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CM Chamling receives PhD from SRM Uniy,
dedicates it to people of Sikkim

GANGTOK, 06 DEc [IPR]: A
Doctorate of Literature [Ho-
noris Causa] was awarded to
Chief Minister Pawan Cham-
ling at the 1st Convocation of
Shri Ramasamy Memorial Uni-
versity [SRM], Sikkim at Chin-
tan Bhawan in Gangtok today.

Governor Shriniwas Patil
presided over the convocation
programme along with the CM
as chief guest.

Mr Chamling, in his ad-
dress, congratulated the new
graduates and said that the
vision of higher education in
India is to realize the country’s
human resource potential to
its fullest with equity and in-
clusion. He further said that
this essentially means provid-
ing greater access to higher ed-
ucation for all sections, partic-
ularly the vulnerable sections
of the society.

Higher education in India
is passing through a phase of
unprecedented expansion,
marked by an explosion in the

volume of students, a substan-
tial expansion in the number
of institutions and a quantum
jump in the level of public

funding, he added.

Shri

“Education is the single
most important element in
converting our young popu-

Ramasamy Memorial Ur

lation into national assets. If

the younger generation of our
nation is empowered, it will
constitute a very strong and

productive workforce for the
coming years,” expressed Mr
Chamling.

He further informed that
the Human Resource Devel-
opment Department has come
out with several schemes un-
derscoring the importance of
inclusive education and the
budget outlay for higher edu-
cation has been increased.

Mr Chamling also reiterat-
ed the fact that Sikkim is at the
threshold of becoming fully
literate by 2018 and the edu-
cation related spending is also
the highest in the country with
expenditure of Rs 75,000 per
student in the State.

Congratulating the grad-
uating students for complet-
ing their studies from such a
reputed institution, he hoped
that they leave as empowered
citizens with the realization
that each and every one of
them are powerful enough to
create change and empower

turn to pg02

Delhi govt
issues SOP to
combat air

pollution

NEw DELHI, DEC 6 (PTI):
The Delhi government
has issued the standard
operating procedure
(SOP) to all the authori-
ties concerned, including
the DDA, PWD and civic
bodies, for taking imme-
diate measures to com-
bat air pollution in the
national capital.

The measures in-
clude sprinkling of water
by the PWD, MCDs, DDA,
NDMC (New Delhi Mu-
nicipal Council) on the
city’s roads and action
against the polluting ve-
hicles by the transport
department.

Delhi’s Air Quality In-
dex (AQI) was recorded
as “poor” today. The en-
vironment department
has asked the Delhi Pol-
lution Control Commit-
tee (DPCC), industry de-
partment, sub-divisional
magistrates (SDMs) and
assistant commissioners
of police (ACPs) to en-
sure that the ban on die-
sel generator sets (with
the exceptions as defined

N

NAMCHI GOVT. GIRLS' SR. SECONDARY SCHOOL
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Namchi Girls Sr Sec School fest
‘Spectrum-2017’ wraps up

SUMMIT REPORT
NAMCHI, 06 DEC:

amchi Girls Senior Second-
ary School wrapped up its

four-day fest, “Spectrum-2017",

held on the theme ‘Celebrating
Colors of Life’ yesterday.

The school fest had kicked
off from 02 Dec with seven
senior secondary schools

of  Namchi
in various
competitions.
One of the members from
the organizing committee, Sa-

participating
activities and

ran Pradhan said that the main
aim of the fest was to bring out
hidden talents and give them
a platform to showcase their
abilities.

PIL seeks extension
of amended Maternity
Benefit Act to govt and

private sectors
in Sikkim

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 04 DEC:
Public Interest Liti-
gation in the Sikkim
High Court is seeking
court directions for im-
plementation of the Ma-
ternity Benefit (Amend-
ment) Act, 2017 in the
state of Sikkim and direc-
tions to amend the Sik-
kim Government Service
(leave) Rules 1982 in
light of the said Act.
Zangpo Sherpa, a
practicing advocate, has
approached the High
Court seeking the exten-
sion of the new materni-
ty benefit rules not only
in government sector,
but also in private sector

units employing more
than 50 people.

The State govern-
ment, through Social
Welfare, Women’s Em-
powerment & Family

Welfare Department, has
conveyed that necessary
steps are being taken
with regard to the imple-
mentation of the Materni-
ty Benefit (Amendment)
Act, 2017 to Sikkim.
However, in the writ
petition, the petitioner
has further contended

that there are many pri-
vate establishments in
the State which have not
implemented the Ma-
ternity Benefit Act due
to non-enforcement the
said Act in the State.

As per the Mater-
nity Benefit Act, where
there are 50 or more em-
ployees engaged, there
should be a provision of
creche facility.

The Maternity Benefit
Act, first passed in 1961,
protects the right to
employment of women
during the time of their
maternity and entitles
them maternity benefits.

To be eligible for ma-
ternity benefits, a wom-
an must have been work-
ing in an establishment
for at least 80 days in the
past 12 months.

The amendments to
the Maternity Benefit
Act, which were enforced
from 01 April earlier
this year, provide for 26
weeks of paid materni-
ty leave and mandatory
creche facility, introduc-
tions which were seen
as path-breaking even as
the feasibility remains to
be established.

Organic Vegetable
Van launched in
West Sikkim

GYALSHING, 06 DEC
[IPR]: A mobile organic
vegetable van was offi-
cially inaugurated by the
Chairperson of Geyzing
Municipal Corporation,
IK Neopaney at Gyaba,
West Sikkim today.

The inauguration cer-

emony was also attended
by Joint Director [Agri-
culture], RP Thapa, field
functionaries of Horti-
culture Department and
local residents.

Joint Director, Mr
Thapa in his address
turn to pg03

by the DPCC for essential
services) was enforced in
their respective areas.

All India Senior Rankmg Badminton Championship Kicks off at Majitar

“All municipal commis-
sioners, DDA vice-chair- REBYNA RANA ister Pawan Chamling slated to be  pressed to visit the State in future.
man, NDMC chairman, GANGTOK, 06 DEC: present as the chief guest. Addressing the opening ses-
divisional commissioners, 1l India Senior Ranking Bad- International players like Prat-  sion of the championship, Sports
member secretary (DPCC) minton Championship 2017 ul Joshi, Anura Prabhu Desai and & Youth Affairs Minister, RB Sub-

will send all the staff to
take stock of garbage
burning throughout the
city,” the department said
in a written communica-
tion to all the authorities
concerned.

Besides, the environ-
ment department has
asked the special com-
missioner (traffic) and
commissioner (trans-
port) to intensify the
drive against the pollut-

turn to pg02

was officially kicked off today here
at Marena Sports Complex, Sikkim
Manipal Institute of Technology at
Majitar, East Sikkim.

Organized by the Badminton
Association of Sikkim [BAS] under
the aegis of Badminton Associa-
tion of India [BAI], this is the first
time that Sikkim is hosting the
championship.

452 national players from 27
States of the country are compet-
ing in the event. The grand finale of
the championship is scheduled to
be held on 09 Dec with Chief Min-

Riya Mukherjee are scheduled to
compete in the championship.

Earlier it was rumored that
ace shuttlers PV Sindhu and Saina
Nehwal were also participating in
the event, but the organizers have
since clarified that they could not
participate due to some circum-
stances.

Today, badminton duo Riya
Mukherjee and Anura Prabhu
Desai expressed their gratitude
towards the generosity of the
management. They also praised
the beauty of Sikkim and have ex-

ba, congratulated the BAS and BAI
for conducting the national level
championship in Sikkim.

“We hope that the event will
motivate youngsters to take up
badminton and make our nation
proud,” Mr Subba said.

Mr Subba also asked the par-
ticipating players to take back the
message of peace, tranquility and
organic mission to their respective
States from Sikkim.

BAS president, C Zangpo also
addressed the participants and ad-
vised them to play well.
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SikkimSCAN

On World Soil
Day at Gor, KVK

distributes lime

MANGAN, 06 DEec: To
commemorate World
Soil Day, Krishi Vigyan
Kendra, Mangan, orga-
nized a celebration pro-
gramme at Gram Prasa-
san Kendra in Gor, under
Lum-Gor-Sangtok  GPU,
Lower Dzongu on 05 Dec.

The function was at-
tended by Zilla member,
Tshering Gyatso Lepcha,
as chief guest accompa-
nied by Panchayat pres-
ident, Phurmit Lepcha,
vice-president, Thendup
Lepcha, KVK-North pro-
gramme coordinator,
Tshering Bhutia, and oth-
er officials. During the
programme, KVK-Man-
gan distributed 10 kg of
lime [chuna] to the farm-
ers present and assured
help and support to them.

Zillamember, Mr Lep-
cha, in his address, ex-
tended gratitude to KVK-
North for inviting him for
the event and appealed
to the farmers to impart
the information received
during the programme to
those who were not pres-
ent for the event.

He also advised
them to take care of the
seedlings distributed
by KVK. He appreciated
and encouraged all the
progressive farmers to
collectively progress in
farming sector and in-
structed them to produce
seasonal vegetables.

BJP brings up grievances of Samardung
and Jholungay public

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 06 DEC:

haratiya Janta Par-

ty’s Sikkim unit sub-
mitted a memorandum
to the District Magis-
trate [South] at his of-
fice on 04 Dec on var-
ious public grievances
received by the party
from Samardung and
Jholungay villages under
Namthang-Rateypani
constituency in South
Sikkim.

A BJP press release

informs that during a
recent visit to the said
areas by the BJP-Sikkim
president, DB Chauhan,
residents of these two
villages had complained
about acute shortage of
drinking water in the
area.

The party alleged that
the State government has
managed to provide am-
ple supply of water to
private pharma compa-
nies but the locals were
grossly discriminated.

The release states
that BJP representatives
also apprised the DM
[South] about the pa-
thetic condition of roads
in Jholungay and oth-
er issues like the poor
condition of Jholungay
Primary School building
and the non-provision of
toilets in the school.

The release alleges
that a hydropower devel-
oper, LANCO, which has
been missing since last
many years pushed these

villages
condition.

The release informs
that the BJP memoran-
dum has asked Sikkim
Power Development Cor-
poration, a government
of Sikkim undertaking, to
take responsibility of the
damages faced by the lo-
calities as SPDC had me-
diated between LANCO
and the public.

The release alleges
that the fertile paddy
land which could have

in deplorable

been a model agricultur-
al field is now a mountain
of dumped mud hoarded
by the company.

In response to the BJP
delegation, the DM has
assured all assistance to
the plights which locals
are facing.

“Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party will see how
speedy the administra-
tion works. If justice is
delayed then the party
will take stringent ac-
tion,” the release adds.

press release informs.

I

ITBP CONDUCTS SWACHHATA AWARENESS PROG IN PEGONG

GANGTOK, 06 DEC: The 11th Battalion of Indo Tibetan Border Police organized an awareness generation
and community mobilization programme on ‘Swacchata Hi Seva’ at Pegong, North Sikkim on 05 Dec, a

ICAR-KVK East observes World Soil Day

GANGTOK, 06 DEC [PIB]:
Indian Council of Agri-
cultural Research-Krishi
Vigyan Kendra, Ranipool
observed World Soil Day
at ICAR-National Organic
Farming Research Insti-
tute, Tadong on 05 Dec.

152 farmers from
different villages of East
Sikkim, State Govern-
ment and Central Gov-
ernment officials attend-
ed the programme.

Senior Scientist and
Head [KVK-East], Dr Ra-
ghavendra Singh briefed
the history and relevance
of soil day.

