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No DA for
employees to
travel on LTC:
Central Govt

NEw DELHI, SEP 21
(PTI): Central govern-
ment employees will not
get a daily allowance on
Leave Travel Concession
(LTC), according to an of-
ficial order.

The LTC allows the
grant of leave and ticket
reimbursement to em-
ployees who are entitled
under the rules to travel
to their home towns and
other places.

Employees were ear-
lier entitled to an allow-
ance which varied with
their ranks.

Any incidental expens-
es and the expenditure in-
curred on local journeys
shall not be admissible
under LTC, said the order
issued by the Department
of Personnel and Training
(DoPT) yesterday.

However, travel by
premium or suvidha
trains and services such
as tatkal will now be al-
lowed on LTC, it said.

“Further, reimburse-
ment of tatkal charges or
premium tatkal charges
shall also be admissible
for the purpose of LTC

turn to pg03

Spicejet pilots
grounded after
plane skids off

Mumbai runway

New Delhi, Sep 21 (PTI):
Aviation regulatory body
DGCA has grounded two
SpiceJet pilots after a
plane carrying 183 pas-
sengers overshot a wet
runway while landing at
the Mumbai airport earli-
er this week.

With the Boeing 737
aircraft, flying from Vara-
nasi to Mumbai, stuck in
the mud, the main runway
had to be closed for over 24
hours leading to nearly 180
flights being cancelled.

“The pilots have been
grounded pending an in-
quiry. One of the issues
is that if the aircraft is
not stabilised, then you
should do a go-around.
The DGCA has also issued
a circular informing pilots
that there will be no in-
quiry against them if they
do a go-around. All those
issues will have to be es-
tablished,” an official at
the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) said.

The Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau will
probe the incident.

A go-around refers to
the procedure when a pi-

Navratri celebrations

begin in Mangan

MANGAN, 21 SEPT [IPR]: The first day
of the Navratri festival and Dasain was
celebrated at Mangan with the light-
ing of the ceremonial lamp by District
Collector, North, Karma R Bonpo today.
The celebrations are being organized by

Mangan Bazaar Puja Committee.

Mangan Bazaar wears a festive look
with the beautifully decorated lights all
over the town. The main Pandal of God-
dess Durga has been set up near the
Mangan Nagar Panchayat building. It
received a steady stream of devotees all

through the day.

The first day of Navratri celebrates
the first avatar of Goddess Durga which
is known as ‘Shailputri, an embodiment
of the collective power of Brahma, Vish-
nu and Mahesh. On this day a pot filled
with water is placed and barley seeds are
sown in cow dung and the small saplings
called ‘jamara’ is used on the tenth day.

The tenth day of the festival is celebrat-
ed as Dasain or Vijay Dashami which is
the most anticipated festive holiday when
people visit their parents and elders to put
tika and seek blessings. For followers of
Shakitism it marks the victory of Goddess
Durga over the demon Mahisasura after

the epic ten days battle.

Shutdown in Darj hills
completes 99 days

Darjeeling (WB), Sep 21 (PTI):
Several shops remained open in
Darjeeling today even as the situ-
ation in the hills remained tensed
as the indefinite shutdown called
by the GJM for a separate state of
Gorkhaland entered its 99th day.

Although, no incidents of vi-
olence were reported since last
night, police and security person-
nel have made special security
arrangements in the hills and are
maintaining a tight vigil to avoid
any untoward incident.

The Gorkha Janmukti Morcha
(GJM) and other hill parties took
out rallies demanding that the
Centre should immediately inter-
vene and start the dialogue pro-

cess considering the sentiments of
the people of the hills.

The Gorkhaland Movement
Coordination Committee (GMCC)
yesterday urged the Centre to ini-
tiate a dialogue with all the stake-
holders so that normalcy is re-
stored in the Darjeeling hills.

Several shops and markets in
the hills remained open braving
threats and intimidation by the
GJM activists.

However, several shops which
opened in Mirik and Kurseong
day before yesterday remained
closed fearing backlash from the
GJM supporters.

For the 12th day in a row, po-
lice along with the administration,

appealed to the locals over public
address systems to open shops
and restore normalcy in the hills.

Peace rallies were taken out by
the residents at Kurseong, Darjeel-
ing and Mirik, while the GJM sup-
porters took out rallies in support
of a separate Gorkhaland and the
ongoing shutdown in sections of
Darjeeling, Sonada and Kalimpong,
the police said.

Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee had urged the agitators in
Darjeeling to withdraw their strike
and restore normalcy.

Internet services remain sus-
pended in the hills since June 18.

Socially boycott those sexually
abusing Kids: Satyarthi

HYDERABAD, SEP 21 (PTI): Peo-
ple who sexually abuse children
should be named and shamed
besides being socially boycotted,
Nobel Peace Prize winner Kailash
Satyarthi said today.

The noted child rights activ-
ist said the law enacted to protect
minors from sexual offences is not
being properly enforced.

“Finally, | would say that people
who are responsible, may it be the
family members, may it be an out-
sider, who turn predators, have to
be socially boycotted. They should
be named and shamed,” he said.

The girls who become victims
should get respect as they are not
responsible for the abuse against
them, the 63-year- old activist said.

“The girls who are the victims
should get respect because they

are not responsible for that. Un-
fortunately, in our society, the girls
are stigmatised and that should
not happen,” he said.

“Because, no girl, who is a vic-
tim, loses her dignity or her hon-
our. It is those people (perpetra-
tors of such crimes) who lose their
honour and they should be boycot-
ted from society,” he told PTI on
the sidelines of an event.

Satyarthi, who was in Hyder-
abad as part of his ‘Bharat Yatra’
against child sexual abuse and traf-
ficking, said the “age old mindset”
of victims and their families living
in fear should change.

The 2014 Nobel Peace Prize
winner said he is involving faith
leaders to promote awareness on
the issue as they have a huge fol-
lowing.

“The laws which are there have
to be properly implemented. There
is a strong law Protection of Chil-
dren from Sexual Offences (POC-
S0). That is not being properly en-
forced,” Satyarthi said.

“Last year, 15,000 cases were
registered (under the Act).

(There was) only 4 per cent
conviction, 6 per cent acquittal and
90 per cent pendency. It will take
10 years to 40 years in different
states to dispose of those cases. So,
that has to be changed,” he said.

The governments, media, edu-
cational institutions, industry and
others need to come together to
raise awareness on the social evils
of child sexual abuse and traffick-
ing, Satyarthi said.

“The government, popular me-

turn to pg03

State Level TT Competition concludes at Gyalshmg

GYALSHING, 21 SEPT (IPR): The
State Level Table Tennis Compe-
tition for U-14 and 17 Boys and
Girls along with Open Table Ten-
nis Competition for Men, Wom-
en and Employees organized by
Department of Sports and Youth
Affairs in collaboration with the
West District Administration, suc-
cessfully concluded today at the
Auditorium Hall of Government
Girls Senior Secondary School,
Kyongsa, Gyalshing, West Sikkim.
Zilla Adhakshya, West, Devika
Subba chaired the function as the
chief guest.

The main aim for organizing

the event as mentioned by Addi-
tional Director, Sports, South-West
District, NK Pradhan was to infuse
competitive spirit in rural corners
of the West District. He mentioned
that such major events are always
organized in the East District but
for a change they had decided to
organize it in the West District for
the first time and it has proved to
be fruitful for the youth. Hence
more such programs would be or-

ganized in the future, he added.
The three-day event saw the
participation of 112 participants
where the South District became
turn to pg03

Sonia writes to Modl on Women'’s bill;
Rahul tweets Congress support

lotaborts landing, flies the
plane to a suitable height
and prepares for another
landing approach.

This is resorted to in
situations like obstruc-
tion on the runway, lack of
clearance for landing, or
when a pilot is unable to
establish a visual reference.

According to DGCA
rules, since a go-around is
a precautionary measure,
it “does not call for any pu-
nitive action either by the
Air Operator or the DGCA".

The DGCA also doesn’t
require such an incident
to be reported.

both the Houses of Parliament
in 1993.

Dev, who read the letter
out to reporters at the brief-
ing, said, “The question we
ask Modiji after three years of
the BJP coming to power) is...
why the delay?”

The lawmaker said given
the work that will follow once
a decision is taken to pass the
bill in the Lok Sabha and the
time that it will take, the gov-
ernment will have to get going
with the business “right now”.

To a question by a reporter
on why the main opposition
party did not take the matter

show that its commitment
towards the legislation is not
mere “symbolism”, she said.

She asked Modi to assure the
country’s women that the reser-
vations would be implemented
before 2019, when the next gen-
eral elections will be held.

In her letter, Gandhi recalled
that the Congress and its late
leader Rajiv Gandhi had first
mooted the provision for quo-
tas for women in panchayats
and municipal bodies through
Constitution amendment bills.

Gandhi said the bills were
“thwarted” by the opposition
in 1989, but were passed by

New DELHI, SEP 21 (PTI):
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi has written to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, urg-
ing him to get the women’s
reservation bill passed in the
Lok Sabha by taking advan-
tage of the BJP’s majority in
the House.

Gandhi assured him of her
party’s support to the legisla-
tion, which she said would be
a significant step forward in
the empowerment of women.
The Rajya Sabha had passed
the bill on March 9, 2010.

“I am writing to request
you to take advantage of your

majority in the Lok Sabha to
now get the women'’s reserva-
tion bill passed in the Lower
House as well,” Gandhi said in
the letter dated September 20.

Party vice president Rahul
Gandhi later tweeted, “The
Congress party has and will
continue to support the Wom-
en’s Reservation Bill.”

Speaking to reporters
here, Congress women’s wing
chief Sushmita Dev ques-
tioned the alleged delay by
the government in ensuring
the passage of the bill in the
Lok Sabha.

The ruling BJP should

up with the government after
the BJP came into power, Dev
said the issue was flagged on
several occasions including
during debates on the floor of
the House.

She recalled that Vice
President M Venkaiah Naidu,
as the Parliamentary Affairs
minister, had said the gov-
ernment had received several
letters from public represen-
tatives and NGOs pressing for
passing the bill.

Naidu, Dev said, had also
stated that the government
was “discussing and seriously
thinking” about the bill.

“Once a Parliamentary
Affairs minister makes that
statement on the floor of
the Lok Sabha and if Sonia
Gandhiji gives him time of six
months or a year to imple-
ment that, I will say it was her
faith in the government’s mo-
tive. But this did not happen,”
she said.

Another Congress leader,
Shobha Oza, seconded Dev
and said the party had collect-
ed “lakhs of signatures” from
across the country and those
would be submitted to Presi-
dent Ram Nath Kovind while
pressing for the demand.
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Attack on Gangtok businessman was by SDF
workers alleges SKM, demands arrests

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 21 SEPT:

Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha has strongly con-
demned the attack on
a businessman and the
vandalizing of his shop in
New Market on Wednes-
day evening.

Alleging that this was
the work of Sikkim Dem-
ocratic Front workers
the party has demanded
that the administration
immediately arrest those
involved in the attack
and take stringent action
against them.

Speaking to media
persons here today, SKM
spokesperson, Jacob
Khaling alleged that so-
cial media workers of

the SDF party attacked a
businessman, Raju Garg
at his shop in New Market
between 5 to 5:30 p.m.
last evening and vandal-
ized the shop as well. He
added that the SKM party
workers present in the
market during the attack
saved the life of Mr Garg.
“The attack by around
35 party workers on a
single businessman was
an attempt to murder and
total hooliganism of the
ruling party to create un-
rest and an environment
of fear and terror among
businessmen,” he alleged.
Mr Khaling informed
that Mr Garg has been
admitted in STNM hospi-
tal with serious injuries.
He alleged that the

ruling party workers not
only vandalized the shop
but also took around Rs
15,000 cash and other
items from the shop. He
stated that although the
incident took place in
the heart of the town in
broad daylight, no ar-
rests have been made by
the police so far.

