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CM urges students to aspire
to become ‘job-givers’
not job-seekers

GYALSHING, 02 DEc [IPR]: Chief
Minister Pawan Chamling visited
Mangalbarey today as a part of his
official tour to West Sikkim. The
CM officially declared open the Or-
ganic Haat Stalls for the public and
visited the local vegetable sellers
whilst encouraging them to in-
crease their production of organic
vegetables and sell more often.

The CM also attended the
programme of the Mangalbarey
Senior Secondary School on the
theme ‘Invigorating Youth Minds
in Shaping Nation’ wherein he
spoke to the students of different
schools. He also spoke on the im-
portance of education in today’s
modern world where information
is everything.

He urged the students to not

fall prey to community-based pol-
itics and that educated students
should always rise above hate and
have religious tolerance.

The CM highlighted the fact
that in the entire country, Sikkim
stands unique in providing free
education till college level which is
in itself a great achievement.

He also pointed out that in to-
day’s competitive world bookish
knowledge is not sufficient. He
mentioned that the coming gen-
erations of Sikkim should be ‘job
givers and not job seekers’.

The CM highlighted on organ-
ic farming and its benefits as a
healthy and happy life is the big-
gest development to be achieved
by the people of Sikkim. He also
urged the Panchayats to conduct

full health check-up every two
years in their respective areas.

The Zilla Panchayats and public
of the Rinchenpong Constituency
also felicitated the CM for his dedi-
cated service.

Retires Secretary of Urban De-
velopment & Housing Department,
Topzor Dorjee, was also felicitated
by the department for his services
during the function.

The CM was accompanied by
Minister-UD&HD, NK Subba, Min-
ister-Health, AK Ghatani, MLAs, KS
Lepcha and Chandra Maya Subba,
Advisor-HRDD, OT Lepcha, Zilla
Adhakshya, Devika Subba, Up-Ad-
hakshya, Ashok Gurung, District
Collector-West, Kapil Meena, and
other dignitaries and HODs of line
departments.

Kerala to
urge Centre to
declare Ockhi
as national

Bimal faction’s central
committee portfolio

Survivors hold a march on Bhopal
Gas Tragedy anniversary

BHOPAL, DEC 2 (PTI): A large number

adequate compensation, clean-up of

calamity
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
DEC 2 (PTI): The Kerala
government today decid-
ed to urge the Centre to
declare Cyclone Ockhi,
which left a trail of de-
struction in the state, as a
national calamity.

Chief Minister Pina-
rayi Vijayan entrusted
chief secretary K M Abra-
ham with the task of pre-
paring a memorandum in
this regard, chief minister
office (CMO) sources said.

Vijayan met some
injured fishermen, who
were rescued from the
choppy waters, at the
medical college hospital
here today and enquired
about their well-being.

All that was possi-
ble has been done by the
government, Vijayan later
told reporters.

holders quit party

SUMMIT REPORT
KALIMPONG, 02 DEC:
Six central commit-

tee portfolio holders
of the Gorkha Janmukti
Morcha allied to the Bi-
mal Gurung faction re-
signed from the party
and its primary member-
ship today as they said
that they do not see any
significance of holding a
portfolio when they are
not being able to serve
the people.

“Once the agitation
came to an end, the party
got divided into factions
and the ones who did
not join the Binay-faction
have become direction-
less. So we decided to re-
sign from the party,” said
Dr RB Bhujel, who was a
central committee mem-
ber of GIMM.

He also said that this
tussle between the two
factions has not been
able to give direction to
the supporters who had
come to the streets for
104 days, demanding a
separate State.

However, local Mor-
cha leaders like Dr Bhu-
jel, Suva Pradhan, Sarita
Rai [MLA], Bijay Sundas,
Kalyan Dewan, Kumar
Chamling and others
who have left the Bimal
faction do not plan to join
the Binay Tamang camp
or any other party.

They have said that
they would rather work
on other plans and get
back to the field soon.

“We will make better
resolutions and come
back to the field,” said Dr
Bhujel.

They paid homage
died in the trage-
dy at the memo-
rial statue in front
of the now-de-
funct Union Car:

bide factory.
Residents  of
Old City area,

which is next to
the factory, where
the  groundwa- §
ter is said to be
contaminated by
hazardous chemical wa
factory premises, were
march.

Leaders of five sul
isations, Rashida Bi,

dressed the gathering,

of Bhopal Gas Tragedy survivors to-
day marched, holding burning torches
in hand, to a memorial of the world’s
worst industrial disaster on its 33rd
anniversary this evening here.

UNION CARIDE DISASTER.

Balkrishna Namdeo, Satinath Sarange,
Rachna Dhingra and Sarit Malviya, ad-

hazardous waste lying in the factory
premises, rehabilitation of survivors
and exemplary punishment for Union
Carbide and Dow Chemical (which later
took over Union Carbide).

The two-km march from Sindhi Col-
ony to the factory
was organised by
five NGOs -- Bho-

pal Gas Peedit
4 Mahila Statio-
nery Karmachari
Sangh, Bhopal Gas
Peedit  Nirashrit
Pensionbhogee
Sangharsh  Mor-
cha, Bhopal Gas
Peedit Mahila Pu-
rush  Sangharsh
Morcha, Bhopal Group for Information
and Action and Children Against Dow /
Carbide.

Toxic gas which leaked from Union
Carbide’s pesticide factory in Bhopal
on the intervening night of December
2-3, 1984 killed over 3,000 people and
maimed thousands of others.

to those who

BHOPAL. INDIA

ste lying on the
also part of the

rvivors’ organ-
Nawab Khan,

and demanded

Boomtar Pry School
and Tinzir JHS adjudged
best in South District

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 02 DEC:

outh District Adminis-

tration has conferred the
Best Primary School 2018
award to Lower Boom-
tar Primary School from
Namchi and Best Junior
High School Award 2018 to
Tinzir JHS in Namchi.

Daragaon  Primary
School from Jorethang
and Chittary Primary
School from Ravangla
have come in second and
third, respectively. Sim-
ilarly, Bermiok Thans-
ing JHS from Temi and
Deythang JHS from Rav-
angla have been placed
in second and third posi-
tions, respectively in the
JHS category.

As per a press release
received from the Dis-
trict Collector-South, Raj
Yadav, these schools will
be presented with cash of
Rs 20,000, Rs 15,000 and
Rs 10,000 along with cer-
tificates.

It may be mentioned
here that for the selection
of Best Primary School
Award 2018, 20 Primary
Schools were nominated
at the Block Level by the
concerned Block Devel-
opment Officers and As-
sistant Education Officers
out of which eight schools
namely Lower Boomtar,
Singithang, Amaley, Tang-

zi, Daragaon, Sukrabarey,
Chittary & Badamtam Pri-
mary Schools had been
selected at the Sub-Divi-
sion Level.

Thereafter, a second
round verification by the
concerned Sub Divisional
Magistrates and Deputy
Director-Human Resource
Development Department
was conducted and ac-
cordingly the best three
schools at the district level
were selected as the Best
Primary Schools after final
round verification.

For the selection of
Best JHS Award 2018,
18 JHS were nominat-
ed at the Block Level
by the concerned BDOs
and AEOs out of which

six  schools  namely
Tinzir, Bermiok Thangs-
ing, Deythang, Kamar-

ey, Lungchok & Sokpay
JHS were selected at
the sub-division level
after second round ver-
ification by the SDMs &
Deputy Director-HRDD.
Henceforth, three Best
JHS at the district level
were selected as per the
final round verification.

These selected Best
Primary Schools and Ju-
nior High Schools will be
awarded on the occasion
of Republic Day celebra-
tion on 26 Jan, 2018 in
Namchi.

Song Bing Fest concludes in Lingdem

\

WANGCHUK BHUTIA
DzoNGu, 02 DEC:
he nine-day long

Song Bing Hotspring
Festival at Lingdem in
Upper Dzongu, North
Sikkim concluded today.
The valedictory function
was attended by Minister
of Road & Bridges De-
partment, Garjaman Gu-
rung, as chief guest.

It may be mentioned
here that the festival was
initiated by the Kanchen-
junga Landscape Conser-
vation and Development
Initiative [KLCDI], India.

Addressing the func-
tion, Minister of Roads
& Bridges Department,
Garjaman Gurung, said
that the festival should
enhance its celebration
every year with more or-
ganic products.

“Besides being ed-
ucated, we must never
forget our tradition and

culture,” he added.
The Minister also
stressed on the growing

rate of suicides in Sikkim
and urged people not to
fear any kind of problems

in life and face them bold-

ly with a strong mind.

He also urged the peo-

ple of Lingthem-Lingdem ic farming as the Chief
to preserve the hotspring  Minister has recently an-
and to prioritize organ- turn to pg02

ClI seeks upgrade for
Bagdogra airport

BAGDOGRA (WB), DEC 2
(PTI): The Confederation
of Indian Industry (CII)
North Bengal has urged
the Centre to upgrade
Bagdogra airport with an
overhauled infrastruc-
ture and night-landing
facility for an improved
air connectivity between
North Bengal and the
rest of the country.

Placing the confedera-
tion’s demands before the
Union Minister for Civil
Aviation Ashok Gajapa-
thi Raju Pusapati here,
the vice chairman of CII-
North Bengal, Anand Mit-
tal, also sought introduc-
tion of morning return
flights from Bagdogra to
Delhi and Kolkata, be-
sides flights between Bag-
dogra and Kathmandu.

A five-member CII
team met the Union min-
ister yesterday at Bag-
dogra airport lounge on
his way back to New Del-
hi from Gangtok.

The minister, accom-
panied by Joint Secre-
tary of Ministry of Civil

Aviation Usha Padhee,
had come to Gangtok to
inspect  infrastructure
and facilities at the newly
built Pakyong airport.

“Siliguri, close to
Bagdogra airport, is not
just the gateway to the
North East, it also shares
boundaries with Bangla-
desh, Nepal and Bhutan.
It is the second largest
city in West Bengal and
its importance as a major
trading centre is growing
every day,” Mittal said.

The town also at-
tracts countless domestic
as well as foreign tour-
ists, said Mittal.

“It is high time that
Bagdogra airport should
grow in size to cater to
the growing needs of Sili-
guri and North Bengal as
a whole. The upgraded
Bagdogra airport will
certainly serve as a fillip
to businesses in the re-
gion which in turn will
boost the local economy,”
the former chairman of
CII-North Bengal, Ratan
Kumar Bihani, said.

HAVE A STORY
TO SHARE?

email
news @ summittimes.com

www. com |

com | adver

com | [E7 Summit TIMES Datly

com |



In SummitTIMES |03 December 2017

SikkimSCAN

Indian U-17
girls finish
fourth at rugby
tournament

in Dubai

Mumsal, Dec 2 (PTI):
The Indian Under-17
girls team has returned
home after ending up
fourth in the Youth Olym-
pic Games Rugby Sevens
Qualifiers held at Dubai
Sports City, Dubai.

A total of 12 coun-
tries from across Asia, in-
cluding Japan, Laos, Ka-
zakhstan, Iran, Sri Lanka,
Philippines, China, Thai-
land, Malaysia, India and
hosts UAE, fought for top
honours at the champi-
onships that concluded
in end-November.

Japan were crowned
the champions of the
tournament after de-
feating China in a close-
ly contested final, while
Kazakhstan finished in
third place, said a media
release.

In the opening
rounds, the Indian girls
defeated Laos 27-0 in
the first game, but in the
second lost to eventual
champions Japan 0-50.

Having qualified for
the second phase, the In-
dian girls started off with
a victory, defeating Hong
Kong 24-7.

However, they lost
their next two games
against China and Ka-
zakhstan 0-43 and 5-22,
respectively.

The team participat-
ed under the aegis of the
Indian Rugby Football
Union (IRFU), the gov-
erning body for the sport
in India, and was sup-
ported by Societe Gener-
ale, the financial partner
of Rugby India.

Cleanliness drive carried out in Slngtam

YOGEN THATAL
SINGTAM, 02 DEC:
daylong cleanliness
drive was conducted
at Singtam Bazaar today
which had the partici-
pation of Municipal Ex-
ecutive Officer, Singtam
Nagar Panchayat, Himmat
Rai, President SK Prad-
han, Municipal Inspector
Birendra Rai, along with
the councilors of Singtam
Nagar Panchayat, fire per-
sonnel from Singtam Fire
Station and NHPC staff.
The drive started near
the new traffic point and
concluded at Goshkhan
Dara in Singtam. A fire
brigade vehicle and a
tanker were provided by
NHPC for carrying water.
The drive was conducted
under the guidance of Po-
lice personnel of Singtam
Police Station while Sub
Inspectors Vijay Basnett
and Laxman Gajmer took
charge of the smooth flow
of traffic in the town.
People of Singtam
had been facing prob-

lems lately due to the
dust from the road wid-
ening process at Gosh-

khan Dara along the
Singtam Dikchu highway
which is why the cleanli-

ness drive was conduct-
ed. Refreshments for the
participants were pro-

vided by members of Bi-
hari Jagran Manch-Sing-
tam Branch.