Namcheybong  MLA,
BB Rai, who was the chief
guest of the programme
addressed the gather-
ing about soil health and
advised all the farmers
to maintain soil health.
He applauded the role of

ICAR KVK-East Sikkim and
ICAR-NOFRI in Sikkim for
their outstanding contri-
butions, better coopera-
tion and collaborative pro-
grams for the betterment
of the Sikkim farmers. He
also distributed Soil Health
Card to the farmers.

Senior Scientist [Hor-
ticulture], Dr Ashish Yadav
said that healthy soil is the
foundation of the food sys-

tem which improves soil
health and reduces input
costs for farmers.
Director (Agricul-
ture), Food Supplies &
Agricultural ~ Develop-
ment Department, S.L.
Dorjee addressed the
farmers and appreciated
the efforts of KVK, East
Sikkim and ICAR- NOFRI
for their cooperation. She
also briefed about the ac-

tivities being implement-
ed at farmer’s level in dif-
ferent areas of the State
by the government.

In the interaction
session between farmers
and scientists Dr Raghav-
endra Singh highlighted
the importance of tak-
ing buckwheat in maize
based system particularly
for improving the avail-
ability of phosphorus to

next crop in system.

Other KVK officials
emphasized on the mea-
sures to restore and re-
building of soils which
have been under culti-
vation for long time by
leaching, runoff and ero-
sion. They also suggested
about the reduction of
negative impact by hu-
man interventions and
more effective capture
of the benefits of soil bi-
ological activity for sus-
tainable and productive
agriculture. Dr R. Islam
discussed the role of ani-
mal manure in better soil
health management.

The programme was
attended by KVK offi-
cials, representatives
from State FS&AD de-
partment and other agri-
cultural organizations of
the district.

KVK-South strengthens oilseed production through cluster approach

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 06 DEC:
Krishi Vigyan Kendra-
South Sikkim organized
training-cum-input
distribution programme
on Rabi oilseeds at Upper
Bokrong in South Sikkim
today in the presence
of Panchayat president,
Chedup Tamang, a press
release informs.

Subject Matter Spe-
cialist-Extension, Mee-
na Pradhan, briefed
the farmers on cluster
frontline demonstration
on Rabi oilseeds and in-
formed that 20 hectares
of land will be covered
under this programme
in South district with
5 hectares of land in
Bokrong village.

Likewise, Sub-
ject Matter Specialist
(Agronomy), Dr Na-

tion Chamling, detailed
the farmers about im-
proved package and
practices of mustard
under organic condi-
tion. He urged the farm-
ers to undertake seed
production and become
self reliant in organic

seed.

Subject Matter Spe-
cialist (Soil), Wilson Rai,
informed about the need
of soil testing before cul-
tivation of crop and sup-
ply of nutrient require-
ment on the basis of soil
heath card.

Mustard seed [var
NRCHB-101] were
also distributed to the

farmers  during the

programme.

Panchayat president,
Mr Tamang, extended
gratitude to KVK-South
Sikkim for reaching out
to Bokrong farmers.

GAC demands
audited
report and
details of SBS

depositors

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 06 DEC:
Gorkha Apex Committee
[GAC] has alleged that
the failure of the State
Government in maintain-
ing audited reports and
the identity of depositors
of the State Bank of Sik-
kim [SBS] has tarnished
the image of Sikkim glob-
ally and has imperiled
the special status of the
Article 317F.

The committee has
demanded that the State
government immediately
provide audited reports
for the last five years and
disclose the identity of
depositors of SBS. It has
also demanded to ensure
Deposit Insurance and
Credit Guarantee to its
depositors at the earliest.

GAC was referring to
the recent reports pub-
lished in the National
Herald on a petition filed
by one Ashok Kumar Jain
before the Bombay High
Court which has been
accepted by the Court
which served notices to
SBS and Reserve Bank of
India. The petitioner is
demanding that SBS be
brought under the pur-
view of the RBI, some-
thing that the bank is
not required to abide by
since it was established
before the Merger.

Addressing a press
conference here today,
GAC chief convener, Pas-
sang Sherpa, stated that
this was a serious matter
as the petition has chal-
lenged the very existence
of SBS.

Mr Sherpa stated that
although being an auton-
omous body under the
State government and not
regulated by RBI, the func-
tioning of SBS was never

turn to pg03

FATAL CAR MISHAP NEAR
BUTTERFLY FALLS

MANGAN, 06 DEC: In a fatal road mishap last night, a
youth was killed on the spot when a Maruti Omni Van
bearing registration number SK01PB4617 plunged
approximately 500 ft down the road near Butterfly
Falls at Tintek Chuba in East Sikkim. The deceased,
identified as Tek Nath Niroula of Upper Samdong,
East Sikkim, was the lone occupant in the ill-fated car
and was reportedly moving from Samdong towards

Gangtok.

Sri Ram LIC to

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 06 DEC:
Acustomer meet-cum-

employee felicitation
programme of Sri Ram
Life Insurance Company
was organized at Rang-
po Samaj Ghar in East
Sikkim today with Coun-
cilor, Rangpo Nagar Pan-
chayat, Savitri Pradhan,
as chief guest, a press re-
lease informs.

The daylong meeting
was conducted by Se-
nior Branch Manager, Sri
Ram LIC, Sikkim, Manash
Ghosh, and had Area
Manager, Kolkata region,
Mihir Maity, highlighting
the company’s activities.

Regional =~ Manager,
South Bengal & Sikkim,
Dipankar Kundu, in his

open office in
Rangpo and Singtam soon

address, stressed on the
business policies of Sik-
kim and mentioned that
Sri Ram LIC office was
started in Sikkim in the
year 2016.

“Within a year, our
company has recruited
more than 200 agents
with 100-plus customers
and generated business
of Rs 60 lakh. We are
aiming at reaching busi-
ness of upto Rs 1 crore in
Sikkim by March 2018,
he said.

He further informed
that Sri Ram LIC will
soon be opening its office
in Rangpo and Singtam.

The chief guest, in
her address, stressed the
importance of insurance
policies.

Delhi govt issues SOP to
combat air pollution..

contd from pg01
ing vehicles in the na-
tional capital.

All  the municipal
commissioners, principal
secretary (PWD), Delhi

Fire Services (DFS) and
DDA have been asked to
send tankers to sprinkle
water on the roads.Delhi
govt issues SOP to com-
bat air pollution

CM receives PhD from SRM Univ, dedicates it to...

contd from pg01
others in society.

“I extend my sincere thanks
to respected Dr TR Paarivendhar,
Founder Chancellor of SRM Univer-
sity, who has worked hard against
all odds and difficulties nurturing
the University and bringing it to

where it is today.

I also thank respected Dr
Sathyanarayanan, President-SRM
University, respected Dr TP Gane-
san, Chancellor-SRM University,
Dr N Sethuraman, Vice Chancel-
lor-SRM  University, Sikkim, the
Board of Management and Your

trusted me with the responsibil-
ity to lead the State as their Chief
Minister and I extend my deepest
gratitude for this and dedicate this
honor to the people of Sikkim,” said
Mr Chamling while concluding his
acceptance speech and urging all to
work collectively towards building
an empowered Sikkim.

Governor Patil, while address-
ing the students, extended best
wishes and expressed hope that
they will take the learnings from
the institution and apply it to their
daily life and society.

“This journey should not end

forth with a welcome note by
president of SRM University, Dr
P Sathyanarayanan, followed by
the special address by Founder
Chancellor, Dr TR Paarivendhar.
In his report, he touched upon the
infrastructure developments in
the campus and talked about the
achievements and future dream of
the University.

The event progressed with the
pledge taking ceremony wherein
the students repeated the oath in
unison after the Chancellor and
the conferment of the degrees/
awards/ranks to the students by

Excellency Respected Shri Srin-
iwas Patil Sahab for conferring
upon me the Post Doctoral degree
Doctor in Literature, an honour for
which I am deeply grateful.

This honour also extends to
the people of Sikkim who have en-

by acquiring a degree. Move for-
ward to achieve big things in life.
Today students are not only taking
knowledge but a series of addi-
tional skills which the institution
has provided,” he added.

Earlier, the convocation set

the Governor.

The function also had the pres-
ence of Minister for Health, Chief
Secretary, Additional Chief Secretary,
Secretaries, senior officials from var-
ious government departments and
students of the University.
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Gangtok on
Thursday,

07 Dec
Temp: 21°C /09°C
Forecast: Periods
of clouds and sun.
Sunrise: 06:12 AM
Sunset: 4:41 PM

Governor
greets
Sikkim on
Barahimizong
SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 06 DEC:
overnor  Shriniwas
Patil and the First
Lady, Rajanidevi Patil,
have extended warm

greetings to the people of
Sikkim on the occasion of
Barahimizong.

In a press commu-
niqué received from Raj
Bhavan, the Governor
has said “The festival of
Barahimizong associated
with our Mangar breth-
ren signifies our faith in
almighty as the bestower
and protector of man-
kind. It is yet another
reflection of our affinity
towards Mother Nature
and how our way of liv-
ing in harmony with na-
ture has evolved over the
centuries.”

“May the Almighty
bless all Sikkimese with
eternal prosperity with
bountiful harvest year
after year. May the divin-
ity that remains at the
core of Sikkimese ethos
and values permeate all
sentient being,” further
reads the message from
Governor.

Barahimizong
greetings
from the CM

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 06 DEC

hief Minister Pawan

Chamling and Mrs
Tika Maya Chamling have
extended warm greet-
ings and best wishes to
the people of Sikkim,
particularly the Mangar
community, on the oc-
casion of Barahimizong
festival.

Barahimizong is cele-
brated every year on the
fifth day of Mangar Purn-
ima, which usually falls in
the month of December.
On this day, people from
the Mangar community
dress up in their tradi-
tional attire and pay rev-
erence to their ancestors
and kuldevtas by per-
forming various religious
rituals and rites normally
on their ancestral lands.

In his message, the
CM has said, “I pray and
wish that the festival
showers prosperity and
brings out the goodness
in each and every one,
strengthening the bond
of love and family.

Festivals such as Bar-
ahimizong also showcase
our unique customs and
tradition and we should
all work towards promo-
tion of this rich cultural
ethos that Sikkim and the
Sikkimese people are en-
dowed with.”

Union Health Minister applauds Sikkim’s immunization
coverage and health scenario

GANGTOK, 06 DEC [IPR]: Min-
ister for Health Care, Human
Services & Family Welfare
Department, Arjun Kumar
Ghatani, attended a video
conference with Union Health
Minister, JP Nadda, today.

The video conference was
organised on implementa-
tion of Intensified Mission In-
dradhanush [IMI] in various
States of India.

Mr Ghatani chaired the
panel from Sikkim accom-
panied by the Commission-
er-cum-Secretary, Vishal Chau-
han, Mission Director, National
Health Mission, Dr Bimal K Rai,
and State Immunization Offi-
cer, Dr Phumzey Denzongpa.

Union Ministe, Mr Nadda,

are being covered under IMI.

He said that the mission

has been successfully imple-
mented in the State of Sikkim
since 08 Oct 2017 along with

Family Health Survey [NFHS],
Sikkim has achieved 83%
coverage and according to the
survey conducted by the State
government, our State has al-

retary and meetings are being
conducted on a regular basis.
“State task force and dis-
trict task force have been
formed which are also con-

nario in the entire State of Sik-
kim is performing immensely
under the visionary leadership
and guidance of Chief Minister
Pawan Chamling’ the Health
Minister stated.

Following the directions

conference with the district
task force to address the con-
straints and challenges in jour-
ney of immunization coverage.

It may be mentioned here,
the 1stround of IMI began from
08-14 Oct, 2nd round from 07-

was impressed with the perfor-

mances shown by Sikkim

applauded its endeavor to im-
prove immunization coverage
and health scenario in the State.

