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K , O  17 (PTI): 
The Calcutta High Court 
today stayed the with-
drawal of Central Armed 
Paramilitary Forces 
(CAPF) from Darjeeling 
hills, the scene of unrest 
over the statehood de-
mand, till October 27, in 
a relief to the West Ben-
gal government.

Hearing a plea by the 
state against the Centre’s 
decision to withdraw 
CAPF from Darjeeling 
and Kalimpong districts, 
a division bench of Jus-
tices Harish Tandon and 
Debangshu Basak or-
dered an interim stay.

It asked the state 
government to move a 
regular bench of the high 
court when it reopens on 
October 23 after the Di-
wali holidays.

Appearing for the 
state, Advocate General 

Kishore Dutta prayed for 
status quo on the deploy-
ment of the forces.

Altogether 15 
companies of CAPF are 
deployed in the area. He 
said the matter would 
be mentioned before 
the Chief Justice on the 
irst PIL day after the 

court reopens. The PILs 
are generally heard on a 
Friday.

He referred to the 
killing of a police of icer a 
few days ago when Bimal 
Gurung-led Gorkha Jan-
mukti Morcha support-
ers ired at the security 
forces hunting for him, 
to buttress the state gov-
ernment’s claim about 
the need for continued 
deployment of CAPF.

The high court had 
while hearing a PIL on 
July 14 directed the Cen-
tre to deploy four more 

companies of CAPF in ad-
dition to the 11 already 
present in the hills then.

The advocate gener-
al submitted that as the 
deployment was made 
following an order of the 
high court which had also 
been endorsed by the Su-
preme Court the same 
day on another petition 
before it, the Centre can-
not withdraw the forces 
unilaterally without the 
permission of the court.

The vacation bench 
today directed the Cen-
tre to ile an af idavit 
in response to the state 
government’s plea by 
October 23. It asked the 
state government to ile 
its reply to the Centre’s 
af idavit by October 26.

The West Bengal gov-
ernment had written to 
the Centre seeking ex-
tended deployment of 

CAPF till December 25, 
but was told that out of 
the 15 companies pres-
ent, 10 would be with-
drawn on October 15 and 
the rest by October 20.

The state was later 
informed by the Centre 
that three companies of 
women CRPF personnel 
out of the 10 proposed to 
be withdrawn on Octo-
ber 15 would stay there 
till October 20, he said.

Dutta said the state 
government was making 
efforts to restore normal-
cy in the Darjeeling hills 
and that the withdrawal 
of forces at this juncture 
would seriously hinder 
the process.

Noting that the Cen-
tre’s resources were lim-
ited, its counsel submit-
ted that the forces were 
required for deployment 
in different parts of the 

country for other com-
mitments including elec-
tions in some states.

Bipul Kundalia, coun-
sel for the central gov-
ernment, claimed that 
the situation in Darjeel-
ing hills had improved 
compared to what it was 
in July when the order 
on deployment of para-
military contingents had 
been passed by the high 
court.

Noting that only the 
Himachal Pradesh As-
sembly election has been 
announced, the court 
told the Centre that it 
should have reasonable 
grounds for withdrawal 
of the forces.

When asked by the 
court about the Centre’s 
assessment of the situa-
tion, Kundalia said it was 
for the state government 
to evaluate it.

HC stays withdrawal of central
forces from Darjeeling Hills

DHANTERAS WITH GLITTER AND THE ORGANIC
G , 17 O : Dhanteras marks the beginning of the festival of Diwali, 
and like every year, it drew huge crowds today to Lall Bazaar in Gangtok. Peo-
ple swarmed the market to buy new utensils, gold or silver as it is believed 
that Goddess Lakshmi then showers households with more of such wealth. 
Dhanteras at Lall Bazaar was however not all about glitter. Santoshi Chhetri of 
Gangtok, who owns a vegetables shop here at Lall Bazaar, took the opportuni-
ty to ind potential buyers for bamboo-made items like Maadal, lutes, baskets 
and dokos ranging at a price of Rs 1,500-4,000. [Rebyna Rana]

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 17 O : Sec-
tion 144 has been an-
nounced for the entire 
East District to ensure 
conduct of peaceful, free 
and fair Panchayat elec-
tion and maintenance of 
Law & Order during the 
election process, the East 
District Administration 
explained today, adding 
that this would in no way 
be used to curtail the as-
sembly of people to cele-
brate any festival or cul-
tural activity.

The prohibitory or-
ders were issued by 
Returning Of icer-East 
on 16 Oct wherein it is 
stated that Election cam-
paigning by the candi-
dates with their support-
ers was permissible after 

obtaining prior permis-
sion from the competent 
authority.

Prohibition on peo-
ple assembling in groups 
of ive or more persons 
sloganeering, demon-
strating, shouting, cam-
paigning or carrying out 
any other activities with-
out permission from the 
competent authority is 
being implemented so as 
to avoid any untoward 
incident which is likely 
to cause disturbance to 
the process of Election, 
public peace and tran-
quility. However, assem-
bly of people to cele-
brate any festival or for 
any other religious and 
cultural activities will 
not be prohibited, the 
order states.

Prohibitory Orders to 
ensure peaceful elections, 

not to curtail festivities

Governor 
and CM 
release Diwali 
greetings
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 17 O :

Governor Shriniwas 
Patil and Chief Minis-

ter Pawan Chamling have 
greeted the people on the 
occasion of Diwali.

A press communiqué 
received from the Raj 
Bhawan conveys Gover-
nor Shriniwas Patil and 
the First Lady Rajanidevi 
Patil’s message: “The Di-
wali festival brings with 
it the optimism for bet-
ter, brighter and prosper-
ous tomorrow. Our an-
cient belief that the light 
dispels the darkness of 
ignorance and misery 
from our lives illing it 
with light and happiness, 
still de ines the core phi-
losophy behind the cel-
ebration of Diwali. The 
occasion to celebrate and 
share goodwill with fam-
ily, friends and well wish-
ers always leave a posi-
tive impact in the family 
and our social bonding.

As we gear up to em-
brace this joyful moment 
of Deepawali, the festival 
of lights, let us also en-
deavour to preserve and 
protect Sikkimese iden-
tity of living in harmo-
ny with nature, staying 
away from irecrackers 
and pollutants. Let our 
celebration of Diwali also 
re lect our commitment 
towards Clean and Green 

turn to pg02

M , O  17 (PTI): 
North East Small Finance 
Bank Limited has com-
menced operations as a 
small inance bank from 
today, RBI said today.

The Reserve Bank has 
issued a licence to the 
bank under the Banking 
Regulation Act, 1949 to 
carry on the business of 
small inance bank in In-
dia.

RGVN (North East) 
Micro inance Limited, 
Guwahati was one of 

the 10 applicants which 
was issued in-principle 
approval for setting up 
a small inance bank in 
September 2015.

The Rashtriya Gram-
in Vikas Nidhi Micro i-
nance Limited-- North 
East (RGVNMFL-NE), the 
promoter of North East 
Small Finance Bank, had 
received the licence to 
operate as small inance 
bank earlier this year.

Capital Small Finance 

NE Small Finance Bank 
starts operations: RBI

turn to pg03

I , O  17 (PTI): 
Tibetan spiritual leader 
the Dalai Lama today ar-
rived in Manipur's capital 
Imphal on his maiden visit 
to participate in an inter-
national peace conference.

This is his second vis-
it to the northeast this 
year - after Arunachal 
Pradesh in April - but the 
irst to Manipur.

Chief Minister N Bi-
ren Singh and Speaker Y 
Khemchand received him at the airport. Strict security mea-

sures will remain in place 
during the Dalai Lama's 
three-day stay in Mani-
pur as a 'state guest'.

Round-the-clock pa-
trolling and combing op-
erations were underway 
to ensure the visit remains 
peaceful, of icials said.

He is visiting the state 
on an invitation extended 
by Speaker Khemchand 
last month at Mcleodganj 
in Himachal Pradesh.

The Dalai Lama met 

Manipur Governor Na-
jma Heptulla at the Raj 
Bhavan after his arrival 
here.

He will be given a civ-
ic reception at the City 
Convention Centre and 
attend a conference ti-
tled 'Peace and Harmony' 
tomorrow.

The conference will 
be followed by public in-
teraction and press meet, 
according to a statement 
by the state government.

Dalai Lama arrives in Manipur on maiden visit

K , O  17 (PTI): Services 
of the heritage Darjeeling Hima-
layan Railway (DHR), popularly 
known as ‘toy train’, is all set to 
resume in the hills from October 
25, after its suspension for 125 
days due to the strike called by the 
Gorkha Janmukti Morcha (GJM).

The inde inite strike in the Dar-
jeeling hills, called by the GJM for 
a separate state of Gorkhaland on 
June 15, was lifted after 104 days 
ahead of Durga Puja. But the train 
service was restarted partially up 
to Sukna from October 15.

“We have partially started the 
narrow-guage passenger train ser-
vice up to Sukna from Siliguri in 

the plains,” North Frontier Railway 
(NFR) spokesperson Pranav Jyoti 
Sharma said.

As the service remained sus-
pended for 125 days, repairs and 
maintenance jobs are required to 
be done, he told PTI over phone 
from Guwahati.

The 88-km journey from Siliguri 
to the Darjeeling hills through forests, 
tea gardens and numerous bridges 
and tunnels will recommence from 
October 25, Sharma said.

He said works relating to main-
tenance of engines, coaches, tracks, 
stations and signalling systems 
would be completed soon and trains 
would again run the full distance.

The ‘toy train’ service, which 
earned UNESCO World Heritage 
tag in 1999, is a big attraction to 
tourists who lock to this eastern 
hill town from all over the world.

The hill town, however, is yet to 
get back to normalcy and arrival of 
tourists in good numbers may take 
some time.

“Though tourist in low at 
present is negligible, but recom-
mencement of services like the toy 
train will certainly send a positive 
message to the tourists,” Raj Basu, 
convener of Association for Con-
servation of Tourism, said, a dding 
this would boost tourism in the 
Darjeeling hills.

Toy train service to resume from 25 Oct Indian 
peacekeepers 
in Sudan 
awarded 
UN medal
U  N , O  
17 (PTI): Fifty Indian 
peacekeepers stationed 
in South Sudan have been 
awarded the UN Medal 
for their professionalism 
and service in protect-
ing civilians and building 
durable peace in the con-
lict-ridden country.

The Indian peace-
keepers are part of the 
UN Mission in South Su-
dan (UNMISS).

They are deployed 
with the Indian battalion 
stationed at Bor in the 
Jonglei region of South 
Sudan. They were pre-
sented with the award 
recently by UNMISS Force 
Commander General 
Frank Mushyo Kamanzi.

Presenting the award, 
General Kamanzi ac-
knowledged their con-
tribution in carrying out 
patrols across the region 
as well as providing a 
safe and secure environ-
ment for the 2,500 civil-
ians who have sought 
sanctuary at the UN Pro-
tection of Civilians site at 
Bor, a media release said.

turn to pg03
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Apple IPHONE MRP Offer Price Extra Offer

IPHONE 5C 8GB 31500 14990 (free temper glass)

IPHONE SE 32 GB 39000 26000 (free cover & temper glass).

IPHONE 6 32 GB 29000 28000 (free cover & temper glass).

IPHONE 6S 32 GB 62000 40500 (free cover & temper glass).

IPHONE 6S Plus 16 GB 72000 49990 (Free Bluetooth BOSE  
   SPEAKER)

IPHONE 7 32 GB 60000 51500 (free cover & temper glass)

IPHONE 7 Plus 32 GB 67300 61500 (free cover & temper glass).

Sikkim.
May the divine light 

of Diwali illuminate the 
lives of my fellow Sik-
kimese and bring joy, 
peace, prosperity and 
good health.”

Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling and Mrs Tika 
Maya Chamling have also 
extended warm greet-
ings and best wishes to 
the people of Sikkim on 
the upcoming festival of 
Diwali.

In his message, the 
CM has wished for long 
lasting peace, happiness, 
ful illment and abun-
dance in the lives of the 
people of Sikkim.

“May the festival of 
lights brighten the lives 
of our people and may it 
guide us from darkness 
to light, from ignorance 
to knowledge, and from 
despair to hope. May 
the festival instill in us 
the spirit of self-inquiry, 
self-improvement and 
values such as kindness 
and compassion,” the 
Chief Minister has stated.