Mr Khaling alleged
that ruling party workers
involved in the attack also
getting admitted in STNM
hospital is just eyewash.

Responding to media
queries, he mentioned
that it has been learnt
that the ruling party’s
workers carried out the
attack after derogatory
remarks on the Chief Min-
ister posted from Raju

Garg'’s Facebook account.

“It was known that
the FB page of Mr Garg
was hacked and the post
was made from Gurgaon
which Mr Garg report-
ed to Sadar Thana on
Wednesday afternoon,”
he informed further add-
ing that “...even if he did
any mistake then the po-
lice have to take action,
not the party. Even the
post was shared by the
ruling party’s social me-
dia workers.”

SKM member, Amar
Agarwal, alleged that the
attack on a businessman
by ruling party workers is
amurder of democracy in
the State. While strongly
condemning the incident,
he warned the ruling

party not to terrorize the
businessmen of Sikkim
with such attacks.

Likewise, SKM busi-
nessmen cell chief conve-
ner, Sajan Agarwal men-
tioned that the attack was
made since Mr Garg is an
active SKM supporter and
also sat on the recent re-
lay hunger strike of the
party demanding CBI in-
vestigation in Sikkim.

On the same, he ques-
tioned the prevalence of
peace and security in the
State. He stressed that SKM
will pursue the matter un-
til action is taken against
the ruling party workers
involved in the attack.

SKM working presi-
dent, Navin Karki alleged
that the attack was very

unfortunate and highly
condemnable and mur-
der of democracy. He
added that the party will
not tolerate such action.

Raju Garg’s son, Ni-
tesh Garg said, “FB ac-
count of my father was
hacked and we imme-
diately reported of the
misusing of my father
FB account to the police
but around 35 persons
attacked my father with-
out knowing the fact” He
demanded for a strict ac-
tion by the police.

The party threatened
to gherao Sadar Thana
and take other action if
the ruling party workers
involved in the incident
would not be arrested
immediately.

R, W A
ITBP Chungthang

celebrates Navratra
SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 21 SEPT:

he 11th Battalion of Indo Tibetan Border Police,

Chungthang led by Commandant Rajesh Kumar
Tomar organized Navratra Puja at Chungthang in
North Sikkim today, a press release informs.

On the occasion, Commandant Tomar and all ranks
of 11th Btn ITBP offered prayers to Lord Durga at the
unit premises temple.

It is informed in the release that the programme
will continue for seven days wherein Commandant
Tomar will pray to Lord Durga for a better and happy
future of the unit personnel and their family.

Today’s puja concluded with the distribution of
fruits and sweets to the personnel of the unit.

SYA demands cancellation of service extensions

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 21 SEPT:

ikkim Youth Alliance has al-

leged that the service exten-
sion culture in the state govern-
ment has been causing harm to
unemployed youth of Sikkim.
The organisation has demand-
ed that the government imme-
diately terminate services of
those given extension in order
to create employment opportu-
nities for local youth.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here today, SYA executive
member, Tika Hang Subba,
alleged that the present gov-
ernment has given service
extensions to all heads of de-
partments of the State, which
is totally unjustifiable and an-
ti-people. He alleged that these
high ranking officials were
enjoying fat salaries and perks

Such unnecessary expen-
diture can instead be used to
provide employment oppor-
tunities to local youth, he said
further alleging that service
extension of one person defers

employees.

Mr Subba threatened to
approach the court and to take
other action if the service ex-
tension culture continues in
the State.

member, Tashi Rap-
den alleged that
even after a month,
there has been no
official communica-
tion from the Chief
Minister, who is also
the Home Minister
of the State, on the
shoot-out and un-
authorized entry of
West Bengal police
in South Sikkim.

The incident was
very  unfortunate
and also brought to
light the weakness
of Sikkim govern-
ment, he added.

Mr Rapden stressed that
the CM should give an official
statement on the incident. The
state government should talk
to West Bengal counterparts

burdening the State exchequer.

promotion of around seven

Another

SYA

executive

and the Centre to ensure that

such incidents are not repeat-
ed in future, he said.

“If no official assurance
comes from the state govern-
ment for the safety and secu-
rity of the people of Sikkim in
one week’s time then we will
submit a memorandum to the
government and take other ac-
tion to pressurize the govern-
ment,” Mr Rapden said.

Likewise, SYA executive
member, Anita Gurung con-
demned the recent remarks of
Bollywood actress, Priyanka
Chopra on Sikkim. She stated
that it has tarnished the im-
age of Sikkim at the national
and international level and
the Tourism Minister cannot
simply wash his hands off the
matter by condemning her
statements and then accepting
her apologies.

BJP Sikkim
condemns CM’s
remarks on
RTI activists

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 21 SEPT:

haratiya Janta Par-

ty Sikkim Pradesh
president, DB Chauhan
has alleged that the Chief
Minister’s remark on
RTI activists in his re-
cent speech was an open
threat to ‘justice loving’
people of Sikkim. The CM
has threatened RTI activ-
ists on many other occa-
sions in the past as well,
he adds.

A press release from
Mr Chauhan states that
the direction of the CM
not to entertain RTI ac-
tivists was undemocrat-
ic, unconstitutional and
irresponsible statement.
He has appealed to the
government to bring
about transparency in its
workings and to prove
its transparency by con-
ducting an independent
CBI enquiry in Sikkim.

On the attack on a
Gangtok  businessman
on Wednesday, the BJP
state-unit has demand-
ed immediate action by
the administration. No
arrests have been made
even when a person is at-
tacked in broad daylight
and this has created an
environment of fear and
terror among people, Mr
Chauhan has said.

The party has de-
manded that the CM and
Governor ensure law and
order in the State.
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Phalaichadara JHS

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 21 SEPT:

halaichadara Junior

High School, East
Sikkim, observed Inter-
national Day for Peace
today with the theme
‘Together for Peace, Re-
spect, Safety and Dignity
for all, a press release
informs.

District Youth Coor-
dinator from Sri Sathya
Sai Sewa Samithi Sik-
kim, Chandra Prakash
Gurung, attended the
programme as resource
person and guest speak-
er. He gave a motiva-
tional speech on human
values which will lead
to happiness and peace
of mind and urged the

students to practice un-
conditional love in or-

der to get peace and self
satisfaction.

observes Int’l Day for Peace

==y

During the event, the
students also performed quiring peace.

yoga as a means for ac-

Now, PIB to verify
newspaper circulation

NEw DELHI, SEP 21
(PTI): The Information
and Broadcasting Min-
istry has entrusted the
Press Information Bureau
(PIB) with the task of ver-
ifying the circulation of
newspapers, a responsi-
bility which earlier with
the Registrar of Newspa-
pers of India (RNI), ac-
cording to sources.
Recently, the ministry
issued an order in this
regard which also men-
tioned the names of the
designated PIB officers
alongside the publica-
tions whose circulation
they will have to verify,
one of the sources said.
Newspapers need to
furnish circulation ver-
ification certificate  to
get empanelled with the
Directorate of Advertis-
ing and Visual Publicity
(DAVP), a nodal agency for
allocation of central gov-
ernment advertisements.

This is the first time
that PIB has been tasked
with verifying circula-
tion of newspapers, the
source said, adding that
there was a long list of
pending applications
from newspapers which
had applied for verifica-
tion of their circulation.

The source said the
decision may have been
taken considering short-
age of manpower in RNI
to timely process the ap-
plications.

The RNI, however,
would continue to issue
registration certificate, the
source said, adding RNI
personnel would also hand-
hold the PIB officers in con-
ducting the verification.

Another source con-
firmed the development,
saying the ministry’s de-
cision is an “administra-
tive arrangement” after
taking into “consideration
all the pros and cons”.

Musical fest ‘Stereo
Valley’ at Rangpo
on 23 Sept

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 21 SEPT:

Gangtok-based

event management
company, Positude is or-
ganizing a national musi-
cal fest ‘Stereo Valley’ on
23 Sept at Eco Paradise
Resort in Rangpo. The
event will have day-long
live music by renowned
bands and artists from
Sikkim and outside, pool
party, D] music and oth-
er activities.

This was announced
by the CEO, Gyurmila
Bhutia and MD, Bijay
Subba of Positude in a
press conference held in
the capital today.

Mr Subba stated that
the event was the first

of its kind in the State
and such events would
help to promote Sikkim
at the national and inter-
national level. The event
will have performances
by popular duo ‘Zephyr
Tone’ along with bands
like Wine O’ Clock, Aro-
gya, The Baby Boomers,
Yesterdrive, Sky level,
Joe’s Apartment and
Tshering Leezum with
her band, he informed.

He mentioned that
the event is likely to draw
a crowd of around 1500
from Sikkim and outside.
He stated that Positude
plans to make this a cal-
endar event and to orga-
nize this event in a bigger
manner from next year
onwards.

Socially boycott those
sexually abusing
kids: Satyarthi

Contd from pg01
dia, cinema and of course,
social media...especially
nowadays, should take
the lead in it. So, the me-
dia has to play an import-
ant role,” he said.
Speaking at an inter-
active session with in-
dustry representatives,
Satyarthi said the cor-
porate sector can bring
about technological
solutions to put an end
to child abuse and traf-
ficking.

He took part in a
march and a public meet-
ing, attended by political
leaders and social activ-
ists, at Nampally here.

Satyarthi was felici-
tated by the Telangana
government on his visit
to the city.

Addressing children
who were present on the
occasion, he said they
should ask their parents
to be friends with them
and to speak out on any
abuse against them.
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Gangtok on

Friday,

22 Sept
Temp: 26°C /17°C
Forecast: Mostly
cloudy with a thun-
dershower in spots.
Sunrise: 05:24 AM
Sunset: 05:33 PM

SCC condemns
FB post and

shop vandalism

SUMMIT REPORT

GANGTOK, 21 SEPT:
ikkim Chamber of

Commerce, on behalf
of the business commu-
nity of Sikkim, has con-
demned the derogatory
comments and abusive
language used by Raju
Garg on Facebook against
Chief Minister Pawan
Chamling on 19 Sept.

Mr Garg reportedly
filed a police complaint
stating that his Facebook
ID was hacked by an un-
known person and that
he was not the one to post
the comment.

The chamber has also
condemned the vandali-
sation of Mr Garg’s shop
by miscreants because of
the comments he posted
on Facebook.

“Sikkim is a peace-
ful state and people are
of peaceful nature, such
incidents tarnish the im-
age of Sikkim and also
creates environment of
fear. There are legal pro-
visions for any act and the
same should be explored
instead of violence,” the
press release reads.

Tribal sports talent hunt begins at Paljor Stadium

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 21 SEPT:

he four days long

‘Mapping of Tribal
Sports Talent’ in four dif-
ferent sports namely foot-
ball, boxing, table tennis
and archery kicked off to-
day here at Paljor Stadium
in Gangtok, a press release
informs. A total of 116
tribal children in the age-
group of 11-14 years from
all four districts belonging
to Scheduled Tribe [58
boys & 58 girls] are partic-
ipating in the event.

Tribal Research Insti-
tute [TRI], Department
of Social Justice, Empow-
erment & Welfare with
technical support from
Sports & Youth Affairs
Department under the
aegis of the Ministry of
Tribal Affairs organized
the Tribal Sports Talent
programme.

The inaugural func-
tion was attended by
Upper Burtuk MLA, DR
Thapa, as chief guest,
along with Special Secre-

tary-SJE&WD, Dhan Jyoti
Mukhia, Director-TRI, KL
Lepcha, officials and stu-
dents.

