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Man held 
for sexually 
abusing 
daughter’s 
minor friend
G , A  04: One 
person was arrested 
today on the charge of 
sexually assaulting a mi-
nor girl, his daughter’s 
friend, for several days, 
police said.

The 44-year-old man 
was arrested from Nay-
abazar in West district of 
Sikkim after the victim’s 
family lodged a com-
plaint with the police.

He allegedly had 
clicked some photos of 
the girl when she was 
bathing at her friend’s 
residence during one of 
her visits, police said.

The accused sexually 
assaulted her repeatedly 
threatening her that oth-
erwise he would circu-
late those photos on the 
Internet, police said.

At one point of time, 
the girl told her fami-
ly about it and a police 
complaint was lodged.

A case under POCSO 
Act has been registered 
against the accused, po-
lice said.

G , 04 A  [IPR]: 
A two-day Buyer Sell-
er Meet [BSM], under 
scheme Mission Organic 
Value Chain Develop-
ment [MOVCD], Sikkim 
Organic Mission, began 
today. Farmers Produc-
ers Organizations [FPO] 
of all the districts of the 
State and six companies 
[buyers] from different 
parts of the country par-
ticipated in the meet.                                    

An initiative of the 
Horticulture & Cash 
Crops Development De-
partment, Government 
of Sikkim, the BSM has 
been organized in coor-
dination with Interna-
tional Competence Cen-
tre for Organic Agricul-
ture [ICCOA], a research 
Institute headquartered 

in Bengaluru which is the 
knowledge partner for 
the meet in order to cre-
ate a direct link between 
the FPOs and reputed 
buyers to ensure that the 

organic produce of the 
State gets the deserved 
value in the national and 
international market.

UNICORN [Hy-
derabad], NED SPICE 

[Kochin], ORGANIC LRM 
[Delhi], AVT McCormick 
[Kerala], E Lite [Hyder-
abad] and SUS AGRI 
[Delhi] are the six buyer 
companies participating 

in this BSM. Executives of 
these companies dealing 
with import and export 
of organic agricultural 
produce were present to 
participate in the delib-

erations and engage with 
the farmer producer or-
ganizations of Sikkim.

The inaugural ses-
sion of the BSM had the 
presence of Parliamen-
tary Secretary for Agri-
culture & Horticulture, 
Dr Mechung Bhutia, as 
chief guest and MLA Bur-
tuk, DR Thapa, as guest 
of honour. Also present 
were Additional Chief 
Secretary-cum-Agricul-
tural Production Com-
missioner, Government 
of Sikkim, SC Gupta, along 
with Secretary, Horticul-
ture, Khorlo Bhutia, Com-
missioner-cum-Secre-
tary, Agriculture, Puneet 
Kansal and of icials of the 
department.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Dr Bhutia under-

lined the importance of 
the meet and urged the 
members of the FPOs 
present to make the most 
of the opportunity pro-
vided by the Department. 
He lauded the efforts of 
the farmers in the State 
whom he termed ‘the 
backbone’ of Sikkim Or-
ganic Mission. He sug-
gested that the learning 
from such workshops and 
engagements should per-
colate down to each and 
every farmer in the State.

Dr Bhutia further 
stated that the Organic 
Mission envisioned by 
Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling is a result of 
consistent hard work 
and dedication of the 
Of icers of the state gov-

Two-day Buyer Seller Meet under
Sikkim Organic Mission begins

N  D , A  4 (PTI): A num-
ber of members of the Lok Sabha 
today demanded withdrawal of the 
recent decision to effect a hike of 
Rs 4 per LPG cylinder every month.

The demand was raised during 
a discussion on the Indian Institute 
of Petroleum and Energy Bill, 2017.

Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury 
(Congres) attacked the govern-
ment over its decision to gradually 
remove the LPG subsidy.

Over 18 crore people getting 
the subsidy would not get it, he 
said, wondering how they became 
“rich” overnight.

He said Minister of State for 
Petroleum and Natural Gas Dhar-

mendra Pradhan did not share the 
bene its of reduction in crude oil 
prices which have falled by more 
than a half.

“The oil world had showered 
its blessings” on Pradhan, he 
Chowdhury said.

Trinamool Congress leader 
Saugata Roy slammed the govern-
ment over the hike of Rs 4 per LPG 
cylinder every month and demand-
ed withdrawal of the decision im-
mediately. His party colleague Rat-
na De (TMC) too demanded with-
drawal of this decision.

Sharing similar views, 
Kaushalendra Kumar of JD(U) said 
the prices of LPG should be afford-

able to the poor and the govern-
ment should not increase its prices.

He said the crude oil prices in 
the international market are very 
low but people of the country are 
not getting bene ited out of this.

During the discussion, a few 
members demanded setting up of 
Indian Institute of Petroleum and 
Energy in their states also.

Prem Singh Chandumajra 
(SAD) urged the government to 
consider setting up of such insti-
tute in Punjab.

Bhagwant Mann (AAP) too 
demanded for the same, besides 
Rajesh Ranjan (RJD) asked to set 
up in northern India.

Members in LS demand withdrawal of
Rs 4 per month hike in LPG prices

N  D , A  4 (PTI): Kesar 
Bai and Manohar Babu’s villages 
and ields will soon go under the 
Narmada, swelling by the minute 
since the gates of Sardar Sarovar 
Dam in Gujarat were shut, but they 
have nowhere to go.

Not if you consider cramped, 
tin cabins as home, which is what 
they claim the Madhya Pradesh 
government is providing in the 
name of rehabilitating thousands 
staring at displacement.

Kesar and Babu, along with 
around 50 victims of displacement, 
camped in Delhi over the last two 
days demanding the government 
ensure their proper rehabilitation, 
as per Supreme Court guidelines, 
before the deluge comes.

A group of MPs and activists 
separately wrote to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi today highlighting 
the “pitiable” conditions of the 
porta cabins and poor sanitation 
facilities at the relief camps.

“I will lose my home as well as 
agricultural land of around two 
acres. Even my son’s land will be 
submerged. We have not yet been 
provided any land or plot or the 
compensation amount of around 
Rs 60 lakh,” Babu, a resident of 
Barwani district, said.

The protest site at Jantar Man-
tar saw a cross-section of parties 
extending their solidarity with 
the project-affected families here 
today. Social actvist Medha Patkar 

is on an inde inite fast at Dhar dis-
trict in MP over the issue.

Interestingly, the parties, and 
leaders who have lent their sup-
port to the cause are at odds over 
various issues.

AAP MP Bhagwant Mann, 
Swaraj India leader Yogendra Ya-
dav, former RJD MP Raguvansh 
Prasad Singh, CPI national secre-
tary D Raja, CPM leader Hannan 
Mollah shared the stage at the pro-
test while AAP chief Arvind Kejri-
wal and JD(U) leader Sharad Yadav 
issued statements in solidarity.

They also requested Patkar, 
whose health has been “deterio-
rating”, to withdraw her fast. MP 
CM Shivraj Singh Chauhan has 
also tweeted, requesting Patkar to 
withdraw her fast.

In their letters to the PM, the 
MPs and activists have said that 
it will be “cruel and inhuman” to 
compel thousands to leave their 
villages and shift to the temporary 
tin shades.

They have requested Modi to 
intervene and ensure that till the 
relief and rehabilitation of the oust-
ees is completed and the rehabili-
tation sites are developed with all 
the amenities and facilities, families 
should not be evicted forcibly.

Kesar Bai said the deluge will 
not only leave them homeless and 
landless, but also snap age-old ties 
between relatives and neighbours 
-- “a wound that no amount of 

money can heal”.
RTI pioneer Aruna Roy, one of 

the signatories to the letter, said 
the Narmada Dispute Tribunal 
Award (NWDTA) clearly provid-
ed that after completion of relief 
and rehabilitation, the prject af-
fected families should be given six 
months time before submergence.

“The R&R of the affected fam-
ilies ouught to have been done 
when the dam height was raised. 
However, the state has failed to 
comply with this obligation. Many 
families still await allotment of 
plots. It is only recently that the 
state government has announced 
many packages. Many issues con-
cerning R&R are still pending be-
fore the Grievance Redressal Au-
thority,” the leaders wrote.

Thousands of families in MP’s 
Barwani, Dhar, Alirajpur and Khar-
gone districts will have to vacate 
their houses following the Centre’s 
nod for closing the gates of the 
Sardar Sarovar Dam on the Narma-
da river in neighbouring Gujarat.

The closing of gates -- which 
will take place in a phased manner 
-- will lead to a rise in water levels, 
resulting in villages in the catch-
ment area in Madhya Pradesh be-
ing submerged.

The government said three 
days ago that over 7,000 families 
had stayed put in the catchment 
area in MP, and it was trying to per-
suade them to leave.

Ripples in Delhi as Narmada swells;
MPs, activists write to PM

N  D , A  4 
(PTI): The Centre today 
approved a proposal to 
rename the iconic Mu-
ghalsarai railway station 
in Uttar Pradesh after Jan 
Sangh leader Deen Dayal 
Upadhyaya, a home min-
istry of icial said.

The proposal was 
given by the BJP govern-
ment in Uttar Pradesh, in 
a bid to revive the legacy 
of Upadhyaya, who was 
found dead in 1968 in 
the junction itself.

Minister of State for 

Home Affairs Hansraj 
Ahir cleared the propos-
al to rename the railway 
station as ‘Pandit Deen 
Dayal Upadhyaya Nagar 
station’, the home minis-
try of icial said.

The move led to an 
uproar in Parliament af-
ter several MPs including 
Samajwadi Party’s Na-
resh Agarwal protested 
against the Centre’s deci-
sion to give the nod to re-
naming the junction after 
Upadhyay.

The junction, the 

fourth busiest railway 
station in the country, 
is located on the main 
Howrah-Delhi Grand 
Chord line.

The Uttar Pradesh 
government, headed by 
Yogi Adityanath, had in 
June approved the pro-
posal of renaming the 
station and forwarded it 
to the Ministry of Rail-
ways for inal approval.

Upadhyay’s body was 
found under mysterious 
circumstances on a plat-

Mughalsarai rly station to be known
as Pt Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Nagar
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WANGCHUK BHUTIA
M , 04 A :
“We should always be 
proud to be Indian,” ex-
pressed Minister for 
Tourism & Civil Avi-
ation, Ugen T Gyatso 
Bhutia, while address-
ing the public of Mang-
shila in North Sikkim 
today during the Inde-
pendence Day football 
tournament being held 
at Mangshila Senior 
Secondary School play-
ground.

Mr Bhutia attended 
the event as chief guest 
accompanied by Of icer 
on Special Duty to Chief 
Minister, Mohan Khati-
wara, Panchayats, stu-
dents, teachers and the 
public.

“The issue of Poly-
technic College, which 
has been delayed since 
last many years, will be 
placed before the Chief 

Minister. I will pursue the 
demand of infrastructure 
development of Mangsh-
ila School from my side,” 
added Mr Bhutia.

He further urged the 
people of Mangshila to 

stay united and work to-
wards bringing develop-
ment in the area.

In the football match 
played between Tibuk 
United and Thingchim 
Secondary School for the 

Independence Day foot-
ball tournament, Tibuk 
United emerged victori-
ous winning the match 
by 4-2.

Earlier, the welcome 
address was given by 

former Zilla Pancha-
yat-Mangshila, Zomin 
Thegim.

A colorful cultural 
programme was pre-
sented by the students of 
Mangshila SSS.

Tourism Minister assures infrastructure
development in Mangshila

SUMMIT REPORT
M , 04 A :

World Breast-
feeding Week 

was observed today 
at Chungthang ICDS 
by Block Task Force-
Chungthang.