Mr Ghatani responded to
the queries put forth before
Sikkim by the Union Minister

on various components

and

that

the inauguration of the IMI
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi at Vadnagar in Gujarat.
Replying in the context of
target set up by Government of
India to achieve 90% of immu-
nization coverage by 2018, Mr
Ghatani said, “As per National

ready secured more than 90%
of immunization coverage.”
Assuring to work tirelessly
in achieving 100% coverage at
the earliest, he informed that the
State Steering Committee has
been formed under the chair-
manship of the State Chief Sec-

ducting meetings as per the
guidelines. Activities related
to Information, Education and
Communication [IEC] are being
organized properly to mobilize,
sensitize and aware public on
the core subject of IMI in tar-
geted population. Health sce-

ment of

given by the Union Minister
today, Mr Ghatani instructed
the concerned officials to in-
volve civil societies, non-gov-
ernmental organizations and
social activists in accomplish-

he suggested holding a video

the mission. Further,

15 Nov and the third round is
scheduled to start from 08-15
Dec. The 4th round will be held
from 08-15 Jan 2018 in East
[urban], East [rural] and West
districts of Sikkim which are
amongst the selected 118 dis-
tricts in the country.

Third round of im

GANGTOK, 06 DEC [IPR]:
The second meeting of
the State Steering Com-
mittee for Intensive Mis-
sion Indradhanush [IMI]
for Immunization was
held under the chair-
manship of State Chief
Secretary, AK Shrivastava
at Manan Kendra Secre-
tariat in Gangtok today.

After a brief ad-
dress by Commission-
er-cum-Secretary, Health
Department, Vishal
Chauhan, a technical
presentation on the roll
out of IMI in the State
was made by State Im-
munization Officer, Dr
Phumzay Denzongpa.
She highlighted the prog-
ress made so far, shared
the observations and
presented the IMI cov-
erage for the months of
October and November
2017.

She informed that the

und

munization

er IMI begins Friday
| g e ]
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campaign is being imple-
mented in two districts
of Sikkim viz East and
West, and two round of
immunization have been
completed. The third
round will begin from
08-15 Dec, she added.
The meeting had the
participation of officers
from all concerned line
departments along with

representatives from
WHO. The meeting took
detailed stock of the
progress made so far
after the mission was
launched in the month of
Oct this year.

Chief Secretary, Mr
Shrivastava, lauded the
efforts of the Health De-
partment in successfully
spearheading the cam-

paign so far. He stressed
on the involvement of
District Collectors, Pan-
chayats and all the line
departments in making
the campaign a collective
success.

The Commission-
er-cum-Secretary of
Health Department

urged the line depart-
ments to continue to

lend their support to the
mission. He underlined
the importance of con-
vergence of all line de-
partments to achieve the
stipulated immunization
coverage.

The meeting conclud-
ed with vote of thanks
addressed by Direc-
tor-Health Services, Dr
Uttam Pradhan.

PMAY houses inaugurated
in Poklok Nandugaon BAC

JORETHANG, 06 DEC [IPR]: ADC (Development), Benu
Gurung, today inaugurated two houses constructed
under PMAY. The homes were handed over to benefi-
ciaries Sarda Sanyashi of Tinik Ward, Tinik Chisopani
GPU and Bishal Rai, Samseybong Ward, Poklok Den-
chung GPU under BAC Poklok Nandugaon.

Also, present during the inauguration were Prem
Kr. Rai, BDO Poklok Nandugaon, DPO Namchi, Assis-
tant Engineer, Junior Engineers, BAC staff and Gram

Panchayats.

Additionally, a CMRHM house of Hemanta Rai of
Samseybong Ward, Poklok Denchung GPU was also
inaugurated. MGNREGA assets were also inspected
today. Today’s inauguration was the first of its kind
under BAC Poklok Nandugaon.
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GANGTOK, 06 DEC [IPR]:
Krishi Vigyan Kendra,
West Sikkim observed
World Soil Day with
an awareness and soil
health card distribution
programme on 05 Dec.
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thang], Sasikala Khatiwa-
da and Agricultural De-
velopment Officer [Food
Security & Agricultural
Development  Depart-
ment], Ganesh Kumar
Gurung as special guests.

KVK awareness prog on World Soil Day

soil health cards were dis-
tributed on the occasion.

A message from
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on World Soil Day
was shared by the KVK of-
ficials followed by a short

ot P

that ‘it is the only way to
maintain soil health and
grow healthy crops’.

An interaction ses-
sion between farmers
and scientists was held
afterwards where var-

GAC demands audited report and
details of SBS depositors

contd from pg02
questioned during its op-
eration for last 49 years.
“But owing to the
failure of the State gov-
ernment in providing the
audited balance sheet of
SBS for the last 5 years,
the Comptroller and Au-

ditor General of India in
its report pointed out
that the bank remains
prone to political influ-
ence, poor credit man-
agement and corrup-
tion,” he argued.

He added that taking
cognizance of the CAG re-

port, the RBI for the first
time raised objections in
2015 about the regulato-
ry vacuum in which SBS
was allowed to function
but the matter was put
to rest after the interven-
tion of the Union Home
Minister.

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
SOCIAL JUSTICE EMPOWERMENT & WELFARE DEPARTMENT
LUMSEY, 5™ MILE, TADONG, EAST SIKKIM
No. 51/SJE&WD/2017-18

NOTICE

Based on their performance in the Viva Voce/ Interview held on
18/09/2017 and 19/09/2017, the following candidates are hereby selected in
the posts as given against their names under the Integrated Child Protection
Scheme, Social Justice, Empowerment and Welfare Department, Govern-
ment of Sikkim, namely:-

Dated: 04/12/2017

Municipal Chairman Senior Scientist [KVK video clip on mobile soil ious issues related to SL.No. | Name of the Post Name of the selected candidates
[West], LK Neopaney West], TN Bhutia gave a health application. soil health management 1. Counsellor Laxana Subedi
chaired the programme brief introduction on the Chief  Guest, 1K were discussed in detail. 2 Social Worker Amrit Sharma
with  Zilla Panchayat importance of World Soil Neopaney in his address 175 participants from 3 Social Worker Bandana Rai (D/o Shri Gokul Rai)
[Yangthang .Constitu- Day. Awarene.ss on sgil motivated the gathered the farr.n.ing conllmuni- 4. Social Worker Sanjok Rai
) Sahma Sabb. b cmdand s barls famers to mbrace ey paricpated In b || f5 ™ Toia Worker —[Ribena Ol
P v sl 8 g ving prog ) 6 Outreach Worker Anjel Subba

. . . . 7 Outreach Worker Tika Maya Limboo

Organic Vegetable Van launched in West SikKim... ||[e__[outreach Worker _|Rinzing Choden Bhutia

contd from pg01

spoke on the importance of or-
ganic vegetables and fruits for the
health and wellbeing of the people.

He informed that the mobile

organic vegetable outlet

liver fruits and vegetables every
Wednesday to cater to the needs of

the people.

He urged the youth to launch

similar outlets in the future by
forming farmer groups.

informed about
Horticulture Department’s plans
to start dehydrated and ready
to eat veggies in different sized

He further

will de-
packets.

He thanked the Chief Minis-
ter for empowering the farmers
through organic farming, fuelling

jobs and uplifting rural economy.
Mr. Neopaney in his speech
said that the mobile vegetable ve-
hicle is a step towards attaining
self sufficiency.
He said that West Sikkim has

the potential to be self-sufficient

and the capacity to deliver much
more in the future and export to
the neighboring States.

The candidates are directed to report to the Office of the Deputy Secre-
tary/ ICPS, within 15 days from the date of issue of this Notice. If they fail
to report within 15 days their selection shall be cancelled and the offer of
appointment in the panel list in order of merit.

BY ORDER.

DEPUTY SECRETARY, WCD
SOCIAL JUSTICE, EMPOWERMENT & WELFARE DEPARTMENT
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM.
R.O. No. 448/ipr/pub/classi./17-18 dt. 04.12.2017

Sd/-
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Too Many Suicides
And still too little concern

t was rather morbid Saturday last weekend; three

deaths due to suicide were reported from across
on that single day. Frequent visitors of Social Media
pages frequented by “locals” would have noticed the
persistent march of lost notices on such pages. Hope-
fully, most of these are cases of runaways, but many
undoubtedly also turn up as suicide victims.

A death affects everyone. The trauma travels
through family members, friends, colleagues/ class-
mates, neighbours... The loss is permanent, and hence
the grieving is long. When a death is by suicide, confu-
sion and guilt, even among those who knew the victim
only at a very casual level, are added to the already dif-
ficult emotion of grief. When the life lost is young, or
leaves young dependents behind, the situation grows
extremely complex and a nagging conscience begins
gnawing minds already grappling with shock and sor-
row and returning to thoughts of whether something
could have been done differently, whether the suicide
could have been prevented.. Sikkim has a serious
problem staring it in the face with the number of lives
it is losing to suicides.

The social challenge posed by suicides has been
flagged often for Sikkim, and although it is now uni-
versally accepted as a major problem, nothing is being
done to address it. Organisations which one would turn
to - the Government for a policy commitment to con-
front the problem, the healthcare sector for the profes-
sional intervention required and social and people’s or-
ganisations to provide the necessary involvement and
outreach- have remained unmoved. Unmoved might be
too strong a word to describe the response, the ennui
is perhaps because none of these organisations know
what to do. This is a worrying situation and the time is
now urgent for one of these groups to take a leadership
role in talking about the problem more forcefully and
with its proactive engagement, inspire others to join
forces and help save lives.

Suicides in Sikkim are not limited to any specific
age-group, the Saturday casualties ranged from 40 to
mid-sixties, but what is very specifically proven by
now is the recklessness with which lives are being al-
lowed to self-destruct.

Any attempt at curtailing suicides in Sikkim will
have to begin by reinforcing the support system those
at risk need. When it comes to the young, it will mean
by treating them with more respect and addressing,
with genuine concern, their requirements. The elders
will need support groups, timely detection of their sui-
cidal tendencies and effective interventions. Suicidal
tendencies don’t always require medical expertise to
detect. Depression and other mental disorders, feel-
ings of worthlessness, signs of abuse and other warn-
ing signs manifest rather clearly. What is missing is
the correct response. Family and friends, the first to
notice these signals, perhaps prefer to ignore them be-
cause it is a difficult situation to address and they find
themselves at a loss on how to respond. Maybe they
will seek help and counseling if they were made to un-
derstand how serious the problem is.

Although it is now widely accepted in Sikkim that
too many suicides are taking place, individual realisa-
tion of how people around them could also take that
route has not yet dawned. Suicides are still looked at
from a sanitised distance of “it could not happen us”.
Any attempt at generating wider awareness and in-
volvement on curtailing suicides has to begin by shar-
ing case studies of how apparently “normal” children
from “normal” families have also ended their lives. The
social support required to save lives will perhaps then
reinforce itself better.

It is also true that even people worried by warn-
ing signs they notice, don’t know how they can help.
That is where governmental and non-governmental
organisations can take a leading role. It is important
to bear in mind that awareness is required not only
to highlight suicides as a problem, but also in equip-
ping the first-responders - friends and family - to
panic signs, on what they can do and whom they can
approach for help. And one is still discussing the first
step of addressing suicides and generating awareness
for Sikkim here. The equally important phase of help-
ing friends and family of suicide victims deal with the
trauma and heal themselves is not even being consid-
ered in what little is being done here on the issue of
suicides. Although the pain, grief and associated guilt
may never go away, if left ignored, they could intensify
and put more lives at risk. The chances of suicides, do
after all, increase in cases which have a family histo-
ry or instances of people [friends and acquaintances]
having taken this drastic option. It is worrying that a
State which has lost as many lives to suicide as Sikkim
does not have an effective support group to counsel
and help heal friends and family of suicide victims.

