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SUMMIT REPORT
G , 12 J :

Governor, Shriniwas 
Patil, called on Union 

Minister for Railways, 
Suresh P Prabhu, at his 
residence in New Delhi 
in the evening of 11 Jul. 
It was the occasion of Mr 
Prabhu’s 64th birthday 
wherein the Governor 
extended his greetings 
and best wishes.  

A press release re-
ceived from Raj Bhavan 
informs that the Gover-
nor on the occasion also 
brought up the State’s 
long pending project of 
Sevoke-Rangpo rail link 
and demanded his per-
sonal intervention for its 

early execution. 
He stated that the 

said railway project is in 
line with the Union Gov-
ernment’s vision of con-
necting all North Eastern 
States’ capitals with Rail 
and Air Link, further add-
ing that its early commis-
sioning will greatly ben-
e it the State’s economy 
especially tourism and 
industry sector.

It may be mentioned 
here, the Governor is in 
New Delhi on the invita-
tion of President of India, 
Pranab Mukherjee, and is 
scheduled to attend his 
farewell dinner at Rash-
trapati Bhavan in the 
evening today.

Governor meets
Railways Minister, receives

assurance on Sikkim
rail link

Bhanu Jayanti 
greetings 
from Governor 
and CM 
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 12 J :

Governor Shriniwas Pa-
til has extended warm 

greetings to the people of 
Sikkim on the occasion of 
the 203rd Bhanu Jayanti 
falling on Thursday.

In a press commu-
niqué received from Raj 
Bhawan, the Governor 
has said, “It has always 
been my pleasure to join 
my Sikkimese brethren 
in the celebration of Bha-
nu Jayanti, an occasion 
when we as Sikkimese 
display harmony, unity 
and brotherhood among 
different communities. 

The work of Bhanu 
Bhakta Acharya, a legend 
in Nepali literature, has 
inspired millions cutting 
across language and com-
munity barriers to work 
for common good of so-
ciety. Through his immor-
tal epic Ramayana - the 
tale of Lord Rama, he not 
only oriented the com-
mon Nepali folk towards 
acquiring basic skills of 
reading and writing but 
also bridged the cultural 
gap prevailing between 
the people of the hills 
and mainland India. His 
literary works including 
Ramayana have gone into 
strengthening of spiritual 
foundation of our society.

On this occasion, I urge 
my fellow Sikkimese to 
continue working towards 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 12 J : 

A Special Task Force con-
stituted by the DC-East to 

check against possible hoard-
ing and overpricing in light of 
supply disruptions caused by 
the situation in neighbouring 
Darjeeling and Siliguri made an 
inspection visit to various open 
market shops at MG Marg and 
Lal Bazaar here today, a press 
communiqué received from the 
IPR Department informs.

The 9-member STF com-
prising of government of icers 
and representatives of whole-
sale agents and truckers is led 
by SDM-East, Chuksung Lepcha, 
and has been instituted under 
provisions of Subsection 2 of 
Section 3 of the Essential Com-
modities Act, 1955, it if further 
informed. 

The STF inspection report 
attests that there are suf icient 
stock of essential commodities 
till date and no instances of 
overpricing or hoarding was re-
ported, the release adds. 

The Special Task Force has 
been instructed to take stock of 
availability of essential goods 
and check against black market-
ing or hoarding in the wake of 

the disruption in normal vehicu-
lar movement caused by the on-
going unrest in the neighboring 
Darjeeling district. 

Meanwhile, a response team 
has also been set up at the Dis-
trict Control Room here at MG 
Marg for the general public to 
submit grievances or any issue 
concerning availability or short-
age of essential commodities in 
the market. The of icials can also 
be reached at (03592) - 204995.

The STF comprises of: SDM-

East, SDPO-Gangtok, Joint Direc-
tor (PDS), East, Food & Civil Sup-
plies Department, Joint Director, 
East, Agriculture Department; 
Joint Director, East, Horticulture 
Department, Assistant Munici-
pal Commissioner, GMC, Biswa-
mitra Prasad – Representative of 
Wholesale Dealers of MG Marg, 
Surendra Prasad – representa-
tive of Wholesale Dealers of Lall 
Bazaar, and JB Chettri – Presi-
dent Truck Owners’ Association.

Meanwhile, the Sikkim Po-

lice, in a Facebook post on 
Wednesday morning, updated 
that 339 trucks drove in with 
supplies through the Rang-
po checkpost over the past 24 
hours – from 8 a.m. on 11 July to 
8 a.m. on 12 July.

More than 30% of the trucks 
– 111 of them – carried con-
struction material, 29 brought in 
medicines, nine were transport 
goods, 35 were loaded with veg-
etables and fruits, there were 15 

SUMMIT REPORT
K , 12 J :

The driver’s union of 
Kalimpong took out 

procession in support of 
the Gorkhaland demand 
through town today, 
wearing their slogans on 
their bodies, their de-
mands painted on their 
torsos. The procession 
started at around 11:15 
a.m. from Motor Stand 
and encircled the town. 
Today was the 28th day 

of the ongoing inde inite 
strike in the hills.

Meanwhile, despite 
there still being some 
time left on the deadline 
issued by the Gorkhaland 
Movement Coordination 
Committee to chairper-
sons and vice-chairper-
sons of the various devel-
opment boards to tender 
their resignations, some 
miscreants jumped the 
gun this morning and 

A procession, vandalisation and 
dharna mark day-28 of inde inite
Gorkhaland strike in Kalimpong

turn to pg02

SUDIPTA CHANDA
S , 12 J :

The Central Board of Film Certi-
ication (CBFC) has declined to 

certify a documentary ilm on Nobel 
Laureate Amartya Sen unless the 
producers beeped out the words 
‘cow’, ‘Gujarat’, ‘Hindu’ and ‘Hindut-
va’ from the ilm.

Look carefully at the words pre-
scribed for beeping out. The pat-
tern should tell you the CBFC’s rea-
son behind the objection to release 
the ilm. Trust it; the chosen words 
would henceforth assume special 
meaning in this country.

It would also hang question 
marks against crucial issues related 

to one’s fundamental rights such as, 
democracy, free speech, freedom of 
expression and the lot.

The funny thing about this epi-
sode is, the documentary titled ‘The 
Argumentative Indian’ is available 
in the internet and has already de-
buted in New York and London. By 
stalling the documentary the CBFC 
authorities have made it clear with 
whom their fealty lies. They have 
also proved through their mindless 
act that the title of the documentary 
could not have been more apt.  

It is also puzzling what the CBFC 
mandarins are trying to protect 
by telling the ilm’s director to blot 
out the chosen words, which he has 

squarely refused to and is contem-
plating to release the documentary 
online over which the CBFC has no 
control, besides knocking the court.

But, whatever they are trying 
to protect they should have known 
Sen’s is a powerful voice heard and 
respected internationally. Trying 
to sti le his voice will prove count-
er-productive, particularly when the 
documentary has already seen the 
light of day abroad.

By tempering its move to the 
whim of its political masters the CBFC 
might have pleased them, but will 
beeping out the tagged words change 
history? The Gujarat carnage was 
real, never before did the cow attract 

as much attention as it is doing now 
for bovine champions. Hindu and 
Hindutva again are two words much 
in circulation in the impatient fabric 
of current politics. So what purpose 
does lagging those words serve?

This, however, is not Sen’s irst 
brush with the establishment. Prior 
to the 2014 Lok Sabha elections, the 
Professor had candidly stated: “As an 
Indian citizen, I do not want Modi as 
my Prime Minister.” One may have 
not liked it, but Sen had every right 
to speak his mind. That is democra-
cy, but the die was cast.

Next in 2015 came the sordid affair 
of his extension as Chancellor of Nalan-
da University, a global institution set up 

under an Act of Parliament in Bihar’s 
Rajgir district. Dragging heel on ex-
tending his tenure was enough for the 
Nobel Laureate to announce his exit.

Last, but not the least was oblique 
comments from the Prime Minister 
on Sen’s critical remarks following 
demonetization in November 2016. 
Sen had criticized the demonetiza-
tion as a “despotic move”, which was 
enough to fetch a dig from PM Modi. 
“Hard work is more powerful than 
Harvard,” was the PM’s dig against 
the economist’s criticism.

If someone like Sen cannot speak 
his mind, let there be silence. But, let 
us not forget silence at times can be 
deafening.

Holy ‘cow’, it is Amartya Sen again!

Special Task Force checks food stocks 
in Gangtok, inds all is well
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Break-in 
and theft at 
Rangpo hotel
G , 12 J :

Some unknown per-
sons broke into Hotel 

Pradhan located at Rang-
po Upper Bazaar in East 
Sikkim on the intervening 
night 10-11 Jul and made 
away with new electronic 
equipment namely two 
Play Station 4, internal 
parts of one computer 
CPU and PS CD case set. 
Sources have been de-
ployed and efforts are on 
to identify the perpetra-
tors of the theft.

Two boys 
missing from 
shelter home 
G , 12 J :

Two minors sheltered 
at Suraksha Home in 

Turuk, South Sikkim, led 
from the Home on 11 Jul. 
One of the minors is a 
15-year-old boy hailing 
from Nepal while the oth-
er is a 12-year-old boy, a 
resident of Sisney in Jore-
thang. A hue and cry mes-
sage has been lashed.

CM INTERACTS WITH PUBLIC OF TEMI
T , 12 J  [IPR]: Chief Minister, Pawan Chamling, interacted with the public of Temi-Namphing con-
stituency at Cherry Resort in Temi, South Sikkim today. He also gave a patient hearing to the grievances 
of the public from the surrounding areas.

WANGCHUK BHUTIA
M , 12 J :

National Service Scheme unit of 
Dikchu Government Senior Sec-

ondary School, East Sikkim, organized 
a 01 KM run from Dikchu Bazaar to 
Dikchu Primary Health Centre in an 
initiative to make people aware on 
health issues.

Twenty junior girl students from 
four Houses of Dikchu SSS participated 
in the run on the theme ‘Beti Bachao 

Beti Padhao’.
Project Coordinator, Arjun Pradhan, 

informed that this run will be held ev-
ery Wednesday throughout the year 
based on different themes involving girl 
students from class V-VIII.

The run was lagged off by presi-
dent-Sikkim Motor Transport Workers 
Association, Dikchu branch, Arjun Rai, 
in the presence of in charge of Dikchu 
Police outpost, JN Nepal, along with 
NSS volunteers.

Dikchu students run for Beti
Bachao Beti Padhao 

enriching the Nepali Lan-
guage making best use 
of the environment, facil-
ities and infrastructure 
provided by Government 
of Sikkim. May this great 
language, being the lingua 
franca in Sikkim, contin-
ue to be a unifying force 
among all the communi-
ties living in Sikkim since 
ages. I join the people of 
Sikkim to pay homage to 
Adikavi and greet Nepali 
Speaking Community liv-
ing across the globe on 
this happy occasion.”

Likewise, in another 
press release, Chief Min-
ister, Pawan Chamling, 
and his wife, Tika Maya 
Chamling, have extended 
warm greetings and best 
wishes to the people of 
Sikkim on the auspicious 
occasion of the birth anni-
versary of the ‘great’ poet 
Bhanu Bhakta Acharya, 
also known as ‘Adi Kavi’.

The Chief Minister in 
his message has stated, 
“May this auspicious oc-
casion bring peace, pros-
perity and progress and 
strengthen the bond of 
brotherhood among the 
people of the State. Such 
occasions bring our peo-
ple together and unite us 
all as one entity.”

Bhanu Jayanti 
greetings...
contd from pg01

Cong 
delegation 
calls on 
landslide-
affected 
families
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 12 J :

A delegation of Sikkim 
Pradesh Congress 

Committee today visit-
ed the landslide-affect-
ed area at Pachey near 
Pakyong in East Sikkim. 
The team, comprising 
of SPCC treasurer, Tara 
Shrestha, general secre-
tary Punya Koirala, youth 
congress general secre-
tary, LM Karki, and other 
party workers, met the 
affected families and also 
inspect the spot, informs 
an SPCC press release. 
The party has demanded 
immediate provision of 
relief and compensation 
to the affected families 
currently housed in gov-
ernment facilities.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 12 J :

A block-level meeting 
of Sikkim Krantikari 

Morcha party was held 
at Hee Gaon under Man-
eybong Dentam constitu-
ency today. The meeting 
formed an 11-member 

block level committee led 
by JB Chettri as the pres-
ident, informs an SKM 
press release.