Medical Of icer from 
Chungthang Primary 
Health Centre spoke on 
the importance of breast-
feeding during and after 
pregnancy while Deputy 
Director-Nutrition high-
lighted on pregnancy 
and nursing period and 
preparation of nutritious 
food to be consumed by 
nursing mothers.

Child Development 
Project Officer briefed 
the gathering on the 
importance of early 
initiation of breast-
feeding and the role 
of Anganwadi Workers 
[AWW] in building con-
fidence of the mothers 
and supporting moth-
ers in the breastfeed-
ing process.

The programme also 
had baby show, recipe 
competition and quiz 
along with cash prizes.

Auxiliary Nurse Mid-
wife [ANM] and AWW 
demonstrated correct 
breastfeeding position.

World Breastfeeding
Week observed at

Chungthang

ernment and the active partici-
pation of the farming communi-
ty. He thanked the executives of 
the buyer companies for visiting 
Sikkim to participate in the two-
day meet.

Likewise, guest of honour, 
Mr Thapa, in his address exhort-
ed the members of the FPOs to 
work in an organized manner 
to meet the huge demand for 
organic produce in the nation-
al and international market. He 
called for the need to be more 
professional and consistent in 
our approach towards farming, 
and also stressed on the mul-
tiple bene its of dairy farming. 
While underlining the organic 
farming potential of Sikkim, the 
MLA maintained that the up-
coming airport at Pakyong will 
further boost marketing of our 
organic produce.

Additional Chief Secre-
tary-cum-Agricultural Produc-
tion Commissioner, Mr Gupta, 
termed the two-day buyer sell-
er meet as historic as it helped 

address the greatest challenge 
faced by Sikkim Organic Mis-
sion, that of marketing. He add-
ed that MOVCD has helped in-
stitutionalize farming through 
formation of clusters to be man-
aged by FPOs.

Speaking about the BSM, he 
explained that this direct inter-
face between the FPOs and re-
puted buyers aims to eradicate 
the existence of middlemen, 
thus ensuring optimum bene it 
to the farmers. He however stat-
ed that the government will pro-
vide handholding to a certain 
level, after which the FPOs will 
have to take the responsibility 
to sustain the Organic Mission of 
the State. He urged the FPOs to 
think and act like businessmen 
while dealing with prospective 
buyers.

Secretary Horticulture, Mr 
Bhutia, provided a brief back-
ground of the processes involved 
in making Sikkim an organic 
farming state, and also apprised 
about the MOVCD scheme and 
the stages of its implementation 

in the State. He explained the 
role of the Research Institutes in 
providing technical support to 
the FPOs. The Secretary directed 
the RIs to register the respec-
tive FPOs to the new GST regime 
within a month’s time for trans-
actions in future.

Likewise, Commissioner 
cum Secretary, Agriculture, Mr 
Kansal, in his address cautioned 
individual farmers not to deal 
directly with the buyers but to 
approach them through respec-
tive FPOs. He expressed hope 
that the two-day meet will help 
farmers of Sikkim realize the 
right prices for their agricultural 
produce.

Earlier, Executive Direc-
tor-SOM, Dr S Anbalagan, gave 
an overview of the commercial-
ization of Sikkim’s organic farm-
ing sector vis-a-vis the imple-
mentation of MOVCD Scheme. 
He also gave a brief introduction 
about the two-day BSM and its 
objectives.

Executive Director-ICCOA, 
Manoj Kumar Menon, made a 

brief presentation highlighting 
the organic farming potential of 
Sikkim and what it had on offer 
for the buyers. He also provided 
the buyers a basic know-how of 
the State such as its location and 
the key potential crops.

The inaugural session was 
followed by a technical session 
which was chaired by Dr Anbal-
agan. The session had presen-
tations by the representatives 
from the Research Institutes 
working with the FPOs in Sikkim 
namely ICCOA, EDA, and IGS.

This was followed by presen-
tation by business leaders from 
the leading organic companies 
[buyers] and focused trade and 
business meeting between the 
buyers and the FPOs.

The second day of the BSM 
will have ield visits and interac-
tion with the producers and FPO 
Board members, which will be 
followed by Signing of Letters of 
Intent [LOI] between the buyers 
and the FPOs in the presence of 
departmental of icials and Re-
search Institutes.

Two-day Buyer Seller Meet under Sikkim...
contd from pg01

form of Mughalsarai in 
1968. The town is part of 
Chandauli district and is 
just 20 km from Varanasi.

Mughalsarai is also 
the birthplace of former 
Prime Minister Lal Baha-
dur Shastri.

The station contains 
the largest railway mar-
shaling yard in Asia. It is 
12.5 km long and han-
dles around 1,500 wag-
ons daily. The largest 

wagon repair workshop 
of the Indian Railways is 
also located here.

Mughalsarai is not 
the only railway sta-
tion whose name has 
been changed in recent 
times. The iconic Chha-
trapati Shivaji Termi-
nus in Mumbai, which 
was earlier known as 
Victoria Terminus, saw 
the word ‘Maharaj’ add-
ed to its name earlier 
this year.

Mughalsarai rly station
to be known as Pt 

Deen Dayal...
contd from pg01

GYALSHING, 04 AUG 
IPR : 

The irst review meet-
ing regarding the cel-

ebration of District Level 
Independence Day was 
conducted here at DAC 
Rabdentse conference 
hall today under the chair-
manship of Area MLA, 
Chandra Maya Subba.

The meeting re-
viewed work distri-
bution of respective 
departments and good 
coordination of all 
departments so as to 
make the event suc-

cessful. The highlights 
of the Independence 

Day will be parade dis-
play, band display, Open 

Men’s Football and cul-
tural extravaganza.

The meeting decid-
ed that the cash prize 
for Open Men’s Football 
Tournament would be 
set as Rs 80,000 for the 
winner and Rs 50,000 for 
the runner-up which will 
be sponsored by the area 
MLA.

The meeting also 
had the presence of 
Hondala Gyaltshen 
[ADC West], K D 
Sangderpa [SSP West], 
Bandana Rai [SDM], 
Bishal Rai [SDPO] and 
all representatives 
from the Departments.

First review meeting held for I-Day celebration in West

Govt 
contemplating 
policy on 
hill region 
development: 
MoEF
N  D , A  4 (PTI): 
The government is con-
templating to bring a na-
tional policy for the devel-
opment of the Himalayan 
region, Environment Min-
ister Harsh Vardhan said 
in the Rajya Sabha today 
dismissing the need for 
a council for Jammu and 
Kashmir, Uttarakhand 
and Himachal Pradesh.

He said establishing 
a Council was not the 
solution for development 
and listed many schemes 
and programmes as well 
as projects in Himach-
al Pradesh, Jammu and 
Kashmir and Uttrakhand 
to prove his point.

Vardhan was reply-
ing to a debate on a pri-
vate members’ bill which 
provided for creation of a 
Central Himalayan States 
Development Council.

He said a compari-
son of human develop-
ment index data showed 
that despite 40 years of 
creation of North East-
ern Council, eight states 
- Arunachal Pradesh, 
Assam, Meghalaya, 
Mizoram, Manipur, Naga-
land, Sikkim and Tripura 
lagged much behind as 
compared to J&K, Ut-
tarakhand and Himachal 
Pradesh.

“Even without coun-
cil, we are paying proper 
attention to the devel-
opment of hilly states. If 
more need to be done, 
we will do it,” the minis-

turn to pg3
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Gangtok on 
Saturday, 
05 August

Temp: 28°C /19°C
Forecast: Cloudy 
with  a shower 
or thunderstorm 
in the area.
Sunrise: 05:01 AM
Sunset: 06:22 PM

HEALTH CHECK-UP CAMP AT DEVELOPMENT AREA
G , 04 A : Savera Foundation of Gangtok organized a health check up programme today at the ICDS in Development Area 
under the supervision of Dr VK Prasad [Homeopathic]. Thirty- ive patients bene itted from the camp which was conducted with 
the assistance of Anganwadi Worker, Ongmit Lepcha, and other Anganwadi Helpers, a press release informs.

NITESH R PRADHAN
G , 04 A :

Amiable, hardworking 
and con ident Peden 

Ongmu Namgyal was 
crowned Miss Sikkim 
2017 during the fourth 
edition of the beauty 
pageant held in Manan 
Kendra on 23 Jul.

In a brief conversa-
tion with SummitTimes, 
Ms Namgyal who hails 
from Gangtok spoke 
about her life after her 
success at the pageant.

Q) How has your life 
changed after winning 
the Miss Sikkim title?
- After winning the title 
of Miss Sikkim, I feel it 
is time now to get more 
serious in terms of pre-
paring myself for other 
pageants at the National 
level.

Q) What according to 

you is the main purpose 
of Miss Sikkim?
- According to me, the 
main purpose is not just 
your beauty. It is about 
hard work and being 
disciplined. It is about fo-
cusing on your strengths 
and polishing them. It is 
all about being con ident.

Q) How did you prepare 
yourself?
- I prepared myself by 
keeping myself aware of 
the current events and 
continuously trying to 
perfect myself in every 
way possible.

Q) Anything else you 
would like to share?
- I am extremely hap-
py! Being crowned Miss 
Sikkim 2017 has boost-
ed my con idence. I am 
thankful to God and my 
parents for their never 
ending support.

Beauty is all about con idence
says Miss Sikkim 2017

ter said.
He listed a number of 

schemes for the holistic 
development of the three 
states while mentioning 
that NITI Aaayog has also 
submitted a report on 12 
states.

Pradeep Tamta of the 
Congress later withdrew 
his bill.

In his reply, the minis-
ter said these three states 
were, not only much 
ahead in human develop-
ment index, but the gov-
ernment has announced 
several special packages 
for them that includes a 
Rs 80,000 crore package 
for Jammu & Kashmir.

He said that in terms 
of GDP too, Uttarakhand 
was far ahead.

Road and rail net-
works too were better 
in the three states four 
which a Council was be-
ing demanded.

Presenting a compa-
rision, the minister said 
Uttarakhand, Himachal 
Pradesh and Jammu & 
Kashmir have nation-
al highways network of 
1,991 km, 1,208 km and 
1,245 km, respectively, 
in comparision to bare-
ly a few hundred kms in 
North Eastern States.

Regarding the rail-
way lines network, he 
said while J&K, Himach-
al and Uttarakhand had 
networks of 96 kms, 
269 kms and 356 kms, 
the North Eastern states 

barely had a few kms.
He said in 2015, a 

special package was an-
nounced for J&K that in-
cludes Rs 42,611 crore for 
rail and highway network.

Besides, a Rs 12,000 
crore Char Dham project 
is being implemented in 
Uttarakhand for building 
900 km of highways af-
ter Kedarnath tragedy in 
2013.

The minister said Ut-
tarakhand also igured 
among seven most devel-
oped states and that 119 
research papers were 
awarded on these hill 
states.

Vardhan said he 
would also call a meeting 
of the members for their 
suggestions.

He said the country is 
providing leadership to 
the world on the climate 
change issue and mem-
bers should rest assured.

Earlier, while moving 
his bill for consideration 
and passing, Tamta said 
a new development au-
thority should be consti-
tuted taking into account 
the progress of the Hima-
layan region.

He said a separate min-
istry should be created in 
the central government for 
the Himalayan region on 
the lines of the one existing 
for the north east.

Jairam Ramesh 
(Cong) urged the govern-
ment to review the policy 
of hydel projects in the 
upper regions of Ganga, 

Bahagirathi and other 
rivers.

“I urge you to re-
look at policy on huydel 
progamme”, he said. Oth-
ers who particiapted in 
the discussion included 
V Reddy (YSR Congress), 
B K Hariprasad (Cong), 
Mahendra Singh Mahra 
(Cong) and Subbarami 
Reddy.

The reply later saw 
frequent interruptions 
by the Congress mem-
bers who urged the 
minister to cut short his 
reply, saying they were 
convinced and he should 
conclude.

