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SUDIPTA CHANDA
S , 28 A :

A conspiracy theory hangs heavy 
in the rareϐied air of the Dar-

jeeling hills. No one is coming clear 
on the subject and so no one knows 
who has conspired against whom. 
But, the Gorkha Janmukti Morcha 
chief Bimal Gurung has exploded 
the bombshell sending eyebrows 
arching.

Conspiracy and treachery are at-
tributes that can be perpetrated only 
by persons one trusts. Persons one is 
not close to can neither conspire nor 
grow treacherous since the element 
of belief is missing.

So, going by the GJM chief’s ver-

sion, people he considered close for 
long, relied upon, have gone behind 
his back to strike a deal with the 
state government to derail the ongo-
ing movement and nail him as well.

Very hurt by the incident, an 
emotional Gurung has gone to the 
extent of stating he would some-
day go back home “in Gorkhaland 
or never go back alive”. Grow up Bi-
mal Gurung. This is realpolitik. Here 
only the practical aspects matter, 
abstracts like morality, ideology are 
like distant planets.

It is against this backdrop an 
all-party meeting to end the Darjeel-
ing impasse would be held in Kolkata 
on Tuesday under the stewardship 

of chief minister Mamata Banerjee. 
The outcome of the talks can be eas-
ily surmised.

Conϐlicting preconditions are 
generally potent tools to wreck a 
dialogue. And Tuesday’s proposed 
talks are loaded with preconditions. 
While Gurung has decreed that the 
talks would have to centre strictly on 
Gorkhaland, the state government 
would reject the statehood demand 
outright.

While the state government 
would urge the hill parties to con-
sider withdrawing the almost three-
month old bandh, no one from the 
other side would have the cheek to 
promise so without consulting Gu-

rung ϐirst.
Gurung’s diktat that those to 

be present at the negotiation table 
on Tuesday would either walk out 
of the meeting if it strays from the 
Gorkhaland issue, or not return to 
the hills again, is further emotion 
personiϐied and a very dangerous 
edict at that.

So the end is in sight even before 
the ‘hello, how are you’ has been 
uttered. Yet, the meeting or a sem-
blance of it must happen. It is so 
because issues such as the one that 
has taken the Darjeeling hills by a 
storm can never be settled in a one 
off meeting.

It must happen because the ϐirst 

meeting is always the crucial one 
since it breaks the ice. Once parleys 
begin negotiations follow, which 
ushers subsequent meetings and 
the exercise continues till both sides 
soften their respective stands and a 
workable solution acceptable to all 
sides is reached.

Lastly, the meeting must happen 
since it is the only way forward. Just 
imagine the hill people’s plight for 
the past three months or so. Tues-
day’s meeting could open up a new 
horizon for the beleaguered Darjeel-
ing hills.

If not successful, that would be 
fruitful at least. That would do for 
starters.

This is realpolitik, also known as track II diplomacy

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 28 A : 

The High Court of Sikkim 
has taken serious note of 

the identity of a child abuse 
victim being revealed by in-
vestigating agencies and 
court authorities during the 
pre-trial and trial processes. 

While hearing an appeal 
ϐiled by one Rabin Burma 
who was convicted in a case 
under Protection of Children 
from Sexual Offences [POCSO] 
Act, 2012, Justice Bhaskar Raj 
Pradhan upheld the convic-
tion and passed directions 
to the Registrar General of 
the High Court of Sikkim to 
transmit copies of the judg-
ment to all the Special Courts 

to ensure full and complete 
compliance to the mandate of 
section 33 (7) of the POCSO 
Act, 2012.

The section states, “The 
Special Court shall ensure 
that the identity of the child 
is not disclosed at any time 
during the course of investi-
gation or trial: Provided that 
for reasons to be recorded in 
writing, the Special Court may 
permit such disclosure, if in 
its opinion such disclosure is 
in the interest of the child.” 

The Special Court must 
keep in mind that the identi-
ty of the child, as clariϐied in 
the explanation to Section 33 
(7) of the POCSO Act, 2012 
does not mean only the name 

but includes the identity of 
the family, school, relatives, 
neighbourhood or any other 
information by which his/her 
identity may stand exposed, 
Justice Pradhan said. 

District and Sessions Judg-
es have also been directed to 
ensure that the Magistrates 
are made aware of the direc-
tions issued. The directions 
are to be forwarded to the Di-
rector General of Police to en-
sure compliance by the Special 
Juvenile Police Unit (SJPU) and 
the Police Ofϐicers involved in 
the investigation and trial of 
offences under the POCSO Act, 
2012 and for guidance to the 
Special Public Prosecutors. 

The identity of the child 

not being disclosed is in the 
interest of the child, both as 
a victim as well as a witness 
which is sought to be protect-
ed by the POCSO Act, 2012. 
The investigating authorities, 
the media houses and the 
courts have a statutory duty 
to protect this with all their 
might, the court said. 

The court while caution-
ing the media houses also di-
rected that if any report in any 
media discloses the identity 
of a child including his name, 
address, photograph, family 
details, school, neighbour-
hood or any other particulars 
which may lead to disclosure 
of identity of the child, all 
such persons involved in mak-

ing such report and disclosure 
shall be prosecuted for con-
travention thereof under Sec-
tion 23 (4) of the POCSO Act. 

The bench also took seri-
ous view of members of the 
bars who are assisting the 
court and directed to ensure 
that the legal counsel to the 
child shall keep in mind the 
mandate of the law under 
the Act, which insulates the 
child’s privacy and conϐidenti-
ality by all means and through 
all stages of judicial process 
involving the child. 

The bench also directed 
the prison authorities to keep 
in mind that it is a depraved 
mind that indulges in such 
crimes ant to battle such evil 

it is this mind that must also 
be effectively tackled. The 
State in such cases must rise 
to the occasion and also en-
sure counselling and psycho-
therapy treatment of the of-
fender while under detention, 
the Court added.

The bench has also upheld 
the quantum of sentence un-
der the POCSO Act and dis-
charged the accused from 
Section 354 A, IPC [sexual 
harassment and punishment 
for sexual harassment]. The 
accused had sexually assault-
ed a minor girl on the night of 
01 July 2015 following which 
he had been arrested and con-
victed by a Special Court in 
2016.

Maintaining con identiality of POCSO victims’
identity imperative, High Court warns 

G , 28 A  [IPR]: 
The Sixth Session [Part-
III] of the Ninth Assem-
bly of Sikkim Legislative 
Assembly commenced 
today with the introduc-
tion of the First Supple-
mentary Demands for 
Grants 2017-18 and In-
troduction of Bills on the 
ϐloor of the House.

Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling, who is also the 
Minister-In-Charge of 
Finance, Revenue & Ex-
penditure Department, 
Government of Sikkim, 
presented the First Sup-
plementary Demands for 
Grants for the Financial 
Year 2017-18.

The Chief Minister 
also presented the De-
mands for Excess Grants/
Appropriation for Expen-
diture of the Government 
of Sikkim relating to the 
Financial Year 2010-11.

The discussion and 
voting on the aforemen-
tioned demands will take 
place in the subsequent 
sitting of the Assembly 
on 29 Aug 2017.

In the Legislative 
Business, several Bills 
were introduced on the 
ϐloor of the House. Min-
ister-In-Charge of Cul-
tural Affairs & Heritage 
Department, GM Gurung, 
introduced the Sikkim 
Public Records Bill. Bill 

No. 11 of 2017.
Minister-In-Charge 

of Forest Environment 
&Wildlife Management 
Department, TW Lepcha, 
introduced the Preven-
tion of Cruelty to Animals 
[Sikkim Amendment] 
Bill, Bill No. 12 of 2017.

Minister-In-Charge of 
Animal Husbandry, Live-
stock Fisheries & Veter-
inary Services Depart-
ment, Somnath Poudyal, 
introduced the Sikkim 
Preservation of Ra-
bies-Free State Bill, Bill 

No. 15 of 2017, the Sik-
kim Prevention of Cow 
Slaughter Bill, Bill No. 
17 of 2017 and the Sik-
kim (Livestock and Live-
stock Products Control) 
Amendment Bill, Bill No. 
19 of 2017.

Chief Minister and 
Minister-In-Charge of 
Finance Revenue & Ex-
penditure Department, 
Mr Chamling, introduced 
the Sikkim Online Gam-
ing [Regulation] Amend-
ment Bill, Bill No. 16 of 
2017.

Minister-In-Charge 
of Human Resource De-
velopment Department, 
RB Subba, introduced the 
Tashi Namgyal Academy 
Board [Amendment] Bill, 
Bill No. 18 of 2017 while 
Minister-In-Charge of 
Health Care Human Ser-
vices & Family Welfare 
Department, AK Ghatani, 
introduced the Sikkim 
Anti Drugs [Amendment] 
Bill, Bill No. 21 of 2017.

The discussion and 
voting on all the above 
Bills will also take place 

on 29 Aug 2017.
Earlier, the session 

began with the Speaker, 
KN Rai, reading the Obit-
uary References on the 
demise of former Chief 
Minister of Sikkim, NB 
Bhandari, former Rajya 
Sabha Member from Sik-
kim, KN Pulger, and for-
mer Chief Minister of Ma-
nipur Rishang Keishing.

Chief Minister Mr 
Chamling in his obituary 
reference on the passing 
away of Late NB Bhan-

Eight Bills introduced in Ninth
Assembly session

N  D / B , 
A  28 (PTI): India and 
China have almost com-
pleted the disengage-
ment of border person-
nel at Doklam, in a major 
diplomatic breakthrough 
which came a week be-
fore the BRICS summit in 
China which is expected 
to be attended by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi.

The Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs (MEA) today 
announced that both the 
countries agreed to an 
“expeditious disengage-
ment” at the face-off site 
in Doklam following dip-
lomatic communications.

In response to a ques-
tion later in the evening, 
the MEA said the process 
of disengagement had al-
most been completed un-
der veriϐication, reϐlect-
ing an end to the nearly 

two-and- half-month 
long standoff.

“This process has 
since been almost com-
pleted under veriϐica-
tion,” MEA spokesperson 
Raveesh Kumar said, re-
ferring to the disengage-
ment.

In Beijing, a Chinese 
Foreign Ministry spokes-
person, however, sought 
to highlight the with-
drawal of Indian troops 
to dispel the impression 
of a climb down by China.

The ofϐicial, while 
stonewalling questions 
about India’s announce-
ment of the mutual dis-
engagement of troops, 
claimed its soldiers con-
tinued to patrol the area.

Troops of the two 
countries had been 
locked in a standoff in 

India, China
almost complete troop 

disengagement at
Doklam: MEA
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Murdered 
scribe’s son 
welcomes 
sentencing of 
Dera chief
C , A  28 
(PTI): The son of a 
scribe, who was allegedly 
murdered 15 years back 
for trying to expose the 
exploitation of female 
disciples by Dera Sacha 
Sauda chief Gurmeet 
Ram Rahim Singh, today 
welcomed the sentence 
handed to the self styled 
godman.

“I welcome the quan-
tum of sentence to Dera 
chief by the court,” said 
Anshul, son of journalist 
Ram Chander Chhatra-
pati who was shot dead 
from point blank range at 
his residence in Sirsa.

The big thing is that it 
has been established that 
Singh committed a hei-
nous crime, Anshul said. 
This was not accepted 
by the society earlier, he 
added.

“The court has un-
masked the fraud seer. 
My father’s struggle 
against him has become 
fruitful today,” he said 
terming the quantum of 
sentence a tribute to Ch-
hatrapati’s struggle.

Successive govern-
ments in Haryana had 
“never cooperated with 
us,” Anshul said. We had 
no hope from those in the 
power corridors, but had 

We want 
peace restored 
in Darj hills, 
says Mamata
K , A  28 (PTI): 
On the eve of crucial talks 
between the state gov-
ernment and major po-
litical parties from Dar-
jeeling hills, West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee today said her 
government wanted res-
toration of peace in the 
strife-hit region.

“We all want resto-
ration of peace in the 
Darjeeling hills,” Baner-
jee told reporters.

Banerjee had tak-
en the initiative to call 
a meeting between the 
government and hill par-
ties after the Gorkha Na-
tional Liberation Front 
(GNLF) wrote to her re-
questing for opening a 
dialogue in order to re-
solve the crisis caused by 
an indeϐinite shutdown 
in support of the demand 
for a separate state of 
Gorkhaland.

According to secre-
tariat sources, Banerjee 
would be accompanied 
by the state’s chief sec-
retary, home secretary, 
police chief and a cou-
ple of senior ministers 
at the meeting, while the 
Gorkhaland Movement 
Coordination Committee 
will be represented by 
leaders of the GNLF, GJM 
and other parties steer-
ing the agitation.
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dari stated that his pass-
ing away is a great loss to 
the Sikkimese society. He 
recounted the contribu-
tion made by Late Bhan-
dari for the upliftment of 
the people of Sikkim. He 
stated that Late Bhandari 
was a successful politi-
cian, a successful Chief 
Minister, a successful op-
position leader, a literary 
ϐigure, a social worker 
and a doyen of the Ne-
pali-speaking commu-
nity in their struggle for 
identity. He maintained 
that Late Bhandari is re-
membered mostly for 
his role in ensuring the 
recognition of Nepali as 
one of the languages en-
shrined in the 8th Sched-
ule of the Constitution of 
India.

Mr Chamling also 
outlined the political 
journey of Late Bhandari 
from the early seven-
ties to the time when he 
rose up to the pinnacle of 
power.

