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VISHNU NEOPANEY
G , 11 J :

Power supply to State 
Health Care, Human 

Services & Family Wel-
fare department has 
been disconnected by the 
Power & Energy Depart-
ment since the last ϐive 
days. 

It is learnt that out-
standing bills of last 15-
17 years amounting to 
more than Rs 8 crore led 
to the Power Department 
disconnecting power 
supply to the head ofϐice 
at Tashiling as well as the 
annexure building of the 
Health Department at 
Tadong. However, power 
supply to STNM Hospital 
has not been cut.

Despite shooting off 
11 letters to the Health 
department last year 
seeking payment of all 

outstanding bills, the 
Power department re-
ceived no response 
forcing it to take action, 
sources inform.

The state government 
had also been informed 
by the Power department 
regarding its decision to 
stop power supply to the 
Health department, it is 
further informed.

The Power depart-
ment had also informed 
the Chief Secretary 
through whom notice 
was served to the Health 
Department.

Meanwhile, the pub-
lic visiting the Health de-
partment for veriϐication 
and attestation of vari-
ous documents including 
birth certiϐicates, health 
cards and other ofϐicial 
purposes, are facing 
problems. 

Power Dept cuts supply
to Health Dept 

SAGAR CHETTRI
G , 11 J :

Sikkim Organic Day 2018 
will be celebrated with the 

theme ‘Transforming Agricul-
ture for a Better World’ with 
a series of activities on 17 and 
18 Jan at Saramsa Garden in 
Ranipool, East Sikkim. The 
event will be organized by 
Food Security & Agriculture 
Development and Horticulture 
& Cash Crops Development 
Department [FSAD&HCCDD] 
and will have the participation 
of farmers from different parts 
of the State along with stake-
holders and delegates from in 
and outside the State.

It has to be mentioned here 
that the Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi had declared Sikkim 
as the ϐirst Organic Farming 
State in the country on 18 Jan 
in 2016. Following the same, 
the Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling announced that 18 
Jan will be celebrated as ‘Sik-
kim Organic Day’ every year.

The two-day mega event 
will have display of ϐlowers, 
fruits, vegetables, roots and 
tubers, spices, mushrooms, 
medicinal plants, cereals, 

pulses and seeds of the State 
at the venue. The event will 
also have competition in cab-
bage, cauliϐlowers, tomato 
and broccoli in vegetable cat-
egory and in cymbidium or-
chids in ϐlower category. The 
department has announced 
to present the Progressive 
Farmer Award to eight pro-
gressive farmers [two from 
each district] of the State. The 
award carries the cash prize 

Rs 25,000 each.
Addressing the press con-

ference, FSAD&HCCDD secre-
tary, Khorlo Bhutia informed 
that Acharya Bal Krishna from 
Patanjali Ayurveda, Haridwar 
is also scheduled to attend 
the celebration among other 
dignitaries. He informed that 
workshops on various topics 
of Organic Farming will have 
experts and scientists from the 
State and Central Departments 

and organizations. He added 
that the workshop will also be 
attended by 300 progressive 
farmers of the State on each 
day. He further appealed to all 
stakeholders for their partic-
ipation to encourage farmers 
and to encourage them to in-
crease the production.

The Secretary mentioned 
that following the announce-
ment of the state government 
to ban vegetables from out-

side the State the departmen-
tal ofϐicials and ϐield function-
aries have been working on a 
war-footing basis on the ϐield. 

“We have been visiting 
wards and GPUs across the 
State and interacting with 
farmers. We have found that 
farmers are very happy and 
excited with the announce-
ment of the government and 
it will provide a better market 
for their produce,” he said. 

He added that the depart-
ment has been running its 
area expansion programme 
and providing all necessary 
technical and other support 
to farmers.

The present requirement 
of vegetables in the State is 
1.2 metric tons per year with 
the State presently producing 
80,000 metric tons of vegeta-
bles per year, he informed. 

“We are very positive and 
with the support of famers 
and concerned stakeholders 
we will able to meet the re-
maining 40,000 metric tons 
by the end of March this year,” 
he said. 

He added that the govern-
ment is committed towards 

making Sikkim a self-sustain-
able in vegetable production.

“We have been working on 
war-footing basis and every-
one has to work together to 
provide pure and organic pro-
duce to the people of Sikkim. 
This decision is for the better 
health of the people of Sikkim,” 
Mr Bhutia said. He added that 
organic mission was not just 
related to crop production but 
also a contribution towards 
the ecology and environment. 
He informed that the notiϐica-
tion on the vegetable ban will 
be issued very soon.

Mr Khorlo informed that 
two Kisan Bazaars in Gang-
tok and Namchi will be oper-
ational from April this year 
and two cold storage units of 
500 metric tons capacity each 
are coming up at Gangtok and 
Jorethang.

He added that Sikkim’s best 
practices on organic mission 
have already been acknowl-
edged and adopted nationally 
and internationally. He added 
that Sikkim organic mission 
has been getting appreciation 
and recognition in national 
and international forums.

Sikkim Organic Day 2018 to celebrate “transforming
agriculture for a better world”

G , 11 J  
(IPR): A meeting on land 
acquisition proceedings 
as well as relief and reha-
bilitation package for the 
two phases of land acqui-
sition by the Sashastra 
Seema Bal at Melli Aching 
area at Yuksom subdivi-
sion was held at District 
Administrative Centre in 
Rabdentse, West Sikkim 
today.

The pending issue 
of relief and rehabili-
tation package for the 
ϐirst phase was ϐinalized 
by the District Collector 
along with the concerned 
ofϐicials where the SSB 
has decided to pay a one-

time ϐinancial assistance 
of Rs 2.5 lakh to the af-
fected land owners along 
with the provision of 
scholarships to their chil-
dren studying in schools 
and colleges. 

The SSB have also 
given their word on the 
priority to be given to the 
affected families in terms 
of employment and such 
opportunities. The de-
mands placed by the con-

cerned citizens regard-
ing better health facili-
ties will also be looked 
after as assured by the 
SSB Commandant. More 
over the nearby Tathang 
Primary School will be 

provided with required 
infrastructure.

The main concern of 
the public regarding ex-
pediting the land acqui-
sition process was wel-
comed by the adminis-
tration. There are a total 
of 38 affected families.

The meeting was 
chaired by West DC, Ka-
pil Meena with 36th Bat-
talion SSB commandant, 
K. D. Shangderpa, Senior 
Superintendent of Po-
lice [West], Dr Sonam 
Lepcha, Sub Divisional 
Magistrate [Yuksom] 
and other ofϐicials along 
with the affected land 
owners.

SSB to pay Rs 2.5 lac to affected landowners of Melli-Aching

SIKKIM’S DANCING STAR SHINES AT PALJOR STADIUM
Dancing star, Mingma D Lepcha, enthralls the crowd at Paljor Stadium with his electrifying performance on Thursday. Also performing on 

the day were Kalimpong band, Nomads with Cobweb from Nepal ϐinishing off the evening. [Pic: Nangkha Longkumer]

N  D , J  11 
(PTI): Gorkha Janmukti 
Morcha leader Bimal Gu-
rung today expressed his 
willingness to hold dia-
logue with West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee to defuse the 
crisis in Darjeeling and 
asserted that his ϐight 
was for Gorkha identity.

In his ϐirst direct in-
teraction with reporters 
following a long and vi-
olent agitation in Dar-
jeeling last year, Gurung 
also rejected Banerjee’s 
accusation that he was 
a separatist, saying his 
party’s demands were 
within the purview of 
Indian Constitution and 
he believed in national 
integrity.

He claimed that the 
state police had impli-
cated him and his party’s 
workers in false criminal 
cases and sought an in-
dependent enquiry into 
the matter.

His party leaders said 
Gurung was booked in 
over 350 cases and had 
been on a run before the 
Supreme Court asked the 
police to not take any co-
ercive measure against 
him after he ϐiled a plea 
there.

Asked if he was will-
ing to hold dialogue with 
Banerjee, he answered in 
afϐirmative.

“I’m ready for dia-
logue. Dialogue is the 
way ahead,” he said.

Though his party has 
been demanding a sepa-
rate state of Gorkhaland 
to be carved out of West 
Bengal, he did not touch 
upon the issue in his to-
day’s comments.

“Our agitation is for 
Gorkha identity,” he said.

He said he had nothing 
against the people of Ben-
gal but the language and 
culture of Gorkhas were 
distinct from them and 
whatever they were de-
manding was within the 
ambit of the Constitution.

Gurung accused the 
state government of act-
ing in an “one-sided” 
manner following the 
start of an agitation in 
Darjeeling in June last 
year.

Eleven Gorkhas died 
in police and other vio-
lent action, he said.

Gurung also appealed 
for peace and asked his 
supporters to stay away 
from any illegal activity.

In his absence, a 

Ready for 
dialogue with 
Mamata: 
Bimal Gurung

N  D , J  11 
(PTI): Senior advocates, 
who have been leading 
the challenge against the 
Aadhaar scheme in the 
Supreme Court, today re-
frained from making any 
commitment on whether 
they would oppose the 
Centre’s fresh move to 
introduce the latest con-
cept of 16-digit ‘Virtual 
Aadhaar ID’.

While senior lawyer 
Arvind Datar said he was 
not aware of what the 
government was doing, 
senior advocate Shyam 
Divan refused to even 
comment on the move, 
which the Unique Iden-
tiϐication Authority of 
India (UIDAI) introduced 

yesterday with an aim to 
address privacy concerns.

“I do not have an 
opinion on this. I don’t 
know anything,” Divan, 
who has been leading the 
arguments in the apex 
court against the 12-digit 
Aadhaar number, said.

Datar also said he did 
not know what the Cen-
tre was doing and added 
that he was “clueless” 
about how a Virtual ID 
would help address the 
issue of privacy, especial-
ly in rural areas.

“I don’t know what 
this (the virtual ID) 
means. I am clueless 
about how it is going to 
help or how it will work 

‘Virtual ID’:Sr lawyers
opposing Aadhaar in SC refrain

from taking stand
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SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES
DERBY SUPER THURSDAY

Draw No:6 DrawDate on:11/01/18
1st Prize Rs.11 Lakhs/- C 94857
(Including Super Prize Amt)
2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
0167 0676 1993 4779 4975
3rd Prize Rs.5000/-
1517 2363 5479 6476 8073
4th Prize Rs.2000/-
1053 1055 2834 3420 3626
5th Prize Rs.1000/-
0723 1994 2048 2217 2521 3155 4524 5725 7356 9206
6th Prize Rs.500/-
0020 0773 1813 2409 2556 3030 5772 8174 9216 9709
7th Prize Rs.100/-
0018 0031 0032 0069 0094 0099 0101 0147 0154 0235
0244 0306 0324 0336 0375 0396 0452 0467 0484 0491
0506 0540 0588 0625 0673 0678 0701 0710 0716 0731
0782 0791 0832 0859 0863 0868 0875 0894 0929 0939
0959 0979 0985 1011 1020 1061 1085 1142 1151 1158
1165 1177 1178 1199 1220 1230 1250 1302 1336 1409
1410 1425 1427 1447 1457 1493 1495 1506 1519 1540
1542 1556 1573 1632 1655 1659 1675 1677 1714 1766
1793 1820 1823 1858 1863 1868 1904 1922 2009 2039
2051 2114 2136 2144 2152 2168 2199 2211 2219 2232
2282 2328 2364 2368 2371 2385 2391 2398 2420 2428
2455 2508 2518 2542 2548 2553 2563 2567 2569 2608
2631 2670 2691 2700 2722 2736 2760 2762 2765 2767
2806 2817 2826 2835 2840 2854 2856 2859 2867 2872
2886 2920 3020 3029 3041 3070 3079 3106 3116 3127
3145 3151 3154 3163 3166 3187 3188 3201 3202 3214
3245 3248 3254 3304 3309 3343 3346 3360 3371 3380
3381 3383 3440 3444 3462 3484 3507 3526 3530 3544
3572 3583 3590 3596 3613 3624 3632 3633 3640 3647
3648 3698 3710 3741 3774 3803 3840 3846 3902 3908
3920 3928 3947 3949 3959 3966 3973 3976 3997 4002
4025 4074 4084 4085 4135 4138 4154 4162 4171 4225
4235 4242 4243 4251 4272 4299 4305 4315 4345 4374
4377 4432 4440 4453 4482 4519 4525 4563 4567 4604
4615 4620 4621 4683 4757 4764 4798 4826 4858 4881
4907 4927 4971 4973 4976 4991 5001 5006 5026 5029
5062 5081 5111 5140 5155 5159 5175 5202 5212 5322
5326 5346 5357 5365 5389 5403 5426 5449 5523 5537
5565 5576 5580 5615 5628 5642 5653 5681 5688 5709
5733 5740 5748 5752 5778 5825 5913 5951 5969 5985
5995 6047 6075 6102 6114 6138 6160 6173 6272 6282
6295 6328 6337 6341 6383 6404 6410 6432 6453 6454
6474 6496 6583 6591 6629 6662 6663 6678 6681 6686
6701 6724 6763 6781 6800 6805 6817 6825 6867 6910
6938 6964 6981 7003 7035 7036 7061 7084 7095 7109
7113 7114 7123 7128 7141 7148 7159 7189 7190 7196
7218 7284 7307 7312 7314 7349 7374 7448 7483 7514
7543 7547 7584 7591 7614 7639 7652 7688 7694 7709
7720 7743 7760 7773 7800 7812 7831 7855 7858 7905
7920 7931 7947 7965 8006 8025 8033 8043 8062 8069
8082 8086 8097 8102 8117 8123 8134 8150 8170 8181
8198 8224 8234 8267 8309 8310 8312 8327 8347 8354
8357 8371 8416 8422 8439 8461 8472 8481 8495 8594
8707 8711 8714 8717 8733 8760 8763 8803 8804 8816
8823 8848 8856 8863 8888 8902 8913 8917 8930 8931
8935 8946 8952 8961 8983 8992 9003 9008 9019 9069
9088 9102 9129 9145 9162 9164 9172 9199 9210 9262
9293 9304 9307 9313 9321 9343 9391 9404 9413 9420
9421 9433 9482 9535 9616 9633 9635 9680 9692 9713
9720 9734 9763 9865 9905 9914 9920 9936 9960 9973
Issued by:
The Director,Sikkim State Lotteries,
Government Of Sikkim,Deorali - 737102,Sikkim
please: Visit :www.sikkimlotteries.com
KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETE

group of other Gorkha leaders led by Vinay Tamang 
had claimed to be the real representatives of people. 
Banerjee appointed Tamang as the head of Gorkhaland 
Territorial Administration (GTA) after Gurung, who 
was its chief, and his associates resigned.

