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KJM VARMA 
B , N  18 (PTI):

A strong earthquake 
measuring 6.9 on the 

Richter scale jolted the 
Nyingchi city and sur-
rounding areas in Tibet, 
close to the border with 
Arunachal Pradesh, in 
the early hours today.

No casualties were 
reported immediately 
but the quake caused 
power failure and dam-
age to properties and 
roads in several villages 
of the region.

The epicentre of the 
quake was detected at a 
depth of 10 km in Nying-
chi, the state-run Xinhua 
news agency reported.

Four minor aftershocks 
measuring between 5 and 
3.1 on the Richter scale 
were reported from the 
city’s rural areas.

Basang Cering, party 
chief in Zhaxigang village 
of Lunang Township, told 
Xinhua that he could not 
stand still inside his house 
when the quake struck. Six 
houses in his village were 
damaged in the jolt.

Sources with local 
electricity supply said 
the power grids of both 
the Tibetan province 
and Nyingchi are oper-
ating normally, though 
an emergency response 
mechanism has been 
launched.

The China Seismolog-

ical Bureau observed that 
the highest seismic inten-
sity of the quake affected 
an area of 500 square 
metres, which is sparsely 
populated.

The tremors triggered 
falling rocks, blocking a 
highway linking Nyingc-
hi’s city proper with Tang-
mai, one of the quake-hit 
townships. Armed po-
lice transport troops are 
clearing the road.

The Fire Department 
of the Ministry of Public 
Security said ire ighters 
from Nyingchi are ready 
in Tangmai Township. 
Another team of rescu-
ers will take helicopter 

to Gyalha village at the 
epicentre, after road to 
the village was blocked 
by rocks.

The Ministry of Trans-
port has also dispatched 
staff to investigate the 
safety condition of bridg-
es in the affected area.

The Tibet subsidiaries 
of Chinese telecom provid-
ers China Mobile and Chi-
na Tower said that their 
networks are operating 
normally. But the Tibet 
branch of China Telecom 
reported the disruption of 
an optical cable for broad-
band service in Pome and 
Zayul counties.

Dalai Lama to 
arrive in Bodh 
Gaya in Dec
G  (B ), N  18 
(PTI): The Dalai Lama 
will arrive in Bodh Gaya, 
the place where the Bud-
dha had attained enlight-
enment, on a 50-day-long 
tour next month, of icials 
said today.

“The Dalai Lama will 
arrive in Bodh Gaya on 
December 26. His tour 
will be 50-day-long. 
During his stay, the Dalai 
Lama will be offering dis-
courses at the Kalchakra 
Maidan on January 5-7 
and again on January 14-
16”, Bodh Gaya Temple 
Management Committee 
member Arvind Kumar 
Singh said.

“The Dalai Lama is 
also expected to receive 
a number of heads of 
state from ASEAN coun-
tries who are likely to 
visit Delhi for attending 
the Republic Day cele-
brations and then ly to 
Bodh Gaya to seek the 
blessings of the revered 
spiritual leader”, he said.

Divisional Commis-
sioner, Magadh, Jeet-
endra Srivastava said 
“a high-level meeting, 
chaired by Gaya District 
Magistrate Kumar Ravi, 
was held yesterday in 
which discussions were 
held to make necessary 
preparations, including 
security arrangements, 
in view of the Dalai La-
ma’s proposed visit”.

Inspector General of 
Police, Patna Zone, Nai-
yar Hasnain Khan said 
“the Senior Superinten-
dent of Police of Gaya, 
Garima Malik, has been 
directed to submit a re-
port after reviewing se-
curity requirements for 
the Dalai Lama and other 
VVIPs who may be visit-
ing during his stay”.

“The district police 
will be provided all as-
sistance from zonal and 
headquarter levels with 
regard to CCTV cameras, 
central paramilitary forc-
es and other security-re-
lated requirements”, the 
IGP added.

G , 18 N  [IPR]: A pop-
ular marathon mega event, ‘Sik-
kim Run-for better tomorrow’, 
is scheduled to be held on 10 
Dec this year under the banner 
of Gangtok-based Non Govern-
mental Organization, ZEST.

Minister for Health, IPR & 
Printing Departments, Arjun 
Kumar Ghatani, who is also the 
chief patron of ZEST, chaired 
a coordination meeting at the 
conference hall of Sports & 
Youth Affairs Department in Pal-
jor Stadium today. 

The meeting was attended 
by Secretary-Sports & Youth Af-
fairs, SD Dhakal, departmental 
of icials from Health, Urban De-
velopment & Housing Depart-
ment, Department of Sports, 

Gangtok Municipal Corporation, 
Central Referral Hospital Mani-
pal, Sikkim University and rep-
resentatives from private societ-
ies and associations.

During the meeting, Secre-
tary-SYA, Mr Dhakal, was unan-
imously elected as the chief 
programme coordinator of the 
4th Sikkim Run Organizing 
Committee. Further, he coordi-
nated entire discussion of the 
house which was focused on 
inalisation of running route, lo-

gistic support, hospitality man-
agement, sponsorship, cultural 
programme and other technical 
aspects of the event.

The marathon will have four 
categories which will include 
Half Marathon of 21 KMS for the 

age group of 18-45 yrs, Great 
Run of 10 KMS for 14-18 years, 
Run for Cause for 18 years and 
above [5 KMS] and Veterans Run 
of 10 KMS for interested people 
above 45 years of age.

Mr Ghatani applauded the 
noble initiatives taken up by 
ZEST in channelising youth to-
wards positive activities. He 
spoke about the dedication of 
the state government towards 
environmental protection and 
said that Sikkim is the best place 
to organize such events.

He also advised the gather-
ing to display theme based edu-
cative banners and other adver-
tisements to generate massive 
awareness on various subjects. 
He urged everyone to shoulder 

assigned responsibilities collec-
tively to make the event a grand 
success.

Earlier, Special Secre-
tary-Tourism, CP Dhakal, appre-
ciated the initiative taken up by 
ZEST and expressed hope that 
the quality of tourism would im-
prove through such events.

Director-Health Service, Dr 
Uttam Pradhan, assured to ex-
tend all possible support from 
the department.

Marathon Man of Sikkim, 
Amar Subba, also shared his ex-
periences and gave technical in-
puts for the event.

NGO ZEST expressed grati-
tude to Mr Ghatani for his con-
sistent support and guidance.

B , N  18 (PTI): India’s Manushi 
Chhillar was today crowned as Miss 
World 2017 at a grand event held in 
Sanya in China.

The 20-year-old medical student 
from Haryana had won Femina Miss In-
dia World 2017 in May this year.

The announcment was made on the 
pageant’s of icial Twitter handle.

“The winner of Miss World 2017 is 
Miss India Manushi Chhillar,” the tweet 
said. Manushi had made it to the top 5 
along with contestants from England, 

France, Kenya and Mexico.
The irst and the second runners-up 

were Miss England Stephanie Hill and 
Miss Mexico Andrea Meza.

The coveted title was last won by 
Priyanka Chopra for India in 2000, a 
year after Yukta Mookhey had made the 
country proud.

In 1997, Diana Hayden had bagged 
the title, while Aishwarya Rai had the 
honours in 1994.

Reita Faria was the irst Indian to 
win the crown in the 1966.

N  D , N  18 
(PTI): Rajasthan and 
Uttarakhand were today 
jolted by medium inten-
sity earthquakes mea-
suring 4.2 and 3.3 on the 
Richter scale, the India 
Meteorological Depart-
ment said.

The irst quake hit 
Jodhpur at 1521 hrs, 
while the second quake 
hit Pithoragarh in Uttara-

khand at 1832 hrs, it said.
However, there were 

no immediate reports of 
loss of life and property.

Earlier in the day, a 
strong quake jolted Tibet, 
tremors of which were 
felt in the northeast-
ern state of Arunachal 
Pradesh, the IMD said.

The Himalayan belt is 
known for high seismo-
logical activity.

Protests against 
‘Padmavati’ 
spreads to 
Kolkata
K , N  18 (PTI): 
Protests against Bolly-
wood ilm ‘Padmavati’ 
spread to Kolkata today 
with an organisation of the 
Rajput community burn-
ing pictures of its director 
Sanjay Leela Bhansali, and 
demanding “objection-
able” scenes of the movie 
be deleted before release.

The Central Board of 
Film Certi ication (CBFC) 
had yesterday sent back 
Bhansali’s ilm, slated to 
be released on December 
1, because the applica-
tion for the certi ication 
was “incomplete”.

The ilm, starring 
Deepika Padukone as 
Padmavati, Shahid Ka-
poor as Maharawal Ratan 
Singh and Ranveer Singh 

Strong quake strikes Tibet 
close to Arunachal

Manushi Chhillar crowned 
Miss World 2017

Sikkim will be running for a better 
tomorrow this December

Medium intensity quake jolts 
Rajasthan, Uttarakhand

Rally & Poster Campaign against 
substance abuse in Kalimpong
K , 18 N : In order to address the increas-
ing number of cases related to substance abuse among 
children, Bal Suraksha Abhiyan Trust organized a ral-

ly and poster/sticker campaign against illegal buying 
and selling of liquor or drugs to minors in Kalimpong 
today. Various schools from Kalimpong participat-
ed in the event along with Teachers forum on Child 
Rights. SP, Ajit Singh Yadav attended the program as 
chief guest along with senior police of icers.

K , N  18 (PTI): The West 
Bengal government will spend Rs 
70 crore to improve safety infra-
structure in schools, a top of icial of 
the School Education department 
said today.

“Developing sound infrastruc-
ture in schools with good hygiene 
and clean environment dominates 
the state s agenda,” principal secre-
tary, School Education department, 

Dushyant Nariala told a gathering 
of more than 100 school teachers, 
including 45 principals, at the CII 
School Excellence Conclave here.

Later Nariala told reporters, “A 
sum of Rs 70 crore has been sanc-
tioned to improve the safety infra-
structure in government and govern-
ment-aided schools all over the state.” 

Elaborating he said, “the state 
government is forming safety com-

mittees in schools to look into safety 
issues.

“There are altogether 25 safety 
issues which ranged from healthy 
food, nutrition, protection from out-
siders, stop any use of tobacco and 
drugs in the campus and safeguard 
to cyber threats,” he said.

The government is also commit-
ted to end the practice of bullying by 
a section of students, he asserted.

WB to spend Rs 70 cr to improve 
safety infrastructure in schools 
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SUMMIT REPORT
G , 18 N :

Rotary Club of Gang-
tok South [RCGS] in 

collaboration with Ro-
tary Club of Greentown, 
Malaysia and Padma 
Ozer Choeling Second-
ary School, Chongyek-
Tar, Gangtok installed an 
E-Learning projector at 
Padma Ozer Choeling SS 
today, informs a press re-
lease issued by RCGS sec-
retary, Prakash Sundas.

During the handing 
over ceremony, Mr Sun-
das informed that the 
E-Learning project is a 
part of Rotary TEACH pro-

gramme. The projector 
comes with a pen drive 
programmed with teach-
ing module for classes 
3-10 [Science, Mathemat-
ics, EVS & English] as per 
CBSE syllabus.

Senior Board member, 
Kessang Eden, stated that 
the project will be a great 
boon to the students in 
comprehending complex 
subjects like Mathematics 
and Science and even En-
glish Language.

Chairperson-RCGS 
TEACH, Sunila Ver-
ma, briefed about the 
TEACH programme of 
Rotary India.

BJP supports 
people of 
Mangan 
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 18 N :

Bharatiya Janta Party 
Sikkim Pradesh has 

supported the protest 
rally taken out by the 
people of North Sikkim at 
Mangan on 17 Nov on the 
issue of Mangan district 
hospital construction. 

The party has stated 
that it may be the irst 
rally taken out by peo-
ple to protest against in-
ferior quality work in a 
non-political way. 

The party has appre-
ciated the step taken by 
Mangan and added that it 
will be followed in other 
parts of the State to pro-
test against corruption. 

A BJP press release 
states that people need 
transparency in govern-
mental works and the 
rally has conveyed that 
message.

ITBP organizes 
free medical 
camp at 
Chhaten
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 18 N :

The 11th Battalion of 
Indo Tibetan Border 

Police, Chungthang orga-
nized a medical camp at 
Chhaten in North Sikkim 
today under the guid-
ance of its Commandant, 
Rajesh Kumar Tomar. A 
press release informs 
that free health check up 
was conducted during 
the day by Medical Of-
icer, Dr SS Sindy along 

with provision of free 
medicines.

SUMMIT REPORT 
N , 18 N :

A meeting was held 
today at Namchi 

District Prison among 
various departmental of-
icers visiting the prison 

for inspection. 
MLA Tilu Gurung 

along with Assistant 
Superintendent of Po-
lice, Linda Palmo, Sub 
Divisional Police Officer 
[Namchi], Arun Thatal, 
Sub Divsional Magis-
trate [HQ], Sunil Moth-
ey, Chief Medical Offi-
cer [South], Dr Sarda 
Rai and various officers 
from the district visited 
the district prison. 

