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NOW OUT ON THE BOOKSTANDS!

ESSAYS ON TEESTA, HYDEL AND 
CLIMATE CHANGE IN SIKKIM
The SummitTimes Spotlight series now in a book!
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N  D , J  5 
(PTI): The Indian 
sporting fraternity, 
led by sports minister 
Rajyavardhan Singh 
Rathore and cricket 
icon Sachin Tendulkar, 
on Tuesday hailed the 
national football team 
skipper Sunil Chhetri for his “super 
achievement” of playing 100 matches 
for the country.

Chhetri became only the second 
Indian footballer after former captain 
Bhaichung Bhutia to feature in 100 
matches for the country. The landmark 
game was the one against Kenya in the 
Intercontinental Cup in Mumbai on 
Monday night.

It was a memorable match for Ch-
hetri, who turns 34 in August, as he 
scored twice in India’s 3-0 win over the 
African side in front of a packed crowd 
at the Mumbai Football Arena.

“A special victory indeed. Well done, 
#TeamIndia! Super achievement @
chetrisunil11 on your 100th appear-

ance and the 2 goals,” 
Tendulkar said on his 
Twitter handle.

Rathore tweeted: 
“A superb and well de-
served win by our @
IndianFootball team. 
Congratulations to the 
team for the 3-0 win 

against Kenya today! @chetrisunil11 
lead from the front and scored 2 goals 
in his 100th match!”

Bhutia, who has played for the 
country 104 times, described Chhetri 
as a “genuius player”.

“Congratulations @chetrisunil11 
for the 100th match for #India. It has 
been a great pleasure to see you reach 
here. Great achievement from a genius 
player! #captain,” Bhutia tweeted.

Head coach Stephen Constantine 
understandably gave a cautious reac-
tion on Chhetri’s milestone as he would 
not want to single out any of his players 
in the team.

“He is a great servant of Indian foot-

Rathore, Tendulkar lead 
accolades for Chhetri

4.9-magnitude 
earthquake 
jolts Nepal
K , J  5 (PTI): 
A 4.9-magnitude earth-
quake today jolted west-
ern Nepal, causing panic 
among the residents.

The quake that hit 
Bajura district situated 
in far-west Nepal was 
4.9-magnitude with its 
epicentre at a forest area 
on the border of Bajura 
and Humla districts, ac-
cording to National Seis-
mological Centre.

This was not an af-
tershock of 2015 earth-
quake but a fresh trem-
or, said an of icial at the 
centre.

No casualties and 
damage have been re-
ported so far. However, 
many people rushed out 
to the streets after the 
earthquake.

Earlier on June 1, a 
4.3-magnitude earth-
quake was felt with epi-
center at Dolakha district 
of eastern Nepal.

In 2015, a major 
earthquake occurred in 
Nepal that claimed 9,000 
lives.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 05 J :

As part of World Envi-
ronment Day, orga-

nizations involved in the 
Himalayan Cleanup cam-
paign in Sikkim partici-
pated in a review meet-
ing to share the indings 
of the waste and brand 
audit today, a press re-
lease from Zero Waste 
Himalaya informs.

Volunteers, NGOs, 
Swachh Bharat Mission 
Directors (Gramin and 
Urban), Gangtok Munic-
ipal Commissioner and 
many Block Develop-

ment Of icers from all 
over the State participat-
ed in the review meet.  

The indings of the 
waste audit for Sikkim 
re lecting the audit data 

from 30 sites from all 
districts was presented 
by Zero Waste Himalaya 

member, Priyadarshinee 
Shrestha.

She mentioned that 
for Sikkim, the top-5 
items in the trash were 
multilayered plastics, 
pet bottles, paper/ card-
board, single use plastic 
items and other plastic 
items. 

She further revealed 
that multilayered plastics 
alone constituted 68% of 
the total trash collected 
in the cleanup sites.

PET bottles, mainly 
water bottles, were also 
found in large numbers 
during the cleanup, she 

informed. 
Single use items such 

as plastic spoons and 
straws, and other plas-
tic utensils were also 
retrieved in consider-
able numbers across the 
cleanup sites. 

Mahendra Chettri in 
his address said that the 
brand audit was a great 
way to generate aware-
ness on the type of plas-
tics that were being used. 

The top-10 manu-
facturers that turned up 
in the trash during the 
cleanup were- Chaud-

Multilayered plastics inundate 
Sikkim trash the most

REBYNA RANA
G , 05 J :

Chief Minister Pawan Chamling to-
day addressed the public of Nam-

cheybong constituency at Saramsa 
Garden in Ranipool, East Sikkim, as 
part of his 32-day State-wide public 
outreach tour ‘Jan Sewa Jan Sampark 
Yatra’. 

The CM reiterated that the tour is 
not a political programme but a gov-
ernment programme.

He said that the tour aims to 
assess development projects sanc-
tioned by the government in differ-
ent areas of the State and interact 
with the people. 

South, West and North leg of the 
tour has wrapped up and the CM is 
now covering the East district.

Talking about World Environ-
ment Day, Mr Chamling said that his 
government’s policy is based on en-
vironment conservation and sustain-
able development. 

“Our government banned plastic 
15 years ago and now the world is 
following our footsteps. We are lead-
ing the world to a plastic-free envi-
ronment,” he said. 

The Chief Minister approved the 

demands of Namcheybong constit-
uency for new roads, water supply 
projects and upgradation of the in-
frastructure of the schools. 

He further urged the gathering 
to work together to protect water 
sources and organize plantation 
drives to prevent landslides and oth-
er natural calamities. 

“One percent of all schemes of the 
State Government will be allocated 
for water security purpose,” he de-
clared.

He further requested the pancha-
yats to allocate one percent of their 
budget for water security activities.

Mr Chamling informed that the 
State Government is constructing 
tunnels to connect all the four dis-
tricts of the State.

“Yesterday the Cabinet passed the 
proposal for construction a tunnel 
that will bypass Ridge Park and come 
out at Guards Ground. With this, we 
will make Ridge Park a vehicle-free 
zone and develop it as a tourism 
spot,” he said.

The Chief Minister appealed the 
people not to sub-let their contract 
work, supply work and trade licens-

Chief Minister’s public outreach 
tour reaches Namcheybong

turn to pg05

NITESH R PRADHAN
G , 4 J :

Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling today ad-

dressed the problem 
of water scarcity being 
faced by the people of 
Saramsa-Ranipool-Aho 
stretch. 

Residents of the area 
have often complained 
of lack of adequate water 
supply in the area. With ac-
tive industrialization and 
depletion of spring water 
sources, the area routinely 
suffers water shortage. 

The Chief Minister 
today instructed Rural 
Management and Devel-
opment Department of i-
cials to go to the ield and 
identify water sources. 

The demand for water 
supply projects was sanc-
tioned by the CM while 
addressing the gathering 
at his ongoing Jan Sewa 
and Jan Samman program 
at Saramsa garden which 
falls under Namcheybong 
constituency. 

The Chief Minister 
also stated that if there 
were no water sources, 
than the government was 
ready to help and assist 
residents with rain water 
harvesting options. 

The Water Security 
scheme of the govern-
ment will address all 
concerns related to wa-
ter management, the CM 
assured.

Stating that water was 
a global problem, he said 
that there was need to 
conserve water and pre-
serve and maintain water 

levels and sources through 
various means like planta-
tions along the roads and 
on barren tracts. 

The Chief Minister 
stated that the state at-
taches high priority to 
water conservation and 
preservation and all the 
state schemes shall now 
have 1% of the total bud-
get allocated for water 
preservation. 

He also instructed the 
Panchayats and Urban 
Local Bodies to do the 
same. 

Adding that trees 
were the life source for 
water, he appealed to the 
people to adopt trees as 
friends or “Miit” citing his 
own example of adopting 
a Rhododendron tree as 
his “Miit”.

The Chief Minister 
has also sanctioned all 
precautionary and pro-
tective work along rivers 
and jhoras of the con-
stituency like protective 
walls and returning wall. 

He stated that all 
works sanctioned will be 
need-based with genuine 
public demand work get-
ting the highest priority. 

Further directing the 
irrigation department 
of icials to visit sites, the 
CM has asked for irriga-
tion canals to be made 
for the bene it of the local 
farmers. 

The residents ex-
pressed happiness to-
wards the CM for sanc-
tioning all the water 
related projects and ad-
dressing their concerns.

CM address Saramsa
belt’s water woes
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Amending 
Article 371F 
a sensitive 
issue: SNPP 
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 05 J :

Sikkim National Peo-
ple’s Party in a press 

release has expressed 
concern over the recent 
talks of the State Gov-
ernment to increase the 
number of Assembly 
seats from 32 to 40 by 
amending Article 371F.   

The party has re-
iterated that it has no 
objection regarding the 
government’s decision 
to secure Assembly seats 
for deserving communi-
ties but has said that any 
amendment to article 
371F should be consid-
ered only after extensive 
research and open public 
debate.

The party has further 
said that if the govern-
ment pushes the amend-
ment of Article 371F 
without proper debate, 
‘people should be pre-
pared to come out and 
ight for their rights’.  

“We object to any 
amendment of Article 
371F without proper 
modalities being formu-
lated and extensive pub-
lic debate as this article 
is crucial to our existence 
in the Indian Union,” the 
party has said.

G , 05 J  
[IPR]: District Admin-
istration Centre, West 
Sikkim, observed World 
Environment Day under 
the supervision of Dis-
trict Collector [West], Dr 

AB Karki, with a clean-
liness and plantation 
drive at the DAC prem-
ises in Rabdentse, West 
Sikkim. 

All Gram Panchayat 
Units [GPUs], Of ice of 

the Additional District 
Collector [Soreng], Block 
Administrative Centers 
[BACs], schools and ICDS 
observed World Environ-
ment Day in their respec-
tive areas.

West observes World 
Environment Day 

BIKASH CHETTRI
N , 05 J :

District level World En-
vironment Day was 

observed today here at 
Nandugaon Senior Sec-
ondary School in South 
Sikkim. The motto of the 
programme was ‘If you 
can’t reuse it, refuse it’.

The programme or-
ganized by Forest De-

partment with the theme 
‘Beat Plastic Pollution’ 
was attended by Speak-
er, Sikkim Legislative 
Assembly, KN Rai as the 
chief guest. 

The day-long cele-
bration kicked off with 
a ceremonial plantation 
programme in the school 
premises followed by the 
inauguration of multi-

purpose auditorium hall 
of the school.

Divisional Forest Of-
icers, Palzor Ongda Bhu-

tia and Tshering Denka 
Bhutia motivated the 
students and villagers to 
protect the environment.

Forest Department also 
organised an inter-school 
essay and extempore con-
test on environment. 

South Distict celebrates 
World Env Day

SKM
youth meet 
held in 
capital 
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 05 J :

Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha conducted a youth 

meeting of its youth wing 
at its head of ice in Tibet 
Road, Gangtok. 

A press release from 
the party informs that 
the meet was chaired 
by Sangha MLA, Sonam 
Lama. 

The meeting was held 
to induct 50 ‘dedicated’ 
youth from each constit-
uency of the State in its 
youth programme. 

SKM general secre-
tary, Arun Upreti, in his 
address, stressed that 
SKM was a youth-orient-
ed party and its main aim 
was to secure the future 
of Sikkim by protecting 
its youths. 

Working president, 
Navin Karki, in turn, 
highlighted the party’s 
programmes to solve the 
unemployment problem 
of the State.

Sangha MLA, Sonam 
Lama, in his address, as-
serted that SKM believes 
in healthy politics and 
unity and well-being of 
the State irrespective of 
party, caste and religion. 

SAGAR CHETTRI 
G , 05 J :

Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha has once again 

alleged that the Sikkim 
Democratic Front-led 
State Government has 
been working against the 
interest of government 
employees of Sikkim. 