People close to Gurung have claimed that the Trin-
amool Congress had propped up Tamang but the GJM 
leader remained the “real leader” of Gorkhas.

Ready for dialogue with 
Mamata: Bimal Gurung

G , 11 J  [PIB]: 
A daylong training ses-
sion on organic oyster 
mushroom cultivation 
was jointly organized by 
Indian Council of Agricul-
tural Research, National 
Organic Farming Re-
search Institute, Tadong, 
Gangtok and ICAR Di-
rectorate of Mushroom 
Research, Himachal 
Pradesh on 10 Jan at Sa-
jong village in Rumtek, 
East Sikkim under the 
aegis of Tribal Sub Plan. 

Twenty-eight farmers 
from the village partici-
pated in the training. The 
programme was headed 
by ICAR-NOFRI Director, 
Dr. RK Avasthe and ICAR 
Directorate of Mushroom 
Research, Solan, Dr VP 
Sharma. 

Dr. RK Avasthe in his 
address encouraged and 
appreciated the interest 

of the participants for 
their willingness to em-
brace mushroom culti-
vation on a commercial 
scale. He emphasized 
the nutritional, societal 
and economic role which 

mushroom production is 
expected to play in the 
near future in Sikkim. Dr 
Avasthe also shed light 
upon the other farmer 
friendly technologies de-
veloped by ICAR-NOFRI 

and urged them to adapt 
the technologies for dou-
bling their income.

Dr VP Sharma ex-
pressed his happiness 
over the zeal of the vil-
lagers for mushroom cul-

tivation. He enlightened 
them on different edible 
mushrooms which can 
be grown on commercial 
scale in Sikkim and their 
cultivation technology. He 
also visited the mushroom 
huts installed by the farm-
ers and interacted with 
them on various issues 
which could promote their 
mushroom production. 

Dr. Sharma congrat-
ulated the Joint Direc-
tor and the scientists of 
ICAR-NOFRI for the ef-
forts they have taken for 
the upliftment of farmers 
of Sikkim. 

The participants 
were given pressure 
cookers, aluminum uten-
sils, mushroom spawn 
packets, polythene bags, 
tarpaulin sheets and 
sprayers for facilitating 
their mushroom cultiva-
tion endeavor. 

Training session on mushroom 
cultivation held at Rumtek 

in rural areas,” he said.
Both Divan and Datar 

said they have nothing 
to say about the future 
stand they are likely to 
take in the apex court.

The UIDAI had yes-
terday introduced the 
concept of ‘Virtual ID’, 
which an Aadhaar card 
holder can generate from 
its website and give out 
for various purposes, in-
cluding SIM veriϐication, 
instead of sharing the 
actual 12-digit biometric 

ID. They have the option 
of not sharing their Aad-
haar number at the time 
of authentication.

The Virtual ID will be 
a temporary and revoca-
ble 16 digit random num-
ber mapped to a person’s 
Aadhaar number and the 
Aadhaar-issuing body 
will start accepting it 
from March 1, 2018.

From June 1, 2018 it 
will be compulsory for all 
agencies that undertake au-
thentication to accept the 
Virtual ID from their users.

‘Virtual ID’:Sr lawyers
opposing Aadhaar in SC refrain

from taking stand
contd from pg01

SUMMIT REPORT 
G , 11 J : 

Sikkim Krantikari 
Morcha convened a 

meeting for retired gov-
ernment employees here 
at the party head-ofϐice. 
The meeting was chaired 
by party vice-president, 
Duk Pintso Bhutia and 
was conducted by the or-
ganisation vice-president, 

Kao Tshering Bhutia.
An SKM press release 

informs that the meeting 
discussed various prob-
lems and issues related to 
government employees. 
The meeting appealed to all 
retired employees to gather 
at Legship on 04 Feb. It is 
informed that during the 
meeting ten retired em-
ployees joined SKM.

The party also in-
troduced its constituen-
cy level committee for 
Gnathang-Machong in a 
meeting at Pakyong Ba-
zaar in East Sikkim today. 
The meeting was chaired 
by vice-president, PK 
Subba and was attended 
by chief convener, Sonam 
Lama as the chief guest 
along with other senior 

leaders of the party.
MB Gurung has been 

appointed as the presi-
dent of the new CLC for 
Gnathang-Machong and 
the committee has 32 
members. It is informed 
that an active member of 
Sikkim Democratic Front 
party, Prem Kumar Gu-
rung from Dalapchand 
has joined SKM.

SKM conducts meeting for
retired govt employees

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 11 J : 

Aritar Gram Pancha-
yat Unit (GPU) under 

Chujachen Constituency 
organised Annual Gram 
Sabha today at Gram 
Prashasan Kendra Ari-
tar. President of this GPU, 
Hem Chandra Pradhan 
chaired the Gram Sabha 
while East District Zilla 
Adhyaksha, Samsher Rai 
Bokhim was present as 
guest of honour, informs 
a press release.

Gram Sabha was con-
ducted by Sr. VAA of Gram 
Prashashan Ofϐice, Mad-

hu Sudhan Sharma while 
president Hem Chandra 
placed the welcome note. 
Panchayat members Diki 
Doma Bhutia, L Prasad 
Sharma, Reeta Pradhan, 
Tulasa Pradhan, Navin 
Chettri, Hem Chandra 
Pradhan placed their 
respective Ward Sabha 
resolutions, the release 
mentions. 

GPU level Planning 
Forum, Social Audit cum 
Vigilance, Village Health 
and Sanitation and Di-
saster Management 
Committee was formed 
during the Gram Sabha.

Aritar GPU holds 
Gram Sabha

BJYM 
commences 
eight-day 
motorbike 
rally in WB
K , J  11 (PTI): 
The Bharatiya Janata 
Yuva Morcha (BJYM), the 
youth wing of the BJP, to-
day kick started its eight-
day motorbike rally to 
mark Swami Vivekanan-
da’s birth anniversary 
tomorrow.

The BJYM alleged that 
despite an order from the 
Calcutta High Court, the 
police tried to stop the 
bike rally at New Digha 
in West Midnapore dis-
trict, the southern tip of 
the state.

“We had requested to 
stop the rally as we were 
waiting for the order 
from the division bench 
of high court,” West Mid-
napore Additional SP 
(rural) Indrajit Basu said.

The high court yes-
terday allowed the bike 
rally, the permission for 
which was refused by 
the police saying a large 
number of police person-
nel have been deployed 
for the Gangasagar Mela.

A division bench of 
the High Court today re-
jected an appeal of the 
state government that 
pleaded for postpone-
ment of the rally that is 
scheduled to culminate 
at Coochbehar in the 
northern part of West 
Bengal on January 18.

Police sources said 
many BJYM activists did 
not have proper docu-
ments of the bikes they 
are riding, but it was de-
nied by the organisation.

“The allegations are 
absurd. The police only 
tried to stop the rally to 
prove their loyalties to 
their masters in the Tri-
namool Congress,” BJYM 
state president Debjit 
Sarkar told PTI.

State BJP president 
Dilip Ghosh said the TMC 
is afraid of the growth of 
BJP in the state and that 
is why they are resorting 
to such cheap politics.

Union minister of 
state for Water Resourc-
es, River Development 
& Ganga Rejuvenation, 
Arjun Ram Meghwal 
launched the BJYM pro-
gramme in New Digha.

Aadhaar row: 
Centre says 
innovations 
can’t be killed 
under “garb 
of privacy”
N  D /B , 
J  11 (PTI): As the row 
over alleged breach of 
Aadhaar raged, the Cen-
tre today said innovations 
happening in the country 
cannot be killed under 
the “garb of privacy” even 
as the scheme’s archi-
tect Nandan Nilekani felt 
there was an “orchestrat-
ed campaign” to malign it.

Putting up a robust 
defence of the ambitious 
scheme of providing a 
12-digit unique identity 
number to the citizens of 
the country, Union Law 
minister Ravi Shankar 
Prasad said ϐinger print 
and iris data stored in 
the Aadhaar system are 
safe and secure and can-
not be breached even by 
“billions of efforts.” He 
also made an appeal not 
to “overblow” the issue 
of data breach.

The alleged breach of 
Aadhaar brought to fore 
in a recent newspaper re-
port has triggered priva-
cy and security concerns.

The Delhi police ϐiled 
an “open-ended FIR” fol-
lowing a complaint by 
the Unique Identiϐication 
Authority of India (UIDAI) 
against The Tribune news-
paper and its reporter.

“Travelling is your 
private affair. But every-

contd from pg03
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Gangtok on 
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12 Jan

Temp: 19°C /05°C
Forecast: Part-
ly clear to partly 
cloudy and chilly.
Sunrise: 06:27 AM
Sunset: 5:01 PM
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45th Day Kriya
The 45 days Kriya of Late Dil 
Maya Pariyar, who passed away 
on 30th November, 2017 falls on 
15th January 2018. All our rel-
atives, friends and well wishers 
are requested to join us for off er-
ing prayers to the departed soul 
at Marut Bhawan, Namchi Ba-
zaar, South Sikkim. We off er our 

sincere gratitude towards those who stood by us in 
the time of bereavement. 

Prava Pariyar, Ashok Pariyar [daugh-
ters], Bishal Pariyar, Ashok Pariyar 

[brothers]- 9609856318, Man Maya Pari-
yar, Bishnu Maya Pariyar [sisters], 

8670625231, 9733187168, 8768264739

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
NAMCHI, SOUTH SIKKIM

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
Sealed tender are invited from interested parties and local educated unemployed 

youth[s] of Sikkim for taking on lease of the property as mentioned herein below: ‘As 
is it where it is basis’.

Sl.
No.

NAME OF PROPERTY BASE PRICE OF 
MONTHLY RENT

TRD 
[EQUIV-
ALENT 
THREE 

MONTHS 
RENT

COST OF 
TENDER 

FORM

1.

2.

Cafeteria at 9th Mile Temi, 
South Sikkim
Cafeteria at 8th Mile Temi, 
South Sikkim

Rs. 17,960/- P.M.

Rs. 25,190/- P.M. 

Rs. 53,889/-

Rs. 75,570/-

Rs. 900.00

Rs. 13,00.00

TIME SCHEDULE
i. Sale of Tender forms- 15.01.2018 to 6.2.2018 during offi  ce hours at 

offi  ce of Deputy Director [South], Namchi Municipal Council, 1st fl oor, 
Namchi. Deputy Director [Assets], Tourism & CAv. Deptt., Govt. of Sik-
kim, Paryatan Bhawan, Tadong, Gangtok.

ii. Receipt of Tender form along with the relevant documents- 6.2.2018 
till 12.00 p.m. at offi  ce of the Deputy Director [South], Namchi Munici-
pal Council, 1st fl oor, Namchi.

iii. Opening of Tender Documents- 6.2.2018 from 1.30 p.m. at offi  ce of 
Deputy Director [South], Namchi Municipal Council, 1st fl oor, Namchi.

The intending contractors/ tenderers may visit the website of Toursm & CAV. De-
partment www.sikkimtourism.gov.in for information and further details or contact 
Deputy Director [South], Namchi Municipal Council, 1st fl oor, Namchi.

DEPUTY DIRECTOR [SOUTH], 
TOURISM & CIVIL AVIATION DEPARTMENT,

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM.
R.O. No. 500/IPR/PUB/Classi/17-18 Dated: 09.01.2018

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
TOURISM AND CIVIL AVIATION DEPARTMENT

GANGTOK
NOTICE INVITING TENDER NO. 145/TD

Tourism & Civil Aviation Department, Government of Sikkim has desirous to construct a Mono Cable 
Detachable Ropeway from Pelling to Sangacholing in West Sikkim, having an aerial length of 1.75 km 
and elevation diff erence of 104 metres from reputed, experience Ropeway Construction Company/fi rm/
contractor within India. The intended tenderers may visit the e-Tendering website of Government of 
Sikkim www.sikkimtender.gov.in.
Date: 10.01.2018  Sd/- PRINCIPAL CHIEF ENGINEER
Place: Gangtok  TOURISM & CIVIL AVIATION DEPARTMENT
R.O. No: 503/IPR/PUB/Classi/17-18 Date: 10/01/2018  GANGTOK

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 11 J :

To better understand the 
issue of climate change in 

Sikkim, Indian Institute of Pub-
lic Administration (IIPA) and 
the technical service SEEDS in 
collaboration with Sikkim State 
Disaster Management Authori-
ty (SSDMA) kicked off two days 
long training and policy work-
shop programme on Capacity 
Building Strategies for Manag-
ing Complex Disasters in the 
face of Climate Change with the 
theme “The First Organic State...
Now Moving towards being 
the ϐirst Climate Smart State,” a 
press release informs. 