Diwali is predomi-
nantly a Hindu festival 
and is also the celebra-
tion of ‘inner light’ over 
spiritual darkness, of 
knowledge over igno-
rance and right over 
wrong. It is a festive re-
statement of the Hindu 
belief that good ultimate-
ly triumphs over evil. It 
is a ive-day festival, with 
Diwali night centering on 
the new moon, the dark-
est night, at the end of 
the Hindu lunar month 
of Ashvin and the start of 
the month of Kartika. The 
darkest night of autumn, 
lit with diyas, candles 
and lanterns, make the 
festival of lights memo-
rable, illed with fun and 
merry-making. Diwali is 
also a celebration of la-
vors with numerous vari-
eties of cuisines.

In Sikkim, the festival 
of Diwali or Tihar is cel-
ebrated with great joy 
and enthusiasm. Spread 
over ive days, the festi-
val is marked by various 
rituals and myriad cele-
brations. The irst day is 
observed as Kaag Tihar 
wherein crows are giv-
en offerings, considering 
them to be divine mes-
sengers. The second day 
or Kukur Tihar honours 
dogs for their honesty. Af-

ter Kaag and KukurTihar, 
Gai Tihar and Goru Tihar 
are celebrated on the 
third day, where cow and 
ox are decorated, fed and 
worshipped. Also on the 
third day, in the evening, 
families get together to 
worship Goddess Laxmi, 
the Goddess of Wealth. 
Days before the Laxmi 
puja, houses are cleaned 
and decorated with diyas 
and lamps lit near the 
doors and windows from 
the day of Laxmi Puja on-
wards. On the ifth and 
inal day called the Bhai 

Tika, brothers and sisters 
meet and pray for each 
other’s well-being, with 
the sisters marking the 
brothers’ foreheads with 
Tika. In turn, brothers 
present gifts to their sis-
ters. The Deusi and Bhai-
lo form the most signi i-
cant part of Tihar, where 
people visit every home 
singing, dancing and 
spreading joy. Marigolds 
or ‘Saipatri’ in full bloom 
against the backdrop of 
green paddy ields and 
clear blue sky comple-
ment the festivities. Fam-
ilies get together and of-
fer each other traditional 
delicacies. The Sel Roti 
is the most popular dish 
prepared by every family.

Festivals offer us an 
opportunity to promote 
our cultural practices 
and tradition and also to 
make the younger gener-
ation aware of our cus-
toms, so that our tradi-
tion and customs remain 
intact in future.

In line with the State 
Government’s policies on 
protection and conser-
vation of environment, 
in 2014, we took a deci-
sion to prohibit the sale 
and use of irecrackers 
in the State. Since then, it 
is heartening to see that 
the Sikkimese people 
have supported this pol-
icy and I thank everyone 
for their co-operation. I 
am sure this Diwali too 
people will give their 
support whole-heartedly 
and refrain from burst-
ing irecrackers. Let us 
not forget our responsi-
bilities towards Mother 
Earth amidst the festiv-
ities and continue with 
our status of ‘Clean & 
Green Sikkim’.

Wishing you a happy, 
safe and a clean Diwali,” 
the CM concluded.

Governor and CM release 
Diwali greetings

contd from pg01

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 17 O :

Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha party’s Ward Lev-

el of ice was inaugurated 
by acting president-SKM, 
Kunga Nima Lepcha, to-
day at Rongyek Gumpa 

Gaon, under Syari con-
stituency. A press release 
issued by SKM press & 
publicity secretary, Ran-
jana Pradhan, informs 
that the party of ice was 
donated by retired Head-
master, KT Khampa.

SKM opens ward-
level of ice at Rongyek 

Gumpa Gaon

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 17 O :

District Magistrate-South, 
Raj Yadav, has announced 

Section 144 for South District 
in order to avoid any breach of 
public order during the Pan-
chayat Election for the Terri-
torial Constituencies and Gram 
Panchayat Wards in Sikkim.

The prohibitory orders for 
South District were issued by 
the DM-South today wherein 
prohibition has been imple-
mented on people assembling 
in groups of ive or more per-
sons sloganeering, demon-
strating, shouting, campaign-
ing or carrying out any other 
activities without permission 
from the competent authority 

which may cause disturbance 
to the process of Election, pub-
lic peace and tranquility.

The order also prohibits 
the possession or transfer of 
ire arms or weapons such as 

sword, Khukuri, Bamphok, 
dagger, bayonet, spear [in-
cluding lances and javelins], 
catapult, axes, knife and all 
other such weapons with 
sharp edges excluding other 
equipments designed for do-
mestic, agricultural, scienti ic 
or industrial purpose. Addi-
tionally, a person taking part 
in the election campaign, at-
tending a public meeting or 
visiting polling station or of-
ice of the Returning Of icer/

Assistant Returning Of icer 

is prohibited from carrying 
lathi, stick or any tool which 
can be used as a weapon.

Further, during the election 
campaign or otherwise, move-
ment in the form of vehicular 
rally of more than three vehi-
cles is prohibited. However, 
this will not be applicable to 
vehicles engaged in Law & Or-
der duties, poll related of icial 
duties and security personnel 
vehicles. No vehicle is to be 
used in any election campaign 
without the prior permission 
from the competent authority, 
the order adds.

 Restriction on verbal, 
printed or written matter 
publication or dissemina-
tion of any matter which may 

cause hatred between two 
different sections of society 
or prove or incite people to 
violence has also been imple-
mented as per the prohibitory 
order. Likewise, no person is 
allowed to use loud speakers 
installed on a vehicle without 
due permission of District Su-
perintendent of Police or con-
cerned Station House Of icer. 
Additionally, slogan shouting 
will not be permitted after 5 
pm in any gathering or any 
moving vehicle.

The prohibitory order also 
restricts the entry to and exit 
from South District by cross-
ing the Interstate Border ex-
cept through designed check 
posts namely Melli check post, 

Rambang check post and Jore-
thang-Majhitar check post. 
This, however, will not be ap-
plicable to the Government of-
icials doing so while discharg-

ing their duties.
The DM-South has directed 

for the order to be applied to 
the area compromised within 
the border of the South District 
of the State and to be contin-
ued in force with immediate ef-
fect till the election process is 
over unless withdrawn earlier.

All Sub Divisional 
Magistrates, Sector 
Magistrates and Station House 
Of icer of Police Stations have 
been directed to ensure strict 
compliance of the prohibitory 
order released today. 

Prohibitory orders with eye on election
campaign in South district as well

TEAM LACHUNG WINS ITBP HANDBALL TOURNEY
G , 17 O : The inal match of the Handball tournament organized by the 11th Battalion of Indo 
Tibetan Border Police at Chungthang on 16 Oct was played between Team Lachung and Team Pegong. 
Team Lachung secured victory by a 03-02 scoreline. The inal match was scheduled to be held on 15 Oct 
and had to be postponed to 16 Oct owing to bad weather conditions, it is informed. The winners and 
runners-up of the tourney were presented trophies by the chief guest for the event, Commandant Rajesh 
Kumar Tomar.

G , 17 O  
[IPR]: A meeting with the 
contesting candidates of 
Yuksam, Rinchenpong 
and Gyalshing area was 
conducted by the Return-
ing Of icer-West today at 
the Community Hall in 
Gyalshing. Similar meet-
ings were also held today 
at Soreng and Dentam 
by the concerned Sector 
Magistrates along with 
sector Police of icers in 
West Sikkim.

During the meetings, 
various discussions with 
regard to polling stations 
list, commissioning of 
EVMs from 25-27 Oct, 
permissions regarding 
meeting and display of 
banners and hoardings 
and rally & procession 
permission were made.

Contact details of 
Sector Magistrates and 
Sector Police of icers 
along with Control Room 
number and Observer’s 
number was also given to 
the candidates.  

In the course of the 
meeting, it was informed 
that the uncontested 

candidates can get certif-
icates from the of ice of 
the Returning Of icer. The 
contesting candidates 
will be informed regard-
ing the important events 
through different modes 
of communication.

Additionally, the can-
didates have also been 
informed that canvassing 
will not be allowed near 
polling stations and Gov-
ernment infrastructures 
cannot be used for politi-
cal activities. From 01 Nov, 
canvassing will not be en-
tertained except door to 
door campaigning.

Identity Cards for the 
contesting candidates 
were distributed today. 
The candidates were fur-
ther informed that the 
election agent Identity 
Card is Form 08.

It was also informed 
during the meetings that 
false statements, liquor 
distribution, cash distri-
bution, politics on the 
basis of caste and reli-
gion will not be enter-
tained during the elec-
tion period .

West District authorities 
meet candidates and 

campaign do’s and don’ts

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 17 O :

Commandant of 11th 
Battalion of Indo 

Tibetan Border Police, 
Chungthang, Rajesh 
Kumar Tomar, orga-
nized a medical camp in 
Chatten village, North 
Sikkim today. Com-
mandant Tomar during 
the camp directed the 
people and students of 
the village to partici-
pate in medical camps 
for health benefits and 
proper treatment and 
urged them to keep 

their locality clean in 
order to avoid diseases.

He also distributed 
medicines to the local 

public and students of 
Chatten School.

The Commandant 
informs that similar 

camps will be conducted 
at Thangu, Bansoi and 
Chungthang in the days 
to come.

ITBP organizes health camp at Chatten
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DEUSI COMPETITION AT PHALAICHDARA JHS
G , 17 O : To mark the beginning of the auspicious festival of Diwali, or Tihar as it is also celebrated here, an inter-House Deusi 
Bhaili Competition was conducted among students of three houses of Phalaichadara Junior High School at its school premises today. 

Green House was declared winner of the competition, a press release informs.
The competition was organized with the aim to highlight the importance of the culture and tradition of Nepali community and 

encourage students to take part in traditional events of the society.

Prof Subba 
complete term 
as Sikkim 
Univ VC
G , 17 O  [PIB]: 
Vice-Chancellor of Sik-
kim University, Professor 
TB Subba, upon complet-
ing his term of ive years 
as the second Vice-Chan-
cellor of the University, 
handed over the charge 
to the senior-most Pro-
fessor of the University, 
Professor Jyoti Prakash 
Tamang, on 13 Oct.

Professor Subba will 
be joining his parent Uni-
versity, North-Eastern 
Hill University [NEHU], 
Shillong.

In his parting mes-
sage, Professor Subba 
urged the faculty mem-
bers, staff and students 
to work together for the 
progress and develop-
ment of the University.

Professor Tamang 
will be of iciating as 
Vice-Chancellor of the 
University till a regular 
Vice-Chancellor is ap-
pointed by the President 
of India as visitor of the 
University.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 17 O :

The irst and second 
year MSc Nursing 

students [Mental Health] 
and third year BSc Nurs-
ing students of Sikkim 
Manipal College of Nurs-
ing [SMCON], Tadong or-
ganized a programme on 
10 Oct to observe World 
Mental Health Day.

A press release issued 
by Sikkim Manipal Uni-
versity informs that the 
programme was based 
on the theme ‘Mental 
Health at Workplace’. 
The event featured a role 
play performed by 3rd 
year BSc Nursing stu-
dents followed by a short 
presentation by MSc 
Nursing students at the 
Male Psychiatric Ward in 
Central Referral Hospital, 
Gangtok.

The programme was 
conducted under the 
guidance of SMCON fac-
ulty members, Champa 
Sharma, Prerna Karki, 

Reema Rai and Ambika 
Chettri.

Medical Superinten-
dent-CRH, Dr Gautam 

Dey, Head of Depart-
ment-Psychiatry, Dr 

Sanjiba Dutta, and Pro-
fessor-Psychiatry, Dr IL 
Sharma, attended the 
event accompanied by 
faculty members from 
Department of Psychi-
atry, SMCON and staff 
nurses of CRH along with 
15 patients and their 
family members.

Dr Dey and Dr Dutta 
appreciated the efforts 
of the students and col-
lege for organizing such 
programme. They also 
addressed the gathering 
regarding mental health 
issues in the workplace 
and encouraged the em-
ployees to help each 
other in identifying the 
warning signs as well as 
to build strong coping 
mechanism and maintain 
good working environ-
ment in the workplace.

The patients and fam-
ily members extended 
gratitude to the students 
and the college for or-
ganizing an informative 
programme.