The release informs 
that the meeting warm-
ly welcomed the newly 
appointed working pres-
ident, MP Subba. The 

meeting was addressed 
by president, Sudesh 
Subba, publicity secre-
tary, Bipendra Tamling, 
district coordinator sec-
retary, Ashok Pradhan, 
general secretary, Biren-
dra Tamling, and work-
ing president, MP Subba.

SKM block level committee
formed at Hee Gaon

ARPAN PRADHAN
G , 12 J :

Members of ‘Stars of 
Hope’, an NGO that 

has been working for 
various social causes in 
the society, are all set to 
gather funds to help pa-
tients suffering from Kid-
ney diseases who cannot 
afford to undergo spe-
cialized treatment.

‘Stars of Hope’ is or-
ganizing a special cultur-
al charity show to collect 
funds for the treatment 
of these patients. The 
programme will show-
case local talents and 
also provide them with 
a platform to show their 
talents.

The charity show will 
be run on ticket system 
and anyone who wish-
es to help these patients 
and help the local artists 
and talents can extend 
their support by buying 
tickets and watching the 
show.

Speaking to Summit-
Times, president of Stars 
of Hope, Bikash Thapa, 
said that the main ob-
jective of organising the 
charity cultural show is 
to collect funds for the 
various kidney patients.

“We are collecting the 
funds by way of selling 
tickets and at the same 

time we are trying to pro-
vide a platform to local 
artists,” Mr Thapa added.

He said that the 
amount collected from 
the sale of the tickets will 
be used for the treatment 
of kidney patients.

He also informed that 
Stars of Hope will be or-
ganising many such pro-

grammes in aid of various 
kinds of social causes.

Members of the NGO 
are selling the tickets at 
a stall in front of the Dis-
trict Control Room in MG 
Marg.

The members have 
appealed to everyone to 
come forward and be a 
part of this noble cause.

Charity show to raise funds for kidney patients

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 12 J : 
NHPC Teesta IV hydel 
project under its Rural 
Development Initiatives 
of Corporate Social 
Responsibility and 
Sustainable Development 
and in order to revive cash 
crops with the motive 
to improve livelihood 
generation distributed 
Large Cardamom saplings 
to the affected GPUs of 
Teesta-IV hydel project, 
informs a press release. 

L u m - G o r - S a n g -
tok, Hee-Gyathang and 
Noom-Panang GPUs have 
been given 30,000 sap-
lings. Other GPUs bene-
itted are Lingdong-Ber-

fok, Tingchim-Chand-
ey, Mangshila-Tibuk, 
Namok-Sweyam with 
each being given 24000 
saplings. NHPC has has 
spent Rs.9.98 Lakh to-
wards providing 1, 
86,000 saplings, the re-
lease mentions. 

In a function held at 
Administrative of ice of 
Teesta-IV HE Project, 
Thingchim, Upadhakshya 
Zilla Panchayat, North 
Sikkim, Nim Tshering 
Lepcha, who was present 
as the chief guest, appre-

ciated the efforts of NHPC 
in reviving this cash crop. 
Addressing the gathering 
he also stressed upon the 
need of becoming self-re-
liant in production of 
all agricultural produce 
so that the State is not 
dependent on others in 
situations like those pre-
vailing right now. 

The Chief Engineer, 
Teesta-IV HE Project 
thanked the public and 
Panchayats of the bene-
iciary GPUs for coming 

in large numbers and ac-
cepting the Cardamom 
saplings. He assured that 
NHPC under its CSR ini-
tiatives shall continuous-
ly strive hard to provide 
ways and means for sus-
tainable development of 
the community and its up-
liftment in various sectors.  

The function was at-
tended by Panchayats, 
Panchayat members of 
GPUs, Additional Direc-
tor, Horticulture and 
Cash Crop Development 
Department, Shankar 
Bhutia and others from 
various GPUs.

The programme 
ended with the vote of 
thanks by Sr. Manager 
(HR), R.K.Verma.

NHPC distributes
cardamom saplings

in North
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J , 12 J  
(IPR): Minister for 
Health and IPR, A.K. Gha-
tani attended the inals 
of the 12th Summer Cup 
Knockout Football Tour-
nament 2017 at Pipaley 
School Ground, West 
Sikkim today as the chief 
guest. The tournament 
which commenced from 
28 Jun was organized 
by Samajik Sadhvawana 
Samiti, Pipaley.

The day’s event 
also had other sport-
ing events such as 100 
and 200 M Race for Se-
nior Boys and Girls,Tug 
of War contests which 
were neatly punctuated 
by cultural presenta-
tions by students and 
club members.

Meanwhile, Swikriti 
Rai, a student of Class XI 
of Pipaley Government 
Secondary School was 
felicitated by the chief 
guest for her exception-
al performance in the 
recent CBSE Board Ex-
aminations. She was the 
school topper with 80% 
marks.

Mr Ghatani, in his 
address, lauded the ef-
forts of the organisation 
towards organizing the 
tournament successful-
ly each year. He spoke 

about the recent ap-
preciation received by 
the state government 
in the form of Param 
Vashistha Parayavaran 
Mitra Award in a spe-
cial award function held 
in Mumbai recently for 
the path breaking green 
initiatives under the 
visionary leadership 
of the Chief Minister, 
Pawan Chamling. 

The Minister also 
highlighted the stu-

dent-friendly schemes 
of the government to 
benefit students even 
from the rural areas to 
excel in life. He further 
urged the people to-
wards taking collective 
responsibility to sustain 
the good work done by 
the government in every 
field.

Earlier, members of 
the NGO, Samajik Sadh-
vawana Samiti, Pipaley 
expressed gratitude to 

the Minister who is also 
the Area MLA for his con-
sistent support to make 
the tournament possible 
every year.

The inal match saw 
a contesting battle be-
tween the two clubs 
NJUYDC Jorethang and 
Kanchanjunga Samaj 
which the former won.

It may be recalled 
that the tournament had 
commenced on 28 Jun 
with the planting of sap-

lings as a part of the Pa-
ryavaran Mahotsav.

The programme was 
also attended by Dep-
uty Chairperson and 
Councillor NJMC, Zilla 
Panchayat Adhyaksha, 
Panchayat Members, 
Retired SP, Additional 
SP Jail, Headmistress 
Pipaley Secondary 
School, members of the 
NGO, staff and students 
of the school and local 
gentry.

Health Minister attends inals of football tourney in Pipaley

vandalized the Limboo Devel-
opment Board’s of ice here at 
Damber Chowk. 

The GMCC has given of ice 

bearers of these boards till 6 
p.m. of 14 July to resign. It has 
also announced that those who 
do not resign will be seen as an-
ti-Gorkhaland.

Meghraj Rai, an executive 
member of West Bengal Rai De-
velopment Board, decided not 
to wait any longer and today re-
signed from his post.

Elsewhere, Gorkhaland sup-
porters stages a dharna at NHPC 
Stage-III of ice at Mongpu and 
demanded that work on site be 
shut down. NHPC acquiesced.

A procession, vandalisation and dharna mark day-28 of inde inite
Gorkhaland strike in Kalimpong

contd from pg01
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Gangtok on 
Thursday, 

13 July
Temp: 25°C /18°C
Forecast: Most-
ly cloudy with 
a little rain.
Sunrise: 04:49 AM
Sunset: 06:33 PM

YOGEN THATAL
S , 12 J :

Singtam is all set for the 203rd Bhanu 
Jayanti celebration to be held on 13 

Jul. Arrangements have been made to ac-

commodate more than 1500 attendees. 
The occasion will not only be the cele-
bration of ‘Adi Kavi’ Bhanubhakta Acha-
rya’s birth anniversary but will also fea-
ture a wide range of talents of the State.

Singtam all set for Bhanu
Jayanti celebration

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 12 J :

The second Steering 
Committee Meeting 

of the Educational Qual-
ity Improvement Pro-
gramme [EQUIP], Sikkim, 
was held at the confer-
ence hall of Human Re-
source Development De-
partment on 11 Jul.

A press release in-
forms that the meeting 
was chaired by Minis-
ter-HRDD, RB Subba, and 
co-chaired by Member of 
Parliament, PD Rai.

The meeting began 
with opening remarks 
by Member Secretary of 
the committee, GP Upa-
dhyaya, wherein he ap-
prised the committee 
about the developments 
since the last Steering 
Committee meeting on 22 

Apr, including the selec-
tion of EQUIP as one of the 
innovative programmes to 
be chosen from Sikkim for 
the Regional Workshop on 
Innovations in the North 
East by Ministry of Human 
Resource Development 
held in Guwahati from 06-
07 May 2017.

The progress report of 
EQUIP since 22 Apr and 
plan of action of the proj-

ect till Sept 2017 was pre-
sented by Program Direc-
tor-EQUIP [Project Man-
agement Unit], Komal 
Chamling. It was also 
proposed that the DPR 
for the EQUIP Fellowship 
and the Language Inter-
vention will be placed to 
the committee in Aug.

The funds utilization 
by the project since 22 
Apr 2017 and planned 

budget till Sept 2017 was 
presented by Assistant 
Manager-EQUIP [PMU], 
Arnab Thokder.

Director-SCERT & 
Chair, Executive Board, Dr 
Rabin Chhetri, updated 
the group on the Executive 
Board Meetings of EQUIP 
and a decision was taken 
to implement the pro-
posal on strengthening of 
BRCs by 21 July 2017. The 

Board will also deliber-
ate and present a concept 
note on how schools can 
be given more autonomy.

Director-RMSA, MT 
Sherpa, spoke on the 
developments on the 
grounds since the visit 
of the Finnish Ambas-
sador in May 2017 to 
potentially begin an en-
gagement with Sikkim’s 
education system. A 
workshop to understand 
the “Finnish Model of 
Education” will be held 
in Dec 2017 and as a 
process to build towards 
the meeting, a study of 
Sikkim’s education sys-
tem will be done by a 
team led by Mr Sherpa.

The next meeting of 
the committee is sched-
uled to be held in Sept 
2017, the release adds.

EQUIP holds its second Steering Committee Meeting

SAGAR CHHETRI
G , 12 J :

Sir Thutob Namgyal Memo-
rial [STNM] Hospital has 

announced an inter school 
centenary quiz competition, 
‘STNM@100’, for senior sec-
ondary schools of the State to 
be held this month. This inter 
school quiz competition is a part 
of the ongoing year-long cente-
nary celebration of STNM Hos-
pital which had started on 24 
Sept last year and will continue 
till 24 Sept this year.

The quiz competition, which 
is being powered by Quizzing 
You, is being held at the district 
level for the irst time and top 
two winners from each district 
will take on each other in the 
grand inale at Gangtok.

The district level quiz com-
petition will start from Gyalsh-
ing for West District on 19 Jul 
and then move on to Jorethang 
for South District on 22 Jul, Man-
gan Senior Secondary School for 
North District on 24 Jul and at 
Gangtok for East District on 26 
Jul. The grand inale is sched-
uled to be held on 29 Jul at 
Tadong College auditorium.

Addressing a press con-
ference today, STNM Hospital 
Medical Superintendent, Dr 
KB Gurung, mentioned that as 
part of its year-long centenary 
celebration, STNM Hospital has 
conducted health camps and 
carried out social and sports 
activities so far. He mentioned 
that the main objective of the 
quiz competition id to inform 
students about history, activ-
ities, achievements and 100 
year-long journey of STNM hos-
pital. He added that such activ-
ities would also help in inform-

ing people about health related 
issues and educate the students 
as well.

Dr Gurung also thanked Lok 
Sabha MP, PD Rai, for his full 
support towards the quiz com-
petition. He mentioned that 
students have already started 
coming to the hospital to gather 
information in order to prepare 
for the quiz competition. 

Dewakar Basnet of Quizzing 
You informed that the quiz will 
mainly have questions on STNM 
Hospital and health sector of the 
State. He informed that all senior 

secondary schools of the State 
have already been informed 
about the quiz a month ago. The 
organisers are expecting par-
ticipation from more than 50 
schools in the competition. The 
competition carries cash prizes 
for the top three winners.

Dr Gurung mentioned that 
the centenary celebration will 
also have a cultural presenta-
tion by singer, Abhishek Lemo 
Gurung and artists of Sikkim 
on 19 Aug and a North Eastern 
Healthcare Summit on 08-09 
Sept in Gangtok.