SKM’s SadhbhawnaYatra
completes 1,000 kms

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 02 DEC:
Sikkim Krantikari Mor-

cha completed 1000
kms of its Jatiya Ekta
Sadhbhawna Yatra as the
party entered Gnathang
Machong  Constituency
today.

An SKM press re-
lease issued by its Press
and Publicity Secretary,
Abhishek Sharma, in-
forms that on the occa-
sion, SKM workers con-
gratulated event team
leader, Sonam Lama
[Chief Coordinator cum
MLA] for leading the rally
successfully so far.

The SKM team, on its
eighth day of the Yatra,
covered areas like Rong-

li, Aritar, Dalapchand,
Khamdong, Padamchen,
Lamaten, Chujachen,

Machong, Pakyoung and
have halted in Gangtok.

The yatra will contin-
ue for the next four days
covering parts of East
and North districts, the
release adds.

Arun Upreti [Secre-
tary General], Navin Kar-
ki [Working President],
DB Gurung [VP Incharge
West], LN Nepal [GS In-
charge West], Nuk Tsher-
ing Bhutia [VP Frontal
Org], Chewing Dadul
Bhutia [VP Social Service
Wing], MB Moktan [GS
Org South], Janak Gurung
[Youth Chief Convenor],
Lakpa Moktan [Youth
Chief Coordinator], Bimal
Kharel [CLC President
Namthang] were the
prominent party execu-
tives who participated in
today’s rally.
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DIET observes World AIDS Day

ARPAN PRADHAN
GANGTOK, 02 DEC:

he District Institute of Education

and Training, DIET, under the De-
partment of Human Resource Develop-
ment Department, Government of Sik-
kim situated at Lower Burtuk, Gangtok
observed World AIDS Day.

The programme was organised un-
der the guidance of the Principal, DIET,
Gangtok, Tsering Bhutia. With the in-
volvement of the Programme Officer,
Dikila Lepcha and other faculty mem-

organised.

bers of DIET various programme were

The programme saw an awareness
campaign in and around the DIET cam-
pus and also covered Lower Burtuk,
Helipad Area and surroundings.

During the programme, red ribbons

signifying the fight against AIDS were

pinned on all the participants and gen-
eral public which was carried out by 95
NSS volunteers of the institution.

The programme also saw discussion
on various topics related to AIDS.

Song Blng Fest concludes in Llngdem

Contd from pg01
nounced a ban on the im-
port of vegetables from
outside the State from
March next year.

The Minister also an-
nounced that the mainte-
nance of urban roads will
be completed within this
year and the rural roads

by 2018.
Project Manager, GB
Pant Institute, Sikkim

unit, Dr Kailash S Gaira,
highlighted about the
activities of KLCDI. Like-
wise, Advisor, Muntachi
Lom Aal Shezum [MLAS]
underlined the motives
and activities of KLC-
DI and also put forward
his valuable suggestions
about how tourism can
be promoted in Dzongu.
Project Manager,
TMI India, Dr Ganeshy-
am Sharma, highlighted
about multi-stakeholder
engagement and biodi-
versity in Dzongu.
Former Mondal,
Chedup Lepcha, who is

also a senior citizen of the
area, Boongthings [Lep-
cha priests] along with
two dedicated employees
under  Lingthem-Ling-
dem GPU, Phurkit Lepcha
and ChungChung Bhut-
ia, were also felicitated
during the function.
Deputy Speaker, SLA
cum area MLA, Sonam
Gyatso Lepcha, in his
speech, said that people
should benefit from KLCDI
with proper training for
the local people. He fur-

ther stated that there are

many tourist destinations
in Dzongu which should
be developed. He added
that works undergoing in
the constituency should
be brought to the knowl-
edge of the area MLA.

The result of the raffle
was also announced with
the 1st prize for raffle
no. 0299, 2nd prize for
raffle no. 6538 and 3rd
prize for raffle no. 13498
along with five consola-
tion prizes for raffle nos.

1260, 8766, 0199, 10145
and 10928.

The celebration also
featured traditional
games competitions and
colorful cultural pro-
gramme.

Also present were
Chairperson, SNT, Pintso
Namgyal Lepcha, former
Zilla Adhakshya, North,
Anguli Lepcha, Sub Divi-
sional Magistrate, Dzongu,
Tshering Dorjee Bhutia,
Panchayat, Zilla members
and the local gentries.

‘Over 8K people
disappeared during 1980
till 1995 in Punjab’

CHANDIGARH, DEC 2 (PTI): Punjab Documentation and
Advocacy Project (PDAP), an NGO, today claimed that
they have found over 8,000 people going “disappeared”
during 1980 till 1995 in Punjab and demanded an inde-
pendent judicial commission to probe the matter.

Satnam Singh Bains, representing PDAP, claimed
that they have identified and documented hundreds
of victims who were allegedly “cremated as unclaimed
unidentified” and killed in “fake encounters”.

“In our seven-year long investigation, we have
identified 8,257 persons from different sources
who disappeared from 1980 to 1995 in Punjab,” he

claimed.

Bains said the records pertaining to “disappeared”
people were collected by visiting villages, meeting
victims’ family members and also from media reports.

“The latest report is a further step in the long
struggle by people of Punjab for justice and account-
ability for victims and for their kin,” Bains said.

Retired Bombay High Court judge Justice Suresh,
who was also present, said, “people disappeared.
They (their families) have the right to know why they
disappeared. They have the right to know why human

right violations took place.”

People’s Union for Civil Liberties (PUCL) nation-
al convener Kavita Srivastava, while speaking on the
occasion, sought formation of a judicial commission
under retired sitting judge of the Supreme Court to
probe the “disappearance” of the people.

Bains said they will soon move to the Supreme
Court with the findings of their report and demand
detailed investigation in the matter.
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Gangtok on
Sunday,

03 Dec
Temp: 19°C /07°C
Forecast: Sunny
to partly cloudy
and not as warm;

a shower in places
in the afternoon.
Sunrise: 06:09 AM
Sunset: 4:41 PM

Greetings from
CM on Teyongsi
Sirijunga Sawan

Tongnam

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 02 DEC:

hief Minister Pawan

Chamling and Tika
Maya Chamling have ex-
tended warm greetings
and best wishes to the
people of Sikkim, partic-
ularly the Limboo com-
munity, on the auspicious
occasion of Teyongsi Siri-
junga Sawan Tongnam.

In his message, the
CM has said, “The people
of the Limboo community
owe a great deal to the re-
nowned scholar for their
reawakening with regard
to their religion, language
and script.

I would like to appeal
to the people of Sikkim to
draw inspiration from the
life and times of great per-
sonality like Sirijunga and
incorporate the knowl-
edge in their daily lives. It
is also a day for us to rec-
ognize the importance and
significance of preserving
our culture and heritage
for posterity.”

Five injured in
road mishap
GANGTOK, 02 DEC: On 01
Dec, one vehicle driven by
38-year-old female hail-
ing from Rhenock Bazaar
in East Sikkim met with an
accident at Bhutal Gaon
in Rhenock and tumbled
down approximately 200
ft off the road. The driv-
er along with four other
occupants sustained inju-
ries and were evacuated
to Rhenock CHC for med-
ical treatment.

Assault victim
dies from
injuries

GANGTOK, 02 DEC: A
36-year-old male hail-
ing from Darjeeling and
at present residing in
Gyalshing has been ar-
rested in connection with
the death of one Harka B
Rai, a resident of 8th Mile
in Gyalshing.

The accused and the
deceased worked as la-
bourers and were at pres-
ent working at the con-
struction site of a house
at Buriakhop. On 28 Nov,
they had a fight and in the
process, the deceased was
assaulted with a stone
and knife due to which the
deceased had sustained
injury on his forehead.

He was brought at
Soreng PHC for medi-
cal treatment and after
receiving medical treat-
ment, the deceased had
returned to his room at
Buriakhop.

The next morning,
on 29 Nov, the deceased
visited District Hospital
Gyalshing for medical
treatment wherein the MO
on duty after dressing the
injury on his forehead had
advised him to come again.

On 30 Nov, his health
deteriorated  following
which he was immedi-
ately referred to STNM
Hospital. However, the
deceased succumbed to
his injury and expired on
reaching Legship. The ac-
cused has been formally
arrested and has been for-
warded to Soreng Police
Station.

Governor launches Armed Forces Flag
Day Fund Campaign 2017-18

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 02 DEC:

Felicitation of hon-
oured citizens for
generous contributions
towards Armed Forces
Flag Day Fund was held
today at Raj Bhawan in
the capital today.

Governor Shriniwas
Patil felicitated 52 differ-
ent organizations [com-
panies] and individuals
who have volunteered
and worked selflessly
during the Armed Forces
Flag Day collection drive
in the State and also
launched the National
Armed Forces Flag Day
Fund Campaign for the
year of 2017-2018.

The programme was
attended by First Lady,
Rajani Devi Patil, Com-
missioner cum Secretary,
Raj Bhawan, R Telang,
Secretary of Rajya Sainik
Board, Colonel [retired]
DN Bhutia, along with
individual donors, rep-
resentatives of various
organisations and enter-
prises, retired soldiers
and war veterans, veer
naris and soldier widows.

While addressing
the gathering, Gover-
nor Patil stated that the
families of the soldiers
must feel loved and ap-
preciated and extended
gratitude to all the do-
nors for contributing to
the fund. He held that
such financial support

was both homage and
help for Indian soldiers
standing guard in sub
zero Himalayan regions
for the sovereignty and
integrity of the country.

The Governor has ap-
pealed for more people
to contribute to such a
noble cause.

“The patriotism, ded-
ication, sacrifices and
love displayed by the
Armed forces in India
is of the highest order
and we should respect
their love and dedication.
Many brave and gallant
heroes from the Armed
Forces have laid down

their lives in the service
of the country. It's the
collective duty of every
citizen of our country
to ensure rehabilitation
and welfare of the de-
pendents of our brave
martyrs and disabled
personnel. The Flag Day
gives us an opportunity

It may be mentioned
here, the Armed Forces
Flag Day is observed on
07 Dec to pay homage to
valiant soldiers who died
or have suffered disabil-
ity. The fund is operated
by the Defence Minister
at the centre and by the
Governor at the State lev-
el. Kendriya Sainik Board
is responsible for admin-
istration of Armed Forces
Flag Day Fund.

Funds collected by
each State government
are pooled in to one fund
known as AFFD Special
Fund and is converted
into a fixed deposit with
the State Bank of India
for a specific period as
per directions of the Gov-
ernor of a State.

The interest accrued
out of this FD is then
utilized for various wel-
fare grants and financial
assistance to ex-service-
men, widows, families
and towards education of
their children.

“Since 2007, the
AFFD Fund has seen an
upward growth. In 2007,
the fund raised in Sik-
kim was at Rs 92,335 to

to contribute generously
to the Armed Forces Flag
Day Fund. I urge every-
one to come forward and
be a part of it and donate
whole heartedly,” said
Governor Patil.
Secretary-Rajya
Sainik Board, Col Bhut-
ia, while addressing the

event, thanked the Gov-
ernor and the First Lady
for their active support
to the cause.

He further appealed
to the citizens to supple-
ment the government’s
efforts towards the wel-
fare of the troops of the
Armed Forces.

an upward growth to Rs
8,98,320 in 2016. This
time the board has made
target of Rs 10 lac,” in-
formed Col Bhutia.

The function today
also had a huge presence
of members of Ex-Ser-
vicemen Association of
Sikkim.

SLSA sensitization programme on registration of marriages

GANGTOK, 02 DEC [IPR]: Un-
der the directions of Judge-
High Court of Sikkim, Justice
Meenakshi Madan Rai, who
is also the Executive Chair-
person of Sikkim State Legal
Services Authority [SLSA], a
sensitization programme for
Registration of Marriages for
different Religious Communi-
ties in Sikkim was organized
by Sikkim SLSA today at Chin-
tan Bhawan in Gangtok.

The programme was
chaired by Executive Chair-
person-Sikkim SLSA as chief
guest in the presence of
Judge-High Court of Sikkim,
Justice Bhaskar Raj Pradhan,
as guest of honour.

Justice Meenakshi Madan
Rai informed the participants
that the programme is aimed
to sensitize different religious
communities with regard to
the registration and solemni-
zation of marriages and the
steps that will be required for
registering such marriages.