The workshop sponsored by 
National Mission on Himalayan 
Studies and Ministry of Envi-

ronment, Forests and Climate 
Change, Government of India had 
State Relief Commissioner cum 
Secretary, Land Revenue and Di-
saster Management Department, 
Tsegyal Tashi as the chief guest 
on its inaugural day and former 
Dean of Jawaharlal Nehru Uni-
versity, Professor CK Varshney as 
the keynote speaker.

Addressing the inaugural 
session, Mr Tsegyal said that cli-
mate change is a signiϐicant and 
emerging threat to Sikkim. 

“From the last couple of 
years we are witnessing the ex-
tensive increase of temperature 
and it is a matter of serious con-
cern for Sikkim,” he added.

He also expressed his serious 
concern on the rapid infrastruc-
ture development and informed 

that Sikkim is going to have a 
building code shortly in order 
to check the rapid infrastructure 
development taking place.

“We must be better prepared 
for unforeseen disasters by ed-
ucating ourselves through this 
kind of capacity building strat-
egies for managing complex di-
sasters,” he informed.

Professor Varshney talked 
about the global environmental 
issues and sustainable develop-
ment by shedding light on the 
wider environmental issues for 
sustainability. He also discussed 
about climate change, complex 
disaster, ϐlash ϐlood earthquake, 
importance of biodiversity etc.

Professor Varshney advised 
the Land Revenue and Disaster 
Management Department to 

have State Building Codes to en-
sure that homes and infrastruc-
ture are not at risk in Sikkim and 
said that rapid and unplanned 
urbanization further increases 
the risks as Sikkim already falls 
in Seismic Zone IV region. 

“Building Codes will need to 
be strictly enforced and urban 
planning needs to be done so 
that the State is prepared for cli-
mate-related disasters,” he added. 

SSDMA vice chairperson, Pro-
fessor Vinod K Sharma also spoke 
about climate change and how 
they are conducting awareness 
among Panchayats in rural Sikkim.

The programme was also 
attended by SSDMA special sec-
retary, Rinzing Chewang, repre-
sentative from IIPA, UNDP and 
stake holders.

IIPA and SSDMA kicks off workshop 
on making Sikkim Climate Smart

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 11 J : 

The venue for the eve-
ning programmes of 

the ongoing Sikkim Red 
Panda Winter Carnival 
2018 has been shifted 
from MG Marg to Paljor 
Stadium from today for 
the ‘safety and security 
of the people’.  However, 
other presentations by 
local artists will continue 
at MG Marg as scheduled. 

During the evening 
performance on Wednes-
day, the large crowd that 
had gathered at MG Marg 
had become difϐicult to 
manage forcing orga-
nizers to stop the pro-
gramme a few times.  

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 
Minister for Tourism & 
Civil Aviation Depart-
ment, Ugen T Gyatso 
Bhutia stated that the 
safety and security of 
the people is of top pri-
ority. He added that 
due to overcrowding at 
MG Marg, the venue has 

been shifted to Paljor 
Stadium.  

 “We can even cancel 
the programme but we 
will not compromise the 
safety and security of the 
people,” he said.

He also appealed to 
the people and especially 
youngsters to maintain 
discipline while watch-
ing the performances of 
popular artists from out-
side to maintain the good 

image of Sikkim.
“This event is above 

any politics and to fur-
ther promote Sikkim 
tourism nationally and 
internationally.  We 
need to work together 
and contribute for the 
success of the carnival 
and for the future gen-
erations of Sikkim,” he 
said.

Responding to me-
dia queries, the Minister 

clariϐied that not a sin-
gle penny has been paid 
to AR Rahman from the 
State exchequer. 

On opposition party 
allegations on not making 
a local personality as the 
State’s brand ambassa-
dor, he stated that there 
are certain criteria re-
quired for someone to be 
chosen as the brand am-
bassador of a State which 
Mr Rahman fulϐilled.

Venue of evening performances
shifted to Paljor Stadium 

thing is recorded if you 
take public transports 
like ϐlights. What you eat 
is your personal choice, 
but if you eat in a restau-
rant it is recorded by a 
bill. Therefore, let us not 
overblow this issue of 
privacy,” he said, adding 
that “innovations hap-
pening in the country as 
part of digital revolution 
cannot be killed under 
the garb of privacy.”

“What is strictly pri-
vate is medical and bank-
ing records.

When you talk about 
privacy, there should be 
a balance between data 
availability, data utility, 
data anonymity and data 
privacy,” he said at the 
inauguration of the 6th 
Annual International Com-
merce Conference in Delhi.

Prasad also talked 
about how a number of 
fake accounts and teach-
ers were identiϐied with 
the help of Aadhaar 
cards, thus helping the 
government save pre-
cious resources.

“Aadhaar does not 
contain community, reli-
gion, medical, education-
al or income reports. The 
system instead contains 
iris and ϐinger prints 
kept in a safe and secure 
encrypted form which 
cannot be broken into 
even by the billionth of 
efforts,” he said.

Speaking at another 
event under the aegis of 
Delhi School of Econom-
ics, Prasad showed his 
Aadhaar card to the audi-
ence and said: “The (Aad-
haar) system contains 
my ϐinger print and iris 
kept in safe and secure 

encrypted form which 
cannot be broken even 
by billions of efforts. That 
is an Indian technology.”

Stating that Aadhaar 
is here to stay, Nilekani 
said the issue of its al-
leged breach has been 
blown out of proportion 
as there are far too many 
security layers and that 
it is not possible to ran-
domly pore over it.

“There is hundred 
per cent an orchestrat-
ed campaign to see how 
Aadhaar gets maligned, 
yes absolutely,” the for-
mer chairman of UIAI 
told ET Now on the side-
lines of an Infosys event 
in Bengaluru.

Further referring to 
FIR ϐiled in the Tribune 
case, he said negative 
views on Aadhaar will 
have negative reactions 
and hence, it would be 
better for people to have 
a constructive view on it.

“If you are just taking 
a negative view, and not 
a constructive view, then 
you also have other (neg-
ative) reactions. I think, 
everybody has to accept 
Aadhaar is here to stay,” 
The former UIDAI chief 
said.

The Aadhaar is here 
to stay because as many 
as 119 crore people have 
it, 550 million have linked 
the numbers to their bank 
accounts and Rs 95,000 
crore transferred into 
DBT accounts, he added.

Nilekani said he was 
very conϐident of the Su-
preme Court upholding 
Aadhaar under the fun-
damental right of privacy 
because it meets the test 
of the law being propor-
tionate and reasonable.

Aadhaar row: Centre says 
innovations can’t be killed 

under “garb of privacy”

WB govt asks 
deptts to 
plan early to 
meet projects’ 
deadlines
K , J  11 (PTI): 
The West Bengal govern-
ment today asked all its 
departments to plan ear-
ly for timely execution of 
various projects.

In a directive, the 
West Bengal Finance De-
partment said it has been 
observed that more than 
50 per cent of the total 
expenditure is incurred 
during the last quarter of 
a ϐiscal year.

This happens in spite 
of 33 per cent and 75 per 
cent of the Plan Budget 
being released on April 1 
and September 1, respec-
tively, the notiϐication is-
sued yesterday said.

The cause for this 
“lopsided expenditure is 
that the main working 
season of the FY ie; April-
June (ϐirst quarter) is uti-
lised for planning, iden-
tiϐication of schemes, 
according administrative 
sanctions, preparations 
of Detailed Project Re-
ports and completing 
tender formalities,” it 
said.

By the time these for-
malities are completed, 
the monsoon sets in, the 
directive said, making 
it “difϐicult to start the 
work till September/Oc-
tober leading to actual 
expenditure only in the 
last two quarters” even 
though funds were made 
available earlier.

To ensure timely ex-
ecution of the different 
projects, advance plan-
ning by the departments 
is essential, it said.

“The departments 
more or less have a fair 
idea of their possible 
allocation in next FY. 
Therefore, the last quar-
ter of a FY can be utilised 
for preparatory works 
including ϐloating of ten-
ders, so that work orders 
can be issued in the ϐirst 
week of April of the next 
FY.

“Therefore, the de-
partments should com-
plete advance planning 
of works to be executed 
in next FY, including ad-
ministrative approval 
and ϐinancial sanctions 
(except release of funds), 
DPR, tender formalities, 
etc,” the directive said.

The state govern-
ment has in the recent 
past expressed its dis-
content over the manner 
in which funds allocated 
to the different depart-
ments for development 
works remained “not 
spent”.

Senior ofϐicials of the 
state secretariat said that 
Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee was unhappy 
with the way depart-
ments like Agricultural 
Marketing, among oth-
ers, failed to utilise funds 
alloted to them.

As per the directive, 
all the departments 
“should further ensure 
that the cost involved 
in the projects/schemes 
put to tender is within 
their expected budget-
ary allocation of the 
next FY.”
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Smells Like a
Young Spirit

Allow the young their dreams
and pursuits

There is still hope for Sikkim. And that is always a 
nice feeling to have. Hope ϐloats here on the shoul-

ders of youngsters who dream to aspire and remain 
resolute in their resolve to seek a future for them-
selves beyond the limits of the traditional, the routine 
or within quotas and reservations. It is with people 
such as these that the Sikkimese can afford some op-
timism in the decades to come. Yes, the number of 
youngsters conϐident and inspired enough to strike 
out on their own in little charted terrains is still low 
in Sikkim, but it is still a start, the foundation on which 
much grander futures can be built. What the “elders” 
need to ensure is to support ambition in the young, al-
low them their pursuit of excellence and, if possible, 
stay out of their way and not make things any more 
difϐicult for them. The courage in the young to make 
professions out of what used earlier be dismissed as 
“hobbies”, and their respect for merit in surroundings 
which have celebrated mediocrity for far too long are 
all signs that the graph could still swing upwards for 
Sikkim… if we allowed it

The go-getting attitude noticeable among more in 
the younger generation is in stark contrast to the pre-
vious one which has time and again proven itself to be 
self-defeatingly parochial and shortsighted. Maybe it’s 
the young’s form of rebellion, but whatever it is, it is a 
welcome paradigm shift as it is also necessary.

Let us look ϐirst at what the previous generation 
bequeathed the young here. Very little, save a horde 
of controversies, unresolved issues and almost pas-
sionate insularity. They have made corruption a norm 
and forever shirked accountability – something that is 
as evident in the lethargy that grips the bureaucracy 
as it does the society at large in the social problems 
that plague the families and still remain unaddressed. 
It is a miracle then that the State still has a generation 
in the making that is more pragmatic and responsible 
and hopeful. One only hopes now that the spirit this 
generation imbibes does not dull under the inϐluence 
of the seniors who have still not stepped out of the 
scene.

That corruption of youthful ideals would be an un-
pardonable disservice to the State and to the future.

The generation next, given half a chance would 
prefer to carve independent futures for themselves 
which will undoubtedly combine to give the Sikkimese 
society a more healthy glow. This, provided we al-
low them to ϐind their own niche, pursuits and levels. 
Whether an insecure generation allows such self re-
alization or not remains to be seen. It would surprise 
few if the generation on the wane tries and makes the 
coming generation as dependent as it itself is. Just look 
around, everyone seems to be clamoring for handouts 
and largesse and even demanding them as a right. 
The rush for freebies is so energetic that it pushes the 
deserving category to the end of the line even as the 
so-called cream of the society continues to masquer-
ade in its various guises appropriating something that 
should have trickled down. The gene which triggered 
the spirit of adventure and hard work which embold-
ened those who made Sikkim their home at a time 
when survival itself demanded a daily battle with the 
elements seems to have skipped a generation or two 
in this Hidden Land. Thankfully it is expressing itself 
again. One only hopes that this return of the Spirit sus-
tains itself and takes Sikkim to another level - a very 
doable possibility…

SOPHIE MAY KERR
theconversation.com

A growing number of Australians (as also people 
around the world) live in apartments. The com-

pact city model presents many beneϐits. However, liv-
ing close to each other also presents challenges.

Rapid growth in apartment developments in re-
cent decades has led to a rise in noise-related com-
plaints and disputes across urban Australia. House-
holds with children are on the front line of such 
tensions. They are one of the fastest-growing demo-
graphics living in apartments. Analysis of the latest 
census data show, for instance, that families with chil-
dren under the age of 15 comprise 25% of Sydney’s 
apartment population.

Apartment design and cultural acceptance of fam-
ilies in the vertical city have not kept pace with this 
shift in housing forms. Cultural expectations that fam-
ilies with children ought to live in detached houses 
are persistent. Apartment planners and developers 
reproduce these expectations by neglecting children 
in building design and marketing.

With children’s sounds being difϐicult to predict 
or control, changing apartment demographics are an 
issue for planners and residents alike.

TRYING TO BE GOOD PARENTS 
AND GOOD NEIGHBOURS

My research explores the everyday experiences of 
families living in apartments in Sydney. It reveals that 
parents trying to make apartment life work face an 

emotional juggling act.
Apartment living often creates an emotional di-

lemma between being a good parent and being a good 
neighbour. Parents want to allow children to be children, 
but are ever anxious about annoying the neighbours.

Cities are layered with many different sounds, but 
the home is framed as a private space of peace and 
quiet. Sounds that intrude are considered noise. The 
“good” apartment neighbour avoids sounds that pen-
etrate neighbours’ homes. 