Born on 05 Oct 1940 
to parents Balaram Bhan-
dari and Chandra Maya 
Bhandari in Malbasey 
Soreng, the three-time 
Chief Minister of Sikkim 
breathed his last on 16 
July 2017 while undergo-
ing medical treatment at 

Primus Multi Speciality 
Hospital in New Delhi. He 
is survived by two wives, 
Bed Maya Bhandari and 
Dil Kumari Bhandari, 
three sons and three 
daughters.

He expressed his 
deep condolence and 
anguish on the passing 
away of the stalwart poli-
tician and prayed that his 
soul may rest in eternal 
peace.

On the obituary ref-
erence of former Rajya 
Sabha Member from Sik-
kim, Late KN Pulger, the 
CM remembered him for 
his simplicity and benev-
olent persona. He stated 
that in the passing away 
of Late Pulger, Sikkim 
has lost one noble soul. 
He further stated that the 
Sikkimese society will 
continue to be guided 
and inspired by the posi-
tive messages left behind 
by Late Pulger.

Late Pulger is survived 
by his wife, Kesang Choden 
Pulger, four sons, daugh-
ters-in-law, two daughters 
and sons-in-law.

Mr Chamling ex-
pressed deep sorrow on 
the passing away of the 
former MP and prayed 
that the bereaved family 
members and well wish-
ers ϐind strength to deal 

with the irreparable loss.
The CM also ex-

pressed deep sorrow and 
anguish on the passing 
away of former four-time 
Chief Minister of Mani-
pur, Rishang Keishing. 
Born in the year 1920, 
Late Keishing is remem-
bered for his active par-
ticipation during India’s 
freedom struggle. He lat-
er went on to become a 
successful politician. He 
passed away on 22 Aug, 
2017 at Regional Indian 
Institute of Medical Sci-
ences in Imphal at the 
age of 96. He is survived 
by his wife, three sons 
and two daughters.

The obituary refer-
ence was also participat-
ed in by Minister RB Sub-
ba and MLA KN Lepcha. 
Members of the House 
observed two minutes si-
lence as a mark of respect 
to the departed souls.

During the question 
hour that followed, Min-
ister-In-Charge Horticul-
ture & Cash Crops De-
velopment Department, 
in a question raised by 
MLA, KN Lepcha, replied 
that the information tele-
cast recently by national 
news channel Aaj Tak 
and published in Aajtak 
Blog on Sikkim produc-
ing 8000 crore tonnes 

organic vegetables annu-
ally is not true. He added 
that the surplus organic 
product of Sikkim is mar-
keted within the State 
and neighbouring do-
mestic markets and that 
there is no revenue gen-
eration through foreign 
exchange.

In another question 
raised by MLA, RN Cham-
ling regarding man-ani-
mal conϐlict in the fringe 
areas surrounding Wild 
Life Sanctuaries in the 
State, Minister-In-Charge 
of Forest, TW Lepcha 
clariϐied that the scheme 
‘Integrated Development 
of Wildlife Habitats’ is 
being implemented by 
the state government, 
the main objective of 
which is enrichment of 
forest habitats, to make 
forests self sufϐicient for 
wild animals and prevent 
them from moving out of 
their habitats.

He further informed 
that fences have been 
provided, cages are de-
ployed, trenches are dug, 
and vegetation fences 
and dry walls have been 
erected to address the 
issue. Further, ex-gratia 
payment is dispensed to 
people affected by wild-
life on revised rates of 
2017, he informed.

Eight Bills introduced in Ninth...
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Doklam since June 16 after Indian 
troops stopped the Chinese Army 
from building a road in the disput-
ed area.

India had deployed about 350 
Army personnel in the area.

Sources in the Army said it 
had disengaged, implying that its 
troops had been withdrawn.

“In recent weeks, India and 
China have maintained diplomatic 
communication in respect of the 
incident at Doklam. During these 
communications, we were able to 
express our views and convey our 
concerns and interests,” the MEA 
said.

“On this basis, expeditious dis-
engagement of border personnel 
at the face-off site in Doklam has 
been agreed to and is on-going,” it 
said in a statement earlier in the 
day.

In Beijing, Chinese Foreign Min-
istry spokesperson Hua Chunying 
said, “On the afternoon on August 
28th, India has pulled back all the 
trespassing personnel, equipment 

to the Indian side of the boundary”.
Hua remained silent on Chi-

na’s plans to build a road, which 
sparked the standoff, and said it 
would “make adjustments” with 
the situation on the ground.

The ofϐicial said the Chinese 
side would continue to “exercise 
its sovereignty, uphold territorial 
integrity in accordance with his-
torical conventions”.

Asked if the Chinese state-
ment meant China had not made 
any concessions, ofϐicials in New 
Delhi said expeditious disengage-
ment implied a withdrawal of both 
parties because a unilateral with-
drawal by India would not have 
required an agreement with China.

Responding to a question on 
the disengagement understanding, 
the MEA spokesperson said In-
dia’s principled position was that 
agreements and understandings 
reached on the boundary issues 
must be scrupulously respected.

“India’s policy remains guided 
by the belief that peace in the bor-
der areas is an essential pre-requi-

site for the further development of 
our bilateral relationship,” he said.

The two countries had also 
agreed in Astana in early June that 
“differences should not be allowed 
to become disputes and that India 
China relations must remain sta-
ble”, Kumar said, adding that India 
looked forward to continuing en-
gagement with the Chinese side on 
this basis.

Modi and Chinese president Xi 
Jingpin had held talks in Astana, 
Kazakhstan, on the sidelines of the 
summit of the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organisation.

The BRICS summit, that brings 
together Brazil, Russia, India, Chi-
na and South Africa, will be held 
in the Chinese city of Xiamen from 
September 3-5. Prime Minister 
Modi is expected to represent In-
dia at the summit.

External Affairs Minister Sush-
ma Swaraj recently said both sides 
should ϐirst pull back their troops 
for any talks to take place, and fa-
voured a peaceful resolution of the 
border standoff.

India, China almost complete troop disengagement...
Contd from pg01

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 28 A :

Sikkim State Social 
Welfare Board [SSS-

WB] Chairperson, Phur-
mit Lepcha, has been 
conferred with the 
Bharat Jyoti Award along 
with the Certiϐicate of 
Excellence for her out-
standing contribution 
in the ϐield of social ser-
vice. She was awarded by 
the India International 
Friendship Society at In-
dia International Center 
in New Delhi on 24 Aug 
during the seminar on 
‘Economic Growth and 
National Integration’.

The award was hand-
ed over by former Union 
Minister cum Governor of 
Assam and Tamil Nadu, 
Vishnu Narayan Singh. 
The seminar was attended 
by participants from dif-
ferent states and chaired 

by eminent speakers like 
Chairperson, National 
Green Tribunal Justice 
Swatentar Kumar, former 
Judge of Supreme Court, 
Rajesh Tandon, Chairper-

son, Law Commission, Ut-
tarakhand.

An SSSWB press re-
lease informs that Ms 
Lepcha started her social 
service when she was 

young and energetic and 
still continuing to serve 
the society. It is added 
that her dedication to 
serve the society was 
recognized by the Chief 

Minister Pawan Cham-
ling by nominating her 
as Panchayat Secretary 
of Sripertam Gagyoung 
Gram Panchayat Unit 
from 1997 to 2002.

“Thereafter, she was 
again elected as Zilla 
Adhakshya from 2002 
to 2007, South Sik-
kim. Further she was 
also nominated as the 
member of the State 
Commission for Wom-
en from 21/03/2013 to 
21/03/2016,” the release 
informs.

Ms Lepcha is present-
ly serving as the Chair-
person of the Sikkim State 
Social Welfare Board and 
is actively involved in 
conducting awareness 
programmes on wom-
en’s empowerment and 
women’s issues involving 
self-help groups and vol-
untary organisations.

SSSWB Chairperson conferred award by India
International Friendship Society

faith in the judicial sys-
tem, he said. He hailed 
the CBI’s investigation in 
the rape case against the 
Dera head.

It was a big ϐight for 
us against those who 
were powerful and had 
the support of men, mon-
ey and government, he 
said.

“My father’s case is 
also being heard by the 
same judge who convict-
ed the Dera head in two 
rape cases. The hearing 
in that case is slated for 
September 16,” he said.

In January 2005, Ans-
hul had ϐiled a petition in 
the Punjab and Haryana 
High Court seeking a CBI 
inquiry in the case of kill-
ing of his father.

Chhatrapati ran a lo-
cal daily ‘Poora Sacch’.

He was shot a few 
months after he pub-
lished an anonymous 
letter narrating how 
women were being sexu-
ally exploited by Singh at 
the Dera headquarters in 
Sirsa.

Anshul has been 
ϐighting the legal battle 
that has now reached 
ϐinal arguments stage 
in the same CBI court at 
Panchkula that found the 
dera chief guilty in two 
rape cases on August 2.

Chhatrapati’s family 
had moved the Punjab 
and Haryana High Court 
seeking a CBI investiga-
tion accusing the Dera 
chief of murder.

The court ordered 
the CBI to register FIR 
in the case on November 
10, 2003. A special CBI 
court today sentenced 
Dera Sacha Sauda chief 
Gurmeet Ram Rahim 
Singh to 20 years in pris-
on after his conviction in 
two rape cases.

Murdered 
scribe’s son 
welcomes 
sentencing of 
Dera chief

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 28 A :

A coordination meet-
ing of the Sikkim 

Krantikari Morcha was 
held at Tashiding under 
Yuksom-Tashiding con-
stituency in West Sikkim 
today. The meeting was 
chaired by SKM working 
president, MP Subba, and 
attended by west dis-
trict in-charge, Loknath 
Nepal, youth in-charge, 
Janak Gurung, CLC mem-
bers and local people, a 
press release informs.

The meeting, the re-
lease claims, discussed 
problems being faced by 

the people due to mis-
management and cor-
rupt practices of the gov-
ernment.

The party working 
president stressed that 
people need to come 
forward and protest cor-
ruption and also lashed 
out against the failure of 
the State government to 
provide proper drinking 
water or power supply, 
roads, health services, 
education etc.

Another coordina-
tion meeting of the party 
was held at Darap under 
Yangthang constituency 
today, the release adds.

SKM coordination meetings
in West Sikkim

SUMMIT REPORT
M , 28 A :  

People of Dikchu 
braved the rain to 

clean their surroundings 
as part of the monthly 
cleanliness drive on Sun-
day morning.  The cleanli-
ness drive was participat-

ed by youth, members of 
the business community, 
students and children 
wherein they cleared the 
litter strewn around the 
town and clogged drains.

Since the only Safai 
Karmachari in Dikchu 
retired six months ago, 

the town has been left 
with no Safai Karmachari 
to keep its surroundings 
clean. The public of Dik-
chu have requested the 
authorities several times 
to recruit a new Karm-
achari but no action has 
been taken so far.

Public of Dikchu brave
rains to clean town

S , A  28 (PTI): 
Former Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh, who 
heads the Congress’s 
policy planning group 
on Kashmir, will lead a 
team of party leaders to 
Jammu and Kashmir next 
month for discussion on 
current situation in the 
state with party work-
ers and “like-minded” 
groups.

“Singh, who is likely 
to be accompanied by 
Leader of Opposition in 
the Rajya Sabha Ghulam 
Nabi Azad and Ambika 
Soni, will visit Jammu on 
September 10 and Kash-
mir on 16 September,” 
Congress state president 
G A Mir told PTI here.

Mir said Singh and 
other members of the 
team would meet party 
leaders and workers.

“The idea is to get in-
puts from the grassroots. 
The current issues that 
the state is facing will also 
be discussed,” he said.

The Congress set 
up the policy planning 
group, headed by the for-
mer prime minister, on 
Jammu and Kashmir in 
April this year following 
worsening situation in 
the valley due to wide-
spread street protests in 
the wake of eight deaths 
in security forces ϐiring 
on April 9 during bypolls 
to the Srinagar Lok Sabha 
constituency.

Manmohan to lead
Cong panel to Kashmir

next month

N  D , A  28 
(PTI): Union minis-
ter Kiren Rijiju today 
slammed human rights 
groups for criticising the 
Centre’s move to deport 
Rohingya refugees, saying 
India has given shelter 
to maximum number of 
migrants, more than any 
other nation, and advised 
them not to “lecture”.

He asked the rights 
groups not to “demon-
ise” India as a country 
hostile to refugees and 
said New Delhi is not 
going to “throw” the Ro-
hingyas into the “ocean” 
or “shoot” them but will 
follow due process of law 
before their identiϐica-
tion and deportation.

“India is the most 
humane nation in the 
world. Millions of refu-
gees live in India. There 
is no other country in 
the world which hosts so 
many refugees. So, don’t 
demonise us, don’t give 
us lecture,” he told re-
porters here.

He was referring to 
the criticism by some 
human rights organisa-
tion to the government’s 
move.

The minister of state 
for home said all those 
who had entered India 
were liable to be deport-
ed after following a prop-
er process of law.

“We are not going to 
shoot them nor we are 
planning to throw them 
in the ocean. India is not 
a signatory to UN human 
rights convention but 
still the country has been 
hosting millions of refu-
gees,” he said.

“Please don’t accuse 
us as intolerant. We val-
ue human rights, we act 
as per law,” he said.

Early this month, 
the Centre had said ille-
gal immigrants like the 
Rohingyas pose grave 
security challenges as 
they may be recruited by 
terror groups, and asked 
state governments to 
identify and deport them.

