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Gangtok, 09 Dec [IPR]: 
The Third Regional Con-
ference on Sensitization 
of Family Court Matters 
for the High Courts of sev-
en North-Eastern States 
and Sikkim, along with 
Orissa, Calcutta and Jam-
mu & Kashmir, was orga-
nized by the High Court 
of Sikkim and the Com-
mittee on Sensitization of 
Family Court Matters of 
the High Court of Sikkim, 
under the aegis of the Su-
preme Court Committee 
for Sensitization of Fam-
ily Court Matters [SCCSF-
CM], at a local hotel here 
in Gangtok today.

The conference was 
chaired by Minister for 
Law & Legislative, RB 
Subba, Judge, Supreme 
Court of India, Justice 
Kurian Joseph, Chief 
Justice, High Court of 

Sikkim, Justice Satish 
Kumar Agnihotri, Judge, 
High Court of Sikkim, 
Justice Meenakshi M Rai, 
Acting CJ of Jharkhand 
& member of SCCSFCM, 
Justice DN Patel, and CJ-
High Court of Judicature 
at Madras & SCCSFCM 

member, Indira Banerjee.
Justice Joseph, while 

addressing the gather-
ing, thanked the State 
government of Sikkim 
for the great hospitality 
and assistance. He high-
lighted on the Family 
Court matters which deal 

exclusively with matri-
monial and other family 
related disputes and the 
importance of disposing 
such matters on priority 
by resorting to counsel-
ling and settlement by 
mediation or other terms 
of compromise to pre-

vent breakdown of the 
family structure.

He also urged all the 
participants to make the 
best out of such sensiti-
zation programmes.

During her address, 
Justice Rai expressed her 
pleasure and privilege to 
welcome the august gath-
ering to the programme. 
This conference was the 
irst of its kind to be or-

ganized in Sikkim and 
she extended her heart-
felt gratitude to all guests 
and participants for their 
esteemed presence after 
making an arduous jour-
ney to Gangtok.

She also briefed 
about the Family Court 
matters and informed 
that until 1984, matri-
monial and other family 
matters fell within the 

Gangtok hosts Sensitization conference 
on Family Court matters for HCs

Perfect Stick Figure 
Illustrations etches 
its name at the 
Hornbill Fest
REBYNA RANA
G , 09 D :

Gangtok-based band, Perfect Stick Fig-
ure Illustrations, was adjudged the 

second runner-up at the Hornbill Inter-
national Rock Contest 2017 held at Di-

mapur in Nagaland on 08 Dec.
With band members Saurav Mok-

tan [vocals], Sameer Pradhan [bassist], 
Karan Moktan [drummer], Varun Rao 
[guitarist] and Lee Yong Lepcha [guitar-
ist], Perfect Stick Figure Illustrations has 
been awarded cash prize of Rs 3.5 lakh.

Avora Records from Aizwal, Mizoram 
secured a win at the Hornbill Interna-
tional Rock Contest ‘17 with The Proph-
ets from Aizwal taking the irst run-
ner-up position.

WANGCHUK BHUTIA
M , 09 D :

An awareness-cum-co-
ordination meeting 

for the newly elected Zil-
la and Gram Panchayats 
of Dzongu was held to-
day at Passingdang BAC 
in Upper Dzongu today. 

The function was 
chaired by Deputy Speak-
er, area MLA Sonam 
Gyatso Lepcha, in the 
presence of Additional 
District Collector (Devel-
opment), Tashi Chopel, 
Sub Divisional Magis-
trate (Dzongu), Tshering 
Dorjee Bhutia, Block De-
velopment Of icer (Dz-
ongu), KR Limboo, and 
former MLA of Dzongu, 
Athup Lepcha.

Delivering the wel-
come address, ADC-Dev, 
Mr Chopel, detailed the 
annual plan of Mahatma 
Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee 
Act [MGNREGA]. He also 
informed that Gram Pra-
sasan Kendra of ice will 
be open six days a week. 
He also urged the con-
cerned department to 
implement trout farming 
in Upper Dzongu.

Four families of Man-
tam affected by the Syok 
Bhir landslide last year 
were provided house 
construction allotments 

under Chief Minister’s 
Rural Housing Mission 
[CMRHM]. 

The bene iciaries are 
Dungching Lepcha, En-
jay Lepcha, Sangay Leda 
Lepcha and Athup Lep-
cha. The construction 
amount of the houses to-
tals Rs 12,45,000.

Assistant District 
Program Coordinator 
[ADPC], Mangan, Lalit 
Giri, informed about the 
process low of MGNRE-
GA work, labor projec-
tion and also highlighted 
about national electronic 
fund management sys-
tem [NeFMS].

While highlighting 
the Swacch Bharat Mis-
sion, Under Secretary, 
Rural Management & De-
velopment Department, 
Roshan Subba, informed 
that Sanitation Certi i-
cates were mandatory 
in all of icial works and 
reminded the audience 
about the ban on the use 
of Styrofoam.

Likewise, Rural De-
velopment Assistant, 
Passingdang Saffo GPU, 
Lachumit Lepcha, briefed 
the meeting on budget 
preparation as per Pan-
chayat Budget and Ac-
counts Manual 2017.

The programme was 

Mantam-
affected families 

provided CMRHM 
allotments
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jurisdiction of the ordinary Civil 
Courts of the country.

Several organizations includ-
ing women’s organizations em-
phasized the need for setting up 
of Family Courts for settlement of 
family disputes. The Law Commis-
sion in its 59th Report also stressed 
that in dealing with disputes con-
cerning family, the Courts ought to 
adopt an approach radically differ-
ent from that adopted in ordinary 
civil proceedings, she added.

“In 1976, the Code of Civil Pro-
cedure was amended to provide 
for a special procedure for fam-
ily matters. However, not much 
change could be achieved by this. 
A need was, therefore, felt to es-
tablish Family Courts for speedy 
settlement of family disputes, 
which emphasized on conciliation 
and achieving socially desirable 
results, eliminating rigid rules of 
procedure and evidence. Conse-
quently, the Family Courts Bill was 
introduced in Parliament with the 
object of providing for establish-
ment of Family Courts, making it 

obligatory for the State-Govern-
ment to set up a Family Court in 
every city or town with a popu-
lation not exceeding one million. 
Matters to be dealt by the Family 
Court would include matrimonial 
reliefs such as Judicial separation, 
Divorce, Restitution of conjugal 
rights, Declaration as to the va-
lidity of marriage or matrimonial 
status of any person, property of 
spouses, declaration as to the legit-
imacy of any person, Guardianship 
of a person or custody of a minor, 
Maintenance under Section 125 of 
the Cr PC,” detailed Justice Rai.

It also envisaged an obligation 
on the part of the Family Court to 
endeavor in the irst instance, to 
make efforts at reconciliation or 
settlement of disputes in informal 
proceedings, involvement of fami-
ly counselors was also considered, 
as also the exclusion of lawyers in 
the Family Courts, except where 
the assistance was required by the 
Court. With these objectives, the 
Family Courts Bill was passed by 
both Houses of Parliament and re-
ceived the assent of the President 

on 14th September, 1984. It came 
into force on different dates in dif-
ferent states, she added.

The inaugural session also featured 
the launch of Sikkim Law Reports.

Esteemed resource persons for 
the programme shared their views, 
opinions and experiences and also 
discussed on various interesting 
topics like challenges before the 
family court & role of Alternative 
Dispute Resolution [ADR] in Fam-
ily Courts, alimony & maintenance, 
adoption, Judicial separation & 
divorce and custody of children 
& visitation rights. Robust inter-
actions from the participants fol-
lowed each session under the guid-
ance of the Chair and Co-Chairs.

The conference also had the 
presence of Chief Justices of High 
Courts of Meghalaya, Madras, Gu-
wahati, Kolkata, Assam Human 
Rights Commission, Justice AH 
Saikia, former Judge-High Court of 
Sikkim, Justice SP Wangdi, Chief 
Secretary of Sikkim, AK Shrivastava, 
senior of icers of the State govern-
ment, Advocate General of Sikkim, 
Judges and senior advocates.

Gangtok hosts Sensitization conference 
on Family Court matters for HCs

G , 09 D  [IPR]: 
Mangshila Senior Sec-
ondary School of North 
Sikkim bagged the irst 
position in the State level 
Election Quiz Competi-
tion held at the confer-
ence hall of the Election 
Department of Sikkim in 
Gangtok today. 

Mangshila SSS will 
now represent Sikkim in 
the Zonal Round of the 
competition.

The third round of 
the Sikkim Chapter of 
the quiz competition had 
Deorali Girls SSS repre-
senting the East district, 
Mangshila SSS from 
North district, Langang 
SS from the West and 
Namchi Girls SSS from 
the South district.

While Mangshila 
SSS took the irst place, 
Namchi Girls SSS, Deorali 
Girls SSS and Langang SS 
secured the second, third 
and fourth positions, re-

spectively.
Organized by the Of-

ice of the Chief Electoral 
Of icer of Sikkim, the quiz 
is a lagship programme 
of the Election Commis-
sion of India, held with 
the aim to engage stu-

dents in a self-learning ex-
ercise about the electoral 
process so as to build an 
aware and informed elec-
torate for the future.

The quiz is an all-In-
dia school event being 
conducted by the Elec-

tion Commission of India 
for students from the 9th 
Standard up to the 12th 
Standard. This is a one of 
its kind national quiz on 
Elections and the Electoral 
process and covers schools 
from all the States and Dis-

tricts in the country.
The quiz is being 

conducted under the su-
pervision of the Chief 
Electoral Of icer at the 
State level and the Depu-
ty Electoral Of icer at the 
District level.

Chief Election Of icer, 
Tenzing Gelek, Joint CEO 
Urvashi Poudyal, and 
Deputy CEO Shyam Prad-
han, handed over the cer-
ti icates, mementos and 
cash prizes to the win-
ners and the participants.

The quiz started from 
the District Preliminary 
Round to the State Elim-
inator Round and then to 
the State Finals of today.

Mangshila SSS will 
now be representing Sik-
kim in the Zonal Finals 
which will be conducted 
in the last week of De-
cember this year and if 
successful, the team will 
proceed to the Nation-
al Final which will be 
conducted in the second 
week of January next 
year. The prize distri-
bution ceremony  of the 
quiz competition will be 
held on the occasion of 
National Voters Day on 
25 January 2018.

Mangshila Senior Secondary School 
wins State Level Election Quiz

G , 09 D  
(IPR): The Horticulture 
and Cash Crop Devel-
opment Department 
organized an expo-
sure-cum-training vis-
it to one of the largest 
cherry pepper producing 
areas in West Sikkim, 
Nesha, under Yuksam 
Tashiding constituency. 

The team, led by 
Horticulture Inspector 
(Gyalshing Circle), Bha-
nu Chetti, toured various 
ields of the region grow-

ing cherry pepper and 
consulted the farmers of 
the region whilst hearing 
their grievances. 

The main objective of 
the program was to give 
practical experience to 
the farmers. 

Gir Maan Dahal, a pi-
oneer in cherry pepper 
farming in Sikkim, dis-
cussed the future demands 
of cherry pepper and 
its marketing strategies 
which would be bene icial 
for the State’s economy.

West Horti Dept 
organizes exposure 

trip for farmers 

Dzongu SDM 
requests visitors 
to keep the 
area clean 
SUMMIT REPORT
M , 09 D : 

Sub Divisional Magis-
trate, Dzongu, has re-

quested visitors [locals/ 
tourists] visiting Mantam 
Lake not to litter the area 
around the lake. 

The SDM has ap-
pealed that the visitors 
collect the garbage and 
dump it at the garbage 
site at Chandey while re-
turning to Mangan. 

The SDM has further 
requested the visitors to 
use the two-unit toilet 
set up near the lake. 

“Since the spot is yet 
to be developed, citizens 
are once again humbly 
requested to maintain the 
area clean before their 
departure back home 
from Mantam Lake,” the 
SDM has said.

G , 09 D  (IPR): 
Health Minister AK Gha-
tani today inaugurat-
ed the second phase of 
CATCH (Chief Minister’s 
Comprehensive Annual 
and Total Check Up for 
Healthy Sikkim) at Pri-
mary Health Sub-Centre, 
Marchak, Ranipool, East 
Sikkim. 

This marked the 
state level launch of the 
programme for the year 
2017-18 to ensure 100% 
coverage. 

The Department 
plans to ensure health 
check-up for all left out 
in the irst phase, and re-
peat check-up for those 
already covered. 