Rajeev Shukla of Con-
gress quipped that mem-
bers would fall ill due to 
his long reply, triggering 
laughter in the House.

“The long reply is 
leading to development 
of fatigue,” he added.

Pramod Tiwari of 
Congress then made an-
other remark in a lighter 
vein directed at Vardhan. 
“You already prescribe 
allopathy. Now, please 
prescribe homeopathy,” 
Tiwari told Vardhan who 
is an ENT doctor. The 
minister then promised 
to cut short his reply.

“Because of the ho-
meopathy dose, I have 
to cut short my reply,” he 
said.

Later, the House was 
adjourned till Tuesday 
as Monday will be a holi-
day on account of Raksha 
Bandhan.

Govt contemplating policy on hill
region development: MoEF...

contd from pg02 K , A  4 (PTI): Nepal and China 
have initiated process for the joint devel-
opment of cross-border transmission lines 
which will pave the way for electricity trade 
between the two neighbours.

Nepal has sent a draft of the Memoran-
dum of Understanding (MoU) to the Chinese 
government for the joint development of the 
power transmission lines between the two 
countries, said a senior of icial at Nepal’s 
Energy Ministry. The power-line connectiv-
ity between the two countries will pave the 
way for power trade in the future between 
the two neighbours, China’s state-run Xin-

hua news agency reported.
Former Nepal Prime Minister K P Shar-

ma Oli had asked China to help in develop-
ing 400 KV cross-border transmission lines 
project at Rashuwagadi-Kerung border 
point during his of icial visit to the country 
in March 2016.

“In line with the understanding reached 
with Chinese side during the visit of former 
prime minister Oli, the MoU draft on mutu-
al cooperation in developing cross border 
transmission line was sent to China,” Dinesh 
Kumar Ghimire, spokesperson of the Energy 
Ministry, was quoted as saying by Xinhua.

“It has been around four months that we 
sent the draft and we are awaiting the re-
sponse from the Chinese side,” he said.

The government is still waiting for re-
sponse from the Chinese side. “After its i-
nalisation, the MoU could be signed during 
high-level visits between the two countries 
in the future,” the of icial said.

Nepal is considered one of the rich-
est countries in the world in terms of hy-
dro-power generation capacity. There are 
several hydro-power projects being devel-
oped in the bordering regions between Ne-
pal and China.

Nepal, China to develop cross-border
power transmission lines

10 lakh 
kids to play 
football on 
Sep 8 in 
Maharastra
M , A  4 (PTI): 
Ten lakh school students 
in Maharashtra will play 
football on September 8, 
ahead of the FIFA U-17 
World Cup, state sports 
minister Vinod Tawde 
said here today.

The FIFA U-17 World 
Cup is being held in India 
from October 6 to 28 this 
year. “The September 8 
event will be part of the 
Mission Million we are 
organising to mark the 
tournament,” the minis-
ter told reporters at Man-
tralaya here.

“On that day, the en-
tire Maharashtra will 
turn into one happy play-
ground,” he added.

“One lakh footballs 
have been distributed in 
one over 30,000 schools 
in Maharashtra as part 
of Mission Million,” the 
minister said.

“Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi has called for 
ushering in sports culture 
in the country and we are 
organising the Mission 
Million event in response 
to his appeal,” Tawde said.

A football tourna-
ment for legislators is 
also being organised next 
week, Tawde said.

Two teams, called the 
Speaker’s Eleven and the 
Chairman’s Eleven will 
compete in it, the minis-
ter added.

B  (UP), 
A  4 (PTI): Four fresh 
incidents of chopping 
of women’s braids were 
reported from different 
parts of the district here 
in the past 24 hours, po-
lice said today.

Two cases of braid 
chopping were reported 
from Younuspur village 
where Bilkish (45) and 
Jaishree (24) claimed 
that their plaits were 
cut off, SP (City) Praveen 
Ranjan said.

A similar case has 
also been reported in Sa-
lempur Jat village where 
a 45-year-old woman 

claimed that her braid 
was chopped off, the of i-
cer said.

In Khurja town here, 
a class ninth student 
while returning from her 
tuition this morning be-
came another victim of 
braid chopping, Ranjan 
said.

He said the police 
have not yet received any 
written complaint re-
lated to these incidents. 
“This is an organised pro-
paganda,” the SP added.

Similar cases have 
been reported in neigh-
bouring states in the past 
couple of days.

Four fresh
braid-chopping 

incidents emerge 
in UP

K , A  4 (PTI): Acting 
Chief Justice of Calcutta High Court 
Nishita Mhatre today expressed 
anguish at non- appointment of 
judges in the high court, saying the 
court was constrained for time as 
it was functioning at less than half 
of its sanctioned strength.

“The high court has done its 
part (its collegium has sent rec-
ommendation of names). The Su-
preme Court has also done every-
thing, but the central government 
is yet to clear appointment of new 
judges at the high court,” Justice 
Mhatre said.

“It is easy to criticise the judi-
ciary for the public and the law-
yers, but what can the court do? 
We do not have the time owing to 
lack of judges,” a visibly perturbed 
Justice Mhatre noted when a senior 
counsel said that delay in hearing a 
PIL moved by him would amount 
to denial of justice to thousands of 
students.

“What have you done to push 
for the cause? You (lawyers) resort 

to ceasework instead,” he said.
On a query by Justice Mhatre to 

Additional Solicitor General Kau-
shik Chanda as to what the Centre 
was doing to expedite appoint-
ment of judges in the high court, 
he said, “It is under consideration.”

At this, the acting Chief Justice 
wanted to know “for how long” as 
the last appointment in this high 
court was made more than one 
and a half years ago.

Criticising the Centre for de-
laying the appointment of judg-
es, another division bench of the 
high court had on July 12 warned 
of “appropriate action” if urgent 
steps were not taken on it.

“Immediate action is called for 
to appoint maximum number of 
judges to prevent the justice deliv-
ery system from collapsing, which 
seems to be imminent,” a division 
bench of justices Dipankar Dutta 
and D P Dey said, pointing out that 
the functional strength of judges in 
the high court was 34 compared 
with a sanctioned strength of 72.

“In course of the next month, 
three judges and by November 
8, 2017, another four judges, in-
cluding the Hon’ble Acting Chief 
Justice, would lay down of ice,” the 
bench said.

“In February next year, three 
more judges would retire.

If no judge is appointed by Feb-
ruary 11, the vacancy would rise to 
nearly 66 per cent,” the bench had 
observed.

Acting Chief Justice of Calcutta
High Court Nishita Mhatre
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You Are a Lucky
Winner!

Until you are not… Awareness the only
defence against online scams

It is confounding that people still manage to get 
conned by online scamsters playing out the most 

dated of frauds. As per Sikkim Police, in the latest in-
stance, a lady parted with around Rs 3,00,000 after a 
person she befriended on facebook reeled out a pa-
tient entrapment which ended with him sending her 
a “gift” which was conveniently stuck at Customs and 
then a Customs “of icial” called her to settle some dues 
and have the gift “released”. By the time the lady wiz-
ened up, she had drained Rs 3 lakhs from her bank 
account. This ruse is older even than Facebook and 
had proliferated when the world was just warming 
up to emails. The cons which now begin with a friend 
request, most temptingly from a western country ad-
dress, used to earlier arrive in the inbox. These emails 
and friend requests are carpet-bombed across stolen 
ids and even if a small percentage of the recipients 
are gullible enough, the cheats pocket handsome re-
wards. They are slick, and once they have made their 
social-media friends part with their phone numbers, 
their power to convince becomes that much stronger. 

Of course, most of these cons rely on greed to reel 
victims in, and yes, it has a lot to do inherent gullibil-
ity and the adrenaline rush of keyboard adventurism. 
One could also argue that there cannot be any fool-
proof defences erected to protect people against their 
own ignorance or greed. And this last part rings true 
to an extent since some really dated cons continue to 
remain effective. But this cannot be accepted as an ex-
cuse to not to do more about making the online space 
safer. There are simply too many people spending a lot 
of time online and this demands for more concerted 
efforts to work out stronger and more effective secu-
rity measures. Even more so because it is no longer 
just money that is at risk. Earlier last week, a teenager 
jumped to his death in Mumbai. It is feared that he did 
so as part of an online game which so overwhelms the 
minds of its players that it has convinced many to con-
tinue playing right till the end – a suicide instigated 
by the game’s controller. Readers will also be aware of 
how social media is being used not just to stay in touch, 
but also to promote distasteful ideologies and even re-
cruit seemingly “normal” people, especially youth and 
women, into cults and terror out its. And then there 
is the luring of bored youngsters into relationships 
which could end with disastrous consequences.

So yes, the need to generate much wider and much 
more effective awareness against the brainwashing 
skills being deployed online has become desperate-
ly urgent now. The governments will prefer to have 
more control (read deeper surveillance) over people’s 
activities online, but that is not only mischievous, but 
also impractically ill-advised. Social Media and its me-
diums are evolving at too fast a clip for government 
agencies to keep up and the numbers too huge to al-
low for any monitoring. What is required is a more 
effective awareness. For such an effort to have even a 
remote chance of being successful, it will have to be 
funded by the government and planned, carried out 
and sustained for genuine interest groups. Sikkim 
could de initely ind such a group. It should ind them, 
and then task them with the responsibility to draw 
up an awareness plan that will resonate and speak 
to those at risk online. Don’t try something on these 
lines and the horrors of online scams and cons will get 
much worse than just some lakhs lost to naivette.

LUIS GÓMEZ ROMERO
theconversation.com

The National Palace in Mexico City has been 
home for Mexican ruling classes since the Aztec 

empire. Its main courtyard is adorned with a foun-
tain crowned by a baroque sculpture of Pegasus, 
the winged mythological stallion. Pegasus has thus 
presided over the centre of power in Mexico since 
1625.

It was Enrico Martínez (1560-1632), a cosmog-
rapher who worked for King Phillip II of Spain, who 
chose the Pegasus constellation as the cosmic ruler 
of Mexico’s destiny, recalling that Pegasus created 
a spring whose waters protected the muses and 
“made men wise.”

Mexico could use a little more Pegasus these 
days. Last month, the New York Times raised a 
ruckus in Mexico and abroad when it revealed that 
President Enrique Peña Nieto’s administration was 
using sophisticated spyware to keep watch over 
prominent journalists and human rights activists 
in the country.

#SPYINGGOVERNMENT, OR THE AU-
TOCRAT’S APPRENTICE

The spyware – known paradoxically as Pegasus – 
collects all communications of a targeted smart-
phone if the recipient opens a malicious link sent 
via text message. It is purportedly meant for ight-
ing criminal organisations, such as drug cartels, 
and terrorism.

The report spotlighted by the New York Times, 
which was also distributed through social net-
works under the hashtag #GobiernoEspía (#Spy-
ingGovernment), was prepared by the Mexican 
NGOs Artículo 19, R3D and SocialTic, with support 
from the Canada-based Citizen Lab. It alleges that 
the Mexican government purchased over US$80 
million worth of the spyware from the Israeli NSO 
Group.

Over 76 text messages containing the Pegasus 
malware were sent to members of the internation-
al team investigating the disappearance of 43 stu-
dents in Ayotzinapa, Guerrero, in 2014, lobbyists 
working on anti-corruption legislation and to Peña 
Nieto’s political opponents.

Critical journalists were targeted, too. Among 
them was Carmen Aristegui, the reporter who ex-
posed the biggest government corruption case to 
date when she uncovered that Peña Nieto’s wife, 
Angélica Rivera, had purchased a lavish mansion 
in one of the most expensive areas of Mexico City. 
Aristegui’s underage son was also a victim of at-
tempted espionage.