This is near impossible when children are involved 
(particularly when apartments are poorly designed). 
Key pressure points include crying at night and play-
ing and running during the day.

Parents spoke about the challenges of sleep train-
ing in an apartment. They wanted to be considerate 
neighbours, so felt anxious and guilty when their 
children did not comply. Some received angry letters 
from neighbours, or heard them call out and bang on 
walls and ceilings in midnight protests.

One mother described the difϐicult juggling act of 
an unsettled baby and an upset neighbour:

“[The neighbour] called out … ‘Pick up your baby!’ 
… I was so upset because we are trying our best and 
we were exhausted ourselves … [The neighbour] 
banged on the ceiling really loudly … I felt it on my 
feet, like it was shaking … That just kind of added to 
my stress … When I got back into bed after the shriek-
ing ϐinished and he [the baby] went back to sleep, and 
the stomping on the roof ϐinished … I just said, ‘I don’t 

know if I can do that again’ … knowing that, you know 
they’re hearing it all of course, and we felt terrible.”

Parenting anxieties were not limited to night-time. 
Monitoring kids’ play to minimise noise made parents 
feel like the “fun police”.

“I always feel like I am constantly telling them ‘not 
in here, not in there, don’t do that’ … I’m constantly 
worried that we are annoying the neighbours. Be-
cause they are kids, they are loud. They don’t have a 
volume button.”

Parents attempted many strategies for managing 
noise. These included putting down carpet and foam 
mats, restricting some activities to rooms without ad-
joining walls or to “sociable” hours, closing windows and 
covering air vents. The expectation that their children’s 
sounds do not belong in apartments weighed heavily.

“When he [the neighbour] ϐirst started complain-
ing, Harry [son] was crawling. Imagine trying to teach 
a crawler that they are not allowed to crawl through 
the house … You know, he [the neighbour] wanted the 
impossible and got angry with us when we couldn’t 
deliver that for him, with no kind of seeming effort to 
understand where we were coming from …”

This family’s neighbour had written notes, aggres-
sively banged on their walls and threateningly con-
fronted the parents over their children’s noise. The 
mother described feeling vulnerable and at a loss:

“I feel like we have entered this entirely new area of 
discrimination that I had no idea existed before, but is 
actually quite prevalent among our peers. It is common 

among the mothers in my mothers’ group … People just 
don’t like children and they don’t like children’s noise 
… And you know parenting is hard … So to have the ‘Oh 
my God I am pissing loads of people off’ in the back of 
your mind as well … is really uncomfortable.”

While not all families reported such negative ex-
periences, almost all felt anxious about noise and had 
stories of friends who had experienced problems.

The sounds made by children were always front of 
mind. Aware of their neighbours’ surveillance and (at times 
overt) moral judgments, they changed their domestic rou-
tines and modiϐied their homes as much as possible.
PEOPLE NEED APARTMENTS MADE FOR FAMILIES
Broader changes are needed. Families living with chil-
dren in apartments challenge norms that delineate 
the home as a place of quietude; that deϐine “good 
neighbours” as tranquil ones; and that position chil-
dren as belonging elsewhere (detached houses). And 
they come up against such norms in dwellings that 
hamper their best efforts to regulate sound.

Families living in apartments actively pursue 
strategies for making everyday life “work”. But there 
is only so much that individuals can change. The wid-
er problem of apartments’ poor acoustic design and 
performance persists. Both cultural and technical 
norms must shift if the policy paradigm of urban con-
solidation is to have any hope of meeting the needs of 
a diverse population.

[the writer is PhD Candidate in Human 
Geography, University of Wollongong]

With apartment living on the rise, how do families
and their noisy children it in?

NADER HABIBI
theconversation.com

A series of urban uprisings in Iran 
that began on Dec. 28 in its sec-

ond-largest city shocked the coun-
try’s Islamic regime, as well as much 
of the world.

Although the Mashhad protests 
were spearheaded by conservative 
opponents of President Hassan Rou-
hani to discredit his economic pol-
icies, the organizers lost control of 
the crowd. Protesters angrily chant-
ed slogans – such as “Leave Syria 
alone, think about us” and “Death to 
Hezbollah” – that were aimed at not 
only Rouhani but the entire Islamic 
regime.

In the days that followed, protests 
spread to 80 cities, leading to at least 
22 deaths and over 1,000 arrests. On 
Jan. 8, Rouhani, who won a second 
term last May, said they signaled Ira-
nians want not only a stronger econ-
omy but also more freedom.

While the government says it now 
has the situation under control, that 
doesn’t eliminate the signiϐicance of 
the largest protests since 2009, when 
millions came out to oppose the 
outcome of that year’s presidential 
election. The government forcefully 
suppressed that uprising, and two 
candidates who disputed the results 
remain under house arrest.

Why have so many Iranians again 
taken to the streets and will these 
protests have a larger impact than 
those eight years ago? As a close ob-
server of Iran, I believe there are sev-
eral important differences between 
the protests today and in 2009 that 
can help us answer both questions.

WHAT’S BEHIND THE UPRISING
Not surprisingly, the conservative fac-
tion of the Islamic regime was quick 
to blame Iran’s adversaries, namely 
the U.S., Israel and Saudi Arabia. In 
contrast, reformists say that the pro-
tests are about economic grievances 
such as unemployment, inequality 
and corruption.

They do have a point. While the 
overall economy is growing again, 
and many indicators have turned 
positive in the past two years, the 
gains haven’t been shared by all Ira-
nians.

The economy grew 13.4 percent 
in 2016 after oil and ϐinancial sanc-
tions were lifted as part of the nucle-
ar agreement with the West, which 
increased the country’s oil and gas 
production.

The non-oil sector, however, ex-
panded just 3.3 percent – a clear sign 
the economy’s recovery has been 
slow in visibly improving people’s liv-
ing standards. Real incomes of many 
segments of the economy remain 
weak, and the housing and construc-
tion sector remains in recession.

Unemployment is still high, at 12 
percent, particularly among young 
university graduates. But it is much 

higher in small towns and peripheral 
regions of the country, where many of 
the protests occurred, driven by con-
cerns over inequality and poverty.

Under Iran’s Constitution the su-
preme leader has broad powers, and 
even Rouhani has a limited ability 
to inϐluence key policies, including 
those concerning the economy. Some 
key policies are entirely off limits, 
such as Iran’s involvement in Syria, 
Iraq and Lebanon. These campaigns, 
which are costing Iran billions of dol-
lars every year, seem to be driving at 
least some of the protesters’ anger.

KEY DIFFERENCES
There are three key differences be-
tween today’s uprisings and those in 
2009.

In 2009, the demands were politi-
cal. The reformist faction of the ruling 
regime, which disputed the results 
of the presidential election, was the 
main actor in the protests. Current 
protests do not have a visible political 
leader and appear to be directed at 
the entire regime, including reform-
ists. This is best demonstrated by one 
of the slogans frequently chanted by 
protesters, which roughly translates 
as, “It is over for all of you.”

Another difference is that the 
2009 protests were centered around 
the capital Tehran and other major 
cities. While the recent demonstra-
tions involve fewer actual protesters, 
they are spread over a much larger 
area of the country, including many 
small cities that suffer from underde-
velopment and low incomes.

These primarily young protest-
ers, including unemployed university 
graduates and low-income workers, 
are also outraged by the frequent re-
ports of corruption and unfair accu-
mulation of wealth among some gov-
ernment ofϐicials. Competing factions 
of the ruling elite have frequently 
exposed each others’ corruption, rev-
elations that have alienated the mar-
ginalized segments of the population 

that are struggling with poverty and 
unemployment. Economic issues are 
far more important today than they 
were for the primarily middle-class 
protesters of 2009.

Finally, the U.S. response to the 
current uprisings has also been 
markedly different.

The Obama administration react-
ed with caution to the 2009 uprisings 
and refrained from openly cheering 
on the protesters, motivated by a fear 
that overt support would provoke a 
harsher crackdown.

In contrast, President Donald 
Trump and his State Department 
have actively supported the protest-
ers, and the U.S. is trying to mobilize 
an international condemnation of the 
Iranian government’s response. This 
initiative, however, faces strong re-
sistance from China and Russia in the 
United Nations.

Concern about a stronger reac-
tion from the Trump administration 
might explain the cautious and mea-
sured approach of Iran’s security 
forces in confronting the current pro-
testers. The response was more vio-
lent and brutal in 2009.

WHAT MIGHT CHANGE
The protestors’ focus on economic 
rather than political issues enables 
some moderate members of the re-
gime to meaningfully address their 
grievances rather than being forced 
to keep silent or issue outright con-
demnations, as they did in 2009.

While condemning the acts of vi-
olence by some protesters, many of 
Iran’s political leaders, including Su-
preme Leader Ali Khamenei, have ex-
pressed sympathy for their economic 
concerns.

They have also led to some chang-
es in ϐiscal budget and economic re-
form priorities. Planned increases in 
prices of fuel and bread, for example, 
have been suspended.

While it’s encouraging that the 
government is reacting to protester 

concerns at all, stalling important 
economic reforms is not the right 
way to do it. These steps will surely 
be welcomed by lower-income Irani-
ans, ensuring they’re politically pop-
ular, yet they may lead to more hard-
ship down the road by worsening the 
budget deϐicit and potentially fueling 
inϐlation.

Instead of keeping prices of essen-
tial items artiϐicially low, which leads 
to considerable waste and inefϐicien-
cy in the economy, it would be more 
effective to offer targeted subsidies 
to the poor while doing more to ϐight 
corruption and political nepotism, a 
primary cause of rising income and 
wealth disparities in Iran.

WHAT WON’T
Will the recent unrest serve as a 
wake-up call for the political elite that 
more needs to be done?

Unfortunately, an inefϐicient pop-
ulist response is probably as far as 
the country’s supreme leader will 
be willing to go – at least for now. 
Protesters’ more political demands, 
such as tackling corruption, limiting 
Khamenei’s powers or reducing Iran’s 
role in regional conϐlicts, are unlikely 
to be addressed anytime soon.

Iran’s political system carefully 
screens candidates for public ofϐice 
and thus remains closed to ordinary 
citizens, leaving Iranians with few op-
tions for inϐluencing government pol-
icy besides the streets. And neither 
political faction, reformist or conser-
vative, has yet offered any practical 
solution for how to change that.

For most Iranians, however, 
corruption, poverty and econom-
ic inequality can not be addressed 
without serious reforms. And that 
suggests that while the most recent 
uprising may be winding down, sim-
ilar uprisings are likely in the future.

[the writer is Henry J. Leir 
Professor of Practice in Eco-

nomics of the Middle East, 
Brandeis University]

Why Iran’s protests
matter this time
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GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
ROADS AND BRIDGES DEPARTMENT

SORENG, WEST SIKKIM
N.I.T No: GOS/136/WD-II/R&B/355/Soreng                  Dated: 08/01/2018

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
For and on behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, Divisional Engineer [Soreng], Roads and Bridges Department invites sealed tenders under 

single bid system from the eligible contractors of Class IV Grade enlisted with Sikkim Public Works Department vide Notifi cation No. 373/R&B/
Secy. Dated: 1/5/2017, through competitive bidding within the territorial jurisdiction of Gram Panchayat / Urban Local Bodies where the work 
is to be executed. The works are listed as under:-

Sl. 
No.

Name of Work Cost of work put to 
tender [in Rs]

Earnest Money [in 
Rs]

Cost of tender doc-
uments [in Rs]

Completion 
time

1 Upgradation and Carpeting of Anden 
Gumpa Tareybhir road in West Sikkim 
km [0.00 to 0.800]

92,00,217.00 2,30,005.00 15000.00 18 months

2 Upgradation and Carpeting of Anden 
Gumpa Tareybhir road in West Sikkim 
km [0.800 to 1.600]

89,43,653.00 2,23,591.00 15000.00 18 months

3 Upgradation and Carpeting of Anden 
Gumpa Tareybhir road in West Sikkim 
km [2.400 to 3.200]

83,32,494.00 2,08,312.00 15000.00 18 months

4 Upgradation and Carpeting of Anden 
Gumpa Tareybhir road in West Sikkim 
km [3.200 to 4.00]

84,62,933.00 2,11,573.00 15000.00 18 months

5 Upgradation and Carpeting of Anden 
Gumpa Tareybhir road in West Sikkim 
km [4.00 to 4.800]

81,06,612.00 2,02,665.00 15000.00 18 months

6 Upgradation and Carpeting of Anden 
Gumpa Tareybhir road in West Sikkim 
km [4.800 to 5.600]

72,66,473.00 1,81,662.00 15000.00 18 months

7 Upgradation and Carpeting of Anden 
Gumpa Tareybhir road in West Sikkim 
km [5.600 to 6.200]

57,47,400.00 1,43,685.00 15000.00 18 months

TIME SCHEDULE:-
1. Date of submission of application with bank Receipt for issue of Tender
 Documents [excluding Tender Form]:     30th Jan. 2018 [From 10.00 am to 4.00 pm]
2. Date of issue of Tender Form on submission of TDR (as Earnest Money): 31st Jan. 2018 [From 10.00 am to 4.00 pm]
3. Last Date and Time of submission of Tender:   2nd Feb. 2018 [From 10.00 am to 12.00 noon]
4. Date and Time of Opening of Bid:     2nd Feb 2018 [At 1.30 pm]
CONDITIONS OF CONTRACT:
1.  Tender is open only to the eligible Contractors/Firms of appropriate Class/Area.
2. The intending tenders/contractors should apply in writing for issue of tender documents. The application would invariably be signed by the 

contractor himself/herself. The tender document will not be issued to any person other than the INTENDING TENDER. The application 
shall be submitted initially for each work listed above with all required documents.