The inaugural pro-
gramme was also at-
tended by Commission-
er-cum-Secretary Health, 
Vishal Chauhan, Principal 
Director Health Dr PT 
Bhutia, MD NHM Dr. Bi-
mal Rai, and other of icers 
of Health Department, 
Panchayat President and 
Members of 38 Samlik 
Marchak GPU and local 
residents. A team of doc-
tors were present on the 
occasion to facilitate medi-
cal check-up of all the peo-
ple present in the Camp.

After the formal 
launch, Mr Chauhan de-
tailed the vision and ob-
jective behind the CATCH 

Program and termed it as 
a one-of-a-kind initiative 
aimed at ensuring proper 
screening and diagnosis 
for all kinds of non-com-
municable diseases as 
well as to encourage 
health-seeking behaviour 
among the people living 
in rural parts of the State. 

He informed that over 
750 camps will be held 
throughout the State in 
this phase to cover the 
entire population. He 
also shared the depart-
ment’s intent to com-
pletely digitise the health 

cards in the near future.
The Health Minister, 

in his address, reiterated 
that all the left-out peo-
ple will be covered in this 
phase of CATCH Program. 

He urged the Pancha-
yats and members of the 
public to generate ade-
quate awareness about 
the programme and 
ensure that the facility 
reaches each and every 
person in the rural parts 
of the State.

He added that the 
programme is a unique 
preventive health pro-

Second phase of CATCH programme gets underway

gramme to ensure ‘Health 
for all’. This is a irst of 
its kind programme in 
the country and we have 
covered a huge portion of 
people, he pointed out.

He urged for collec-
tive and coordinated 
efforts from all the con-
cerned health of icials, 
Panchayats and public. 

He added that the 
proposed digital health 
cards would contain 
compete health records 
and would ease the pro-
cess of data entry to a 
great extent.

The Minister also 
distributed token Health 
Cards on the occasion.

Earlier, the Chief 
Medical Of icer (East), Dr. 
Tshering Lhaden, in her 

welcome address stat-
ed that the new phase 
of CATCH Program aims 
for 100% coverage in the 
State. She called for col-
laborative action from all 
the Panchayat Members 
and local gentry to mo-
bilise people to avail the 
bene it of the Program.

The programme was 
also addressed by Pan-
chayat President, Samlik 
Marchak GPU, Bijay Prad-
han who placed some of 
the demands of the ASHAs 
and Aganwadi workers. 
He also requested for 
timely disbursal of Sutkeri 
Bhatta and salary and al-
lowances to the ASHAs.

The Minister then in-
augurated the newly con-
structed OPD Building of 

Rangpo Primary Health 
Centre (PHC). The new 
facility housing two Doc-
tor’s rooms and one wait-
ing hall was constructed 
by Alkem Laboratories 
Limited, Kumrek, under 
their CSR initiative.

Addressing the inau-
guration ceremony, Min-
ister Ghatani thanked 
Alkem Laboratories 
Limited for the gesture 
and congratulated the 
doctors and staff of the 
PHC as well as the peo-
ple of Rangpo for the 
new facility. 

He added that the 
OPD block will help ad-
dress the challenge of 
lack of space to provide 
basic health facilities to 
the people. The Minister 
urged the doctors and 
staff of the PHC to remain 
highly vigilant towards 
instances of outbreak of 
lu, dengue or any oth-

er epidemic particularly 
because of it being an in-
terstate border with high 
movement of people.

The Minister laid 
stress on maintaining 
the hygiene of the PHC as 
well as the entire town of 
Rangpo. 

He urged the Nagar 
Panchayat and members 
of the public to join hands 
with the Sanitation Cell 
of Health Department to 
create adequate public 
awareness about health 
and hygiene to prevent 
any kind of disease. 

He further urged the 
Doctors and staff of the 

PHC to coordinate with 
Forest and Horticulture 
Departments to carry out 
plantation in the com-
plex. Lauding the initia-
tives taken by Alkem Lab-
oratories, the Minister 
urged other industries 
and corporate organi-
sations in the vicinity to 
come forward and con-
tribute for community 
development.

In his concluding re-
marks, the Minister ap-
pealed to the PHC doc-
tors and staff, and the 
members of the Nagar 
Panchayat to partici-
pate in the new phase 
of CATCH Programme 
2017-18 and ensure 
100% coverage.

The Chief Medical Of-
icer (East), in her wel-

come address, stated that 
the new OPD Building 
will help strengthen the 
PHC further and thanked 
Alkem Laboratories.

The programme was 
also addressed by Presi-
dent, Rangpo Nagar Pan-
chayat, Maya Cintury. 

Earlier in the day, the 
Minister inspected the 
proposed Pharmacy Col-
lege complex at Sajong 
Rumtek. 

He instructed the de-
partmental of icers to add 
one more storey to the 
existing two storeys, and 
also directed for a survey 
to be carried out to ac-
quire additional land for 
construction of subsidi-
ary facilities in future. 
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 SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES
 SIKKIM NEW WEEKLY

 Draw No:2 DrawDate on:09/12/17
 1st Prize Rs.2.02 Crores/- E 4316
    (Including Super Prize Amt) 
 2nd Prize Rs.16.50 Lakhs/- J 2367
    (Including Super Prize Amt)
 3rd Prize Rs.11  Lakhs/- B 6941
     (Including Super Prize Amt)
 4th Prize Rs.5.50 Lakhs/- L 5990
     (Including Super Prize Amt)
 5th Prize Rs.9000/- 0110 0973 1345 2273 2859 5146 5518 6277 7236 7581
 6th Prize Rs.5000/- 0675 1955 2512 2530 4732 5466 6186 6691 8470 8865
 7th Prize Rs.2000/- 0661 0972 2677 2957 3377 3815 4364 5336 8163 9256
 8th Prize Rs.1000/-
 0015 0123 0276 0337 0454 0479 0506 0699 0778 0922
 1018 1218 1448 1533 1535 1586 1617 1690 1742 1890
 1992 2132 2438 2620 2842 2855 2873 2878 2932 2944
 2993 3090 3167 3246 3326 3363 3371 3400 3638 3701
 3735 3893 4041 4057 4179 4258 4334 4359 4388 4408
 4661 4679 4776 4839 4953 4954 5028 5116 5122 5128
 5180 5203 5475 5615 5888 6067 6179 6218 6274 6355
 6406 6560 6818 6947 7051 7289 7384 7520 7917 7929
 7968 8009 8125 8205 8325 8394 8592 8815 8875 8966
 8988 9200 9363 9645 9682 9729 9819 9955 9956 9970
Issued by :
The Director, Sikkim State Lotteries ,
Government of Sikkim,Deorali-737102 ,Sikkim
please Visit:www.sikkimlotteries.com

KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE

Four con irmed 
and one 
suspected 
suicide 
reported 
in Sikkim 
this week 
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 09 D :

Five suicides were re-
ported by the police 

from different parts of 
the state this week from 
02-08 Dec with three sui-
cides on 02 Dec alone. 

From West, a 43-year-
old woman and a 35-year 
old man, a 62-year-old 
woman from East and 
from South Sikkim a 
56-year-old man and a 
25-year-old woman, all 
committed suicide by 
hanging. 

All of the suicide vic-
tims were reportedly 
depressed, some due to 
illness and some due to 
death of their loved ones.

In a separate incident 
in Singtam, East Sikkim 
on 08 Dec, a 19-year-old 
boy was found dead in-
side a cave. 

Police reports sug-
gest that the deceased 
was drunk at the time 
and was probably trying 
to look down a cliff above 
the cave when he lost his 
balance and fell down 
causing his death. 

He was reported 
missing from his home 
for the past one week 
and the only clue that the 
police had was a slipper 
of the deceased found 
near the cliff which led 
the police to his dead 
body below. It could have 
been a suicide case as 
well, but that will prob-
ably have to wait till the 
investigations have been 
completed. 

Three SADA 
arrests in 
one day 
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 09 D :

A 23-year old man 
from Chisopani, 

West Sikkim, and a 
49-year-old man from 
Tadong, East Sikkim 
were booked and arrest-
ed by Singtam police un-
der Sikkim Anti-Drugs 
Act on 08 Dec. 

Both the men stand 
accused of transporting 
illegal contraband sub-
stances around the area. 
The duo was reportedly 
under the police radar for 
the past many days. 

The police intercept-
ed the duo at Singtam Dis-
trict Hospital and upon 
searching, recovered 
4,608 spasmoproxyvyn 
and 1,000 N-10 tablets 
along with 43 bottles of 
cough syrup. The recov-
ered substances were 
seized, sealed and sent 
for chemical analysis.    

On the same day at 
Rangpo a 35-year-old 
resident of Singtam, East 
Sikkim was intercepted 
by the police on patrol 
duty with 151 spasmo-
proxyvyn and 60 N-10 
tablets. He was report-
edly a known drug ped-
dler and was reported to 
the police by a reliable 
‘source’.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 09 D :

Under the directions of 
the Executive Chair-

person of Sikkim State Le-
gal Services Authority, the 
Sikkim SLSA organised 
National Lok Adalat at the 
District and Taluka level in 
Gangtok on 09 December.

A press communiqué 
from Sikkim SLSA informs 
that as per the directions 
of National Legal Services 
Authority contained in its 
letter dated 06 Jan 2017, 
National Lok Adalat is to 
be held once every two 
months during this year. 
These are held from the 
level of Supreme Court to 
the Taluka level. The irst 
such Lok Adalat for the 
year was held on 11 Feb.

As per NALSA’s guide-
lines, cases relating to 
criminal compoundable 
offences under Negotia-
ble Instruments Act cases 
under Section 138, Bank 
recovery cases, Motor Ac-

cident Claims Tribunals 
[MACT] cases, matrimonial 
disputes, labour disputes 
cases, land acquisition 
cases, electricity & water 
bills [excluding non-com-
poundable], service mat-
ters relating to pay and 
allowance and retiral ben-
e its, revenue cases, other 
civil cases [rent, easmen-
tary rights, injunction suits, 
speci ic performance suits] 
and other cases are to be 
taken up during the said 
National Lok Adalat.

Ten benches were 
constituted comprising 
of the Lok Adalat Judge 
with ‘Other Persons’ at 
the District and Taluka 
level. Pre Lok Adalat sit-
tings were also held for 
identifying cases to be 
taken up during the Na-
tional Lok Adalat.

Out of 29 cases taken 
up, 12 cases were settled. 
A sum of Rs 3,01,500 was 
awarded by the Lok Adalat 
benches, the release adds.

12 cases settled at the 
District and Taluka level 

National Lok Adalat

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 09 D :

113 STUDENTS FROM In-
stitute of Chartered Finan-
cial Analysts of India (IC-
FAI) University received 
their degrees in Bachelor 
of Business Administra-
tion, Bachelor of Com-
merce (Hon), Bachelor of 
Business Administration 
and Bachelor of Legisla-
tive Law Honors (Hons), 
Bachelor of Computer 
Application, Bachelor of 
Hospitality and Tourism 
Management (BHTM) 
and Master of Business 
Administration at the uni-
versity’s convocation cer-
emony held today at May-
fair Hotels and Resorts in 
Ranipool, East Sikkim, a 
press release from the uni-
versity informs. 

The convocation cer-
emony was attended by 
Speaker of Legislative As-
sembly, Kedar Nath Rai 
as the chief guest. 

Mr Rai also delivered 
the convocation address 
and urged the students 

to be more responsible 
and compassionate in 
whatever work they do 
in the future.

Of icer on Special 
Duty from ICFAI Society, 
Hyderabad, Vivek Phad-
ke presented a status re-
port on the progress and 
growth of the University 

and Chancellor R.P Kau-
shik presided over the 
event and congratulated 
the students on gradu-
ating successfully and 
wished them well for 
their future endeavors. 

A special message 
from Governor Shrini-
was Patil was read out 

to the graduating class. 
Mr Patil in his message 
emphasized the passing 
out students to be pro-
ductive citizens and act 
responsibly.

A video message from 
Dasho Karma Ura, Cen-
tre for Bhutan Studies 
on Gross National Hap-

piness, Thimphu Bhutan 
was also played out for 
the students.

21 students received 
gold medals for their ex-
cellence in their respec-
tive ields. An additional 
16 students received 
silver medals, reads the 
release. 

113 students receive degrees 
at ICFAI Univ convocation 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 09 D :

Radha Upadhayaya 
Smarak Guthi hand-

ed over its annual Rad-
ha Upadhayaya Prerna 
Puraskar to outstanding 
students at Adampool 
Secondary School in East 
Sikkim today, a press re-
lease informs. 