The party has de-
manded that the pay re-
vision should be put into 
effect from 01 January 
2016 to provide full ben-
e its to the government 
employees of Sikkim and 
arrears should be pro-
vided in one go and not 
in installments. The Govt 
has accepted the rec-
ommendation of the 5th 
Pay Commission that the 
pay revision be notion-
ally accepted wef from 
01 Jan 2016 by effective 
only from 01 Jan 2017 
onwards.

On the same, the par-
ty asserted that if the SDF 
government cannot ful ill 

these demands then it 
should resign from of ice 
on moral grounds.

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 
SKM acting president, 
Kunga Nima Lepcha, 
stated that instead of 
constituting a commit-
tee for pay revision, the 
State Government should 
directly implement the 
07th pay commission of 
the Centre for the bene it 
of local government em-
ployees. 

He added that as the 
decision of the govern-
ment to implement the 
05th pay commission 
from 01 January 2017 in-
stead of 01 January 2016 
would cause great loss 
of one year in arrears to 
government employees. 

He contended that 
the pay commission was 
not in the interest of local 
employees.

While mentioning 
that the objective of pay 

revision to provide relief 
to employees by provid-
ed pay at par the existing 
price of commodities, Mr 
Lepcha questioned the 
logic behind this pay re-
vision.

SKM senior vice-pres-
ident, TN Dhakal, men-
tioned that the Chief 
Minister had earlier an-
nounced that the State 
would always follow the 
process of the Centre 
in pay revision. On the 
same, he stressed that 
the State should imple-
ment the revision made 
by the Centre. 

“Pay revision should 
be made to support gov-
ernment employees but 
the government has been 
cheating the people of 
Sikkim. This is the total 
suppression of the gov-
ernment employees of 
Sikkim,” he alleged. 

SKM advisory com-
mittee member, SK Rai, 
stated that there were 

many government em-
ployees who retired in 
2016 so these employees 
will now be deprived of 
their bene its due to the 
decision of the govern-
ment to implement the 
pay revision only from 01 
January 2017. 

SKM vice-president 
[ex-servicemen front], 
Kado Tshering Bhutia in-
formed that the govern-
ment has also decreased 
all allowances of the 
government employees 
from the existing rate. He 
alleged that the intention 
of the government was 
not sincere towards the 
government employees 
as on one hand it has in-
creased the salaries but 
has been covering it by 
decreasing allowances.

Meanwhile, vice-pres-
ident [frontal organisa-
tion], Nakul Das Rai, al-
leged that some schools 
in and around Saramsa 
Garden were shut down 

to bring students and 
teachers to attend the 
CM’s programme today 
at Saramsa Garden. He 
informed that Changay 
Senti secondary school 
and Kishan secondary 
school were shut down 
and Assam Lingzey SSS 
and Namcheybong SSS 
were also partially closed 
as teachers and students 
from these schools were 
brought to attend the CM 
programme.

While talking to a 
senior of icer of HRDD, 
he informed that the de-
partment had not issued 
any such circular for 
these schools, Mr Rai in-
formed.

He criticized the State 
Government for involv-
ing students in the pro-
gramme. 

The party has de-
manded explanations 
from the school princi-
pals and headmaster re-
garding the shutdown. 

SKM reiterates criticism of
State’s pay revision 

FARM GATE PRICE OF VEGETABLES

Sl No Vegetable Farm Gate Price/kg
Between 
Oct-Mar

Between Apr-
Sept 

1. Tomato 19/- 27/-
2. Cabbage 16/- 20/-
3. Cauli lower 22/- 28/-
4. Carrot 22/- 28/-
5. Radish 18/- 22/-
6. Broccoli 38/- 49.50/-
7. Butter beans [green 

pod]
50/- 40/-

8. Singtamey beans 44/- 33/-
9. Pea [green pod] 48/- 38/-
10. Chayote [iskus] 09/- 07/-
11. Chilli 18/- 13/-
12. Brinjal 22/- 17/-
13. Bottle Gourd 14/- 10/-
14. Bitter Gourd 22/- 16/-
15. Bhindi 24/- 19/-

16. Leafy vegetables 20/- 15/-

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 05 J :

Shantinagar Gaon Sud-
har Samiti conducted a 

plantation drive along the 
Rani Khola walkway at 
Shantinagar in Singtam, 
East Sikkim to mark the 
World Environment Day, 
a press release informs.

Range Of icer [Sing-
tam Range], Manzil Khar-

el, Station Head Master 
[Singtam Police Station], 
Roshan Rai along with 
ward panchayat, Deepa 
Chettri and SGSS mem-
bers participated in the 
drive.

Around 100 saplings 
were planted along the 
Rani Khola walkway after 
cleaning the area. 

SGSS president, 

Krishna Chettri in his 
address talked about the 
importance of the day 
and urged the partici-
pants to be the caretaker 
of the saplings planted 
during the drive.

Mr Kharel demon-
strated the correct way 
of planting a sapling and 
thanked SGSS for initiat-
ing the plantation drive.

Plantation drive marks 
World Environment Day 
at Rani Khola walkwaySpringdale 

School 
goes green 
for World 
Environment 
Day 
SUMMIT REPORT
M , 05 J :

Springdale School, Dik-
chu, observed World 

Environment Day today 
with a plantation drive in 
and around its premises. 

Teachers and students 
of the school planted 
different species of low-
ering and fruit-bearing 
plants to mark the day.

Principal in-charge, 
Mercy Tamang, in her 
address, highlighted the 
importance of the day 
and urged students to 
be responsible towards 

nature. 
The School Manage-

ment Committee ex-
pressed its gratitude to 

the District Forest De-
partment for providing 
the school with saplings 
for the noble cause.

SKM’Nari 
Ekikaran 
Yatra 
reaches 
Yangthang 
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 05 J :

Sikkim Krantikari 
Morcha party’s ongo-

ing Nari Ekikaran Yatra 
reached Yangthang con-
stituency in West Sikkim 
today.

The women’s wing 
team led by the party’s 

Nari State coordinator, 
Mingma Bhutia, Sara 
Lama and Ladenla Lama 
met the women workers 
of the constituency and 
discussed various strat-
egies to strengthen the 
women’s wing of the par-
ty, a press release from 
the party informs. 

Appointments of new 
Nari executives were also 
made during the meet. 

The party had kicked 
off the first phase of 
Nari Ekikaran Yatra on 
03 Jun from Tadong, 
East Sikkim and Yuk-
som-Tashiding, West 
Sikkim consecutively.

Mizoram govt 
approves 
pay hike for 
government 
employees
A , J  5 (PTI): 
The Mizoram govern-
ment has decided to pay 
enhanced pay scales to 
the state government 
employees in accordance 
with the recommenda-
tions of the seventh Cen-
tral Pay Commission, of-
icials said today.

The state cabinet met 
under the chairmanship 
of Chief Minister Lal 
Thanhawla last evening 
and approved the pay 
hike.

The state govern-
ment employees would 
get enhanced pay effec-
tive from January 1, 2016 
but would enjoy inancial 
bene its with effect from 
September 1, 2018, the 
of icials said.



3SummitTIMES | 06 June 2018CapitalTIMES

to book 
advertise-
ments in 

SummitTimes
call

03592-208698
9734152541
9647102692

advertise@sum-
mittimes.com

Gangtok on 
Wednesday, 

06 June
Temp: 29°C/16°C
Forecast: Part-
ly sunny.
Sunrise: 04:40 AM
Sunset: 6:28 PM

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
DEPARTMENT OF FOOD SECURITY & AGRICULTURE DEVELOPMENT

N.I.T
Sealed tenders are invited from the registered fi rms for following components:

(a) Monthly SAMETI Newsletter (English and Nepali) for the year 2018-19 and
(b) Annual Wall Calendar for the year 2019. (Approximately 5000 nos.)
The detail specifi cations are as follows:
SL.
NO.

PARTICU-
LARS

QUANTITY REMARKS

01. Monthly 
Newsletter

Quantity 1000 copies 
(English 500 copies and 
Nepali 500 copies),

Including English to Nepali Translation, 
Compose or Typing, Design and Editing, 
Size 8.5 x 10.63 inches, No. of Page 
8-12 pages. Paper Quality – Art Paper 
170 gsm. Four colour printing. Centre 
Stitch Binding.

02. Annual Cal-
endar 2019

Approximately 5000 nos Size 19.5x29.5 inches, Paper Quality – 
Art Paper 130 gsm. Four colour printing, 
both side mounting (including English to 
Nepali Translation, Compose or Typing, 
Design and Editing).

TERMS & CONDITIONS
1. Sealed quotations may be submitted (Separate Quotation for Newsletter and Separate Quo-
tation for Annual Calendar- 2019) to the offi  ce of the Director SAMETI from 10:00 am to 03:00 pm 
on or before 7th June 2018.
2. The date for opening for the Tender will be 8th June 2018 at 2:00 pm at the Chamber of Additional 
Director-Administration, FS&ADD, Govt. of Sikkim, Krishi Bhawan, Tadong, in the presence of the 
Tender Opening Committee and the representative of interested fi rm/ tenderers.
2. The following documents should be submitted along with the quotations:
 (i) Sikkim Subject or COI of the owner/ Proprietor of the Firm.
 (ii) Valid Trade License,
 (iii) Firm Registration Certifi cate,
 (iv) GST Registration Certifi cate,
 (v) Profession/Sales/Tax Clearance Certifi cate.
3. The Rate should be F.O.R. destinations and inclusive of Packing and Forwarding Charges.
4. If the party does not meet any of the required conditions mentioned above, their quotation will 
be rejected outright.
5. Draft of Monthly newsletter should be shown to the department and approval in writing should be 
obtained before the same is sent for the fi nal printing.
6. The Tender Committee reserves the full right to accept or reject any quotations/ tenders without 
assigning any reason or reasons.
7. Delivery of the Monthly Newsletter should be within 10 days from the receipt of Matters from the 
offi  ce, every month.
8. A sample copy of Monthly Newsletter and Calendar 2018 can be collected from SAMETI OF-
FICE, Tadong.

Sd/-
DIRECTOR,

STATE AGRICULTURAL MANAGEMENT AND EXTENSION 
TRAINING INSTITUTE (SAMETI)

FS & ADD, GOVT. OF SIKKIM, BELOW CONVOY GROUND, TADONG.
R.O. No. 114/ipr/pub/classi./18-19 dt. 1.6.18

SKM takes 
issue with 
diversion of 
city runners
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 05 J :

Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha, in a press release 

issued today, has called 
out the State Government 
for not using the buses 
provided by the Centre 
under Jawaharlal Nehru 
Urban Renewal Mission 
for local transportation 
and instead commuting 
passengers to Siliguri, 
Kalimpong and other 
places on them. This, at 
a time when local trans-
portation is severely 
stressed because of the 
tourist season and the 
high demand for taxis.

SKM has strongly con-
demned and criticized 
the State Government 
for not using the buses 
for local transport, argu-
ing that buses provided 
by the Centre should be 
used as city runners in 
the State. 

The party further 
adds that the general 
people of the State are 
suffering due to such pol-
icy of the State Govern-
ment. 

The party has de-
manded the State Trans-
port Department to im-
mediately address the 
issue. 

CRASH: An out of control Bolero vehicle crashed into the Paan Shop at Hotel Migtin here at Tibet 
Road above MG Marg early this morning. The vehicle turned turtle on the road after the impact at the 
Paan Shop sustained extensive damage. Thankfully, no one is reported to have been seriously injured in 
the mishap.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 05 J :

After securing a higher ranking this 
year in the National Institute Rank-

ing Framework (NIRF) India Rankings 
2018 conducted by the Ministry of Hu-
man Resource Development, Sikkim 
Manipal University’s Sikkim Manipal 
Institute of Technology [SMIT] and 
Sikkim Manipal Institute of Medical 
Sciences [SMIMS] have both ranked 
favourably in major university and col-
lege rankings for 2018, a press release 
from the university informs. 