She also informed about
the functions of SLSA and the
different tiers, National Legal
Services Authority [NALSA]
at the central level, the SLSA
in every State of India, the
District Legal Services Au-
thority [DLSA] at the district

tions of the society.

level and Taluk Legal Services
Committee [TLSC] at the Talu-
ka level, whose main function
is to provide access to justice
to all the marginalized sec-

Justice Rai added that one
of the functions of the SLSA/

DLSA/TLSC is to provide free
legal aid to various sections
of the society who are cate-
gorized under Section 12 of
the Legal Services Authorities
Act 1987, regardless of their
income, tribal status, caste
system, women, child, person

Pradhan,

with disability, person in cus-
tody and those whose income
is below one lakh per annum.

Guest of honour, Justice
while welcoming
all, informed the participants
that since 09 August 2007, it
has been made compulsory

to have all marriages regis-
tered. He also apprised all
with regard to the provisions
contained in ‘Rules to provide
for registration and solemni-
zation of a form of marriage
in Sikkim’ published by the
Maharaja of Sikkim vide Noti-
fication No.1520/H dated 03
January 1963.

During the working ses-
sions, Senior Advocate-High
Court of Sikkim/Senior Pan-
el, Sikkim SLSA, N Rai, spoke
elaborately on ‘Registration
of Marriages under the Hin-
du Marriage Act, 1955 and
other relevant legislations”
He delved elaborately on the
Hindu Marriage Act, 1955 and
explained as to who are gov-
erned under the Act, solemni-
zation of marriages under the
Act, void and voidable mar-
riages, provisions of Divorce
and Registration of marriages
under the said Act.

Panel Advocate-Sikkim
SLSA, Umesh Ranpal, stressed
on Indian Christian Marriage
Act, 1872. He highlighted the
provisions of the Act in detalil,
how the marriages are to be sol-
emnized as per the relevant pro-
visions of the Act and the proce-
dure to the followed, in detail.

Likewise, Panel Advo-

cate-Sikkim SLSA, TR Barfung-
pa, spoke on ‘Solemnization of
all Forms of Marriages in Sik-
kim’ He brought to the notice
of the participants that tribals
are not governed by the Hindu
Marriage Act, therefore, their
marriages could be registered
under ‘Rules to provide for reg-
istration and solemnization of a
form of marriage in Sikkim’ and
not the Hindu Marriage Act,
1955. He urged the Authorities
present to guide the public by
generating awareness amongst
them. Each working session
was followed by vibrant inter-
active session.

The participants of the
programme included Sub-Di-
visional Magistrates, Block
Development Officers and offi-
cers dealing with Registration
of Marriages from the East Dis-
trict, Kusholas of all the differ-
ent monasteries of Sikkim, the
Reverends, Pastors and Elders
of all the Churches of Sikkim
and the Purohits of all the tem-
ples of Sikkim.

The welcome address was
presented by Special Secre-
tary-Sikkim  SLSA, Matilda
Isaacs, while the vote of thanks
was delivered by Under Secre-
tary, Praveen Pradhan.

Ref no: 190/CRTI/DIT/2017

CENTRE FOR RESEARCH & TRAINING IN INFORMATICS
(AN AUTONOMOUS BODY UNDER THE DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY)
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM,
NEAR POWER SECRETARIAT, ANNEX - | BUILDING, TOP FLOOR,
KAZI ROAD, GANGTOK - 737101, PH: 03592-207426

WALK-IN-INTERVIEW

Centre For Research & Training In Informatics (CRTI), an autonomous body under the Department of In-
formation Technology, Government of Sikkim is conducting a Walk in Interview on 5" December 2017 to fill up
the under mentioned positions for the operation of State Data Centre.

Date: 17/11/17

MANGAN

Memo No:214/ND/R&B/2002-03/10

The details of works and rescheduled time are as under:

ROADS & BRIDGES DEPARTMENT
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM

RESCHEDULE OF NOTICE INVITING TENDER NO:214/ND/R&B/2002-03/01 DATED 12.09.2017
Reference above, the time schedule for the following work has been rescheduled as under:

Date: 30/11/2017

Sl. Name of Work Amount put | Earnest Money Cost of Comple-
No. to Tender (in | @ 2.50% (in Tender tion Time.
Rs.) Rs.) Documents
(in Rs.)
1 Up gradation, protective, drainage and 7030718.00 175768.00 15000.00 12
carpeting work along Bop village road months.
Chungthang in North Sikkim (Km 1%)

TIME SCHEDULE:-

(excluding Tender Form)

1 Date of submission of application with Bank receipt for issue of Tender Documents

2-3 January 2018
(10.00 am to 4.00 pm)

SL.NO. JOB DISCRIPTION REQUIREMENT SALARY/MONTH 2 | Date of issue of tender Form on submission of TDR (as Earnest money) 4-5" January 2018
1. Data Engineer 1no Rs.20,000/- (10.00 amto 400 pm)
- 3 | Last Date and Time for submission of Tender: 6" January 2018
2 BMS, NOC, Helpdesk Engineer 5 nos Rs. 15,000/- (10.00 am to 1.00 pm)
For further details applicants may kindly visit www.sikkim.gov.in 4 | Date and Time for Opening of Tender 6" January 2018 - (2.30
Sd/- pm)
R.O. No. 421/ipr/pub/classi./17-18 dt. 21.11.17 EXECUTIVE CONDITIONS OF CONTRACT: Remain same as vide NIT No:214/N 03/01 dated 12.09.2017

and R.O. No. 305/IPR/PUB/Classi./17-18 dated: 13.09.2017.

R.O. No. 443/ipr/pub/classi/17-18 dt. 1.12.2017

ROADS & BRIDGES DEPARTMENT, MANGAN.

Sd/- DIVISIONAL ENGINEER (NORTH)
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Our Environment, Not
Their Concern

So we better measure up to the challenge

he impact of global warming is becoming increas-

ingly evident in the world’s fragile polar caps and
in the Himalayas. High mountain communities have
noted that glaciers are retreating at unprecedented
rates. Sikkim already has a glacier in advanced melt
and posing a GLOF threat. This one, Sikkim is keep-
ing a close watch over, but there have arguably been
other GLOF episodes which have been written up as
flash-floods, reducing substantially the danger they
rang the bells on. Some results of retreating glaciers
have become tourist spots and others have disrupted
possible trekking routes. And yet, like the mainstream,
even the margins are negotiating global warming with
a blinkered and poorly-informed approach.

The planet’s extremities are the canaries in the coal
mine - alerting the rest of the world to the extent of
the changes that are coming and we, because we hold
that canary, should start getting more involved in the
initiatives being undertaken to save the environment.
Sikkim has launched several measures aimed at pre-
serving its environment. These, however, have come
only from the government thus far. We don’t see any
private participation in drawing attention to the larg-
er picture. Most NGOs and social organisations are in-
volved in highly localised issues like garbage disposal
and plantation works. While these are also necessary,
we need someone who communicates the need to start
studying our glaciers, to start predicting how global
warming will hit Sikkim in the next ten years, whether
Teesta will remain the perennial river we know it as or
shrivel down into a seasonal stream.

These studies are necessary because Sikkim’s fu-
ture developmental plans are indelibly linked to its
natural resources. The development planners and the
people in general need to know whether we will have
these resources at hand by the time the developmental
infrastructure is in place. We need these studies also to
prepare our own action plans on how to save our ecol-
ogy from further damage. Sadly, there does not seem
to be enough research being devoted to Sikkim'’s en-
vironment. Sample this, by 2100, average world tem-
peratures could go up by 5.8 degrees Celsius. Besides
the increase in frequency of extreme weather events
and expected rise of sea level up to a metre, forestry,
biodiversity, agriculture, rainfall and human health
and wellbeing will all be strongly affected.

Sikkim will not be left untouched by this change in
global conditions and yet we have not had one local
expert tell us what this change will translate into in
ground terms. The main problem is that most people
engaged for such tasks work on blueprints prepared in
Delhi and refuse to think out of the box. The Centre’s
concerns do not necessarily place Sikkim’s glaciers
or springs or rainfall studies high on the priority list,
they have the Gangotri closer at hand. Sikkim needs to
work out its own environment assessment plan and
start preparing for the future.

Penguins under threat from
drowning in fishing nets

URSULA ELLENBERG
theconversation.com

Fishing nets pose a serious risk to the
survival of penguin species, accord-
ing to a new global review of the toll tak-
en by “bycatch” from commercial fish-
ing. Fourteen of the world’s 18 penguin
species have been recorded as fishing
bycatch.

Among the species under threat are
Tasmania’s little penguins and New Zea-
land’s yellow-eyed penguins, as detailed
in a review, published in the journal En-
dangered Species Research.

The review shows the level of by-
catch is of greatest concern for three
species: Humboldt and Magellanic
penguins, both found in
South America, and the
endangered New Zealand
yellow-eyed penguins.

On New Zealand’s
South Island, yellow-eyed
penguins are down to
fewer than 250 nests. Pre-
vious population strong-
holds have declined by
more than 75%. Conser-
vative population models
predict local extinction of
yellow-eyed penguins by
2060, if not earlier.

Penguins are among
the world’s most iconic
and loved birds, despite
the fact that many people never get to
see one in the wild. Indeed, the opportu-
nities to do so are diminishing, with ten
of the 18 penguin species threatened
with extinction. After albatrosses, pen-
guins are the most threatened group of
seabirds. And, like albatrosses, bycatch
is thought to be a serious issue for some
species.

On land, many penguins are now
well protected, thanks to the efforts of
conservation researchers, government
agencies, community groups and tour-
ism operators. Where many penguins
were once vulnerable to attack from
introduced predators, or to habitat loss
from farming or development, today
the biggest worry for many penguin
chicks is how to get more food out of
their parents.

But below the waves it’s a different
story. Over thousands of years, these
keen-eyed seabirds have evolved to
catch food in the depths, while avoid-
ing natural predators such as seals and
sharks. But they cannot see the super-
fine nylon fishing nets invented in the
1950s which fishers now set in penguin
foraging areas.

Little penguins, whose scientific
name Eudyptula minor literally means
“good little diver”, typically forage in the
upper 20 metres of the ocean, with each
dive lasting about 90 seconds. The larg-
er yellow-eyed penguin - Megadyptes
antipodes, the “big diver of the south” -
prefers to hunt on the seafloor some 80-
90m down, holding their breath for 2-3
minutes before coming up for air. If they
do not encounter a fishing net, that is.

Gillnets (also called set nets) in par-
ticular are very dangerous for penguins.
These nets are set in a stationary posi-
tion rather than being dragged through
the water. They are designed to catch
fish around their gills, but can just as
easily snare a penguin around its neck.

If it gets tangled in a net, a pen-
guin will panic and drown in minutes.
In Tasmania, nets with more than 50
drowned little penguins have been
found washed ashore. Other penguins
are found on beaches with character-
istic bruising from net entanglement
around their necks.

When a penguin is killed at sea, this
has knock-on effects back at the nest.
The chicks will die of hunger or fledge
underweight, with little chance of sur-
viving their first year at sea.

The breeding partner left behind
will probably skip a breeding season;
some penguins never find another part-
ner after losing their mate. I have seen
them calling plaintively from their nest,
or even going down to the shore in the
evening to look out to sea, before re-
turning to their nest all alone.

DECLINING NUMBERS
In New Zealand, the endangered yel-
low-eyed penguin is declining. Current
population models predict their ex-
tinction on the New Zealand mainland
by 2060, or potentially even earlier.
Yellow-eyed penguins are facing many
threats mostly because they are simply

living too close to humans.

Whereas threats on land are rea-
sonably well managed, threats at sea
need urgent attention. Marine habitat
degradation by industries that damage
the seafloor will take decades to recov-
er. Similarly, pressures from climate
change will not have a quick enough fix
to save yellow-eyed penguins from local
extinction.

There is one thing, however, we can
change immediately: the needless death
of penguins in fishing nets. This will
give already struggling penguin pop-
ulations a bit of a breather and maybe
even the resilience required to deal with
the many threats they face in their daily
fight for survival.

™3 ‘!

Judging by the number of penguins
washed ashore with net injuries, many
fishers simply discard penguins’ car-
casses at sea rather than reporting by-
catch or working towards solutions to
mitigate it.

Do we really want penguins to drown
for our treat of fish and chips? Less de-
structive fishing methods are available
that do not cause penguin bycatch and
the death of other protected species.

But these more selective fish-
ing methods would require fishers to
change gear, which costs money. Cur-
rently, there is very little legal or com-
mercial incentive for fishers to do any-
thing about penguin bycatch.

But there are a couple of things you
can do. Please do not just buy any fish
with your chips - ask which species it
is and how it has been caught. You can
use a sustainable seafood guide, such as
New Zealand’s Best Fish Guide or Aus-
tralia’s Sustainable Seafood Guide. That
way you can help the penguins snag a
safe fish supper of their own.

