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SUDIPTA CHANDA
S , 14 J :

If you believe in black magic, 
you might agree with this.

Summers are the time 
when outstation people vis-
it the Darjeeling hills and by 
extension the Dooars. A north 
India based friend of mine 
had planned a similar trip to 
the hills with his family this 
week. Like countless others, 
he too had to cancel the pro-
posed trip because of the un-
stable conditions here.

Discussing the general con-
dition of the region over phone 
last night he made an interesting 
epigram: “North Bengal ko kisi-

ka najar lag gaya” (someone has 
cast a spell over north Bengal).

Whether one believes in 
the occult or not, disputing 
the comment in the current 
circumstances is dif icult. The 
hills are a lame, there is polit-
ical chaos over tea industry 
workers’ wages in the Terai 
and Dooars and one is not cer-
tain who has called a bandh 
where or for what reason or 
for what duration.

Add to that the stirrings of 
a rekindled Kamtapuri move-
ment stretching from the 
Dooars to lower Assam and the 
region suddenly seems to be 
galvanized in an upheaval for 

multiple demands and reasons.
The state government has 

taken a stern stand vis a vis 
the Darjeeling hills. The Kam-
tapuri angle is yet to explode 
although preparations for a 
movement inclusive of rail 
rook and such are on among 
several organizations advo-
cating the movement for a 
separate state of Kamtapur.

Would the state govern-
ment ride roughshod over the 
potential Kamtapuri move-
ment too as it is doing in the 
hills? How many fronts can 
be controlled thus? Normal 
life in north Bengal seems to 
be in for some mugging by the 

pincer movements in the hills 
and the Dooars.

Meanwhile, there is a 
growing hunch that the GJM 
could be changing tack of the 
movement. Having secured 
the support of arch rival the 
GNLF, which by itself is no 
mean feat, the GJM could be 
planning to roll down the cur-
rent movement to the plains.

Con ining the movement 
to the hills means inconve-
niencing the people whose 
support the GJM needs to sus-
tain the movement. So, and to 
create more headache for the 
state government, the GJM 
could embroil more areas in 

the agitation.
It had done so in the past 

with some effect in the Terai 
and Dooars, home to a size-
able Nepali Diaspora. They too 
aspire for a separate state and 
are likely to side with the infec-
tious Gorkhaland sentiment as 
they have been doing since the 
days of Subash Ghisingh.

But, that has a lip side too. 
The Akhil Bharatiya Adivasi Vi-
kas Parishad (ABAVP), which 
had in 2013 resisted advance-
ment of the pro-Gorkhaland 
movement in the Terai and 
Dooars, has sensed the possi-
ble change in the GJM tactics 
and has started mobilizing its 

units to once again resist the 
same. The con lict, if it comes, 
could be cataclysmic.

North Bengal’s waters 
have therefore been muddied 
enough to attract the atten-
tion of political parties. It is 
time to ish in troubled wa-
ters. And so, the Congress and 
the BJP are planning separate-
ly to broker peace in the hills 
through political initiatives.

Whether such initiatives 
succeed in restoring peace 
and normalcy in the region or 
not will be watched, but for 
now it genuinely looks like 
‘north Bengal ko kisika najar 
lag gaya’.

Jinxed north Bengal needs a stroke of luck

EC issues 
noti ication 
for President’s 
election
N  D , J  14 
(PTI): The process of 
iling nominations for 

the July 17 presidential 
poll began today with 
the Election Commission 
issuing a noti ication in 
this regard.

The nomination pro-
cess will continue till 
June 28.

The ruling NDA and 
a loosely knit group of 
opposition parties have 
intensi ied efforts to zero 
in on a “mutually accept-
able” presidential candi-
date. But they would go 
their separate ways if a 
consensus proves elusive.

After a prolonged si-
lence on the issue, BJP 
chief Amit Shah has con-
stituted a three-member 
committee comprising 
union ministers Rajnath 
Singh, Arun Jaitley and M 
Venkaiah Naidu which will 
hold consultations with 
the NDA allies and the op-
position on the issue.

Leaders of opposition 
parties will hold their 
meeting this afternoon to 
chalk out their joint strat-
egy and come up with a 
consensus candidate.

The 10-member sub-
group of the opposition 
is meeting for the irst 

HOT TUB: Sikkim has been sweltering this summer and at least the young are 
trying out more innovative ways of beating the heat. For the rest, it is all sweat 
and lethargy. As per the Met Of ice, maximum temperatures this past week have 
remained up to 5°C above normal at most locations across the State. Since mon-
soon has still not set in, the mercury has remained high. Rainfall for the past week 
has been up to 50% below normal for this time of the month. Meanwhile, those 
complaining of the heat should draw some solace from the fact that they are not 
at Majhitar, Singtam (unless of course they are there). Majhitar boiled at 35°C on 
Tuesday!  [foto: MANJIT CHAMLING]

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 14 J :

A new organisation 
‘Save Dzongu Com-

mittee’ has been formed 
following a meeting be-
tween members of Af-
fected Citizens of Teesta, 
Sikkim Lepcha Youth 
Association, Panchayats, 
Government Employ-
ees, monks and youth of 
Dzongu at Passingdang, 
North Sikkim on 13 Jun. 

A press release from 
the Committee informs 
that the meeting was held 
to discuss the recent activi-
ties of those for and against 
NHPC’s Stage IV Teesta Hy-
dro Electric Project.

The new organisa-
tion has been formed to 
deal with the HEP proj-
ect issue in the context 
of press and media, dia-
logue with the concerned 

authorities, mobilizing 
awareness programs and 
legal channeling, the re-
lease mentions. 

The Committee seeks 
to bring all the stakehold-
ers together and deal 
with the Stage IV NHPC 
HEP in order to save the 

United Nation’s World 
Heritage Site, Kanchen-
junga National Park, the 
culture and tradition and 
to protect the last free 
lowing stretch of Teesta, 

informs the release. 
Ugen Lepcha has been 

appointed as the presi-

dent of the newly formed 
association along with 
ACT members Sangdup 
Lepcha, Nalimit Lepcha, 
Lakden Lepcha, Kachyo 
Lepcha, Phur Tshering 
Lepcha, Mayalmit Lepcha 
as other active members 
of the association.

Save Dzongu Committee formed
to address Teesta IV dispute

SUMMIT REPORT
D , 14 J : 

The Gorkha Janmukti Yuva Mor-
cha, the youth wing of the GJM, 

has threatened to clamp an indef-
inite general bandh in the Hills if 
security forces try to stop their ral-
lies in the hills.

The women’s wing of the GJM, 
it may be mentioned here, plans to 
take out three rallies on Thursday. 
The rallies, meanwhile, have been 
denied permission by the district 
administration and police.

A GJVM meet took place in Malid-
hura around 12 kms from Darjeeling 

town today, and was also attended 
by GJM president Bimal Gurung. 

Brie ing media persons after 
the meeting, Prakash Gurung, the 
GJVM president, said, “The Nari 
Morcha will take out three rallies 
on Thursday from Dali, Darjeeling 
Railway Station and Singamari. 
If the police try to stop the rallies 
forcefully or resort to any kind of 
force, we will call for an inde inite 
bandh in the Hills.”

“We will further intensify 
our movement to counter police 
and administrative excesses. It 
might take the shape of inde inite 

bandhs,” he reiterated.
A large security force contin-

gent arrived at Malidhura led by 
SP Akhilesh Chaturvedi when the 
GJVM meeting was underway. They 
patrolled around the area and left 
after some time.

Meanwhile, Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee met Governor Ke-
shari Nath Tripathi today and ap-
prised him of the situation in the 
Hills. The Governor had yesterday 
stated that the concerned parties 
should sit in a meeting and work 
out a solution to the ongoing im-
passe in the Hills at the earliest.

GJM youth wing threatens inde inite
general strike if rallies are stopped

K , J  14 (PTI): 
West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee 
today met Governor Kes-
hari Nath Tripathi in Raj 
Bhawan and the govern-
ment appointed C Muru-
gan as the new secretary 
of Gorkhaland Territorial 
Administration (GTA) in 
the backdrop of the on-
going unrest in Darjeel-
ing hills.

Murugan, who was 
the managing director 
of Tourism Development 
Corporation, will replace 
Donbosco Lepcha and 
will take over charge as 

GTA secretary immedi-
ately, a noti ication is-
sued yesterday by per-
sonnel and administra-
tive reforms and e-gover-
nance department said.

Sources said Baner-
jee met Tripathi possi-
bly to brief him about 
the situation in the hills, 
sources said.

The state government 
had earlier replaced GTA 
principal secretary Ravi 
Inder Singh and brought 
in Barun Ray.

Sources in the sec-
retariat said that Singh 
was removed following 

numerous corruption 
charges against Gorkha 
Janamukti Morcha (GJM) 
chief Bimal Gurung-led 
GTA and its members.

The noti ication said 
Lepcha will now be the 
secretary of the irst land 
acquisition collector and 
collector, stamp duty, 
Kolkata.

Deepap Priya P, who 
is presently the chief 
executive of icer of Sili-
guri-Jalpaiguri Develop-
ment Authority, will hold 
additional charge of ex-
ecutive director of GTA, 

Murugan new secretary for GTA,
Mamata meets WB Guv

D  (WB), J  14 (PTI): 
The political crisis in the Darjeel-
ing hills took a new turn today 
with the GNLF breaking its alliance 
with the TMC and joining hands 
with agitation spearhead GJM, say-
ing the party has been ighting for 
Gorkhaland since its inception.

Emboldened by the Gorkha 
National Liberation Front (GNLF) 
aligning with his party, Gorkha 
Janmukti Morcha (GJM) chief Bi-
mal Gurung threatened to inten-
sify the movement for a separate 
Gorkhaland even as the inde inite 

shutdown in the government and 
the Gorkhaland Territorial Admin-
istration (GTA) of ices entered its 
third day.

The GNLF, formed by the late 
irebrand leader Subhash Ghisingh, 

had led a violent movement for 
Gorkhaland in the eighties, follow-
ing which the Darjeeling Gorkha 
Hill Council (DGHC) was formed.

Gurung broke away from the 
GNLF and formed the GJM in 2007 
and subsequently emerged as the 
dominant force in the hills.

“The GNLF, since its inception 

in the eighties under the leader-
ship Subhash Ghisingh, has been 
ighting for Gorkhaland.

Our ultimate goal is to achieve 
a separate state of Gorkhaland,” 
Neraaj Zimba, spokesperson of the 
GNLF, told PTI.

He said the alliance with the 
Trinamool Congress (TMC) was 
never a political or ideological one, 
but an electoral tie-up.

The TMC is trying to de lect 
attention from the real demand 
of Gorkhaland through “doles and 

GNLF snaps ties with TMC, joins hands
with stir spearhead GJM

turn to pg05

MHA goofs-
up; uses 
Spain-
Morocco 
border picture 
for Indo-Pak
N  D , J  14 
(PTI): In an appar-
ent goof-up, the home 
ministry in its annu-
al report used a pic-
ture of Spain-Morocco 
boundary as India's 
border with Pakistan, 
prompting the Union 
home secretary to say 
that the ministry would 
apologise if there is a 
mistake.

The picture with 
the caption 'Flood-
lighting along the Bor-
der' was published 
recently in the home 
ministry's annual re-
port for 2016-17, with 
detailed information 
on floodlighting along 
the Indo-Pak border.

However, it came 
to light today that the 
picture was of the 
Spain-Morocco border, 
located along the Plazas 
de soberan a, Ceuta, Me-
lilla and Albor n Island 
along the north coast of 
Morocco.

Between Morocco 
and Ceuta, there is a 
physical border known 
as the Ceuta border 
fence. Melilla also has a 
physical border known 
as the Melilla border 
fence, similar to the 
Indo-Pak border with 
loodlighting.
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time after its constitution 
recently.

Sources said the op-
position leaders will try 
and come out with some 
possible names for the 
post of President, but will 
await the government ini-
tiative in this regard.

In a bid to ensure that 
non serious candidates 
do not ile nomination 
for the prestigious elec-
tion, laws were amended 
a few years ago.

Now, a candidate who 
is supported by 50 ‘elec-

tors’ and seconded by 
another 50 can ile nomi-
nation. Elected members 
of the Lok Sabha and the 
Rajya Sabha and elected 
members of state legis-
lative assemblies are the 
electors.

If the elections are 
held in case both the 
NDA and the opposition 
ield their candidates, 

then the results will be 
announced on July 20.

The term of pres-
ent incumbent Pranab 
Mukherjee comes to an 
end on July 24. 

EC issues
noti ication for 

President’s election
contd from pg01

Man
arrested 
under POCSO
G , 14 J : A 
54-year-old resident of 
Chisopani, South Sikkim 
was arrested and booked 
under Protection of Chil-
dren from Sexual Offens-
es Act, 2012 on 13 Jun by 
Jorethang police. He was 
accused of sexually as-
saulting his step-daughter. 
The victim, a minor girl re-
vealed the incident to her 
teacher during a counsel-
ing session who reported 
the case to the police. The 
victim was then sent for 
medical examination after 
which she was forwarded 
to Child Protection Service 
at Namchi. The accused on 
the other hand was for-
mally arrested. 

G , 14 J  [IPR]: Intensi ied Di-
arrhoea Control Fortnight was of icially 
launched at Pediatric ward in STNM Hospi-
tal this morning by Minister for Health Care, 
Human Services and Family Welfare Depart-
ment, Arjun Kumar Ghatani.

