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BEDIKA
N  D , M  23 (PTI): 
He has the restless soul of a 
nomad and calls himself aloof 
but Danny Denzongpa, the un-
likely star of India’s glamour 
industry, inds a sense of be-
longing not just in his serene 
homeland Sikkim but also in 
bustling Bollywood.

With one foot in Sikkim, 
where he runs a successful 
brewery, and another in Bolly-
wood, Danny has been a Hindi 
ilm regular since 1971, averag-

ing a ilm a year even now when 
he is 70.

The actor, who is getting 
ready for the release of “Bio-
scopewala” where he plays the title role, 
says the key to a rich and ful illing life lies in 
staying aloof from the “ ilmy” aspect of the 
industry.

“I’m like an alien in the ilm industry. I 
have come from a far off place, Sikkim. De-
spite being in the industry, I have never been 
a ‘ ilmy’ kind of person. I have been aloof. I 
just do my job,” Danny told PTI in a phone 
interview.

The iconic villain of many a ilm who 
went on to play a variety of roles shares a 
deep connect with his birthplace in Sikkim 
and loves to spend time on his farmhouse 
when he is not shooting a ilm.

“Monotony is something that disturbs 
me. I try to diversify by painting, carving, 

singing and writing. That keeps one alive. I 
never plan things. Whenever I have felt like 
I should stop acting, I have done that. That 
could be the reason I survived for so long,” 
he said.

The actor believes his birthplace and his 
upbringing have a lot to do with his ease of 
being, and keeping him detached from the 
trappings of glamour.

Born in West Sikkim’s Yuksom village, 
Danny describes his home state as a magical 
place full of hills, forest and meadows

“My village is the last village after which 
there is no house only a forest, which leads 
to a beautiful meadow, perfect for longs 
walks. I have named my brewery after Yuk-
som and my Mumbai home is named after 
the meadow, Dzongri.”

The actor says he is still surprised by his 
journey in ilms from one of the remotest 
places in India but it has helped him keep 
things in perspective.

“I remember, it used to take two days of 
walking to catch a bus to my school hostel. 
We would either travel on foot or on horse-
back in those days. I have seen all that. I tell 
my son that when I came to Mumbai from 
the Pune Film Institute, I had Rs 1,500 in 
my pocket and if today, I lost everything, my 
shoes would still cost more than the money 
I came with.

“I credit my parents and teachers for my 
upbringing and Buddhism. People call it a 
religion today but it is really a philosophy. I 
try to ind peace in my work. I never rush 
into things.”

The actor says he is surprised that peo-
ple embraced him despite his different 
looks, language and religion.

“When I came here, my face was differ-
ent, my language and my religion were dif-
ferent but they accepted me.

“I have played Shashi Kapoor, Vinod 
Khanna and Shatrughan Sinha’s brother. I 
myself was not convinced in the beginning 
when producers came with these roles. I 
would tell them ‘How can I look like their 
brother? Don’t cast me, your ilm will not 
work’.”

The actor, still known for his portrayal as 
a sadistic husband in “Dhund” and the cruel 
Kancha Cheena from “Agneepath”, says his 
sensibilities are more aligned towards real-

I’m like an alien in the ilm
industry: Danny
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SUMMIT REPORT
G , 23 M :

Sikkim Cricket Associ-
ation is set to release 

a ‘Special Cover’ on 25 
May at Head Post Of ice 
in Gangtok to commemo-
rate the 80th anniversary 
of the irst cricket match 
played in Sikkim in 1938. 

The ‘Special Cover’ 
has been approved by 
the Department of Post, 
Government of India 
and its launch aims to 

commemorate the his-
toric event and make the 
World Cricket followers 
and the people of Sikkim 
learn that cricket in Sik-
kim is of substantial an-
tiquity and holds a signif-
icant importance in the 
evolution of modern day 
cricket, a press release 
informs. 

Proceeds from the 
sale of the ‘Special Cov-
er’ will be used for the 

SCA ‘special cover’ to 
commemorate irst cricket 

match played in Sikkim

TWO WHEELERS 
MOST ACCIDENT
PRONE IN SIKKIM
NITESH R PRADHAN
G , 23 M : 

Motor Vehicles Division of 
the Transport Depart-

ment, in association with the 
Ministry of Road Transport 
and Highways, Government of 
India, today conducted a day-
long workshop to discuss var-
ious aspects of road safety in 
the capital. 

In his welcome address, 

Principal Secretary, Transport 
Department, SBS Bhaduria 
stated that the department is 
deeply concerned about road 
accidents in the State.

He added that injuries and 
fatalities have become a source 
of concern which motivated 
the department to organize the 
workshop.

“Road mishaps have now 
become a major issue,” he said.

Further, he said that the 
Centre and State Governments 
have a joint responsibility to 
address the growing concerns 

in reducing the incident of 
road accidents, injuries and fa-
talities.

He informed as compared 
to 2015, the number of road 
accidents and injuries have 
declined in 2016 by 4.1% and 
1.1% respectively.

Adding further, he in-
formed that two wheelers ac-
counted for the highest share 
in total number of road acci-
dents (33.8%) in 2016 which 
is an increase from 28.8% in 
2015.

Sikkim recorded 210 cases 

of accidents in 2016 which de-
creased to 198 cases in 2017.

A total number of accident 
related deaths was 85 in 2016 
which has come down to 68 in 
2017, he informed.

He also informed that the 
department will set up Inspec-
tion and Certi ication (I&C) 
centres in Jalipool, East Sikkim 
and Jorethang, South Sikkim.

Transport Minister, DT Lep-
cha asked all the stakeholders 
to think and come up with 
positive suggestions to reduce 
road accidents in the State.

He stated that drivers are 
one of the prime stakeholders 
and they have to be responsi-
ble for not just their families 
but also of the passengers.

Adding that Sikkim is a 
leading tourism destination, 
he added that drivers play an 
important role in road safety.

The Minister also high-
lighted the role of the media 
to spread awareness on road 
safety.

He further added that the 
State Government has taken 

DAYLONG WORKSHOP ON ROAD SAFETY 

Inspection & Certi ication centres to be set up soon

BIKASH CHETTRI
N , 23 M : 

Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling as a part 

of his 32-day State-wide 
tour ‘Jan Samparka Abhi-
yan’ interacted with the 
public, panchayats and 
councilors of Namchi 
Municipal Council under 
Namchi-Singithang con-
stituency here at Namchi 
in South Sikkim today. 

The CM in his address 

assured to ful ill all the 
demands and grievances 
placed by the public and 
asked them to help the 
State Government bring 
positive development in 
the State.

He also interacted 
with senior citizens, 
youth and physically 
challenged people of the 
constituency.

During his interac-

CM interacts with public 
of Namchi-Singithang
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SAGAR CHETTRI
G , 23 M :

Rohit Khanna’s Heritage 
Exhibition which show-

cases ancient artefacts from 
the Indus Valley Civilization, 
Narmada Valley Civilization, 
millions of years old plant 
fossils, ancient stamps, pot-
tery, arrow heads, tools, 
horse shoes, old mariners 
compasses, the famous Ha-
numan Coin, Gandhiji’s three 
monkeys, notes and coins of 
India, lunar meteorites and 
other items was held at Neil 
Tara Academy today. 

The daylong exhibition 
had in display antiques and 
ancient artefacts collected by 
certi ied collector of antiques 
from Jabalpur, Rohit Khanna.

Mr Khanna’s collection 
is also recognised by the 
Department of Archaeolo-
gy, Government of Madhya 
Pradesh. 

After collecting antiques 

for the last 17 years during 
his travels to various cities, 
Mr Khanna has been organ-
ising heritage exhibitions in 
different schools across the 
country with the aim to cre-
ate awareness among the 
youth on the rich heritage of 
India.

Gangtok Municipal Corpo-
ration Chairman, Ashish Rai, 
who attended the exhibition 
as a special guest, expressed 
his gratitude towards Mr 
Khanna for holding the ex-
hibition for the students of 
Sikkim. 

He also congratulated 

Neil Tara Academy for host-
ing the exhibition. 

“The exhibition has edu-
cational value for students. 
For them to see all these his-
torical and ancient artefacts 
which they normally see only 
in textbooks and internet is a 

70 drivers 
penalized for 
overcharging
NIRMAL MANGAR
G , 23 M :

Around 70 vehicles were chal-
laned by the East District Traf-

ic Police in a crackdown on taxis 
over charging the passengers today. 

The inspection was led by Deputy 
Superintendent of Police, Tashi Lend-
ey, at 2nd Mile of JN Road towards 
Tsomgo and Bojoghari Phatak after 
complaints were received from pas-
sengers, mainly the tourists. 

“The surprise checking began 
last week and today we challaned 
over 70 taxi drivers for overcharg-
ing,” said a senior traf ic police. 

“The fare for the passenger 
taxis has been ixed by the Mo-
tor Vehicles Division of the State 
Transport Department. There are 
different rates for different routes 
and charging more than that invites 
penalization under Motor Vehicles 
Act,” of icials explain.

Law enforcers are also keeping 
a tab on the drivers at Mainline Taxi 
Stand at Deorali here, it is informed.

Neil Tara Academy hosts Rohit 
Khanna’s Heritage Exhibition 
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SUMMIT REPORT
G , 23 M :

Director, Mahatma Gandhi Insti-
tute of Education on Peace and 

Sustainable Development of United 
Nations Educational, Scienti ic and 
Cultural Organisation (MGIEP-UN-
ESCO), Dr Anantha K Duriappah, 
called on Minister for Human Re-
source Development Department, 
RB Subba, on 22 May at the HRDD 
Head Of ice here, a press release 
from Director, Primary Education 
[HRDD], Bhim Thatal informs.   

Dr Duriappah is currently on a 
two-day visit in Sikkim to observe 
the joint initiative of MGIEP-UN-
ESCO and State Council of Edu-
cational Research and Training 
[SCERT], Sikkim for training text 
book writers of the State for em-
bedding Sustainable Development 
Goal (SDG) in text-books devel-
oped at SCERT. 

MGIEP-UNESCO has engaged 10 
experts from different countries in-
cluding India for the joint initiative. 
The new textbooks for class I to III 
are planned to be ready by end of this 
year for piloting in selected schools of 
the state, informs the release.

Dr Durriappah and Mr Sub-

ba conducted a meeting at HRDD 
of ice which was attended by 
MGIEP-UNESCO curriculum head, 
Yoko Mochizuki, Shankar Musha ir, 
Additional Chief Secretary, G.P Up-
adhyaya, SCERT director, Dr Rabin 

Chhetri and Joint-Director, Tsher-
ingkee Bhutia. 

During the meeting, the Dr Du-
riappah briefed the Minister about 
several programs conducted by 
MGIEP-UNESCO and also discussed 

about the possibility of future col-
laboration with HRDD- Sikkim. 

[MGIEP-UNESCO is an institute 
which focuses on achieving the Unit-
ed Nations Sustainable Develop-
ment Goal 4.7 towards education for 

building peaceful and sustainable 
societies across the world by devel-
oping programmes that promote 
socio-emotional learning, innovate 
digital pedagogies and empower the 
youth].

MGIET-UNESCO Director calls on HRD Minister No direction 
given by CM 
to students to 
attend State-
wide tour: 
SDF to BJP 
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 23 M : 

Sikkim Democrat-
ic Front party has 

strongly refuted the 
statements of Bharati-
ya Janata Party Sikkim 
Pradesh regarding the 
Chief Minister’s ongoing 
32-day State-wide Jan 
Sampark Abhiyan, assert-
ing that the programme 
is an of icial government 
event and that no direc-
tion has been given to 
students and educational 
institutions to attend the 
programme.

An SDF press release 
issued by its publicity 
secretary, Chudamani 
Mishra, adds that the BJP 
state-unit should know 
that the CM’s tour is not 
an election tour. 

It may be mentioned 
here that BJP had earlier 
issued a press release 
criticizing the CM for 
involving students and 
teachers in his public 
appearances. 