[the writer is Honorary Lecturer, La
Trobe University]

Kurdistan earthquake: politics
creates roadblocks to relief

HAIDAR KHEZRI
theconversation.com
ran and Iraq are still struggling with the aftermath of a 7.3
magnitude earthquake that struck along their shared border
on Nov. 12. The recovery effort has been slowed by politics,
distrust and the legacy of war.

The quake - the deadliest in the world this year - killed
more than 500, injured some 7,000 and left 70,000 people in
both countries in need of shelter.

The earthquake-affected region is dominated by the
Kurds, the largest nation in the world without a state. Around
35 million Kurds inhabit a mountainous zone straddling Tur-
key, Iran, Iraq, Syria and Armenia.

The Kurdish population hit hardest by the recent quake
is well-acquainted with tragedy. The epicenter was 20 miles
southwest of Halabja, a city in Iraq’s semi-autonomous Kurd-
istan region, and about 18 miles from the city of Sarpol-e Za-
hab, across the border in Iranian Kurdistan, my homeland.

Both places suffered severely during the Iran-Iraq war, which
killed an estimated 1.25 million people between 1980 and 1988.
Halabja is sometimes known as “Kurdistan’s Hiroshima” because
Saddam Hussein’s government attacked it with poison gas in the
closing days of the war, killing more than 5,000.

Sarpol-e Zahab was completely destroyed in the early days
of the Iran-Iraq war, then rebuilt, and again destroyed in the
Nov. 12 earthquake.

POLITICIZED DISASTER
The complex politics around the Kurdish people are my aca-
demic specialty as a professor at Indiana University.

The Kurdish minority in Iraq, Iran, Syria and Turkey has
long been repressed by those national governments, and ten-
sions have been particularly high in Iraq following a Sept. 25
referendum for Kurdish independence in which 93 percent of
voters favored separating from Iraq.

The political tension led earthquake victims to fears that
governmental relief might be slow or insufficient. In Iraq,
Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi tweeted that he had sent
health and aid agencies to Kurdistan - even though just before
the earthquake he had sent troops to reassert control over the
contested region, occupying the oil-rich city of Kirkuk. Kurd-
ish areas of Turkey and Syria were unaffected by the quake.

Like Iraq, Turkey views Kurdish rebels as a threat to na-

tional security. Just 12 hours before the earthquake hit, in the
morning of Nov. 12, Turkish fighter jets had bombed the earth-
quake-affected region in Sulaymaniyah, Kurdistan, during an
ongoing offensive against the Kurdistan Workers’ Party. Still,
some 15 hours later, Turkish military cargo planes were the
first to deliver relief supplies to quake-hit Iraqi Kurdistan.

Like Iraq and Turkey, Syria also views the Kurds as a threat
to its national security. For decades, the Kurdish minority in
Syria was deprived of basic human rights such as citizenship
and teaching their children the Kurdish language. After the
emergence of the Islamic State following the Arab Spring, Syr-
ian Kurds were of the most effective forces in the war to de-
feat the insurgent terrorist group. Expressions of solidarity, as
well as aid, have been sent from Syrian and Turkish Kurds to
the earthquake-affected region in Iraq and Iran.

A STRUGGLING RELIEF EFFORT IN IRAN
Iran’s response to the crisis along its Kurdish-dominated
western border - where the earthquake was most severe
and at least 500 people died - on the other hand, seems to be
tinged with politics.

Though Iran’s Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei delivered a
message of condolence, ordered first responders to hasten to
help those trapped under the rubble and declared a national
day of mourning, the relief effort has been plagued with prob-
lems, even two weeks after the quake.

Some issues are logistical. The affected Kurdish areas are
mostly remote and mountainous, making victims difficult to
reach. But a lack of coordination between the Iranian Red
Crescent and military forces has also slowed the rescue effort.

Even so, Foreign Minister Javad Zarif has rejected offers of
international assistance from the U.S., Israel and others. On
Nov. 13, he tweeted, “We are grateful for global expressions
of sympathy and offers of assistance. For now, we can manage
with our own resources.”

Iran’s history of repressing its Kurdish population has sparked
pointed criticism of the government’s earthquake response.

Many Kurds feel abandoned. “Why do they [the Iranian re-
gime] send aid to Lebanon, Palestine, Syria but not us?” said
one victim from Sarpol Zahab in a YouTube interview. “It must
be because we are Kurds that the Iranian government is not
helping us.” A Facebook page called “Kirmashan” has become
the voice of quake-affected people in Iran, as well as a cam-

paign criticizing the government for its lack of response.

Adding to the political complexity of the tragedy is the
fact that many of the dead lived in the Mehr Housing, af-
fordable units opened in 2007 by former Iranian President
Mahmud Ahmadinejad. During a visit to earthquake-affected
areas, President Hassan Rouhani acknowledged that govern-
ment-built structures had collapsed while private construc-
tions remained standing and vowed to “find the culprits.”

On Nov. 14, Iran’s national day of mourning for the earth-
quake, four national newspapers and several local newspa-
pers published front-page headlines in the Kurdish language.
This rare move of solidarity with the Kurds broke unwritten
law in Iran, where minority languages are technically allowed
but forbidden in practice.

CROWDFUNDED HELP
In the absence of effective government aid, individuals and
nonprofit organizations are stepping in to help Iranian earth-
quake victims.

Several athletes - including the Kurdish Olympic weightlifter
Kianoush Rostami - have put their gold, silver and bronze med-
als on auction to raise money for earthquake victims in Iran.

One Tehran University professor, Sadegh Zibakalam, used
crowdfunding to raise more than US$300,000 less than 48
hours after the quake. Acknowledging a widespread lack of
faith in government, he traveled to the area to supervise aid
distribution himself.

Relief efforts in the United States have also run up against
politics. Tohid Najafi, a Detroit-based medical professional,
raise $200,000 in donations, largely from the Iranian-Ameri-
can community. But in sending the money to Iran he ran afoul
of U.S. sanctions.

He is not the only one who's struggled to get relief funds
past the Kafkaesque processes of the U.S. Treasury Depart-
ment and into Iran.

For long-suffering Kurds, as the age-old Kurdish adage
goes: “The Kurds have no friends but the mountains.” While
this devastating quake may have made the Kurds some new
friends, at least for the time being, neither the central govern-
ments of the region, the U.S. nor even the unstable mountains
of Iraq and Iran are among them.

[the writer is Adjunct Assistant Professor at the Department

of Central Eurasian Studies (CEUS), Indiana University]

Why Silicon
Valley wants
you to text

and drive

JACK BARKENBUS
theconversation.com
As self-driving cars come
closer to being common on
American roads, much of the
rhetoric promoting them has
to do with safety. About 40,000
people die on U.S. roads ev-
ery year, and driver errors are
linked to more than 90 percent
of crashes. But many of the big-
gest advocates of autonomous
vehicles aren’t car companies
looking to improve the safety
of their existing products. Huge
backing for self-driving technol-
ogies is coming from Silicon Val-
ley giants like Google and Apple.

Those of us who have studied
the relationship between tech-
nology and society tend to look
more carefully at the motivations
behind any technological push. In
this case, it’s clear that in addition
to addressing safety concerns,
Silicon Valley firms have a strong
incentive to create a new venue
for increasing the use of their dig-
ital devices. Every minute people
spend on their mobile phones
provides data - and often money
- to tech companies.

At present, digital devic-
es and driving are in conflict:
There are serious, often fatal,
consequences when drivers use
smartphones to talk or to text.
Regulators and safety advocates
look to resolve that conflict by
banning phone use while driv-
ing - as has happened in vir-
tually every state. But the tech
companies are taking a different
approach. The obvious answer
for Silicon Valley is creating an
automobile in which continuous
cellphone use no longer poses a
threat to anyone.

NOT A NEW IDEA

The idea of a car so capable a
driver is not needed isn’t new.
As far back as the 1950s, the
Saturday Evening Post ran an
illustration imagining a family
playing a board game (in a con-
vertible!) as the car conducts
itself down the road. When
self-driving cars actually take
to the streets in large numbers,
today’s families likely won't
be playing Scrabble - though
Words With Friends and other
mobile games are a near cer-
tainty. Every passenger is likely
to be using a mobile device.

In recent years, the
amount of time adults spend
on their mobile devices (be-
yond actual phone calls) has
grown rapidly. At the moment,
it's around four hours a day for
the average adult in the U.S.
However, that rapid growth is
likely to slow down as people
run out of time that’s available
for them to use their devices.

Unless, of course, there’s
a new block of time that sud-
denly opens up. The average
American now spends about
48 minutes in a car every day,
a sizable opportunity for in-
creased cellphone use.

Chris Urmson, former di-
rector of Google’s self-driving
car project, made this interest
clear in a 2016 talk, saying that
autonomous vehicles offer the
“exciting” possibility of cre-
ating “another room for you”
where, among other activities,
you can watch videos. The in-
vestment analysts at Morgan
Stanley have talked about au-
tonomous cars becoming a
“fourth screen” in Americans’
lives (in addition to the home
TV, personal computer and
mobile phones or tablets). Per-
haps the most explicit declara-
tion of this interest came from
Jia Yueting, co-founder of the
budding Chinese automaker
LeEco, when he said, “We see
the car in the future as an ex-
tension of the internet, another
entry point for us to sell web-
based content and services.”

So as the public conversa-
tion around autonomous cars
highlights the safety advantages,
don't forget the tech industry’s
powerful desire for more profits,
which goes well beyond simply
saving us from ourselves.

[the writer is Visiting Scholar, Van-
derbilt Institute for Energy & En-
vironment, Vanderbilt University]
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Final agreement on Naga ‘political
will’ soon: President

KoHimA, DeEc 1 (PTI):
President Ram Nath Kov-
ind today said Nagaland
was at the threshold of
making history as the
final agreement on the
Naga political will would
soon be arrived at and a
lasting peace achieved.

The last 50 years had
been of achievements as
well as difficulties for the
north-eastern state and
the people of the state
deserved this, he said.

“Today, Nagaland is on
the edge of making his-
tory. After years of insur-
gency, there is hope and
with the support of the
people of the state, of the
civil society institutions
and all the stakeholders,
there is an opportunity
for a lasting peace,” the
president said.

The expectations for
alasting peace have gone
up in Nagaland, which
had been hit by insurgen-
cy for decades, after the
Centre and the NSCN(IM)
signed a framework
agreement in 2015. Na-
galand Governor P B

Acharya had also said on
September 19 that the
vexed Naga issue would
be solved within the next
one or two months.

Kovind said Nagaland
had a unique situation --
there was no opposition
-- and that this also of-
fered a chance to resolve
the long-standing politi-
cal problems and bring a
lasting peace.

Since November
2015, all 60 MLAs of the

state are part of the rul-
ing Democratic Alliance
of Nagaland, led by the
Naga People’s Front.
Congratulating all the
Naga groups for having
come so far, the president
expressed confidence
that “a final agreement --
one that is fair to all and
meets the expectations
and aspirations of all --
will be reached soon.”
Kovind was address-
ing a gathering on the

occasion of the 54th Na-
galand Statehood Day,
which coincided with the
inaugural function of the
Hornbill Festival, an an-
nual tourism festival, at
Naga Heritage Village Ki-
sama, some 12 km south
of state capital Kohima.
The president said
the Hornbill Festival per-
fectly showcased the rich
Naga culture and tradi-
tions, preserved over the
years in the form of mu-

sic, dance and food.

He said the key to
Nagaland’s development
was infrastructure and
connectivity projects.

These would link the
north-eastern state with
new markets, both in In-
dia and abroad, and that
was one of the key goals
of the Government of In-
dia’s Act East Policy, he
said.

Appealing to the
NSCN(K) to join the dia-
logue process, Governor
Acharya said, “A per-
manent solution should
boost the progress and
development  of the
state.”

Chief Minister T R
Zeliang said, “We have
already witnessed 20
long years of the peace
process and another two
years after the signing of
the Framework Agree-
ment.”

But as the vexed Naga
political issue still re-
mained unresolved, the
full potential and growth
of the state had been de-
layed, he added.

Framework Agreement should
be inclusive to all, says Jamir

KoHiMA, DEc 2 (PTI):
Odisha Governor S C
Jamir, who is also the
former chief minister of
Nagaland, today said the
Framework Agreement
should be inclusive of all
sections of Naga society.

The Framework
Agreement was signed
between the NSCN(IM)
and the Centre in 2015 to
solve the Naga political
problem. President Ram
Nath Kovind yesterday
said the final agreement
on the issue would soon
be arrived at.

Jamir also lauded
the Centre’s efforts to
hold dialogue with six

Naga nationalist politi-
cal groups, besides the
NSCN(IM) for final settle-
ment of the decades old
Naga political problem.