India Today Marketing & Develop-
ment Research Associates (MDRA) Sur-
vey has ranked SMIT 12th amongst the 
top 165 Private Engineering Colleges in 
India. SMIT is also ranked second in the 
Top-05 private colleges in the East Zone.

Similarly, the same survey has 
ranked SMIMS 30th in the Top Medical 
Colleges of India and irst in the Best Pri-
vate Medical College in the East Zone.

SMIMS has also been ranked 29th in 
the all Medical Colleges in India in the 
OUTLOOK University and Undergradu-
ate Colleges Ranking 2018.

Additionally, SMIT has also been ranked 
80th in the OUTLOOK University and Un-
dergraduate Colleges Ranking 2018: Top 
100 Engineering Colleges of India.

SMU is among the Top-70 in The 
Week’s Top Multidisciplinary Universi-
ties – All India Ranking 2018 and Top 
10 in the East Zone.

Vice Chancellor, SMU, Dr Venkatesh 
while expressing his happiness said, 
“SMU’s success can be attributed to im-
proved performances across the four main 
indicators underlying the methodology of 
the ranking – teaching, research, citations 
and international outlook. In line with our 
vision and strategy for the future, SMU will 
continue to drive for further improvement. 
While rankings are important, we care as 
much about the individual experience of 
our students. SMU gives you opportunities 
that will enrich your life as well as pre-
pare you for the global platform. We are 
committed to our core values of Integrity 
and Honesty, Commitment to Teams, Ac-
countable for Results and Passion to Win, 
Achieving Social Impact, Respect and Fair-
ness and Excellence through Quality, Inno-
vation and Leadership.”

SMIT and SMIMS shine in
annual college rankings 

SMU carries 
out plantation 
and clean-
liness drive 
at SMIMS 
GANGTOK, 05 JUN:

Sikkim Manipal Uni-
versity’s National 

Service Scheme con-
ducted a plantation and 
cleanliness drive to mark 
World Environment Day 
at Sikkim Manipal Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences 
(SMIMS) in Tadong, East 
Sikkim, a press release 
from the university in-
forms. 

The drive was partic-
ipated in by the students, 
staff, SMU Vice Chancel-
lor, Dr Venkatesh, Reg-
istrar, Dr KS Sherpa, 
SMIMS Dean, Dr JS Joneja, 
Medical Superintendent, 
Central Referral Hospital 
(CRH), Dr GautamDey, 
faculty members, among 
others.

The students also 
presented a short skid 
on environment conser-
vation and on the theme 
‘Beat Plastic Pollution’.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 05 J :

Mamring Senior Sec-
ondary School, 

East Sikkim observed 
World Environment 
Day 2018 with a series 
of activities conducted 
by the school’s eco-club 
and National Service 
Scheme unit throughout 
the day, a press release 
informs.

The programme 
kicked off in the morn-
ing with speeches based 
on environment conser-
vation by NSS members 
and students. 

Principal, Prahlad 
Sharma in his address 
highlighted the impor-
tance of the day and 
urged the students to be 
responsible and spread 
awareness on environ-
ment protection.

Open quiz compe-
tition, poster drawing, 
cleanliness and planta-
tion drive and an aware-

ness rally from School 
Dara to State Bank of Sik-

kim. Mamring were part 
of the programme.  

Mamring SSS observes 
World Environment Day 

World Environment 
Day observed 
in Singtam 
and Rangpo 
YOGEN THATAL
S , 05 J :

Singtam Nagar Panchayat members along with 
the students and teachers of Singalila Acade-

my, Singtam conducted a cleanliness and planta-
tion drive to mark World Environment Day. 

SNP members along with the councillors and 
safai karmacharis of the area planted trees along 
the bazaar walkway and in the school premises.  

Similarly, Tiny Tots’ School in Rangpo, East 
Sikkim organized a series of activities to mark the 
day. Along with a quiz competition based on envi-
ronment, a cleanliness and plantation drive was 
also conducted by the school administration.

T , J  5 (PTI): 
The World Health Organisation has 
paid glowing tributes to Kerala’s young 
nurse Lini Puthussery, who died of 
Nipah virus last month, after treating 
one of the patients.

Lini died on May 21 after being in-
fected by a patient, whom she treated 
initially at the Perambra Taluk hospital, 
where she was a nurse.

In a tweet, WHO’S Health Workforce 
Director Jim Campbellsaid: “Remember 
them, lest we forget: Razan al-Najjar 
(Gaza); Lini Puthussery (India); Salome 
Karwah (Liberia). #WomeninGlobal-
Health, #NotATarget.

A 28-year-old mother of two young 
boys, Lini died at the Kozhikode Med-
ical college hospital days after being 
infected.

The young nurse in a poignant let-
ter scribbled from her deathbed to her 
husband Sajeesh had said ‘am almost 

on the way. I don’t think I can meet you 
again....” 

The letter had evoked an emotional 
response from across the world after it 
went viral on the social media.

The Kerala government has offered 
her husband a government job and i-
nancial assistance of Rs 10 lakh each to 
her sons aged ive and two.

Razan al-Najjar was a 21-year-old 
paramedic who was shot and killed, 
allegedly by Israeli soldiers on June 3 
while trying to aid wounded protestors 
in Gaza.

Salome Karwah from Liberia, who 
was named by Time Magazine as ‘Per-
son of the Year’ in 2014 for her work 
ighting Ebola in West Africa, died in 

February last year from childbirth com-
plications in a hospital in Liberia after 
hospital staff allegedly refused to help 
her due to the stigma that still sur-
rounds the disease.

WHO pays tribute to Kerala
nurse who died of Nipah
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WRITE US: Readers are in-
vited to comment on, criticise, 
run down, even appreciate 
if they like something in this 
paper. Letters carrying abu-
sive/ indecorous language 
and personal attacks, except 
when against people respon-
sible in this newspaper (who 
are fair game), will have to be 
ignored. Letters which carry 
forward a conversation or ini-
tiate a dialogue will command 
immediate attention and re-
ceive prominence.  Mail us at: 
letters@summittimes.com

8th June, 1997
Before 18 Sept, 2011, there

was this horror

In 2011, Sikkim received a new date to remember 
natural disasters by on 18 September when the 

strongest “homegrown” earthquake tore through the 
State. Close to seven years since, most Sikkimese ap-
pear to have forgotten that evening and refuse to live 
by any of the lessons that the temblor taught. That was 
perhaps expected since the State has consistently ig-
nored such lessons. After all, before the Quake, there 
was the cloudburst over Gangtok on 08 June, 1997; a 
freak of nature of such ferocity that it claimed a total 
of 52 lives in and around Gangtok and parts of North 
Sikkim. And no, the monsoon had not arrived early 
in 1997, as this was technically still a pre-monsoon 
episode. It was unprecedented in its inundation. Met 
Of ice records reveal that on the intervening night of 
08 and 09 June, Gangtok received a record rainfall of 
223.8 mm. The entire month of June, once monsoon 
hits Gangtok, receives an average of 650.4 mm of rain. 
40% of the month’s quota poured out in a span of few 
hours twenty-one years ago!

Of icially recorded as a cloudburst, this inundation 
was triggered right above Raj Bhavan and tested the 
drainage of the capital city and found it wanting right 
at the beginning itself. Water spilled everywhere and 
the copious amounts that lowed through Gangtok on 
the day cleaved away a building from its foundation 
near Zero Point along NH31A almost directly below 
where the cloud had supposedly “burst”. A landslide 
rushed off from just behind Mintokgang and poured 
slush into a building on the Gangtok-Chandmari axis. 
Tathangchen suffered a sleepless night as rural houses 
further down were washed away and families buried 
alive, not only there, but also up at Chandmari. Balu-
wakhani suffered too. In fact, all of Gangtok suffered. It 
is debatable whether better drainage alone could have 
saved Gangtok that night. A cloudburst, after all is a 
ferocious event and no drain or jhora is planned with 
such an inundation in mind.

08 June, 1997, taught Sikkim in general and Gang-
tok in particular, many lessons. How well either learnt 
its lessons remains suspect. Take the jhoras for ex-
ample. Although the deluge was too voluminous that 
night for Gangtok’s jhoras to manage, they could still 
have performed better. Although many jhora training 
works have been undertaken since, their serviceabil-
ity remains woefully limited. Cosmetic touch-ups in 
Gangtok defeat the purpose if the jhoras remain un-
der-prepared further downhill. In many areas, the 
drains fall away from the slope of the road which 
leaves them collecting only dead leaves and ilth with 
water running riot on the road. 

Some genuine initiatives were also taken in the 
wake of 08 June, 1997. The formation of Civil Defence 
teams across the State is one example. Its volunteers 
have served their communities well and brought some 
coherence to the manner in which the State handles 
and mitigates disasters. But that group also appears to 
have withdrawn away from society and since the anni-
versary of that cataclysmic night is observed as Disas-
ter Awareness Day in Sikkim, it might be a good idea to 
resuscitate this volunteer organisation. 

Other efforts have fared even more poorly. A 
high-level technical committee was constituted in 
the wake of the landslides twenty years ago. It must 
have prepared a report too and submitted it, but no 
one seems to be aware of its contents, in fact, they also 
appear unsure of its present location. Some rules have 
been framed to check against future mishaps, but how 
judiciously they are followed and enforced is there 
for all to see. But that’s about the administration. The 
monsoon is almost upon us. It is already too late to at-
tempt anything grand, but even a quick revision of the 
do’s and don’ts that 1997 taught the administration 
and the people might be of some help. At least better 
than just fretting and praying.

BAKTI BERLYANTO 
SEDAYU
theconversation.com

The impacts of glob-
al plastic use have 

reached an alarming level. 
Based on the latest data, 9 
billion tonnes of plastics 
have been produced since 
the 1950s, creating 7 bil-
lion tonnes of waste. Plas-
tic waste not only damag-
es the environment and 
threaten animal life but 
also harms human popula-
tions.

One of the most dan-
gerous elements of plastic 
waste is tiny pieces of de-
bris known as microplastics. These are damaging 
the environment, mostly the ocean, and in much 
greater amounts than originally thought. A re-
cent study shows the number of microplastics has 
reached up to 51 trillion particles, or 236,000 met-
ric tonnes, globally. These tiny particles can end up 
in people’s stomachs via drinking water or eating 
seafood, which could present health risks.

Various attempts to minimise plastic use have 
been introduced. One involves developing plastic 
materials, known as biodegradable plastics or bio-
plastics, that decompose naturally in the environ-
ment.

My research aims to show how seaweed can be 
the best material for use in bioplastics. This article 
argues that Indonesia can play a key role in devel-
oping seaweed-based plastics.

POLICIES AGAINST PLASTIC
A number of countries have recently introduced 
policies to encourage the use of degradable plastics 
and recycling to minimise plastic use.

The UK will ban all sales of single-use plastic, 
including plastic straws and cotton swabs, next 
year.

Cities in the US have declared war on plastic 
straws. Seattle has launched a campaign dubbed 
“Strawless in Seattle”, while New York is consider-
ing a ban on plastic straws.

In 2017, Kenya introduced the toughest plas-
tic bag ban with a penalty of four years in jail or a 
$40,000 ine.

FINDING SOLUTIONS
However, it is impossible to stop plastic use.

So far, plastic is the most convenient and versa-
tile material for various purposes and brings huge 
bene its to our lives. People’s continued dependen-

cy on plastic has encouraged the rise in the produc-
tion of plastic now and in the future.