On the occasion, the 
Puraskar was conferred 
on Kezia Rai for scor-
ing the highest marks 
in Nepali language in 
the school and to Nilima 
Munda for scoring the 
highest marks in the pri-
mary section.

The programme had 
Sikkim Kalakar Sangh 
president, CL Ghimirey, 
as the chief guest and 
Himali Bela associate ed-
itor, Arjun Piyush, as the 
special guest. 

The programme was 

also attended by senior 
literary personalities, 
panchayat members and 

other dignitaries of the 
area along with Principal, 
teachers and students of 

the school.
The 95th edition of Bal 

Darpan, a magazine pub-

lished and edited by Bhim 
Pradhan, was also released 
during the programme.

Radha Upadhayaya Prerna Puraskar for 
literary excellence at Adampool School 

Banking 
blood!
Eighty people took part 
in a voluntary blood do-
nation drive organized 
by the HDFC Bank at 
MG Marg in Gangtok 
on 09 Dec, Saturday. 
The of icials informed 
that the blood donation 
drive was also organized 
on Friday at its branch 
of ice in Gangtok. 

[from NITESH R 
PRADHAN] 

SUMMIT REPORT
S , 09 D :

Singtam Bihari Jagran 
Manch, in collabora-

tion with Bihari Dharma-
sala Committee, Singtam 
celebrated its 24th foun-
dation day here at Bihari 
Dharamsala today.

Station Head Of i-
cer [Singtam Police Sta-
tion], Ajay Rai, attended 
the function as the chief 
guest along with Singtam 
Nagar Panchayat and 
Rangpo Nagar Panchayat 
councilors.  

The celebration 
kicked off with the light-
ing of the ceremonial 
lamp by the chief guest 
followed by a one-min-
ute silence observed in 
the memory of one of the 
members who passed 
away a few months ago.

Singtam Bihari Jagran 
Manch president, Dilip 
Prasad in his welcome 
address thanked the 
guests and manch mem-
bers for attending the 
function. 

During the celebra-
tion, various accounts 

of activities of the year 
2016-17 were presented.  

The manch felicitated 
the guests including the 
councilors of Singtam 
Nagar Panchayat and 
Rangpo Nagar Panchayat 
with a shawl and a sou-
venir. 

Various cultural pro-
grammes were present-
ed on the programme. 
The participants were 
awarded with trophies 
and certi icates from the 
chief guest.

The chief guest in 
his address thanked the 
manch for inviting him 
to the event. He also 
praised the organisa-
tion’s activities and con-
tributions to the society 
and sought inputs and 
suggestions from the 
members to make Sing-
tam a model town. 

Congratulating the 
manch on its 24th foun-
dation day, Mr Rai ap-
plauded the manch’s 
cooperation in mak-
ing Singtam a peaceful 
town.

Singtam Bihari Jagran 
Manch celebrates 24th 

foundation day

also addressed by former MLA, Athup 
Lepcha, who appealed to all the newly 
elected Zilla and Gram Panchayats to 
work in the interest of the people.

A short ilm on RTI was also 
screened during the function.

The Deputy Speaker, in his address, 
said that the Panchayats should imple-
ment the policies and programmes of the 
State government lawlessly. He further 
extended gratitude to former MLA, Athup 

Lepcha, for his immense contributions 
towards Dzongu and the State as a whole.

“Apart from routine work, the Pan-
chayats should also work towards 
imparting awareness and productive 
knowledge to the people which ac-
counts for overall development,” said 
the Deputy Speaker.

He congratulated the Zilla and 
Gram Panchayats of Hee-Gyathang, 
Saffo-Passingdang and Tingvong GPUs 
for being selected as the best GPUs.

Mantam-affected families 
provided CMRHM allotments

Contd from pg01
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WRITE US: Readers are invited to comment on, 
criticise, run down, even appreciate if they like 
something in this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ 
indecorous language and personal attacks, except 
when against people responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored. Letters 
which carry forward a conversation or initiate a 
dialogue will command immediate attention and 
receive prominence.  
Mail us at: letters@summittimes.com

Back to School
Time to rediscover the altruistic awareness 

that gave Sikkim its irst village schools

There are so many schools celebrating their golden 
jubilees around the State that one tends to forget 

how long half a century really is. It was in 1967 that 
Israel declared the annexation of East Jerusalem, that 
occupation which was earlier this week kind of recog-
nized by the President of USA, which remind one that 
it was in that year that Ronald Reagan, an also-ran 
Hollywood actor, was inaugurated as the Governor 
of California. Five decades on, a reality show star and 
an also-ran real estate agent sits in the  White House. 
1967 was the year when the world received the music 
of The Doors, The Jimi Hendrix Experience and Pink 
Floyd for the irst time, and although their in luence 
has been seminal, music and the industry look noth-
ing like those heady days of creative abandon. That 
was also the year that India received its irst Muslim 
President in Dr Zakir Husain and selections to that 
high of ice have changed much since. 1967 was also 
the year when the irst colour TV broadcast happened 
and now are the times of lat screens, LEDs and even 
online content on telle. Che Guevara was captured and 
killed in Bolivia  in 1967 and revolutions now wear a 
different look even as we rebel vicariously with Che on 
our T-Shirts.

Yes, ifty years is a long time. Governments don’t 
last that long and most times, neither do memories. In 
this light, every school that has crossed the 50 mark 
of educating Sikkim deserves the collective thanks of 
the Sikkimese people. For institutions to last that long, 
continuing what they had taken upon themselves ive 
decades or more ago is indeed commendable. 

Anniversaries are also important times to sit back, 
celebrate, re-capsulate, and more importantly, plan. 
Although there were some schools already in exis-
tence even earlier, education on a larger scale came to 
Sikkim mostly in the ifties and sixties. That makes Sik-
kim rather young as far as its history of formal modern 
education goes. This should also make it more ener-
getic and plan afresh how it wants to educate its young 
in the next ifty years. There are now enough schools 
across the State. In fact education in Sikkim, despite its 
dif icult terrain, is more accessible than in most oth-
er States in India. The State has the numbers, now it 
should focus on quality. This will not take much effort 
really, because the infrastructure is already in place, a 
more coherent policy and consistent support should 
improve the quality of education in Sikkim schools. 

Even as the government tinkers away, the people 
too need to rediscover the spirit that brought modern 
education to the lay people. State support for educa-
tion in the initial years was essentially for the elite or 
to feed the requirement of “literate” public servants as 
Sikkim’s interactions with the outside world increased. 
This explains the existence of schools of slightly older 
vintage in the capital. The more exciting engagement 
was happening in bastis where elders realized the ob-
vious bene its of formal education and donated land 
and houses to run classrooms and cajoled teachers 
into educating the village children. Most of the rural 
schools in Sikkim were a result of private philanthropy 
which were later taken over by the government. Most 
of such schools have a proud line-up of alumni and 
triggered a snowball  effect of awareness and pros-
perity. Visit any village in Sikkim with a school, even 
a primary school, of  ifty years or older and chances 
are that there will  be enough success stories there  to 
warm even the most pessimistic of minds. As much as 
the physical school, it was the intangible impact of in-
tent which lifted the area to a new level. That spirit 
needs to be found again.

Meanwhile, for the policy makers, an attendant fo-
cus needs to be on education after school – the col-
leges, all, professional, vocational and regular. College 
education is India’s strength and remains, let’s accept 
it, Sikkim’s weakness. This needs to be corrected soon. 
The degree colleges don’t inspire much con idence 
even though there are more of them than even ive 
years ago. Unfortunately, even with the ones that are 
doing reasonable well, local presence is abysmally low. 
Students need to be inspired to target berths beyond 
the quota and this is where better schools will have a 
role to play. For the government, more importance on 
policy framing and making sure that good and cheap 
institutes for further education are set up in Sikkim 
needs to be prioritized. 

After another ifty years, schools still celebrating 
anniversaries should be able to look back and reaf irm 
that the right direction was taken ifty years ago.

DANIEL SMITH
theconversation.com

From gathering around the camp ire sharing 
tales to binge watching the latest Net lix series, 

humans are, and have always been, inveterate pro-
ducers and consumers of stories.

But why do we spend hours listening to and 
telling stories, often of exploits that never even 
happened? Clearly, from an evolutionary stand-
point, this is time and effort that could be better 
spent foraging, reproducing or simply doing noth-
ing to save energy.

Perhaps the human proclivity for sto-
rytelling is merely a byproduct of our 
evolved psychology – a series of inputs 
which manipulate and titillate our cogni-
tive machinery. Cognitive scientist Steven 
Pinker ittingly refers to this as “evolution-
ary cheesecake”. But given the ubiquity of 
storytelling, it may perform an important 
adaptive role in human societies.

In a new study on hunter-gatherer 
societies, published in Nature Communi-
cations, my colleagues and I propose that 
storytelling may function as a mechanism 
to disseminate knowledge by broadcast-
ing social norms to coordinate social be-
haviour and promote cooperation.

The type of knowledge in question is 
“meta-knowledge” – information about 
other people’s knowledge. This is, in fact, 
required for any society to function. For 
instance, it is not enough for people to 
know that they should drive on a certain 
side of the road, they also need to know 
that others possess that same knowledge. 
Stories may therefore act to ensure that all mem-
bers of the group know, and consequently abide by, 
the “rules of the game” in a given society.

Moralising gods and organised religion may 
perform a similar function in post-agricultural pop-
ulations by organising behaviour and promoting 
cooperation. However, these are often absent in 
hunter-gatherer societies, despite these groups be-
ing highly cooperative. We therefore proposed that 
hunter-gatherer storytelling may perform a compa-
rable function to moralising gods in such societies.

MORAL TALES
To explore this idea, in collaboration with Agta Aid, 
we collected four stories among the Agta, a Filipi-
no hunter-gatherer population with a high level of 
social and gender egalitarianism. Each story was 
aimed at regulating social behaviour by broadcast-
ing how to act in different social situations.

One story, “The sun and the moon”, clearly com-
municated norms of sex equality and cooperation. 
“There is a dispute between the sun (male) and the 
moon (female) to illuminate the sky. After a ight, 
where the moon proves to be as strong as the sun, 
they agree in sharing the duty – one during the day 
and the other during the night.”

We also looked at narratives from other hunt-
er-gatherer societies from Southeast Asia and Af-
rica, and discovered similar themes. Of 89 stories, 
around 70% concerned social behaviour, in terms 
of food-sharing, marriage, hunting and interactions 
with in-laws or members of other groups. 

These stories also possessed a moral dimen-
sion, by either rewarding norm-followers or pun-
ishing norm-breakers. This is clearly evident in an 
Andamanese story demonstrating the consequenc-
es of not sharing food.

“The ancestors ate [thunder spirit] Bilika’s food 
[…] Bilika was very angry. He used to smell their 
mouths to see if they had eaten his food. When he 
found a man or woman who had done so he would 
cut his throat. The ancestors were very angry with 
Bilika, because he killed the men and women when 
they ate his foods. They all came together and killed 
Bilika and his wife Mite.”

BOOST TO COOPERATION
Given that hunter-gatherer stories overwhelmingly 
contain social content, we next explored wheth-
er storytelling does in fact promote cooperation. 
Nearly 300 Agta, from 18 separate camps, were 

asked to name the best storytellers. To assess coop-
eration, individuals were also asked to play a sim-
ple resource allocation game where players were 
given a number of tokens (representing rice) and 
asked to distribute these between themselves and 
their camp mates.

Overall, levels of cooperation were higher in 
camps with a greater proportion of skilled story-
tellers, consistent with storytellers coordinating 
social behaviour and in turn promoting coopera-
tion. This suggests that storytelling may perform a 
bene icial group-level function, but it does not ex-
plain why individuals would invest so much time 

and energy in becoming a skilled story-
teller. If there is no bene it to being a sto-
ryteller, then why not invest this effort in 
other itness-enhancing activities?

However, storytellers appear to be re-
warded for their services to the commu-
nity. Skilled storytellers were preferred 
social partners, both in terms of being se-
lected as a future camp mate and receiving 
resources from others in the cooperative 
game. Despite the fact that food-sharing 
is an everyday occurrence in Agta society, 
skilled storytellers were even more pre-
ferred than skilled foragers.

Consistent with this increased social 
support, skilled Agta storytellers were 
found to have increased reproductive suc-
cess relative to unskilled storytellers, with 
an average additional 0.5 living offspring.