SMCON students observe World
Mental Health Day

Bank, Equitas Small Fi-
nance Bank, Suryoday 
Small Finance Bank, 
Ujjivan Small Finance 
Bank and Utkarsh Small 
Finance Bank are the 
other entities operat-
ing in the niche banking 
space.

A small inance bank 
primarily undertake ba-
sic banking activities of 
acceptance of deposits 
and lending to unserved 
and underserved sections 
including small business 
units, small and marginal 
farmers, micro and small 
industries and unorgan-
ised sector entities.

NE Small 
Finance 
Bank starts 
operations: 
RBI
contd from pg01

“I would like to thank 
the Indian battalion for 
their courage and pro-
fessionalism in executing 
their mandate in Jonglei,” 
said General Kamanzi.

The local government 
in Jonglei also paid trib-
ute to the Indian troops.

The Indian battalion 
had played an important 
role in keeping the com-
munity safe as well as 
encouraging local peace 
efforts, said Agot Alier, 
Jonglei Acting Governor.

They had also provid-
ed much-needed services 
to the community out-
side of their core man-
date, such as medical 
care for local residents 
and support for local 
farmers with veterinary 

treatment for their ani-
mals, he said in a media 
release issued by the UN.

The battalion has 
been intimately associ-
ated with peacekeeping 
efforts and the battal-
ion has supported the 
mandate of the United 
Nations and the overall 
peace process, said Alier.

Indian Ambassador 
to South Sudan, Sriku-
mar Menon, attended 
the medal ceremony and 
thanked the peacekeep-
ers for their commitment 
and service.

“India is committed 
to the objectives of the 
UN Charter and therefore 
is ready to support the 
United Nations’ peace-
keeping efforts globally,” 
he said.

Indian peacekeepers in 
Sudan awarded UN medal
contd from pg01

M , 17 O  [IPR]: A two-
day medical camp conducted by 
Dr Kazila Bhutia, MD (Obstetrics 
& Gynecology), from Singapore 
and Dr Parveen Kumar, FRACGP 
(Fellow of the Royal Australian 
College of General Practitioner), 
from Australia, concluded at 
Mangan District Hospital today.

Dr Bhutia, who hails from 
Assam Lingzey in East Sikkim, 
is currently working at the KK 

Women’s and Children’s Hospi-
tal in Singapore and has wide 
experience in her ield. 

She has also authored sever-
al papers which have been pub-
lished in reputed journals. Dr 
Praveen Kumar who is currently 
practising Medicine in Australia 
is from Haryana. 

During the two day medical 
camp, more than 400 patients 
received treatment. Many pa-

tients from far off villages also 
attended the camp at the hospi-
tal. The patients were given free 
medicines and consultations by 
the doctors. The event was co-
ordinated by the District Hospi-
tal, District Administration and 
Bhavishya Bharat NGO.

The District Collector 
(North), Karma R Bonpo, fe-
licitated the doctors for their 
gesture and requested them to 

continue with such camps in the 
future as well. 

He assured that all necessary 
help will be provided in case 
they wished to hold more such 
camps in the district. The visit-
ing Doctors stated that many of 
their friends would love to hold 
such medical camps and stated 
that they will coordinate to plan 
such camps in the future. 

Visiting Docs hold 2-day special
medical camp at Mangan

YOGEN THATAL
S , 17 O :

A Grand Tambola event 
is being organized 

by Sun lower Self Help 
Group of Sawney in East 
Sikkim and 20% of its 
collections will be donat-
ed to a social cause. The 
tambola event had com-
menced on 26 Sept and 
will continue throughout 
this month, it is informed.

Speaking to Summit-
Times, working pres-
ident, Sun lower SHG, 
Suren Subba, said, “We 
started Sun lower with 

the aim to engage the 
youth of a small place 
like Sawney in social 
activities. Most of them 
are educated but unem-
ployed, and in order to 
keep them away from 
antisocial activities, we 
came up with our Self 
Help Group. We will be 
donating 20% of the 
share of pro it from this 
event for a social cause, 
probably an orphanage 
or an old age home or 
to those who may be in 
need of cash for immedi-
ate medical treatment.”

Tambola for a cause
in Singtam

N  D , O  17 
(PTI): Union minister 
and Member of Parlia-
ment from Darjeeling S S 
Ahluwalia today warned 
the West Bengal govern-
ment of a severe back-
lash if the state chose to 
“physically eliminate” 
people in a bid to douse 
the ire in its hills.

Hitting out at state 
Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee, Ahluwalia said, 
“Bullets, jail, violence will 
not solve the problems in 
hills”.

The minister of state 
for drinking water and 
sanitation said he feared 
that Gorkha Janmukti 
Morcha leader Bimal Gu-
rung, who is in hiding, 
might be targeted by the 
state police.

“I fear for his life,” the 
MP said.

“The conspiracy of 
physical elimination 
will not be tolerated in a 
democratic setup,” Ahlu-
walia said, reacting to al-
leged police atrocities in 
the Darjeeling hills.

A police team con-
ducting a raid in a bid 
to capture Gurung was 
allegedly ired at by Gu-
rung’s supporters on Fri-

day. A sub-inspector was 
killed and four police-
men were injured.

Banerjee had yester-
day said, without taking 
names, that an MP was 
helping to spread vio-
lence in Darjeeling and 
its surrounding areas. 
She had said the BJP 
was allowing the hills to 
“burn for the sake of a 
seat”.

Ahluwalia accused 
the Bengal government 
of “lacking the initiative 
for conducting political 
dialogues” and said the 
problem (in the hills) 
could only be solved 
through mutual trust and 
understanding.

“In my 27 years of po-
litical life no one has ever 
raised any question on 
my conduct,” he said.

As an MP, he was duty 
bound to listen to the 
grievances of the people 
of his constituency, he 
said, adding that talking 
to the constituents was 
not a crime.

“For me, the people 
of Naxalbari or Siliguri 
are as important as the 
people of Darjeeling or 
Kurseong,” Ahluwalia 
said.

Bullets, jail will not 
solve Hill problems: 

BJP MP to Bengal
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The Next Lot Sans 
Prejudice

Can we give the young con idence
instead of paranoia

It’s festive time. A time when people are lavish with gifts, 
blessings and best wishes. In this time of giving, can we 

expect the present generation to gift the next a grooming 
sans prejudice?

Just look around, the world as we know it is turning 
into a global village and WTO is blurring international 
boundaries as far as trade is concerned, but people in gen-
eral are becoming more and more parochial. Almost every 
district wants to express itself as a State, every province 
wants to be a country and every community swears it 
has a unique identity independent of all others. While it 
would be improper to deny anyone their right to self-ex-
pression, it would be criminal to ignore the fact that self 
expression in the present-day politically charged times 
almost always comes at the cost of denying someone else 
the same right. The generation in control of things has 
abused with alacrity this fundamental right, and mind-
sets are already ixated on ideas which are prejudiced and 
even illogical. There is little that can be done on this front, 
but if we accept that things need to change and improve, 
we could try and do so with the generation still untrained 
in the biases which we have fomented. 

Much as we would want to deny it, an obvious commu-
nal divide is getting sharper by the day in Sikkim as well. 
Enter homes, and opinions which could later in lame into 
searing con lagrations, are all there. Passing comments 
which never posed serious repercussions earlier are no 
longer as innocent as they used to be in times when vi-
olent expressions were rare. We need to be more careful 
and at the cost of sounding trite - more politically correct 
in the presence of younger adults. If we are to remain free 
of the communalism which has already swept most of 
the country and is trying to ind its own interpretations 
in Sikkim, the State needs to address the issue more sci-
enti ically. The best places to start are the schools. It is 
perhaps time that classes were set aside to educate the 
younger generation on what makes their culture, their 
heritage and history inter-dependent and not hermetical-
ly independent. No attempts should be made to bring ev-
ery community under one umbrella and students should 
be allowed the chance to celebrate each community’s in-
dividuality and then learn of how each relies on the oth-
er. Once they know of other cultures and are also aware 
of their own, they will not feel threatened. The paranoia 
which in licts various communities in Sikkim is borne not 
from any obvious threat, but from their own lack of sound 
moorings in their culture and history. Half-baked notions 
of identity are the most susceptible to exploitation and 
they are being exploited at present. There is no need to 
keep the future generation in the dark about differences 
which exist between different communities here. Perhaps, 
if they are well informed about the points of attrition, they 
will also be able to work out the solutions that have failed 
others so far. They might even discard the whole concept 
of notional contradictions.

Can we equip the next generation well enough to do 
that?

BONU RAI

The combined effects of the rise of social-me-
dia platforms and an accelerating move to An-

droids and iOS has undoubtedly undermined many 
of the business models that support quality news. 
Third party platforms such as Facebook have be-
come destinations for people looking for news with 
distributed video also playing an important role.

A Digital News Report, based on survey research 
conducted in 26 countries, reveals that half [51%] of 
all online users across the 26 countries say they use 
social media as a source of news each week. Around 
one in ten [12%] now say this is their main source. 
The report shows the increasingly in luential role 
played by Facebook in the distribution of online 
news with 44% using the network to ind, read, 
watch, share, or comment on the news each week.

Interestingly, India is the second largest base 
with over 125 million users for Facebook with 
many digital organizations using the platform to 
emphasize on the importance of social media in 
storytelling and engaging their audiences.

With that said, can social media be really consid-
ered a boon to the way we see the world today? Is it 
okay to not acknowledge some very real and serious 
challenges that its rise has created? Well, this is not 
a write-up about the ill-effects of social media. This 
is a rant on how some digital news portals through 
social media narrow the news agenda and, ultimate-
ly, jeopardize journalism as we know it.

Yes, these online news portals deliver instant 
reports but how often are they veri ied? When 
you are exposed to a daily dose of hoaxes, rumors, 
conspiracy theories and misleading news mixed 
in with information from traditional sources, the 
truth can be very hard to discern, especially in a 
State like ours.

Why are all these questions on reliability be-
ing raised today? Well, let’s look at the recent case 
of Yangang Primary Health Centre wherein a vid-
eo showing a man named KL Timsina writing an 
apology letter to the Medical Of icer In-charge of 
the PHC and being made to hold his ears went viral 
on Facebook. The video immediately led to a lot of 
public outrage against the Medical Of icer.

The video was shared stating that it was sent by 
concerned citizens of Yangang because they felt that 
it was their social responsibility. They even quoted 
the request that said, “A child was brought in hospi-
tal in serious condition at yangyang phc.. there was 
no doctor out there.. the father of that child search 
for the doctor.. n came to know that she is in meet-
ing.. so he decided to go and meet her.... being a doc-
tor she scold that poor father... N she asked the writ-
ten apology..... Being a doctor she should give irst 
preference to patient.....not to meeting The way she 
behave was totally commendable... Its my Request 
to VOS to make this video viral... n let she learn the 
lesson..n she should b suspended...”

People on Facebook instantly started comment-

ing on the same while hitting the angry dislike but-
ton and cursing the doctor for disgracing humanity.

What is clear here is the factually incorrect, 
one-sided and half-baked story presented to the 
readers. The online news portal which operates 
this Facebook page has a wide reach in the state 
making it that much more imperative for it to dis-
seminate information judiciously. Journalism eth-
ics have gone for a toss across the board in recent 
times so that isn’t really something one can hope 
for but some form of sensible reporting is neces-
sary, to say the least.

So, let’s hear the other side of the story.
On 07 Oct, the Medical Of icer of Yangang PHC 

was conducting a training for health workers and 
ASHAs of Yangang Block on Scrub typhus and Den-
gue which are life threatening issues currently prev-
alent in Sikkim. This was on the directions of higher 
health authorities. While this training was under-
way, a resident of Yangang, KL Timsina, barged into 
the hall and started hurling abuses at the MO for 
not attending to a 16-year-old patient, the video of 
which, unfortunately, was not caught on camera.

After Mr Timsina left the PHC in a disrupted en-
vironment, an enquiry was made by the MO where-
in she found that the patient he had created a fuss 
over had already been admitted and was undergo-
ing treatment at Yangang PHC for sore throat and fe-
ver. Further query revealed that Mr Timsina had not 
been given any authority by the patient’s parents to 
speak on their behalf and was not a relative either.

The MO along with witnesses including train-
ees and staff immediately lodged an FIR at Yangang 
Outpost against Mr Timsina for intimidating and 
demeaning a female government servant who had 
been responsibly providing service.