Addressing the young
children, Upper Burtuk
MLA, Mr Thapa, said,
“The point of organising
such talent hunt pro-
grammes by the state
government is to encour-
age students to explore
their talents. Along with
education, sports also
play a very important
role in the overall devel-
opment of an individual.
To conquer fear and fight
opponents a dedicated
player should fight with
the true spirit of sports-
manship.”

He also said that this
was a great opportunity
for Tribal children of the
state to showcase talents
and shine in various sports
disciplines in national and
international level.

Special Secretary, Ms
Mukhia, also spoke on
the aims and objectives
of the TRIL.

No DA for
employees to
travel on LTC:

Central Govt
Contd from pg01
the order said.

The new rules will be
applicable from July 1,
2017, it said.

“Flexi fare (dynamic
fare) applicable in Raj-
dhani/ Shatabdi/Duronto
trains shall be admissible
for the journey(s) per-
formed by these trains
on LTC. This dynamic fare
component shall not be
admissible in cases where
anon-entitled government
servant travels by air and
claims reimbursement for
the entitled class of Raj-
dhani/Shatabdi/Duronto
trains,” it clarified.

Reimbursement  for
the purpose of LTC shall
be admissible for jour-
neys performed in vehi-
cles operated by the gov-
ernment or any corpora-
tion in the public sector
run by the central or state
government or a local
body, the DoPT order said.

In case of a journey be-
tween places not connect-
ed by any public means of
transport, the government
employee will be allowed
reimbursement for jour-
ney on transfer for a max-
imum limit of 100km cov-
ered by the private/per-
sonal transport based on
self-certification, it said.

“Beyond this, the ex-
penditure shall be borne
by the government ser-
vant,” the order said.

The move follows the
implementation of rec-
ommendations of the sev-
enth Central pay commis-
sion relating to Travelling
Allowance (TA) entitle-
ments of central govern-
ment employees.

The TA rules have un-
dergone changes.

The travel entitle-
ments of government ser-
vants for the purpose of
LTC shall be the same as
TA entitlements, it said.

There are about 49.26
lakh central government
employees.

Entel Motors lucky
draw winner takes

home 32” LED TV
T Sl

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 21 SEPT:
ntel Motors, 06th Mile handed over a 32 inch
Samsung LED TV to its lucky draw winner, Karma
Rinchen Bhutia. Mr Bhutia was presented the TV by
General Manager, Rashmi Zulca and Senior Manager,
Debashish. Entel Motors is offering a brand New Wag-
on R on purchase of any new Maruti product through
lucky draw.

ResidentialrehabcentreopensatCRHTadong

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 21 SEPT:

Residential ~ Detox,

Rehab & Recovery
Centre for Drug & Alco-
hol Addiction has been
opened at Central Refer-
ral Hospital in Tadong
with comprehensive de-
tox, rehab and recovery
programme in a single
package under one roof.

A press release re-
ceived from Sikkim Ma-
nipal University informs
that this is an initiative of
CRH, Tadong to join the
efforts of the state gov-
ernment towards a drug
and alcohol addiction
free Sikkim.

The Residential Pro-
gramme Center offers a
short-term two weeks
programme with scien-
tific state-of-the-art ser-
vices, private and con-
fidential treatment and
other exclusive facilities.
The programme also in-

cludes residential stay,
food and refreshments,
individual  counseling,
group therapy, fami-
ly counseling and post
discharge follow-up for
6 months. The 15-day
programme includes res-
idential stay, food and re-
freshments.

The Centre is under
the Department of Psy-
chiatry, CRH with consul-
tants from various con-
cerned medical depart-
ments of the hospital.
The detox, rehab and re-
covery programme at the
Centre follows the suc-
cessful Minnesota Model
of Addiction Treatment
for the first time in the
State of Sikkim.

The Minnesota
Model, also known as
the abstinence model,
of addiction treatment
was created in a state
mental hospital in the
1950s by two young
men. The key element

of this novel approach
to addiction treat-
ment was the blend-
ing of professional
and trained non-pro-
fessional [recovering]
staff around the prin-

ciples of Alcoholics
Anonymous [AA].

Any person who
takes a drug long

enough will become ad-
dicted to it. Hence, the
medical model of addic-
tion believes in the ho-
listic bio-psycho-social
approach. Here priority
is given to rewire the
addicted brain with an-
ti-craving medications
and bring it back to a
state of normalcy us-
ing latest medical tech-
nologies. Psychological
counseling [CBT] is then
given to address person-
ality characteristics that
lead to addiction and
managing negative and
destructive  emotions.
Lastly, social rehabilita-

tion and family therapy
are included, the release
informs.

World Health Orga-
nization [WHO] Detox
programme calls for
rapid relief from the
harmful effects of drug
and alcohol on the body,
comprehensive medical
care for physical health
and well-being, investi-
gations including blood,
ECG, and ultrasound for
alcoholic liver damage,
medicines for liver pro-

tection, wellness Yoga
and Mindfulness medita-
tion, spiritual AA recov-
ery, breaking the chain
of addiction using the
powerful DBT method to
conquer anger, stress and
weakness, realizing the
hidden inner potential of
the mind using CBT mind
power techniques, and
overcoming other addic-
tions like gambling, to-
bacco smoking, internet
overuse, etc.

fore 13.10.2017.

ac.in.

SIKKIM UNIVERSITY
SU/2013/REG-03/SCRCS(NT)2402/Vol-11/981

Advertisement
Sikkim University, a central university established by an
Act of Parliament in 2007, invites applications from Indi-
an citizens having requisite qualification and experience
for the post of Legal Retainer on contractual basis.
Interested candidates may submit their application on be-

For details please visit the University website www.cus.

Dt: 21.09.2017

Sd/-
Registrar

State Level TT Competition
concludes at Gyalshing

Contd from pg01

the ‘Overall Champions Boys Cat-
egory’ and the ‘Overall Champions
Girls Category’ was awarded to
East District.

The Most Promising Player
U-14 (Boys) was given to Rich-
ard Lepcha (East) and the ‘Most
Promising Player U-14 (Girls) was
awarded to Rubina Gurung (West)
for their overall performance.
Prayash Gurung (South) and Lakit
Lepcha (East) emerged as the U-14
Boys and Girls singles winners, re-
spectively. The U-17 Boys and Girls

winners were Pa
mang (South) and
Sherpa (East).

In the Open M
Singles, Anup Gur
Neha Lama (East)

won first prize.

was won by Dhurb:

rious whereas in the Open Men’s
Doubles, Ujjal Sharma and Chittiz
Rai took the first place and in the
Women’s Mixed Doubles, Diya T.
Khatri and Tenzing Doma Sherpa

The Employees Men’s Singles

ssang Tsh. Ta-

Tenzing Doma place.

Category, Neha Lama took the first

Employees Men’s Doubles

was won by Dhurba Rai and Ujjal

en and Women
ung (East) and
emerged victo-

sored
Power
tional

Sharma and in the Employees
Women’s Doubles, Nikjay Bhutia
and Neha Lama took the first place.

The program was also spon-

by the National Thermal
Corporation (NTPC), Na-
Hydroelectric Power Cor-

poration (NHPC), Department of

Food and Civil Supplies (West),

a Rai (East) and

in the Employees Women'’s Singles

Government of Sikkim and Depart-
ment of Pay and Accounts (West).
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Opinion

Visit Sikkim
A destination still awaiting
professional packaging

ikkim’s tourism graph has been on a consistent up-

ward swing over the past two decades. Those in the
sector will recall times when tourist arrivals used to
be in the mere hundreds and of how it grew to thou-
sands, broke the one lakh mark (this in the past two
decades) and now, when, despite lean seasons, the
state hosts more tourists than it has people. There
was the hiccup of the 2011 Earthquake which spoiled
about a season and a half and now there is the Dar-
jeeling situation and the disrupted rail network which
has thus far upset about half a season. On the average
though, Sikkim has grown substantially from a desti-
nation that people stumbled upon when left with free
days on an itinerary for Darjeeling to now becoming
a stand-alone destination with its own clientele and
with a whole array of tourist spots, most with their
own niche visitors.

This has been a praiseworthy transition and those
in the travel trade should pat themselves on the back.
What one cannot lose sight of here is that there were
many outside factors which led to Sikkim’s growth as
a tourist destination. The turmoil in the neighbouring
Darjeeling hills and Sikkim’s presence as a ready al-
ternative, the closing down of Jammu & Kashmir for
tourist traffic, the congestion on other tourist destina-
tions like Nepal and Himachal Pradesh and the ever
inquisitive zeal of inveterate travellers to seek out new
destinations; all these are the real factors which con-
tributed to the tourism boom in Sikkim. As far as pro-
fessional packaging goes though, Sikkim still has more
to learn and implement. And that is a good thing really
because adding that to the mix will take the sector to
the next level. In this age of information and market-
ing, for instance, Sikkim has still not worked out that
one element of the Sikkim experience that it wants to
promote and sell over everything else. No event/ des-
tination/ experience is yet synonymous with Sikkim
when every tourist destination has at least one special
week in the year when tourists know they are assured
of a special treat. And it is not as if Sikkim does not
have enough events happening which would excite
tourists. But it has wasted most of the events with un-
professional planning and bureaucratic organization,
so much so that most ‘tourist festivals’ are not even
organized anymore. The traditional events and occa-
sions have also lacked coherent projections and still
await professional packaging. Tourist festivals, even
when they are held, are hastily put together and in-
adequately promoted. These are not events that are
targeted to attract only locals. But if it is tourists that
the organizers seek, then the events should be worked
out much more in advance and publicised more widely
giving prospective visitors enough time to plan their
vacations. Even when flawlessly planned, tourist fes-
tivals take several years to become mega-events as
word of mouth and mass media publicity catches on.

And it is not even as if tourist festivals are neces-
sary. Sikkim, with its Khangchendzonga, Buddhist her-
itage, new pilgrimage destinations like the Char Dham,
border trade haat, lakes and trekking routes is already
cast in the perfect foil for a tourist destination of much
bigger potential than what it receives at present.

German elections could bring
a new wave of extremism

JAMES M. SKIDMORE
theconversation.com

ot with a bang, but a whimper. T.S. Eliot’s fa-

mous line could apply to the end of most
German election campaigns. There are campaign
posters and some rallies and one or two rhetorical
flourishes which reflect a disquieting undercurrent
of xenophobia, but on the whole these elections are
rather tame.

The action heats up once campaigning stops.
Since German elections rarely produce a majority
government, the end of the campaign marks the
start of negotiations between the largest faction
in the Bundestag (federal parliament) and oth-
er parties willing to join a coalition government.
Newcomer party, Alternative for Germany, (AfD),
running on an anti-immigration platform, could be-
come the major opposition party - and an obstacle
to Angela Merkel’s CDU.

The jockeying will begin
the same evening the elec-
tion results are announced.
In a peculiar German tradi-
tion, leaders of all major par-
ties will appear together on
TV to discuss the outcome.

This Elefantenrunde
(elephants’ roundtable) is
something to behold, and
impossible to imagine in
North America. The leaders
usually just rehash the cam-
paign, but sometimes it’s a
little more exciting.

To grasp the significance

of the right-wing AfD par-
ty’s potential influence, one
must first understand the context.
NEGOTIATIONS BEGIN AFTER THE ELECTIONS
In 2005, then-chancellor Gerhard Schroder of the
Social Democrats (SPD) was bested by Christian
Democratic Union (CDU) leader Angela Merkel.
Her margin of victory was minute, but still a victo-
ry. Even so the Elefantenrunde was treated to the
sight of Schroder futilely claiming that he had, in
fact, won the election.