Even in modern, Western society 
skilled storytellers – ranging from novelists 
and artists to actors and stand-up comics 
– have a high social status. There is even 
some evidence that successful male visual 

artists (a form of modern-day storyteller) have more 
sexual partners than unsuccessful visual artists.

Humans have evolved the capacity to create and 
believe in stories. Narratives can also transcend the 
“here and now” by introducing individuals to situa-
tions beyond their everyday experience, which may 
increase empathy and perspective-taking towards 
others, including strangers. These features may have 
evolved in hunter-gatherer societies as precursors 
to more elaborate forms of narrative iction.

Such narratives include moralising gods, or-
ganised religion, nation states and other ideologies 
found in post-agricultural societies. Some are cru-
cial parts of societies today, functioning to bond in-
dividuals into cohesive and cooperative communi-
ties. It’s fascinating to think that they could have all 
started with a humble story around the camp ire.

[the writer is PhD candidate in Anthropology, UCL]

Why do we tell stories? Hunter-gatherers shed 
light on the evolutionary roots of iction

The Sun and the Moon: An Agta story about cooperation 
and equality between men and women.

MICHELLE SUPERLE
theconversation.com

I’m a children’s literature professor 
who specializes in the connections 

between young people’s rights and 
their reading materials. So as you can 
imagine, few things bring me greater 
joy in early December than my uni-
versity students describing how much 
they’ve learned about the potential of 
child-centered children’s literature to 
empower child readers.

Few things, that is, except my own 
toddler proclaiming, “cooooooozy!” 
in the early dusk of a cold December 
afternoon, after we’ve inished a par-
ticularly satisfying book. Cozy is her 
highest literary praise.

Heading into the anticipation of 
more leisurely reading time over the 
holidays, I want more of that particular 
joy. I’m guessing you do, too.

THE RIGHT TO ‘HYGGE’
The thing is, many books that directly 
address children’s rights are decidedly 
not cozy. They expose or explore rights 
violations that range from inger wag-
ging to horrifying.

But I don’t believe we leave be-
hind a commitment to rights when we 
“indulge” in happy stories that imbue 
us with feelings of coziness. Indeed, 
they may be just as rights-support-
ing as their more sobering, politically 
charged counterparts.

“Hygge” — the Danish concept of 
coziness — certainly isn’t a universal 
human right. But this special winter 
feeling of security, connection and 
comfort could be considered the high-
est expression of human rights — es-
pecially for children.

Beyond steaming cocoa, fuzzy sweat-
ers and crackling ires, feeling cozy at 
home indicates a state of exceptional 
well-being that can only be achieved 
when children’s rights to protection, pro-
vision and participation are being met.

Stories that create a feeling of “hyg-
ge” aren’t just perfect holiday reading; 
they may also provide inspiration — a 
vision of how life could or should be, 
for those whose rights aren’t currently 

being met.
Cozy stories are therefore perfect 

for both perfect and imperfect families 
alike, especially if your holidays bring 
more chaos than leisure. You can let 
the books create the calm.

Here are a few of my favourite win-
tery read-aloud stories for summoning 
“hygge” through the holidays.

PICTURE BOOKS:
Julia’s House for Lost Creatures
Written and illustrated by Ben Hatke. 
(2014, First Second.)
“Tea and toast!” crows my toddler 
when she picks up this whimsical 
book. Or when we return home after a 
blustery walk. Or when she feels gen-
erally in need of comfort.

Julia has become our touchstone 
for expressing domestic bliss, which 
can be truncated to the shorthand: 
“Tea and toast!”

Julia achieves this enviable state 
by illing her house with waifs and 
strays, then corralling their boister-
ous energy into creating a happy home 
where everybody contributes some-
thing valuable based on their skills and 
strengths. This book is satisfying on 
every level.
Sleep Tight Farm: A Farm Prepares 
for Winter
Written by Eugenie Doyle. Illustrated 
by Becca Stadtlander. (2016, Chronicle 
Books.)

Find out what happens to bees, 
strawberries and chickens in the win-
ter. This charming description of tuck-

ing in a small farm for its hibernation 
contains all the comfort of a bedtime 
book. After all, the family is putting the 
farm to bed!

The illustrations — right down to 
the end pages — heighten the cozi-
ness, which culminates in “clinking 
lights” and “down quilts of snow.” This 
story seems to tap into an ancient sea-
sonal rhythm, which imbues it with the 
feeling that all’s right with the world.

EARLY CHAPTER BOOK:
Moominland Midwinter
Written and illustrated by Tove Jans-
son. Translated by Thomas Warburton. 
(2010, Square Fish.)

A familiar classic, this early chapter 
book is a celebration of the adventures 
and introspection winter brings. It loses 
nothing upon reading. And re-reading.

This story provides the most im-
pressive literary interpretation I’ve 
ever read of what one reviewer in-
sightfully dubs “haunting quietness.” I 
still remember the varied epiphanies 
Jannson’s masterpiece brought about 
during my own childhood readings.

So walk along with Moomintroll 
as he explores life’s more existential 
questions in the moonlit snowy woods. 
Oh yes, and there’s also jam.

MIDDLE GRADE FICTION:
The Wolf Wilder
Written by Katherine Rundell. (2016, 
Simon and Schuster.)

Whenever you feel like hanging 
out in the snowy Russian woods with 

a pack of wolves and a girl whose sass, 
smarts and spirit can hardly be con-
tained in her wee frame, just pick up 
this rollicking old-fashioned adventure 
with a twist.

You may not feel particularly cozy 
while Feo is battling a nefarious branch 
of the Russian army in order to rescue 
her mother.

But her winter adventures with her 
wolves and newfound gang of plucky 
comrades culminate in a happy ending 
that’s as warming as steamed vanilla milk.
Dolphin Luck
Written by Hilary McKay. Illustrated 
by Bill Farnsworth. (1999, Margaret K. 
McElderry.)

The winter holidays don’t always 
bring bliss, not even during a rare 
snowfall on the Yorkshire coast.

For the Robinson children, Christ-
mas won’t bring the sort of “some-
thing special” or “something nice” that 
they’re hoping for, so they are reduced 
to wishing for “some luck” instead.

Enter a railway journey gone awry, 
the search for a mysterious Viking 
sword, and resulting hilarious hijinks.

While things get worse before they 
get better, the ending is happy enough 
to melt even the Grinch’s heart.
The Bonaventure Adventures
Written by Rachelle Delaney. (2017, 
Puf in Canada.)

Hogwarts meets Cirque du Soleil. 
Join Seb Konstantinov as he journeys 
to Montréal to save his family’s cir-
cus by enrolling as a student at the 
Bonaventure Circus School.

Along the way discovers his own 
special powers, which he’s surprised to 
learn are strong enough to keep a big 
top up. Teamed up with his newfound 
buddies, his adventures become she-
nanigans before everything works out.

There’s never a dull moment, but 
there’s time enough to bask in the 
magic of ice sculptures, sledding and 
chocolat chaud. This is an updated 
old-fashioned adventure with all the 
charm of a classic old Montréal winter. 

[the writer is Assistant Professor, 
University of The Fraser Valley]

Six children’s stories to bring 
calm to the holiday chaos
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I , D  9 (PTI): 
Arunachal Pradesh Lok 
Sabha MP Ninong Ering 
has requested Union For-
est Minster Harshvardhan 
for a survey in the state to 
ind the number of snow 

leopards in the state.
The letter follows 

photographic evidence 
of the presence of snow 
leopards at Thembang 
area in West Kameng 
district of the mountain 
state recently which was 
yielded during a study 
of the elusive animal by 
the World Wildlife Fund 
(WWF), India.

Ering in his letter 
on December 4 last also 
requested the union 
minister to initiate Proj-
ect Snow Leopard in 
Arunachal Pradesh.

The letter, a copy of 
which was made available 
to the press, also sought 
publishing of a vision doc-
ument with regard to the 
country’s participation in 
‘The Bishkek Declaration 
2017’ which seeks to con-
serve the snow leopard 
and its ecosystem.

“In Arunachal Pradesh, 
there is also need for ex-
tension of the area allot-
ted to the snow leopard 

landscape with a plan for 
community participation 
in the surveillance process 
as most of the forests are 
community owned,” Ering 
said in his letter.

“While the Centre 
has always identi ied 
Arunachal as a snow 
leopard state, this is the 
irst time that proof of 

their presence has been 
captured. This is a sig-
ni icant feat for our state 
for the presence of this 
carnivore is an indicator 
of the thriving ecology in 
the area,” Ering added.

The state-wide survey 
carried out by WWF India 
in collaboration with state 

forest department was 
started in March this year, 
focusing on unexplored 
areas. It had yielded pho-
to evidence of the snow 
leopard through a camera 
trap set up at Thembang, 
one of the community 
conserved areas in the 
state, according to a WWF 
statement released in Oc-
tober this year.

Only a fraction of 
snow leopard habitats in 
the state fall into two pro-
tected areas - the Dibang 
biosphere reserve and the 
Namdapha National Park.

“The presence of the 
big cat beyond these 
protected areas high-

lights the importance 
of community support 
for conservation as well 
as landscape-scale con-
servation planning,” the 
WWF statement said.

The survey relied on 
the knowledge of the 
community members to 
understand the current 
distribution of snow 
leopards and other large 
mammals in the region.

The state-wide survey 
is signi icant as it covers 
one of the 22 priority land-
scapes of the Global Snow 
Leopard Ecosystem Pro-
tection Program (GSLEP).

The indings of 
the state-wide survey 

will enable Arunachal 
Pradesh forest depart-
ment to develop a snow 
leopard conservation 
plan to address increas-
ing threats such as retal-
iatory killings, infrastruc-
ture development and 
climate change induced 
impacts on the habitats, 
the statement said.

Snow leopard, native 
of central and south Asia 
and a sacred animal in 
Kyrgyzstan, is listed as 
a vulnerable category 
animal in the Red List of 
threatened species com-
piled by the International 
Union for Conservation 
of Nature (IUCN).

Arunachal MP seeks survey on 
snow leopards in the state

SHIRISH B PRADHAN
K , D  9 (PTI):

The Left alliance has won at 
least 26 of the 30 parliamen-

tary seats and is leading com-
fortably against the opposition 
NC which has won three seats in 
the historic parliamentary and 
provincial assembly polls in Ne-
pal, of icials said today.

The Communist Party of 
Nepal-Uni ied Marxist Leninist 
(CPN-UML) has won 18 seats 
while its alliance partner the 
CPN Maoist-Centre eight. The 
opposition Nepali Congress 
(NC) has won three seats while 
independent one.

The CPN-UML is leading 
on 44 seats, the CPN-Maoist 
Centre on 18 and the NC on 12 
seats, they said.

A total of 1,663 candidates 
contested polls for parliamenta-
ry seats while 2,819 were in the 
fray for the provincial assembly 

seats in the historic elections 
that many hope will bring the 
much-needed political stability 
to the Himalayan nation.

The polls will elect 128 
members of parliament and 
256 members of provincial as-
semblies.

The house of representa-
tives consists of 275 members, 
of which 165 would be elected 
directly under the irst-past-
the- post system while the re-
maining 110 will come through 
the proportional representa-
tion system.

Of the 10 parliamentary 
seats in Kathmandu district, 
the CPN-UML has won three 
while the NC two.

Senior NC leader and for-
mer Deputy Prime Minister 
Prakash Man Singh has won 
from Kathmandu-1 seat by a 
thin margin against his rival 
Ravindra Mishra, a senior jour-

nalist who was contesting from 
a new party Sajha Viveksheel.

Popular NC youth leader 
Gagan Thapa won from Kath-
mandu-4 by defeating Rajan 
Bhattarai of the CPN-UML.

Left alliance candidates 
Krishna Kumar Rai, Jeevan 
Ram Bhandari and Krishna 
Gopal Shrestha have won from 
Kathmandu-3, Kathmandu-8 
and Kathmandu-9 seats re-
spectively by defeating their 
NC opponents.

In the 2013 Constituent 
Assembly elections, the Nepali 
Congress had won eight out of 
ten seats from Kathmandu.

The heavy weights who lost 
include NC leader Shekhar Koi-
rala, Communication minister 
and NC candidate Mohan Bas-
net and Rastriya Prajatantrik 
Party leader Pashupati Shum-
sher Rana.

Koirala lost to Lal Babu 

Pandit of the CPN-UML from 
Morang 6 while Basnet lost to 
Agni Sapkota of the CPN-Mao-
ist Centre from Sindhupalcho-
wk 1 seat. Rana lost to Sher Ba-
hadur Tamang of the CPN-UML 
on Sindhupalcowk 2 seat.