The programme was also attended by 
Principal Director-Health, Dr PT Bhutia, 
along with doctors of STNM Hospital.

During the Intensi ied Diarrhoea Control 
Fortnight, children of two months to ive 
years of age group will be given ORS and 
Zinc Tablet all over the state.

It may be mentioned here that along 
with the rest of the nation, the programme 
in the state of Sikkim began on 12 Jun which 
is being organized in all Integrated Child De-
velopment Services Centres, Primary Health 
Sub Centres, Primary Health Centres, Dis-
trict hospitals and other places.

Intensi ied Diarrhoea Control
Fortnight launched at STNM

RALLYING FOR BLOOD
G , 16 J : An awareness rally was taken out today on the occasion of world blood donors day. The 
rally started from Deorali and ended at the STNM Hospital where a special programmme for the day was 
hosted. The rally was lagged off by Gangtok Mayor Shakti Singh Chaudhary and was participated in by 
nursing trainees of STNM Hospital, members of Marwari Yuwa Manch, Prerna Branch, MYM and others.

the state government no-
ti ication said.

Tanmay Chakrabarty 
presently the joint sec-
retary of the tourism de-
partment would hold ad-
ditional charge of man-
aging director of Tourism 
Development Corpora-
tion, it said.

The hills are on the 
boil since June 8 when GJM 
supporters clashed with 
the police when they tried 
to break barricades near 
the Rahj Bhawan, where 
Banerjee was holding a 
cabinet meeting. As police 
resorted to lathicharge, 
GJM supporters damaged 
police vehicles and set 
some of them ablaze.

GJM has revived its 
separate Gorkhaland de-
mand and its inde inite 
bandh in Gorkhaland Ter-
ritorial Administration and 
state government of ices in 
Darjeeling Hills entered its 
third day today.

Murugan new
secretary for GTA,
Mamata meets...

Sabka Saath 
Sabka Vikas 
Sammelan held 
at Mangan
SUMMIT REPORT
M , 14 J : Bhara-
tiya Janta Party Sikkim 
Pradesh organized the 
Sabka Saath Sabka Vikas 
Sammelan at Mangan Zil-
la Bhawan in North Sik-
kim in association with 
NHPC Teesta Stage-IV 
today.

The Sammelan is 
being organized across 
the country to mark the 
three-year anniversary 
of the BJP government at 
the Centre. 

President-BJP Sikkim, 
DB Chauhan, highlighted 
the developments initiat-
ed by BJP under the aegis 
of Prime Minister, Naren-
dra Modi. He also high-
lighted the 106 schemes 
undertaken within a span 
of three years of the BJP 
government.

He spoke on Kisan 
Credit scheme for farm-
ers, Swachh Bharat Mis-
sion, Digital India, etc.  Mr 
Chauhan urged people to 
download Modiapp for 
which people can also vis-
it NIC centres in the state 
to learn more about cen-
tral government schemes.

BJP general secre-
tary-North East, Panchan-
and Rawat, who attended 
the function as chief guest, 
added that there has been 
drastic development in In-
dia due to the BJP govern-
ment. He further stressed 
that leaders should work 
for the nation and not for 
personal gains. He urged 
everyone to participate in 
the upcoming Internation-
al Day of Yoga on 21 Jun.

Earlier, the guests 
and attendees were wel-
comed by BJP North Dis-
trict president, Wangc-
huk Dorjee Lepcha, and 
the event ended with vote 
of thanks being delivered 
by Krishi Kisan Morcha 
president-North District.

SKM advises 
Govt to begin 
planning
human resource 
for super-
speciality 
hospital
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 14 J : 

Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha party has advised 

the State Government 
to constitute a high lev-
el committee to prepare 
the required human re-
source for the soon to be 
functioning 1,000-bed-
ded multi-specialty hos-
pital at Sichey in East 
Sikkim. 

The party has pointed 
out that the STNM Hospi-
tal was suffering because 
of lack of human resourc-
es and this was obvious 
in the number of patients 
being referred to the 
Central Referral Hospital 
or outside the State. 

On the same, the par-
ty stressed that if the new 
hospital was also similar-
ly managed, it will not de-
liver to its potential.

The party has 
stressed that the gov-
ernment should focus on 
providing free medicines 
to patients, something it 
could explore with the 
pharmaceutical factories 
based here. 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 14 J :

Sikkim Pradesh Con-
gress Committee 

president, Bharat Basnet, 
today alleged that the 
BJP-led NDA government 
at the Centre and the SDF 
Govt here are working in 
tandem to dilute the safe-
guards put in place for 
Sikkimese people. He al-
leged that the proposal to 
increase seats in the Sik-
kim Legislative Assembly 
from 32 to 40 was part of 
this conspiracy.

The Ministry of Home 
Affairs, it may be re-
called, has sought views 
and suggestions of con-
cerned stakeholders on 
the draft proposal to in-
crease seats in the SLA 
from 32 to 40 and re-
serve ive seats for Lim-
boos and Tamangs.

Addressing a press 
conference today, the 

SPCC president argued 
that the proposal reveals 
that both governments 
are trying to dilute Article 
371F of the Constitution 
of India by presenting 
the excuse of the political 
rights of the Limboo and 
Tamang communities. 

On the same, he urged 
the people and political 
parties of Sikkim to be 
sensitive and serious on 
this issue.

“I am leaving for Del-
hi immediately to stress 
upon this issue to the 
Congress high command 
as the Congress party 
gave this safeguard to 
the people of Sikkim and 
now it is the moral re-
sponsibility of the party 
to protect it,” he said.

He stated that if the 
party high command did 
not take his arguments 
seriously, he will write 
his opinion to the MHA.

State Cong rejects
40-seat formula for Sikkim,

sees conspiracy to dilute
Art 371F

YOGEN THATAL
S , 14 J :

A day long training and motivation 
seminar on Network Marketing 

and Success Preview was conducted 
by Safe Shop Company here at the au-
ditorium hall of Singtam Nagar Pan-
chayat today.

During the seminar, members of 

Safe Shop categorized as silver leaders 
namely Pradeep Sharma, Ranju Shar-
ma, Krishna Prasad, Santosh Prasad 
Anil Agrawal, Prashant Sharma and 
Sudha Mintri from Singtam along with 
Rohit Ranjan from Ranchi and Jay 
Prakash Kuswa from Uttar Pradesh 
were felicitated for their contribution 
to the company.

Seminar by Safe Shop
company at Singtam

G , 14 J  [IPR]: 
A coordination meeting 
to take stock of prepa-
ration for the State level 
celebration of upcoming 
3rd International Day of 
Yoga was held at the con-
ference hall of Human 
Resource Development 
Department today.

The meeting was 
chaired by Addi-
tional Chief Secre-
tary-cum-Principal Sec-
retary, HRDD, GP Upa-
dhyay, in the presence 
of Secretary-Health, 
Dr K Bhandari, Secre-
tary-Sports & Youth Af-
fairs, SD Dhakal, senior 
of icers of line Depart-
ments of the Government 
of Sikkim, Superinten-
dent of Police-East, and 
of icers from Indo-Ti-
betan Border Police, Na-
tional Cadet Corps and 

Sashastra Seema Bal.
Secretary-Health De-

partment, Dr Bhandari, 
briefed about the past 
two editions of the event, 
and also gave details 
about the programme for 
the upcoming State level 
celebration of Interna-
tional Day of Yoga to be 
held at Paljor Stadium in 
Gangtok on 21 June. He 
informed that the Com-
mon Yoga Protocol re-
ceived from the Ministry 
of AYUSH, Government of 
India, would be followed.

It was informed in the 
meeting that the Gover-
nor will attend the func-
tion as chief guest and 
the Chief Minister will be 
the guest of honour.

The Yoga Protocol 
will start at 7 a.m. sharp 
and over 2600 partici-

Meeting discusses
preparations for celebration

of International Day
of Yoga

turn to pg03
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GRAND OFFER
RAMOLA CELLULAR

LALL MARKET ROAD  GANGTOK
APPLE  IPHONE MRP OFFER EXTRA 
  PRICE OFFER
IPHONE 5C  8GB 31500 15000 (free cover & temper glass)
IPHONE 5S 16GB 25000 19000 (free cover & temper glass)
IPHONE  SE 16GB 39000 28000 (free cover & temper glass)
IPHONE 6S   32GB 62000 41000 (free  headset  move with 
   the beats . Rs.3499)
IPHONE6S  64GB 72000 51000 (FREE MINI SPORT 
   BT SOUND BOX)
IPHONE6S PLUS 16GB     72000        51500 (FREE  BOSE SPEAKER)
IPHONE  7 & 7plus  ( available on discount price )
OTHER BRAND AVAIABLE –
OPPO  / VIVO /GIONEE (free sel i stick )
(Samsung  xoami)
(GET DISCOUNTED PRICE OFFER ON ALL GADGETS   &  TRENDY  ACCESSORIES)

FEEL FREE TO VISIT US FOR FREE DEMO
CONTACT -  9832062684 / 9733115163 (limited period off er till stock last)

(BAJAJ FINSERV  EASY EMI 0% INTREST & PROCESSING FEE . ALL MOBILE HANDSETS AVAILABLE)

Gangtok on 
Thursday, 

15 June
Temp: 25°C /18°C
Forecast: Sun and 
clouds with a cou-
ple of showers and 
a thunderstorm, 
mainly later.
Sunrise: 04:40 AM
Sunset: 06:32 PM

IMI Dr R.S. Tolia Award 2017: 
Call for Nominations Open

The Integrated Mountain Initiative (IMI), a pan Himalayan civil society initiative 
working for sustainable development of the Indian Himalayan Region (IHR) and 
ensuring prosperity of the people in the region, has announced the Dr R.S. Tolia 
Award for 2017 in memory of its founding President Dr R.S. Tolia who passed 
away on 6th  December 2016. 

Dr R.S. Tolia, IAS (Retd.) was the former Chief Secretary of Uttarakhand. He 
also served as the fi rst Information Commissioner of Uttarakhand. In addition to 
being the top administrator in the state, he was a staunch advocate for holistic 
mountain development that must be rooted in the mountains. Throughout his life-
time, Dr Tolia was committed to the cause of development of the Indian moun-
tain systems and communities. His vision and commitment for the formation of a 
pan-Indian mountain movement not only unifi ed diverse mountain states of India 
but also inspired others. In the spirit of unifying committed individuals and insti-
tutions for integrated action for the mountains of India, Dr Tolia conceptualised 
the idea of IMI, got like-minded people on board and led it from the front as its 
founding President. His deep understanding of the links among people, cultures, 
livelihoods and mountain environment infl uenced a generation of researchers, 
organizations and policymakers. He was a true mountain person and believed 
that there must be safe, sustainable and equitable mountain development.

IMI has instituted the Award for encouraging passionate individuals to carry 
forward the cause of integrated mountain development. The purpose of the award 
is to recognize and reward the exemplary work of individuals whose work has cre-
ated an impact / has the potential to impact sustainable prosperity and well-being 
of the people of the Mountain states in India. In exceptional cases organizations 
will also be considered for the Award. The value of the Award is Rs. 1 lakh cash, 
citation and a medallion.

 A jury with eminent persons working for social development in the country 
has been appointed to carry the selection process for the award. 

The call for nomination is now open and applications will be accepted till 30 June 2017.
The details and the nomination form can be viewed on the organisation’s website: 
http://inmi.in/get-involved/dr-r-s-tolia-award-2017/
Interested individuals/organisations can download the nomination form and send in 
their application along with a recent CV by 30th June 2017 to pd.imi@inmi.in.

KUSTE SHEGU

The Kuste Shegu of our 
beloved mother Late 
SANGAY DOMA BHUTIA 
(Dokham Anyola) of Cen-
tral Park, Namchi South 
Sikkim who Left for heav-
enly abode on 30th April 
2017 falls on 16th June 
2017. All the relatives , 
friends and  well wishes 
are requested to join us 
for offering prayers at our 
resident at our residence 
at Central Park, Namchi, 
South Sikkim. We would 
also take this opportunity 
to express our sincere 
gratitude to all those who 
supported the family at 
the time of bereavement.

Palden Bhu-
tia (son),

Palchen Bhutia 
(grandson), Lezang 
Bhutia (grandson) 

Mob: 98323-25811, 
85091-21459

G , 14 J  [IPR]: 
World Blood Donor Day 
was observed today to 
thank voluntary blood 
donors for their lifesav-
ing gift and encourage 
more people to donate 
blood voluntarily.

The programme was 
organized by Sikkim 
State Blood Transfusion 
Council in collaboration 
with Sikkim State AIDS 
Control Society at Euro-
pean Commission Hall of 
STNM Hospital Complex 
in Gangtok.

Minister for Health 
Care, Human Services 
and Family Welfare De-
partment, Arjun Kumar 
Ghatani, attended the 
programme as chief guest 
along with Advisor-Health 
Department, Dr AD Subba, 
as guest of honour. 

During the pro-
gramme, regular blood 
donors, Yogesh Bhandari 
[36 times], Deepa Shar-
ma [15 times] and Thup-
den Namgyal Bhutia [11 
times] were honoured 
and felicitated for their 
sel less service as regular 
blood donors. 