The texted spyware links were accompa-
nied by personalised messages of intimidation 
or insinuation, many of them sexual in tone. 
Some people received crude taunts; others, ac-
cusations of leaked sex tapes.The scandal has 
marked a new low for the crisis-ridden Mexi-
can government. In a June 22 press conference, 
Peña Nieto acknowledged that his government 
had bought Pegasus, but denied that it had or-
dered the surveillance.

THE AUTHORITARIAN’S NEW CLOTHES
This is neither the irst nor the only case in which 
the citizens of an allegedly democratic country 
have recently been betrayed by technological tools 
that are supposedly designed to protect them.

Former US president Barack Obama, for ex-
ample, created one of the most intrusive sur-
veillance apparatus in the world, a reminder 
that the nexus between safety and liberty is del-

icate and violable.
Peña Nieto’s Revolutionary Institutional Par-

ty (PRI), which ruled Mexico unstopped for seven 
decades, also has prior experience in exercising 
untrammelled violence over its opponents. For any 
Mexican born before 2000, there is something un-
cannily familiar about the turning Pegasus into a 
Mexican Big Brother.

In 1947, under the PRI presdient Miguel 
Alemán Valdés (1946-1952), the Dirección Federal 
de Seguridad (Federal Security Directorate, DFS) 
was created with the duty of preserving the inter-
nal stability of Mexico against subversion and ter-
rorist threats.

According to Peter Dale Scott, “the DFS was in 
part a CIA creation”, and it soon became a formi-
dable tool for sustaining authoritarian and corrupt 
governments in Mexico.

Throughout the Cold War and after, an unset-
tled period that in Mexico is often referred to as 
the Guerra Sucia (1954-2000), the DFS was a key 
element in the con lict between the US-backed PRI 
governments and the left-wing student and guer-
rilla groups it was ighting, particularly during the 
1960s and 1970s.

Under the consecutive presidencies of Luis 
Echeverría (1970-1976) and José López Portillo 
(1976-1982), espionage was a crucial tool for 
both identifying opponents of the Mexican state 
and hiding or eliminating the information that 
would have made the government accountable 
for its actions.

This history was hidden away for years. In 2003, 
president Vicente Fox, the irst non-PRI president 
to rule the country in 70 years, requested a report 
on the Mexican government’s counter-insurgency 
actions during the Dirty War.

The inal document stated that over the course 
of a half century the Mexican army had “kidnapped, 
tortured, and killed hundreds of rebel suspects”, 
accusing the state of genocide.

FALSE ACCUSATIONS
The Pegasus scandal thus marks the second time in 

15 years that Mexican citizens have learnt the dan-
gers of unfettered state intrusion into their private 
lives.

Under Mexican law, any intervention on pri-
vate communications must be authorised by a 
judge in cases that involve grave crimes. So, in his 
June press conference on the subject, Peña Nieto 
promised an investigation into the misuse of the 
spyware.

Then he moved onto threats, warning that the 
attorney general’s of ice would “apply the law 
against those who have levelled false accusations 
against the government”.

The reaction was bald shock.
“This not the expected behaviour of the head 

of state of a young democracy,” Juan Pardinas, the 
head of the Mexican Institute for Competitiveness, 
who was a hacking target, told the New York Times. 
“This is the statement of an apprentice of Vladimir 
Putin.”

Peña Nieto later said he misspoke and did not 
intend to threaten anyone.

“What I said,” he clari ied, “was precisely to fol-
low up on the criminal complaints that some activ-
ists have iled regarding this supposed spying.”

Even this recanting avoids directly respond-
ing to Pardinas’ critique of the implications of 
using spyware to monitor individuals that the 
Mexican government finds inconvenient or un-
comfortable.

It is now impossible to see Pegasus ruling over 
the National Palace and take to heart its aspiration-
al motto: ic itur ad astra, thus one goes to the stars. 
For nearly a century, what this mythological crea-
ture has embodied is Mexican authoritarianism, 
the legacy of a state that vows to protect its citizens 
by exercising violence over them.

If Mexicans want to recover the 17th-centu-
ry promise of Pegasus, they must irmly reject its 
modern reincarnation. Democracy is a fragile thing, 
and no one can buy safety by sacri icing liberty.

[the writer is Senior Lecturer in Hu-
man Rights, Constitutional Law and Le-

gal Theory, University of Wollongong]

For Many Mexicans, This Government
Spying Scandal Feels Eerily Familiar

Pegasus statue in front of the Palacio de Bellas Artes, Mexico City.

FRANÇOISE BAYLIS
theconversation.com

Shoukhrat Mitalipov, a reproduc-
tive biologist at Oregon Health 

and Science University, is nothing 
if not a pioneer. In 2007, his team 
published proof-of-principle re-
search in primates showing it was 
possible to derive stem cells from 
cloned primate embryos. In 2013, 
his team was the irst to create hu-
man embryonic stem cells by clon-
ing. Now, in 2017, his team has re-
ported safely and effectively mod-
ifying human embryos with the 
MYBPC3 mutation (which causes 
myocardial disease) using the gene 
editing technique CRISPR.

Mitalipov’s team is not the irst 
to genetically modify human em-
bryos. This was irst accomplished 
in 2015 by a group of Chinese scien-
tists led by Junjiu Huang. Mitalipov’s 
team, however, may be the irst to 
demonstrate basic safety and ef ica-
cy using the CRISPR technique.

This has serious implications 
for the ethics debate on human 
germline modi ication which in-
volves inserting, deleting or re-
placing the DNA of human sperm, 
eggs or embryos to change the 
genes of future children.

ETHICALLY 
CONTROVERSIAL

Those who support human em-
bryo research will argue that 
Mitalipov’s research to alter 
human embryos is ethically ac-
ceptable because the embryos 
were not allowed to develop 
beyond 14 days (the widely 
accepted international limit on 
human embryo research) and 
because the modi ied embry-
os were not used to initiate a 
pregnancy. They will also point 
to the future potential bene it 
of correcting defective genes 
that cause inherited disease.

This research is ethically con-
troversial, however, because it is 
a clear step on the path to making 
heritable modi ications - genetic 
changes that can be passed down 
through subsequent generations.
BEYOND SAFETY AND EFFICACY
Internationally, UNESCO has called 
for a ban on human germline gene 
editing. And the “Convention for 
the Protection of Human Rights 
and Dignity of the Human Being 
with regard to the Application of 
Biology and Medicine” – the Ovie-
do Convention – speci ies that “an 
intervention seeking to modify the 

human genome may only be un-
dertaken for preventive, diagnos-
tic or therapeutic purposes and 
only if its aim is not to introduce 
any modi ication in the genome of 
any descendants.”

In a move away from the po-
sitions taken by UNESCO and in-
cluded in the Oviedo Convention, 
in 2015 the 12-person Organizing 
Committee of the irst Internation-
al Summit on Human Gene Editing 
(of which I was a member) issued 
a statement endorsing basic and 
preclinical gene editing research 
involving human embryos.

The statement further stipulat-
ed, however, that: “It would be irre-

sponsible to proceed with any clin-
ical use of germline editing unless 
and until (i) the relevant safety and 
ef icacy issues have been resolved, 
based on appropriate understand-
ing and balancing of risks, potential 
bene its, and alternatives, and (ii) 
there is broad societal consensus 
about the appropriateness of the 
proposed application.”

Mitalipov’s research aims to 
address the irst condition about 
safety and ef icacy. But what of the 
second condition which effectively 
recognizes that the human genome 
belongs to all of us and that it is 
not for scientists or other elites to 
decree what should or should not 

happen to it?
MODIFICATION ENDORSED

Since the 2015 statement was 
issued, many individuals and 
groups have tried to set aside 
the recommendation calling 
for a broad societal consensus.

For example, in February 
2017, the U.S. National Academy 
of Sciences and National Acade-
my of Medicine published a re-
port endorsing germline modi-
ication. It states unequivocally 

that “clinical trials using her-
itable germline genome editing 
should be permitted” provided 

the research is only for compelling 
reasons and under strict oversight 
limiting uses of the technology to 
speci ied criteria.

SEEDS OF CHANGE IN CANADA
In Canada, it is illegal to modify hu-
man germ cells. Altering “the ge-
nome of a cell of a human being or 
in vitro embryo such that the alter-
ation is capable of being transmit-
ted to descendants” is among the 
activities prohibited in the 2004 
Assisted Human Reproduction Act.

Worried that “Canadian re-
searchers may fall behind on the 
international scene” and that “re-
strictive research policies may 

lead to medical tourism,” the Cana-
dian Institutes for Health Research 
(with input from the Canadian 
Stem Cell Network) has begun to 
plant the seeds of change.

In its Human Germline Gene Ed-
iting report, CIHR hints at the ben-
e its of changing the legislation. It 
also suggests professional self-reg-
ulation and research funding guide-
lines could replace the current fed-
eral statutory prohibition.

FUTURE OF THE SPECIES
With Mitalipov’s technological ad-
vances and increasing suggestions 
from researchers that heritable 
modi ications to human embryos 
be permitted, it is essential that 
citizens be given opportunities to 
think through the ethical issues 
and to work towards broad socie-
tal consensus.

We are talking about nothing 
less than the future of the hu-
man species. No decisions about 
the modi ication of the germline 
should be made without broad so-
cietal consultation.

Nothing about us without us!
[the writer is Professor 

and Canada Research Chair 
in Bioethics and Philoso-

phy, Dalhousie University]

Human Genome Editing: We should all have a say
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GJM MLAs 
not to attend 
monsoon 
session of WB 
Assembly
K , A  4 (PTI): 
All the three Gorkha 
Janmukti Morcha MLAs 
have decided not to at-
tend the monsoon ses-
sion of the state Assem-
bly which began today, 
due to the inde inite 
shutdown in Darjeeling 
hills.

“As the inde inite 
shutdown in the hills is 
on for the last 51 days, 
we have decided not to 
attend the ongoing ses-
sion of the assembly,” 
GJM MLA from Darjeeling 
constituency Amar Singh 
Rai told PTI.

“Being elected repre-
sentatives, we have some 
duty towards the people 
of our constituencies,” he 
said.

Rai, however, said 
that the move was not a 
“boycott” of the Assem-
bly session and the MLAs 
would inform the speak-
er about the reason for 
their absence.

Apart from Amar 
Singh Rai, Rohit Shar-
ma and Sarita Rai are 
the two other GJM MLAs 
from Kurseong and Ka-
limpong constituencies 
respectively.

D  (WB), A  4 
(PTI): As the inde inite shut-
down in the Darjeeling hills 
entered the 51st day, the Yuva 
Morcha of the GJM today shot 
off letters to the prime minis-
ter, president and Union home 
minister, urging their inter-
vention to resolve the crisis.

Meanwhile, the ban on the 

Internet services in the hills, 
imposed on June 18, was ex-
tended till August 14 by the 
district administration.

“We have written to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, Pres-
ident Ram Nath Kovind and 
Union Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh, requesting them to im-
mediately intervene to solve 

the ongoing crisis in the hills. 
We feel our demand for a sepa-
rate state of Gorkhaland should 
be respected,” Yuva Morcha 
president Prakash Gurung said.

He added that the Centre 
could not “sit idle” when the 
workers of his out it were on 
an inde inite hunger strike 
for 15 days.

Twelve activists of the Yuva 
Morcha, the youth wing of 
the Gorkha Janmukti Morcha 
(GJM), are observing a fast-un-
to- death over the separate 
state demand since July 21.

Meanwhile, Darjeeling 
District Magistrate Joyoshi 
Das Gupta told PTI, “We have 
decided to extend the ban on 

the Internet services for 10 
more days. Although, no fresh 
incident of violence has been 
reported, the GJM is resorting 
to threatening the people.”

The GJM today took out 
rallies, demanding restoration 
of the Internet services and an 
immediate withdrawal of po-
lice personnel from the hills.

