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SUMMIT REPORT
G , 14 D :

State Human Resource 
Development Depart-

ment, has been awarded 
with the performance 
award in the ‘Best State 
Education Department 
(North-Eastern States)’ 
category in respect of 
painting competition 
on Energy Conservation 
2017 by the Ministry of 
Power, Government of In-
dia, a press release from 
State HRDD informs. 

The Ministry of Pow-
er, Government of India 
awarded the prize to 
Sikkim on 14 Dec on the 

occasion of National En-
ergy Conservation day 
at Vigyan Bhawan, New 
Delhi. 

Additional Chief Sec-
retary [HRDD], GP Upad-
hyaya received the award 
from Minister of State 
(Independent Charge) 
for Energy and Power 
Government of India, RK 
Singh.

The function was at-
tended by President of 
India, Ram Nath Kovind 
as the chief guest. 

Mr Upadhyaya has 
thanked all the stake-
holders for the achieve-
ment, reads the release. 

Sikkim HRDD named
Best State Education Deptt

by Ministry of Power

ENHANCEMENT 
OF STATE HEALTH 
SERVICES CADRE 
STRENGTH FROM 
305 TO 626

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 14 D :

The Cabinet today approved 
the proposal for ban on a 

number of agricultural, hor-
ticultural and livestock prod-
ucts into Sikkim as per infor-
mation shared on the Chief 
Minister’s Facebook page 
regarding decisions taken 
during the Cabinet meeting to-
day. The ban will be imposed 
in a phased manner wherein 
the irst phase will commence 
from 31 March next year.

The list of products to be 
prohibited from entry into the 
State with effect from 31 March 
2018 are maize, beans, brin-
jal, bitter gourd, bottle gourd, 
broccoli, cabbage, cauli low-
er, capsicum, carrot, chayote, 
cucumber, drumstick, lady’s 
inger, leafy vegetables, palak, 

pea, radish, tomato, pointed 
gourd (potol), banana, guava, 

mango, orange, papaya, ginger, 
green chilly, turmeric. 

In the second phase start-
ing from 31 March 2019 the 
list of products to be prohibit-
ed from entry into the State are 
millet- inger millet, soyabean, 
rapeseed, mustard, onion, po-
tato, garlic, milk & packaged 
milk and mustard oil cake.

Also, the Cabinet today ap-

proved the revised cadre review 
of Sikkim State Health Services 
duly enhancing the present 
cadre strength of 305 to 626. It 
is also proposed to bifurcate the 
present Cadre service into two 
Services namely i. General Duty 
and Public Health Services with 
325 GDMOs and ii. Sikkim State 
Specialist Services with 301 
Specialists at various levels. 

Cabinet approves ban on import of veggies 
in phased manner; releases irst list

VISHNU NEOPANEY
G , 14 D :

The Cabinet has 
cleared the propos-

al of Law department to 
extend and enforce the 
Maternity Bene its Act, 
1961 with subsequent 
amendments to the State 
of Sikkim.

The Maternity 
Bene its Act, 1961 
will bring uniformity 
in maternity bene its 
throughout the country 
with 26 weeks leave up to 
the birth of two children 
to female employees of 
state government and its 
undertakings.

Earlier, a Public 
Interest Litigation 
had also been iled 
in the High Court of 
Sikkim by a practicing 
advocate seeking the 
court’s intervention for 
passing the direction 
for working women 
not only in government 
sector, but also seeks 
the implementation of 
the newly enacted law in 
the private sector where 
more than 50 employees 
are working.  As per 
the Maternity Bene it 
Act, where there are 
50 or more employees 
working there should 
be a provision of crèche 

facility.
The amendments to 

the Maternity Bene it Act, 
which were enforced from 
01 April earlier this year, 
in particular the provision 
of 26 weeks of paid 
maternity leave and the 
mandatory crèche facility, 
are path-breaking, but 
there are concerns over 
their feasibility. Under 
the MB Amendment Act, 
this bene it could be 
availed by women for a 
period extending up to 8 
weeks before the expected 
delivery date and 
remaining 18 weeks can 
be availed post childbirth. 
For women who are 
expecting after having 2 
children, the duration of 
paid maternity leave shall 
be 12 weeks (6 weeks pre 
and 6 weeks post expected 
date of delivery).

The Maternity Ben-
e it Act passed in 1961, 
protects the right to 
employment of these 
women during the time 
of their maternity and 
entitles them a ‘materni-
ty bene it.’ To be eligible 
for maternity bene it, a 
woman must have been 
working as an employee 
in an establishment for at 
least 80 days in the past 
12 months.

State to enforce Maternity
Bene its Act 1961

Cabinet
sanctions
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 14 D : Chief 
Minister Pawan Cham-
ling today chaired a Cab-
inet meeting at Samman 
Bhawan. He shared de-
tails of the Cabinet deci-
sions and sanctions on 
his Facebook page in the 
evening.

Following are some of 
the decisions taken in the 
Sikkim Cabinet today:
HRDD: Approval of ac-
ademic programme and 
activities and inancial 
sanction of Rs.701.84 
lakhs under SCERT and 
DIET.

Approval and sanc-
tion of Rs.52.89 lakhs for 
payment of land compen-
sation & other standing 
properties for construc-
tion of new approach 
road from Gyalshing Sa-
kyong Road to Lower Bh-
aluthang in West Sikkim.

Approval and inan-
cial sanction of Rs.461.49 
lakhs as land compen-
sation for acquisition 
of land for construction 
of Women’s College at 
Khamdong, East Sikkim.

Approval and sanc-
tion of Rs.235.13 lakhs 
for construction and es-
tablishment of Science 
College at Scheduled 
Caste Bhawan Complex 
at Chakung, West Sikkim. 
(Post facto).
ROADS & BRIDGES 
DEPTT: Approval and 
sanction of Rs. 54.42 
lakhs for payment of land 
compensation and oth-
er standing properties 
for construction of Road 
from Satam Sumruk to 
Gangla in South Sikkim.

Approval and i-
nancial sanction of Rs. 
153.733 lakhs for pay-
ment of land compen-
sation & other standing 
properties for construc-
tion of Road from Upper 
Wok via Chemchey to La-
chithang under Ravangla 
Sub-Division.

Approval and addi-
tional inancial sanction 
of Rs. 76.09 lakhs for 
payment of land compen-
sation for construction of 
link road from Passing-
dong PHC to Lingthem 
Gumpa and Lingthem 
School in Upper Dzongu, 
North Sikkim.

Approval and addi-
tional inancial sanction 
of Rs. 47.31 lakhs for 
payment of land compen-
sation for construction of 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 14 D :

Disposing of electron-
ic waste will not be a 

hassle anymore for people 
in Gangtok as it has got its 
irst private e-waste drop 

centre here at Press Club 
of Sikkim today, a press 
release informs. 

Initiated by Karo 
Sambav organization the 
e-waste collection cen-
tre was installed with an 
e-waste bin at Press Club 
of Sikkim.

Karo Sambav of i-
cially handed over the 
e-waste collection bin 
to the executive body of 
Press Club of Sikkim. 

Karo Sambhav is a 
tech-enabled, environ-
mentally bene icial and 
socially responsible 
e-waste Producer Re-
sponsibility Organisation 
(PRO). Its members in-
clude prominent brands 
like Apple, Dell, HP and 
Lenovo. They have set-
up an India-wide trans-

formative solution on 
e-waste management 
with the aim of making 
recycling a way of life. 

“We collect e-waste 

from various canters 
opened recently in the 
State including the one at 
Press Club of Sikkim and 
will channelize the e-waste 

to certi ied e-waste re-
cycler through payback,” 
State Coordinator, Karo 
Sambav, Purna Bahadur 
Rai informed. PCS pres-

ident, Joseph Lepcha in-
formed about the e-waste 
system and thanked the 
organization for setting up 
the bin at PCS. 

Gangtok gets irst private e-waste 
drop centre at Press Club

SUMMIT REPORT
K , 14 D :

After a long dispute in the 
Kalimpong civic body, Suva 

Pradhan inally resigned from 
the post of Chairperson today. 
The resignation came just be-
fore the vote of con idence, 
which also took place despite 
his resignation.

According to Mr Pradhan, the 
reason behind his resignation 
prior to the scheduled vote of 
con idence is to prevent further 
division within the civic body.

“You might come up with any 
conclusion about a vote of con i-
dence but I could not see a family 
breaking down and being divided 
by politics, that’s why I resigned 
from the chairmanship before the 
vote,” said Mr Pradhan.

Speaking to reporters in 
the Municipality of ice after re-
signing he said that he has not 
resigned from his post of ward 
commissioner and will continue 
to work with Councillors for the 
bene it of the town.

“There is always a team, and 
I am in the same team. It’s just 
that the captain of the team has 
changed, I will remain in the 
same team,” said Mr Pradhan.

He had earlier firmly stood 
by his decision to contest the 
vote of confidence ever since 
he received the requisition 
from Binay-Anit faction of 
Councillors on 04 Dec. He had 
also resigned from Bimal fac-
tion of the Gorkha Janmukti 
Morcha on 02 Dec.

When asked he also said that 
he was not pressurized to resign 
by the administration and add-
ed that the Municipality should 
work independently, regardless 
of party af iliations.

However, the board has to 
accept his resignation irst, after 
issuing a notice of three days, 7 
days’ time will be given to the 
board to accept the resigna-
tion. Following this, in another 

7 days, a new chairperson and 
vice chairperson will be chosen.

At the same time, the vote 
of con idence also took place 
wherein 20 out of 22 ward-com-
missioners voted for the remov-
al of Mr Pradhan from the post 
of chairperson.

Clarifying on why the vote of 
con idence was held despite Mr 
Pradhan’s resignation, the com-
missioner of ward number 3, 
Rabi Pradhan said, “He gave the 
resignation on his wish, howev-
er, within 7 days of acceptance 
he might come up with excuses 
like ‘resignation under pressure’ 
that’s why we thought of going 
for the vote.”

On 20 Dec, a process of se-
lecting the new chairperson will 

be conducted.
Vice chairperson of GTA, Anit 

Thapa, who was also present 
in the Municipality today said, 
“Sonam Yakha has been with 
us since day one and his forte is 
tourism, so we have thought of 
giving him the Tourism chair-
man’s post of the GTA, the pro-
cess has started already.” 

He also proposed the names 
of Rabi Pradhan and Bhim 
Agrawal [councillor of ward 
number 9] for the post of vice 
chairperson (Agrawal was ini-
tially from TMC but switched to 
GJM during agitation).

Meanwhile, the municipality 
executive, Debyendu Shekhar 
Das has said, “Suva Pradhan 
tendered his resignation and 
the house will decide on wheth-
er it will be accepted within 7 
days. Despite the resignation 
the councillors chose to contin-
ue with the process of removal 
of chairperson through the vote 
of con idence. If we see it in that 
way, the chairperson was re-
moved by 20 ward councillors 
out of 22,”

Suva Pradhan will continue 
as chairperson till a new chair-
person takes of ice.

Suva Pradhan resigns, loses
vote of con idence as well 
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PWD Road from Kongri to Kongri 
Gufadara in West Sikkim.

Approval and additional inan-
cial sanction of Rs. 31.21 lakhs for 
payment of land compensation for 
construction of PWD Road from 
Que Khola to Bouchen-Phandgung 
Gumpa, Phadamchen under Ling-
tam Block, East Sikkim.

Approval and sanction of Rs. 
55.62 lakhs for payment of land 
compensation & other standing 
properties for construction of 
new approach Road from Rimbi 
Khecheperi SPWD Road to 14th 
mile via Thingling I & II (Thingling 
Mangheem Roads) in West Sikkim.
UD&HD: Approval and sanction of 
Rs. 128.39 lakhs for construction 
of drainage system and up grada-
tion of road at Mazhi Gaon, Jore-
thang, South Sikkim.

Approval and sanction of Rs. 77 
lakhs for implementation of Geo-
graphic Information System (GIS) 
based Master Plan, Sub-Scheme un-
der Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and 
Urban Transformation (AMRUT).

Approval and sanction of Rs. 
269.04 lakhs for implementation 
of the work -“Beauti ication and 
Up gradation of Yangang Bazaar in 
South Sikkim.

Approval and inancial sanc-
tion of the following with regard 
to Namchi Smart City to be im-
plemented by Namchi Smart City 

Limited: Con irmation of sanction 
amounting to Rs. 555.50 crores; 
To transfer Rs. 109 crore to the 
account of Namchi Smart City 
Limited (NSCL); Transfer subse-
quent release of Smart City Grant 
from the MoH &UA, GoI amounting 
to Rs. 389 crore to the account of 
Namchi Smart City Limited.

Rs. 136.36 lakhs for construc-
tion of exit road from Parking Plaza 
to NH 510 Ravangla, South Sikkim.

Approval and sanction of Rs. 
1 crore for development of Tsuk-
lakhang Palace Complex at Gang-
tok, East Sikkim.

Approval and sanction of Rs. 
425.86 lakhs for implementation 
of the work -Beauti ication and Up 
gradation of Soreng and Chakung 
Bazaar in West Sikkim.