STNM to conduct inter-school quiz competition this month

NITESH R PRADHAN
G , 12 J :

“Why go to Kathmandu 
or Mumbai when we 

can do it in Gangtok?” 
asks Manager of Cafe 
Live & Loud, Robin Gu-
rung when talking about 
the live music scene in 
the Capital.

The popular pub has 
started a weekly live mu-
sic event, Friday Night 
Live and since its irst 
programme on 26 May, 
the event has become 
very popular among mu-
sic lovers in Gangtok.

“We really want to 
make it a brand and there 
would be no stopping of 
the weekly gigs,” promis-
es Robin.

He also rued about 
the fact that a large 
number of bands from 
neighbouring Darjeeling 
hills have not been able 
to make it to the capi-
tal. From the ticket sales 
on the day of the pro-
gramme i.e., every Friday, 
a portion of the amount 
also goes to the band, he 
added.

The bands that have 
performed on the Friday 
Night Live series include 
Helium Heart, Arogya, 
Sugar Rush, Dirtbox, June 
of Zenith and Dosser’s 
Urge.

This week will fea-
ture Lavender Groove 
from Shillong along with 
actress Andrea Tariang 
of Pink fame as the vo-
calist.

“The idea is to have 
a mixture of artists from 
Sikkim as well as outside 
so that they can learn 
more and grow more,” 
said Robin.

He has also urged lo-
cal artists across genres 
to contact him or Cafe 
Live & Loud if they want 
to be featured in the 
weekly event.

He is also equally ex-
cited about the upcom-
ing venture of Cafe Live 
& Loud, Acoustic Un-
plugged on the lines of 
Coke Studio.

“The technical ar-
rangements have been 
made. We are about to 
start with it,” said Robin.

Cafe Live & Loud 
brings live music back

in the scene
SFA C 
Division 
S-League
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 12 J :

Sumin Football Club 
thrashed Border Foot-

ball Club 7-1 today in the 
ongoing Sikkim Football 
Association C Division 
Sikkim-League here at 
Paljor Stadium. Keshav 
Chandra Gurung scored 
a hattrick for Sumin FC, 
while his teammates Pra-
nai Gurung, Pangyong 
Bhutia and Pema Wangc-
huk contributed one goal 
each. The only goal of 
Border FC was scored by 
Yadav Thapa in the 50th 
minute.

In the second match, 
Football Club Fight-
er edged past Renzong 
Football Club 2-1. Manish 
Uprety [1st] and Suraj 
Subba [20th] scored a 
goal each for FC Fight-
er, while Rapgay Lepcha 
scored a goal for Renzong 
FC in the 37th minute.

On Thursday, Daddy’s 
Dzongri will take on Mus-
tang Football Club in the 
irst match, which will 

be followed by another 
match between Aftamath 
Football Club and Kham-
dong Sports Academy.

truckloads of ration, two 
courier service trucks 
and 24 oil tankers, the 
Sikkim Police reports.

While of icials contin-
ue to insist that there is 
no shortage or overpric-
ing, consumers across 
the board have a differ-
ent experience to share, 
with shortage of sugar 
and preferred brands of 
rice and lour being uni-
versally felt.  It is obvious 
that while there is no dire 
shortage, things are very 
far from normal as far as 
provisions are concerned 
in Sikkim. 

[foto: IPR Deptt]

Special Task 
Force checks 
food stocks 
in Gangtok, 
inds all 

is well
contd from pg01

An elderly resident of Ganesh Tok, Lachisara Rai, sells herbal medicines at Lal Bazaar. Besides selling herbal medicines, Lachisara 
Rai, also keeps hand-made shopping bags for sale in order to earn a living ever since she lost her husband sixteen years ago. She 

sells these bags at around Rs 400-600. It takes her 10-20 days to complete one bag and starts making another right after the irst gets 
sold. She got the inspiration to make these bags long way back when she spotted her friends carrying them. Standing on her own feet, 
at this age, she is an inspiration to all women. [Rebyna Rana]

G , 12 J : Tata 
Motors has extended its 
highly successful and 
segment leading Ace 
family of vehicles by the 
introduction of the new XL 
range of small commercial 
cargo vehicles today. This 
power-packed XL range 
of small commercial cargo 
vehicles will be available 
in all dealerships across 
India, a press release 
informs.

Speaking on this new 
innovation, Head of Sales 
& Marketing, Commercial 
Vehicles, Tata Motors Ltd, 
RT Wasan, said, “Tata 
Motors has been a pioneer 
in creating and growing 
the Small Commercial 
Vehicle market in India 
with its varied portfolio in 
this segment. 

With the introduction 
of BS-IV complaint XL 
range of SCV, we are 
offering a complete 
portfolio of last mile 
delivery solutions 
and addressing the 

emerging needs for a 
safer, economical, and 
more reliable business 
transport solutions.
Speaking on the key 
attributes of the new XL 
range, Head of Product 
Line, SCVs, Tata Motors, 
Vinay Pathak, said, “The 
XL range comprises of 
the Ace Mega XL, Ace Zip 
XL and Ace XL. The new 
XL range will carry more 
voluminous cargo and 
provide operators with 
superior performance, 
increased pro itability 
due to more speed and 
load carrying capacity, 
low cost of ownership 
and improved style and 
increased driving comfort 
with new power steering. 

With the launch 
of the XL range, Ace 
Mega XL, Ace Zip XL 
& Ace XL, Tata Motors 
has the widest range of 
small commercial cargo 
vehicles making it a one 
stop shop for last mile 
cargo movement.”

Tata Motors launches new
range of cargo vehicles
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Reticence in These
Times of RTI

Instead of seeking applications,
volunteer information

When we, the world’s largest democracy, passed 
the Right to Information Act long years back, 

it was not necessarily a moment to celebrate. In fact, 
it was a moment of acute embarrassment because it 
was a public admission that 60 years (at the time, it 
is 70 now) since winning Independence, India was 
still run by a bureaucracy that had to be told that in 
a government of, for and by the people, information 
necessary to them should be made readily accessible. 
It is unfortunate enough that the Right to Informa-
tion has been consciously sabotaged by the red tape 
that it seeks to cut away, but what is worse is that the 
message of openness that RTI seeks to institution-
alise is lost on a babudom groomed on the irratio-
nality of things like the Of icial Secrets Act. In fact, 
there are many of ices and of icers who now clam up 
claiming they are not the authorized information of-
icers or ask queries to be written out and submitted 

as an application under RTI Act.
RTI is not just about submitting requisitions and 

receiving information; it is more a signal for of icials 
to proactively share information, explain develop-
ments and become more forthright. This, as a be-
havioural change, and not necessarily making photo-
copies of iles under the threat of disciplinary action 
that the RTI Act carries. RTI is not about “exposing” 
malpractices [although it does that too], but more 
about explaining governmental/ departmental pro-
cesses. It seeks a maturity where people can just ask 
for information and get it, without having to ile ap-
plications and waiting a month; it seeks a work cul-
ture where people with doubts and confusions can 
approach an of icer and get their clari ications and 
explanations, not hit a wall that confounds them even 
more, makes them more suspicious. This is the mes-
sage that needs to go out from the corridors of power 
into the of ices of the executive. The reticence with 
which government of ices respond to queries which 
would help clear confusions that could develop into 
embarrassments later, is confounding. 

It is important that the concerned agencies un-
derstand that when they hesitate, they create doubts, 
and once suspicion has been seeded, the task to clear 
the air becomes extremely dif icult. Reticence also 
leaves the ield open for speculations and conspiracy 
theories to proliferate. It fact, it is advisable to always 
get ahead of a potential “situation” by volunteering 
information because that suggests openness and that 
inspires con idence even when the issues are compli-
cated and even potentially divisive. Most times, there 
could be valid explanations for failures and mistakes 
and even blunders, but the people won’t know unless 
they are told.

ASIT K. BISWAS, CECILIA 
TORTAJADA & UDISHA SAKLANI
theconversation.com

As summer temperatures soar 
above 40°C in New Delhi, acute 

water shortages are gripping parts of 
India’s capital. Signs of water stress 
are now everywhere, and residents 
in southern and western parts of the 
city have not received a regular, reli-
able water supply for months.

Water shortages are becoming 
something of an annual ritual in Del-
hi, the world’s second most populous 
city. By 2030, it is estimated to grow 
by 11 million, from 14 million resi-
dents to 25 million – a megacity atop 
a megacity.

Without any changes in the city’s 
water management policies, the 
prospect of all those urban residents 
having access to water is grim.
UNSUSTAINABLE WATER POLICIES
Delhi’s current water policy, instituted 
by the ruling left-wing Aam Admi Party 
in 2015, promises 20,000 litres of free 
water per household per month. As-
suming a household has ive members, 
this means some 130 litres per capita 
per day should be available every day.

This plan is hampered by sev-
eral basic problems. First and fore-
most, the city does not actually have 
enough water to make it happen, nor 
does it have enough money to give all 
this water away for free. Currently, 
some neighbourhoods have access to 
water just one to two hours a day

Reliable data on individual con-
sumption is not available, as numerous 
households in Delhi still lack functional 
meters, but leakage, thefts and losses 
also reduce the available water supply.

In 2016, the Delhi Jal Board (the 
hindi word jal means water), which 
is responsible for the city’s drink-
ing and waste water management, 
estimated total distribution losses 
of around 40%. Many cities in both 
the developed and developing world 
have losses in the 4% to 20% range.

As a result, Delhi must actually 
produce daily 182 litres per person 
for individuals to receive their allot-
ted 130 litres.

Even this 130 litres target is 
lawed, because it’s arbitrary. A per-

son can live a perfectly healthy life at 
around 75 lpcd. In many European 
cities, including Malaga in Spain, and 
Leipzig in Germany, per capita daily 
water consumption is 92 litres or less.

In Delhi, people in high-income 
households may consume up to a 
staggering 600 litres. As the coun-
try’s middle class continues to grow, 
the need to build awareness of water 
as a scarce resource and instil conser-
vation practices among the citizenry 

will grow more urgent.
NEGLECTING NATURAL 

RESOURCES
Anyone who has ever lived in or trav-
elled to Delhi during monsoon sea-
son, between June and September, 
can testify to its water-clogged roads 
and over lowing sewers. How can a 
place with so much rain suffer from 
serious water scarcity?

The answer is a basic one: mis-
management of resources. In the 
southern and southwestern districts 
of the city, which are particularly af-
fected by both water shortages and 
looding, harvesting rainwater holds 

particular potential.
In 1965, Singapore had wa-

ter-management indicators similar to 
those of Delhi. Today, it reports that 
just 5% of its supply is unaccounted 
for, thanks to signi icant water reuse, 
desalination, storm water storage 
and conservation efforts.

Delhi has imposed mandatory 
norms for installing rainwater har-
vesting structures and created inan-
cial incentives. But because of a lack 
of oversight, these reforms have not 
lead to large-scale adoption of avail-
able technologies.

Surface sources of clean water are 
admittedly limited as well; untreated 
waste water and industrial ef luents 
are routinely discharged into Delhi’s 
water bodies.

The Yamuna River, near Delhi, is 
an important source of drinking wa-
ter for downstream cities. But it has 
been an open sewer for decades.

According to estimates of Central 
Pollution Control Board, every day, al-
most 40% of untreated sewage from 
Delhi either seeps into the ground or is 

discharged into the Yamuna River. The 
fact that other sources report this ig-
ure at 60% is telling: wastewater-treat-
ment facilities are not only lacking – 
they are abysmally poorly managed.

Ill-planned housing projects and 
an ever-expanding number of private 
water pumps, installed by house-
holds, industries and companies that 
wish to ensure an uninterrupted per-
sonal water supply, have also severely 
damaged groundwater tables.

The myriad of institutional chal-
lenges facing Delhi’s water board ex-
acerbate these supply- and manage-
ment-side issues.

First, the Delhi Jal Board’s chief 
executive is always an Indian admin-
istrative service of icer, a high-ranking 
civil servant likely to be transferred at 
any moment to another position. The 
average job tenure of 18 to 30 months 
does not favour effective performance 
or strategic planning. In this short time, 
a CEO must learn all about water, gain 
a complete understanding of the city’s 
existing programs and infrastructure 
and, ideally, conceive of executable ini-
tiatives to upgrade the system.