No incident of violence 
was reported from the area 
since last night, but the police 
and security personnel kept 
up their vigil.

Barring the pharmacies, 
all other shops, business es-
tablishments, schools and col-
leges remained closed in the 
hills.

Shutdown in Darj hills enters 51st day, GJYM writes to PM, Prez

Mamata 
noti ies 
180 days of 
maternity 
leave for 
all female 
employees
K , A  4 (PTI): 
The Mamata Banerjee 
government has decid-
ed to sanction materni-
ty leave for a maximum 
period of 180 days for 
all categories of female 
contractual employees 
engaged directly by the 
state government.

In a noti ication is-
sued by the West Ben-
gal government Finance 
(Audit) department, it 
was declared that all 
categories of female 
contractual employees 
including software per-
sonnel engaged directly 
by the state government 
departments and direc-
torates will get materni-
ty leave for a maximum 
period of 180 days.

These employees 
will also get a leave of 42 
days in case of abortion 
or miscarriage, the noti-
ication said yesterday.

“During the period of 
such leave, female con-
tractual employees will 
get contractual remuner-
ation as per terms and 
conditions of the con-
tract,” it added.

The order will be ef-
fective from this July.

Kolkata, Aug 4 (PTI): Even as 
India and China remain en-
gaged in a standoff at Doka-
lam, the Chinese Consul-Gen-
eral here today said peace and 
tranquility along the border 
are valuable to both countries 
and they should focus on areas 
of shared interest.

Ma Zhanwu expressed hope 
that the current “situation will 
be dealt with in a rational, ob-
jective and constructive way so 
that the issue can be sorted out 
as soon as possible”.

He said China and India 
have differences and problems, 
but yet their shared interests 
are far more important.

“There are always differ-
ences, problems (between 
nations). It’s just like broth-
ers and sisters. If you have 
a brother or a sister you will 
have differences. You might 

have differences with your 
parents as well. But that 
doesn’t mean you cannot get 
along with them. That doesn’t 
mean you totally stop dealing 

with your brother on other is-
sues,” he said.

He said the two countries 
should focus on where they 
can cooperate and work hard 

to expand their cooperation, 
their mutual bene its.

“Peace and tranquility 
along the India-China border 
are valuable to both China and 

India,” Ma told reporters here.
His comments come after 

his country’s defence minis-
try’s warning late last night 
that its ‘restraint’ has a “bot-
tom line”.

The reaction of the Chinese 
defence ministry had come a 
day after India’s External Af-
fairs Ministry in a statement 
said peace and tranquility 
along the India-China bound-
ary constituted the important 
prerequisite for a smooth de-
velopment of bilateral rela-
tionship.

Asked to comment on In-
dia’s action on the issue, Ma 
said, “I am not someone to play 
a judge here, but the Chinese 
government has published a 
document on August 2 and it 
has said everything that the 
Chinese government wants to 
say.”

Border peace, tranquility valuable 
to both nations: Chinese consul

KoPT offers
sops to boost 

container
cargo to Nepal

K , A  4 (PTI): In order to boost more con-
tainer cargo to Nepal, Kolkata Port Trust has decided 
to offer sops from August eight for six months.

“KoPT has decided to offer some sops like all road 
bound container imports will be granted a 10 days 
rent free period in docks, road bound containers will 
also be allowed to stay in docks up to 15 days for di-
rect delivery on payment of ground rate as per Scale 
of Rate (SoR),” KoPT deputy chairman Kolkata Docks 
S Balaji Arunkumar said.

“The 10 days rent free period in docks will begin 
from Agust 8 for a period of six months subject to re-
view. This was a demand since long from the Nepal 
trade,” he said.

All rail bound container imports will continue to 
enjoy at 20 days rent free period in docks, he added.

These were decided in a recent meeting with the 
Nepal Custom House Agents Association by the river-
ine dock of icials.

The meeting was attended by all major lines serv-
ing Nepal Trade (APL, OOCL, YANGMING, Samudera, 
PIL and others), beside CONCOR.

Similar bene it was also extended from Haldia 
Docks also, KoPT of icials and it is expected to boost 
container traf ic to Nepal from this port.

Last iscal some 74,000 containers meant for Ne-
pal trade were handled by KoPT.

Assam
Ri les seizes 
drugs 
worth Rs 
93 lakhs
I , A  4 (PTI): 
The Assam Ri les (AR) 
seized drugs worth Rs 
93 lakh and apprehend-
ed a drugs peddler from 
Tengnoupal district, AR 
sources said today.

The illegal drugs 
were found concealed 
in a van, during regular 
checking at Khudengtha-
bi check post along the 
Imphal-Moreh highway 
at the hill district of 
Tengnoupal yesterday, 
an Assam Ri les release 
said.

The apprehended 
peddler has been identi-
ied as 45-year-old Paok-

hongam Haokip hailing 
from the Indo-Myanmar 
border town of Moreh.

He has been hand-
ed over to Moreh police 
station for taking up fur-
ther actions, the release 
added.

K , A  4 (PTI): 
Churches in Nagaland 
today organised a mo-
torbike rally to spread 
the message: “Election is 
a sacred duty for Chris-
tians”. The state assem-
bly election is due early 
next year.

The apex church body 
Nagaland Baptist Church 
Council (NBCC) support-
ed by other Christian 
organisations have been 
holding awareness cam-

paigns to have a cleaner 
election.

Today’s rally covered 
over 150 km in districts 
of Mokokchung, Zunhe-
boto, Wokha and Kohima 
along the National High-
way-2 and reached Kohi-
ma this evening.

The bikers encour-
aged people not to in-
dulge in selling of votes 
and also to utilise only 
voter identity card.

Clean Election is not 

a very dif icult task if 
the candidates agree not 
to buy votes and people 
desist from selling votes, 
said Convener of NBCC 
Clean Election Campaign 
Core Committee Rev Dr 
Mar Atsongchanger.

He said Clean Elec-
tion Campaign is neither 
against nor in support 
of any political party, 
but it is a movement to 
achieve a cleaner elec-
tion process.

Bike rally in Nagaland for 
‘cleaner election’
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D , A  4 (PTI): 
Congress vice president 
Rahul Gandhi’s car was 
pelted with stones today 
during his visit to this 
lood-affected town in 

Gujarat but he escaped 
unhurt, police said.

He had to cut short 
his address to a gathering 
at Lal Chowk area of Dha-
nera in Banaskantha dis-
trict as black lags were 
waved at him by some of 
those who turned up for 
the meeting.

The glass pane at the 
rear of the car, in which 
Rahul was seated on his 
way to the helipad in 
Dhanera from Lal Chowk, 
was shattered in the at-
tack, a police of icial said.

However, Rahul did 
not suffer any injury and 
moved on to his next ven-
ue, Runi village in Thara 
taluka, where he assert-
ed his party is not going 
to be cowed down by 
stone pelting.

“Won’t step back be-
cause of black lags, Na-
rendra Modi slogans or 
stones,” he said at a gath-
ering in Runi.

“We have detained 

the man who threw the 
stone on the vehicle of 
Rahul Gandhi,” Banas-
kantha Superintendent 
of Police Neeraj Badgujar 
said.

“Right from helipad, 
police had offered him 
bullet proof vehicle. After 
getting down from he-
licopter, he took bullet- 
proof vehicle. Later, he 
got down from that ve-
hicle and took a car of a 
Congress party worker,” 
the of icial said.

“Police, convoy mar-
shal and SPG urged him 
repeatedly to take bul-
let-proof car for sake of 
security, but he instead 
took the vehicle provided 
by the party,” he further 
said.

“Police had provid-
ed all the security, but 
he (Rahul Gandhi) was 
repeatedly stopping the 
car, even at some sensi-
tive places. He even met 
unknown people on the 
way,” Badgujar said, in-
dicating that he broke all 
security protocol.

“We will register an 
FIR and investigate the 
case,” he said, adding, 

none was injured in the 
attack.

The incident sparked 
immediate protest 
from the Congress with 
the party spokesman 
spokesperson Abhishek 
Manu Singhvi in New 
Delhi saying BJP “goons” 
carried out the “dastard-
ly” attack.

Earlier, Rahul was 
heckled by protesters 
and shown black lags 
as soon he started his 
speech at Lal Chowk and 
he left in a huff.

Some of the people 
who gathered at the spot 
also raised slogans hail-
ing Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi.

“Yesterday, I was in 
Assam, today I am visit-
ing Rajasthan and Guja-
rat,” he said and minutes 
later the protest began.

“I wanted to be 
among you when your 
villages are looded, 
when people have died 
in your homes. I wanted 
to meet you and embrace 
you. I want to tell you I 
and the Congress party 
are with you,” he said.

“We do not have (a 

Congress) government at 
the Centre or in the state. 
But I and my party work-
ers are standing with you 
in this hour of need,” he 
said.

The 47-year-old Con-
gress MP abruptly ended 
his speech and left the 
stage at Dhanera.

Later, addressing a 
gathering at Runi village 
of Thara taluka of same 
district Rahul said that 
they will not be deterred 
by such attacks.

“You are welcome 
here, so are those who 
were shouting slogans 
for Modiji. During my 
earlier speech (at Dha-
nera) four people came, 
showed black lags. Later, 
some threw stone.

Recently, when I 
reached here another 
four more people came 
and showed black lags, 
so I thought, let’s see 
how strong they are,” he 
told villagers.

“I came out of the ve-
hicle and went towards 
them. They were 8-10 
people, they ran away. 
The truth is that they are 
cowards,” he said.

On visit to lood-hit Gujarat, Rahul’s car attacked
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N  D , A  4 (PTI): 
India’s Manju Kumari 
clinched the bronze med-
al in women’s 59kg cate-
gory of the Junior World 
Wrestling Championship 
in Tampere, Finland here.

Manju registered a 
2-0 victory over Ilona 
Prokopevniuk of Ukraine 
in her bronze medal 
play-off bout last night to 
inish on the podium.

En-route to her third-
place inish, Manju had 
started off her campaign 
with a dominating 5-1 
victory over Bulgaria’s 

Aleksandrina Nikolae-
va Kashinova in the 1/8 
stage, before she was 
outclassed 0-10 by Ja-
pan’s Yuzuru Kumano in 
her quarter inal round.

However, with the Jap-
anese girl advancing to the 
inal of 59kg, Manju got 

another life in the form of 
repechage and she did not 
waste the opportunity.

In her repechage 
bout, Manju got the 
better of Tianna Grace 
Kennett of Canada 
4-0 to storm into the 
bronze-medal play-offs.

Manju wins bronze at 
Jr World Wrestling

P , A  4 (AFP): 
Football legend Pele con-
gratulated Neymar on 
his world record move to 
Paris Saint Germain, tell-
ing his successor in the 
famed Brazilian number 
10 shirt: “Good luck for 
your new challenge”.

“Paris is a beautiful 

city and one of my favou-
rites in the world,” three-
time World Cup winner 
Pele wrote on Twitter.

Neymar penned a 
ive-year deal with PSG 

yesterday after complet-
ing his record 222 mil-
lion euros transfer from 
Barcelona.

Pele wishes Neymar
‘good luck’

M  S
N  D , A  4 (PTI): Desert-
ed roads, empty classrooms and 
shuttered doors behind which 
hide women and children too 
scared to step out. Kanganheri is 
a village spooked after three of its 
women reported that their braids 
had been chopped while they were 
sleeping.

The village on the edge of 
southwest Delhi - separated by not 
just a few kilometres but an entire 
world from the plush malls and 
much vaunted higher educational 
institutes of the national capital - 
is not alone in its panic.

It started off with isolated re-
ports of women’s hair, particularly 
braids, being chopped while they 
were sleeping or unconscious. But 
the numbers are increasing each 
day with some 30 odd cases be-
ing reported, mostly from villages 
in Rajasthan, Haryana, Delhi and 
western Uttar Pradesh.