The plastic industry is huge and is expected to 
continue expanding. In 2014, the plastic packaging 
industry was valued at US$270 billion and this is 
projected to increase to $375 billion by 2030.

One way to control plastic use is through recy-
cling. However, things are not as easy as expected. 
Plastic products come in a hundred or more variet-
ies. These variations are so huge that it is dif icult 
to sort them out for the recycling process.

Therefore, only about 9% of plastic waste is re-
cycled. Around 12% is incinerated. The rest ends 
up mostly in land ills or the ocean.

Bioplastics offer an alternative. The bioplastics 
are commonly made from plants or bacteria and 
are more environmentally friendly as well as sus-
tainable.

STRONG DEMAND FOR BIOPLASTICS
The global bioplastic production capacity will 
increase to 6.1 million tonnes in 2021 from 4.2 
million tonnes in 2016 due to people’s increasing 
awareness of eco-friendly products.

People have started using bioplastics in their 
daily lives, with uses ranging from shopping bags 
and disposable housewares to electronics.

Big brands such as Coca-Cola, Heinz, Unilever, 
Nestle, Danone and Nike have started using bio-
plastics for their packaging.

WHY SEAWEED FOR BIOPLASTICS?
The materials commonly used to produce bioplas-
tics are corn, sugarcane, vegetable oil and starch. 
However, using these ingredients for plastics has 
raised some concerns.

First, the production of bioplastics requires a 
huge investment in the land, fertilisers and chem-
icals. Second, the use of these plants for plastics 

will trigger a competition 
between plants for food 
versus plants for plastics, 
which will lead to food 
price hikes and food crisis.

Seaweed is so far the 
best candidate for bioplas-
tics as it manages to an-
swer both of the challeng-
es above. First, it is cheap. 
Unlike other terrestrial 
plants, seaweed can grow 
without fertilisers. It does 
not take up huge space on 
land as it grows offshore. 
By using seaweed for bio-
plastics, the production of 
agricultural commodities 
for food will remain intact, 

so no food price hikes nor food crisis will occur.
INDONESIA’S KEY ROLE

Indonesia is the largest archipelago in the world 
and two-thirds of its territory is water. Indonesia 
is one of the world’s largest seaweed producers, 
accounting for more than a third of global seaweed 
production. Indonesia’s seaweed exports were val-
ued at around US$200 million in 2014, with pro-
duction reportedly increasing at about 30% per 
year.

Indonesia is also the world’s largest producer 
of red seaweed, whose carbohydrate element is the 
key ingredient for bioplastics.

A recent report suggests that Indonesia is a high-
ly suitable place for red seaweed farming due to its 
climate, nutrients and geographical conditions.

Indonesia is also one step ahead of other coun-
tries in developing seaweed-based plastics. Indo-
nesian start-up Indonesia Evoware has invented 
cups and food containers made from farmed sea-
weeds and sold them commercially.

The invention shows seaweed’s huge poten-
tial as an alternative material for bioplastics. More 
research is needed to ensure that seaweed-based 
plastics can be applied to other plastic products. 
In the future, we hope that seaweed-based plastics 
will be comparable with conventional plastics.

With its potential, Indonesia should play a key 
role in developing ecofriendly-plastics from sea-
weed to avert a global plastic crisis. When water 
bottles or shopping bags from seaweed-based plas-
tics become waste, we will have nothing to worry 
about as the waste will just go back to where it 
came from.

[the writer is PhD candi-
date, Victoria University]

Seaweed, Indonesia’s answer 
to the global plastic crisis

DAVE MCGARVIE & REBECCA 
WILLIAMS
theconversation.com

Dozens of people have been killed, 
and with many more missing, af-

ter Volcán de Fuego (Fuego) in Guate-
mala erupted on June 3 2018.

In recent years, Fuego has reg-
ularly ejected small gas and ash 
eruptions, which hold little risk to 
surrounding populations. But Fuego 
also has a reputation for producing 
larger explosive eruptions. These 
larger eruptions have two main pri-
mary hazards – falling ash and bombs 
(collectively known as tephra), and 
pyroclastic lows. Of these two, pyro-
clastic lows are the big killers, and 
are responsible for the deaths from 
the latest eruption. So, just what are 
these lows and why are they such 
killers? And what can people do to 
avoid them?

Footage taken from a road bridge 
over a dry valley from on June 3 at 
Fuego shows what appears to be a 
soft and billowing ash cloud gently 
lowing down the volcano. It 

looks innocuous. Spectators 
and of icials watch mesmer-
ised, but then the cloud moves 
into the valley and heads di-
rectly towards the bridge. Un-
ease spreads and soon alarms 
sound before people rush 
away just in time. Footage 
shows the ash cloud quick-
ly pass under and then over 
the bridge. These spectators 
escaped death by seconds, as 
this benign-looking ash cloud 
is the notorious killer that is a 
pyroclastic low.

Pyroclastic lows (also 
known as pyroclastic densi-
ty currents) contain a hellish 
combination of hot rock frag-
ments (pyroclasts), super-
heated air, and volcanic gases. 
You can expect temperatures 

of 100-600°C and they can travel fast 
– very fast on steep slopes. Speeds 
generally range between 70-200mph, 
but they have been recorded reaching 
450mph. As they are heavier (dens-
er) than air, they tend to be funnelled 
into valleys. But their higher density 
also gives them momentum, so they 
can travel up the sides of valleys, 
and even over mountains. The worst 
place to be when a pyroclastic low 
is on the move is in a valley, which is 
why the spectators at the road bridge 
were lucky to escape. 

What surprised many volcanol-
ogists (including us) is that people 
were actually standing and taking 
pictures while watching this billow-
ing cloud descend. It is certainly a 
hypnotic and beautiful phenomenon 
to observe, but any volcanic cloud 
moving even vaguely in your direc-
tion is a clear sign to lee. This sug-
gests that further education of people 
living in and around Fuego of its vol-
canic hazards would not only be help-
ful, it would save lives.

It is rare that eruptions from 
Fuego produce such large pyroclas-
tic lows that travel so far. This leaves 
the authorities in an impossible situ-
ation. Because if you create exclusion 
zones based on worst-case scenarios, 
then decades if not centuries may 
pass without a worst-case eruption. 
And all that time people will be grum-
bling about good and fertile land be-
ing inaccessible without good reason.

OTHER DEADLY INCIDENTS
One notorious example of a pyroclas-
tic low happening elsewhere was the 
eruption of Mount Pelée on the island 
of Martinique on May 8 1902. Pyro-
clastic lows destroyed the town of 
Saint-Pierre and killed an estimated 
30,000 people. Only a handful sur-
vived, one of whom was a prisoner 
in a jail cell. This was the largest loss 
of life from a pyroclastic lows in the 
past two centuries.

One of the most famous historical 
examples of the devastation and loss of 
life caused by pyroclastic lows is what 
happened at Pompeii and Herculane-

um when Vesuvius erupted in 79AD. 
An important lesson from this eruption 
is the ickleness of human memory. Be-
cause Vesuvius had been dormant for 
at least 700 years, it wasn’t recognised 
as a potential threat.

Volcanologists know from their 
studies that the frequency of large 
eruptions at a speci ic volcano may 
be one every few centuries or every 
few thousand years. But on a human 
time scale these numbers lose im-
pact because there may be no aged 
relatives around who remember past 
eruptions, and so a complacent sense 
of “all is well” pervades.

Many communities living around 
volcanoes have other more immedi-
ate concerns, including other natural 
hazards. It’s an unresolved paradox. 
The eruption of Vesuvius produced 
a number of pyroclastic lows which 
led to the deaths of at least 1,400 peo-
ple, and the burial of the settlements 
by volcanic material. Recent excava-
tions revealed evidence of a new type 
of death from this eruption – a person 

being struck by a large block, 
possibly carried by one of the 
pyroclastic lows.

It is too early to tell what 
will happen next with Fuego. 
But given its recent history, this 
eruption is an unusually large 
and extreme event. Fortunate-
ly, these tend to be infrequent. 
It is sincerely hoped that there 
will be no sudden repeat of the 
large and far-travelled pyro-
clastic lows that took so many 
lives. Whatever happens, there 
will be a huge amount of work 
to do in rebuilding communi-
ties and working through col-
lective grief.

[Dave McGarvie is School 
of Physical Sciences, The 

Open University;  Rebecca 
Williams is Lecturer in Vol-

canology, University of Hull]

Fuego volcano: the deadly pyroclastic lows 
that have killed dozens in Guatemala
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ball,” he said before the 
match when asked about 
Chhetri.

Former India crick-
eters V V S Laxman and 
Virender Sehwag also 
congratulated Chhetri on 
achieving the feat.

“Congratulations In-
dia on beating Kenya 
3-0 in #Intercontinen-
talCup2018; Skipper @
chetrisunil11 was bril-
liant leading from the 
front, scoring twice in his 
100th match. Fantastic 
performance,” Laxman 
said.

“What a fantastic vic-
tory. Congratulations @
chetrisunil11 on your 
100th international 
match and for making 
it extra special with the 
two goals and a fantas-
tic victory in front of a 
packed stadium. Great 
news for @IndianFoot-
ball,” Sehwag tweeted.

Jeje Lalpekhlua, who 
also scored against Ken-
ya on Monday night, 
tweeted: “Captain, Lead-
er, Legend”.

Rathore, 
Tendulkar 
lead...
Contd from pg01

hary Group Food Private 
Limited (Wai Wai brand), 
Pepsico India, Perfetti 
Van Melle (all sweets/ 
chewing gums), Gupta 
Group, Laxmi Trading, 
Siliguri, Hindustan Uni-
lever Limited, Hindustan 
Coca-Cola Beverages Pri-
vate Limited, Mondelez 
India Foods Private Lim-
ited, Parle Agro Private 
Limited and ITC group. 

Apart from these, a 
host of other local (Sik-
kim Milk Union/ GFPF/ 
Sikkim Packaging Indus-
tries) and international 
companies (Nestle/Bis-
leri International) were 
also part of the trash that 
was recovered during the 
cleanup, it was revealed.

During the discussion 
session, the gathering fo-
cused on way forward to 
beat plastic pollution in 
Sikkim and discussed on 
mechanisms to strength-
en extended producer re-
sponsibility with compa-

nies that were putting the 
most plastics in the envi-
ronment, and supporting 
local entrepreneurs on 
developing alternatives 
to single use plastic items. 

A suggestion for each 
BAC to adopt their own 
bye laws for reducing 
plastic waste in their ar-
eas was also made. GMC 
Commissioner, Tsewang 
Gyachho mentioned that 
for popularizing alterna-
tives to single use plas-
tic items in a large scale, 
hotel and restaurant in-
dustry needed to be sen-
sitized and also provided 
with alternatives that 
were easily available. 

Speaking on the need 
for individuals to step up 
and take responsibility, 
Special Secretary [Rural 
Management and Devel-
opment Department], Anil  
Raj Rai stated that the gov-
ernment was geared up 
to beat plastic pollution 
and called for the support 
from everyone.  

The Himalayan Clean-
up which was carried 
across the 12 mountain 
states of India on May 
26, 2018 saw maximum 
participation from Sik-
kim. Almost 80 cleanup 
events had been regis-
tered throughout the 
State with participation 
of schools, organizations 
and Block Administrative 
Centers, with the objec-
tive being not only of 
cleaning up an area, but 
also to understand the 
waste types as well as the 
main polluting brands.

Working under the 
theme of Beat Plastic Pol-
lution which is the theme 
for World Environment 
Day 2018, the cleanup was 
aimed to understand and 
re lect on individual life-
style choices as well as to 
advocate for pinning the 
responsibility of waste on 
companies that were gen-
erating the plastic waste 
through extended produc-
er responsibility.