In the provincial assem-
blies, the CPN-UML has won 
12 seats while the CPN-Maoist 
Centre and the NC won 8 and 
3 seats respectively, they said.

Voting in two-phased the 
parliamentary and provincial 
assembly elections were held on 
November 26 and December 7.

In the irst phase, poll-
ing were held in 32 districts, 
mostly situated in the hilly and 
mountainous region, in which 
65 per cent of voters had ex-
ercised their franchise. In the 
second phase, 67 per cent vot-
er turnout was registered.

The elections are being 
seen as the inal step in Nepal’s 

transition to a federal democ-
racy following a decade-long 
civil war till 2006 that claimed 
more than 16,000 lives.

While many hope Nepal’s 
irst state elections will hasten 

regional development, others 
fear they will spark a fresh 
wave of violence.

In 2015, when Nepal ad-
opted a new Constitution that 
split it into seven states, doz-
ens of people were killed in 
ethnic clashes over territory 
and rights.

Following the adoption of 
the new Constitution, the eth-
nic Madhesi group, mostly of 
Indian-origin, protested for 
months, saying they were not 
getting enough territory in one 
of the provinces and were also 
facing discrimination.

The polls are seen as a ma-
jor step towards implementing 
the new Constitution.

Nepal polls: Left alliance wins 26 seats, Nepali Cong 3

K , D  8 (PTI): 
In a twist to the ongoing 
bickering within the rul-
ing Naga People’s Front 
(NPF), Nagaland Chief 
Minister T R Zeliang and 
NPF president Shurhoze-
lie Liezietsu today report-
edly signed a document to 
reconcile and re-unite.

The internal crisis in 
the party began in July 
after 36 NPF MLAs joined 
Zeliang’s camp to oust 
then Chief Minister Liezi-
etsu, and after a division 
in the NPF resulted in a 
parallel party with for-
mer CM Neiphiu Rio as 
its president.

Sources within both 
the NPF camps told PTI to-
night that a reconciliatory 
process was and Zeliang 
and Liezietsu have inked 
a document accepting to 
reconcile and re-unite.

A inal outcome of the 
reconciliatory process 
could be expected in a 
couple of days, the sourc-
es said, without wanting 
to be quoted.

However, Minister for 
Health and Family Wel-
fare Imkong L Imchen, 

who is in Zeliang camp, 
said the process was ini-
tiated as a solution to 
the vexed Naga political 
issue is expected to be 
reaching the inal stage.

“Solution of the Naga 
political issue is the 
prime concern. And as 
legislators we thought it 
is best to work togeth-
er for a inal settlement 
without difference to 
achieve the common as-
piration of the Naga peo-
ple,” he said.

Another reason for 
the reconciliation, Imchen 
said, was the acknowl-
edgement of the directive 
of the Election Commis-
sion of India to reconcile 
and resolved the matter 
as per the provisions of 
the NPF constitution.

The sources also said 
that after the reconcilia-
tory process is complet-
ed the NPF faction head-
ed by Rio would die “a 
natural death”.

They, however, said 
Rio, accepting the recon-
ciliation, has decided to 
resign from the post of 
president.

‘Nagaland CM Zeliang, 
NPF chief Liezietsu 

to reconcile’

Teachers’ agitation: Rail, road 
blockades lifted in Tripura

A , D  9 (PTI): Police today cleared the rail-
way tracks and Assam-Agartala National Highway, 
which were blocked since yesterday by a section of 
agitating teachers demanding security of their jobs at 
Sindhukumarpara in Dhalai district.

Of iciating S P (Police Control), Harkumar Debbar-
ma said the blockades were lifted at around 2 pm and 
the vehicles have started plying.

Prohibitory order under 144 Crpc was imposed 
at around 1.30 pm and the assembly on the highway 
and the rail tracks were declared illegal, following 
which the police swung into action by arresting the 
agitating teachers.

No untoward incident was reported and around 
70 people were arrested and kept inside a govern-
ment school, police said.

The convener of the breakaway faction of All Tri-
pura 10,323 Teacher s Association, Uttam Kumar Dey 
said, the teachers would intensify their agitation after 
a discussion among the colleagues.

A division bench of the Tripura High Court in May, 
2014 had passed the verdict of terminating 10,323 
teachers due to faulty appointment system.

The Supreme Court had upheld the High Court 
judgement in March, 2017.

Around 500 teachers of the breakaway fac-
tion blocked road and railway at Sindhukumar-
para in Dhalai district yesterday, about 140 kms 
from here.

A , D  9 
(PTI): As many as 397 
crorepati candidates are 
in the fray for the Gujarat 
assembly elections, an 
analysis of their election 
af idavits done by two 
NGOs has found.

Of the total 1,828 
candidates trying their 
luck in the two-phased 
Assembly polls, 1,098 
nominees have passed 
class 12 or below. Also, 
there are only 118 wom-
en candidates in the fray, 
according to the report 
by the Association for 
Democratic Reforms 
(ADR) and Gujarat Elec-
tion Watch (GEW).

While 198 out of the 
total 977 candidates of the 
irst phase have declared 

assets worth more than Rs 

1 crore, 199 nominees out 
of the total 851 of second 
phase have emerged as 
‘crorepati’ as per the anal-
ysis of their af idavits con-
ducted by the NGOs.

As per the study, 
131 of these 397 ‘crore-
pati’ candidates have 
declared assets worth 
over Rs 5 crore, while 
124 others have shown 
movable and immovable 
assets in the range of Rs 
2 crore to Rs 5 crore.

While the ruling BJP 
has given tickets to 142 
‘crorepati’ candidates, 
the opposition Congress 
has ielded 127 such 
nominees. The NCP has 
given tickets to 17 crore-
pati candidates, the Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) has 
ielded 13 such candi-

dates and the BSP to ive.
The report said that 

56 independent candi-
dates also fall under this 
category. The remaining 
‘crorepati’ candidates 
belong to lesser known 
parties or out its.

Congress candidate 
for Daskroi seat, Pankaj 
Patel has emerged as the 
wealthiest candidate with 
declared assets worth Rs 
231.93 crore, it said.

He is followed by an-
other Congress nominee 
Indranil Rajyaguru of Ra-
jkot-West seat who has 
declared assets worth Rs 
141.22 crore.

Rajyaguru is followed 
by BJP candidate for 
Botad seat Saurabh Pa-
tel. Patel, who is former 
Gujarat inance minis-

ter, has declared assets 
worth Rs 123.78 crore, 
the report said.

BJP candidate and 
prominent business-
man Dhanjibhai Patel 
of Wadhwan seat is in 
the fourth place with 
declared assets of Rs 
113.47 crore.

In a sharp contrast, 
six independent candi-
dates have declared that 
they have ‘zero’ movable 
or immovable assets.

The report also sug-
gests that as many as 13 
candidates have declared 
that their annual income 
is more than Rs 1 crore, 
based on the last Income 
Tax returns iled by them.

In terms of educa-
tional quali ications, the 
report said that as many 

as 1,098 nominees have 
either passed only 5th, 
8th, 10th or 12th class. 
119 candidates men-
tioned that they were 
only literate, while 23 
others declared that they 
were illiterate.

According to the re-
port, of the 1,828 candi-
dates, 118 were women. 
658 candidates were in 
the age group of 25 and 
40 years, 889 between 
ages of 41 and 60, while 
193 of them were be-
tween 61 and 80.

Voting for the irst 
phase of the polls began 
this morning, while poll-
ing for the second phase 
will be held on December 
14. Counting of votes for 
both the phases will be 
held on December 18.

397 ‘crorepati’ candidates 
in fray for Gujarat polls
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‘Tulsi Rasogolla’ 
for the foodies
K , D  9 (PTI): 
Rasogolla, post its getting 
the GI tag, appears to have 
become the toast of the 
season and a new variant 
‘Tulsi Rasogolla’, which 
has the lavour of holy ba-
sil leaves, is on the platter 
at an ongoing food festi-
val organised by the West 
Bengal government here.

The ‘Tulsi Rasogolla’, is 
being lapped up by gour-
mets at one of the 25 stalls 
at the ive-day food festival 
‘Ahare Bangla’ here.

“This particular variety 
retains the unique spongy 
charactersitic of Banglar 
Rosogolla with medicinal 
quality of Tulsi plants and 
became an instant hit along 
with other traditional vari-
eties,” a spokesperson of 
the stall said.

The ‘Tulsi Rasogolla’ is 
vying for attention along 
with the Russian delica-
cies like ‘bliny, ‘coulibiac’ 
and vegetarian and pork 
and chicken cheese vari-
ations, which are being 
sold from a stall set up 
with help from the Rus-
sian consulate.

“This is for the second 
time that we have brought 
special Russian food for 
the Kolkata foodies in as-
sociation with a cafe and 
bistro specialising in Rus-
sian food,” a spokesman 
managing the Russian 
stall said.
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N  D , D  8 (PTI): The Su-
preme Court today agreed to exam-
ine the constitutional validity of a 
colonial era law on adultery which 
punishes only the man even though 
the woman, with whom he has had 
consensual sex, may be an equal 
partner.

The top court also said if the hus-
band gives consent for sexual inter-
course between his wife and another 
man, then it nulli ies the offence of 
adultery and turns the woman into 
a commodity, which goes against the 
principle of gender justice and the 
constitutional mandate of right to 
equality.

Section 497 of the Indian Penal 
Code states that “whoever has sexual 
intercourse with a person who is and 
whom he knows or has reason to be-
lieve to be the wife of another man, 
without the consent or connivance 
of that man, such sexual intercourse 
not amounting to the offence of rape, 
is guilty of the offence of adultery”.

The offence of adultery entails 

punishment of up to ive years or 
with ine or with both. However, in 
such cases, the wife shall not be pun-
ishable as an abettor.

A bench of Chief Justice Dipak 
Misra and Justices A M Khanwilkar 
and D Y Chandrachud termed the 
provision a “prima facie archaic” and 
said this “tantamounts to subordina-
tion of a woman where the Constitu-
tion confers equal status”.

“A time has come when the society 
must realise that a woman is equal to 
a man in every ield. This provision, 
prima facie, appears to be quite ar-
chaic. When the society progresses 
and the rights are conferred, the new 
generation of thoughts spring, and 
that is why, we are inclined to issue 
notice,” the bench said.

It said it would examine the con-
stitutional validity of the 157-year-
old provision and issued notice to 
the Centre, seeking its response in 
four weeks.

The court said it needs to exam-
ine why a married woman, who may 

have been an equal partner to the of-
fence of adultery with a married man 
who is not her husband, should not 
be punished along with the man.

Secondly, the bench said it will 
examine if the husband of a woman 
gives his consent or connives for sex-
ual intercourse with another mar-
ried man, then does it not turn her 
into a commodity.

“Prima facie, on a perusal of Sec-
tion 497 of the Indian Penal Code, we 
ind that it grants relief to the wife 

by treating her as a victim. It is also 
worthy to note that when an offence 
is committed by both of them, one 
is liable for criminal offence but the 
other is absolved,” it said.

The top court said the provision 
seems to be based on a “societal pre-
sumption” and ordinarily, the crimi-
nal law proceeds on gender neutral-
ity but in this case, “as we perceive, 
the said concept is absent”.

“That apart, it is to be seen when 
there is conferment of any af irma-
tive right on women, can it go to the 

extent of treating them as the victim, 
in all circumstances, to the peril of 
the husband,” the bench said.

It said when the provision is per-
ceived from the language employed 
in the section, then the “fulcrum of 
the offence is destroyed once the 
consent or the connivance of the 
husband is established”.

“Viewed from the said scenario, 
the provision really creates a dent 
on the individual, independent iden-
tity of a woman when the emphasis 
is laid on the connivance or the con-
sent of the husband”, it said.

During the hearing, Justice 
Chandrachud observed that at pres-
ent, the law assumes a “patronising 
attitude” towards the woman and 
treats her as a victim which amounts 
to violation of a fundamental right 
and gender discrimination.

Advocates Kaleeswaram Raj and 
Suvidutt M S, appearing for petition-
er Joseph Shine, an Indian citizen but 
residing in Italy, said section 497 was 
“prima facie unconstitutional on the 

ground that it discriminates against 
men and violates Article 14, 15 and 
21 of the Constitution of”.

He said “when the sexual inter-
course takes place with the consent 
of both the parties, there is no good 
reason for excluding one party from 
the liability”.

The lawyer said the provision 
also indirectly discriminates against 
women by holding an erroneous pre-
sumption that they are the property 
of men.