Three organizations, 
namely Sai Mobile Blood 
Bank, Rotary Club of 
Gangtok and Rotary Club 
of SRM University, were 

also felicitated for their 
contribution in blood do-
nation drives.  

Health Minister, Mr 
Ghatani, marked the day 
as the noblest occasion to 
realize the precious gift of 
life. He congratulated the 
felicitated blood donors 
and organizations and 
further appealed to all to 
experience the ultimate 
joy of blood donation. 

He informed that the 
ongoing construction of 
Blood Bank at Singtam 
District Hospital is on 
the verge of completion. 

Applauding the role of 
voluntary blood donors 
in Sikkim he informed 
that 6187 units of blood 
was collected in the year 
2016-17 out of which 
4961 units [almost 80%] 
was donated voluntarily. 

Mr Ghatani also sug-
gested chalking out a 
plan to provide blood to 
patients referred outside 
the state. 

Advisor-Health De-
partment, Dr Subba, un-
derlined the role of State 
Information, Education 
and Communication [IEC] 

Bureau to disseminate in-
formation on activities of 
Health Department. 

Director Gener-
al-cum-Secretary of 
Health Department, Dr 
Kumar Bhandari, shed 
light on the importance 
and advantages of blood 
donation. He also ad-
vised the collection of 
names and addresses of 
donors with rare blood 
group. 

The Secretary also 
informed that two Blood 
Collection and Transpor-
tation Vans have been 

provided to the Blood 
Banks at STNM and Nam-
chi District Hospital. 

Project Director of 
SSACS-cum-Director of 
Health Services, Dr Ut-
tam Pradhan, enlight-
ened the gathering on 
the importance of the 
day. He stressed upon 
storage of blood in the 
hospital so that any 
emergency requirement 
can be addressed. 

Head of Blood Bank 
Department, Dr CM Shar-
ma, gave an overview 
of Sikkim State Blood 
Transfusion Council.

The programme was 
attended by NGOs like Ro-
tary club, Sant Nirankari 
Mission, FBOs, Red Rib-
bon Clubs, Interact Clubs 
and other organizations.

During the pro-
gramme, representative 
from Sai Mobile Blood 
Bank, Yogesh Bhandari 
and Sanjok Subba, shared 
their experiences and 
motivated the gathering 
towards blood donation.

Later, Minister 
Health, Advisor and oth-
er dignitaries visited 
Urban Family Welfare 
Centre in the hospital 
complex and voluntary 
blood donation camp or-
ganized at Titanic Park.

SAGAR CHETTRI
G , 14 J : The Sikkim 
girls’ team began the second 
phase of Oorja U-19 Football 

Talent Hunt Tournament 2017 
at Jammu with a strong perfor-
mance. In its irst league match 
played today, Sikkim thrashed 

Jammu & Kashmir 8-0.
In the boys’ match, Sikkim 

drew 1-1 against Uttar Pradesh in 
its second league match.

World Blood Donor Day observed
at STNM Hospital

Sikkim girls thrash J&K in Oorja U-19 football tourney

Golitar to 
host friendly 
between 
ISL players 
and Howlers 
Sporting Club
SUMMIT REPORT
Singtam, 14 Jun: Players 
of Indian Super League 
are set to come togeth-
er at Golitar Ground, 
Singtam for a special ex-
hibition football match 
against Howlers Sporting 
Club of Golitar scheduled 
to be held on 18 Jun, a 
press release informs.  

The program also in-
cludes felicitation cere-
mony of more than two 
dozen players of the 
area. Area MLA, Gopal 
Baraily is set to attend 
the function as the chief 
guest along with some 
popular faces in football 
like Nirmal Chettri, San-
ju Pradhan, Bikash Jairu 
and Robin Gurung. 

Lhamu Tamang, a 
young boxer from Adarsh 
Gaon who has been select-
ed for Sports Association 
of India camp at Bhopal 
for Youth Commonwealth 
Games in Bahamas to be 
held this July will also be 
felicitated on the occasion. 

“It is an attempt to 
bring together sports 
enthusiasts of the area 
together with the people 
who have made it big in 
the national scene. It is an 
interaction programme 
between the players to 
learn something from the 
ones who have made it 
big,” said Howlers Sport-
ing Club president, Nis-
hant Subba.

SUMMIT REPORT 
G , 14 J :

A peace rally was con-
ducted today by Sik-

kim University students 
in solidarity with those 
protesting the construc-
tion of Teesta Stage IV 
in Lower Dzongu, North 
Sikkim.

“We have been hear-
ing that Stage IV dam is 
on the way which is pro-
posed on the river Tees-
ta in the lower Dzongu 
and adjoining areas. But 
these areas fall under the 
buffer zone of Kanchend-
zonga biosphere reserve. 
As we all know that the 
Kanchendzonga Nation-
al Park was recently de-
clared as UNESCO World 
Heritage site in mixed 
category,” the students 
have said.

“River Teesta is one 
of the major rivers of 
Sikkim and there are al-
ready existing dams on 
this river. Again new dam 
on the same river is not 
sustainable use of natu-

ral resource rather it is 
exploitation,” held one of 
the students.

“Our government has 
initiated many steps re-
garding conservation of 
nature like 10 minutes to 
Earth, Smriti Van, Green 
and Clean Sikkim. As a 
student body we would 
like to request for some 
steps to be initiated to 
conserve rivers of Sikkim 
too because rivers are an 
integral part of nature. If 
the dam comes up, it will 
de initely damage the en-
vironment, natural low 
of river, livelihood of lo-
cal people as well as the 
biodiversity supported 
by the river. So let’s save 
our nature, save Teesta 
River, save our protected 
area, and let’s save our 
nature for future too,” 
added another student.

The rally was organ-
ised by Sikkim Universi-
ty Students Association 
[SUSA] and had the par-
ticipation of students of 
the University.

SU students rally
against Teesta IV

pants comprising school students, NCC, 
NSS, ITBP, SSB and other organisations 
would be participating in the event, it 
was informed.

Additional Chief Secre-
tary-cum-Principal Secretary, HRDD, 
Mr Upadhyay, called for coordinated 
action from all concerned departments 
to make the event a grand success. He 
took detailed stock of department wise 
roles and responsibilities and directed 
the of icers from the line departments 
to put their best foot forward to ensure 
success of the programme. He informed 
that IDOY will be celebrated in all the 
other districts simultaneously, for 
which directives have already been sent 
to the concerned District Collectors.

Mr Upadhyay also informed that 

a special addition to this year’s pro-
gramme would be a ive-minute Yoga 
Demonstration by 16 students of Ra-
midham Primary School West Sikkim, 
who will be escorted by Headmistress of 
the School, Bindhya Subba, who is also 
their yoga trainer.  These students will 
also demonstrate yoga postures as per 
the Common Yoga Protocol, he informed.

The meeting was also addressed 
by Director-Primary Education, HRDD, 
Bhim Thatal. 

It was decided in the meeting that 
the rehearsal for the event would be 
held on 18 June at Paljor Stadium in 
Gangtok.

The meeting concluded with vote of 
thanks proposed by Dr Gagan Ruchal 
from AYUSH wing, Department of 
Health.

Meeting discusses preparations for...
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WRITE US: Readers are invited 
to comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if they like 
something in this paper. Letters 
carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, 
except when against people 
responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have 
to be ignored. Letters which 
carry forward a conversation 
or initiate a dialogue will 
command immediate attention 
and receive prominence.  
Mail us at: 
letters@summittimes.com

Sorry, Govts
Cannot Outsource

Rule of Law
…because that inspires vigilantism

and erodes trust
Governing Uttar Pradesh was always a challenge, 
which is perhaps why a sweeping “regime” change 
was effected there by the people, mimicking what 
the country too had done less than three years ago. 
Okay, maybe there is also a neo-fascist wave coursing 
through the EVMs, but let us leave that for another 
time. 

People perhaps believed that by upturning who 
sits in the revolving chair of of ice, they will inally re-
ceive some governance. Tough luck, because we now 
live in the times of bombast, garrulous acronyms and 
projected nationalism. 

So, what UP is experiencing is the model irst in-
stigated by the Centre which wears the same colours 
– the outsourcing of governance, and more worrying-
ly, the outsourcing of the Rule of Law itself. In UP, it 
started with the testosterone-dripping Yuva Vahinis 
and its anti-Romeo squads, and in the latest instance, 
word arrives that the UP Govt has announced “prizes” 
for passengers who click pics of roadways bus driv-
ers talking on the phones while behind the wheels 
and share it on a dedicated whatsApp group. The 
righteousness that the saffron state governments 
are appropriating is not necessarily as welcome as 
its adherents in the media will have us believe. It 
might have marched into power by capitalizing on 
the misplaced sense of persecution being felt by the 
majority and the privileged, but that does not make 
the situation any more real than the iction it is. But 
they continue to play along, and tease the resentment 
to dangerous levels by devolving power to them and 
fanning their generalized anger into rabid manifes-
tations of hate. We saw this when the traditional 
Right Wing screamed the rhetoric of Gau-Raksha and 
allowed its sidekicks into becoming roaming bands 
lusting for blood and lynching their traditional “en-
emies” on cooked-up suspicions. The anti-Romeos, 
which is a sad acceptance to make but also apt be-
cause they are clearly love and compassion averse, 
came next. And now, the general distrust and irrita-
tion that most citizens feel against the establishment 
is being de lected towards state transport bus driv-
ers in UP. 

Where we want governments to inspire trust, we 
have a situation where too much is being done to 
create ill-will and redirect it towards easy targets – 
Muslims and Dalits in the name of protecting cows 
and bus drivers on the excuse of making travel safer. 
This is a dangerous place to be because we were al-
ready a country with a trust de icit (when it comes 
to the agencies of the state like the police, courts 
and governments), something we see everyday in 
the incidents of lynching and mob justice, and now 
the governments are actually painting targets on 
people’s backs. The latest development in UP can be 
expected to lead to even angrier driving and more ag-
gressive confrontations in the bus rides… many small 
anarchies inside individual buses. The problem here 
is that rules exist which make speaking on phones 
while driving an offence. Instead of making sure 
that these rules are enforced by a functioning gov-
ernment, the people are being invited to do the job 
insetad. And no, this is not an extension of commu-
nity policing, it is the setting up of vigilantism which 
has never helped any society or policing efforts. The 
gau-rakshaks have not really saved cows, but have 
instilled fear among anyone who has anything to do 
with bovines. But maybe that was the intention all 
along – scaring the people into docility. Is that the 
place we want to end up in as a country in the name 
of “nationalism” and imposed proprieties?

turn to pg05

ALEX BURMESTER
theconversation.com

When you need to remember a 
phone number, a shopping list 

or a set of instructions, you rely on 
what psychologists and neuroscien-
tists refer to as working memory. It’s 
the ability to hold and manipulate 
information in mind, over brief inter-
vals. It’s for things that are important 
to you in the present moment, but not 
20 years from now.

Researchers believe working 
memory is central to the functioning 
of the mind. It correlates with many 
more general abilities and outcomes 
– things like intelligence and scholas-
tic attainment – and is linked to basic 
sensory processes.

Given its central role in our men-
tal life, and the fact that we are con-
scious of at least some of its contents, 
working memory may become im-
portant in our quest to understand 
consciousness itself. Psychologists 
and neuroscientists focus on differ-
ent aspects as they investigate work-
ing memory: Psychologists try to map 
out the functions of the system, while 
neuroscientists focus more on its 
neural underpinnings. Here’s a snap-
shot of where the research stands 
currently.

HOW MUCH WORKING 
MEMORY DO WE HAVE?

Capacity is limited – we can keep only 
a certain amount of information “in 
mind” at any one time. But research-
ers debate the nature of this limit.

Many suggest that working mem-
ory can store a limited number of 
“items” or “chunks” of information. 
These could be digits, letters, words 
or other units. Research has shown 
that the number of bits that can be 
held in memory can depend on the 
type of item – lavors of ice cream on 
offer versus digits of pi.

An alternative theory suggests 
working memory acts as a continu-
ous resource that’s shared across all 
remembered information. Depending 
on your goals, different parts of the 
remembered information can receive 
different amounts of resource. Neu-
roscientists have suggested this re-
source could be neural activity, with 
different parts of the remembered in-
formation having varying amounts of 
activity devoted to them, depending 
on current priorities.

A different theoretical approach 
instead argues that the capacity lim-
it arises because different items will 
interfere with each other in memory.

And of course memories decay 
over time, though rehearsing the 
information that’s in working mem-

ory seems to mitigate that process. 
What researchers call maintenance 
rehearsal involves repeating the in-
formation mentally without regard 
to its meaning – for example, going 
through a grocery list and remember-
ing the items just as words without 
regard to the meal they will become.

In contrast, elaborative rehearsal 
involves giving the information mean-
ing and associating it with other in-
formation. For instance, mnemonics 
facilitate elaborative rehearsal by as-
sociating the irst letter of each of a list 
of items with some other information 
that is already stored in memory. It 
seems only elaborative rehearsal can 
help consolidate the information from 
working memory into a more lasting 
form – called long-term memory.

In the visual domain, rehearsal 
may involve eye movements, with vi-
sual information being tied to spatial 
location. In other words, people may 
look at the location of the remem-
bered information after it has gone in 
order to remind them of where it was.