Approval and sanction of 
Rs.373.35 lakhs for the work: in-
frastructure development at Den-
tam Bazaar in West Sikkim.

Approval and sanction of 
Rs.361.12 lakhs for the work: Re-
pair and restoration of road sur-
face from NH-10 to Mechanical 
Workshop, Gangtok, East Sikkim.

Approval and sanction of 
Rs.398.57 lakhs for the work: Infra-
structure Development and Beauti-
ication of Mazitar in South Sikkim.

Approval and sanction of 
Rs.445.57 lakhs for the project : 
Construction of Approach Road to 
Hee Bazar in West Sikkim.
DEPARTMENT OF ANIMAL HUS
BANDRY, LIVESTOCK, FISHERIES 
& VETERINARY SERVICES: Ap-
proval and sanction of Rs. 598.95 

lakhs for development of Fish-
eries under Centrally Sponsored 
Scheme: Blue Revolution.

En-bloc sanction of Rs.99.52 
lakhs for construction of four Vet-
erinary Dispensaries.
ECCLESIASTICAL AFFAIRS DE
PARTMENT: Approval of Rs.13, 80, 
50,000 and to release Rs.12 crores 
to 307 Religious Institutions.
RM&DD: Approval and revised 
sanction of Rs. 3, 10, 54,646 for 
construction of Kabir Math at Ling-
moo in South Sikkim.

Approval and inancial of Rs. 
16,09,47,942 for establishment of 
Gaushala at Mamring Cha Kaapey, 
East Sikkim and Rs.11,20,89,969 
at Dodak, West Sikkim .
FOREST, ENVIRONMENT AND 
WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT DE
PARTMENT: Approval and i-
nancial sanction of Rs. 22.78 for 
implementation of Management 
Action Plan for conservation and 
management of Tsomgo wetland 
in East District of Sikkim by utiliz-
ing the unspent balance of 2012-
13 during the year 2017-18.

Approval for forest clearance for 
diversion of forest land for settlement 
of 60 landless families at Zaluk, East 
Sikkim within forest land and Rural 
Management and Development De-
partment will be the designated the 
User Agency for the same.
LEGAL, LEGISLATIVE AND PAR
LIAMENTARY AFFAIRS DEPART
MENT: Approval for making 
recommendation to the Hon’ble 
Governor for prorogation of the 
Sikkim Legislative Assembly.

HEALTH CARE, HUMAN SER
VICES & FAMILY WELFARE DE
PARTMENT: Approval and inan-
cial sanction of Rs.10 crores for 
additional Infrastructural works 
for Pharmacy College at Sajong, 
Rumtek, East Sikkim.
ENERGY & POWER DEPART
MENT: Approval and sanction of 
Rs.880.46 lakhs for up-gradation 
of distribution transformers.
CULTURAL AFFAIRS AND HER
ITAGE DEPARTMENT: Approval 
and sanction of Rs.1 crore to im-
plement a short term intensive 
course leading to M.A w.e.f 2017-
18 under the banner of Buddhist 
Studies which shall be af iliated to 
the Sikkim University.

Approval and sanction of Rs. 
3,76,17,337 for payment of total 
land compensation for the project 
: Construction of Folk Healers Cen-
tre at Assam Lingzey, East Sikkim.
BUILDINGS AND HOUSING DE
PARTMENT: Approval and sanction 
of Rs. 5,47, 07,900 for construction 
of Sub Divisional Magistrate Of ice 
at Dentam, West Sikkim.

Approval and sanction of Rs. 
5, 40, 11,000 for construction of 
Sub Divisional Magistrate Of ice at 
Jorethang, South Sikkim.

Approval and sanction of Rs.5, 
87,18,300 for construction of Sub 
Divisional Magistrate Of ice at Yan-
gang, South Sikkim.
FINANCE REVENUE AND EXPEN
DITURE DEPARTMENT: Approv-
al and sanction of Rs. 58 lakhs as 
State Share to be released to the 
implementing Agency for the Mis-

sion Mode Project of Computerisa-
tion of Commercial Tax Division.
FOOD SECURITY & AGRICUL
TURE DEVELOPMENT DEPART
MENT: Approval and sanction 
of the following with regards to: 
Support to State Extension Pro-
gramme for Extension Reforms 
under Submission on Agricultur-
al Extension (SMAE) for the year 
2017-18: Utilization of Rs.381.07 
lakhs Government of India Share 
for Extension Activities; Release of 
Rs.42.34 lakhs as State Share, for 
extension activities.

Approval and sanction of the 
following with regard to various 
projects under Rastriya Krishi Vikas 
Yojana (RKVY) for the year 2017-
18: Six new projects under RKVY 
amounting to Rs. 669 lakhs; 10% 
matching state share for new proj-
ects amounting to Rs.66.90 lakhs.
WATER RESOURCE & RIVER 
DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT: 
Approval and sanction of Rs.250 
lakhs for construction of various 
anti-erosion works, natural water 
ways, catch water drainage works 
with total of 31 works to be taken 
up in three districts.
SOCIAL JUSTICE EMPOWERMENT 
AND WELFARE DEPARTMENT: 
Approval and sanction of Rs.597 
lakhs as Recurring and non-Re-
curring grants to be transferred to 
the respective societies which are 
running the EMRS as per the guide-
lines and for incurring expenditure 
towards various schemes and pro-
grammes in prescribed manner.
HEALTH CARE, HUMAN SER

VICES & FAMILY WELFARE DE
PARTMENT: Approval and sanc-
tion of Rs.150 lakhs for construc-
tion of PHSC at Chota Samdong 
and Mabong Sigeng in West Sikkim 
and Ben in South Sikkim.

Approval and sanction of Rs.50 
lakhs for extension of PHC building 
at Yangang, South Sikkim.
DEPARTMENT OF ANIMAL HUS
BANDRY, LIVESTOCK, FISHERIES 
& VETERINARY SERVICES: Ap-
proval for issuance of noti ication 
to formulate Rules under the Sik-
kim Prevention of Cow Slaughter 
Act, 2017 for the purpose of imple-
mentation of the said Act.
BUILDINGS & HOUSING DEPART
MENT: Approval and inancial 
sanction of Rs.540.11 lakhs for con-
struction of Sub Divisional Magis-
trate Of ice at Rangpo, East Sikkim.

Approval and sanction of 
Rs.19,996 lakhs for setting up of 
Gyan Mandir- a world class library 
in Sikkim.
IPR DEPARTMENT: Approval for 
the implementation of follow-
ing announcements made during 
National Press Day Celebrations, 
2017: Annual Grants for Press Club 
of Sikkim to be enhanced from Rs 
2.5 lakhs to Rs 5 lakhs; Late Kashi-
raj Pradhan Lifetime Journalism 
Award with cash prize of Rs 5 
lakhs to be instituted and awarded 
once in two years; Late YN Bhan-
dari Best Journalism Award with 
a cash prize of Rs 2 lakhs annually 
to be instituted; Positive Journal-
ism Award to be enhanced from Rs 
10,000/- to Rs 50,000.

Cabinet
sanctions
contd from pg01

G , 14 D  [IPR]: 
Joint Secretary, Inter-
nal Security, Ministry 
of Home Affairs, Dilip 
Kumar and representa-
tives from Ministry of 

Finance, Drinking Wa-
ter and Sanitation, Road 
Transport and Highways, 
Water Resources called 
on Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling at his of icial 

residence at Mintokgang 
today. 

The delegation also 
had the presence of Secre-
tary-cum-Relief Commis-
sioner, Land Revenue and 

Disaster Management, 
Tsegyal Tashi, Special Sec-
retary, Rinzing Chewang 
Bhutia and other of icers 
of the department.

The Central Team 

visited North and South 
Sikkim today for an on-
the-spot assessment of 
the damage caused by 
lash loods and landslide 

in Sikkim during 2017.

Ministry of Home & Finance of icials call on CM

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 14 D :

Riverine Elementary 
School at Melatar in 

Rongli celebrated its 6th 
annual day with much 
fervor on 12 Dec with Zil-
la Ashyaksha, Chujachen, 
Samsher Bokhim, as 
chief guest accompanied 
by retired Range Of icer, 
KN Pradhan, as guest of 
honour, a press release 
informs.

Principal of the 
school, Bikki Rai, read 
out the annual report of 
the school. He informed 
about the school activi-
ties and added that the 
students have passed 
with good marks.

He further announced 
that it was a proud mo-
ment when the school 
managed to win second 
prize at the Junior Divi-
sion Dance Competition 
organized at Lampokhari 
Festival earlier this year.

Prizes were distrib-
uted to the students that 
have excelled in different 
ields both scholastic and 

non-scholastic. Musical 
performance was also 

presented by the stu-
dents and teachers of the 
school.

Additionally, six 
former teachers of the 
school were felicitated 
on the day.

Guest of honour, Mr 
Pradhan, appreciated 
and congratulated the 
entire team of the school 
for successfully conduct-
ing the programme.

Speaking on the 
occasion, Academic 
head, Santosh Pradhan, 
thanked every individu-
al for making the event 
successful. He further 
informed that admission 
for the new session has 
started and there will 
be more opportunity for 
students to perform with 
the introduction of ‘learn 
with fun’ method.

Also present on the 
occasion were KN Prad-
han, AEO Regu BAC,  
Shem Pradhan, Pancha-
yat, Changeylakha, Mo-
han Chettri, Panchayat, 
Dalapchand, KN Pradhan, 
Retd RO, Dilip Pradhan, 
members of SMC, guard-
ians and others.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 14 D :

Regional Ayurveda 
Research Institute 

[RARI], Ministry of AYUSH, 
Government of India, 
Tadong in collaboration 
with Vijnana Bharati, New 
Delhi organized a science 
colloquium on ‘Ayurve-
da for All and the Role of 
Scienti ic Community in 
Nation Building’ at ICAR 
Hall in Tadong on 12 Dec, 
a press release informs.

Secretary general, Vi-
jnan Bharati, A Jaikumar, 
attended the programme 
as chief guest accompa-
nied by Professor of Zool-
ogy, Sikkim University, Dr 
Madhav P Thapa, as guest 
of honor along with sci-
entists and academicians 
from different Research 
Institutes such as Geolog-
ical Survey of India, In-
stitute Of Bioresources & 
Sustainable Development 
[IBSD] Sikkim, ICAR, Sik-

kim University along with 
senior of icials of Sikkim 
Government.

Research Of icer Sci-
entist II, RARI, Dr TK 
Mandal, in his key note 
address said, “Ayurveda 
is an ancient heritage of 
India which deals with 
science of life. It is an an-
cient science upon which 
all the modern medicines 
have evolved. In Ayurve-
da, detailed description 
of lifestyle is mentioned 
which can help one lead 
a healthy life.”

Dr Mandal highlighted 
the health status of young 
Indian population and an 

increasing population of 
diabetic patients among 
Sikkimese as Sikkim State 
tops in diabetic patients’ 
percentage in India.

He further suggested 
maintaining food routine 
with quality food which 
is most important for 
good health.

Guest of honour, Dr 
Thapa, said, “The world 
is full of tension and one 
forgets to live a healthy 
live. For a healthy life, 
enough rest is required. 
Ayurveda entails a good 
path of life. Yoga con-
nects with cosmic ener-
gy and by the practice of 

Kundalinisadhana once 
it reaches at the core of 
brain and mind helps one 
to live for thousand years 
as said in the sashtra. Sik-
kim with the background 
of Buddhism can syn-
chronise with Ayurveda.”

Programme Manager 
of The Mountain Insti-
tute, India, Tadong, Dr 
Ghanashyam Sharma, 
talked about Sikkim’s 
richness of bio-resourc-
es, medicinal plants, wild 
edible fruits and vegeta-
bles and the traditional 
knowledge systems. 

He further highlight-
ed the fact that more 

than 165 plant species 
are scienti ically named 
after the State such as 
‘sikkimensis’. Sikkim is 
the only state in India to 
have attained this num-
ber which shows its bio-
diversity signi icance in 
the Eastern Himalaya Re-
gion of India, he added.

“The loss of ‘siri breed’ 
and great ‘traditional and 
herbal healers’ from Sik-
kim is unfortunate for us,” 
he expressed.

Chief guest, Mr Jaiku-
mar, spoke on the role of 
scienti ic community in 
nation building. 

“India and Indians 
thrive on Indian ethos, 
values, traditions and 
culture. Vigilant society 
needs to be developed 
to change the thoughts 
of young minds. Tradi-
tional culture, values and 
knowledge system are 
the roots of India,” said 
Mr Jaikumar.

Former Dzongu 
Minister 
questions 
clause no 2 of 
CMRHM scheme
WANGCHUK BHUTIA
M , 14 D :

Former Minister from 
Dzongu, Athup Lep-

cha, has opposed one of 
the clauses of the Chief 
Minister’s Rural Housing 
Mission [CMRHM] with 
regard to the support 
and assistance to be pro-
vided by the bene icia-
ries to the contractor.