Rijiju slams rights
groups on Rohingyas,

says don’t lecture
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Gangtok on 

Tuesday, 
29 Aug

Temp: 26°C /17°C
Forecast: A shower 
or thunderstorm 
in spots in the 
morning, then afer-
noon showers and 
thunderstorms.
Sunrise: 05:14 AM
Sunset: 05:57 PM

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 28 A :

Sikkim Pradesh Con-
gress Committee 

discussed the present 
political scenario of the 
State in a meeting held 
at the party head-ofϐice 
today. The meeting was 
attended by members of 
various committees of 
the party.

An SPCC press release 
informs that in the meet-
ing the party president, 

Bharat Basnet highlight-
ed the state and national 
level politics. Criticizing 
the Bharatiya Janta Party 
and its activities in the 
country, he said the SPCC 
will protect the peace in 
Sikkim from the BJP’s in-
ϐluence. 

The party has further 
alleged that the BJP gov-
ernment’s inability to 
handle the situation in 
Darjeeling is proof of its 
weakness.

SPCC criticizes
BJP’s politics

Sadam-
Duntaley’s 
retired 
employees 
meet, discuss 
development 
of GPU
G , 28 A : The 
14th meeting of the Sik-
kim Government Retired 
Employees Welfare Asso-
ciation [SGREWA], Sad-
am-Suntaley branch in 
South Sikkim was held 
on 27 Aug under the 
presidentship of DB Ti-
wari, a retired teacher.

21 retired employ-
ees along with Pancha-
yat members, Gawasna 
Pradhan and Sakuntala 
Pradhan, attended the 
programme, the main ob-
jective of which was to dis-
cuss development plans 
for Sadam-Suntaley GPU.

During the meeting 
several resolutions were 
passed which included 
each member of the as-
sociation making a Rs 
1,000 contribution on 
the demise of a member. 
It was further informed 
that the association will 
be obtaining its afϐilia-
tion certiϐicate from the 
central body in Gangtok.

On the occasion of 
Children’s Day this year, 
the association will be 
providing scholarships 
to two students from 
BPL families enrolled in 
schools of the GPU.

The release also in-
forms that the construc-
tion work of Saheed KP 
Pradhan Smarak will be 
started soon at Tarey 
Bhir premises for which 
MLA of Melli constituen-
cy, Tulshi Devi Rai, and 
Sadam-Suntaley Gram 
Panchayat have assured 
to provide ϐinancial as-
sistance of Rs 1,50,000.

A separate ofϐice for 
the association is also to 
be constructed soon. Fur-
ther, under a joint initia-
tive of the Gram Pancha-
yat and the association, 
life insurance policies for 
61 people from BPL fam-
ilies of the GPU will be 
opened at Rs 330 each, 
the release adds.

During the meeting, 
two retired Sikkim Govern-
ment employees, Hiralal 
Basnet and Pahal Man Da-
hal joined the association.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 28 A :

A sensitization pro-
gramme on Suicide 

and Substance Abuse in 
Sikkim was organized by 
District Legal Services 
Authority, West Sikkim, 
at the ADR Centre, Dis-
trict Court Complex in 
Gyalshing on 26 Aug, a 
press release informs.

The programme was 
chaired by District & 
Sessions Judge [West], 
KC Barphungpa, who 
is also the Chairper-
son of the District Legal 
Services Authority and 
was attended by Civil 
Judge-cum-Judicial Mag-
istrate [West], Zamyang 
Choden Bhutia.

Chief Medical Ofϐi-
cer [West], Dr Thinlay 
Wangyal Barphungpa, 
State RMNCHA Consul-

tant- Sikkim, UNICEF, Dr 
Mahesh Dattatraya Patil, 
and Senior Sub-Division-
al Police Ofϐicer [West], 
Bishal Rai, were the re-
source persons. 

Students, lectur-
ers and teachers from 
Pelling Senior Second-
ary School, Kyongsa 
Girls Senior Secondary 
School, Sikkim Govern-
ment College, Gyalshing 
and District Institute of 
Education and Training 
[DIET], Gyalshing, at-
tended the event.

Resource person, 
Dr Patil deliberated on 
suicide and substance 
abuse, focusing on build-
ing mental health and 
developing a positive ap-
proach. He also discussed 
the reasons which lead to 
mental health issues and 
its prevention.

Dr Barphungpa and 
SDPO, Mr Rai, addressed 
the gathering on the 
causes which lead to 
suicide and drug abuse 
in Sikkim and informed 
that parents, teachers, 
judicial ofϐicers, counsel-
lors, doctors and police 
need to play the role of 
‘gate keepers’ to curb 
the menace of suicidal 
deaths in the society.

Dr Barphungpa also 
informed that in case of 
any problems related to 
mental health conditions 
and suicidal tendencies, 
help can be availed by 
contacting the Psychi-
atrists now posted and 
available at the District 
Hospital in Gyalshing 
and provided the toll 
free suicide helpline no. 
18003453225, the re-
lease adds.

Sensitization programme on Suicide
and Substance Abuse in Gyalshing

ARPAN PRADHAN
G , 28 A :

The grand ϐinale of the 
dance competition, 

Sikkim’s Dancing Icon 
Season 1, was held on 
Sunday evening at the 
auditorium of Sikkim 
Government College in 
Tadong.

Denay Sunar, hailing 
from Arithang in Gangtok 
successfully bagged the 
Sikkim’s Dancing Icon 
title with Khandu Sec-
ondary School and Alina 
Subba securing the ϐirst 
and second runners up 
positions, respectively.

Organized by Cre-
ative Illusion Dexterity 
Studio-Ranipool, twelve 
individuals and groups 
competed in the ϐinal 
round for the title. Prin-
cipal of New Light Acad-
emy-Namchi, Dr Lobsang 
Lama, attended the event 
as chief guest along with 
Managing Director of 
Nayuma Television, Ro-
shan Rai, ϐilmmaker, 

Kishore Dungmali Rai, 
and General Manager- 
Sikkim State Co-opera-
tive Supply and Market-
ing Federation Ltd, Jee-
wan Sharma.

Anchored by Yougan 
Tamang, the ϐinale had 
ϐinalist of Dance Plus 
Season 2, Sushant Kha-
tri, and Mingma D Lep-
cha of the Dance Plus 

Season 2 fame in the 
judging panel.

The winners of vari-
ous other categories are 
Julina Rai [Best Expres-
sion], Little MJ group 
[Best Presentation], 
Sonam Palmu Bhutia 
[Best Costume], Khan-
du Secondary School 
[Best Choreography] 
and Samir Tamang [Best 

Performance].
It may be mentioned 

here, the auditions for 
the ϐirst season of Sik-
kim’s Dancing Icon were 
held at Namchi, Gyalsh-
ing and Gangtok during 
the month of August 
wherein more than 150 
dancers from different 
parts of the State partic-
ipated with enthusiasm.

The quarter ϐinals of 
the competition with 49 
contestants [solos, duos, 
and groups] were held 
at the Community Hall 
in Singtam on 20 Aug 
out of which 25 qualiϐied 
for the semi-ϐinal round 
held on the same day. 
Top 12 participants of 
the semi-ϐinals compet-
ed for the coveted title 
of Sikkim’s Dancing Icon 
2017 in the ϐinals held on 
27 Aug.

The judges of the 
auditions were Shristi 
Pariyar [Director/Found-
er-CID studio], Sushma 
Yonzon [Director/Found-
er-Twist Your Toes, Som-
baria] and urban hip-hop 
dancers from Kurseong, 
Stallence Lama and Deo 
Dorjee Yolmo.

The event was orga-
nized as a fund raising 
event to provide ϐinancial 
assistance to an ailing 
child undergoing treat-
ment here in Gangtok, it 
is informed.

Arithang’s Denay Sunar is Sikkim’s Dancing Icon

SUMMIT REPORT
M , 28 A :  

An awareness pro-
gramme on Beti 

Bachao Beti Padhao was 
held at Singhik Second-
ary School on 26 Aug.  
CDPO Chungthang, So-
nam Lhaden Lachungpa 
highlighted about Beti 
Bachao Beti Padhao and 
the schemes of the gov-
ernment for the girl child 
and women. 

PI Mangan, Karma 
Denjongpa underlined 
about POCSO Act and 
drug addiction. Infor-
mation on adolescent 
health and development 

was highlighted by social 
worker and youth moti-
vator (NGO North Sikkim 
Youth Welfare), Jigmee 
Bhutia.

Pema Bhutia (Health 
educator, District hospi-
tal) shared information 
about teenage pregnancy 
and other issues while 
Shekar Khatiwara (DPM 
coordinator) highlighted 
about MDR tuberculosis. 

Prizes were also 
handed over to girls and 
boys who participated 
in the ‘Sharing of experi-
ences and valuing the im-
portance of mother and 
sister’ contest.

Beti Bachao Beti
Padhao awareness
for Singhik school

students

YOGEN THATAL
S , 28 A :

Members of Kalim-
pong based NGO, 

Who Cares, Anju Subba 
from Rangpo and Indu 
Subedi from Singtam, vol-
unteered today to help 

three destitutes of Sing-
tam. They will be heading 
to Rangpo to continue 
with their humanitarian 
work for destitute. The 
NGO provides clothes and 
cares for the homeless 
and the destitute.

Kalimpong NGO members 
help Singtam’s destitutes

J  (WB), A  28 (PTI): Three 
people were today arrested in connec-
tion with the lynching of two men for 
carrying cows in a pick-up van in Jalpai-
guri district.

Superintendent of Police Amitabha 
Maiti said the police had detained eight 
people from Barohalia village, where 
the lynching occurred yesterday morn-
ing, for questioning.

Later, three of them were arrested 
and the rest released, he said, adding 
that the police were in the look-out 
for some more people involved in the 
lynching.

Meanwhile, a large number of people 
of Barohalia demonstrated before the Dh-
upguri police station demanding that the 
three arrested be released and claimed 
that the deceased were cattle thieves.

Rapid Action Force (RAF) and a 

huge contingent of police were de-
ployed there.

One of the villagers said cattle were 
being stolen regularly from their vil-
lage for quite sometime, but the police 
did not do anything. But after the two 
thieves died, they have become very 
active.

The villagers said they woke up 
from sleep at the sound of speeding ve-
hicles early yesterday and intercepted a 
pick-up van full of cattle.

Those in the vehicle failed to answer 
what they were doing at that time in the 
village with a pick-up van full of cattle. 
This led to an altercation and two per-
sons in the vehicle were beaten up.

Police said Anwar Hussain (19) 
and Haϐizul Sheikh (19) were beaten 
to death by the mob, which also badly 
damaged the pick-up van.

3 held for lynching of men carrying
cows in Jalpaiguri
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DEAR READERS, IF YOU ARE HAVING TROUBLE 
GETTING YOUR COPY OF SUMMIT TIMES IN 
YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD, PLEASE MESSAGE 
US AT 9734152451 AND WE WILL ENSURE 
THAT THE NEWSPAPER REACHES YOU.

Respect Belief,
Don’t Foist It

…don’t force its celebration either

A godman is behind bars, not the ϐirst of his ilk to 
end up there and not even the ϐirst to have been 

accused and convicted of rape. His followers are up-
set and violently so, and there is nothing new in that 
reaction as well. In fact, it is not something unique to 
godmen and their cults either because one has seen 
such passionate responses from bhakts of politicians 
as well. But just because these things are known to 
happen does not make them excusable, and while it is 
all too easy to dismiss cults and their converts as illog-
ically faiths and blind followers, it is perhaps because 
of this dismissive attitude that seemingly outlandish 
and even obviously manipulative ideologies manage to 
win so many followers, who, because they have been 
at the receiving end of discrimination so much, cease 
to see the difference between criminal transgressions 
and divine interventions. Take Gurmeet Ram Rahim 
for instance. This region knows him as Slacks/ Capri 
Baba and learned of his roving eyes many years ago. 
It is easy to mock and ridicule him, and TV channels 
have been going to town running him and his follow-
ers down. But, every time we do that, we reinforce the 
reasons why his devotees have gravitated to him so 
strongly. Followers of such cults seek out such icons 
to escape from the caste and class discriminations 
which refuse to respect their individuality and deny 
even their existence. It then becomes easy for them to 
convince themselves that the system which has failed 
them so miserably was also conspiring against their 
faith and its leader. When the media and commenta-
tors resort to snide remarks and ridicule to embellish 
their reportage, they reinforce these beliefs and per-
petuate the stereotypes which had convinced so many 
to move away in the ϐirst place. In that sense, it is per-
haps time to introduce more nuance and lessen the 
melodrama in news broadcasts and commentary.

Beliefs, religious or political, after all, are personal 
possessions and pursuits, they require no justiϐication, 
demand no logic but because we live in a secular de-
mocracy, require every individual to respect the belief 
structures held dear by others. It is as simple as that. 
The operative term here is ‘respect,’ along with which 
comes the responsibility of observing restraint, real-
ising that belief systems need to be respected, which 
is not the same as the right to force it on others. What 
would be even more irresponsible would be to blur 
the lines between the religious and the political, a line 
which is being crossed increasingly more often now-
adays. For everyone shocked by the violence that ar-
rived in the wake of the latest godman’s conviction, 
past excesses committed in the name of faith need to 
be revisited to realize how common such madness is. 
And no, there really is no difference “organized” reli-
gion and cults when it comes to such matters. India 
started off with a very simple idea of secularism – the 
people and their representatives can subscribe to any 
religion they want but their government can have 
none. It was as simple as that, but then we had to go 
ahead and complicate things by trying to foist person-
al ideas of morality and values on the entire country. 
Take the latest obsession with banning beef or ban-
ning cow slaughter – it is a minority obsession force-
fed into the minds of the majority faith and is now be-
ing promoted all over the country. What the blinkered 
minds don’t realize is that even beef eaters do not 
traditionally slaughter cows for milk. Apart from be-
ing uncomfortable with the idea of eating something 
which has nourished them her whole life, even the 
meat is not considered tender enough to be palatable 
unless on the table of the most impoverished who can 
afford no other source of protein. So, in most cases, 
the cow is not slaughtered for meat and in most cases 
it is not even sold for the leather. When governments 
ban its slaughter, they appear to be suggesting that 
the traditional practices are somehow not dependable 
enough to protect gau mata. That is problematic and 
reϐlective of attitudes which have been pushing peo-
ple away (yes, even into cults like the one in the news 
of late). While on holy cows, if the intent is really to 
treat the gau mata better, then a legislation should be 
brought in which mandates that cattle grows in free 
ranges and not cooped for life in a stable.