To ful il such gargantuan tasks sat-
isfactorily and develop a strategic plan 
for the future, a term of six to eight 
years would be more reasonable.

Nor do the corrupt practices of 
many water board staffers help. In 
2015, for example, engineers and of-
icers from the board were suspend-

ed for cheating and forgery regarding 
water equipment. This does not help 
the organisation’s functioning or 
credibility among residents.

MAKING DELHI SUSTAINABLE
Here’s the good news: for the irst 
time in at least two decades, the Del-

hi Jal Board seems to have competent 
and effective leadership. A few water 
ATMs, which dispense drinking water 
at a signi icantly cheaper price than 
bottled water, have been installed in 
a few locations across the city.

Thanks in part to aggressive so-
cial media advertising, these are gain-
ing popularity among residents. 

The concept of “constructed wet-
lands” – a pilot project proposed 
in 2009 which features an arti icial 
marsh made of plants that absorb the 
impurities in water – has also been 
moved forward. The project aims to 
clean up an eight-kilometre stretch 
of supplementary waste water drain 
that, like most of Delhi’s waste water, 
dumps into the Yamuna river.

Other programs to clean up the Ya-
muna have thus far failed. If success-
fully completed, Delhi’s wetlands pilot 
may be replicable in the many other 
Indian cities facing water shortages 
thanks in part to polluted waterways.

There is no intrinsic reason why 
Delhi residents could not have a re-
liable supply of water that can be 
drunk straight from the tap, 24 hours 
a day, without any health concerns 
or interruptions, within the decade. 
But it will take a lot of political work, 
from both within and beyond the Del-
hi Jal Board, to get there.

[Asit K. Biswas is Distinguished 
Visiting Professor, Lee Kuan Yew 
School of Public Policy, National 

University of Singapore; Cecil-
ia Tortajada is Senior Research 
Fellow, Lee Kuan Yew School of 

Public Policy, National Universi-
ty of Singapore; Udisha Saklani 

is Independent Policy Researcher, 
National University of Singapore]

SHANE SINCLAIR
theconversation.com

A 71-year-old man with advanced dementia is 
being wheeled into his residential care home 

by two paramedics after a scheduled MRI. They no-
tice him smile as he feels the warmth of the morn-
ing sun on his usually forlorn face. They decide to 
stop and let him soak up the rays for a few more 
minutes, knowing this may be one of his last oppor-
tunities to do so.

What is the impact of this compassionate act 
on this patient? What is the cost for the health-care 
providers?

The story we are told is that compassion, which 
is increasingly demanded within health care, is i-
nite. Health-care providers are inding it increas-
ingly dif icult to provide it — in the midst of grow-
ing patient workloads, paperwork, institutional 
demands and workplace stress. Like cars, when 
health-care providers use this fuel in their work, 
they run the risk of depleting their compassion 
“gas tanks” in the process.
THE RESULT: COMPASSION FATIGUE.
But what if compassion fatigue is a myth? As an as-
sociate professor in the Faculty of Nursing at the Uni-
versity of Calgary, my research has focused on inding 
ways to improve compassionate care within health 
care. Members of my compassion research lab and 
colleagues across Canada have examined the concept 
of compassion fatigue within health-care research.

We found no evidence that there is anything 
especially tiring about compassion. We discovered 
that the very idea of compassion fatigue causes 
health-care providers to mistakenly guard this 
precious commodity. It also distracts from the very 
real challenges of occupational stress.
COST OF CARING?
Our research revealed that compassion fatigue was 
originally conceptualized as the “cost of caring.” 
The argument is this: the more that health-care 
providers are exposed to traumatic patient situa-
tions, the more their compassion is eroded. In oth-
er words, loss of compassion is an inevitable out-
come of caring.

Over time, a second, more pervasive, under-
standing emerged. This views compassion itself 
as the cause of fatigue, rather than a symptom of 
occupational stress. Seen this way, expressions of 
compassion, in and of themselves, cause compas-
sion fatigue.

As a result, health-care providers become suscep-
tible to suffering from the very thing that their pa-
tients need. Ironically, this leaves us in a quandary, a 
vicious cycle, a supply-demand glut that itself perpet-
uates the problem — namely, as the demand for com-
passion by patients increases, health-care providers 
are required to expend this apparent inite resource.

This also implies that there is something unique 
about compassion that makes it much less “fuel 
ef icient” and potentially more harmful to health-
care providers than standard forms of care or even 
expressions of apathy.

This has consequences for health-care delivery. 
It encourages an approach in which health-care pro-
viders mistakenly guard this precious commodity. 
They face a dilemma— to provide patients with the 
compassion they want (and jeopardize themselves 
in the process) or leave patients’ needs unmet.

Much like protectionist governments who try 
to protect their internal resources and economies 
out of fear that they will be disadvantaged if they 
extend them beyond their borders, compassion fa-
tigue implies that expending too much compassion 
to others will be detrimental to health-care provid-
ers’ own wellbeing.
TRAUMATIZING CARE-GIVING?
In our review of the literature, we also discovered 
the term “compassion fatigue” originated in the 
ield of crisis counselling. It was irst used to de-

scribe secondary traumatic stress experienced by 
counsellors working with trauma victims. It was 
adopted into mainstream health care to provide a 
more sympathetic, less stigmatizing, term for burn-
out and secondary traumatic stress.

The result is that all care-giving is potentially 
traumatic. And health care is given a special status in 
comparison to other occupations, where stress and 
burnout are attributed to factors such as poor work-

life balance, increased workload and lack of support.
Transplanting compassion fatigue from the 

ield of secondary traumatic stress and applying it 
broadly to health care not only equates all care-giv-
ing as potentially traumatic, but gives occupational 
stress among health-care providers special status 
in comparison to other occupations.

How exactly this occurs is not clear either. Patients 
have de ined compassion as “a virtuous response that 
seeks to address the suffering and needs of a person 
through relational understanding and action.” But it 
is not clear which of these key ingredients of compas-
sion cause compassion fatigue or are more vulnerable 
to compassion fatigue. As a result, research measures, 
indicators and interventions for compassion fatigue 
rest on a somewhat fragile foundation.
A STIMULUS FOR HEALTH-CARE RENEWAL?
The idea of compassion fatigue has negative conse-
quences. For health-care providers, it distracts from 
the very serious, multifaceted issues of occupational 
stress that they face on a daily basis. It also impli-
cates them unfairly as the problem in the process. 
And it suggests that there is something inherently 
lacking within health-care providers themselves.

What’s more, if there was a link between com-
passion fatigue and provision of compassion, then 
health-care providers should be some of the least 
compassionate individuals in society. This conclu-
sion is not supported by research or by patients. In 
over 13 years of clinical experience the vast major-
ity of health-care providers I have had the privilege 
of working with would warmly welcome greater 
opportunities to provide compassionate care.

Instead, the focus should be on developing com-
passionate health-care systems to support these 
individual health-care providers.

Compassion should be re-conceptualized as a 
health-care stimulus — renewing our health-care 
systems from the inside-out, sustaining health-
care providers and meeting an important patient 
need in the process.

[the writer is Associate Professor and 
Cancer Care Research Professor, Facul-

ty of Nursing, University of Calgary]

Stressed? Running on Empty? It’s not compassion fatigue

New Delhi is Running Out of Water

A devotee covered in foam lights incense sticks after going for a swim in the Yamuna River on November 2012.

N  D , J  12 (PTI): The 
Election Commission today 
faced the lak of the Supreme 
Court for not taking a clear 
stand on a plea seeking bar-
ring of convicted politicians 
for life, as the top court made it 
clear that the poll panel cannot 
remain silent on the matter.

A bench comprising Jus-
tices Ranjan Gogoi and Navin 
Sinha came down heavily on 
the poll panel and also asked 
whether it was “constrained” 
to give its views in the matter.

“Is silence an option for 
you (ECI)? You must say either 
‘yes’ or ‘no’ on whether you are 
supporting the petitioner.

You are the ECI and here 
is a citizen of India who has 
come here to seek life-time de-
barment of convicted persons. 
Can you say I will be silent? No, 
you cannot,” the bench said.

“If you (ECI) feel con-
strained by the legislature, 
then let us know. If you are 
even constrained to the ex-
tent of giving your view, feel 
free and say so clearly,” it said.

Referring to the ECI’s re-
ply, the apex court said it was 
clear that the poll panel has 
supported the cause espoused 
by petitioner Ashwini Kumar 
Upadhyay seeking a life ban 
for convicted politicians.

When the bench asked 
ECI to clarify its stand, its 
lawyer said the poll panel is 
supporting the cause to the 
extent of decriminalisation 
of politics.

The bench shot back, say-
ing “Are you (ECI) supporting 
life-time debarrment?”

The counsel submitted 
that one of the paragraphs 
of the ECI’s counter af idavit 
said the poll panel supports 
the cause and it should not 
be “read in isolation”.

“Paragraph eight of your 
counter-af idavit is very clear 
that you are supporting it. You 
are saying we have to read be-
tween the lines which we think 
we should not. We do not think 
why we should ind out any 
other meaning of what is there 
in this paragraph,” the bench 
said and ixed the matter for 
further hearing on July 19.

It also asked the ECI about 
what it had communicated to 
the Centre on the issue.

When the ECI’s counsel said 
it has not said anything about 
it in the communication ad-
dressed to the Centre, the bench 
said “you cannot be silent”.

However, the counsel said 
the ECI was not the “correct 
authority to comment on it” 
and they would ile an addi-
tional af idavit in the apex 
court on the matter.

“It is submitted that ac-
companying PIL, to the ex-
tent of relief claimed under 
prayers, are not adversarial 
and the answering respon-
dent (Election Commission 
of India) supports the cause 
espoused by the petitioner,” 
the ECI had said in its af ida-
vit iled in the court.

SC raps ECI for
‘unclear’ stand on barring

convicted lawmakers
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Anthyesthi Kriya
The 13th day Anthyes-
thi Kriya of Late Jai 
Narayan Sharma (80) 
retired SE, Building who 
left for his heavenly 
abode on 2nd July 2017 
falls on 14th July 2017. 
All friends, relatives and 
well wishers are request-
ed to join us in off ering 
prayers for departed soul 
at our residence in Lower 

Ghurpisey, Namchi, below CM’s residence.
We also take this opportunity to express our 
gratitude to all those who stood by us during 
the time of our bereavement.

Shova Sharma(wife), Sachin Rizal, Sameer Sharma(sons) 
& all families members. Ph. 9563779165/9614404550

SHIRISH B PRADHAN
K , J  12 
(PTI): Nepal’s former 
prime minister Baburam 
Bhattarai today asked the 
government to scrap the 
move to hand over a key 
hydroelectric project to 
a Chinese company and 
urged it to start the work 
without further delay.

Bhattarai, also the 
chief of Naya Shakti Ne-
pal party, met Prime 
Minister Sher Bahadur 
Deuba and submitted 
a memorandum urging 
him to start the construc-
tion work on the Budhi 
Gandaki Hydroelectric 
project and give priori-
ty to resettlement of the 
project-affected families 
among others.

Budhi Gandaki Hydro-
power Project is a storage 
type project located in 

Central/Western Develop-
ment region on the Budhi 
Gandaki River of Nepal. 
The project lies in Gorkha 
and Dhading districts.

Around 20,000 peo-
ple living by the river in 
Dhading and Gorkha dis-
tricts will be displaced by 
the project.

A Cabinet meeting 
on May 23 had decided 
to award the contract to 
China Gezhouba Group 
Corporation (CGGC) 
to build the 1,200 MW 
project under the engi-
neering, procurement, 
construction and inance 
(EPCF) model of project 

development.
Bhattarai said that 

awarding the contract of 
the project to the Chinese 
irm was against national 

interests and also techni-
cally faulty. Such decision 
would have a long-term 
effect on the country’s 
economic and social sec-

tor, he added.
His party has urged 

that the project should 
be build by Nepal with 
investment from the gov-
ernment, national banks, 
Employees Provident 
Fund, Citizens Invest-
ment Fund, Nepal Army 
Welfare Fund, share of 
common people and, if 
needed, by taking loan on 
low interest rates from 
international banks.

Bhattarai also 
warned of street agita-
tion if the demands were 
not addressed.