“This is the right di-
rection, because when
we talk of inclusive solu-
tion it means inclusion
of all the groups,” Jamir
told reporters at Naga
Heritage Village Kisama
where the Hornbill Festi-
val is being held.

The agreement
should be honourable to
the people of Nagaland
and also acceptable to
the Centre, he said.

To a question on the
Hornbill Festival, which

was initiated by the then
Congress  government
under his chief minister-
ship in 2010, Jamir said
“We brought all the tribes
together to promote and
preserve the Naga tradi-
tion and culture by exhib-
iting it before the world
at Kohima Local Ground”.
He said the fair was
shifted to Kisama later
and he is happy that it is
progressing in full scale.
“We should go on
improving it but not by
copying the western cul-
ture and style. The prime
effort should be to exhib-
it our own culture and
tradition,” he said.

Cong field Dolo, Dini for Arunachal by-poll

Itanagar, Dec 2 (PTI):
Opposition Congress to-
day nominated Kameng
Dolo as its official candi-
date for Pakke-Kessang
assembly seat, while
Modam Dini has been se-
lected for Likabali for the
December 12 by-election
to two assembly seats.
Party spokesman Hina
Camder Tok said Congress
President Sonia Gandhi
approved the candidature

of Dolo and Dini.

The Likabali seat had
fallen vacant after the
state health and family
welfare minister Jomde
Kena passed away on Sep-
tember 4 this year ata city
hospital in Guwahati.

The  Pakke-Kessang
seat fell vacant after the
Gauhati High Court de-
clared null and void the
election of Dolo, who was
former deputy chief min-

ister from it in the March
15, 2014 polls following
an election petition filed
against him by BJP nom-
inee and former minister
Atum Welly.

Dolo had won the elec-
tion unopposed in 2014
and Welly had alleged that
a fraudulent move threw
him out of the election,
as the EC had accepted a
forged letter of withdraw-
al of his candidature.

Gunfight between
AR troopers and
militants near

Mynamar border
IMPHAL, DEC 2 (PTI): A
gun battle broke out be-
tween Assam Rifles (AR)
troopers and militants at
Kongkan village in Kam-
jong district in the wee
hours today.

The troopers of 31 AR
were ambushed at Kong-
kan village near Myanmar
border by suspected Revolu-
tionary Peoples’ Front (RPF)
militants around 3.30am, a
senior police officer said.

“The jawans retaliated
and a gun battle ensued
between the two sides.
The militants, however,
escaped taking advantage
of the darkness and rug-
ged terrains. No casualty
was reported during the
gunfight which lasted for
a few minutes,” he said.

Additional forces com-
prising army officials, AR
troopers and state police
officers have been rushed
to the site to nab the mili-
tants, the officer added.

‘Amazon Obhijaan’ to release
in six languages

Kolkata, Dec 2 (PTI): ‘Amazon Obhijaan’, a sequel to
Bengali blockbuster ‘Chander Pahar’, will be the first
Bengali film to be released in five other languages.
Directed by Kamaleswar Mukherjee, the film -
based on popular Bengali writer Bibhutibhusan Ban-
dyopadhyay’s classic adventure fiction - will release
on December 22 in Bengali, Hindi, Odia, Assamese,

Tamil and Telugu.

“Amazon Obhijaan’ will be the only Bengali movie
to be released in five other languages,” SVF co-founder

Mahendra Soni said.

The two-minute trailer of the film, starring Dev in
lead role, was released yesterday in all six languages.

Director Mukherjee said, “Two years after fictional
Italian adventurer Marco Florian failed in his mission,
his daughter Anna approaches the well-known Benga-
li explorer Shankar Choudhury, requesting him to join
her for an expedition. Shankar readily accepts Anna’s
request and a journey begins to the heart of Amazon,
to discover the hidden city of gold, El Dorado.”

Mukherjee had earlier directed ‘Chander Pahar’,
where the intrepid adventurer Shankar went to South
Africa in search of gold and diamond mines.

In ‘Amazon Obhijaan) Shankar goes to the dense
rainforests of South America and encounters hurdles

in the wildnerness.

KUTSE ZHIPCHU SHERGU

Say not in grief: "She is no more”,
but live in thankfulness that she was."

Our Gratitude to all our Friends,Relatives and well
wishers for their support and love during the time of

our bereavement.

My Mother passed away peacefully at our home on the
16th of October 2017.
Her KUTSE ZHIPCHU SHERGU (49 day prayers)
falls on TSE CHONGA (15th day of the 10th lunar
month) corresponding to the 3rd of Dec 2017.

With all humility we request everyone whose lives my
mother touched and connected them to her and her
family, to please join us in prayer at our residence in

Gyalshing.

Ugyen Chopel

The Shangdarpa Family of Gyalshing
The Yuksom Family.

Rabri Devi grilled by ED for 6 hours

PATNA, DEC 2 (PTI): For-
mer Bihar Chief Minister
Rabri Devi was today
grilled for six hours here
by the Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED) in connec-
tion with a railway hotels
allotment corruption
case, official sources said.

Rabri Devi, wife of RJD
chief Lalu Prasad, reached
the ED zonal office in the
state capital by noon.

“A special team of the
agency from Delhi record-
ed her statement under
the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA).

She was questioned
for six hours,” a senior of-
ficial said.

Lalu Prasad was the
railway minister in the
UPA-I government.

Rabri Devi’s appear-
ance before the central
probe agency comes after
she skipped similar sum-
monses at least six times.

It is understood that
the agency allowed her
request to be questioned
in Patna and not in Delhi,
where the criminal case
has been registered.

The ED has earlier
questioned Rabri Devi’s
son Tejashwi Yadav, for-
mer deputy chief minister
of Bihar, twice in this case.

In July, the agency had

registered a case against
Lalu Prasad, his family
members and others un-
der various provisions of
the PMLA.

Before that, the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) had registered
a first information report
and conducted multiple
searches on the properties
of Lalu Prasad and others.

The CBI FIR alleged
that Lalu Prasad, during
his tenure as the railway
minister in the UPA-I gov-
ernment, handed over
the maintenance of two
Indian Railway Catering
and Tourism Corpora-
tion (IRCTC) hotels to a
company in 2004 after
receiving bribe in the
form of a prime land in
Patna through a ‘bena-
mi’ company owned by
Sarla Gupta, wife of Prem
Chand Gupta, a former
Union minister.

The ED registered
the criminal case against

his family members and
others under the PMLA,
based on the CBI FIR.

The CBI has already
recorded the statements
of Tejashwi and Lalu
Prasad in this case.

The ED is investigat-
ing the alleged “proceeds
of crime” generated by
the accused, purportedly
through shell companies,
according to the officials.

Others named in the
CBI FIR include Vijay
Kochhar, Vinay Kochhar

(both directors of Sujata
Hotels), Delight Market-
ing company, now known
as Lara Projects, and then
IRCTC managing director
PK Goel.

The CBI FIR was
registered on July 5 in
connection with favours
allegedly extended to Su-
jata Hotels in awarding a
contract for the upkeep
of the hotels in Ranchi
and Puri and receiving
premium land as “quid
pro quo”.

SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES
SIKKIM WINTER SPECIAL BUMPER

Draw No:6 DrawDate 0n:02/12/17

1t Prize Rs.1.02 Crores A 39920
(Including Super Prize Amt)

2nd Prize Rs.11 Lakhs D 75694
(Including Super Prize Amt)

3rd Prize Rs.9,000/-

25117 26761 43192 48504 54264

56510 61528 70622 72194 76986

4th Prize Rs.5,000/-

22247 33763 34476 44595 49124

54076 60441 66678 68664 78626

Sth Prize Rs.1,000/-

6th Prize Rs.500/-

7th Prize Rs.300/-

0284 0672 2590 5642 6266 7125 7414 8217 9731 9973

0313 0636 0791 1594 1667 2259 2790 2962 3303 4008
4062 4785 6088 6362 6782 7962 9495 9571 9903 9908

0012 0122 0180 0209 0215 0241 0252 0291 0336 0479
0583 0803 0821 0981 0996 1115 1207 1241 1374 1552
1645 1738 1745 1746 1756 1767 1884 1995 2016 2122
2357 2552 2601 2716 2753 2772 2859 2886 2958 3091
3610 3617 3642 3748 3962 4193 4261 4439 4554 4729
4827 4920 4956 5023 5124 5685 5740 5828 5856 5897
5968 6020 6029 6178 6204 6255 6371 6483 6492 6511
6637 6812 6824 6847 6863 6888 6930 7311 7433 7463
77227743 7907 8018 8028 8117 8135 8143 8181 8572
8722 8723 8781 8791 9552 9568 9850 9883 9943 9983

)
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Maidan heavyweights to renew
rivalry at ‘unusual time’

KoLKATA, DEC 2 (PTI): Maidan heavy-
weights Mohun Bagan and East Bengal
will look to prove a point when they
resume their traditional rivalry in the
I-League, albeit, at an ‘unusual time’,
here tomorrow.

The All India Football Federa-
tion (AIFF) has emphasised that the
I-League remains the top-tier compe-
tition but it's no secret that they are a
poor cousin to the lucrative Indian Su-
per League (ISL) which has not only got
the better share of players but a superi-
or broadcast quality.

To add to their misery is the 2pm
Kkickoff for the marquee match, which is
a first for the Kolkata derby at the iconic
Saltlake Stadium since 1984.

Since the ISL mathes are being
played at 5:30pm and 8:00 pm the I
League matches have been scheduled
early in the day.

The revamped Saltlake Stadium will
host the first derby of the season after
a gap of 680 days since the 1-1 draw on
January 23 last year.

“For a high-intensity match, it'’s an
unusual time. We have asked the play-
ers to get ready for the warm-up ses-
sion at the ground at 1.10 pm. It means
that they will have early lunch too, may
be by 10 am. It could be an influencing
factor,” said Mohun Bagan assistant
coach Shankarlal Chakraborty.

Both East Bengal and Mohun Bagan
have roped in a few players from reign-
ing champions Aizawl FC who played
home matches at 2 pm.

Mohun Bagan’s Nigerian defend-
er Eze Kingsley, who was with the
I-League-winning team last season,
also echoed the sentiment but added
they have “to follow” the fixture drawn
by the AIFF.

The I-League is struggling for the
better share of players who were lured
away by the lucrative ISL as Mohun Ba-
gan would be without any India team

regular.

At East Bengal, 12 of their players
have switched allegiance to the ISL and
only three players -- Nikhil Poojary, Mo-
hammed Rafique (who could not join
ISL because of long term contracts) and
Salam Ranjan Singh -- have been called
up for India duty recently.

For a long time, the derby has seen
some usual faces like Mehtab Hossain,
Jeje Lalpekhlua and Debjit Majumder
who will be missed by the fans this time.

In such an unusual time, the der-
by will also see the Mohun Bagan’s
I-League winning playmaker Katsumi
Yusa in red- and-gold jersey.

An integral part of the Mohun Bagan
attack for four seasons, the Japanese

had helped Sanjoy Sen-coached side
win the I-League in 2014-2015 and the
Federation Cup the following season.

“I have played so many derbies. Ev-
ery derby is a different match, but I'll
have a special feeling this time. [ am so
happy and excited to face Mohun Bagan.
I respect them, but I'm focusing on this
match as an East Bengal player,” he said.

Katsumi had scored on his East Ben-
gal debut to give them a 2-0 lead but
their defence went into a sleep mode to
let Aizawl bounce back in a 2-2 draw in
their I-League opener.

East Bengal defence will be under
huge pressure after their blip in the last
15 minutes.

“I do not think the defence will be

under pressure. They played well the
other day. But we were punished for
making silly mistakes. I am confident
that was the last time we made those
mistakes,” Katsumi said.

Mohun Bagan defender Eze would
be up against his former Aizawl FC
teammate Mahmoud Al Amna, who
holds the key for East Bengal.

“Every derby is 50-50, but East Ben-
gal have more mature and experienced
players,” Kingsley said.

“We know what Al Amna is capable
of doing. But we will be taking it as a
match against East Bengal, not against
any individual,” the Mohun Bagan de-
fender added.

Hackathon to address
societal migrant labour
issues launched

KocHi, DEc 2 (PTI): The
US Consulate General,
Chennai,with three Ker-
ala-based institutions,
today announced the
launch of ‘Blockathon For
Change, a hackathon to
address the societal issues
of migrant labour using
blockchain technology.

Migrant labourers are
often a disadvantaged
and vulnerable group be-
cause of social, economic
and cultural issues associ-
ated with migration, Mak-
er Village, one of the part-
ners in the programme,
said in a release here.

In India, massive in-
ter-state migration of
labourers warrants im-
mediate attention, both
at the ground level and
policy level, it said.