Bogeyman, black magic or 
good ol’ thievery..the theories 
are many as the hysteria spreads, 
blurring the boundaries between 
superstition and crime in a largely 
rural belt.

In Kanganheri, like in other 
villages, the discourse centres 
around black magic and sorcery 
after three women became un-
conscious following a splitting 

headache and woke up with their 
braids on the loor.

Suspense and fear hang heavy 
in the air with most villagers not 
sending their kids to school and 
women con ined to their homes.

Manoj, whose 55-year-old 
mother Sridevi, lost her hair, is 
convinced the police is simply try-
ing to put the blame on a person 
while it is in fact “Bengali black 
magic” in play.

“For one moment, I will believe 
that it is a man roaming around 
cutting women’s braids, but how 

do you explain the same thing hap-
pening at so many places simulta-
neously?” asked the 32-year-old.

Sridevi, he said, had com-
plained of a headache after re-
turning from feeding cattle in the 
neighbourhood. When she woke 
up from a nap, her hair was gone.

“Bhagat ji”, an astrologer, was 
the go-to man. He told Manoj that 
a tantric from Bengal had sent his 
followers to “bind the village in-
side a magical circle”.

“My mother, who is active usu-
ally, is feeling so weak now. The 

tantric has stolen her strength 
from her body through her braid,” 
Manoj, who runs an electrical re-
pair shop in the village, told PTI.

Most villagers have covered the 
outside walls of their homes with 
henna handprints, along with the 
lime, chillies and neem leaves to 
ward off evil spirits.

Roshanlal Yadav, whose wife 
Munesh Devi, also 55 like Sridevi, 
found her hair cut, said they don’t 
want to leave anything to chance.

“Some elders of the village told 
us to put handprints, then some-

body said wash them off. And some 
others said hang neem leaves on 
the entrance, we are doing every-
thing that can be done,” he said.

Fantastical stories -- including 
one of a woman seeing a cat turn-
ing into a person before she lost 
consciousness and another seeing 
a man in red-yellow clothes carry-
ing a trident - have been doing the 
rounds in the belt.

As the delirium spreads with 
the supernatural dominating the 
discussion, police and psycholo-
gists are weighing in with their 
theories.

The theft theory doesn’t seem 
to work because family members 
of the victims said nothing had 
been stolen from their houses - not 
even the hair - admitted a police 
of icial.

With more such incidents be-
ing reported every day, of icials 
said they are still searching for 
clues and awaiting results from fo-
rensic experts.

A team from the Institute of 
Human Behaviour and Allied Sci-
ences (IHBAS) visited Kanganheri 
village on Wednesday.

According to IHBAS director 
Nimesh Desai, it is “too early to 
have an opinion, but one of the 
many possibilities could be facti-
tious disorder”, a condition where 
a person fabricates or exaggerates 

physical or psychological symp-
toms.

“Diagnosis or impressions like 
factitious disorder should be made 
very carefully.

“But it becomes more compli-
cated and delicate when my belief 
system or behaviour is rooted in 
something my community and/
or my subculture believes,” Desai 
said, doubting the possibility of 
factitious disorder at a mass level.

It is possible theoretically that 
“an individual starts believing in 
a ictional scenario, but mass hys-
teria in factitious disorder is very 
uncommon if not rare”.

Incidents of mass hysteria are 
not new to India.

In May 2001, over 100 in-
stances of attacks by a mysterious 
“monkey man” were reported.

With descriptions ranging from 
a hairy creature wearing metal hel-
met, metal claws and glowing red 
eyes to an eight- feet-tall creature, 
the monkey man hysteria spread 
from Delhi to neighbouring Uttar 
Pradesh and Haryana.

In September 1995, idols of the 
Hindu god Ganesha were reported 
to be drinking milk. Before it was 
refuted as simple capillary action 
by scientists across the world, peo-
ple had already queued up outside 
temples all over the world claim-
ing it to be a miracle.

Bogeyman, black magic or good ol’ thievery, ‘braid plot’ thickens

S , A  4 (AFP): Austra-
lian cricket must never again 
embark on such an acrimonious 
pay row, the players’ union says, 
after a bruising months-long 
dispute that rattled the sport 
was inally resolved.

The bad-tempered stand-
off, that has badly damaged re-
lations between cricketers and 
the governing body, came to a 
head on Thursday with the play-
ers walking away the winners.

“We congratulate the play-
ers who have bravely made the 
case in the public domain. It will 
be important that they are re-
spected for having the courage 
of their convictions,” said Aus-
tralian Cricketers’ Association 
president Greg Dyer.

But he said there was now “a 
reality to confront”.

“Yes, we’ve arrived at a great 
place but the game must never 
again take this same route. The 
players did not choose this route 
and did not enjoy being on it,” he 
said.

“In fact, the players resented 
it deeply. This was not a ight the 

players started. The players de-
fended themselves as is fair and 
as is their right.”

The row was sparked by 
Cricket Australia attempting to 
scrap the revenue-sharing deal 
that has governed players’ sala-
ries since their irst memoran-
dum of understanding was bro-
kered 20 years ago.

Players had been paid a per-
centage of gross revenue for the 
past two decades, and they ar-
gued that changing the system 
would make them employees 
rather than partners with incen-
tives to grow the game.

CA wanted to pay them from 
a set pool instead, with only 
surplus revenue shared, to give 
it more cash to invest in grass-
roots programs and facilities.

In the end, after months of 
mud-slinging and with broad-
casters and sponsors applying 
pressure, the players came out 
on top in a ive-year agreement 
worth an estimated Aus 500 
million (USD 396 million).

Not only did they retain the 
revenue-sharing model they had 
been ighting for, but they got 
a greater share, with women 
cricketers included for the irst 

time.
“The players have had a huge 

win,” former Australian captain 
Allan Border told Fox Sports 
Australia.

“This has been a TKO (techni-
cal knockout) in the 15th round 
for the players. They should be 
very happy with the situation, 
particularly the girls.”

Current captain Steve Smith 
admitted the negotiations were 
challenging, but the players 
were now focused on the cricket 
that lies ahead.

“It’s been a long and chal-
lenging process and it’s great 
that we can now get on with 
playing the game that we all 
love,” he tweeted.

“I’m excited that we can all 
start working together again 
to continue to grow our great 
game.”

The resolution means Aus-
tralia’s threatened series against 
Bangladesh this month will go 
ahead, with the team assem-
bling in Darwin next week for a 
camp before heading to Dhaka 
on August 18.

‘Never again’ - Aussie union
lashes out over pay war

YOGEN THATAL
S , 04 A :

The irst match of the 
10th Late Laxman 

Pradhan Memorial Open 
Football Tournament was 
played here at the Golitar 

football ground today.
The inaugural match 

was played between JVC 
Football Academy and 
Sumin FC with Pema 
Namgyal Bhutia from Pa-
kyong Football Associa-

tion as the match referee.
Sumin FC scored a 

win over JVC FA 2-1.
For the second match 

of the tourney on 05 Aug, 
Pendam FC will take on 
Sangkhola.

The inaugural func-
tion was attended by 
Parliamentary Secretary, 
Arithang MLA Arithang, 
Shyam Pradhan, accompa-
nied by other dignitaries 
and the general public. 

10th Laxman Pradhan Memorial Open
Football tourney kicks off

P , A  4 (PTI): In-
dian Super League (ISL) 
club FC Pune City today 
announced the signing of 
Marcos Tebar.

The Spanish central 
defensive mid ielder last 
represented Delhi Dyna-
mos in the 2016 edition 
of ISL.

FC Pune City CEO 
Gaurav Modwel said, 
“Marcos is a great ad-
dition to our team. He 
brings in a wealth of ex-
perience of playing at top 
level in Europe coupled 
with his stint in ISL.

With his technical abil-
ities and great defensive 
work rate, he will control 
the mid ield and be the 
link to our forward line.”

Tebar is a product of 
the famed Real Madrid 
Academy.

During his stint at 
Real Madrid, he repre-
sented Real Madrid Cas-
tilla (B Team) mostly. The 
Madrid-born player later 
represented Rayo Valle-
cano, Segunda Division 
side Girona FC and Alme-
ria before a spell in 2016 
at Brentford in England. 
He has been capped by 
Spain at the under-17 
levels playing alongside 
Cesc Fabregas and David 
Silva at the U-17 World 
Cup and European Cham-
pionships.

“This is a new chal-
lenge for me and playing 
alongside Antonio Habas 
and his team will hope-
fully be an experience to 
remember. I am looking 
forward to play for FC 
Pune City. I am sure the 
fans will have an exciting 
season to look forward to 
as I share the same aim 

as the team has, that is to 
win the title this season,” 
stated Tebar.

Commenting on the 
signing, head coach Anto-
nio Habas said, “Marcos’ 
experience of playing at 
top- light clubs in Europe 
will be very useful for the 
team. His approach to the 
game is very tactical and 
at a time when we are 
forming a new core team, 
his presence will hope-
fully make a difference.

FC Pune City sign 
Marcos Tebar
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MIZORAM STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR HONOUR MORNING

Draw No:1 DrawDate on:04/08/17
1st Prize Rs.61 Lakhs/- 95G 20402
    (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 20402 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
08054 11766 19390 22821 52397
57311 59459 59545 71300 86976
3rd Prize  Rs.9000/-
07885 09557 18129 51553 57185
70536 78250 80758 86515 88752
4th Prize Rs.1000/-
0272 3338 3802 4985 5301 7142 7262 7358 7579 8568
5th Prize Rs.500/-
1210 2073 2730 3129 4615 5626 7892 8558 8760 9397
6th Prize Rs.250/-
0014 0114 0129 0214 0266 0360 0389 0411 0679 0746
0783 1069 1288 1297 1348 1367 1495 1500 1602 1638
1674 1697 1817 1840 1853 1894 2094 2187 2336 2356
2489 2518 2554 2769 2807 2910 3064 3081 3116 3433
3602 3638 3688 3858 4053 4099 4117 4145 4191 4225
4226 4310 4361 4386 4463 4472 4604 4614 4619 4953
5250 5345 5449 5465 5572 5688 5741 6033 6098 6134
6219 6534 6558 6775 6799 6990 7049 7224 7400 7402
7450 7499 7802 8097 8145 8396 8596 8678 8774 8783
9009 9117 9132 9240 9286 9343 9717 9734 9749 9763
Issued by: 
The Director, Mizoram State Lotteries,
For results please visit: www.mizoramlotteries.com

SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR TENDER

Draw No:1 DrawDate on:04/08/17
1st Prize Rs.61 Lakhs/- 92E 76601
   (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 76601 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
03267 06555 40088 40707 40792
47873 56111 56221 81929 85889
3rd Prize  Rs.9000/-
20780 23923 36570 44928 56437
56643 59745 70747 87372 94849
4th Prize Rs.1000/-
0447 2921 3015 4103 6541 6790 8059 8452 8776 8790
5th Prize Rs.500/-
0095 1534 1908 4733 6441 6916 7895 8030 8162 8634
6th Prize Rs.250/-
0206 0249 0472 0619 0696 0750 1049 1062 1375 1512
1515 1566 1644 1847 1850 1912 1933 2027 2036 2159
2188 2352 2392 2479 2678 2692 2771 2877 2888 2924
2952 3096 3121 3163 3264 3368 3465 3673 3703 3746
3796 3932 3949 4173 4345 4437 4694 4695 4863 4927
5083 5105 5178 5428 5525 5628 5940 6031 6073 6103
6272 6275 6281 6352 6462 6590 6642 6734 6828 6969
7047 7187 7197 7341 7525 7926 7953 8060 8214 8240
8262 8271 8328 8361 8368 8510 8535 8541 8690 8814
8909 8949 9170 9206 9401 9579 9581 9582 9695 9913
Issued by:
The Director, Sikkim State Lotteries,Gangtok
please visit: www.sikkimlotteries.com

NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR VULTURE EVENING

Draw Time : 8:00 pm onward
Draw No:1 DrawDate on:04/08/17
1st Prize Rs.61 Lakhs/- 96A 51861
     (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 51861 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
03681 03869 22360 41311 52550
80821 80912 81384 87552 98477
3rd Prize  Rs.9000/-
14540 19290 65300 68890 71322
71590 77253 85494 91271 97371
4th Prize Rs.1000/-
0086 2524 3889 4145 5467 5515 7981 8724 9008 9410
5th Prize Rs.500/-
1882 3239 5059 5682 5794 6170 6267 7080 7182 8511
6th Prize Rs.250/-
0085 0119 0148 0319 0397 0686 0704 0919 1108 1123
1189 1230 1285 1442 1560 1577 1621 1703 2023 2165
2333 2420 2617 2742 2902 3064 3087 3121 3123 3506
3660 3779 3901 3914 4032 4046 4082 4198 4212 4359
4513 4526 4549 4625 4732 4903 5119 5248 5264 5286
5302 5352 5477 5502 5508 5718 5765 5872 6198 6289
6303 6543 6594 6641 6719 6746 6792 6872 6885 6923
7039 7118 7248 7294 7304 7327 7411 7507 7650 7734
7754 7782 7810 7821 8025 8220 8330 8332 8399 8593
8620 8652 8882 8955 8978 9394 9419 9540 9934 9998
Issued by:
The Director,Nagaland State Lotteries,Kohima,Nagaland
For Result,Please Visit : www.nagalandlotteries.com
KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE

Anthyesthyi Kriya
The Anthyesthyi Kriya of 
Laxmi Rai, who left for 
heavenly abode on 01 
August, falls on Sunday, 
06 August. All relatives, 
friends and well wishers are 
requested to join us to offer 
prayers for the departed 

soul at our residence at Sangeeta Cottage 
at Burtuk.

Leena Rai (elder daughter in law), Sandhya 
and Renu Bahadur Thapa (daughter and son in 
law), Subhash and Bina Rai (son and daughter 

in law), Sangeeta and Rinchen Pakhrin (daugh-
ter and son in law), Midas, Aanchal, Abhinav, 
Kenja, Kevin, Kaiaa and Cleon (grandchildren)

K J M VARMA 
B , A  4 (PTI): 
China has said that it has 
shown "utmost goodwill" 
over the prolonged mil-
itary standoff with India 
in the Sikkim sector but 
warned that its "restraint" 
has a "bottom line".

The reaction from the 
Chinese defence ministry 
late last night came a day 
after the Indian Exter-
nal Affairs Ministry in a 
statement said that the 
peace and tranquillity of 
the India-China bound-
ary constitutes the im-
portant prerequisite for 
the smooth development 
of bilateral relations.

External Affairs Min-
ister Sushma Swaraj last 
month made clear India's 
position on the over-a-
month-long standoff in 
the Doklam area, saying 
both sides should irst pull 
back their troops for any 
talks to take place, favour-
ing a peaceful resolution.

The standoff began 

on June 16 after Chinese 
troops began construct-
ing a road near the tri-
junction with Bhutan, 
which India says was a 
unilateral action by Bei-
jing to change the status 
quo in the area.

New Delhi fears the 
construction of the road 
would allow China to cut 
off India's access to its 

northeastern states.
Ren Guoqiang, a 

spokesperson of the Chi-
nese defence ministry, 
in a statement called on 
the Indian side to swiftly 
address the situation in 
a proper manner to re-
store peace and tranquil-
lity in the border region.

"Since the incident 
occurred, China has 

shown utmost goodwill 
and sought to communi-
cate with India through 
diplomatic channels to 
resolve the incident. Chi-
nese armed forces have 
also shown a high level of 
restraint with an eye to 
the general bilateral re-
lations and the regional 
peace and stability," Ren 
said, according to report 

in the state-run Xinhua 
news agency.

"However, goodwill 
has its principles and 
restraint has its bottom 
line," Ren added.

The spokesperson 
urged the Indian side 
to give up the "illusion 
of its delaying tactic, as 
no country should un-
derestimate the Chinese 
forces' con idence and 
capability to safeguard 
peace and their resolve 
and willpower to defend 
national sovereignty, se-
curity and development 
interests".

Ren said the Chinese 
armed forces will reso-
lutely protect the coun-
try's territorial sovereign-
ty and security interests.

His comments also 
come after Indian Na-
tional Security Adviser 
Ajit Doval met his Chi-
nese counterpart on 
the sidelines of a BRICS 
summit of NSAs from the 
member countries.

Sikkim standoff: China says its
restraint has ''bottom line'

SAJJAD HUSSAIN 
I , A  4 
(PTI): The Cabinet of 
Pakistan’s new Prime 
Minister Shahid Khaqan 
Abbasi was sworn in to-
day with media reports 
saying that Khawaja Asif 
has been appointed the 
country’s irst full-time 
foreign minister since 
2013.

President Mamnoon 
Hussain administered the 
oath to the new members 
at a ceremony at the Pres-
ident House in Islamabad.

The new Cabinet 
largely retained old fac-
es but some new leaders 
were included as min-
isters and ministers of 
state.

There was some con-
fusion about the size of 
the Cabinet as state-run 
PTV reported that it in-
cluded 28 ministers and 
18 ministers of state, 
while Geo TV reported 
that 28 ministers and 19 
ministers of state have 
taken oath.

There was no formal 
announcement so far on 
the portfolios.

Media reports said 
that portfolios of sev-
eral ministers from the 
previous Nawaz Sharif 
dispensation have been 
changed.

According to the re-
ports, Khawaja Asif has 
been appointed as the 
country’s irst full-time 
foreign minister since 
2013, when the Pakistan 
Muslim League-Nawaz 
party came to power.

Asif had the dual 
charge of the defence 
ministry and the water 
and power ministry in the 
previous government.

Ahsan Iqbal has been 
appointed the interi-
or minister and former 
trade minister Khurrum 
Dastigir Khan was given 
the defence portfolio.

However, the power-
ful former interior min-
ister Nisar Ali Khan has 
been excluded from the 
new Cabinet as he re-
fused to join due to dif-
ferences with the party 
leadership, the reports 
said.

Ishaq Dar retained 
the inance ministry 
portfolio despite Su-
preme Court orders to 
register corruption cases 
against him.

Daniyal Aziz, Ta-
lal Chaudhry, Arshad 
Leghari and Junaid An-
war Chaudhry were 
among the new faces to 
take oath.

Two days ago, Prime 
Minister Abbasi had de-
layed the formation of 
the Cabinet after meeting 
Sharif at the ousted pre-
mier’s Murree residence.

Sharif has been stay-
ing in Murree since he 
vacated the of icial resi-
dence earlier this week 
after the Supreme Court 
disquali ied him in con-
nection with the Panama 
Papers scandal. The tran-
sition to the new Cabinet 
has taken exactly seven 
days since Sharif’s ouster 
on July 28.

Cabinet of new
Pak PM Abbasi

sworn in

NATASHA CHAKU 
Melbourne, Aug 4 (PTI): Two Islam-
ic State men facing terrorism charges 
in Australia were plotting to carry out 
the country’s most sophisticated terror 
attack on an Etihad Airways light de-
parting from Sydney last month, police 
said today.

The raids carried by police at ive 
properties in Sydney suburbs had led 
to arrest of four men.

Khaled Khayat and Mahmoud Khayat 
have both been charged with two terror-
ism-related offences and were refused 
bail in Parramatta Local Court today. 

Another man was released mid- week, 
while a fourth man remains in custody.

The improvised explosive device 
was intended to be smuggled on a light 
on July 15, but the plan was aborted be-
fore it reached airport security.

Two men were arrested on the 
charges of planning a terror attack.

Australian Federal Police Deputy 
Commissioner Michael Phelan said 
Khaled Khayat and Mahmoud Khayat, 
charged last night with terror offenc-
es, had been planning “one of the most 
sophisticated terror plots attempted on 
Australian soil”.

Police will allege the IED had been 
built under instructions from a senior 
Islamic State (IS) controller in Syria 
and was to be planted in the luggage of 
a brother of one of the accused on the 
Etihad light out of Sydney on July 15, 
the Australian Broadcasting Corpora-
tion reported.

Police said the brother was unaware 
of the plot.

Police described the IED as a “high-
end military-grade explosive”.

However, that attempt was aborted 
and a second plan was then hatched to 
create a “chemical dispersion device”.

Phelan said components and pre-
cursor chemicals of the hydrogen 
sulphide bomb were located during 
searches on properties in Sydney over 
the last few days but the plot had now 
been “completely disrupted”.

“Not only have we stopped the IED that 
was believed to go on the plane but we have 
also completely disrupted the intended 
chemical dispersion device,” he said.

“We do believe that through the 
wonderful efforts not only of law en-
forcement but in particular our intelli-
gence agencies that we have completely 
disrupted this plot.” 

Two IS men tried to carry out explosion on Ethihad with IED

President Donald Trump urged Mexican President Enrique Peña Nieto to stop publicly criticizing the border wall in a January 27 
phone call, according to transcripts obtained and published by The Washington Post on Thursday, August 3. “What I would like to 

recommend is — if we are going to have continued dialogue — we will work out the wall. They are going to say, ‘Who is going to pay 
for the wall, Mr. President?’ to both of us, and we should both say, ‘We will work it out,’” Trump, 71, said to Nieto, 51, just one week 
after taking of ice.

Senate 
con irms 
3 Indian-
Americans to 
key US gov’t 
positions
W , A  4 
(PTI): The Senate has 
unanimously con irmed 
three Indian-Americans 
to key government po-
sitions, including one as 
the Trump administra-
tion’s czar on intellec-
tual property - an area 
of sharp differences be-
tween the US and India.

The Senate con irmed 
Neil Chaterjee as a mem-
ber of the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission 
and Vishal Amin as Intel-
lectual Property (IP) En-
forcement Coordinator in 
the Trump administration.

Krishna Urs was con-
irmed as the US ambas-

sador to Peru.
A career foreign ser-

vice of icer since 1986, 
Urs - after Nikki Haley - is 
the second Indian-Ameri-
can to have been selected 
for an ambassadorial posi-
tion by the administration.

Haley, a two-term for-
mer governor of South 
Carolina, is the US am-
bassador to the United 
Nations and holds a cab-
inet- level position in the 
administration. She is the 
irst Indian- American to 

do so in any US presiden-
tial administration.

As the new IP Czar, 
Amin would be respon-
sible for enforcement of 
intellectual property, an 
area of sharp differences 
between India and the 
United States.

The US today re-
tained India on its priori-
ty watch list this year for 
“lack of improvement” in 
the intellectual property 
(IP) framework.

In April, the US re-
tained India on its pri-
ority watch list for “lack 
of improvement” in the 
IP framework. Howev-
er, India had termed the 
report as an unilateral 
move by the US.

Anthyesthyi Kriya
The Anthyesthyi Kriya 
of Sabitri Pradhan 
who left for heaven-
ly abode on 29 July, 
falls on 10 August 
[Thursday]. All rela-
tives and well wishers 
are requested to join us 
to offer prayers for the 
departed soul at our 
residence at Ranipool 

Marchak, Near Tendong Petrol 
Pump. 