He also demanded 
that the government take 
action against the then 
Minister for Energy, Ja-
nardan Sharma, who led 
the decision to handover 
the assignment. Sharma 
is incumbent Minister for 
Home Affairs.

Scrap Budhi Gandaki deal with Chinese irm: Ex-PM to Nepal govt

N  D , J  12 
(PTI): Union minister 
Kiren Rijiju will lead a 
high-level central team 
to assess rescue and re-
lief operations in lood 
affected areas in the 
North East.

During the three-day 
tour, beginning tomor-
row, the central dele-
gation will visit Assam, 
Arunachal Pradesh and 
Manipur, where more 
than 15 lakh people were 
marooned by lood water.

“The minister of 
state for home will lead a 
high-level central team to-
morrow to supervise the 
rescue and relief opera-
tions in lood affected dif-
ferent parts of the North 
East,” an of icial statement 
said here today.

The team will include 
members from the Na-
tional Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (NDMA), 
the National Institution 
for Transforming India 
(NITI Aayog) and the Na-
tional Disaster Response 
Force (NDRF).

Central forces along 
with state agencies are 
involved in the rescue 
and relief operation in 
the three states and, if 
the situation arises, addi-
tional central forces can 
be deputed from other 
parts of the country, the 
statement said.

At least 39 people 
have lost their lives in As-
sam where 15 lakh people 
in 23 districts have been 
affected by the deluge.

Five persons were 
killed and nine went 
missing as a massive 
landslide triggered by 
incessant rains hit eight 
dwellings in Arunachal 
Pradesh’s Papum Pare 
district yesterday.

In Manipur, more 
than 20 per cent of the 
total paddy ields in all 
ive districts of Imphal 

valley were hit by the 
loods.

Manipur has suffered 
a loss of around Rs 131 
crore in the loods since 
cyclone Mora hit the 
state in late May, leading 
to loods and related in-
cidents like landslides, 
state Principal Secretary 
(Relief and Disaster Man-
agement) MH Khan said 
yesterday.

Rijiju to lead
central team to assess

lood damage in NE

A , J  12 (PTI): A 
group of 14 Indigenous People’s 
Front of Tripura (IPFT) workers 
staged a nude demonstration 
in Tripura West district today 
in support of their demand for 
a separate state of Twipraland 
even as the inde inite blockade 
of the national highway and rail-
way tracks called by the out it 
entered its third day.

The 14 protesters stood na-
ked in front of the Champak-
nagar bridge, the gateway to the 
Barumira hill range, to draw the 
attention of the authorities to 
their Twipraland demand.

Tripura West District Magis-
trate (DM) Milind Ramteke and 
Superintendent of Police (SP) 
Abhijeet Saptarshi rushed to the 
spot to disperse them.

Ramteke later said a group 
of 14 IPFT supporters staged a 
nude demonstration at Cham-
paknagar Gate at around 8 am, 
adding that it was withdrawn 
after a while.

“I called their leaders to the 
spot and told them that this 
nude show was highly objec-
tionable. After a brief meeting, 
the IPFT leaders took the pro-
testers away,” he added.

“The national highway 
and railway tracks are still 
blocked but the situation is 

under control,” the SP, who 
is camping at Khamtingbari 
in Tripura West, the venue of 
the agitations, said.

The IPFT is demanding a 
separate state of Twipraland 
for those living in the Tripura 
Tribal Areas Autonomous Dis-
trict Council (TTAADC) areas, 
which account for two-thirds 

of the north-eastern state’s ter-
ritory and is home to the trib-
als, who form one-third of the 
state’s population.Meanwhile, 
the IPFT has sought Governor 
Tathagata Roy’s intervention to 
ind a long-lasting solution to 

the problems of the indigenous 
people of the state.

IPFT general secretary Me-

var Kumar Jamataia, accompa-
nied by Buddu Debbarma, called 
on Roy at the Raj Bhavan last 
night and submitted a two-page 
memorandum to him.

In the memorandum, the 
out it demanded that a separate 
state of Twipraland to be carved 
out of Tripura for the tribals of 
the state.

IPFT’s inde inite blockade of NH,
railway tracks enters day 3

Darjeeling 
stir: Pan-
chayat of ice 
set ablaze, 
govt vehicles 
damaged
D  (WB), 
J  12 (PTI): Pro-
Gorkhaland supporters 
today set ablaze a pan-
chayat of ice and dam-
aged a few government 
vehicles on the 28th day 
of the inde inite shut-
down.

The agitation spear-
head Gorkha Janmukti 
Morcha (GJM) took out a 
rally at Chowkbazar here 
with the body of Ashok 
Tamang, who died last 
night in a hospital in Sik-
kim where he was admit-
ted after being allegedly 
injured in Saturday’s 
clashes between the po-
lice and GJM supporters.

The GJM claimed that 
Tamang received serious 
head injuries during a ba-
ton charge by the police.

The police, howev-
er, said it was not clear 
whether he died of inju-
ries or some other reason.

“We are waiting for 
the post-mortem report. 
We can only comment 
after seeing it,” a senior 
police of icer said.

The panchayat of ice 
in Mirik sub-division was 
set on ire by the activ-
ists, who also damaged 
a few government vehi-
cles in the hills, the police 
said.

Internet services re-
mained suspended for 
the 25th day.

While an Army col-
umn, comprising around 
50 personnel, has been 
deployed in Kalimpong 
since Monday night, two 
columns have been posi-
tioned at Darjeeling and 
Sonada from Saturday 
after large-scale violence 
and arson took place in 
those areas.

The GJM has claimed 
that eight of its support-
ers have been killed in 
police iring, including 
four on Saturday.

But the police have 
said two persons have 
been killed in the hills, 
including a truck driver 
whose vehicle was set 
ablaze during the over 
month-long agitation 
that turned violent on 
June 17.

A meeting of the hill 
parties in Mirik had yes-
terday decided to go on 
with the inde inite shut-
down and start a hunger 
strike to press the de-
mand for a separate state 
of ‘Gorkhaland’ from July 
15.

The police and the se-
curity forces maintained 
a tight vigil at all entry 
and exit points.
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C , J  12 (PTI): Arabic 
magazine ‘Sawtul-Hind’, pub-
lished by the Indian Embassy 
in Egypt for the past six de-
cades, will reach a milestone 
next week with its 500th 
edition depicting the strong 
bond and vibrant cultural 
exchanges between the two 
countries.

The Embassy of India will 
celebrate the launch of the 
500th Commemorative issue 
of Sawtul-Hind Magazine at 
the Egyptian Centre for In-
ternational Cultural Cooper-
ation in Cairo on Monday.

Sawtul-Hind, whose irst 
edition was published in 
1952, continues to be an in-
terface between India and 
Egypt and the Arab world at 
large, by collating informa-
tion on both countries polit-
ical cooperation, economic 

engagement and cultural ties.
India’s Ambassador to 

Egypt Sanjay Bhattacharyya 
wrote an editorial in the 
commemorative issue saying 
when a journal reaches its 
500th edition, in a journey 
over six momentous decades, 
it becomes a “chronicle of 
history”.

“ S a w -
t u l - H i n d 
came to 
light as our 
n a t i o n s 
emerged out 
of the shack-
les of colo-
nialism as 
independent 
countries. In-
dia and Egypt 
were actively engaged in pro-
moting South-South coopera-
tion, growth of Non-Aligned 

Movement and encouraging 
regional and multilateral co-
operation,” the ambassador 
wrote in his article in the lat-
est edition of the magazine 
which will be released during 
the celebration.

The ambassador said the 
magazine was an avid re-

porter of the 
Nehru-Nass-
er friendship, 
which laid 
the founda-
tion for a 
durable part-
nership.

It was 
witness to 
both coun-
tries strong 
bonds during 

the Suez crisis, Palestinian is-
sue and on Arab and African 
affairs, he said.

“Witnessing momentous 
transformations in political, 
economic and social life in 
the 21st century, Sawtul-Hind 
once again recorded the Mo-
di-Sisi understanding as we 
re-engaged on the three pil-
lars of political-security co-
operation, economic engage-
ment and cultural exchanges 
to craft a new partnership in 
the new era,” he added.

He said the magazine is 
committed to continue its 
efforts to “feature the rich 
diversity of India, a nation 
with the con idence of a rich 
heritage and the optimism of 
a dynamic future.”

“It will highlight the 
transformational changes 
taking place in the country, 
reach out to the youth, wom-
en and opinion makers and 
build new bridges between 

our peoples to promote co-
operation in both traditional 
and contemporary sectors 
for common good,” the Indian 
envoy said.

The celebration of Saw-
tul-Hind’s 500 issue will 
feature a photo-exhibition, 
which will display vari-
ous covers of the magazine 
throughout its journey over 
the past six decades.

The exhibition will re-
main open for visitors at the 
hall of the Egyptian Centre 
for International Cultural Co-
operation during the period 
from July 17 to 20.

An Oriental Music group 
from the Egyptian Ministry 
of Culture will perform at the 
launch ceremony. Egyptian 
Minister of Culture Helmy 
El Namnam will be the Chief 
Guest of the event.

India’s Arabic magazine in Egypt reaches 500th edition

P , J  12 (AFP): 
Real Madrid and Barce-
lona square off in a rare 
overseas Clasico while 
Manchester United and 
Manchester City meet 
for the irst time outside 
Britain as the world’s 
leading clubs strive to 
optimise their pre-sea-
son preparations.

Pre-season tours 
have grown signi icantly 
in importance over the 
past decade as teams 
promote their brand vis-
ibility while simultane-
ously striving to ensure 
players are ready to hit 
the ground running.

Asia, Australia and 
the United States are 
popular destinations for 
the top clubs, but there is 
more to these trips than 
simply pitching up and 
kicking a ball.

AC Milan and Borus-
sia Dortmund kick off the 
International Champions 
Cup (ICC) in Guangzhou, 
China, on July 18, the 
irst of 19 matches in a 

pre-season tournament 
featuring several of Eu-
rope’s top clubs spread 
across three countries.

Bundesliga giants 
Bayern Munich then meet 

Arsenal in Shanghai be-
fore the Gunners take on 
Premier League champi-
ons Chelsea in Beijing.

“What I really stress 
whenever somebody 
comes out here is that the 
game is probably actually 
the least important part.

It’s really just 90 min-
utes,” Tom Elsden, se-
nior client manager with 
Shanghai-based Mailman 
Group, told AFP.

“You can’t expect to 
come out here on a China 
tour or do one deal and 

you’ve made it. It’s a con-
tinuous commitment to 
this market.

“You need to come out 
every year or other year 
to continue that connec-
tion with fans, relation-
ships with sponsors and 
grassroots initiatives. It’s 
a long-term play.”

Elsden, whose compa-
ny handles the China digi-
tal marketing presence for 
a range of internationally 
known players, clubs and 
leagues, adds: “In China, 
this is still the irst genera-

tion of real sports fans. So 
teams can come out here 
for the next ive, 10, 15 
years and pull in a fan that 
has no natural allegiance.”

Chelsea, Bayern and 
Inter Milan will also 
visit Singapore, but the 
bulk of the ixtures take 
place Stateside where 
Jose Mourinho’s United 
play Pep Guardiola’s City 
on July 20th in Houston, 
with European champi-
ons Real meeting arch 
rivals Barcelona in Miami 
on July 29 -- the irst Cla-

sico held outside Spain 
since 1982 in Venezuela.

Charlie Stillitano, 
chairman of Relevent 
Sports which oversees 
the ICC, believes the ap-
peal of the US is its “per-
fect marriage of commer-
cialism and football”.

“(Clubs) have an op-
portunity to have training 
facilities which are sec-
ond to none,” says Stilli-
tano. “(Zinedine) Zidane 
came last year (with 
Real), they didn’t do any-
thing except train for 10 

days, then they play very 
competitive matches.

“It was always 
thought that pre-sea-
sons should be playing 
against easy teams, don’t 
stress the players, they 
will only come to Amer-
ica for really what they 
said was marketing, but 
they weren’t really doing 
much, except just coming.

“Now everything has 
changed. Now the play-
ers are serious, the com-
mercial departments are 
serious.”

Stillitano credits 
Mourinho for changing 
the way clubs approach 
their pre-season plans.

“The guy who real-
ly led the way was Jose 
Mourinho in 2004. Alex 
Ferguson said later in his 
book that he learned a lot 
from Jose, because Jose 
won the Premier League 
two years in a row and 
Jose attributed the two ti-
tles in a row to playing big 
teams in pre-seasons and 
being ready,” he explained.