BEFORE THE LD. OATH COMMISSIONER 
OF SIKKIM AT GANGTOK

AFFIDAVIT
I, Changba Tamang, aged about 59 years, son of Late Ram Bahadur Ta-
mang, Buddhist by faith, by occupation Indian Army HQ 517 ASC BATTAL-
ION C/O 99 APO and a permanent resident of Near Rongli School, Upper 
Rongli Changeylakha, P.O. and P.S. Rongli, East Sikkim, do hereby solemn-
ly affi  rm and declare on oath as follows:-
1. That my actual and correct name is Changba Tamang which has been cor-

rectly recorded in all my relevant documents including Aadhaar card, Mar-
riage Certifi cate, Electoral Identity car bearing card No. UID0022947 issued 
by the Electoral Registration Offi  cer for 20-Chujachen Constituency.

2. That inadvertently, in my Service Book and Permanent Pass Ministry 
of Defence, Pass No. D 129046, Personal No. 6405706, and Controller 
of Defence Accounts [Fund] bearing no. 0082360 my name has been 
recorded as “Changpo”.

3. That in Controller of Defence Accounts [Fund] bearing no. 0082360, the 
name of my wife has been recorded as “Gongyee Sherpa” and in her 
Aadhaar Card, bearing Aadaar no. 6173 1235 021 her name is recorded 
as “Yanjeet Tamang” in place of her correct name “Yanjee Tamang” 
which has been correctly recorded in Electoral Identity card bearing no. 
UID0022905, issued by the Electoral Registration Offi  cer for 20- Chu-
jachen Constituency.

4. That this affi  davit is made bonafi de on oath declare that my actual and 
correct name is Changba Tamang and the person by the name Chang-
ba Tamang and Changpo are the name of one and same person i.e. 
myself. And the person by the name of Gongyee Sherpa, Yanjeet Ta-
mang and Yanjee Tamang are the names of one and same person i.e. 
my wife.

SD/-
DEPONENT

Multilayered plastics inundate 
Sikkim trash the most

Contd from pg01

es to non-Sikkim Subject holders 
as it will endanger the income tax 
exemption granted to the Sikkim 
Subject holders, he said.

“We must protect the income 
tax exemption given to the Sikkim 
Subject holders,” he said.

He also informed the gather-
ing about the cabinet’s decision 
regarding the purchase and sale 
of land belonging to different com-
munities.

“Lands belonging to Lim-
boo-Tamang community cannot 
be sold to other communities. The 
land belonging to Limboo-Tamang 
communities must be purchased 
and sold within the Limboo-Ta-
mang communities. Other com-
munities cannot buy their land like 
the law for lands of Bhutia-Lepcha 
community,” he said.

Similarly, lands measuring 10 
acre and below belonging to OBC 
[Central list] communities in Sik-
kim cannot be sold to other com-
munities. It must be sold within 
the OBC [Central list] communi-
ties of the state. Only land above 
10 acre can be sold to other com-
munities by the OBC [Central list] 
communities.

Similarly, lands measuring 10 
acre and below belonging to OBC 
[State list] cannot be sold to other 
communities. It must be sold with-
in the OBC [State list] communi-
ties.  Only land above 10 acre can 
be sold to other communities by 

the OBC [State list] communities. 
For this, they have to get special 
permission from the government.

The same decision has been 
taken for the SC communities of 
Sikkim, said the Chief Minister.

Also, no one from OBC [State 
list], OBC [Central list] and SC com-
munity can sell their land to any-
one if they have land measuring to 
only 3 acres.  Only in emergency 
situations they can sell such land 
with permission from the state 
government, he said.

This is being done to protect 
the land of the future generation. 
The future generation will have no 
land left if people sell their land 
even if they have only 3 acre or less 
land. Let no grandchildren be land-
less, said Mr Chamling.

He also informed about the 
Cabinet’s decision to provide 20% 
reservation for BL communities 
in panchayat and nagar pancha-
yats. There has been some chang-
es in the job reservation. Artistes, 
singers, musicans and others in 
art ield will get a 2% reservation 
in government jobs. Similarly, 
sportspersons will get 05% reser-
vation in government jobs. There 
is 5% reservation for BPL and one 
percent reservation each for the 
three categories of physically chal-
lenged persons, he said. 

There is 3% job reservation for 
ex-armymen and this time we have 
also included ex-personnel of As-
sam Ri les and BSF in this category, 

said the Chief Minister.
Whatever contract works, em-

ployment and business come to 
the villages, it must be all done by 
our people. We are bringing a law 
for 90% reservation for local per-
sons in hotels, industries, factories 
and other private sector. This must 
be done or else that establish-
ment would be shut down, said Mr 
Chamling. 

“We are holding a mega Start-
up Mela at Gangtok on July 17. I 
direct the Commerce & Industries 
Secretary to tour the districts and 
meet the unemployed youth who 
want to do start-ups and get loans 
for them from the banks and also 
provide 35% subsidy to them,” he 
said.

The Cabinet yesterday also 
decided that property share of 
Sikkimese women married to 
non-Subject holders would be 
registered in the name of that Sik-
kimese women. 

“Our daughters will be entitled 
to their inheritance and property 
of their parents even if they are 
married to non-Sikkim Subject 
holders. This is being done so 
there is no gender discrimination 
in Sikkim,” said Mr Chamling.

Earlier, Area MLA, BB Rai in 
his welcome address placed vari-
ous demands of the Namcheybong 
constituency.

The Chief Minister was also fe-
licitated for being the longest serv-
ing Chief Minister of the country.

Chief Minister’s public outreach...
Contd from pg01

SUMMIT REPORT
K , 05 J :

Kalimpong based Mani 
Trust launched its 

month-long environment 
awareness and commu-
nity based plantation 
programme under ‘Lets 
Save Environment’ today 
at Dhajey under Bhaluk-
hop Gram Panchayat in 
Kalimpong.

Project of icer, Pas-
sang Sherpa, in his ad-
dress informed about 
the organization’s initia-
tive to plant 15,000 tree 
saplings in Darjeeling, 
Kalimpong, Jalpaiguri 
and Alipurduar and the 

four districts of Sikkim 
during its month-long 
campaign.  

Founder, Mani Trust, 
Subhash Mani Singh fur-
ther informed that the 

initiative is not only fo-
cused on environment 
awareness but also aims 
to mobilize masses in 
plantation drives. 

“We have no control 

over natural calamities 
but we can always con-
tribute to save our planet 
by planting trees which 
helps heal the eco-sys-
tem,” he added.

Kalimpong’s Mani Trust launches
month-long plantation drive 

K , J  5 (PTI): 
West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee to-
day urged people to curb 
plastic pollution on the 
occasion of World Envi-
ronment Day.

“Today is World En-
vironment Day. Follow-
ing this year’s theme, 
let us pledge to beat 
plastic pollution. Let us 
pledge to make every day 
#WorldEnvironment-
Day,” the CM tweeted this 
morning.

India is the global 
host of 2018 World En-
vironment Day celebra-
tions. With “Beat Plastic 
Pollution” as the theme 
for this year’s edition, 
countries would be com-
ing together to combat 
this particular environ-
ment concern.

The West Bengal 
Pollution Control Board 
(WBPCB) today organ-
ised a programme at its 
headquarters on this oc-
casion.

Speaking at the pro-
gramme, Kalyan Rudra, 
the chairman of WBPCB, 
said people need to take 
“constructive steps” to 
end the menace of plastic 
pollution.

“We must refrain 

from burning plastic 
openly. Also, people 
should stop littering 
plastic waste on roads, 
water bodies and sea 
beaches. Whenever you 
use plastic carry bags, 
ensure that the thickness 
is more than 50 microns,” 
he said.

Rudra also advocat-
ed segregation of plastic 
waste at source.

“Local authorities, be 
it urban or rural, should 
provide bins for drop-
ping recyclable waste,” 
he said, adding that pol-
lution board was coordi-
nating with several civic 
bodies in south Bengal 
on this issue.

As per the 2015 Cen-

tral Pollution Control 
Board (CPCB) report, 
3670 tonne of solid waste 
was generated in Kolk-
ata every day, of which 
425.72 tonne happened 
to be plastic waste, Rudra 
told reporters.

“We must stop using 
disposable plastic bags 
(below 50 microns),” he 
said.

At Alliance Francaise 
du Bengale, a paper-bag 
making workshop was 
arranged this morning 
for people of different 
age groups.

“The workshop was 
aimed at making people 
aware of eco-friendly 
products,” a spokesman 
at the centre said.

Situation 
in Shillong 
will become 
normal 
soon: MoS 
Home
H , J  5 
(PTI): Union Minister of 
State for Home Hansraj 
Ahir today expressed 
hope that the situation 
in violence-hit Shillong in 
Meghalaya would return 
to normalcy soon.

“Our battalion has 
gone there. Military is 
also taking care. We hope 
it will become peaceful,” 
he told PTI here on the 
sidelines of an event.

The Meghalaya cap-
ital has been in the grip 
of violence since Thurs-
day following a clash be-
tween the Sikh residents 
of its Punjabi Lane area 
and the Khasi drivers of 
state-run buses.

Life was limping back 
to normalcy in with no 
fresh clashes reported 
even as authorities reim-
posed curfew in the en-
tire city this evening as a 
precautionary measure.

Ahir was speaking 
on the sidelines of felic-
itation of K Ramulu on 
completion of one year in 
of ice as member of Na-
tional SC Commission.

The Union Minister 
said the NDA govern-
ment was committed to 
ensuring justice to Dalits, 
Adivasis, OBCs and all 
other sections.

Asserting that it 
would not let any injus-
tice against SCs and STs, 
he said the government 
would take legislative 
measures, if need be, to 
ensure more protection 
for them.

Union Social Justice 
and Empowerment Min-
ister Thawarchand Ge-
hlot, who spoke earlier, 
said the BJP-led NDA gov-
ernment worked for de-
velopment and harmony 
among different sections 
of society.

Noting that the gov-
ernment had strength-
ened the SCs/STs (Pre-
vention of Atrocities Act), 
he said a compensation 
of more than Rs eight 
lakh is provided to be 
given to the victims.

Mamata Banerjee
urges people to curb

plastic pollution
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R  D  J , J  5 (AP): There’s no 
chance Tite or any of his players will forget 
the score of Brazil’s humiliating semi inal 
loss at the last World Cup.

Supporters of the Selecao still ensure it 
echoes in their ears: 7-1.

As high-pro ile Brazil players walked 
off the pitch following a recent training 
session at 

Teresopolis, a few dozen disgruntled 
fans chanted “7-1.” 

That loss to Germany in the 2014 
World Cup semi inals will be in the back of 
the minds of the Brazil players whenever 
they start a match in Russia, particularly 
the six who were involved in that squad.

But the current group is very different 
from the group that lopped at home four 
years ago. After a series of changes im-
plemented by coach Tite since September 
2016, the ive-time World Cup champions 
once again are considered title contenders.

After hearing the negative chants at the 
training ground recently, four-time World 
Cup winner Mario Zagallo expressed op-
timism the humilation could make Brazil 
stronger this time.

“That 7-1 will sting forever,” the 
86-year-old Zagallo told The Associated 
Press.

“But Tite and Neymar give us hope 
again. In 2014 we didn’t have our best in 
the World Cup. Now players will ight for 
positions - the mindset has changed.” 

Tite took over as coach after Brazil had 
two troubled years under Dunga. A mod-
ern and disciplined tactician, he is has in-
sisted the national team openly confront 
its humiliation.

With a new resolve, Brazil became so 
effective that it was the irst team to qual-
ify for Russia. His 4-1-4-1 tactics, sharp-

ened after a series of conversations with 
Carlo Ancelotti, has shaped the right mix 
of players.