SUMMIT REPORT 
G , 23 M : 

Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty Sikkim Pradesh 

president, DB Chauhan, 
toured Pakyong sub-divi-
sion and interacted with 
the residents there today. 

During the interac-
tion, it was found that 
people residing near the 
soon-to-be-inaugurated 
Pakyong Airport are fac-
ing problems due to sink-

ing of land and improper 
rehabilitation, informs a 
BJP press release.

The release further 
informs that due to the 
landslide that had oc-
curred near the SDM Of-
ice in Pakyong last year, 

residents are facing lots 
of problems.

“The concerned de-
partment has still not 
acted regarding the mat-
ter,” the party further al-

leges.  
Mr Chauhan also in-

teracted with SDM Pa-
kyong, Tenzing D Bhutia, 
on the issue, the release 
adds.

The party has de-
manded Roads & Bridges 
Department to immedi-
ately take appropriate 
action before the mon-
soon season and to work 
in the interest of local 
people.

State BJP prez tours Pakyong

many steps to sensitize 
the citizens on traf ic 
rules and road safety.

Citing the example 
of adding road safety in 
education curriculum in 
schools, he stressed that 
the government is fully 
committed to ensuring 
safety and security of all.

He further informed 
that ex-gratia of Rs 05 
Lakh will be given to the 
families of victims killed 
in road related accidents 
with Rs 80 lakh already 
distributed by the State 
Government since the 
scheme was introduced.

The Minister further 
informed that the State 
is looking to install sin-
gle window system very 
soon for easy documen-
tation and registration of 
vehicles procedures.

He stated that the gov-
ernment is installing GPS, 
speed limit device and 
speed governor to boost 
safe driving in the State.

Asking the police and 
other line department 
to keep strict eye on ‘ir-
responsible drivers’, the 
Minister informed that 
the State Government is 
conducting awareness 
campaigns in all four dis-
tricts of the State to stop 
careless driving [driving 
under in luence of alco-
hol and drugs].

The program was also 
addressed by Additional 
Superintendent of Police 
(Traf ic), Ongmu Bhutia, 
Editor-in-Chief, Sikkim 
Chronicle, Nirmal Mangar, 
General Manager, Sikkim 
Nationalized Transport, 
S.T Bhutia , Deputy RTO 
[East], J.B Thapa and 
Border Road Organiza-
tion(BRO) representative, 
Colonel Gyatso. 

A documentary “Nir-
nay” on road safety was 
also launched by the 
Transport Minister. Pre-
sentations and open fo-
rum discussions was also 
done by the speakers. 

The program was 
also attended by Mayor, 
Gangtok Municipal 
Corporation, Shakti Singh 
Chaudhary, GMC deputy 
mayor, Lassey Doma 
Bhutia with government 
of icials, police, students, 
drivers and driver 
association members.

contd from pg01

Inspection & 
Certi ication...

REBYNA RANA
G , 23 M :

Football stars Sanju Pradhan, 
Robin Gurung and Komal Tha-

tal called on Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling at Namchi where is cur-
rently halted as part of his 32-day 
State-wide tour.

“Was an absolute pleasure to 
meet the Chief Minister,” wrote San-
ju Pradhan on his Facebook page. 

“Our meeting focused around 
football/ sports. The HCM gave us 
a patient hearing and his response 
was very positive. We are hopeful 
the future generations will bene it 
even more from the Government’s 
sports speci ic policies. I also took 
this opportunity to compliment 
the HCM for his recent announce-
ment of giving job reservation to 
sportspeople and annual inancial 
grants to the sports clubs. Lastly 
we offered our congratulations to 
him on becoming the longest serv-
ing Chief Minister of the country,” 
he wrote in another post.

Later, speaking to media-per-
sons over the phone, Sanju said 
that they asked the Chief Minister 
to sanction more infrastructure 

dedicated to sports in the State. 
The three footballers suggest-

ed that physical education teach-
ers should be appointed at junior 
high school level so that students 
can learn technical aspects of 
sports at an early age. 

“It is bene icial for students if 
they get technical knowledge of 
sports at a young age and for this 
it will be great if Physical Educa-
tion Teachers are there at junior 
schools also,” he said.

“The Chief Minister noted 
down what we had to say and pro-
posed to work together with the 
government,” said Sanju. It was a 
fruitful meeting, he said.

Similarly, football star Nirmal 
Chettri also met the Chief Minister 
during the Jan Samparak Abhiyan 
programme at Turuk, Melli con-
stituency on 21 May. 

Nirmal hails from Melli.
“Absolute honor meeting with 

the Hon’ble Chief Minister of Sik-
kim Shri Pawan Kumar Chamling 
Sir during the Jann Sampark Abhi-
yan at Turuk, Melli Constituency.  
I congratulate HCM on becoming 
the longest serving Chief Minister 

of India,” wrote Nirmal in his Face-
book page.

When contacted, Nirmal said 
he spoke brie ly with the Chief 
Minister regarding development of 
sports in Sikkim. 

“He was open to suggestions 
and said that he will invite all 
sportspersons for an interaction 
after completing his Jan Samparak 
Abhiyan,” he said.

He mentioned that all con-
cerned authorities, sports asso-
ciations and present and former 
sportsperson should come togeth-
er for brainstorming on develop-
ment of sports in Sikkim. A board 
of committee should be formed 
to take all inputs and suggestions 
which can be then submitted to the 
government, he said.

Nirmal also welcomed the 
announcement of the CM for job 
reservation to sports persons and 
annual grants to ‘A’ grade sports 
clubs. He said the concerned au-
thorities and sports associations 
should come together to formulate 
proper guidelines so that deserv-
ing talents and clubs get the bene-
it from the State Government.

Sikkimese footballers meet CM 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 23 M :

The eighth day of the ongoing riv-
erfront cleanup drive being con-

ducted by the Forest Department in 
collaboration with the Ministry of Envi-
ronment, Forests and Climate Change, 
reached Khelgaon premises where the 
participants and volunteers cleaned 
the jhoras and streams today, a press 
release informs.

The drive was participated in by stu-
dents, faculty members and dean of ICFAI 
University, local panchayats and residents. 

Monitoring of icial from the MoEF, 
AK Das, along with Deputy Secretary, 
MoEF, Additional Director and Division-
al Forest Of icer (River Valley Project) 

along with his team were also present 
during the cleanup drive coordinated 
by ENVIS, Sikkim. 

An awareness rally was also con-
ducted after the drive. 

The cleanup drive today was held 
along the one kilometer stretch of the 
river bank at Khelgoan.

Dean, ICFAI University declared that 
the university will conduct regular riv-
erfront cleanliness drive at Khelgaon 
premises.

Appreciating the initiative, the Min-
istry and Forest Department of icials 
assured to fund the ICFAI Universi-
ty eco club under the National Green 
Corps eco club programme funded by 
the Government of India.

Riverfront cleanliness drive
reaches Khelgaon 

K , M  22 (PTI): West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee came out in support of the Delhi 
archbishop, who has stated in a letter that a “turbu-
lent political atmosphere” posed a threat to India’s 
democratic principles and secular fabric, saying what-
ever the religious leader has said “is a fact”.

Anil Couto, the archbishop of Delhi, in the letter 
to all parish priests and religious institutions in Delhi 
archdiocese has also appealed to the followers of his 
faith to launch a “prayer campaign” ahead of the 2019 
general elections.

Without advocating any candidate or party, he has 
urged all priests to “pray for the country” ahead of the 
2019 polls.

“I think whatever he has said was correct. It is a 
fact,” Banerjee, who has often criticised the BJP-led 
government at the Centre, told reporters at the state 

secretariat here.
“We have great regard and respect for all commu-

nities, caste and creed. We respect all archbishops in 
the country,” she added.

Her support for the archbishop came shortly 
after Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh in New 
Delhi said India does not discriminate against 
anyone on the basis of religion or sect. Singh 
said such things will never be allowed in the 
country.

“I have not seen the (archbishop’s) statement ver-
batim but all I can say is that India is a country where 
there is no discrimination against anyone on the ba-
sis of caste, sect or religion. Such a thing cannot be 
allowed,” Singh said.

Couto’s letter was dated May 8, days before the 
Karnataka assembly elections on May 12.

Mamata supports Delhi archbishop
on ‘prayer campaign’ letter
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Gangtok on 
Thursday, 

24 May
Temp: 26°C /14°C
Forecast: Cloudy, 
a couple of thun-
dershowers. 
Sunrise: 04:43 AM
Sunset: 6:22 PM

ATUL MALIKRAM
In the course of changing time, we 
have seen various trend related 
to Advertisement, Marketing and 
Branding which gives a new hope 
in upcoming days. The important 
aspects are that the Digital Media, 
Social Media and In luencer Mar-
keting are its foundations. The Im-
portance of Increase in new trends 
on the advertising market and 
effect of Technology in Advertise-
ment is important. Now Advertise-
ment is not limited to newspaper 
and Television. A new trend is all 
about advertised your product on 
Social Media and in Digital Media. 
Statistics show that Print Media, 
Television and Social/Digital Me-
dia are increasing by 8%, 12% and 
24% annually. In upcoming years 
the Digital Market and Social Me-
dia will see an increase. The Rea-
son is very clear where ever the 
advertisement agency found their 
customer the agencies will try to 
attract them. This shows that in 
2018 it will be the dominant area.

In 2018 all the hot brands will 
have their focus on Digital and So-
cial Media. Digital Media will be 
the most expanded area. Accord-
ing to the atmosphere what we 

have seen in 2017, there will be 
the dominance of Digital, Social 
and In luencer Marketing. In 2018 
there will be an effect of ‘ART’ i.e. 
‘Augmented Reality Technology in 
Advertisement Market. Advertis-
ing World will see interference in 
an increase of videos in upcoming 
years which already have start-
ed in Social Media. Due to which 
distance have decreases between 
Brand and the customer, and we 
are about to see regional players in 
it very soon. But every brand will 
have its focus on Digital 
Media. The decreased 
in distance between 
Brand and Consumer is 
due to uses of Smartphone. There 
is estimation that digital media 
will increase 25%-30% in 2018 
because now Brands are now able 
to reach the customers easily.

There are approximately 12 
to 15 crore people in the country 
who uses the Internet on which 
3 crore people are daily online 
users. Other than this there are 
5-6 crore people who use the so-
cial networking sites and mainly 
are Facebook and Linkedin users. 
Among the Internet users, 70% 
people watch the videos of Reality 

shows, Movie Trailers and Adver-
tisement etc. There are more than 
10,000 internet cafes in a country. 
Other than this, there 20 crore mo-
bile phone connections of which 
15% are Smartphone which has 
internet facilities in it. These ig-
ures are very comprehensive but 
as compared with the population 
of 1.2 billion its seems to be less, 
that why when we see Digital Me-
dia as a Supporting Medium there 
is no surprise on the fact. However, 
it’s a matter of thinking that, Are 

we having any param-
eters to scale this? And 
in case of access, will 
the digital media adopt 

a bigger format soon?
It is very surprising that the 

format of Media Market is changing 
very soon. When we see backwards 
in 80’s there was a dominance of 
print media in India and there was 
only two Government Television 
Channel which is owned by 
Doordarshan. The 90’s is the era 
of Liberalisation of an economy 
in a country, which increases the 
dominance of Television in the 
world of Media. In new Century up 
to the rise of Luxury and Premium 
brand, creative people of print 

media have reduced to the only 
promotional advertisement. Until 
the end of 90’s mobile phones 
are been used by only some class 
of people and now we can see 
every person with mobile in his 
hand. Now it is very common to 
send SMS to respond to an event. 
If we de ine Digital in Large-scale 
with the inclusion of mobile and 
internet, then the scene of entire 
communication seems to be 
changed and can be related exactly 
what had happened in 90’s with 
the immerse of television. This 
change can be occurring at any 
time. The screen of Mobile and 
Computer can be the dominant 
medium of communication and 
mutual discussion.