Mr Lepcha has said 
that the amount for the 
said scheme is Rs 12, 
45, 000 which is to be 
awarded to the contrac-
tors for the construction. 
In the terms and condi-
tions of the allotment 
order, clause no. 2 clearly 
mentions that the bene i-
ciaries and their families 
should provide all neces-
sary support and assis-
tance for the completion 
of the project. 

Mr Lepcha has op-
posed the aforemen-
tioned clause stating that 
the sanctioned amount 
will be enough for suc-
cessful completion of the 
construction.

If in case the bene i-
ciary does not provide 
the necessary help, there 
is a possibility of the con-
tractor creating a fuss 
and delaying the project, 
he said.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 14 D :

The 11th Battalion of Indo Tibetan 
Border Police led by Commandant 

Rajesh Kumar Tomar organized an 
awareness and community mobiliza-
tion programme at Pengong in North 
Sikkim today in continuation of the 
Swachhta Hi Sewa campaign. Unit 
personnel of 11th Bn participated in 
cleanliness drive conducted at various 
places of Pengong. The local admin-

istration and the public extended 
gratitude to the ITBP team for taking 
the initiative, a press release informs.

Riverine Elementary
School celebrates 6th

Annual Day

RARI organizes seminar on Ayurveda 

Swachhta Hi Sewa campaign continues at Pengong

WRITE US: Readers are invited to comment 
on, criticise, run down, even appreciate if they 
like something in this paper. Letters carrying 
abusive/ indecorous language and personal 
attacks, except when against people responsible 
in this newspaper (who are fair game), will have 
to be ignored. Letters which carry forward a 
conversation or initiate a dialogue will command 
immediate attention and receive prominence.  
Mail us at: letters@summittimes.com
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Gangtok on 
Friday, 
15 Dec

Temp: 22°C /06°C
Forecast: Partly 
sunny and pleasant
Sunrise: 06:17 AM
Sunset: 4:43 PM

visit us at
www.summittimes.

com

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
FINANCE, REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE DEPARTMENT

GANGTOK – 737101
Fax No: 03592-200200

No: 856/Fin/Adm.       Dated: 13/12/2017
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

Invitation of Pre-Qualifi cation Application for providing network connectivity services on 
rental basis for running of live SIFMS in the locations specifi ed below under Finance, Revenue 
& Expenditure Department, Government of Sikkim.

For and on behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, Principal Secretary, Finance, Revenue and 
Expenditure Department, Government of Sikkim, Gangtok, hereby invites Expression of Interest 
(EOI) from the eligible, bonafi de and experienced Contractors/Firms having work experiences 
with State Government / Central Government / Government Undertakings for Pre-Qualifi cation 
for providing network connectivity services on rental basis having IP-I registration certifi cates 
and ISP-license holders and also having registered offi  ce at Gangtok, Sikkim for running of live 
SIFMS to PAO offi  ces specifi ed in the locations given below:
I. SPECIFIED LOCATIONS :-
1. NIC to New Secretariat, Manan Kendra, Gangtok.
2. New Secretariat to Transport Department, SNT Division.
3. NIC to Sikkim Legislative Assembly, Nam Nam Road, Gangtok.
4. NIC to Secretariat Annexe Building (PAO(HQ), Sonam Gyatso Marg, Gangtok.
5. NIC to Secretariat Annexe Building (PAO(East/Civil & Works)), Sonam Gyatso Marg, Gang-

tok.
6. NIC to Raj Bhawan Bungalow.
7. Raj Bhawan (Bungalow) to Raj Bhawan Secretariat, Gangtok.
8. PAO (East) to PAO (HQ), Sonam Gyatso Marg.
9. PAO (HQ) to PGIPF.
II. Period:- 2018 -19 (APRIL to MARCH). The contract is likely to be extended by one year in 

same terms and conditions.
The eligible and intending Contractors/Firms are requested to submit their Expression of 

Interest along with following documents, addressed to the Controller of Accounts, Finance Rev-
enue and Expenditure Department, Government of Sikkim, on or before 22/01/2018.
[a] Company Profi le 
[b] Financial statement showing Annual Turn Over by attaching Audited Balanced Sheets, Prof-

it & Loss statement for the last three years. The average annual turnover should not be less 
than Rs.1.00 Crores for the last three years.

[c] Credentials showing value of similar works successfully executed during last 2 years, giving 
details of such services provided with their values, year of commencement, year of comple-
tion, name of client, certifi cate of completion of works from the client, clients contact person 
& telephone numbers for cross verifi cation may also be provided.

[d] Solvency Certifi cate from the Banks.
[e] List of infrastructure held by the Contractor/Firms and which will be made available for the 

proposed rental/lease line network for uninterrupted connectivity of SIFMS in the location 
specifi ed.

[f] Details of Key Personnel held on the employment of the Contractors/Firms, giving their 
names, designation and experience, who will be made available for the proposed rental 
lease line.

[g] IP-I registration certifi cates and ISP-license.
[h] If the receiving date i.e. 22/01/2018 is declared as a holiday, the EOIs will be received on 

the next working day. 
[i] For further details please log on to www.sikkimfred.gov.in.

Sd/-
CONTROLLER OF ACCOUNTS,

FINANCE, REVENUE & EXPENDITURE DEPARTMENT,
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM

R.O. No. 466/ipr/pub/classi./17-18 dt. 14.12.2017  GANGTOK.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 14 D :

Award winning Lep-
cha ilm ‘Dhokbu-The 

Keeper’ is being re-
screened for a week at Va-
jra Cinema Hall in Gang-
tok from 15 Dec onwards.

“Daily three shows 
of the movie will be 
screened at the theatre 
till 21 Dec. Many people 
could not watch the ilm 
when it was released 
earlier this year. That 
was the feedback we re-
ceived. We are hoping for 
a good number of view-

ers this time. Plus, the 
festive season of Nam-
soong-Lossoong is start-

ing and it is a good occa-
sion for people to watch 
the movie,” says ilm di-

rector, Dawa Lepcha.
He informed about the 

recent success of Dhokbu 

which received recogni-
tion at the International 
Cult Film Festival held in 
Kolkata and has generated 
interest among the people.

It may be recalled 
that the 88-minute long 
ilm recently bagged the 

Golden Fox Award for 
Best Sound Design. Apart 
from the award, Dawa 
was also nominated in 
the ‘best director’ cate-
gory for the ilm.

The show timings at 
Vajra Cinema Hall are 
scheduled for 11 a.m, 
2.15 p.m and 5.30 p.m.

Dhokbu to be screened in Gangtok for second time

G , 14 D  [IPR]: 
Ex-servicemen of Sikkim 
from Rajya Sainik Board, 
Government of Sikkim 
headed by Colonel DN 
Bhutia and Welfare Of-
icers of all Zilla Sainik 

Boards called on Chief 
Minister Pawan Cham-
ling at his of icial resi-
dence in Mintokgang on 
the occasion of Armed 
Forces Flag Day today.

The CM stated that 
this was a sacred day ded-
icated to valiant members 
of the Armed Forces who 
have laid down their lives 
for the safety and securi-
ty of our Motherland and 
are guarding our fron-
tiers. He also pointed out 
that after their great ser-
vice to their nation, they 
are the rightful people to 
come back and contribute 
to society.

Since the State has 
progressed with much ad-
vancement, the ex-service-

men after their retirement 
could engage themselves 
in various ields such as 
organic farming, entrepre-
neurship, tourism etc and 
continue their dedication 
and commitment to the 
state again, he added.

He also said that ed-
ucation should be given 
top priority as the quality 
of human resource direct-
ly re lects the progress of 
the State. He added that 
the message of peace 
and communal harmony 

should be foremost.
The ex-servicemen 

expressed gratitude to 
the CM for extending all 
possible help and placed 
a demand for a Sainik 
Rest House for which the 
CM gave his consent.

They said that all 
their past demands and 
needs have been looked 
after by the state govern-
ment and assured their 
co-operation in spread-
ing the message of peace 
and harmony in the State.

Sikkim ex-servicemen call on CM
on Armed Forces Flag Day

RMRT 
congratulates 
CM on 
honorary 
Doctorate 
degree from 
SRM Univ
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 14 D :

All Sikkim Lepcha As-
sociation [Renjyong 

Mutanchi Rong Tarjum], 
on behalf of the Lepcha 
community of the State, 
has congratulated Chief 
Minister Pawan Chamling 
on being conferred with 
Doctorate of Literature 
[honoris causa] degree 
during the irst convoca-
tion of Shri Ramasamy 
Memorial [SRM] Univer-
sity, Sikkim held at Chin-
tan Bhavan on 06 Dec.

Song on Sikkim 
by Remanti 
Sangeet 
Academy
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 14 D :

Team Remanti Sangeet 
Academy has record-

ed a tribute song for the 
State titled ‘Mero Sikkim 
Pyaro Sikkim’, a press re-
lease informs. 

Penned by singer 
Pushpan Pradhan with 
music from Sumit Biswa-
karma the song is sung 
by Remanti Rai.  

“The song is a part 
of my life’s journey in 
Sikkim. I would like to 
dedicate the song to all 
the people of Sikkim. We 
hope to showcase the 
beauty and appeal of Sik-
kim through the song,” 
Remanti has said. 

The song is expected 
to release next year. Ms 
Rai also informed that 
the video of the song is 
also scheduled to release 
along with the song, in-
forms the release. 

SUMMIT REPORT
M , 14 D : 

A team from the Centre visited 
Mantam lake in Upper Dzongu, 

North Sikkim today. The team in-
spected the area and has asked for 
submission of report on funds re-
quired for restoration of the affected 

areas of Mantam and cut off areas.
The inspection team had Dina 

Nath from Department of Expen-
diture, Finance department, New 
Delhi, Baleshwar Thakur [Super-
intendent Engineer, Investigation 
Circle, CWC], GC Khanal [Addl 
Secretary SSDMA Gangtok, SDM 

(HQ)], PW Lepcha [SDM Dzongu], 
TD Bhutia [CMO(N)], Barun Subba 
[DE Power], Karma Dadul, of icers 
of Roads and Bridges and other of-
icers of different departments.

The team also inspected Rimit 
khola where a landslide had oc-
curred last year.

Central team inspects Mantam Lake

BJP candle light rally against 
gang rape of Kalimpong

girl in Bangalore
SUMMIT REPORT
K , 14 D : Bharatiya Janata Party Kalim-
pong branch took out a candle light rally at 5:30 p.m 
today as a mark of protest against the gang rape of 
a Kalimpong girl in Bangalore recently. The rally was 
led by convenor BJP Kalimpong, Annapurna Charbedi.

YOGEN THATAL
S , 14 D : Sing-
tam Motors Transport 
Driver Workers Associ-
ation announced today 
that it will be spreading 
the message of Swachh 
Mission to the commut-
ers of its taxi service.  

The association’s pres-
ident has instructed all 
the members of the asso-
ciation to sensitize pas-
sengers about the impor-

tance of cleanliness and to 
stop them from throwing 
sweet wrappers, plastic 
water bottles and chips 
packets from vehicles.  

“It is a small step 
towards a movement 
which we think is bigger 
than us. Sikkim is known 
for its cleanliness and 
beauty and we intend 
to protect it,” Associa-
tion president, Tinku 
Adhikari said.

SMTDWA vows to
sensitize commuters about

Swachh Mission 

N  D , D  14 
(PTI): India today con-
gratulated the new-
ly-elected alliance in Ne-
pal and said it looks for-
ward to working with the 
democratically-elected 
government to advance 
close and multifaceted 
partnership.

Welcoming the con-
duct of parliamentary 
polls and irst ever pro-
vincial elections in the 
Himalayan nation, Ex-
ternal affairs ministry 
spokesperson Raveesh 

Kumar said India has 
age-old, unique, time 
tested ties of friendship 
with Nepal.

“We look forward to 
working with the next 
democratically elected 
government in Nepal to 
advance our close and 
multifaceted partner-
ship across all sectors 
and to support Nepal 
in its pursuit of peace, 
stability, econom-
ic prosperity and all 
round development,” 
he said.

Look forward to work with 
elected govt in Nepal: MEA
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No Cut & Paste Preparedness
Plans, Please

Customise Sikkim’s response to disasters

A policy has been in the making for a while now to 
make earthquake resistant buildings a reality for 

the State. Earlier this week, a demonstration on Earth-
quake Onsite Early Warning and Security System was 
made for the concerned authorities. These are com-
forting signs that policy is being focused in the right 
direction.

Sikkim always knew that its narrow valleys sit on a 
seismically active zone, but it was when a Big One rat-
tled through the State in September 2011 that people 
and policy-makers realized just how vulnerable every-
thing here was. There had been major earthquakes in 
the past, but people and policy-makers tend to have 
short memories, which, in the past, have not even last-
ed as long as even the relief and rehabilitation efforts. 
But the temblor of 2011 and the Nepal quake shortly 
after appear to have forced some sustained serious-
ness on these matters; now to ensure that these valid 
concerns lead to more robust safety and preparedness 
measures.