Instead of low-scoring target man 
Fred, Brazil now has 21-year-old Gabriel 
Jesus up front. If the Manchester City strik-
er underperforms, Tite could still count on 
Liverpool’s Roberto Firmino, whereas four 
years ago Luiz Felipe Scolari had to count 

on Jo.
The agile Philippe Coutinho has taken 

the spot occupied four years ago by Os-
car, and 26-year-old Neymar - recovering 
from right foot surgery - has matured and 
offers a bigger threat in front of goal than 
in 2014.

Brazil’s defense in 2018 is also superi-
or to the 2014 lineup.

Casemiro, a four-time Champions 
League winner with Real Madrid, has re-
placed Luiz Gustavo. Defender Marquin-
hos is more skilled than Dante and more 
secure than David Luiz, the two central 
defenders who contributed to Brazil’s big 
loss.

After securing a spot at the World Cup, 
Tite turned his attention to a different ob-

jective: treating the psychological scars of 
the 7-1 defeat.

“The irst step is to play a friendly 
against them, wherever they want, in Ger-
many,” Tite told the AP a year after getting 
the job. “We need to play away so we feel 
that weight.” Brazil beat Germany 1-0 in 
Berlin in March, despite having Neymar 
out injured.

It was another step in the right direc-
tion for a team tasked with overcoming 
the most embarrassing loss in the coun-
try’s proud football history.

Marcelo, Fernandinho, Willian and 
Paulinho are the only Brazilians who 
played in that 2014 semi inal match and 
are still in the national team. Neymar was 
out with a fractured vertebrae and Thiago 
Silva was suspended.

“That was the worst night of my life,” 
Fernandinho told TV Globo.

“But now we have a chance to turn the 
table, try again. And we have a big chance 
to end it in a better fashion.” 

Despite Brazil’s good recent form, 
many fans remain apprehensive. Store 
managers have reported slow sales of 
Brazil lags and shirts. It could be because 
of the country’s long economy crisis, but 
it could also be that the con idence of 
the current group of players is still yet to 
reach most fans.

Retiree Thomas Alves hasn’t given 
up, recently heading to a Rio de Janeiro 
shopping mall to buy a new TV “because 
I watched the 7-1 in the one I have now.” 

“If we don’t do well again, at least it 
won’t be another hammering,” he said, 
joking that he’d hand off the old TV set to 
somebody who supports a rival team.

“Just in case, I will give my old one to 
an Argentinian friend.

Brazil aims to change echo of defeat to sound of celebration

Z , J  5 (AP): FIFA can afford to 
have Morocco host the 2026 World Cup, 
according to President Gianni Infantino, 
even if the rival North American bid prom-
ises billions of dollars more in revenue.

Ahead of next week’s vote by FIFA 
member federations in Moscow, Infantino 
said on Monday: “FIFA can afford whatev-
er the congress decides.” 

“We have to live with that and to make 
the best of any decision which is taken,” 
said the FIFA leader, who Moroccan bid 
leaders have publicly suspected of favoring 
the joint United States-Canada-Mexico bid.

In a FIFA panel’s evaluation of the can-
didates, the North American bid got the 
only maximum mark for its tickets and 
corporate hospitality sales plan.

A difference in projected ticket sales 
of USD 1.3 billion between the two bids 
helped lead the report to note “signi icant-
ly higher” forecast revenue of USD14.3 
billion from North Americans and USD 7.2 
billion from Morocco.

“Money is one element (but) not the 
only element” in the report, Infantino said, 
revealing that FIFA will top 6 billion in-
come during the four-year inancial period 

for the 2018 World Cup.
The evaluation team also emphasized 

a signi icant overall risk posed by Moroc-
co’s plan to build or renovate all of its sta-
diums, almost all team training sites, and 
many hotels.

“What our task has been is to make 
sure the process is as objective, as clear as 
possible, and to highlight the pros and the 
cons of everything,” Infantino said.

Up to 207 voting federations, many of 
whom rely on the USD 1.5 million annual 
grant promised by FIFA over the next four 
years, can ignore the panel’s work.

Infantino would not be drawn on 
whether U.S. President Donald Trump’s 
public comments could be a factor in the 
June 13 poll either driving voters toward 
Morocco, or winning them with veiled 
threats of consequences for countries not 

supporting the American bid. FIFA will 
publish how federations voted.

“I hope when they vote they think what 
is best for football, de initely not on other 
subjective criteria that they might have for 
themselves,” Infantino said.

FIFA is heavily focused on two future 
World Cups at its annual congress even 
before the 2018 tournament kicks off one 
day later.

Infantino will ask members for per-
mission to open talks on adding 16 more 
teams to the 2022 World Cup in Qatar. 
Hosting 48 teams could mean sharing 
games with other Middle East nations to 
ind up to four extra stadiums Qatar cur-

rently does not plan to build.
“Whether this is possible to be done 

only in Qatar, of course, is a question 
mark,” Infantino acknowledged, adding 
Qatar was never formally asked to host a 
48-team event alone.

Any consultation on the 2022 World 
Cup must reach a decision by FIFA’s June 
2019 congress, he said. The one-year 
deadline would begin during a blockade 
of Qatar begun one year ago by regional 
rivals including Saudi Arabia, who in that 

time have seemed more in luential in FI-
FA’s business.

“I think I have good relations with every-
one in the (Gulf) region because I focus on 
football, and not on politics,” Infantino said.

However, Infantino insisted his Club 
World Cup proposal part of a 25 billion of-
fer by unidenti ied investors to back new 
FIFA competitions was “nothing to do with 
Saudi Arabia.” 

He said other investors have ap-
proached now it is known FIFA could en-
ter a 12-year partnership with commer-
cial interests to run the club event, and a 
global Nations League.

“It’s fantastic,” Infantino said.
“We should be proud and happy for 

that. We need to get away in FIFA from 
having just one tournament, one month, 
every four years and thinking that this is 
enough to develop football in the world.” 

The USD 25 billion offer is on hold until 
after a Russian World Cup that Infantino 
said has only “minor, minor things” left to 
organize.

“I have never seen a country that has 
done so much for welcoming the fans as 
Russia is doing,” he said

Infantino says FIFA can afford Morocco to host 2026 WCup

C  (US), J  5 (PTI): 
Shubhankar Sharma’s magni i-
cent year continued as the Indian 
grabbed a spot in next week’s US 
Open Golf Championships with a 
solid display of 69-68 in the qual-
i iers here.

The prestigious tournament 
will be held at the the Shinnecock 
Hills. 

In the quali iers held at 
Brookside GCC and Lakes Golf and 
Country Club, the 21-year-old was 
tied ifth.

Two other Indians -- Shiv Ka-
pur -- playing the quali ier at Wal-
ton Heath, Surrey -- Arjun Atwal 
-- playing in Tennessee -- failed to 
earn a spot.

A thrilled Sharma said, “It was 
a great day for me. It was a long 
one with 36 holes but I am glad I 
played the Brookside in the morning 
as it is tougher with smaller greens. 
I grinded it out for a 69.” 

He added, “But it was nervy end-
ing on the 18th (in second round). I 
hit to the left off the tee and it took 
a bad bounce and it went into the 
rough. I had a terrible lie and I had 
to hit with one foot in the bunker 
with 150 yards to the front of the 
green.

“I hit a 9-Iron, which stayed short 
and again in the rough, thick lie. But 
I made a great up and down. I hit a 
good chip to 10 feet and holed it for 

par. At that stage I did not know the 
scores and felt that I needed to make 
par to have any chance.” 

Sharma has already played the 
Masters this year on a special invite 
and has now quali ied for the US 
Open. 

Earlier he earned a spot into the 
Open Championships at Carnoust-
ie after winning the Joburg Open. 
He needs to stay in Top-100 of the 
world to play the last Major, the PGA 
Championships.

Shrugging aside the disappoint-
ment of missing the cut at the Me-
morial, Sharma shot 3-under 69 
with six birdies and three bogeys in 

the irst round. 
In the second round he was all 

aggression as he eagled the Par-5 
third and added birdies on ifth and 
seventh and turned in 4-under for 
the round and 7-under for the qual-
i iers. 

A double bogey on Par-3 11th 
threatened his campaign before he 
showed great determination to hole 
back-to-back birdies on 15th and 
16th and hold on to pars on last two 
holes.

Korea’s Sungjae Im (67-68) 
shared the top spot with Shane Low-
ry (68-67). Keegan Bradley (66-70) 
and Brian Gay (68-68) were Tied-

3rd, while Sharma was Tied-5th 
with Russell Knox, Michael Put-
nam and two others. 

Adam Scott parred his last 
four holes after bogeying 11th and 
14th to ind himself in a ive-way 
tie for 10th place, which enabled 
him to squeeze in for his 67th suc-
cessive Major appearance.

Scott has played every Major 
since the 2001 British Open. His 
streak is second only to Sergio 
Garcia’s sequence of 75 appear-
ances.

Kapur, who has quali ied in 
the past from Surrey, shot 74 in 
the irst round and then with-
drew. Andrew Johnston won the 
honours and the quali iers also 
included Hero Indian Open win-
ner, Matt Wallace, who inished 

ahead of Shubhankar at the Indian 
event. Padraig Harrington and Lee 
Westwood failed to qualify from this 
venue.

Arjun Atwal missed qualifying 
from Tennessee as he shot 72-71. 
Sam Burns, Steve Stricker and Aar-
on Wise were among the 11 players 
making the US Open from there.

Of the 12 Sectional quali iers, 11 
were held on Monday. The quali ier 
in Japan was held last month with 
three players going through while 
14 went in from Walton Heath. The 
11 quali iers in the US had about 50 
spots available.

Gritty Shubhankar quali ies for US Open

P , J  5 (PTI): Wild cards 
Ruma Gaikaiwari and Saina 
Deshpande knocked out seeds 
to enter the girls singles quar-
ter inals of the MSLTA KPIT - 
Arun Wakankar Memorial ATF 
Asian under 14 Series Tennis 
Tournament here today.

In the girls second round, 
Ruma upset seventh seed 
Saumya Ronde 6-4,7-6(5), 
while Saina toppled eighth 
seed Kaashvi Thapliyal 6-2, 6-2 

to enter the last eight.
In the boys section, ifth 

seed Daksh Agarwal struggled 
to get past Joshua Eapen 7-5,5-
7,6-2, while Saharia came from 
loss of the opening set to sur-
vive against Ashwin Manikan-
dan 4-6,7-5,6-2.

Top seed Shivam Kadam 
staved off a challenge from 
wild card Siddharth Marathe 
6-7(4),6-2,6-0 to make it to the 
last eight stage.

Wild cards
Ruma, Saina in 

last eight at tennis 
tournament
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KUTSHE SHEGU
The 49th Day Kutshe Shegu of 
our beloved father late Kaching 
Bhutia (Dorjee Lobhay of Kabi 
Gumpa) who left for his heavenly 
abode on 18th April’2018 falls on 
6th June’2018.   All friends, well 
wishers and relatives are request-
ed to join us in offering prayer for 
the departed soul at our resident 
at Kabi near BAC in North Sik-
kim.  We would also like to thank 
all those who stood by us during 

our time of bereavement and regret our inability to 
thank them individually.

Mr. Pintso Tashi Dozepa (son) 7550801904, Mrs. 
Namgay Bhutia (wife), Mrs. Ongmu Tongden 

Lepcha (Daughter ) 9434870338, Mrs. Hissay 
Bhutia (Daughter-in-law) 7076335196, Mrs. Lad-
en Bhutia (Daughter) 8967035867, Mrs. Dechen 

Dolkar Lachungpa (Daughter) 8768926989

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
LAW, LEGAL, LEGISLATIVE & PARLIA-

MENTARY AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT
GANGTOK, SIKKIM -737101

No. 162/LLLPAD/18      Date: 01.06.2018

NOTICE
Whereas, vide Notice No. 158/LLL& PAD/18 dated 

11/05/2018, applications were invited for the post of Assistant 
Government Advocate-cum-Assistant Public Prosecutor from 
the interested advocates having more than one year of regular 
practice in the Bar. The applications were to be sent through 
registered post/speed post with AD so as to reach to the of-
fi ce of the LR-cum-Secretary, LLL&PA Department on or before 
31/05/2018.