Because Faith commands complete acceptance, 
when it is invoked to push ideological stands (how-
ever ill-informed they may be), they come in conϐlict 
with the people’s right to make informed choices and 
decisions. India remains a secular country in princi-
ple and its citizens need to reinforce these credentials 
with more conviction by building public pressure to 
ensure that we neither mock nor celebrate any faith 
over others and don’t foist one set of beliefs to demo-
nise anyone else. 

ANDREW KING
theconversation.com

Over the past week we have seen 
two major tropical storms dev-

astate different parts of the world. 
First Typhoon Hato struck Hong Kong 
and Southern China killing at least a 
dozen people. And over the weekend 
Hurricane Harvey made landfall from 
the Gulf of Mexico, bringing extreme-
ly heavy rain to southern Texas and 
causing devastating ϐloods in Houston.

Tropical cyclones are, of course, 
a natural feature of our climate. But 
the extreme impacts of these recent 
storms, especially in Houston, has 
understandably led to questions over 
whether climate change is to blame.

HOW ARE TROPICAL CY-
CLONES CHANGING?

Tropical cyclones, called typhoons in 
the Northwest Paciϐic and hurricanes 
in the North Atlantic, are major storm 
systems that initiate near the Equator 
and can hit locations in the tropics 
and subtropics around the world.

When we look at the Atlantic Ba-
sin we see increases in tropical storm 
numbers over the past century, al-
though there is high year-to-year 
variability. The year 2005, when Hur-
ricane Katrina devastated New Orle-
ans, marks the high point.

We can be conϐident that we’re 
seeing more severe tropical cyclones 
in the North Atlantic than we did a 
few decades ago. It is likely that cli-
mate change has contributed to this 
trend, although there is low statistical 
conϐidence associated with this state-
ment. What that means is that this 
observed increase in hurricane fre-
quency is more likely than not linked 
with climate change, but the increase 
may also be linked to decadal vari-
ability.

HAS HARVEY BEEN ENHANCED 
BY CLIMATE CHANGE?

Unlike other types of extreme weath-
er such as heatwaves, the inϐluence of 
climate change on tropical cyclones 
is hard to pin down. This is because 
tropical cyclones form as a result of 
many factors coming together, includ-
ing high sea surface temperatures, 
and weak changes in wind strength 
through the depth of the atmosphere.

These storms are also difϐicult to 
simulate using climate models. To 
study changes in tropical cyclones we 
need to run our models at high reso-

lution and with interactions between 
the atmosphere and the ocean being 
represented.

It’s much easier to study heat ex-
tremes, because we can do this by 
looking at a single, continuous vari-
able: temperature. Tropical cyclones, 
on the other hand, are not a continu-
ous variable; they either form or they 
don’t. This makes them much harder 
to model and study.

Tropical cyclones also have many 
different characteristics that might 
change in unpredictable ways as 
they develop, including their track, 
their overall size, and their strength. 
Different aspects of the cyclones are 
likely to change in different ways, and 
no two cyclones are the same. Com-
pare that with a heatwave, which of-
ten have similar spatial features.

For all these reasons, it is very hard 
to say exactly how climate change has 
affected Hurricane Harvey.

SO WHAT CAN WE SAY?
While it’s hard to pin the blame for 
Hurricane Harvey directly on cli-
mate change, we can say this: hu-
man-caused climate change has en-
hanced some of the impacts of the 
storm.

Fortunately, in Harvey’s case, the 

storm surge hasn’t been too bad, un-
like for Hurricanes Katrina and Sandy, 
for example. This is because Harvey 
did not travel as far, and weakened 
rapidly when it made landfall.

We know that storm surges due 
to tropical cyclones have been en-
hanced by climate change. This is 
because the background sea level has 
increased, making it more likely that 
storm surges will inundate larger un-
protected coastal regions.

Building levees and sea walls can 
alleviate some of these impacts, al-
though these barriers will need to be 
higher (and therefore more expen-
sive) in the future to keep out the ris-
ing seas.

DELUGE DANGER
Harvey’s biggest effect is through its 
intense and prolonged rainfall. A low 
pressure system to the north is keep-
ing Harvey over southern Texas, re-
sulting in greater rainfall totals.

The rainfall totals are already re-
markable and are only going to get 
worse.

We know that climate change 
is enhancing extreme rainfall. As 
the atmosphere is getting warmer 
it can hold more moisture (roughly 
7% more for every 1oC rise in tem-

perature). This means that when we 
get the right circumstances for very 
extreme rainfall to occur, climate 
change is likely to make these events 
even worse than they would have 
been otherwise. Without a full analy-
sis it is hard to put exact numbers on 
this effect, but on a basic level, wetter 
skies mean more intense rain.

HOUSTON, WE HAVE A PROBLEM
There are other factors that are mak-
ing this storm worse than others in 
terms of its impact. Houston is the 
second-fastest growing city in the 
US, and the fourth most populous 
overall.

As the region’s population grows, 
more and more of southern Texas is 
being paved with impermeable sur-
faces. This means that when there is 
extreme rainfall the water takes lon-
ger to drain away, prolonging and in-
tensifying the ϐloods.

Hurricane Harvey is likely to end 
up being one of the most costly di-
sasters in US history. It is also likely 
that climate change and population 
growth in the region have worsened 
the effects of this major storm.

[the writer is Climate Ex-
tremes Research Fellow, Uni-

versity of Melbourne]

Is Hurricane Harvey a harbinger
for Houston’s future?

SUJATHA RAMAN & WARREN PEARCE
theconversation.com

On numerous matters including food, health 
and the environment, experts are called upon 

to communicate the implications of scientiϐic evi-
dence for particular choices. It may be tempting to 
highlight simple messages from complex evidence. 
But as the recent controversy over advice on an-
tibiotics shows, there is a risk of such messages 
backϐiring when new evidence comes to light. So 
in these fractious times of “alternative facts”, how 
best can experts build trust with the public?

Evidence provided by science is often mixed, 
incomplete, changeable or conditional on context. 
Yet experts are expected to stick to narratives that 
highlight a consensus view. Simplifying the com-
plex may be essential for public communication, 
but this is not the same as glossing over uncertainty 
or valid disagreements. It is far better to ϐind ways 
to communicate why evidence may be inconclusive 
and why experts might reasonably make different 
judgements on the same question.

On antibiotics, it may be confusing to ϐind ex-
perts giving conϐlicting assessments on whether or 
not people should “ϐinish the course”. But far from 
representing post-truth, this disagreement suggests 
we must pay more attention to the matter of how to 
cope despite the vagaries of expert consensus.

FRAYING ANTIBIOTICS CONSENSUS
Healthcare professionals have long stressed that 
people mustn’t stop taking prescribed antibiot-
ics when they feel better. Some experts recently 
questioned this conventional wisdom in the British 
Medical Journal (BMJ), suggesting that the advice 
is not evidence-based and that it impedes conser-
vation of antibiotics in light of bacterial resistance. 
Elsewhere, it is claimed that antibiotics are pre-
scribed more out of fear and habit than on the basis 
of science.

But other experts have been critical, saying that 
the call to change established prescribing practice 
is dangerous as it is itself unsupported by sufϐicient 
evidence.

In this debate, many actually agree that it is 
worth reconsidering antibiotic duration, and that 
more clinical trials are needed to specify appropri-

ate doses for different infections. Some consensus 
is emerging that shorter courses may sometimes 
be sensible – but more evidence is needed.

All agree, for example, that tuberculosis merits 
a longer course of antibiotics to cure the infection 
and possibly to prevent resistance. But for some 
common conditions, the recommended course 
has already been shortened to three days. Public 
health messages have subtly changed, with Public 
Health England telling people to take antibiotics 
“exactly as prescribed” rather than “completing the 
course”. Prescribers are asked to avoid unnecessar-
ily lengthy durations.

So, calls to shorten antibiotic courses and gath-
er more evidence are not new. But until recently, 
public discussion of the issue was rare.

SIMPLE MESSAGES?
The real controversy provoked by the BMJ article is 
about what experts should tell the public. The au-
thors suggest that primary care patients prescribed 
antibiotics for common bacterial infections could 
be advised to stop when they feel better. Many of 
their critics fear that such advice is too subjective, 
and people will be confused by experts disagree-
ing or departing from an established message. The 
Chief Medical Ofϐicer has reiterated that ofϐicial ad-
vice is unchanged: follow what the doctor says.

The notion that experts must convey a simple 
message is based on the assumption that uncer-
tainty creates anxiety, making people unsure of 
what to believe or how to act. Since being exposed 
to divergent views increases uncertainty, it seems 
to follow that experts must hew to a strict line. But 
health communication scholars suggest this is too 
simplistic as people manage and respond to un-
certainty in different ways. Some may have good 
reasons to ignore debates among experts, relying 
instead on familiar routines that shape their beliefs 
and behaviour. Others may distrust markers of ex-
cessive conϐidence, ϐinding open discussion more 
reassuring as it chimes with their own instincts 
about knowledge.

Even where some reduction in uncertainty is 
desirable, evidence is not a substitute for judge-
ment. Doing scientiϐic research to address complex 
matters often increases uncertainty as new evi-

dence raises further questions. Clinical trials data 
generate their own dilemmas of assessment and 
interpretation for professionals.

In terms of antibiotic prescribing, one expert 
argues that trials are needed but clinical judge-
ment will still be important. So evidence of one sort 
may be valuable but it must be put in context of 
other evidence and practical objectives. The same 
principle applies to most issues that experts inves-
tigate, from sex differences to the economic impact 
of Brexit.

COPING WITH UNCERTAINTY
In the case of antibiotic courses, it is unreasonable 
to expect that new evidence will automatically re-
solve current uncertainties. Science cannot meet 
such undue expectations. But this is only a prob-
lem in a culture where people expect prescriptions 
to be based on unshakeable evidence, and where 
experts cultivate that impression. On other issues 
such as climate change, where science is invoked 
to justify particular interventions to the public, we 
see the same pattern.

Tensions around the public role of science arise 
partly from the belief that the cultural credibility of 
expertise rests on communicating in terms of consen-
sus. Whenever new knowledge seems to challenge 
current consensus, credibility becomes strained. We 
have recently highlighted how this diverts attention 
from more urgent practical challenges.

But if conϐlicting or inconclusive evidence from 
new science is taken to be the norm rather than the 
exception, uncertainty wouldn’t be a problem to 
fear or eliminate. Similar points have been made in 
relation to health communication, where evidence 
provided by new technologies of screening and 
testing is often ambiguous.

Promising consensus as derived from scientiϐic 
evidence is a perilous principle on which to found 
meaningful engagement between experts and the 
public. We are better off trying to facilitate improved 
ways of appraising and coping with entirely normal 
uncertainties and reasons for disagreement.

[Sujatha Raman is Associate Professor 
in Science and Technology Studies, Universi-
ty of Nottingham; Warren Pearce is Faculty 

Fellow (iHuman), University of Shef ield]

Why we should expect scientists to disagree about
antibiotic resistance– and other controversies
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GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
WATER SECURITY & PUBLIC HEALTH ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT 

GANGTOK – SIKKIM
Memo No.ws/D-I(27) PHE/04-05(54)               Dated: 25/08/17
Sealed tenders in percentage rates are invited on behalf of Governor of Sikkim for the 
works mentioned below from the APPROPRIATE CLASS of registered contractors en-
listed under SPWD within the territorial jurisdiction as indicated at column 7 of the table in 
‘Details of works’ and having experience in such Government works to reach the offi  ce of 
the Divisional Engineer, Water Security & Public Health Engineering Department, Nirman 
Bhawan, Gangtok, East Sikkim as per the schedule given below.

DETAILS OF TENDER
Sl.
No

Name of 
work

Cost of work put 
to tender (in Rs.)

Earnest 
Money (in 

Rs.)

Cost of 
Tender 

Documents 
(in Rs.)

Time of 
Comple-

tion

Territorial 
Jurisdic-

tion

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1. Providing 

dedicated 
Water 
Supply 
to Sec-
retariat 
Building, 
Tashiling, 
Gangtok

75,90,683.00 1,89,767.00 15,000.00 6 (months) Gangtok 
Municipal 
Corpora-
tion

TIME SCHEDULE

1. Date of submission of application with Challan/Bank receipt for issue of Tender 
Documents (Excluding Tender Form) : 05.10.2017 to 09.10.2017 from 10.00 am to 
3.00 pm.

2. Date of issue of Tender Form on submission of TDR (as earnest money) : 
10.10.2017 & 11.10.2017 from 10.00 am to 3.00 pm.

