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M , M  17 (PTI): 
Coming from Sikkim, 
physical appearance did 
create a hindrance for 
national award-winning 
actor Geetanjali Thapa as 
she says she faced “dis-
crimination” here.

“I have faced discrim-
ination. I have been told 
I can’t do this as I don’t 
look Indian enough. Peo-
ple say ‘she is a good ac-
tor but she doesn’t (look) 
Indian’. I used to feel sad 
about it, but now I have 
developed a thick skin.

“I laugh it off, it 
doesn’t affect me at all. I 
am here and doing good 
work. There are ilmmak-
ers, who are willing to 
cast me and that is great,” 
Thapa told PTI.

Sikkim’s best known 
face in Bollywood is veter-
an actor Danny Denzong-
pa and Thapa is sharing 
the screen space with him 
in “Bioscopewala”.

She says the percep-
tion towards them is 
changing slowly but it 
cannot happen overnight.

“There are certain 
ilmmakers who are will-

ing to change the history 
or ethnicity or back story 
of a character to it me 
and that is great.

“Why should I always 
play a girl from north 
east? Maybe, I can play an 
Indian girl, who is study-
ing in Diu or Mumbai or 
from Bangalore. I think 
all this will change but it 
will take time. I think we 
have to move forward. 
Slowly but surely things 
are changing,” she said.

“Bioscopewala” is a 
modern-day adaptation 
of Rabindranath Tag-
ore’s 1892 short story 
“Kabuliwala”.

“I remember read-
ing about ‘Kabuliwala’ 
during my school days. 
I had seen the Hindi 
version which had Bal-
raj Sahini in it. I had not 
seen the Bengali version. 
I watched it sometime 
ago. I had auditioned for 
the role and that’s how I 
got it,” she said.

Besides Denzongpa 
and Thapa, the ilm also 
boasts of performers like 
Adil Hussain and Tisca 

Faced discrimination 
for my looks, says 
Geetanjali Thapa
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REBYNA RANA
N , 17 M :

Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling today ad-

dressed the public of 
Namthang-Rateypani 
constituency, South Sik-
kim as a part of his 32-
day state-wide public 
outreach tour ‘Jan Sewa 
Jan Samman Yatra’. The 
programme was held 
at Pongla Ground in 
Namthang.

Addressing the gath-
ering, the Chief Minister 
spoke in brief about the 
objective of Jan Sampar-
ka Abhiyan which he said 
was to empower the gen-
eral public, particularly 
the grassroot populace 
on a long term basis. 

The Chief Minister 
also spoke about the 

State Government’s de-
cision to enhance the 
salaries of ASHA facilita-
tors, aganwadi workers 

and grade-D employees 
and laborers and further 
assured that his govern-
ment will continue to 

work for the public. 
Further, the CM reit-

erated the need for Sik-
kim Subject holders to 

tap economic bene its 
provided by the State 
Government by setting 
up their own business 

enterprises instead of 
subletting their shops 
and property for com-
mercial purposes. 

He also announced 
that open tender will 
be initiated for the ru-
ral public through the 
of ice of Block Develop-
ment Of icers or through 
e-tenders from Gangtok 
in contrast to tenders is-
sued at Zilla level. 

The Chief Minister 
also highlighted the im-
pressive improvements 
in life expectancy in Sik-
kim, elimination of life 
threatening diseases 
from the State and im-
proved standard of liv-
ing and stated it was an 
indication of growth and 
progress.

G , 17 M  [IPR]: Chairman, Nation-
al Commission for Safai Karmacharis, Man-
har Valjibhai Zala, has expressed happiness 
at Sikkim being the only State in India where 
Safai Karmacharis are living with great re-
spect and dignity and made special mention 
of Safai Karmacharis under Gangtok Munic-
ipal Corporation being of icially recognized 
as ‘Gangtok Beauti iers’. 

The NCSF chairperson was addressing a 
press conference this afternoon to share the 
outcome of his meetings with the Chief Sec-
retary, Director General of Police, Depart-
ment heads, State Government functionar-
ies, Gangtok Municipal Corporation council-
ors and Nagar Panchayats and Safai Karm-
acharis from all four district headquarters.

Mr Zala further informed media-persons 
about the discussions and suggestions put 
forth by the Commission regarding issues 
relating to safai karmacharis and Manual 
Scavengers for the State of Sikkim and their 

Rehabilitation Act, 2013.
He also spoke about various issues related 

to safai karmacahris which were discussed, 
their grievances and demands, health insur-
ance, education facilities, housing/accom-
modation schemes, loans, salary/pension, 
recruitment, orientation, medical camps for 

the welfare of the safai karmacharis.
He also informed that a recommenda-

tion to form a State Commission for Safai 
Karmacharis has been submitted to the Gov-
ernment of Sikkim.

This, he added will aid in the socialeco-

CM’S JAN SEWA JAN SAMMAN YATRA REACHES NAMTHANG RATEYPANI

“Public outreach to empower
the Janta at the grassroots”

Sikkim the only state  where Safai Karmacharis are living
with great respect and dignity: NCSK Chairman
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G , 17 M  [IPR]: Secre-
tary, Ministry of Tribal Affairs, 
Government of India, Leena Nair, 
held a meeting today with the 
Chief Secretary and senior of icers 
of the State Government in connec-
tion with the inclusion of eleven 
left out communities of Sikkim in 
the list of Scheduled Tribes (ST).

Secretary, Social Justice, Em-
powerment & Welfare Depart-
ment, Government of Sikkim, Sara-
la Rai, gave a detailed account of 
the initiatives undertaken by the 
State Government for inclusion of 
eleven left out communities in the 
list of STs and the way forward. 

She also apprised the visiting 
Secretary about the special pro-
visions for Sikkim under Article 
371F. 

She explained that when Sik-
kim was merged with India, there 
were three communities namely 
Bhutia, Lepcha and Nepali who 
were the ‘subjects’ of the kingdom. 
Subsequently, the Bhutia and Lep-
cha communities were granted 
Scheduled Tribe status, and later a 
few sub-communities from among 

the Nepali/ Gorkhali constellation 
like Kaami, Lohar, Damai and Sarki 
were granted Scheduled Caste sta-
tus, while the Limboo and Tamang 
communities became Scheduled 
Tribes. 

She added that the particular 
selective action has violated the 
provision of Equitable Arrange-
ment for ensuring social and eco-
nomic advancement of different 
sections of the population of Sikkim 
as provided under Article 371 F (g). 

She further apprised the Secre-
tary that a letter from Director Gen-
eral, Ministry of Home Affairs, OK 
Moorthy, was received by the then 
Chief Secretary asking to resubmit 
proposal for inclusion of the left 
out communities in the Scheduled 
Tribe list which was not replied. 

“There are aberrations, there 
are apprehensions, but I want to 
put on record that inclusion of 
the eleven left out communities 

STATE OFFICIALS REITERATE VALIDITY OF TRIBAL STATUS DEMAND WITH MoTA SECY

Ministry of Tribal Affairs to revisit docs supporting
tribal status for left out communities
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SC notice to 
Centre on 
fresh plea 
seeking to 
decriminalise 
gay sex
N  D , M  17 
(PTI): The Supreme 
Court today issued notice 
to the Centre seeking its 
reply on a plea by a group 
of 20 former and current 
students of the presti-
gious IITs challenging 
section 377 of the IPC, 
which criminalises un-
natural sex between two 
consenting adults of the 
same gender.

A bench of Chief Jus-
tice Dipak Misra and Jus-
tices AM Khanwilkar and 
DY Chandrachud, while 
seeking response from 
the government, ordered 
tagging of the plea with 
other similar petitions 
which have already been 
referred by the top court 
to a ive-judge constitu-
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Chopra.
“They were all very 

warm and helpful, they 
did not intimidate me, 
they were very accom-
modating. They are a 
brilliant bunch of actors, 
they pushed me to make 
my craft better.

“It was like a master-
class. I am grateful for 
this masterclass. It has 
made me better as an 
actor, I learnt a lot from 
actors, technicians, crew, 
etc. It was an enriching 
experience,” she said.

Thapa, who has been 
part of ilms like “Mon-
soon Shootout”, “Liar’s 
Dice”, “Trapped”, says it is 
not easy to get the roles 
she wants to do.

“I do get good scripts 
but at the same time it is 
not easy. I am happy and 
content with my work. I 
go for good scripts. It can 

be full length, a short ilm, 
a web series or a regional 
ilm. The role has to excite 

me, be it in the commer-
cial space or indie.”

Thapa said she would 
like to be accepted in all 
kinds of ilms.

“It has turned out 
that I like doing only cer-
tain kind of ilms, but it is 
not a conscious decision. 
It has worked out that 
way. I am a greedy actor, 
I want to do it all.”

The song and dance 
ilms are also on her wish 

list.
“I watch those ilms 

and I ind them enter-
taining. Song and dance 
doesn’t mean it is frizzle. 
There have been ilms 
that have good content as 
well. If given an opportu-
nity, I wouldn’t mind try-
ing song and dance ilms, 
it maybe a stress buster,” 
she said.

Faced discrimination 
for my looks, says...
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nomic development of the safai 
karmacharis.

He said that all the meet-
ings chaired by him during his 
visit ended on a fruitful note 
and expressed his satisfaction 
to see the standard maintained 
for safai karmacharis within 
the State.

He urged every individual 
to be more aware about the 
schemes, facilities and initia-
tives undertaken by the Cen-
tral and State Government.

Earlier, Chief Secretary AK 
Shrivastava, while addressing 
the meeting chaired by the 
Chairman National Safai Kar-
machari Board stated that Sik-
kim is perhaps the only State 
where manual scavenging is 
not practiced and Safai Karm-
acharis live with dignity and 
respect and enjoy adequate 
facilities provided by the Gov-

ernment. 
He added that there has 

not been a single death of Sa-
fai Karmachari while cleaning 
potholes or sewage.

The Chairman was accom-
panied in the meeting by Sec-
retary, National Commission 
for Safai Karmacharis, Narayan 
Das and Principal Private Sec-
retary to the Chairman, Ma-
henk Prasad.  

Sikkim the only state  
where Safai Karmacharis are 
living with great respect and 
dignity: NCSK Chairman

Gangtok, 17 May [IPR]: 
Chairman, National Commis-
sion for Safai Karmacharis, 
Manhar Valjibhai Zala, has 
expressed happiness at Sik-
kim being the only State in In-
dia where Safai Karmacharis 
are living with great respect 
and dignity and made special 
mention of Safai Karmacharis 

under Gangtok Municipal Cor-
poration being of icially recog-
nized as ‘Gangtok Beauti iers’. 