“This is further evidenced by the 
fact that if adultery is engaged with 
the consent of the husband of the 
woman, then such act seizes to be an 
offence punishable under the code,” 
he told the bench.

He said the said provisions have 
been treated to be constitutionally 
valid in three verdicts of the apex 
court in 1954, 1985 and in 1988.

Raj said that petitioner has also 
challenged the Section 198(2) of 
CrPC, which deals with prosecution 
for offences against marriages.

SC to examine 157-yr-old law on adultery which punishes only men

M , D  9 (AFP): 
Manchester United manager 
Jose Mourinho has launched a 
pre-derby attack on Manches-
ter City’s players by claiming it 
only takes a “little bit of wind” 
for them to go to ground.

Pep Guardiola’s City travel 
to Old Trafford on Sunday look-
ing to extend their eight-point 
advantage over second- place 
United at the top of the Pre-
mier League table.

It is being billed as an oppor-
tunity for United to blast their 
way back into the title race and 
Mourinho lit the blue touch pa-
per in his pre-match press brief-
ing by suggesting City’s players 
went to ground too easily.

“They are a good team. 
They defend well, they react 
well to the moment they lose 
the ball,” Mourinho told report-
ers at United’s training base in 
Carrington, west of Manches-
ter on Friday.

“They have a good dynam-
ic in attack, they have creative 
movement. They have amazing 
players, they have a fantastic 
coach, they have lots of good 

things.
“If you ask me one thing 

that I don’t like a lot it’s that 
they lose their balance very 
easily. You know, a little bit of 
wind and they fall.”

Arsenal manager Arsene 
Wenger accused City winger 

Raheem Sterling of diving last 
month, while mid ielder Fer-
nandinho was booked for sim-
ulation during his side’s recent 
win at Hudders ield Town.

Mourinho also questioned 
Guardiola’s right to wear a yel-
low ribbon in solidarity with 

imprisoned Catalan politicians, 
suggesting he would ind himself 
in hot water with the authorities 
if he made a similar gesture.

“I think I wouldn’t be al-
lowed to do. That’s just what I 
think,” said Mourinho, who fa-
mously clashed with Guardiola 
while the pair were coaches of 
Real Madrid and Barcelona re-
spectively.

“If the rules allow us to do 
that, he is a free citizen to do 
it. But I am not sure if the rules 
allow to have any political mes-
sage on the pitch. That’s just 
my doubt.

“But I know Pep and I know 
his feelings like everybody 
else knows because it is public 
about his country.”
FAN TRUCE
Mourinho also moved to draw 
a line under his recent feud 
with United’s fans.

He criticised United’s fans 
for voicing dissatisfaction 
with Romelu Lukaku during 
October’s 1-0 win over Totten-
ham Hotspur at Old Trafford, 
which saw the Belgian striker 
fail to score for a ifth succes-

sive match.
Mourinho also hit out at 

supporters for booing when he 
took Anthony Martial off in the 
same match and used his pro-
gramme notes prior to a Cham-
pions League game against Ba-
sel to criticise the atmosphere 
during the Spurs game.

United fans expressed dis-
appointment with Mourinho’s 
comments on social media and 
on Friday he decided to call a 
truce.

“I stop with that,” said the 
Portuguese, who will be with-
out the suspended Paul Pogba 
against City. I’m not going to 
write any more words about it, 
I’m not going to say any more 
words about it.

“We are paid to work and to 
work hard and to give the best 
we can, not to criticise fans and 
I’m not going to say any words. 
It is the reality of things. I’m 
not paid to come here and 
make any comments or to ask 
for something from the fans. 
I am paid to give them happi-
ness, which is what I try to do 
every day.

Man City players knocked 
over by wind: Mourinho

K , D  9 (PTI): 
A it-again Dipa Karma-
kar will join the gymnas-
tics national camp next 
week but there is an air 
of uncertainty regarding 
her participation at the 
Commonwealth Games 
as coach Bishweshwar 
Nandi does not want to 
rush things.

The Dronacharya 
awardee coach, who is 
credited with Dipa’s spec-
tacular fourth-place in-
ish in Rio Olympics, said 
he would take a call only 
mid-March after seeing 
his ward’s progress.

Although Nandi has 
not completely ruled Dipa 
out of the 2018 Gold Coast 
event, to be held in April, 
he feels the Asian Games 
in August would be a more 
“realistic target”.

“I will closely monitor 
her progress but I do not 
want to rush things. If she 
is it she will de initely go 
to Gold Coast. Achieving 
itness is the priority and 

she has started slowly. 

It’s 50-50 for Common-
wealth Games now,” Nan-
di told PTI.

“I will be able to 
take a call by March 15 
next year. We have two 
more important events 
lined up next year - the 
Asian Games in Jakarta 
and Palembang, and the 
World Championship 
in Doha. So I want to go 
slowly,” he said.

Executing the Pro-
dunova, also known 
as the ‘Vault of Death’, 
to near perfection, the 
diminutive Agartala girl 
became a national sen-
sation in a sport little 
known in India.

But she has been out 
of action post Rio owing 
to a ligament tear in the 
right leg and was oper-
ated by Dr Anant Joshi in 
Mumbai.

“Even football icon 
Cristiano Ronaldo has 
gone to surgery many a 
times. I am hopeful that 
she will be back to her 
best soon,” Nandi said.

Dipa it but coach will 
take CWG call in March

Dubai, Dec 9 (PTI): 
India go into their One 
Day International series 
against Sri Lanka starting 
Sunday with the aim of 
winning 3-0 and overtak-
ing South Africa to take 
top position in the ICC 
ODI Team Rankings.

India, who are top-
ranked in Test cricket, are 
on 120 points in the ODI 
rankings, only one notch 
behind South Africa and 
will go ahead if they win 
the irst match in Dha-
ramsala on Sunday.

India will reach 121 
points and edge South 
Africa on decimal points 
if they take a 1-0 lead in 
the series but will have 

to also win the following 
two matches in Mohali 
and Visakakhapatnam on 
13 and 17 December.

Sri Lanka are 8th on 
the table with 83 points 
and the rankings system is 
weighted to re lect the dif-
ference in ranking points.

India will slip to 119 
points even with a 2-1 
win in the ODI series, 
which follows a three-
Test series between the 
two sides, which India 
won 1-0.

On the other hand, 
eighth-ranked Sri Lanka 
will remain on 83 points 
even with a 3-0 loss but 
can go up to 87 points 
with a 3-0 series win.

India can pip SA to top 
of ODI rankings with 
Lanka ‘Whitewash’

G , 09 D  (IPR): 
The inals of the All India 
Senior Ranking Badmin-
ton Tournament 2017 
were held at indoor stadi-
um of SMIT, Mazitar. Chief 
Minister Pawan Chamling 
graced the inal match as 
the chief guest accompa-
nied by Speaker KN Rai as 
the special guest. The Min-
ister for Sports and Youth 
Affairs, RB Subba, Secre-

tary of Sports Department, 
of icials of Sports depart-
ment, Vice president of 
Badminton Association of 
India, President and other 
members of Badminton 
Association of Sikkim were 
also present.

The tournament was 
organized by Badminton 
Association of Sikkim 
(BAS) under the aegis of 
Badminton Association 

of India.
Final Singles Category:

Women’s Single: Fi-
nal played between An-
ura Prabhudesai (Goa) 
and Vaishnavi Bhale (Ma-
harashtra) with Aruna 
winning 2-1.

Men’s Single: Pratul 
Joshi (Madhya Pradesh) 
won against Siddharath 
Thakur (Maharashtra).

Women’s Doubles: 

Dhanya Nair (Railway) 
and Ashna Roy (Kerela) 
beat Anura Prabhude-
sai (Goa) and Vaishnavi 
Bhale (Maharashtra) 2-1.

Men’s Doubles: Twin 
brothers from Assam, 
Anjan Buragohain and 
Ranjan Buragohain out-
played Mohamed Rehan 
R (Tamil Nadu) and Vela-
van V (Tamil Nadu) 2-0.

‘The Organizing Com-

mittee also felicitated 
the Chief Minister on his 
receiving the One World 
Award in Germany re-
cently.

The Sports & Youth 
Affairs Department also 
felicitated 51 Merito-
rious Sportspersons of 
Sikkim with cash incen-
tive awards for the year 
of 2017-2018. The award 
was introduced in the 

State in the year 2003 to 
encourage and motivate 
sportspersons in the pur-
suit of excellence.

Sportspersons like 
Tarundeep Rai, Navin 
Kumar Pradhan, Bikash 
Jairu, Sanju Pradhan, 
Susmita Rai, Phurba 
Sherpa and others were 
the recipients of the 
award  for 2017-18.   

All India Sr Ranking Badminton tourney concludes 
with a lurry of matches and CM as chief guest
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An Israeli airstrike in Gaza has killed two Palestinians, security of icials have said. The airstrike hit a base of Hamas’s military wing in Nus-
seirat in the central Gaza Strip. Security of icials of the territory’s Palestinian Islamist rulers said two people had died in the strike. It comes 

amid protests across Palestinian territories after President Donald Trump recognised Jerusalem as Israel’s capital. Two Palestinians were shot 
dead by the Israeli army in the clashes earlier on Saturday morning. The ministry said the bodies of the two men were recovered several hours 
after the pre-dawn strike, in Nusseirat, central Gaza.

NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR KIND MORNING DEAR WORTHY DEAR FALCON EVENING
Draw Time: 11:55 am onwards Draw Time: 04:00 pm onwards Draw Time: 08:00 pm onwards

Draw No:1 DrawDate on:07/12/17 Draw No:1 DrawDate on:07/12/17 Draw No:19 DrawDate on:07/12/17
1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 87G 19261 1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 73J 89403 1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 86L 35955

    (Including Super Prize Amt)     (Including Super Prize Amt)     (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.9497/- 19261 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9497/- 89403 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9497/- 35955 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
12209 21702 26130 41872 49400 08617 16543 20380 31294 42344 05866 06586 06872 07791 50846
64583 66611 72072 77912 86216 55808 65813 76943 79248 88488 52979 76992 78647 92739 98902
3rd Prize Rs.500/- 2757 3483 4710 5395 6590 6987 7387 9072 9629 9700 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0116 1884 2281 2829 2951 4703 7180 8776 8876 9547 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0307 1244 2550 3368 3892 4303 5519 8451 8670 9066
4th Prize Rs.250/- 0063 0439 1628 1860 3834 4208 5000 6883 7213 7661 4th Prize Rs.250/- 1324 2584 2742 6111 6441 7007 7110 8468 8881 9307 4th Prize Rs.250/- 1511 1941 2357 2880 4410 7488 7926 8135 8683 9373
5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/-
0160 0235 0752 0912 0948 0985 1183 1215 1271 1282 0031 0213 0337 0603 0736 0795 0800 0812 0838 0869 0267 0445 0605 0861 0924 1039 1075 1235 1360 1476
1314 1696 1825 1830 1926 1965 2096 2215 2317 2409 0888 0891 0917 1159 1169 1194 1213 1702 1772 1939 1496 1535 1574 1689 1741 1840 2066 2132 2364 2503
2733 2771 2868 2916 2935 2993 3025 3110 3167 3240 1958 2121 2183 2197 2256 2352 2582 2681 2752 2941 2626 2790 2840 2948 3024 3285 3291 3295 3505 3571
3287 3327 3377 3441 3588 3601 3659 3669 3673 3713 3009 3186 3192 3244 3373 3577 3658 3732 3796 3798 3804 3815 3884 4032 4786 4799 4878 5027 5134 5188
3830 3882 4327 4351 4374 4510 4620 4659 4855 5014 4022 4204 4284 4359 4423 4573 4621 4656 4664 4772 5198 5251 5371 5451 5526 5703 5808 5973 6185 6194
5140 5357 5434 5534 5764 5790 5882 5888 5914 6093 4931 4971 5068 5274 5371 5393 5428 5581 5750 5798 6276 6382 6428 6475 6498 6607 6636 6665 6784 6914
6274 6369 6450 6496 6743 6758 7007 7067 7089 7134 5923 5931 5967 6119 6167 6225 6562 6624 6949 6954 6936 7129 7134 7173 7284 7360 7366 7411 7551 7552
7168 7169 7182 7391 7436 7600 7770 7775 7881 8102 7062 7170 7176 7249 7273 7401 7620 7637 7849 7877 7593 7628 7650 7688 7693 8076 8237 8382 8493 8526
8107 8168 8365 8369 8374 8394 8398 8555 8577 8621 7934 7935 7947 8165 8183 8344 8416 8428 8504 8600 8550 8657 8661 8808 8878 8969 9043 9134 9138 9444
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KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE

MEMORIAL  SERVICE
The Memorial Service of late Sonam Ongain Karthak
(54 yrs.), who left for heavenly abode on 06th
December, 2017,  falls on 11th December, 2017.