The proposed hack-
athon is designed to
beneficially employ the
Blockchain  technology
for offering comprehen-
sive solutions to mitigate
problems related to mi-
grant labour.

This is the first time in
India that such a bold at-
tempt is made to leverage
high-end technology to
address one of the most

critical social issues of our
times, the release said.

Besides Maker Village,
Kerala-based Centre for
Public Policy Research
(CPPR) and Kerala Startup
Mission (KSUM) are the
other partners of the US
consulate in the mission.

Noting that migrant
workers encounter var-
ious problems in their
daily life, the release said
their contribution to the
country’s economy is
enormous, but little is
done for their well-being.

“Therefore with this
hackathon,we want to
find technology driven
solutions to address the
challenges.”

The organisers invit-
ed applications from ide-
ators, inventors, software
developers, program-
mers, designers, engi-
neers, entrepreneurs and
start-ups to participate in
the finals of hackathon at
Maker Village here during
December 21-22, 2017.

As part of the event
mentoring sessions, talks
on Block chain technol-
ogy and Migrant Labour
issues shall be held at
Maker Village.

Ramchandra
Guha to deliver
keynote address
at GALF

Record breaking Kohli, solid

Govt to float
more Eols for

strategic sale
KoLKATA, DEC 2 (PTI):

PaNAj;, DEc 2 (PTI):
The upcoming Goa Arts
and Literature Festival
(GALF) will see eminent
historian ~ Ramchandra
Guha delivering the key-
note address at the inau-
guration ceremony here
on December 7.

“The inaugural func-
tion will also see unveil-
ing of the official artwork
of GALF 2017 prepared
by well-known Goan art-
ist Hanuman Kambli,” a
press release from the
organisers said.

GALF 2017 is organ-
ised by The International
Centre Goa in association
with Goa Writers, with
support from the North
Eastern Council, Ministry
of Development of North
Eastern Region and Di-
rectorate of Art and Cul-
ture, Government of Goa.

Writers and artists
from Brazil, Canada, Ire-
land, Singapore, the UK
and USA, among other
countries, would be at-
tending the festival.

Mllustrious  writers
from India who would
be participating include
Sahitya Akademi Award
winners Ganesh Devy,
Ramchandra Guha, Jerry
Pinto and Ranjit Hoskote.
Also, the North Eastern
Council would be send-
ing several writers from
that region, the organ-
isers said.
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SummitTimes, call
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Vijay punish Sri Lanka

KUSHAN SARKAR
NEw DELH], DEC 2 (PTI):
Captain Virat Kohli and
opener Murali Vijay
made a mockery of sub-
par Sri Lankan attack with
effortless centuries as In-
dia cruised to 371 for four
on the first day of the third
and final cricket Test.

Skipper Kohli (156
batting), who is on a re-
cord-breaking spree,
smashed his 20th hun-
dred in company of Vijay
(155) as they added 283
runs for the third wicket.

Sri Lankan bowlers
were not even capable of
bowling to the set field as
Vijay hit 13 boundaries
while Kohli’s innings had
16 boundaries.

The skipper made it
look like a knocking ses-
sion against a bowling
attack, which at times
looked inferior than a
middle-rung  first-class
side playing Ranji Trophy.

Kohli also became the
first international cap-
tain to score a hat-trick
of hundreds in a three-
Test series.

If Kohli intimidated
the Sri Lankans with his
range of strokes, the sub-
lime Vijay punished them
with a innumerable cuts
throughout the day.

Watching the Lank-
ans bowl without any
sense of purpose, a for-

mer India player turned
commentator made a
classic comment.

Lahiru Gamage at
best could be a third pac-
er of a mid-level Ranji
Trophy side!

The gulf between the
two sides was more ev-
ident as Kohli at times
merely pushed the balls
through the gaps and
fetched boundaries at will.

One sided contests at
times can be painful for
the spectators and the
ruthless demolition of Sri
Lanka certainly did not
make up for a good con-
test between bat and ball.

While stacking up
some amazing numbers
before the South Africa
series would do a world
of good in terms of con-
fidence for the batsmen,
it would be interesting to
see how much of a help it
is in terms of preparation
for alien conditions in the
Rainbow Nation in just
about a month s time.

Vijay was finally
stumped off a Lakshan
Sandakan delivery giving
the visitors something to
cheer about towards the
fag end of the day.

The Lankan attack’s
plight could be gauged by
the fact that they were hit
for 38 boundaries in just
two sessions.

Pacer Gamage (1/68)

would provide half-vol-
leys on the off-stump
keeping the cover area
vacant and  skipper
would gleefully punched
it through the region.

When the off-side
cordon was plugged,
Gamage would bowl on
the legs for him to tick-
le to fine leg boundary.
With his military medi-
um pace, when he tried to
bounce Kohlj, the skipper
rocked back and pulled
him through mid-wicket.

Off-spinner Dilruwan
Perera (1/97) was giv-
en a five- pronged leg-
side field expecting that
he would bowl classical
off-breaks. He bowled
straight with no protec-
tion on the off- side. And
what did Kohli do? He
simply used his supple
wrists to get a boundary
through the cover region
and then hit a late cut for
good measure.

Chinaman  Lakshan
Sandakan (2/110) could
not find his length as he
was easily negotiated by
Kohli and Vijay.

Sandakan bowled a lot
of deliveries outside the
leg-stump and could rarely
draw the batsman forward.

Kohli’s career-fastest
Test half-century came
off 52 balls and in no time
he matched Vijay s score
with both racing towards

three-figure mark.

Vijay reached his per-
sonal landmark - 11th in
longest version with a
back-foot cover drive off
chinaman Lakshan San-
dakan. He did a little cel-
ebratory jig after that.

Kohli reached three
figure mark in the post tea
session off 110 balls also
his fastest in the format.

While the home team
scored runs at a fast
clip at more than four
runs per over, both Shi-
khar Dhawan (23) and
Cheteshwar Pujara (23)
would certainly rue the
missed chance on one of
the flattest decks on offer.

For Ajinkya Rahane
(1), his nightmare against
slow bowlers continued
as Sandakan got him
stumped towards close.

Earlier, Sri Lankan
skipper Dinesh Chandi-
mal was spot on in his
assessment of the track
as it was another typical
low bounce batting par-
adise at Kotla, where Vi-
jay made merry from the
word go after Kohli right-
ly opted to bat.

Vijay started with a
streaky four past gully off
Suranga Lakmal followed
by one off his hips. In the
next over from Gamage,
there was a firm jab past
the bowler that went to
the boundary.

The government is set to
float more expressions of
interest (Eols) for strate-
gic sale, where full own-
ership and management
could be handed over to
private players, an official

said today.
Already, Eols for eight
companies have been

floated for strategic sale,
he said.

“Eols for three to four
companies will be float-
ed in four to six weeks,”
Neeraj Gupta, secretary,
Department of Investment
and Public Asset Manage-
ment (DIPAM) said.

In this context, he said
the strategic divestment
of Air India was progress-
ing without any hiccups
and the government
would float an Eol, but
did not divulge the time-
frame of it.

Speaking at the Mer-
chants Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry here,
Gupta said that DIPAM
would make its best en-
deavour to meet the di-
vestment target of Rs
72,500 crore this fiscal.

So far, the government
has been able to realise
an amount of Rs 52,500
crore through the stake
sale process, he said.

Gupta said the Centre
was committed to retain
majority in certain PSUs,
while state-owned mo-
nopolies cannot be given
to private hands.

Too early to say low
growth trend reversed:
Manmohan Singh

SURAT, DEC 2 (PTI): For-
mer Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh on Saturday
welcomed the uptick in
the Q2 GDP growth at 6.3
percent but cautioned that
itis too early to say there is
a reversal in decline seen
in the past five quarters.

Singh also said at this
rate it is not possible for
the Narendra Modi gov-
ernment to equal UPA
government’s  10-year
average growth rate.

“July-September
quarter has registered
a growth rate of 6.3 per
cent. This is to be wel-
comed, but is too early
to conclude that this rep-
resents a reversal of the
declining trend seen in
the previous five quar-
ters,” Singh, also a former
finance minister, told a
gathering of business-
men here.

“Some economists be-
lieve that the Central Sta-
tistics Office (CSO) has not
adequately captured the
impact of demonetisation
and GST on the informal
sector that accounts for
about 30 per cent of the
economy,” he said.

Further quoting econ-
omists M Govinda Rao
and former chairman of
National Statistical Com-
mission Pranab Sen, the
former prime minister
said, “There is still consid-
erable uncertainty about
the growth of GDP. The
RBI forecasts that growth
in 2017-18 will pick up
to 6.7 per cent. However,
even if growth reaches
6.7 per cent in 2017-18,
Modiji’s four-year aver-
age growth rate will still
be only 7.1 per cent.”

He claimed that the

Modi government will
not be able to equal the
UPA government’s 10-
year average growth rate.

“To equal the UPAs
10-year average, the
economy will have to
grow at 10.6 per cent in
the fifth year. I would be
happy if this were to hap-
pen, but frankly, I don’t
think this will happen,”
Singh quipped.

Reversing the five
quarters of slowing GDP
growth, Indian economy
expanded by 6.3 per cent
in July-September on the
back of a pick-up in man-
ufacturing.

The senior Congress
leader also said the GDP
growth rate falling to 5.7
per cent in the first quarter
of 2017-18 due to demon-
etisation was still a “gross
underestimate” as the GDP
did not capture the pain of
the informal sector.

“Every one per cent
loss of GDP annually costs
our nation Rs 1.5 lakh
crore. Think of the hu-
man impact from this lost
growth -- the lost jobs,
the youth whose oppor-
tunities have vanished,
the businesses who had
to shut down, and entre-
preneurs whose drive to
succeed has turned into
discouraged disappoint-
ment,” he signed off.

Remove Carblde toxic waste under ‘Swachh Bharat’ drive: Groups
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BHOPAL, DEC 2 (PTI): Two or-
ganisations working for survi-
vors of the Bhopal Gas Tragedy
have written to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi requesting him
to get the toxic waste lying in the
defunct Union Carbide factory
here removed under the ‘Swa-
chh Bharat Abhiyan’ (SBA).
Bhopal Gas Peedith Mahila
Udyog Sanghathan (BGPMUS)

and Bhopal Gas Peedith Sang-
harsh Sahayog Samiti (BGPSSS)
have made the requestin a letter
sent to Modi on November 30.
“It is inexplicable as to why
the issue of the urgent need
for cleaning up the highly toxic
spots in and around the former
pesticide factory of Union Car-
bide India Ltd (UCIL) at Bhopal
is not a vital part of that (SBA)

ter.

others.

campaign,” they said in the let-

Toxic gas spewed from the
Carbide factory on the interven-
ing night of December 2-3, 1984,
killing thousands of people and
gravely affecting about 5,50,000

“Kindly direct the officials
concerned to take requisite
steps to re-mediate the pol-

luted environment (including

1,10,000 tons of contaminated

soil alone) by seeking neces-
sary technical help from the
United Nations
Programme (UNEP),” stated the
letter.

Environment

Abdul Jabbar Khan, conve-

ner of BGPMUS and N D Jay-
aprakash, co-convener of BG-
PSSS, wrote the letter.
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Pope leaves Bangladesh laughing
after diplomatic tightrope

DHAKA, DEc 2 (AP): Pope
Francis urged Bangladeshi
priests and nuns to resist the
“terrorism of gossip” that
can tear religious communi-
ties apart, delivering one of
his trademark, zinger-filled
spontaneous speeches to the
country’s Catholic leadership
today at the close of an other-
wise tense and diplomatically
fraught Asian tour.

As he has done in simi-
lar encounters, Francis told
the priests and nuns gathered
in Chittagong’s Holy Rosary
Church that he was ditching the
eight-page speech that he had
prepared and would instead
speak to them from his heart.

“I don’t know if it will be
better or worse, but I prom-
ise it will be less boring,” he
quipped.

And then for the next 15
minutes, Francis had the crowd

in stitches, mixing paternal ad-
vice on how to tend to religious
vocations (“with tenderness”)
with gentle warnings about the
havoc that gossip “bombs” can
wreak when lobbed in closed

religious life.

“How many religious com-
munities have been destroyed
because of a spirit of gossip?”
said Francis, adding that he
was speaking from personal
experience. “Please, bite your
tongue.”

History’s first Jesuit pope
has frequently lamented the
damage gossip can do within
the church, where vows of obe-
dience, strict hierarchies and
closed communities can breed
jealousies and resentment.

It's a message Francis has
brought to ordinary parish-
es riven by divisions and to
the top of the Catholic Church
leadership. His most famous
iteration came in his 2014
Christmas greetings to the
Vatican bureaucracy, when he
listed the “terrorism of gos-
sip” as one of the 15 maladies
his closest collaborators were
suffering (alongside “spiritual
Alzheimer’s” and a “pathology
of power.”)