The NCSF chairperson was 
addressing a press conference 
this afternoon to share the 
outcome of his meetings with 
the Chief Secretary, Director 
General of Police, Department 
heads, State Government func-
tionaries, Gangtok Municipal 
Corporation councilors and 
Nagar Panchayats and Safai 
Karmacharis from all four dis-
trict headquarters.

Mr Zala further informed 
media-persons about the dis-
cussions and suggestions put 
forth by the Commission re-
garding issues relating to safai 
karmacharis and Manual Scav-
engers for the State of Sikkim 
and their Rehabilitation Act, 
2013.

He also spoke about var-
ious issues related to safai 

karmacahris which were dis-
cussed, their grievances and 
demands, health insurance, ed-
ucation facilities, housing/ac-
commodation schemes, loans, 
salary/pension, recruitment, 
orientation, medical camps for 
the welfare of the safai karm-
acharis.

He also informed that a rec-
ommendation to form a State 
Commission for Safai Karm-
acharis has been submitted to 
the Government of Sikkim.

This, he added will aid in 
the socialeconomic develop-
ment of the safai karmacharis.

He said that all the meet-
ings chaired by him during his 
visit ended on a fruitful note 
and expressed his satisfaction 
to see the standard maintained 
for safai karmacharis within 
the State.

He urged every individual 
to be more aware about the 

schemes, facilities and initia-
tives undertaken by the Cen-
tral and State Government.

Earlier, Chief Secretary AK 
Shrivastava, while addressing 
the meeting chaired by the 
Chairman National Safai Kar-
machari Board stated that Sik-
kim is perhaps the only State 
where manual scavenging is 
not practiced and Safai Karm-
acharis live with dignity and 
respect and enjoy adequate 
facilities provided by the Gov-
ernment. 

He added that there has 
not been a single death of Sa-
fai Karmachari while cleaning 
potholes or sewage.

The Chairman was accom-
panied in the meeting by Sec-
retary, National Commission 
for Safai Karmacharis, Narayan 
Das and Principal Private Sec-
retary to the Chairman, Ma-
henk Prasad.  

Sikkim the only state  where Safai Karmacharis...
contd from pg01

SUMMIT REPORT
M , 17 M :

A cement-laden truck plying to 
North Sikkim met with an ac-

cident at 09th Mile along the Man-
gan-Singtam highway last night at 

around 9:20 p.m.   
The truck, after failing to make 

a steep climb, reportedly careened 
off the road and smashed into a 
wooden house.   

Fortunately, the family mem-

bers in the house escaped with 
only minor injuries.

The driver of the truck 
meanwhile has been referred to 
STNM Hospital in Gangtok for 
treatment.

Man injured as cement-laden
truck falls off the road

in Scheduled Tribe list 
would protect the iden-
tity of Sikkim and Sik-
kimese people. This de-
mand may be seen from 
a larger perspective in 
providing identity and 
security to the genuine 
Sikkim Subject Certi i-
cate holders from the Ne-
pali Community,” Ms Rai 
stressed. 

She requested the 
Secretary, Ministry of 
Tribal Affairs on behalf of 
the State and the people 
of Sikkim to consider the 
demand of inclusion of 
the eleven left out com-
munities of Sikkim in the 
Scheduled Tribe list.

Secretary, Culture 
Department, Yashoda 
Bhandari and Special 
Secretary, SJE&WD, 

D.J. Mukhia also 
supplemented on the 
initiatives taken by the 
State Government in 
pursuance of the long 
pending demand.

Ms Nair in her re-
sponse stated that the 
Ministry will revisit the 
documents and corre-
spondences made be-
tween the State and the 
Central Government in 
connection to the demand 
for inclusion of left out 
communities in the ST list, 
and also enquired about 
the social, economic and 
cultural identities of the 
left out communities.

The meeting was 
also attended by of icials 
from MoTA, Additional 
Secretary, SJE&WD, K.B. 
Pradhan, and OSD, Primi-
tive Tribe, T.T. Lepcha.

Ministry of Tribal Affairs to
revisit docs supporting...

contd from pg01

N , 17 M  [IPR 
S ]: A meeting of 
District Task Force Im-
munisation (DTFI) was 
conducted today under 
the chairmanship of Sub 
Divisional Magistrate 
[HQ], Hemant Rai today.

The meeting was 
attended by District 
Medical Superintendent 
[South], Dr D.C.Sharma, 
District Public Health 

South District Task Force Immunisation
preps for HPV vaccination drive

Nurse Of icer [DPH-
NO], Vijaya Laxhmi Rai, 
DRISHTI General Sec-
retary, Passang Bhutia, 
Nehru Yuva Kendra co-
ordinator, Sangita Da-
hal along with health 
of icials and represen-
tatives from Human Re-
source and Development 
Deaprtment.

Addressing, the 
meeting DPHNO, Ms Rai 
spoke in- detail about 
the upcoming Human 
Papilloma Virus (HPV) of 

cervical cancer vaccina-
tion campaign which is 
scheduled to e held from 
05-21 June in Sikkim.

The DPHNO stressed 
that for the campaign to 
be successful, effective 
awareness must be gen-
erated by school prin-
cipals, ASHA workers, 
NGOs and health of icials 
of the district.

It was also informed 
that the list of girls to be 
vaccinated will be pre-
pared by ASHA and AWW 

workers. 
A district level core 

group to oversee the 
smooth and successful 
functioning of the cam-
paign was also formed 
during the meeting.

Furthermore, the 
meeting also had a brief 
discussion on Intensi ied 
Diarrhoea Control Fort-
night (IDFC) set to start 
from 09 June and the 
Intensi ied Mission In-
dradhanush (IMI) under 
Gram Sawaraj Abhiyan.

SUMMIT REPORT 
G , 17 M :

SAPE Events & Media Private Lim-
ited, an educational fair organizer, 

in association with The Telegraph and 
Rotary Club, Darjeeling, has announced 
plans to organize the 15th edition of 
its career fair at Gangtok on 19 May, in 
Darjeeling on 21 May and in Siliguri on 
23 and 24 May, a press release informs. 

The career fair at Gangtok is sched-
uled to be held in Chintan Bhawan. 

The focus of the event is to invite 
students to study under various “new 
age courses”, the release reads. 

Apart from bringing students and 
educational institutions under one 

roof, the event also helps the aspirants 
and the guardians have detailed discus-
sions about the facilities and fee struc-
tures of institutions along with expert 
guidance. 

It also aims to facilitate an easy 
comparison to help in making informed 
decisions, best suited as per individual 
needs, the release adds.

Started in 2004, the SAPE career 

fair organizes a series of events every 
year at different locations in India and 
South-East Asia. 

SAPE has conducted career fairs in 
Bhutan, Nepal, Bangladesh, Myanmar, 
Indonesia, Vietnam, Sri Lanka and Cam-
bodia, it is informed.

The career fair this year will present 
students an opportunity to explore and 
evaluate a wide spectrum of courses 
ranging from academic to professional 
and vocational courses including ad-
vertising, animation, banking, bio-tech-
nology, computer training, engineer-
ing, fashion designing, ilm technology, 
inance, graphic designing and other 

courses.

SAPE to conduct career fair in Gangtok, Darj and Siliguri 

R , M  17 (PTI): 
Against the backdrop of 
political developments 
in Karnataka, Congress 
president Rahul Gandhi 
today claimed the situa-
tion in the country was 
similar to that in Pakistan 
under “dictatorship”.

At an event here, he 
alleged there was an at-
mosphere of fear in the 
country and the Consti-
tution was under “severe 
attack”, with even the 
institutions such as the 
judiciary and the press 
being suppressed and 
threatened.

His remarks came 
hours after BJP leader B S 
Yeddyurappa was sworn-
in as the chief minister of 
Karnataka.

While the Con-
gress-JD(S) combine in 
the state has been claim-
ing a majority with the 
support of 117 MLAs, the 
BJP has 104 seats in the 
Assembly which has 224 
elected members. Polling 
was not held in two seats. 
The House has a nomi-
nated seat.

“The Constitution is 
under severe attack in 
the country... In Karnata-
ka, the MLAs are on one 
side and the Governor on 
the other and you know 
what attempt is being 
made,” Gandhi said.

“The JD(S) leader has 
said its MLAs were of-
fered Rs 100 crore,” the 
Congress president said, 
apparently referring to 
H D Kumaraswami who 
had made the allegation.

Gandhi said, “One af-
ter another, you can see 
in every democratic in-
stitution in the country,..
the RSS is trying to in-
duct its people.”

He said, “There is fear 
in the judiciary, there 
is fear in the press, and 
even the BJP’s members 
of Parliament are scared 
as they cannot speak a 

single word before the 
prime minister.”

In the last 70 years, it 
was generally seen that 
the people approached 
the judiciary for seeking 
justice, he said.

“But for the irst time 
it was seen that four 
judges of the Supreme 
Court appeared before 
the press and sought 
support from the public, 
saying they were being 
suppressed and not al-
lowed to perform their 
duties.

“Such a thing was wit-
nessed for the irst time 
in a democratic country. 
It de initely happens 
under dictatorships, it 
happens in Pakistan, it 
happens in different Af-
rican countries, (where) 
a general comes and sup-
presses the court and the 
press. But in India, it has 
happened for the irst 
time in last 70 years,” 
Gandhi said.

He was apparently 
referring to the unprece-
dented press conference 
by four senior judges of 
the Supreme Court in 
January this year to ex-
press their grievances 
against the Chief Justice 
of India.

In his address at a 
‘Jan Swaraj Sammelan’ 
here on the occasion of 
the silver jubilee of 73rd 
and 74th amendment in 
the Constitution related 
to local self-governance, 
the Congress leader ac-
cused the BJP and the 

RSS of capturing every 
democratic institution in 
country.

He said the Congress 
had ruled the country for 
several years but never 
tried to capture the dem-
ocratic institutions.

Gandhi also alleged 
that the RSS and the BJP’s 
target was to suppress 
the voice of Dalits, ‘adiva-
sis’ (tribals) and women 
and distribute the coun-
try’s wealth to some se-
lected people.