But Stillitano notes 
the marked difference 
between tours to the US 
and Asia.

“The idea of a long 
pre-season doesn’t really 

exist in China or Singa-
pore,” he says. “It’s much 
more commercially driv-
en, they come in, try to 
play games in a short 
amount of time, they do 
their preparation irst at 
home and then leave.”

After the Manches-
ter derby, United will 
play Real in Santa Clara 
-- a ixture that drew 
a record US crowd of 
109,318 at Michigan 
Stadium in 2014 -- in a 
dress rehearsal for next 
month’s European Super 
Cup, before meeting Bar-
ca, while City play Real in 
Los Angeles and round 
out their tour against 
Tottenham Hotspur.

“The US, which we’re 
visiting this year, and Chi-
na, which we toured last 
summer, are two of the 
biggest and fastest grow-
ing football markets in the 
world,” says Tom Glick, 
chief commercial of icer at 
City Football Group.

“There are few better 
ways to enhance aware-
ness and exposure of 
our club in particular 
markets than having our 
players on the ground, 
training, playing and 
meeting fans.

Fitness and inance jostle for pre-season spotlight

L  A , J  12 (AFP): The cream 
of European football will be on display 
in the United States this month as the 
International Champions Cup aims to 
cash in on the growing popularity of the 
world’s most popular sport amongst 
American fans.

In the space of little more than a 
decade, the event has evolved from a 
haphazard collection of meaningless 
friendlies to becoming the most prom-
inent pre-season tournament in the 
world, what organiser Charlie Stillitano 
describes as the “perfect marriage of 
football and commerce.”

Manchester United, Juventus, Paris 
Saint-Germain, Roma and Tottenham 
Hotspur are all competing in the tour-
nament which comprises 12 matches 
across 11 US cities.

The biggest coup for organisers has 
been securing a rare edition of the “Cla-
sico” between Real Madrid and Barce-
lona in Miami on July 29, where tickets 
are on sale for between U$ 250 and 
4,500.

It is the irst meeting of the two gi-
ants of La Liga outside of Spain since 
1982, when they played a largely for-
gotten ixture in Venezuela.

Stillitano told AFP the stateside 
“Clasico”, which will take place at the 
home of the Miami Dolphins, is be-
ing marketed with the same kind of 
razzmatazz surrounding the NFL’s an-
nual Super Bowl party.

“It is very unique, we are creating a 
village, we are having concerts, parties, 
legends games, sponsors activation,” 
Stillitano said.

“It will be much more like the Su-
per Bowl. We are spending two million 
dollars just making the event, to enjoy a 

whole week of football.”
Stillitano declined to go into the de-

tails of the sums necessary to attract 
such high-pro ile participants to the 
tournament, which also includes ix-
tures in Asia and Australia.

“It varies from team to team,” he 
said. “The teams are paid very well, I 
can’t say how much ... in some cases, 
we are sharing some revenues with the 
teams, I can’t go into details.”

Financing for the tournament is 
generated through ticketing and a net-
work of commercial partners, notably 
Dutch brewer Heineken, which also 
sponsors the UEFA Champions League.

The tournament begins on July 
19, when Paris Saint-Germain take on 
Roma in Detroit with the inal US ixture 
playing out on July 30 with an all-Italian 

derby between Roma and Juventus in 
Foxborough, outside of Boston.

“Soccer as a business has really 
grown, these teams are able to exploit 
their brand here in the US, which may-
be 20 years ago they couldn’t do,” Stilli-
tano said. “They all have robust market-
ing departments. Soccer is actually now 
very popular here.”

Since the irst friendly match he or-
ganised in 2002 -- a meeting between 
Real Madrid and Roma -- Stillitano says 
he has seen a de inite shift in the way 
the event is perceived.

He cites the support of Manches-
ter United boss Jose Mourinho and 
Real Madrid president Florentino 
Perez as being instrumental in the 
event’s maturing.

Mourinho, who has brought Chel-

sea, Real Madrid and now United to the 
US for pre-season training camps, calls 
Stillitano “Mr Zero Mistakes”.

“Because everything he did for me: 
Zero mistakes,” Mourinho told Sports 
Illustrated. “The clubs I bring to the US 
with Charlie, when I leave, the clubs 
keep the relation.”

Stillitano added: “In 2003 and 2004, 
teams really didn’t want to do it. In 
their minds it was not a tournament, 
just a series of games to show off the 
team. It’s very, very different with what 
it is now.”

“Now everything has changed: now 
the players are serious, the commercial 
departments are serious and even just 
importantly, the owners, presidents 
and managers take it very seriously. 
That’s the real difference since 2002.”

In future Stillitano is eyeing other 
lucrative markets for ixtures, with In-
dia, South America and the Middle East 
under consideration.

Stillitano meanwhile remains coy 
about the suggestion that the Inter-
national Champions Cup might offer a 
glimpse of what a breakaway European 
Super League might look like.

A meeting last year in London in-
volving top clubs and Relevent Sports, 
which is owned by US billionaire Ste-
phen Ross, fuelled speculation that a 
breakaway competition was the ulti-
mate goal.

“We want to create the best pre-sea-
son tournament in the world, we see 
where this goes into the future,” Stillita-
no said. “We have talked about different 
options for the future.

Mr Ross, at this moment, wants to 
create the best pre-season tournament 
he can.

Marriage of business and sport fuels Champions Cup

N  D , J  12 
(PTI): Former FIFA 
World Player of the Year 
Ronaldinho will visit In-
dia on Friday and explore 
his future with Premier 
Futsal, a variation of foot-
ball played indoors.

The World Cup-win-
ning Brazilian football 
great, a Ballon d’Or win-
ner, will be in Mumbai 
where he will make an 
announcement regarding 
Premier Futsal.

Ronaldinho was 
forced to quit Premier 
Futsal last year after 
just two matches. He 
returned to his home-
land as ‘Brand Ambassa-
dor’ for the Paralympic 
Games in Rio de Janeiro 
after scoring ive goals 
on his debut for the Goa 
franchise against Paul 
Scholes’s Bangalore 5’s.

On his upcoming visit 
to India, Ronaldinho said, 
“My association with Pre-
mier Futsal has been a 
fruitful one. It was a great 

experience to be in India 
and play in front of local 
crowds last year and I 
look forward to another 
warm welcome from this 
sports loving country.”

Ronaldinho joined 
the likes of Premier 
Futsal president and Por-
tuguese legend Luis Figo, 
Paul Scholes, Ryan Giggs, 
Hernan Crespo and Cafu 
to make the opening sea-
son of Premier Futsal a 
star-studded one.

Unfortunately, the 
37-year-old former Barce-
lona star had to withdraw 
from the event when he 
was getting in his groove. 
Ronaldinho, a member of 
the 2002 World Cup-win-
ning squad when he pro-
duced a stunning free-kick 
goal against England, was 
in Pakistan recently along-
side England’s Giggs.

They were in Pakistan 
along with ive other inter-
national players to partici-
pate in exhibition matches 
in Lahore and Karachi.

Ronaldinho to visit
Mumbai on Friday

Boys Club 
thrashes 
United 
Nandok in 
U-15 football 
tourney
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 12 J :

Boys Club, Gangtok 
humbled United Nan-

dok Football Club 6-1 
in the ongoing Sikkim 
Football Association Un-
der-15 knock out Foot-
ball Tournament 2017 
here at Paljor Stadium 
on Wednesday. Topden 
Bhutia and Lakpa Norbu 
Sherpa scored a hattrick 
each for Boys Club. The 
face saver for United 
Nandok FC was scored 
by Norden Lepcha in the 
38th minute. 

Now, Sikkim Hima-
layan Sporting Club will 
take on Melli Sports 
Academy on Thursday in 
the tournament.
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NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
SINGAM PLATINUM MORNING DEAR SINCERE EVENING

Draw time: 11:55 am onwards Draw time: 08:00 pm onwards
Draw No:11 DrawDate on:12/07/17 Draw No:116 DrawDate on:12/07/17

1st Prize Rs.10 Lakhs/- 98K 81690 1st Prize Rs.50 Lakhs/- 95A 15022
(Including Super Prize Amt) (Including Super Prize Amt)

Cons. Prize Rs.9,100/- 81690 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 15022 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9,000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
01222 19228 23253 28490 29912 05776 18110 24615 25933 33856
47386 50664 57041 66205 69700 54168 75363 85075 94828 99715
3rd Prize Rs.500/- 3rd Prize  Rs.9000/-
0754 1982 2746 3732 5416 6149 6150 7384 8934 9461 20726 39423 50427 55796 60195
4th Prize Rs.300/- 61360 76663 78689 85800 94272
0474 0610 1287 2052 3112 3250 4078 5006 7487 8612 4th Prize Rs.1000/-
5th Prize Rs.130/- 0608 0969 3454 5938 6585 6668 7341 8518 8551 8820
0037 0044 0075 0166 0267 0308 0315 0385 0637 0644 5th Prize Rs.600/-
0680 0715 0732 0851 1018 1157 1265 1422 1448 1564 0452 0908 0974 2655 4407 5181 5352 6458 8359 8702
1613 1747 1836 1919 2261 2403 2577 2599 2840 2882 6th Prize Rs.250/-
2994 3064 3209 3210 3421 3452 3665 3680 3765 4360 0106 0159 0210 0336 0361 0375 0441 0448 0458 0512
4482 4581 4601 4702 4776 4868 4993 5007 5031 5036 0620 0768 0772 0807 0874 1043 1153 1237 1276 1289
5100 5211 5215 5388 5439 5450 5528 5587 5709 5820 1380 1431 1496 1540 1587 1660 1701 2086 2138 2157
5890 6086 6135 6210 6223 6230 6308 6417 6435 6455 2454 2479 2486 2676 2719 2932 3066 3269 3307 3367
6505 6518 6581 6627 6658 6712 6770 6781 7290 7416 3406 3508 3750 3773 4009 4035 4166 4171 4356 4591
7591 7778 7801 8002 8009 8016 8175 8218 8587 8600 4721 4771 4774 4807 4886 4986 5158 5258 5277 5295
9265 9337 9504 9543 9629 9642 9739 9747 9773 9810 5360 5438 5542 5682 5693 5769 5837 6090 6215 6267
Issued by: 6336 6339 6408 6448 6455 6477 6693 6983 7154 7209
The Director, Nagaland State Lotteries, Kohima, Nagaland. 7256 7643 7763 7866 8075 8203 8335 8343 8351 8535
For Results, please visit: www.nagalandlotteries.com 8798 8812 8839 8928 8978 9163 9281 9507 9782 9838

KINDLY CHECK THE RESULTS WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE.

MIZORAM STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR FALCON MORNING
Draw No:48 DrawDate on:12/07/17

1st Prize Rs.50 Lakhs/- 92G 97268
(Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 97268 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
01980 04956 10961 18759 21132
28259 81803 82997 92275 92393
3rd Prize  Rs.9000/-
06760 10837 23622 24399 46325
61850 66667 68530 89328 90540
4th Prize Rs.1000/-
0406 1775 2493 4860 4958 7115 7176 7439 7891 9876
5th Prize Rs.600/-
0390 1227 2042 4697 6186 6359 6701 9313 9405 9917
6th Prize Rs.250/-
0056 0188 0500 0640 0678 0738 0788 0794 0806 0979
1194 1603 1786 1851 2066 2195 2224 2308 2372 2509
2592 2953 2975 2996 3342 3363 3382 3446 3461 3629
3696 3721 3778 3788 3838 3898 3987 4065 4102 4212
4245 4684 4747 4749 4972 5104 5115 5305 5314 5433
5459 5720 5844 5858 5884 5980 6020 6204 6383 6476
6763 6821 6835 6837 6857 7156 7219 7258 7293 7313
7389 7475 7501 7525 7685 7790 7960 8230 8321 8342
8492 8547 8713 8735 8807 8885 8890 8951 8963 9016
9111 9184 9288 9417 9639 9656 9706 9810 9967 9994
Issued by: 
The Director, Mizoram State Lotteries,
For results please visit: www.mizoramlotteries.com

Anthyesthi Kriya
Anthyesthi Kriya of Late JN 
Sharma who left for heav-
enly abode on 02 July falls 
on 14th July 2017. Friends, 
well-wishers and family mem-
bers are requested to attend 
the praying ceremony to be 
held at our residence at Melli 
Bazar, near Hospital Melli, 
South Sikkim.