This year’s elephants’ roundtable won’t be that
sensational, but the negotiations afterwards will be
more important for Germany’s future than the elec-
tion campaign that preceded them.

All polls predict Chancellor Merkel’s parties
(the CDU and its Bavarian sister party, the Christian
Social Union - CSU) will win the most seats, though
not enough for a majority. Merkel will have to find a
coalition partner, or partners.

From 2006 to 2009, and again since 2013,
Merkel has governed in a “Grand Coalition” with
the SPD, the country’s second-largest party. Iron-
ically, while the CDU/CSU have based their entire
campaign on the steadiness of Merkel and her
government, the SPD have had to criticize a gov-
ernment they’ve helped run. That tends to take the
wind out of one’s rhetorical sails. The SDP party
was buoyed by the early positive response to the
naming of former European Parliament president
Martin Schulz as their candidate for chancellor, but
the joy was short-lived.

The impact of globalization and the labour mar-
ket reforms of Schroder’s government have weak-

ened the SPD’s grip on the worker vote. To halt
the decline, members of Germany’s oldest political
party argue that the SPD must return to the oppo-
sition, otherwise it will continue to be boxed in by
Merkel’s unerring political tactics.

If a coalition with the SPD proves impossible,
Merkel can look to two other parties: the Free
Democrats (FDP), a right-of-centre party; and the
Greens, the environment party that governed with
the SPD under Schréder.

GREEN PARTY’S PLATFORM
NOW A UNIVERSAL ONE
In one way, the Greens have been very successful.
Climate change is accepted as fact in Germany. Af-
ter the Fukushima catastrophe of 2011, Merkel re-
versed course and began phasing out nuclear pow-
er. The “green consciousness” is now widely shared
by Germans, making it difficult for the party to de-
velop a platform that is uniquely theirs.
Merkel could partner with the FDP. In the last

Erfolgreich
flir Deutschland,

election they failed to obtain the 5 per cent of the
vote required to enter parliament. For years the
party was criticized as having no other platform
than to be the junior coalition partner for either
the CDU/CSU or the SPD. That and poor leadership
cost them dearly.

This time round they will return to the Bund-
estag. Their improved standing is almost entirely
thanks to leader Christian Lindner’s charisma. An
untraditional marketing campaign featured Lindner
in a photo that would be at home in a fashion mag-
azine. The tagline “impatience is also a virtue” was
tantalizing. But what did it mean in political terms?

Unfortunately for Merkel, neither the Greens nor
the FDP is polling spectacularly well, so their par-
liamentary factions might be too small to help her
form a government. She could try to work with both
of them, but Lindner has said that he can’t imagine
participating in a government with the Greens and
their more relaxed policy on immigration.

EXTREME POLITICS POSE CHAL-
LENGES TO GERMANY
Two other parties will also be entering Parliament,
though Merkel has ruled out a coalition with either
of them. By occupying extremes on the political
spectrum, these parties pose the greatest challenge
to Germany's political order.

The offspring of a leftist splinter group of the
SPD and the Party of Democratic Socialism (the
successor to the East German ruling party), the
Left Party has been shunned by the older parties
for its connections to Soviet-era politics. It has a

solid core of support in the former East Germany,
where it channels eastern disgruntlement with the
loss of socialism.

But the Left Party’s attacks on capitalism have
become a lot more respectable, or a lot less no-
ticed, since a new Kid arrived on the block: the Al-
ternative for Germany (AfD). Originally focused on
euroskepticism, the party has seen success by em-
bracing German fears about immigration.

The AfD has no chance of winning, but has
gained outsized media attention with little provo-
cations. It currently trails only Merkel’s CDU/CSU
and Schulz’s SPD in voter surveys. Its leaders have
made racist and anti-Semitic statements. Like oth-
er populist movements, it has challenged the usu-
al campaign norms, making other campaigns look
stale by comparison.

One AfD campaign poster shows a pregnant
woman with the caption “New Germans? We'll
make them ourselves” Another, picturing women
from behind wearing skimpy
bathing suits, reads: “ ‘Bur-
qas? We're more into biki-
nis” For the anti-Islamist
cou AfD, women are merely baby
machines and sex objects.

The AfD’s xenophobic
nationalism has struck a
chord, and this hasn’t gone
unnoticed by Merkel. She
has tried to block further
gains by the AfD by hard-
ening her party’s stance on
immigration. She called for
a burqa ban, and has contin-
ued to resist calls that asy-
lum seekers be permitted to
have their immediate family
members join them in Germany.

Whatever its make-up, the new government
will face multiple challenges. Germany’s automo-
bile industry is in the doghouse over its reluctance
to part with eco-unfriendly diesel motors. The
country’s relationship with Turkey is on the brink
of collapse. The impact of Brexit on the European
Union is still uncertain.

But two issues will predominate. The first is
German identity. The presence of the AfD in the
Bundestag will challenge Germany’s sense of itself.
If Schulz’s SPD rejoins the government, the AfD
could well be the largest opposition party. It will
not forego any chance to hammer home its displea-
sure at the changing make-up of German society.

The other issue is Merkel herself. No other pol-
itician in Germany today has her knack for strad-
dling the political centre and neutralizing the oppo-
sition. Only Merkel could have convinced Germans
to welcome upwards of one million asylum seekers,
and then still be praised for that openness while
supporting a burqa ban.

But many think this will be her last election.
Her eventual exit from the political scene will cre-
ate a vacuum in her party and the country as a
whole. Will extremism fill the void if the strength of
Merkel’s centrism can’t be duplicated?

Yes, the 2017 campaign was bland. Nothing new
there. But the resulting political atmosphere will be
highly charged. The potential for drama is high.

[the writer is Director, Waterloo Centre for
German Studies, University of Waterloo]

CHINH LUU & JASON VON MEDING
theconversation.com
ix people lost their lives when Typhoon
Doksuri smashed into central Viet-
nam on September 16, the most powerful

Vietnam’s typhoon disaster highlights

on flood hazard) in the region. We have
looked beyond historical loss statistics
and collected data on hazards, exposure
and vulnerability in Quang Nam province.

Our findings show that much more

storm in a decade to hit the country.

Although widespread evacuations pre-
vented a higher death toll, the impact on
the region’s most vulnerable people will
be extensive and lasting.

Government sources report that more
than 193,000 properties have been dam-
aged, including 11,000 that were flooded.
The storm also caused widespread damage
to farmland, roads, and water and electric-
ity infrastructure. Quang Binh and Ha Tinh
provinces bore the brunt of the damage.

Central Vietnam is often in the path of
tropical storms and depressions that form
in the East Sea, which can intensify to form
tropical cyclones known as typhoons (the
Pacific equivalent of an Atlantic hurricane).

Typhoon Doksuri developed and
tracked exactly as forecast, meaning that

the plight of its poorest people

evacuations were relatively effective
in saving lives. What's more, the storm
moved quickly over the affected area, de-
livering only 200-300 mm of rainfall and
sparing the region the severe flooding now
being experienced in Thailand.

Doksuri is just one of a spate of severe
tropical cyclones that have formed in recent
weeks, in both the Pacific and Atlantic re-
gions. Hurricanes Harvey, Irma and, most
recently, Maria have attracted global media
coverage, much of it focused on rarely con-
sidered angles such as urban planning, pov-
erty, poor development, politics, the media
coverage of disasters — as well as the peren-
nial question of climate change.

Disasters are finally being talked about
as part of a discourse of systemic oppres-

sion - and this is a great step forward.
VIETNAM'’S VULNERABILITY

In Vietnam, the root causes of disasters ex-

ist below the surface. The focus remains on

the natural hazards that trigger disasters,

rather than on the vulnerable conditions in

which many people are forced to live.

Unfortunately, the limited national di-
saster data in Vietnam does not allow an
extensive analysis of risk. Our research in
central Vietnam is working towards fill-
ing this gap and the development of more
comprehensive flood mitigation measures.

Central Vietnam has a long and ex-
posed coastline. It consists of 14 coastal
provinces and five provinces in the Cen-
tral Highlands. The Truong Son mountain
range rises to the west and the plains that
stretch to the coast are
fragmented and narrow.
River systems are dense,
short and steep, with rap-
id flows.

These physical char-
acteristics often combine
with widespread human
vulnerability, to deadly ef-
fect. We can see this in the
impact of Typhoon Doksu-
ri, but also to a lesser ex-
tent in the region’s annual
floods.

Rapid population
growth, industrial develop-
ment and agricultural ex-
pansion have all increased
flood risk, especially in

Vietnam'’s riverine and coastal areas. So-
cially marginalised people often have to live
in the most flood-prone places, sometimes
as a result of forced displacement.

Floods and storms therefore have a
disproportionately large effect on poorer
communities. Most people in central Viet-
nam depend on their natural environment
for their livelihood, and a disaster like
Doksuri can bring lasting suffering to a re-
gion where 30-50% of people are already
in poverty.

When disaster does strike, marginal-
ised groups face even more difficulty be-
cause they typically lack access to public
resources such as emergency relief and
insurance.

The rural poor will be particularly vul-
nerable after this storm. Affected households
have received limited financial support from
the local government, and many will depend
entirely on charity for their recovery.

BETTER RESEARCH, LESS
BUREAUCRACY
This is not to say that Vietnam’s govern-
ment did not mount a significant effect to
prepare and respond to Typhoon Doksuri.
But typically for Vietnam, where only the
highest levels of government are trusted
with important decisions, the response
was bureaucratic and centralised.

This approach can overlook the input
of qualified experts, and lead to decisions
being taken without enough data about di-
saster risk.

Our research has generated a more
detailed picture of disaster risk (focused

accurate, sensitive and targeted flood pro-
tection is possible. The challenge is to pro-
vide it on a much wider scale, particularly
in poor regions of the world.
REDUCE RISK, AND AVOID
CREATING NEW RISK

An effective risk management approach
can help to reduce the impacts of flooding
in central Vietnam. Before a disaster ever
materialises, we can work to reduce risk -
and avoid activities that exacerbate it - for
example land grabbing for development,
displacing the poor, environmental degra-
dation, discrimination against minorities.

It is critical that subject experts, par-
ticularly scientists, are involved in deci-
sions about disaster risk - in Vietnam and
around the world. There must be a shift
to more proactive approaches, guided by
deep knowledge both of the local context
and of the latest scientific advances.

Our maps will help planners and politi-
cians to recognise high-risk areas, prepare
flood risk plans, and set priorities for both
flood defences and responses to vulnera-
bility. The maps are also valuable tools for
communication.

But at the same time as emphasising
data-driven decisions, we also need to
advocate for a humanising approach in
dealing with some of the most oppressed,
marginalised, poor and disadvantaged
members of the global community.

[Chinh Luu is PhD candidate in Di-
saster Management, University of
Newcastle; Jason von Meding is Se-
nior Lecturer in Disaster Risk Re-
duction, University of Newcastle]
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Will use
modern tech
in road design:
Chowna Mein

ITANAGAR, SEP 21 (PTI):
Arunachal Pradesh Depu-
ty Chief Minister Chowna
Mein today said that the
state government will
encourage use of modern
technology to improve
road designing and bring
down maintenance cost.
He was inaugurating
the construction of four-
lane NH-415 from Chan-
dranagar to Papu Nallah
here under Package-A of
the project. He said the cost
of using latest technology
would be requested from
the Centre as the idea be-
hind bringing in modern
technology for road con-
struction would be mainly
to decrease maintenance
cost so that there would be
no recurring expenses later:

Tripura scribe’s killing ‘reckless,
inhuman’: press associations

NEw DELHI, SEP 21
(PTI): The media frater-
nity today condemned
the Kkilling of Tripura
journalist Santanu Bhow-
mick, saying it was a
“reckless” and “inhuman”
act to silence the voice of
the free press.