The little over six years that have passed since 
the 18 September Earthquake have been unevenly 
spent on taking stock, prepare repair and reconstruc-
tion proposals, sourcing funds and getting over the 
shock. Gangtok and the other urban centres of Sikkim 
no long sport any scars of the earthquake, but a vis-
it to the interiors continues to throw up reminders of 
the harrowing episode from that year. There are still 
schools which have not received full repairs and roads 
remain fragile in the worst-hit areas of North Sikkim 
and no one has really done a proper drill on wheth-
er the communication networks have been reinforced 
adequately or not. The priorities in Gangtok, where all 
major decisions continue to be made, appear to have 
moved on from earnest disaster mitigation and set-
tled back to the disconcerting disinterested tokenism 
which catches the State on the wrong foot every time a 
natural disaster or any signi icance strikes. Awareness 
campaigns continue to remain embarrassingly super-
icial and disaster drills have become events. Cut and 

paste presentations on disaster preparedness or the 
occasional drills and demos will not make Sikkim any 
safer. In fact, as more time and attention is diverted to 
these exercises, the eroding of traditional safety mech-
anisms will make Sikkim even more vulnerable. 

The irst step towards effective disaster prepared-
ness will need to source resource persons from rural 
Sikkim. Ditto, by the way, for any preparatory efforts 
to cushion climate change impact here. Funding from 
UNDP and GoI are welcome, but these have to be in-
vested in customizing Sikkim’s response to the chal-
lenge of natural disasters. The traditional knowledge 
base, which has already been severely compromised 
by the impracticality of centralized planning, has to 
be salvaged and distilled to inform Sikkim’s response 
to its perennial challenges posed by the land and the 
climate. 

Natural disasters are not new to Sikkim, so a good 
place to begin will be the compilation of a proper data 
base and then linking it to how local societies have 
managed such challenges and/ or avoided them. This 
knowledge should then be crunched with scienti ic 
models now at hand and a collection of region and 
village speci ic disaster plans put together to bind the 
State’s preparedness. The proposal to ensure earth-
quake-resistant construction practices needs to eval-
uated with this in mind. There is no arguing the fact 
that earthquake resistant buildings should be made 
the norm for Sikkim, but the rules and laws for it need 
to be customized for Sikkimese realities and situation. 
They have to be practical and enforceable and then 
they should be made watertight for implementation. A 
cut and paste job borrowed from somewhere else will 
defeat a welcome policy intervention. 

SD TSHERING

The Organic obsession of the gov-
ernment seems to be further 

heightening with the Chief Minister 
recently announcing a ban on banan-
as and mangoes (to join the proposed 
ban on vegetables from outside from 
April next year onwards) and promo-
tion of organic milk and cattle feed. 

It is, however, not clear why the 
state government proposes to ban 
bananas and mangoes out of the nu-
merous fruits sold in the state. 

Mangoes are hailed as the king 
of fruits and it is said to have over 
20 different vitamins and minerals, 
making it a superfood. Mangoes also 
have much religious and cultural sig-
ni icance like the Jain goddess Ambi-
ka who is traditionally represented as 
sitting under a mango tree. 

In Hinduism, the perfectly ripe 
mango is often held by Lord Ganesha 
as a symbol of attainment, regarding 
the devotees’ potential perfection. 
Mango blossoms are also used in the 
worship of the goddess Saraswati. 
Dried mango skin and its seeds are 
also used in Ayurvedic medicines. 
Mango leaves are used to decorate 
archways and doors in Indian houses 
and during weddings and celebra-
tions such as Ganesh Chaturthi.  

In Andhra Pradesh, mango leaves 
are considered auspicious and are 
used to decorate front doors during 
festivals. Mango motifs and paisleys 
are widely used in different Indian 
embroidery styles, and are found in 
Kashmiri shawls, Kanchipuram silk 
sarees, etc. Paisleys are also common 
to Iranian art because of its pre-Is-
lamic Zoroastrian past. 

Bananas, meanwhile, are one of 
the most eaten fruits and are rich in 
potassium and iber. They may help 
prevent asthma, cancer, high blood 
pressure, diabetes, cardiovascular 
disease, and digestive problems. 

The Environmental Working 
Group (EWG), a non-pro it, non-par-
tisan advocacy group for human 
health and the environment, publish-
es the list of twelve foods containing 
high amount of pesticides and twelve 
most clean foods which is used as 
health indicator by most developed 
countries. In this list, both bananas 
and mangoes are listed in the clean 
list while apples, pears, peaches and 
potatoes are listed as containing 
most pesticides. 

Sikkim produces 3.5 thousand 

tonnes of bananas as per the Horti-
culture Department, but mango pro-
duction is negligible. 

If the government is seriously 
promoting organic fruits it should 
ban the use of calcium carbide for 
ripening fruits and special squads 
should be deployed to conduct peri-
odical checks at vegetable and fruits 
retail outlets. Setting up of laborato-
ries to test fruits and vegetables for 
pesticide residues would improve de-
tection and stop fruits and vegetables 
containing pesticides from entering 
the State.

Promotion of organic feed and 
milk in Sikkim must be examined in 
light of the de inition which says that 
organic milk refers to a number of 

milk products from livestock raised 
according to organic farming meth-
ods. In most jurisdictions, use of the 
term “organic” or equivalents like 
“bio” or “eco”, on any product is reg-
ulated by food authorities. In general, 
these regulations stipulate that live-
stock must be: allowed to graze, be 
fed an organically certi ied fodder or 
compound feed, not be treated with 
most drugs (including growth hor-
mones), and in general must be treat-
ed humanely. 

In Sikkim most farmers feed their 
cattle on feed made from mixture of 
mustard oilcakes and maize and oth-
er available cereals. Very few can af-
ford to buy factory made cattle feed, 
thus making most milk produced in 

the state organic. However, the pro-
duction of milk in the state is not 
suf icient for the growing population. 
Sikkim Milk Union supplied 11,462 
thousand kgs of milk in 2015-16 but 
it had to purchase milk from West 
Bengal to augment its supply. The 
milk from West Bengal is not certi ied 
as organic. 

The shortage of milk lies in sev-
eral hindrances to cattle growth in 
the state. The land use pattern shows 
that land for grazing has gone down 
drastically and ban on grazing has af-
fected cattle rearing signi icantly. 

The cattle population has also not 
showed appreciable growth in the 
past decade as the accompanying ta-
ble will attest. 

Though cattle population has 
grown, female cattle population has 
gone down from 0.10 million in 2003 
to 0.09 million in 2012. Further, out 
of the total cattle population, only 
37,340 are milk giving cattle. 

Data also shows that the exotic va-
riety has gone up which is a good sign 
but the replacement speed is still very 
slow. Growth of exotic variety is slow 
due to their high price and also the 
high cost to maintain these breeds. 

Shortage of manpower like gota-
las and lack of grazing grounds have 
seriously affected growth of milk pro-
duction in the state. A holistic plan 
needs to be drawn taking into consid-
eration the various sectors connected 
with animal husbandry to improve 
the cattle population in the state. The 
ad-hoc approach of distributing cows 
randomly will not improve the milk 
production.

[The writer is ex-Secre-
tary of Department of Eco-

nomics, Statistics, Monitoring 
& Evaluation (DESM&E)] 

Some thoughts on bananas,
mangoes and local milk

Land Use Area in 000ha Percentage
2008-09 2012-13

Total geographical area 710 100 710 100
Reporting area of land utilization 723 44.14 693 97.6
Forests 319 34.6 584 84.31
Not available for cultivation 250 34.6 11 1.54
Permenant pastures and other grazing fields 4 0.55 0 0
land under misc trees crops and groves 5 0.69 8 1.13
Cutlurable wasteland 2 0.28 3 0.48
Fallow land other than current fallow 30 4.15 4 0.65
current fallow 5 0.69 5 0.72
Net sown area 107 14.9 77 11.17
source:Ministry of agriculture 2008-09

[Source: livestock census]

SUBIMAL CHATTERJEE
theconversation.com

In the 40 years since the original 
“Star Wars” ilm premiered, the 

franchise has been a pop culture 
powerhouse.

“The Last Jedi” – the latest edition 
in the series – looks to continue the 
trend, with huge box of ice returns 
expected.

It also looks poised to join “The 
Force Awakens” (93 percent on Rot-
ten Tomatoes) and “Rogue One” (85 
percent) as “Star Wars” ilms that are 
both commercially and critically suc-
cessful.

Not all “Star Wars” ilms have hit 
that sweet spot. It’s sometimes easy 
to forget the prequel trilogy – “The 
Phantom Menace” (1999), “Attack of 
the Clones” (2002) and “Revenge of 
the Sith” (2005) – wasn’t met with 
the same enthusiastic response from 
critics and fans, and hasn’t been looked upon kind-
ly since.

What made the prequel trilogy such a (relative) 
dud? Why are the more recent ilms being so much 
better received?

IF IT ISN’T BROKE, DON’T FIX IT
Research I helped conduct on what makes for a 
good extension (sequel or prequel) may provide 
some insight.

My colleagues and I tracked audience reactions 
to sequels and prequels over the course of nearly a 
hundred franchises, from “Psycho” to “X-Men.”

Our results show that the successful franchis-
es make smaller, gradual updates – rather than 
sweeping changes – in each successive ilm. And 
it its well with what we know about audience be-
havior: They seek a balance between the familiar 
and the new; while they aren’t looking for a carbon 
copy of the originals, they’re hoping to relive some 
of the most vivid, nostalgic moments from the irst 
ilms.

With these indings in mind, let’s reexamine 
prequel series of “Star Wars.” When “The Phantom 
Menace,” the irst of the prequels, was released in 
1999, it had been 16 years since audiences had seen 
a new “Star Wars” ilm. (The original trilogy had just 
inished up a successful theatrical re-release.)

But fans hoping to relive the magic of the origi-
nals were in for a surprise.

The beloved trio of Mark Hamill (Luke Sky-
walker), Harrison Ford (Han Solo) and Carrie Fish-
er (Princess Leia) gave way to new faces: Liam 
Neeson, Ewan McGregor and Natalie Portman. In-
stead of relying on real sets, miniatures and mod-
els to pull off the breathtaking special effects in 
the originals, director George Lucas opted mostly 
for computer-generated and digital effects. There 
were also changes to the rules of the “Star Wars” 
world. The Force was no longer being described as 
an all-encompassing life force that bound everyone 
together; it was now being explained as the result 
of special biological cells called “midichlorians.” 
(And I won’t even go into the widely loathed Jar Jar 

Binks.)
OUT WITH THE NEW, 

IN WITH THE OLD
In contrast the newest ilm, “The 
Last Jedi,” includes many of the orig-
inal cast members. Mark Hamill and 
Carrie Fisher return to portray Luke 
Skywalker and Princess Leia, respec-
tively. And it features the popular 
“hero’s journey” plot device of the 
original ilms, in which an ordinary 
person’s life is unexpectedly upend-
ed, and he is thrust into the role of 
the hero.

We see this phenomenon in oth-
er ilm series and even product lines. 
Though the lead actor will occasion-
ally change, the James Bond series 
never strays from its action- ilm for-
mula. Apple has a similar approach 
when releasing new iPhones; before 
taking the leap to a radically new 
version, it will release an incremen-

tal “S” version of the previous model as a bridge.
That isn’t to say the new “Star Wars” ilms aren’t 

making any changes: There are more female pro-
tagonists, in addition to a host of new characters. 
But this isn’t exactly shattering fans’ expectations.

Our research also found that the deeper into a 
franchise you get, the more major changes audienc-
es are willing to accept. The next “Star Wars” trilo-
gy will expand the boundaries of the “Star Wars” 
world, exploring planets and featuring characters 
not yet seen on ilm.

With this move, the studio is willing to bet that 
audiences are inally ready to accept some major 
changes in the franchise – something they weren’t 
quite ready for yet when the prequels were released.