Tanka Pd Sharma, Ish-
war Pd. Sharma (sons) Kiran Sharma, Kaly-

ani Sharma, Beena Sharma & Prabha Sharma 
(Daughters) Lata Sharma & Indira Sharma 

(Daughter in law) & All Dhitals Family
Cont: 9434164758, 9434209933

Anthyesthi Kriya
Anthyesthi Kriya of Late 
Pushpa Chandra Neopaney 
who left for heavenly abode 
on 02 July falls on 14th July 
2017. Friends, well-wishers 
and family members are re-
quested to attend the praying 
ceremony to be held at our 
residence at Tadong, Gang-
tok, East Sikkim.

Devka Neopaney [wife], Ajay Neopaney [son], An-
jana Neopaney [daughter] & all Neopaney family.

Cont: 9932072702, 9933540556

SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR FORTUNE

Draw No:52 DrawDate on:12/07/17
1st Prize Rs.50 Lakhs/- 96A 59751
(Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 59751 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
19068 23102 31048 37746 39362
46671 50014 77466 77612 85662
3rd Prize  Rs.9000/-
01288 02751 10902 18610 20810
57082 70395 73784 90001 98042
4th Prize Rs.1000/-
1703 1945 2655 3247 3269 6201 6783 7517 8319 9047
5th Prize Rs.600/-
0423 0873 3383 3427 4599 5151 8995 9103 9227 9543
6th Prize Rs.250/-
0169 0178 0190 0293 0490 0521 0576 0631 0823 0927
0930 0935 0944 1192 1201 1205 1330 1834 1837 1898
2256 2322 2435 2438 2443 2453 2524 2684 2870 3169
3232 3305 3340 3634 3745 3892 4200 4271 4394 4421
4579 4779 4794 4885 4908 4948 4979 4988 5046 5106
5219 5260 5353 5435 5501 5525 5553 5578 5607 5633
5888 5904 5936 6160 6247 6331 6399 6446 6699 7034
7122 7153 7159 7176 7743 8301 8305 8353 8386 8532
8593 8606 8616 8677 8702 8827 8847 8917 8952 9118
9133 9249 9506 9600 9672 9728 9743 9745 9803 9962
Issued by:
The Director, Sikkim State Lotteries,Gangtok
please visit: www.sikkimlotteries.com

B , J  12 (PTI): China 
said today that it was willing 
to play a “constructive role” in 
improving relations between 
India and Pakistan, especially 
after the increased hostility 
along the LoC, saying the situ-
ation in Kashmir has attracted 
“international” attention.

Chinese foreign ministry 
spokesman Geng Shuang said 
India and Pakistan are im-
portant South Asian countries 
but the “situation in Kashmir 
has attracted the attention of 
the international community.” 

India has maintained that 
the Kashmir issue is a bilater-
al matter with Pakistan, and 
that there is no scope for a 
third party mediation.

The Chinese comments 
aimed at getting involved in Indo- 
Pak tensions come at a time the 

armies of India and China are 
locked in a standoff in Doklam 
area in the Sikkim section.

Expressing concern over 
the tension between India and 

Pakistan, Geng said “the con-
lict occurred near the Line of 

Control of Kashmir. This will 
not only harm the peace and 
stability of the two countries 

but also the peace and tran-
quillity of the region.”

“We hope the relevant sides 
can do more things that are 
conducive for peace and stabil-

ity in the region and avoiding 
escalating the tensions and Chi-
na is willing to play construc-
tive role in improving relations 
between India and Pakistan,” 
he told reporters.

The comments also come 
two days after a Chinese an-
alyst wrote in the state-run 
Global Times that a “third 
country’s” Army could enter 
Kashmir at Pakistan’s request, 
using the “logic” the Indian 
Army used to stop the Chinese 
military from constructing 
the road in Doklam area.

Geng’s comments were in 
reply to a question on the ten-
sion between India and Paki-
stan, Organisation of Islamic 
Cooperation (OIC) expressing 
concern over the situation in 
Kashmir, and whether China can 
play role to defuse the hostility 

between the two countries.
According to Pakistan For-

eign Ministry, the OIC Council 
of Foreign Ministers, who met 
in Abidjan, Republic of Cote 
d’Ivoire, passed a resolution 
on Kashmir.

Indian security forc-
es have been carrying out 
combing operations in parts 
of Kashmir to clear the areas 
of militants supported by Pa-
kistan who launch attacks 
against them.

On Monday evening, mili-
tants targeted a bus carrying 
Amarnath pilgrims and killed 
seven of them, including six 
women, in Kashmir’s Anant-
nag district. Lashkar-e-Taiba 
commander and Pakistani na-
tional Abu Ismail has emerged 
as the mastermind of the au-
dacious attack.

China says willing to play ‘constructive role’ over Kashmir

S , J  12 (PTI): Secu-
rity forces have launched a mas-
sive hunt to track down Lash-
kar-e-Toiba (LeT) commander 
and Pakistani national Abu Is-
mail, who has emerged as the 
mastermind of the deadly attack 
on Amarnath pilgrims.

Proactive operations have 
been launched, mainly in south 
Kashmir, to track down Ismail as 
investigations including commu-
nication intercepts have pointed 
out to his involvement in the at-
tack on Amarnath pilgrims, a se-
nior police of icial said.

Seven Amarnath pilgrims, 
including six women, were 
killed and 19 injured when ter-
rorists attacked a bus in Kash-

mir’s Anantnag district on Mon-
day evening.

The of icial said the attack in 
Anantnag appears to be a repri-

sal for killing of several 
Lashkar militants in-
cluding Bashir Lashkari 
in an encounter with se-
curity forces earlier this 
month.

“The terrorists are 
frustrated at the back 
to back losses suffered 
by them during count-
er-insurgency oper-
ations over the past 
month or so and have 
now resorted to attack-
ing civilians and tour-
ists,” he said.

According to the of-
icial, Ismail has been active in 

Kashmir for several years and 
had moved base to south Kash-

mir more than a year ago.
The Anantnag attack on Am-

arnath pilgrims came the same 
day when police announced ar-
rest of a module of LeT including 
a Hindu terrorist hailing from 
Muzaffaranagar area of Uttar 
Pradesh.

Lashkar has not only dis-
tanced itself from the attack on 
Amarnath pilgrims but also con-
demned the attack.

LeT spokesman Abdullah 
Ghaznavi, while condemning the 
attack on pilgrims, has said, “It is 
against Islamic teachings”

“The attack on the pilgrims is 
highly reprehensible act. Islam 
does not allow violence against 
any faith,” he said.

Amarnath terror strike: Hunt on for LeT commander Abu Ismail

L , J  12 (PTI): A trillion-tonne 
iceberg one of the largest ever record-
ed - has broken away from Antarctica 
after many months of anticipation and 
may now pose a serious hazard to ships 
around the South Pole, scientists said 
today.

The calving of the 5,800 square ki-
lometre iceberg leaves the Larsen C Ice 
Shelf reduced in area by more than 12 
per cent, and the landscape of the Ant-
arctic Peninsula changed forever.

Icebergs calve from Antarctica all 
the time, but because this one is partic-
ularly large, its path across the ocean 
needs to be monitored as it could pose 
a hazard to maritime traf ic.

The event occurred sometime be-
tween July 10 and today, said research-
ers who had been monitoring the grow-
ing rift in the West Antarctic ice shelf 
for years.

The iceberg, which is likely to be 
named A68, weighs more than a trillion 
tonne. Its volume is twice that of Lake 
Erie, one of the Great Lakes.

The inal breakthrough of the rift 
was detected in data from NASA’s Aqua 
MODIS satellite instrument, which im-
ages in the thermal infrared at a resolu-
tion of one kilometre and con irmed by 
NASA’s Suomi VIIRS instrument.

The development of the rift over 
the last year was monitored using data 

from the European Space Agency Sen-
tinel-1 satellites part of the European 
Copernicus Space Component.

Sentinel-1 is a radar imaging system 
capable of acquiring images regardless 
of cloud cover, and throughout the cur-
rent winter period of polar darkness.

The iceberg weighs more than a tril-
lion tonnes but it was already loating 
before it calved away so has no immedi-
ate impact on sea level.

Although the remaining ice shelf 
will continue naturally to regrow, re-
searchers have previously shown that 
the new con iguration is potentially 
less stable than it was prior to the rift.

There is a risk that Larsen C may 
eventually follow the example of its 
neighbour, Larsen B, which disintegrat-
ed in 2002 following a similar rift-in-
duced calving event in 1995.

“We have been anticipating this 

event for months, and have been 
surprised how long it took for the 
rift to break through the inal few 
kilometres of ice,” said Professor 
Adrian Luckman of Swansea Uni-
versity in the UK.

“We will continue to monitor 
both the impact of this calving 
event on the Larsen C Ice Shelf, 
and the fate of this huge iceberg,” 
said Luckman, lead investigator 
of Project MIDAS that has been 
monitoring the crack.

The iceberg is one of the larg-
est recorded and its future prog-
ress is dif icult to predict.

It may remain in one piece 
but is more likely to break into 
fragments. Some of the ice may 
remain in the area for decades, 
while parts of the iceberg may 
drift north into warmer waters.

The Larsen C Ice Shelf, which 
has a thickness of between 200 

and 600 metres, loats on the ocean at 
the edge of The Antarctic Peninsula, 
holding back the low of glaciers that 
feed into it.

While the new iceberg will not im-
mediately raise sea levels, if the shelf 
loses much more of its area, it could 
result in glaciers that low off the land 
behind speeding up their passage to-
wards the ocean.

Trillion-tonne iceberg snaps off Antarctica ice shelf

Film on 
Amartya 
stalled; 
CBFC wants 
‘cow’, 3 other 
words to 
be muted
K , J  12 (PTI): A 
documentary on Amartya 
Sen has been stalled by the 
Censor Board with its ilm 
maker Suman Ghosh be-
ing told to mute words like 
‘cow’, ‘Gujarat’ and “Hin-
dutva’ uttered by the Nobel 
Laureate in the ilm.

The planned release 
of the ilm titled ‘The Ar-
gumentative Indian’ for 
this weekend in Kolkata 
is now uncertain with 
Ghosh today refusing to 
mute four words asked 
by the Central Board of 
Film Certi ication(CBFC) 
regional of ice here for 
getting the censor certif-
icate. The words also in-
cluded ‘Hindu India’.

The move by the CBFC 
came in for sharp condem-
nation with Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee voicing 
concern while Ghosh said 
he was shocked and taken 
aback. “Every single voice 
of the opposition is being 
muzzled.

Now, Dr Amartya 
Sen. If somebody of his 
stature cannot express 
himself freely, what hope 
does the common citizen 
have,” she said in a tweet.

N  D , J  12 
(PTI): Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi on 
Wednesday asked all 
chief secretaries to work 
expeditiously towards 
ensuring that all traders 
register under the GST 
regime before August 15, 
a PMO statement said.

He conveyed this 
while chairing a meet-
ing of Pro-Active Gover-
nance and Timely Imple-
mentation (PRAGATI), 
a multi-modal platform 
through which he inter-
acts with top of icials of 
state governments via 

tele-conferencing.
GST was rolled out 

on July 1, ushering a new 
system of indirect taxes 
in the country.

During the meeting, 
the prime minister also 
reviewed the progress 
towards handling and 
resolution of grievanc-
es related to the Central 
Public Works Depart-
ment (CPWD) and the 
Directorate of Estates 
and asked the Urban De-
velopment ministry to 
proactively monitor the 
same, with sensitivity, 
the statement said.