“When farmers talk 
about loan waiver, (Fi-
nance Minister) Arun 
Jaitley says the Centre 
does not have any policy 
for it. But in the last one 
year, Rs 2.5 lakh crore 
loan of 15 rich people 
was waived. He (Jaitley) 
doesn’t speak on it be-
cause it’s in their poli-
cy,” the Congress chief 
said.

He said that if the BJP 
wanted to talk about cor-
ruption, then its leaders 
should speak about the 
Rafale ighter deal, BJP 
chief’s son and (Union 
minister) Piyush Goyal’s 
company. However, he 
did not elaborate on it.

Gandhi alleged the 
BJP government has 
snatched the rights of 
farmers, villagers and 
poor and diluted the law.

He said the people 
will have to come 
together to ight against 
the ideology of the RSS 
and the BJP to protect the 
Constitution.

Constitution under
severe attack, atmosphere 

of fear in country: Rahul

Former Mizo 
CM iles 
defamation 
case against 
Cong 
mouthpiece
A , M  17 (PTI): 
Opposition Mizo Nation-
al Front (MNF) president 
Zoramthanga today iled 
a criminal defamation 
case against the state’s 
Congress mouthpiece 
for allegedly linking him 
in the murder case of a 
Presbyterian priest in 
2007 when he was the 
chief minister.

Zoramthanga iled 
the case against the ed-
itor and publisher of 
the ‘Congress Thli im’ in 
the court of the Judicial 
Magistrate First Class H 
Lalduhsanga in Aizawl.

The MNF chief al-
leged in his petition 
that an article of the 
‘Congress Thli im’ in its 
March 2018 issue quoted 
a resident of Aizawl who 
accused Zoramthanga of 
ordering assassination of 
the priest who was killed 
on October one, 2007.

Zoramthanga who 
was chief minister for 
two terms between De-
cember 4, 1998 and De-
cember 9, 2008 said the 
article has defamed him.
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Gangtok on 
Friday, 
18 May

Temp: 24°C /14°C
Forecast: A blend 
of  sun and clouds, 
a shower or thun-
derstrom in spots 
in the afternoon. 
Sunrise: 04:46 AM
Sunset: 6:18 PM

As for the demands sanctioned by him 
as part of the tour, the CM reiterated that 
all the sanctioned works will begin within 
two months. 

“Engineers and of icials will be com-
ing to carry out surveys of lands where 
infrastructural demands have been sanc-
tioned,” he said. 

He further appealed to the people to 
take land compensation as prescribed.

The Chief Minister also maintained that 
opposition political parties in Sikkim were 
trying to instigate people in the name of 
caste and religion and urged the public to 
keep away from religion, caste and class-
based discord and con lict and make Sik-
kim a peaceful and progressive State. 

He stated that the 32-day Jan Sam-
parkh Abhiyan was for the public to bring 
forth their grievances and get in touch 
with the Chief Minister directly with their 
inputs for policy formulation.

He also said that in the coming days, 
private business sector of Sikkim will be 

directed to employ 90% Sikkimese in tour-
ism, hospitality industry and other similar 
trades to ensure local employment.

“We are planning to place the Bill for 
such Act in the coming assembly session 
which will be held in the irst week of July,” 
the CM said

The Chief Minister also sanctioned var-
ious projects based on the demands of the 
people of Namthang-Rateypani constituency. 

Among the sanctioned projects are- 
construction of auditorium at Phong Sec-
ondary School, construction of various 
link-roads under Namthang Rateypani 
constituency, laying of drinking water 
pipeline and repair works from Tarkho-
la to Phongla, footpath construction in 
the road leading up to Ashta-Chiranjeevi 
Dham at Nagi Dara, construction of public 
ground in the constituency, construction 
of Gram Prashasan Kendra (GPK), setting 
up of power house at Upper Durga Mandir 
area, setting up of wayside amenities such 
as cafeteria in the constituency to boost 
tourism, adequate electricity supply and 

replacement of old transformers for un-
interrupted power supply and beauti ica-
tion of Rateypani Bazaar.

He further announced the distribu-
tion of house allotment orders under 
Chief Minister’s Rural Housing Mission 
for 3,000 households along with estab-
lishing an Organic Collection Centre in 
the constituency. Additionally, the CM also 
assured to place the request for the exten-
sion of North East Rural Livelihood Project 
[NERLP] in Sikkim before the Government 
of India. 

With regards to health sector, the Chief 
Minister informed the public that the State 
Government has procured 31,000 cervical 
cancer vaccines for girls aged between 09 
to 14 years and that these would be pro-
vided free of cost. He also shared his plans 
of transforming Sikkim into breast and 
cervical cancer free State.

In the education scenario, the Chief 
Minister urged the students of the con-
stituency to take advantage of the various 
schemes of State Government for them 

and appraised the students to avail free 
technical education in institutions such as 
CCCT-Chisopani and ATTC-Bardang. 

Similarly, he added that the presence 
of technical and engineering colleges in 
the State will widely bene it the students 
which will aid socio-economic develop-
ment of Sikkim, he said. 

Furthermore, he urged the progressive 
youth of the State to start the innovative 
practice of branding every village in Sik-
kim under unique labels to attract tourism 
to their respective areas.

The Chief Minister further called upon 
the public to embrace afforestation thus 
upholding the sanctity of a Green State. 
Additionally, he appraised the Forest De-
partment to plant varieties of lowering 
and fruit bearing trees along the roads and 
encouraged the public to take up the role 
of guardians.

The CM also delved on the peaceful en-
vironment prevalent in Sikkim and called 
on the people to inculcate a sense of own-
ership in maintaining this peace and har-

mony. 
On Organic Farming, the Chief Minis-

ter urged the youth to create an oasis of 
Organic Farming entrepreneurs and be-
come job-providers rather than remaining 
job-seekers.

Demands were placed by the represen-
tatives of Phong Secondary School, Chuba 
Rammeng Perbing Phong Zilla Territorial 
Constituency, Maneydara Nagi ZTC, Pam-
phok Mamring ZTC, Tanzi Rateypani ZTC 
and NERLP respectively.

During, the course of the program the 
Chief Minister was felicitated by ASHA, 
AWW and Zilla and Gram Panchayats of 
the constituency for the Chief Minister’s 
commitment to uplift the state in domestic 
as well as in global arena.

The Chief Minister was accompanied 
by Ministers, MLAs, Zilla Members, Chair-
men, Department of icials and the public. 

The Chief Minister is scheduled to at-
tend a programme at Ravangla tomorrow.

[with additional inputs 
from IPR Deptt, GoS]

“Public outreach to empower the Janta at the grassroots”
contd from pg01

tion bench on January 8.
The 20 IITians, in-

cluding scientists, teach-
ers, entrepreneurs and 
researchers of different 
age groups, who all are 
Lesbian, Gay, Bi-sexu-
al and Transgenders 
(LGBT), have claimed 
that criminalisation of 
sexual orientation has 
resulted in a “sense of 
shame, loss of self-es-
teem and stigma”.

Their plea was iled 
on behalf of LGBT alum-
ni association of the 
IITs, which claims to 
have over 350 members. 
Among the petitioners, 
the youngest one is a 
19-year-old student of 
IIT Delhi, while the old-
est one graduated from 
an IIT in 1982.

The apex court had 
earlier referred to a con-
stitution bench several 
pleas iled by eminent 
citizens and NGO ‘Naaz 
Foundation’ challenging 
the 2013 apex court ver-
dict which had re-crimi-
nalised gay sex between 
consenting adults.

Section 377 of the 
IPC refers to ‘unnatural 
offences’ and says whoev-
er voluntarily has carnal 
intercourse “against the 
order of nature” with any 
man, woman or animal, 
shall be punished with 
imprisonment for life, or 
with imprisonment of 
either description for a 
term which may extend 
to ten years, and shall also 
be liable to pay a ine.

“The petitioners con-
tend that the continued 
existence of section 377 
severely curtails the pro-
tection of equality, digni-
ty, liberty and expression 
that the Constitution 
guarantees to all Indian 
citizen,” the plea iled by 
the group of IITians said.

“The stigma, silence and 
violence that section 377 
brings in its wake, deeply 
hurts the petitioners’ pro-
fessional promise and per-
sonal ful ilment,” it said.

SC notice to 
Centre on 
fresh plea 
seeking to 
decriminalise 
gay sex
contd from pg01

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 17 M :

Continuing the riverfront 
cleanliness drive as part of 

the World Environment Day ini-
tiatives, Forest Department of i-
cials and students of Aho-Kisan 
Secondary School today con-
ducted another cleanliness drive 
along Rani Khola below Setipool 
and the surrounding areas.

30 students participated in 
the cleanliness drive.

District Forest Of icer [Envi-
ronment and Soil Conservation] 
NP Gautam and DFO [Environ-
ment] SB Subba led the drive.

The drive was also joined 
by the public and panchayat 
of Setipool and surrounding 
areas. 

The Forest Department, 
in collaboration with Minis-
try of Environment, Forest 
and Climate Change, Gov-
ernment of India, as a part 
of World Environment Day 
2018 had kicked off the riv-

erfront cleaning drive along 
Rani Khola and its adjoining 

streams on 15 May. 
The cleanliness drive is 

scheduled to continue till World 
Environment Day, 05 June.

Forest Deptt continues riverfront 
cleaning drive along Rani Khola

SUMMIT REPORT 
G , 17 M :

Christian Burial 
Ground Committee 

[CBGC] held its annu-
al meeting at Bethesda 
Church here at Indira 
Bye-Pass on 16 May. The 
meeting was attended 
by church elders, com-
mittee members and 
pastors from more than 
40 churches from in and 
around Gangtok, a press 
release informs.  

CBGC treasurer, RD 
Rai presented the expen-
diture report for the year 
2016-17 and underlined 
transparency in CBGC ac-
count-keeping.

CBGC secretary, Milan 
Rai, highlighted the activ-
ities carried out by the 
committee from 2016 to 
2018.  

CBGC president, Rev-
erend Joseph Tamang, in 
his address, delved on 
the progress and hard-
ships faced by the com-
mittee and thanked the 
church leaders for their 

continuous and gener-
ous support towards 
the committee’s endeav-
ors to protect, conserve 
and beautify the burial 
grounds located at Bak-
thang and Chandmari.

After the reporting 
session, the old commit-
tee was dissolved.

Regarding the agen-
da of a new president’s 
nomination, the house 
suggested and proposed 
Mr Tamang to continue 
as the CBGC president 
and carry forward the 
ongoing works for anoth-
er term.