Slave auctions in Libya are the latest evidence of a
reality for migrants the EU prefers to ignore

SIMON MCMAHON
theconversation.com

man called out numbers against

the murky darkness of the Liby-
an night: “400, 500, 600, 650.” These
were bids in Libyan dinars during a
slave auction. Video footage of these
scenes, aired in mid-November by
CNN, thrust concerns about the con-
ditions facing migrants at Europe’s
borders back into the spotlight.

In response, the EU called for
“swift action”, and the French presi-
dent, Emmanuel Macron, announced
a plan to launch “concrete military
action” against the perpetrators. The
Nigerian government also said it had
begun to bring home some of its citi-
zens stranded in Libya.

Efforts to enable people to escape
from situations of slavery, violence
and exploitation in Libya are certain-
ly welcome. But they will need to go
beyond the short-term perspective
that so often accompanies responses
to proclamations of crisis. And these
new efforts will reek of hypocrisy if
they do not also recognise the rela-
tionship between existing migration
control policies and the vulnerabili-
ty of migrants using routes into and
through Libya.

The story of young men sold as
slaves in Libya was the focus of de-
bates at the UN Security Council and
topped the agenda at a major sum-
mit of European and African lead-
ers. Slavery and other abuses are an
“abomination” that “can no longer be
ignored”, stated Filippo Grandi, the
UN’s high commissioner for refugees.

But stories of forced labour, ex-
ploitation and the buying and selling
of migrants are not particularly new. I
heard them myselfin 2015 when [ was
part of a research team which carried
out interviews with nearly 200 people
who had departed from Libya by boat,
towards Italy and Malta.

“I was arrested and imprisoned in
southern Libya ... I was sold to a slave
trader, along with other Eritreans,
Somalis and Nigerians. This person
took us to a farm, where we could not
leave except to go to work at a con-
struction site and return. We were al-
ways guarded by armed people.”

These words, from a young Malian
man, were mirrored by many others
who spoke of being held captive, put

The Libyan coastguard has received money from the EU to
stop migrant boats crossing the Mediterranean.

into forced work or bought and sold.
Some were set free once they had gath-
ered enough ransom money, wired
over to them by family and friends. Oth-
ers might be released when their la-
bour was no longer required or if they
managed, somehow, to escape. But it
was also not unusual to hear people
being beaten and even see others die at
the hands of their “owners”.

Our project has not been the only
one to report such findings. In 2016,
the International Organisation for Mi-
gration (IOM) found that 71% of mi-
grants who crossed the central Medi-
terranean route from North Africa to
Europe had experienced exploitation,
particularly kidnapping, forced labour,
carrying out work without being paid
and being kept at locations against
their will. In February 2017, a Sky doc-
umentary described Libya as “hell” for
migrants and a study of trafficking and
smuggling there referred to “the ex-
tortion economy and new slave trade”.

EUROPEAN COMPLICITY
Public figures are right to condemn
people being sold as slaves in Libya.
But their concern has an air of insin-
cerity when they have known about it
for years. The EU’s high representative
for foreign affairs, Federica Mogherini,
expressed her “total condemnation of
these despicable acts” but also stated
that “this is not something that began
one month ago. Everybody has known
about it for years”.

For officials to say now that vio-
lence, exploitation and slavery can
“no longer be ignored” belies the fact
that these issues were downplayed
and pushed aside as the EU pursued

collaboration with the Libyan author-
ities to control migration.

The primary objective of Euro-
pean approaches has instead been
to stem the flow of people departing
Libya by boat. Since the declaration
of a migrant crisis back in 2015, the
EU has given increasing amounts of
funding and training to the Libyan
coastguard and to detention centres
to keep migrants on Libyan soil.

In the summer of 2017, an em-
boldened Libyan coastguard then
made threats of violence to interna-
tional non-governmental organisa-
tions (NGOs) engaged in search and
rescue missions at sea. Soon after,
an armed militia west of Tripoli with
backing from the Libyan authorities
- who are themselves supported by
Italian and EU authorities - stepped
in to intercept boats and prevent peo-
ple leaving towards Italy.

These policies to stop boats ar-
riving on European shores have had
significant implications for the con-
ditions of migrants in Libya. Many of
the people we interviewed told us that
they saw boats to Europe as the only
way to flee. Now, once they are pushed
back to Libya, they are held in deten-
tion centres, many of which have been
criticised by international observers
as overcrowded, unsanitary places
where migrants are exploited.

Research reports point to “abun-
dant evidence” which shows that
“detention facilities in Libya are the
site of sustained criminal activity, as
recruitment grounds for smuggling
activity but also processing centres for
ransom extraction and slavery” An-

other report by the NGO Refugees In-
ternational noted how often “in Libya
the policeman is a smuggler, and the
smuggler is a policeman”. Despite this,
just a few months ago Macron claimed
that Libya could be an appropriate
place to process asylum requests.

The containment of migrants in
Libya is therefore likely to be rein-
forcing the very situation that Eu-
rope’s leaders appear to be so angry
about now. Médecins Sans Frontiéres
described it as “feeding the business
of suffering”.

MOVING BEYOND A CRISIS
European approaches to migration
across the Mediterranean have re-
peatedly been shaped by urgent at-
tempts to address sudden crises. But
the situation in Libya cannot easily
be addressed by such a short-term
response. People smuggling has been
a thriving economic sector for years.
The profits from smuggling, exploita-
tion and now slavery provide import-
ant funds for different groups around
the country. One report describes mi-
grants as “simply another commodity
to be exploited” by the various armed
groups vying to control parts of Liby-
an territory.

An important contribution to find-
ing a longer term solution could come
from a newly announced “transit and
departure facility” in Tripoli provid-
ing opportunities for people to escape
from Libya. They would be resettled
elsewhere, transferred to UNHCR fa-
cilities in other countries or returned
to their country of origin. But so far
there are only 10,500 places available
- far below the number of places re-
quired - and this is little more than the
nearly 9,000 returns already carried
out by the IOM in 2017.

After a decade of repeatedly de-
claring migrant crises and emergen-
cies at their borders, it is time the EU
tookabroader, longer-term approach.
This has to recognise the structural
relationship between policies of bor-
der control, dynamics of migration
and patterns of migrant vulnerability
and exploitation. Intensifying border
controls without addressing the rea-
sons why people move or providing
alternatives is likely to reinforce the
dangers that they face.

[the writer is Research Fel-
low, Coventry University]

Who are the Baha’is and why
are they so persecuted?

ZACKERY M. HEERN
theconversation.com

he Baha'is are among the most persecuted reli-

gious minorities in the world.

In Iran, where the religion was founded, univer-
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sities refuse to admit Baha'i students, Baha'i cem-
eteries have been destroyed and the country’s Su-
preme Leader Ayatollah Khamenei has confiscated
properties from Baha'i families. Baha'is have also
been discriminated against in Yemen and in Egypt.

At the same time, the Baha'i faith has spread
around the globe. There are more than 100,000
local Baha'i communities in places as diverse as
Chile, Cambodia and the United States.

On the 200th anniversary of the birth of Ba-
ha'u’llah, the founder of the Baha'i faith, the question
remains: What is the reason for their persecution?

BAHA'U'LLAH AND THE BABI MOVEMENT
Baha'u’llah, whose name means “Glory of God” in
Arabic, was born in Tehran in 1817. Baha'u'llah’s
father was a minister in Iran’s government, which
supported Shi'i Islam as the state religion. As a
member of Iran’s nobility, Baha'u’llah was offered
a government position. Instead, he joined a new
religious movement, started by a young Iranian,
known as the Bab.

The Babi movement called for revolutionary
social changes and championed women’s rights.
Quite controversially, the Bab claimed that his
teachings were a revelation from God and predict-
ed that a new prophetic figure, or manifestation of
God, would soon appear.

In 1850, the Bab was charged by Shi’i religious
officials with heresy and was put to death by firing
squad. Subsequent public protests and mob vio-
lence claimed the lives of thousands of his followers.

As part of its crackdown on the followers of
the Bab, the Iranian government incarcerated Ba-
ha’'u’llah. He was kept in an underground prison in
Tehran, which Baha'u’llah describes in his writings
as filthy, dark and “foul beyond comparison.”

The government released Baha'u’llah in 1853,
and exiled him to Baghdad, then part of the Otto-
man Empire. It was during this exile that he public-
ly announced the establishment of the Baha'i faith.
Indeed Baha'u’llah claimed to be the manifestation

Entrance to the Shrine of Baha'u’llah, burial place of the founder of the Bah&'i faith, near Acre, Israel.

of God that the Bab had foretold and gained a large
following.

Ottoman officials later moved Baha'u’llah to the
prison city of Akka in Palestine. He remained there
until his passing in 1892. Today, Baha'u’llah’s shrine,
now in Israel, is an important pilgrimage site.

BAHA'U’'LLAH’S TEACHINGS
Baha'u’llah’s writings form the foundation of the
Baha'i faith. Throughout his life, Bah’u’llah penned
over 100 volumes in Arabic and Persian. About a
dozen of these have been translated into English
and other languages.

His most well-known book is “The Hidden
Words,” which is composed of short poetic state-
ments that get to the heart of his spiritual and eth-
ical teachings.

A primary theme of Baha'u’llah’s teach-
ings is achieving world peace through the
establishment of unity, justice and equality.
Therefore, Baha'u’llah’s teachings specifical-
ly advocate for racial unity, gender equality,
universal education, and harmony of science
and religion.

Baha'is, for example, embrace interracial mar-
riage and education for girls. In fact, the first school
for girls in Iran was established by the Baha'is.

Baha'is were nonetheless subjected to persecu-
tion, as some Muslim clerics perceived their faith
to be a heresy. For most Muslims, the prophet Mu-
hammad was the last and final prophet.

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE BAHA'I FAITH
Despite the persecution, the Baha'i faith has at-
tracted millions of adherents around the globe for
its ability to transcend nationalism, racism and the
like.

Baha'u’llah’s followers disseminated his teach-
ings in the Middle East and beyond. His son and
successor, Abdu’l-Baha, traveled to Europe and the
United States to spread the faith.

Baha'u’llah encouraged Baha'is to cooperate
with their governments and engage with the fol-
lowers of all religions in a spirit of fellowship. Yet
Baha'is in Iran, who are the largest non-Muslim
religious community, continue to face persecution.
The majority of Baha'is, however, live in the global
south.

For many, the Baha'i faith is one of the most uni-
versal religions. Summed up in Baha'u’llah’s words:

“The Earth is but one country, and mankind its
citizens.”

[the writer is Assistant Professor of History
and Middle East Studies, Idaho State University]
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ORANGES, ANYONE?

GANGTOK, 05 DEC: “It is not easy to carry a load of suntalas in a doko and
take it to every corner of the town. This is my job though, and I have to earn a
livelihood through this,” says 50-year old, SP Subba, who hails from Yangang.
He brings oranges to sell in Gangtok straight from gis orchard in Yangang and
sells them at Rs 20 for six pieces. [Rebyna Rana]

North Bengal has seen investments worth
: Minister

Rs 2,34

SiLIGURI (WB), DEC 6
(PTI): North Bengal has
received investments
worth Rs 2,345 crore
in the past two years
through various CII ini-
tiatives, West Bengal
Finance Minister Amit
Mitra has said at the 5th
North Bengal Conclave.

The state government
has also received an Ex-
pression of Interest (Eol)
for new investments to
the tune of Rs 888 crore
at the Conclave, Mitra
told the industry mem-
bers in a video address
yesterday.