The of icials inspect-
ed various sections of the 
prison- female and male 
wards, kitchen, legal aid 
clinic, visiting room, dis-
pensary, and kitchen gar-
den. 

During the course of 
the inspection Superin-

tendent of District Pris-
on, Santosh Pradhan 
appraised the of icials 
regarding the need for 
extending the prison 
premises and many more 
necessary amenities. 

Mr Pradhan briefed 
about the aims and ob-
jectives of the inspection 
and said that the inspec-
tion is an opportunity for 

the visitors to monitor 
correctional programs, 
suggest new avenues for 
improvement and to ex-
amine individual or col-
lective grievances along 
with providing construc-
tive feedback. Mr Prad-
han also informed that 
the DPN facilitates the ac-
commodation of convicts 
and Under Trial Prison-

ers [UTPs] of South and 
West district.

MLA Tilu Gurung, in 
her address, highlight-
ed the imperative need 
to reinforce positive af-
irmation amongst the 

inmates and to inculcate 
healthy habit of reading, 
teaching, learning for 
self-development and 
positive motivation. Ad-

ditionally, Ms Gurung 
underlined that the UTPs 
should have faith in the 
judiciary and said that 
they should equally con-
tribute in uplifting the 
society. Furthermore 
she assured that the 
grievances brought to 
the attention during the 
interactive session will 
be looked upon by the 
authorities on priority 
basis.  

An, interactive ses-
sion with the UTPs of the 
prison and visitors was 
also held in which the 
UTP put forward their 
grievances pertaining to 
categories such as medi-
cal, judicial and executive 
issues. 

The of icials gave a 
patient hearing to the 
grievances and provid-
ed their valuable inputs 
in order to resolve the 
grievances.

State govt 
insincere to 
people of 
Sikkim: SKM
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 18 N :

Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha party today held 

a co-ordination meet-
ing in the presence of 
its working president, 
MP Subba, youth chief 
convenor, Janak Gurung, 
joint secretary-West, 
Hari Narayan Subedi, 
CLC president, Sudesh K 
Limboo, and independent 
Zilla candidate, Anita Rai, 
at Bongten Sapong GPU, 
under Maneybung Den-
tam Constituency, in West 
Sikkim, informs a press 
release issued by SKM 
press & publicity secre-
tary, Ranjana Pradhan.

The meeting high-
lighted issues regarding 
the alleged irregularities 
in the workings of the 
present government.

“It is time to come 
forward and oppose evil 
deeds which are being 
implemented to sup-
press the innocent peo-
ple of Sikkim,” said work-
ing president, Mr Subba.

Youth chief convenor, 
Mr Gurung, in his speech, 
said, “The ruling govern-
ment has never been sin-
cere regarding the uplift-
ment of young educated 
people. Employment in 
the government is kept 
saturated for educated 
youth but has been open 
for near and dear ones 
through back door entry 
which is totally a violation 
of democratic policies.”

Independent Zilla 
candidate, Ms Rai, ex-
pressed her dedication 
towards SKM and ap-
pealed to the gathering to 
uproot the ‘corrupt’ gov-
ernment from the State.

BIKASH CHETTRI
N , 18 N :

The two-day seminar 
conducted by Co-

operation Department, 
Namchi-Sub Division for 
various cooperative soci-
eties of South concluded 
today here at Namchi. 

The seminar was held 
to observe the 64th Co-
operative Week with the 
theme of ‘Empowering 
people through digitali-
zation of cooperative’. 

Namchi Municipal 
Committee chairperson, 
Udai Chandra Rai was the 
chief guest with NB Rai 
as the special guest of the 
function.

Resource person 
Joint Director [Agricul-

ture], BD Rai spoke on 
the organic mission of 
the State and Mission 
Organic Value Chain De-
velopment scheme. 

Another resource 
person, Sikkim State Co-
operative Bank (SISCO) 
Branch Manager [Nam-
chi], Ujal Pandey briefed 
on the bene its of digita-
lization and core bank-
ing solution. 

Chief guest, Udai 
Chandra Rai in his ad-
dress said that the state 
government is taking the 
State Organic Mission to 
its second phase in which 
Cooperation Department 
plays one of the most im-
portant roles. 

The top five coopera-
tive societies of the dis-

trict were honored on 
the occasion. Melli Milk 
Cooperative society was 
awarded in dairy, Ki-
tam MPCs awarded for 
credit business, Namchi 
MPCs for implementa-
tion of MOVCD scheme, 
Salghari FPO coopera-
tive society for market-
ing and Wok MPC for 
consumer category.

An open essay writ-
ing competition was held 
on the occasion. Namchi 
Girls Senior Secondary 
School won the competi-
tion with Tendong Insti-
tute of Education secur-
ing the second and Kam-
rang Government College 
coming in third. 

Cooperative Week seminar concludes in Namchi

South District of icers visit Dist 
Prison for inspection 

Rotary Club installs 
E-Learning projector 

at Padma Ozer 
Choeling School

Seminar celebrating 
Cooperative Week 
held in North
WANGCHUK BHUTIA
M , 18 N :  

A training cum seminar was orga-
nized at Block Administrative Cen-

tre, Kabi North Sikkim by Cooperation 
Department North as a part of All In-
dia Cooperative Week celebration. The 
programme was attended by the Pan-
chayat, resource persons, department 
of icials and the public.

The resource person for the day 
SICUN CEO, Phadong Bhutia spoke on 
the day’s theme ‘Public Private Coop-
erative Partnership’ and on the impor-
tance of the cooperative movement. 
Resource person, Thinlay Gyatso (retd 
ARCS; Coop dept) spoke of his own ex-
periences in the cooperative ield. 

The department of icials also sen-
sitized the public on the Sikkim Coop-
erative Act and Rules. An interactive 
session between the speakers and the 
attendees was also held.

Farmers to protest in Delhi, 
demand ‘freedom from debt’

N  D , N  18 (PTI): Farmers from all over 
India will participate in a two-day protest from No-
vember 20 here under the banner of the All India 
Kisan Sangharsh Coordination Committee (AIKSCC) 
demanding “better prices for their produce and com-
plete freedom from debt”.

According to the AIKSCC, members of around 180 
farmer organisations are expected to participate in the 
protest. “Our main demand will be full remunerative prices 
as a legal entitlement with correct cost estimations and at 
least a 50 per cent pro it margin over the cost of produc-
tion,” All India Kisan Sabha president Ashok Dhawale said.

“We will also demand freedom from debt, includ-
ing an immediate comprehensive loan waiver, as well 
as statutory institutional mechanism to address farm-
ers’ debt on an ongoing basis,” he said.

Even though Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
during his Lok Sabha poll campaign, had promised 
that farmers would get good prices for their crops 
and he would implement the Swaminathan Commis-
sion recommendations, nothing has been done so far, 
Dhawale claimed.

According to the AIKSCC “steady rise in input 
costs, like fuel, pesticides and fertilisers and even 
water, and slashing of subsidies by the government” 
were the key factors behind cost versus income im-
balance presently been faced by the farmers.

“This massive injustice in prices is pushing farm-
ers into debt, forcing them to commit suicide and ig-
nite repeated protests across the country. To address 
their plight we are congregating in large numbers in 
Delhi on November 20 in a ‘Kisan Mukti Sansad’,” an 
All India Kisan Sabha leader said.

The AIKSCC, an umbrella forum of farmers, will 
also organise ‘Kisan Mukti Sansad’ or farmer’s parlia-
ment at the venue of their protest.

On November 20, a draft ‘bill’ encompassing the 
two demands will be introduced and passed after de-
bate by the farmers’ parliament.

Farmers from Tamil Nadu said they were mulling over 
beginning a third round of protest in the national capital.

“We might continue the protest in Delhi once 
again after consulting farmers from other parts of the 
country,” media coordinator of the agitating farmers 
Prem Kumar said.
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Gangtok on 
Sunday, 
19 Nov

Temp: 23°C /08°C
Forecast: Partly 
sunny and not as 
warm; an afternoon 
shower in the area.
Sunrise: 05:58 AM
Sunset: 4:43 PM

contd from pg01

Government of Sikkim
Water Security & Public Health 

Engineering Department
Memo No: 37/WS&PHED/1207/NAM Dated: 16.11.2017

Corrigendum Notice No: 02
Tender Reference No : WSPHED/1370/NAM/384
Tender ID No : 2017_WSPHE_238_1
Name of Work : Augmentation of Water Supply 
Scheme for Namthang Bazar from Paha Khola and Khop 
Source in South Sikkim
Due to unavoidable circumstances, all the prospective bid-
ders are requested to please note the following charges:-
1. Bid Opening Date: 27th November 2017 (11:00 AM 

onwards)
All other terms and conditions will remain unchanged.

Sd/-
Superintending Engineering (S/W)

Water Security & P.H.E Department
Government of Sikkim

Nirman Bhawan
R.O. No. 412/ipr/pub/classi./17-18 dt. 18.11.2017  Gangtok

Prin  ng & Sta  onery Department
Government of Sikkim

Tadong, Gangtok, Sikkim
Phone No: 03592 – 231283, Fax N0. 03592 -231283.

RE-ADVERTISEMENT OF EMPLOYMENT NOTICE

Applica  ons are invited from the local eligible Schedule Tribe (Limboo/Tamang) Women candidate 
for fi lling up of 01(one) post of Driver in the Pay Band 1 of Rs.5200-20200+GP 2400 through Direct 
Recruitment in the Prin  ng and sta  onery Department, Government of Sikkim, Gangtok.
However, during the period of Proba  on/Appren  ceship/Training, pay shall be governed by No  fi -
ca  on No. 489/GEN/DOP dated: 31.10.2011.
01. Eligibility condi  ons for the post of Driver:

(1) Minimum Educa  onal Qualifi ca  on : Class VII Passed from a recognized board. However, 
the School cer  fi cate should contain the date of birth of the applicant.

(2) Other requisites : (a) the applicant should possess a valid Driving License for Light 
Motor Vehicle (T/NT) category of vehicle issued by the Motor Vehicle Division of Transport 
Department as specifi ed in the Central Motor Vehicle Act. 1988.

(b) Candidates must be in possession of Sikkim Subject Cer  fi cate or Cer  fi cate of Iden  fi ca-
 on (COI).

(c) Should have valid Local Employment Card.
(d) Should be in possession of Caste Category Cer  fi cate.
(e) No Objec  on Cer  fi cate from the appoin  ng Authority/ Head of Department in case or 

employed candidate(s).
(3) Age : Should have a  ained the age of 18 yrs, but should not have exceed 40 (forty) 

years of age as on 30.11.2017 vide Not. No. M (3)/(55)/GEN/DOP/PT-III dated: 03/07/2017.
(4) Reserva  on.

Category Roster Point(s) No. of post

Scheduled Tribe(Women) (Limboo/
Tamang)

21 01

NOTE: In case of non-availability of female candidate under the reserved category as men  oned 
in the ‘Employment No  ce’ the vacancy will be carried forward to the male candidate of same 
category.
02. THE FOLLOWING IF THE SYLLABUS FOR RECRUITMENT TO THE POST OF DRIVER UNDER 

PRINTING & STATIONERY DEPARTMENT.
I) Part – A = 80 Marks.
1. Daily rou  ne and check up the vehicle before star  ng Engine.
2. Should have the knowledge of the various components and important Assemblies of Engine/ 

Gearbox etc.
3. Daily wri  ng of Vehicle log book.
4. Should have the knowledge to diff eren  ate between petrol and diesel engine.
5. Knowledge of Traffi  c signal and rules.
PART – B

1) Le  er wri  ng (two types): = 10 Marks.
2) General knowledge (Na  onal Importance) = 10 Marks.
TOTAL MARKS = 100(One Hundred)

a) Persons interested to apply for the post should submit their applica  ons in the prescribed 
form, which is obtainable from the offi  ce of the Prin  ng and Sta  onery Department on all 
working days between 11 am to 3 pm w.e.f 11/12/2017 to 15/12/2017 on produc  on of 
Bank Receipt of Rs.100/- (Rupees One Hundred) only which should be credited to the Head 
‘0058-200 other receipt’. The amount so deposited shall not be refund or adjusted against 
any other purpose.

b) Applica  ons complete in all respects should reach the Offi  ce of the Under Secretary (Adm.), 
Prin  ng and Sta  onery Department on or before 28th December, 2017 by 3 pm. No applica-
 on therea  er shall be accepted. Incomplete applica  on shall summarily be rejected.

c) Date and Venue of wri  en examina  on will be in  mated in due course through local news-
papers and will also be displayed on the no  ce board of the department.

d) No TA/DA is admissible for a  ending the exams/interview.
Sd/-

Secretary
Prin  ng & Sta  onery Department.