CBGC advisor, CP De-
wan, and the church lead-
ers voted in favor of the 
decision and re-elected 
Joseph Tamang as CBGC 
president for 2018-19.

With this, Rev Tamang 
has been elected as the 
committee president for 
the fourth time now. He 
is yet to nominate the 
rest of the committee 
members, the release 
informs.

CBGC re-elects Rev Joseph 
Tamang as committee 

prez for fourth time 

I , M  17 
(PTI): The Border Roads 
Organisation has extend-
ed road connectivity 
upto Taksing, along the 
India-China border, in 
Upper Subansiri district 
of Arunachal Pradesh, a 
BRO statement said.

The BRO completed 
the extension of the Tama 
Chung Chung-Taksing 
road beyond Lemiking on 
May 9, after nine years of 
“painstaking” work, the 
statement said.

The road now con-
nects a 80-kilometre 
stretch between Taksing 

circle along the interna-
tional border with Le-
miking.

Commander of 23 
Border Roads Task Force 
(BRTF) Col Tanish Kumar 
said in the statement that 
a BRO team recently drove 
from Lemiking to Taksing 
for spot veri ication.

Work on the road be-
gan in 2009 and contin-
ued despite challenges 
such as inhospitable ter-
rain, inclement weather 
conditions with inces-
sant precipitation for al-
most nine months a year, 
it said.

BRO extends road 
connectivity up to Taksing 

near China border

I , M  17 (PTI): Muri 
Linggi, a 40-year-old resident 
of Roing in Lower Dibang Valley 
district, has earned the distinc-
tion of becoming the third wom-
an from Arunachal Pradesh to 
scale Mount Everest, after Tine 
Mena and Anshu Jamsenpa.

Linggi, a mother of four girls, 
scaled the world’s highest peak 
at 8 am on May 14, an of icial re-
port of the district administra-
tion said.

Congratulating Linggi on 
her feat, Deputy Chief Minister 
Chowna Mein said she has made 
the state proud.

“Challenging steep heights 
of the mountain, harsh weath-
er conditions, strong winds, 
blinding blizzards and avalanch-
es, the 40-year-old lady from 
Lower Dibang Valley District, 
Smti Muri Linggi, mother of 4 
daughters, achieved the rare 
feet of successfully scaling Mt 
Everest on May 14 at 8.00am.... 
Your milestone has made the 
state proud. Best wishes to you,” 
Mein said in a Facebook post.

Linggi’s expedition was 
lagged off by Rajya Sabha MP 

Mukut Mithi at Roing on April 5.
During the lag-off ceremony, 

she said Mena, who also hailed 
from her district, inspired her to 

take up mountaineering as a ca-
reer in 2013.

The 40-year-old woman, 
who set out for Kathmandu two 
days after the ceremony, em-
barked on her expedition from 
Lukla on April 12, the report 
said.

Her attempts to move for-
ward, however, were foiled 
several times due to inclement 
weather.

After days of strenuous 

trekking, she inally scaled the 
world’s highest peak on May 14, 
the report added.

Linggi did her basic course 
in mountaineering from the Na-
tional Institute of Mountaineer-
ing and Allied Sports (NIMAS in 
West Kameng district in 2013. 
She was also a part of the wom-
en’s expedition team that scaled 
Peak Menthosa at Lahaul and 
Spiti in Himachal Pradesh.

After completing her ad-

vanced mountaineering course 
from Darjeeling in 2016, Linggi 
also climbed the Gorichen Peak 
in October 2017.

Her inspiration, Tine Mena, 
was the irst woman from the 
state to have summited Mount 
Everest in 2011.

Jamsenpa, on the other 
hand, set a world record in 
May last year when she con-
quered the peak twice in a 
span of five days.

Muri Linggi third woman from 
Arunachal to scale Mt Everest

WRITE US: Readers are invited to comment on, 
criticise, run down, even appreciate if they like 
something in this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ 
indecorous language and personal attacks, except 
when against people responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored. Letters 
which carry forward a conversation or initiate 
a dialogue will command immediate attention 
and receive prominence. Mail us at: letters@
summittimes.com
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Saving Minors
POCSO started a process, but saving

children will require more

Cases booked under the POCSO Act come with un-
nerving frequency in Sikkim. And before anyone 

jumps to the conclusion that this is a recent phenome-
non, take a pause and take stock - minors have always 
been at risk in the hands of sexual predators. Such vi-
olations had been occurring and with such distressing 
frequency that the country was eventually forced to 
draft a law to deal exclusively with such crimes - the 
Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act. Data 
on child sexual abuse also reveals that in most of the 
cases, 94.8% as per the Crime in India Report of 2015, 
the perpetrator is someone known to the child. Peo-
ple in this circle have not developed sexual deviance 
in recent years; there have always been predators in 
our mix. 

What has happened in recent times though is that 
the “circle” around children has changed. Where they 
used to earlier fall victim to relatives, it is now neigh-
bours and teachers. This change in the pro ile of who 
we surround our children with has probably made the 
decision to ile police complaints easier, because the 
vileness is not from within the family. This higher de-
gree of separation also perhaps makes it slightly easi-
er for children to report the violations since it is not an 
elder in the family they are pointing ingers at. 

Hopefully these speculations are inaccurate and 
the reason why more complaints are being iled now-
adays is instead because parents and families have be-
come more responsible and aware and there is a law 
in place to secure justice. That is however probably 
not the case, but let us hope for the sake of our chil-
dren that we are evolving towards it, because unless 
there is genuine empathy and awareness about how 
such cases need to be handled and pursued, the chil-
dren will not be ensured a safe childhood.

What is also noticeable is that while one reads of-
ten about cases being booked under POCSO Act and 
pedophiles being taken into custody, one does not 
hear often about them being convicted. Agreed, the 
POCSO Act itself is barely six years old, but it should 
have delivered much more by now given the fact that 
it was drafted to address a situation which was not 
getting enough attention and leaving too many minors 
scarred for life. National data on POCSO cases reveals 
that in as many as 85% of the cases, the victims turn 
hostile, retracting their allegations. This is obviously 
not because they were mistaken about the crime com-
mitted against them but because their families could 
not withstand the pressure to “compromise” and “set-
tle” the matter. Once the family collapses, the child can-
not stand up either. One needs to go back to all POCSO 
cases in Sikkim and verify how many cases have led to 
acquittals and what led to the cases being “lost”. Only 
in the rare cases will the investigators or prosecutors 
weaken such cases on their own, but would do so in a 
small State like Sikkim if the victim’s side settles the 
matter with the other side. This cannot be allowed to 
happen because then all institutions that a child would 
have trusted – the family, the police, the law and courts 
– would have failed them. 

Let no one be surprised if these children grow up 
to become antisocial. This is not a matter that can be 
taken lightly. Not only is the harm enormous, but even 
the scale is frighteningly large. A top Delhi police of i-
cial, while speaking at the launch of a new campaign 
– “It Takes Every Indian to End Child Sexual Abuse and 
exploitation”—claimed that 50 per cent of children in 
our country have suffered some form of sexual abuse. 
That is too much suffering without any healing.

WRITE US: Readers are 
invited to comment on, criti-
cise, run down, even appre-
ciate if they like something 
in this paper. Letters carry-
ing abusive/ indecorous lan-
guage and personal attacks, 
except when against people 
responsible in this newspa-
per (who are fair game), will 
have to be ignored. Letters 
which carry forward a con-
versation or initiate a dia-
logue will command imme-
diate attention and receive 
prominence.  Mail us at: let-
ters@summittimes.com

TONY WALKER
theconversation.com

As Palestinians counted the dead 
after another explosion of vio-

lence in a con lict that has consumed 
the Middle East for generations, the 
world is being obliged to take ac-
count of a new reality.

US indifference to force used by 
Israel to put down demonstrations 
on its border fence with Gaza – on top 
of the move of its embassy to Jerusa-
lem – means Washington has yielded 
a traditional honest broker role in an 
age-old con lict.

Whether that role can be restored 
is problematical, but not out of the 
question. In the Middle East geopol-
itics, nothing is set in stone.

While successive US administra-
tions have been largely supportive of 
Israel, this support has been condi-
tional on legitimate Israeli attempts 
to achieve an accord with a Palestin-
ian population dispossessed by Isra-
el’s war of independence in 1948.

That fundamental and condition-
al principle of US statecraft is now in 
question. No US administration going 
back to Harry Truman and Dwight 
Eisenhower has been as indulgent to-
wards the state of Israel as this latest 
administration.

President Donald Trump has de-
livered in spades what Israel and its 
US supporters have demanded. This 
includes a withdrawal from the Iran 
nuclear deal and now the relocation 
of the US embassy.

None of this will lessen Middle 
East tensions. To the contrary.

BACKSLIDING PEACE PROCESS
US backing for Israel in its various 
wars with the Arabs, including in 
1967 and 1973, has been extended 
on the basis that once the dust set-
tled, Israel would seek an accommo-
dation with its antagonists.

This became known as the “peace 
process”, an ephemeral concept that 
has come and gone depending on cir-
cumstances on the ground, and the 
willingness of the US to invest capital 
in that process.

That is what happened after the 
1973 Yom Kippur War when then-Sec-
retary of State Henry Kissinger bro-
kered a peace deal between Israel 
and its arch foe, Egypt.

Attempts since then to build on 
the Camp David Accords have moved 
forward in its and starts with limited 
success through moments of promise 
such as the 1993 handshake on the 
White House lawn between Palestin-

ian leader Yasser Arafat and Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin.

That process was cut down by 
an Israeli assassin’s bullet in 1995, 
when Rabin was executed during an 
election campaign rally. Rabin paid 
the price for his engagement in an 
attempt to reach an understanding 
with the Palestinians leading to a 
lasting peace.

The Oslo Accords between Israe-
li and Palestinian interlocutors that 
paved the way for the possibility of 
an “historic compromise” effectively 
died that day.

In the years since - now more than 
two decades - the so-called peace pro-
cess has shifted backwards even as 
Israel continued its settlement con-
struction in territory occupied in 1967, 
including parts of East Jerusalem.

What is unarguable is that the 
Jewish state under successive nation-
alist governments has embarked on 
a process of creeping annexation of 
territory under its control.

Likud governments led by Ben-
jamin Netanyahu have been, for the 
most part, resistant to making the 
sort of concessions to the Palestin-
ians that would enable real progress 
towards a peace settlement.

It’s also the case the Palestinians 
have been either unwilling – or un-
able – to engage constructively in a 
full-blown peace process, even if Isra-
el was well-motivated.