And whereas, it has been informed that the Post Offi  ce em-
ployees had gone on strike for a number of days during the 
third/last week of May, 2018, owing to which many of the as-
piring candidates could not submit their application within the 
stipulated time.

Therefore, with a view to off er ample opportunity to all the 
aspiring candidates to submit their application, it is hereby 
informed that the applications received till 15/06/2018 shall 
be accepted. However, all applications should be sent only 
through registered post/speed post with AD. Applications re-
ceived through any other mode shall not be accepted.

Sd/-
DEPUTY SECRETARY TO THE 

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
LAS, LEGAL, LEGISLATIVE & PARLIAMENTARY 

AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT.
R.O.No. 118/ipr/pub/classi./18-19 dt. 4.6.2018

W , J  5 (PTI): 
The preparations for the sum-
mit between US President 
Donald Trump and North Ko-
rean leader Kim Jong-un next 
Tuesday in Singapore are go-
ing well with “signi icant prog-
ress” made, the White House 
said today, painting an upbeat 
picture of the unprecedented 
meeting.

White House Press Secre-
tary Sarah Sanders said the two 
leaders would irst meet at 9:00 
am local time (6:30 am IST) and 
that President Trump was re-
ceiving daily brie ings from his 
national security team.

With just one week to go 
to the summit, hosted by Sin-
gapore, very few details have 
been publicly con irmed.

It remains unclear exactly 
where in the city state the two 
leaders will meet.

But Washington has made it 
clear that sanctions would not be 
lifted against North Korea unless 

it gave up its nuclear weapons.
Commenting on the up-

coming summit, Sanders said, 
“I can tell you the president 
has been receiving daily brief-
ings on North Korea from his 
national security team, and I 
can also tell you the schedule 
tentatively, for that irst meet-
ing will be on June 12 at 9:00 
AM Singapore time, and take 
place June 11, 9:00 PM East 

Coast time.” 
The Trump administration, 

she said, is actively preparing 
for the summit between the US 
President and the North Kore-
an leader.

There was initially much 
uncertainty over whether the 
summit would go ahead at all, 
and it was brie ly called off last 
month by Trump after a dis-
pute with the North Koreans.

“The advance team in Sin-
gapore is inalising logistical 
preparations and will remain 
in place until the summit be-
gins. In the Demilitarised Zone, 
the US Ambassador’s delega-
tion continues diplomatic ne-
gotiations with the North Ko-
rean delegation. Discussions 
have been very positive, and 
signi icant progress has been 
made,” Sanders said.

Last week, Trump met with 
a top North Korean of icial at 
the White House to plan for 
the summit. Kim Yong Chol, a 
top aide of Kim handed over to 
Trump a letter from the North 
Korean leader.

“I am not going to get into 
the speci ics of the letter, but as 
the president said, they were 
interesting, and we feel like 
things are continuing to move 
forward, and good progress 
has been made, and we’re con-
tinuing to prepare for the pres-
ident’s summit,” Sanders said.

When asked whether Trump 
supports a meeting between 
Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin and Kim, she said the focus 
of the administration right now 
was the President’s meeting 
with the North Korean leader. 
“And the President will make 
his views known directly to him 
when we’re in Singapore, and 
our focus will continue to be on 
denuclearisation,” Sanders said.

Responding to a question on 
“maximum pressure” policy on 
North Korea, the press secre-
tary said the US policy towards 
Pyongyang has not changed. 

Trump has credited his 
“maximum pressure” policy 
with bringing North Korea to 
the negotiating table.

“Our policy hasn’t changed. 
And as the president stated, 
we have sanctions on. They’re 
very powerful, and we would 
not take those sanctions off 
unless North Korea denuclear-
ises,” she said.

Trump-Kim summit to take place at
9 am on June 12: White House

Of icials have warned it will take time to identify those killed following the powerful eruption of Guatemala’s Volcano of Fire. At least 69 
people, including children, are known to have died after rivers of lava made their way through remote mountain hamlets - but only 17 

have been identi ied so far. An of icial from the National Institute of Forensic Sciences said: “It is very dif icult for us to identify them be-
cause some of the dead lost their features or their ingerprints. We are going to have to resort to other methods... and if possible take DNA 
samples to identify them.”

J , J  5 (AFP): Israel’s 
intelligence minister today called 
for a military coalition against Iran 
if the Islamic Republic were to defy 
world powers by enriching mili-
tary-grade uranium.

Yisrael Katz’s remarks came as 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu began visiting Europe-
an leaders to discuss Iran’s region-
al involvement and nuclear pro-
gramme, both seen by the Jewish 
state as grave threats.

European powers have been 
scrambling to preserve a land-
mark deal over Tehran’s nuclear 
programme since US President 
Donald Trump announced Wash-
ington’s withdrawal from the trea-
ty in May.

Katz addressed Tehran’s threat 
to restart uranium enrichment at 
an “industrial level” if the 2015 
pact falls apart.

“If the Iranians don’t surrender 
now, and try to return” to unsuper-
vised uranium enrichment, “there 
should be a clear statement by the 
President of the United States and 
all of the Western coalition,” he 
said.

“The Arabs and Israel surely 
would be there too.” 

The message should be that “if 
the Iranians return” to enriching 
uranium that could enable them to 
build a nuclear bomb, “a military 
coalition will be formed against 

them,” Katz told Israeli public ra-
dio station Kan.

Iran’s supreme leader Aya-
tollah Ali Khamenei yesterday 
warned European leaders to drop 
their “dream” of Tehran continu-
ing to curb its nuclear programme 
despite renewed economic sanc-
tions.

He also called Israel a “ma-
lignant cancerous tumour” that 
should be removed.

The Iran deal paved the way 
for the partial lifting of interna-
tional sanctions against the coun-
try, in exchange for Tehran curbing 
its nuclear programme for several 
years.

Israel argues the lifting of sanc-
tions under the nuclear deal al-
lowed Iran to expand its presence 
in the Middle East, both through its 
own forces and with proxy groups.

It also says the time limits on 
the accord do not guarantee Iran 
will not eventually obtain nuclear 
weapons, while it also wants to see 
restrictions on Iranian missile de-
velopment.

Iran denies the pursuit of an 
atomic programme for military 
purposes.

In his meeting with German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel, Ne-
tanyahu warned that Iran was 
“seeking nuclear weapons to carry 
out its genocidal designs.” 

“It’s important to prevent Iran 
from getting a nuclear weapon. We 
commit, and I commit again, that 
we will not let that happen,” he 
said yesterday.

Netanyahu will meet French 
President Emmanuel Macron and 
British Prime Minister Theresa 
May.

Israel calls for ‘military coalition’
if Iran boosts enrichment

A  (G -
), J  5 (AFP): Res-

cue workers pulled more 
bodies today from under 
the dust and rubble left 
by an explosive eruption 
of Guatemala’s Fuego 
volcano, bringing the 
death toll to at least 65.

Disaster Relief Agen-
cy spokesman David de 
Leon told a brie ing that 
after hours of searching 
for survivors, the num-
ber of dead had hit at 
least 65.

In addition, there are 
46 people injured, most 
of them seriously, more 
than 1.7 million being hit 
by the disaster, including 
3,271 ordered evacuat-
ed and 1,787 in shelters 
in the departments of 
Escuintla, Sacatepequez 
and Chimaltenango since 
Sunday’s eruption.

The 3,763-metre vol-
cano erupted early Sun-
day, spewing out towering 
plumes of ash and a hail of 
iery rock fragments with 

scalding mud.Authorities 
had warned the death toll 
could rise after searches 
resumed for survivors in 
communities on the moun-
tain’s southern lank.

After an initial toll of 
25 dead, it was revised 
upwards within hours as 
bodies were recovered 
from villages razed by 
the tumbling mud.

“There are missing 
persons, but we do not 
know how many,” said 
Sergio Cabanas of Guate-
mala’s disaster manage-
ment agency. A roll call 
of communities on the 
slopes of the volcano was 
under way.

The speed and feroc-
ity of the eruption took 
mountain communities 
by surprise, with many 
of the dead found in or 
around their homes.

Cabanas said those 
who were killed had been 
overrun by fast-moving 
burning material dis-
charged by the volcano 
Sunday. Communities lo-
cated on its southern slope 
were the worst hit. Several 
of the dead were children.

An AFP journalist saw 
at least three bodies burned 
in the rubble of the village 
of San Miguel Los Lotes, 
where rescue workers, sol-
diers and police were des-
perately searching for sur-
vivors.Dead dogs, chickens 
and ducks also lay among 
the mud and ash, much of it 
still smoking.

“I do not want to 
leave, but go back, and 
there is nothing I can 
do to save my family,” a 
weeping Eufemia Gar-
cia, 48, told AFP. She was 
searching for her three 
children, her mother, 
nephews and siblings.

Toll rises in
Guatemala 

volcano as more 
bodies recovered

Three 
soldiers killed 
in IS attack 
in Pakistan
K , J  5 (PTI): 
Two heavily-armed Is-
lamic State bombers at-
tacked a security post 
in Pakistan’s restive Ba-
lochistan province , kill-
ing at least three para-
military soldiers and in-
juring four others.

Two bombers 
attacked the check post 
of paramilitary Frontier 
Corps (FC) near Mastung 
city of the province, a 
security of icial said 
yesterday.

One attacker was 
killed in the exchange of 
ire with soldiers while 

other blew himself up, 
according to the security 
sources.

They said that three 
soldiers were killed and 
four injured in the gun 
battle and ensuing sui-
cide bombing.

A statement posted 
on an IS-af iliated web-
site has identi ied the 
two bombers as Muham-
mad al-Khurasani and 
Ridhwan al-Khurasani. 

They were armed 
with machine guns and 
explosive vests.

Balochistan has 
also been the scene of a 
low-level insurgency by 
separatist groups that 
demand a greater share 
of the province’s re-
sources.
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EtCETERA

Supermodel Gigi Hadid clicked in a colorful, 
unique red carpet look at CFDA Awards in 

New York City. 

ARIES: Friends in creative fi elds 
might join forces with you today 
to start a new project that makes a 
diff erence to all of you, Aries. This 
could be something as mundane 
as a garden in a park or as exciting 
as a new rock band. If you’ve been 
thinking of moving in an artistic 
direction, this is the day to make 
plans. You’re determined and fo-
cused and your inspiration and 
enthusiasm are high.
TAURUS: The desire to ac-
quire more knowledge is front 
and center today, Taurus. A lec-
ture or workshop might lead to 
plans for a vacation of some kind 
with friends or other members 
of a group you’re affi  liated with. 
Family members might also show 
an interest. You could all review 
the possibilities together and jot 

ideas. The energy and enthusiasm 
of everyone around you is high, 
so make the most of their ideas.    
GEMINI: Enthusiasm for your 
own ideas as well as for those of 
others could catapult you into the 
spotlight today, Gemini. You might 
speak to a group, perhaps on sci-
entifi c or occult subjects. You’re 
on an emotional high and looking 
forward to the future. You’ve got 
a lot of plans that are not only ex-
citing but also workable. Make the 
most of them, and don’t be afraid to 
share them with others.  
CANCER: Social events could 
put you in touch with some in-
teresting and exciting new people 
from distant places. You might 
discuss business, but not boring 
shoptalk. Rather, you may have 
some intriguing yet workable 

ideas for future projects that 
could make a diff erence to you 
and others. If you’ve been think-
ing about forming a new partner-
ship, Cancer, this is an auspicious 
day for serious discussion.  
LEO: Today you’re likely to be 
more focused than usual on what-
ever it is you have to do, Leo, 
whether chores around the house 
and yard or important projects of 
your own. Your mind is especial-
ly sharp and in tune with your 
feelings. Dreams and imaginings 
might prove to be valuable sourc-
es of inspiration. At some point, 
your mind might turn to travel, 
the acquisition of new knowl-
edge, or both. Enjoy your day.  
VIRGO: Romance is center stage 
today as social events put you in 
touch with interesting people of 

both sexes, Virgo. If you’re al-
ready involved, expect to grow 
closer to your partner. If you ar-
en’t, don’t be surprised if someone 
new comes into your life. Stimu-
lating discussions about various 
subjects set your imagination go-
ing and increase your desire to 
learn more. Enjoy your day.    
LIBRA: The approaching arriv-
al of visitors, perhaps in relation 
to a group activity or social event 
you’re hosting, could necessitate 
a last-minute cleanup and perhaps 
even a little redecorating. More 
than one person is likely to come to 
your door today, Libra, and all who 
visit are likely to bring interesting 
news and useful information. By 
day’s end your energy and enthu-
siasm should be much higher than 
they were in the morning.