3. The applicants should enclose attested copies of the [c] Validated/Updated Contractor Enlistment Certifi cate, along with the application. It is 
mandatory to produce the Original Validated/ Updated Enlistment Certifi cate during sale/issue of the Tender Document for verifi cation.

4. The prescribed Non-Transferable Tender Documents [excluding the Tender Form] can be obtained during the period specifi ed in [As above 
from the offi  ce of the Divisional Engineer, Road and Bridges Department, Soreng Sub-Division, on production of requisite Bank receipt of 
the state of Sikkim towards the cost of Tender Documents [non-refundable] under the receipt Head “0059-80-800” cost of Tender Form 
[Roads & Bridges].

5.  Earnest Money deposit @ 2.5% in State Bank of Sikkim shall be in the form of Deposit Receipt of Schedule Bank which includes deposits 
in the form of temporary deposit receipts [TDR] in favour of the Sr. Accounts Offi  cer, Roads & Bridges, Gyalshing, West Sikkim. Tender 
form shall be issued only on production of the toward deposit receipt of 2.5% earnest money.

6. The Tender Documents, including the Tender Form with quoted off er should be placed in a sealed cover with the name of the tenderers and the 
name of the work superscripted on it, supporting documents listed at Sl. No.3 along with the other relevant documents be enclosed with the off er.

7. Sealed tenders may be deposited in the Tender box in the offi  ce of the Divisional Engineer, Roads and Bridges Department, Soreng Division, 
on the date and within the time indicated above.

8. Tenders will be opened by a Tender Opening Committee as prescribed by the Government in the presence of the tenderness on the date 
and time indicated above.

9. The Tenderer should sign on every page of the tender documents as Acceptance of the general Direction and Conditions of the Contract and other 
laid down norms. The rate quoted should be both in fi gures and words and should be inclusive of all other applicable Taxes and Levies. Over 
writing and correction should be avoided and if made should be authenticated. Incomplete/Conditional tenders shall be rejected forthwith.

10.  In case of any discrepancy in rate[s] printed in the Schedule of Rates and Quantities issued with the tender documents, rates as per ap-
proved Schedule of Rates will be taken as correct. For items outside the SOR, the rates shall be as per the technically checked estimate/
analysis. Decision of the Principal Chief Engineer cum Secretary/ Head of the Department will be fi nal in this regard.

11. The work value, scope and quantum of work are subject to change, the contractor shall execute the work as per the directives of the De-
partment. No claim on this account shall be entertained whatsoever. If any claim is made, it shall be as per the agreement rates.

12. The Department reserves the rights to withhold payments to the contractor unless test certifi cates are not produced by the contractor when 
called upon to do so.

13. Avoidable damages due to negligence of the contractor shall be at his own risk and cost. The Department shall not be liable for payment 
of such damages [if any], including accidents to labours at site.

14. The off er shall remain valid for a period of 90 days. The work should commence within 15 days from the issue of work order.
15. All the conditions as mentioned in the NIT shall be deemed a part of the agreement to be entered with the contractor. Security deposit shall 

be collected by deductions from the running bills of the contractors @ 5% of the value of work done.
16. The defect liability period for the pavement work shall be period of 5 [fi ve] years with shall not covered damages due to natural calamities, 

formation sinking, landslides etc.
17. The payment of for the work executed shall be done only after obtaining sanction from NABARD and no claim, whatsoever, shall be enter-

tained before the sanction.
18. The Department reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders without assigning any reason thereof.
19. The contractors are also required to submit PAN NO. as per provision  Indian Income Tax Act, wherever applicable.
20. The recoveries of all applicable Taxes and Royalties on Forest produces shall be as per rates notify by the Government from time to time 

and applicable on the date of payment. In no case, claim of any contractor for deduction as per rates incorporated in analysis of rates or 
Schedule of Rates on the date of tender shall be acceptable.

21. In case of carriage of non-stock materials, if this materials are available at site or are actually transported for less of distance then indicated in the 
Schedule, the department shall pay the carriage as per actual proof of carriage supported by permits issued by Forest Department Wildlife Manage-
ment Department indicating the quarries which is required to be submitted by contractor with bill, nor exceeding the rates incorporated in case in this 
schedules. The contractors are required to submit necessary documents to fulfi l the claim of payment for carriage of non-stock materials.

22. Subletting of contract work is against the norms and if it comes to the notice, the original contract shall be cancelled and appropriate action 
shall be initiated as per the rules.

23. The Department also reserves the right to increase, decrease, alter or modify the item of works as indicated in the NIT without assigning 
any reason thereof.

24. In case the man powers employed by the contractors are from outside the State or neighbouring countries, it shall be the responsibility of 
the contractors to get them registered with the labour department, Government of Sikkim as per the relevant Labour Laws.

25. Use of explosives shall be regulated as under:-
 a. Transportation, Handling, Storage and use of Explosive [if necessary] shall be in accordance with the provisions of the India Explosive 

Act and General Guidelines, Circulars issued by the department and other competent authorities in the subject from time to time.
 b). The rules and regulations issued by the Sikkim Public Works Department or any other competent authority shall strictly be adhered to 

with regard to transportation, storage, handling and use of explosives shall be maintained by the contractor.
26. The contractor shall also make arrangements to have photographs of the works taken at least at three stages of the construction period. 

i.e. beginning, middle and completion stage.
27. Quarrying of stones shall be allowed only from designated approved quarries. Where work of Water bound Macadam is involved, binding mate-

rials shall strictly be in accordance with the specifi cations, both in quality and quantity. Works such as compaction, consolidation and stabilization 
etc., will be required to be done on trail stretches to ensure that materials, procedure and equipment are producing the desired result.

28.  Damage to properties in and around the work site must be avoided at all cost. The contractor shall be held responsible for any acts of 
negligence and shall be made to make good the damages.

29. Expenditure involved for material testing, cube strength of concrete, crushing strength of road metals etc., at site or in laboratories shall be 
borne by the contractor. The contractor shall make necessary arrangements accordingly as and when instructed to do so.

30. It is accepted to the tenderer to have inspected the site before submitting his/her bid. There may be possible site diffi  culties for which the 
tenderer should have their own correct assessment before submitting the bid.

31. The contractor will have to pay all taxes and duties as applicable and notify by the State/Central Government and no claim shall be enter-
tained in this regard whatsoever.

32. The cost of stock materials and bridges parts supplied from the Department store will be deducted from the contractors’ bills as per rules.
33. The bidders shall produce a Certifi cate of Residence from the concerned Gram Panchayat Unit where the work is executed.

Sd/-
DIVISIONAL ENGINEER-I

ROADS & BRIDGES DEPARTMENT
R.O. No: 496/IPR/PUB/Classi/17-18 Date: 09/01/2018  SORENG DIVISION, WEST SIKKIM

A , J  11 (PTI): 
‘Missionary Day’, anni-
versary of the arrival 
of two Welsh Christian 
missionaries was today 
observed and celebrat-
ed across the Chris-
tian-dominated north 
eastern state of Mizoram.

Government ofϐices 
and educational insti-
tutions remained close 
for the day as the state 

government declared the 
day as a public holiday.

The local churches 
of the Baptist Church of 
Mizoram held prayer and 
worship services and 
also organised communi-
ty feasts.

Rev J H Lorrain and 
Rev F W Savidge, fondly 
called by the Mizos as 
Pu Buanga and Sapupa 
respectively, arrived in 

the then Lushai country 
(Mizoram) by boat 
from Assam on January 
11, 1894 and spread 
Christianity.

The Welsh mission-
aries were responsible 
for the establishment of 
the Presbyterian Church 
in northern part of 
Mizoram and the Baptist 
Church in the southern 
part of the state.

Inde inite 
curfew 
continues in 
Dhula area 
of Assam
D /G , J  
11 (PTI): The indeϐi-
nite curfew which was 
clamped in Dhula police 
station area of Assam’s 
Darrang district yester-
day was in force today, 
ofϐicials said.

The curfew continued 
today though National 
Highway 15 was kept out 
of the order for move-
ment of trafϐic and there 
was no report of any un-
toward incident, the ofϐi-
cials said.

Ranjit Hazarika, Of-
ϐicer-in-Charge of Dhula 
Police Station, where the 
person allegedly died in 
police custody, was ar-
rested yesterday. He was 
today produced before a 
local court in Mongoldoi 
which remanded him to 
14-days judicial custody.

On the instructions of 
Chief Minister Sarbanan-
da Sonowal, PWD Minister 
Parimal Shuklabaidhya 
has rushed to Dhula to 
take stock of the situation.

The curfew was 
clamped yesterday after a 
man died as police opened 
ϐire to control a mob, 
which attacked Dhula po-
lice station alleging death 
of a person due to torture 
in police custody.

Assam Chief Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal had 
yesterday ordered an en-
quiry by Additional Chief 
Secretary MGVK Bhanu 
into the incident of police 
ϐiring and submit report 
to the government at the 
earliest.

Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Assam Assem-
bly Debabrata Saikia has 
termed the ofϐicial enqui-
ry ordered by the gov-
ernment as “inadequate” 
and demanded a judicial 
enquiry.

‘Missionary Day’ celebrated in Mizoram

SHIRISH B PRADHAN
K , J  11 
(PTI): Nepal will receive 
internet bandwidth from 
China from tomorrow, 
ending the Himalayn na-
tion’s sole dependence 
on India for connecting 
to the cyber space.

State-owned telecom 
company Nepal Telecom 
(NT) said that all the 
groundwork has been 
completed to formally 
connect Nepal with Chi-
nese bandwidth from 
January 12.

“The process of ac-
quiring internet band-
width from China has 
been completed. The 
commercial operation 
of the Nepal- China op-
tical ϐibre link will begin 
from Friday, said Prativa 
Baidhya, spokesperson 
for NT.

However, NT did not 
disclose the actual vol-
ume of Chinese internet 
bandwidth that Nepal 
will receive.

The details will be 
made public after a for-
mal inauguration tomor-
row, she added.

In December 2016, 
NT had reached an agree-
ment with China Telecom 
to acquire internet band-
width. NT had begun the 
test transmission of the 
project from the ϐirst 
week of September last 
year.

With successful test 
transmission, Nepal will 
now be commercially 
connected with Chinese 
bandwidth, according to 
the ofϐicial.

Chinese internet will 
be supplied via Rasu-
wagadhi gateway, ac-
cording to sources at NT.

As the use of Internet 
has been increasing rap-
idly in the country, Chi-
nese internet bandwidth 
is taken as an alterna-
tive source for Nepal to 
meet the ever-increasing 
bandwidth demand, she 
said.

The commercial op-
eration of the Chinese 
bandwidth project will 
end Nepal s sole depen-
dence on India for inter-
net bandwidth.

Nepal is current-

ly linked to the global 
internet connectivity 
through Indian telecom 
operators via different 
optical ϐibre connections 
in Biratnagar, Bhairaha-
wa and Birgunj, among 
others, the Himalayn 
Times reported.

Besides ending the 
monopoly of bandwidth 
supply, the Chinese In-
ternet gateway is also 
expected to facilitate ser-
vice providers in Nepal 
to establish bandwidth 
connection with other 
countries via China.

Though NT is pur-
chasing limited volume 
of Internet from China in 
the ϐirst phase, the com-
pany will increase the 
volume of Chinese inter-
net gradually in the com-
ing days.

Nepal to use Chinese internet 
bandwidth from tomorrow

K , J  11 (PTI): 
The Calcutta University 
today conferred an hon-
orary D Litt on West Ben-
gal Chief Minister Mama-
ta Banerjee in recognition 
of her social service, amid 
a public interest litigation 
in the high court challeng-
ing the varsity’s decision.

The hearing on the 
PIL remained inconclu-
sive today and the plea 
would be taken up by the 
court tomorrow.

“The Calcutta Univer-
sity is conferring D Litt 
on Banerjee, an alum-
nus of the university, in 
recognition of her social 
service,” Vice-Chancellor 
Sonali Chakraborty Ba-
nerjee said.

In an obvious refer-
ence to the PIL ϐiled in 
the Calcutta High Court, 

she said, in her convoca-
tion address, “I had faced 
disrespect from some 
quarters since my early 
days and was wondering 
whether I should be at-
tending the convocation.”

The 63-year-old chief 
minister said, “I would 
have made a mistake had 
I not attended this func-
tion at Nazrul Manch. I 
feel humbled to be hon-
oured by an institution 
such as the Calcutta Uni-
versity, which has gifted 

many luminaries to Ben-
gal and the country over 
the years.”

She said, “I was per-
suaded by Higher Edu-
cation Minister Partha 
Chatterjee and the uni-
versity authorities. You 
have honoured me and I 
feel deeply humbled.”

Banerjee said, “I can 
assure you that I will keep 
this honour on a high ped-
estal till my last days...I 
will never use this D Litt 
for professional reasons.”

In his speech, state 
Governor and university 
Chancellor K N Tripathi, 
who conferred the D Litt 
on Banerjee, said, “The uni-
versity is honouring per-
sonalities for their contri-
butions in various ϐields.”

Petitioner Ranjugopal 
Mukherjee, a former pro-

fessor of the university, 
has claimed that the de-
cision to confer the award 
on the chief minister was 
arbitrary and opaque.