A decrepit Palestinian leadership 

well past its use-by date is hardly in 
a position to negotiate, even if Pales-
tinians were not split in half between 
the Islamist Hamas in control in Gaza 
and the Fatah mainstream in the 
West Bank.

The absence of presidential elec-
tions for more than a decade robs the 
traditional Palestinian leadership of 
legitimacy.

This is the reality. Israel has a 
leadership that is stealthily extend-
ing its grip on territories occupied in 
1967. This is now at the point where 
it will become even more dif icult to 
achieve territorial compromise under 
a so-called “land for peace” formula.

AMERICA’S SHIFTING ROLE
Writing for Foreign Affairs, Middle 
East analyst Steven Cooke makes 
good points in responding to the 
arguments of those supporting the 
move of the US embassy to Jerusalem 
as a potential game-changer in Mid-
dle East peace efforts.

“The president’s decision was 
devoid of any recognition of the Is-
raeli political context in which there 
is little, if any, interest in a two-state 
solution and he grossly miscalculated 
the likely Palestinian response. Both 
of these elements have conspired to 
make negotiations even less likely 
than before.”

Even if there was a hint of a genu-
ine peace initiative resuming, nothing 
will be achieved without a US honest 
broker in such a process.

“Absent serious talks or even 
a US policy to address issues like 
settlements, borders, refugees, 
and the humanitarian suffering in 
the Gaza Strip, the opening of the 
new embassy only legitimates – 
even rewards – Israel’s hardline 
approach to conflict. The logical 
conclusion of this approach is the 
annexation of territory that Pal-
estinians hoped would be part of 
their state.”

What will likely be disappointing 
to the Palestinian leadership is a rel-
atively muted international reaction 
to events in Gaza. Statements such 
as those from UN Secretary General 
Antonio Guterres condemning the vi-
olence have been pro forma.

Washington’s response was 
summed up by UN ambassador Nikki 
Haley, who criticised what she char-
acterised as the double standards ap-
plied by other nations to Israel. “Who 
among us would accept this type of 
activity on your border?” she asked, 
adding no country acted “with more 
restraint than Israel”.

It is dif icult to escape the conclu-
sion that the Trump administration 
has effectively written Israel and its 
nationalist leadership a blank cheque 
to deal with the Palestinians as they 
see it, including a continuing process 
of annexation.

[Adjunct Professor, 
School of Communications, 

La Trobe University]

US can no longer be counted on to
end Israel-Palestinian con lict

JENNELL VICK
theconversation.com

As a speech scientist, I never 
thought I’d see so much excite-

ment on social media about one tiny 
little word.

The clip, which went viral after 
being posted on Reddit, is polariz-
ing listeners who hear a computer 
voice say either “Laurel” or “Yanny.” 
@AlexWelke tweeted, “This is the 
kinda stuff that starts wars.” While 
I can’t prevent a war, I can explain 
some reasons why this sound ile has 
created such a controversy. Basically, 
the “word” relies on some tricks of 
acoustics. Your brain, and those of 
the millions of other Twitter viewers, 
is responsible for the rest.

Kudos to University of Minneso-
ta speech-language researcher and 
professor Ben Munson for 
his original analysis ex-
plaining how the acoustic 
ile can lead listeners to 

one of two conclusions. He 
used spectrographic anal-
ysis to demonstrate how 
the sound ile might create 
confusion.

The discrepancy in 
what people hear comes 
down to a few different 
possibilities, none of which 
sort it out for certain. 
Clearly, though, one cause 
of its trickiness is that the sound ile is synthesized, 
which is different than real speech. It’s akin to the 
synthetic lavors encountered in the candy world – 

think Jelly Belly Buttered Popcorn, the 
preference for which is as polarizing 
as this Yanny/Laurel thing.

Without a doubt, all this confusion 
is only possible because of the conso-
nants in “Yanny” and “Laurel.” The “y,” 
“n,” “l” and “r” sounds are really the 
chameleons of speech. The way one 
pronounces them morphs based on 
the sounds that come before and after 
them in a word. Because of this, it is 
the brain of the listener that decides 
their identity, based on context. In this 
case, the sound is missing a few ele-
ments and your brain automatically 

makes a judgment, called interpolation, similar to 
how you can so easily read partially erased text.

The fact that, for the life of me, I can only hear 

“Laurel” is because of a phenomenon 
called categorical perception. Origi-
nally described in 1957 and support-
ed by countless additional studies, 
the idea is that your brain naturally 
sorts things into categories.

For example, my husband and I 
can never agree on the color of our 
couch (de initely green, not black, by 
the way), because while there is eas-
ily a continuum between very dark 
green and black, the boundaries be-
tween them vary for everyone. While 
we could agree that our couch looks 
blackish green, there is no such com-
promise in the perception of speech. 
Without conscious effort, our brain 
decides what our ears are hearing. 
Black or green, not blackish green. 
Yanny or Laurel, not some blend.

Whatever your brain tells you 
about Yanny/Laurel, the whole 

controversy should help everyone understand 
why it’s so hard to have a conversation in a noisy 
restaurant or why people with hearing loss some-
times “mishear” what you have to say. Listening to 
speech feels like a basic skill, but understanding 
speech is really an amazing feat. People perceive 
messages using the information available, which is 
sometimes incomplete. Our brains also make pre-
dictions based on past experiences. Listening in a 
foreign language, even if you are a luent speaker, 
is challenging because your brain uses predictions 
based on both languages, but is unduly in luenced 
by your experiences with your native language.

This internet hullabaloo underscores the mar-
velous, effortless, constant work of the human brain.

[Assistant Professor of Communication 
Sciences, Case Western Reserve University]

Yanny or Laurel? It’s your brain 
not your ears that decides
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N  D , M  17 
(PTI): In his inal book, to 
be out in October, Stephen 
Hawking has covered im-
portant existential ques-
tions such as the creation 
of the universe, black 
holes, alien intelligence, 
and the existence of God 
to space colonisation and arti icial 
intelligence.

The Stephen Hawking Estate 
announced today that rights to 
the inal book by the world-fa-
mous theoretical physicist were 
sold to Nick Davies at John Mur-
ray (Hachette) for the UK and the 
Commonwealth including India; 
and to Bantam for North America.

“Brief Answers to the Big Ques-
tions” will be organised into four 
parts: Why Are We Here? Will We 
Survive? Will Technology Save 
Us or Destroy Us? How Can We 
Thrive?

The book was in discussion 
at the time of Hawking’s death in 
March, and his Estate decided to 
go forward with the project, which 
is a selection of his most profound, 
accessible, and timely re lections 
from his personal archive, the pub-
lishers said.

Daughter Lucy Hawking on 
behalf of the Estate said, “Com-
munication was so important to 
our father in his lifetime and we 
see this book as part of his lega-
cy, bringing together his thoughts, 
humour, theories and writing into 

one beautiful edition.
“We are very pleased to sup-

port ‘Brief Answers to the Big 
Questions’ and happy to have the 
opportunity to inalise a project 
our father loved.”

According to Hawking’s agent 
Robert Kirby, the idea for the 
book rose out of the thousands of 
requests Hawking received from 
people for answers to some big 
questions of our time.

“With his characteristic wit 
and brilliant mind, he began writ-
ing and collating his responses and 
I’m delighted his Estate has agreed 
to support publication of the last 
book he was working on before he 
died,” he said.

Nick Davies, managing director 
of John Murray Press said Hawking 
did more in his lifetime to deep-
en our understanding of gravity, 
space and time than anyone since 
Einstein.

Thomas Abraham, managing 
director of Hachette India said, 
“We are delighted that we will be 
publishing Hawking’s last work 
in India, particularly in the year 
of our two big anniversaries - our 
tenth year and John Murray’s 

250th year.”
Hawking, who is 

known for his work in 
cosmology and theoret-
ical physics, notably for 
Hawking radiation and 
his work on black holes, 
was the director of re-
search at the Centre for 

Theoretical Cosmology and Luca-
sian Professor of Mathematics at 
the University of Cambridge.

At the age of 20, he was diag-
nosed with Motor Neuron Disease, 
also known as ALS or Lou Gehrig’s 
disease) and was given two years 
to live. His abilities to move and 
communicate were increasingly 
limited, as he was con ined to a 
wheelchair and eventually forced 
to speak through a voice synthe-
siser.

When he died in March, at the 
age of 76, he was the longest living 
MND survivor. His battle with the 
disease was featured in the ilm 
“The Theory of Everything” for 
which actor Eddie Redmayne, who 
played Hawking, received 2015’s 
Best Actor Oscar.

Hawking was the author of “A 
Brief History of Time”, which has 
sold over 13 million copies world-
wide and shot back to the top of 
bestseller lists after his death, and 
many other books.

A percentage of the royalties of 
the new book will go to the Motor 
Neuron Disease Association and 
the Stephen Hawking Foundation.

Stephen Hawking’s ‘Brief Answers to the
Big Questions’ to be out in October

KALIMPONG RALLIES FOR PANCHEN LAMA
K , 17 M : The Tibetan community of Kalimpong today took out a candlelight march demanding the release of the 11th 
Panchen Lama who was abducted by Chinese authorities on 17 May, 1995 just three days after he was recognised as an reincarnate 
by His Holiness Dalai Lama. His whereabouts remain unknown to this day.

K , M  17 (PTI): The ruling 
Trinamool Congress today surged 
ahead by registering victory in over 
2,400 gram panchayat seats, according 
to the results available till 12 noon, SEC 
of icials said.

The BJP and the CPI(M) won 386 
and 94 gram panchayat seats respec-
tively, the State Election Commission 
of icials said.

According to the SEC, the TMC has 
won 2,467 gram panchayat seats and is 
leading in 2,683 seats.

The BJP has won 386 seats and is 
leading in 231 seats while the CPI(M) 
won 94 seats and is leading in 163 
seats, the of icials said.

The Congress won 33 seats and is 
leading in 55 seats.

Independent candidates have 
emerged winners in 158 seats and are 

leading in 163 seats.
As per latest trends available for 

panchayat samiti seats, the TMC has 
won 14 seats and leading in 24 seats.

The other parties are yet to open 
their account in panchayat samiti seats.

The TMC was leading in 24 zilla par-
ishad seats.

The panchayat elections were held 
for 621 zilla parishads, 6,123 pancha-
yat samitis and 31,802 gram pancha-
yats in West Bengal on May 14.