SCORPIO: Romance intensifi es 
as communication is enhanced by 
the energy, enthusiasm, and focus 
of you and your partner, Scorpio. 
If you aren’t already involved, 
you might meet someone new 
and exciting who shares your in-
terests, and perhaps doesn’t live 
all that far away. Expect to make 
a lot of short trips in your neigh-
borhood, perhaps visiting friends 
or neighbors. If you’ve been 
thinking of moving, you might 
do a little house hunting.  
SAGITTARIUS: An opportuni-
ty to do some extra work might 
come your way today, Sagittari-
us. Don’t turn it down - it might 
do you a lot of good. You’ll prob-
ably enjoy being at home, wheth-
er you’re working or relaxing, 
as happiness seems to reign in 

the home at this time. Members 
of your household all seem to be 
content with their lives, and thus 
are great company. Enjoy.  
CAPRICORN: Contact with oth-
ers in your neighborhood brings 
good news your way, Capricorn. 
Phone calls, emails, or time spent 
in the car could result in some 
kind of fi nancial advancement. 
You feel especially focused right 
now, and your intellect and emo-
tions are in accord with what you 
need to do to accomplish your 
goals. Your physical energy and 
enthusiasm are strong, as is your 
determination. Go for the gold.
AQUARIUS: Aquarius, today 
you might hear of opportunities 
coming from an unusual source 
and consider taking advantage of 
them. Values take a more spiritu-

al turn as your material goals are 
reached. You might make plans 
to participate more in activities 
like yoga, meditation, church 
services, or other groups with a 
metaphysical focus, and you’re 
looking forward to it. Someone 
close to you might recommend 
some interesting books.  
PISCES: Group activities might 
prove especially intellectually 
and emotionally gratifying at this 
time, Pisces. Relationships with 
old friends grow stronger, and 
new friends may also come onto 
the scene. Among them might 
be people in your profession. 
Through them you might learn 
of new opportunities to advance 
your career. Expect an inspiring 
story of some kind to move you 
to tears. Don’t fi ght it.
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Shashanka Ghosh’s Veere Di Wedding has 
reportedly earned Rs 35.5 crores in its 

opening weekend, according to industry 
sources. The ilm is led by an all-female cast 
of Kareena Kapoor, Sonam K Ahuja, Swara 
Bhaskar and Shikha Talsania.

Produced by Balaji Motion Pictures, Anil 
Kapoor Films and Communication Network 
and Saffron Broadcast & Media, Veere Di 
Wedding was released across an estimated 
2,177 screens on June 1. The comedy follows 
the friendship between four women, which is 
tested when one of them decides to get gets 
married. Marketed as a bold and uninhibited 
take on female friendship, the movie’s freely 
cussing and sexually liberated lead characters 
have been making headlines ever since the 
trailer was released.

After its release, the movie found itself in the 
middle of a social media storm. One scene fea-
turing Swara Bhaskar’s character Sakshi plea-
suring herself was both criticised and praised.

A few Twitter users noticed a pattern in 
all the tweets that found the scene offensive. 
All of them were similarly worded and were 
by users who claimed that the scene em-
barrassed their grandmothers who came to 
watch the ilm with them.

Swara Bhaskar eventually called out the 
trolls when the pattern became evident.

Bhaskar was also targetted for her views 
on Pakistan, where Veere Di Wedding has 
been banned. Pakistani actress Urwa Hocane 
took to Twitter to post what she claimed were 
two contrasting views held by Bhaskar about 
Pakistan.

VEERE DI WEDDING GETS STRONG OPENING
WEEKEND AT THE BOX OFFICE

Kanye West has said he 
was diagnosed with a 

“mental condition” at the age 
of 39, although he hasn’t said 
what it is.

The 40-year-old revealed 
the news during a radio in-
terview after releasing his 
new album Ye at a listening 
party in Wyoming late last 
week.

The 21-time Grammy 
Award-winning rapper said: 
“I had never been diagnosed 
until I was, like, 39 years old.”

Regarding the “mental 
condition”, he added: “Like I 
said on the album, it’s not a 
disability, it’s a superpower.”

It is not known what the 
condition is but West has re-
ferred to bipolar disorder in 
the album and the artwork 
features a photo of moun-
tains with the words: “I hate 

being bipolar it’s awesome”.
Asked how he decided 

on the album name, he told 
radio personality Big Boy: “I 
believe ‘ye’ is the most com-
monly used word in the Bible.

“And in the Bible, it means 
‘you’.

“So... I’m you. I’m us. It’s 
us... I’m just more of a re lec-
tion of who we are.”

Big Boy asked him if he 

used music as an outlet for 
his feelings and he replied: 
“I’m so blessed and so 
privileged.

“Think about people that 
have mental issues (who) are 
not Kanye West and can’t go 
and make that (music).

“I think everybody’s got 
something but it’s not a dis-
ability - it’s a superpower.”

West was recently the 

target of criticism after an 
interview with TMZ during 
which he suggested slavery 
in America was “a choice”.

He referred to the episode 
on the album with the lyrics: 
“They said build your own, 
I said, ‘How, Sway?’ I said 
slavery’s a choice, they said, 
‘How, Ye?’ Just imagine if they 
caught me on a wild day.”

In April he returned to 
Twitter after an 11-month 
silence, saying he was pub-
lishing a philosophy book “in 
real time” straight to the so-
cial media website.

He has also tweeted that 
President Donald Trump was 
his “brother” and that they 
were both “dragon energy”, 
adding: “You don’t have to 
agree with Trump but the 
mob can’t make me not love 
him.”

It looks like everyone’s favorite pink-
clad lawyer, Elle Woods, is about ready 

to make her big comeback as MGM is 
moving forward with plans for Legally 
Blonde 3, with Reese Witherspoon in 
talks to return.

The irst Legally Blonde movie pre-
miered in 2001. The ilm, which starred 
Witherspoon, focused on the life of a 
seemingly shallow sorority girl, Elle 
Woods, who suddenly decides that she 
would apply to Harvard Law School. 
Somehow, she gets in and hilarity en-
sures, but Elle eventually shows her 
peers that she actually has a knack for 
the profession. The movie went on to 
become the sleeper hit of the year and 
even gathered a few Golden Globe nom-
inations. In the 2003 sequel, Legally 
Blonde 2: Red, White and Blonde, Elle 
takes her skills to Washington, D.C., and 
proves to Congress that she has what it 
takes to get real change enacted in the 
country. That movie, though, was not as 
successful at the box of ice as its pre-
decessor. It received mostly negative 
reviews, although since then, it has be-
come sort of a cult favorite, thanks to its 
release on home video.

However, it seems that Elle will get 

a third shot at the-
aters. Deadline 
reports that MGM 
is close to making 
a deal for Legal-
ly Blonde 3 that 
would have With-
erspoon reprising 
her role as Elle. 
Also potentially 
on board for the 
sequel are writ-
ers Kirsten “Kiwi” 
Smith and Karen 
McCullah, who 
penned the irst 
ilm, itself an ad-

aptation of the novel of the same name. 
Witherspoon will also act as a producer, 
along with Marc Platt and Adam Siegel.

It has been 17 years since Legally 
Blonde 2: Red, White and Blonde, but 
it seems that both MGM and Wither-
spoon believe it’s time for Elle to make 
a comeback. The world’s political land-
scape has changed drastically since the 
last movie, so it’s likely that a plot might 
focus on that and continue the female 
empowerment message of the irst two 
ilms. Considering the second movie had 

Elle working with a Congresswoman, 
perhaps the third movie will have Elle 
actually running for of ice. In this day 
and age, that’s not a far-fetched idea, 
and many might believe that she’s far 
more capable than certain real world 
Congress members.

Whatever the case, it’s likely that au-
diences will embrace the comedy of Le-
gally Blonde once more at the box of ice. 
Both movies still hold a special place 
in the hearts of many and quotes from 
both movies still come up from time to 
time.

Noah Hawley’s Doctor 
Doom script is almost 

complete. Despite the 
looming potential acqui-
sition by The Walt Disney 
Company, 20th Century Fox 
is still operating as normal 
(as they should). This has 
resulted in news continu-
ing to surface about new 
projects from the studio, or 
allow for previous projects 
to continue gestating. This 
has especially proven to be 
true with their Marvel-li-
censed characters, and this 
practice keeps the chance of 
a Doctor Doom solo movie 
alive.

Hawley broke the news 
himself that he is working 
on a solo movie for Victor 
Von Doom last summer. Since 
that announcement, the Le-
gion and Fargo creator has 
continued work on those 
shows and is gearing up for 
his feature directorial debut 
Pale Blue Dot. He’s stuck with 
the script for Doctor Doom 

throughout this time too 
and it looks like he has made 
great progress.

Vulture spoke to Noah 
Hawley about his potential 
Doctor Doom movie and 
what the status of it is. It isn’t 
coming right away though, as 
Hawley also addressed that 
the uncertainty that comes 
with the possible Disney/Fox 
deal in this interview. But, 
both he and Fox are happy 
with the script so far and he 
says they just need to a bit 
more writing to inish it up. 

Here’s what he said: “I wrote 
a script that I really like and 
the studio really likes. It 
needs a little work.”

Based on Hawley’s previ-
ous work, there’s little rea-
son to doubt that he wrote a 
great script for Doctor Doom. 
The complex stories he ex-
plores with Fargo and Legion 
are part of the DNA to both 
shows. If he kept his natu-
ral writing in tact while also 
focusing on one of Marvel’s 
biggest villains, then Doctor 
Doom should be off to a great 

start.
Hawley previously 

teased the style of Doctor 
Doom, calling it a “mixture 
of genres” in the vein of 
Captain America: The Win-
ter Soldier. Whether or not 
that’s the right compari-
son to be made for Doctor 
Doom remains to be seen, 
but it certainly places a 
high bar on the movie since 
Winter Soldier is highly re-
garded as one of the best 
comic book movies ever 

made. As great as the poten-
tial may be for Doctor Doom, 
there is a very real possibility 
that this never sees the light 
of day - at least in the cur-
rent form. Then again, maybe 
Hawley’s created a brilliant 
script and Marvel Studios 
will want to use it to re-intro-
duce the Fantastic Four in a 
new way.

Doctor Doom is currently 
in development but does not 
have a release date.

KANYE WEST REVEALS ‘MENTAL CONDITION’

LEGALLY BLONDE 3 MOVING FORWARD, REESE
WITHERSPOON IN TALKS TO RETURN

DOCTOR DOOM MOVIE SCRIPT IS NEARLY FINISHED