Most number of Marketers has 
major work of spreading messages 
to the most number of customers. 
In last two decades with the pow-
er of mass, media branding has 
helped them a lot. At the time of 
immersing of the internet, the peo-
ple related to mass media consider 
it the best way of keeping in touch 
with the customer personally but 
its power is more than this. Road-
ies is the best show, especially for 
youth on M TV. It has started as 

reality show 10 years ago. In 2008 
considering youth, Roadies had 
decided to take a help of Social 
Media. Today Roadies has 37 lakh 
followers on its Facebook page. 
‘Roadies background’ has started 
with the facility by which every-
one can be connected even when 
the show is not broadcasting. It 
was able to make its own identity. 
The success of Roadies is the best 
example where Digital and Social 
Media can be reached.

DIGITAL MEDIA IN POLITICS  
In Politics now PR (Public Rela-
tion) Agencies and Digital Com-
panies are deciding the victory or 
defeat of anyone. They are now 
teaching the politicians how to 
make Public Relation Campaign 
and art of capture public pulse. 
It is said that Political players 
are quite clever. But now the real 
strategies makers are coming for-
ward said to be cleverer than the 
politicians. Now Digital and Social 
Media Company are helping out 
the politicians. It seems to be odd 
for the Politics but as per current 
increase in the youth population, 
there is a need to change the cur-
rent trend of the politics. Because, 
when every sector of life is being 

corporatized, it is necessary to put 
politics out of the old fashion.

Branding and Image Building 
is the main work of PR (Public 
Relation) Companies. By mak-
ing the positive image of Political 
party and Politicians in a society, 
their ‘electoral fair can ind its 
sea-shore. Talking about work 
procedure of PR Companies, they 
are able to make a positive image 
of their political client in front of 
Public or Target Audience. Until 
now voters only have the knowl-
edge name and face of their Lead-
er, but these companies show the 
positive side and their activism to 
the public, which is very necessary. 
And these both are done with the 
help of Social and Digital Media. 
The Party and Politicians get ma-
jor bene it from it, as the public 
came to know about the Program, 
Image, Thinking, their Activeness, 
and Viewpoint. There will be no 
surprise if, in upcoming years, 
elections will be held through Dig-
ital and Social Media.

[The writer is the direc-
tor of Building Reputation, 

PR and Digital Communi-
cation Company since 1999 

and Political Analyst.]

SOCIAL AND DIGITAL MEDIA

Determiner of ‘Market Trend’ and ‘Political Path’

VIEWPOINT

growth of cricket in Sik-
kim, reads the release. 

The historic match 
played in 1938 was also 
the irst cricket match to 
be played at an altitude 
of 2,728 meters and the 
irst cricket match played 

by the natives of Sikkim 
captained by Karma Paul 
of Sikkim.

Additionally, the cover 
is also the irst cover on 
cricket or any other indi-
vidual sports from Sikkim 
and is the irst cover re-
leased on the request of 
an entity other than the 
Department of Post. 

SCA president, Lob-
zang G. Tenzing decided 
to commemorate the day 
after meeting Singtam 
based cricket philate-
list Roshan Prasad who 
pitched the idea to him. 

Mr Prasad is also the 
designer of the ‘Special 
Cover’ to be launched 
this week. 

According to the 
books, Himalayan Hon-
eymoon by Hodder and 
Stoughton and Foot-
prints in the Himalaya by 
Sonam B. Wangyal, the 
cricket match was played 
during the British Ever-
est expedition of 1938 
led by Eric Shipton and 
the Sherpas.

During their brief 
stop at Lachen in North 
Sikkim, the mountaineers 
decided to have a game of 
cricket with the Sherpas 
which was the irst time 
that a cricket match was 
played in Sikkim. 

SCA ‘special 
cover’ to 
commemorate 
irst cricket 

match played 
in Sikkim
contd from pg01
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Anoj Pradhan, an upcom-
ing boxer from Sikkim is 

one of the few to undergo a 
diploma in boxing course 
from Netaji Subash Eastern 
Centre at National Institute 
of Sports Authority of India 
in Kolkata.

The 28-year-old young, 
agile and swift boxer is also 
a national player and has 

participated in several state, 
regional and national level 
boxing competitions.

Presently he is doing his 
internship at Utlou Sai Cen-
tre in Manipur.

He hails from Chinzey 
village near Rumtek in East 
Sikkim and had graduated 
from Burtuk Government 
College in 2016.

Trained under veteran 
pugilists like Arjuna award-

ee, Jaslal Pradhan, and na-
tional coaches like Sandhya 
Gurung, Manoj Limbo and 
Raju Rai, Pradhan is now 
ready to train aspiring box-
ers of India.

“I would like to thank my 
family, mentors and friends 
who supported my journey 
and me,” said Anoj.

He considers 
Mohammed Ali as his source 
of inspiration.

Boxer Anoj quali ies as National Coach 
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A meeting of the Indian 
Council of Medical Re-
search [ICMR], senior 
of icials, scientists and 
of icials from State Gov-
ernments and academic 
institutions from all the 
Northeastern States of 
the country was held in 
Gangtok on 22 May, a 
press release informs. 

The objective of the 
meeting was to share 
the results of a series of 
studies conducted by 
ICMR institutes like Re-
gional Medical Research 
Centers- Dibrugarh and 
National Institute of Ep-

idemiology- Chennai in 
collaboration with State 
Health Departments in 
Northeast States and 
come up with a plan 
to tackle the growing 
non-communicable dis-
eases in the region.

The study conducted 
by the ICMR institutes 
and the State Health De-
partment of the NE States 
highlighted that nearly 
70% deaths among those 
above 15 years of age are 
due to non-communica-
ble diseases.

The study was carried 
out in seven sites- Sikkim 
(all districts), Mizoram 
(Lunglei District), Megha-

laya (East Garo Hills), Tri-
pura (Dhalai), Assam (Dhe-
maji), Manipur (Senapati) 
and Nagaland (Mokok-
chung), reads the release.

The study in 
Arunachal Pradesh is 
currently underway.

The researchers sur-
veyed the families of 
3200+ deceased individ-
uals and collected infor-
mation about the health 
problems which led to 
death. 

Among non-commu-
nicable diseases, stroke, 
heart attacks, cancers, 
chronic respiratory dis-
eases and liver diseases 
were found to be the ma-

jor causes of deaths.
In addition to 

non-communicable dis-
eases, injuries and sui-
cides also caused a large 
number of deaths, es-
pecially among young 
males. 

Infectious diseases 
like tuberculosis and ma-
laria also contributed to 
the increase in the num-
ber of deaths, informs 
the release. 

The research team 
also surveyed 100+ 
health facilities and 
1200+ patients in the re-
search sites.

The survey revealed 
that although most pri-

mary care centres and 
district hospitals had 
doctors, laboratory infra-
structure and medicines 
were found to be ‘inad-
equate’ across all the 
States. 

The study also re-
vealed that across all the 
NE States, district hospi-
tals lacked adequate fa-
cilities to manage heart 
attacks and stroke. 

The meeting conduct-
ed on Wednesday, pro-
vided a platform to share 
the research indings and 
advocate the strengthen-
ing of health facilities to 
improve treatment in the 
NE region. 

SIKKIM HOSTS ICMR MEET

District hospitals in NE States lack facilities 
to manage heart attacks and stroke: study
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Federation of Foot-
ball Coaches in India 

[FFCI], in association 
with Sikkim Football As-
sociation, has announced 
plans to conduct AIFF ‘D’ 
license course at Paljor 
Stadium here from 10 to 
15 June.

Interested candidates 
for AIFF -D licence are 
directed to apply for the 
course at-ffcimkt@gmail.
com. The last date for 
submission of applica-

tion forms is 26 May.
“We see a tremen-

dous potential in Sik-
kim and believe Sikkim 
needs more certi ied 
coaches for the develop-
ment of football in Sik-
kim, said the FFCI in a 
press statement. We are 
focused on producing 
more successful young 
coaches from Sikkim,” 
said the FFCI,  adding 
that it plans other coach-
ing courses in the com-
ing days in association 
with SFA.

FCCI and SFA to
conduct AIFF ‘D’ license

course in June 

N  D , M  23 
(PTI): Over 100 mass or-
ganisations today held a 
march in Delhi to protest 
against the anti-people 
policies being pursued by 
the central government.

With the slogan ‘Pol 
Khol, Halla Bol’, the Jan 
Ekta Jan Adhikar An-
dolan (JEJAA), an um-
brella organisation con-
sisting of trade unions, 
peasant organisations, 
state and central govern-
ment employees, Dalits, 
Adivasis, environmen-
talists, among others, 
took to the streets of the 
capital against the BJP 
government which com-
pletes four years in the 
of ice later this week.

The march culmi-
nated at the Parliament 
Street where leaders of 
various organisations ad-
dressed the masses.

“Four years of the 
NDA government has dev-
astated the lives of all sec-
tions of the toiling people 
and none of its promises 
to the people had been 
ful illed. It had promised 
‘Sabka Vikas’ (develop-
ment of all) but the Vikas’ 
was for only a chosen few 
corporate companies. 
Either the government 
changes its policies or 
people will change the 
government, said All In-
dian Kisan Sabha (AIKS) 
leader, Hannan Mollah, at 
the gathering.

He also added that 
the BJP manifesto in the 
2014 Lok Sabha polls 

had claimed to provide 
2 crore employment per 
year but even 2 lakh jobs 
per year were not creat-
ed in the last four years.

Speaking at the pro-
test, AIKS leader Atul An-
jan pointed out that price 
rise is skyrocketing and 
the public distribution 
system has collapsed 
with no funds.

“The Modi govern-
ment has surrendered to 
the corporate companies 
in their mission to loot the 
people through unbridled 
hike in the price of petro-
leum products,” he said.

The leaders of the JE-
JAA also accused the BJP-
RSS of “unleashing ter-
ror” by spreading caste 
and communal hatred 
and violence and said 
that it was a “war against 
the Modi government”.

Democratic institu-
tions have been taken 
over by the RSS cadres 
and the law and order 
situation has become the 
worst-ever in the BJP-
ruled states with gangs 
roaming free on streets 
lynching people and they 
are being protected by 
those who are in power, 
the leaders at the gather-
ing alleged.

The protest march-
es, which were also held 
in all the state capitals, 
would be followed by 
one week of campaign 
through distribution of 
lea lets, cycle and motor 
cycle rallies and meet-
ings all over the country.

Over 100
organisations hold protest

against Modi govt
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WRITE US: Readers are invited 
to comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if they like 
something in this paper. Letters 
carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, 
except when against people 
responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have 
to be ignored. Letters which 
carry forward a conversation 
or initiate a dialogue will 
command immediate attention 
and receive prominence.  
Mail us at: letters@
summittimes.com

Health Concerns Need
More Than Funds

Because when funds dry up,
often so does the concern

For anyone following the news, it would appear as if 
Tuberculosis is a new worry for Sikkim. The hoard-

ings are up and an award has also been announced 
for villages, GPUs and districts which eradicate TB. 
The concern is welcome because TB has been a vexed 
challenge for the State and the country for a while now 
and has seen other schemes and “missions” to contain 
it. Past initiatives have met with only limited success, 
so it would be advisable for Sikkim to work out why 
previous efforts have been less than successful and 
then ensure that the latest drive avoids the limitations 
of the previous attempts because TB is a big problem 
which has had the upper hand for far too long. 