However, in order to ensure the Force remains 
strong over the franchise’s lifetime, these future 
ilms would be wise to continue including at least a 

handful of nods to the original trilogy.
[the writer is Professor of Marketing, Bing-

hamton University, State University of New York]

The secret behind the success of the new ‘Star Wars’ ilms
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GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
SIKKIM STATE TEACHERS’ RECRUITMENT BOARD

UPPER SYARI, GANGTOK.
No: 27/SSTRB/17                 Dated: 14/12/2017

EMPLOYMENT NOTICE
Applications are invited from the local eligible candidates for fi lling up of 446 (Four Hundred forty six) posts of Primary Teachers under 

HRDD through Direct Recruitment in the Pay Band II of Rs.9300-34800+Grade Pay Rs.4200/-
Category wise distribution of vacancies:-

1. Unreserved     : 68
2. Bhutia Lepcha    : 45
3. Bhutia Lepcha (Women)   : 31
4. Bhutia Lepcha (BPL)    : 13
5. Other Backward Classes – (CL)   : 45
6. Other Backward Classes – (CL Women)  :  31
7. Other Backward Classes – (CL – BPL)  : 13
8. Other Backward Classes – (SL)   : 45
9. Other Backward Classes – (SL – women)  :  30
10. Other Backward Classes – (SL – BPL)  : 13
11. Scheduled Tribe    : 32
12. Scheduled Tribe Women   :  18
13. Scheduled Tribe (BPL)   : 09
14. Scheduled Caste    : 14
15. Scheduled Caste (Women)   : 13
16. Scheduled Caste (BPL)   :  04
17. Primitive Tribe    : 13
18. Primitive Tribe (Women)   : 09

Reservation for Persons with Disabilities (PWD), Sports Persons and Artisans of Excellence (SPAE) and Ex-Servicemen (ESM) is as 
under:-

1. Out of 446 posts reserved for diff erent category, the following shall be reserved for Persons with Disabilities:-
 i) 13 (thirteen) posts for BLV (Low Vision).
 ii) 04 (Four) posts for Orthopedically handicapped (Locomotors Disability).
2. Out of 446 posts reserved for diff erent category, following shall be reserved for Sports Persons and Artisans of Excellence (SPAE):-
i) Scheduled Tribe  - 01(one) post.
ii) Unreserved  - 01(one) post.
iii) Scheduled Caste  -  01 (one) post.
iv) Primitive Tribe  -  01 (one) post.
v) Bhutia Lepcha  -  01 (one) posts.
vi) Other Backward Classes -  Central List – 02 (Two) posts.
vii) Other Backward Classes -  State List – 02 (Two) posts.

3. Out of 446 posts reserved for diff erent category, following shall be reserved for Ex-Servicemen (ESM):-
i) Bhutia Lepcha  -  03 (Three) posts.
ii) Scheduled Tribe  -  02(Two) posts.
iii) Unreserved  - 02(two) posts.
iv) Scheduled Caste  -  02 (two) posts.
v) Primitive Tribe  -  02 (two) posts.
vi) Other Backward Classes -  Central List – 02 (Two) posts.
vii) Other Backward Classes -  State List – 02 (Two) posts.

1. The eligibility criteria & educational and professional qualifi cations are as under:-

Sl.No Name of Post Qualifi cation Age Limit

01 Primary 
Teacher

Academic Professional

Senior secondary (Class XII or its 
equivalent) from a recognized board 
with at least 50% marks (45%) for 
reserved category.

Two years Diploma in 
Elementary Education 
recognized by NCTE with 
CTET/STET certifi cate. 

Should have attained the age of 18 
and should not have crossed 40 
years as on 31/12/2017 as per the 
Notifi cation No. M(3)/(55)/GEN/
DOP/PT-III Dated:- 03/07/2017

2. Pre-Primary Teachers who possess the requisite qualifi cation of Diploma in Elementary Education are also eligible to apply for the post 
subject to their acquiring the requisite TET for Primary Teachers within one year of appointment.

3. The upper age limit is relaxed up to 50(fi fty) years for the purpose of recruitment in Govt. Service under the State of Sikkim in respect of 
the persons working in Group ‘B’, ‘C’ & ‘D’ category on temporary basis (Muster Roll/ Adhoc/Substitute/Contract/Work Charged etc.) under 
the State/Central Govt. Department, Public Sector Undertaking established in the State, Private Companies Act- 1956 and in various State/
Central Govt. Projects/Programmers under implementation in the State vide Notifi cation No. M(3) Part – III/ 28/Gen/Dop, dated 04/08/2015.

4. The upper age limit is relaxed up to 10(ten) years for Diff erently Able Candidates in terms of O.M No 1632/GEN/DOP dated 27/02/2008.
5. Candidates fulfi lling the above criteria may submit their applications in the prescribed form available in the SSTRB Offi  ce after submitting 

a Bank Receipt of Rs.200/- (Rupees Two Hundred only) payable in the State Bank of Sikkim under the revenue Head 0202-102-03-Edn. 
The amount once deposited shall not be refunded or adjusted against any other purpose.

6. Last date for the receipt of application is 31st Jan, 2018 (Within offi  ce Hours). No application shall be accepted after 3.30pm on 31st Jan 
2018. The Board will not be responsible for late receipt of application due to postal delay or otherwise. Applicants are advised to go through 
the Advertisement scrupulously and fi ll in the form accordingly.

7. Candidates need not submit the documents while submitting the application. However, in case of his/ her selection in the written examina-
tion, Candidates have to submit a set of attested copies of the following documents along with the original for verifi cation.

a. Attested copies of Mark Sheets and Pass Certifi cate of Class X & XII issued by the recognized Board and two years Diploma in Elementary 
Education recognized by NCTE with CTET/STET certifi cate duly verifi ed by the Exam Cell of HRDD.

b. Attested copy of Sikkim Subject/COI.
c. Attested copy of Caste/Class Certifi cates.
d. Unmarried Certifi cate in case of unmarried female candidates and COI/SSC of husband’s as well as Marriage Certifi cate in case of Married 

Female candidates issued by the appropriate Authority.
e. Attested copy of Disability Certifi cate in case of Diff erently Able Candidates.
f. Attested copy of valid Local Employment Card.
g. Candidates claiming for reservation under BPL category should submit the BPL Certifi cate issued by the offi  cer of respective District Col-

lectors / SDM in terms of circular No. 09/Home/2014 dated 25.11.2014.
h. Candidates claiming for reservation under SPEA should submit the certifi cate issued by the competent authority in terms of offi  ce Memo-

randum No. 3909/Gen/DoP dated 29/11/2016.
i. One Copy of pas port size photograph having imprinted name and date of birth at the bottom of the photo.
9. The Examination will be held in two phases:

(i).Written Examination:-
 i. Paper I – consisting of General English and General Knowledge (MCQ).
 ii. Paper II – Content and Teaching Methodology (MCQ).
 (A). Content – (a) Mathematics (b) Science (c) Social Science.
 (B). Teaching Methodology:-
  (a) General Methodology.
  (b) Methods in Mathematics.
  (c) Methods in Science.
  (d) Methods in Social Science.
(ii) Viva-Voce.
Admission at all stages of examination for which applicants are admitted by the Board viz. Written examination, Viva-voce will 

be purely provisional and is subject to satisfying the prescribed eligibility conditions. If, on verifi cation atsany stages of the exam-
ination process, it is found that applicant do not fulfi l any of the eligibility conditions, their candidature for the post will be cancelled 
by the Board without further notice.

Admit Card will be issued in due course of time. No TA and DA will be paid for attending written examination and viva-voce.
NOTE: THE SYLLABUS FOR THE WRITTEN EXAM WILL BE DISPLAYED IN THE NOTICE BOARD OF SSTRB, UPPER 

SYARI, EAST SIKKIM. THE BOARD SHALL NOT ENTERTAIN ANY APPLICATION OR REVIEW OR RTI, CORRESPONDENCE  
TILL THE ENTIRE PROCESS OF RECRUITMENT IS COMPLETED.

Sd/-
(T.P. Sharma)

Controller of Exams.
Sikkim State Teacher’s Recruitment Board.

R.O. No. 465/ipr/pub/classi/17-18 dt. 14.12.2017

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 14 DEC:

ICFAI founder, Late NJ 
Yasaswy, has been post-

humously felicitated as a 
Visionary Edupreneur by 
ReTHINK INDIA, a nation-
alist think tank.  His wife 
and Chairperson of ICFAI 
Society, Sobha Rani Yasa-
swy, received the honor 
from former President of 
India, Pranab Mukherjee, 
on 11 Dec at a ceremony 
held at Civil Services Of-
icer’s Institute [CSOI] in 

New Delhi, a press release 
informs.

Ms Yasaswy ex-
pressed happiness on 
receiving the award from 
Mr Mukherjee and said, 
“We want the children to 
grow with values, learn 
with commitment and 
lead a healthy and happy 

life. It is a matter of great 
pride and satisfaction to 
provide value based ed-
ucation. This is ICFAI’s 
humble attempt towards 
nation building.”

While addressing the 
gathering, former Presi-
dent, Mr Mukherjee ex-
horted the educationists 
to focus on technology, 
inclusivity, cultural rele-
vance and value based and 

result oriented initiatives.
Mr Mukherjee was 

also awarded the “Edu-
cation President” of India 
commemorating his 83rd 
birthday on the occasion.

Chairperson Re-
THINK India Foundation, 
RK Vaish, in his address, 
said, “ReThink India wel-
comes the immense con-
tributions of late NJ Ya-
saswy to this prestigious 

honor. Visionaries like 
late Yasaswy live for ages 
through their stupendous 
vision manifested in con-
crete creations serving 
the society for long.”

It may be mentioned 
here, Late Yasaswy 
[1950-2011] set up the 
ICFAI Group as a single 
institute in1985 without 
governmental sops or in-
stitutional funding, in an 
era where government 
support was the norm. 
He chose to spend all 
his energy on the ledg-
ling institution which 
over the years grew to 
become a monument to 
what ambition can deliv-
er. He was charismatic, a 
great teacher, an institu-
tion builder, a visionary 
and a genius who was 
years ahead of his time.

ICFAI founder felicitated as 
a ‘Visionary Edupreneur’K , D  14 (PTI): Nagaland 

Chief Minister T R Zeliang today 
moved a resolution in the Assem-
bly, urging the Centre to take steps 
for an “honourable solution” to the 
Naga political issue before the As-
sembly elections due in early 2018.

The resolution moved on the 
opening day of the two-day win-
ter session also urged the Election 
Commission not to announce state 
elections until the Centre “arrives 
at an honourable solution to the 
Naga political issue in order to en-
able all Nagas to enjoy their due 
democratic and other rights”.

The resolution called upon the 
civil society, tribal hohos, church 

and other organisations concerned 
to cooperate with the vision of the 
state government.

It also urged all political par-
ties and independent candidates 
to implement the demand for a 
“solution before election” in the 
ield, whenever necessary, so that 

utmost unity is displayed before 
the Centre and the Election Com-
mission.

The resolution was moved as 
per the consultative meet of the 
Nagaland Legislators’ Forum with 
parliamentarians, former parlia-
mentarians and ex-legislators held 
on December 7 in Kohima urging 
the state Assembly to pass a sepa-

rate resolution on the issue.
The chief minister also moved 

another resolution in the Assem-
bly to revoke the November 26, 
2016 resolution of the House 
empowering implementation of 
women reservation in the urban 
local bodies.

The government also intro-
duced the Nagaland Lokayukta Bill 
2015 in the Assembly.

Speaker Imtiwapang Aier 
announced that the Lokayukta 
Bill and the two resolutions on 
Women Reservation and Naga 
political issue would be taken up 
tomorrow for deliberation and 
consideration.

Govt moves resolution urging Centre
for solution to Naga political issue

RSS chief on 
5-day visit 
to Tripura 
A , D  14 
(PTI): RSS Chief Mohan 
Bhagawat would pay a 
ive-day visit to Tripura 

from tomorrow during 
course of which he would 
review the organisatinal 
works of the Sangha to 
further strengthen it in 
the Northeastern region.

Bhagawat would in-
teract with the execu-
tives of the north eastern 
region as part of the ex-
ercise, sources in the RSS 
said today.

“Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh Sarsangh-
chalak Mohan Bhagwatji 
would review the orga-
nizational works of the 
Uttarpurba Kshetra with 
the executives of RSS in 
his ive day tour begin-
ning from tomorrow. 
He would also address 
a public rally here on 
Sunday”, RSS Pracharak, 
Manoranjan Pradhan 
told reporters here.

He said, the entire 
north eastern region 
was organizationally di-
vided into four Prantas , 
which include Manipur, 
Arunachal Pradesh, Uttar 
Assam and Dakshin As-
sam and added Tripura, 
Mizoram and Barak Val-
ley falls under Dakshin 
Assam Pranta.

Pradhan said, all the 
major organizers of all 
the four Prantas would 
be present in the Samik-
sha (review meeting) 
and would discuss how 
the organization could be 
further strengthened in 
the region.

The RSS Chief would 
leave the state on Dec 19.

Bhagwat visit as-
sumes signi icance as 
Tripura would witness 
Assembly poll early next 
year. BJP has been work-
ing intensely in the state 
to make a determined 
effort to form a govern-
ment in the state ruled 
currently by CPI-M.

S , D  14 (PTI): 
Meghalaya Chief Minis-
ter Mukul Sangma today 
told the state Assembly 
that his government will 
convene a meeting with 
banks and inancial insti-
tutions to seek clarity on 
“con licting directions” is-
sued by different Central 
Ministries on Aadhaar.

The Chief Minister 
was replying to a query 
raised by opposition Hills 
State Peoples Democrat-
ic Party (HSPDP) MLA 
Ardent M Basaiawmoit, 
who urged the state gov-
ernment to direct banks 
to stop issuing circulars 
forcing people to link 
their bank accounts with 
Aadhaar.

“I will have a meeting 
convened by the chief 
secretary with the bank-
ers and inancial agen-
cies,” Sangma told the 
Assembly on the last day 
of the three-day winter 
session here.

He said the meeting 
is aimed at settling down 
con licting correspon-
dences from the Reserve 
Bank of India and other 
government agencies 
with regards to aadhaar 
database linkages.