According to sources, after an FIR was lodged, 
the Police went to arrest Mr Timsina to which he 
sought for the case to be withdrawn as he would 
personally present an apology to the MO. What 
followed is evident from the video that most have 
already watched over and over again. 

Further, in a letter written to the DC South by 
the MO, she mentioned that the patient’s mother, in 
front of many people, had stated that she had not 
given any direction to Mr Timsina to take such ac-
tion and demanded to be kept away from the whole 
incident. The MO also informed that the patient 
was physically it and was discharged the next day 
and is attending classes in her school.

Another report from the same news portal sur-
faced on Facebook again on Friday stating that Mr 
Timsina has been admitted at Manipal CRH due to 
a heart attack caused by the stress from the humil-
iation he and his family have faced. 

The Head of Department of Cardiology of CRH 
who attended to Mr Timsina when he was brought 
to CRH said that his heart condition, from ECG to 
Blood test, was completely normal and he is it to 
return home. This fact has however not been re-

ported to this day. 
Mr Timsina was discharged from the Emergen-

cy Ward of CRH on 13 Oct and has been kept under 
Police custody at Rabong PS booked under section 
186/509/353 IPC. He made bail on 17 October.

Following his arrest, the news portal published 
a post on FB stating that due to fear of the Doctors’ 
Association of Sikkim going on a strike, Mr Timsina 
surrendered himself to the Police. While most of 
the doctors deny any talk of a strike, the public had 
already gone on a rampage posting statements like 
“doctors strike gayo vani hami pani strike jaanchau!”

This piece of information about doctors going on 
a strike was not veri ied and yet was disseminated 
to the people and played out to expected reactions.

The MO, in her letter to the DC, has requested 
for strict action to be taken against him and the 
online news media that published unveri ied and 
one-sided information. She further stated that the 
irresponsible reporting has damaged the reputa-
tion of Yangang PHC and the district administration 
and for tarnishing the reputation of a young doctor.

An enquiry committee was set up by the Health 
Department to look into the case which has alleged 
that Mr Timsina was found to be a habitual nui-
sance creator.

As things stand, the only sides putting out infor-
mation related to the incident are party to it as well 
so cannot be seen as having no bias. Those unrelat-
ed to the incident meanwhile are responding to the 
issue based on selectively placed information, and 
that is not healthy either. Now, even national media 
is sharing the video. 

What could have developed as an important 
discussion on systemic problems of privilege, en-
titlement and stereotypes, ended up playing out as 
a character assassination drive targeting two in-
dividuals with every explanation and justi ication 
painting the other side as the villain of the piece 
driving people to take sides instead of irst secur-
ing the complete picture.

All of this is a reminder that in the digital age, 
we need more fact-checking and more time to con-
sider the impact of half-truths and sensationalism. 
At times of crisis, people need access to reliable and 
trustworthy information but when the media is in 
a rush to be the irst to break news, truth and accu-
racy is sacri iced. Corrections after public opinion 
has already been formed by the irst wave of in-
complete information remain ineffectual because 
by then emotions have already reached fever pitch.

The media crisis is re lected not just in how the 
big stories are covered, but in the numerous false-
hoods and errors that creep into journalism at all 
levels and across all platforms. The open informa-
tion society is for many a brilliant, shining beacon of 
democracy, but it will not deliver freedom or protect 
people’s rights unless it establishes benchmarks for 
reliability and truth-telling through a revival of jour-
nalism based upon ethics and humanity.

When news is instant, not
all facts get recorded

MARTIN HENDRY
theconversation.com

Rumours have been swirling for weeks 
that scientists have detected gravita-

tional waves – tiny ripples in space and 
time – from a source other than colliding 
black holes. Now we can inally con irm 
that we’ve observed such waves produced 
by the violent collision of two massive, 
ultra-dense stars more than 100m light 
years from the Earth.

The discovery was made on August 17 
by the global network of advanced gravita-
tional-wave interferometers – comprising 
the twin LIGO detectors in the US and their 
European cousin, Virgo, in Italy. It is huge-
ly important, not least because it helps 
solve some big mysteries in astrophysics 
– including the cause of bright lashes of 
light known as “gamma ray bursts” and 
perhaps even the origins of heavy ele-
ments such as gold.

As a member of the LIGO scienti ic 
collaboration, I was immediately in 
raptures as soon as I saw the initial data. 
And the period that followed was de initely 
the most intense and sleep deprived, but 
also incredibly exciting, two months of my 
career.

The announcement comes just weeks 
after three scientists were awarded the No-
bel Prize in Physics for their foundational 
work leading to the discovery of gravita-
tional waves, irst announced in February 
2016. Since then, detecting gravitational 
waves from colliding black holes has start-
ed to feel like familiar territory – with four 
further such events detected. But as far as 
we know, colliding black holes offer purely 
a window on the dark side of the universe. 
We haven’t been able to register light from 
these events with any other instruments.

But GW170817 – the catchy title for 
the event of August 17 — changes all that. 
That’s because the source of the waves 
this time was two “neutron stars” – in-
credibly dense stellar remnants the size 
of a city, each weighing more than the sun. 
These stars whizzed around each other 
at a sizeable fraction of the speed of light 
before merging in a cataclysmic collision 
that we’ve now seen shake the very fabric 
of space and time.

MYSTERIES SOLVED
The cosmic concerto was just beginning, 
however. Astronomers have long suspect-
ed that the merger of two neutron stars 

could be the overture to a short gamma 
ray burst – an intense lash of gamma-ray 
light that releases more energy in a frac-
tion of a second than the sun will pump 
out in ten billion years. For several de-
cades we have observed these gamma ray 
bursts, but without knowing for sure what 
causes them.

However, just 1.7 seconds after the 
gravitational waves from GW170817 ar-
rived at the Earth, NASA’s Fermi satellite 
observed a short burst of gamma rays in 
the same general region of the sky. LIGO 
and Virgo had found the smoking gun, and 
the link between neutron star collisions 
and short gamma ray bursts was inally 

and clearly established.
The combination of gravitation-

al-wave and gamma-ray observations 
allowed the position of the cosmic ex-
plosion to be pinpointed to less than 30 
square degrees on the sky – or about 
100 times the size of the full moon. This, 
in turn, allowed a whole barrage of as-
tronomical telescopes sensitive to light 
across the entire electromagnetic spec-
trum to search this small patch of sky for 
the aftermath of the explosion. And sure 
enough this was found – in an unfashion-
able backwater towards the edge of a fair-
ly unassuming galaxy called NGC4993, in 
the constellation of Hydra.

Over the next few days and weeks as-
tronomers watched agog as the embers 
from the explosion glowed brightly and 
faded, beautifully matching the pattern 
expected for a so-called “kilonova”. This 
is produced when material rich in sub-
atomic particles known as neutrons from 
the initial merger is ejected at great speed 
by the gamma ray burst. This ploughs into 
the surrounding region of space, trigger-
ing the production of heavy radioactive 
elements.

These unstable elements typically split 
up (decay) to a stable state by emitting ra-
diation. This is what causes the glow of the 
kilonova, which we have now con irmed 
by mapping it out in exquisite detail. Our 
observations also strongly support the 
theory that the stable end-products of 
these chains of reactions include copious 
amounts of precious metals like gold and 
platinum. While we’ve suspected neutron 
stars to be key to producing these ele-
ments in space, that hypothesis now looks 
a whole lot more convincing. Indeed, the 
kilonova that formed from the embers of 

GW170817 could have produced as much 
gold as the entire mass of the Earth – that 
is 1,000 trillion tonnes.

By observing a kilonova “up close and 
personal” for the very irst time, and see-
ing how well it its into the unfolding as-
tronomical storyboard that began with the 
neutron star merger, astronomers have 
taken a huge leap forward in our under-
standing of these violent cosmic events.

The idea that we are all made of 
stardust is increasingly appreciated in 
popular culture – in everything from 
documentaries to song lyrics. But the 
mind-blowing concept that the gold in 
our wedding rings and Rolex watches 
is made of neutron stardust is about to 
catch on. Perhaps even more exciting, 
however, is the enormous potential now 
unlocked by this radical, new approach to 
studying the cosmos.

By working together collaboratively 
– using instruments that operate not just 
across the entire spectrum of light but are 
sensitive to gravitational waves and even 
neutrinos too – astronomers are poised to 
fully open a completely new “multi-mes-
senger” window on the universe, with 
many further discoveries to be made and 
cosmic mysteries to be solved. For exam-
ple, we have already used our observa-
tions to make the irst ever joint measure-
ment of the expansion rate of the universe, 
using both gravitational waves and light. 
Our paper will appear in Nature on Octo-
ber 16.

More results will also surely follow 
soon. The exciting new era of multi-mes-
senger astronomy just started with a bang.

[the writer is Professor of Grav-
itational Astrophysics and Cos-
mology, University of Glasgow]

How we discovered gravitational waves from ‘neutron
stars’ – and why it’s such a huge deal

Artist’s illustration of two merging neutron stars.
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G , O  17 (AFP): Some 
582,000 Rohingya refugees have 
led their homes in Myanmar and 

arrived in Bangladesh since late 
August, the United Nations said to-
day, warning that thousands more 
were stranded at the border.

The UN said 582,000 members 
of the Rohingya community had 
crossed into Bangladesh since Au-
gust 25, marking a jump of 45,000 
from the 537,000 igure given at 
the weekend.

Marixie Mercado, a 
spokeswoman for the UN 
children’s agency, told reporters 
in Geneva though that the hike 
was not likely due to a sudden 
influx, but rather to improved 
access to some areas where 
many refugees had previously 
gone uncounted.

The Rohingya are leeing vio-

lence in Myanmar’s Rakhine state, 
where the UN has accused troops 
of waging an ethnic cleansing cam-
paign against them.

The numbers have soared since 
August 25, when militant attacks 
on Myanmar’s security forces in 
Rakhine sparked a major military 
backlash.

UN refugee agency (UNHCR) 
spokesman Andrej Mahecic ex-
pressed deep concern over the 
“condition of thousands of new 
arrivals who are stranded near the 
Bangladesh-Myanmar border.”

“Since Sunday night, an esti-
mated 10,000-15,000 Rohingya 
refugees have entered Bangladesh 
through the Anjuman Para border 
crossing point in Ukhia district in 
the country’s south-east,” he told 
reporters.

He said many of them had cho-

sen to remain in their homes in 
Myanmar’s northern Rakhine state 
despite repeated threats to leave 
or be killed.

“They inally led when their 
villages were set on ire,” he said.

He said UNHCR staff had spo-
ken with people who described 
walking for around a week to reach 
the Bangladesh border.

Most are still squatting in pad-
dy ields in Bangladesh, and were 
waiting for permission to move 
away from the border, he said.

“UNHCR is advocating with the 
Bangladesh authorities to urgent-
ly admit these refugees leeing vi-
olence and increasingly-dif icult 
conditions back home,” Mahecic 
said.

“Every minute counts, given 
the fragile conditions they’re ar-
riving in,” he stressed.

582,000 Rohingya to Bangladesh from Myanmar since August 25: UN

Cherry 
Blossom 
Festival
in Shillong in 
November
N  D , O  16 
(PTI): Cherry blossom 
admirers have a reason 
to cheer as a festival is 
lined up next month in 
Shillong, the organisers 
said here today.

At a press conference 
held here, Meghalaya 
Chief Minister Mukul M 
Sangma and the Direc-
tor of Institute of Biore-
sources and Sustainable 
Development (IBSD), 
Dinabandhu Sahoo, in-
vited the people of India 
and the international 
community to visit the 
north-eastern city during 
the festival.

The India Interna-
tional Cherry Blossom 
Festival, the “world’s 
only autumn cherry blos-
som festival” is slated to 
be held during Novem-
ber 8-11, Sangma told 
reporters.

They said that if In-
dians ever wanted to see 
the Cherry Blossom Fes-
tival, they don’t have to 
ly to Japan or the US any-

more as in Meghalaya’s 
capital, cherry blossoms 
are in full bloom every 
November with pink and 
white foliage all along the 
roadside and the famous 
Ward’s Lake.

K , O  17 (PTI): Former 
prime minster Prachanda- led CPN 
(Maoist Centre) today decided to 
quit the Deuba government in Nepal, 
days after it joined a Leftist alliance 
of main opposition CPN-UML to ight 
the next general elections, according 
to a media report.