R.O. No. 415/IPR/Pub/Classi./17-18 dt. 18.11.2017 

Wok XI secures 
place in inals 
of Sikkim Inter 
Church Foot-
ball Tourney
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 18 N :

Wok XI has entered 
the inals of the 

ongoing 6th Sikkim In-
ter-Church Football 
Tournament 2017 here 
at Paljor Stadium for the 
second consecutive time. 
Wok XI is the runners-up 
team of last year.

In the irst semi- inal 
match played this after-
noon, Wok XI outplayed 
ICYM Gangtok 3-0. Isaac 
Lepcha of ICYM Gangtok 
has been adjudged as 
Man of the Match.

The second semi- inal 
will be played between 
Assembly of God Gangtok 
and EPCS Sang at 1 p.m. 
on 19 Nov.

An exhibition match 
was also played today be-
tween Canaan Christian 
Fellowship, Deorali and 
Kalvery Church, Gangtok, 
in which the latter lost to 
the former.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 18 N :

State level inter-school 
band competition was 

held on 15 Nov at Tashi 
Namgyal Senior Second-
ary School in Gangtok, 
under the aegis of Sarva 
Siksha Abhiyan, Human 
Resource Development 
Department, Govern-
ment of Sikkim, a press 
release informs.

In the boys’ category, 
Sadam Senior Secondary 
School [South] took the 
irst position followed by 

Sirwani Senior Second-
ary School [East], Jore-
thang Senior Secondary 
School [South] and Yuk-
sam Senior Secondary 
School [West] taking the 
second, third and fourth 
positions respectively.

As Gyalshing Gov-
ernment Girls’ Senior 
Secondary School [West] 
was the only girls’ team 
participating in the 
event, it was selected as 
the winner in the girls’ 
category.

On the judging pan-
el were Purna Bahadur 
Gurung [Band Mas-
ter-Sikkim Police Band], 
Bimla Pradhan [Dance 
& Drama Unit of Culture 
& Heritage Department] 
and Biswa Limbu [Sai 
School].

It is to be informed 
here that the top teams 

from both the categories 
will be participating in 
the Zonal level competi-
tion to be held at Guwa-
hati in Assam on 15 Dec. 

The two teams [one boys’ 
& one girls’] selected at 
the Zonal level will be 
participating at the Na-
tional level competition 

to be held in Delhi on 15 
Jan 2018.

The programme was 
attended by Additional 
Chief Secretary-HRDD 

as chief guest accompa-
nied by senior of icers of 
the Department and stu-
dents of junior classes of 
Tashi Namgyal SSS.

State level interschool band competition held

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 18 N :

Doctors Academic Society of 
Singtam District Hospital 

[DASSH] organized a special health 
camp for special children at Bo-
joghari Orphanage Centre today.

A press release issued by Dr 
Satish Rasaily of DAASH informs that 
a team of specialist doctors compris-
ing of Dr Sandeep Pradhan [Paedi-
atrician], Dr Mayal P Lepcha [Eye], 
Mr Basant Gurung [Eye technician], 
Dr Upashna Rai [ENT], Dr Tika Gu-
rung [Dentist], Dr Tshering Ongmo 
[Microbiology], Dr Chultim Lepcha 
[Chest], Dr Diki Wangmo [Patholo-

gist], Dr Rigzing Lepcha [Dentist] and 
Dr Satish Rasaily [Psychiatrist] were 
resource persons for the programme. 

Dr Rigzing Lepcha, who is also 
the captain of Social Welfare Wing 
of DASSH, informed that DASSH 
has been regularly conducting spe-
cial health camps in centres that 
cater to special population such as 
children and old adults with an ob-
jective to provide comprehensive 
health check up and donate food 
items and other essentials. 

President-Bojoghari Orphanage 
Centre, Sonam Chuki Lepcha, in-
formed that the centre was started 
in 2015 to support children in need 

of special care and support. At pres-
ent, there are 29 children from 05-
15 years of age hailing from Sikkim, 
Darjeeling and Kalimpong.

She extended gratitude to 
DASSH for holding the camp as it is 
the irst health camp conducted at 
the centre by any organization. She 
also shared that the orphanage 
centre requires bunk beds, mat-
tresses, blankets, cupboard, regu-
lar health check up and food items 
so that children get to sleep com-
fortably with their stomach full.

She further thanked DASSH 
for free medicines, food items and 
health check up.

Singtam Hospital doctors conduct free 
health camp at Bojoghari Orphanage

as Alauddin Khilji, has 
triggered protests by Ra-
jput groups in different 
parts of the country, es-
pecially in Rajasthan.

Protesters burnt pic-
tures of the ilm’s direc-
tor at the Press Club in 
the city.

Rajesh Singh, presi-
dent, Bharat Kshatriya 
Samaj, which organised 
the protest, told report-
ers that certain scenes 
involving Padmavati has 
“deeply hurt the Indian 
culture and the values of 
the Hindu population in 
the country”.

“The scenes which 
are objectionable and 
harmful to Indian culture 
need to be deleted before 
release,” he said 

Singh said the gov-
ernment should form a 
committee comprising 
intellectuals, media per-
sons, representatives of 
the Rajput community 
and experts to oversee 
the ilm’s release.

To a question, he said, 
the protests have, so far, 
been peaceful. “But, if no 
corrective action is taken, 
we will take whatever ac-
tion is required,” Singh said 

CBFC chief Prasoon 
Joshi slammed the mak-
ers of ‘Padmavati’ today 
for screening the movie 
for various TV channels 
without getting a censor 
certi icate. On the threat 
of physical harm to Padu-
kone, a spokesman of the 
Brahman Samaj said it 
has nothing against the 
actor, but the portrayal of 
the character.

“She (Padukone) is an 
actor might not be aware 
that the character por-
trayed in the trailer is a 
travesty of the real Pad-
mavati. She is a profes-
sional actor and hence, 
we have nothing against 
her,” he said.

Protests 
against 
‘Padmavati’ 
spreads to 
Kolkata
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It is Everyone’s 
Responsibility 

The minors need to be kept safe 
and allowed their childhood

It is not easy to grow inured to issues that demand 
our involvement. We ease into such somnolence af-

ter years of consciously looking the other way until we 
reach a stage where most people prefer to remain si-
lent spectators even when they are witness to obvious 
maltreatment. We de lect guilt by pretending sympa-
thy at discussions around the dinner table and con-
vincing ourselves that it is not ‘proper’ to get involved 
in what transpires beyond our private spaces. Soon, 
with this distancing sets in indifference, and with that 
everything that a society stands for starts falling apart. 
The collapse is already happening all around us and 
this is because the society is not striving to make things 
better for the underprivileged and the marginalised. It 
is in societal impassivity as this that the government 
has to step in and make speci ic laws protecting the 
ignored, marginalized, underprivileged and even chil-
dren; sections for whom the society should be looking 
out, but does not. Had the society remained involved, 
these sections would not have suffered so much that 
legislations had to be brought in to ensure humanity. 

And with that setting up, we segue again into a 
problem that refuses to get contained. And no, “catch-
ing” the culprit, although necessary, is not the same 
as keeping the children safe. One of the most dif icult 
demands of putting together a newspaper is iling re-
ports about abuse against minors. Apart from the dis-
turbing chore of piecing together details to highlight 
the level of depravity that made a victim out of a child 
who has not even begun understanding the life around 
her/ him, there is the fear of over-sensationalizing the 
incident in a way that might force the incident and the 
reaction to it on a tangent that is not necessarily what 
the situation demands. There is also the worry of un-
derplaying it so much that it trivializes the issue. But 
that is an uncertainty that challenges journalists; what 
is that befuddles the society at large so completely 
that it remains insensate to the trauma of the young 
victims? It is one of those moments in the process of 
putting out a newspaper when we regret being the 
bearers of news [since we have to confront all the gory 
details] and not receivers [readers do have the bene-
it of not reading beyond the headline and a sanitized 

retelling of the incident]. What is even more disturb-
ing is to realize that we continue to fail in keeping our 
children safe. And make no mistake, this is a societal 
failing, not a failure of the law and order machinery. 

Crimes against minors continue to occur [a few 
get reported, many get swept under the carpet and 
too many remain secrets with victims and trauma-
tize them throughout their lives] because Sikkim, as 
a society, blindsides its children. Secure years while 
growing up are the least that can be guaranteed to the 
young, and despite its small size, the society here con-
tinues to come up wanting in this regard. The solution 
is not in lynch mobs to punish the accused, nor even in 
over-protective cushions created by paranoia. As a so-
ciety we need to start realizing that children here are 
in harm’s way, as parents and hopefully because we 
are also responsible citizens, we need to educate the 
young and ourselves on the ways and means that the 
young can be kept safe. Child abuse is no longer rare 
in Sikkim and minors suffer sexual abuse in numbers 
which are distressing. Still more are denied their basic 
rights and continue to work as domestic servants in 
homes across the state, invariably working in condi-
tions which are deplorable. 

As per the 2011 Census, there were 64,111 children 
aged 0-6 in Sikkim. This is also the most vulnerable 
age-group when it comes to abuse. Given that Sikkim 
has a population of 6.11 lakh, this means that there are 
more than 9 people above the age of six to look out for 
the minors. Pedophiles form a tiny, very tiny, sliver of 
this remaining population. And no, it is not being sug-
gested that we form nine-abreast wall of bodyguards 
around the children, but ensure that these nine are 
adequately informed about warning signs and wrong 
behavior and are effectively reassured that when they 
spy a predator, he will be taken one and taken away.

COLIN WIGHT
theconversation.com

Many of the commentaries on post-truth have at-
tempted to locate the sources of it. Where does 

post-truth discourse come from, and who is respon-
sible for producing it?

Looked at this way, post-truth will never be 
found. It does not exist there. There is nothing new 
about politicians and the powerful telling lies, spin-
ning, producing propaganda, dissembling, or bull-
shitting. Machiavellianism became a common term 
of political discourse precisely because it embodies 
Machiavelli’s belief that all leaders might, at some 
point, need to lie.

Lying is not an aberration in politics. Political the-
orist Leo Strauss, developing a concept irst outlined 
by Plato, coined the term “noble lie” to refer to an un-
truth knowingly propagated by an elite to maintain 
social harmony or advance an agenda.

Questions about the agents of post-truth, and 
attempts to locate the sources of political bullshit, 
are just not grasping what is new and speci ic about 
post-truth. If we look for post-truth in the realm of 
the production of disinformation, we will not ind it. 
This is why so many are sceptical that the concept 
of post-truth represents anything new. Not all hay-
stacks contain needles.

So where is post-truth lo-
cated, and how did we get 
here? Post-truth resides not 
in the realm of the production, 
but in the realm of reception. 
If lies, dissembling, spinning, 
propaganda and the creation 
of bullshit have always been 
part and parcel of politics, then 
what has changed is how pub-
lics respond to them.

The Oxford Dictionary 
de inition of post-truth makes 
this clear; post-truth refers to 
“circumstances in which ob-
jective facts are less in luential 
in shaping public opinion than 
appeals to emotion and per-
sonal belief”.

THE PROBLEM WITH ‘OBJECTIVE FACTS’
While this de inition captures the essence of the 
problem, most academics, particularly those working 
in the humanities, arts and social sciences (HASS), 
will immediately identify one glaring problem with 
it. This is the concept of “objective facts”. Anyone 
with an awareness of the work of Thomas Kuhn, Mi-
chel Foucault, or Ludwig Wittgenstein will know that 
facts are always contestable.

If they weren’t, public debate on complex policy 
issues would be easy. We could simply identify the 
objective facts and build policy on them.

Facts are social constructions. If there were no 
humans, no human societies and no human languag-
es, there would be no facts. Facts are a particular 
kind of socially constructed entity.

Facts express a relationship between what we 
claim and what exists. We construct facts to convey 
information about the world.

But this does not mean we can just make up any 
facts we please. What makes something a fact is that 
it captures some features of the world to which it re-
fers. The validity of our facts is dependent, in part, on 
their relationship to the world they describe. Some-
thing that fails accurately to describe something, or 
some state of affairs, is not a fact.
ENTER ‘ALTERNATIVE FACTS’…
What about “alternative facts”? The idea is not as far-
fetched as it seems. Kuhn’s The Structure of Scienti ic 
Revolutions is one of the most in luential academic 
texts on the history of science. Kuhn’s concept of 
paradigms has seeped into public debate. But Kuhn’s 
notion of scienti ic “progress” occurring through a 
change in paradigm not only legitimates alternative 
facts it depends on them.