Govind Pradhan & Devi Pradhan (Son 
and Daughter-in-law), Tek Narayan 
Pradhan &Daya Pradhan (Son and 
Daughter-in-law), Hari Pradhan & 
Rita Pradhan (Son and Daughter-

in-law) and all Pradhan Family
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EtCETERA

A R C T I C   C I R C L E  - HALLATT

B A B Y   B L U E S  - KIRKMAN & SCOTT

ARIES: The day will be fairly 
eventful, Aries. There’s some like-
lihood that you will feel compelled 
to fi nally settle some tedious mat-
ter, either the details of a project or 
a problem concerning your domes-
tic life. You won’t rest until it’s fi n-
ished, and you won’t be distracted, 
no matter how you’re cajoled to 
join the others. The only thing that 
will matter to you will be solving 
this problem.  
TAURUS: The day ahead will be 
trying for you, Taurus. You will 
have a fi re raging inside. You may 
have a speech to deliver or a pri-
vate performance to put on for your 
loved ones. In any case, you will 
have to prove yourself, and you 

will spare no energy in the attempt. 
You will be completely drained by 
the end of the day. Plan to rest.  
GEMINI: You can look forward to 
a busy day, Gemini. Don’t schedule 
anything extra! Your home, family, 
or mate is likely to demand a great 
deal of you. In fact, your energy 
may be stretched to the breaking 
point, so be careful to keep some 
strength in reserve. If you give 
yourself to them completely, your 
nerves will be shot!  
CANCER: It’s easy to imagine 
a friend coming to your house to 
have a cup of coff ee and ending 
up transmitting all of their energy 
to you. Let’s hope this doesn’t hap-
pen too late in the evening, Cancer, 

because you will then have trouble 
going to sleep! This energy is go-
ing to give your projects a great 
boost. You’re going to go on a cru-
sade! Choose carefully.  
LEO: You may feel an urgent 
need to use your physical energy, 
which brings up the question of 
sports in your life, Leo. Do you get 
enough exercise? If not, this could 
be a good time to join a gym. Even 
better would be participating in a 
group sports activity. Find one you 
like and get moving.  
VIRGO: A day like today should 
give you the perfect demonstration 
of an old truth - people quickly for-
get the diffi  culties they’ve had in 
life and remember periods of hap-

piness for a long time. You will be 
brimming with energy, Virgo. The 
question now is what are you going 
to do with it? There are many do-
mains in which you could expend 
your energy. You have to start from 
scratch.  
LIBRA: Do you have a desire to 
take a trip far from where you live, 
Libra? Would you like to live in Eu-
rope or Asia? These are desires that 
you may have at the moment be-
cause you’re in the process of wid-
ening your fi eld of possibilities. See 
if you can seriously set up a project 
of this kind. People will be confi -
dent in your solidity at the moment.  
SCORPIO: What’s happening in 
your usually amicable relation-

ships, Scorpio? It seems you’re 
looking for a fi ght. Could it be that 
someone has stolen a leadership 
position from you that you want-
ed? You tend to like being at the 
head of the group, and now you’re 
confronted by resistance. So get in-
volved in a new group project so 
that everyone will be reconciled. 
Think about going on a trip.  
SAGITTARIUS: There are mo-
ments when everyone strongly 
feels where their destiny lies, 
Sagittarius, and today will be one 
of those moments. You may soon 
want to give your life a fundamen-
tally diff erent orientation that will 
be valid for several years. It isn’t 
just your profession that will be 

aff ected but every domain in your 
life - where you live, relationships, 
and children.  
CAPRICORN: After a few days 
of apathy, the day ahead will give 
your energy a new boost. Anyone 
who tries to hold you back had bet-
ter watch out, Capricorn, because 
you won’t be in the mood to tol-
erate objections. You can’t be re-
strained! This is an excellent time 
to reinforce your reputation as an 
excellent coach or the captain of 
your crew!  
AQUARIUS: Today you may be 
infl uenced by a person (probably 
a man) who exudes the kind of 
determination that is produced by 
a combination of spiritual and in-

tellectual strength and faith. This 
is what they’re talking about when 
people speak of a leader of great 
integrity. The encounter with this 
person is likely to inspire you to 
commit to some good work, per-
haps a charity.    
PISCES: You may have had a 
tendency to go about your daily 
routine lethargically lately, Pisces. 
But today the alarm clock wakes 
you up. You may understand that 
your help is urgently needed and 
there’s no time to waste. You can 
expect to pour a great deal of ener-
gy into a single, well-defi ned goal. 
If you usually wander from proj-
ect to project, this will be a change 
for you.
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05TH AUGUST
WORLD HISTORY
25CE: Emperor Guangwu (5BC-
57CE), became emperor of the 
Chinese Han Dynasty. He was 
born as Liu Xiu and became 
founder of the Later Han or East-
ern Han (the restored Han Dynas-
ty). He ruled over parts of China 
at irst, and through suppression 
and conquest of regional war-
lords, the whole of China was con-
solidated by the time of his death.
1583: Humphrey Gilbert, English 
explorer, annexed Newfoundland 
in the name of Queen Elizabeth 
and founded the irst English set-
tlement in the New World.
1762: Russia, Prussia and Austria 
signed a treaty agreeing on the 
partition of Poland.
1792: Frederick 7th baron 
Lord North the English premier, 
died. He presided over Britain’s 
loss of its American colonies 
(1770-82).
1884: The cornerstone for the 
Statue of Liberty was laid on Bed-
loe’s Island in New York Harbor.

1914: One of the irst, if not the 
irst, electric traf ic light systems 

were installed in Cleveland, Ohio. 
1962: Actress Marilyn Monroe 
was found dead in her Los Ange-
les home. Her death was ruled a 
“probable suicide” from an over-
dose of sleeping pills. 

INDIAN HISTORY
1775: Maharaja Nandakumar 
was hanged in Kolkata arguably 
he was India’s first victim of 
hanging under British rule. The 
title “Maharaja” was conferred 
on Nandakumar by Shah Alam II 
in 1764. He was appointed Col-
lector of Burdwan, Nadia, and 
Hugli by the East India Compa-
ny in 1764, in place of Warren 
Hastings. 
1991: Justice Leila Seth became 
the first Indian woman Chief 
Justice of a state High Court. She 
was also the first woman judge 
of the Delhi High Court.

Dr. RAJEN UPADHYAY
Assistant Professor in History, 

Namchi Govt. College

CHURCHGOER: Justin Bieber acknowledged fans as he 
made his way to a church in Beverly Hills.

bollybuzz!!!

L O C K H O R N S  - HOEST & REINER

F R I E N D S H I P 
DAY 2017
Did you know that 06 Aug 

is International Friend-
ship Day? Probably not, as 
it’s nowhere near the size 
of most major holidays, but 
that doesn’t make it any less 
worth celebrating, as cheesy 
as it sounds. You may be 
asking yourself, “Self, how 
do you celebrate Friendship 
Day?” After all, you can’t just 
go around presenting people 
with Valentine’s Day cards, 
because it’s August and that 
would be weird. In fact, you 
don’t have to buy anything at 
all.

Friendship Day was orig-
inally created by the greeting 
card industry to drive more 
revenue, and although that’s 

a sketchy concept which 
commodities friendship, the 
idea of genuinely thanking 
your friends for being your 
~squad~ isn’t sketchy at all. 
After all, your friends are the 
ones who keep you safe; who 
bar the bathroom stall door 
when the lock is broken; who 
take you out when you’ve 
been dumped. It’s time to ac-
knowledge all the ways your 
friends keep you sane and 
healthy, and in my humble 
opinion, the best way to do 
that is by making them some-
thing.

WRITE A LETTER: You 
probably have some pa-
per and an envelope sitting 
around, so take ive minutes 
to write down some of the 
reasons why your best pal 

is one of your favorite peo-
ple. It doesn’t have to be a 
novel (though it could be, if 
you’re the dedicated type); 
it could just be a simple list. 
Anybody’s heart would get 
the warm fuzzies to receive 
a handwritten note detailing 
their best traits!

SEND A TEXT: If you’re 
really not into the idea of 
making something, just send 
your friends a text, Face-
book message, or email tell-
ing them how much they’ve 
improved your life. Any re-
lationship — not just the 
romantic kind — requires 

good communication! Invite 
your pals out for a night out 
or a round of cappuccinos 
at a coffee shop none of you 
have been to before. Or, if 
your best friends are long 
distance, set up a Skype date. 
It hardly takes any time!

GIFT A BOOK: 
• All the Summer Girls by 

Meg Donohue: All the Sum-
mer Girls is the story of three 
former best friends who 
reconnect in the summer 
beach town where they spent 
much of their past. Though 
they’re all looking for an es-
cape from their hectic lives, 
they’re forced to face the se-
crets they’ve all buried about 
one fateful night on that very 
beach. They quickly real-
ize their lives have all been 
shaped by their dark secrets 

WHAT DAY  IS  TOMORROW?
and it’s their strong bond of 
friendship that will pull them 
through.

• Sweet Salt Air by Bar-
bara Delinsky: Sweet Salt Air 
is a novel about two women, 
Charlotte and Nicole, who 
were once the best of friends, 
spending summers together 
at Nicole’s house off the coast 
of Maine. But they eventually 
drift apart. They’re brought 
back together many years 
later when Nicole is commis-
sioned to write a book about 
island food and asks for Char-
lotte’s help. The old friends 
ind themselves back togeth-

er on Quinnipeague and are 
about to face things they’ve 

been holding back from each 
other for years — secrets that 
have the potential to destroy 
their friendship once again.

• Fire ly Lane by Kristin 
Hannah: A powerful novel 
about the bond of friend-
ship, Fire ly Lane tells the 
story of Tully and Kate’s 
friendship which spans the 
course of 30 years. These 
friends couldn’t be more 
opposite, yet more perfect 
for each other. Their friend-
ship weathers many storms 
until a single act of betrayal 
threatens to destroy it. And 
then, they must hope that 
their bond is strong enough 
to hold them together.

Justin Bieber is off the hook. The 
“Cold Water” singer will not be fac-

ing criminal charges after accidentally 
hitting a photographer with his truck 
on Wednesday, July 26.Beverly Hills 
Police con irmed on Thursday, August 
3, that investigators have determined 
there were no violations by neither 
Bieber nor the photographer, and no 
citations will be issued. Police told that 
the star is not at fault because he was 
“blinded by camera lashes.” The day 
after the incident, the photographer, 
Maurice Lamont, broke his silence on social media from his hospital bed.

“Hour before my birthday 
hits, I get ran over by Justin 

Bieber. Isn’t that something?” 
Lamont, 57, said in the Insta-
gram video posted Thursday, 
July 27. “He’s a good kid, 
though. I think the truck was 
a little bit too big for him, 
though, because there’s no 
way he could see over the front 
— it was the slope it was on. 
But like I said, he got out, he 
was compassionate, and he’s a 
good kid, accidents happen.”

JUSTIN BIEBER WON’T FACE CRIMINAL CHARGES AFTER ACCIDENTALLY
HITTING PHOTOGRAPHER WITH TRUCK

Priyanka Chopra is a global 
icon for sure! From Bolly-

wood to Hollywood to ruling 
the world now, PeeCee has 
no stopping. The actress is 
currently shooting 
for her next Hol-
lywood project 
Isn’t It Roman- t i c 
alongside Liam Hemsworth, 
Betty Gilpin and Eugenia 
Kuzmina and Quantico series 
of course.

Ever since PeeCee had 
released Exoctic with Pitbull, 
the actress was requested for 
yet another song but fortu-
nately or unfortunately we 
say, PeeCee has been neck 

deep busy with her ilm and 
TV show shoots.

But paying heed to all the 
requests, PeeCee took to her 
social me- dia this evening to 

share a poster of 
a new music sin-
gle named Young 

and Free. What’S bigger and 
better is that the actress will 
collaborate with Australian 
music producer and DJ Will 
Sparks for the same. 

Slay queen slay!

PRIYANKA CHOPRA TO
COLLABORATE WITH AUSTRALIAN

DJ WILL SPARKS