All relatives, friends and well wishers are requested
to join us for offering prayers to the departed soul at our
residence Behind Marygold School, Upper Sichey,
D.C. Court, Link Road, Gangtok, East Sikkim. We
offer our sincere gratitude towards those who stood by us
in the time of bereavement.

RSVP:
Mr. R.T. Karthak (brother): 9734955207,

Mr. Sonam Raleon Karthak (yougest son): 9593371551,
Mr. Binod Kr. Chettri (brother-in-law): 9933462560.

S , D  9 (AFP): 
North Korea blamed US 
“nuclear blackmail” for 
soaring tensions over 
its weapons programme 
following rare meetings 
with a senior UN of icial, 
but agreed to regular 
communication with the 
organisation, state media 
said today.

Jeffrey Feltman lew to 
Beijing today after wrap-
ping up a ive-day visit 
to Pyongyang aimed at 
defusing the crisis, just a 
week after North Korea 
said it test- ired a new 
ballistic missile capable of 
reaching the United States.

His trip - the irst by a 
UN diplomat of his rank 
since 2010 - saw him meet 
Foreign Minister Ri Yong-
Ho and vice foreign minister 
Pak Myong-Kuk, and visit 
medical facilities supported 
by the UN, the North’s state 
news agency KCNA said.

“At these meetings, 
our side said the US poli-
cy of hostility toward the 
DPRK (North Korea) and 
its nuclear blackmail are to 
blame for the current tense 
situation on the Korean 
peninsula,” the report said.

It added that the 
North had agreed with the 
UN “to regularise commu-
nications through visits at 
various levels”.

The report did not 
mention any meetings 
with leader Kim Jong-Un, 
who has ramped up his 
impoverished nation’s 
missile and nuclear pro-
gramme in recent years 
in order to achieve Pyong-
yang’s stated goal of devel-
oping a warhead capable 
of hitting the US mainland.

Feltman, the UN’s un-
der-secretary-general for 
political affairs, visited the 
country just after the Unit-
ed States and South Korea 
launched their biggest-ev-
er joint air exercise.

Pyongyang reiterated 
its view that these ma-
noeuvres were a provoca-
tion on Saturday, accusing 
the drills of “revealing its 
intention to mount a sur-
prise nuclear pre-emptive 
strike against the DPRK”, 
using the initials of the 
country’s of icial name.

The UN Security Coun-
cil has hit the isolated and 
impoverished North with 
a package of sanctions 
over its increasingly pow-
erful missile and nuclear 
tests, which have rattled 
Washington and its re-
gional allies South Korea 
and Japan.

Feltman arrived in 
Beijing, a key transit 
point with the North, and 
left the airport without 
speaking to reporters.

China, Pyongyang’s 
sole major diplomatic and 
military ally, has called on 
the United States to freeze 
military drills and on 
North Korea to halt weap-
ons tests.

The Chinese foreign 
ministry on Saturday pub-
lished a speech from four 
days ago by foreign min-
ister Wang Yi in which he 
warned that the Korean 

Peninsula “remains deep-
ly entrenched in a vicious 
cycle of demonstrations of 
strength and confrontation.” 

“The outlook is not 
optimistic,” Beijing’s top 
diplomat added.

Pyongyang ramped up 
already high tensions on 
the Korean Peninsula at 
the end of November when 
it announced it had suc-
cessfully test- ired a new 
intercontinental ballistic 
missile (ICBM), which it 
says brings the whole of 
the continental United 
States within range.

Analysts say it is un-
clear whether the missile 
survived re-entry into the 
earth’s atmosphere or 
could successfully deliver 
a warhead to its target - 
key technological hurdles 
for Pyongyang.

US President Donald 
Trump has engaged in 
months of tit- for-tat rhet-
oric with Kim, pejoratively 
dubbing him “Little Rocket 
Man” and a “sick puppy”.

Kim has called the 
71-year-old president a 
“dotard”, meaning a weak 
or senile old man - an insult 
that was renewed today 
as the North condemned 
Trump for recognising Je-
rusalem as Israel’s capital.

“Considering the fact 
that the mentally de-
ranged dotard openly 
called for a total destruc-
tion of a sovereign state 
at the UN, this action is 
not so surprising”, KCNA 
quoted a foreign ministry 
spokesman as saying.

“The US will be held 
accountable for all conse-
quences from this reck-
less, wicked act.” 

The North today re-
leased photographs of Kim 
on the summit of the coun-
try’s highest peak, the fa-
bled 2,750-metre (9,020- 
foot) Mount Paektu, which 
he climbed to ponder re-
cent successes in his drive 
for nuclear statehood.

KCNA said the young 
leader, who was pic-
tured strolling across the 
snow-covered peak sport-
ing a heavy black coat, 
fur hat and buffed leather 
shoes, had climbed the 
“sublime mountain of rev-
olution”, which is on the 
border with China.

Kim, described in the 
fulsome language of Pyong-
yang’s mouthpiece as “the 
peerlessly illustrious com-
mander who controls the 
nature”, used the opportu-
nity to dwell on the “emo-
tion-charged days when he 
realised the great historic 
cause of completing the 
state nuclear force without 
yielding even a moment”.

Mount Paektu is con-
sidered a sacred place in 
Korean folklore and plays 
a central role in the pro-
paganda glorifying the 
Kim family.

Of icially, Kim’s father 
Kim Jong-Il was born on 
its slopes in 1942, though 
independent historians 
say he was actually born a 
year earlier and in the So-
viet Union, where his own 
father was in exile.

North Korea blames US for 
tensions in rare UN talks

LALIT K JHA 
W , D  9 (PTI):

The United States today stood 
isolated in the powerful UN 

Security Council as the member 
nations cornered it on the decision 
of President Donald Trump to rec-
ognise Jerusalem as Israel’s capital.

Even its closest allies and 
partners like Britain and France 
came out openly lambasting it for 
the decision.

US envoy to the UN, Nikki Ha-
ley, was the sole voice supporting 
Trump’s decision on Jerusalem 
during an emergency meeting 
held by the 15-membered power-
ful body of the UN this afternoon.

“We disagree with the US de-
cision to recognise Jerusalem as 
the capital of Israel, and to begin 
preparation to move the American 
embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem.

“It is not in line with Securi-
ty Council resolutions and is un-
helpful in terms of prospects for 
peace in the region,” said Perma-
nent Representatives of Britain, 
France, Italy, Germany, and Swe-
den in a joint statement.

The status of Jerusalem, 
they said, must be determined 
through negotiations between Is-
raelis and Palestinians leading to 
a inal status agreement.

It is a constant position of EU 
members that, within this frame-
work, Jerusalem should ultimate-
ly be the capital of both Israeli 
and Palestinian states. Until then, 

we recognise no sovereignty over 
Jerusalem, the ive members of 
the UN Security Council said.

Britain and France are the per-
manent members of the Security 
Council. The emergency meeting 
was presided over by the Ambas-
sador of Japan, which holds the ro-
tating presidency of the Security 
Council for December.

Strongly defending Trump’s 
decision, Haley told the UN Secu-
rity Council that the US took the 
step in “full knowledge that it will 
raise questions and concerns”.

“Our actions are intended to 
help advance the cause of peace. 
We must recognise that peace is 
advanced, not set back, when all 
parties are honest with each other. 
Our actions re lected an honest as-
sessment of reality,” she said.

“The US recognises the obvi-
ous that Jerusalem is the capital 
of Israel. Trump has instructed 
the State Department to begin the 
process of relocating the US Em-
bassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. 
That is what the President has 
done,” Haley said.

She said the US has not taken 
a position on borders, and the 
sovereignty issue should be de-
cided by Israelis and Palestinians 
through negotiations.

“And this is what he has not 
done: The United States has not 
taken a position on boundaries or 
borders. The speci ic dimensions 
of sovereignty over Jerusalem are 

still to be decided by the Israelis 
and the Palestinians in negotia-
tions, the US envoy said.

“The US has not advocated 
changing any of the arrangements 
at the Temple Mount/Haram 
al-Sharif. The President speci ical-
ly called for maintaining the status 
quo at the holy sites,” she added.

But her argument could not 
convince the rest of the 14 mem-
bers of the Security Council, mak-
ing it one of the rarest of the rare 
occasion when the United States 
stood isolated in the world body.

British Ambassador to the 
UN, Matthew Rycroft said the 
status of Jerusalem is clear and 
long-standing -- it should be de-
termined through a negotiated 
settlement between the Israelis 
and the Palestinians, and Jeru-
salem should ultimately be the 
shared capital of the Israeli and 
Palestinian states.

In line with Security Council 
Resolutions, Britain regards East 
Jerusalem as part of the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories, he said.

“We therefore disagree with 
the US decision to move its em-
bassy to Jerusalem and unilater-
ally recognise Jerusalem as the 
capital of Israel before a inal sta-
tus agreement,” Rucroft said.

He said decisions like these 
are “unhelpful” to the prospects 
for peace in the region which is 
an aim that all of us in this Coun-
cil remain committed to.

The British Embassy to Israel 
is based in Tel Aviv and we have 
no plans to move it, Rycroft said.

In his remarks Dr Riyad Man-
sour, Permanent Observer of the 
State of Palestine to the United 
Nations, said the “extremely re-
grettable” announcement, on 6 
December, by Trump, in direct 
contravention of Security Council 
resolutions and the longstanding 
international consensus on Jeru-
salem, has heightened tensions 
and risks complete destabilisa-
tion of this volatile situation, with 
far-reaching consequences.

The Security Council, he said, 
must reaf irm its clear position 
on the status of Jerusalem and af-
irm its rejection of all violations 

of that status by “whomever and 
whenever”.

“The Council must act to re-
store the Palestinian people’s 
belief in international law as the 
most viable path the realisation 
of our rights and freedom, to re-
store our belief that peace is pos-
sible, and to ensure that not an-
other generation will suffer this 
grave injustice,” the Palestinian 
Ambassador said.

Israel’s Ambassador to the 
UN, Danny Danon, in his address, 
thanked Trump, Vice President 
Mike Pence and Haley, saying that 
“we are grateful to the United 
States for its courageous decision”.

Israel and Palestine are not 
members of the Security Council.

US cornered on Jerusalem move in UN

Colombo, Dec 9 (PTI): Sri Lanka 
today formally handed over the 
strategic southern port of Ham-
bantota to China on a 99- year 
lease, in a deal dubbed by the 
opposition as a sell-out.

Two Chinese irms - Ham-
bantota International Port 
Group (HIPG) and Hambanto-
ta International Port Services 
(HIPS) managed by the China 
Merchants Port Holdings Com-
pany (CMPort) and the Sri Lan-
ka Ports Authority will own the 
port and the investment zone 
around it, of icials said.

Prime Minister Ranil Wick-
remesinghe during a visit to Chi-

na in April had agreed to swap 
equity in Chinese infrastructure 
projects launched by former 
president Mahinda Rajapaksa in 
his home district.

Sri Lanka owed China USD 
8 billion then inance minister 
Ravi Karunanayake had said last 
year.

“With this agreement we 
have started to pay back the 
loans. Hambantota will be con-
verted to a major port in the 
Indian Ocean,” Wickremesinghe 
said while addressing the hand-
ing over ceremony held in par-
liament.

“There will be an economic 

zone and industrialisation in the 
area which will lead to economic 
development and promote tour-
ism,” the prime minister said.

The government’s grant of 
large tax concessions to Chinese 
irms have also been questioned 

by the opposition.
The opposition and trade 

unions have dubbed the deal as 
a sell out of the country’s na-
tional assets to China.

The Sri Lankan government 
had signed a USD 1.1 billion deal 
in July to sell a 70 per cent stake 
in the Hambantota port to China.

Sri Lanka received USD 300 
million as the initial payment 

under the 99-year lease agree-
ment which the opposition had 
described as a sell out.

The port, overlooking the In-
dian Ocean, is expected to play a 
key role in China’s Belt and Road 
initiative, which will link ports 
and roads between China and 
Europe.

In order to allay India’s secu-
rity concerns over the Chinese 
navy’s presence in Sri Lanka, 
Wickremesinghe had earlier 
ruled out the possibility of the 
strategic port being used as a 
“military base” by any foreign 
country.