It is important that lessons are not just learnt 
from the past TB-eradication schemes but also other 
funds-driven interventions which surged in engage-
ment when a project was around and now lounder 
with the task un inished and un-sustained. Take the 
anti-smoking campaign of some years ago for instance, 
which blustered strong in Sikkim as it did across the 
country. There were awareness sessions, stickers an-
nouncing no-smoking zones everywhere, rallies, quiz-
zes, events etc. There was clearly some major funding 
happening which made “stakeholders” realize the 
harm that cigarettes were causing. The only impact 
that has sustained are the warnings on screen every 
time a character lights up in a movie or a TV serial. 
The ban on smoking in public places remains largely 
forgotten, but yes, most restaurants no longer have 
smoking zones. There has been no study on whether 
the whole exercise had any, repeat any, impact. Unfor-
tunately, even at the time when the no-smoking cam-
paign was in its most “active” phase, the real concern 
– of smoking among minors – remained largely un-
addressed. Pushed by babus who cannot see beyond 
DPRs and funds, the entire initiative was too focused 
on interventions for which bills could be drawn up. So, 
while too many awareness sessions intruded on class-
es in schools, and lakhs were spent printing stickers 
and posters and organizing events, nothing on ground 
was attempted to ensure that the young could not buy 
the Cancer Sticks as easily as they can in Sikkim. And 
this, despite the fact that there is a law in place which 
makes it an offence to sell cigarettes or tobacco prod-
ucts to under 18 year olds. Don’t laugh, there is such a 
law in place. And all that the campaign had to do was 
convince sellers that they would be booked if they 
peddled cigarettes to children. 

It is all very well to ensure that tobacco products 
cannot even opt for surrogate advertising, and even 
awareness programmes are ine, but not if these re-
main the only interventions. Boring hours spent de-
tailing the harmful effects of tobacco is hardly the 
intervention that will scare the young from trying the 
irst puff; in fact, the exercise might actually end up 

increasing nicotine’s appeal among the young for the 
lirtation with danger that is lagged to an age-group 

which thinks it is invincible and in an aggressively 
de iant phase. This disconnect was unfortunate be-
cause before the policy-makers started trying to save 
lungs already addicted to nicotine, they should have 
irst tried and dissuaded more people from taking to 

smoking in the irst place. There is not one shop, not 
in Sikkim, not in the country, which will refuse to sell a 
packet of cigarettes to a minor. 

And now, even the tokenism of the anti-smoking 
campaign is not around anymore. That cannot be al-
lowed to happen to the TB-Free Mission. Sikkim has 
already lost too much to the scourge to allow a repeat 
of super icial engagement this time as well. It is wel-
come that TB has been lagged as a major health con-
cern, but it would be more apt if wider engagements 
were attempted, collaborations which look not just 
at treatment, but also lifestyle  and living conditions 
which leave people vulnerable.

MATTHEW ALFORD & PATRYCJA ROZBICKA
theconversation.com

It is a violently subversive darkly comic take on 
police brutality, white supremacy, and US ma-

chismo – and Childish Gambino’s music video, This 
is America, has been released to critical acclaim, 
133,000,000 YouTube hits (and counting), and 
minimal backlash.

It may seem incongruous, then, that in 1988, 
Noam Chomsky and Ed Herman proposed that 
the media industry would not oppose state or pri-
vate power in any fundamental way. Herman and 
Chomsky highlighted ive causal factors that led 
them to this conclusion: concentrated corporate 
ownership; the prevalence of advertising money; 
the reliance on of icial information sources; the 
disproportionate ability of powerful organisations 
to issue lak against dissenters, and a pervasive axi-
om that the Western economic system is a panacea.

These same factors are prominent in entertain-
ment media, too. In fact, the national security appa-
ratus – especially the CIA, FBI and US Department 
of Defence – has vetted more than 2,000 audio-vi-
sual products over the past century, including Meet 
the Parents, Black Hawk Down, and Hulk.

VETTED MUSIC
Similar political and corporate forces, we think, 
shape the output of the US and UK music indus-
tries. There is undoubtedly a music “mainstream” 
which acquiesces to state power or even produces 
outright propaganda. Artists such as Mariah Carey, 
Katy Perry and Cher have appeared in music vid-
eos made with US military assistance, functioning 
as recruitment adverts. And just before the Persian 
Gulf War, 100 celebrities including Celine Dion, 
Will Smith and Michael Bolton recorded “Voices 
That Care” to praise American troops with immor-
tal lines like:

    Right or wrong, we’re all praying you’ll re-
main strong

    That’s why we’re all here and singing along.
Similarly, whatever their good intentions, pop 

stars like Bono and Bob Geldof, and major events 
like Live8, were coopted by the state, their radical 
aims subsumed within the established structures 
of international power.

Nor are musicians somehow immune to specif-
ic political legislation. The Northern Irish Troubles 
resulted in the censorship of several prominent 
songs. Wings’ Give Ireland Back to Irish (1972) 
and the video for The Police’s Invisible Sun (1981) 
were banned by numerous broadcasters in the UK. 
Similarly, Michael Howard’s Criminal Justice and 
Public Order Act 1994, touted as a way to crack 
down on antisocial behaviour, in practice restrict-
ed the political potential of free parties, squatting, 
direct action and a repetition of 1967’s “summer 

of love” and its 1988 ecstasy-fuelled revival, which 
promoted the ideals of peace, love and cooperation.

There are also cases of direct peacetime censor-
ship, particularly where powerful individuals are 
challenged directly. The BBC and the Independent 
Broadcasting Authority banned the Sex Pistols’ God 
Save the Queen during the monarch’s 1977 Silver 
Jubilee simply on the grounds of “bad taste”. And 
in 2013, the BBC banned Ding, Dong, The Witch Is 
Dead! due to its linking with Margaret Thatcher’s 
death.

During the 2017 UK general election campaign 
Liar Liar GE2017, a song by the reggae band Cap-
tain SKA, which criticised unful illed Conservative 
party campaign promises from previous elections, 
was banned by all major British broadcasters. This 
was despite the fact that it did not endorse any one 
party over another, as would be required for Ofcom 
to intervene.

STAGE AGAINST THE MACHINE
But all told, it’s a little easier to release a subver-
sive song in the mainstream than most other forms 
of media. In the past half century, rock and punk 
artists, in particular, have struck a rebellious tone 
without losing their contracts. Even the Sex Pistols 
stayed signed to major labels with their records 
readily available.

More recently, British-Iraqi hip hop artist 
Lowkey criticised the government over the Iraq 
War and Grenfell Tower disaster, while still signed 
to Sony. And a string of recent songs have insulted 
the sitting US president, Donald Trump, including 
Mr. Tangerine Man, yet there has been no form of 
ban.

How can we explain the greater opportunities 
for political subversion? Well, the typical three-min-

ute pop song simply cannot contain as much incen-
diary information as a motion picture or news re-
port, which makes any individual song less of an ob-
vious concern. When The Black Eyed Peas released 
their hugely successful anti-war song Where is the 
Love? (2003), it associated the CIA with terrorism 
and faced no hint of censorship – but this is less sur-
prising when one considers that the most speci ic 
adjective it uses for the agency is “big”.

In addition, the low production costs and sheer 
number of songs – in comparison to movies - al-
lows greater artistic risk-taking, both in terms of 
money and outcomes.

Subversive poetic material can also be more 
easily hidden in metaphor, wordplay and nuance, 
as was famously achieved by The Shamen in 1992 
with their class A drug-friendly hit Ebeneezer 
Goode. Occasionally, even grassroots ilms like the 
documentary Deadly Deception (1991) have bro-
ken through and triggered signi icant direct reform 
of government and corporate activity. In this case, 
it prompted General Electric to close its armaments 
division. But if songs can be successful by simply 
appealing through posturing to a niche audience, 
why should they trouble anyone anyway?

The 17th-century Scottish political activist An-
dre Fletcher once said: “Let me make the songs of 
a nation, and I care not who makes its laws.” As it 
stands, activists do not have control over the laws. 
But there is space for musicians to be more politi-
cal in their art, even if the potency of the form itself 
has some limitations.

[Matthew Alford is Teaching Fellow: Film, 
Media & American Studies, University of Bath; 

Patrycja Rozbicka is Lecturer in Politics and 
International Relations, Aston University]

As Childish Gambino shows, pop music can be
powerfully political– despite censorship

PAUL DUFFILL
theconversation.com

The opening of the US embassy in 
Jerusalem last week represented 

a major PR coup for Israel, a move the 
country had sought for decades. It 
also came hot on the heels of anoth-
er celebrated Israeli PR victory – the 
win by Israeli singer Netta Barzilai in 
the hugely popular Eurovision song 
contest.

The New York Times hailed Barzi-
lai’s win as a “diplomatic victory and 
national vindication” for Israeli Prime 
Minister Netanyahu and his support-
ers. Netanyahu himself proudly de-
clared Barzilai “the best ambassador 
of Israel”.

However, these PR successes were 
overshadowed by events near Israel’s 
border with Gaza. Last Monday, Israe-
li soldiers opened ire on Palestinian 
protesters in the “no-go zone” that 
Israel enforces in Gaza near the bor-
der, killing 60 Palestinians, including 
eight children, and injuring more 
than 2,000.

It was the bloodiest day in the 
Israeli-Palestinian con lict in four 
years. And the international re-
sponse was ierce. Senior UN of i-
cials condemned the violence as an 
“outrageous human rights violation”. 
Even Israeli media noted it was Is-
rael’s anti-Palestinian violence, not 
Netta Barzilai or the embassy move, 
dominating international headlines.

This international condemnation 
of Israeli violence lies in the face of 
what has been a concerted, long-term 
PR strategy by Israel to occlude its ac-
tions against the Palestinians and im-
prove its image on the international 
stage. The well-funded “Brand Israel” 
campaign, launched in 2005, was in-
tended to improve Israel’s soft power 
and show what makes the country 
attractive from a tourism, culture and 

foreign investment perspective. But 
as the recent backlash against Israel 
illustrates, it’s struggling to change 
opinions.

MUSICIANS AS SOFT 
POWER TOOLS

Following the 2009 Gaza con lict, Is-
raeli of icials declared a plan to send 
novelists, art exhibitions and theatre 
productions overseas in order to 
“show Israel’s prettier face, so we are 
not thought of purely in the context of 
war,” as Arye Mekel, the Foreign Min-
istry’s deputy director for cultural af-
fairs, put it.

Israel also reportedly requires 
artists who receive state funding to 
sign a loyalty pledge “to promote the 
policy interests of the State of Israel 
via culture and art, including contrib-
uting to creating a positive image for 
Israel”.

On top of this, a series of PR man-
uals have been published by public 
relations specialists and pro-Israel 
supporters over the years, recom-
mending that Israel continue to use 
“culture” (and other PR and market-
ing tools) to promote a positive image 
of the country. Some of these manuals 
have been authored or supported by 
right-wing American spin doctor and 
pollster Frank Luntz.

In the US, Luntz developed PR 
campaigns for Republican opponents 
of healthcare reform and was credit-
ed with convincing former President 
George W. Bush to stop using the 
term “global warming” in favor of “cli-
mate change”, because the latter term 
“sounds a more controllable and less 
emotional challenge”.

In the cultural sphere, Israeli 
government of icials have heartily 
promoted big-name artists who have 
performed in Israel, such as Alicia 
Keys and Radiohead. Within days of 
Ringo Starr announcing a concert 

in Tel Aviv this June, international 
pro-Israel organisations were al-
ready celebrating a victory.

Israeli government supporters 
have even set up an entertainment 
executives lobby group – whose ori-
gins and motives have attracted con-
troversy – to pressure artists to per-
form in Israel and disregard boycott 
calls.

PUSH-BACK FROM ARTISTS
Despite these efforts, a range of 
prominent musicians, actors and art-
ists have decided against performing 
in Israel or visiting the country. Ac-
cording to the Palestinian-led Boy-
cott, Divestment, Sanctions organ-
isation, artists who have cancelled 
performances in Israel or declined to 
perform there include Elvis Costello, 
Lauryn Hill, U2, Bjork, Jean-Luc God-
ard, Snoop Dogg, Cat Power, and Va-
nessa Paradis, among others.

In December, the New Zealand 
singer Lorde cancelled a Tel Aviv 
concert following calls for an Israel 
boycott from human rights activ-
ists. More than a hundred writers, 
actors, directors and musicians 
pledged their support for her de-
cision. The move attracted intense 
media coverage, as well as threats 
directed towards activists. Pro-Is-
rael organisations claimed that it 
was Lorde herself who was a vic-
tim of bullying - by human rights 
activists.