His counsel, Bikas 
Bhattacharya had yester-
day submitted that the 
issues relating to the uni-
versity and education it-
self were of public interest 
and as such the petition 
was justiϐied to be a PIL.

State Advocate Gen-
eral Kishore Dutta had 
told a division bench 
comprising Acting Chief 
Justice J Bhattacharya 
and Justice Arijit Baner-
jee that the decision to 
confer the honorary de-
gree was taken by the 
syndicate and senate of 
the university and there 
was no sufferance of 
public interest.

Calcutta University confers D Litt on Mamata
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ZAFRI MUDASSER NOFIL
N  D , J  11 (PTI): For 
publishers in India, 2017 was a 
great year an amazing range of 
books, new imprints, rewards 
and recognitions and prized 
acquisitions.

The year saw numerous auto-
biographies and biographies, and 
books related to business, com-
mercial and mass market ϐiction, 
besides literary ϐiction, sports, self 
help, chik-lit and culinary works. 
There were a number of works by 
new and little-known authors too.

Penguin celebrated its 30th 
anniversary in India and Harper-
Collins India its 25th year. Blooms-
bury India marked ϐive years of 
its launch and the quarterly The 
Equator Line magazine completed 
ϐive years.

“We had a great year at Harper-
Collins. It was our 25th anniversa-
ry year and was really special. We 
celebrated the occasion with new-
ly designed special editions of our 

25 most iconic titles, launched an 
imprint for business books Harper 
Business,” says HarperCollins In-
dia CEO Ananth Padmanabhan.

“We also launched a brand new 
children’s publishing program in 
November and a range of edu-
cational toys called FLAP (Fun a 
Learning and Play), the ϐirst by any 
publisher in India,” he told PTI.

“We also won many awards; 
the best business book for Y V 
Reddy’s ‘Advice and Dissent’, one 
of the ϐirst books in the new list, 
Anuk Ardupragasam’s ‘The Story 
of A Brief Marriage’ won both the 
Shakti Bhatt Prize and the DSC 
South Asia Prize.

Our books were on every short-
list in 2017. In short it has been a 
spectacular and rewarding year of 
books and awards,” he adds.

“At Palimpsest, we look back 
on 2017 with satisfaction partic-
ularly for three books we put on 
our list: Sophie Judah’s ‘Victory 
Tea Estate’, Balraj Khanna’s iconic 

Partition narrative ‘Line of Blood’, 
and ‘Demonetization in the De-
tail’, a collection of essays edited 
by veteran journalist H K Dua,” 
says Bhaskar Roy, CEO of Palimp-
sest Publishers.

Hemali Sodhi, senior vice pres-
ident (marketing) and publisher 
(children s) at Penguin Random 
House India, terms 2017 as an ex-
traordinary year.

“We celebrated Penguin’s 30th 
anniversary in India. To mark the 
occasion, we published special 
collector’s edi-
tions across both 
the adult and 
children’s divi-
sions. Beautifully 
designed, the 30 
books in the adult 
list and 10 books 
in the children’s 
list featured some 
of our most be-
loved and pop-
ular titles pub-

lished over the last 30 years. We 
also celebrated the 30th anniver-
sary through the year with some 
very innovative and fun initiatives 
and campaigns,” she says.

“It was also a wonderful year 
for our local publishing program 
- our range of books and authors 
consistently won awards, garnered 
acclaim and hit the bestseller 
charts. We were awarded the pub-
lisher of the year at the Tata Lit-
erature Live, and also won all the 
industry awards for book produc-

tion,” she adds.
According to 

Bloomsbury Pub-
lishing India Vice 
President (Sales 
& Marketing) 
Yogesh Sharma, 
2017 was the best 
since Bloomsbury 
was launched ϐive 
years ago in India.

“Our local 
publishing ex-

panded signiϐicantly on the back 
of critically acclaimed books such 
as ‘The Epic City: The World on 
the Streets of Calcutta’ by Kusha-
nava Choudhury, The Windfall’ 
by Diksha Basu, ‘Who Me, Poor?: 
How India’s Youth are Living in 
Urban Poverty to Make it Big’ by 
Gayatri Jayaraman, and ‘Purvey-
ors of Destiny: A Cultural Biog-
raphy of the Indian Railways’ by 
Arup K Chatterjee, among others,” 
he says.

“Both our trade and academic 
businesses including the digital 
collections grew as we strength-
ened our presence in sales and 
marketing. We grew by a record 32 
per cent outstripping the industry 
average by far,” Sharma says.

According to Oxford Universi-
ty Press-India Managing Director 
Sivaramakrishnan V, the focus of 
OUP in 2017 was achieving learn-
ing outcomes, technology adopted 
quickly and content rewritten and 
redesigned to adapt to a variety of 

emerging media.
“Virtual and Augmented Re-

ality was probably the most talk-
ed about trend of 2017. AR/VR 
technologies help learners expe-
rience and interact with digital 
learning objects to support their 
learning. Educators, who earlier 
had print or digital images/an-
imations for teaching support, 
now can leverage these high-fi-
delity educational experiences 
to achieve better learning out-
comes,” he says.

Among the highlights of Pan 
Macmillan India’s publishing list 
in 2017 were the 10th anniversa-
ry edition of Ramachandra Guha’s 
“India After Gandhi”; “Awaken”, the 
ϐirst book of Ashok Banker’s Shakti 
trilogy; “The Demon of Cawnpore” 
by Jules Verne; “The Party Worker” 
by Omar Shahid Hamid; Chhimi 
Tenduf-La’s “Loyal Stalkers”; “Mrs 
C Remembers” by Himanjali San-
kar; and “Boy of Fire and Earth” by 
Sami Shah.

2017 was a great year say publishers

P , J  11 (AFP): Neymar 
scored a second-half penalty 
as four-time defending cham-
pions Paris Saint-Germain 
toiled before overcoming 
10-man Amiens 2-0 to reach 
the semi-ϐinals of the French 
League Cup on Wednesday.

PSG were again without 
leading scorer Edinson Ca-
vani, who also missed Sun-
day’s French Cup rout of 
Rennes after returning late 
from his Christmas and New 
Year break in Uruguay.

Amiens’ hopes of spring-
ing an upset were heavily 
undermined by the dismissal 
of goalkeeper Regis Gurtner 
on 34 minutes for a foul on 
Kylian Mbappe after charging 
out of his area.

And Neymar eventually 
made the visitors’ numerical 
advantage count by winning 
and converting a spot-kick 
eight minutes into the second 
half at the Stade de la Licorne.

Mbappe, earlier denied 
by a ϐingertip save from Jean- 
Christophe Bouet, was then 
thwarted by a combination of 
the substitute keeper and the 
crossbar before ϐiring another 

effort narrowly wide.
Marquinhos also struck 

the woodwork after connect-
ing with a cross from Giovani 

Lo Celso, but Adrien Rabiot 
wrapped up a remarkable 
35th consecutive win in do-
mestic cup ties for PSG with a 

glancing header from an Angel 
Di Maria corner on 78 minutes.

The goal was given follow-
ing consultation with the vid-

eo assistant referee (VAR) -- 
being used for the rest of the 
competition as a test ahead of 
its expected arrival in Ligue 1 

next season -- after goal-line 
technology failed to award it.

“Our team worked hard 
but we didn’t shine like on 
Sunday, but we also didn’t con-
cede chances. It was easier to 
win because we played with 
an extra man,” said PSG coach 
Unai Emery. PSG will travel to 
Rennes, who they thrashed 
6-1 in the last 64 of the French 
Cup, in the semi-ϐinals at the 
end of the month, with Mona-
co set to host Montpellier in 
the other last-four tie.

“All teams prefer to play at 
home. But we will make an-
other trip to Rennes full of de-
sire to reach the ϐinal and win 
the title,” Emery added.

Isaac Mbenza scored with 
four minutes left as Mont-
pellier snatched a 1-0 win at 
Angers, while Adrien Hunou 
struck twice late on as Rennes 
defeated Toulouse 4-2.

Monaco became the ϐirst 
side to reach the last four of 
the competition on Tuesday 
as goals from Thomas Lemar 
and Adama Diakhaby saw 
Leonardo Jardim’s team over-
come Cote d’Azur rivals Nice 
2-1 at the Allianz Riviera.

Neymar strikes as PSG reach League Cup semis

REBYNA RANA
G , 11 J : 

Sikkim Boys has 
reached the ϐinal of 

Late Chandan Singh 
Rawat Veterans Invita-
tional Challenge Football 

Tournament 2018 being 
played at North Point 
School in Darjeeling. The 
tournament organised by 
United Veterans Darjeel-
ing Town had kicked off 
on 04 Jan. 

In the semi-ϐinal 
match today, Sikkim Boys 
defeated Sikkim Soreng 
team 2-1. Tseten Bhut-
ia scored the equalizing 
goal in the ϐirst half. Milan 
Lepcha scored the win-

ning goal in the second 
half through a penalty.

Milan Lepcha was de-
clared ‘Man of the Match’. 
Sikkim Boys will now play 
against Darjeeling Veter-
ans in the ϐinal on 13 Jan.

Sikkim Boys in fi nals of Late Chandan Singh
Rawat Veterans Football Tourney

M , J  11 (AFP): 
Real Madrid coach Zine-
dine Zidane on Wednes-
day conϐirmed that he 
has signed a contract ex-
tension which will keep 
him at the European 
champions until 2020.

“It’s signed,” said the 
French star after his side 
drew 2-2 with Numancia 
to progress to the quar-
ter-ϐinals of the Copa del 
Rey 5-2 on aggregate.

After a dream start 
at Real, with eight tro-
phies out of a possible 
10, Zidane has endured 
a tough season with his 
side 16 points behind 
Barcelona in the La Liga 
title race.

And the 45-year-old 
cautioned: “I’m enjoying 
what I do every day, be-
cause that’s the way it is. 
I can’t imagine myself as a 
coach in two, three years, 
because things are not 
like that. I know how it 
goes, nothing more, even 
with this contract it does 
not change anything.”

On Wednesday, Real 
ϐielded an almost un-
recognisable team and 
struggled into the Copa 
del Rey last-eight.

Zidane could afford to 
rest his superstars with 
one eye on La Liga and 
the Champions League 
last 16 with a clash 
against Paris Saint-Ger-
main next month.

However, they were 

far from convincing at 
the Bernabeu.

Lucas Vazquez scored 
both of Real’s goals 
after the 11th and 59th 
minutes.

But on both occa-
sions, their modest visi-
tors fought back thanks 
to a brace from Guiller-
mo on the stroke of half-
time and then after 82 
minutes.

Numancia ended the 
game with 10 men after 
captain Dani Calvo was 
red-carded in the dying 
moments.

Leganes, a modest 
club from the Madrid 
suburbs, reached the 
quarter-ϐinals of the Copa 
del Rey for the ϐirst time 
in their 89-year existence.

Despite losing 2-1 at 
Villarreal, who are cur-
rently sixth in La Liga, 
Leganes progressed on 
away goals having won 
the ϐirst leg 1-0. Moroc-
can international Nabil 
El Zhar scored the crucial 
away goal for mid-table 
Leganes on the half-hour 

mark.
In the night’s oth-

er early second leg tie, 
last season’s runners-up 
Alaves downed third di-
vision Formentera 2-0 
for a 5-1 aggregate win.

On Thursday, three-
time defending champi-
ons Barcelona host Celta 
Vigo with the two sides 
locked at 1-1.

Barca coach Ernesto 
Valverde insisted that 
despite the high-pro-
ϐile capture of Philippe 
Coutinho, who can’t play 
for around three weeks 
due to a thigh injury, his 
team’s character will not 
change with the Brazil-
ian’s arrival.

“The Barca model will 
stay the same,” he said 
Wednesday.

“The club always has 
the chance to go into the 
market to buy the great 
players. But at the same 
time, Barca will continue 
to nurture young players 
at the training centre to 
maintain the style and 
identity.

Zinedine  Zidane pens new Real
Madrid deal until 2020

Indian-
American 
announces 
plans to run for 
US Congress
W , J  11 (PTI): An 
Indian-American investment 
banker has announced his plan 

to run for the US House of Rep-
resentatives from a Congressio-
nal seat in Connecticut.

Harry Arora, 48, seeks to oust 
Democratic incumbent Jim Himes, 
who has represented the 4th Con-
gressional District since January 
2009. Arora wants to have a Re-
publican voice in the so called 
‘Samosa Caucus’ -- the informal 
group of Indian-Americans in the 
US House of Representatives.

Currently four Indian-Amer-

icans in the US House of Rep-
resentatives -- Ami Bera, Ro 
Khanna, Raja Krishnamoorthi 
and Pramila Jayapal -- are from 
Democratic party.

Since 2012 Arora, who was 
born in India, has been a partner 
in Northlander Commodity Ad-
visors, a London-based ϐirm that 
specialises in energy trading. In 
2006 he founded his own ener-
gy fund, ARCIM Advisors, after 
more than a decade on Wall 

Street including seven years at 
Enron, where he rose to the rank 
of vice president.

“My understanding 
of economics and policy 
framework will allow me to 
propose thoughtful policies to 
reverse the harm being inϐlicted 
by current policies. After a 
successful business career, I 
want to serve the public cause. 
I consider that my duty,” Arora 
said in a statement.

Iranian 
oil tanker 
partially 
explodes in 
East China Sea

, J  11 (PTI): 
The front section of an 
Iranian oil tanker that 
has been on ϐire for days 
off the east China coast 
has exploded, forcing 
rescue boats searching 
for 31 missing sailors to 
retreat and sparking en-
vironmental concerns.