Each paradigm, according to Kuhn, has its own 
facts. Facts in one paradigm are not recognised as 
facts by adherents of alternative paradigms. Kuhn 
went so far as to argue that scientists from different 
paradigms lived in different worlds.

Facts, Kuhn argued, are always relative to the 
overarching paradigm. As such, Donald Trump and 
his supporters might claim to be simply occupying a 
different paradigm.

One can derive a similar position from Foucault’s 

notion of regimes of truth. Truth, according to Fou-
cault, is relative to the regime in which it is embedded. 
And regimes of truth differ across time and place.

Or one can approach this via Wittgenstein’s no-
tion of “language games”: unless one understands 
the rules of the game one is unable to take part. 
Transposed into contemporary political debate, the 
left and right each have their own paradigm, regime, 
truth, or language game.

Even if we do not accept Kuhn’s notion of para-
digms, Kellyanne Conway could have meant, as she 
later tried to claim, that the Trump administration 
simply had a different perspective on the status of 
the facts, and a differing view of what facts matter. 

ADMITTING THE ROLE OF ACADEMIA
Again, most academics will recognise the validity of 
this idea. There are always multiple perspectives on 
complex issues. The facts, as we constantly remind 
our students, don’t speak for themselves. Which facts 
are relevant, and what to make of them, is always a 
matter of interpretation.

Thus, post-truth inds intellectual legitimation 
in the necessary and critical approach to the con-
struction of knowledge that is taken as a given in 
academia. Academics necessarily, and rightly, take a 
sceptical attitude to all truth claims.

We encourage students to express their opinion. 

We teach them that alternative views are to be val-
ued. Nietzschean perspectivism is the default posi-
tion of most academics, and we are loath to reach 
de initive conclusions particularly in ethical and po-
litical matters. Indeed, the University of Sydney now 
implores students to “unlearn truth”.

This idea is not as outrageous as it might sound, 
although taken literally the consequences of “un-
learning truth”, as we are discovering with post-truth 
politics, could be disastrous. But understood another 
way, “unlearning truth” is entirely consistent with an 
Enlightenment ethos.

Kant’s call to arms in the service of Enlighten-
ment was Sapere Aude; dare to know. This was a call 
for humanity to overthrow its reliance on the church, 
the monarchy and other sources of authority as pro-
viding the secure grounds for knowledge claims. 
Take nothing at face value, and reason for oneself.

The Enlightenment also promoted the idea of in-
alienable human rights possessed by every individual 
and revived the ancient Greek concept of democracy; 
one person one vote; everyone has their say on politi-
cal matters. In this context, it is possible to view post-
truth discourse as the radicalisation of the Enlighten-
ment. Speci ically, in the realm of knowledge produc-
tion, it is the democratisation of epistemology.

While democracy might be a political principle 
worth defending, there is a tension between it and 
the democratisation of epistemology. Democracy 
needs a population suf iciently well educated to be 
able to sift through the arguments and reach in-
formed judgements.

This was the great hope of Enlightenment liber-
alism, particularly in relation to the provision of ed-
ucation. Increased access to education would bring 
progress and peace. A highly educated populace 
would make democracy function better.

CONFRONTING THE POST-TRUTH PARADOX
Despite the fact that by any standards Western pop-
ulations are better educated than in Kant’s time, we 
seem to be regressing rather than progressing in 
terms of democratic practice. This is the post-truth 
paradox. The more educated societies have become, 
the more dysfunctional democracy seems to be. The 
supposed positive link between democracy, educa-

A Robert De Niro Theory of Post-
Truth: ‘Are you talking to me?’

tion and knowledge appears to be broken.
How can we explain this paradox, and can we do 

anything about it? Although many have been quick 
to blame postmodernism for the emergence of post-
truth, the problem is much broader than that and in-
fects most of the humanities, arts and social sciences. 
Postmodernism is only the most radical version of 
the idea that we should value, and allow a voice to, 
all opinions.

The political impulse behind this is admirable. 
Few academics are so arrogant to claim that they 
possess the truth, the whole truth and nothing but 
the truth. Allowing others, particularly marginalised 
others, to express “their truth” is seen as progressive.

Although many academics will not embrace the 
extremes of postmodernism, the ethos behind that 
approach is understandable to most. This explains 
why what seems to many outside of the academy to 
be a lunatic fringe has become so in luential with-
in the academy. Foucault, for example, is one of the 
most cited authors in HASS subjects.

To be clear, I am not arguing that Trump and oth-
ers in his administration have read the likes of Kuhn, 
Foucault and Wittgenstein. The problem is worse 
than that. It is a structural issue.

Increased access to education has suffused these 
ideas throughout the social ield. Few people who 

have attended universities in 
HASS subjects in the last 30 
years could have escaped ex-
posure to these ideas. The in-
cipient relativism that is the 
logical endpoint of them is now 
deeply ingrained in Western 
societies.

Of course, academics are 
not the only source of post-
truth. But in an important way, 
they have contributed to it. 
When measuring our impact 
on society we only have two 
options. Either we have some 
impact, or we do not.

For some time now, those 
working in HASS subjects have 
been concerned to demonstrate 
how their research and teach-

ing matters in practical ways to society. There is a logic 
to this, as governments increasingly seek to validate 
funding for HASS subjects on the basis of their sup-
posed impact on society.

As the supposed guardians of truth, knowledge 
and the commitment to science, universities cannot 
have it both ways. If academics make a difference and 
publics no longer seem to care about facts, truth and 
reason, then we cannot be absolved of all responsi-
bility for this situation. Indeed, if we do deny our re-
sponsibility, we as good as admit that have we little 
impact on society.

WHAT CAN WE DO ABOUT THIS?
If universities are the social institutions whose func-
tion is to produce and protect knowledge and truth, 
and if those same institutions are, in part, the source 
of post-truth, what can we do about it?

First we need to recover our intellectual nerve. 
We need to situate critical approaches to the produc-
tion of knowledge in context. We need to go beyond 
simply introducing students to critique and explore 
with them the validity of arguments. We need to be 
prepared to say that some perspectives are better 
than others, and explain why.

An embracing of multiple perspectives should 
not lead us to conclude that all perspectives are 
equally valid. And if they are not all equally valid we 
need sound epistemological reasons to choose one 
over the other. In short, we need to re-examine and 
reinvigorate the Enlightenment impulse.

Second, we need to recover our commitment to 
objective truth. George Orwell has been much cited 
as a prescient igure in understanding post-truth. Or-
well believed: “The very concept of objective truth is 
fading out of the world. Lies will pass into history.”

Yet the concept of “objective truth” has not mere-
ly faded out of the world; it has been sent into exile. 
Few academics embrace the concept today.

This well-founded scepticism towards “objective 
truth” comes from the confusion between an onto-
logical belief in the existence of objective truth, and 
an epistemological claim to know it. The two are 
not synonymous. We can retain our critical stance 
to epistemological claims about objective truth only 
by insisting on its status as something that exists but 
which no one possesses.

As Orwell knew only too well, if the concept of 
objective truth is moved into the dustbin of history 
there can be no lies. And if there are no lies there can 
be no justice, no rights and no wrongs. The concept 
of “objective truth” is what makes claims about social 
justice possible.

The irony, of course, is that most academics will 
claim to be doing just this. After all, most academics 
will have no problem in declaring climate change to 
be human-produced, that women remain disadvan-
taged in many areas of life, that poverty is real, and 
that racism is founded on false beliefs.

The issue is not that we all make these universal 
truth claims; it is that in embracing epistemological 
positions that tend towards relativism, we have de-
nied ourselves a secure ground on which to defend 
them. In which case, these truth claims appear as 
nothing other than opinions, perspectives, or expres-
sions of the identity we most value. And if academics 
cannot ground their truth claims on something other 
than opinions, perspectives or identity, then how can 
we expect anyone else to do so?

[the writer is Professor of Internation-
al Relations, University of Sydney]

CCEA may soon decide on mines 
allocation for commercial mining

N  D , N  18 (PTI): The Cabinet Committee on Economic 
Affairs (CCEA) may soon take a call on the methodology for alloca-
tion of coal mines for commercial mining, an of icial source said.

“The CCEA may soon take a decision on methodology for coal 
block allocation for commercial mining,” the source said on the 
condition of anonymity.

A discussion paper on the modalities for allocation of coal 
mines through auction route was earlier placed in the public do-
main for comments.

The government plans to put under the hammer 5-6 coal 
blocks for commercial mining by private players.

Coal Minister Piyush Goyal had earlier said that enabling 
provisions have been made in the Coal Mines (Special Provi-
sions) Act, 2015 for allocation of coal mines by way of auction 
and allotment for the sale of coal.

Commercial mines are alloted without specifying the end 
use and allow private entities to sell the fuel to buyers across 
sectors such as power, cement and steel.

India is in the process of throwing open commercial coal 
mining to private irms for the irst time in four decades, with 
the aim of shifting the world’s third-biggest coal importer to-
wards energy self-suf iciency.

N  D , N  18 (PTI): 
Terming the record of the DDA 
in securing lands acquired by it 
“appalling”, the Delhi High Court 
has directed creation of a unit for 
evolving land management poli-
cies and clear encroachments on 
public land.

The direction was issued to 
the Delhi Development Authority 
(DDA), the Delhi government and 
the Centre by a bench of Justices 
S Ravindra Bhat and S P Garg, 
which said the team or cell should 
be given statutory status and be 
manned by high ranking of icers.

The court said the Centre shall 
consider the feasibility of creating 
such a body with its personnel.

“This unit or cell, in the opinion 

of the court, should continuously 
monitor the land management pol-
icies of DDA and ensure that wher-
ever needed, court orders are imple-
mented and also oversee all other 
relevant aspects,” the bench said.

The directions by the court 
came while disposing of a 12 
-year-old PIL that the DDA was un-
able to secure its land in Delhi and 
that a large extent of up to 42,000 
acres was either encroached or 
not taken possession of.

The bench said that “the long, 
12-year saga of this case has re-
vealed that DDA’s record in se-
curing lands acquired by it and in 
taking over possession as well as 
in ensuring them to be encroach-
ment free, has been appalling”.

It said there was never any 
clarity about the total extent of 
land acquired by the authority and 
what was indeed in its possession.

“Even as on date, precise de-
tails are not forthcoming, readily,” 
the bench noted.

It said that acquisition pro-
ceedings are undertaken at con-
siderable public expense and cost 
with a view of executing a planned 
public project, but before the proj-
ect can start the acquired land is 
encroached upon.

As a result, the DDA or the 
agency concerned was “unable 
to execute the project in a timely 
manner” and in some cases it “can-
not progress and is impeded to a 
great extent”, the bench said.

DDA’s record in securing its 
lands appalling: HC
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I , N  18, (PTI): 
Believe it or not, people 
living in Vijoynagar town 
of Arunachal Pradesh 
pay Rs 8,000 for one bag 
of cement, that too if it is 
available.

Vijoynagar, a sub-di-
visional town under 
Changlang district with 
just 1500 residents, 
has no proper surface 
communication. Peo-
ple have to walk for ive 
days from the nearest 
thoroughfare in Miao to 
reach the town.

Though there is a 
weekly helicopter service 
for transporting supplies 
but that is largely sub-
jected to weather condi-
tion.

“The Chakmas, who 
travel long distances on 
foot to transport cement, 
charge Rs 8,000 for one 
bag. A WC pan comes for 
Rs 2,000,” Public Health 
Engineering department 
junior engineer Jumli 
Ado told PTI.

The PHE department 
is undertaking construc-
tion of Individual House-

hold Latrine (IHHL) 
in the town, a project 
partially funded by Cen-
tre - Rs 10,800 from the 
central government and 
Rs 9,200 by the state for 
one IHHL.

“All materials are 
transported to Vi-
joynagar, at the India-Chi-
na-Myanmar tri-junction, 
through Namdapha Na-
tional Park by Chakmas. 
They charge Rs 8,000 per 
bag of cement (Rs 150 

per kg),” Ado disclosed.
They carry the ma-

terials on their back 
and walk down 156 km 
for ive days to reach 
the destination, Ado 
said, adding one could 
imagine the challenges 
this hilly state faces in 
achieving the open defe-
cation free (ODF) status 
by December.

Ado, while taking part 
in Swachh Bharat Abhi-
yan - Gramin (SBA-gram-

in) awareness pro-
gramme at Namphainong 
village of the district on 
November 4, had said de-
spite numerous challeng-
es IHHL project is moving 
at a fast pace.

State Civil Supply 
Minister Kamlung Mos-
sang, who represents 
Miao assembly constitu-
ency, said the state gov-
ernment has approved a 
road construction project 
for the area.

Bordumsa village 
(headman) Shekhep and 
ODF consultant Nya-
bon Pongtey added that 
journey to Vijoynagar by 
foot is a herculean task. 
Development naturally 
moves at a snail’s speed 
in this part of the state, 
they said.