Prachanda’s Maoist Centre was 
key coalition partner of the Deuba 
government and it had been facing 
criticism for staying in the govern-
ment despite forging an alliance 
with the main opposition.

CPN (Maoist Centre) on Octo-
ber 3 announced an alliance with 
the country’s largest communist 
bloc CPN-UML, ahead of the gen-
eral and provincial elections next 
month. The elections are seen as 
the final step in the Himalayan na-
tion’s post-war transition to a fed-
eral democracy.

Home Minister Janardan Sharma 
is scheduled to address a press meet 
later today to announce the party 
s decision, the Kathmandu Post 
reported.

Prime Minister Sher Bahadur 
Deuba during the inal parliament 
meet on October 14 had hinted to-
wards removal of CPN (MC) minis-
ters from the government.

Earlier, Prachanda had said that 
despite being a part of the Leftist al-
liance, his party would continue its 
support to the government.

He said that his party does not 
intend to topple the Deuba govern-
ment, but would quit the govern-
ment if Prime Minister Sher Bahadur 
Deuba wants so.

“We are not for affecting the polls 
by toppling the government. How-
ever, if the prime minister and his 
party, the Nepali Congress, ask us to 
leave, we won t continue in the gov-
ernment, he had said.

Prachanda had said that the de-
cision to forge an alliance with the 
UML was a result of “extreme pres-
sure and compulsion”.

The Maoists have dominated 
Nepal’s politics for more than 20 
years after waging a decade-long in-
surgency against government forc-

es that claimed more than 16,000 
lives.

The civil war ended in Nepal in 
2006 and Maoist leader Prachanda 
became the country’s irst post-war 
prime minister.

The 240-year-old Hindu monar-
chy was abolished two years later. 
General elections next month is be-
ing seen as the inal step in the coun-
try’s post-war transition to a federal 
democracy.

The country recently concluded 
local-level elections in two decades.

Nepal has been witnessing politi-
cal instability for a long time.

Madhesis, mostly of Indian-
origin, launched a prolonged 
agitation between September 
2015 and February last year 
against the implementation of the 
new Constitution which they felt 
marginalised the Terai community.

Prachanda’s Maoist party to quit Deuba govt: Report

M , 17 O  [IPR]: An 
interactive session of the con-
testing candidates was held 
with the Returning Of icer, 
North, Sector Magistrates and 
Sector Police Of icers at Zilla 
Bhavan, Mangan, here today.  

The Assistant Returning 
Of icer, Tenzing Kaleon, wel-
comed the contesting can-
didates and introduced the 
Sector Magistrates and Sector 
Police Of icers. He shared the 
mobile numbers of all the im-
portant of icials and also that 
of the Election Observer with 
the candidates.

The Returning Of icer, DC-
North Karma R Bonpo, briefed 
the candidates about provi-
sions of the Model Code of Con-
duct and appealed to the candi-
dates to maintain an environ-
ment of peace in the District. 

He stated that public places 
for conducting meetings and 
placing of banners and post-
ers have been identi ied by the 
Sector Magistrates. The can-
didates need to make an ap-
plication at least 48 hrs prior 
and for public address system 
permission the application has 
to be made to the Superinten-

dent of Police North. 
He also asked the candi-

dates to appoint Election and 
Polling Agents to oversee the 
election process. 

The commissioning of 
EVMs in the District is sched-
uled for 26 October and the 
candidates could send their 
agents to oversee the process. 
The EVMs will be stored in 
the strong room at Zilla Bha-
van and placed under 24hrs 
CCTV surveillance and armed 
protection. 

The polling parties will 
be dispatched from Zilla Bha-

van on 02 November and the 
EVMs brought back after the 
polls on 03 November to the 
same venue. 

On the day of polls, mock 
polls will be conducted at 
7.30 a.m. in front of the poll-
ing agents of the contesting 
candidates to verify the EVMs. 
After the closure of polls at 
4.pm, the EVMs will be sealed 
in front of the polling agents 
and the agents could also sign 
on the sealing strips. 

The counting process will 
commence at 8 AM from Zilla 
Bhavan. He assured that the 

polls will be free and trans-
parent and all necessary steps 
are being taken to conduct the 
polls in a peaceful environ-
ment.

The Additional SP, North 
detailed about the require-
ments to take necessary per-
mission before public meet-
ings and rallies in the district 
and said that adequate police 
personnel will be deployed 
for free and fair elections. 

The Sector Police Of icer 
will be on vigil in their respec-
tive areas and complaints can 
be lodged with them. SDM 

Kabi briefed that the postal 
ballots will be issued to all the 
voters on election duty and 
the same would be required 
to be deposited with the Re-
turning Of icer before the 
start of the counting process. 

The SHO Mangan while 
brie ing the gathering ap-
pealed not to distribute alco-
hol to the voters and maintain 
harmony in the village. 

 It was informed that Dis-
trict Administration will be 
using SMS and other electron-
ic mediums to communicate 
with the candidates.

North administration meets candidates

SUMMIT REPORT
K , 17 O :

The West Bengal DGP, 
Surajit Kaur Pur-

kayastha, today arrived 
in Kalimpong to take 
stock of the situation in 
the hills. 

The DGP went to 
Kalimpong Police Sta-
tion on arrival and was 
received by a Guard of 
Honour presented by Ka-
limpong District Police. 
He also met senior police 
of icials at the police sta-
tion and visited Damber 
Chowk area which was 
the epicentre of agitation 
during the recent strike.

Speaking to reporters 
later, the Bengal DGP said, 
“I wanted to take stock of 
the situation here and felt 
good that everything is 
normal with people out 
in the streets and tour-

ists also there. Those giv-
ing hindrance have been 
identi ied and some have 
been arrested. The police 
team here has done good 
work here.” 

In the event that the 

Ministry of Home Affairs 
withdraws paramilitary 
personnel from the Hills, 
the number of state forc-
es will be increased in 
Hills to ensure peace, he 
said.

Bengal DGP arrives in Kpg, takes stock
K , O  17 (PTI): 
The price of onions has 
doubled in the city’s re-
tail markets within a 
fortnight due to supply 
constraints.

The bulb, which is 
mostly sourced from 
Andhra Pradesh and Kar-
nataka and Nasik in Ma-
harastra, is selling for Rs 
50 a kg in the city.

“Due to incessant rain 
the onion crops at Nasik 
and in South India have 
been damaged. This has led 
to sharp spike in the prices 
of both varieties since early 
October,” agri commodity 
analyst Sibu Malakar told 
PTI over phone.

He said onion prices 
may rise further but will 
stay restricted unless 
there are more damages 
by rain to onion crops in 
Maharastra and South In-
dian onions.

The price will tend 
to ease from November 
15 onwards as the new 
onion crop from Nasik 
will begin arriving in the 
city’s wholesale markets.

Currently, Nasik (old 
crop) onion in wholesale 
market is Rs 1200 per 40 
kg bag and the price of 
new onions from South 
India is hovering at Rs 
1500 for the same quan-
tity, he said.

The supply has 
shrunk to 18-20 trucks 
a day in city’s wholesale 
markets, down from 28-
32 trucks in normal cir-
cumstances, he added.

Market sources said 
despite rise in price of on-
ion there had been no re-
duction in export quantity.

“Now, onions are 
being exported to Ban-
gladesh only from Gho-
sadanga checkpost in 
North 24 Parganas dis-
trict with restriction of 
75 trucks and There has 
been no recent curtail-
ment in exports by the 
government,” an export-
er said.

Onion price doubles in Kolkata in a fortnight

Some parties 
may whip up 
anti-India 
sentiment 
during polls: 
Nepalese envoy
New Delhi, Oct 17 
(PTI): Nepal’s ties with 
India are very unique but 
some parties may whip 
up anti-India sentiment 
for political gains in the 
upcoming elections, Nep-
alese Ambassador Deep 
Kumar Upadhyay sug-
gested today.

Upadhyay, who had 
recently resigned to re-
join politics, also said 
that Nepal would like 
to have transport links 
through China and utilise 
Chinese funds for devel-
opment projects.

However, he said In-
dia’s role remains crucial 
since the two countries 
were bound by geogra-
phy and history.

Upadhyay resigned 
earlier this month but 
his resignation will come 
into effect only when it 
is accepted by Nepal’s 
Council of Ministers.

Nepal’s Election Com-
mission is preparing to 
hold provincial election on 
November 26 and federal 
election on December 5.
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K , O  17 (PTI): 
Having won all their 
three group matches 
with ease, South Amer-
ican giants Brazil will 
start clear favourites 
when they take on the 
unfancied Honduras in a 
pre-quarter inal match 
of the FIFA U-17 World 
Cup, here tomorrow.

Seeking their fourth 
title, Brazil won all their 
matches to top Group D. 
They began with a dom-
inating 2-1 win over 
title-contenders Spain 
and then outplayed both 
North Korea and Niger 
with identical 2-0 mar-
gins to set up a round 
of 16 clash with Group 
E’s third-place inishers 
Honduras.

But they are not ex-
pected to have it this easy 
against the South Ameri-
can giants, who have 
been in excellent form 
so far. Besides winning 
all three of their group 
matches, they have con-
ceded just one goal while 
scoring six.

Their strike duo of 
Lincoln and Paulinho 
have been deadly up 
front, ensuring that Bra-
zil did not feel the ab-
sence of a certain Vini-
cius Junior.

The duo have shared 
ive goals between them 

of the total six scored 
in the group stage -- the 
other goal coming from 

Brenner -- and their on-
ield understanding has 

been excellent.
With the football-mad 

Kochi crowd at the Jawa-
harlal Nehru Internation-
al Stadium set to support 
Brazil overwhelmingly, it 
is going to be a tough job 
for Honduras to keep the 
Brazillian attackers at bay.

This will be the last 
time the Kochi crowd 
will see the Brazillians in 
this FIFA U-17 World Cup 
and the South American 
champions will be up 
against a con ident Ger-
many in the quarter inals 
in Kolkata on October 22 
if they beat Honduras to-
morrow.

Germany yesterday 

thrashed Colombia 4-0 in 
the pre- quarter inals in 
New Delhi.

In their inal group 
game in Margao, Brazil 
took the lead in just four 
minutes through Lincoln 
off an assist from Paulinho.

The second goal came 
10 minutes before the 
break through a Bren-
ner free-kick. Brazil low-
ered the intensity in the 
second half and did not 
score any goals.

Against North Korea, 
the Brazillian forwards 
were a bit wayward and 
despite having several 
shots at the opposition 
goal, they could score 
just two.

With the quarter i-

nals against Germany 
looming if they win to-
morrow, Brazillian for-
wards can make amends 
in that aspect of the 
game and look to score 
as many goals as possible 
against Honduras.

Brazil and Honduras 
have earlier faced each 
other once at the U-17 
world inals. The current 
Honduras coach Jose Val-
ladares was on duty at 
the irst meeting, at UAE 
2013, when the Brazil-
ians won 3-0.

If Honduras can hope 
to counter the Brazilian 
threat, they need to take 
the chances which come 
their way and cut out 
the defensive errors that 

cost them against Japan 
and France in the group 
phase.

The Central Ameri-
cans lost to Japan 1-6 and 
1-5 to France but beat 
tournament debutants 
New Caledonia 5-0 to col-
lect three points in Group 
E and qualify as one of 
the four best third place 
teams. They scored seven 
goals but conceded 11.

The Los Catrachos 
have done better than 
their group stage elimi-
nation at the last edition 
in Chile but it will be a 
miracle if they get past a 
formidable Brazil tomor-
row and make it to the 
quarter inals as they did 
in UAE 2013.

Brazil start overwhelming favourites against Honduras

N  D , O  17 (PTI): Gold 
and jewellery sales may remain 
lat this Dhanteras amid sluggish 

demand from consumers despite 
relaxation in KYC norms for pur-
chase, even as people fancied au-
tomobiles and electronic items, 
according to industry players.

However, organised players 
like P C Jewellers, Kalyan, Talwar 
Sons and Jewellers are expect-
ing 10-35 per cent jump in sales, 
thanks to the growing trust in 
quality and designs of products 
and competitive prices.

In India, unorganised players 
make up for roughly 70 per cent of 
the country’s gold sales.

Dhanteras is considered to be 
an auspicious day for buying gold, 
silver and other valuables and is 
largely celebrated in northern and 
western parts of India.