“During Agro Synergy
in May, it (investment)
was approximately 600
crore. If we combine the
2015 proposed invest-
ments and the new proj-
ects the figure comes to
a staggering Rs 2345.82
crore. This is just an in-
dicative figure,” Mitra

5crin2yrs
o

said.

Stressing that the re-
gion offers huge poten-
tial, Mitra assured the
investors of doing every-
thing to attract invest-
ments in North Bengal.
The minister also said
that West Bengal stands
at number one in the
country in e-taxation.

The CII organised the
5th North Bengal Con-
clave in association with
West Bengal Industrial
Development Corpora-
tion (WBIDC), Govern-
ment of West Bengal.

State Tourism Min-
ister Gautam Deb, who
made a strong case for
North Bengal as a formi-
dable educational hub,
spoke on the need to im-
prove connectivity in the
region through develop-
ment of Asian Highway 2
and 48.

“These highways will
connect North Bengal
with South East Asian
countries via Myanmar.
Improved  connectivity
with Bangladesh through
road, rail and air is also
imperative. A proposal

for promoting tea tour-
ism is being prepared at
present,” Deb said.

The tourism minister
also invited investors for
the Rs 2,200-crore Gazal-
doba tourism project,
spanning 208 acres.

Apart from resorts,
an ayurvedic spa, youth
hostel, hospitality train-
ing centre, bird watching
centre, golf course, boat-
ing, and jeep safaris have
been planned on the site.

He also spoke on the
need for exploring Bud-
dhist tourism circuits in
the region.

“Buddhist  tourism
circuits will draw people
from Nepal, Bhutan and
other South East Asian
countries,” Deb said.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, State’s North Ben-
gal Development Minis-
ter Rabindranath Ghose
stressed on the need for

stronger trade ties with
Bangladesh and bigger
investments in North
Bengal.

North Bengal Devel-
opment Secretary Barun
Ray said the budgetary
allocation for North Ben-
gal has increased by over
500 crore in the recent
times.

Earlier, Rajiv Lochan,
Chairman of CII North
Bengal Zonal Council,
had said North Bengal
was fast becoming an at-
tractive investment des-
tination.

“The place offers a
wide variety of options
both for big as well as
small investors of var-
ious sectors, including
manufacturing, tourism,
tea tourism, real estate,
healthcare, education,
agriculture and floricul-
ture, food processing and
IT, Lochan said.

PCI team meets Tripura CM

over scribes’ deaths

AGARTALA, DEC 6 (PTI): Chair-
man of the Press Council of India
(PCI), Justice C K Prasad and two
of its members today met Chief
Minister Manik Sarkar today
and discussed the killing of two
journalists in the state, official
sources said.

The PCI has earlier taken
suo motu cognizance of the kill-
ings of Sudip Dutta Bhomick,
a reporter of a local vernacu-
lar daily ‘Syandan Patrika’ and

Shantanu Bhowmick, a report-
er of a local TV news channel
‘Dinrat’.

The PCI chairman also visit-
ed Datta Bhowmick’s house and
talked to his family members
and also to different media bod-
ies including The Agartala Press
Club.

The PCI team arrived here
last night on a three-day trip
and would also meet Chief Sec-
retary Sanjib Ranjan and DGP A

K Shukla.

Shantanu Bhowmick was
hacked to death on September
20 at Mandai in West Tripura
district while covering a politi-
cal event of a party, Sudip Datta
Bhowmick was killed inside the
battalion headquarters of Tripu-
ra State Rifles near here on No-
vember 21.

Tripura government had ear-
lier formed two separate special
investigation teams to probe the

killings.

The newly formed Forum
for Protection of Journalists, an
umbrella organisations of ten
media bodies, has demanded
CBI inquiry into the Kkilling
and met Union Home Minister
Rajnath ~ Singh,  President
Ramnath Kovind and Union
Minister of State in the Prime
Minister s Office, Jitendra
Singh in Delhi to press for their
demand.

Two Sikkimese booked under Drugs
& Cosmetic Act at WB Melli

SUMMIT REPORT
KALIMPONG, 06 DEC

wo suspected drugs

peddlers from Sikkim
were arrested by West
Bengal Police at 07th
Mile near Melli on NH-10
last night.

They were reported-
ly found in possession of
contraband substances

during a checking drive
by Melli police at around
11p.m

95 bottles of Phency-
rex cough syrup were re-
portedly recovered from
them.

The arrested persons
include a 29-year-old
man from Ralep in East
Sikkim and a 19-year-old

resident of Singtam, East
Sikkim.
Both of the accused

have been booked
under  Drugs and
Cosmetic  Act and

were produced before
Kalimpong court
where they have been
sent to 14 days of
judicial remand.

RAFFLE RESULT

The raffle result drawn by Namchi Girls Senior
Secondary School during the celebration of School
Fest “SPECTRUM” 2017 are as follows:
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1st prize - B 3494

2nd prize- A 3664

3rd prize- C 8507
CONSOLATION PRIZES: B 5863, C 1200, A
8070, B 1220, A 7018.

To claim for the individual prizes are request
to claim within the 15 days of this advertisment
or may can contact organising committee of the
school fest.

CONTACT: 98361-54694

Antheysthi Kriya
The Antheysthi Kriya of Late

Ram Bahadur Rai who left for his
heavenly abode on 02/12/2017
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falls on 09/12/2017 (Satur- i | i
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day). All friends, relatives and ?

well-wishers are requested to
join us in offering prayers for de-
parted soul at Ranka, Zero Mile,
East Sikkim.

Kamla Rai (wife),
Pravin Rai & Sushant Rai (sons)
Ph. 8759347021, 9733053324
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Windies skipper
Holder barred
from 2nd
N.Zealand Test

WELLINGTON, DEC 6
(AFP): West Indies cap-
tain Jason Holder has
been suspended from
the second Test against
New Zealand because of
his team'’s slow over rate
in the opening fixture,
the International Cricket
Council said Wednesday.

It said the punish-
ment was imposed after
the West Indies were
ruled to be three overs
short of their target in
the  Wellington  Test,
which they lost by an in-
nings and 67 runs.

In addition to missing
the second Test, due to
start in Hamilton on Sat-
urday, Holder was also
fined 60 percent of his
match fee.

His teammates were
each fined 30 percent of
their match fees.

It was Holder’s sec-
ond slow over rate of-
fence in the past 12
months, incurring an au-
tomatic suspension.

Sensex falls
205 pts after
RBI holds
rate; banks
bleed

Mumsal, DEc 6 (PTI):
Benchmark Sensex
dropped 205 points to
end at 32,597.18 today
after the RBI left the pol-
icy rate unchanged at 6
per cent but raised the
inflation forecast.

The six-member Mon-
etary Policy Committee
(MPC), headed by Re-
serve Bank of India Gov-
ernor Urjit Patel, kept the
policy rate unchanged on
expected lines but raised
the inflation forecast for
remainder of the current
fiscal to 4.3-4.7 per cent.

The 30-share in-
dex declined by 205.26
points, or 0.63 per cent,
to 32,597.18 after hitting
a low of 32,565.16 soon
after the central bank an-
nounced its policy rate.

The wider Nifty
hit a low of 10,033.35
before  finishing  at
10,044.10, down 74.15
points or 0.73 per cent.
It had touched a high of
10,104.20 in early trade.

The central bank kept
the economic growth
forecast unchanged at
6.7 per cent for the fiscal
ending March 31.

Interest  rate-sensi-
tive stocks took a beat-
ing, dragging the BSE
banking index down by
1.23 per cent. SBI, ICICI
Bank, Axis Bank, HDFC
Bank, Bank of Baroda,
Punjab National Bank
and Yes Bank fell by up to
2.27 per cent.

Atletico crash out, Chelsea sink to second place

LONDON, DEC 6 (AFP): Atlet-
ico Madrid were eliminated
from the Champions League
after a 1-1 draw at Chelsea
that denied the English side
top spot in Group C.

It was a depressing
evening for both clubs at
Stamford Bridge on Tuesday
as neither got what they
wanted from their final
group fixture.

Atletico had to win to
have a chance of advancing,
but although Saul Niguez’s
second-half header put the
visitors ahead, Chelsea drew
level through a Stefan Savic
own goal.

In the end, Roma’s win
against Qarabag in the other
group match made the result
irrelevant for Diego Simeone’s
team, who failed to qualify for
the last 16 for only the second
time and the first since the
2009-10 season.

b

It was a painful moment
for Atletico and, after finish-

ing as Champions League
runners-up in 2014 and 2016,

they are now consigned to the
Europa League.

“It's part of football. It
hurts but there are no excus-

es. The responsibility is ours,”
Simeone said.

Chelsea
through to the knockout stag-
es, but blew their chance to
finish in first place and in the-
ory earn an easier draw.

Having lost and drawn
against Roma, Chelsea fin-
ished
Italians due to their inferior
head-to-head record.

That is bad news for An-
tonio Conte’s side, who could
be pitted against Champions
League
cluding Barcelona and Paris
Saint-Germain in next week’s
last 16 draw.

“We tried to play our game.
We created many chances to
score. When you play this way
and create so much you must
be satisfied,” Conte said.

“Our opponent (in the
next round) won’t be happy to
play against us.”

were already

second behind the

heavyweights  in-

Youngsters guide Sri Lanka to draw, India claim series

KUSHAN SARKAR

NEw DELHI, DEc 6 (PTI): Sri
Lanka’s unheralded youngsters,
led by Dhananjaya De Silva,
cashed in on the ineffectiveness
of Indian spinners, holding on
for a draw in the third Test even
as the home team collected its
ninth successive series victory
here today.

While the win in Nagpur en-
sured a 1-0 series win for India,
it will certainly be a moral victo-
ry for a beleaguered Sri Lankan
team, which also had to endure
physical discomfort due to pol-
lution in the national capital.

Sri Lanka were never go-
ing to chase 410, but did well
enough to bat as many as 102
overs in the second innings, fin-
ishing at 299 for five. The cap-
tains decided to shake hands af-
ter the end of seven mandatory
overs.

En route his third Test hun-
dred, De Silva battled severe
muscle stiffness before retiring
hurt on 119, but he instilled the
self belief in debutant Roshen
Silva (74 not out) and the mav-
erick Niroshan Dickwella (44
not out), who displayed enor-
mous determination while play-
ing out the final session of the
match.

The Roshen-Dickwella pair
added invaluable 94 runs for the
unbroken sixth-wicket stand as
India did not get a single wicket
in the final session.

Wriddhiman Saha bungled
an easy stumping chance of
Dickwella off Ravindra Jadeja
(3/81 in 38 overs) in the final
session and that, effectively, was
the end of India’s hopes to win
the Test match.

The Test match once again

proved that Indian spinners es-
pecially Ravichandran Ashwin
(1/126 in 35 overs), is not same
bowler when there isn't much
help in the wicket. The Kotla
track didn’t show any wear and
tear throughout the five days,
rendering Ashwin ineffective in
the second innings.

He tried a lot of doosras, car-
om balls and altered the speed
of his deliveries, but they were
of no use. The trio of De Silva,
Roshen and Dickwella used Ash-
win’s pace picked up runs easily.
His stock delivery, which is the
conventional off-break, never
came into use save once when
he had bowled rival captain
Dinesh Chandimal.

If not getting turn was Ash-
win’s bane, Jadeja was at his
restrictive best but again the
‘x-factor’ in his bowling, when
there is some turn and grip on
the surface, was missing. He was
quicker through the air, hardly
flighted the ball, depending on
deliveries that straightened as
batsmen played for turn.