Israeli government supporters 
in the Florida state legislature even 
tried to ban Lorde from performing 
in the Sunshine State, and unsuccess-
fully pressured concert venues to 
cancel her shows.

Then, in apparent response to Is-
rael’s recent attacks on Gaza protest-
ers, Israeli-American actress Natalie 
Portman refused to accept a prize a 
few weeks ago that was to be award-

ed to her by Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu. She said at the 
time she didn’t “want to appear as 
endorsing Benjamin Netanyahu” and 
“the mistreatment of those suffering 
from today’s atrocities is simply not 
in line with my Jewish values.” It was 
a remarkable development given 
Portman’s previously staunch pro-Is-
rael positions.

A NEW RESPONSE?
The Israeli attacks on Gaza protest-
ers and the opening of the new US 
embassy in Jerusalem last week were 
also met by a chorus of concerns and 
criticisms from the Jewish-American 
community, many of whom identify 
as “pro-Israel”, including US Senator 
Bernie Sanders.

Israel quickly deployed its PR ef-
forts to carefully manage its response 
to the international condemnation.

However, research in interna-
tional conflict resolution shows 
how stands by cultural figures like 
Lorde and Portman can make im-
portant contributions to reducing 
violence and driving peace efforts. 
Evidence from fields as diverse as 
terrorism studies, peace building, 
and international conflict reso-
lution demonstrates that an im-
balance of power and associated 
human rights abuses are major 
blocks to achieving peace through 
dialogue.

Israel clearly maintains a signif-
icant power imbalance over the Pal-
estinians. By refusing invitations to 
Israel to be potential PR instruments, 
these artists are refusing to contrib-
ute to this power imbalance that is a 
such heavy obstacle to peace.

[the writer is Honorary Re-
search Fellow, Department 
of Peace and Con lict Stud-

ies, University of Sydney]

Israel is prioritising PR over peace-
building in the Middle East
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I
t is with great sadness that Shri Tika Gurung and family announces 

the passing away of their youngest daughter Smt. Urmila Gurung on 

17.05.2018.

Smt.Urmila Gurung will be lovingly remembered by her father 

Shri. Tika Gurung, mother Smt. Shakuntala Gurung, sister Smt. Pra-

mila Gurung, brother Shri. Pravat Gurung and husband Shri. Jigme 

Tshering Bhutia. She will also be fondly remembered by her two nieces 

Pareen Taj Gurung, Veda Rana, brother-in-law Shri. Navin Rana and 

sister-in-law Smt.Shweta Pradhan.

Smt. Urmila Gurung born on 2nd October 1978 all of age 39 truly 

lived life to the fullest through simple pleasures such as spending time 

with her family, guiding her nieces and carrying out generous charity 

work whenever time permitted. She was an aff ectionate daughter who 

loved her mother and father beyond words, a doting sister who looked 

after the well-being of her siblings, a loyal loving companion to her 

spouse and a warm and genuine friend to those who knew her well. She 

was so smart yet so funny with a childlike innocence and a big heart. 

Even when times got tough, she could always make anyone laugh. She 

was a true fi ghter who fought life’s battles and came out of it stronger. 

Her untimely death has caused irreparable loss to many particularly her 

family and she will always be fondly remembered as a true “Angel” in 

all forms.

A Memorial service in her name will be held on 24th May (Th urs-

day) at her residence at PRAURMILA COTTAGE, MAJHIGOAN 

JORETHANG.

Urmila Gurung will forever be remembered by her family and her 

well-wishers.

For further details, you may contact:

• 94340 57367/96098 95767 - Tika Gurung 

• 7872209474- Jigme Tshering Bhutia

• 9733670372- Pravat Gurung

• 8145620806- Anula Gurung

tion with the youth, the 
CM asked them to take 
advantage of the oppor-
tunities provided by the 
government and en-
couraged them to step 
up and work towards 
making Sikkim an eco-
nomically stable State 
in the country. 

During the pro-
gramme, panchayats and 
NMC councilors placed 
their demands for the 
development of Namchi 
which the CM assured to 
sanction accordingly. 

CM interacts 
with public 
of Namchi-
Singithang...
contd from pg01
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West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter, Mamata Banerjee, is 

scheduled to visit Kalimpong on 
her second of icial tour from 28 
May to 01 June.

This will be her irst visit 
since Kalimpong was declared a 
district on 14 Feb, 2017.

Meanwhile, Member of Par-
liament [Rajya Sabha], Shanta 
Chettri, who is also the District 

Coordinator of Trinamool Con-
gress (TMC) has also arrived in 
Kalimpong. 

She chaired a party meeting 
at Taekwondo Hall near Kalim-
pong District Library along with 
other party leaders from differ-
ent parts of the district to orga-
nize and plan the CM’s ive-day 
visit to Kalimpong. 

“We will be welcoming her 
all the way from Bagdogra Air-

port with a huge gathering and 
drive up to Kalimpong” said 
Chettri.

President, Gorkha Janamuk-
ti Yuwa Morcha, Bidur Rai also 
said that the morcha will also 
welcome Ms Banerjee .

On 29 May, the CM will at-
tend a programme of all Devel-
opment Boards at Ronaldshay 
Park. 

She will also attend the 
irst Administrative Meeting on 

30 May ether at Dr. Graham’s 
Homes or at Kalimpong Science 
Centre.

Meanwhile, the Public 
Works Department is in a 
hurry to patch over potholes 
in the road to Deolo where 
she will be staying, and 
starting tomorrow, the con-
struction of the stage for the 
programme of different de-
velopment boards will begin, 
inform Board members.

Kalimpong gears up to welcome Mamata

I , M  23 
(PTI): The Indo-Tibetan 
Border Police (ITBP) has 
offered to provide pre-re-
cruitment training to lo-
cal youths in Arunachal 
Pradesh to help them get 
employed in the force, an 
of icial release said.

ITBP Director Gen-
eral (DG) R K Pachnan-
da called on Arunachal 
Pradesh Chief Minister 
Pema Khandu yesterday 
and said such pre-re-
cruitment training 
would equip local youths 
with basic physical it-
ness required for quali-
fying in recruitments in 
the force.

The chief minister ap-
preciated the ITBP DG’s 
offer to provide pre-re-
cruitment training to lo-
cal youths and assured to 
take up the coordination 
part of it in a meeting 
with the deputy commis-
sioners scheduled in the 
second week of June.

Pachnanda said ITBP 
was willing to offer its 
services like medical and 
health camps in border 
areas of the state at reg-

ular intervals, the release 
said yesterday.

The ITBP has post-
ed ten battalions in 
Arunachal Pradesh.

Khandu requested 
for creation of two new 
battalions exclusively of 
local youths.

The chief minister 
said that local youths 
were physically as well as 
mentally acclimatized to 
the dif icult terrains and 
topography of the region.

As ITBP is a special-
ised mountain force, he 
said youths of the state 
would be best suited for 
the job.

Pachnanda requested 
the state government to 
pursue with the Union 
Home Ministry as ITBP 
would be more than hap-
py to have any number of 
battalions consisting ex-
clusively of local youths 
from the home state.

Till the time such ex-
clusive battalions were 
created, he said pre-re-
cruitment trainings 
would enable more and 
more local youths to get 
employed in the force.

ITBP offers pre-
recruitment training 
for Arunachal youths

T , M  
23 (PTI): Amid the outbreak of 
the Nipah virus, the Kerala gov-
ernment today asked travellers 
to avoid visiting four northern 
districts of the state -- Kozhiko-
de, Malappuram, Wayanad and 
Kannur.

In an advisory issued by 
Health Secretary Rajeev Sad-
anandan, it was stated that trav-
elling to any part of Kerala was 
safe. But if travellers wished 
to be extra cautious, they may 
avoid the four districts, it said.

“A few cases of infection by 
Nipah virus have been reported 
from Kozhikode district in Kera-
la. The infection remains highly 
localised, all cases being linked 
to one family,” the advisory said.

Surveillance by the gov-
ernment is being conducted in 
Kozhikode district, from where 
most of the cases were report-
ed, and in the neighbouring dis-
tricts of Malappuram, Wayanad 
and Kannur, it said.

“The Health department is 
taking effective steps for man-

agement of reported cases and 
surveillance through tracing of 
the contact of these persons. 
The situation remains under 
control,” the advisory said.

Meanwhile, 2,000 Ribavirin 
tablets, an antiviral medicine, 
have already reached Kozhiko-
de.

Another batch of 8,000 tab-
lets are expected to be delivered 
later in the day, Health depart-
ment sources said.

Ten persons have died of 
Nipah virus so far in Kozhikode 
and Malappuram districts.

Two more persons who died 
of high fever are suspected to 

have contracted the virus.
Nipah virus (NiV) infection is 

a newly emerging zoonosis that 
causes severe disease in both 
animals and humans.

The natural host of the virus 
are fruit bats of the Pteropodi-
dae family, Pteropus genus.

Nipah: Travellers asked to 
avoid 4 Kerala districts
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Heat wave 
to continue 
till May 
27: IMD
N  D , M  23 
(PTI): The northern and 
central India may not see 
any respite from soaring 
mercury this week as the 
Met department today 
expected the heat wave 
to continue till May 27.

The IMD has also 
sounded a red-coded 
alert for Haryana, Ra-
jasthan and west Uttar 
Pradesh until May 27.

It has also issued 
an amber-colour alert 
for east Uttar Pradesh, 
Madhya Pradesh and the 
Vidharbha region of Ma-
harashtra.

There are four types 
of colour codes signify-
ing the level of caution 
-- green (which means no 
action), yellow (situation 
to be watched), amber 
(government agencies to 
be prepared for severe 
weather) and red (action 
needed by the agencies) 

“Heat wave condi-
tions are very likely to 
occur at many parts of 
west Rajasthan, Haryana, 
Chandigarh and Delhi, 
at some parts of West 
Madhya Pradesh, Vidar-
bha, Punjab and East 
Rajasthan and at one or 
two pockets over north 
Gujarat region, Saurash-
tra, Kutch, East Mad-
hya Pradesh, Himachal 
Pradesh, Uttarakhand 
and Uttar Pradesh,” the 
IMD said in its forecast 
for tomorrow. 

On the other hand, 
the IMD said that thun-
derstorm accompanied 
with gusty winds are 
very likely at isolated 
places over north Kera-
la, coastal Tamil Nadu, 
Puducherry, Karnataka, 
Lakshadweep, Haryana, 
Chandigarh, Delhi, Uttar 
Pradesh and east Rajas-
than.

With that, it also pre-
dicted “very likely” heavy 
rains at isolated places of 
Arunachal Pradesh, As-
sam and Meghalaya.

WRITE US: Readers 
are invited to comment 
on, criticise, run down, 
even appreciate if they 
like something in this 
paper. Letters carrying 
abusive/ indecorous 
language and per-
sonal attacks, except 
when against people 
responsible in this 
newspaper (who are 
fair game), will have 
to be ignored. Letters 
which carry forward 
a conversation or ini-
tiate a dialogue will 
command immediate 
attention and receive 
prominence.  Mail us 
at: letters@summit-
times.com
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SUMMIT REPORT
G , 23 M :

Three itness enthusi-
asts from Sikkim are 

set to participate in the 
upcoming Strongman In-
dia League to be held in 
Goa on 27 May. 

Former Mr Sikkim, 
Legden Bhutia, along 
with Lalit Rai and Bhim 
Chetrri of Sikkim Hard-
core Gym have received 
an invitation to represent 
Sikkim in the league. 

More than 40 athletes 

from all over the country 
are set to showcase their 
strength via different 
forms of weight lifting.  

Winner of the league 
will participate in the 
Strongman Champions 
League Competition to be 

held in Finland in August. 
Legden Bhutia pro-

motes power lifting, 
weightlifting and natural 
bodybuilding in Sikkim 
and has expressed his 
desire to conduct Strong-
man League in Sikkim.