“Total sales will be same at last 
year’s level. Gold demand has been 
dented because of various rea-
sons,” All India Gems and Jewellery 
Trade Federation (GJF) Chairman 
Nitin Khandelwal told PTI.

Disposable income has not 
picked up and most buyers are 
restricting their purchase to to-
kens even as gold rates are ruling 
at comfortable level, he said, add-

ing that exact sale igures will be 
known midnight.

Even though there is a positive 
buying sentiment after withdraw-
al of KYC (know your customer) 
requirement for purchase of over 
Rs 50,000, but most customers are 

preferring to buy automobiles and 
electronic items on EMIs.

“In jewellery industry, the EMI 
facility is allowed for selling 18 
carat gold, platinum and diamond 
jewellery and not 22 and 24 carat 
gold jewellery,” Khandelwal said.

Gold prices are ruling at Rs 
30,710 per 10 gram today in the 
national capital as against Rs 
30,590 per 10 grams on Dhanteras 
in 2016.

World Gold Council India Man-
aging Director Somasundaram PR 

said: “It appears that demand for 
gold jewellery and branded coins 
seems to be better than the past 
quarter particularly in relation to 
organised players.

“A good monsoon and stable 
gold prices are de initely encour-
aging consumers to make token 
purchases for the auspicious fes-
tival. The ensuing wedding sea-
son however, holds the key for the 
quarterly demand performance,” 
he said in a statement.

This year digital channels have 
also increased consumer choices 
and created a more conducive en-
vironment where one can save and 
hold vaulted gold, he added.

MMTC-PAMP India President 
(Marketing) Vipin Raina said: 
“Sales have improved a lot after re-
laxed KYC norms. We are expecting 
50 per cent jump in gold coin.” 

In case of bullion, sales may 
drop 90 per cent this Dhanteras 
due to poor demand, he added.

Among organised players, 
PC Jewellers Managing Director 
Balram Garg said the company 
hopes to clock about 30-35 per 
cent growth in sales, thanks to the 
growing interest in designs and 
trust in quality of products, com-
petitive prices and aggressive mar-

keting.
Echoing his point, Kalyan Jew-

ellers Executive Director Ramesh 
Kalyanaraman said: “Response is 
very good. It is too early to give 
inal sale igures but we are con-
ident of achieving 10-12 per cent 

growth.” 
Malabar Gold and Diamonds 

Chairman Ahammed MP said, “We 
expect good sales in this Diwali 
season. We expect more than 15 
to 20 percentage points growth in 
sales compared to last year.” 

Chandigarh-based Talwar Sons 
and Jewellers said there has been 
good footfalls so far and it expects 
sales to be much better than last 
year.

Confederation of All India 
Traders President B C Bhartia said 
that even Dhanteras has failed to 
bring festive spirit in markets and 
low turnout of customers indicates 
economic slowdown continues.

“Market observers say that 
perhaps it is most disappointed 
Dhanteras for the traders in past 
more than 10 years. It is feared 
that if situation goes like this in 
remaining two days of Diwali, this 
slowdown may reach to 50 per 
cent in comparison to last year,” 
he said.

Jewellers see no sparkle in sales this Dhanteras

N  M , O  17 
(PTI): Two-time cham-
pions Ghana will start as 
favourites against a gutsy 
continental neighbours 
Niger in what promises 
to be an exciting round 
of 16 clash in the FIFA 
U-17 World Cup, here on 
Wednesday.

Ghana have a pedigree 
in the age-group competi-
tion having won it in 1991 
and 1995 and having 
reached four out of ive i-
nals in the 1990s in which 
they dominated the age 
group competition.

However, since then 
they have not stamped 
their authority as they 
would have wanted in 
the event and would be 
aware of their African 
opponents’ ability to cre-
ate surprises.

In fact, it was Niger 
that had stopped ive-
time champions and geo-
graphical neighbours Ni-
geria from entering the 
competition held in India 
for the irst time in the 
zonal stage in their home 
continent.

Niger had pumped in 
a last-gasp goal against 
their more fancied and 
stronger rivals in the re-
turn leg after having lost 
the irst leg 0-1 to Nige-
ria. They won on aggre-
gate and made it to the 
CAF Africa U17 Cup of 
Nations competition, the 
last qualifying stage to 
book their berth to India.

There too Niger ex-
ceeded expectations 
by earning a 2-2 draw 
against Angola, losing to 
another top team Mali 
0-1 and beating Tanzania 
1-0 to reach the semi- i-
nal, where they were 
beaten on penalties by 
Ghana, their rivals to-
morrow, before losing 
1-3 to Guinea in the third 
place match.

Niger, known as Ju-
nior Menas, can certain-
ly upset the apple cart 
of “Black Starlets”, if the 

latter take them lightly 
which they will certainly 
not do.

Niger have not really 
impressed in their brief 
stay at Kochi and Goa.

In Group D they have 
been outclassed by Eu-
ropean champions Spain 
(4-0) and South Ameri-
can champions Brazil (2- 
0) and have made it to 
the round of sixteen only 
by beating North Korea 
1-0 and inishing third 
in the group with three 
points.

Niger should thank 
Salim Abdourahmane 
for pumping in their 
match-winner in the 
second half against the 
North Koreans which 
earned them a last 16 
berth by virtue of being 
one of the four best third 
place inishers in the pre-
liminary group stage of 
the competition.

On the other hand 
Ghana, known for their 
pace and ball skills, had 
quali ied for the tourna-
ment in this country with 
a start-stop campaign 
with a 4-0 victory over 
Cameroon and 5-0 ver-
dict over Gabon as their 
most impressive runs.

But they can frustrate 
their fans as shown in 
0-0 drawn games against 
Guinea and win on pen-
alties over Niger to enter 
the inal before losing 
0-1 to Mali in the inal of 
the continental champi-
onships.

In their Group A 
clashes, Ghana hit their 
straps by topping it with 
1-0 and 4-0 victories 
over Colombia and hosts 
India interspersed with a 
0-1 loss to USA.

All their goals have 
been scored by different 
players so far. Ghana cer-
tainly have the wherewith-
al to down their fellow-Af-
rican opponents and earn 
a berth in the quarters 
against Mali or Iraq, if they 
play to potential.

Ghana to clash with Niger in
battle of African teams

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 17 O :

The 2nd State Men and 
Women’s Weight-

lifting Championship 
was held on 15 October 
2017 at White Hall Com-
plex here by the Sikkim 
Weightlifting Association 
which is af iliated to Sik-
kim Olympic Association.

Around 40 men and 
women participated in 
the tournament and the 
Champion of the Tourna-
ment crown went to Ram 
D. Rai of Eagle Iron Pump 
Gym, Pangthang.

Lalit Rai from Hard-
core Gym won Gold with 
record lift of 115 kg in the 
90 kg category followed 
by Chewang Rinzing 
Bhutia of White Hall Gym 
who won Silver and Pal-
jor Namgyal Bhutia who 
bagged the Bronze.

Similarly, in the junior 
category, Kalzang Sangay 
Bhutia of Pema’s Gym 

won the Gold, Ienowa 
Subba of Synergy Gym 
won Silver and Ishan Gu-

rung won the Bronze.
In the 65 kg category, 

Ashok Rai won the Gold 

and Thinley Heger Bhut-
ia won Silver.

In the Master’s cat-
egory RD. Rai won the 
Gold in 45 kg category, 
Kheney Mukhia won the 
Silver and CK Chettri 
won the Bronze medal.

Karishma Subba won 
the Gold in the women’s 
60 kg category and Zy-
mang Palmu Bhutia won 
Silver.

In the 54 kg category, 
Srijana Subba won Gold, 
Manisha Tiwari Silver and 
Sanjana Tamang Bronze.

Ashish Rai, Chairper-
son, Gangtok Municipal 
Corporation, graced the 
occasion as chief guest 
accompanied by Secre-
tary, Sports and Youth Af-
fairs Department, and BK 
Roka, President Sikkim 
Olympic Association as 
guests of honour.

2nd Weightlifting Championship concludesHC restores 
life ban 
imposed on 
Sreesanth 
by BCCI
K , O  17 (PTI): 
A division bench of the 
Kerala High Court to-
day restored the life ban 
imposed on cricketer S 
Sreesanth by the Board 
of Control for Cricket in 
India (BCCI) in the wake 
of the 2013 IPL spot- ix-
ing scandal.

The bench, compris-
ing Chief Justice Navaniti 
Prasad Singh and Justice 
Raja Vijayaraghavan, 
gave the verdict on a pe-
tition iled by the BCCI 
against a single-judge 
bench’s order, lifting the 
life ban imposed on the 
34-year-old pacer.

The division bench 
said there was no violation 
of natural justice against 
the cricketer and quashed 
the single bench order in 
Sreesanth’s favour.

In its appeal, the BCCI 
had said the decision to 
ban the cricketer was 
taken based on the evi-
dence against him.

The single-judge bench 
had on August 7 lifted the 
life ban imposed on him 
by the BCCI. Justice A Mu-
hamed Mustaque had also 
set aside all proceedings 
against Sreesanth initiat-
ed by the board. The court 
had earlier sought the BC-
CI’s stand on the plea by 
the cricketer, challenging 
the ban following the 2013 
Indian Premier League-6 
spot- ixing scandal.

The BCCI had iled 
a counter-af idavit on 
the issue in the court in 
response to the plea by 
Sreesanth, who had chal-
lenged the life ban de-
spite a court dropping all 
charges against him.

The cricket board had 
said, “The decision of the 
sessions court to acquit 
the petitioner from the 
criminal charges has no 
impact whatsoever on 
the decision of the inter-
nal disciplinary commit-
tee of the BCCI to ban the 
petitioner from playing 
cricket tournaments or-
ganised by the BCCI and/
or its af iliates.” All the 36 
accused in the spot- ix-
ing case, including Sree-
santh, Ankeet Chavan 
and Ajit Chandila, were 
let off by a Patiala House 
court in July, 2015.
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FLAT AVAILABLE FOR COMMERCIAL 
OPERATIONS: A fl at measuring 
around 3,000 sq ft across an entire 
fl oor; conveniently located on the 
roadside and ideal for development 
into a showroom, bank or corporate 
offi ce, is available for rent at 
Church Road, DPH. The property is 
available for immediate occupation 
and can also be developed to suit 
the requirements of prospective 
tenants. Contact: 9434117687

DEAR LOVED MORNING DEAR SINCERE
Draw No:7 DrawDate on:17/10/17 Draw No:12 DrawDate on:17/10/17

1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 96D 94645 1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 87J 17406
(Including Super Prize Amt) (Including Super Prize Amt)
2nd Prize Rs.9495/- 94645 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) 2nd Prize Rs.9495/- 17406 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
3rd Prize Rs.9,000/- 3rd Prize Rs.9,000/-
27191 28031 35842 52373 56787 09376 30627 38595 56858 63742
65073 68723 70436 73793 96536 63968 66892 85562 89192 99911
4th Prize Rs.500/- 0573 1065 1925 3501 3892 4649 4861 5049 5631 7625 4th Prize Rs.500/- 0692 0771 2516 3227 3717 3805 4443 5165 5977 6536
5th Prize Rs.250/- 0677 1870 1929 2272 2836 4428 4660 4953 8865 9933 5th Prize Rs.250/- 0223 1779 2225 2916 3534 7571 7730 9304 9746 9787
6th Prize Rs.120/- 6th Prize Rs.120/- 
0087 0257 0260 0301 0307 0394 0471 0556 0681 0949 0039 0167 0193 0268 0362 0411 0569 0798 0854 1250
0963 0966 1173 1189 1256 1266 1322 1377 1721 1737 1314 1330 1355 1448 1519 1622 1751 1930 2025 2042
1764 1938 1972 1990 2067 2333 2362 2372 2450 2458 2069 2094 2314 2415 2660 2691 2812 2878 3028 3222
2503 2518 2571 3024 3133 3144 3358 3528 3638 3657 3242 3339 3377 3378 3449 3499 3685 3714 3772 3906
3690 3725 3734 3821 4089 4185 4190 4234 4407 4614 3933 3965 4046 4255 4396 4403 4520 4523 4555 4580
4616 4654 4698 4811 5140 5146 5159 5521 5661 5845 4718 4738 4744 4755 4798 5095 5161 5238 5350 5483
5905 6016 6388 6423 6569 6604 6617 6782 6844 7075 5487 5729 5872 5880 5886 5900 5907 5985 6018 6037
7186 7330 7404 7506 7530 7546 7619 7626 7829 7907 6212 6283 6566 6723 6995 7018 7088 7103 7130 7347
7915 8022 8065 8222 8279 8853 8936 9033 9092 9123 7426 7448 7570 7766 8035 8306 8470 8718 8780 8856
9187 9270 9349 9384 9587 9602 9739 9754 9788 9914 9017 9034 9168 9313 9425 9537 9647 9716 9788 9930