De Silva, who had a problem
using his feet during the later

stages due to a muscle pull, was
easily able to play him inside the
crease. During the final hour of

the day,

a frustrated Jadeja at

times was seen kicking the dust
as breakthroughs were hard to

come by.
This

is the first time in six

Tests this year that the island-
ers managed to stretch Virat
Kohli’s men to the last session
of a match, deservingly earning
a favourable result after all the

mauling
De S

in the past few months.
ilva’s innings was the

highlight of the first two ses-

sions as

he was hardly troubled

by the Indian bowlers en route

his third

Test hundred. Towards

the end, he started hobbling due
to the cramps, having played
219 balls.

His

innings was studded

with 15 boundaries and a six off

Ashwin.

The range of his strokes was
impressive as he cut and pulled
with ease whenever the spin-
ners dropped anything short.

Anything pitched up was
driven with disdain.

With

the pitch offering lit-

tle help, Ashwin didn’t look as
effective although he dismissed
Chandimal (36).

Jadeja, who completed most
of his overs within 90 seconds,
bowled quick and flat with the
occasional delivery turning
sharply.

Among the Indian quartet,
he looked the most effective,
keeping the batsmen pegged on
the backfoot.

During the first session,
Jadeja endured mixed luck
with a couple of no-balls. The
first one accounted for Angelo
Mathews (1), with the umpires
missing it altogether, while the
second was a brilliant delivery
to clean up Chandimal but the
umpires were more cautious
and promptly called him for
overstepping.

First-innings centurion
Mathews was dismissed when
he edged one off Jadeja to the
slips. But the left-arm spinner
was lucky as he was not called
for a no-ball even as replays
showed that no part of his foot
was behind the popping crease.

However, Jadeja was not so
lucky when he bowled a classic
left-armer’s delivery that had
Chandimal beaten all ends up.

This time umpire Joel Wilson
checked for the no-ball and the
Sri Lanka captain got a reprieve.

It was a day when the Feroz
Shah Kotla was bathed in bright
sunshine, cutting through the
haze that had forced the visit-
ing players to don anti-pollution
masks till yesterday.

The pitch was as flat as it
could have been, which made
strokeplay easier, as De Silva
and Chandimal added 105 runs
in 33 overs for the fifth wicket.

G

NEw DELH]I, DEC 6 (PTI):
The Indian Premier
League’s Governing
Council today cleared
the decks for M S Dhoni’s
return to Chennai Super
Kings, which will make a
comeback to the league
in the 2018 edition
after serving a two-year
suspension.

The IPL Governing
Council, after a meet-
ing here, allowed CSK
and Rajasthan Royals,
which was also banned
for alleged spot-fixing
and betting, to retain the
players which were on
their 2015 roster. Dhoni
had played for the Rising
Pune Supergiants (RPS)
in the last two editions.

“An IPL Franchise is
eligible to secure up to
5 players by virtue of a
combination of Player
Retention (Pre Player
Auction) and Right to
Match (RTM) (During
the Player Auction),”
BCCI Acting Secretary
Amitabh Choudhary said
in a statement after the

IPL GC clears path for
Dhoni’s return to CSK

meeting.

“The player pool
available for CSK and
RR for retention/RTM
will be the players’ who
played for them respec-
tively in IPL 2015 and
who were part of RPS
and Gujarat Lions squads
inIPL 2017,” he added.

RTM refers to a fran-
chise’s right to match
the highest bidder for a
player.

CSK and Rajasthan
Royals were suspend-
ed owing to the 2013
spot-fixing scandal,
which shook the league
to its core and allegedly
involved not just players
but also some top officials
of the two franchises.

The IPL Governing
Council also hiked the
salary budget of the fran-
chises from Rs 66 crore
to Rs 80 crore for the
next year's auction, ten-
tatively set for February.

“The minimum spend
will be 75 per cent of the
salary cap for each sea-
son,” the BCCI stated.

visitus at
www.summittimes.
com

or
emai:
news@
summittimes.com

RBI rationalises charges on
debit card transactions

Mumsal, Dec 6 (PTI):
In order to promote dig-
ital payments, the Re-
serve Bank today came
out with differentiated
merchant discount rates
(MDR) for debit card
transactions, prescribing
separate caps for small
and large traders.

MDR is the rate
charged to a merchant by
a bank for providing debit
and credit card services.

As per the latest noti-
fication, MDR charges for
small merchants with an
annual turnover of up to Rs
20 lakh has been fixed at
0.40 per cent with a cap of
Rs 200 per transaction by
debit cards through Point
of Sale (PoS) machines or
online transactions.

For accepting pay-
ments via QR (quick
response) code based
transactions, the charge
will be 0.30 per cent sub-
jectto a cap of Rs 200 per

transaction.

In case the annual
turnover of a merchant is
over Rs 20 lakh, the MDR
charges would be 0.90
per cent with a cap of Rs
1,000 per transaction. If
transaction is through
QR code, the charges will
be 0.80 per cent with a
similar cap.

These directions will
come into effect from
January 1, RBI said, add-
ing it would be the duty
of the banks to ensure
the MDR levied on the
merchant does not ex-
ceed the prescribed cap.

RBI said rationali-
sation of the charges is
being undertaken with a
view to achieve the twin
objectives of promoting
debit card acceptance by
a wider set of merchants,
especially small traders,
and ensuring sustainabil-
ity of the business for the
entities involved.

Following demoneti-
sation, the RBI had in De-
cember last year capped
the MDR charges at 0.25
per cent for transactions
up to Rs 1,000.

For transactions
above Rs 1,000 and up to
Rs 2,000, it was capped
at 0.5 per cent of the
transaction value.

Before that, the MDR
was capped 0.75 per cent
for transaction up to Rs
2,000 and not exceeding
1 per cent for payments
above Rs 2,000.

Commenting on RBI’s
move, Ashwani Kumar,
Chairman and Manag-
ing Director of Dena
Bank, said introduction
of differentiated MDR
and a cap on the abso-
lute amount is expected
to increase acceptance
of debit card usage and
“will also bring down the
cost of transactions for
small merchants”.

SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES

LABHLAXMI GEMINI
Draw No:1 DrawDate on:06/12/17
1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 2439
2nd Prize Rs.1,000/- 3196 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 2122
4th Prize Rs.300/- 2969 5th Prize Rs. 202/- 1059
6th Prize Rs.100/-
1047 1090 1118 1156 1191 1197 1222 1277 1281 1285
1370 1375 1408 1435 1462 1516 1525 1534 1535 1630
1638 1645 1675 1679 1685 1787 1805 1806 1810 1815
1905 1939 1941 1950 1973 1978 1986 1998 2010 2024
2029 2073 2097 2102 2103 2117 2125 2147 2181 2199
2213 2221 2268 2276 2279 2338 2344 2357 2414 2431
2460 2463 2465 2481 2487 2530 2544 2555 2579 2586
2640 2669 2670 2712 2797 2848 2877 2917 2930 2991
30803127 3140 3169 3206 3212 3258 3267 3302 3326
3345 3362 3426 3448 3453 3474 3500 3516 3520 3536
3537 3551 3558 3560 3591 3598 3603 3608 3619 3656
3675 3683 3702 3718 3746 3755 3763 3787 3803 3806
3850 3876 3897 3902 3956 3966 3983 4003 4012 4035
4053 4109 4116 4186 4253 4255 4265 4332 4339 4345
4347 4372 4386 4403 4421 4466 4491 4543 4629 4631
4650 4653 4660 4671 4672 4678 4721 4749 4786 4789
4812 4840 4848 4936 4951 4977 4993 5016 5026 5034
5051 5060 5068 5070 5097 5119 5129 5138 5140 5191
5195 5197 5242 5243 5269 5284 5286 5303 5338 5369
5413 5447 5457 5462 5517 5542 5575 5605 5610 5615
5628 5676 5684 5784 5785 5893 5915 5931 5950 6008
6039 6047 6084 6115 6124 6150 6154 6234 6298 6325
6335 6357 6362 6384 6428 6460 6471 6482 6500 6560
6566 6717 6813 6830 6860 6861 6874 6896 6909 6958

MUMBAILAXMI SEETA
Draw No:1 DrawDate on:06/12/17
1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 2499 2nd Prize Rs.2,000/- 1453
3rd Prize Rs.1,000/- 5012 4th Prize Rs.502/- 3001
5th Prize Rs.220/-
1054 1082 1119 1132 1150 1225 1239 1257 1270 1273
1300 1310 1384 1406 1441 1460 1492 1534 1622 1650
1691 1705 1708 1716 1746 1780 1791 1812 1832 1844
1867 1887 1918 1927 1971 1989 2012 2074 2107 2113
2209 2212 2258 2274 2318 2327 2330 2384 2389 2391
2404 2431 2473 2483 2500 2575 2581 2597 2613 2618
2623 2640 2661 2679 2696 2700 2777 2794 2808 2858
2866 2885 2892 2905 2909 2933 2947 3003 3005 3015
3044 30753112 3126 3130 3167 3201 3219 3233 3242
3244 3267 3272 3273 3283 3347 3353 3366 3392 3405
3409 3418 3449 3495 3516 3539 3550 3584 3592 3597
3679 3687 3696 3725 3726 3728 3766 3788 3805 3816
3849 3925 4008 4048 4080 4113 4124 4128 4146 4156
4166 4224 4227 4229 4242 4243 4305 4371 4380 4381
4395 4453 4481 4495 4505 4521 4559 4576 4593 4625
4636 4638 4745 4747 4757 4783 4802 4809 4824 4834
4838 4854 4869 4903 4949 5059 5080 5110 5113 5115
51315186 5215 5270 5302 5341 5348 5403 5411 5430
5448 5452 5461 5467 5477 5507 5554 5686 5768 5797
5799 5805 5831 5843 5915 5917 5918 5944 5955 5975

Issued by :

The Director, Sikkim State Lotteries,
Government of Sikkim,Deorali-737102,Sikkim
Please Visit : www.sikkimlotteries.com

KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE
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Wang to visit
New Delhi,
hold talks

with top In-
dian officials
BEIJING, DEC 6 (PTI):
Chinese Foreign Minis-
ter Wang Yi will travel to
New Delhi to attend the
meeting of RIC Foreign
Ministers on December
11 and hold talks with
top Indian officials, his
office announced here
today.

Wang’s visit would
the first high-level trip
by a Chinese official to
India after the Dokalam
standoff.

The 73-day-long
Dokalam standoff end-
ed on August 28 after
Chinese troops stopped
building a key road close
to India’s Chicken Neck
corridor. India had ob-
jected to the construction
highlighting its security
concerns. The road was
being built by the Chi-
nese troops in the area
also claimed by Bhutan.

On sidelines of Rus-
sia, India and China (RIC)
Foreign Ministers meet-
ing, he will hold talks
with top Indian officials,
Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Geng Shuang
told the media here.

The 15th RIC meeting
will be held in New Delhi
India on December 11.

“According to our
information, Wang will
meet with the top of-
ficials of India and de-
tailed information will be
released in due course,”
Geng said.

During the RIC meet-
ing, the three foreign
ministers will exchange
views on major interna-
tional and regional is-
sues of common concern

and deepen trilateral
pragmatic cooperation,
he said.

“We believe under
the joint efforts of the
three parties, this meet-
ing will achieve expected
outcomes,” he said.

Media reports pre-
viously said the RIC
meeting was planned for
April this year but Wang
did not confirm dates in
the backdrop of China’s
protests over the Dalai
Lama visiting Arunachal
Pradesh in the same
month. China claims
Arunachal Pradesh as
part of South Tibet.