“Union Minister of 
State for Home Kiren 
Rijiju had announced in 
Itanagar in July 2014 a 
central government pro-
posal to populate near-
ly 100 villages situated 
along the border. Though 
Arunachal shares inter-
national boundary of 
1,680 km with Bhutan, 
China and Myanmar, the 

project has not seen the 
light of the day,” Shekhep 
lamented.

Development is still 
a mirage in this sen-
sitive border state for 
lack of connectivity 
even after three de-
cades of establishment. 
Many of the inhabited 
villages in far-flung ar-
eas are inaccessible and 
deprived of essential 
commodities.

The North East-
ern Frontier Agency 
(NEFA), largest among 
seven NE states, was 
created in 1954. It be-
came a union territo-
ry and was renamed 
Arunachal Pradesh on 

January 20, 1972 and fi-
nally statehood on Feb-
ruary 20, 1987.

The Central Pur-
chase Organization 
(CPO) with base at Mo-
hanbari in Assam’s Di-
brugarh district, now 
known as the public dis-
tribution system (PDS), 
was very effective in 
the 80s when essential 
items were airdropped 
in many remote areas.

With the PDS prov-
ing ineffective, today 
salt which costs Rs 20 
per kg in state capital is 
about Rs 250 in many 
border areas, including 
Vijoynagar.

“People living in the 
border areas are forced 
to migrate to urban plac-
es for lack of basic ame-
nities. These ghost towns 
along the border are one 
of the reasons why China 
is entering the territory,” 
former inance minister 
Late Kalikho Pul had told 
a tribal ministers’ confer-
ence in New Delhi on Oc-
tober 28, 2014.

Bag of cement costs Rs 8000 at this border town in Arunachal

S , N  18 (PTI): 
The Meghalaya cabinet 
has approved the rec-
ommendations of Fifth 
Pay Commission for state 
government employees 
of all categories.

The implementation of 
the new salary structure 
will bene it more than 
80,000 employees and 
cost the state exchequer 
nearly Rs 1000 crore in 
the current inancial year.

After a marathon 
cabinet meeting that 
lasted for several hours 
last night, Chief Minister 
Mukul Sangma said, “The 
government employees 
will be receiving the new 
pay structure from next 
month with effect from 
January 1, 2017.”

The salaries of the 
government employees 
have been increased by a 
multiple of 2.68, he said 
in a press meet.

The D-category em-
ployees who were earning 
a basic salary of Rs 6,500 
would now be getting Rs 
17,400 and an annual in-
crement of three percent.

The department 
heads whose current ba-
sic pay is Rs 31,300 will 

be drawing Rs 83,900 and 
that of level-12 employ-
ees will get a raise from 
Rs 14,700 to Rs 39,400.

“The cabinet has also 
approved the number of 
progressions from twice 
to thrice for all employees 
- in their 10th, 20th and 
30th year of their service,” 
the chief minister said.

With the approval 
of the new pay commis-
sion’s recommendations, 
the state government 
will incur an additional 
expenditure of Rs 929 
crore for the current year, 
which also includes 40 
per cent arrear.

The remaining 60 per 
cent arrear will be paid in 
equal instalments in the 
next two inancial years.

The medical allow-
ance has also been in-
creased from Rs 700 to 
Rs 1000 and house rent 
allowance in urban areas 
has been doubled to Rs 
8000, the CM said.

The chief minister 
also announced a pa-
ternity leave of 15 days 
while maternity leave 
has been increased to six 
months from the current 
three-month period.

Meghalaya govt 
approves 5th pay panel 

recommendations

Pension hiked 
for Arunachal 
bene iciaries
I , N  18 (PTI): 
Arunachal Pradesh Cab-
inet has approved sub-
stantial enhancement in 
the pensions of senior cit-
izens, widows and differ-
ently abled persons.

The state government 
has added a state com-
ponent to three central 
government pensions 
schemes to hike the pen-
sions during a cabinet 
meeting yesterday.

The three schemes are 
Old Age Pension Scheme, 
National Widow Pension 
Scheme and National Dis-
ability Pension Scheme.

An of icial statement 
today said the Old Age 
Pension Scheme for 60-79 
years, which was Rs 200 
earlier, has now been en-
hanced to Rs 1,500.

Similarly, Old Age Pen-
sion Scheme for 80 years 
and above was Rs 500 
earlier and it has now be-
come Rs 2,000.

The National Widow 
Pension Scheme for both 
below 80 years and above 
80 years have been in-
creased to Rs 2,000 from 
the earlier Rs 300 and 
Rs 500 respectively, the 
statement said.

The National Disabil-
ity Pension Scheme also 
saw a leap -- from Rs 300 
or Rs 500 to Rs 2000.

The bene iciaries used 
to get Rs 300 or Rs 500 
per month depending on 
their age and severity of 
their disability.

Odisha Assembly panel 
seeks date with PM to 

discuss paddy MSP
B , N  18 (PTI): The Standing Com-
mittee of Odisha Assembly will seek an appointment 
with Prime Minister Narendra Modi to press for hike 
in Minimum Support Price (MSP) of paddy.

Speaker Pradip Kumar Amat will write to the PM 
for a meeting over the price of paddy, said Agriculture 
Minister Damodar Rout.

In the past too, the panel had approached the 
Prime Minister’s Of ice twice but did not receive any 
reply, he said.

“The House Committee has decided to make an-
other attempt. This time, the Speaker will seek an 
appointment instead of the Assembly secretary,” said 
Rout.

Leader of Opposition Narasingha Mishra asserted 
if the PM does not spare time for the panel this time, 
the members will stage a protest in front of the Par-
liament.

The Assembly had on March 25 adopted a unan-
imous resolution, recommending the Union govern-
ment to raise the minimum support price of paddy to 
Rs 2,930 per quintal.

Opposition BJP members had also given their con-
sent to the proposal.

The Centre had on June 20 ixed MSP on paddy at 
Rs 1,550 per quintal, increasing it by Rs 80. The move 
evoked strong criticism from the opposition parties.

The BJD and Congress members alleged that the 
Prime Minister has failed to keep his promises made 
to the farmers during the 2014 general elections.

S , N  18 (PTI): The 
Meghalaya cabinet has cancelled 
power project agreements with 
two private companies over 
non-initiation of work.

The government also ap-
proved a proposal for allotting 
210-Megawatt Myntdu Leshka 
Hydro Power Project - Stage II and 
15 other smaller power projects to 
the state-owned Meghalaya Ener-
gy Corporation Limited (MeECL).

“The cabinet has sanctioned 

the cancellation of the agree-
ments signed with ETA star In-
frastructure Ltd for Umduna and 
Umjaod hydro project. We have 
also scrapped two thermal proj-
ects that were allotted to Brijraj 
Power Metallics Ltd and MSGC 
Power Ltd,” Chief Minister Mukul 
Sangma said after a four-hour-
long meeting here last night.

He said the decision was tak-
en as these irms did not show 
any interest in proceeding with 

the projects.
The modalities to ensure 

proper cash low to MeECL for 
the development of Myntdu 
Leshka Hydro Power Project 
have been worked out, he said at 
a press meet.

The cabinet has also ap-
proved the establishment of 
renewal energy projects in line 
with the recommendations of 
the empowered committee.

These projects will be set up 

at three locations - Byrnihat in 
Ri-Bhoi district, Mendipathar in 
North Garo Hills and Ampati in 
South West Garo Hills, he said.

The Chief Minister expressed 
hope that these projects will re-
quire minimum land and said 
the power scenario in the state 
will transform soon.

He said, “The projects would 
also enable consumers to have 
access to affordable power sup-
ply at the rate of Rs 3.5/unit.”

Woman 
surrenders to 
police after 
killing husband
K  (WB), N  
18 (PTI): A woman al-
legedly killed her hus-
band during a quarrel 
and then surrendered to 
police at Nabadwip town 
of Nadia district today, 
police said.

The woman came to 
Nabadwip police station 
and surrendered alleg-
ing that she killed her 
60-year-old husband 
Gour Paul with a crowbar 
during a quarrel.

The woman identi-
ied as 55-year-old Kajal 

Paul claimed that she at-
tacked her husband with 
a crowbar after he hit her 
during a quarrel, the po-
lice said.

Local people took 
Gour to hospital where 
he was declared brought 
dead.

The police said they 
have detained the wom-
an for questioning.

SHIRISH B PRADHAN 
K , N  18 
(PTI):

Nepal and China are 
working on sever-

al key areas including 
cross-border railway 
connectivity, highways 
and construction of a dry 
port, China’s envoy in 
Kathmandu Yu Hong said 
today.

Hong’s statement 
comes within days of Ne-
pal cancelling a USD 2.5 
billion hydropower project 
that was to be built by a 
Chinese state-owned irm.

“China has taken the 
request of the Nepal gov-
ernment for constructing 
cross-border railway line 
seriously,” Hong said, 
adding a team has al-
ready begun preliminary 
feasibility study for the 
project.

Similarly, the ex-
pansion of Rasu-
wagadhi-Syafrubeshi 
road link, resumption 
of Araniko Highway and 
construction of dry ports 
in Tatopani, Rasuwa and 
Yaritoo are also on Bei-
jing’s priority list, she 

pointed out.
Nepal should reap 

bene its from the pros-
perity of China, she re-
marked during a press 
meet organised on the 
19th Congress of the 
Communist Party of Chi-
na and Sino-Nepal rela-
tions by the Embassy of 
China in Kathmandu.

“Nepal could bene it 
from China’s prosperity 
in various sectors includ-
ing trade, investment and 
connectivity as Nepal has 
already joined the Chi-
na-proposed One Belt 

and One Road (OBOR) 
initiative,” she said.

The Chinese envoy 
stated that China was 
supporting Nepal on the 
basis of “equal treat-
ment, mutual coopera-
tion and shared develop-
ment framework”.

Sino-Nepal relations 
have strengthened fur-
ther in recent times, she 
said, adding the high-lev-
el exchange of visits, fea-
sibility study on railways 
in Nepal, increasing num-
ber of Nepali students in 
China indicate the “ro-

bust” bilateral ties.
She said China was 

working out to resume 
Tatopani border point 
and to smoothly oper-
ate Araniko Highway as 
these were important 
factors to promote bilat-
eral trades.

The Chinese envoy 
also praised Nepal’s 
one-China policy, which 
states that there is only 
one Chinese government 
and that the island of 
Taiwan is a breakaway 
province that belongs to 
China.

SUMMIT REPORT
K , 18 N : 

Gorkha National Lib-
eration Front [GNLF] 

party reopened its of ice 
in Kalimpong almost af-
ter a decade today. 

Formed in 1980 by 
Subhash Ghising the 
GNLF led an intensive 
campaign for the creation 
of a separate Gorkhaland 
state in the Hills. The 
movement reached its 
peak in 1988 when the 
GNLF, under Subhash 
Ghisingh, signed the 
Darjeeling Hill Accord, 
which created the Dar-
jeeling Gorkha Hill Coun-
cil (DGHC) in exchange 
for the GNLF giving up its 
demand for Gorkhaland.

Resentment among 
the former councilors of 
DGHC grew rapidly when 
the government decid-
ed not to hold elections 

in the Hills in 2004 and 
made Subhash Ghising 
the sole caretaker of the 
DGHC. 

Bimal Gurung, one of 
the councilors of DGHC 
decided to break away 
from the GNLF. Gurung 

capitalized on the public 
support and was able to 
overthrow Ghising from 
the seat of power. Ghising 

decided to shift residence 
to Jalpaiguri and GNLF 
lost most of its support 
and cadres to Gorkha 
Janmukti Morcha, a new 
party headed by Bimal 
Gurung.

Ghising returned to 
Darjeeling in 2011 ahead 
of the assembly elections 
after three years of ‘ex-
ile’. All the three GNLF 
candidates, Bhim Subba 
from Darjeeling, Prakash 
Dahal from Kalimpong 
and Pemu Chettri from 
Kurseong lost the elec-
tions.

After the demise of 
former GNLF president 
Subhash Ghising, the par-
ty’s command was hand-
ed over to his son Man 
Ghising. 

Today the GNLF is 
maintaining a close rela-
tion with the state gov-
ernment. With the tussle 

between Bimal and Binay 
reaching its peak peo-
ple have again turned to 
GNLF for aid. 

The party of ice at 
DS Gurung Road was 
reopened today by the 
martyr’s family members 
in the presence of GNLF 
district president [Kalim-
pong], Maurice Kalikote, 
central committee mem-
ber Bhakta Jairu, Dawa 
Sherpa, Lopsang Lama 
and party supporters.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, GNLF district pres-
ident [Kalimpong], Mau-
rice Kalikote said that 
GNLF is ready to work 
for the people with ded-
ication. 