WORKING MEMORY VERSUS 
LONG-TERM MEMORY

Long-term memory is characterized 
by a much larger storage capacity. 
The information it holds is also more 
durable and stable. Long-term mem-
ories can contain information about 
episodes in a person’s life, semantics 
or knowledge as well as more implicit 
types of information such as how to 
use objects or move the body in cer-
tain ways (motor skills).

Researchers have long regarded 
working memory as a gateway into 
long-term storage. Rehearse informa-
tion in working memory enough and the 
memory can become more permanent.

Neuroscience makes a clear dis-
tinction between the two. It holds that 
working memory is related to tem-
porary activation of neurons in the 

brain. In contrast, long-term memory 
is thought to be related to physical 
changes to neurons and their connec-
tions. This can explain the short-term 
nature of working memory as well as 
its greater susceptibility to interrup-
tions or physical shocks.

HOW DOES WORKING MEMORY 
CHANGE OVER A LIFETIME?

Performance on tests of working 
memory improves throughout child-
hood. Its capacity is a major driv-
ing force of cognitive development. 
Performance on assessment tests 
increase steadily throughout infan-
cy, childhood and the teenage years. 
Performance then reaches a peak in 
young adulthood. On the lip side, 
working memory is one of the cogni-
tive abilities most sensitive to aging, 
and performance on these tests de-
clines in old age.

The rise and fall of working mem-
ory capacity over a lifespan is thought 
to be related to the normal develop-
ment and degradation of the prefron-
tal cortex in the brain, an area respon-
sible for higher cognitive functions.

We know that damage to the pre-
frontal cortex causes working mem-
ory de icits (along with many other 
changes). And recordings of neuronal 
activity in the prefrontal cortex show 
that this area is active during the “de-
lay period” between when a stimulus 
is presented to an observer and when 
he must make a response – that is, 
the time during which he’s trying to 
remember the information.

Several mental illnesses, includ-
ing schizophrenia and depression, 
are associated with decreased func-
tioning of prefrontal cortex, which 
can be revealed via neuroimaging. 
For the same reason, these illnesses 
are also associated with decreased 
working memory ability. Interest-
ingly, for schizophrenic patients, this 

de icit appears more marked in visu-
al rather than verbal working memo-
ry tasks. In childhood, working mem-
ory de icits are linked to dif iculties 
in attention, reading and language.

WORKING MEMORY AND OTHER 
COGNITIVE FUNCTIONS

The prefrontal cortex is associated 
with a wide array of other important 
functions, including personality, plan-
ning and decision-making. Any de-
crease in the functioning of this area is 
likely to affect many different aspects 
of cognition, emotion and behavior.

Critically, many of these pre-
frontal functions are thought to be 
intimately linked to, and perhaps 
dependent on, working memory. 
For instance, planning and deci-
sion-making require us to already 
have “in mind” the relevant informa-
tion to formulate a course of action.

A theory of cognitive architecture, 
called Global Workspace Theory, re-
lies on working memory. It suggests 
that information held temporarily “in 
mind” is part of a “global workspace” 
in the mind which connects to many 
other cognitive processes and also 
determines what we are conscious 
of in any given moment. Given that 
this theory suggests working memo-
ry determines what we are conscious 
of, understanding more about it may 
become an important part of solving 
the mystery of consciousness.

IMPROVING YOUR 
WORKING MEMORY

There is some evidence that it’s pos-
sible to train your working memory 
using interactive tasks, such as simple 
games for children that involve mem-
ory ability. It has been suggested that 
this training can help improve scores 
on other types of tasks, such as those 
involving vocabulary and mathemat-
ics. There is also some evidence that 
training to beef up working memory 
can improve performance for chil-
dren with speci ic conditions, such as 
ADHD. However, research reviews of-
ten conclude that bene its are short-
lived and speci ic to the trained task.

Furthermore, the enhancements 
found in some of these studies could 
be due to learning how to more ef i-
ciently use one’s working memory 
resources, as opposed to increasing 
its capacity. The hope for this kind of 
training is that we can ind relatively 
simple tasks which will both improve 
performance not just on the task it-
self but also transfer to a range of 
other applications.

[the writer is Research As-
sociate in Perception and Mem-

ory, New York University]

Working memory: How you keep things 
‘in mind’ over the short term

PANOS ATHANASOPOULOS
theconversation.com

It turns out, Hollywood got it half right. In the 
ilm Arrival, Amy Adams plays linguist Louise 

Banks who is trying to decipher an alien language. 
She discovers the way the aliens talk about time 
gives them the power to see into the future – so as 
Banks learns their language, she also begins to see 
through time. As one character in the movie says: 
“Learning a foreign language rewires your brain.”

My new study – which I worked on with linguist 
Emanuel Bylund – shows that bilinguals do indeed 
think about time differently, depending on the lan-
guage context in which they are estimating the du-
ration of events. But unlike Hollywood, bilinguals 
sadly can’t see into the future. However, this study 
does show that learning a new way to talk about 
time really does rewire the brain. Our indings are 
the irst psycho-physical evidence of cognitive lex-
ibility in bilinguals.

We have known for some time that bilinguals 
go back and forth between their languages rapid-
ly and often unconsciously – a phenomenon called 
code-switching. But different languages also em-
body different worldviews and different ways of 
organising the world around us. The way that bilin-
guals handle these different ways of thinking has 
long been a mystery to language researchers.

TIME, IMAGINATION AND LANGUAGE
Time is a case in point. Time is fascinating because 
it is very abstract. We cannot touch or see it but we 
organise our whole lives around it. The really cool 
thing about time is the way we actually experience 
it is in some ways up to our imagination and our 
language. Because time is so abstract, the only way 
to talk about it is by using the terminology from an-
other, more concrete domain of experience, namely 
that of space. For example, in Swedish, the word for 

future is framtid which literally means “front time”. 
Visualising the future as in front of us (and the past 
as behind us) is also very common in English. We 
look forward to the good times ahead and to leav-
ing the past behind us.

But for speakers of Aymara (spoken in Peru), 
looking ahead means looking at the past. The word 
for future (qhipuru) means “behind time” – so the 
spatial axis is reversed: the future is behind, the 
past is ahead. The logic in Aymara appears to be 
this: we can’t look into the future just like we can’t 
see behind us. The past is already known to us, we 
can see it just like anything else that appears in our 
ield of vision, in front of us. 

These differences in how time is visualised 
in the mind affect how Aymara speakers gesture 
about events. Those that are bilingual in Spanish (a 
future-in-front language like English) tend to make 
forward moving gestures, whereas those with lit-
tle or no knowledge of Spanish gesture backwards 
(consistent with the Aymara future-is-behind pat-
tern), when talking about the future. Mandarin 
Chinese employs a vertical time axis alongside 
a horizontal one. The word xià (down) is used to 
talk about future events, so when referring to “next 
week” a Mandarin Chinese speaker would literally 
say “down week”. The word shàng (up) is used to 
talk about the past – so “last week” becomes “up 
one week”. This affects the way observers perceive 
the spatial unfolding of the ageing process.

In one study, Chinese-English bilinguals were 
asked to arrange pictures of a young, mature, and 
old Brad Pitt and Jet Li. They arranged the former 
horizontally, with the young Brad Pitt to the left 
and the old Brad Pitt to the right. But the same 
people arranged the pictures of Jet Li vertically, 
with young Jet Li appearing at the top and old Jet 
Li appearing at the bottom. It seems that culture 

and meaning form a tight bond as this context-de-
pendent shift in behaviour shows.

Our study showed that these language differ-
ences have psycho-physical effects in the bilingual 
mind: they alter the way the same individual expe-
riences the passage of time depending on the lan-
guage context they are operating in. For example, 
Swedish and English speakers prefer to mark the 
duration of events by referring to physical dis-
tances – a short break, a long party. But Greek and 
Spanish speakers tend to mark time by referring 
to physical quantities – a small break, a big party. 
Speakers of English and Swedish see time as a hor-
izontal line, as distance travelled. But Spanish and 
Greek speakers see it as quantity, as volume taking 
up space.

As a consequence, English and Swedish mono-
linguals estimate how much time it takes for lines 
to lengthen across a computer screen based on 
how far the lines expand. If two lines stretch to 
different lengths over the same time period, par-
ticipants judge the shorter line to have travelled for 
less time than it actually did and the longer line to 
have travelled for more time than it actually did. 
Spanish and Greek monolinguals on the other hand 
are affected in their time estimations by physical 
quantity – how much a container has illed with 
liquid. If two containers ill up to different levels 
over the same time period, participants judge the 
container with the smaller amount to have illed in 
less time than it actually did and vice versa.

FLEXIBLE BILINGUALS
But Spanish-English bilinguals are lexible. When 
prompted with the Swedish word for duration (tid), 
they estimated time using line length. They were 
unaffected by container volume. When prompted 
with the Spanish word for duration (duración), 

Language alters our
experience of time
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they estimated time based 
on container volume. They 
were unaffected by line 
length. It seems that by 
learning a new language, 
you suddenly become 
attuned to perceptual di-
mensions that you weren’t 
aware of before.

The fact that bilin-
guals go between these 
different ways of esti-
mating time effortlessly 
and unconsciously its 
in with a growing body 
of evidence demonstrat-
ing the ease with which 
language can creep into 
our most basic senses, 
including our emotions, 
our visual perception 
and now it turns out, our 
sense of time.

But it also shows that 
bilinguals are more lexi-
ble thinkers and there is 
evidence to suggest that 
mentally going back and 
forth between different 
languages on a daily ba-
sis confers advantages on 
the ability to learn and 
multi-task, and even long 
term bene its for mental 
well-being.

So, to refer back (or 
is it forward?) to Arrival. 
It’s never too late to learn 
a second language. You 
will not see into the fu-
ture, but you’ll de initely 
see things differently.

[the writer is Pro-
fessor of Linguistics 

and English Language, 
Lancaster University]
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Language 
alters our

experience 
of time charity”, Zimba said.

No untoward inci-
dent was reported from 
Darjeeling, Kalimpong, 
Kurseong and Mirik 
during the day and de-
spite the bandh call, the 
state government of ices 
remained open.

Vehicles plied as the 
police remained on high 
alert and patrolled the 
streets.

Banks and most 
ATMs were closed, but 
shops and markets were 
open.

Most of the tourists 
have left the hills and 
hotels were empty. Hotel 
owners told the tourists, 
who still remained, that 
they could stay, but at 
their own risk.

GJM workers gath-
ered in front of the food 
and supply of ice in 
Kurseong but left follow-
ing police intervention.

The GJM, along with 
other hill parties, took 
out rallies in several ar-
eas of the hills demand-
ing Gorkhaland.

Police pickets and 
barricades were placed 
in front of the govern-
ment and the GTA of ic-
es, in which the GJM is 
enforcing an inde inite 
shutdown which entered 
its third day today, and at 
various entry exit points 
of the hills.

The Rapid Action 
Force (RAF) and a size-
able number of women 
police personnel were 
also deployed.

The Centre had yes-
terday despatched 600 
paramilitary personnel 
to assist the West Bengal 
government restore nor-
malcy in the violence-hit 
area.

Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee met Gov-
ernor K N Tripathi in 
Kolkata and briefed him 
about the situation in the 
hills.

The state government 
has removed Donbosco 
Lepcha, the secretary of 
the GTA, and appointed 
C Murugan as the new 
secretary, a noti ication 
issued by the Personnel 
and Administrative Re-
forms and e-Governance 
Department, yesterday, 
said.

The state government 
had recently replaced 
GTA Principal Secretary 
Ravi Inder Singh and 
brought in Barun Ray.

Justifying his party’s 
stand to break its alli-
ance with the TMC, Zim-
ba said, “The Gorkhas 
were ditched by succes-
sive state governments. 
We now feel that the at-
mosphere in the hills is 
fully conducive for the 
creation of a separate 
state.

“The GJM is also an 
ally of the NDA, which is 
in power at the Centre.”

He said, “It is true 
that we have differences 
among the players in the 
hills, but for the sake of 
the people we have de-
cided to keep aside our 
differences and ight for 

Gorkhaland.”
Gurung, who 

threatened to intensi-
fy the movement for 
Gorkhaland, asked tour-
ists not to visit the hill 
station as they might be 
inconvenienced.

“I will not welcome 
the tourists because 
they may face problems. 
There will be agitation, 
bandh in the hills...

“Inde inite bandh has 
been called in the gov-
ernment and the GTA 
of ices. The movement 
for Gorkhaland will be 
intensi ied,” he said.

Gurung said that he 
will shortly resign from 
the post of the GTA chief 
executive but the GJM 
MLAs and the municipal 
councillors will not step 
down.

State Tourism minis-
ter Gautam Deb slammed 
Gurung for his statement.

“Darjeeling is not 
anybody’s property. He 
should not make such ut-
terances. None is above 
the law,” he said.

Senior GNLF leader 
N B Chetri earlier said, 
“Why so many questions 
are raised over joining 
hands with the GJM? The 
TMC on several occa-
sions had joined hands 
with the BJP and the 
Congress. In politics such 
things do happen.”

He said, “We won’t al-
low an opportunist polit-
ical party like the TMC to 
bene it from the in ightig 
among various parties in 
the hills.”

GNLF snaps ties with TMC, joins
hands with stir spearhead GJM
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D  (WB), J  
14 (PTI): Gorkha Jan-
mukti Morcha (GJM) 
chief Bimal Gurung today 
threatened to intensify 
the movement for a sep-
arate Gorkhaland and 
urged the tourists not to 
visit Darjeeling as they 
might be inconvenienced.