The Press Club of
India, Indian Women'’s
Press Corps, Press As-
sociation, Federation of
Press Clubs in India and
the North East Media Fo-
rum issued a joint state-
ment demanding a swift
probe into the incident.

“Santanu Bhowmick’s
life was taken away by
mindless violence when
he was discharging his

professional journalistic
duties. It is a reckless, in-
human act to silence the
voice of the free press in
the country and an as-
sault on the freedom of
press,” the statement said.

Bhowmick, who
worked with a local televi-
sion channel, was covering
a clash between the IPFT
and the Tripura Rajya Up-
ajati Ganamukti Parish-
ad, the tribal wing of the
CPI(M), in Mandai area of
West Tripura yesterday
when he was hit from be-
hind and abducted, a se-
nior police officer had said.

Later, the scribe was
found with serious stab
injuries and rushed to

Agartala Medical Col-
lege and Hospital where
doctors declared him
‘brought dead’, he said.
“We demand an im-
partial and swift probe
into the murder of the
young Tripura journalist
so that culprits can be
booked and brought to
justice. We also express
our solidarity and sup-
port to the Tripura Jour-
nalists’ Union in their
protest against the mur-
der,” the statement said.
“We demand that the
state government should
give adequate compensa-
tion to the family of the
young journalist whose
life was sniffed out in the

Bengal gets $300 mn ADB loan to
carry forward fiscal reforms

NEw DELHI, SEP 21 (PTI): Mul-
tilateral funding agency ADB on
Thursday said it has sanctioned a
USD 300 million loan facility for
carrying forward fiscal reforms in
West Bengal.

The board of Asian Develop-
ment Bank (ADB) approved a loan
of USD 300 million to continue
a comprehensive series of fiscal
reforms in West Bengal to bring
about more accessible, affordable,
and high quality public services,
ADB said in a release.

West Bengal, for the first time
in 2012 had received a USD 400
million from ADB -- its first poli-
cy based lending -- with an aim to
create a fiscal space necessary to
sustain higher public investment
in the eastern India.

“We entered into a successful
partnership through a first pro-
gramme in 2012 with the West

Bengal government to bring about
fiscal reforms that could put the
state s finances on a balanced and
sustainable path,” said Navendu
Karan, an ADB Senior Public Man-
agement Economist.

Karan said ADB recognised that
a full effect of reforms would re-
quire at least 5 year to materialise
alongside a follow on programme
to carry these forward.

In West Bengal, public invest-
ment as a percentage of gross state
domestic product reached almost
1.3 per cent in 2015-16 from 0.5
per centin 2011-12.

While, fiscal deficit reduced to
2.2 per cent from 3.4 per cent in
the same period, ADB stated.

Under new loan programme
to be carried out over two years,
linking medium term expenditure
plans to actual budgets supported
by strengthening internal audit

system and enhancements in the
integrated financial management
system (IFMS) are part of the re-
form process.

Other activities under the pro-
gramme include improved tax
monitoring and continued support
for information technology sys-
tems in strengthening tax and land
administration, ADB said.

The capital outlay as a percent-
age of gross state domestic prod-
uct is expected to rise to 2.2 per
cent by 2021- 22 under the second
programme, with improved bud-
get allocations geared toward de-
velopment expenditure, it said.

“Accompanying the loan is a
technical assistance grant of USD
500,000 to strengthen key institu-
tions responsible for carrying out
fiscal management reforms in the
Indian state,” ADB said further.

Tocklai Tea Research Insititute
develops tea wine

line of duty. The chief min-
ister should immediately
hold consultations with
the Agartala Press Club
and Tripura Journalists’
Union for taking steps for
safety and security of the
journalists,” it added.

Bhowmick’s  killing
comes days after the
murder of veteran editor
Gauri Lankesh in Ben-
galuru that had sparked
widespread outrage and
concern on the state of
free press in India.

Mizoram Govt holds peace talks with HPC(D)

ArzawL, SEp 21 (PTI):
Peace talks between
Mizoram government and
Hmar People’s Convention
(Democratic) resumed
today after five months, a
senior state Home depart-
ment official said.

Additional Secretary in
the Home department and
leader of the five-member
state government delega-
tion Lalbiakzama told PTI
that the talks were held
with mutual trust on both
the sides.

Lalbiakzama said that
they were deliberating
clause by clause of the
proposed legislation on

the autonomy, power and
functions of the Sinlung
Hills Council.

It was proposed in
the framework agree-
ment between Mizoram
government and the HPC
(D) that the existing Sin-
lung Hills Development
Council (SHDC), created
following the agreement
made between the state
government and the erst-
while HPC in 1994, would
be given more autonomy
to suit the interests of the
people of the area.

“We have high hopes
that the deliberations of
the proposed legislation

would be positively con-
cluded and we would be
able to take up nitty-grit-
ties of the proposed ac-
cord and also detailed
plans on surrender of the
HPC (D) militants along
with their arms by to-
morrow,” he said.

The additional secre-
tary in the Home depart-
ment expressed the hope
that the official level talks
which began on August
10 last year would be
concluded by this round
and from the next round,
the talks would be elevat-
ed to political level.

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM

WATER SECURITY & PUBLIC HEALTH ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT

GANGTOK-SIKKIM

Memo No : WPD —I(27) PHE/04-05(54)

Sealed tenders in percentage rates are invited on behalf of Governor of Sik-
kim for the works mentioned below from the APPROPRIATE CLASS of regis-
tered contractors enlisted under SPWD within the territorial jurisdiction as in-
dicated at column 7 of the table in ‘Details of works” and having experience in
such Government works to reach the office of the Divisional Engineer, Water
Security & Public Health Engineering Department, Nirman Bhawan, Gangtok,
East Sikkim as per the schedule given below.

Dated: 25.08.17

JorHAT, SEP 21 (PTI):
The cup that cheers will
now cheer Bacchus lovers
too as wine has been de-
veloped from tea in Assam
by a team of five Tocklai
Tea Research Institute sci-
entists who unveiled their
product here for public.

The scientists from
the department of Mycol-
ogy and Micro-Biology of
the pioneer tea research
institute developed three
varieties of tea wine -
CTC wine, Orthodox wine
and Green tea wine, said
Tocklai Tea Research In-
stitute Director Dr Anup
Kumar Baruah at the
launch yesterday.

Tea wine from the

three varieties of tea so
far is in the pipeline to go
commercial after it gets
commercialisation mode,
Baruah said.

Dr Prasanta Dutta, the
scientist who led the team,
said work was in process
since the last part of 2015
till a week ago and it was
officially launched for the
public yesterday during
Tocklai Tea Research As-
sociation (TRA) annual
general meeting.

He said the process
for commercialisation is
in the pipeline as there
were several steps to go
through for commer-
cial sale and it is a resi-
due-free wine prepared

from organic tea with to-
tally pesticide free green
tea which will benefit hu-
man health functioning.
Tea wine is a new
approach of Tocklai Tea
Research Institute to set
up an initiation in the
field of diversified prod-
uct of Assam tea, he said,
adding, fermentation
of different type of tea
with a symbolic culture
of beneficial microbes in
association with differ-
ent stimulating organic
agents that yields tea
wine which can be con-
sumed for its refreshing
and beneficial properties
on human health.
Different groups of

bio chemicals contained
in tea such as Flavonoids,

Tannins, Catechins,
Epicatechins, caffeine,
Epigallocatechin, Gal-

late (EPCG) along with
bio-chemicals  present
in the added organic
agents such as Resvera-
trol, Procyanidins, Car-
bohydrates, etc, work as
a great benefit to human
health, he claimed.

Explaining the bene-
fits of drinking tea wine,
Dutta claimed Polyphe-
nols presents in tea wine
help to prevent cardio-
vascular diseases, con-
trols sugar, fights off cold,
prevents dementia and
some cancers.

DETAILS OF TENDER
SI | Name of Cost of work | Earnest Cost of Time of Territorial
No. | Works put to Tender | Money (in | Tender completion | Jurisdic-
(in Rs.) Rs.) documents tion
(in Rs.)

1. |[Providing 75,90,683.00 | 1,89,767.00 | 15,000.00 6 (months) | Gangtok
dedicated Muncipal
Water Supply Corpora-
to Secretar- tion
iat Building
Tashiling,

Gangtok.
TIME SCHEDULE

1. | Date of submission of application
with Challan/Bank receipt for issue
of Tender Documents (Excluding
Tender Form)

05.10.2017to 09.10.2017 from 10.00 am
to 3.00 pm

2. | Date of issue of Tender Form on
submission of TDR (as earnest
money)

10.10.2017 & 11.10.2017 from 10.00 am
to 3.00 pm

3. | Date and time for submission of
Tender Form

13.10.2017 from 10.00 am to 12.00 Noon.

4. | Date and time of opening of Tender

13.10.2017 at 1.00 pm

time.

5. | No of tender shall be entertained after the expiry of the above schedule date and

6. | Tender form/documents could be obtained from the office of the Divisional Engi-

Kaziranga National Park to open
for tourists from October 2

KAZIRANGA, SEP 21 (PTI): Kaziran-
ga National Park in Assam, home to
one-horn Indian rhinos, will reopen
for tourists on October 2 next after
it was closed in May this year.

The Internationally acclaimed
UNESCO declared World Heritage
Site will reopen at 5 am at Mi-
himukh under Kohora Range of the
Park in presence of Assam Forest
Minister Pramila Rani Brahma and
local MLA-cum-Agriculture Minis-
ter Atul Bora, KNP Divisional For-
est officer Ruhini Ballav Saikia said
here today.

The Forest Minister is sched-
uled to open the Jeep Safari at Ba-
gori Range, while Bora will open
Burahpahar Range in the Park,
KNP Divisional Forest officer Ruhi-
ni Ballav Saikia said here today.

Domestic and international
visitors from Germany and Aus-
tralia were likely to be in the first
group of a 14-member elephant
safari that is to be kicked off from
Mihimukh elephant safari point

¥3

re

under Kohora Range, Saikia said.
Agoratoli Range famous for mi-
gratory avines and pelican gallery
will remain closed for tourists due
to massive destruction by floods
during the recent devastating del-
uge that claimed the life of several
rhinos, swamp deer, hog deer and
other animals there, he added.

Kaziranga famous for the en-
dangered one-horn Great Indian
Rhinoceros, tiger, deer among
several other species of wildlife
remains closed annually between
May to September during the
floods that overrun the Park forc-
ing the animals there to migrate to
the hills across for succour.

neer, (W/S & Project) Water Security & Public Health Engineering Department.

ments.

R.O. No. 326/ipr/pub/classi./17-18

The prescribed Non-Transferable Tender Documents (excluding the tender
Form) can be obtained on production of requisite Bank Receipt of the State
Bank of Sikkim towards the cost of tender documents (Non-refundable) un-
der the receipt Head “0215W/S & Sanitation 800 — Other receipt” Cost of
Tender Form” and submitted the same along with attested the copies of the
following documents:-

a. An application signed by the contractor for availing the Tender Docu-

b. Validated/Updated Contractor Enlistment Certificate.
c. Latest Professional Tax Clearance Certificate.

NOTE: It is necessary to produce original copy of the above documents/cer-
tificates for verification at the time of issue of tender documents.

Divisional Engineer (W/S & Project),
Water Security & P.H.E. Department,
Government of Sikkim, Gangtok.

Sd/-

dated: 20.9.2017
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RUSFC remains unbeatable

In ongoing premier league

SAGAR CHETTRI
GANGTOK, 21 SEPT:

oys Club, Gangtok edged past Pa-

kyong United Football Club 2-1 in
the ongoing Play247 Sikkim Premier
League 2017 here at Paljor Stadium
today.