Russia voices regret at Olympic
ban, awaits Putin verdict

Moscow, DEc 6 (AFP):
Russia today reacted
with disappointment but
no great surprise after
the country was banned
from the Winter Olympic
Games, while President
Vladimir Putin was yet to
comment on a possible
boycott.

Russia was banned
Tuesday from the 2018
Winter Games by the
International ~ Olympic
Committee over its state-
orchestrated doping

exander Zhukov, told the
10C on Tuesday that pun-
ishing clean athletes was

press daily.
“Can’t get by without
Russia,” the pro-Kremlin

and in some ways even
humiliating for Russia,”
citing the life bans on
attending the games for
ex-sports minister Vitaly
Mutko, now first deputy
prime minister.

Nevertheless the 10C
President Thomas Bach
“left the door open for
Russia” by allowing ath-
letes to participate in
some form, even with the
word “Russia” on their
uniforms, the newspaper
wrote.

Pro-Kremlin  media
focused on discredit-
ing Grigory Rodchen-
kov, the whistleblower
who gave evidence of a
state- controlled doping
programme in which he
played a central role.

Rodchenkov has been
living in hiding in the
United States since lifting
the lid on the intricate
workings of the state-
supported scheme to
cheat athletes at the 2014
Winter Olympics in Sochi.

programme, but clean
Russian athletes will be
allowed to compete un-
der an Olympic flag.

Putin was set to make
a speech in Moscow later
Wednesday in which he
was expected to give his
view on the International
Olympic Committee’s de-
cision. So far the Kremlin
has not commented.

The head of Russia’s
Olympic Committee, Al-

“unjust and immoral”.
Russian media
pressed regret at the deci-
sion while welcoming the
possibility of some ath-
letes participating, albeit
under tight restrictions.
“It’s very hard to take
accusations and punish-
ments. But the fate of our
athletes and preserving
our place in the Olympic
family is more import-
ant,” wrote the Sport Ex-

ex-

Olympics

Izvestia daily headlined
its front page, stressing
that “Russian Olympic
athletes will defend the
honour of the Mother-
land under any banner.”
“Will Russia be at the
but without
a flag?” Sport Express
newspaper headlined its
front page, calling the de-
cision “unprecedented”.
It slammed the 10C
decision as “very harsh

Some top sports fig-
ures agreed, with
hockey forward Ilya Kov-
alchuk telling TASS state
news agency: “We must
go to the Olympics. Re-
fusing is surrender.”

Pole vault star Yele-
na Isinbayeva told TASS:
“Addressing our athletes,
I want to say that they
should absolutely not de-
spair and should continue
training for the games.”

“Grigory Rodchenkov
is the perfect traitor”
wrote tabloid daily Kom-
somolskaya Pravda.

It said the I0C’s ac-
tions proved that “you
can destroy a whole
Olympic country on the
basis of indirect evidence
and a single witness who
was under a criminal in-
vestigation and has been
treated in a psychiatric
hospital.”

ice

g

and of the world.”
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Israel braced for violence as President Trump was due to announce Wednesday a controversial decision to recognize Jerusalem as Israel’s
capital and move the U.S. Embassy there. The expected declaration has fueled international concern. Trump will address the issue, a cam-
paign promise that he has vowed to keep, from the White House later. Palestinian leader Mahmoud Abbas warned that changing the status
of Jerusalem would mark the end of years of peace efforts and have “dangerous consequences” for the “security and stability of the region

US House passes resolution on “ethnic cleansing” of Rohingyas

WASHINGTON, DEC 6 (PTI): The
US House of Representatives has
condemned the “ethnic cleans-
ing” of Rohingya Muslims and
called on Myanmar’s leader-
ship to end attacks on minori-
ties in the Rakhine state, in the
stiffest congressional criticism
of the government in the Bud-
dhist-majority country.

The House passed a resolu-
tion yesterday, urging immedi-
ate restoration of humanitari-
an access to the Rakhine state
where unrest has forced over
600,000 Rohingya Muslims to
flee to Bangladesh.

“This slaughter must end, and
our resolution ought to send a
strong message to Burmese lead-
ers that their commitment to re-
storing democracy will be judged
by their respect for the individual
rights and freedoms of all people

living within Burma’s borders,
no matter their faith or ethnicity,”
House Democratic Whip Steny H
Hoyer said in a statement.
Introduced by Congressmen
Joe Crowley and Eliot Engel, the
resolution condemns the “hor-
rific actions” of the military and
security forces and calls for an
immediate cessation of violence.
The resolution also urges the
restoration of humanitarian ac-
cess to the restive Rakhine state
where unrest has forced hun-
dreds of thousands of Rohingya
Muslims to flee to Bangladesh.
“It also calls for Aung San Suu
Kyi (Myanmar’s de facto leader) to
exercise moral leadership, some-
thing that's needed now more than
ever;” Engel said in his remarks on
the House floor yesterday.
“We reject the Army’s claims
that what's taking place in Bur-

ma is a so-called counterterror-
ism measure that's nonsense.
It’s a textbook ethnic cleansing,
that's what it is,” Engel said.

“We should also encourage
other governments to stay en-
gaged and continue to address
the pressing needs of these ref-
ugees’ needs that will only grow
as long as this situation remains
unresolved,” he said.

Clashes erupted after the
August 25 deadly attacks by
militants on security forces in
the Rakhine State, sparking a
major army crackdown on the
community. According to the UN
estimates, more than 600,000
members of the minority Mus-
lim group have fled across the
border into Bangladesh since
then, triggered a grave humani-
tarian crisis in the country.

“Bangladesh deserves our

deep gratitude for opening its
doors to the Rohingya at a time
when our government slams the
door shut,” Engel said.

“The governments of Burma
and Bangladesh have struck a
deal to begin repatriating Ro-
hingya next month, but it’s not
yet clear that anyone is inter-
ested in returning right now,” he
said.

Congresswoman Betty Mc-
Collum, who visited the refu-
gee camps in Bangladesh last
month, said that as Congres-
sional fact-finding mission has
noted their visits to refugee
camps and conversations with
survivors made it clear that
the persecution of the Rohing-
ya people in Myanmar is a “se-
vere humanitarian crisis that
demands robust” American
leadership.

South Korea’s Moon to
visit China next week

SEouL, DEc 6 (AFP):
South Korean President
Moon Jae-In will vis-
it China next week for
talks on North Korea and
other issues, his office
said today, amid tenta-
tive signs of diplomatic
movement after months
of high tensions over
Pyongyang’s nuclear and
missile threats.

The announcement
came as a high-level
United Nations represen-
tative held talks with a
senior North Korean offi-
cial during a rare trip to
Pyongyang.

Jeffrey Feltman, UN
undersecretary general
for political affairs, ar-
rived Tuesday to discuss
“issues of mutual interest
and concern”.

It was not imme-
diately clear what was
discussed between Felt-
man and the North’s
vice foreign minister Pak
Myong-Kuk.

Feltman’s trip -- the
first by a UN diplomat
of his rank since 2010 --
comes less than a week af-
ter North Korea test- fired
anew ballistic missile said
to be capable of reaching
the United States.

Discussing ways to
“peacefully resolve North
Korea’s nuclear issue”
will be on Moon’s agenda
when he meets President
Xi Jinping next week,
Moon’s office said.

China has proposed
that the North suspend
missile and nuclear tests
in exchange for a suspen-
sion of US-South Korean
military exercises, a sug-
gestion Washington has
repeatedly rejected.

A US B-1B bomber

flew over the Korean
peninsula on Wednes-
day, Seoul’s defence min-
istry said, as part of a
major joint air exercise
slammed by the North as
an “all-out provocation”
that could trigger a nu-
clear war.

The five-day Vigi-
lant Ace drill -- involving
some 230 aircraft includ-
ing F-22 Raptor stealth
jet fighters -- began Mon-
day, five days after the
North’s ICBM test.

Moon will arrive in
Beijing next Wednesday
for a four-day state vis-
it, his first trip to China
since taking office in May.
The two countries are
trying to improve ties
strained by Seoul’s de-
ployment of a US missile
defence system.

Seoul and Washing-
ton say the Terminal
High Altitude Area De-
fense (THAAD) system is
intended solely to count-
er missile threats from
North Korea but Beijing
sees it as a threat to its
own military capabilities.

It has imposed a
series of sanctions on
South Korean firms and
banned Chinese tour
groups from going to the
country in moves seen as
economicretaliation. The
tour group ban has since
been partially lifted.

Chinais South Korea’s
biggest trading partner
and the measures have
had a big impact on
some of the South’s big-
gest companies, includ-
ing retail conglomerate
Lotte -- which provided
a golf course used for the
THAAD deployment --
and auto giant Hyundai.
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Cry & continue, highly experienced faculties,|

BEST SUCCESS RECORD SINCE 2007,

NEET & JEE mains qualified, selection of students-17-MBBS, 13-BDS,
41-Engineering, through entrance.

We Complete Syllabus, weekly mock test, last minute questions & answers preparation,
Parents can check Regular attendance & weekly MOCK test performance.
Don’t go far away from home! Giving best Coaching, SPECIAL CARE &]
[HOSPITALITIES, HOSTEL available for BOYS & GIRLS separatel
join Advance Coaching for X & XIl (Appearing ix & xi May Join)

U D I S HA PNG SCHOOL ROAD, GANGTOK.
Call: 9434137448 / 9083289834

NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR FAITHFUL MORNING

Draw Time: 11:55 am onwards
Draw No:1 DrawDate on:06/12/17
1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 84D 76662

(Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.9496/- 76662 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
05763 24822 32722 41557 42572
53688 69138 71616 83885 84484
3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0208 1107 1907 2181 3837 6097 6880 6937 7006 9476
4th Prize Rs.250/- 0086 0157 0262 4810 4891 7906 8207 9206 9625 9962
5th Prize Rs.120/-
0099 0196 0216 0283 0368 0404 0765 0789 0957 1113
1540 1602 1646 1667 1953 1984 2177 2288 2338 2345
2399 2446 2470 2558 2747 2873 3047 3056 3071 3102
3158 3602 3729 3899 4105 4197 4219 4381 4403 4765
4946 4962 4973 5086 5208 5211 5362 5391 5397 5605
5674 5722 5775 5801 5804 5805 6080 6170 6202 6361
6367 6373 6545 6626 6686 6777 6823 6920 6949 7068
7094 7214 7219 7268 7438 7482 7485 7494 7736 8031
8038 8076 8217 8476 8519 8597 8715 8774 8823 8836
8864 8947 9061 9141 9459 9678 9700 9702 9848 9911

NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR VALUABLE

Draw Time: 04:00 pm onwards
Draw No:1 DrawDate on:06/12/17
1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 89G 21504

(Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.9496/- 21504 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
00167 02556 10037 10263 20542
49208 52040 61470 83307 89006
3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0174 0317 1034 1897 3972 5504 7503 7747 9007 9766
4th Prize Rs.250/- 1149 1626 1807 2739 3308 5718 8294 9158 9479 9843
S5th Prize Rs.120/-
0034 0065 0153 0184 0328 0440 0468 0628 0790 0819
0903 0964 0998 1100 1497 1573 1650 1654 1669 1741
1818 1823 2016 2023 2053 2489 2589 2713 2794 2808
2863 2890 3033 3144 3205 3425 3464 3590 3694 3775
3875 3919 3938 4039 4092 4255 4306 4444 4492 4739
5045 5101 5147 5380 5438 5470 5511 5583 5752 5810
5822 5823 5832 5892 5896 5982 6094 6248 6294 6302
6812 6955 6994 7139 7201 7422 7512 7793 7859 7920
8102 8160 8166 8200 8336 8371 8386 8470 8664 8777

8804 8831 8849 9019 9094 9200 9520 9634 9642 9882
Issued by:

NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR EAGLE EVENING

Draw Time: 08:00 pm onwards
Draw No:19 DrawDate on:06/12/17
1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 73A 89025

(Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.9496/- 89025 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
(00749 07729 10158 40308 49812
50275 56724 70699 96892 97057
3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0149 3364 4487 5411 5630 6549 7509 7870 7889 8082
4th Prize Rs.250/- 0000 0718 0775 2692 3107 3108 4690 4719 4942 5523
5th Prize Rs.120/-
0039 0118 0141 0202 0336 0340 0413 0621 0635 0669
0912 0926 1050 1177 1219 1238 1721 1742 1842 1917
2019 2040 2104 2141 2317 2570 2577 2588 2717 2852
2856 2875 2943 3343 3487 3495 3523 3777 3798 3801
3817 3903 4032 4258 4310 4537 4670 4678 4732 4934
4959 4978 5032 5237 5286 5390 5448 5495 5806 5924
5957 6000 6166 6321 6472 6692 6823 6888 6982 7398
7506 7629 7679 7795 7799 7894 7897 7984 8011 8015
8128 8137 8251 8440 8469 8591 8858 8860 9009 9362
9390 9591 9668 9680 9682 9728 9799 9807 9881 9973

The Director, Nagaland State Lotteries, Kohima, Nagaland
For Results, Please visit: www.nagalandlotteries.com

KINDLY CHECK THE

RESULTS WITH THE OFFICIAL

GAZETTE
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BTS IS MOST TWEETED ABOUTARTISTIN 2017

witter has released its year-end

data for 2017’s most tweeted
about artists, and while regulars like
Nicki Minaj and Harry Styles made the
Top 10 (#2 and #3, respectively), the
number one most tweeted about mu-
sic act may come as a bit of a surprise.