“We will continue 
with our demand for 
Sixth Schedule, a con-
stitutional body in the 
Hills,” he said. 

GNLF reopens of ice in Kalimpong 
after nearly a decade

Meghalaya govt cancels power 
project pacts with pvt irms

Nepal, China working on cross-
border rail, dry port: envoy
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G , N  18 (PTI): Home 
advantage will be just one of their 
strengths when India seek to claim 
their irst gold medal since 2011 
but an intimidating ield stands in 
the way at the 5th World Women’s 
Youth Boxing Championship start-
ing here tomorrow.

A 10-strong team is pumped up 
and ready to emulate a certain Sar-
jubala Devi, the lone Indian to grab 
a gold at the premier age-group 
event of the International Boxing 
Association (AIBA).

Sarjubala Devi, now a regular 
in the senior camp, had claimed 
the gold in the 2011 edition in Tur-
key. The best after that for India 
was former junior world champion 
Nikhat Zareen, also a senior camp-
er now, grabbing a silver in 2013.

“In my view, this is one of the 
most competitive in the youth cat-
egory. The high number of partici-
pants and the athletes boxing qual-
ity has grown a lot, as compared 
to the male competition,” India’s 

Italian coach Raffaele Bergamasco 
told PTI on the eve of the compe-
tition.

“The opponents to be feared 
will certainly be China, Russia, 
Kazakhstan, but also France, En-
gland, and Ukraine. I’m optimistic 
because I think our athletes will do 
their utmost to reach the highest 
podium,” he added.

India’s performance in the last 
edition of the event was not great, 
to say the least, with just one 
bronze to show for.

However, hopes are high this 
time given the excitement of host-
ing the event for the irst time. The 
tournament is, in fact, the irst 

AIBA world championship being 
held in the country since 2006, 
when India hosted the marquee 
event for senior women boxers.

Among the top medal contend-
ers will be world junior champi-
onships silver-medallist Niharika 
Gonella (75kg) and Balkan Youth 
International Boxing Champi-
onship gold-medallists Shashi 
Chopra (57kg) and Sakshi (54kg).

Not to forget, local favour-
ite Ankushita Boro (64kg), who 
claimed silver medals at the Bal-
kan Youth International Boxing 
Championship and the prestigious 
International Ahmet Comert Box-
ing Tournament.

Also in contention would be 
Jyoti (51kg), who clinched a gold 
medal at the 6th Golden Glove Box-
ing Tournament in Serbia.

Russia had dominated the com-
petition the last time around walk-
ing away with four gold and a sil-
ver medal to claim the top honours 
in the team championships.

India aim gold rush at irst youth 
boxing world C’ship at home

Film industry 
should boycott 
IFFI: Shabana 
Azmi

M , N  18 (PTI): 
Veteran actor Shabana 
Azmi today said the ilm in-
dustry should boycott the 
International Film Festival 
of India to mark its protest 
against threats to ilmmak-
er Sanjay Leela Bhansali 
and his “Padmavati” star 
Deepika Padukone.

Calling the situation 
“cultural annihilation”, 
Azmi criticised Informa-
tion and Broadcasting 
Minister Smriti Irani for 
her silence on the issue.

“Smriti Irani is pre-
paring IFFI dats possible 
only bcoz the Indian Film 
Industry brings such ac-
claim to it but keeps quiet 
about Padmavati! 

“This is exactly like 
HKL Bhagat and Congress 
celebrating IFFI in Delhi 
after the murder of Safdar 
Hashmi in 1989. Cultural 
Annihilation,” she tweeted.

The actor, who put out 
a series of tweets on the is-
sue, added that the ilm in-
dustry should come togeth-
er to support the movie.

“The entire ilm indus-
try should boycott IFFI in 
protest against the threats 
to @deepikapadukone 
SLB and #Padmavati,” she 
said in another tweet.

“Padmavati”, which is 
facing protests by several 
Rajput groups and oth-
ers, has been sent back 
to makers by the Central 
Board of Film Certi ica-
tion (CBFC) as the appli-
cation for the certi ication 
was “incomplete”.

A leader of the Shri 
Rajput Karni Sena cited 
Ramayana’s Surpanakha 
nose-chopping incident 
and warned Deepika 
against “inciting” senti-
ments. Following this, the 
Mumbai Police tightened 
Deepika’s security.

Police have also beefed 
up security at Bhansali’s 
residence in Versova.

The 48th edition of 
IFFI is being held in Goa 
from November 20-28.

N  D , N  18 (PTI): Online sales of auto com-
ponents have been hit by complex GST model for 
ecommerce players, online marketplace boodmo said.

Exclusion of e-commerce businesses from the 
composite scheme, a higher tax rate of 28 per cent for 
auto components and for logistics of spare parts as 
well, and a complex GST model has impacted adverse-
ly ecommerce startups, the co- founder of boodmo, 
Oleksandr Danylenko, said in a statement.

“Our new venture, which was emerging as a sun-
rise business, is badly impacted due to GST s complex 
and cumbersome model, especially for e-commerce 
businesses. The 16-point invoice is not as per the 

marketplace requirement and, this way, businesses 
like boodmo, which is heavily dependent on suppliers, 
can neither buy nor sell its products,” Danylenko said.

“The major problem is that our suppliers are not 
ready to send products directly to customers; they 
want to sell through us to cut through the complexity 
of the GST,” Danylenko added.

Most of the sellers registered on its marketplace 
are SMEs and non-availability of the composite 
scheme for ecommerce players has impacted them.

The composition scheme under the GST allows a 
nominal tax of 2 per cent to be paid by SMEs.

N  D , N  18 
(PTI): After missing the 
China Open, Kidambi Sri-
kanth has now decided 
to give next week’s Hong 
Kong Super Series a miss 
to be in the best shape for 
the Dubai Super Series 
Final in December.

“Srikanth is much 
better. The injury has al-
most healed.

But we wanted to en-
sure that he is 100 per 
cent before he plays a 
tournament, not even 90 
per cent, so we decided to 
give him another week’s 
time rest. We want him to 
be very good in the tour-
nament he plays,” India 
physio C Kiran told PTI.

The 25-year-old had 
pulled out of the China 
Open Super Series Pre-

mier after his doctor ad-
vised him a week’s rest 
following a muscle strain.

The World No. 2 Indi-
an holds the numero uno 
status in the Destination 
Dubai ranking and will 
carry India’s title hopes 
after being in rampaging 
form this season, where 
he won four titles after 
reaching ive inals.

Among others, recov-

ering from a shoulder 
injury, Sameer Verma too 
will sit out of the Hong 
Kong Open, while Ajay Ja-
yaram had earlier pulled 
out of the tournament as 
he is recuperating from a 
hamstring injury.

Sameer had suffered 
a shoulder injury during 
the training and had 
pulled out of the Denmark 
Open, French Open and 

National Championship.
“My injury has healed 

and I am going through 
the rehabilitation now. 
I will start my rigorous 
on-court training next 
month,” said Sameer, who 
had won the Syed Modi 
Grand Prix Gold in Janu-
ary this year.

“I hope to regain my 
full itness before the 
PBL (Premier Badmin-
ton League),” said the 
23-year-old from Dhar.

Meanwhile, Singapore 
Open champion B Sai 
Praneeth will be back in 
action at Hong Kong Open 
after resting for a week.

“I had skipped the 
China Open to take rest. 
I will play in Hong Kong. 
The team is leaving to-
day,” he said.

L , N  18 (AFP): 
Former world number 
one Andy Murray an-
nounced he has split with 
coach Ivan Lendl for the 
second time as he works 
towards regaining full it-
ness for the 2018 season.

The 30-year-old 
Scot has enjoyed all of 
his Grand Slam success 
under the guidance of 
Lendl, securing a second 
Wimbledon title last year 
and another Olympic 
title in the second in-
stalment of their fruitful 
partnership.

Overall, in his two 
spells with Lendl, Murray 
won three Grand Slams, 
two Olympic golds and 
reached the top of the 
rankings in a fearsomely 
competitive era of men’s 
tennis featuring Roger 
Federer, Rafael Nadal and 
Novak Djokovic.

“I’m thankful to Ivan for 
all his help and guidance 
over the years. We’ve had 
great success and learned 
a lot as a team,” Murray 
said on his website.

“My focus now is on 
getting ready for Austra-
lia with the team I have in 
place and getting back to 

competing.”
The statement said 

the decision to end the 
coaching relationship 
had been mutual.

Murray, who has 
missed a big chunk of the 
current season through 
injury, will continue to 
work on his itness in 
Miami before heading 
to Australia ahead of the 
Australian Open, the irst 
Grand Slam of the year.

“I wish Andy well 
going forward. We had 
a great run and a lot of 
fun,” said Lendl, himself 
an eight-time Grand Slam 
winner as a player.

Lendl will continue to 
work in the ield of play-
er development at the 
US Tennis Association, 
where his group’s Patrick 
Kypson recently won his 
irst professional event.

Murray has won just 
a single title in 2017 after 
his golden year in 2016.

That came in Dubai 
in March, while his best 
Grand Slam performance 
was reaching the semi- i-
nals of the French Open.

A hip problem ruined 
his Wimbledon defence 
and forced him out of the 

US Open, ultimately end-
ing his season with three 
months to run.

Murray’s 2012 US 
Open and 2013 Wimble-
don titles came under 
Lendl and after they split 
in 2014 he worked with 
former French player 
Amelie Mauresmo before 
reuniting with Lendl in 
2016.

The top of the men’s 
game is currently beset 
by a glut of injuries to 
big-name players, with 
Murray, Djokovic and 
Stan Wawrinka all miss-
ing from the ongoing ATP 
Finals in London, which 
Murray won last year.

Murray has slipped 
to 16th in the world this 
year. Nadal pulled out 
of this year’s tourna-
ment after his opening 
round-robin match.

Murray replaced 
Djokovic as world num-
ber one in November 
2016 and held the top 
spot for 41 weeks before 
being replaced by Nadal

Murray practised 
with Austria’s Dominic 
Thiem for two hours 
ahead of the ATP Finals 
last week.

I , N  17 (PTI): 
Back in action after three-
long years, two-time Olym-
pic-medallist Sushil Kumar 
took less than three minutes 
to bag a gold medal as three 
of his rivals gave him a walk 
over in men’s 74kg freestyle 
competition of the Nation-
al Wrestling championship 
here today.

Sushil battled for just 2 
minutes and 33 seconds in 
total on the mat as he fought 
only two of his initial round 
bouts before three of his op-
ponents -- in the quarter inal, 
semi inal and inal -- gave him 
a walk over.

Meanwhile, India’s lone 
woman Olympic medal win-
ner Sakshi Malik and popular 
‘Dangal girl’ Geeta Phogat also 
bagged a gold medal each in 
their respective weight cate-
gories of women’s wrestling 
on the second day of the mar-
quee domestic event.

Sakshi finished on the top 
of the podium after posting 
a dominating 10-0 victory 
over Pooja Tomar of Haryana 

in the final of women’s 62kg, 
while Geeta clinched the yel-
low metal with a win against 
Ravita in the final of 59kg 

category.
Even Geeta’s husband 

Pawan Kumar managed to in-
ish on top in 86kg.

All eyes were on Sushil 
today and India’s greatest 
individual Olympian hardly 
had to break sweat as India 
international Parveen Rana 
decided to concede his bout 
against the 34-year-old in 
the gold-medal round, claim-
ing injury.

Rana was carrying a niggle 
which could have been aggra-
vated had he fought the bout.

“I pulled up a muscle of 
my thigh before the Nationals 
and I wanted to give a medi-
cal. But Railways needed two 
wrestlers so I came. After the 
irst bout, I got a problem and 

by inal I could not wrestle,” 
said Rana.

It was Sachin Dahiya 
who gave him a walkover 
in the semi inals, enabling 
Sushil’s smooth passage to 
the gold-medal round, while 
Praveen, too, handed his fan-
cied opponent a walkover in 
the quarter inals.

Both Dahiya and Praveen 
gave him a walkover to 
“show respect”, according to 
the coaches and the officials 
of Wrestling Federation of 
India.

Earlier, Sushil showed that 
class is permanent as he took 
less than two minutes to get 
past his opponents in the ini-
tial rounds.

Sushil overpowered 
Mizoram’s Lalmalsawma by 
technical fall in 48 seconds 
in the irst round and then 
pinned down Mukul Mishra in 
just a minute and 45 seconds 
in his next bout.

Geeta had registered a 
come-from-behind win to 
make it to the inals with a 8-4 
result over Sarita Mor 8-4 in 
her semi inal bout.

Sakshi, in her opening 
bout, pinned down her rival in 
just 39 seconds and eventual-
ly sailed into the inal.