3. Date and time for submission of Tender Form : 13.10.2017 from 10.00 am to 
12.00 Noon.

4. Date and time of opening of Tender : 13.10.2017 at 1.00 pm.
5. No tender shall be entertained after the expiry of the above schedule date and time.
6. Tender form/documents could be obtained from the offi  ce of the Divisional Engi-

neer, (W/S & Project Water Security & Public Health Engineering Department.
7. The prescribed Non-Transferable Tender Documents (excluding the tender Form) 

can be obtained on production of requisite Bank Receipt of the State Bank of Sik-
kim towards the cost of tender documents (Non-refundable) under the receipt Head 
“0215 W/S & Sanitation 800- other receipt” Cost of Tender Form” and submitted the 
same along with attested the copies of the following documents:-
a. An application signed by the contractor for availing the Tender Documents,
b. Validated / Updated Contractor Enlistment Certifi cate.
c. Latest Professional Tax Clearance Certifi cate.

NOTE: It is necessary to produce original copy of the above documents/ 
certifi cates for verifi cation at the time of issue of tender documents.

Sd/-
DIVISIONAL ENGINEER (W/S & PROJECT)
WATER SECURITY & P.H.E. DEPARTMENT,

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM, GANGTOK.
R.O. No. 273/ipr/pub/classi./17-18 Dt. 28.8.2017

SIKKIM STATE LEGAL SERVICES AUTHORITY
DEVELOPMENT AREA, GANGTOK : SIKKIM
PHONE: 03592- 207753, FAX: 03592- 207753

INFORMATION
This is for information of all concerned that as per the directions of Hon’ble 
Executive Chairperson, Sikkim State Legal Services Authority, legal aid 
clinics manned by trained student Para-Legal Volunteers are functioning 
in the following University/College: 
(1) Sikkim University at 5th Mile, Tadong every Wednesday & Friday 

from   03:00 p.m – 05:00 p.m., 
(2) ICFAI University at Lower Sichey every Tuesday & Thursday from           

10: 00 a.m. – 01:00 p.m. and 
(3) Sikkim Government Law College at Burtuk every Thursday from 

02:00 p.m. to 04:00 p.m. and Saturday from 11:00 a.m. to 01:00 
p.m. 

Who are PARA-LEGAL VOLUNTEERS (PLVs)?
Under the NALSA Scheme for Para-Legal Volunteers (PLVs) introduced 
during the year 2009, Para-Legal Volunteers act as intermediaries 
bridging the gap between the common people and the Legal Services 
Institutions to remove impediments in access to justice by making legal 
services accessible to people who are in the villages and in geographically 
inaccessible areas.
PLVs are trained on basic laws and legal system of our country and 
provide basic legal assistance to those who approach the legal aid clinics 
for legal advise. 
Who are entitled to free legal services?
Section 12 of the Legal Services Authority Act, 1987 prescribes eligibility 
for free legal aid to the following persons to fi le or defend a case, if that 
person is –
a) a member of a Scheduled Caste or Scheduled Tribe;
b) a victim of traffi  cking in human being or begar as referred to in Article 

23 of the Constitution;
c) a woman or a child;
d) a mentally ill or otherwise disabled person; 
e) a person under circumstances of undeserved want such as being 

a victim of a mass disaster, ethnic violence, caste atrocity, fl ood 
drought, earthquake, or industrial disaster; or

f) an industrial workman; or
g) in custody, including custody in a protective home within the 

meaning of clause (g) of section 2 of the Immoral Traffi  c (Prevention) 
Act, 1956, or in a juvenile home within the meaning of clause (j) of 
section 2 of the Mental Health Act, 1986; or in a psychiatric hospital 
or psychiatric nursing home within the meaning of clause (j) of 
section 2 of the Mental Health Act, 1987; or

h) in receipt of annual income less than rupees one lakh as may be 
prescribed by the State Government, if the case is before a Court 
other than the Supreme Court, and less than rupees one lakh or 
such other higher amount as may be prescribed by the Central 
Government, if the case is before the Supreme Court.

Any person living in the vicinity of the Legal Aid Clinics detailed above 
may approach these clinics for legal aid advice and free legal advocate.

Issued in Public Interest by
Sikkim State Legal Services Authority,
Development Area, Gangtok - 737101

*For further enquiries, please contact 03592- 207753/205377 or e-mail 
us at sikkim_slsa@live.com or log-in to our website: sikkimslsa.nic.in

National 
highways 
blocked to press 
for separate 
Bodoland
Kajalgaon (Assam), 
Aug 28 (PTI): Women 
agitators belonging to 
Bodo organisations to-
day blocked NHs 31 and 
15 in Assam for nearly 
10 hours and announced 
a 12-hour shutdown of 
the state on September 
11 demanding a separate 
Bodoland state.

The protesters, who 
assembled under the aegis 
of All Bodo Students Union 
(ABSU), National Demo-
cratic Front of Boroland 
and People’s Joint Action 
Committee for Boroland 
Movement blocked the 
NH-31 at Kajalgaon and 
NH-15 at Orang to press 
their demand. The agita-
tion lasted from 5 am till 
3 pm in the afternoon.

ABSU president Pra-
mod Boro said all the 
three groups have jointly 
called for a 12-hour Assam 
Bandh on September 11.

“If still the govern-
ment does not do any-
thing to meet our de-
mand, it will be followed 
by mass hunger strike 
and railway blockade 
programme,” he added.

Bengal 
CID begins 
awareness 
programme 
on Blue 
Whale game
K , A  28 (PTI): 
The West Bengal CID has 
started an awareness 
programme in the social 
network on the contro-
versial Blue Whale on-
line game, which is caus-
ing trouble for a growing 
number of teenagers.

An awareness video 
on the controversial on-
line game which requires 
participants to do daring 
tasks over a period of 50 
days which ends with his 
death, has been posted 
by West Bengal CID on its 
ofϐicial Facebook wall.

“We want to sensitise 
the people and are trying 
to increase the aware-
ness levels of everybody - 
including parents, teach-
ers and almost everyone. 
The video has been up-
loaded so that people can 
understand the hidden 
agenda of the game,” a se-
nior CID ofϐicial told PTI.

The CID had “saved” 
an engineering student 
from falling prey to the 
controversial online 
game after receiving a 
call from the registrar of 
the institution, he said.

The boy’s behaviour 
had become suspicious 
and the concerned reg-
istrar suspected that he 
might be involved in the 
Blue Whale game.

“An ofϐicer from the 
CID cyber cell section 
with the help of the reg-
istrar reached out to 
the student pretending 
to be an online friend 
and started counselling 
him through video calls. 
Eventually the student 
agreed to withdraw from 
the game,” he said.

The student had ad-
mitted that he had taken 
up the Blue Whale Chal-
lenge and had reached its 
eighth level, the ofϐicer 
added.

Kolkata Police has 
already made videos to 
create awareness on the 
issue and guidelines for 
parents and teenagers 
in order to help them 
counter the ill-effect of 
the online game.

2 independent 
Meghalaya 
MLAs join BJP
N  D , A  28 
(PTI): Two indepen-
dent MLAs of Meghalaya 
Assembly today joined 
the BJP, which had no 
presence in the state 
legislature.

The state is heading 
for polls early next year 
and the development will 
be a boost to the party, its 
leader Nalin Kohli, who is 
the state in-charge, said 
after the legislators joined 
the BJP here in the pres-
ence of its chief Amit Shah.

The MLAs, Justine 
Dkhar and Robinus Syn-
gkon, were inducted in 
the organisation along 
with other leaders.

Congress is in power 
in the state, where it has 
29 MLAs in the 60-mem-
ber House.

The leaders were also 
accompanied by Himanta 
Biswa Sarma, a minister 
in the Assam government 
who has been tasked 
with the responsibility of 
strengthening the party 
in the Northeast states.

Kohli claimed that the 
MLAs were concerned 
over lack of development 
in the Congress-ruled 
state while the central 
government was work-
ing to boost development 
in the region.

SHIRISH B PRADHAN
K , A  28 (PTI): 
Nepalese Prime Minister Sher 
Bahadur Deuba today de-
scribed his recent state visit to 
India as “successful” and criti-
cised the opposition for mak-
ing “unwarranted comments” 
on his talks with the Indian 
leaders.

Brieϐing the Parliament 
about his visit, Deuba said he 
raised the issue of ϐlooding and 
inundation at the border areas 
during talks with his Indian 
counterpart Narendra Modi.

“My state visit has been 
successful in laying the foun-
dation for further strengthen-
ing Nepal-India ties,” Deuba 
told the lawmakers.

He returned home last eve-
ning after concluding his maid-
en foreign visit since assuming 
the top executive post in June.

Deuba said he also held 
discussion with Indian ofϐicials 
for completion of the Detailed 
Project Report of Pancheshwor 
Multi-Purpose Project within a 
month.

He said that an agreement 
was reached with India to come 
up with appropriate ways 
to implement all aspects of 
power trade agreement apart 
from resuming operation of 
trade transit points like Dhan-
gadhi-Gauriphanta, Gulari-
ya-Murtiya, Jatahi- Piparaun 
and Pashupati-Sukiyapokhari 
after upgrading them.

Deuba said he held talks 

with the Indian side for eco-
nomic development and in-
vestment in Nepal.

Similarly, agreements have 
been reached for development 
and expansion of tourism sec-
tor, construction of Nijgadh 
airport and construction of a 
132 KV transmission line.

He also said that agree-

ment has been signed to con-
struct transmission line in 
new places and added that 
discussions were also held re-
garding expediting hydropow-
er projects like upper Karnali 
and Arun III.

Prime Minister Deuba said 
he has taken note of criticism 
over remarks he made during 

his India visit.
He said Constitution prom-

ulgation and implementation 
is internal matter of Nepal 
and asserted that he had not 
mentioned anything about the 
domestic affairs of the country 
while in India.

“There shall be no compro-
mise over the internal affairs 

and Constitution of Nepal. All 
these unwarranted comments 
make no sense,” said Deuba.

He said he had been effort-
ful in making the Constitution 
all-acceptable by addressing 
the grievances over it.

Deuba faced criticism from 
political parties in Nepal for 
assuring India about Consti-
tution amendment to address 
the issues of Madhesis.

“Deuba raised the issue of 
Constitution s acceptability 
out of context from the foreign 
land, which is highly objection-
able,” main opposition leader 
and CPN-UML chairman K P Oli 
had said last week.

“Deuba has taken the oath 
of ofϐice and secrecy while 
assuming the post of Prime 
Minister under the same Con-
stitution and he was elected 
the Prime Minister under the 
same Constitution, how can he 
speak against the Constitution 
in the foreign country,” Oli had 
questioned.

Nepal’s parliament last 
week failed to endorse the 
much- awaited Constitution 
amendment bill after it failed 
to muster the required two-
thirds majority.

Madhesis, mostly of In-
dian-origin, launched a pro-
longed agitation between Sep-
tember 2015 and February last 
year against the implementa-
tion of the new Constitution 
which they felt marginalised 
the Terai community.

My India visit was ‘successful’, says Nepalese PM
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N  D , A  28 (PTI): A se-
ries of ϐive children books chal-
lenging the prevailing fundamental 
constructs of gender in the society 
was released at the New Zealand 
High Commission here today.

The books, by NGO and literary 
house ‘Katha’ in association with 
the High Commission’s Head of 
Mission Fund (HOMF), are aimed 
at creating awareness about gen-
der equality.

The launch attended by Delhi 
Education Minister Manish Siso-

dia, witnessed active participation 
from children and teachers from 
government schools.

Sisodia interacted with the 
children on the “universal” issue of 
educating girls and highlighted the 
role of a teacher in a child’s life.

“It is encouraging to see how 
such story books help in sensitis-
ing children from the beginning. It 
is not that the issues that are dis-
cussed in these books are a subject 
of your society versus my society... 
they are universal and related to 

the humanity at large.
“The teacher has a remote con-

trol to all the menace we have re-
lated to gender is-
sues in the society. 
They play a vital 
role in the overall 
development of the 
child. But they do 
not use this poten-
tial fully,” he said.

One of the 
books titled, 
“Lachmi’s War”, 

elaborates on the importance of 
educating the girl child through 
the struggle the protagonist -- 

Lachmi.
Extending her 

support to the 
initiative, Joanna 
Kempkers, New 
Zealand High Com-
missioner to India, 
said while the issue 
of gender equality 
is universal, it var-
ies in nature from 

one place to another.
“Not only does New Zealand 

have a proud tradition of producing 
some of the world’s ϐinest children’s 
literature, we are also one of the top 
10 countries for gender equality.

“It is a pleasure, therefore, for 
us to support an organisation like 
Katha that works to promote both 
children’s literature and literacy 
as well as foster greater gender 
equality in the process,” Kemp-
kers said.

Other books in the series are ti-

tled, “Abba’s Day”, “Choo...mantar”, 
“One Magical Morning” and “One’s 
Own Yet Different”.

The books, available in both 
Hindi and English, will be distrib-
uted through libraries to children 
attending government schools 
and living in slums, as well as to 
students attending the Katha Lab 
School in Delhi.

“Around 90,000 children will 
directly beneϐit from this project,” 
Katha’s executive director Geeta 
Dharmarajan said.

Children books break gender stereotypes

POONAM MEHRA
H , A  28 
(PTI): Amit Phangal 
(49kg) and Gaurav Bid-
huri (56kg) upstaged 
fancied rivals to enter the 
quarterϐinals but former 
bronze-medallist and 
third seed Vikas Krishan 
(75kg) was ousted after 
a second-round loss in 
the 19th World Boxing 
Championships here.