The counting of votes began at 8 am 
amid tight security, the State Election 
Commission of icials said.

Of the 48,650 seats in 3,358 gram 
panchayats, 16,814 were uncontested 
and of the 9,217 seats in 341 panchayat 
samitis, 3,059 were uncontested. In the 
20 zilla parishads, 203 of the 825 seats 
were uncontested, the sources said. 

TMC wins 2,467 gram 
panchayat seats

A , M  17 
(PTI): A day after Tripu-
ra Chief Minister Biplab 
Kumar Deb warned co-
alition partner IPFT of 
stern action for holding 
agitations over the ap-
pointment of chairmen 
to the Block Advisory 
Committees (BACs), the 
IPFT yesterday demand-
ed that these appoint-
ments be stopped forth-
with.

The Indigenous Peo-
ple’s Front of Tripura 
(IPFT) is a partner of 
the BJP in the coalition 
government in Tripura 
that came to power in 
March after putting an 
end to the 25-year rule 
of the Left Front in the 
north-eastern state.

“They (IPFT) were 
cautioned many times 
against causing such 
public sufferings, but 
they are not listening. If 
they continue to cause 
public sufferings, nobody 
will be spared,” Deb, who 
is also the home minister 
of the state, told report-
ers here.

IPFT chief N C Deb-
barma, who is also the 
state Revenue minister, 
said in a news conference, 
that the state panchayat 
department had in a no-
ti ication on May 11 last 
announced the names of 
27 chairmen of BAC, but 
they should not be ap-
pointed and the state gov-
ernment should postpone 
the appointments.

We want that the 
state government should 
formulate a concrete pol-
icy regarding nomination 
of the BAC chairmen and 
there should be provi-
sion for representation 
of women. To table a bill 
in state assembly in this 
regard is necessary. And 
if it is time-consuming, 
an ordinance could be 

passed by the concur-
rence of the governor. If it 
is done, the rift between 
the two constituents 
could be averted,” Deb-
barma told reporters.

The disagreements 
between BJP and the 
IPFT, a tribal party, over 
the nomination of the 
BAC chairmen came to 
fore when the latter re-
sorted to agitations in 
various parts of the state.

Sources in the IPFT 
said their grievance was 
that they could not get 
the BAC chairperson 
of their choice at many 
places. The BACs monitor 
the implementation of 
developmental schemes 
of the government at the 
grassroots level.

A ive-member 
state-level coordination 
committee of the BJP 
and the IPFT, which was 
formed last week to en-
sure better coordination 
within the government, 
had recently released a 
list of 27 BAC chairmen.

The list has become 
a bone of contention be-
tween the ruling allies 
as disagreements over it 
have been reported from 
various districts.The BJP 
had secured 35 seats, 
while the IPFT had bagged 
eight seats in the March 
election for the 60-mem-
ber Tripura Assembly.

Assistant Inspector 
General of Police (Law 
and Order) Smriti Ranjan 
Das said IPFT activists 
blocked National High-
way 8 at Shakbari and 
Sachirambari in South 
Tripura district for about 
two hours on 15 May.

However, the police 
managed to get them to 
withdraw the blockade 
following long persua-
sions and there was no 
untoward incident, he 
told PTI.

Tripura ruling
allies continue to bicker 

over appointment 
of BAC chairmen

S , M  17 
(PTI): Singapore has 
partnered with the Ma-
harashtra government to 
undertake massive urban 
infrastructure develop-
ments in the Pune Metro-
politan Region.

Singapore’s Minis-
ter-in-charge of Trade 
Relations S Iswaran and 
Maharashtra’s Chief Min-
ister Devendra Fadnavis, 
chairing the inaugural Ma-
harashtra-Singapore Joint 
Committee meeting yes-
terday in Mumbai, signed 
a framework agreement 
to facilitate Singapore in-
vestments into the state.

They agreed to jointly 
work on the masterplan 
and airport for Pune, which 
is Maharashtra’s fast-grow-
ing IT and manufacturing 
hub, said the Ministry of 
Trade and Industry in a 
statement yesterday. They 
also agreed to look at col-
laboration opportunities 
in Maharashtra’s aviation, 
urban infrastructure and 

port and logistics sectors.
The ministers also wit-

nessed the signing of an 
MoU between Enterprise 
Singapore and Pune Met-
ropolitan Region Develop-
ment Authority (PMRDA) 
to collaborate on the plan-
ning and development of 
the Pune Metropolitan Re-
gion (PMR).

PMRDA also presented 
a Letter of Award to Singa-
pore’s Surbana Jurong as its 
appointed master planner. 
The Maharashtra Airport 
Development Corporation 
(MADC) also presented a 
Letter of Award to Changi 
Airports International (CAI) 
for advisory services for the 
proposed new Pune Airport.

Enterprise Singapore, 
a state agency promoting 
investments, will work 
with PMRDA to identify 
key developments in the 
region and facilitate the 
participation of Singapore 
companies in urban infra-
structure, transport and lo-
gistics, and manufacturing.

Singapore to draw up
development plan for Pune

Metropolitan Region

Domestic air 
passenger 
volume 
surges 26% 
in Apr to 
11.51m
M , M  17 (PTI): 
Domestic air passenger 
volume surged 26 per 
cent in April to 11.51 mil-
lion over the year-ago pe-
riod driven by the tour-
ists season, which began 
from the previous month, 
according to DGCA data 
released today.

Indian carriers to-
gether lew 11.51 million 
passengers in April this 
year as against 91.34 mil-
lion in the same month 
last year, thereby logging 
a 24.1 per cent growth, 
Directorate General of 
Civil Aviation (DGCA) 
data showed.

The Guru-
gram-based IndiGo 
remained the market 
leader, having flown 
more than four out of 
every 10 passengers as 
it carried 4.58 million 
passengers during the 
month while rival Spice-
Jet continued to see the 
highest seat occupancy 
across its aircraft mar-
ket at 95.5 per cent.

The passenger load 
factor in April has shown 
increasing trend com-
pared to the previous 
month primarily due to 
beginning of tourist sea-
son, the DGCA said.

Besides flying the 
maximum number of 
passengers, IndiGo also 
recorded the highest 
on time performance 
(OTP) with 86.6 per 
cent of its flights arriv-
ing and departing as per 
schedule from four met-
ro airports, Mumbai, 
Delhi, Hyderabad and 
Bengaluru.

It was followed by 
SpiceJet and GoAir (86.1 
per cent each), Jet Air-
ways along with its sub-
sidiary JetLite (82.9 per 
cent) and Vistara (78.4 
per cent). This was Jet 
Airways best OTP in 
several months as it was 
hovering in the range of 
50-60 per cent only.
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Sport&Specials

D  C  (K ), 
M  17 (PTI): Defending 
champions India breezed 
into the summit clash 
of the women’s Asian 
Champions Trophy after 
edging past Malaysia 3-2 
on Thursday, their third 
consecutive victory here.

India, who beat Japan 
4-1 and China 3-1 in their 
previous matches, qual-
i ied for the inal with a 
match in hand in their 
pool.

They are sitting 
atop the table with nine 
points and will next take 
on hosts Korea in their i-
nal pool match on Satur-
day before Sunday’s inal.

Gurjit Kaur (17’), 
Vandana Katariya (33’) 
and Lalremsiami (40’) 
sounded the board for In-
dian while Nuraini Rashid 
(36’) and Hanis Onn (48’) 
scored for Malaysia.

“We could have made 
better use of our chances 
to score today. Though 

we are happy with the 
win, we are not very 
happy about how we 
played. We will go back 
to the team hotel and 
discuss about the mis-
takes we made and how 
to improve ahead of the 
next match against Ko-

rea,” stated team skip-
per Sunita said after the 
match.

The irst quarter saw 
both teams trade penalty 
corners with India open-
ing the account in the 
very irst minute of the 
match which put Malay-

sia on a back-foot.
However, good PC 

defending saw Malaysia 
steer clear of an early 
goal by drag- licker Gur-
jit. Malaysia’s attempt to 
score off a PC too was 
thwarted by the Indian 
defenders.

India, who had beat-
en Malaysia 6-0 in the 
warm-up match ahead 
of the tournament, made 
their irst breakthrough 
when PC specialist Gur-
jit improvised on Lilima 
Minz injection to strike 
the ball past Malaysian 

goalkeeper.
She kept her lick low 

to ind the bottom right 
corner of the goal fetch-
ing India a 1-0 lead in the 
17th minute.

India though did not 
look at their attacking 
best with Malaysia often 
denting their chances in 
the circle and kept the 
pressure on India. Their 
goalkeeper also came up 
with impressive saves to 
keep India from scoring 
from PCs.

However, the 
ten-minute half-time 
break helped India come 
back with fresh varia-
tions to score. High press 
worked as India scored 
off a counter attack when 
a quick-thinking Van-
dana dispossessed Ma-
laysian attacker inside 
India’s striking circle to 
score in the 33rd minute.

Soon after, India con-
ceded a penalty stroke 
when defender Deep 

Grace caused an infringe-
ment while attempting 
to stop Malaysian attack-
er from taking a shot on 
goal. Nuraini broke no 
sweat in converting the 
penalty stroke.

The following min-
utes saw India win as 
many as three PCs but 
could not make much of 
it. Meanwhile, a brilliant 
long pass by skipper 
Sunita Lakra to the strik-
ing circle was de lected 
into the goal by young 
forward Lalremsiami 
from the top of the circle, 
displaying a perfect one-
touch hockey.

The goal took India’s 
lead to 3-1 in the 40th 
minute.

The inal quarter saw 
Malaysia make amends 
to missed chances as 
they vied for late goals. 
Though Hanis did well to 
score Malaysia’s second 
goal, they could not get 
an equaliser. 

Indian women hockey team in final of Asian Champions Trophy

N  D , M  17 (PTI): In a 
country where PDA continues to 
be taboo, Sanjay Mishra says his 
upcoming ilm “Angrezi Mein Ke-
hte Hain” is an endearing effort to 
make showing love to one another, 
especially for the older couples, 
more acceptable.

The veteran actor says people 
have a skewed notion about the 
idea of love and romance and how 
it belongs only to youth.

“Romance is not just for a boy 
and a girl, the romance which 
takes place around the trees and 
lowers... Some people have a 

romance with food, so different 
things for different people. That’s 
how even Mira and Khusro came 

to be. We have very limited notion 
of romance. We have made it like 
that.