“An inde inite bandh 
of the government and 
Gorkhaland Territorial 
Administration (GTA) 
of ices has been called. 
The movement for 
Gorkhaland will be inten-
si ied,” he said.

Gurung also said he 
would resign from the 
post of GTA chief execu-
tive shortly.

He, however, added 
that the GJM MLAs will 

not resign from the West 
Bengal Assembly.

Gurung cautioned 
the tourists saying they 
should stay away from 
the hill station as they 
might be inconvenienced 
due to the ongoing politi-
cal unrest there.

“I will not welcome 
the tourists as they may 
face problems. There will 
be protests and strikes in 
the hills,” he added.

State Tourism Minis-
ter Gautam Deb slammed 
the GJM chief for his 
statement.

“Darjeeling is not 
a property of anybody. 
He (Gurung) should not 
make such statements. 
No one is above the law,” 
he said.

Gurung threatens to
intensify Gorkhaland 

movement

SUMMIT REPORT
K , 14 J :

Amidst a massive se-
curity bandobast, 

the Trinamool Congress 
councillors elected to 
the Kalimpong munici-
pality who had skipped 
the last oath-taking cer-
emony held on 30 May 

were sworn in today at 
the District Magistrate’s 
of ice here today by the 
Sub Divisional Of icer, 
Nirmalaya Gharami. 

Bhim Agrawal from 
ward number 09 and Asif 
Ahmed Ansari from ward 
number 12 took their 
oaths today despite the 

call of the Gorkha Jan-
mukti Morcha to cease 
all operations at central 
and state government 
of ices. The SDO of ice 
reportedly had 90% at-
tendance of employees 
for the oath-taking cere-
mony today. 

Signi icantly, today 

was the third day of the 
of ice bandh called by the 
Morcha.  

On the streets today, 
there was noticeably 
lighter activity by GJM 
supporters compared to 
the past few days. The 
DM has clamped Section 
144 here.

TMC councillors take oath of
of ice in Kalimpong

A , J  14 (PTI): 
Mizoram Chief Minister 
Lal Thanhawla today 
set up a high-level com-
mittee chaired by state 
Home minister R Lalzir-
liana to assess the lood 
situation in the state 
where eight persons 
have died.

Several other north 
eastern states are taking 
stock of the situation fol-
lowing incessant rains 
since the last three days, 
which has triggered lash 
loods and landslides.

Lal Thanhawla said 
other members of the 
panel will be state Fi-
nance minister Lalsawta, 
Disaster Management 
minister C Ngurlianchun-
ga and representatives of 
NGOs.

The swollen Khawth-
langtuipui river has sub-
merged over 350 houses 
in Tlabung sub-division 
in Lunglei where eight 
persons died after lash 
loods caused by heavy 

rainfall wrecked havoc 
yesterday.

Disaster Manage-
ment and Rehabilitation 
department of icials es-
timated that over 2,000 
families were affected by 
the loods.

The chief minister 
said the government has 
been collecting detailed 
information from all dis-
tricts and is yet to receive 
a full report due to snag 
in communication lines.

The whole of south 
Mizoram - Serchhip, 
Lunglei, Lawngtlai and 
Siaha districts and east-

ern Champhai district 
bordering Myanmar re-
mained cut off from the 
rest of the country for the 
third day today due land-
slides at many places.

Landslides at sever-
al places in Aizawl city 
prompted the state gov-
ernment authorities to 
evacuate over 50 build-
ings and shift around 100 
families to safer places.

Around 10 buildings 
have submerged in the 
swelling waters of the 
Tlawng river.

Power supply lines 
have snapped and tele-
communication network 
remained disrupted in 
the state capital due to 
landslides and heavy 
rains.

In Assam, the dis-
tricts of Lakhimpur, Dar-
rang and Hailakandi have 
been hit by loods affect-
ing nearly 14,000 peo-
ple in 39 villages there, 
a report from the Assam 
State Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (ASDMA) 
stated today.

Over 400 hectares of 
farmland with standing 
crops have been inundat-
ed due to incessant rains 
in the three districts.

In Hailakandi district, 
two breaches in embank-
ments have occurred 
in Rajeswarpur Part I 
and VII due to the rising 
waters of Katakhal riv-
er, while the Sunacher-
ra-Rupacherra road has 
been closed as swelling 
waters of the Dhaleswari 
river have submerging it, 
the ASDMA report said.

Flash loods
in NE states, Mizoram

worst hit
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ZAFRI MUDASSER 
NOFIL
N  D , J  14 
(PTI): Celebrated UK-
based painter- author 
Balraj Khanna was seven 
at the time of Partition 
and the traumatic event 
had such a deep impact 
on him that he said to 
himself then he would 
write a book about it one 
day.

And nearly 70 sum-
mers later, Khanna has 
come out with “Line 
of Blood”, which poi-
gnantly captures the 
pangs of the subconti-
nent’s vivisection.

Published by Palimp-
sest, the book is an evo-
cation of the trauma and 
tension in the bordering 
areas of Punjab in the 
months before Partition 
in 1947 with dark and 
demonic passions pitted 
against the values of san-
ity and tolerance.

Khanna says the Parti-
tion affected his family in 
the small mostly Muslim 
town of Qadian (Ahmadi, 
now proscribed in Paki-
stan) horrendously and it 
was then that he decided 
to write about it one day 
when he grew up.

“I had to live all these 
years to write the ac-
count of the Punjab in 
the throes of Partition,” 
he says.

“In due course, it be-
came clear to me that it 
would not be a political 
or historical tome, but 
one of total iction deal-
ing with common Indians 
- Hindus (in minority in 
that little town of Qadi-
an circa 1947), Muslims 
and Sikhs - who had lived 
there as wonderfully ad-
justed neighbours,” he 
says.

“It was a genre more 
suited to my thinking 
and expression. My writ-
ing took decades to take 
the shape which ‘Line of 
Blood’ has recently as-
sumed,” Khanna told PTI.

The characters in 
“Line of Blood” are real 
and some of them are 
his immediate family 
members. The events 
are totally based on his 
recollection. He didn’t do 
any research work for his 
book except what he read 
about that tragic period 
in world history.

Khanna says now the 
events relating to Parti-
tion do not haunt him as 
such.

“But I continue to be 
amazed and disturbed 
by the fact of it, that is, by 
the dangerously supine 
attitudes of our leaders 
of the time that they al-
lowed it to happen with 
their eyes wide open. 
Perhaps they were shut,” 
he says.

Asked what effect the 
artist in him has on his 
writings, he says, “As an 
artist, I tend to think in 
colours largely.

Events acquire pig-
mentations of their own. 
Joy and happiness come 
in combinations of pri-
mary colours largely. 
Sadness and sorrow 
bring heavy colours like 
black, blue, grey and 
deep tertiaries.”

Khanna won the Win-
ifred Holtby Prize in 1984 
for “Nation of Fools”, 
which was adjudged one 
of the best 200 novels 
in English since 1950 in 
The Modern Library by 
Carmen Callil and Colm 
Toibin. As an artist, he 
has been compared with 
Paul Klee and Joan Miro.

MONA PARTHSARATHI
R , J  14 (PTI): Daily 
wager Rajeshwari Devi and Bee-
na Devi, a worker in agricultur-
al ields, struggled to make ends 
meet but thanks to a sanitation ini-
tiative, they have now become not 
only small-time entrepreneurs but 
are also ensuring that the villagers 
embrace hygiene.

They are a part of a group of 
25 women from Lal Dhang in Mithi 
Beri gram panchayat and sur-
rounding villages in Haridwar dis-
trict of Uttarakhand and belong to 
extremely poor families.

They have joined the Women 
for WASH (Water, Sanitation and 
Hygiene for All) initiative which is 
to enable women from villages and 
slums to become entrepreneurs.

Together, they are assembling 
to build toilets, sell toilets and 
wage their own local revolution 
against pollution, hardship and 
disease by helping to ensure their 
neighbours embrace, and have ac-
cess to toilets and clean water.

“We have faced problems of not 
having a toilet at home.

So when they approached us 
for the project, we immediately 

said yes. We belong to a conserva-
tive society, so people opposed our 

decision to step out of the house 
for this,” says Beena.

She says she is happy that the 
women have learnt something 
which will enable them to have a 
better future for the kids.

Rajeshwari also says that the 
hurdles did not demoralise them 
and now they are looking forward 
to build toilets in nearby villag-
es after receiving training at the 
World Toilet College at Parmarth 
Niketan here.

They all attended a training pro-
gramme in January and build the 
irst toilets this month in Veerpur.

“Now we can build twin pit 
pour lush toilets on our own.

We have just built toilets in 
Veerpur village in Rishikesh which 
has been commissioned as Ganga 
gram now,” says Rajeshwari.

Two villages on the bank of river 
Ganga -- Veerpur Khurd in Dehradun 
and Mala in Pauri Garhwal -- were 
adopted by the Union Drinking Wa-
ter and Sanitation Ministry for mak-
ing them model Ganga villages, in 

collaboration with Global Interfaith 
WASH Alliance (GIWA) this month.

The next step for the women is 
to learn about bio digester toilets. 
They will also have their own bro-
chures soon for getting employ-
ment in other villages or states.

“They can work only during 
the non-agriculture season and 
some villages are in remote areas 
where it is dif icult to reach during 
monsoon. These are some hurdles 
but the women are determined to 
overcome these and earn self em-
ployment,” says Samuel Herbert, 
the ield of icer associated with 
the project.

“These women are a role mod-
el for others with this sanitation 
revolution. They will now learn to 
build bio digester toilets which is 
a simple, low-cost technology for 
treating human waste and can aid 
in putting an end to open defeca-
tion and manual scavenging in the 
country,” says Chidanand Saraswa-
ti, co-founder and co-chairman of 
GIWA. 

Women in U’khand village ight penury to become entrepreneurs

Noted UK-based
artist Balraj Khanna

pens book on
Partition

KUSHAN SARKAR
B , J  14 (PTI): 
Professionalism will be pitted 
against passion when defend-
ing champions India square off 
with Bangladesh in the second 
semi- inal of the ICC Champi-
ons Trophy, here tomorrow.

On paper, India are over-
whelming favourites against 
the next door neighbours but 
in a game of glorious uncertain-
ties, it will be foolhardy to count 
Bangladesh out of equation.

Especially after their inspi-
rational ‘come from behind’ 
victory against New Zealand 
that paved the way for their 
semi- inal berth.

India, after a clinical per-
formance against South Afri-
ca, would like to maintain the 
same intensity against a team 
that could prove to be a pro-
verbial banana peel for them.

Batsmen in form, bowlers on 
target and ielding top notch -- 
Virat Kohli’s men have covered 
all bases so far and Mashrafe 
Mortaza’s men -- after their 
lucky entry into semi- inals -- 
will have to pull off something 
really special at the Edgbaston 
Cricket Ground tomorrow.

For India, nothing short of a 
place in the summit round will 
satisfy them while Bangladesh 
are standing at the cusp of what 
could be the biggest day in their 
cricketing history, if they man-
age to pull off a victory.

A victory for India will be 
par for the course for which they 
won’t possibly get the credit that 
one gets for beating Australia, 

South Africa or England.
But a defeat will lead to un-

paralleled criticism from fans 
and critics alike with some of 
the uncomfortable behind the 
scene happenings (like the al-
leged Anil Kumble-Virat Kohli 
rift) again raising their head.

It will be interesting to see 
if India retain Ravichandran 
Ashwin or bring Umesh Yadav 
back as his pace scared the 
Bangladeshi batsmen during 
their 240-run thrashing in a 
warm-up game.

In case of Bangladesh, their 
aim will be to repeat the per-
formance of the 2007 World 
Cup of opener in Port of Spain 
-- still a ‘Red Letter Day’ in 
cricketing history.

Four members of that side 
-- skipper Mashrafe Mortaza, 
Shakib Al Hasan, Mush iqur 
Rahim and Tamim Iqbal -- are 
stars of this current line-up.

One day cricket is one for-
mat where perhaps Bangla-
desh have the best chance of 
beating India. This is a format 
which is neither too long like 
Test cricket where temper-

ament is challenged nor too 
short like T20 where quick-on-
the-feet innovation is required.

Fifty overs is adequate time 
in which the tiny nation have 
gained its mojo in the past 3 
years building a reasonably 
good unit that can put up a ight.

They have shown they 
could do that during the 2015 
home series which they won 
2-1, thanks to the then teenage 
sensation Musta izur Rahaman 
and his deadly cutters.

But the 50-over India ver-
sus Bangladesh contests have 
never been short of drama -- 
thanks to the overtly passion-
ate fans and media.

‘Tigers’, as they are referred 
to have such a passionate fol-
lowing that their country’s me-
dia has been successfully able 
to ‘marry’ nationalism with 
cricket taking it to an altogeth-
er different level.

An interesting anecdote 
will reveal how cricket and na-
tionalism has been inter-linked 
in Bangladesh’s social life and 
even cricketers have been vol-
untarily a part of it.

It is learnt that the entire 
Bangladesh team was watching 
the England versus Australia 
game together. Once England’s 
victory ensured Bangladesh’s 
quali ication, their strike bowl-
er Taskin Ahmed started sing-
ing a popular song with others 
joining in chorus.