Stating that even he 
is “confused” on aadhaar, 
the chief minister said, 
“There is no concrete de-

cision being passed on to 
the state governments,” 
assuring the House that 
the government will 
soon seek clarity from 
the Centre.

The Chief Minister 
also maintained that the 
Centre should consid-
er not making aadhaar 
mandatory until such 
time the National Popu-
lation Register is in place.

“Without it (NPR), 
how will we know that 
aadhaar exercise does 
not go beyond Indian cit-
izens,” he said.

“Aadhaar should not 
be made mandatory in 
Meghalaya otherwise it 
would lead to compli-
cation for a state that is 
dealing with issue of ille-
gal immigration,” he said

Maintaining that aad-
haar will not be adopted 
in Meghalaya, the chief 
minister said, “In respect 
of state government pro-
grammes, there will be 

no aadhaar seeded ben-
e iciary data based re-
quired. Therefore, we will 
request the Centre that 
the same be adopted for 
central schemes imple-
mented in Meghalaya.”

“As of now, only Cen-
trally sponsored schemes 
insist on aadhaar linked 
bene iciaries. It is not 
mandatory but voluntary 
keeping in mind that there 
are students studying out-
side the state,” he said.

Informing that there 
is 6.02 lakh people en-
rolled with aadhaar in the 
state at present, he said 
“If aadhaar is not issued 
to such students they 
will not be eligible for en-
trance examinations and 
also for scholarships.

Earlier, Opposition 
members demanded 
the state government 
to issue directions to all 
departments to refrain 
from pushing people to 
enroll for aadhaar.

Will convene a meeting to seek
clarity on Aadhaar: Sangma

N  D , D  14 
(PTI): In lation based 
on wholesale prices 
accelerated to 8-month 
high of 3.93 per cent 
in November due to a 
sharp rise in onion prices 
and costlier seasonal 
vegetables, government 
data showed today.

Calculated on Whole-
sale Price Index (WPI), 
the in lation was 3.59 per 
cent in October this year, 
and 1.82 per cent in No-
vember last year.

The November igure is the highest 
so far this iscal and the previous high 
was when the WPI touched 3.85 per 
cent in April.

Kitchen staple onion witnessed a 
whopping 178.19 per cent in lation last 
month.

For seasonal vegetables too the rate 
of price rise in November was high at 
59.80 per cent, as against 36.61 per 
cent in lation in October.

The latest data comes within days 
of retail in lation, based on Consumer 
Price Index (CPI), touching a 15-month 
high of 4.88 per cent in November.

The Reserve Bank had warned last 
week that there may be a spike in pric-
es in the coming months.

The WPI data, however, revealed 
that in lation in case of protein rich 
eggs, meat and ish slowed to 4.73 per 
cent in November, as against 5.76 in the 
preceding month.

In lation in the overall food basket 
(including manufactured items) in-
creased from 3.23 per cent in October 
to 4.1 per cent in November.

Industry body Assocham said the 
continuous increase in petrol and 
high-speed diesel prices due to rise in 
global crude oil rates has to be taken 
care of by policymakers as it may im-
pact import bill and, subsequently, ex-
change rates.

“And it may have negative impact on 
input prices for the industry which has 
already started to feel the pressure on 
its pro itability,” it said.

In lation in the ‘fuel and power’ 
segment was recorded at 8.82 per cent 
last month, as against 2.11 per cent a 
year ago. In October this year, it was 
10.5 per cent.

CARE Ratings said the upside risks 
to in lation could emerge from lower 
Rabi crop, as area under cultivation is 
smaller than last year.

Also, crude Oil prices have in-
creased steadily this year with efforts 
by OPEC member countries to curb oil 
production, it said.

Aditi Nayar, Principal Economist with 
ICRA said the sequential uptick in WPI 
in lation was led by primary food items 
and core in lation, as well as lagged cor-
rection in crude oil and minerals.

Nov WPI in lation touches 8-month 
high on onion, veggie prices
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L , D  14 (AFP): 
David Silva scored twice 
as runaway Premier 
League leaders Manches-
ter City won 4-0 at Swan-
sea City to set a new En-
glish top- light record of 
15 consecutive victories.

Pep Guardiola’s side, 
2-1 winners at sec-
ond-place Manchester 
United on Sunday, won 
comfortably at the Liber-
ty Stadium to eclipse the 
mark of 14 successive 
wins set by Arsenal in 
2002.

United bounced back 
from their derby defeat 
by beating Bournemouth 
1-0, while slip-ups for 
Liverpool and Arse-
nal allowed Tottenham 
Hotspur to steal into 
fourth place by beating 
Brighton and Hove Albi-
on 2-0.

City remain 11 points 
clear of United and have 
now scored 52 goals in 
their 17 league games 
to date as they stride to-
wards what seems like 

an inevitable title coro-
nation.

Guardiola made four 
changes to the team that 
had prevailed at Old Traf-
ford in a game marred 
by an angry post- match 
brawl that is being inves-
tigated by the Football 

Association, with Sergio 
Aguero earning a recall.

Silva broke the dead-
lock at bottom club 
Swansea in the 27th min-
ute by licking in Bernar-
do Silva’s cross from the 
right.

Kevin De Bruyne’s 

free-kick made it 2-0 
shortly after and David 
Silva added a third early 
in the second half, neatly 
chipping Lukasz Fabians-
ki following a give-and-
go with Raheem Sterling.

Aguero put the cher-
ry on the cake in the 85th 

minute by surging away 
from a posse of defend-
ers and inishing with a 
low shot.

Romelu Lukaku 
scored the game’s only 
goal as United got back 
to winning ways against 
Bournemouth.

The Belgian striker, 
who is alleged to have 
been heavily involved 
in the derby dust-up, 
headed in Juan Mata’s 
25th- minute cross 
and pointedly failed to 
celebrate.

Anthony Martial ired 
over an open goal in the 
second half after Asmir 
Begovic foiled Lukaku 
and United substitute 
Marcus Rashford rattled 
the bar, but Lukaku’s 
goal was enough for Jose 
Mourinho’s side.

Tottenham jumped 
from seventh place to 
fourth courtesy of their 
2-0 win over Brighton at 
Wembley, which arrived 
courtesy of an overhit 
Serge Aurier cross and 
Son Heung-min’s fourth 
goal in four games.

ARSENAL DRIFT
Spurs, for whom Erik 

Lamela made his irst 
start in 14 months, are 
four points below third-
place Chelsea in the last 
Champions League berth.

Liverpool are ifth, 
on goal difference, after 
a 0-0 draw at home to 
West Bromwich Albion.

Jurgen Klopp re-
called Philippe Coutin-
ho and Roberto Firmino 
from Sunday’s 1-1 derby 
draw with Everton and 
thought Dominic Solanke 
had poached a late win-
ner, only for the goal to 
be ruled out for handball.

West Brom have now 
gone a club-record 16 
games without a win in 
all competitions, but the 
point took Alan Pardew’s 
side out of the relegation 
zone.

Arsenal dropped to 
seventh, a point below 
sixth-place Burnley, after 
a goalless draw at David 
Moyes’s improving West 
Ham United.

Arsene Wenger’s Ar-
senal, who hit the post 
through Alex Iwobi in the 
irst half, have now gone 

three league games with-
out victory.

Second-bottom West 

Ham almost won it at the 
death, but Javier Hernan-
dez’s shot from Mark No-
ble’s pass hit the bar and 
bounced just short of the 
line.

Everton remain un-
beaten under new man-
ager Sam Allardyce fol-
lowing a 1-0 win at his 
former club Newcastle 
United, Wayne Rooney 
settling the game with 
his seventh goal in eight 
league games.

Newcastle had Jonjo 
Shelvey sent off in stop-
page time for two book-
able offences.

Claude Puel enjoyed 
a successful return to his 
former club Southamp-
ton as in-form Leicester 
City won 4-1 at St Mary’s 
to notch up a fourth suc-
cessive win.

Japanese forward 
Shinji Okazaki scored 
twice for Leicester, with 
Riyad Mahrez and Andy 
King also on target, while 
Maya Yoshida replied for 
the hosts.

Man City set win record, Lukaku lifts Man Utd

M , D  14 (PTI): 
The broadcaster of El 
Clasico has launched a 
‘Christmas Comes Early’ 
campaign as a build-up 
to the marquee clash 
between Spanish giants 
Barcelona FC and Real 
Madrid.

Sony Pictures 
Sports Network (SPSN) 
launched its campaign 
with less than 10 days 
left for Christmas. The 
match is scheduled for 
December 23 at the San-
tiago Bernabeu Stadium.

SPSN’s promotional 

campaign delivers the 
message that the biggest 
game in football, for the 
irst time ever, will be 

telecast at 4.30pm India 
time.

The on-air campaign 
comprises two 30 second 
ilms that amplify the 

essence of El Clasico be-
ing telecast at a suitable 
viewing time for football 
fans in India. Since the 
match takes place just 
two days before Christ-
mas, the ilms showcase 
young children making a 
wish to Santa Claus.

With El Clasico, Christmas comes
early for football fans

N  D , D  14 
(PTI): Former Common-
wealth Championships 
medallists Amandeep 
Singh and Sunil Siwach 
will be among the com-
petitors in the six all-In-
dian undercard bouts of 
Vijender Singh’s show-
down against Ghana’s 
Ernest Amuzu on Decem-
ber 23 in Jaipur.

The undefeated Vi-
jender will take on 
Amuzu in a double title 
ight in which his WBO 

Asia Paci ic and Orien-
tal Super Middleweight 
belts will be on the line.

Amandeep (Bantam-
weight 55.5kg) will take 
on Manoj Kumar from 
Punjab and Kuldeep Singh 
(Heavyweight 93.4Kg) 
will face Amrinder Singh 
from Haryana.

The other boxers 
joining the ight card 
will be Pardeep Kharera, 
Kuldeep Dhanda, Dhar-
mendra Grewal and Asad 
Asif Khan.

The 27-year-old 
Amandeep made his pro-
fessional debut in 2016 

against Sunil Sharma in 
Delhi. He has fought two 
bouts so far and won both 
of them with the second 
one being a knockout 
against Pakpoom Ham-
marach of Thailand.

“I am fully prepared 
for third ight against 
Manoj Kumar.

Manoj is new to pro 
boxing and I am sure I 
will knock him out in 
the irst round in his de-
but game,” Amandeep,a 
Commonwealth Games 
bronze-medallist, said.

The 21-year-old 
Kharera will face debu-
tant Nikhil Sharma from 
Goa in a six-round con-
test in Welterweight cat-
egory (66.7Kg).

Dhanda, 27, will face 
24-year-old Fateh Singh 
from Delhi in a four-
round contest in the 
Lightweight (61.2 Kg) 
category.

In another four-
round ight for Super 
Bantamweight 61.2kg 
category, Asad Asif Khan 
from Kolkata will take on 
Sunil Siwach.

All-Indian undercard for
Vijender’s fi ght night

CHANDRA SHEKHAR
B  A , D  14 (PTI): 
Bringing disappointment to 
developing countries like In-
dia, the talks at the WTO’s 
11th ministerial conference 
collapsed, with the US going 
back on its commitment to ind 
a permanent solution to the 
public food stockholding issue.

The four-day conference, 
which ended without a minis-
terial declaration or any sub-
stantive outcome, did manage 
to make some feeble progress 
on isheries and e-commerce by 
agreeing to work programmes.

As the US refused to engage, 
the 164-member World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) failed to 
reach a common ground for re-
solving the food security issue, 
a demand raised prominently 
by India.

Even after hectic parleys, 
intense lobbying and pro-
longed posturing, the member 
nations failed to break an im-
passe over public food stock-
holding, disappointing a num-
ber of member states, especial-
ly the developing ones.

Following the breakdown 
of talks, there was no ministe-
rial declaration, though con-
ference chair and Argentin-
ean Minister Susana Malcorra 
made a statement highlighting 
the developments.

For India, failure to success-
fully push the food security is-
sue was a disappointment, but 
the of icials took comfort from 

the fact that the country did 
not yield any ground on other 
issues and kept its defensive 
interests in various ields intact.

The fate of the ministerial 
conference was sealed after 
Assistant US Trade Represen-
tative Sharon Bomer Lauritsen 
in a small group meeting said 
permanent solution to the food 
stockholding issue was not ac-
ceptable to America.

“Unfortunately, the strong 
position of one member against 
agriculture reform based on 
current WTO mandates and 
rules led to a deadlock without 
any outcome on agriculture or 
even a work programme for the 
next two years,” said a state-
ment issued by India at the end 
of the conference.

A dejected WTO Direc-
tor General Roberto Azevedo 
expressed disappointment 
over the way the negotia-
tions progressed and called 
for soul-searching among the 
member countries. In multi-
lateral negotiations, he added, 

“you do not get what you want, 
but you get what is possible”.

Admitting failure, Malcorra 
said, “We fell short on various 
issues, but there is life after 
Buenos Aires... We need to ind 
ways for removing deadlock 
and move forward.”