Three fi tness enthusiasts to represent 
Sikkim in Strongman India League 

M , M  23 (PTI): Mahendra 
Singh Dhoni was soaking in everything 
with his usual calm demeanour before 
attributing Chennai Super Kings’ sev-
enth IPL inal appearance to “dressing 
room atmosphere”, a far cry from the 
awe that was best summed up by a pop-
ular teammate’s groovy tribute.

Coming back after a two-year ban, 
two-time champions CSK last night 
pulled off a thrilling two-wicket win 
over Sunrisers Hyderabad to make the 
inal of the cash-rich league, with Faf du 

Plessis leading the chase.
“We have been a very good team 

over the past ten seasons, but it’s more 
about the dressing room atmosphere,” 
Dhoni said at the post-match presenta-
tion ceremony. 

The two-time World Cup winning 
captain added, “And you can’t do that 
without the players and the support 
staff. And if atmosphere is not good, 
then players go to different directions. 
But somehow, we have managed to 
keep our boys on track.” 

All-rounder Dwayne Bravo cele-
brated the victory with a dance in the 
dressing room. A video of the same was 
posted on Twitter by Chennai Super 
Kings, in which Bravo and Harbhajan 
Singh are seen dancing in front of skip-
per Dhoni.

“Always happy when we win. Being 
in the top two gives you that liberty to 
have one more game.” 

Du Plessis’ 67 off 42 balls enabled 
CSK to chase down a tricky target of 
140 in 19.1 overs after being down at 
92 for seven.

“Faf’s innings, is where experience 

counts. It’s not easy when you don’t 
play a lot of games but I always say you 
need to train your mind as well. That’s 
where the experience comes in. You vi-
sualise what your role is, how you can 
contribute and Faf has been brilliant,” 
Dhoni said.

Chasing a modest target of 140, CSK 
were down in dumps at 92 for 7 before 
Du Plessis (67 off 42 balls) engineered 
a stunning comeback and ittingly in-
ished the match with a straight six off 
Bhuvneshwar Kumar.

“If we would’ve lost, you still give 
yourself a second chance. They bowled 
very well, and there was a bit for the fast 
bowlers. Bhuvi bowled well, backed up 
well by Rashid. We kept losing wickets, 
and so we had to push ourselves. Losing 
three-four wickets in the middle always 
puts you on pressure. Plus, they have a 
mystery bowler. 

It’s good to win a game like this, 
but what’s more important, is knowing 
how we can improve.” 

With 43 needing off last three overs, 
Du Plessis, who opened the batting, 
launched into Carlos Brathwaite’s 18th 
over smashing him for 20 runs which 
included two sixes and two fours. Hav-
ing done precious little in the tourna-
ment so far, the stylish right-hander put 
his hand up when it mattered most.

“Our bowling combination is the 
best we have, and from the beginning 
I’ve been using different players at 
different stages to test them. You have 
to keep shuf ling to know who can do 
what for you, and at what time. It may 
hurt you sometimes, and the best bowl-
ers are playing these games.

D , M  23 (PTI): New Zealand’s Mike 
Hesson today replaced Australian Darren 
Lehmann as the coach representative in 
the ICC Cricket Committee led by former 
India captain Anil Kumble.

Lehmann had stepped down as Austra-
lia coach in the wake of the ball-tamper-
ing controversy in South Africa in March, 
making him ineligible to be a part of the 
committee.

Former Australia women’s captain and 
ICC Cricket Hall of Famer Belinda Clark 
and Scotland captain Kyle Coetzer have 
also been appointed to the committee, the 
ICC said in a statement.

Andrew Strauss and Mahela Jayawar-
dena are past player representatives.

Clark has been appointed as the wom-
en’s cricket representative and replaces 
Clare Connor (who has completed her 
third and inal three-year term), Coezter 
has replaced Ireland’s Kevin O’Brien as the 
Associate Members representative (Ire-
land is now a Full Member, which means 

O’Brien has become ineligible).
Hesson, 43, has been New Zealand’s 

coach since 2012. He masterminded the 
Black Caps’ maiden appearance in the i-
nal of the World Cup in 2015.

Under Hesson, New Zealand achieved 
their highest Test, ODI and T20I rankings, 
rising to third in Tests in July 2015, second 
in ODIs in May 2016 and No.1 in T20Is in 

May 2016. 
Clark captained Australia 

to World Cup titles in 1997 
and 2005. She also played 
15 Tests and 118 ODIs in a 
career spanning from 1991 
to 2005 during which she 
scored 919 and 4,844 runs 
respectively. 

Coetzer made his interna-
tional debut in 2008 and has 
to date played 49 ODIs and 39 
T20Is in which he has scored 
1,911 and 850 runs respec-
tively. He replaced Gordon 
Drummond as Scotland cap-

tain in May 2013.
All three have been appointed to the 

committee for an initial three-year term 
each and next week’s annual meeting in 
Mumbai will be their irst meeting.

The Cricket Committee will be meeting 
in Mumbai on May 28 and 29 to discuss, 
among other issues, the relevance of toss.

Spirit of Cricket and player behaviour, 
World Test Championship playing condi-
tions and the pace of play are some of the 
items on the agenda for the meeting.

The ICC Cricket Committee is repre-
sentative of all stakeholders in the modern 
game, including players, umpires and the 
media. 

It is empowered to make recommen-
dations on cricket playing issues to the 
Chief Executives’ Committee (CEC) and, if 
the matter is a policy matter, the ICC Board 
for approval.

The ICC Cricket Committee: 
Chairman Anil Kumble (former India 

captain) 
Ex-Of icio Shashank Manohar (ICC 

Chairman) and David Richardson (ICC 
Chief Executive) 

Past Player representatives Andrew 
Strauss (former England captain); Mahela 
Jayawardena (former Sri Lanka captain) 

Current Player representatives Rahul 
Dravid (former India captain); Tim May 

(former Australia off-spinner and ex-CEO 
of FICA) 

Full Member team coach represen-
tative Mike Hesson (New Zealand team 
coach) 

Associate Members representative 
Kyle Coetzer (Scotland captain) 

Women’s Cricket representative Be-
linda Clark (Former Australia captain, ICC 
Cricket Hall of Famer and two-time World 
Cup winning captain) 

Full Member representative David 
White (NZC chief executive) 

Media representative Shaun Pollock 
(former South Africa captain and a re-
spected commentator) 

Umpires’ representative Richard Ket-
tleborough (member of the Emirates Elite 
Panel of ICC Umpires) 

Referees’ representative Ranjan Madu-
galle (ICC chief match referee and former 
Sri Lanka captain) 

MCC representative John Stephenson 
(MCC’s Head of Cricket).

Hesson replaces Lehmann in Kumble-led ICC Cricket Committee

Calm Dhoni says
it’s more about ‘dressing

room atmosphere’

M , M  23 (PTI): 
A senior of icial of The 
Federation Internationale 
de Volleyball (FIVB) has 
said that the upcoming 
Pro Volleyball League was 
an important step to de-
velop the sport in India.

In a letter addressed 
to Volleyball Federation 
of India Secretary Gener-
al Ramavtar Singh Jakhar, 
FIVB President Ary S 

Graca congratulated VFI 
on setting up a profes-
sional volleyball league.

“I congratulate you 
on the creation of the 
Pro Volleyball League in 
India. This is the most 
important step for the de-
velopment of our beloved 
sport in the country.

Developing the sport 
of Volleyball in India is 
one of the top priorities 

for FIVB and we extend 
all our support to the Pro 
Volleyball league in as 
many ways as possible,” 
Graca said in the letter.

The Pro Volleyball 
League which will com-
mence post the Asian 
Games 2018, in mid-Sep-
tember, will be played 
across two cities in the 
country.

Pro Volleyball
League important step for sport’s

development: FIVB of icial

P , M  23 (PTI): One of 
contemporary cricket’s greatest 
batsmen, AB de Villiers, today called 
time on his illustrious international 
career, claiming to be “out of gas” af-
ter 14 years in the top league.

The 34-year-old former South 
African skipper said his jaded body 
was no longer in a position to take 
the rigours of international crick-
et after a staggering 420 matches 
across three formats with over 
20,000 runs and 47 hundreds. He 
averaged over 50 in both the Tests 
and ODIs.

“I have decided to retire from all 
international cricket with immedi-
ate effect. After 114 Test matches, 
228 ODI’s and 78 T20 Interna-
tionals, it is time for others to take 
over. I have had my turn, and to be 
honest, I am tired,” De Villiers an-
nounced through a video message 
on social networking site twitter.

This is a tough decision, I have 
thought long and hard about it and 
I’d like to retire while still playing 
decent cricket. After the fantastic 
series wins against India and Aus-
tralia, now feels like the right time 
to step aside,” De Villiers’ deci-
sion epitomised the age-old truth 
of sport -- quit when people ask 
“why” rather than “why not”.

While he remains a sought after 
player in leagues across the world 

and could have played the shorter 
formats, the affable Proteas dasher 
didn’t want to pick and choose.

“It would not be right for me to 
pick and choose where, when and 
in what format I play for the Prote-
as. For me, in the green and gold, it 
must be everything or nothing.

“I will always be grateful to the 
coaches and staff of Cricket South Af-
rica (CSA) for their support through 
all these years. The most import-
ant thank you goes out to all of my 
teammates throughout my career, I 
wouldn’t be half the player that I am 
without the support throughout the 
years,” said De Villiers.

It’s not about earning more 
somewhere else, it’s about running 
out of gas and feeling that it is the 
right time to move on. Everything 
comes to an end. To the cricket 
fans around South Africa and the 
world, thank you for your kindness 
and generosity, and today, for your 
understanding.”

In fact, de Villiers said that he 
didn’t plan to play overseas, which 
means that he will not be seen in 
RCB colours in the IPL next season.

“I have no plans to play over-
seas. In fact, I hope I can continue 
to be available for the Titans in 
domestic cricket. I will continue to 
be the biggest supporter of Faf du 
Plessis and the Proteas.”

De Villiers holds the records 
for the fastest 50 (16 balls), 100 
(31 balls) and 150 (64 balls) of 
all time in One Day Internation-
als. The swahbuckling batsman is 
a three-time ICC ODI player of the 
year, clinching the trophy in 2010, 
2014 and 2015.

De Villiers succeeded Graeme 
Smith as ODI captain after the 
2011 World Cup. He later took over 
the Test captaincy from Hashim 
Amla. However, he stepped down 
from leader of the ive-day format 
in 2016 due to an elbow injury.

Cricket South Africa president, 
Chris Nenzani, paid tribute to the 
innovative batsman.

“AB is one of the all-time greats 
of South African cricket who has 
thrilled spectators around the 
world with his sheer brilliance, 
coupled to his ability to innovate 
and take modern day batting in all 
three formats, but particularly in 
the white ball ones, to new levels.

“What is probably more im-
portant is the inspiration he has 
been to his team mates whether 
playing at international or domes-
tic level and the wonderful role 
model he has been to all our as-
piring youngsters. It goes without 
saying that he is going to be great-
ly missed wherever international 
cricket is played,” he concluded.

‘Out of Gas’ De Villiers retires 
from international cricket

once in a lifetime oppor-
tunity,” Mr Rai expressed. 

He further urged oth-
er schools of the State to 
invite Mr Khanna with 
his exhibition to their re-
spective schools for the 
bene it of students.

Speaking to media 
persons, Mr Khanna 
mentioned that that main 
aim of conducting the 
exhibition was to gener-
ate awareness on Indian 
heritage and encourage 
youth to value their rich 
history and heritage.

“I have been collect-
ing ancient artefacts for 
17 years from different 
cities of the country. I 
have already organized 
similar exhibitions in 64 
schools across the coun-
try and this is the 65th in 
the series,” he informed.

Tashi Namgyal Acad-
emy is set to host the 
exhibition on 25 and 26 
May. 

contd from pg01

Neil Tara 
Academy 
hosts 
Rohit 
Khanna’s 
Heritage 
Exhibition 
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istic cinema.
That’s what attracted him to 

“Bioscopewala”, an adaptation of 
Rabindranath Tagore’s classic short 
story “Kabuliwala”. The ilm, direct-
ed by Deb Medhekar, releases this 
Friday.