While Amit stunned 
seventh seed Carlos Qui-
po of Ecuador, Gaurav got 
the better of Ukrainian 
Mykola Butsenko in a 
pre- quarterϐinal bout.

However, Vikas, a 
bronze-winner from the 
2011 edition, bowed out 
after being bested by En-
gland’s Benjamin Whit-
taker.

Also making an ear-
ly exit was Asian sil-
ver-medallist Sumit Sang-
wan (91kg) who lost to 
Australia’s Jason Whate-
ley in a split decision.

Amit has a tough 
contest coming up as 
he would be taking on 
second-seeded Uzbek 
Hasanboy Dusmatov, 
while Gaurav will face 
Tunisia’s Bilel Mhamdi in 
his next contest.

Amit, a bronze-med-
allist from this year’s 
Asian Championships, 
opened the proceedings 
for India and prevailed 
in a unanimous verdict at 
the Sporthalle here.

It was an assured per-
formance by the 21-year-

old, who is enjoying a 
breakthrough year at the 
senior level.

He never looked in 
any awe of his seeded 
rival and frustrated him 
with his counter-attacks. 
Quipo hardly looked the 
part of a seeded boxer 
and was cautioned sev-
eral times for failing to 
keep his head up.

Hitting straight and 
clean, Amit was marked-
ly the better boxer and 
the judges ruled in his 
favour unanimously.

Next up was Gaurav 
and he also came up 
with a determined per-
formance against a rival 
representing one of box-
ing’s powerhouses.

The Delhi-boxer, who 
got into the event on a 
wildcard after missing 
out on automatic qualiϐi-
cation, held his nerve and 
matched Butsenko punch 
for punch in a thoroughly 
engrossing contest. The 
two boxers attacked each 
other relentlessly and ex-
pectedly the judges came 
out with a split verdict in 
favour of the Indian.

“Both Amit and 
Gaurav gave big-hearted 
performances. The key 
was not to let opponents 
settle and they made 
sure that this plan was 
executed to perfection,” 
India coach Santiago Nie-
va told PTI.

However, Vikas and Su-
mit’s loss came as a damp-
ener for the Indian camp.

The two-time Asian 
Games medallist looked 
sluggish against his 
19-year-old rival, who 
has been nicknamed ‘The 
Future’ in his country 
for the potential he has 
shown.

Whittaker’s stronger 
legs helped him glide 
smoothly inside the ring, 
even as Vikas struggled 
to keep his balance after 
every attempted attack 
at the Englishman.

The Haryana-box-
er did manage to hold 
his own in the ϐirst two 
rounds but Whittaker 
out-punched him compre-
hensively in the ϐinal three 
minutes to clinch a unani-
mous verdict in his favour.

Sumit competed in 
the last bout of the eve-
ning and lost after a 
strong start. He dominat-
ed the opening round but 
Whateley fought back in 
the next two to clinch the 
issue.

Amit, Gaurav enter quarters of World
Boxing Championships

C , A  28 (PTI): 
ISL team Chennaiyin FC 
has launched teams in 
three age groups Un-
der-13, 15 and 18 to com-
pete in the respective na-
tional youth leagues and 
other tournaments.

Chennaiyin will be 
competing in the three 
n a t i o n -
al youth 
leagues (U-
13, U15 & 
U-18) con-
ducted by the 
AIFF from 
this year be-
sides taking 
part in var-
ious other 
tournaments in those 
three age groups, said a 
press note here.

“It is a very exciting 
moment for the club as 
we launch our three age 
group teams and ϐitting-
ly it is happening on the 
club’s third anniversa-
ry. This is another step 
forward in matching 
the best practices of the 
sport of creating a pyra-
mid beneath the senior 
team to not only create 
a continuous supply of 
talent from within the 
club but also give some 
of the best talent of Tamil 
Nadu and other parts of 
the country a platform 

to launch their football 
careers,” Chennaiyin FC 
co-owners said in a joint 
statement.

Sabir Pasha, technical 
director of Chennaiyin 
FC s youth development 
said “Since its incep-
tion the club has done a 
great job in grassroots by 

reaching out 
to thousands 
of budding 
footballers in 
Tamil Nadu.”

“Howev-
er the time 
had come 
to go to the 
next level by 
starting fully 

functional teams in three 
age groups which will 
not only start the pro-
cess of having a proper 
structure for the talent to 
ϐlourish within the club 
but also give everybody 
involved with grassroots 
further incentive as boys 
would get to play com-
petitive matches from a 
very young age.”

To start with the 
Chennaiyin FC U-13 and 
U-15 teams will only 
comprise boys from Tam-
il Nadu. The majority of 
the U-18 team will also 
be from Tamil Nadu but 
there will be a few players 
from other regions also.

Chennaiyin FC launches
3 youth teams

London, Aug 28 (PTI): A 
13-year-old Indian-origin boy in 
the UK has got the highest pos-
sible score of 162 on a Mensa IQ 
test, placing him in the top one 
per cent people in the world 
who achieved this feat.

Dhruv Garg, from Woking-
ham in south east England, was 
looking for something to occupy 
his time during the summer hol-
idays and decided to try out for 
the intellectual society.

The schoolboy achieved 162 
in his entry IQ test - the maxi-
mum possible, which places 
him in the top one per cent of 
people in the world, the Daily 
Mirror reported.

He also scored in the highest 
mark in the second test, known 
as the Culture Fair scale, getting 
152.

This score qualiϐies him 
amongst the rare one per cent 
of the population who take the 
Mensa exam worldwide in both 
the exams.

Garg, who goes to Reading 
School, a grammar in Berkshire, 
has also been developing an app 
to combat social isolation by 
helping lonely people meet up.

The app connects people 
who live in the same area who 
want to meet new people.

“I was just so surprised to 
get the result. I was looking for 
something to do over the sum-

mer holidays and so I thought 
I’d try taking the test, but did 
not expect to do so well,” he said.

“I’m really looking forward 
to the new school year, I really 
like school and want to use the 
app to help people,” Garg said.

His mother, Divya, said the 
whole family is proud of their 
young prodigy, whoes favourite 
subjects are maths and chemistry.

“When he got the maximum 
score they told me it’s the high-
est mark possible but I didn’t re-
alise what it meant. It was only 
when I spoke to Mensa that they 
told me I said ‘oh my God’ this is 
special, this is really something 
worth celebrating,” she said.

A keen cricketer and table 
tennis player, Garg can also com-
plete a Rubik’s Cube in under 
100 seconds.

“In year one was when we 
started to realise he was gifted 
as his teachers said he was very 
sharp and had to have special 
lessons, so all along he was al-
ways special. He is an avid read-
er and reads a lot of journals,” 
Garg’s mother said.

Mensa is believed to be the 
largest and oldest high IQ so-
ciety in the world. Member-
ship is open to anyone who can 
demonstrate an IQ in the top 
two per cent of the population, 
measured by a recognised or ap-
proved IQ testing process.

13-yr-old Indian-origin boy gets
top score in Mensa IQ

N  D , A  28 (PTI): Lack of 
adequate time to recover after a late 
night match affected Saina Nehwal’s 
performance in the semiϐinals, feels her 
coach Vimal Kumar, who called for per-
fect scheduling of matches in big ticket 
events such as World Championship 
and Olympics.

Saina had to settle for a bronze after 
losing to Japan’s Nozomi Okuhara in the 
semiϐinals and Vimal put the blame on 
the poor scheduling of the matches at 
Glasgow.

“I feel sad for Saina. She didn’t get 
enough time to recover for the semiϐi-
nal match. She had a late quarterϐinal 
match and then she had to play in the 
morning. I think the overall scheduling 
was a problem,” Vimal told PTI from 
Glasgow.

“Scheduling shouldn’t be dictated 
by TV. I will hold the technical ofϐicial 
responsible for this. They should en-
sure that players get enough time to re-
cover. This is an issue and it needs to be 

taken up with the ofϐicials.
“Even Chen Long and Srikanth had 

late matches and had to play in the 
morning. It is the World Championship 
and it can’t be compared with any oth-
er tournament. For big events such as 
World Championship, Olympics, it is 
important to have perfect scheduling,” 
he added.

Vimal gave a lot of credit to Japan’s 

Okuhara for her win over Saina.
“Saina had a good track record 

against Okuhara and she won the ϐirst 
game playing at a good pace. She is ex-
tremely good in slow conditions. She 
always tries to tire out her opponents 
and then counter attack,” he said.

“So I feel a little sad for Saina, she 
didn’t have as great a recovery as Oku-
hara had. But otherwise I am happy 

with Saina’s overall performance.”
While Saina settled for a bronze, P V 

Sindhu had to be contend with a silver 
medal after losing a nail-biting mara-
thon battle against Okuhara.

Talking about the epic final be-
tween Sindhu and Okuhara, the for-
mer India chief coach said: “It was a 
classical match and there were no los-
ers by the end of it. Sindhu perhaps 
should have taken the first game. But 
overall both the girls performed real-
ly good.”

Vimal reiterated that Saina and 
Sindhu showed that they are among the 
best in the world.

“Five months back Saina had beaten 
Okuhara at the All England and the Jap-
anese could have lost in the ϐirst round 
itself. In fact, Sindhu also had a difϐicult 
match against Hong Kong’s Cheung 
Ngan Yi. So all these girls are of the 
same level. I don’t see any difference. It 
is just that Okuhara could peak at the 
right time.”

TV shouldn’t dictate scheduling: Vimal Kumar on Saina match

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 28 A :

The disciplinary com-
mittee of Sikkim 

Football Association 
[SFA] has proposed to 
take action against the 
coach and two players of 
Sikkim Himalayan Sport-
ing Club [SHSC]. 

A meeting of the 
disciplinary committee 
was held in Gangtok on 
10 Aug in order to dis-
cuss and deliberate on 
the report submitted by 
the Match Commission-
er and the Match Offi-
cials deputed to conduct 
the Independence Day 
Football Tournament 
for Chogyal Sir Tashi 
Namgyal Memorial Cup 
played at Paljor Stadium 
in Gangtok on 09 Aug. 
The report was regard-
ing the 2nd quarter final 
match played between 
SHSC and Sikkim Sports 
Academy.

A press release issued 
by SFA president, Men-
la Ethenpa, informs that 
the disciplinary commit-
tee has proposed that the 
coach of Sikkim Hima-
layan SC, Pranoy Subba, 
be awarded a one year 

ban with goal keeper of 
Sikkim Himalayan SC, Bi-
pen Bhattarai, awarded 
three years ban and a one 
year ban for Jersey No 
12 of Sikkim Himalayan 
SC, Sudish Subba, with 
immediate effect along 
with a ϐine of Rs 10,000 
payable within 45 days 
for all three. The SHSC 
coach and players are 
accused of breaking the 
disciplinary code.

It may be mentioned 
here, these proposals 
have been made after 
thorough deliberation 
of the reports submitted 
and in line with Article 
50 of All India Football 
Federation disciplinary 
code. Further, the pro-
posal was also endorsed 
by the executive commit-
tee of SFA in their meet-
ing convened on 27 Aug, 
the release mentions.

SFA, in the release, 
has further warned Sik-
kim Himalayan SC of 
grave consequences in 
the future if found mis-
leading the organizing 
committee of SFA by pro-
viding wrong informa-
tion with regard to their 
players again.

SFA to take disciplinary
action against SHSC coach

and 2 players

visit us at
www.summittimes.com

Pendam FA 
thrashes 
Brotherhood 
FC 
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 28 A :

Pendam Football Acad-
emy registered a 

convincing victory today 
in the ongoing Sikkim 
Football Association B 
Division Sikkim-League 
2017 here at Paljor Sta-
dium. In its last match in 
the league, Pendam FA 
outplayed Brotherhood 
Football Club 4-0.

Adharsh Pradhan 
[10th minute], Tika Hang 
Subba [12th], Buddha Raj 
Rai [50th] and Chuking 
Chum Lepcha [70th] con-
tributed one goal each in 
Pendam FA victory.