“Love is beyond all this. It is age-
less. You see an older couple sitting 

in a cafe sharing coffee and you know 
that’s love when they look at you with 
those eyes. That’s romance,” Mishra 
told PTI in an interview.

Directed by Harish Vyas, the 

Banaras-set ilm is a story of a cou-
ple, played by Mishra and Ekavali 
Khanna - married for over 30 years. 
They try to ind love and spark back 
in their lives with the help of the 
younger generation - Anshuman 
Jha and Shivani Raghuvanshi.

Pankaj Tripathi also stars in 
the ilm.

Asked why love stories focus 
on youth, the actor says it is a 
question that needs to be asked.

“Does it mean that after 20 life 
is over? That all good things will 
happen below the age of 30? After 
that you’re done?

“Maybe someone wakes up 
late. They would want to achieve 
something at the age of 60. Will you 

discourage them? How much of a 
struggle would that be? To estab-
lish oneself in one’s own society?”

The actor says language may 
have been created for the humans 
to express themselves but people 
have learnt “more cusswords” 
than saying ‘those three lovely 
words’.

In the ilm, Mishra plays Yash-
want Batra, a conservative middle 
class man who tries reigniting his 
relationship with his wife Kiran, 
whom he realises he has taken for 
granted for a long time.

“We need to add a little lan-
guage in our daily lives to acknowl-
edge these gestures, we have 
learnt so many cusswords, this is 

also possible. Why does ‘I love you’ 
has to have such a short shelf life?

“Language is necessary. We ex-
press through it. The language of 
love has become silent. The world 
would have been different had it 
been the other way,” the actor says.

Mishra says it is unfortunate 
that the societal norms do not even 
let people freely express them-
selves to their mother.

“We don’t even feel the need to 
say it to mothers. This attitude that 
has been given to us by the society. 
For that language to emerge, we need 
to be in touch with ourselves. Then 
profess love to the other person.”

“But you should not say ‘I love 
you’ to everyone,” he quips.

Romance not just for young boys and girls: Sanjay Mishra

New Delhi, May 17 (PTI): 
A formidable Chennai Super 
Kings will be aiming to tie up 
loose ends ahead of the play-
offs when they take on a listless 
Delhi Daredevils in a rare dead 
rubber of the Indian Premier 
League here tomorrow.

With CSK comfortably qual-
ifying for the play-offs, the Ma-
hendra Singh Dhoni-led squad 
is eyeing the top spot on the 
points table alongside Sunrisers 
Hyderabad, whom they defeated 
comprehensively in their previ-
ous game. 

The consistency CSK have 
shown in the tournament after 
missing out in the previous two 
seasons is commendable and it 
seems they were never out of ac-
tion. They have been solid even 
against the mighty Sunrisers, who 
arguably have the best bowling 
attack in the tournament.

Also, CSK adjusted well in 
Pune, their forced home ground 
after games were moved out of 
Chennai due to the Cauvery wa-
ter dispute between Tamil Nadu 
and Karnataka.

Their opening combination 
of Ambati Rayudu and Shane 
Watson has worked brilliantly 
while chasing big totals as well as 
setting them. Rayudu, with 535 
runs at 48.63 average, has been 
their standout player which was 
acknowledged by Dhoni after the 
opener smashed an unbeaten 
100 against Sunrisers.

Be it opening the batting or 
in the middle order, Rayudu has 

delivered for the team. 
“Even before IPL started I 

had to make space for Rayudu, 
because he is somebody I rate 
very highly. He can play both the 
fast bowlers and spinners very 
well. Most teams look to exploit 
the opener with spin bowling. 
He is someone who does not 
look like a big hitter but almost 
clears the ield every time he 
plays the big shot,” said Dhoni 
after the game against Sunrisers.

Dhoni himself has turned 
back the clock with his clean 
hitting, helping him amass 413 
runs at 103.25. Watson too has 
been exceptional with 424 runs 
at 35.33.

The bowling has not stood 
out individually but has done 
the job as a unit. Shardul Thak-

ur has been their leading wick-
et-taker with 11 scalps, followed 
by Dwayne Bravo, who has 
picked up nine. The experienced 
spin duo of Harbhajan Singh and 
Ravindra Jadeja have been effec-
tive at keeping things tight.

CSK will get to ine tune their 
game against Daredevils, a team 
which has been below par yet 
again. Getting the legendary 
Ricky Ponting on board as coach 
and a change in captaincy in the 
middle of the tournament too 
has not helped the struggling 
side.

They have had the much 
needed break of ive days and 
will be fresh going into tomor-
row’s game. They are playing for 
pride and would like to be on the 
winning side in their remaining 

two games.
The management handed 

out IPL debuts to Sandeep Lam-
ichhane, Abhishek Sharma and 
Junior Dala in the previous game 
against RCB. 

Nepal spinner Lamichhane 
impressed and even opened the 
bowling. India U-19 star Sharma 
too took most by surprise with 
his big hitting, hammering an 
unbeaten 46 off 19 balls. South 
African pacer Dala though dis-
appointed as he went wicket-
less in three overs conceding 34 
runs.

The trio is expected to get 
another opportunity to prove 
their worth and it will not be 
surprising if a couple of other 
players on the sidelines get a 
look in.

Consistent CSK seek further improvement
in dead rubber against Daredevils

Sony
acquires 
rights for 
Jhulan 
Goswami 
biopic
M , M  17 (PTI): 
Sony Pictures Interna-
tional Productions, India 
has bought the rights for 
cricketer Jhulan Goswa-
mi’s biopic.

The studio will de-
velop and produce the 
ilm in partnership with 

Dunamis Entertainment, 
a press release said.

The ilm will explore 
the inner and outer 
world of Goswami - the 
story of a little girl from 
Nadia in West Bengal 
who went on to become 
the highest wicket taker 
in international women’s 
cricket.

An inspiring story 
of the all-rounder and 
former skipper of the 
national team, the mov-
ie will highlight vari-
ous spheres of her life 
- riddled with extreme 
hardships and massive 
achievements.

After “102 Not Out” 
and “Padman”, the biopic 
is Sony Pictures India’s 
latest project.

L  A , M  17 
(AFP): Five-time Olym-
pic swimming champion 
Katie Ledecky smashed 
her own 1,500m free-
style world record by ive 
seconds in her irst race 
as a professional.

The 21-year-old 
American star touched 
the wall in 15min 
20.48sec at the Pro Swim 
event in Indianapolis, 
obliterating her previ-
ous best of 15:25.48 set 
at the World Champion-
ships in Kazan in 2015.

“I was pretty sur-
prised when I saw the 
‘20,’” Ledecky said with 
a little laugh, adding that 
she thought as the swim 
unfolded that she would 
be somewhere under 
15:30, maybe.

“When I saw the 
15:20 I was pretty 
shocked,” she said.

This week’s meet in 
Indianapolis is Ledecky’s 
irst since turning pro-

fessional following the 
NCAA collegiate champi-
onships in March.

“My irst pro swim 
-- that’s one I’ll never for-
get,” said Ledecky, who 
added that so far she 
hadn’t felt any different 
in her irst meet as a pro-
fessional.

Ledecky won gold 
in the 800m at the 2012 
Olympics and followed it 
up with four golds and a 
silver at the Rio Olympics 

two years ago.
The 1,500m free 

will be introduced as an 
Olympic event for wom-
en at the 2020 Olympics 
in Tokyo.

Ledecky was under 
world-record pace for 
much of Wednesday’s 
race and touched 49 sec-
onds clear of the nearest 
inisher in her heat.

She now owns the 
eight fastest times in his-
tory in the event dating to 
2013 and has 14 career 
world-record swims.

“It’s a feeling that 
never gets old,” said Le-
decky, who hadn’t set a 
world record since the 
Rio Games.

“I knew I was going 
to have a good swim,” Le-
decky said. “I’ve just been 
training really, really well, 
doing some things that I 
haven’t done before.

“I didn’t know if the 
good training that I’ve put 
in these past six weeks 
was going to translate 
immediately here or if it 
was going to be down the 
road. I got into the race 
and felt good and just 
tried to hold steady the 
whole way.”

Ledecky will have 
plenty more chances to 
impress in Indianapolis, 
where she is also en-
tered in the 100m, 200m, 
400m and 800m free-
style and the 200m and 
400m individual medley.

Ledecky smashes own 
1,500m record in pro debut

Dalrymple’s 
next a book of 
photographs
N  D , M  17 
(PTI): Historian-author 
William Dalrymple will 
come out with a book 
of photographs in June 
which will have images of 
the places where history 
and art were being made 
in the 18th and early 19th 
centuries.

“The Historian’s Eye” 
has a foreword by ace 
photographer Raghu Rai 
who says that Dalrym-
ple is “treating us now, 
not only to his wonderful 
words as a historian but 
his sensitive eye as a pho-
tographer too!”

As part of his research 
for an upcoming book, 
Dalrymple had been trav-
elling to all the places 
where history took place 
-- the battle ields and 
ruins, the mosques, Su i 
shrines and temples, the 
paradise gardens and 
pleasure grounds, the 
barrack blocks and town-
houses, the crumbling Mu-
ghal havelis and the palac-
es and forts.