He believes the beautiful por-
trayal of the loneliness of the mi-
grant and his bond with a little girl in 
Kolkata city, who reminds him of his 

daughter in Afghanistan, is behind 
the timelessness of the story.

“Though there are changes from 
the original story, the soul of the sto-
ry is intact and that’s what attracted 
me to this ilm. They have changed 
the time period and have set it in the 
early ‘80s and I have become a bio-
scopewala instead of the dry fruit 
seller that Tagore wrote about,” says 
the actor.

Danny says he only accepts roles 
that interest him now.

“In the industry, people know 
everyone’s temperament and I be-
lieve in being honest rather than 
keeping people waiting. If I don’t like 
the script, I tell them, ‘I’m so sorry, 
the script is not good’. If I know the 
person, I tell them, ‘Yaar, please don’t 
make it’.”

Besides acting, Denzongpa also 
directed the 1980 ilm “Phir Wahi 
Raat”. If the mood dictates, he says 
he might just ind himself behind the 
camera again.

The space for the larger than life 
villain has shrunk with realism mak-
ing an entry into the commercial 
arena.

“The cinema of ‘70s and ‘80s 
was about action and revenge. For a 
script like that, you needed a strong 
villain and a strong hero. When we 
started, it was the era of romantic 
and family ilms but with the rise of 
Amitji (Amitabh Bachchan), came 
the phase of action ilms, which last-
ed for almost three decades and then 

it changed again in ‘90s with Salman 
and Shah Rukh as romantic heroes.”

The audiences, Danny believes, 
are more diverse now and want to 
see characters from real life.

“What used to worry me and still 
does is that our quality is still not 
great. We are the largest ilm indus-
try in the world and make over 1,200 
ilms but there should be at least one 
ilm that earns name and fame glob-

ally. This is still not happening. But 
the time is right for that to happen.

I’m like an alien in the ilm industry: Danny
Contd from pg04

W , M  23 (PTI): 
US President Donald Trump 
said yesterday that he was 
“little surprised” at North 
Korean leader Kim Jong-un’s 
“different attitude” after his 
second meeting with Chinese 
President Xi Jinping.

Xi and Kim met in the 
northeastern city of Dalian in 
an unannounced visit by the 
North Korean leader on May 8.

Trump said the meeting 
between the two leaders was 
not a great meeting as there 
has been a change in North 
Korea’s attitude after that.

“I think that President Xi 
is a world class poker player. 
I probably maybe doing the 
same thing that he would do. 
But I will say this, there was a 
somewhat different attitude 

after that meeting, and I’m a 
little surprised,” Trump told 
reporters at the White House.

“Now maybe nothing 

happened, I’m not blaming 
anybody. But I’m just saying 
maybe nothing happened and 
maybe it did. But there was a 

different attitude by the North 
Korean folks after that meet-
ing. So I don’t think it was a 
great meeting,” Trump said.

Nobody knew about the 
meeting and all of a sudden 
it was reported that he was in 
China a second time, he said.

“The irst time everybody 
knew about, the second time 
was like a surprise. And I think 
things changed after that 
meeting. So I can’t say that I’m 
happy about it,” Trump said 
in presence of South Korean 
President Moon Jae-in.

He also asked Moon for his 
views on the Xi-Kim meeting.

“Now President Moon may 
have a different opinion, I’d like 
to have your opinion on that. 
What you thought of the sec-
ond meeting with President Xi, 
what is your feeling? You may 
have an opinion,” Trump asked.

“I don’t want to get him in 
trouble, he lives next to Chi-

na. You know, he’s not too far 
away,” he said. “The second 
meeting I think there was a 
little change in attitude from 
Kim Jong-un”, he said.

“Hope that’s not true, be-
cause I have a great relationship 
with President Xi. He’s a friend 
of mine, he likes me, I like him. I 
mean that was two of the great 
days of my life being in China. 
I don’t think anybody’s ever 
been treated better in China in 
their history,” he said.

“It was an incredible thing 
to see. We built a very good 
relationship, we speak a lot. 
But there was a difference 
when Kim Jong-un left China 
the second time. And I think 
they were dedicating an air-
craft carrier that the United 
States paid for,” Trump said.

Change in Kim Jong-un’s attitude after
his meeting with Xi: Trump

Myanmar’s army was not the only group that slaughtered civilians in the country, Amnesty International has concluded. Rohingya insur-
gents carried out at least one brutal massacre in Rakhine state, the organisation says. Amnesty has investigated the alleged killings of 

minority Hindus on 25 August last year and concluded that Rohingya militants were involved. Myanmar’s army was not the only group that 
slaughtered civilians in the country, Amnesty International has concluded. Rohingya insurgents carried out at least one brutal massacre in 
Rakhine state, the organisation says. Amnesty has investigated the alleged killings of minority Hindus on 25 August last year and concluded 
that Rohingya militants were involved.

B , M  23 (PTI): Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping has 
said with the entry of India 
and Pakistan, the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation 
(SCO) has gained more poten-
tial for cooperation and more 
expectations from the inter-
national community.

In his address to the 
representatives to the 13th 
meeting of Security Council 
Secretaries of the SCO here 
yesterday, Xi said maintaining 
regional security and stability 
has been the top priority of 
the bloc since it was founded.

“The SCO members have 
fought the ‘three evil forces’ of 
terrorism, separatism and ex-
tremism; prevented the over-
low of negative effects from 

hot issues; and made import-
ant contributions to keeping 
regional peace, development 
and prosperity,” Xi was quot-
ed as saying by the state-run 
China Daily.

Xi pointed out that when 
the SCO accepted Pakistan 
and India last year as new 

members, it gained more po-
tential for cooperation and 
more expectations from the 
international community.

Deputy National Securi-
ty Adviser Rajinder Khanna, 
Pakistan’s NSA Nasser Khan 
Janjua along with top security 
of icials of the SCO member 
countries called on Xi after 
the conclusion of their two-
day meeting here yesterday.

The security of icials met 
ahead of the SCO summit in the 
Chinese city of Qingdao to be 
held on June 9-10. Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi is scheduled 
to take part in the summit.

It will be the irst summit 
of the SCO after India and Pa-
kistan were admitted into the 
bloc last year.

The SCO, in which China 
plays an in luential role, is 

comprised of China, Kazakh-
stan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Ta-
jikistan, Uzbekistan, India and 
Pakistan.

Khanna, who is also the 
Secretary of the National Se-
curity Council Secretariat, 
today called on Xi along with 
other Secretaries of National 
Security Councils attending 
the meeting.

In his address to the SCO 

security of icials, Xi said the 
member countries have ex-
panded areas of cooperation 
and enriched their experience 
in cooperation.

“Numerous challenges re-
main, including the ‘three evil 
forces’ plus drug smuggling 
and cross-border organised 
crime, each of which threat-
ens the region. The risks re-
quire SCO members to handle 
the issues properly through 
correct judgments,” he said.

The SCO members should 
uphold the strategic direc-
tion of security cooperation, 
continue to boost mutual 
strategic trust, enhance coor-
dination of policy, uphold jus-
tice and jointly push the res-
olution of regional hot issues 
through political and diplo-
matic measures, Xi said.

Xi called on the other SCO 
members to build up their ca-
pacity for joint security oper-
ations and build an ef icient 
law-enforcement coopera-
tion network.

China will continue to in-

tegrate its national security 
with regional security, work 
with SCO members to build 
a new type of international 
relations with features of mu-
tual respect, justice and win-
win cooperation; and push to 
build a community of shared 
future for mankind, Xi said.

The SCO security of i-
cials during their meeting 
discussed with Xi issues like 
ighting terrorism and the 

“three evil forces”, bee ing 
up information security and 
maintaining social stability, 
the report said.

China’s Minister of Public 
Security Zhao Kezhi who pre-
sided over the SCO security 
of icials meeting told report-
ers that the representatives 
reached important consen-
suses during the meeting.

The relevant sides have 
agreed to submit such docu-
ments as enhancing coopera-
tion in ighting the “three evil 
forces” to the SCO summit in 
Qingdao for further approval, 
he said.

India, Pak entry into SCO increased potential for cooperation: Xi

N Korea
preps 
nuclear site 
demolition 
despite US 
summit 
doubts
S , M  23 (AFP): 
Invited foreign journal-
ists began a long jour-
ney up North Korea’s 
east coast Wednesday 
to witness the slated de-
struction of the reclusive 
regime’s nuclear test site, 
a high pro ile gesture on 
the road to a summit 
with the US that Donald 
Trump now says might 
not happen.

In a surprise an-
nouncement Pyongyang 
said earlier this month 
that it planned to “com-
pletely” destroy the 
Punggye-ri facility in 
the country’s northeast, 
a move welcomed by 
Washington and Seoul.

Punggye-ri has been 
the staging ground for all 
six of the North’s nuclear 
tests, including its latest 
and by far most power-
ful one in September last 
year, which Pyongyang 
said was an H-bomb.

The demolition is due 
to take place sometime 
between Thursday and 
Friday, depending on the 
weather.

The North has por-
trayed the destruction 
on the test site as a good-
will gesture ahead of 
planned June 12 summit 
between Kim and Trump 
in Singapore.

But doubts have since 
been cast by both sides 
on whether that poten-
tially historic meeting 
will take place.

Last week Pyongyang 
threatened to pull out if 
Washington pressed for 
its unilateral nuclear dis-
armament. Trump also 
said the meeting could 
be delayed as he met 
with South Korean leader 
Moon Jae-in in Washing-
ton on Tuesday.

“There are certain 
conditions we want to 
happen. I think we’ll get 
those conditions. And if 
we don’t, we won’t have 
the meeting,” he told re-
porters, without elab-
orating on what those 
conditions might be.

Politically, Trump has 
invested heavily in the 
success of his meeting 
with Kim, and so pri-
vately most US of icials, 
as well as outside ob-
servers, believe it will go 
ahead.

But as the date draws 
near, Trump’s divergence 
from his top aides, the 
differences between the 
two sides and these high 
stakes are coming into 
sharp relief.

Washington has made 
it clear it wants to see the 
“complete, veri iable and 
irreversible denucleari-
sation” of the North.

Pyongyang has vowed 
it will never give up its 
nuclear deterrence until 
it feels safe from what it 
terms US aggression.

“Everything is on thin 
ice,” Koo Kab-woo, a pro-
fessor at the University 
of North Korean Studies 
in Seoul, told AFP.

“Trump wants a swift 
denuclearisation, some-
thing that will be done 
within his irst term in 
of ice. In that case, he has 
to provide North Korea 
with a corresponding, 
swift security guarantee.” 
Observers will be watch-
ing the nuclear test site 
destruction ceremony 
closely for any clues to 
the North’s mood.

Powerful cyclone 
churns in Arabian Sea 
toward Oman, Yemen
D , M  23 (AP): A powerful cyclone in 
the Arabian Sea is churning toward the coasts 
of Oman and Yemen, where forecasters an-
ticipate it will make landfall on Saturday.

Forecasters at India’s Meteorologi-
cal Department said today that Cyclone 
Mekunu will intensify into what they de-
scribed as a “very severe cyclonic storm.” 

They say the cyclone is now some 670 km 
off the coast of Salalah, a southern Omani port 
city near the sultanate’s border with Yemen.

Forecasters expect the storm will 
reach the coast on Saturday morning, with 
winds gusting as high as 180 kmph.

Authorities in Oman say they are pre-
pared for the storm to make landfall, warning it 
could cause looding and damage to homes.

Neighbouring Yemen remains 
locked in years long war.
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EtCETERA

LEGGY LEONA: Bleeding Love singer Leona Lewis 
shows off her legs in a cutaway thigh-split gown at 
the Environmental Media Association Awards at The 
Montage, in Beverly Hills.