With the help of a goal by Ashwin Rai
in the 16th minute, Boys Club finished
the first half with 1-0 lead. Ram Chettri
extended the lead of Boys Club to 2-0
in the 54th minute of the second half.

A goal by Subham Basnett for Pakyong
United FC in the 58th minute gave some
hope to the team but the team was not
able to net any further goals. Finally, the
match ended with a score line of 2-1 to
give 3 points to Boys Club.

The unstoppable Royal United Sik-
kim Football Club [RUSFC] registered an
easy win against Dzongri Football Club
in another match today in the premier
division. With the help of a hattrick by
Amir Lama, RUSFC thrashed Dzongri FC
6-1 to win 3 more points.

After winning all six matches in the
league so far, RUSFC is presently on top
in the point rally with 18 points.

RUSFC finished the first half with
1-0 lead with the help of Amir Lama’s
goal in the 30th minute. Amir Lama
scored his brace in the 47th minute and
then RUSFC players were unstoppable
making constant attacks on the oppo-
nent’s goalposts. Prashant Chettri in
the 61st minute and Sanjay Chettri in
the 67th minute extended the lead of
RUSFC to 4-0.

Dzongri FC tried to bounce back in
the match with a goal from Labung in
the 75th minute but it was too late for
them. Amir Lama scored his hattrick
goal in the 80th minute and another goal
by Lhendup Bhutia in the 87th minute
sealed the 6-1 victory for RUSFC.

On 22 Sept, the first match will
be played between Sikkim Aakraman
Football Club and the State Sports
Academy while Sikkim Himalayan
Sporting Club will take on Sikkim Po-
lice in another match.

Tie-up of Mumbai
academy with
UK-based
football entity

MumBAl, SEP 21 (PTI):
UK-based FCV Interna-
tional Football Academy,
with former A-League
coach Tony Walmsley at
its helm, has launched its
new venture in Mumbai
in association with city-
based SRS Sports to pro-
duce talent who can take
up professional football.

“Raw talent needs to
be identified and nur-
tured in a proper envi-
ronment. My role is to
first identify the talent,”
the Manchester-born
Walmsley told reporters
here today.

“Between myself and
FCV, we’re bringing a
lot of expertise into the
country,” said Walmsley
who has 25 years coach-
ing experience, is a hold-
er of an Asian Football
Confederation Pro-diplo-
ma and has specialised
in the development of
talent at youth level in
Europe and Oceania.

A four-day trial is to
be conducted at the Lions
Sports Complex in Santa

Cruz here from Septem-
ber 28 by the FCV acade-
my, it was announced.

According to Amit
Desai, director of SRS
Sports which is into
coaching in cricket, foot-
ball and tennis, there will
be two types of squads
- development and per-
formance - with the lat-
ter geared up towards
producing professional
football players.

“Between 22 and 25
players would be picked
in three age groups for
the performance squad,”
said Desai who, however,
refused to divulge how
much each aspiring foot-
baller will be charged for
undergoing the stint with
the UK-based club.

“That will be an-
nounced on September
28,” he said.

SRS Sports currently
has 22 football coaches
headed by Firmin D’Sou-
za, a committee member
of the Mumbai District
Football Association.

GENERAL LAND
FOR SALE: Roadside

plots (general land)
available for sale at
Adampool, east Sikkim.

Contact 9434117687
for further details and
to arrange site visits.

Governor’s Unit Citation presented

Bhartrihari’s iconic Sanskrit
verses now in English

to Slkklm Battallon NCC cadets

GANGTOK, 20 SEPT (IPR):
In a historic event at Raj
Bhawan, 35 NCC cadets
of Sikkim were conferred
with Governor’s medal by
the Governor of Sikkim at
Ashirwaad Hall today. The
35 cadets were honoured
for their participation in
various national and state
level events.

The medals to the ca-
dets were presented by the
Governor, Shriniwas Patil,
First Lady Rajani Devi Patil,
Minister HRDD, RB Subba,
Additional Chief Secretary
and Secretary HRDD, GP
Upadhyaya, ADG NCC Kol-
kata Maj Gen LB Chand,
officers from HRDD, NCC,
Principals from various
schools, NCC officers and
cadets were also present.

The Governor, in his
address, said that he was
elated that such an event
was being held for the
first time in Sikkim and
since he himself had been
a cadet in his earlier time,
this programme was thus
close to his heart. He con-
gratulated all the cadets
on their achievements
and urged them to keep
participating in commu-
nity service so that they
contribute to the welfare
of the state and the nation.
He also encouraged the
young cadets to join the
armed forces and serve
the country with zeal, ded-
ication and pride.

GP Upadhyaya in his
opening address termed
the event as historic and

said that the 35 cadets
from different institu-
tions across the state were
recognized for their pro-
fessional excellence and
devotion to duty. He also

gave a brief introduction
about NCC and said that
it was formed with the
National Cadet Corps Act
of 1948. Mr Upadhyaya
also stated that the state

should feel proud asithas
the highest concentration
of NCC cadets to the popu-
lation as compared to the
rest of the country.

The programme end-

ed w1th the vote of thanks
by Col Mangat Saini CO, 3
Sikkim NCC Bn which was
followed by group photo-
graphs of the awardees
with the Governor.

NEw DELHI, SEP 21 (PTI): Over 300
iconic verses of Bhartrihari, one of the
greatest Sanskrit poets of all time, in
which he expounds on the most en-
during concerns and dilemmas like liv-
ing, loving and leaving have now been
translated into English.

The book “Three Hundred Verses:
Musings On Life, Love and Renuncia-
tion”, having the verses translated by A
N D Haksar, captures the verve, acuity
and erotic charge of Bhartrihari’s most
significant works, the publishers Pen-
guin Books said.

Although composed centuries ago,
the full force of Bhartrihari’s genius
is apparently evident in these poems,
bursting with lush imagery and brim-
ming with deep philosophical musings.

Covering a wide range of themes -
from the first stirrings of young love to
the challenges of accepting life’s tran-
sience - these verses are sure to reso-

nate with contemporary readers.

Bhartrihari’s poetry is frequently
quoted in ancient anthologies and laud-
ed in old commentaries. Although very
little is known about his life and origins,
scholarly consensus places him roughly
around 450-500 CE.

The “Shataka Trayam” or “Trishati”
of Bhartrihari is among the best known
and most quoted works of Sanskrit lit-
erature.

The translation aims to preserve the
verses of “Shataka Trayam” in contem-
porary language for modern-day read-
ers, says Haksar.

“The verses are replete with suc-
cinct thoughts and sharp images. Their
tone ranges from cynical to wishful.
From erotic to didactic, from pensive to
completely detached. Their language is
simple and clear,” he says, adding he has
attempted to reflect all the qualities in
free-verse form.

Report flags debt bondage, child
labour in brick Kiln industry

NEw DELHI, SEP 21 (PTI): Millions of workers
are employed in brick kilns in India, only to be
found in endemic levels of debt bondage and
the worst forms of child labour, according to a
new report by an anti-slavery group.

The study by the London-based Anti-Slav-
ery International noted that women were
“invisible workers” in the kilns and were de-
prived of all employment benefits.

“Workers are hired as a family unit, and
wages are exclusively paid to the male head of
the household unit,” the study said.

The report focuses on brick kiln mould-
ers, who form the majority of the workforce at
brick kilns in Punjab which was the focal point
of the research.

Another finding was that one-third of the
total workforce in brick kilns were children, of
whom a staggering 65 to 80 per cent were be-

tween the ages of five and 14 years.

“Children reported working an average of
nine hours a day in the summer months and
seven hours a day in the winter months, re-
gardless of whether they worked as a ‘main
worker’ or ‘support worker’,” the study said.

These children are deprived of education
and other “early childhood service”.

Those between the ages of 14 and 18 years
were found to be working “on average 12
hours a day in summer months and 10 hours
a day during the winter months”.

“Seventy-seven per cent of this age group
reported working as a main worker and 23 per
cent as a support worker.”

Anti-Slavery International said this was in
violation of international laws, under which
children under 18 should not be working in
slavery or practices similar to slavery, includ-

ing debt bondage, or in work
that is likely to harm health.

The bonded nature of la-
bour, according to the report,
is a manifestation of workers
-- 96 per cent -- taking an ad-
vance or loan before starting
work in the kilns.

“The provision of an ad-
vance/loan is a key part of the

bonded labour system, and is
used in the kilns, along with
withholding of wages and other measures to
control workers,” the study noted.

It also brought to light practices such as
payment of workers according to a piece rate,
withholding of wages and payment below
minimum wage, resulting in constant poverty
and marginalisation, which in turn leads to ex-

ploitation and slavery.

The findings of the report are based on two
primary data sources -- a 2016 research that
interviewed brick kiln workers from Chhattis-
garh, Punjab and Uttar Pradesh, and a baseline
study conducted in 2015-16 in Punjab, where
over 3,000 workers were interviewed and 208
brick kilns were surveyed.
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All parties
agree to accept
Lanka unitary
state: PM Ranil

CoLoMBo, SEP 21 (PTI):
All political groups in
Sri Lanka, including the
main Tamil party, have
agreed to accept the
country as an indivisible
state in the new Consti-
tution, Prime Minister
Ranil ~ Wickremesinghe
said today.

Wickremesinghe’s
remarks came as he pre-
sented a report of the all
party steering committee
on formulating the Con-
stitution in Parliament.
The new Constitution
was a key promise of Sri
Lankan President Mai-
thripala Sirisena during
the 2015 elections and
is primarily meant to ad-
dress the grievances of
minorities.

The report will be
debated both  within
and outside Parliament
before the final bill is
passed through a two-
third majority followed
by referendum.

“The Tamil National
Alliance (TNA) has tak-
en the unprecedented
position that they would
agree to the content of
this interim report pro-
vided the two main po-
litical parties accept it,”
Wickremesinghe said.

The interim report
has replaced the word
‘unitary’ with ‘unified’
but has refrained from
proposing a federal sta-
tus for country which
Tamil political groups
have been demanding.
The TNA has been press-
ing for a federal solution
to address political as-
pirations of the Tamil
community, claiming dis-
crimination by the ma-
jority Sinhalese.

The federal solution
is being viewed as the
moderate stance as op-
posed to the LTTE s sep-
aratist campaign of over
three decades to create
a separate Tamil state in
north and east.

Wickremesinghe said
the interim report was
the result of the formula-
tion of the Constitutional
Assembly with the par-
ticipation of all political
parties in March 2016.

“This is only a draft,
not a legally binding doc-
ument.

The final draft (con-
stitution) would be done
only after subjecting this
report for public debate,”
Wickremesinghe said.

The TNA's R Sam-
panthan, who is also the
main opposition leader,
said this opportunity
should not be missed and
all parties must come to-
gether to bring in a new
Constitution.

Sri Lanka wants to
change the 1978 Consti-
tution.

The proposal to end
executive Presidency has
not been agreed upon by
major parties and Prime
minister hoped that
they will soon arrive at a
consensus. The Marxist
JVP, stressed the need to
abolish the presidency
while the Joint Opposi-
tion backing the former
President Mahinda Ra-
japaksa said the report
would dilute the island s
unitary character and re-
duce the foremost place
accorded Buddhism in
previous constitutions.

50 nations ink UN nuclear ban treaty opposed by big powers

United Nations, Sept 21 (AP):
Fifty countries have signed a
treaty to ban nuclear weapons,
a pact that the world’s nuclear
powers spurned but support-

step towards the universally held
goal of a world free of nuclear
weapons,” he said yesterday.
Supporters of the pact
say it's time to push harder

boycotted negotiations. The
US, Britain and France said the
prohibition wouldn’t work and
would end up disarming their
nations while emboldening

ers hailed as a historic agree-

ment nonetheless.