Sushil ‘walks over’ to a gold; Sakshi, 
Geeta excel at Nationals

Murray splits with coach 
Ivan Lendl for 2nd time

Now Kidambi Srikanth 
skips Hong Kong Open

‘Complex GST process hitting 
ecommerce startups’
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ZAFRI MUDASSER 
NOFIL 
D , N  18 (PTI):

Sri Lankan author Anuk 
Arudpragasam is the 

winner of this year’s DSC 
Prize for South Asian Lit-
erature for his book “The 
Story of a Brief Marriage”, 
beating the likes of Ara-
vind Adiga, Karan Maha-
jan and Anjali Joseph.

The jury said the nov-
el is told in meditative, 
nuanced and powerful 

prose and marks the ar-
rival of an extraordinary 
new literary voice.

The USD 25,000 DSC 
Prize was awarded to 
the winner along with a 
trophy by Bangladesh Fi-
nance Minister Abul Maal 
Abdul Muhith on the con-
cluding day of the Dhaka 
Literary Festival (DLF).

Ritu Menon, chair of 
the jury, said, “The jury 
met and discussed the 
shortlisted novels in de-

tail. As all the shortlisted 
novels had considerable 
strengths and remark-
able literary quality, de-
ciding the winner was 
not an easy task.” 

She said the jury 
agreed that Arudpragasam 
was the best possible 
choice for his outstanding 
novel which is “impressive 
for its intensity and rich 
detail, and for exploring 
the tragic heart of war with 
such quiet eloquence.” 

Lankan author Anuk Arudpragasam 
wins DSC Prize for 2017
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NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR OSTRICH EVENING

Draw Time : 8:00 pm onward
Draw No:16 DrawDate on:18/11/17
1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 70H 98478
     (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.9499/- 98478 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
11977 41890 43881 52334 59614
65089 77595 78487 83390 97715
3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0807 2578 3447 3956 4034 4501 6953 7509 7549 8883
4th Prize Rs.250/- 1499 1844 2289 2295 2682 3902 4193 5257 5887 8876
5th Prize Rs.120/-
0275 0441 0483 0496 0724 0930 1092 1151 1159 1521
1558 1612 1622 1817 1824 1911 2029 2051 2203 2243
2354 2495 2549 2652 2656 2863 2882 2921 2970 3049
3463 3516 3649 3656 4360 4375 4458 4478 4552 4740
4770 4920 4927 4964 5146 5201 5287 5310 5352 5387
5391 5483 5513 5599 5664 5714 5761 5820 5850 5909
5939 6137 6245 6250 6341 6379 6443 6457 6483 6576
6902 6948 6987 7305 7381 7474 7646 7653 7767 7821
8035 8128 8191 8353 8389 8445 8465 8477 8503 8506
8583 8792 9067 9132 9197 9351 9427 9438 9603 9640
Issued by:
The Director,Nagaland State Lotteries,Kohima,Nagaland
For Result,Please Visit : www.nagalandlotteries.com
KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE

~ SummitTIMES ~
CLASSIFIEDS

WINTER CRASH COURSE     
X & XII CBSE / ISC/ ICSE - 2017-18 

Try & continue, highly experienced faculties

UDISHA

DEAR PRIZED MORNING DEAR GENTLE
Draw No:11 DrawDate on:18/11/17 Draw No:16 DrawDate on:18/11/17

1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 84B 23403 1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 92E 77757
      (Including Super Prize Amt)     (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.9499/- 23403 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9499/- 77757 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
29589 34039 51181 56368 60990 26969 27677 36278 51211 63367
65687 69900 73977 83218 85987 77574 77931 80787 95326 97658
3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0075 3449 4610 4979 4990 6037 7302 7732 9131 9971 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0073 0444 0536 1358 3729 5952 6713 9415 9481 9620
4th Prize Rs.250/- 0351 2800 4096 4153 5336 5698 6120 8717 9428 9669 4th Prize Rs.250/- 0904 0922 1462 1961 3754 3783 4167 5472 6336 9129
5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/-
0050 0234 0288 0507 0906 1010 1020 1039 1169 1225 0029 0076 0168 0170 0296 0454 0632 0675 0755 1007
1228 1232 1353 1423 1480 1603 1652 1768 1885 1922 1170 1214 1360 1378 1426 1615 1622 1645 2025 2032
1948 1993 2054 2075 2087 2319 2367 2380 2556 2742 2113 2278 2279 2403 2434 2559 2641 2773 2804 2882
2826 3104 3157 3168 3307 3321 3454 3463 3635 3672 2887 2983 3083 3188 3487 3539 3777 3818 4338 4355
3757 3866 3894 3896 4009 4029 4573 4602 4655 4689 4458 4519 4718 4787 4807 4958 4963 4997 5089 5107
4834 4916 5036 5078 5132 5322 5357 5365 5413 5431 5235 5372 5405 5569 5752 5947 5978 5998 6006 6054
5433 5547 5644 5662 5665 5686 5910 6015 6215 6220 6217 6220 6272 6289 6357 6394 6530 6544 6944 7181
6221 6225 6341 6524 6590 6723 6772 6829 7253 7411 7550 7739 7769 7816 7823 7858 7924 8209 8353 8367
7506 7599 7618 8027 8135 8185 8384 8570 8582 8638 8410 8626 8641 8647 8685 8764 8798 8925 8972 8991
8744 9133 9217 9382 9470 9557 9623 9895 9976 9999 9040 9077 9267 9373 9499 9526 9529 9667 9681 9700

Issued by:
The Director, Sikkim State Lotteries, Deorali-737102, Gangtok, Sikkim.
Please Visit: www.sikkimlotteries.com

KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE

SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES

CONTACT

 Summit TIMES
REPORTERS 
NAMCHI
9832048410,
9775736596 
SINGTAM
7699771651

MANGAN/ 
DIKCHU

9832612485/
9434011213

SILIGURI
9609066814
GANGTOK
8016270440,
9832082664 

news@sum-
mittimes.com

Thousands of Zimbabweans marched to statehouse on Saturday, demanding that President Robert Mugabe step down after 37 
years as head of state. The rally had the air of collective catharsis — it was the irst time in decades that Zimbabweans had been 

able to protest against Mugabe without fear of arrest, coming days after the 93-year-old leader was detained by the military. The 
gathering included both black and white Zimbabweans, carrying signs and lags and honking car horns. 

L  A , N  18 
(PTI): Hollywood actor 
Ruby Rose has come out 
in support of Deepika 
Padukone amid the on-
going controversy sur-
rounding her upcoming 
ilm “Padmavati”.

Deepika, who plays 
the titular role in the 
Sanjay Leela Bhansali-di-
rected ilm, has received 
threats from Rajput Karni 
Sena with one of its lead-
ers warning her against 
“inciting” sentiments.

“I am in shock at read-
ing what my dear friend is 
going through but in ab-
solute awe of her strength 
and courage.

“Deepika you are one 
of the strongest women 
I know,” Rose, who ap-
peared alongside Deepi-
ka in the “xXx: Return of 
Xander Cage”, tweeted.

Following the threats, 
the Mumbai Police has tight-
ened Deepika’s security.

Meanwhile, the ilm 
has been sent back to the 
makers by the Central 
Board of Film Certi ica-
tion (CBFC) as the appli-
cation for the certi ica-
tion was “incomplete”.

Padmavati controver-
sy is getting murkier by 
the day. It all began this 
year when Sanjay Leela 
Bhansali was thrashed on 
the sets of his ilm in Jai-
pur for allegedly distort-
ing facts. Buzz had it that 
there’s a dream sequence 
between Rani Padmini 
and Alauddin Khilji in 
the ilm. Soon Bhansa-
li quashed the rumours. 
But fringe out its aren’t 
ready to back down. They 
have called for a Bharat 
Bandh on December 1 in 
lieu of Padmavati release. 
Also Karni Sena has now 
threatened to chop off 
Deepika Padukone’s nose 
and behead Bhansali if the 
ilm releases.

P , N  18 (AFP): Leba-
nese Prime Minister Saad Hari-
ri arrived in France today from 
Saudi Arabia, where his shock 
resignation announcement two 
weeks ago sparked accusations 
that he was being held there 
against his will.

Hariri is in Paris at the in-
vitation of France’s President 
Emmanuel Macron, who is at-
tempting to help broker a solu-
tion to a political crisis that has 
raised fears over Lebanon’s 
fragile democracy.

Hariri and his wife Lara, who 
landed at Le Bourget airport 
outside the French capital at 
7:00 am (0600 GMT) after lying 
in from Riyadh overnight, were 
due to meet Macron at noon.

A source close to the pre-
mier told AFP that Hariri’s two 
youngest children, Loulwa and 
Abdelaziz, born in 2001 and 
2005 respectively, had stayed 
behind in Riyadh “for their 
school exams”.

His elder son Houssam, born 
in 1999, was due to arrive in 
Paris separately from London.

“Hariri does not want to mix 
his children up in this affair,” the 

source said.
The couple was whisked to 

their Paris residence in a seven-car 
convoy under tight security.

“To say that I am held up in 
Saudi Arabia and not allowed to 
leave the country is a lie,” Hariri 
had tweeted just before his de-
parture, adding to repeated de-
nials of the rumours from Saudi 
of icials.

A source close to Hariri said 
the premier had held an “excel-
lent, fruitful and constructive” 
meeting with powerful Saudi 
Crown Prince Mohammed Bin 
Salman before he left.

Hariri, a dual Saudi citizen 
who has previously enjoyed Ri-
yadh’s backing, announced his 
resignation on November 4.

He said he feared for his life, 

accusing Iran and its powerful 
Lebanese ally Hezbollah of de-
stabilizing his country.

But Hariri’s failure to return 
from Saudi Arabia prompted 
claims he was essentially being 
held hostage there, including 
from Lebanese President Michel 
Aoun who refused to accept his 
resignation from abroad.

Hariri’s resignation was 
widely seen as an escalation of 
the battle for in luence between 
regional arch-rivals Sunni Sau-
di Arabia and Shiite Iran, which 
back opposing sides in the con-
licts in Syria and Yemen.

His attempt to step down 
also coincides with a purge of 
more than 200 Saudi princes, 
ministers and businessmen. 
Hariri met French Foreign 

Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian in 
Riyadh on Thursday as Paris, 
which held mandate power over 
Lebanon for the irst half of the 
20th century, seeks to ease the 
crisis.

In another development, Ri-
yadh today recalled its ambassa-
dor to Berlin in protest at com-
ments by Germany’s Foreign 
Minister Sigmar Gabriel which 
were interpreted as a suggestion 
that Hariri acted under Saudi or-
ders.

Without mentioning Saudi 
Arabia directly, Gabriel had on 
Thursday said he shared con-
cerns about the threat of insta-
bility and bloodshed in Lebanon 
and warned against “adventur-
ism”.

“Lebanon has earned the 
right to decide on its fate by it-
self and not become a pinball of 
Syria or Saudi Arabia or other 
national interests,” he had said 
earlier in the week.

Ahead of Hariri’s departure, 
the Lebanese president -- an ally 
of Hezbollah -- welcomed the an-
nouncement of the trip to Paris, 
expressing hope that it was the 
“start of a solution”.

LALIT K JHA 
W , N  18 
(PTI):

US President Donald 
Trump’s daughter 

Ivanka Trump, who is also 
a top White House advi-
sor, will be leading the 
American contingent at 
the Global Entrepreneur-
ship Summit in India later 
this month, the State De-
partment has announced.

The Summit in Hy-
derabad, to be attended 
by 1,500 entrepreneurs 

from 170 countries, will 
be co-hosted by India 
and the US. The theme 
for the mega event will be 
‘Women First, Prosperity 

for All’ and on supporting 
women entrepreneurs 
and fostering economic 
growth globally.

Prime Minister Na-

rendra Modi during his 
visit to the White House 
in June had invited Ivanka 
Trump, 36, to visit India.

During the Summit, 
following closely on the 
heels of the Global En-
trepreneurship Week, 
the attendees will par-
ticipate interactive dis-
cussions and workshops, 
spread over three days, 
with accomplished en-
trepreneurs and inves-
tors who will share their 
knowledge and experi-

ence on how to start and 
scale a business.

The State Depart-
ment said yesterday in a 
statement that it is work-
ing with selected part-
ners through the SPARK 
Global Entrepreneurship 
Private Sector Coalition, 
led by the Global Entre-
preneurship Network.

In addition to the 
Global Entrepreneur-
ship Network, several US 
companies such as Ama-
zon, Amway, CNBC, Cog-

nizant, Dell, Google, Intel, 
Kauffman Foundation, 
Salesforce, Silicon Valley 
Bank and Walmart are 
supporting the GES 2017.

“The inancial and in 
kind support from the 
GES partners opens op-
portunities for more en-
trepreneurs to participate 
from around the world.