The Bangladeshi edition
was far more jovial in tone,
and many in the pews nod-
ded along as Francis made
one zinger after another to

make his point. It was a hu-
mour-filled end to a tense dip-
lomatic trip that saw Francis
maintain public silence over
the Rohingya refugee crisis
while in Myanmar, only to ad-
dress it head on in Bangladesh
with an emotional encounter
with refugees themselves.

“The presence of God today
is also called ‘Rohingya” he
told a group of 16 refugees who
travelled to Dhaka from Cox’s
Bazar, the district bordering
Myanmar where refugee camps
are overflowing with more than
620,000 Rohingya who have
fled what the UN says is a cam-
paign of ethnic cleansing by
Myanmar’s military.

Francis’ final event in Ban-
gladesh was a youth rally be-
fore boarding the plane for the
flight home to Rome and his
traditional airborne press con-
ference.

In Flynn, Mueller unearths more lies - and a key witness

WASHINGTON, DEC 2 (AP): More
smoke but no smoking gun.

Michael Flynn's guilty plea
added a new layer of lies to the
far-reaching investigation into
ties between President Don-
ald Trump and Russia, and put
heightened scrutiny on the pres-
ident’s son-in-law, Jared Kushner.

But Flynn’s admission, and
all of the criminal cases thus far,
have not resolved the fundamen-
tal question special counsel Rob-
ert Mueller is seeking to answer:
Did Trump’s campaign collude
with Russia to win the election?

Still, Mueller has left no
doubt that his investigators
have amassed a wealth of
knowledge about the contacts
between Trump associates and
the Russians, and they’re look-
ing to gather more facts from
Flynn, a new key cooperator.

By forcing Flynn's assistance,
Mueller gains someone who can
put him in the room with Trump
and his closest advisers during the
campaign, transition and the early
days of the administration, times
where Trump associates have ac-
knowledged communicating with
people connected to Russia.

In the hours after Flynn ad-
mitted lying about his contacts
with a Russian government offi-
cial, two names surfaced as inte-
gral players in his actions.

Kushner was identified as a
“very senior” transition official,
who directed Flynn to contact
foreign governments, including
Russia, abouta UN Security Coun-
cil resolution last December. And
KT McFarland, who served as
Flynn’s deputy national security
adviser, was a “senior” transition
official involved in discussions
with Flynn about what to relay
to Sergey Kislyak, then Russia’s
ambassador to the US, about the
response to US sanctions levied
by the Obama administration.

Kushner and McFarland
weren’t named in court papers.
But McFarland’s involvement
was confirmed by two former
transition officials who spoke
on condition of anonymity be-
cause they weren't authorised
to publicly discuss the matter.
One of the officials confirmed
Kushner’s involvement.

Flynn became the fourth per-
son known to have been charged
in Mueller’s probe and the sec-

ond, after former campaign poli-
cy adviser George Papadopoulos,
to cooperate with investigators.

For both Flynn and Papado-
poulos, prosecutors employed
a similar, and textbook, strate-
gy by accepting a limited guilty
plea and turning the defendants
into government cooperators.

Papadopoulos and Flynn
both pleaded guilty to lying to
the FBI about their foreign con-
tacts but not for their underly-
ing conduct.

Still, Flynn'’s plea to a single
felony count of false statements
made him the first official of the
Trump White House to admit
guilt so far in Mueller’s criminal
investigation as court papers
made clear that senior Trump
officials were aware of his out-
reach to Russian officials in the
weeks before the inauguration.

That revelation moved the
Russia investigation, which has
overshadowed Trump’s agen-
da throughout the year, deeper

into the White House and raised
questions about the accuracy of
administration assertions that
Flynn had misled Vice President
Mike Pence and other officials
about his calls with Kislyak.
Though prosecutors also
had investigated Flynn lobbying
work on behalf of the Turkish
government, the fact he plead-
ed guilty to just one count, and
faces a guideline range of zero
to six months in prison, suggest
prosecutors see him as a valu-
able tool and are granting a de-
gree of leniency in exchange for
his sharing what he knows.
Flynn, a 58-year-old retired
US Army lieutenant general,
accepted responsibility for his
actions in a written statement:
“My guilty plea and agreement
to cooperate with the Special
Counsel’s Office reflect a deci-
sion I made in the best interests
of my family and of our country.”
Immediately after Flynn's
plea, White House lawyer Ty
Cobb sought to put distance be-
tween Trump and the ex-aide,
saying, “Nothing about the guilty
plea or the charge implicates
anyone other than Mr Flynn.”
For his part, the president
ignored reporters’ shouted
questions as he welcomed the
Libyan prime minister to the
White House, and aides can-

celled media access to a later
meeting between the two.

He did appear briefly at an
afternoon White House holiday
reception for the media, where
he offered season’s greetings
and departed without address-
ing the Mueller investigation.

Trump grew close to Flynn
during the campaign. The gen-
eral was a vocal and reliable
Trump surrogate, known for
leading crowds in “Lock her up”
chants regarding Democrat Hil-
lary Clinton’s use of a private
email server. After his election
victory, Trump elevated Flynn as
his top national security adviser.

But Flynn’s White House
tenure was short-lived. He was
forced to resign last February
following news reports reveal-
ing that the Obama administra-
tion officials had informed the
Trump White House that Flynn
had discussed sanctions with
Kislyak, a fact at odds with the
public assertions of Pence.

The officials warned that the
discrepancy made the adminis-
tration potentially vulnerable to
Russian blackmail.

That FBI investigation was
the basis of the court case
against Flynn, centring on a se-
ries of conversations that Fly-
nn had with Kislyak during the
transition period.

Trump, Modi speak over phone; express satisfaction over GES

LALIT KJHA

House said today.
President

Washington, Dec 2 (PTI):
President Donald Trump

Summit co-hosted by the
US and India this week
in Hyderabad, the White

Trump’s
daughter Ivanka, who is
also his senior advisor, had
led the US delegation at the

three-day event.

yesterday on the phone.

and Prime Minister “The leaders expressed
Narendra Modi have ex- satisfaction with the recent
pressed satisfaction over Global Entrepreneurship
the recently concluded Summit (GES), co-hosted
Global Entrepreneurship by the United States and

world,

brief readout of the call.

Trump spoke to Modi

India, which brought to-
gether entrepreneurs and
investors from around the
including 38 US
states, the District of Co-
lombia, and Puerto Rico,”
the White House said in a

This year’s summit
focused on supporting
women entrepreneurs and
fostering economic growth
globally.

“For all of our progress,
gender divides on access to
technology, nutrition, and
health, preventing women,
their families, and their
communities from reach-
ing their full potential”
State Department spokes-
person Heather Nauert
said on Thursday.

CorLomBo, DEC 2 (PTI):

Powerful
heavy rains have killed at
least 13 people in Sri Lan-
ka, as a strong cyclone,
which has wreaked hav-
oc in southern India and
posed threat to it, moved
away from the island na-
tion today.

The severe weather
conditions
Wednesday nightas gusty
winds and rains battered
parts of the country, and
have so far affected more
than 77,000 people, offi-

cials s

aid.

storms

started

with

on

Power supply, essen-
tial services and air traf-
fic was disrupted in the
stormy weather that left
several buildings dam-
aged and trees uprooted
in its wake.

Five people have been
reported “missing” and
at least 13 people killed
since Wednesday night
due to rains and storm,
the police said.

The Ambalangoda re-
gion in southern Sri Lan-
ka has recorded the max-
imum number of these
deaths at four, they said.

According to the po-
lice, around 4,000 peo-
ple were being housed in
temporary relief camps

in Ambalangoda.

The high winds and
persistent rains which

Severe weather kills 13
in Sri Lanka; cyclone
Ockhi moving away

hit the island nation on
Wednesday later devel-
oped into cyclone ‘Ockhi’,
which has affected parts
in southern Indian states
of Tamil Nadu and Kera-
la and caused loss to life

and property.
Lanka’s depart-

Sri

ment of meteorology to-
day announced that ‘Ock-
hi’ is now located some
850-km to the west of
the island and is moving
further away.

“Hence its effect for

the country is expected
to be lessen gradually,” it
said in a statement.

The department said

“fairly heavy rains” or
thundershowers were ex-
pected later today in West-
ern, Sabaragamuwa and
Central provinces, while
“strong gusty winds” in
Ratnapura, Kaluthara and

Galle districts.
Addressing

Parlia-

ment on Thursday, Prime
Minister Ranil Wickrem-
esinghe had said that he
had directed officials to
pay each family affected
by bad weather rupees
10,000 as emergency as-

sistance.
The military was also

deployed to assist in the
rescue and recovery op-
erations in the wake of
the severe weather con-
ditions.
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BEST SUCCESS RECORD SINCE 2007,

NEET & JEE mains qualified, selection of students-17-MBBS, 13-BDS,
41-Engineering, through entrance.
We Complete Syllabus, weekly mock test, last minute questions & answers preparation,

Parents can check Regular attendance & weekly MOCK test performance.

Don't go far away from home! Giving best Coaching, SPECIAL CARE &
HOSPITALITIES, HOSTEL available for BOYS & GIRLS separatel:
oin Advance Coaching for X & XII (Appearing ix & xi May Join)

U D I S HA PNG SCHOOL ROAD, GANGTOK.

Call: 9434137448 / 9083289834

CAR FOR
SALE: A Ren-
ualt Kwid 1L
(2016 Dec
model) in ex-
cellent condi-
tion if for sale.
First owner,
rarely driver —
2800 km and
all equipments
and docu-
ments upto
date. Price
negotiable.
Interested par-
ties contact:
9933427505.

TE LOTTERIES

DEAR OSTRICH EVENING

Draw Time : 8:00 pm onward
Draw No:15 DrawDate on:11/11/17
1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 75C 53828

(Including Super Prize Amt)
(Cons. Prize Rs.9499/- 53828 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
01249 10160 17823 19495 60315
60448 63636 69135 97176 97555
3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0491 1874 3399 3656 6086 7560 7973 7982 8055 8303
4th Prize Rs.250/- 0509 0866 3339 4203 5679 7883 8191 8507 8672 9752
5th Prize Rs.120/-
01750187 0293 0489 0595 0661 0894 0907 1009 1080
1330 1423 1637 1704 1750 1800 1880 2086 2168 2303
12440 2490 2629 2649 2826 2843 2844 2846 2950 3010
3034 3126 3543 3564 3712 4053 4069 4141 4246 4498
4509 4611 4717 4743 4784 4850 5011 5269 5291 5310
5396 5437 5440 5612 5763 5846 5874 5947 5963 6005
6194 6438 6469 6489 6509 6627 6702 6766 6961 7308
73197382 7423 7426 7600 7623 7627 7643 7705 7713
7805 7806 7832 7866 7967 8036 8069 8075 8093 8164
18397 8576 8679 8866 8966 9006 9013 9329 9920 9934
Issued by:
The Director,Nagaland State Lotteries,Kohima,Nagaland

For Result,Please Visit : www.nagalandlotteries.com
KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE

Issued by:

SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES

SIKKIM NEW WEEKLY

Draw No:1 DrawDate on:02/12/17
1st Prize Rs.2.02 Crores/- E 4623
(Including Super Prize Amt)
2nd Prize Rs.16.50 Lakhs/- G 3981
(Including Super Prize Amt)
3rd Prize Rs.11 Lakhs/- A 4591
(Including Super Prize Amt)
4th Prize Rs.5.50 Lakhs/- H 6231
(Including Super Prize Amt)
5th Prize Rs.9000/- 0104 0387 4716 4837 5927 6029 6770 7103 7453 9926
6th Prize Rs.5000/- 0044 3035 3702 4287 5022 5810 6468 6522 6643 6972
7th Prize Rs.2000/- 1890 2133 2914 3785 4652 4938 6807 7384 8048 9196
8th Prize Rs.1000/-
0054 0075 0083 0193 0359 0435 0565 0675 0679 0735
1383 1427 1506 1734 1765 1790 1818 2110 2276 2571
2658 2789 2807 2851 2884 3192 3216 3293 3343 3362
3371 3389 3417 3422 3425 3618 3703 3825 4001 4051
4109 4335 4546 4655 4812 4906 4917 4958 4970 4992
4999 5141 5185 5265 5343 5434 5871 5875 5879 5904
5979 5983 5991 5992 5995 6010 6054 6107 6160 6216
6521 6745 6805 6847 6995 7171 7208 7396 7508 7556
7875 7896 7934 8087 8230 8297 8324 8398 8500 8707
9028 9078 9159 9298 9448 9582 9606 9646 9817 9870

The Director,Sikkim State Lotteries,Deorali-737102 Gangtok,Sikkim
KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE
Please Visit: www.sikkimlotteries.com

43009
192§
8390

213
2555
(ErL)
21635
o524
4618
2138
5508
2599
LTET

45560
2048
8125

oats
[FITY
1634
8527
2454
(EE
19185
s602
0550
1830

11220

2431
8957

7413
neas
4807
5209
5038
sy
5168
zism
2422
8683

p1oa7
LTVEY
o414

o114
6413
8735
1728
540
6515
7228
2807
4258
(LT

17114
ETETY
azae

&n30
0332
2386
0113
8510
[TETY
2865
anny
1568
LLER)

FITETY
148
A0S

LETE]
1043
1993
3443
LIET]
113z
038
8517
5793
o818

24C 24799

08017
ETTH

4877

2226
0944
416

24700

08826
ap4n
[IE1Y

BEos
8271
2457
14z
2151
7417
2997
660
8127
5238

88671
4803
1313

1267
14
0207
FFeT
0818
4445
17
1073
6040
2893




SummitTIMES |03 December 2017

EtCETERA

EdSheeran opens upabouthls 2018Grammysnubs

d Sheeran is taking what

many are calling his Gram-
my Award snubs in stride and
is focusing on what matters to
him more: His fans.