“You are the states that are
showing moral leadership in a
world that desperately needs
such moral leadership today,’
Beatrice Fihn, executive director
of the International Campaign to
Abolish Nuclear Weapons, said
as a signing ceremony began.

Before the day was out, 50
states as different as Indone-
sia and Ireland had put their
names to the treaty; others

can sign later if they like.

Guyana, Thailand and the
Vatican also have already rat-
ified the treaty, which needs
50 ratifications to take effect
among the nations that back
it. They would be barred from

developing, testing, produc-
ing, manufacturing, other-
wise acquiring, possessing or
stockpiling nuclear weapons
“under any circumstances.”
Seven decades after the
United States dropped two

Amid

atomic bombs on Japan during
World War II, the only use of
nuclear weapons, there are
believed to be about 15,000 of
them in the world today.

rising
over North Korea’s nuclear

toward

done

pursue

and missile tests, UN Sec-
retary-General Antonio Gu-
terres said on Tuesday that
the threat of a nuclear attack
is at its highest level since the
end of the Cold War.

“This treaty is an important

tensions

weapons than nations have
through
50-year-old Nuclear Non-Pro-
liferation Treaty.

Under its terms, non-nu-
clear nations agreed not to

for a commitment by the five
original nuclear powers -- the
US, Russia, Britain, France
and China -- to move toward
nuclear disarmament and to
guarantee other states’ access
to peaceful nuclear technolo-
gy for producing energy.

More than 120 countries
approved the new nuclear
weapons ban treaty in July over
opposition from nuclear-armed
countries and their allies, who

eliminating atomic

the nearly

nukes in exchange

“bad actors,” in US Ambassador
Nikki Haley’s words.

French Foreign Minister
Jean-Yves Le Drian has called
the treaty “wishful thinking”
that is “close to irresponsible.”

The nuclear powers have
suggested instead strengthen-
ing the nonproliferation trea-
ty, which they say has made
a significant dent in atomic
arsenals. Brazil was the first
country to sign onto the ban
yesterday, followed by nations
from Algeria to Venezuela.

“Those who still hold nu-
clear arsenals, we call upon
them to join this date with his-
tory,” Costa Rican President
Luis Guillermo Solis said as he
prepared to sign.

Hassan Rouhani has used his speech at the United Nations General Assembly to slam the United States and present Iran as a moderate and mea-
sured international player. Speaking on Wednesday morning in New York, the Iranian President said his regime strives “to build peace and pro-
mote the human rights of people and nations”. He responded to Donald Trump’s Tuesday address, which fiercely criticised Iran, calling it “ignorant,
absurd and hateful rhetoric” that was “unfit to be heard at the United Nations”. Mr Rouhani also defended the 2015 nuclear deal made between
Western states and his country, warning that if the United States abandoned the agreement they would lose the international community’s trust.

Japan PM says time for North Korea dialogue is over

UNITED NATIONS, SEP 20 (AFP):
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe today declared the time for
dialogue with North Korea is over
and rallied behind a US warning
that “all options” are on the table

Addressing the UN General
Assembly, Abe said “there is not
much time left” to take action
on North Korea which in recent
weeks has detonated another
nuclear bomb and fired a series
of missiles over or near Japan.

A day after US President
Donald Trump threatened to
“totally destroy” North Korea if
it attacks, Abe said: “We consis-
tently support the stance of the
United States: that ‘all options

are on the table!

Abe said that the world has al-
ready tried exhaustively to reach
a negotiated settlement with
North Korea, starting with the US-

backed 1994 Agreed Framework
which collapsed a decade later.

“Again and again, attempts to
resolve issues through dialogue
have all come to naught. In what
hope of success are we now re-
peating the very same failure a
third time?” he said.

“What is needed to do that is
notdialogue, but pressure,” he said.

He voiced alarm at North
Korea’s military progress, which
he said had brought the regime
to the threshold of mastering
hydrogen bombs and intercon-
tinental ballistic missiles, which
would be able to strike the Unit-
ed States.

Abe demanded the strict im-
plementation of UN sanctions on
Kim Jong-Un’s regime, the latest
round of which includes a ban
on the country’s textile exports
and a freeze on work permits

to North Korean guest workers.
But years of sanctions have had
limited effects on North Korea,
which follows a “juche” ideol-
ogy of self-reliance and counts
on neighboring China as its eco-
nomic lifeline.

China -- which has grown
frustrated by Kim’s actions but
also fears the consequences of
his regime’s collapse -- has re-
peatedly urged dialogue, with
Foreign Minister Wang Yi yes-
terday urging an end to the “cur-
rent deepening vicious cycle.”

Swedish  Prime
Stefan Lofven, responding to
Trump’s bellicose speech, called
for dialogue in tandem with im-
plementation of sanctions.

“There is no military solution
because that would be a disaster,
not only for North Korea but for
South Korea, the whole peninsu-

la, Japan,” Lofven told reporters.

But Abe warned that global
credibility was on the line, say-
ing that only North Korea has
been “allowed such self- indul-
gence” in its defiance of the Se-
curity Council.

“North Korea is attempting
to dismiss with a smirk the ef-
forts towards disarmament we
have assiduously undertaken
over the years,” Abe said.

Abe, Japan’s longest-serving
post-World War II prime minis-
ter, rose to political prominence
on his calls for a tough line on
North Korea over its past ab-
ductions of Japanese civilians.
He has also pressed for a shed-
ding of defense taboos in Japan,
whose US-imposed constitution
forbids the country from ever
again waging war.

Minister

S&P cuts China’s debtrating over ‘financial risks’

BEIJING, SEP 21 (AFP):
Standard & Poor’s slashed
China’s credit rating to-
day, warning that a pro-
longed period of debt
growth had raised “eco-
nomic and financial risks”.
S&P, which down-
graded China’s debt from
AA-minus to A- plus, is
the second major credit
ratings agency to slash
the Asian giant’s rating
after Moody’s made the
same decision in May. “The
downgrade reflects our as-
sessment that a prolonged
period of strong credit
growth has increased Chi-
na’s economic and finan-
cial risks,” New York-based
S&P said in a statement.
While the credit
growth has fuelled China’s
economic expansion and
high asset prices, “we be-
lieve it has also diminished
financial stability to some
extent’, the agency said.

Debt-fuelled invest-
ment in infrastructure and
real estate has underpinned
China’s growth for years,
but Beijing has launched a leverage could stabilise the
crackdown amid fears of a  trend of financial risk in the

NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES

DEAR FALCON EVENING
Draw time: 08:00 pm onwards
Draw No:8 DrawDate on:21/09/17
1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 76D 13732
(Including Super Prize Amt)
2nd Prize Rs.9497/- 13732 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
3rd Prize Rs.9,000/-
00516 09358 44523 52587 53720
59336 62479 70075 91475 99781
4th Prize Rs.500/- 0679 2011 2489 4555 5123 6155 6625 7719 8629 9114
Sth Prize Rs.250/- 2438 2873 3967 6427 7141 7807 8047 8228 9351 9581
6th Prize Rs.120/-
0058 0069 0104 0281 0488 0548 0576 0612 0702 0805
0848 1216 1259 1361 1487 1501 1565 1642 1685 1950
1957 1959 2348 2367 2409 2693 2718 2750 2762 2802
3254 3322 3359 3408 3424 3561 3570 3626 3677 3713
3774 3982 4049 4092 4290 4343 4401 4438 4512 4891
4975 5010 5100 5263 5281 5284 5290 5336 5436 5455
5587 5665 5705 5713 5850 5851 5901 6026 6047 6307
6372 6439 6476 6531 6574 6617 6699 6996 7517 7569
7612 7771 7826 7877 7944 8287 8554 8565 8604 8661
8667 8673 8851 9276 9471 9579 9739 9825 9886 9916
Issued by:
The Director, Nagaland State Lotteries, Kohima, Nagaland
For Results, Please visit: www.nagalandlotteries.com
KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE

potential financial crisis.
“The recent intensifi-

cation of government ef-

forts to rein in corporate

medium term,” S&P said.
“However, we foresee
that credit growth in the
next two to three years
will remain at levels that
will increase financial

risks gradually.”

When Moody’s down-
graded China in May, it
was the first time in al-
most three decades that it
was cut.

Nepal to re-measure

SHIRISH B PRADHAN
KATHMANDU, SEP 21
(PTI):

or the first time, Nepal

will re-measure the
height of the Mt Everest
on its own, amid reports
that the height of the
world’s highest peak has
changed after the deadly
2015 earthquake in the
Himalayan nation.

The height of the peak
was last determined at
8,848 metres in 1955, by
an Indian survey.

“The Department of
Survey, government of
Nepal will re- measure
the height of Mt Everest
very soon,” said Depu-
ty Director General of
the Department Neeraj
Manandhar, who is di-
rectly involved in the task
of conducting the survey.

“There are reports
that changes are noticed
in the height of the Ev-
erest due to the recent
earthquakes. We are con-
ducting the survey of the
Everest on our own,” he
said.

The department is
currently working on
preparing infrastructure
such as acquiring equip-
ment for the survey, he
told PTL

After the necessary
infrastructure becomes
ready the survey work
will begin within the
current fiscal year, he in-
formed.

Various internation-
al experts have claimed
that the height of the Ev-
erest has changed over

SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES

DEAR WORTHY MORNING
Draw No:3 DrawDate on:21/09/17

1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 97L 09825
(Including Super Prize Amt)
2nd Prize Rs.9497/- 09825 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
3rd Prize Rs.9,000/-
02847 32079 39341 44640 50902
55696 69639 85297 88190 92599
4th Prize Rs.500/- 1184 1337 1974 2004 3289 4846 5432 7039 7515 9821
5th Prize Rs.250/- 0014 0165 0247 1126 2879 4088 4204 4837 5933 6598
6th Prize Rs.120/-
0050 0290 0359 0372 0393 0504 0571 0675 0769 0952
1129 1321 1511 1547 1814 1876 2021 2087 2194 2475
2611 2741 2819 2831 3019 3117 3173 3199 3245 3253
3255 3290 3356 3374 3441 3454 3548 3584 3719 3804
3813 3860 3880 3940 3967 4137 4142 4361 4364 4412
4445 4510 4541 4606 4649 4676 4782 4819 5276 5352
5426 5428 5457 5524 5569 5613 5702 5796 5801 5891
5965 6023 6110 6226 6256 6269 6381 6556 6680 6993
7033 7215 7290 7944 8024 8431 8444 8453 8556 8692
8736 8756 8855 8942 9105 9590 9756 9862 9870 9876

Issued by:

DEAR KIND
Draw No:8 DrawDate on:21/09/17

1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 90B 50747
(Including Super Prize Amt)

2nd Prize Rs.9497/- 50747 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)

3rd Prize Rs.9,000/-
04852 05330 15576 21788 26031
31514 44887 49759 67395 96499

4th Prize Rs.500/- 1665 2978 4920 6184 6725 7029 7051 8791 9245 9283
5th Prize Rs.250/- 0305 2316 2975 3079 5622 6034 6163 6847 7341 7425

6th Prize Rs.120/-

0040 0079 0326 0437 0722 0764 0776 0940 1058 1203
1212 1389 1460 1547 1773 1928 2034 2089 2111 2713
2781 2806 2863 3030 3178 3277 3308 3464 3505 3549
3606 3757 3927 3960 4042 4282 4337 4378 4399 4402
4469 4576 4708 4792 4849 4929 5026 5038 5085 5134
5153 5812 5883 6139 6148 6260 6457 6593 6647 6767
6773 6796 6812 7031 7308 7405 7486 7605 7696 7775
7861 7897 7910 7966 7985 8009 8014 8070 8111 8242
8384 8438 8553 8703 8731 8774 8841 8914 8919 9043

9135 9325 9492 9609 9710 9793 9807 9843 9853 9919

Mt Everest height

the time. The US and Chi-
nese teams have given
different heights of the
Everest, sparking contro-
versy. This has necessi-
tated the task of re- mea-
suring the height so as
to ascertain the correct
height, Manandhar said.