“Partners also en-
hance the overall expe-
rience at the Summit, 
including through the 
creation of networking 

lounges and a Global 
Launch Lounge to en-
courage new commit-
ments toward global 
entrepreneurship,” the 
State Department said.

“Partners will also 
provide direct services 
for the entrepreneurs 
including livestreaming 
sessions, global media 
coverage and programs 
to help entrepreneurs 
continue to grow and 
scale after the summit,” 
it added.

Pak NSA 
accuses India 
of creating 
‘two-front 
situation’
SAJJAD HUSSAIN 
I , N  17 
(PTI):

National Security Advi-
sor Nasser Khan Jan-

jua today accused India of 
creating a “two-front situ-
ation” for Pakistan, saying 
such a policy would be 
detrimental for regional 
peace and stability.

His statement came 
during his talks with 
visiting Special Repre-
sentative of Germany for 
Afghanistan and Pakistan 
Markus Potzel who was 
accompanied by German 
Ambassador Martin Ko-
bler here.

According to a state-
ment by the NSA of ice, 
the two sides discussed 
the regional security sit-
uation and the prevailing 
situation in Afghanistan.

Janjua said that Paki-
stan wants peace in Af-
ghanistan but the same 
is under stress due to 
involvement of India 
which wants to create a 
“two front situation” for 
Pakistan.

“India is self-seeking a 
two front situation which 
does not auger well for 
the region. All major pow-
ers of the world need to 
play their role in keeping 
the region stable and bal-
anced,” he said.

He meant to say 
that Pakistan was being 
stretched to ight mili-
tants on the western front 
with Afghanistan and face 
Indian army on the east-
ern border with India.

The NSA also said that 
for “regional peace and 
stability, it is imperative 
for both the countries to 
engage with each and re-
solve their disputes”.

He said Pakistan and 
India should resolve 
their disputes for the 
sake of better future.

Janjua also said Pa-
kistan wanted peace in 
Afghanistan and urged 
for political settlement of 
the Afghan issue.

“To end miseries of Af-
ghanistan and its people, 
warring sides should seek 
a political solution to the 
con lict as the perpetual 
war of last 16 years has 
given us nothing but hu-
man miseries and suffer-
ings,” Janjua added.

Ivanka to lead American team for biz summit in India

Ruby Rose supports 
Deepika amid ‘Padmavati’ 

controversy

Lebanon’s Hariri arrives in Paris 
after Saudi ‘hostage’ rumors
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BRIDAL GLOW: Wimbledon champion Serena Williams has married Reddit 
co-founder Alexis Ohanian in a lavish ceremony just 11 weeks after giving 
birth.
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A R C T I C   C I R C L E  - HALLATT

B A B Y   B L U E S  - KIRKMAN & SCOTT

L O C K H O R N S  - HOEST & REINER

ARIES: Love, aff ection, and ro-
mance seem to be all around you. 
Strong unity with close friends, 
family members, and your roman-
tic partner may well up throughout 
the day. You can also expect a rush 
of imagination and artistic inspi-
ration, perhaps generated by the 
support of those around you. Any 
relationships formed now will last 
a long time. Recall this day when 
times get tough.
TAURUS: Strong psychic impres-
sions about absent friends or family 
members may come to you today. 
All are apt to be positive, though you 
might fi nd it disconcerting. You might 
even think it more so if you learn your 
intuition was right! This tendency 

may continue for a while. Your sensi-
tivity to others’ thoughts and feelings 
is increasing. It can contribute to your 
understanding of them. 
GEMINI: Today you could intuit 
powerful feelings of aff ection from 
someone you might be romantically 
attracted to. You could feel a rush 
of exhilaration from this experience 
before your skeptical side kicks in to 
say it’s all wishful thinking. A little 
skepticism is healthy, but don’t let 
it overpower your positive impres-
sion. All signs say that what you 
sense is true. Follow your heart.
CANCER: Your kindness and 
good manners could pay off  today. 
Someone who respects you a great 
deal might off er you an opportunity 

to advance that increases your in-
come. You may have known this 
person for a long time, and the two 
of you work well together. This op-
portunity should be welcome and 
not intimidating. Go for it! If you 
do, the future will be rosy.
LEO: Love and romance are going 
marvelously well today. If you’re 
attached, aff ection continues to 
grow between you and your part-
ner. A strong sense of unity could 
lead to a fi rm commitment. If you 
aren’t currently involved, don’t be 
surprised if someone you like but 
don’t know well suddenly seems 
attracted to you.
VIRGO: You tend to be intellectu-
ally inclined. Today you might put 

some of your knowledge to work in 
a creative way. Your intuition and 
imagination are working overtime. 
If you’ve been thinking about start-
ing a new project, this is the day to 
do it. The only downside is that you 
could get so obsessed with your 
work that you can’t concentrate on 
anything else. 
LIBRA: A loving, supportive letter 
or call from a close friend could be 
just what the doctor ordered today. 
You may feel overworked and a 
little pessimistic about any plans 
you’ve made. Your friend should 
lift your spirits and motivate you to 
push on ahead in spite of whatever 
obstacles you encounter. Remem-
ber this kindness. Your friend may 

need the same from you sometime 
in the future.
SCORPIO: Today you may come up 
with some attractive new ideas to ad-
vance your career and increase your 
income. The only question is whether 
or not you can follow through. Some 
of them may be workable and some 
may not, but if you’re serious, you 
should do some research to fi gure 
that out. The future looks good if you 
take the necessary steps to turn your 
ideas into reality.
SAGITTARIUS: Today you might 
experience a rush of spiritual in-
sights. Whatever comes to you 
seems clear and right, and it could 
inspire music, poetry, or painting. 
The only problem might be that 

these insights may disappear if you 
don’t write them down right away. 
Visions from the other side can be 
ephemeral. If you like what’s com-
ing to you, keep a record of it. 
CAPRICORN: Today you could 
receive some unexpected good news 
regarding the impending arrival of 
money that you’ve anticipated for a 
long time. This will be very welcome 
news and worthy of a celebration, 
although you still might not believe 
it. Believe it! Your long wait is over. 
Now you have to resist the tempta-
tion to spend it all in one place.
AQUARIUS: A social event today 
could put you in contact with some 
old friends who mean a great deal to 
you. The occasion will be very warm 

and friendly, though you may feel a 
little subdued. Never mind! Some-
times companionable silence is pref-
erable to forced talk. Just bask in the 
presence of cherished companions 
and listen to what others say. You’ll 
enjoy yourself that much more.
PISCES: Working closely with 
someone might bring up some 
strong, warm aff ection between 
you. It may or may not be a roman-
tic attraction, but if it is, don’t read 
too much into it now. The situation 
is creating the emotions. There’s 
the chance that the attraction could 
pass by tomorrow. But you’ve 
probably found someone with 
whom you can collaborate harmo-
niously. That’s important!
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1985 - Switzerland - - US 
/ Soviet Leaders Meet: 
President Reagan and 
Soviet Leader Gorbachev 
meet for the first time and 
had scheduled a 15-minute 
private meeting. It had gone 
on for longer than expected-
one hour. Also on this Day: A 
Group of Prominent Women 
Write to Gorbachev A total of 
34 women presented Soviet 
Leader Mikhail Gorbachev 
with a letter regarding 
nuclear disarmament. They 
were pushing for a ban on 
nuclear weapons tests. 
1931 - France - - League of 
Nations: 1931: The United 
States and other countries 
involved with the League of 
Nations decided to aid China 
in the fight to force Japan to 
withdraw from Manchuria. 
Reports had indicated that 
Japan was in violation of 
certain treaty agreements 
that had been made-one of 
which was Japanese troops 
were illegally stations in 

strategic locations. 
1969 - U.S.A. - - Apollo 12: 
1969: The astronauts Charles 
“Pete” Conrad and Alan Bean 
of Apollo 12 land on the 
Moon in the area known as 
the Ocean of Storms with 
their lunar lander, Intrepid, 
and become the second set of 
American astronauts to walk 
on the moons surface. 
1969 - Brazil - - Pele: Brazilian 
soccer great Pele scores his 
1,000th professional goal in a 
game, against Vasco da Gama 
in Rio de Janeiro’s Maracana 
stadium. 
2002 - Middle East 
- - Weapons of Mass 
Destruction: Technology 
sensors were soon to be 
planted in various places in 
order to detect weapons of 
mass destruction hidden. 
This particular action had 
taken place the day after 
searches for chemical, 
biological, and nuclear 
weapons took place. One of 
the most-suspected culprits 
was Saddam Hussein. No 
weapons of mass destruction 
were found during this 
time yet. The sensors were 
implemented in order to 
make finding them easier.

The star admits he did not have a 
“scope of the problem” when claims 

were made against Harvey Weinstein, 
who launched his career.

Ben Af leck has called on men to 
“hold themselves accountable” as Holly-
wood stars continue to face sexual mis-
conduct allegations.

During an appearance on US talk show 
The Late Show With Stephen Colbert on 
Thursday, the Oscar-winning actor ad-
mitted that he did not have a sense of “the 
scope of the problem” in the industry and 
described his relationship with producer 
Harvey Weinstein as “tainted”.

The 45-year-old was one of the irst 
to comment when allegations surround-
ing the disgraced movie mogul irst 
emerged in October, which has prompt-
ed alleged victims of other stars - includ-
ing Kevin Spacey and Sylvester Stallone 
- to come forward.

The actor has now said he will do-
nate his residuals from other Wein-
stein-backed ilms - such as Shake-
speare In Love - to non-pro it arts group 
Film Independent or RAINN, America’s 
largest anti-sexual assault organisation.

Speaking about the wider scandal, 
Af leck - who worked with Weinstein 
on his breakout hit Good Will Hunting - 

said that men needed to be “really mind-
ful” of their behaviour.

He told Colbert: “I thought I had a 
sense of the scope of the problem and I 
thought I understood it, and the truth is 
I really didn’t.

“I didn’t understand what it’s like to 
be groped, to be harassed, to be inter-
rupted, talked over, paid less, you know, 
pushed around, belittled. All the things 
that women deal with, that for me, as a 
man, I have the privilege of not having 
to deal with.

“It’s just the kind of thing we have 
to, as men, as we become more aware 
of this, be really, really mindful of our 
behaviour and hold ourselves account-
able and say: ‘If I was ever part of the 
problem, I want to change. I want to be 

part of the solution.’” He added that men 
must be prepared to face up to any “un-
comfortable or awkward or strange en-
counters” that they may have had, rath-
er than shy away from them.

Last month, Af leck apologised over 
accusations he groped actress Hilarie 
Burton during a live music show when 
she was 21.

Af lect, who stars as Batman in Jus-
tice League, added: “I’m not a spokes-
man, I’m not a superhero, I can’t change 
it by myself. I can just be accountable for 
myself and for my actions.

“Part of this, for me, has been listening 
to people I really care about and love as 
they tell me stories of stuff that has hap-
pened to them - this is men and women 
- and recognising that it’s a real thing.”

TIGER SHROFF 
SPILLS THE BEANS 
ON STUDENT OF 
THE YEAR 2

The rumors of Karan Jo-
har’s Student of the Year 

2 getting shelved because no 
actress is ready to sign for the 
ilm have been making quite 

a few round recently. 
Finally spilling the beans 

on the matter, Tiger Shroff 
con irmed that the ilm is on 
track and will be going on the 
loor next year. “Early next 

year, I start Student of the 
Year 2. That’s the only ilm 
I’ve con irmed my dates for 
as of now. The rest will de-
pend on how long this shoot 
takes. The Rambo shoot is 
scheduled to kick off towards 
the end of next year. The ilm 
with Hrithik sir will start be-
fore that,” informed the actor.

Sara Ali Khan, Janhvi Ka-
poor, Disha Patani and Anan-
ya Pandey were linked to the 
ilm, but nothing was inal-

ized. Sara and Janhvi are now 
being launched by Karan 
Johar with ‘Kedarnath’ and 
‘Dhadak’ respectively.

Who imagined that Justin 
Bieber would ever win 

a Latin Grammy? But it really 
happened on Thursday night 
when Luis Fonsi and Daddy 
Yankee’s “Despacito” remix 
featuring Bieber was named 
the winner in the category 
best urban fusion/perfor-
mance during the pre-show 
telecast at the 2017 Latin 
Grammy Awards.

The “Despacito” remix was 
released in April and a month 
later became the No. 1 song 
on Billboard’s Hot 100 for 16 
weeks, tying Mariah Carey and 
Boyz II Men’s “One Sweet Day” 
record for the longest run at 
the top of the chart.

Meanwhile, the original 
version of “Despacito” won 
in the record of the year and 
song of the year categories.

JUSTIN BIEBER WINS HIS FIRST-EVER LATIN GRAMMY

BEN AFFLECK: MEN ‘MUST BE ACCOUNTABLE’ 
OVER SEXUAL MISCONDUCT IN HOLLYWOOD