The last match of the 
second division league 
will be played between 
Howlers Football Club 
and SAI Namchi on 29 
Aug.
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MIZORAM STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR CHANCE MORNING

Draw No:5 DrawDate on:28/08/17
1st Prize Rs.61 Lakhs/- 95K 84559
    (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 84559 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
02150 03740 15315 24660 41741
65308 72128 72145 77912 82918
3rd Prize  Rs.9000/-
14202 16950 34607 36117 63916
67373 81489 85983 86797 90976
4th Prize Rs.1000/-
0078 2928 3306 3676 7251 8130 8529 8872 9537 9914
5th Prize Rs.500/-
1923 2675 3272 3576 4053 6203 6882 7404 7777 9439
6th Prize Rs.250/-
0096 0104 0151 0229 0235 0238 0347 0348 0428 0717
0764 0880 1032 1099 1131 1176 1271 1454 1499 1578
1645 1708 1709 1750 1875 1919 1951 2349 2433 2474
2527 2788 2879 2915 3022 3542 3555 3622 3672 3766
3821 3889 3944 3991 4151 4205 4344 4345 4353 4354
4643 4667 4766 4831 4937 4949 5069 5116 5442 5466
5498 5590 5597 5678 5841 6015 6066 6075 6122 6294
6447 6486 6557 6580 6796 7071 7076 7205 7264 7289
7344 7347 7418 7517 7629 7649 7739 8027 8055 8093
8155 8460 8578 8754 8783 8804 9505 9602 9615 9653
Issued by: 
The Director, Mizoram State Lotteries,
For results please visit: www.mizoramlotteries.com

NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR FLAMINGO EVENING

Draw Time : 8:00 pm onward
Draw No:5 DrawDate on:28/08/17
1st Prize Rs.61 Lakhs/- 90H 40626
     (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 40626 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
07975 14000 16555 17169 26105
27785 28626 31645 35327 76192
3rd Prize  Rs.9000/-
06874 30699 39736 45252 45735
51142 70595 70712 84684 97842
4th Prize Rs.1000/-
0575 0759 2195 2248 3072 4642 6752 6961 7275 8542
5th Prize Rs.500/-
1469 3415 3540 4253 4434 5164 7263 7433 8030 9761
6th Prize Rs.250/-
0114 0152 0306 0323 0356 0421 0559 0613 0747 0803
0919 0924 0991 1067 1095 1375 1438 1590 1607 1714
1890 1951 1973 2449 2453 2485 2528 2662 3046 3067
3160 3195 3449 3670 3750 3846 3853 3954 3957 4321
4379 4395 4477 4554 4658 4790 4929 5062 5303 5343
5354 5431 5536 5569 5895 5918 5958 6090 6180 6424
6464 6595 6615 6620 6626 6670 6796 6803 6868 6934
6959 6985 7023 7057 7139 7200 7320 7418 7571 7730
7859 7877 7881 7939 7980 8018 8054 8132 8209 8375
8440 8534 9021 9051 9100 9150 9321 9505 9545 9820
Issued by:
The Director,Nagaland State Lotteries,Kohima,Nagaland
For Result,Please Visit : www.nagalandlotteries.com
KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE

SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR LOVING

Draw No:5 DrawDate on:28/08/17
1st Prize Rs.61 Lakhs/- 93E 42075
    (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 42075 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
12835 29378 49079 63646 64051
65308 78575 90837 92853 95536
3rd Prize  Rs.9000/-
03122 14159 16502 19788 36469
37218 60846 61873 65939 71473
4th Prize Rs.1000/-
2505 3182 3670 4154 5139 5963 7671 7956 9121 9443
5th Prize Rs.500/-
2416 3027 3310 5855 5873 6949 7437 9356 9743 9926
6th Prize Rs.250/-
0062 0092 0250 0292 0306 0349 0416 0424 0428 0453
0470 0743 0804 0845 0865 0909 0945 1018 1032 1069
1264 1496 1696 1766 1879 1893 1895 1978 1996 2097
2286 2375 2512 2552 2563 2582 2639 2726 2900 3120
3145 3311 3352 3552 3675 3810 3924 4014 4143 4263
4340 4416 4484 4507 4563 4565 4669 4905 5184 5417
5589 5617 5828 5868 5872 5932 6055 6095 6097 6148
6153 6282 6567 6643 6679 6927 7294 7305 7405 7412
7425 7649 7739 7939 8124 8211 8301 8312 8320 8326
8551 8678 8723 8852 8949 9011 9173 9179 9760 9995
Issued by:
The Director, Sikkim State Lotteries,Gangtok
please visit: www.sikkimlotteries.com
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Kutse Shegu
The 49-day Kutse Shegu 
of our beloved father late 
Norbu Thendup Bhutia 
falls on 30th August 2017 
[Wednesday]. All friends, 
well-wishers and relatives 
are requested to join us in 
offering prayers for the de-
parted soul at our residence 

at Upper Samdong, Kambal, East Sikkim. We 
also take this opprotunity to thank everyone 
who stood by us during the time of our be-
reavement.

Tshering Doma Bhutia (Wife),  Didup Bhutia, 
Gyalchen Bhutia, Sonam Cheda Bhutia (Sons), 
Kessang Bhutia, Susang Lepcha (Daughters-in-
Law), Tshering Bhutia, Gyalmu Bhutia, Chum-

jey Bhutia (Daughters) & all family members.
Contact: 9593386426, 9434632401, 9734973422, 9734158848

Property/ Space for Rent, To-Let either for com-
mercial or residential purposes, Job Va-
cancy/ Requirements, Property/ Land 
Sales or Lease, Lost & Found, Notice 
etc announcements can be booked in the 

SummitTimes Classifi ed section at Rs. 10 per word.

Kutse Shegu/ Antesthyi Kriya for Rs. 300 per insertion in the classifi ed section.

First 100 bookings will be extended discounts up to 50%.

Whatsapp your advertisement: 9647102692 or mail us at advertise@
summittimes.com. Payment can also be made through PayTM  in the 
name of  Puran Tamang Mob no. 9832556698 or at the below code or 
through online transfer at: Summittimes, current ac no. 36718863547, 
drawn at SBI, Gangtok, IFSC code: SBIN 0000232.

~ SummitTIMES ~
CLASSIFIEDS

Anthyesthi Kriya 
A warm-hearted man with 
a resounding voice, Puran 
Chandra Gurung lived 
his life with joy, laughter 
and goodwill. He always 
wished all life their well be-
ing. On the 12th of August, 
2017, his delightful journey 
in this realm came to an 

end. We, the family members, would like to 
thank everyone who was a part of his story. 
We believe that he responsibly concluded 
his role as a husband, father, brother, friend 
and a public servant. While we reminisce 
about him, we request everyone who cared 
and wished him well to join us in offering 
prayers and to bid him a fi nal farewell. The 
ceremony will be held at our residence in 
Gairee Gaon, Tadong, Gangtok on the 2nd 
of September, 2017 (Saturday). 

Basudha Syangden (Wife), Dr. Upashna 
Gurung (Daughter), Namgyal Tashi Bhu-
tia (Son in law), Upendra Gurung (Son), 
Ph: 9647889413; 9475504210; 7797672743

R , A  28 (PTI): A 
special CBI court today sen-
tenced Dera Sacha Sauda chief 
Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh to 
10 years in prison after his 
conviction in a 2002 rape 
case that triggered violence 
leaving 38 dead and scores in-
jured in Haryana.

CBI Judge Jagdeep Singh, 
who holds the court in Panch-
kula, near Chandigarh, pro-
nounced the sentence in a 
special courtroom set up in-
side the Sunaria jail where 
Ram Rahim, the 50-year-old 
self-styled godman, is lodged 
since last Friday after he was 
convicted.

The judge was brought 
to Rohtak by a chopper from 
Chandigarh and landed in a 
helipad near the jail located 
on the outskirts of Rohtak.

The judge awarded the 
10-year jail term after hearing 
arguments on the quantum of 
sentence by prosecution and 
defence lawyers.

The special courtroom 
within the jail was set up on 
the instructions of the Punjab 
and Haryana High Court.

The high court had noti-
ϐied district jail at Sunaria as 
a place of sitting of CBI court 
of Additional District and Ses-
sions Judge, Panchkula for 

the purpose of hearing on the 
quantum of sentence and pro-
nouncement of the sentence.

A multi-layer security cor-
don manned by police and 
23 companies of paramili-
tary forces was thrown in 
and around Rohtak and also 
around the jail. The Army has 
been kept on standby while all 
routes to the jail were sealed.

Haryana and Punjab re-
mained on high alert with 
ofϐicials warning that violent 
miscreants will be shot at 
sight, describing the security 
situation as “challenging.”

The special CBI court of 
judge Jagdeep Singh in Panch-

kula last Friday held Ram Ra-
him guilty of rape in a case 
that was registered on the ba-
sis of an anonymous written 
complaint in April 2002 that 
he had sexually exploited two 
female followers. The case 
was registered by the CBI in 
December 2002 on the direc-
tions of the Punjab and Hary-
ana High Court.

The CBI ϐiled the 
chargesheet against the Dera 
head in Ambala court in July 
2007 about ϐive years after 
the registration of the rape 
case. The chargesheet men-
tions sexual exploitation of 
two ‘Sadhvis’ (women follow-

ers) between 1999 and 2001.
The special CBI court 

framed charges against Ram 
Rahim under sections 376 
(rape) and 506 (criminal in-
timidation) of the IPC in Sep-
tember 2008.

Between 2009 and 2010, 
the two complainants record-
ed their statements before the 
court.

The special CBI court shift-
ed from Ambala to Panchkula 
and the case against Dera 
chief was also transferred to 
Panchkula CBI Court.

In July 2017, the court 
ordered daily hearing and ar-
guments of prosecution and 

defence were concluded on 
August 17, 2017. It held Ram 
Rahim guilty of rape on Au-
gust 25.

Authorities are geared 
up to prevent a repeat of the 
mayhem on Friday by the fol-
lowers of the Dera chief.

Prohibitory orders under 
Section 144 of the Code of 
Criminal Procedure (CrPC), 
prohibiting assembly of ϐive 
or more persons, and car-
rying of ϐirearms and other 
weapons, are already in place 
in Rohtak district.

Rohtak Deputy Commission-
er Atul Kumar said police will 
not hesitate to open ϐire again at 
those spreading violence.

“It is a challenging situ-
ation, but we are prepared”, 
Kumar told reporters.

“We are prepared to deal 
with any unscrupulous ele-
ment who may try to create 
trouble ... if there is any such 
element who indulges in any 
act of violence endangering 
innocent lives, if he does not 
pay heed to warnings then 
shoot-at-sight will be used 
against him. Action will be 
taken as the situation de-
mands,” he asserted.

He said the Rohtak ad-
ministration and security 
personnel were dealing with 

a “dynamic and challenging 
situation”.

“We have clarity of 
thought, we are not confused. 
If we feel any person is endan-
gering lives of innocent peo-
ple and is causing damage to 
property, then shoot-at-sight 
will be used (to deal in such a 
situation),” he said.

Haryana DGP B S Sandhu 
also said that “maintaining 
law and order is the top pri-
ority for the Haryana Police 
today.”

A special court room was 
set up within the Sunaria jail, 
Rohtak Range IG, Navdeep 
Singh Virk said.

Virk said the Haryana Po-
lice was fully geared to deal 
with any situation and police 
from neighbouring districts 
too has been deployed.

He said it will be ensured 
that no Dera follower is al-
lowed to enter Rohtak district 
or come near the jail.

“For that we have set up 
special barricades across the 
entire Rohtak district,” he 
said.

As a precautionary mea-
sure, schools and other edu-
cational institutions remained 
shut in Haryana while these 
will also remain closed in sen-
sitive districts in Punjab.

Dera chief sentenced to 10-year jail term

LOST
Miss, Shanti Subba 
daughter of Pur-
na Singh Subba 
residents of Som-
baria West Sikkim 
has lost her Class 
X marksheet of 
CBSE on 5th July 
2017 in and around 
Gangtok.
If found please con-
tact @ 9635255815 
or 8617490940

W , A  28 
(AP): Bare arms and a 
belted waist, a White 
House vegetable garden 
and parents in the res-
idence: Melania Trump 
is borrowing pages from 
Michelle Obama’s play-
book.

From public policy 
to high fashion to family 
ties, Mrs Trump is keep-
ing alive parts of the for-
mer ϐirst lady’s legacy 
even as President Donald 
Trump’s administration 
alters other aspects.

Mrs Obama made it 
acceptable for ϐirst ladies 
to shun the conϐining, 
jewel-toned suits that her 
predecessors wore like 
uniforms, and her suc-
cessor is embracing that 

same free- wheeling fash-
ion sense.

During President 
Trump’s ϐirst overseas 
trip in late May, the cur-
rent ϐirst lady stepped off 
of Air Force One in Saudi 
Arabia wearing a long-
sleeved, black jumpsuit 

accented with a wide, 
gold belt. A former mod-
el, Mrs Trump has worn a 
number of sleeveless and 
belted outϐits since, al-
most always paired with 
towering heels.

She has kept Mrs 
Obama’s vegetable gar-

den, and shown interest 
in women’s empower-
ment, military families 
and children’s issues. Mrs 
Obama championed all as 
ϐirst lady. But where Mrs 
Obama frequently hosted 
public events in the gar-
den to encourage healthy 
eating, Mrs Trump has 
yet to hold an activity 
there.

Next month, Mrs 
Trump will lead the US 
delegation to the Invictus 
Games, an Olympics-style 
competition for wound-
ed military person-
nel. The Obama White 
House helped promote 
the games after Britain’s 
Prince Harry created 
them in 2014.

On the family front, 

the ϐirst lady’s parents 
Viktor and Amalija Knavs 
spent time at the White 
House after their daugh-
ter ofϐicially moved in in 
June. They spent Father’s 
Day weekend with the 
Trumps at Camp David, 
the presidential retreat 
in Maryland.

The Knavs live in New 
York and aren’t expect-
ed to join their daughter 
in the White House. Mrs 
Obama’s mother, Mari-
an Robinson, lived in the 
White House during the 
eight years that Barack 
Obama was president to 
help care for her grand-
daughters.

“She really did ad-
mire Michelle Obama 
very much,” Myra Gutin, 

a Rider University pro-
fessor and author of 
“The President’s Part-
ner: The First Lady in 
the Twentieth Centu-
ry,” said of Mrs. Trump. 
“Maybe she’s following 
in those footsteps and 
is expressing her admi-
ration by doing things 
that, if they aren’t the 
same, are similar.”

Admiration for Mrs 
Obama’s legacy is a bit 
harder to ϐind elsewhere 
in the administration.

First lady appears to borrow from Michelle Obama’s playbook

Pak 
postpones 
top US 
of icial’s 
visit
I , A  28 
(PTI): Pakistan has post-
poned a visit by a top US 
diplomat who had been 
due to arrive here to-
day, days after President 
Donald Trump publicly 
rebuked Islamabad for 
providing safe havens to 
agents of chaos that kill 
Americans.