The song is the extreme-
ly popular Bengali rendition 
‘Amra Korbo Joy’ of Pete See-
ger’s iconic ‘We Shall Over-
come’. The entire team joined 
in chorus and they uploaded 
the video on facebook, which 
acquired millions of hits.

Bangladeshis treat cricket 
as more than a game. If cricket 
is religion in India, it’s beyond 
that in Bangladesh.

It’s a getaway from all the 
worries of poverty, unemploy-
ment and other teething issues.

The 2015 World Cup quar-
ter- inal against India at the 
MCG still sticks out like a sore 
thumb for the Bangladesh 
players and fans alike.

They still believe that Ro-
hit Sharma was out as Rubel 
Hossain bowled a perfectly le-
gal delivery. One can’t justify 
that given that even if 40 runs 
were deducted from Rohit’s 
inal score of 137, Bangladesh 

would have still lost that game.
They believe that Mahmud-

ullah Riyadh could have won 
them the match had Shikhar 
Dhawan’s contentious claim for 
a catch at the boundary line not 
been upheld by the umpires.

The one-run defeat at 
Bangalore in a ICC World T20 

match last year still hurts them 
bad -- a testimony to which 
was Mush iqur Rahim’s class-
less tweet after India’s semi- i-
nal departure.

The former skipper had to 
delete it after instructions from 
the Bangladesh Cricket Board.

While coach Chandika Ha-
thurusingha tries to instill some 
sense of calmness playing the 
‘underdog card’, there are peo-
ple in Bangladesh camp, who 
already, in their dreams, have 
set their foot in the inal.

Just man to man -- Bangla-
desh are no match for the Indi-
an team despite having quality 
in their ranks.

The opening pair of Shikhar 
Dhawan and Rohit Sharma are 
far better than Tamim Iqbal 
or Soumya Sarkar. However, 
Tamim has been in good form 
in the tournament despite a 
strike-rate in mid 70s. No one 
in their dreams would compare 
Imrul Kayes or Sabbir Rahaman 
with Virat Kohli’s class.

Mahendra Singh Dhoni is 
a legend in 50-overs cricket 
where Mush iqur Rahim is still 
an inconsistent player.

Mahmudullah Riyadh is a 
gutsy match-winner but Yuvraj 
Singh playing his 300th match 
is in a different league.

Mashrafe, Taskin, Rubel 
and Musta izur are a good at-
tack on a given day and that’s 
Bangladesh’s best chance to 
upset India. But even there, 
Bhuvneshwar Kumar, Jasprit 
Bumrah, Hardik Pandya have 
more quality.

Con ident India face tricky Bangladesh
test in CT semi- inal

KUSHAN SARKAR
B , J  14 (PTI): 
He was a storehouse of talent 
at the onset, a rare blend of 
grace and power, but for the 
better part of his 17-year-ca-
reer, Yuvraj Singh has been an 
enigma as well as a paradox in 
Indian cricket.

Standing on the cusp of his 
300th One-day International, it 
still remains a dif icult task to 
describe Yuvraj in a nutshell.

He is only the ifth Indian 
cricketer -- after Mohammed 
Azharuddin, Sachin Tendulkar, 
Sourav Ganguly and Rahul Dra-
vid -- to achieve the rare mile-
stone. The 40 Test matches that 
he has played will not be able to 
tell the story of a cricketer, who, 
inarguably, will rank among In-
dia’s greatest ever match-win-
ners in limited overs cricket. 
And that list isn’t too big.

Kapil Dev, Tendulkar and 
Mahendra Singh Dhoni are the 
names that immediately come 
to mind when one talks about 
match winners in the shorter 
versions. And that’s the paradox.

At times, it seemed as if 
there were two Yuvrajs resid-

ing in one single player.
On one hand, there was 

a ‘Yuvraj 1.0’, who, as an 18- 
year- old, was not intimidat-
ed by Glenn McGrath, Brett 
Lee and Jason Gillespie at 
their peak in his irst ODI 
innings.

That was the Yuvraj, who 
won India a Natwest Trophy 
inal at the ‘Home of Cricket’ 

when all seemed lost. And 
remember in 2002, chasing 
320 plus total was a depar-
ture from the set norm of 
what were considered im-
possible in 50-over cricket 
back then.

And that was the Yuvraj, 
who scored a classic 139 at 
Sydney against an attack com-
prising Lee, Gillespie and Andy 
Bichel.

But then there was also the 
‘Yuvraj 2.0’, which could never 
crack the Test code. Some at-
tribute it to a lack of temper-
ament while others say that 
his best years coincided with 
Ganguly’s second coming in 
Test cricket and only one could 
have played at that No. 5 slot. 
And Ganguly, at that point, was 

a better Test player.
He showed, occasionally, 

lashes of brilliance but when-
ever the white ball would 
change to red SG, kookaburra 
or dukes, there was nothing 
princely about Yuvraj’s batting.

The self doubts crept in 
while facing the spinners, es-
pecially off-break bowlers like 
Sri Lankan great Muttiah Mu-
ralitharan, who got the ball 
to turn away from the left- 
handers. There were a couple 
of Test centuries against Pa-
kistan, but never could he ce-

ment his place.
It was white ball cricket 

where he found his mojo, and 
Yuvraj held his own with his 
immense contribution in In-
dia’s two World Cup triumphs.

The six sixes off Stuart 
Broad during the inaugural 
World T20 in 2007 was the 
catalyst for Lalit Modi to sell 
the ‘Great Indian Dream’ to 
the world -- the IPL -- that was 
lush with cash.

Winning the tournament 
helped it gain impetus and 
those sixes sown the seeds of 
an alternate brand of cricket.

But, strangely, Yuvraj could 
never become a T20 legend as 
his IPL stats can’t even remote-
ly match that of Suresh Raina.

But till T20 cricket is there, 
Yuvraj will stay in everyone’s 
collective consciousness. 
That’s why Yuvraj will remain 
an enigma!

And then came the big one 
2011 World Cup. Mahendra 
Singh Dhoni’s six has a recall 
value -- being shown million 
times -- just like Kapil Dev’s 
catch off Vivian Richards in the 
1983 inal.

But, perhaps, one of the 
biggest reasons for India’s vic-
tory was the 15 wickets and 
300 odd runs that Yuvraj took.

As he went about his task 
Yuvraj coughed blood, couldn’t 
eat, and was totally unaware 
that he was suffering from a 
rare germ cell cancer.

“He has been an inspiration, 
a champion on and off the ield 
and you respect him for that,” 
skipper Virat Kohli recently 
said about the senior-most 
cricketer in the team.

The battle against germ cell 
cancer was the biggest he has 
fought in his life. It was tough-
er than a Lee yorker or a James 
Anderson outswinger.

The phases of life that he has 
gone through, anyone else would 
have been happy to survive, but 
Yuvraj wanted to play on.

He made a comeback and 
it was an emotionally over-
whelming feeling. But after 
every high, there is a low, and 
Yuvraj’s was the 2014 World 
T20 inal against Sri Lanka 
in Dhaka. He scored 11 off 21 
balls and India lost the match 
as he couldn’t accelerate.

Yuvraj @300: Decoding one of India’s greatest ever ODI players
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TRIBAL PLOT FOR 
SALE: Land situated at 
Jorethang Road, Nam-
chi [backside] touches 
Tinzer road measuring 
70ftx200 ft approximate-
ly is available for imme-
diate sale. For details 
contact: 85097-06344, 
973312662.

FLAT FOR RENT: 
2BHK including toi-
let-bathroom, located 
above Accountant Gen-
eral’s quarters, Devel-
opment Area. Contact 
9734764711 for details.

NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
SINGAM PLATINUM MORNING DEAR SINCERE EVENING

Draw time: 11:55 am onwards Draw time: 08:00 pm onwards
Draw No:7 DrawDate on:14/06/17 Draw No:112 DrawDate on:14/06/17

1st Prize Rs.10 Lakhs/- 91E 50334 1st Prize Rs.50 Lakhs/- 85J 45309
    (Including Super Prize Amt)     (Including Super Prize Amt)

Cons. Prize Rs.9,100/- 50334 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 45309 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9,000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
00044 10312 14426 15103 23328 04546 06042 08590 23591 26417
51859 60498 73469 78768 97674 28007 48403 75921 77446 85312
3rd Prize Rs.500/- 3rd Prize  Rs.9000/-
0339 0921 2175 2236 3581 4101 5222 7682 9117 9305 11093 34464 49099 53567 56112
4th Prize Rs.300/- 60130 69389 80469 82896 85346
0048 0464 0533 2855 4397 6290 7010 8376 8498 8828 4th Prize Rs.1000/-
5th Prize Rs.130/- 0348 1539 1736 3839 4518 4973 5039 5048 9776 9967
0005 0097 0233 0292 0486 0494 0751 0890 1016 1032 5th Prize Rs.600/-
1096 1276 1396 1429 1457 1664 1703 1839 2028 2066 1190 1628 3125 4273 4925 5618 6021 7058 8287 9511
2083 2207 2565 2832 2899 3216 3399 3408 3533 3586 6th Prize Rs.250/-
3616 3681 3695 3702 3833 3863 3910 3944 4067 4094 0095 0212 0303 0371 0441 0532 0561 1110 1440 1459
4134 4146 4240 4327 4338 4561 4574 4744 4810 4847 1478 1489 1517 1533 1538 1763 1899 1952 1993 2013
4890 4909 5123 5186 5240 5283 5329 5440 5463 5521 2046 2115 2149 2276 2428 2477 2659 2702 2730 2740
5729 5833 5899 6000 6285 6312 6337 6368 6457 6480 2787 3019 3107 3156 3319 3519 3989 4028 4088 4155
6630 6684 7126 7130 7160 7359 7411 7512 7531 7612 4270 4348 4386 4417 4781 4931 4958 4988 5073 5164
7625 7711 7909 8011 8350 8403 8488 8500 8556 8627 5360 5429 5461 5509 5599 5747 5791 5924 5959 5970
9014 9209 9210 9327 9335 9465 9555 9570 9781 9988 5988 5998 6209 6213 6218 6831 6972 7051 7113 7195
Issued by: 7261 7274 7307 7317 7414 7544 7634 7825 7853 8051
The Director, Nagaland State Lotteries, Kohima, Nagaland. 8090 8362 8363 8415 8456 8513 8628 8649 8849 9050
For Results, please visit: www.nagalandlotteries.com 9153 9243 9354 9364 9387 9409 9459 9482 9648 9806

KINDLY CHECK THE RESULTS WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE.

DEAR FORTUNE SINGAM VIGOR EVENING
Draw No:48 DrawDate on:14/06/17 Draw No:19 DrawDate on:14/06/17

1st Prize Rs.50 Lakhs/- 82B 82771 1st Prize Rs.10 Lakhs/- 98L 04173
(Including Super Prize Amt)  (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 82771 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9,100/- 04173 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/- 2nd Prize Rs.9,000/-
07372 23499 37620 38300 48889 02526 10846 16686 24141 28793
49239 50766 66883 88856 96055 33232 33904 51553 73884 76803
3rd Prize  Rs.9000/- 3rd Prize Rs.500/-
18863 26380 26855 44346 47805 0252 1537 2018 2449 2840 5389 6256 6802 7393 8570
56305 57985 77615 78191 99322 4th Prize Rs.300/-
4th Prize Rs.1000/- 0753 2972 4330 4547 5064 5261 7676 8374 9081 9646
0625 0822 3942 6965 8413 8611 8870 9287 9521 9591 5th Prize Rs.130/-
5th Prize Rs.600/- 0012 0099 0135 0151 0296 0303 0308 0420 0450 0455
0712 0856 1626 1631 2889 3670 3946 4554 6614 7724 0496 0565 0635 0780 0909 1014 1053 1114 1433 1449
6th Prize Rs.250/- 1481 1561 1640 1684 1757 1825 1985 1995 2022 2222
0003 0033 0067 0200 0234 0240 0313 0361 0406 0430 2349 2500 2543 2660 2799 2916 2991 3034 3127 3133
0463 0550 0590 0653 0871 0997 1028 1131 1242 1296 3158 3218 3369 3413 3556 3579 3678 3710 3747 3814
1306 1473 1528 1529 1532 1665 1787 1883 2203 2289 3882 3890 3937 4074 4123 4329 4342 4595 5075 5088
2312 2397 2500 2591 2706 2782 3233 3339 3575 3708 5355 5413 5418 5483 5489 5656 5671 5694 5873 5999
3850 4082 4126 4185 4398 4490 4528 4792 4912 5086 6112 6139 6222 6225 6301 6426 6644 6708 6790 6827
5169 5348 5412 5490 5539 5589 5659 5668 5847 5981 7065 7218 7395 7537 7548 7562 7760 7861 7871 8286
6008 6052 6149 6187 6268 6360 6481 6562 6603 6795 8339 8736 9029 9110 9166 9213 9519 9691 9740 9848
6936 6955 6994 7034 7232 7336 7419 7486 7680 7762 Issued by:
7793 8502 8894 8922 9163 9276 9325 9389 9405 9427 The Director, Sikkim State Lotteries, Deorali-737102
9434 9599 9680 9763 9793 9827 9840 9859 9883 9888 Please visit: www.sikkimlotteries.com

SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES

KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE

MIZORAM STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR FALCON MORNING
Draw No:44 DrawDate on:14/06/17