Issued by:
The Director, Sikkim State Lotteries, Deorali-737102, Gangtok, Sikkim.
Please Visit: www.sikkimlotteries.com

KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE

SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIESNAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR PARROT EVENING
Draw time: 08:00 pm onwards

Draw No:12 DrawDate on:17/10/17
1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 78E 31486
(Including Super Prize Amt)
2nd Prize Rs.9495/- 31486 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
3rd Prize Rs.9,000/-
25387 33996 48458 55812 56282
57392 65360 72630 76442 83639
4th Prize Rs.500/- 0032 0385 0955 1376 3030 3723 7086 8560 9149 9679
5th Prize Rs.250/- 0611 2273 2832 2944 4415 5339 5785 6328 8338 9513
6th Prize Rs.120/- 
0052 0066 0228 0281 0436 0549 0621 0828 0905 1400
1465 1508 1671 1679 1698 1733 1740 1819 1856 1942
2008 2258 2354 3097 3175 3180 3193 3347 3359 3385
3485 3510 3647 3830 3880 3970 3984 3990 4070 4117
4130 4252 4379 4455 4467 4479 4554 4557 4652 4761
4800 5095 5193 5409 5742 6058 6286 6499 6630 6741
6776 6783 6870 6993 7034 7162 7166 7449 7642 7674
7741 7842 7992 8084 8112 8176 8213 8303 8386 8438
8636 8693 8754 8786 8840 8864 9080 9110 9321 9356
9415 9427 9431 9455 9504 9683 9772 9789 9875 9999
Issued by:
The Director, Nagaland State Lotteries, Kohima, Nagaland
For Results, Please visit: www.nagalandlotteries.com

KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE

GENERAL LAND 
FOR SALE:

Roadside plots 
(general land) 

available for sale 
at Adampool, 
east Sikkim. 

Contact 9434117687 
for further details and 
to arrange site visits.

WINTER CRASH COURSE      
X & XII CBSE / ISC/ ICSE - 2017-18 

Try & continue, highly experienced faculties

UDISHA
Anthyesthi Kriya

The Anthyesthi Kriya of 
Late Smt Hari Maya 
Pradhan, permanent 
resident of Rhenock Ba-
zar, presently residing 
at Arithang, Gangtok, 
who left for her heaven-
ly abode on October 7, 
2017 falls on October 
18, 2017. All family, 
friends and well-wishers 

are requested to kindly join us for offering 
of departed soul at Chokasum Hall, Nam 
Nang, Gangtok. We also take this oppor-
tunity to express our sincere gratitude to-
wards those who has extended their support 
during the time of the bereavement.

Ming a Bhutia, Nima Bhutia, Dawa Bhutia (Sons), Phuplha-
mu Shrestha, Neelam Bhutia, Neelu, Bhutia, Ning u Bhutia 
(Daughters), Krishna Che  i, Yankee Bhutia (Daughters-in-

law), Bhusan Pradhan, Suraj Kr. Che  i (Sons-in-law), Chung 
Chung Bhutia (Granddaughter), Daniel Bhutia (Grandson)

Cont: 9933706483, 7063535102, 7098861554, 
7602982847, 9932764642

B , O  17 (PTI): 
China plans to complete 
ahead of schedule a USD 
two billion hydropower 
project in Pakistan- oc-
cupied Kashmir to ease 
energy crisis in Pakistan.

Karot Hydropow-
er Project is being 
built on Jhelum river 
on “Build-Own-Oper-
ate-Transfer” basis for 30 
years. It will be owned 
by the Chinese company 
for 30 years, after which 
ownership will be turned 
over to the government 
of Pakistan.

Karot Power Compa-
ny Limited, a subsidiary 
of China Three Gorges 
South Asia Investment, 
owns the Karot Power 
Station, state-run Global 
Times reported today.

The company said in a 
statement that the project 
will help ease Pakistan’s 
power shortage and gen-
erate local employment.

The report has not 
mentioned the new time-
line for the project.

Karot Power Station 

has a capacity of 720 
megawatts and China 
Three Gorges South Asia 
Investment also has oth-
er power projects in Pa-
kistan, including hydro, 
wind and solar power, 
which would largely 
solve Pakistan’s problem, 
it said.

“India has repeated-
ly expressed its concern 
over the project since 
the project is located in 
disputed Kashmir, but it 
won’t affect cooperation 
between China and Pa-
kistan, because the ties 
are unshakable and will 
not target India,” the dai-
ly quoted Hu Zhiyong, 
a research fellow at the 
Shanghai Academy of So-
cial Sciences’ Institute of 
International Relations.

“With China’s sup-
port and assistance, Pa-
kistan’s power shortage 
will very likely be solved 
by 2025, which means a 
main obstacle to Paki-
stan’s economic develop-
ment will be removed,” 
Hu said.

China to speed up
construction of power

project in PoK

Court seeks 
ATR on 
complaint 
against online 
shopping 
portals
N  D , O  17 
(PTI): A city court has 
sought an action taken 
report from the Delhi Po-
lice on a complaint about 
the online sale of ash-
trays portraying a naked 
woman by three e- com-
merce majors.

The complaint was 
iled against online shop-

ping portals Amazon 
India, Ebay and Shop-
clues and their Managing 
Directors for allegedly 
selling an ashtray in the 
shape of a nude woman.

The case came up 
before Chief Metropol-
itan Magistrate Babru 
Bhan, who sought an ac-
tion taken report (ATR) 
from the Delhi Police on 
the plea for lodging FIR 
against them.

The court directed 
the police to apprise it if 
any action has been tak-
en on the complaint.

“SHO, Subzi Mandi 
police station is directed 
to ile an action taken re-
port stating whether any 
complaint has been made 
by the complainant in the 
police station and if any 
action has been taken on 
it,” the magistrate said.

The court, while 
seeking the ATR by Oc-
tober 30, also asked if as 
a result of investigation, 
any cognisable offence 
was made out against the 
accused or an FIR regis-
tered.

The complaint lodged 
by advocate Gaurav Gu-
lati has sought registra-
tion of FIR for offences 
punishable under sec-
tions 107 (Abetment of 
an offence), 120B (crim-
inal conspiracy) and 293 
(sale of obscene objects 
to young person) of the 
IPC, besides relevant pro-
visions of Indecent Rep-
resentation of Women 
Act and the Information 
Technology Act.

The complaint al-
leged that as per media 
reports published on 
internet on June 6, the 
online shopping por-
tals were “selling nude 
woman igurine ash-tray 
which was indecent.” 

“The ashtray ... drew 
severe criticism on so-
cial media. The ashtray 
was sold at a price of Rs 
4,441... “ the complaint 
alleged.

K  (A ) O  17 
(AFP): The death toll in an ongo-
ing suicide and gun attack on a 
police training centre in a south-
east Afghan city has risen to 32 
with more than 200 wounded, a 
hospital of icial said today.

“The hospital is over-
whelmed and we call on people 
to donate blood,” said Shir Mo-
hammad Karimi, deputy health 
director in Gardez, the capital of 
Paktia province.

A separate attack in a neigh-
bouring province today left 
15 security forces dead and 
12 wounded, as militants step 
up their offensives following a 
ratcheting up in US airstrikes in 
a war-weary country marking 
16 years of con lict this month.

The victims of the ongo-
ing Gardez attack, which was 
claimed by the Taliban in a 
tweet, include women, students 
and police, of icials told AFP.

“At irst a suicide bomber 
detonated a car illed with ex-
plosives near the training cen-
tre, making way for a number of 
attackers to start their assault,” 
the interior ministry said in a 
statement.

A battle between the attack-
ers, armed with guns and sui-
cide vests, and security forces 
is under way inside the centre 
which is located near the Paktia 
police headquarters, it said.

Fighting has been going on 
for more than four hours.

A local of icial said two car 
bombs went off near the com-
pound that also houses the pro-
vincial headquarters of the na-
tional police, border police and 
Afghan National Army.

“A group of gunmen have en-
tered the compound and ighting 
is ongoing,” Allah Mir Bahram, a 
member of the Paktia provincial 
council, told AFP.

Photos posted on Twitter 
purportedly show two large 
plumes of smoke rising above 
the city, suggesting two bombs 
were detonated in the assault.

Paktia borders Pakistan’s 
militancy-plagued tribal areas 
where the Taliban-af iliated 
Haqqani network has a presence.

The attack came hours after 
a US drone strike in Pakistan’s 
Kurram tribal district, part of 
which borders Paktia, killed at 
least 26 Haqqani militants, of i-
cials have said.

Local of icials told AFP that 
drones were still lying above 
Kurram after the attack, the 
deadliest targeting militants in 
the Pakistani tribal region this 
year.

In Kurram last week the Pa-
kistani military rescued a US- 
Canadian family who had been 
abducted by militants in Af-
ghanistan in 2012. US President 
Donald Trump has said they 
were being held by the Haqqani 
network.

The extremist group has 
been blamed for carrying out 
spectacular attacks across Af-
ghanistan since the US-led inva-
sion in 2001 and is known for its 
frequent use of suicide bombers.

It was blamed for the truck 
bomb deep in the heart of the 
Afghan capital Kabul in May that 
killed around 150 people.

The Haqqanis have also been 
accused of assassinating top Af-
ghan of icials and holding kid-
napped Westerners for ransom.

These include the recent-
ly rescued hostages Canadian 
Joshua Boyle, his American wife 
Caitlan Coleman, and their three 

children - all born in captivity - 
as well as US soldier Bowe Berg-
dahl, who was released in 2014.

Militants also targeted secu-
rity forces in Ghazni on today, 
some 100 kilometres (62 miles) 
from Gardez, of icials there said. 
That attack, which has ended, 
followed the same pattern, with 
“terrorists” detonating an ex-
plosives-laden Humvee vehicle 
near a police headquarters and 
attackers storming the building, 
Haref Noori, the Ghazni gover-
nor’s spokesman, told AFP.

Fifteen security forces were 
killed and 12 wounded, Ghazni 
police chief Mohammad Zaman 
told AFP, adding “dozens of Tali-
ban” also died.

The latest attacks come as 
four-way talks between Afghan-
istan, Pakistan, the United States 
and China were held Monday in 
Oman with the aim of ending the 
Taliban’s 16-year insurgency.

Suicide bombers, gunmen kill 32
in attack on Afghan police

L , O  17 (PTI): 
The UK is looking for-
ward to secure a new 
trade deal with India and 
work more closely with 
business communities as 
it prepares to leave the 
EU, said Priti Patel, the 
irst Indian-origin minis-

ter in the British Cabinet.
Patel, the secretary 

of state for international 
development, expressed 
con idence that the 
“ lourishing” relation-
ship between India and 
the UK will be further 
strengthened under the 
“inspirational” leader-
ship of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi as she 
hosted the annual No 10 
Downing Street Diwali 
celebrations in London 
last evening.

“The Indian govern-
ment led by the inspi-
rational Prime Minister 
Modi has been such a 
great friend to Britain. 
Prime Minister Modi 
has shown great lead-
ership in India over the 
last three years and has 
re-af irmed India s place 
as a modern and world 
leading power, said Patel, 
who stepped in to lead 
the event as Prime Min-
ister Theresa May was 
holding a crucial Brexit 

meeting with European 
Commission President 
Jean-Claude Juncker in 
Brussels.

“The Prime Minister is 
in Brussels negotiating to 
secure our future and get 
a brilliant deal for us. And 
as Britain leaves the EU 
and embraces the global 
opportunities that await 
us as a free, independent 
and sovereign country, 
we will look to India to 
secure a new trade deal 
and work more closely 
with business, communi-
ties and the government 
of India, said Patel, the 
Conservative Party MP 
for Witham.