Alice Wells, the act-
ing Assistant Secretary 
of State for South and 
Central Asian Affairs and 
acting Special Represen-
tative for Afghanistan 
and Pakistan, was set to 
be the ϐirst major Amer-
ican ofϐicial to visit the 
country since the presi-
dent’s comments, but her 
visit has been put off by 
the Pakistan government 
“until a mutually conve-
nient time”.

The Foreign Ofϐice 
did not give any reason 
for postponing the visit.

But government sourc-
es said Islamabad was still 
evolving a response to the 
US accusations that Paki-
stan was providing safe 
havens to militants and 
prolonging the US’ 16-
year Afghan war.

It would be “prema-
ture” to interact with the 
senior US state depart-
ment ofϐicial at this time, 
they added.

In Washington, the 
state department con-
ϐirmed Wells’ trip has 
been postponed at the 
Pakistan government’s 
“request”, but it too did 
not provide any reason 
for delaying the visit.

Wells’ visit was 
scheduled as part of her 
three-nation South Asia 
tour. She would continue 
with her trip to Dhaka 
and Colombo, according 
to the state department.

The Pakistan govern-
ment has tasked Foreign 
Minister Khawaja Asif 
to garner support from 
friendly countries. He is 
expected to visit China, 
Russia and Turkey next 
week in the ϐirst phase 
of the country’s regional 
diplomatic outreach.

Pakistan Prime Min-
ister Shahid Khaqan Ab-
basi on Wednesday visit-
ed Saudi Arabia and held 
talks with Crown Prince 
Mohammad bin Salman.

News reports in Pa-
kistan said he was ac-
companied by Asif on the 
trip and discussed the 
US’ new Afghan strategy 
there.

The Pakistan-US ties 
received a fresh jolt on 
Saturday when Gen John 
Nicholson, the top US 
commander in Afghani-
stan, claimed in a TV in-
terview that his country 
was aware of Afghan Tal-
iban leadership’s pres-
ence in Peshawar and 
Quetta.
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EtCETERA

ARIES: If you’re not married or 
engaged, Aries, you may feel that 
your current love interest is avoid-
ing you. However, this is just your 
imagination. Relationships always 
go through ups and downs, so 
don’t worry. If you have serious 
doubts whether there’s something 
wrong, ask your partner.
TAURUS: You may be a bit de-
pressed today if you and your part-
ner are going through a diffi  cult 
time. Maybe there’s something 
unspoken that brings tension and 
awkwardness into your life togeth-
er. Try to fi nd the root of the prob-
lem. It will only get worse if you 
don’t talk about it. Don’t get too 
emotional when you bring it up. 

Just ask if your partner is bothered 
by something.
GEMINI: A short trip might be 
necessary today, Gemini. This 
could be disheartening, as it takes 
you away from your current love 
interest, but perhaps it’s just as 
well. A phone call on this emotion-
ally charged day might advance 
your relationship more than a 
forced evening together. Acknowl-
edge that you’re looking forward 
to seeing your friend again and 
then get on with the job!
CANCER: The strange behavior 
of a romantic interest may have 
you confused, Cancer. Is your part-
ner avoiding you? Do phone calls 
go unanswered? Forget it. Some-

times people see too much intima-
cy as a threat to their independence 
and choose to ignore it. The best 
way to deal with this is to not press 
any sensitive issues. Just go out for 
dinner and act like a friend. Keep 
romance out of the equation for 
now!
LEO: Have you invited some 
friends over for a celebration to-
night, Leo? If so, your guests are 
going to keep you hopping! That’s 
all right. The day is fi lled with 
love and joy. Entertaining them is 
your way of expressing your ap-
preciation. If you’re romantically 
involved, you and your partner can 
celebrate privately after all your 
visitors are gone. Relax, let go, and 

enjoy your party!
VIRGO: Other responsibilities 
might keep you away from your 
loved one today, Virgo. If you have 
plans for tonight - or even if you 
don’t - you might fi nd this rather 
depressing. Where is the one you 
love? Is your partner out carousing 
and having a good old time while 
you’re working like crazy? Don’t 
torture yourself with thoughts like 
this.
LIBRA: The absence of direct ex-
pressions of love might make your 
life seem rather empty today, Li-
bra. If you’re single, there may be 
nobody around to have fun with. If 
you’re involved, chances are your 
current love interest is unable to 

get together. Don’t waste time fret-
ting over this. Make some other 
plans.
SCORPIO: You may decide to 
duck out of extra responsibilities 
today, Scorpio, perhaps to have a 
private celebration at home with 
your love partner! The fun might 
be delayed if your beloved is un-
expectedly called away for a while. 
Just remember that quality is better 
than quantity!
SAGITTARIUS: You may feel 
neglected and unloved today, Sag-
ittarius. If you’re single, you may 
feel worse. Cheer up. If you’re run-
ning around with such a depressed 
and dramatic expression on your 
face, nobody will feel like asking 

you out. Try to make yourself hap-
py by doing things you like to do. 
If you smile, you’ll be a magnet for 
someone who has love to give.
CAPRICORN: Are you worried 
that your romantic partner doesn’t 
love you as much as you love him 
or her, Capricorn? Love has many 
facets. Not everybody can verbally 
express love or feel comfortable 
with public displays of aff ection. If 
someone loves you, there are ways 
you can tell. It might be the way 
they look at you, how they touch 
you, or little favors. If you’re un-
certain, why not ask?
AQUARIUS: If you’re single, 
Aquarius, you might feel a little 
down today. All your friends who 

are in relationships may have plans 
while you go home alone. Relax. 
Many people in relationships ar-
en’t necessarily happy. They have 
their own problems and sometimes 
feel lonely and frustrated. There 
are certain advantages to being sin-
gle. Make the best of it today and 
enjoy yourself!
PISCES: Today you may substi-
tute chocolate for a lack of love 
because you feel tempted to treat 
yourself to something good. This is 
fi ne, but confi ne yourself to a small 
amount. Overindulgence in sweets 
could have you regretting it when 
you get a stomachache, not to men-
tion step on the scale! Remember, 
moderation is the key.
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bollybuzz!!!

A R C T I C   C I R C L E  - HALLATT

B A B Y   B L U E S  - KIRKMAN & SCOTT

L O C K H O R N S  - HOEST & REINER

29TH AUGUST
WORLD HISTORY
1632: English philosopher 
John Locke was born in Som-
erset, England. The philoso-
pher of liberalism inϐluenced 
the American founding fa-
thers and was famous for his 
treatise “An Essay Concerning 
Human Understanding.”
1793: Slavery was abolished 
in the French colony of Santo 
Domingo (Haiti).
1831: Michael Faraday, Brit-
ish physicist, demonstrated 
the ϐirst electric transformer. 
Faraday had discovered that a 
changing magnetic ϐield pro-
duces an electric current in a 
wire, a phenomenon known 
as electromagnetic induction.
1896:  The Chinese-American 
dish chop suey was invented 
in New York City by the chef 
to visiting Chinese Ambassa-

dor Li Hung-chang. 
1949: The USSR successful-
ly detonated its ϐirst atomic 
bomb at Semipalatinsk in Ka-
zakhstan. It was a copy of the 
Fat Man bomb and had a yield 
of 21 kilotons. 

INDIAN HISTORY
1905: Field hockey champion 
Dhyan Chand was born in Al-
lahabad. Dhyan Chand is re-
membered for his quick goal 
scoring and for winning three 
Olympic gold medals for India.
1947: A drafting committee 
was set up with B.R Ambed-
kar as the Chairman to draft 
the Constitution of India.
1994: A prominent Bengali 
author and journalist, Tushar 
Kanti Ghose passed away.

Dr. RAJEN UPADHYAY
Assistant Professor in History, 

Namchi Govt. College

WONDER WOMAN ON STAGE! Actress Gal Gadot 
speaks onstage during the 2017 MTV Video Music 
Awards at The Forum in Inglewood, California.

“IF THE FILM had been 
sold reasonably, it would 
have been a hit,” Salim Khan 
speaks at length about why 
there was a need to compen-
sate the distributors after 
Tubelight ϐlopped.

Salim Khan believes in 
speaking his mind. He is 
one person from the indus-
try who knows exactly what 
is wrong or right with it. He 
has seen a lot of changes and 
thus, knows what ails Bolly-
wood presently. Recently, we 
told you how Salim Khan and 
his son Salman have compen-
sated the distributors who 
lost money due to Tubelight. 
Now we have his reaction on 
it where he explains the need 
for such a gesture.

Salim saab was speaking 
to Scroll.in when he threw 
light on the mat-
ter. He said, 
“The reason for 
c o m p e n s a t i n g the dis-
tributors was that the price 
it had been sold at was in 
expectation of it making Rs 
250-300 crore at the box of-
ϐice like most Salman ϐilms, 
which it didn’t. If Tubelight 
had been sold reasonably, it 

would have been a hit.” What 
he said makes a lot of sense. 
Promoting Tubelight as yet 
another Salman Khan bonan-
za was the biggest mistake. 
That gave a wrong impres-
sion that it will follow what 
S u l - tan did at the box 

ofϐice without 
understanding 

the fact that these 
two are completely different 
ϐilms. But the gesture by the 
Khans won many hearts.

Salim Khan also spoke 
about what went wrong with 
Tubelight. He said, “Tubelight 
was a good ϐilm, which would 
have done well if any other 

Salim Khan on compensating distributors
for Tubelight’s debacle

actor had starred in it, but 
to have an action hero like 

Salman getting constantly 
beaten up and crying all the 
time just didn’t work with 
the audience. Someone like 
Raj Kapoor could do any role, 
the common man, the lover, 
the comedian, but Salman 
doesn’t have that sort of an 
image. The audience kept ex-
pecting him to ϐight back and 
when he did retaliate a bit to-
wards the end, the entire au-
dience cheered for him, but it 
never went beyond a couple 
of blows. Also missing was a 
love story and in fact the lit-
tle you see was added later, 
there wasn’t any initially.”

Game of Thrones actors Kit Har-
rington, Lena Headey, Emilia Clarke 

all take home $500,000
The principal casts of Game of 

Thrones, Kit Harrington (Jon Snow), 
Lena Headey (Cersei Lannister), Nikolaj 
Costa-Waldau (Jamie Lannister), Peter 
Dinklage (Tyrion Lannister) and Emil-
ia Clarke (Daenerys Targaryen) receive 
the same amount of paycheck from the 
makers.

After all the disheartening Game 
of Thrones leak stories we’re coming 
across, thanks to cyber criminals who 
have hacked HBO, here’s a news that 
has ϐinally made us smile. So far the 
HBO hackers have been getting the 
most negative publicity for their asinine 
stunt. However, their latest revelation 
has made us respect the makers even 
more. Turns out, there is no sort of pay 
disparity between actors and actress-
es on the show. The principal casts of 
the show, Kit Harrington (Jon Snow), 
Lena Headey (Cersei Lannister), Nikolaj 
Costa-Waldau (Jamie Lannister), Peter 
Dinklage (Tyrion Lannister) and Emil-
ia Clarke (Daenerys Targaryen) receive 
the same amount of paycheck from the 
makers. That too a whopping $500,000! 
In fact, even the bonuses and other sorts 
of added remuneration is in unison. 
This piece of information was leaked by 
the hackers, who divulged to Mashable.
com. Turns out on Friday, the website 
received a dump of documents from the 
hackers, all related to the big HBO hack-
ing they performed. One of those doc-
uments contained the climax of season 
7’s ϐinale episode and also had scripts of 
the upcoming seasons. Among the same, 
the site also found papers pertaining to 
the pay agreement of the stars.

They only found Lena and Kit’s con-
tracts where it has been mentioned that 
neither of the actors will see a raise as 
opposed to the other actor. All kinds 
of increment and increase of pay shall 
be done on an equality basis. Basically, 
both Kit and Lena would be given raises 
of the same amount. It also states that 
no cast member will be paid more. The 
contract speciϐies per-episode salary 

ϐigures, signing bonuses, contract-com-
pletion bonuses and bonuses for awards 
nominations and wins. And guess what, 
all the ϐigures and numbers are identi-
cal. However, the site chose to keep the 
data private. On the same, Variety re-
vealed that remuneration of the top ac-
tors of GoT, Lena, Kit, Emilia and Nikolaj 
are the same! They all make $500,000 
per episode!

What gender pay disparity?

Taylor Swift made MA-
JOR digs about Kim Kar-

dashian and Kanye West in her 
‘Look What You Made Me Do’ 
video — but they reportedly 
want NOTHING to do with this 
years-long feud any longer!

Kim Kardashian, 36, put 
Taylor Swift, 27, on blast last 
summer, but now that it’s 

Kim & Kanye Unfazed By Taylor Swift’s Diss Video
been more than a year, she’s 
totally done with the drama. 
The same can’t be said for Tay, 
whose new music video for 
“Look What You Made Me Do” 
appeared to include several 
disses about the reality star 
and her husband, Kanye West, 
40. However, instead of com-
menting about the footage, 
Kim has stayed quiet [so far], 
and it’s reportedly because she 
and ‘Ye just don’t care about 
what Taylor has to say! While 
Kim is reportedly just “over it,” 
Kanye simply has bigger feuds 
to worry about — speciϐically, 
his recent beef with JAY-Z.

The 27-year-old has stayed 
quiet about it for more than a 
year, but “Look What You Made 
Me Do” deϐinitely takes sever-
al shots at Kimye and others 
who tarnished her reputation 
over the last several months. 
In the vid, Taylor appears to 
take aim at Kim’s robbery, 
the phone call video release, 
Kanye’s NYFW disaster and 
MUCH more, all while poking 
fun of Kim referring to her as 
a “snake.” The feud continues!