The Indian team led by 
Commerce and Industry Min-
ister Suresh Prabhu, in coop-
eration with the G33 grouping, 
had pitched hard for perma-
nent solution to food security 
issue as it was crucial for live-
lihood of 800 million people 
across the globe.

Under the global trade 
norms, a WTO member coun-
try’s food subsidy bill should 
not breach the limit of 10 per 
cent of the value of production 
based on the reference price of 
1986-88.

Apprehending that full 
implementation of food secu-
rity programme may result in 
breach of the WTO cap, India 
has been seeking amendments 
in the formula to calculate the 

food subsidy cap.
As an interim measure, 

the WTO members at the Bali 
ministerial meeting in Decem-
ber 2013 had agreed to put in 
place a mechanism popularly 
called the Peace Clause and 
had committed to negotiating 
an agreement for permanent 
solution at the 11th ministerial 
meeting in Buenos Aires.

However, as no agreement 
was reached at MC 11, the 
Peace Clause will continue and 
also the existing mandate to 
ind a permanent solution.

“... The existing mandates 
and decisions ensure that work 
will go forward and the mem-
bers will continue to work on 
issues such as the permanent 
solution on public stockholding 
for food security purposes, agri-
culture Special Safeguard Mech-
anism and agriculture domestic 
support,” read India’s statement.

Decisions to set up a work 
programme on isheries sub-
sidies and continue with the 
non-negotiating mandate of 
the existing work programme 
on e-commerce were in line 
with the positions pursued by 
India at the conference.

Several developed countries 
wanted to bring the issue of 
e-commerce to the negotiating 
table, but India opposed it on 
the ground that WTO rules on 
this emerging sector would re-
strict the policy space necessary 
for promoting domestic players.

It was also decided to con-

tinue with the current practice 
of not imposing Customs duties 
on electronic transmissions for 
another two years till 2019.

On the other hand, no 
agreement was reached on 
new issues like investment fa-
cilitation, MSMEs, gender and 
trade in absence of consen-
sus. India was against pushing 
new issues on the negotiating 
table as it would dilute the 
commitment to deal with the 
existing ones.

According to officials, the 
ministers could not arrive at 
an agreed ministerial decla-
ration as a few of them did 
not support reiteration of 
“key underlying principles 
guiding WTO and various 
agreed mandates”.

India wanted explicit ref-
erence on commitment for 
completion of the Doha De-
velopment Agenda (DDA) and 
af irmation of faith in multilat-
eralism. As some members did 
not agree to India’s submis-
sion, the ministerial declara-
tion failed to pass the muster.

India, the statement said, 
“stood irm on its stand on the 
fundamental principles of the 
WTO including multilateralism, 
rule-based consensual deci-
sion-making, an independent 
and credible dispute resolution 
and appellate process, the cen-
trality of development, which 
underlines the DDA and special 
and differential treatment for 
all developing countries”.

WTO talks collapse, no agreement on food security

Y , D  14 (AFP): At 
least 6,700 Rohingya Muslims 
were killed in the irst month 
of a Myanmar army crackdown 
on rebels in Rakhine state that 
began in late August, Doctors 
Without Borders (MSF) said 
today.

The igure is the highest 
estimated death toll yet of 
violence that erupted on Au-
gust 25 and triggered a mas-
sive refugee crisis, with more 
than 620,000 Rohingya leeing 
Myanmar for Bangladesh over 
a three-month period.

The UN and US have de-
scribed the military operation 
as “ethnic cleansing” of the 
Muslim minority, but have not 
released speci ic death tolls.

“At least 6,700 Rohingya, 
in the most conservative esti-
mations, are estimated to have 
been killed, including at least 
730 children below the age of 
ive,” MSF said today.

The group’s indings come 
from six surveys of more than 
11,426 people in Rohingya ref-
ugee camps and cover the irst 
month after the crisis erupted.

“We met and spoke with 

survivors of violence in Myan-
mar, who are now sheltering in 
overcrowded and unsanitary 
camps in Bangladesh,” said the 
group’s medical director Sid-
ney Wong.

“What we uncovered was 
staggering, both in terms of the 
numbers of people who report-
ed a family member died as a re-
sult of violence, and the horri ic 
ways in which they said they 
were killed or severely injured.”

Rohingya refugees have 
shocked the globe with consis-
tent stories of security forces 
and ethnic Rakhine Buddhist 
mobs driving them out of their 
homes with bullets, rape and 

arson that reduced hundreds 
of villages to ash.

Rights groups say the 
crackdown was the culmina-
tion of years of persecution 
and discrimination against the 
Muslim group in mainly Bud-
dhist Myanmar, where they are 
effectively stateless and deni-
grated as outsiders.

Earlier this month the Unit-
ed Nations High Commissioner 
for Human Rights Zeid Ra’ad Al 
Hussein said the military-led 
crackdown appeared to in-
clude “elements of genocide”.

The MSF surveys put a 
number to the horrors.

Gunshot wounds were the 

cause of death in 69 per cent of 
the cases, according to the aid 
organisation.

Another nine per cent were 
reported burned alive inside 
houses, while ive per cent 
died from fatal beatings.

For children under ive, 
nearly 60 per cent died after 
being shot, MSF found.

MSF said the peak in deaths 
coincided with the launch of 
“clearance operations” by the 
army and local militias in late 
August, and showed “that Ro-
hingya have been targeted”.

Myanmar’s government 
did not respond to a request 
for comment.

But it has consistently denied 
committing atrocities in Rakh-
ine, saying the crackdown was 
a proportionate response to the 
Rohingya militants who attacked 
police posts on August 25, killing 
around a dozen of icials.

The army has put the of i-
cial death toll at 400 people, in-
cluding 376 Rohingya “terror-
ists”, and cleared its troops of 
any abuses in an internal probe.

The government has also 
blocked a UN fact- inding team 

from accessing northern Rakh-
ine state, despite global calls 
for a credible investigation.

Richard Horsey, an indepen-
dent political analyst based in 
Yangon, said the MSF estimates 
were “quite shocking” and 
would “inevitably lead to a re-
newed focus internationally on 
the question of accountability”.

The Rohingya are not rec-
ognised as an ethnic group in 
Myanmar and have been sys-
tematically stripped of their 
legal rights.

Before the latest crisis, 
Bangladesh was already host-
ing hundreds of thousands of 
Rohingya who led previous 
waves of persecution.

“I think the MSF igure is an 
underestimate,” Mohammad 
Zuabir, a Rohingya teacher and 
community leader who has 
been a refugee in Bangladesh 
for 25 years, told AFP.

“Almost every Rohingya 
family has one or multiple 
members killed in the violence. 
When people led their villages 
in Rakhine, they saw roads and 
homes littered with dead bod-
ies,” he added.

6,700 Rohingya killed in irst month of Myanmar violence: MSF
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B , D  14 (AFP): South Korean 
President Moon Jae-In will meet with 
his Chinese counterpart Xi Jinping in 
Beijing today amid mixed US signals 
about potential talks to resolve the 
North Korean nuclear crisis.

Relations between Beijing and 
Seoul have encountered their own 
rough patch over the US military’s de-
ployment of a powerful anti-missile 
defence system in the South to counter 
the North’s threats.

Moon hopes to “normalise” ties 
during the visit, his of ice has said, after 
Beijing imposed economic measures 
against South Korean companies, a 
move seen as retaliation to the installa-
tion of the THAAD (Terminal High Alti-
tude Area Defense) system.

China sees the deployment as a 
threat to its own security.

Moving past the disagreement has 
become increasingly important amid 
growing concern that bellicose rhetoric 
between Washington and Pyongyang 
could spark war on the Korean 
peninsula.

“The highlights to watch of the visit 
would be whether the two sides (Seoul 
and Beijing) can start a dialogue and 
cooperation mechanism on the DPRK 
(North Korea) nuclear issue,” said Zhu 
Feng, international studies professor at 
Peking University.

China has long refused to counte-
nance the possibility that the North’s 
Communist regime could collapse.

But a series of nuclear and missile 
tests combined with pressure from US 
President Donald Trump has pushed 
Beijing to reconsider its position and 
prioritise improving relations with 
Seoul.

“It is a very uncertain period,” Zhu 
said. “The two sides need high-level 

dialogues and dialogues between mili-
taries.

These dialogues cannot really start 
without the normalisation of the bilat-
eral relations.” 

Moon’s visit comes after US Sec-
retary of State Rex Tillerson said 
Washington was ready to talk to 
North Korea “without precondi-
tions”, though it remains determined 
to force Pyongyang to give up its nu-

clear arsenal.
China and Russia responded posi-

tively to Tillerson’s remarks, even af-
ter the White House appeared to put 
his proposal in question by saying 
Trump’s “views on North Korea have 
not changed.” 

Beijing has pressed for talks to 
peacefully resolve the crisis, but there 
are signals that it has begun to prepare 
for the possibility of the North’s 
collapse.

Tillerson said Tuesday that US 
and Chinese officials have discussed 
scenarios in case the North Korean 
regime falls, including steps to deal 
with refugees crossing the border, 
and how to secure Pyongyang’s nu-
clear weapons.

Washington’s top diplomat said 
these discussions involved him, the US 
defence secretary and military chief, 
and senior Chinese of icials.

Such discussions were unthinkable 
just a few months ago.

But China’s priority has been to con-
vince the United States and North Ko-
rea to hold talks.

Beijing has also urged the US, Japan 
and South Korea to suspend joint mil-
itary drills in the region in return for 
North Korea to halt its nuclear activi-
ties -- an idea consistently rejected by 
Washington and Seoul.

China, S Korea leaders to discuss N. Korea nukes

L , D  14 (PTI): 
British Prime Minister 
Theresa May has lost 
a crucial Brexit vote in 
the UK Parliament after 
the rebels in her party 
backed an amendment 
giving them a legal guar-
antee of a say on the inal 
divorce deal struck with 
the European Union.

The British Prime 
Minister was defeated 
on an amendment to 
the European Union 
Withdrawal Bill by four 
votes, in her irst major 
House of Commons 
bruising yesterday.

MPs from across dif-
ferent parties voted in fa-
vour of Parliament being 
given a meaningful vote 
on the terms of Brexit by 
309 votes to 305.

Conservative party 
rebels had made com-
mon cause with Oppo-
sition Labour MPs on a 
highly contentious issue.

The EU Withdrawal 
Bill is intended to for-
mally end Britain’s mem-
bership of the EU, as well 
as smooth its exit by 
transferring thousands 
of pieces of European 
legislation onto the UK 
statute books.

It also gives ministers 
powers to amend the 
laws as they move across, 
to address any technical 
glitches.

The government re-
mained de iant following 
the defeat.

“We are disappointed 
that Parliament has vot-
ed for this amendment 
despite the strong assur-
ances that we have set 
out.

We are as clear as 
ever that this Bill, and 
the powers within it, are 

essential,” a UK govern-
ment spokesperson said.

“This amendment 
does not prevent us from 
preparing our statute 
book for exit day. We will 
now determine wheth-
er further changes are 
needed to the Bill to en-
sure it ful ils its vital pur-
pose,” the spokesperson 
added.

May had warned that 
such a rebellion could 
threaten the UK s “order-
ly and smooth exit” from 
the European Union.

Former UK attorney 
general Dominic Grieve, 
who had brought the 
amendment, told the 
Commons he intended to 
put the “country before 
his party” amid concerns 
over the potential for the 
lagship Brexit legisla-

tion to become a “very 
worrying tool of execu-
tive power”.

Ministers admitted 
last night’s defeat was a 
“signi icant setback” but 
insisted it would not frus-
trate the Brexit process.

However, Labour 
leader Jeremy Corbyn 
described it as a “humil-
iating loss of authority” 
for the Prime Minister 
ahead of her trip to Brus-
sels, where she hopes EU 
leaders will approve the 
start of Brexit trade talks.

In an immediate act 
of retribution by the Gov-
ernment, Tory MP Ste-
phen Hammond - one of 
the rebels - was sacked as 
the vice chairman of the 
party after the vote.

Meanwhile, Brexiteer 
MP Nadine Dorries de-
manded the 11 rebels be 
“deselected and never al-
lowed to stand as a Tory 
MP ever again”.

Rebels defeat May 
in Brexit vote on key 
EU withdrawal law

An Islamic extremist suicide bomber disguised as a police of icer killed at least 17 and injured 20 at 
a police academy in Somalia’s capital on Thursday, police said. Colonel Mohamud Aden said that 20 

other of icers were wounded by the blast, some of them seriously. The bomber, with explosives strapped 
around his waist and torso, in iltrated General Kahiye Police Academy and targeted of icers gathering for 
special morning exercises, Captain Mohamed Hussein said. The of icers were rehearsing for Somalia’s 
Police Day celebrations scheduled for 20 Dec, Hussein said.

Colombo, Dec 14 (PTI): 
The India-assisted emer-
gency ambulance service 
in Sri Lanka would be fur-
ther expanded in seven 
more provinces, Prime 
Minister Ranil Wickrem-
esinghe has proposed to 
the Cabinet.