The senior-most In-
dian-origin politician 
in the UK government 
described the growth 
of India s middle-class 
and consumer base as 
“unprecedented in mod-
ern human history” and 
stressed that she wants 

Britain to be India’s “ irst 
port of call” for providing 
goods and services.

Referring to Diwali as 
a symbol of the warmth 
between the two na-
tions, she also hailed the 
contribution of British 
Indians for increasingly 
making an impact on all 
aspects of British life and 
achieving great heights 
in every ield.

The Downing Street 
celebration, complete 
with lights, shlokas and 
Indian sweets, marked 
the culmination of a 
string of events held over 
the weekend to mark the 
festival of Diwali.

A special Diwali on the 
Square brought the Indi-
an festival of lights to the 
West Midlands region of 
England with the irst-ev-
er event held at the heart 
of the city of Birmingham 
in Victoria Square.

This was followed by 

the London Mayor’s an-
nual Diwali on the Square 
at Trafalgar Square in 
London on Sunday, with 
a special lighting cere-
mony at the iconic tourist 
site of London Eye by the 
river Thames later in the 
evening.

“Diwali has become 
such a part of life in Brit-
ain. It is no more just a 

Hindu festival, or even 
an Indian festival, it is a 
very global celebration. 
And, what better place 
to celebrate Diwali than 
in the UK with one of the 
largest diaspora popula-
tions in the world, said Y 
K Sinha, Indian high com-
missioner to the UK, who 
was the special guest at 
the events.

UK looks forward to secure new trade deal with India: Minister
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A R C T I C   C I R C L E  - HALLATT

B A B Y   B L U E S  - KIRKMAN & SCOTT

L O C K H O R N S  - HOEST & REINER

ARIES: If you’re single, you might 
long for a romantic partner today. If 
you’re attached, you might think of 
making your commitment more per-
manent. If you’re married, children 
might be on your mind. Whatever 
your situation, and whatever it is 
you’re searching for now, look your 
best when encountering current or 
potential partners. You’ll probably 
get the response you want!
TAURUS: Have you been thinking 
about adopting a pet? If so, today is 
a great day to go to the shelter and 
rescue one. You’ll know which one 
to choose, as the animal will proba-
bly choose you! If this is what you 
want, don’t let minor objections get 

in the way. A pet can be a wonder-
ful source of companionship, enter-
tainment, and unconditional love.
GEMINI: Someone you love dear-
ly could provide inspiration for 
creative activity of some kind. You 
might write a song or poem about 
your friend, draw or paint a portrait, 
or cook a special meal. Don’t hes-
itate out of shyness or embarrass-
ment. Your friend will be touched. 
Your eff orts will be appreciated and 
contribute a great deal to the per-
manence of your friendship.
CANCER: A forthcoming social 
event that you’re planning to host 
in your home could inspire some 
minor redecorating today. You 

might decide to repaint or add some 
new plants or pictures. Your aes-
thetic sense is good, so don’t put it 
off . Do it while your imagination is 
fl owing freely. You’ll be very hap-
py with the results, and they won’t 
be lost on your guests!
LEO: A very loving message could 
come to you from a woman, possi-
bly your mother. If this is a letter, it 
may go on for several pages. If it’s 
a phone call, the conversation could 
last for a long time. Try to sched-
ule some free time during the day. 
Whoever this person is, this contact 
is going to make a very positive dif-
ference in your relationship.
VIRGO: A small sum of money 

could come today, possibly through 
the eff orts of a woman. You may have 
been waiting for this for a long time, so 
expect to feel relieved. You may have 
some defi nite plans for the money. Per-
haps it’s meant for a specifi c purpose, 
or maybe you’ll invest it. Whichever it 
is, you’ll want to celebrate.
LIBRA: Today’s energies will 
bring good fortune and success. 
New opportunities to increase sta-
tus and income could come your 
way. You could make some new 
friends at the same time, including 
someone older than you who could 
be a potential love partner. This 
should prove to be a fortunate day 
for you, from friendship to romance 

to education to business.
SCORPIO: Today your imagination 
should be fl owing freely. You could 
channel this into creative work, or 
you could come up with some inge-
nious ways to advance your business 
interests. The next few days could 
fi nd your mind in overdrive and 
working on whatever ideas you come 
up with today. Write them down. 
You’ll want to remember them all.
SAGITTARIUS: Today you could 
meet with a female acquaintance 
that you know through a group. 
By the end of the day, this person 
could turn from casual acquain-
tance to fi rm friend. You’ll fi nd that 
this woman is not only a warm and 

kindhearted person but also that 
your backgrounds and interests 
dovetail closely. The only caution 
is that this person is tough where 
business is concerned!
CAPRICORN: Don’t be surprised 
if you feel a powerful aff ection for 
someone you’ve met at work. This 
could be a friendly aff ection or it 
could be stronger than that. If the 
latter, it might not be a good idea 
to express this emotion overtly. The 
feeling could pass as quickly as it 
came, or the person might be emo-
tionally unavailable. Be discreet!
AQUARIUS: A powerful feeling 
of love for someone from far away 
could strike you today. This might 

be someone you’re involved with 
professionally. If this is a romantic 
attraction, the person probably re-
ciprocates your feelings though is 
too reserved to express them. Don’t 
push. Let things develop as they 
will. The relationship might prove 
to be lasting if you’re careful!
PISCES: Love and passion may be 
on your mind. If you aren’t currently 
involved, you might be attracted to 
someone you know through busi-
ness, so a little caution is advised. 
Suggest a professional lunch or din-
ner and then see where it goes. You 
might not get what you want today, 
but you could create new potential 
for tomorrow!
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Dr. RAJEN UPADHYAY
Assistant Professor in History, 

Namchi Govt. College

Dr. RAJEN UPADHYAY
Assistant Professor in History, 

Namchi Govt. College

18TH OCT
WORLD HISTORY
1016: King Canute of Denmark 
becomes the heir of Edmund Ironside, 
King of England, with victory at 
Ashingdon.
1685: Louis XIV revokes the Edict 
of Nantes, effectively banning 
Protestantism in France.
1922: The British Broadcasting 
Company [a commercial company] 
is formed with a share capital of 
£100,000. The company is dissolved in 
1926 and all assets are transferred to 
the British Broadcasting Corporation, 
or the BBC as it is now known.
1931: American inventor Thomas 
Edison dies. Amongst his thousands 
of inventions the most well known 
include the practical electric light bulb.
1957: The British Queen meets President 
Eisenhower during the irst visit by a 
British monarch to the White House.
1963: Lord Home, a Scottish 
Conservative aristocrat, becomes the 
new British Prime Minister.
1967: The Soviet Union sends a space 
probe beneath the cloud cover around 
Venus for the irst time.
1968: John Lennon and his girlfriend, 
Yoko Ono, are arrested in London for 
possession of marijuana.

1968: The US Olympic Committee 
suspends two black athletes for giving 
a ‘black power’ salute during a victory 
ceremony at the Mexico City games.
1976: The funeral of Ma ia boss Carlo 
Gambino takes place in New York.
1989: The Communist leader of East 
Germany, Erich Honecker, is forced 
to step down as leader of the country 
after a series of health problems.
INDIAN HISTORY
1928: Roshan Shodhan, Indian Test 
cricketer, was born.
1948: Om Puri, Hindi ilm actor, was 
born.
1976: Viswanatha Satyanarayana, 
Telugu writer, passed away.
2004: Indian bandit and smuggler 
Veerappan was killed.

TURN IT UP TO 20! DJ Steve Aoki and jazz pianist Joey Alexander attend VH1 Save the Music 20th 
Anniversary Gala of helping kids, schools and communities realize their full potential through the power 
of making music in New York City.

JASON 
MOMOA: 
AQUAMAN 
IS STILL 
NOT KING 
IN ‘JUSTICE 
LEAGUE’
If there is one superhero 

character that people are 
really eager to see on the big 
screen, it has to be Jason Mo-
moa’s ‘Aquaman’. The people 
will get to see the ‘King of 
Atlantis’ in November when 
DC’s ‘Justice League’ hits the 
theatres. But Momoa has re-
vealed something about his 
character which is surely go-
ing to make fans curious.

A c c o r d i n g 
to a report, 
the actor said, 
“Aquaman, he’s 
not even really 
Aquaman yet. 
He’s not the King of the Sev-
en Seas. We don’t really get 

there until my solo movie, 
at the end. Really, it’s a huge 
growth for me. It’s a gigantic 
arc for Arthur Curry. It may 
be tough for a lot of fans to 
watch what they’re gonna 
see, how I portray him.”

The actor also shared 
that fans would have to wait 
till solo ‘Aquaman’ movie to 
see Arthur Curry become the 
King of Seven Seas.

“You [fans] gotta wait un-
til we get to the solo movie to 
really know. Because he’s not 

King yet,” noted 
Momoa.

Momoa also 
hinted that 
the character 
of Curry will 

display lots of uncertainty 
throughout Justice League, 

and that his origins won’t be 
deeply explored until ‘Aqua-
man’.

He shared, “That’s kind of 
tough to play. We gotta igure 
out the origin, where we’re 
going. Some people will be 
like, ‘This isn’t my Aquaman.’ 
But we’re not there yet.”

It should be noted that Ja-
son Momoa will be next seen 
in superhero ensemble ‘Jus-
tice League’ alongside Ben 
Af leck, Gal Gadot, Ezra Miller 
and Ray Fisher.

CATHERINE 
ZETA JONES 
‘DISGUSTED’ 

BY HARVEY 
WEINSTEIN 

CLAIMS
Hollywood veteran, Cath-

erine Zeta-Jones, who 

worked with Harvey Wein-
stein in ‘Chicago’, has re-
vealed that she was ‘shocked 
and disgusted’ by all the sex-
ual allegations against the 
studio mogul.

The 48-year-old actress 
also shared that she is really 
‘proud’ of the women who 
came forward with all these 
claims. The ‘RED 2’ actress 
feels lucky to have not been 
among the many actresses 
allegedly harassed by Wein-
stein or throughout her years 
in Hollywood.

She said, “No and I’m 
blessed because it happens to 
so many women all the time.” 
She called Weinstein’s be-
haviour the “ultimate abuse 
of power.” Zeta-Jones took 

the stage and remarked that 
it is dominating the headlines 
around the world.

“It’s hard to think that 
in 2017 we are still talking 
about this and that it’s the 
lead story on the internation-
al news, but it is right that it 
is there. It should be the lead 
story,” noted Zeta-Jones.

Adding, “That big old 
dinosaur of people who 
think a man is able to get 
away with that behavior 
and has been getting away 
with it for years, is extinct 
as of now.” She won a Best 
Supporting Actress Oscar 
in 2003 for the musical 
‘Chicago,’ which was dis-
tributed by Harvey and Bob 
Weinstein’s Miramax.

Deepika Padukone 
launched the biography 

of veteran actress Hema Ma-
lini on Monday evening in 
Mumbai. The biography, ti-
tled “Beyond the Dream Girl”, 
is written by Ram Kamal 
Mukherjee, and was unveiled 
on Hema Malini’s 69th birth-
day [16 Oct].

The biography’s foreword 
has been written by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi. 
Hema Malini’s daughters 
Esha and Ahana Deol were 
also present at the launch 
along with their respective 
husbands. How-
ever, her actor 
husband Dhar-
mendra wasn’t t h e r e . 

Deepika Padukone, 31, wore 
a ravishing red Banarasi sari 
b y Sabyasachi and 

accentuated her 
look with gold 

necklace and earrings. 
Hema Malini opted for a blue 

sari.
Hema Malini, who cam-

paigned for the Bharatiya 
Janata Party [BJP] candidate 
in the Lok Sabha elections in 
Gurdaspur, Punjab [1999], 
is currently a BJP MP from 

Mathura constituency.
“Our PM has written very 

brie ly in the book about his 
feelings for Hemaji. It’s short, 
crisp and sweet, not rubble 
and bubble. It’s an honour 
for me as an author and for 
Hemaji also that it is perhaps 
the irst time that an active 
Prime Minister has written 
a foreword for a book on a 
Bollywood actor,” Ram Kamal 
Mukherjee told news agency 
IANS.

Hema Malini debuted in 
1968 with Raj Kapoor’s Sap-
no Ka Saudagar. She is the star 
of ilms like Seeta Aur Geeta, 
Sholay, Dream Girl and Satte 
Pe Satta and also an accom-
plished classical dancer.

Beyond The Dream Girl!