Thirty-two crew 
members, including 30 
Iranians and two Ban-
gladeshis, went missing 
after the tanker carry-
ing 136,000 tonnes of 
oil condensate from Iran 
to South Korea collided 
with a Hong Kong-regis-
tered bulk freighter and 
caught ϐire on Saturday 
in waters about 160 sea 
miles east of the Yangtze 
River’s estuary.

Since then, the Pan-
ama-registered tanker 
Sanchi has been ablaze 
and drifting in the waters 
between Shanghai and 
southern Japan.

So far, no survivors 
from the tanker have been 
found and only one body 
has been recovered. All 21 
crew members aboard the 
Chinese ship were rescued. 
The front section of the 
tanker exploded yesterday.

“Vessels at the scene 
have to stop putting out 
the ϐire and withdraw 
back to (a safe distance),” 
China’s Ministry of 
Transport said.

“The ϐire extinguishing 
operation did not achieve 
the desired effect,” it said. 
China’s largest patrol ship 
Haixun 01 is ϐighting the 
ϐire after the explosion 
while organising other 
vessels to move away, the 
ministry said.

According to the min-
istry, Japanese sea police 
arrived at the scene an 
hour before the explo-
sion and established con-
tact with Haixun 01.

China’s Ministry of 
Foreign affairs said yes-
terday that 12 vessels 
were searching for the 
missing sailors in the 
tanker’s vicinity before 
the explosion, and efforts 
were continuing to clean 
up any spilled light crude.
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1915 1923 1927 2013 2086 2225 2231 2269 2358 2533 1934 2202 2211 2361 2419 2595 2613 2794 2914 3038 1680 1897 2057 2306 2653 2706 2754 2835 2893 2983
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4243 4247 4288 4366 4371 4383 4399 4583 4698 4883 4477 4491 4493 4497 4523 4574 4755 4793 4927 4931 4877 5046 5119 5146 5153 5167 5438 5488 5602 5655
4970 5103 5137 5214 5576 5653 5767 5906 5930 5950 5168 5178 5257 5327 5368 5475 5754 6254 6324 6347 5972 6057 6073 6096 6124 6308 6332 6334 6384 6484
5974 6012 6099 6414 6501 6550 6734 7178 7431 7556 6357 6447 6464 6497 6585 6717 6817 7133 7257 7332 6540 6643 6788 6812 6842 7110 7484 7514 7623 7648
7720 7767 7908 8237 8268 8277 8300 8323 8392 8582 7443 7533 7581 7667 8224 8403 8559 8607 8703 8830 7747 7833 7852 7879 7928 7942 7970 8262 8365 8418
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 1537 1610 1618 1622 1639 1650 1674 1693 1701 1735  1730 1763 1865 1888 1948 1950 2076 2082 2170 2173
 1770 1780 1782 1788 1790 1793 1865 1874 1883 1885  2182 2187 2195 2218 2265 2269 2415 2481 2489 2495
 1889 1958 1995 2012 2051 2080 2100 2131 2137 2139  2510 2522 2530 2543 2567 2576 2591 2596 2641 2655
 2200 2233 2257 2278 2293 2300 2305 2309 2350 2477  2681 2697 2735 2736 2742 2801 2818 2828 2950 2967
 2492 2497 2504 2558 2608 2628 2635 2663 2681 2692  2978 3000 3006 3034 3044 3111 3145 3166 3216 3249
 2745 2756 2758 2774 2851 2859 2863 2872 2875 2887  3257 3275 3302 3309 3310 3349 3361 3392 3406 3420
 2958 2966 2990 3084 3135 3145 3148 3192 3221 3275  3421 3435 3444 3461 3477 3505 3520 3536 3568 3582
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 3829 3830 3863 3888 3928 3939 4002 4010 4034 4035  4433 4475 4488 4489 4497 4550 4551 4581 4604 4607
 4043 4048 4058 4071 4094 4149 4158 4187 4200 4205  4610 4625 4661 4665 4762 4771 4780 4781 4790 4792
 4212 4241 4304 4311 4316 4317 4339 4347 4351 4353  4831 4870 4918 4928 4962 5005 5077 5101 5102 5105
 4385 4409 4416 4420 4444 4446 4497 4499 4564 4587  5106 5121 5138 5181 5202 5242 5263 5264 5266 5268
 4627 4633 4720 4762 4845 4902 4910 4960 4970 4981  5270 5333 5366 5369 5371 5395 5481 5535 5555 5587
 5006 5032 5049 5103 5162 5185 5193 5215 5261 5263  5617 5631 5633 5634 5674 5711 5730 5736 5749 5752
 5293 5295 5296 5298 5324 5359 5370 5406 5432 5600  5795 5820 5827 5849 5862 5909 5918 5933 5941 5988
 5601 5606 5617 5643 5650 5672 5698 5707 5726 5751
 5757 5798 5803 5826 5849 5868 5995 6003 6015 6022 Issued by :
 6025 6029 6093 6111 6134 6207 6249 6282 6305 6328 The Director, Sikkim State Lotteries,
 6344 6420 6481 6488 6495 6526 6564 6603 6667 6685 Government of Sikkim,Deorali-737102,Sikkim
 6703 6732 6768 6794 6815 6855 6857 6945 6967 6983 Please Visit : www.sikkimlotteries.com
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LALIT K JHA 
W , J  10 (PTI): 
US President Donald Trump 
today said that he is open to 
talks with North Korea but at 
the appropriate time.

Trump said this in a tele-
phonic conversation with the 
South Korean President Moon 
Jae-In during which the latter 
briefed him about his country 
s talks with the North Koreans.

“President Trump expressed 
his openness to holding talks 
between the United States and 
North Korea at the appropriate 
time, under the right circum-
stances,” the White House said 

in a readout of the call.
Brieϐing reporters on his 

phone call, Trump said he had 

a good conversation with the 
South Korean leader.

“I just spoke to President 

Moon. He’s very thankful for 
what we’ve done. They’re hav-
ing talks with North Korea. 
We’ll see how that happens. He 
felt that the original -- that the 
initial talk was extremely good. 
Had a lot of good comment,” he 
said during a Cabinet meeting 
at the White House.

“We had a very, very good 
conversation, and we’ll see 
where it goes. He’s very thank-
ful for what we’ve done. It was 
so reported today that we were 
the ones -- without our atti-
tude, that would have never 
happened. Who knows where 
it leads,” he said.

“Hopefully, it will lead to suc-
cess for the world -- not just for 
our country, but for the world. 
And we’ll be seeing over the next 
number of weeks and months 
what happens,” Trump said.

Moon also briefed Trump 
on his government’s talks with 
a delegation from the North 
which resulted in Pyongyang 
agreeing to send a delegation 
to the Winter Olympics in Py-
eongchang in South Korea next 
month, both sides said.

According to the White 
House, Vice President Mike 
Pence would lead the US dele-
gation to the Winter Olympics.

Trump open to talks with North Korea

Armed robbers have raided the Ritz Hotel in Paris and stolen jewellery thought to be worth millions of pounds. The axe-wielding 
thieves made off with the jewels after smashing glass display cases at the world-famous hotel in the French capital, police said. 

Items worth “several million euros” were taken, a police source added, with robbers appearing to enter the hotel’s Reza Gallery 
through a side entrance. The jewels are believed to be worth €4.7m (£4.16m). Three suspects have been detained and at least two 
others are on the run, the source said.

HARINDER MISHRA 
J , J  11 
(PTI): Not disheartened 
by India’s vote against 
Israel at the UN General 
Assembly on the issue of 
Jerusalem, Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanya-
hu has expressed hope 
that bilateral ties would 
receive a further boost 
during his milestone visit 
to the country.

India in December 
voted in favour of the UN 
General Assembly reso-
lution condemning the 
US for its decision to rec-
ognise Jerusalem as the 
capital of Israel.

Netanyahu, who 
would be leaving for In-
dia on January 14, said: 
“Well I would have pre-
ferred a different vote to 
be frank but I don t think 
it materially changes the 
tremendous ϐlowering of 
relations between India 
and Israel”.

Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi had also vis-
ited the Jewish state in 
July,becoming the ϐirst 
Indian premier to do so. 

“I think everybody 

can see that. Prime Min-
ister Modi’s visit was 
a very important mile-
stone in that. My visit to 
India is the other one,” 
Netanyahu said address-
ing the Government 
Press Ofϐice’s annual 
end-of-year reception for 
the foreign press corps 
yesterday.

When asked about 
the impact of India s re-
cent decision to cancel 
a half a billion dollars 
defence deal related to 
development of spike 
antitank guided missiles, 
the Israeli leader said, 
“I think you are going 
to see an expansion of 
economic and other ties 

regardless of this or that 
deal”.

Pointing towards the 
tremendous strengthen-
ing of ties on all fronts, 
Netanyahu expressed op-
timism saying, “overtime 
I hope I will see a reϐlec-
tion of that more often in 
the voting of India in in-
ternational forums.

“It does not nullify 
the fact that with India, 
with other countries in 
Latin America and Africa 
there is a tremendous in-
crease of relations on all 
fronts,” the Israeli Prime 
Minister noted.

“It just takes lon-
ger on the international 
front,” he stressed.

Netanyahu
hopeful of expanding

ties with India

B , J  11 (PTI): 
China today objected to 
Vietnam’s invitation to 
India to invest in oil and 
natural gas sector in the 
disputed South China 
Sea, saying it is ϐirmly op-
posed to infringement of 
its rights using develop-
ment of bilateral ties as 
an “excuse”.

Vietnam’s Ambas-
sador to India Ton Sinh 
Thanh on Tuesday had 
told an Indian news 
channel that his country 
would welcome Indian 
investments in the South 
China Sea.

Responding to re-
marks, Chinese Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Lu 
Kang said: “China does 
not object to the devel-
opment of normal bilat-
eral relations of relevant 
countries in our neigh-
bourhood”.

“But China ϐirmly 
oppose relevant party 
to use it as an excuse to 
infringe upon China’s le-
gitimate rights and inter-
ests in the South China 
Sea and impair regional 
peace and stability,” Lu 
said.

Ton had also said 
defence cooperation is 
one of the important 

and effective areas of 
cooperation between 
India and Vietnam and 
India can be helpful in 
expanding Vietnam s 
defence capabilities.

China has been op-
posing India’s Oil and 
Natural Gas Corporation 
(ONGC) exploring oil in 
wells claimed by Viet-
nam in the South China 
Sea (SCS) for years. India 
has been asserting that 
the ONGC’s exploration is 
a commercial operation 
and not connected with 
the dispute.

China claims almost 
all of the SCS while Viet-
nam, the Philippines, 
Malaysia, Brunei and 
Taiwan have counter 
claims.

Oil exploration in the 
SCS is a sensitive issue 
in the Vietnam-China re-
lations. There were an-
ti-China riots in Vietnam 
when China tried to de-
ploy oil rigs in an areas 
claimed by Vietnam few 
years ago.

India, which is ramp-
ing up ties with Vietnam, 
calls for freedom of navi-
gation in the SCS through 
which trillions of dollars 
of trade happens every 
year.

China objects to
Vietnam’s call for Indian

investment in SCS

Bill for more 
allotment of 
Green Cards 
introduced 
in US House
W , J  11 
(PTI): A legislation 
backed by the Trump ad-
ministration pushing for 
merit-based immigration 
and increasing the allot-
ment of Green Cards by a 
hefty 45 per cent annual-
ly has been introduced in 
the House of Representa-
tives, a move that could 
beneϐit Indian techies if 
signed into law.

The legislation ‘Se-
curing America’s Future 
Act’ if passed by Congress 
and signed into law by US 
President Donald Trump 
will end the diversity visa 
programme and reduce 
the overall immigration 
levels from currently av-
eraging 1.05 million to 
260,000 a year. It seeks 
to increase the allotment 
of Green Cards by an im-
pressive 45 per cent from 
the current 120,000 to 
175,000 per annum.

I n d i a n - A m e r i c a n 
technology profession-
als, who come to the US 
mainly on H-1B visas and 
opt for Green Cards or le-
gal permanent residence 
status, are expected to 
be a major beneϐiciary of 
the ‘Securing America’s 
Futures Act’.

As per unofϐicial es-
timate, there are nearly 
500,000 Indians waiting 
in the queue for Green 
Cards and have to seek 
annual extensions of 
their H-1B visas. Many 
wait for decades to get 
their Green Cards.

The H-1B programme 
offers temporary US vi-
sas that allow companies 
to hire highly skilled for-
eign professionals work-
ing in areas with shortag-
es of qualiϐied American 
workers.

The increase in the 
number of Green Cards 
per annum is likely to 
reduce their wait period 
drastically.

Having a Green Card, 
ofϐicially known as a Per-
manent Resident Card, 
allows a person to live 
and work permanently in 
the United States.

However, the elimi-
nation of chain migration 
is likely to badly affect 
those Indian Americans 
who are planning to 
bring their other family 
members to the US.

Securing America’s Fu-
ture Act eliminates Green 
Card programmes for rel-
atives, other than spouses 
and minor children.

A merit-based im-
migration system, the 
Trump administration 
feels would admit the 
best and the brightest 
around the world while 
making it harder for peo-
ple to come to the coun-
try illegally.

P , J  11 (AP): 
Malaysia’s government 
said it will pay US com-
pany Ocean Inϐinity up 
to USD 70 million if it 
can ϐind the wreckage 
or black boxes of Malay-
sia Airlines Flight 370 
within three months, in a 
renewed bid to solve the 
plane’s disappearance 
nearly four years ago.