ARIES: Your romantic side is 
powerfully charged today, Ari-
es. The more you tune into this 
side of your nature, the happier 
you’ll be. One thing to watch out 
for, however, is that you keep at 
least one foot on the ground at 
all times. Make sure you have 
a stable platform of honesty 
and practicality from which to 
work. Without it, you’ll be hard-
pressed to take down walls and 
put in windows.  
TAURUS: Attend to your duties 
today, Taurus. There’s a pro-
nounced sense of the passage 
of time and feeling that the days 
are slipping quickly by. Make 
sure you it love and romance 
somewhere into the equation. 
You may experience a bit of re-
sistance in this department at 

irst, but that indicates that this 
is an area you need to explore 
and ultimately feel more com-
fortable with.    
GEMINI: Two different sides 
could be tugging at you, Gemi-
ni. It may be that neither one is 
really making a strong case for 
pulling you one way or the oth-
er. Realize that adjustments may 
have to be made in order for you 
to it in the scheme of things and 
ful ill your responsibilities. A 
close loved one may be distract-
ing you in subtle ways. Try not 
to get too sidetracked if you can 
help it.  
CANCER: Tension may be a bit 
high in just about everyone and 
everything you encounter today, 
Cancer. Some will feel a strong 
need for stability and disci-

pline. Others may be calling for 
fun and carefree frivolity. You 
could be caught in the middle. 
The worst thing is that no side, 
including your own, is going to 
want to compromise. Try not to 
take things too seriously.  
LEO: Remember that you were 
put here to have fun, Leo, and 
that happiness is your true des-
tiny. Keep that in mind today, as 
forces may tend to pull you away 
from the fun you’ve been having. 
There is likely to be a sobering 
tone to the day that’s stubbornly 
working to rain on your parade. 
Recognize the need for struc-
ture and stability, but don’t let it 
bring you down.  
VIRGO: You, of all people, will 
appreciate the need for struc-
ture and stability on a day like 

this, Virgo. This practical energy 
could be taking some of the fun 
out of the equation. You may not 
recognize it at irst, but if you ar-
en’t careful, the fun in your life 
could be chipped away little by 
little. Make sure you hold tight 
to the things that give your life 
passion and purpose.  
LIBRA: Tension is apt to build to 
a high level if you aren’t careful 
about how you use words, Libra. 
The tricky thing is that forces are 
going to try to push you and pull 
you in different ways. You may 
encourage a focus on the col-
lective, while others worry only 
about themselves. Still another 
force calls for outdated remedies 
and traditional structures that 
no longer work for you. Blaze 
your own trail!  

SCORPIO: Take a look at what’s 
going on around you today, Scor-
pio. Do some internal processing 
before you reach a conclusion 
about the best way to proceed. 
You may ind that powerful forc-
es are trying to win you over to 
one camp or another. Don’t pi-
geonhole yourself into one way 
of doing things. Keep in mind 
that the best route is often a 
combination of several different 
paths.  
SAGITTARIUS: Watch out for a 
little jolt in the action as some-
one close to you puts on the 
brakes in your relationship, 
Sagittarius. Con licts could arise 
based on a need for more struc-
ture and stability. The imbalance 
between having fun and taking 
care of practical matters is work-

ing to slowly destroy the good 
thing that you have going. Nip 
this problem in the bud as soon 
as possible.  
CAPRICORN: Just when you 
thought you had everything 
planned out and working 
smoothly, Capricorn, love comes 
in and clogs up the works. Sud-
denly your attention is diverted 
and your concentration lies 
out the window as that dazzling 
creature catches your eye. This 
could be a good or a bad thing, 
depending on how you view the 
situation. Both aspects of your 
life are important. The key is 
inding a healthy balance be-

tween them.  
AQUARIUS: Your heart is going 
pitty-pat, Aquarius, and you’re 
tempted to escape to a romantic 

fantasyland in which you play 
the starring role. The bad news 
is that something could be trying 
to hold you back. It could be that 
responsibility is coming on the 
scene and reminding you that 
work needs to be done here in 
the real world before you can go 
off to your little fairytale world.  
PISCES: You may feel a bit of 
strain today as you try to igure 
out the best way to get to where 
you need to be, Pisces. On the 
one hand, the happy approach 
calls for you to let loose, be 
courageous, and strike out with 
conviction toward the things 
that mean the most to you. On 
the other, a sense of duty holds 
you back. Take the best of both 
worlds. Come up with your own 
plan of attack.
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Liam Neeson will use his 
particular set of skills 

to monitor and regulate 
extraterrestrial activity on 
earth in Sony’s upcoming 
Men in Black spinoff. The 
Men in Black franchise 
has been in a holding pat-
tern since Men in Black III 
hit theaters in 2012, with 
Tommy Lee Jones and Will 
Smith yet again reprising 
their roles as Agents K(ay) 
and J(ay). Sony toyed with 
the idea of crossing over 
the zany comic book-based 
series with the equally 
wacky Jump Street movies 
at one point, before ulti-
mately deciding to move forward with a 
spinoff instead.

The Men in Black spinoff doesn’t 
have an of icial title just yet, but it does 
have a director - Straight Outta Comp-
ton and Fate of the Furious’ F. Gary 
Gray - along with a pair of writers (Iron 
Man’s Matt Holloway and Art Marcum) 
and two leads, in the forms of Thor: 
Ragnarok costars Chris Hemsworth 
and Tessa Thompson. It was previously 
reported that Sony was casting an old-
er actor to round out the ilm’s main 
MIB agent crew with Hemsworth and 
Thompson - and now, the studio has 

found just that in Neeson.
Neeson has reportedly signed on 

to costar in the Men In Black spinoff 
as the head of the MIB organization’s 
base in London, which is where the 
film’s story begins. Hemsworth previ-
ously indicated that London might not 
be the only setting in what he prom-
ises will be an “epic and fun” Men in 
Black movie, teasing that the film will 
visit “different countries [and] cities” 
not seen in previous MIB adventures. 
For the time being, however, London 
appears to be the only confirmed 
backdrop for the Men in Black’s next 
big screen mission.

By joining the Men in Black spinoff, 
Neeson has added yet another note-
worthy item to his ever growing collec-
tion of franchise roles. He’s already co-
starred in the Star Wars movies, played 
a Batman villain, lent his voice to an 
animated LEGO igure and a talking lion 
from Narnia, and was even Zeus him-
self in the Clash of the Titans movies. 
That’s not to say he’s given up on one-off 
projects either; far from it, Neeson has 
roles in Steve McQueen’s heist thriller 
Widows and the Coen Brothers’ Net lix 
western anthology series The Ballad of 
Buster Scruggs on the horizon, among 
other things.

MEN IN BLACK SPINOFF CASTS 
LIAM NEESON IN LEAD ROLE

A sole ire ly 
greets Chi-

nese-Canadian 
singer Kris Wu in 
his latest music vid-
eo for “Like That.” 
Solo music has been 
the contemporary 
R&B artist’s recent 
venture, after leaving 
the South Korean-Chi-
nese boy band EXO and 
teaming up with Amer-
ican rappers like Travis 
Scott and Trippie Redd.

In “Like That,” Wu 
lusts over a girl, portrayed 
by model Stella Maxwell, 
who lights his ire and he 
contemplates her worth to him: “Tell 
me if we take a chance like that/ Got me 
spending all my cash like that.” Bright red 
and orange hues dance around the room 
of the party, and shimmer off the sequin 
dress the object of his affection is wearing.

His eyes glow as his pupils turn orange, 
but the girl he croons about in contempla-
tion during the second verse switches up the 

aes-
thetic to cooler 

tones while Wu is at a pool par-
ty. He sits atop a white house wearing a mil-
lennial pink two-piece set, looking down on 
the crowd with lime green and purple hair.

Toward the end of the video, he 
sings, “Turn me up like a ire/ Heat me 
up, burn me up like a lighter,” as Wu and 
his dream girl are accompanied by all 
types of iery objects: a car’s exhaust en-
gine, a lighter, a forest ire and the same 
ire ly from the beginning of the clip.  

KRIS WU PRESENTS BLAZING

VISUALS FOR ‘LIKE THAT’ VIDEO

SCIENTISTS REVEAL HOW 
MICHAEL JACKSON PULLED 
OFF SMOOTH CRIMINAL TILT
Michael Jackson’s gravity-defying Smooth Criminal dance 

move was down to core strength - and an illusion, scien-
tists have found.

The late singer was famous for being able to tilt 45 de-
grees, seemingly without anything to hold him up.

Fans were amazed to see him do the dance move in his 
1987 Smooth Criminal video - live.

However, a team of neurosurgeons has cracked the mys-
tery behind the seemingly impossible feat.

The three surgeons revealed in the Journal of Neurosur-
gery: Spine that Jackson designed a special shoe with a trian-
gular slot in the heel which hooked onto a metallic peg that 
came up from the stage loor at the right moment.

This allowed him to lean forward at a seemingly impossi-
ble angle without collapsing.

But they noted that Jackson did have very good core 
strength.

“Several MJ fans, including the authors, have tried to copy 
this move and failed, often injuring themselves in their en-
deavors,” they wrote.

Long-time Jackson fan Nishant Yagnick, from the Postgrad-
uate Institute of Medical Education and Research in Chandi-
garh, India, led the research.

The scientists explained that most trained dancers can 

achieve no more than 25 to 30 degrees of forward tilt.
Strain is shifted from the erector spine muscles which sup-

port the spinal column to the Achilles tendon.
“This allows for a very limited degree of forward bending 

from the ankle joints, while keeping a stiff straight posture - 
unless you are Michael Jackson,” they said.

“MJ pulled off a gravity-defying 45 degree move that seems 
unearthly to any witness.”

The authors said that despite the illusion, Jackson’s physi-
cal abilities were still very impressive.

“Even with specially designed footwear and the support of 
the hitch member, the move is incredibly hard to pull off, re-
quiring athletic core strength from strengthened spinal mus-
cles and lower-limb anti-gravity muscles,” they added.

“Trick or not, new forms of dancing inspired by MJ have 
begun to challenge our understanding of the modes and 
mechanisms of spinal injury.

A new licensing magazine has given 
the irst synopsis for the as-yet-un-

titled Avengers 4, ominously teasing 
that “sacri ices must be made” in order 
to preserve reality itself.

The clif hanger ending of Avengers: 
In inity War left viewers reeling. Thanos 
had triumphed, and succeeded in his in-
sane goal of “rebalancing the universe.” 

With a snap of his ingers, the Mad 
Titan had snuffed out half the life in the 
universe. Marvel Studios has deliberate-
ly held back even the slightest hint as 
to what will happen next. They haven’t 
even announced the ilm’s of icial title 
yet, wary of distracting attention away 
from In inity War. According to Kevin 
Feige, this approach has back ired, but 
the studio seems to be sticking with it 
for now.

But, with under a year until Aveng-
ers 4 hits theaters, it’s no surprise that 
details are beginning to slip out. Accord-
ing to CBM’s Rochi Shion, the latest is-
sue of Licensing Magazine contains the 
irst synopsis for Avengers 4.

“A culmination of 22 interconnect-
ed ilms, the fourth installment of the 
Avengers saga will draw audiences to 
witness the turning point of this epic 
journey. Our beloved heroes will truly 
understand how fragile this reality is 

and the sacri ices that must be made to 
uphold it.”

Although In inity War ended with 
Thanos triumphant, most viewers are 
expecting that to be put right in the 
next Avengers movie. After all, the con-
irmed deaths include characters like 

Spider-Man, Black Panther, and Doc-
tor Strange - heroes who are already 
booked for sequel movies. That means 
the “snap” will somehow be undone. But 
this synopsis teases that the stakes are 
even higher than we’d believed. Thanos 
has already erased half the life in the 
universe, but according to this synopsis, 
the surviving Avengers will learn “how 
fragile this reality is.” They aren’t just 
ighting to undo Thanos’s horri ic ac-

tion; it looks as though all of reality itself 
is on the line here.

NEW AVENGERS 4 SYNOPSIS PROMISES
SACRIFICES WILL BE MADE