1st Prize Rs.50 Lakhs/- 92J 27537
    (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 27537 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
15362 20468 32468 61288 67000
68408 78696 87330 88571 93398
3rd Prize  Rs.9000/-
03456 10049 33576 47895 60248
61845 64582 89432 94199 99261
4th Prize Rs.1000/-
1199 1989 2668 3250 3669 5536 5609 8295 9601 9710
5th Prize Rs.600/-
0649 1169 1595 1888 5091 6540 6741 7370 8692 9462
6th Prize Rs.250/-
0062 0154 0157 0175 0216 0222 0517 0616 0657 0694
0841 0941 1180 1228 1302 1407 1428 1596 1786 1827
1885 2025 2052 2075 2131 2139 2281 2294 2413 2505
2796 2865 3290 3520 3818 3834 3849 4107 4167 4303
4386 4448 4496 4517 4600 4777 4827 5020 5166 5185
5372 5788 5865 6180 6221 6470 6485 6497 6562 6955
6982 7045 7061 7124 7234 7567 7574 7580 7630 7867
7874 7948 7963 8015 8116 8197 8303 8304 8435 8457
8463 8475 8476 8503 8514 8649 8765 8777 8839 8865
8888 8916 8943 9008 9078 9291 9440 9674 9683 9901
Issued by: 
The Director, Mizoram State Lotteries,
For results please visit: www.mizoramlotteries.com

SHAKTHI GANAPATHY TULA RASI
Draw No:94 DrawDate on:14/06/17 Draw No:94 DrawDate on:14/06/17

1st Prize Rs.10,000/- A 01151 1st Prize Rs.10,000/- A 03602
2nd Prize Rs.5,000/- 2nd Prize Rs.5,000/-
1096 1818 2473 3274 3339 3517 3732 4064 5481 6001 0269 1085 1619 1962 3250 5291 6845 8285 8296 9192
3rd Prize Rs.500/- 3rd Prize Rs.500/-
1227 2757 2770 3600 4293 5288 5301 7736 7785 8756 0273 0683 2518 5065 5711 6667 7741 7968 8745 9872
4th Prize Rs.250/- 4th Prize Rs.250/-
0052 1063 1849 2009 2405 3578 3914 5057 5932 9116 0148 1228 2265 3302 3718 5798 6268 7902 8068 9501
5th Prize Rs.100/- 5th Prize Rs.100/-
0147 0399 1596 2387 3218 3312 3537 4399 5581 7016 0589 1614 5076 5144 5826 6151 6180 6924 8288 8608
6th Prize Rs.50/- 6th Prize Rs.50/-
0047 1340 2044 2739 3917 5029 5897 6959 8434 9266 0035 0989 1712 2643 3791 5075 5697 6714 8250 9235
0166 1394 2119 2946 4206 5115 6049 7447 8512 9412 0086 1037 1878 2680 4007 5187 5873 6918 8482 9252
0174 1459 2229 2957 4252 5209 6098 7754 8564 9570 0105 1064 1968 2714 4137 5230 6062 7071 8492 9320
0215 1667 2300 3080 4617 5300 6129 7787 8795 9617 0127 1104 2036 2789 4172 5260 6155 7076 8521 9352
0348 1682 2363 3137 4654 5338 6201 7793 8861 9658 0210 1230 2327 2865 4230 5389 6176 7200 8553 9487
0517 1840 2410 3405 4699 5439 6238 7901 8920 9679 0309 1241 2385 3360 4320 5490 6285 7262 8750 9503
0552 1854 2502 3596 4874 5523 6326 8181 9046 9803 0442 1282 2387 3419 4590 5491 6423 7730 8768 9621
0562 1875 2520 3706 4899 5657 6469 8187 9091 9911 0559 1367 2418 3434 4804 5514 6518 7733 9037 9672
0855 1910 2673 3798 5005 5676 6542 8374 9145 9914 0900 1483 2558 3564 4847 5660 6542 7795 9052 9754
0975 2016 2699 3870 5026 5894 6664 8423 9190 9933 0912 1646 2578 3653 4974 5694 6661 7904 9096 9990

A R U N A C H A L   P R A D E S H   S T A T E   L O T T E R I E S 

Issued by: The Commissioner, Arunachal Pradesh State Lotteries, Itanagar.

NEELABH SRIVASTAVA
N  D , J  14 
(PTI): Counterfeit cur-
rency detection instanc-
es in the country’s bank-
ing channels have seen 
an all time increase in 
the last eight years at 
over 3.53 lakh instances, 
according to a latest gov-
ernment report.

All banks, either 
public sector, private 
and foreign banks in the 
country, are mandated 
to report such instances 
to the Financial Intelli-
gence Unit (FIU) under 
anti-money laundering 
law provisions.

“The number of 
counterfeit currency re-
ports (CCRs) increased 
from a mere 8,580 in 
2007-08 to 35,730 in 
2008-09 and 3,53,837 in 
2014-15,” the report, ac-
cessed by PTI, said.

However, the amount 
of fake currency detected 
has not been speci ied.

CCR is de ined as 
the usage of a forged 
or counterfeit curren-

cy note or bank note as 
genuine or where any 
forgery of a valuable se-
curity or a document has 
taken place during a cash 
transaction at a bank.

As per the data com-
plied since 2007-08, 
when the government 
irst mandated the FIU 

to receive such reports 
under the Prevention 
of Money Laundering 
Act (PMLA) from banks, 
the year 2009-10 saw 
reportage of 1,27,781 
CCR, in 2010-11 it was 
2,51,448, in 2011-12 it 
was 3,27,382, in 2012-
13 they were 3,62,371 
and in 2013-14 a total of 
3,01,804 such instances 
were reported.

The data for 2010-11 
to 2014-15 shows that 
the major chunk of these 
reports, at over 90 per 
cent, were iled by private 
Indian banks and a ma-
jority of them pertain to 
usage of fake Indian cur-
rency notes (FICN) and 
not any other valuable 
security as de ined under 

the CCR terminology.
“The private Indian 

banks contribute major-
ity of CCRs.

The compliance lev-
els of the public sector 
banks continued to be 
low despite the matter 
having been taken up 
with the RBI,” the report 
said.

It added that during 
the “review” of public 
sector banks on this is-
sue, the best practices of 
private Indian banks in 
detection and reporting 
of counterfeit currency 
notes were highlighted.

A senior Finance 
Ministry of icial put the 
igures in perspective: 

“CCRs are meant to check 
the menace and extent of 
FICN entering the bank-
ing system which forms 
a very important part 
of the functioning of the 
economy.

“While the igures of 
the eight years, since the 
regime of reportage of 
such incidents irst be-
gan, have shown an in-

creasing trend, it is good 
that the banks are in-
creasingly able to detect 
them and report to the 
FIU,” the of icial said.

The FIU under the 
Union inance minis-
try, acts as the national 
agency to provide inan-
cial intelligence to law 
enforcement agencies 
for safeguarding the 
economy from abuses 
of money laundering, 
terrorist inancing and 
other offences, further 
disseminates this data to 
investigative agencies to 
ascertain the source of 
the FICN and undertake 
legal action under crim-
inal laws aimed to check 
money laundering and 
black money.

The report, however, 
did not talk about the re-
sults after the CCRs were 
handed over to probe 
agencies like the Nation-
al Investigation Agency 
(NIA), the Directorate 
of Revenue Intelligence 
and others.

The report said the 

FIU, during 2014-15 
also received a total of 
58,646 suspicious trans-
action reports (STRs) 
from all types of banks, 
inancial institutions like 

insurance companies, 
intermediaries like stock 
brokers and additional 
non- inancial businesses 
and professions like ca-
sinos and private locker 
operators.

The STRs in the lat-
est data compiled year of 
2014-15 were the second 
highest after 61,953 such 
reports were received by 
the FIU in 2013-14.

A suspicious transac-
tion, under PMLA, is de-
ined as any transaction 

that either indicates that 
it has been made in cir-
cumstances of unusual or 
unjusti ied complexity or 
appears to have no eco-
nomic rationale or bona-
ide purpose.

The de inition is also 
applicable to those trans-
actions that give rise to a 
reasonable ground of sus-
picion that it may involve 

inancing of the activities 
relating to terrorism.

As per data, the max-
imum STRs are reported 
to the FIU by banks as 
compared to any other 
inancial intermediary 

mandated to do so in the 
country.

Acting on these STRs, 
the report said, “the 
CBDT (Income Tax De-
partment) detected un-
accounted income of Rs 
4,471.65 crore while it 
seized assets worth Rs 65 
crore, the Customs and 
Service Tax department 
detected tax evasion to 
the tune of Rs 21.59 crore 
and the Enforcement Di-
rectorate detected and 
seized proceeds of crime 
to the tune of Rs 25 crore 
during 2014-15.”

The agency also re-
ceived over 3.4 lakh 
cross-border wire transfer 
reports (CBWTR) during 
the said time period.

A CBWTR pertains to 
any money transfer of Rs 
5 lakh and above or its 
equivalent in foreign cur-

Fake currency detection in banks
swell to max in 8 yrs: Report

rency where either the 
origin or destination of 
fund is India.

The central inancial 
intelligence agency irst 
started getting these re-
ports from February, 2014.

The FIU, the report 
said, possesses informa-
tion of about 2.5 crore 
unique persons with 
average relationship of 
nearly 8.5 per person 
and thirteen transactions 
for each account. 

South Korea is hoping to ease regional tensions with a joint bid to host the 2030 World Cup with North Korea, China and Japan. 
The South and North remain locked in a decade’s long con lict, Japan has no diplomatic relations with North Korea, while China 

is Pyongyang’s only regional ally but has tense relations with Tokyo. South Korea’s football association said that it wanted to pursue 
talks with the neighbors about the possibility of hosting the tournament. “We want to start discussions with China and Japan on this 
idea,” a spokesman for the Korea Football Association (KFA) said.

FLAT AVAILABLE FOR 
COMMERCIAL OPERATIONS: A 
fl at measuring around 3,000 sq ft 
across an entire fl oor; conveniently 
located on the roadside and ideal 
for development into a showroom, 
bank or corporate offi ce, is 
available for rent at Church Road, 
DPH. The property is available 
for immediate occupation and 
can also be developed to suit 
the requirements of prospective 
tenants. Contact 9434117687

N  D , J  13 
(PTI): Amid oppo-
sition to its move to 
select PhD and MPhil 
candidates solely 
on the basis of an 
interview, Delhi Uni-
versity today said 
it would just be an 
interaction to bring 
all students on the 
same platform.

Till last year, the 
varsity gave 85 per 
cent weightage to the 
written test and 15 per 
cent to the interview.

“It will be better 
to call it an interac-
tion, where a student 
and the faculty will 
talk about each oth-
er’s requirements,” 
Maharaj K Pandir, 
chairperson of the 
Standing Committee 
on Admissions, said.

The university 
had yesterday an-
nounced that PhD 
aspirants with a fel-
lowship from UGC/
CSIR/NET or a cen-
tral government in-
stitute need not take 
the entrance exam, 
and those who do 
not have it will have 

to. However, they are 
all required to ap-
pear for interview.

“Students who 
do not have a fel-
lowship will take 
the entrance exam 
and then everyone 
will be on the same 
platform when they 
will appear for viva 
voce,” Pandit told.

Viva voce interac-
tion will not leave any 
scope for discrimina-
tion, he said.The com-
mittee chief said the 
reservation policy will 
be followed strictly.

Meanwhile, a sec-
tion of students con-
demned the varsity’s 
move to “make the 
written examination 
a mere quali ier”.

“It is a move which 
was rati ied neither in 
academic council nor 
in executive council of 
the university,” Vikas 
Bhadauria, president 
of Delhi unit of Stu-
dents Federation of In-
dia, said in a statement.

It will affect a 
number of students 
from marginalised 
sections, he added.

Viva voce for PhD, MPhil
courses will bring students

on same platform: DU
D , J  14 (PTI): A 
52-year-old Indian national, 
who has been illegaly living 
in the deserts of Saudi Ara-
bia for 24 years, will soon 
return to India after the gov-
ernment announced a 90-
day amnesty period, accord-
ing to a media report.

Gana Prakasam Raja-
mariyan came to Saudi Ara-
bia in August 1994 to work 
as a farm-hand in a remote 
village in Hail province.

Rajamariyan, hailing 
from Kanyakumari in Tamil 
Nadu, said he was paid only 
Saudi Riyal 100 a month for 
six months by his irst em-
ployer.

He was then “trans-
ferred” to another employer 
and a third a few months 
later. He has spent 24 years 
in the desert, without going 
home for once, a Saudi Ga-
zette report said.

“Of the three employers, 
I was not sure which one 
was my sponsor. Above all, 
I did not receive any sala-
ry from them, so I decided 
to abscond and live illegal-
ly out of compulsion,” the 
newspaper quoted Raja-
mariyan as saying.

He said his destiny was 
the deserts where he spent 

half of his life.
“My four daughters 

were very young when I left 
home. Now when I return, 
I have grandchildren of the 
same age,” he said.

Rajamariyan said he was 
able to marry off three of 
his four daughters with his 
earnings in Saudi Arabia. He 
said he did not own a house 
nor did he have the Adhaar 
card or a voter ID, all of 
which were introduced after 
he left the country.

He made his last phone 
call to his wife, Ronikyam, 
before she was admitted to 
hospital in 2015. After that 
he did not call her as she 
was not able to speak and 
died a year later.