Transport Minister 
Liow Tiong Lai said there 
was an 85 percent chance 
of ϐinding the debris in 
a new 25,000 square ki-
lometer (9,650 square 
mile) area roughly the 
size of Vermont identi-
ϐied by experts.

The government 
signed a “no cure, no fee” 
deal with the Houston, 
Texas-based company to 
resume the hunt for the 
plane, a year after the 
ofϐicial search by Malay-
sia, Australia and China 
in the southern Indian 
Ocean was called off.

The plane vanished 
on March 8, 2014, while 
ϐlying from Kuala Lum-
pur to Beijing with 239 
people on board.

“The primary mis-
sion by Ocean Inϐinity is 

to identify the location 
of the wreckage and/or 
both of the ϐlight record-
ers ... and present a con-
siderable and credible 
evidence to conϐirm the 
exact location of the two 
main items,” he told a 
news conference.

If the mission is suc-
cessful within three 
months, payment will be 
made based on the size of 
the area searched. Liow 
said the government will 
pay Ocean Inϐinity USD 20 
million for 5,000 square 
kilometers (1,930 square 
mile) of a successful 
search, USD 30 million for 
15,000 square kilometers 
(5,790 sq.miles), USD 50 
million for 25,000 square 
kilometers (9653 sq. 
miles) and USD 70 million 
if the plane or recorders 
are found beyond the 
identiϐied area.

Ocean Inϐinity Chief 
Executive Oliver Plun-
kett said the search ves-
sel Seabed Constuctor, 
which left the South 
African port of Durban 
last week, is expected to 
reach the southern Indi-
an Ocean by January 17 
to begin the hunt.

Malaysia to pay US
ϐirm up to $70M if it ϐinds

missing plane
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EtCETERA

A R C T I C   C I R C L E  - HALLATT

B A B Y   B L U E S  - KIRKMAN & SCOTT

L O C K H O R N S  - HOEST & REINER

ARIES: This is a good day for med-
itation or spiritual studies of some 
kind, Aries. Your intuition should 
be operating at a very high level and 
thus it’s going to be easier for you 
to tune in to the thoughts, feelings, 
needs, and desires of others, partic-
ularly the opposite sex. You might 
even experience psychic insights 
or visions that shed light on some 
questions you’ve been asking your-
self for a while. Write down your 
thoughts. You’ll want to remember 
them.  
TAURUS: Your relationships with 
just about everyone - friends, lov-
ers, children, colleagues, and even 
strangers - should be smooth, warm, 
and supportive today, Taurus. Feel-
ings are easily expressed, although 
more on a subtle than a verbal lev-
el. New business opportunities may 
open up through contact with new 

and interesting people. Social events 
and group activities should therefore 
contribute more to your personal 
growth and emotional well-being 
than they usually do. Make the most 
of them!  
GEMINI: Refl ections on your re-
cent success and good fortune with 
regard to career matters are likely to 
have you feeling strong, optimistic, 
and enthusiastic for the future, Gem-
ini. Creative projects are going very 
well, as are relationships with the 
opposite sex. This should be a very 
gratifying day for you, full of warm 
and loving contact with those clos-
est to you, and signs of continued 
progress. Enjoy your day, and treat 
yourself to an evening out.  
CANCER: Good news from a dis-
tant state or foreign country could 
make your day, Cancer. You could 
well spend the rest of the day bask-

ing in the glow of what you’ve 
heard. However, this isn’t going 
to aff ect your relations with others 
or your work on whatever projects 
you’re involved with right now. This 
is a good day to get out in the sun-
shine. Take a walk or drive in the 
country! Enjoy your day.  
LEO: An increase in money could 
bring a lot of happiness and good 
feeling into your home. You might 
be a bit concerned as to how to keep 
the energy going, but don’t worry 
about it, Leo. All signs are that your 
success and good fortune are going 
to be around for a while. You could, 
however, explore the idea of making 
a few cautious investments. This 
way you’ll feel more fi nancially se-
cure than you have in the past.  
VIRGO: The prospect of future 
business opportunities could have 
you spending a lot of time on the 

phone today in discussion with 
friends or acquaintances who might 
have information you need, Virgo. 
Perhaps someone you know has 
been very successful at an activ-
ity he thinks might interest you. 
All should go very well, but you’ll 
defi nitely want to be thoroughly in-
formed. You’re doing the right thing 
by securing the facts before plung-
ing on ahead.  
LIBRA: A rosy glow over your re-
cent career successes could cause 
you to congratulate yourself over 
your growing bank account. This 
trend should continue for a while, 
Libra, if you keep on working as 
you have and maintain a positive 
and optimistic attitude. Your rela-
tionships with others around you, 
particularly the opposite sex, should 
be especially warm and loving right 
now. This should prove to be a thor-

oughly gratifying day. Use it to your 
advantage.  
SCORPIO: Recent successes in 
your career might inspire you to 
throw a celebration of some kind 
with a few close friends, Scorpio. 
You’re feeling especially positive 
and particularly charming at this 
time, and your confi dence is like-
ly to contribute to a new sense of 
closeness to those around you. 
Love and romance should also go 
very well. You’ve worked hard and 
it’s time to reward yourself. Have 
a successful day and an enjoyable 
evening.   
SAGITTARIUS: Relations with 
those closest to you should be warm 
and rewarding, Sagittarius. Finan-
cial matters are going so well for 
you right now that you’re apt to be 
feeling that everything will be per-
fect from here on out. This optimism 

and enthusiasm, however, doesn’t 
mean you’re taking your good for-
tune for granted. Rather, it is likely 
to give you the impetus to continue 
as you have been, only with more 
serenity than before.  
CAPRICORN: You’ve been work-
ing very hard for a long time, Capri-
corn, and now you might be thinking 
of ways to reward yourself. A trip 
that you might have dreamed of tak-
ing might suddenly seem to be more 
attainable. Today you might decide 
to actually make the arrangements. 
You could well decide to stay for a 
long time, for there is much that you 
can learn through this trip.   
AQUARIUS: Aquarius, visitors in 
your home might include partners 
in business activities, members of a 
group with which you’re affi  liated, 
or creative people with great ideas. 
Therefore, you’re likely to enjoy 

some intense discussions today 
and a lot of intriguing exchanges 
of information. Love and romance 
should also go well, particularly 
since you’re feeling so enthusiastic 
about life. Take the time to share 
your dreams with your guests. They 
might have some good ideas for 
making a dream a reality.  
PISCES: Get-togethers in your 
neighborhood should prove enjoy-
able right now, Pisces. Communica-
tion with others, particularly about 
possible new business interests, 
should bring a lot of positive infor-
mation your way that you’re apt to 
put to work for you. The level of re-
spect that you get from those around 
you could be particularly gratifying. 
Your hard work has not only en-
riched your socioeconomic standing 
but your friendships as well. Enjoy 
your day. 
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Hamas supporters further 
increases tensions. 
2010- Haiti Huge Earthquake: 
A massive magnitude 7.0 
earthquake, strikes Haiti the 
epicentre is approximately 25 
km (16 miles) west of Port-au-
Prince, Haiti’s capital. Haiti is 
one of the poorest countries 
in the world and building 
codes and standards do not 
take into account earthquakes. 
The death toll was estimated 
to be between 100,000 and 
250,000 and because of severe 
damage to the countries 
infrastucture humanitarian aid, 
including rescue and medical 
teams, engineers and support 
personnel from around the 
world was slow being deployed. 
The scale of damage included 
250,000 homes and 30,000 
commercial buildings were 
severely damaged and needed 
to be demolished. The Haiti 
earthquake is the 4th deadliest 
earthquake on record. 
2012- North Korea: The North 
Korean government announced 
that the body of former leader 
Kim Jong-il would lie in state 
permanently next to his father 
Kim Il-sung at the Kumsusan 
Memorial Palace in Pyongyang. 
The state media also announced 
the February 16, the former 
leader’s birthday, was to be 
known as the “Day of the 
Shining Star”.

12TH JANUARY 
1915- Women’s Suffrage Bill: 
The House of Representatives 
voted Down the Women’s 
Suffrage Bill, which would 
allow women the right to vote. 
The actual vote count was 204 
against and 174 for this bill. 
Women’s Suffrage leaders such 
as Ann Howard Shaw and Carrie 
Chapman Catt stated they would 
continue to ϐind for the right to 
cast a ballot. The right to vote 
was granted to women in 1920. 
 2006 - Islamic hajj 
pilgrimage: A stampede broke 
out on the access ramps to 
the Jamarat Bridge during the 
Stoning of the Devil which is 
part of the annual Islamic Hajj 
pilgrimage to the holy city of 
Mecca in Saudi Arabia, killing 
363 people
2009- Golden Globes: Slumdog 
Millionaire the Mumbai-based 
movie scoops four Golden Globe 
awards. 
2009- Unrest in France: 
Tensions in France continue to 
increase, during the weekend 
protests against Israel’s military 
action in Gaza attracted more 
than 100,000 people, and the 
second attack on a synagogue 
in the last few days by French 

GAME OF THRONES STAR KIT HARINGTON IS 
SEEN SHOPPING IN NEW YORK CITY.

As Hrithik Roshan cele-
brates his 44th birthday 

today, the star had a spe-
cial surprise in store for his 
fans. On his birthday, father 
Rakesh Roshan took to twit-
ter to announce the release 
date of his much awaited ϐilm 
of Krrish franchise – Krrish 4. 
Dad Rakesh Roshan wished 
his son and tweeted, “To-
day is perhaps the best day 
to make the release day of 
Krrish 4 ofϐicial. Christmas 
2020 it is. A gift for all of you 
on Hrithik’s birthday. 

Happy birthday @
iHrithik”It was back on Ga-

nesh Chaturthi in 2016 when 
Hrithik and Rakesh Roshan 
had announced Krrish 4. In 
an ofϐicial statement, Rakesh 
Roshan was quoted saying, 
“When my wife showed me a 
tweet with Bappa’s picture as 
Krrish, it reafϐirmed my be-
lief that Krrish is the original 
superhero we have. It boost-
ed my conϐidence and in-
spired me to make the fourth 
installment”. 

Other than this, Hrithik 
Roshan is currently busy 
shooting for Super 30 which 
is a ϐilm based on mathemati-
cian Anand Kumar’s life.

Logan Paul, who has 15 million 
subscribers, was criticized for 

posting footage of a man’s body 
hanging in a Japanese forest.

YouTube has cut ties with US 
internet star Logan Paul following 
his controversial video showing 
the body of a suicide victim.

The company said it had sus-
pended its original projects with 
the 22-year-old vlogger, who has 
more than 15 million subscribers, 
and he would no longer appear in 
its comedy series Foursome.

Paul’s channels have also been re-
moved from YouTube’s Google Pre-
ferred platform, which features its most 
popular content in packages for sale to 
advertisers.

It follows the huge backlash over 
Paul’s video entitled “We found a dead 
body in the Japanese suicide forest”, 

which showed him and his friends 
laughing at the body of a man hanging in 
Japan’s Aokigahara forest.

Paul later apologised for the clip, 
which was viewed more than a million 
times before it was taken down, saying 
it was “wrong” and “misguided”.

A YouTube spokesman said: “In light 
of recent events, we have decided to re-
move Logan Paul’s channels from Goo-

gle Preferred.
“Additionally, we will not feature Lo-

gan in season four of Foursome and his 
new originals are on hold.”

In an open letter earlier this week, 
YouTube said “suicide is not a joke, nor 
should it ever be a driving force for 
views”.

The site added that Paul’s video vio-
lated its guidelines and it was “looking 
at further consequences”.

Paul has not posted any videos in the 
past week, saying he was “taking time to 
reϐlect.”

He posted an apology following crit-
icism of the controversial video, saying 
he “should have put the cameras down 
and stopped recording what we were 
going through”.

The vlogger added: “For my fans who 
are defending my actions, please don’t. 
They do not deserve to be defended.

The video is set to pre-
miere on ‘GMA’. 
After weeks of specula-

tion, Taylor Swift has ϐinally 
given fans a release date for 
her “End Game” video featur-
ing Future and Ed Sheeran.

Swift posted a photo on 
her social media app, The 
Swift Life, with the caption 
“I wanted to let you know 
ϐirst, the End Game video 
comes out tomorrow! Gonna 
be posting a few pictures on 
here before the trailer pre-
mieres on GMA tomorrow.”

The mysterious photo 
seems to feature Swift sitting 
on a bar, wearing a sparkly 
rainbow dress and possibly 
texting her “End Game” crush.  
As eagle-eyed fans pointed 

out, Swift seems to be wear-
ing a long-sleeved version of 
the same dress that appeared 
in her Reputation magazines. 
Swift’s has got a “big reputa-
tion” for recruiting her pals 
to be in her videos. Although 
there’s been no conϐirmation 
that her “End Game” collabo-
rators are featured in the vi-
sual, Future was seen on the 
set of the video shoot in Mi-
ami, and Sheeran conϐirmed 
that there was a video — so 
there is a good chance we 
will see both stars in it.

For now, Swift has con-
ϐirmed that the video will be 
released tomorrow, with a 
trailer premiering on Good 
Morning America sometime 
during the broadcast. 

HRITHIK ROSHAN ANNOUNCE 
KRRISH 4’S RELEASE DATE

TAYLOR SWIFT TEASES ‘END GAME’ VIDEO
WITH ED SHEERAN AND FUTURE

YOUTUBE CUTS TIES WITH INTERNET STAR LOGAN
PAUL OVER ‘SUICIDE FOREST’ VIDEO