India launched the 
emergency ambulance 
service in July, 2016 for 
western and southern 
provinces of Sri Lan-
ka through an outright 
grant of USD 7.6 million 
to uplift and improve 
medical facilities in the 
island.

“This service which 
is conducted in western 
and southern province is 
to be expended to other 
7 provinces,” the govern-
ment said in a statement 
today.

The present 
agreement between the 
Indian entity, GVK EMRI 
Lanka Pvt Ltd and the 
Sri Lankan Ministry of 
Health Nutrition and 

Indigenous Medicine is 
to be extended.

During Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s vis-
it to Sri Lanka in March 
2015, he had received a 
request for assistance for 
setting of the emergency 
ambulance service in the 

country.
After the visit, Wick-

remesinghe, wrote to 
Modi for support for set-
ting up of an emergency 
ambulance service and 
its operations for the irst 
year. Modi had assured 
full support. The deci-

sion was formalised in 
September 2015 during 
the visit of Wickremes-
inghe to India.

India’s development 
portfolio in Sri Lanka is 
nearly USD 2.6 billion, 
out of which USD 436 
million is pure grants.

India-assisted emergency ambulance
service to expand in Lanka

M , D  14 
(AP): An Islamic extrem-
ist suicide bomber dis-
guised as a police of icer 
killed at least 17 and in-
jured 20 at a police acad-
emy in Somalia’s capital 
today, police said.

Colonel Mohamud 
Aden said that 20 other 
of icers were wound-
ed by the blast, some of 
them seriously.

The bomber, with ex-
plosives strapped around 
his waist and torso, in-
iltrated General Kahiye 

Police Academy and tar-
geted of icers gathering 
for special morning exer-
cises, Captain Mohamed 
Hussein said. The of icers 
were rehearsing for So-
malia’s Police Day cele-
brations scheduled for De-
cember 20, Hussein said.

The bomber walked 
into the police academy 
undetected and joined a 
long line of of icers in the 
rehearsal parade before 
he detonated the explo-
sives under his sports-
wear, Hussein said.

“He detonated his 
bomb vest having real-
ised that his presence 
had drawn suspicion 

among of icers in the 
queue,” he said.

Police of icer Farah 
Omar who was at the 
scene at the time of the 
blast said the bomber tar-
geted a spot where dozens 
of soldiers had gathered.

The Somalia-based al-
Shabab extremist group 
quickly claimed respon-
sibility for the attack. Al-
Shabab, which is allied to 
al-Qaida, carries out fre-
quent bombings and at-
tacks against hotels, check-
points and other high-pro-
ile areas of Mogadishu.

Suicide bomber kills 17 at 
Somalia police academy
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A STAR FOR THE ROCK: WWE Superstar and Actor Dwayne Johnson receive his own star at the 
Hollywood Walk Of Fame in Los Angeles. 
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EtCETERA

A R C T I C   C I R C L E  - HALLATT

B A B Y   B L U E S  - KIRKMAN & SCOTT

L O C K H O R N S  - HOEST & REINER

ARIES: Is your fi nancial situa-
tion confusing? Are you starting 
to panic about it? You may be 
getting worked up over nothing. 
Get all your paperwork togeth-
er, focus on the facts, and see 
what’s really happening. Once 
you consult the actual fi gures 
and go over them a few times, 
you should fi nd that you can 
handle the situation.  
TAURUS: Ideas for creative 
projects may be fl ooding your 
mind, but they may be too gen-
eral or vague to grasp. Make a 
list if you like, but don’t feel you 
have to start anything today. You 
may need a few days to let the 
ideas churn around before set-

tling on the best one to start. Be 
patient.
GEMINI: Have you been get-
ting strange vibes from some-
one close to you? Chances are 
this person isn’t upset with 
you. He or she may be worried 
about upcoming changes in the 
professional environment. All 
signs are that these worries are 
groundless. Off er to take your 
friend out to lunch and just 
listen. You’ll be able to light-
en the load and provide some 
much-needed perspective.  
CANCER: A current or poten-
tial love partner may drop out of 
sight and not return your calls. 
You could panic, wondering 

if your friend has lost interest. 
Don’t jump to conclusions. Your 
partner may be involved in other 
matters. Remember the old say-
ing, “If you love something, let 
it go.” If you cling, it was never 
yours in the fi rst place.  
LEO: A gathering of psychics, 
artists, and spiritually oriented 
people could take place in your 
home today. This may be a fas-
cinating and stimulating meet-
ing, but there may be someone 
who likes to stir controversy and 
debate. Be aware of this possi-
bility and short-circuit it if you 
can or this promising encounter 
could end with battered egos 
and bruised feelings.  

VIRGO: A class you’ve wanted 
to take may open up, and you’ll 
want to register right away. You 
might have a few diffi  culties. If 
you try to sign up by phone, the 
line may be busy. If you enroll 
online, the website might crash. 
Don’t get discouraged and give 
up. These are only temporary 
delays. You won’t want to miss 
the class. Keep trying!  
LIBRA: Do you have a lot of 
money in investments? Even if 
you have only a savings account 
or home equity, you could be a 
bit disconcerted when the stock 
market takes a nosedive. A lot is 
going on behind the scenes that 
the general public doesn’t know. 

The situation is temporary. The 
market should be back to normal 
before too long.
SCORPIO: A love partner may 
seem distracted. Don’t jump to 
the conclusion that your friend 
has found someone else. The 
problem is more likely to center 
on obstacles that your partner 
has encountered in achieving 
a cherished goal. When your 
friend decides to share this with 
you, you might be able to shed 
some light on the situation.  
SAGITTARIUS: Equipment 
could give you trouble today. 
You’re probably good at working 
with it, but when it comes to trou-
bleshooting, you might not know 

as much as you should. Don’t 
make yourself crazy worrying 
about it. Get a friend or colleague 
to assist you, or better yet, call a 
professional. You’ll feel more 
confi dent and get a lot more done.  
CAPRICORN: A friend’s lack 
of communication and perhaps 
even shortness with you could 
bring up your insecurities and 
have you wondering if this per-
son still cares about you. Don’t 
worry. Your friend is upset, but 
not about you. He or she may be 
too caught up in diffi  culties to 
realize the problem.  
AQUARIUS: A member of 
your group may have gone away 
without telling anyone where he 

or she was going. This could be 
worrisome for the rest of you, 
but don’t fret. Your friend is 
probably OK, but may just need 
to do some thinking alone. You 
have to accept that you won’t 
hear from this person today. 
Have faith and don’t worry.  
PISCES: A strange, unexpected 
call or email could puzzle you. 
You may not know the caller, 
the information might not make 
sense, or it might bring news 
that doesn’t feel right. Whatev-
er you hear may be exaggerated 
if not false. If it’s important to 
you, check out the facts before 
jumping to conclusions and be-
fore passing it on to others.
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15TH DECEMBER 
1961:  China under Chiang 
Kai-shek applied to become 
a member of the United Na-
tions and the General As-
sembly was to vote on it. The 
discussion went on for two 
weeks and the U.S. was op-
posed to China being a part 
of the U.N. The U.S. had kept 
the issue at bay for a decade. 
1967: The Silver Bridge 
across the Ohio River col-
lapses during rush hour and 
a number of cars fall into the 
icy water killing 46. 
1791: The first 10 ammend-
ments to the U.S. Constitu-
tion ( Bill Of Rights ) intro-
duced by James Madison 
which limit the power of the 
U.S. federal government are 
ratified by three-fourths of 
the States, The Bill Of Rights 
protect the natural rights of 
liberty and property includ-
ing freedom of religion, free-
dom of speech, a free press, 
free assembly, and free asso-
ciation, as well as the right to 

keep and bear arms. 
1978: The American Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter announc-
es America recognizes the 
People’s Republic of China 
and cutoff all relations with 
Taiwan / Formosa. This was 
in response to China’s claim 
that Taiwan was under the 
control of the People’s Re-
public of China ( PRC ). ( The 
ongoing dispute between 
China and Taiwan contin-
ues even now with the PRC 
claiming sovereignty ) Tai-
wan does have it’s own cur-
rency and government. 
2012: A helicopter crash in 
Nigeria’s Bayelsa state killed 
Governor Patrick Ibrahim 
Yakowa, the governor of the 
country’s Kaduna state and 
former national security ad-
visor General Owoye Azazi. 
2013: Work on one of the 
stadiums intended for the 
2014 World Cup to be held 
in Brazil was stopped by a 
court. The construction was 
stopped at the Manaus stadi-
um after a worker fell from 
a roof and died. The court 
wanted a report on the site’s 
safety conditions before 
work could resume.

Well, it’s no secret that 
Diljit is an ardent fan of 

reality television queen Kylie 
Jenner. He’s frequently seen 
crushing on the internet sen-
sation publicly by comment-
ing on her Instagram posts in 
Punjabi, much to the amuse-
ment of all his fans. Recently, 
Diljit Dosanjh revealed that 
he will soon release a song 
about his crush in January.

 “I have made a song 
which has references to Kylie, 
it releases in January,” Diljit 
told to a leading daily.

Earlier in an interview, 

the Udta Punjab actor con-
fessed his feelings for Ky-
lie. He said, “I love her very 
much. Now, more than loving 
her, what makes me happy 
is how much people are in-
terested in my comments. 
I never leave any chance to 
comment. But she hasn’t re-
plied yet, may be soon. Also, 
I comment in Punjabi, so that 
she doesn’t reply. My people 
should have fun that’s it.”

DILJIT DOSANJH TO DEDICATE A SONG
TO REALITY TV STAR KYLIE JENNER

The actress also accused 
Weinstein of pressuring 

her into doing a sex scene 
with another woman in the 
2002 ilm Frida.

Hollywood star Salma 
Hayek has become the latest 
actress to speak out against 
ilm producer Harvey Wein-

stein, accusing him of sexual 
harassment and branding 
him a “monster”.

The Mexican-born 
51-year-old hit out at the 
Hollywood mogul in a reveal-
ing article published in the 
New York Times, detailing 
alleged sexual harassment, 
bullying and threats made 
against her.

She claimed he once told 
her: “I will kill you, don’t 
think I can’t.”

The actress, who said she 
was inspired to share her ex-
periences after others came 
forward, wrote about her 
time working on the 2002 
ilm Frida - in which she 

played Mexican painter Frida 
Kahlo.

Hayek said she was ini-
tially pleased to work with 
Weinstein but claimed she 
soon found herself rejecting 
sexual advances from the 
producer.

She said that when she 
spurned his advances, that 
“with every refusal came 
Harvey’s Machiavellian rage”.

The actress accused 
Weinstein of threatening to 
axe the ilm and claimed he 
pressured her into doing a 
sex scene with another wom-
an in the ilm.

Hayek said she had a 
“nervous breakdown” when 
she came to shoot the scene.

In the piece, she wrote 
that Weinstein was a “pas-
sionate cinephile, a risk tak-
er, a patron of talent in ilm, a 
loving father and a monster”.

She added: “I never 
showed Harvey how terri ied 
I was of him… Until there is 
equality in our industry, with 
men and women having the 
same value in every aspect of 
it, our community will con-
tinue to be a fertile ground 
for predators.”

Weinstein’s spokeswom-
an Holly Baird has since is-
sued a statement on his be-
half disputing Hayek’s claims.

It said: “Mr Weinstein 
does not recall pressuring 
Salma to do a gratuitous sex 
scene with a female co-star 
and he was not there for the 
ilming.

“All of the sexual allega-
tions as portrayed by Salma 
are not accurate and others 
who witnessed the events have 
a different account of what 
transpired.”The latest claims 
come after more than 50 wom-

en accused the 65-year-old of 
sexual harassment or assault 
over the past three decades. 
Police in New York, Los Ange-
les, Beverly Hills and London 
have said they are investigat-
ing allegations against the ilm 
producer.

Weinstein has strongly 
denied having non-consen-
sual sex with anyone.

SALMA HAYEK CLAIMS HARVEY
WEINSTEIN SEXUALLY HARASSED AND

THREATENED TO KILL HER

TAYLOR SWIFT SAYS SHE ‘COULDN’T HAVE ASKED FOR A BETTER
YEAR’ AS SHE CELEBRATES 28TH BIRTHDAY

The pop star celebrated her 28th birthday on Wednes-
day with well-wishes from her famous squad members 

and loyal Swifties, later thanking them on Instagram with 
a sweet caption and a photo of her performing at the Jingle 
Bell Ball in London over the weekend.

“I love you guys so much,” Swift said. “I couldn’t have 
asked for a better year, all thanks to you. Thanks for all the 
birthday wishes. Can’t wait to see what 28 will be like. See 
you on tour.”

On her birthday, Swift gifted fans with the dates of her 
upcoming tour of the chart-topping album reputation, ask-
ing: “Are you ready for it?” Swift’s reputation tour kicks off in 
the spring with 33 stops in North America, and tickets went 
on sale Wednesday.

“I love you guys so much. Thank you for making this, 
what an amazing way to start my birthday,” Swift wrote on 
Tumblr Wednesday morning, thanking her fans for making 
a video montage.