The British pop star was
nominated for two 2018
Grammys for Best Pop Vocal
Album for his 2017 album
+ and Best Pop Solo Perfor-
mance for “Shape of You.”
Many of his fans expected him
to garner far more nods, as his
album and its new singles have
been very successful. In an in-
terview on Ellen DeGeneres’
YouTube series Ellen’s Show
Me More Show, posted online
Friday, the host told Sheeran
she is “outraged” that he was
not nominated for Album of
the Year or Song of the Year.

“My outlook on it is like,
some years you have your
year and some years you

don’t have your year, and
maybe this year wasn’t my
year,” the singer said.

Sheeran has won two Gram-
mys before, including Song
of the Year for “Thinking Out
Loud” at the 2016 ceremony.

DeGeneres said the song

“Shape of You,” which hit No.
1 on 10 charts worldwide,
including in the U.S,, did not
leave her head.

“But that's the point,
that’s where you win,” Sheer-
an said. “That’s where the
validation comes from, where

you actually see people—
genuine  people—enjoying
the songs. I'd rather have,
like, a lifetime of people com-
ing up to me and saying, like,
‘This song affects me in this
way, in a positive way, and
like, ‘This song is my wed-

ding song,’ “This song was my
first kiss, than anything else.
I think that’s where the vali-
dation comes.”

On DeGeneres’ show, the
singer also talked about his
new remix of his single “Per-
fect” with Beyoncé, which
was released the night before
the broadcast. The song is
about his girlfriend of almost
three years and former high
school pal Cherry Seaborn.

“Idid itand the song came
out so long ago,” Sheeran
said. “And I was like, ‘1 want
to do it as a single, and then |
thought of a way of relaunch-
ingitand I was like, ‘Oh, I love
Beyoncé. Shall I ask Beyoncé?
And in my head, I was like,
‘She’s gonna say no. And then
I was like, ‘Well, you might as
well ask. And she said, ‘Yeah,
so here we are.”

geles, California.

LET'S TAKE THE COUNTRY ROAD! Successful country
crooner, Blake Shelton, who lends his coaching skills to
“The Voice”, performs at ‘Jimmy Kimmel Live’ in Los An-

Selena Gomez Is
Keeping Her Blond
“She’s Not
Going Anywhere”

Hair:

Having secretly undergone
akidney transplant, called
it quits with her musical beau
The Weeknd, rekindled her
romance with former love
Justin Bieber, debuted new
music and cruised into the fi-
nal month of 2017 with blond
hair, the last year has been
full of adjustments for Gomez.
However, the songstress—and
this year’s Billboard Woman
of the Year—is embracing ev-
erything that has been thrown
at her with a smile.

With the esteemed Bill-
board honor now under her
belt, the 25-year-old can’t
help but feel overwhelmed,
but “in a beautiful way.”

“I feel like [when] I think
‘Woman of the Year, when
I read that, I actually think
about all the women in the
industry right now,” she told
El's Sibley Scoles. “It's pret-
ty remarkable and crucial to
see the voices that are being
heard and some for the first
time and I feel like it has made
me more proud to be a part of
this industry than ever and I
feel like that's the bigger pic-
ture of it.”

“Obviously [I'm] extremely
honored to be here,” she added.

After undergoing a life-sav-
ing kidney transplant this
summer, being able to stand on
the red carpet takes on a new
meaning for the singer.

“I am very, very lucky and

I feel really good,” the “Bad
Liar” assured. “I feel great. It's
a whole other part of me, but
I'm just, 'm happy and I'm
healthy and that's—I think
that’s what matters.”

The conversation could
not cut off without addressing
Gomez’s newest feature—her
bleached blond locks! She just
recently debuted her new icy
blond tresses on the American
Music Awards red carpet and,
according to the triple threat,
they’re here to stay.

“She’s not going any-
where,” Gomez said of her
hair. But, does the pronoun
mean she has a moniker for
her new ‘do?

“Not yet,” Gomez added. “I
gotta find it. I'm still getting to
know it

Allis notwell between Katrina Kaif and Fatima Sana Shaikh

s a rivalry brewing between

Katrina Kaif and Fatima Sana
Shaikh on the sets of Thugs of
Hindostan?

Bollywood is a very weird
industry. While we hear many
stories about differences and
catfights between two actress-
es, little do we hear the same
thing about our actors. Guess
the term catfight has an instant
connection with the audience.
And though we have heard sto-
ries about Ileana D’Cruz and
Esha Gupta being at logger-
heads during the shooting of
Baadshaho, the latest names
to join this list are Katrina Kaif
and Fatima Sana Shaikh. These
gorgeous ladies are a part of

Aamir Khan's next dream ven-
ture, Thugs of Hindostan but
everything isn't hunky dory
between them. Fatima was
lucky to make her big Bolly-
wood debut with Aamir Khan’s
Dangal that minted around
388 crores at the box office.
And her second movie outing
will also be equally astound-
ing. While we assumed Fatima
to be on cloud nine for sharing
the screen space with someone
like Katrina, guess she doesn’'t
share our thoughts.

Yes, rivalry is already brew-
ing between Katrina Kaif and
Fatima Sana Shaikh on the sets
of Thugs of Hindostan. Sources
close to the project have re-

vealed that Katrina will look
her hottest in the movie. She’s
rigorously working hard on her
body and even her look in this
period drama will be mind-bog-
gling. With dark kohl eyes, wavy
hair and sexy costumes, Kat has
vowed to look her best so far in
the movie. Also the actress will
be seen flaunting her mid-riff
throughout the movie, which
further explains her intense
workout in the gym. Obviously
her fierce preparation for the
movie has left Fatima worried.
But that’s not all. If Fatima
has her reasons to be wor-
ried, Katrina is no different.
Recently we heard about the
actress being unhappy with

Aamir Khan for focusing more
on his Dangal co-star. Ap-
parently, Aamir has ensured
that Fatima gets more screen
time. Also, the actor has re-
vealed how Fatima will play
the central character in Thugs
of Hindostan. While talking
to the media, Aamir revealed
how Fatima has the main role
in their upcoming film.

He was also asked if wom-
en should get equal role in the
films like actors to which he
said, “My every film has wom-
en in a significant role. Even
in Thugs of Hindostan, the
central role is the girl which is
being played by Fatima Sana
Shaikh.

ARCTIC CIRCLE

THIS DAY
IN HISTORY

03RD DECEMBER
WORLD HISTORY
1818: Illinois becomes the
21st state in the United
States.
1919: French painter and
sculptor Pierre A Renoir
dies at age 78.
1947: The Tennessee
Williams play A Streetcar
Named Desire opens
at Broadway’s Ethel
Barrymore Theatre.
1948: Ozzy Osbourne is
born.
1965: An all-white US jury
convicts members of the
KKK over the murder of a
white civil rights activist
Viola Liuzzo.

1967: Dr Christiaan N
Barnard performs the
world’s first successful

human heart transplant.
1989: The leaders of the

two world superpowers, the
USA and the USSR, declare
an end to the Cold War after
two days of talks at the
Malta summit.

1992: The first ever text
message is sent to a mobile
phone.

1992: Two bombs planted
by the IRA explode in
the centre of Manchester
injuring 65 people.

1997: Pierce  Brosnan
receives a star on The
Hollywood Walk of Fame.

INDIAN HISTORY

1971: The 1971 India-
Pakistan War, which ended
in the formation of a new
country, Bangladesh,
began on this day. The war
followed months of fighting
between the West Pakistan
army and Bangladesh
liberation forces. The India-
Pakistan War ended on 16
Dec with the surrender of
the Pakistani army and the
birth of Bangladesh.
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THE DAY AHEAD

ARIES: There’s intensity in your
relationships now, and you may feel
like every situation is life-or-death.
Calm those voices in your head.
Meditate, take a yoga class, and
breathe deeply. Know that nothing is
really as dramatic as it seems. This,
too, will pass. In a few days you’ll
be able to laugh your worries away.

TAURUS: You may feel weighed
down by the emotional pall hang-
ing over everything. Don’t let this
feeling overwhelm you, although
at times this may be impossible. A
good friend could call on you for
help and emotional support. Don’t
end up turning the focus around
and talking only about your experi-
ences. Loyalty and compassion are

keys for today.

GEMINI: Whatever you do, infuse
it with passion. You tend to over-
analyze things when you should
follow your intuition. You know in
your heart which way to proceed
and how to treat the people around
you. Don’t try to force the situation
or manipulate it into something it
isn’t. This is a wonderful day. You
have a chance to share yourself with
others. Receive the love and under-
standing you deserve.

CANCER: Dive deep. This isn’t a
day to stay in shallow waters. This
is a day to go beyond your normal
limits. Although there may be a great
emotional charge accompanying ev-
erything you do, let this be the ex-

citement that fuels your passion and
not the reason to stop. Getting started
may be tough, and you may want to
spend the day in bed. Once you get
going, it may be hard to slow down.
LEO: You may think only ad-
vanced surfers can handle the big
waves. But how are you going to
improve your ability if you don’t
test your limits? This is your day.
Take control and push beyond your
boundaries. You’ll find validation.
This is one of your fantastic “up”
times when you’re glowing with
passionate radiance that showers
light on the rest of the world.

VIRGO: Finding solutions won’t
be hard, thanks to your detective
side today. You may feel like the

real truth lies below the surface. At
times you’re tempted to skip along
the top of things without really con-
sidering what’s going on below. To-
day it’s a completely different story.
Turbulent feelings and intense emo-
tions from the depths of your soul
are the hot topics of concern.
LIBRA: If something is good, it’s
likely to feel like utopia. If some-
thing is bad, it’s like the end of the
world. There’s no middle ground.
This is a day of emotional extremes.
You feel like you're giving it all or
nothing. This is a climactic time for
you. Work with the energy at hand
rather than try to resist it. Tap into
your emotions and use them to your
advantage.

SCORPIO: Move away from the
problems instead of stepping into
them. You may not be able to see
the potholes, so consider taking an-
other road. Don’t waste time falling
into a hole you can avoid. It may be
difficult to deal with your emotions
because your usual way of dealing
with such intensity is to push it
away, ignore it, and operate on a
cerebral level. This attitude won’t
serve you today.

SAGITTARIUS: This is a terrif-
ic day in which you’ll be able to
cut through the falsehoods and get
to the essence of the issue. Don’t
waste your time on superficial
conversations and situations. Your
energy is too valuable to spend

on those who can’t see the deeper
meaning. Meditation, intense con-
versation, and passionate love are
in store today. Embrace the sensual,
sensitive being within.
CAPRICORN: There’s a terrific
intensity to today that may have you
running for cover. You may be tempt-
ed to say your peace and run for the
hills. Your self-confidence may not be
at its strongest, and you may feel as if
other people are looking to find fault
with you. Remember that you’re liv-
ing this life for you and not for some-
one else. You make your own rules
and set your own standards.
AQUARIUS: There’s a terrific,
warm, and nurturing quality to the
day. The people around you are val-

idating your inner and outer aspects.
Emotions could get intense, but
your grounded perspective helps
you see through the situation. Spend
time cooking up a great meal for
those you love. If you don’t feel like
cooking, splurge on a good meal at
your favorite restaurant.

PISCES: You may be uncomfort-
able with the emotional intensity
that’s likely to seep into every part
of your day. You may wonder what
the big deal is and why people are
so hopped up over nothing. Perhaps
this is your cue to take things more
seriously and act with more sensi-
tivity. Your detachment can be an
asset, but it could be your biggest
enemy on a day like this.
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