K-pop — and especially BTS —
sunk its hooks into the American
market in a major way, making BTS
the number one most tweeted about
artist this year in the U.S. The group,
which has 10.8 million follows, broke
the record for the highest-charting
entry into the Billboard Hot 100 for a
K-pop group; “MIC Drop” debuted at
number 28.

Also receiving major tweet ac-
tion this year were Chance The Rap-
per, Niall Horan and Fifth Harmony.
Although pop stars including Justin

year, inspiring reactions from 2.6 mil-
lion viewers. The emotional tweet
read, “broken from the bottom of my
heart, i am so so sorry. i don’t have
words.”

BTS was recognized not only as
the most tweeted-about celebrity
globally, but also the most tweeted
music act in the U.S overall. Their top
social artist win at the 2017 Billboard
Music Awards in May also resonated,
with the award ceremony recognized
as the second most tweeted-about
televised event globally throughout

Bieber, Rihanna and Ariana Grande
charted in the Twitter Top 10, they
received less love than fans might
have thought.

However, Grande’s tweet in reac-
tion to the suicide bombing that took
place outside her concert in May was
the second most “liked” tweet of the

But before you start freak-
ing out, she’s still the
most followed celebrity on
the social media platform
with 130 million followers,
and if you happen to be one
of them, this doesn’t really
affect you.

More intriguing, however,
is the reason she decided to
go private in the first place...
and the cryptic post she al-
legedly shared right before
doing so.

Captured by several fan
sites, SelGo took to her In-
stagram stories to share a
part of her recent profile in
Billboard. Over the screen-
shot, she wrote, “Never will I
let another human guess my
words ever again. Or invite
them in my home. That is so
hurtful”

HANDSOME HUGH: X-Men actor Hugh Jackman looks
sharp in a suit and shades in London.

She continued, “The most
‘ridiculous’ part of that is no
one knowing my heart when [
say things.”The particular por-
tion of the article she shared
was about a giant teddy bear

the year.

Along with BTS, Seventeen and
Monsta X were also two of the most
tweeted-about celebrities in 2017,
with the former taking the second
spot on the list and the latter coming
in ninth.

SELENA GOMEZ MAKES HER
INSTAGRAM PRIVATE AFTER
CRYPTIC POST

she keeps in her home.

The portion read:
“There’s a five-foot teddy
bear sprawled across the
kitchen floor in Selena Go-
mez’s North  Hollywood
home. ‘I know, I know, says
Gomez, rolling her eyes, ac-
knowledging that the stuffed
animal doesn’'t quite blend
with the trio of armchairs
nestled in the inviting, mar-
ble-accented nook. ‘It was
a gift, and at first [ thought,
This is so ridiculous, I can’t
wait until I give it away to an-
other person. But Gomez, 25,
hasn’t let go of it — yet.”

The profile was original-
ly published on Nov. 30 as
a part of honoring SelGo as
Woman of the Year.

KANGANA RANAKT REFHSES TO5IGNPEHHON5”PPORHIIGDEEHMWHKONEFORWMW

t's been months now ever since Pad-

mavati controversy has been going on.
Haters have even given death threats to
film’s lead heroine Deepika Padukone.
In an attempt to offer support and lea-
galise matter in the right way, actor and
politician Shabana Azmi has decided to
voice the issue taking it to the higher
powers in the capital. As her support,
Shabana Azmi has come out with a pe-
tition which is called Deepika Bachchao.
According to sources, various Bolly-
wood actresses have to sign the petition
to show their support to Deepika Padu-
kone and once all of them have signed,

the matter will be taken forward.

About the petition, a source earlier
told a leading daily, “Everyone has been
approached. We are awaiting the signa-
tures of A-listers like Kangana Ranaut,
Katrina Kaif, and two more actresses.
Once they sign, we will be taking the

matter forward.” But even after all of
this, rumours were rife that Kangana
wasn’'t much in favour of signing this
petition.

Now finally breaking her silence on
the issue, Kangana decided to clear the
air as she told a leading daily. - “I was
filming Manikarnika in Jodhpur when
I got a call from dear friend Anushka
Sharma to sign the petition written by
Ms. Shabana Azmi. [ explained to her
that Deepika Padukone has all my sup-
port but I am a bit wary of Shabana
Azmi’s investment in left-wing Vs right-
wing politics. “

ARCTIC CIRCLE

THIS DAY

IN HISTORY

07™ DECEMBER

1941: Japan launches a
surprise dawn attack using
midget submarines, 350
bombers and torpedo car-
rying planes targeting war-
ships, aircraft and military
installations on the Amer-
ican naval base at Pearl
Harbor in Hawaii and has
declared war on Britain and
the United States. The attack
destroyed two battleships,
one minelayer, two destroy-
ers with the loss of more
than 2,300 US servicemen
The US president, Franklin
D Roosevelt, has mobilized
all forces and is poised to
declare war on Japan. The
next day when the president
addressed Congress and the
nation he swore that Amer-
ica would never forget De-
cember 7, 1941, as a “date
that would live in infamy.”

1911: King George and
Queen Mary rode through
Delhi amidst a military sa-
lute and the singing of the
national anthem. The royal
couple met with 150 Rajahs,
Maharajahs, and Sultans
and other classes of the rich
and powerful of India. Ele-

phants were banned from
the parade for fear of them
charging

1999: For the first time
President  Bill  Clinton
spoke out against human
rights abuses in China. He
pointed out that thousands
of Falun Gong members had
been imprisoned as threats
to China’s government.
Falun Gong is a mixture of
Buddishm, Taoism, and slow
exercises.

1995: The unmanned Gal-
ileo spacecraft arrives at
the planet Jupiter on it's
mission to study the planet
and its moons. It had been
launched on October 18,
1989 6 years earlier by the
Space Shuttle Atlantis.

2013: Eighty-five year old
Merrill Newman, a Korean
War veteran, was released
in North Korea after having
been detained while visit-
ing as a tourist in October.
North Korean authorities
released him after he had
written and recited a pub-
lic apology for crimes com-
mitted against the secretive
country. North Korea has
been previously accused of
coercing confessions out of
detainees and Newman'’s
family insisted that this
had been a case of mistaken
identity.
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THE DAY AHEAD

ARIES: Your current paradigm
may get shifted a bit. There’s a
good chance that your emotions
will go through a significant trans-
formation today. Your mind may be
spinning. Don’t get caught up in
the mental maelstrom. You can cut
through the jargon that your mind
may be feeding you by relying on
your sixth sense - your keen intu-
ition - for the answers you seek.

TAURUS: Ordering one item from
the menu isn’t going to satisfy you
today. You need a buffet table where
you can try everything - either that
or an eight-course meal served with
a smile. You’re happy to share your
meal with others as long as you can
have a bite of what everyone else

is having as well. This is your day
to skip around, try new things, and
explore different perspectives.

GEMINI: This is a good day to
vocalize your feelings. By speak-
ing about a problem out loud,
you’ll eventually talk your way to
a solution. By externalizing what’s
going on in your head, the issue is
somehow easier to handle. Keeping
it all inside gives it very little room
to move around. You’re closer to a
solution than you think. Find your
voice and the answer will find you.
CANCER: There’s plenty to talk
about. The hard part is finding a
reason to stop talking. Once some-
one brings up philosophy or reli-
gion, it seems like the floodgates

open. You’ll be occupied for a few
hours as you engage in a discus-
sion. Your mind will jump around,
and you’ll be happy to consider
many perspectives, although you’ll
have the last say about what you
believe.

LEO: It may be difficult to focus.
The trick is to not take anything
too emotionally. Keep things on
the light side, and don’t get too
frustrated if you can’t seem to find
the tools to dig as deeply as you’d
like. You may be more productive
if you skim many issues instead of
trying to penetrate deeply into one
in particular.

VIRGO: This is a very climactic
time of month on the emotional

front, and you may lash out for
no apparent reason. This is a time
when any emotions that you’'ve
stored up inside are forced to come
out in one way or another. You
may feel like you have little con-
trol over how you express feelings.
The force behind your emotions is
tremendous.

LIBRA: Make sure to take some-
thing to read with you. There may
be times when you have to wait for
someone and you’ll want to be pro-
ductive. You’ll inevitably get antsy
and could get angry with the person
holding up your day. Having some-
thing to focus on will calm you
and make you feel like you’re not
wasting your time. You could thor-

oughly enjoy the time rather than

get angry.
SCORPIO: Your mind is hungry

for stimulation, so give it plenty of

food to chew on. This food could
come in the form of a lively dis-
cussion about politics and world
events or perhaps an offbeat period-
ical. Your perspective could change
on a dime, so keep your mind open
to new ideas. The information that
comes your way will be enriching
and surprising.

SAGITTARIUS: You may be in a
quagmire of indecision. Your brain
is turning in many directions but
not coming to any conclusion. Work
with this energy rather than become
frustrated by it. Feel free to examine

every idea thoroughly. By the time
you really have to make a decision,
you’ll know what you want. For now,
you’re better off experimenting.
CAPRICORN: The latest mag-
azines and trends in fashion and
movies will catch your attention.
There’s a piece of late-breaking
news that will matter a great deal
to you. Conversations revolving
around these topics are likely to
come up at dinner tonight. You’ll
have a fresh tidbit of information
to share with others. Long conver-
sations on current ideas will prove
extremely rewarding.
AQUARIUS: You may feel like a
scatterbrain when you forget where
you put your keys and put deter-

gent in the dryer with your freshly
washed clothes. Your brain is tossed
every which way, and it may be
hard to follow through on anything
you start. Don’t get too hung up on
this. Go with the flow without trying
to force yourself into anything that
doesn’t come naturally.

PISCES: Things should be going
your way, and you may feel like quite
a bit is getting done without your
having to lift a finger. At the same
time, a nagging voice in the back
of your mind is telling you to watch
your back. Have all your bases cov-
ered. While you may be tempted to
go with the most comfortable and fa-
miliar, this is a good time to consider
other perspectives.
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