Ensure all traders register under GST
by Aug 15: PM to Chief Secretaries
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EtCETERA

A R C T I C   C I R C L E  - HALLATT

B A B Y   B L U E S  - KIRKMAN & SCOTT

L O C K H O R N S  - HOEST & REINER

ARIES: Some intense dreams about 
someone you haven’t seen for a long 
time could have you wondering what 
this person is doing now, Aries. It 
might also awaken the desire to be 
in contact again. Call if you can. You 
might be pleasantly surprised. An 
increased psychic sensitivity could 
cause you to better understand the 
thoughts and feelings of family mem-
bers. Communication of all kinds 
should go well today.
TAURUS: Social events or group 
activities concerned primarily with 
spiritual, metaphysical, social, or hu-
manitarian issues could take place in 
your community today, Taurus. These 
could be enlightening and enjoy-
able, and you could make some new 

friends. The exchange of ideas could 
get your mind going a thousand miles 
an hour. Get a little exercise to clear 
your head or you might have trouble 
sleeping tonight.
GEMINI: Legal papers might need 
attention today, Gemini. This could 
concern a positive development in 
fi nancial matters. Though you might 
not be too clear on the language, you 
will still be glad to do it since it could 
represent a highly desirable turn of 
events for you. New self-confi dence 
could result. You could fi nd more in-
teresting people drawn into your aura. 
Sparkle and shine!
CANCER: A new romance or friend-
ship could develop with someone 
who’s very creative and shares your 

spiritual values. This is a very positive 
development, Cancer. Just avoid ide-
alizing your new friend. This person is 
human like everyone else, and needs 
to be loved as is. Don’t create an unre-
alistic impression of the person. If you 
acknowledge and accept this, a re-
warding new relationship could result.
LEO: You could have heightened 
psychic awareness today, Leo. You 
will probably notice it fi rst when you 
pick up thoughts and feelings of family 
members, perhaps coming up with the 
same words at the same time. You may 
notice this phenomenon more through-
out the day. You might experience vi-
sions or powerful premonitions. Make 
the most of this ability. It can increase 
your understanding of others.

VIRGO: Someone who lives near 
you who may not have said much to 
you before could suddenly strike up 
a conversation that results in a new 
friendship, Virgo. You could be won-
dering why you didn’t speak to him or 
her before. You could share a number 
of interests, and because of that, you 
could learn about some new group ac-
tivities. Don’t push too hard, and don’t 
idealize your new friend.
LIBRA: Some paperwork might need 
execution today, Libra. This may be te-
dious, but it’s apt to open new doors for 
you and pave the way to more success 
and good fortune. Writing or speaking 
might be involved in some way, and 
modern technology plays a defi nite 
part in what you will be doing. This 

could lead to valuable contacts and 
new friendships. Explore your options.
SCORPIO: Strong intuitive rapport 
with someone who lives far away 
could create a desire to contact this 
person. This is a good idea, Scorpio, 
as this person may be going through a 
positive transition in life and eager to 
share the news. This communication 
could bring you closer together, so 
go for it. Whatever is happening with 
your friend could spill over into your 
life in some way.
SAGITTARIUS: Your intuition could 
bring you an interesting opportunity to 
increase your income in an unconven-
tional way. Others may think the idea 
strange, Sagittarius, but for you it’s 
defi nitely worth considering. Check 

all the pros and cons, talk to people in 
the know, and then give it some serious 
thought. Whether this is the source or 
not, an increased level of fi nancial se-
curity is strongly indicated now.
CAPRICORN: Social events could 
put you in touch with interesting peo-
ple involved in intriguing fi elds like 
astrology, alchemy, and other occult 
sciences, or perhaps in social, polit-
ical, or humanitarian causes. There 
could be a possible new love interest. 
You’re going to enjoy these people, 
Capricorn, and probably want to see 
them again. You need to make the 
eff ort.
AQUARIUS: More pleasant condi-
tions that are a lot easier to deal with 
could lull you into a new sense of se-

curity in your relationships. Personal 
and professional interactions should 
be especially warm and supportive. 
This should last for a while, Aquarius, 
but then the situation will probably re-
vert to whatever it was before. Make 
the most of the situation while it lasts. 
Don’t expect it to be permanent.
PISCES: Your sharp intuition and 
imagination could bring enlightening 
spiritual insights, Pisces. Metaphysi-
cal or religious books could be espe-
cially appealing. Relations with close 
friends and family should benefi t from 
this enhanced sensitivity. You may be 
able to understand them better be-
cause of it. This could be inspiring. It 
might move you to write or start some 
other creative activity.
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13TH JULY 
WORLD HISTORY
1793: Journalist and French 
revolutionary Jean-Paul Marat 
was assassinated in his bathtub 
by Charlotte Corday, a member 
of the opposing political faction.
1837: Queen Victoria became 
the irst monarch to move into 
Buckingham Palace.
1908:  The 4th Olympic Games 
opened in London, the irst 
Olympics in which women were 
allowed to compete.
1923: The Hollywood Sign was 
dedicated in the Hollywood 
Hills, Los Angeles. It originally 
read “Hollywoodland”, but the 
four last letters were dropped 
after renovation in 1949.
1930: The irst World Cup soc-
cer competition began in Monte-
video, Uruguay

INDIAN HISTORY
1830: The General Assembly’s 
Institution, now the Scottish 
Church College, one of the pio-
neering institutions that ush-
ered the Bengali renaissance, 
was founded by Alexander Duff 
and Raja Ram Mohan Roy, in Cal-

cutta, India. The Scottish Church 
College is one of the oldest col-
leges for liberal arts and scienc-
es in India. 
1905: Gandhi opposed the Ben-
gal Partition and supported boy-
cott of British-made goods.
1931: 22 Kashmiris were killed 
by the State Police who were 
attempting to free Kashmir 
from the Dogra rulers. July 13 is 
observed as Youm-e-Shuhada-
e-Kashmir or Martyrs’ Day in 
Kashmir.
1814: Bhanubhakta Acharya, 
arguably, the Aadi Kavi [First 
Poet] of Nepali literature was 
born in Chundi Ramgha, Tana-
hun District, Nepal. He is the 
irst Nepali who translated the 

great epic ‘Ramayana’ from 
Sanskrit to Nepali language. His 
birthday is celebrated as Bhanu-
jayanti with colourful events in 
Sikkim, Darjeeling, and all other 
Nepali inhabited States of Indian 
Union.

Dr. RAJEN UPADHYAY
Assistant Professor in History, 

Namchi Govt. College

WINTER IS COMING! Game of Thrones actor, Kit Har-
ington [Jon Snow] has a brief signing session with fans 
before heading to Jimmy Kimmel Live Show in Los An-
geles, California. GoT S7 is rocketing toward us at an 
alarming speed. Excited much?!

After making her Holly-
wood debut with Seth 

Gordon’s Baywatch, actress 
Priyanka Chopra has started 
working on her third inter-
national project, titled Isn’t 
It Romantic?. The 34-year-
old actress will co-star with 
Rebel Wilson, Adam Devine 
and Liam Hemsworth in the 
movie. The ilm, which will 
release in theatres on 14 Feb-
ruary 2019, is being directed 
by Todd Strauss-Schulson.

Isn’t It Romantic? is Pri-
yanka’s third Hollywood 
project after Baywatch and A 
Kid Like Jake, which is slated 
for a 2018 release. In the ilm, 
Priyanka Chopra will be seen 
portraying the role of a yoga 
ambassador, Isabella. Rebel 
Wilson will feature as Na-
talie, an architect from New 
York City. Liam Hemsworth 

will portray the role of a cli-
ent, while Adam Devine will 
feature as Rebel Wilson’s 
best friend. Isn’t It Romantic 
is being shot in and around 
New York.

Priyanka Chopra became 
a popular face in the west af-
ter she starred in the Amer-
ican TV series Quantico. She 
won two consecutive Peo-
ple’s Choice Awards for por-
traying the role of FBI recruit 
Alex Parrish on the show. Pri-
yanka will reportedly soon 
begin shooting for the third 
season of Quantico.

Back home, Priyanka 
Chopra is producing several 
regional ilms. She will report-
edly feature in the biopic of 
late astronaut Kalpana Chaw-
la. As per reports, Priyanka has 
also signed up for Sanjay Leela 
Bhansali ilm Gustakhiyan, in 

LEAKED!

Priyanka Chopra Kickstarts Her Third Hollywood
Project, Isn’t It Romantic?

which she will play writer-po-
etess Amrita Pritam.

Well, PC’s snaps instantly 
go viral and they are all just 
too attractive to give a miss! 
Now the recent ones that are 
surfaced are from the sets of 
her ilm ‘Isn’t it romantic’.

The pictures were shared 
by her fan clubs and we are 
just thankful that they did! At 
the cost of repetition, PeeCee 

looked damn attractive in 
that pink sundress. She was 
snapped all smiling and gig-
gling on the sets. We can also 
see her talking to her col-
league in one of the pictures. 
Another pic that caught our 
attention is the one where 
the male actor is forcibly 
holding her. This might be a 
scene from the movie whose 
still must have been leaked.

In the irst round of ticket 
booking, the tickets were 

sold in 48 minutes lat!
Ed Sheeran is coming to 

town and Mumbai sure is ex-
cited! Why, you ask? Well, the 
ticket booking for the concert 
that is to be held on 19 Nov 
2017, opened today and the 
tickets were sold in a matter 
of minutes. Can 
you beat 
that?

I s s u i n g 
a statement, t h e 
concert’s ticketing portal, 
Book My Show, claimed that 
in the irst round of ticket 
booking, the tickets were 
sold in 48 minutes lat! The 
Shape of You singer sure has 
Indians wrapped around his 

ingers, don’t you think so? 
Diamond was the irst cate-
gory to be sold out, followed 
by Gold and Silver.

Unlike Justin Bieber’s 
concert ticket prices, Sheer-
an’s concert passes aren’t 
being sold for a very high 
price. In fact, the ticket pric-
e s range from Rs 

4,750 [for Sil-
ver section], 
Rs 8,000, 

for Gold and 
Rs 12,000 [for the Diamond 
section]. The concert will be 
held in Jio Gardens, BKC.

Kunal Khambati, Head 
– Live Events and IP, Book-
MyShow said, “We are elat-
ed and overwhelmed by the 
response received towards 

the online ticket sales for Ed 
Sheeran Live in Mumbai con-
cert. Just as we had anticipat-
ed, we witnessed enormous 
demand and traf ic on our 

platforms from thousands 
of Ed Sheeran fans, not just 
residing in India but outside 
as well. Our virtual queue 
management system ef i-

Excllisive!!!

In 48 minutes fl at, Ed Sheeran proves that 

he is a bigger star than Justin Bieber!
ciently managed the 
requests, allowing 
thousands of lucky 
BookMyShow users 
to get their tickets, 
on a irst come irst 
served basis, to one 
of the most highly an-
ticipated events this 
year.”

The concert is 
part of the Asian leg 
of Ed Sheeran’s world 
tour to support his 
third studio album 
÷ [Divide] and he is 
expected to perform 
most popular tracks 
from this album.

Parenthood sure agrees with George 
and Amal Clooney! The new mom 

and dad had their irst date night out 
since their twins’ June arrival, looking 
tanned, rested and stunning!

Most irst-time parents to newborn 
twins look like they’ve been through the 
ringer, with sleepless nights, constant 
feedings and generally being in frazzled 
state 24-7. George and Amal Clooney are 
not those people! The glamorous pair 
stepped out for their irst night out on 
the town after the birth of their babies 
in June. The couple left the kids at home 
and headed to a romantic dinner near 
his Lake Como, Italy mansion, looking 
more incredible than ever!

The 56-year-old proud papa was 
sporting a healthy tan and giant smile 
while saying goodbye to well-wishers 

at the Il Gatto Nero restaurant in Cer-
nobbio. However it was beautiful Amal 
looking red-carpet gorgeous who got all 
of the attention!

The 39-year-old new mother looked 
like a dream in a short sleeved creme 
dress with small lowers on it that showed 
off her a slight tan. Her makeup was pure 
perfection, including bright red lips, and 
her gorgeous long brunette locks were 
still as shiny and lowing as ever. If she’s 
been having any rough nights up with lit-

tle Ella and Alexander, we sure can’t tell 
because she was positively glowing!

The couple has been spending most 
of their time at their sprawling estate in 
Berkshire outside of London ever since 
the babies were born, but we knew it 
was only a matter of time before they 
ended up at George’s beloved Lake 
Como spread. He lives for spending the 
summers there and this is his irst time 
back at the house as a parent! The cou-
ple took a private jet from London to 
Milan on July 3, carrying their previous 
little ones in carriers. From their healthy 
tans, it looks like they’ve been getting 
plenty of time under the Italian sun in-
stead of cloudy England.

A loving marriage, healthy children 
and gorgeous looks. The Clooneys really 
do have it all!

Amal Clooney Looks More Beautiful Than Ever On First Night Out After Birth Of Twins