Rajamariyan has com-
pleted all formalities for his 
return to India with the help 
of Hail-based social worker 
Sarfuddin Thayyil. He hopes 
to leave Saudi Arabia soon.

Thousands of Indian 
workers stranded in Sau-
di Arabia after travelling 
there illegally and those 
who overstayed their visas, 
including a large number 
from Tamil Nadu, are ready 
to return to India under a 
90-day amnesty period that 
the Saudi government has 

offered them.
“By approaching the 

passport departments to 
solve their status from 
March 29, illegal workers 
“will be exempt from the 
consequences associated 
with the deportee inger-
print system and will be able 
to return to the Kingdom on 
the condition of pursuing 
legal methods to gain entry,” 
the General Directorate of 
Passports (GDP) in Saudi 
Arabia had said last month.

Indian Ambassador to 
Saudi Arabia Ahmed Javed 
had reiterated that people 
listed as matloob (wanted) 
in criminal cases and those 
holding valid residence vi-
sas and passports were not 
covered by the amnesty.

Javed had appealed to 
all illegal residents to utilise 
the amnesty period to leave 
the country, saying they 
could come back to work le-
gally in Saudi Arabia at any 
time they wanted.

The Indian Embassy in 
Riyadh and the Consulate 
General in Jeddah received a 
total of 26,713 applications 
for emergency travel passes 
and issued 25,894 since the 
general amnesty was an-
nounced 56 days ago.

Indian to return home after
24 years in S Arabia
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EtCETERA

A R C T I C   C I R C L E  - HALLATT

B A B Y   B L U E S  - KIRKMAN & SCOTT

L O C K H O R N S  - HOEST & REINER

ARIES: When it comes to issues 
of love and romance, you’re like-
ly to be in a tough situation, Aries. 
The problem is that it may seem 
like there’s an element of detach-
ment developing. Your partner may 
be moving away from you instead 
of toward you. Either that, or you 
feel that he or she simply isn’t re-
lating to you as intimately as you’d 
like.  
TAURUS: Your self-confi dence 
will get you out of any sort of pick-
le you might be in today, Taurus. 
Try not to get too emotional about 
any issue. Make sure that you keep 
things light and energetic. If you 
seem to be stuck in the mud, don’t 
just sit there calling for help. Take 

the initiative to dig yourself out 
and move to higher ground.  
GEMINI: Try not to get too worked 
up over other people’s actions that 
don’t concern you, Gemini. Recent 
events may have triggered respons-
es from others that now have a seri-
ous eff ect on you. Take some time 
to really think about what part you 
wish to play in this drama. Is it in 
your best interests to get involved? 
It’s undoubtedly time to distance 
yourself from the situation.  
CANCER: Emotionally, you 
should feel good today, Cancer, 
so don’t let this confi dence go to 
waste. Do things with your sweet-
heart and turn the dial up on ro-

mance. Your inner light is shining 
brightly, so know that you can use 
this to illuminate the path for oth-
ers. Off er a sympathetic ear and 
comforting shoulder for someone 
to cry on tonight. People will be 
drawn to you like steel to a magnet.  
LEO: As much as you try to ex-
plain things, Leo, others simply 
aren’t going to see them with your 
same intensity and do-or-die ur-
gency. Be careful that you don’t 
contrive a series of far-out stories 
that only partially refl ect the truth. 
Make sure the picture you paint is 
accurate or else others may lose 
faith in your judgment.  
VIRGO: Feel free to ignite your 

passion with the help of the people 
around you, Virgo. Join with those 
who share similar dreams and make 
a plan for accomplishing whatever 
you choose. The more creative you 
can be with your planning, data col-
lecting, and execution, the better off  
you will be. The white-hot fi re with-
in you is ready to blaze.  
LIBRA: You may get caught up in 
gossip if you aren’t careful, Libra, 
and people may fi nd this off -put-
ting. The maturity level of the 
conversation is apt to drop signifi -
cantly if you insist on talking about 
others like they’re soap opera char-
acters. Build your self-confi dence 
so you’re comfortable and you 
don’t need to use other people’s 

lives as topics of discussion.  
SCORPIO: Your enthusiasm 
is contagious, Scorpio, and you 
should do what you can to share this 
feeling with others. In matters of 
the heart, have confi dence that you 
know exactly where you stand. You 
also have the map of the surround-
ing area and beyond. You have the 
ability to get to any place you want 
to go. Accept the power that comes 
from strong connections in you and 
with people around you.  
SAGITTARIUS: You may be at 
a high point right now and feeling 
very excited about things to come, 
Sagittarius. You probably antici-
pate but have only a vague notion 

of what’s just over the horizon. 
You may have a strong desire to 
rise high so you can see farther. In 
fact, you probably think that any 
place is better than your current 
spot. Have confi dence in your fu-
ture. It looks extremely bright.  
CAPRICORN: Let your heart be 
the reassuring force in your life today 
if diffi  cult emotional issues come to 
the surface, Capricorn. Your feelings 
are apt to be at a climactic point in 
your month. Your general sensitivity 
toward the world is heightened. Try 
not to get too weighed down by these 
inner stirrings.
AQUARIUS: Be open and com-
municative about your feelings 

today, Aquarius. Most people fi nd 
it easy to share facts or concrete in-
formation. The challenge is to share 
something from your heart. Don’t 
think that feelings always need to 
be kept secret. Just the opposite is 
true. Make sure you leave the chan-
nels open for emotional expression.      
PISCES: When you enter a room, 
Pisces, the dynamic suddenly 
changes. Your presence has a pow-
erful impact on other people. Don’t 
take it lightly. People may hang on 
your words like they’re listening to 
the queen address to her kingdom. 
Make sure the content of your 
speech refl ects the gravity of the 
situation. Make every word count.                                        
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15  JUNE
WORLD HISTORY
1667: Dr. Jean-Baptiste De-
nys conducted the irst ever 
human blood transfusion. 
He was a physician of King 
Louise XIV of France. 
1762: Austria adopted its 
irst paper currency. 

1775: During the Ameri-
can War of Independence, 
George Washington was ap-
pointed as the Commander 
in Chief of the American 
Army. 
1808: Joseph Bonaparte, 
the elder brother of Napo-
leon Bonaparte was made 
the ruler of Spain.
1888: Crown Prince Wil-
helm ascended to the 
throne as Kaiser Wilhelm II 
as the last Emperor of Ger-
many.

1916: President Wood-
row Wilson signed Nation-
al Charter that led to the 
creation of Boy Scouts of 
America.

INDIAN HISTORY
1908: The Calcutta Stock 
Exchange Association was 
established. 
1937: Kishan Baburao Haz-
are popularly known as 
Anna Hazare, pioneer of 
anti corruption movement 
in India, was born on this 
day in Bhingar near Ahmad-
nagar in Maharashtra. 
1947: The All-India Con-
gress accepted the Brit-
ish plan for the partition 
of India in New Delhi. The 
plan for the Partition, also 
known as the Mountbatten 
Plan was declared by the 
last Viceroy of India, Lord 
Mountbatten.

GUNNING FOR KEANU: ‘John Wick: Chapter 2’ star Kea-
nu Reeves smiled at the Tokyo premiere of his new fi lm. 

FATHER’S DAY 2017

Father’s Day falls on Sun-
day, June 18, 2017 in 

India, as well as a host of 
other countries around the 
world. Why do we celebrate 
Father’s Day? 

The idea originated in 
the USA and has been of-
fi cially celebrated there on 
the third Sunday in June 
since 1966. The exact ori-
gins of what we now know 
as Father’s Day are disput-
ed, though we do know the 
movement for a day which 
celebrated fatherhood be-
gan roughly 100 years ago. 
Many believe that Sonora 
Dodd, from Washington, 
came up with the idea after 
hearing a Mother’s Day ser-
mon in 1910 and wonder-
ing, not unreasonably, why 
fathers did not have their 
own day too.

Dodd and her siblings 
had been raised by their fa-
ther as a single parent after 
their mother died in child-
birth. With the local YMCA 
and the Ministerial Associa-
tion of Spokane, a city near 
where she was born, Dodd 
began a campaign to have 
the day offi  cially recognized. 
The fi rst such “Father’s Day” 
was held in Spokane in 1910, 
with a number of towns and 
cities across America later 
following suit.

Others say it is Grace 
Golden Clayton, from Fair-
mont, West Virginia, who 
should be credited with the 
concept of Father’s Day, 
after she suggested a day 
celebrating fatherhood in 
1908. She put forward the 
idea following a mine explo-
sion in a nearby town which 
killed more than 360 men – 
arguing that children in the 
town needed a time to re-
member their fathers.

Now, the day exists sim-
ply to remind everyone that 
dads are great. Cinema has 
a long-standing aff ection for 
fathers, and countless ideas 

things to look forward 
to this week

about what it takes to be a 
good one. So for Father’s 
Day, here are three fi lms 
which beautifully express 
the wonder and joy and oc-
casional churning terror of 
being a father. 

FINDING NEMO: The 
world can be a vast and 
dangerous place for little 
fi sh. Pixar’s fi fth animated 
feature, and one of their 
most enduringly popular to 
date, centres on a perenni-
ally anxious widowed father 
– Marlin, a clown fi sh who 
has to follow his missing son 
Nemo halfway around the 
planet in order to learn how, 
when and why to let him go. 

The fi lm acutely cap-
tures the helplessness of 
fatherhood – the part of the 
relationship you’re not sup-
posed to talk about – and 
the natural, push-and-pull 
tension between wanting 
the best for your off spring 
and allowing them to dis-
cover what’s best for them-
selves.

BICYCLE THIEVES: In 
broken postwar Rome, a fa-
ther struggles to provide for 
his wife, boy and baby. He 
takes a job as a bill sticker, 
but on his fi rst day his bicy-
cle is stolen, and he and his 
son are forced to scour the 
city for it – another unfair 
hurdle to overcome before 
Dad can resume his duties 
as head of the family.

Since its 1948 release, 
the fi lm has more or less 
come to defi ne the Ital-
ian Neorealist movement, 
perhaps because its cen-
tral theme – a man’s des-
peration to provide for his 
wife and children when the 
world seems to be con-

spiring against him – has 
a timelessness that tran-
scends the style. The fi nal 
shot, one of the more fa-
mous in fi lm history, mer-
cilessly sums up just how 
tough fatherhood can be. 

PIKU: Piku is the story 
of a cute, lovable but clingy 
old man. 

His daughter tries her 
best to help him but he does 
not like to listen to her. He is 
adamant and clingy. Despite 
everything, his daughter 
wants to help him. 

It is a practical movie 
which depicts the modern 
nature of father-daughter 
relationship.

YouTube star Austin Jones was ar-
rested on Monday, June 12, after al-

legedly requesting underage females to 
send sexually explicit videos, according 
to the Chicago Tribune. Prosecutors also 
told the newspaper that he was charged 
Tuesday in federal court with two counts 
of production of child pornography. 

The 24-year-old internet star faces a 
minimum of 15 years per count in prison 
if convicted.Jones will appear in court for a 
detention hearing on Wednesday, June 14. 
He’ll remain in federal custody until his hear-
ing, the Chicago Sun-Times reports, because 
prosecutors argue Jones is a "risk to the 
community and there's a danger he'll lee."

The singer, who has more than 500,000 
subscribers on YouTube, has been cov-
ering pop stars such as Justin Bieber, 
Twenty One Pilots and Fall Out Boy since 
launching his page in 2007. He's garnered 
almost 25 million views. In 2015, Jones 
issued an apology and admitted he was 
seeking professional help in therapy after 
he allegedly lied about his age while so-
liciting videos of underage girls twerking. 
He was also kicked off the Warped Tour 
at the time."I've been in therapy, seeking 

help to discover why I communicated with 
my fans in a way that I have come to fully 
realize was not appropriate,” he wrote in 
a statement on Facebook at the time. 

“I’m embarrassed. I’d have conversations 
online with girls that would involve me 
asking them to create a video of themselves 
twerking. Sometimes I'd make videos of 
myself doing some twerk moves in return. 
Here's the truth: I NEVER asked them to 
do anything more than send a twerking 
video. Nothing EVER went beyond that."

YouTube Star Austin
Jones Arrested on Child

Pornography Charges

ARIANA 
GRANDE TO 
GET HONORARY 
CITIZENSHIP OF 
MANCHESTER
L , J  14 (PTI): Sing-
er Ariana Grande will be get-
ting honorary citizenship of 
Manchester under plans put 
forward by the city council.

The council is proposing 
a system to recognise out-
standing contributions to the 
city, reported BBC.

The 23-year-old singer is in 
line to be the irst recipient for 
organising the One Love Man-
chester concert in aid of victims 
of the bomb attack at her gig, in 
which 22 people died.

Council leader Rich-
ard Leese, said many peo-
ple would already consider 
Grande to be “an honorary 
Mancunian”.

“This seems a itting mo-
ment to update the way we 
recognise those who make 
noteworthy contributions to 
the life and success of our 
city.

“We’ve all had cause to 
be incredibly proud of Man-
chester and the resilient and 
compassionate way in which 
the city, and all those associ-
ated with it, have responded 
to the terrible events of 22 
May - with love and courage 
rather than hatred and fear,” 
he said.

Under the proposals for, 
honorary citizenship of Man-
chester could be granted to 
those from outside Greater 
Manchester.

The plans will go before 
the council on July 12.