Sri Lanka formally hands over 
Hambantota port to China
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PERFECT PAIR! Pop Stars Ed Sheeran and Camila Ca-
bello share a moment backstage at Z100’s Jingle Ball 
in New York City.
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ARIES: A night of troubled sleep 
and strange dreams might have 
you feeling listless and lacking in 
motivation. Pull yourself togeth-
er. Opportunities may come your 
way that you’ll want to take ad-
vantage of. You’ll come up with 
some interesting new ideas. Your 
energy level could go up and 
down, however. Eat properly and 
stay focused in order to make the 
most of the planetary energies.  
TAURUS: Mood swings and 
irritating little distractions could 
have you temporarily at odds 
with a partner. You may perceive 
insults where none are intended. 
Communication is strained. It’s 
best to get out by yourself for a 
while and do something enter-

taining. That way you chase all 
the negative energy away. You 
can be your old charming self 
when you see your partner again.  
GEMINI: Inspiration could hit 
you today like a bolt from the 
blue. Your imagination, inno-
vation, and ingenuity are high. 
Whatever you devise or discov-
er should attract a lot of positive 
attention. Your nerves could be a 
bit stressed, so try to remain calm 
and not get too fl ustered if you hit 
a few roadblocks here and there.  
CANCER: Help with a creative 
project - either working on the 
project or promoting it in some 
way - could come from an un-
expected quarter, increasing your 
inspiration. This is an excellent 

time to present anything you’ve 
done to the public or to those who 
matter. You’re feeling especially 
innovative, and you should make 
the most of it. You might be sur-
prised by what you accomplish. 
LEO: Today you might host some 
kind of group activity or meeting 
in your home. A number of inter-
esting people could attend. Some 
may have a lot of good ideas to 
share. This is a good day to work 
toward fi nancial gain either for 
you or for a cause that means a lot 
to you. If fundraising is an issue, 
you should come up with some 
great plans.  
VIRGO: An intense phone call, 
perhaps some kind of cry for 
help, could come today from a 

relative or close friend. You’re 
more strongly equipped than 
usual to help someone in need, 
but try to stay objective. The 
person may be exaggerating the 
situation or confused about its 
true nature. In fact, all commu-
nications could be confusing. It 
may be diffi  cult to separate fears 
from reality.  
LIBRA: Experiments with com-
puters or other technology could 
reveal a hidden talent you didn’t 
know you had. You could de-
cide to work at developing this 
skill as it could open doors that 
increase your income. Friends 
could help you either with this 
or other matters. By day’s end 
you’ll feel more focused than 

you were earlier.  
SCORPIO: Your mind is going 
a thousand miles an hour. Dif-
ferent ideas, interests, goals, and 
projects could dart through your 
mind all day. Write them down! 
Go through the list to see which 
ideas are workable, which are 
immediate, and which can wait 
for later. Take a long walk be-
fore bed or you might not be 
able to sleep.  
SAGITTARIUS: Occultism, 
alchemy, or astrology could 
grab your interest today. You 
might attend a lecture or work-
shop on the subject, or you could 
sign up for a class. Your mind is 
sharp, so whatever you decide 
to study you’ll learn faster and 

retain more. Reading and exper-
imentation could teach you a lot 
now. Other possibilities include 
meditation, ritual, or past-life 
regression.  
CAPRICORN: Friends in-
volved in the arts and sciences 
may want to get together today, 
perhaps to brainstorm a few 
ideas. You should be feeling in-
novative. Perhaps you have a lot 
to contribute. Group activities 
should prove satisfying, particu-
larly those involving humanitar-
ian pursuits. This promises to be 
a busy, stimulating day. Don’t 
try to do too much and burn 
yourself out.  
AQUARIUS: This is a good 
day to keep a low profi le. Any 

attention that comes your way 
today is suspect. Don’t trust the 
motives of anyone who asks too 
many questions or who seems 
too interested in anything you’re 
doing. This isn’t a good day to 
start new projects or move for-
ward with any new acquaintanc-
es. Lose yourself in the pursuit of 
your own interests.  
PISCES: Today you might have 
lots of plans for the future. Ideas 
could come thick and fast. You 
might fi nd it diffi  cult to decide 
which ones are most workable. 
You should be especially in-
spired, innovative, and enthusi-
astic. This is a good day to make 
plans and formulate ideas for 
creative projects.
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1948 - Universal Decla-
ration on Human Rights: 
The United Nations General 
Assembly meeting in Paris, 
France adopts the Universal 
Declaration on Human Rights 
which took nearly three years 
in prepare . Find More What 
happened in 1948
1981 - U.S.A. -- Start of Aids: A 
mysterious epidemic, consist-
ing of two separate diseases, 
a form of pneumonia and skin 
cancer, has been found in 180 
patients in 15 states since last 
July. It has claimed around 75 
lives so far in the US and up to 
92% of the victims are homo-
sexual men. The unknown con-
dition was eventually named 
as Aids (Acquired Immune De-
iciency Syndrome) virus not 

only restricted to homosexuals 
and 4,000 were infected in the 
space of two years. 
1901 - Sweden -- Nobel Priz-
es: The irst Nobel Prizes are 
awarded in Stockholm, Sweden, 
in the ields of physics, chem-
istry, medicine, literature, and 
peace. The Nobel Prizes are 
funded by a fund created after 
the death of Alfred Nobel the 
Swedish inventor of dynamite 
and other high explosives. In his 
will, Nobel directed that the bulk 
of his vast fortune be placed in a 
fund in which the interest would 
be “annually distributed in the 
form of prizes to those who, 
during the preceding year, shall 

have conferred the greatest ben-
e it on mankind.” 
2009 - Norway -- Obama re-
ceives Nobel Peace Prize: 
President Obama has said the 
U.S. must uphold moral stan-
dards when waging wars, as 
he accepted his Nobel Peace 
Prize. In his speech in Oslo, 
he defended the U.S. role in 
Afghanistan, arguing that the 
the use of force could bring 
lasting peace. He also said that 
his accomplishments were 
slight compared with other 
Laureates. Obama was given 
the prize in October for his ‘ex-
traordinary efforts to strength-
en international diplomacy 
and co-operation between 
peoples.’ Thursday’s ceremony 
in the Norwegian capital came 
days after he announced he 
was sending thirty thousand 
additional soldiers to the war 
in Afghanistan. 
2012 - Ghana -- Mahama Wins 
Presidential Election: The 
results of Ghana’s presidential 
election reported that incum-
bent John Mahama won with 
just over ifty percent of the 
votes, beating out opposition 
Nana Akufo-Addo. The election 
was declared free and fair. 
2013 - United States -- Juno 
Probe Images: NASA released 
a movie taken by the Juno satel-
lite as it makes its way towards 
Jupiter. The video showed the 
Earth and the Moon, with the 
Earth spinning and the Moon 
circling the Earth. The Juno 
Probe was launched in 2011 
and is expected to reach Jupi-
ter in 2016.

Instagram is ramping up its bat-
tle with Snapchat

Facebook’s photo sharing app 
on Tuesday added two new ca-

pabilities to its Stories feature, one 
a direct copy of a recent feature in 
Snap. With the new capabilities, 
Instagram users will be able to 
more easily keep and continue to 
display their older Stories.

One of the updates is a feature 
that will automatically archive us-
ers’ Stories after they expire. Previ-

ously, you could only use the archive 
feature to manually save photo and 
video posts, but not Stories.

You can access your Stories 
archive in the same way as your 
archived posts - by tapping on the 
clock icon in the upper-right hand 

corner of your pro ile page. On your 
archive page, you can switch be-
tween Stories and posts by tapping 
the arrow beside the word “Archive” 
at the top of the screen. The auto-
matic Stories archive is yet another 
Snapchat feature that Instagram has 
copied. Snap launched its own ver-
sion, called Memories, last year.

The other Instagram update is 
related to its new Stories archive. 
Users can now take Stories they’ve 
archived and add them to a high-
lights section at the top of their pro-
ile page. To add a pro ile highlight, 

you tap the circle on the top left of 
your pro ile page. The updates come 
just a week after Snap launched a 
redesign of Snapchat. Instagram has 
been competing hard with Snapchat 

in recent months, matching Snap 
nearly feature for feature.

It’s been particular successful 
with its Stories feature. In April, 
just months after launching the fea-
ture, Instagram Stories hit 200 mil-
lion active daily users, surpassing 
the 158 million active daily users 
Snap had overall at the time.

The ability to add Stories to High-
lights is likely to appeal to younger 
Instagram users, many of whom pay 
lots of attention to their digital perso-
nas and go to great lengths to develop 
their personal brands. Many younger 
users spend hours carefully curating 
the photos they have on their pro ile 
pages. The Highlighted stories fea-
ture will offer them another way to 
personalize their pages.

Chilly winter weather af-
fects more than just your 

wardrobe and heating bill. 
Your body also experiences 
changes in energy levels, me-
tabolism and even food prefer

No weather warrants un-
healthy eating habits like win-
ter. Just as you shouldn’t over-
do ice cream during the dog 
days of summer, you shouldn’t 
live on a steady diet of hot 
chocolate and warm cookies 
during winter. Winterizing 
your diet can be healthy — 
and tasty — if you add a few 
favorite cold-weather foods. 
Start with these.

ROOT VEGETABLES: Lo-
cal produce can be hard to 
ind when cold weather in-

hibits crop growth. But root 
vegetables like beets, carrots 
and turnips can withstand the 
cold, so local farmers can pro-
vide fresh produce — and you 
can reap the bene its. Roast 
carrots for a boost of beta-car-
otene, or boil turnips for vita-
mins C and A.

OATMEAL: Oatmeal is 
much more than just a conve-
nient breakfast food; it also 
provides nutrients that are es-
sential during winter. Oatmeal 

is high in zinc (important for 
proper immune function) and 
soluble iber (associated with 
heart health). Although instant 
oatmeal is more convenient, it 
is a bit more expensive. To eat 
healthy on a budget, go with 
old-fashioned oats.

SOUP: Soup is winter’s 
perfect food — as long as you 
hold the cream, salt and beef. 
Look for soup recipes that call 
for chicken broth, vegetable 
broth or water as the base and 
include a lot of vegetables. 
Pair your soup with a side 
of 100 percent whole grain 
crackers for a dose of grains.

SPICY TUNA ROLL: For a 
suprising alternative to typical 
comfort foods — often loaded 
with fat and sugar — try su-
shi. Choose rolls lined with 
tuna or salmon. Both are good 
sources of vitamin D. During 
the winter months, when you 
have limited exposure to the 
sun, food sources of the bone-
healthy vitamin become even 
more essential. Vitamin D de-
iciency is associated with im-

paired growth, weakening of 
the bones and even the risk of 
heart disease.

BROCCOLI AND CAULI-

TOP HEALTHY WINTER FOODS
FLOWER: Aside from getting the 
lu shot and washing your hands 

regularly, these cruciferous veg-
etables may be your top defense 
against winter sickness. Broccoli 
and cauli lower are both high in 
vitamin C, which is associated with 
enhanced immune function. If you 
can’t ind fresh versions, don’t fret 
— frozen broccoli and cauli lower 
are just as nutritious.

Instagram updates its stories feature, 
copying Snapchat. Again

ALIA BHATT MIGHT STEP INTO 
SRIDEVI’S SHOES FOR THE 

CHAALBAAZ REMAKE
Chaalbaaz could easily be in the list of classic comedies of the 

industry. Sridevi in double role is surely a treat for sore eyes. 
Her playful charm is one of a kind.

And now we hear that David Dhawan is all set to remake 
Chaalbaaz with 
none other than 
B o l l y w o o d ’ s 
sweetheart Alia 
Bhatt. She’s funny, 
she’s chirpy and 
she’s just right for 
the part. Alia re-
cently revealed to 
the media about 
wanting to work in 
Judwaa 3, “When I 
had gone to him, 
asking to be cast 
in the next install-
ment of Judwaa, 
David sir told me ‘I have a better role for you in comparison to 
Judwaa 3’. 

The next time I expressed the same to him, he said ‘Not in 
Judwaa 3, you have to work with me in the Chaalbaaz remake’.”

The statement in itself is exciting us for the ilm. When Sri-
devi was asked who would she like to see playing her character 
in the remake, she instantly replied, “The one actress who could 
it in that double role of mine is Alia.”

So when the director and the actor agree, we can sit back 
and hope for the ilm to happen soon. Fingers crossed.