In 2005, Chinese
team concluded that the
height of the Everest is
8,844 metres on the ba-
sis of the rock without
taking into account the
snow covering the moun-
tain peak. However, Ne-
pal government has tak-
en the snow as the basis
for measuring the height.

Another  important
reason for re-measur-
ing the height is that we
wanted to know if the
devastating earthquake
of April 2015 made any
significant change in the
height, he pointed out.

“The Department of
Survey possesses all the
technical know-how for
measuring the height
of the mountain and we
will bear the cost on our
own,” he said.

The department has
estimated two years’
time period for complet-
ing the survey and a bud-
get of 250 million Nep-
alese rupees has been
allocated for the purpose.

“Nepal has not mea-
sured the height of the
Everest on its own and
this time we are doing
s0,” he added. The base of
measuring the height will
be Indian mean sea level,
he added.

The Director, Sikkim State Lotteries, Deorali-737102, Gangtok, Sikkim.

Please Visit: www.sikkimlotteries.com
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not!

e squeaked a triumphant ‘YES’
when Deepika Padukone an-
nounced yesterday that we’ll get go
meet Rani Padmavati by sunrise today.
A couple of hours ago, Deepika
shared some stunning posters of her
in and as Padmavati. While you read
this she’s trending on #1 everywhere
right now and rightly so. These post-
ers are so stunning, impactful and
mesmerising.Looks like Sanjay Leela
Bhansali has crafted a masterpiece yet
again. Or is it too early to tell? Guess

While the marvelling over these
continues, we can’t wait to see what’s
in store for is with the looks of the
leading men of the magnum opus -
Shahid Kapoor as King Ratan Singh
and Ranveer Singh as the menacing

DEEPIKA PADUKONE
AS RANI PADMAVATI
IS BEYOND EPICI!

Allaudin

Shahid’s

poster i

this kind

All in

Sigh.

Padmavati is Ranveer and Deep-
ika’s third film with SLB after Ram
Leela and Bajirao Mastani. And it’s

As far as Deepika’s look in this

stands out and we won'’t be surprised
if the meme world makes Kajol join
the party. A picture of DP in somewhat

terday but soon we found out that it
was from a commercial shoot.

the best film of the year ... Since 2017
itself is a flop at the ticket windows.

Padmavati and December brighten
up our year, already! The film comes
out December 01.

Khilji.

first with the maestro.

s concerned, the unibrow

of aroyal look went viral yes-

all, Padmavati might just be

K-POP
BTS SMASHES K-POP RECORDS

WITH ‘DNA’ MUSIC VI

TS broke new ground for K-pop within 24 hours of releas-

ing their music video for “DNA,” along with their much-
hyped album, Love Yourself: Her.

“DNA” accumulated 20 million views in 20 hours and 48
minutes, topping out at 21 million by the 24-hour mark. This
nearly doubles the performance of “Not Today,” which hit al-
most 11 million views in the same window. BTS broke records,
as Soompi reports, as the fastest K-pop group to reach 10 mil-
lion (which took about eight hours) and 20 million views.

The video knocked Taylor Swift's “Bad Blood” out of the
11th spot (or the 6th among music videos). Swift's revenge an-
them featuring Kendrick Lamar peaked at 20.1 million views
after 24 hours in May 2015. Swift can sleep easy, though, as
“Look What You Made Me Do” sits at the top of the pack as the
most viewed online music video in a single day after reaching
43.2 million views within a 24-hour period.The boy band’s
placement is big news for K-pop -- Psy’s “Gentleman” sits
snugly at the 6th spot (or the 2nd, if we’re only counting music
videos), but BTS is the highest-placing K-pop group. BTS also
bested Nicki Minaj’s “Anaconda” (No. 8 among music videos),
Miley Cyrus’s “Wrecking Ball” (No. 9) and Rihanna’s “Work”
(No. 15).

FENTY FUN: Valerian actress and singer Rihanna
toasted her Fenty Beauty x Harvey Nichols launch in

London.

22nd SEPTEMBER

1914: For the first time in
wartime the capabilities of
Submarine warfare is seen
when a German U-Boat
submarine sinks three British
cruisers, the Aboukir, the
Hogue, and the Cressy, in just
over one hour.

1938: 250 have died in the
New England Hurricane
and Cape Cod is completely
isolated due to high winds
and tidal waves, many fear for
the lives and safety of those on
Cape Cod and it is expected it
will be tomorrow before the
full scale of the catastrophe
can be assessed. Currently the
property damage is estimated
at many million of dollars and
will only increase when an
assessment of the damage to
Cape Cod can be assessed.
1965: A cease fire is declared
between India and Pakistan
over Kashmir.

1968: The future King of
England  Prince  Charles
has joined the Cambridge
Footlights and will been
treading the boards as an
actor, Many famous stars and
singers started their career in
this club.

1999: Saudi Arabia has
added its voice to other Arab
countries threats to boycott
the Walt Disney entertainment
company in protest against

AsststntProfessor in History,
Namchi Govt. College

the Israeli exhibit at the
millennium show in Florida
which portray Jerusalem as
the capital of Israel. Jerusalem
is a divided city and the
status of Jerusalem remains
one of the core issues in the
Israeli - Palestinian conflict
as Palestinians foresee East
Jerusalem as the capital of
their future state.

2005: Three children in
Indonesia who have died in
the last week and exhibited
symptoms of the H5N1 strain
of the Bird Flu virus are being
tested and if positive will join
the confirmed 4 deaths in
Indonesia from H5N1 strain of
Avian Flu. Indonesia is one of
the only countries who have
not carried out mass culling
of domestic birds following an
outbreak with other countries
culling many millions of
chickens and other domestic
birds.

2013: At least seventy-five
people were Killed in a twin-
suicide bomb attack on the All
Saints Christian church in the
Peshawar, Pakistan. Taliban
members of Pakistan claimed
responsibility for the attacks.
Over 120 other people were
injured as aresultof the attack,
which was done in retaliation
to US drone attacks.

' RANVEER TO PORTRAY BISEXUALITY
IN BHANSALI'S PADMAVATI

anjay Leela Bhansali’s Padmavati is undoubtedly the
most awaited film of the year. The magnum opus features

ARCTIC CIRCLE
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the stellar star cast of Ranveer Singh, Deepika Padukone and
Shahid Kapoor. Ever since the film was announced, the film
has been surprising us. Initially we got to know that it is Sha-
hid and not Ranveer who will romance Deepika in the film,
and then we recently learned that Aditi Rao Hydari plays the
love interest and one of the wives of Ranveer in the film.
And today we get to know that Ranveer’s character will
be bisexual in the film. If these reports are to be believed,
Bhansali will not only showcase Alauddin Khilji’s (played by
Ranveer) fascination and attraction towards Rani Padmava-
ti (played by Deepika) but also towards his slave-general,
Malik Kafur. The reports further suggest that it is none other
than the Neerja fame actor Jim Sarbh who will play the role

(mae e BLows!)

CAAAGGHH
kg

1 _.

of Malik Kafur.
Ranveer had earlier revealed on a chat show that he
wouldn’t mind playing such roles if the script demands him
to do so.

Eabblat i

ARIES: Strange, exciting, and viv-
id dreams may inspire your creativ-
ity today. You might want to try a
new art form or study the works of
innovators. Romance and sex are
especially important to you, Aries,
though insecurities about a partner
may restrain you from expressing
your feelings. Take a chance - let
the person know what you need
right now. Your friend may be
pleasantly surprised.

TAURUS: Concerns about your
home or mother may mean you
have to deal with some rather un-
pleasant or untrustworthy people.
Lack of knowledge could have you
in a quandary about how to address
the situation. It would be a good
idea to prepare by gathering all the

THE DAY AHEAD

facts you might need. Stay centered
and focused, Taurus, and use your
inner strength to hold out for the
best for all concerned.

GEMINI: Juicy but perhaps un-
kind gossip might reach you today.
You may doubt the motives of a
close friend. Examine any tips you
receive and ascertain the true facts
before you accept it as truth. Much
of the information is likely to be
wrong. Your imagination is flying
high, so you might want to try writ-
ing or drawing.

CANCER: Money matters may
seem vague today, Cancer. Uncer-
tainty about how to manage your
affairs might plague you throughout
the day. Planning for the immediate
future could also be difficult. You

may be expecting some funds that
may not come yet, or you might
not be certain if you need to make
a specific purchase. Keep occupied.
You can’t rush it, and obsessing
does no good.

LEO: Troubles in the family may
have you toying with the idea of
moving or at least making some
changes in your household. Some-
one close to you hasn’t been honest
with you, Leo, and that also has you
feeling a bit down. Kick around as
many ideas as you can, but don’t
make any decisions today. It isn’t
the time. Wait until you’re in a
more positive and optimistic state
of mind.

VIRGO: Your intuition and imag-
ination are operating at a ve

high level today, and you may be
inspired to write. However, you
aren’t likely to have enough ideas
or information to actually put pen
to paper. There’s no rush, though.
Take some time to allow the ideas
to crystallize and set them down
later. Someone in a bad mood may
draw you into a quarrel. Brush it off
and say you’re busy!

LIBRA: There may be doubt about
the outcome of a project that means
a lot to you. It may involve finan-
cial problems or lack the support
from others that you require in
order to complete it. Your doubts
are most likely groundless, Libra,
but it doesn’t hurt to hedge your
bets a little and seek what you need
elsewhere. This is likely to be a

temporary delay. All signs indicate
success.

SCORPIO: Your mind might be on
power struggles that have caused
quarrels among your friends, plac-
ing you in an uncomfortable po-
sition. Conflicting loyalties might
come up when others draw you into
the fray, Scorpio. Stay out of it! You
could get angry, and this wouldn’t
do you any good. Think of some-
thing else until you calm down and
regain your perspective.
SAGITTARIUS: Daydreams and
fantasies about faraway lands and
exotic places might have you think-
ing about dropping everything and
taking off for a while. You aren’t
usually impulsive, Sagittarius, but
today you feel restless. If you have

no obligations, and if weather per-
mits, go someplace where you can
experience a change of scenery. We
all need it from time to time.
CAPRICORN: You may have a
very strange and somewhat disturb-
ing dream about a friend tonight,
Capricorn. It may wake you up in
an unsettled state. Write it down if
you can. This might exorcise some
of the emotions involved and shed
some light on whatever caused you
to have the dream. Don’t worry!
Chances are it’s symbolic and not
prophetic.

AQUARIUS: A lack of communi-
cation between you and someone
close could lead to misunderstand-
ings, Aquarius. This might not
seem that important, but some-

times a lack of clarity can lead to
bad feelings in the future. Make
your intentions clear to everyone.
If someone misinterprets anything
thing you say, explain it more pre-
cisely right then. You don’t want
some careless words to come back
to haunt you.

PISCES: Today, Pisces, you may
feel out of sorts. You probably ar-
en’t ill, but you may be tired. You
could also suffer from vague aches
and pains that are most likely relat-
ed to stress. Take the day off and re-
lax. Soak in a tub and read a book.
Your imagination is working over-
time and you need to get your mind
off your malaise. Fantasy novels
may be your best bet!
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