In the process, he also 
explored the art and cul-
ture of the period, whether 
it was researching ittar -- 
an essential part of the rit-
uals of eighteenth-century 
court life -- in Lucknow 
and Kannauj; or going up 
to Kashmir, the Punjab 
hills and the lower Hima-
layan valleys of Chamba, 
Guler and Kangra, to see 
where, arguably, the most 
beautiful of all Indian min-
iatures were painted.
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SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES
DERBY MEET THURSDAY

Draw No:17 DrawDate on:17/05/18
1st Prize Rs.11 Lakhs/- 98A 6504
2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
0625 4992 5196 7750 9938
3rd Prize Rs.3,000/-
1540 3762 4842 5025 5363 5576 6532 7123 7782 9061
4th Prize Rs.1000/-
2618 3380 5486 5555 5741 5895 6920 7980 8149 9616
5th Prize Rs.500/-
1510 1596 2773 5621 5756 6255 7305 7815 9793 9977
6th Prize Rs.100/-
0005 0015 0040 0058 0075 0096 0163 0166 0168 0179
0193 0207 0224 0245 0265 0323 0337 0344 0392 0413
0417 0430 0440 0447 0459 0462 0463 0470 0495 0503
0505 0507 0536 0562 0590 0627 0643 0669 0682 0761
0767 0770 0773 0777 0791 0819 0865 0881 0884 0905
0910 0952 0992 1003 1011 1023 1041 1042 1066 1121
1169 1266 1278 1331 1360 1381 1434 1450 1494 1516
1559 1585 1611 1612 1627 1655 1672 1693 1697 1702
1745 1785 1786 1790 1795 1820 1831 1864 1898 1915
1962 1967 1993 2013 2059 2091 2094 2110 2118 2156
2165 2169 2170 2219 2232 2240 2245 2278 2323 2336
2347 2354 2403 2417 2461 2487 2517 2549 2550 2580
2612 2635 2680 2683 2709 2711 2714 2719 2725 2726
2742 2764 2805 2815 2846 2854 2869 2882 2897 2904
2906 2930 2939 2976 2978 3007 3010 3011 3020 3043
3100 3113 3125 3133 3197 3257 3261 3263 3301 3305
3325 3342 3353 3362 3374 3383 3424 3453 3463 3471
3482 3494 3503 3509 3512 3524 3526 3530 3531 3576
3588 3593 3599 3605 3642 3699 3711 3725 3735 3742
3756 3776 3825 3832 3976 3979 3987 3994 4061 4069
4088 4100 4109 4122 4158 4177 4185 4191 4195 4219
4286 4306 4312 4326 4377 4412 4414 4422 4440 4458
4489 4494 4525 4589 4609 4615 4635 4664 4710 4754
4777 4804 4828 4857 4865 4869 4879 4887 4913 4916
4924 4936 5005 5010 5011 5012 5036 5052 5056 5057
5068 5086 5095 5106 5111 5153 5158 5222 5250 5268
5269 5271 5350 5351 5380 5407 5434 5437 5442 5463
5467 5475 5481 5518 5530 5542 5545 5572 5588 5645
5654 5657 5676 5745 5779 5827 5828 5833 5840 5890
5929 5938 5939 5943 5985 5994 5998 6014 6018 6050
6068 6074 6089 6119 6126 6132 6140 6174 6180 6195
6202 6223 6243 6252 6262 6330 6335 6342 6346 6357
6362 6510 6524 6528 6556 6569 6587 6588 6594 6595
6600 6611 6628 6645 6652 6680 6721 6724 6761 6787
6823 6864 6887 6939 6943 6948 6956 6957 6964 6994
7002 7012 7016 7017 7018 7082 7158 7161 7163 7189
7288 7372 7379 7382 7412 7423 7443 7457 7476 7488
7493 7507 7538 7543 7545 7559 7563 7574 7582 7588
7603 7619 7673 7697 7728 7746 7753 7768 7769 7774
7799 7801 7814 7843 7848 7903 7921 7923 7931 7944
7957 7978 8007 8091 8106 8131 8136 8158 8172 8195
8207 8231 8240 8287 8329 8359 8371 8388 8399 8402
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Donald Trump has thrown fresh doubt over a planned US summit with North Korea next month, saying “we’ll have to see”. The US Presi-
dent’s comments came after North Korea threatened to pull out of the irst ever summit with the US, planned for 12 June in Singapore. 

The North said it has no interest in a summit based on “one-sided” demands to give up its nuclear weapons. Mr Trump said whatever hap-
pens, he will still insist on the denuclearisation of North Korea. Speaking at the White House at a meeting with the president of Uzbekistan, 
he said the US has not “heard anything” about threats to cancel the summit. “We haven’t been noti ied at all,” Mr Trump said. “We haven’t seen 
anything. We haven’t heard anything. “We will see what happens.”

LALIT K JHA
WASHINGTON, MAY 17 PTI : Pres-
ident Donald Trump today described 
as “animals” some illegal immigrants 
as he slammed the US’ “dumbest” 
immigration laws and asserted that 
people based on merit should only 
enter America.

Venting out his frustration at of-
icials in both Mexico and California, 

Trump vowed to strengthen the US’ 
“weak” immigration laws.

“We have people coming into the 
country, or trying to come in - and 
we’re stopping a lot of them - but 
we’re taking people out of the coun-
try. You wouldn’t believe how bad 
these people are. These aren’t peo-
ple. These are animals,” Trump said 
during a California Sanctuary State 
Roundtable at the White House.

“We are taking them out of the 
country at a level and at a rate that’s 
never happened before. And because 
of the weak laws, they come in fast, 
we get them, we release them, we get 
them again, we bring them out. It’s 
crazy,” he said.

Trump blamed the in lux of il-
legal immigrants in the US on the 
country’s “dumbest laws”.

He has called on Congress re-
peatedly in recent months to enact 
stricter laws to limit the number of 
immigrants who come across the 
US-Mexico border. 

“The dumbest laws - as I said be-
fore, the dumbest laws on immigra-
tion in the world. So we’re going to 
take care of it, Margaret. We’ll get it 
done,” he said during the roundta-
ble which was attended by political 

leaders and law enforcement of i-
cials from California.

Trump said California’s law 
forced the release of illegal immi-
grant criminals, drug dealers, gang 
members and violent predators into 
the communities.

“California’s law provides safe 
harbour to some of the most vicious 
and violent offenders on Earth, like 
MS-13 gang members putting inno-
cent men, women, and children at 
the mercy of these sadistic criminals.

“But we’re moving them out of 
this country by the thousands. MS-
13, we’re grabbing them by the thou-
sands and we’re getting them out,” 
he said. Trump said he wanted peo-
ple to come into the US legally and 
on merit basis.

“Part of the problem that we have 

is our economy is so strong that peo-
ple are pouring up to get into our 
economy. They want a piece of our 
economy. And that makes the job 
even tougher,” he said.

“But we want people based on 
merit. We want people to come into 
our country based on merit. We’re 
not looking to keep them out. We’re 
looking to bring them in. We need 
them,” Trump said.

“We have companies moving 
back into the United States like nev-
er before. Chrysler is opening up 
now in Michigan. We have so many 
companies actually coming from 
Mexico, even, and coming back in. So 
we want people coming in based on 
merit,” he said.

Last month, Trump signed an ex-
ecutive order directing the deploy-

ment of military along the US-Mex-
ico border to ight illegal immigra-
tion, asserting that the situation had 
reached “a point of crisis”.

The announcement had come a 
day after Trump said he intended 
to deploy the National Guard to the 
US-Mexico border until his admin-
istration was able to deliver on his 
campaign promise to build a wall to 
bolster security.

According to the White House, 
more than a thousand people a day 
and more than 300,000 a year vi-
olate “our sovereignty” by illegally 
crossing the border.

Trump has made securing the 
southern border a focal point of his 
presidency, with plans to beef up 
border security and create a wall as 
key components.

Trump calls some illegal immigrants as “animals”

W , M  17 (PTI): The US 
today accused India of not adhering to 
any protocols on international parental 
child abduction, claiming that 90 per 
cent of requests for the return of ab-
ducted children remained “unresolved” 
for over a year.

International parental child ab-
duction (IPCA) generally refers to the 
“wrongful removal” or “wrongful reten-
tion” to another country of a child by 
the child’s parent or guardian.

The State Department in its latest 
Annual Report on IPCA described India 
as a “non-compliant country”, a tag the 
country carries since 2014 when the 
irst report came out.

“India does not adhere to any pro-
tocols with respect to international pa-
rental child abduction. In 2017, India 
demonstrated a pattern of non-compli-
ance. Speci ically, the competent author-
ities in India persistently failed to work 
with the Department of State to resolve 
abduction cases,” the report said.

“As a result of this failure, 90 per 
cent of requests for the return of ab-
ducted children remained unresolved 
for more than 12 months. On average, 
these cases were unresolved for one 
year and ten months,” it said.

The 2017 annual report cites coun-
tries such as Argentina, Brazil, China, 
Japan, Jordan, Morocco, Peru, United 
Arab Emirates, Columbia, Egypt, Pana-

ma, Poland, Saudi Arabia, Spain, Tunisia 
and Ukraine.

“I am personally committed to 
pressing these countries to take more 
effective measures to resolve cases of 
IPCA on behalf of children and families 
around the world,” Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo said in a forward to the 
report.

As a Party to the Hague Convention 
of 25 October 1980 on the Civil Aspects 
of International Child Abduction (Con-
vention), the US believes that the courts 
in a child’s place of habitual residence 
should resolve matters of custody, 
and that abducted children should be 
promptly returned to their country of 
habitual residence, Pompeo said.

“In 2017, the competent authori-

ties in India demonstrated a pattern of 
non-compliance by regularly declining 
to work with the Department of State 
toward the resolution of pending ab-
duction cases. Moreover, the competent 
authorities have failed to resolve cases,” 
the State Department said.

It said the Indian government failed 
to take “concrete” steps to resolve 
pending cases despite repeatedly meet-
ing with US of icials to discuss abduc-
tion cases.

In 2017, the State Department re-
ported 104 cases of abduction of US 
children in India. This includes 20 new 
cases and 84 from the previous years.

Notably, almost all such cases are 
results of marital disputes in which one 
of the parents lives in India with their 

children and mostly obtains court order 
to take custody of their kids. The other 
parent, an American citizen approach-
es the US court and seeks governmental 
intervention to obtain custody of their 
children. In American legal parlance, 
of icials describe this as “abduction of 
US children”.

In 2017, the State Department re-
ceived 11 initial inquiries from parents 
regarding possible abductions to India 
in which no additional assistance was 
requested or necessary documentation 
was not received as of December 31, 
2017, the report said.

According to the State Department, 
in 2017, seven abduction cases were re-
solved through voluntary means.

Without the Hague Abduction Con-
vention or any other protocols intend-
ed to resolve abduction cases, parents 
generally must pursue custody of ab-
ducted children in Indian courts.

“Judicial action in custody cases in 
India has been slow, and Indian courts 
tend to default to granting custody to 
the taking parent. The lack of clear legal 
procedures for addressing internation-
al parental child abduction cases under 
Indian law makes it dif icult for India to 
resolve these cases,” it said.

The State Department said it will con-
tinue to encourage India to accede to the 
Convention and expand public diplomacy 
activities related to the Convention.

US accuses India of non-adherence to 
parental child abduction protocols

Swaraj to join 
125th anniv 
commemoration 
of Mahatma 
Gandhi’s eviction 
from train
J , M  17 (PTI): Exter-
nal Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj will 

next month lead in commemorating the 
125th anniversary of Mahatma Gand-
hi’s eviction from a train’s “whites-on-
ly” compartment, which inspired him 
to launch the Satyagraha movement 
against the British in South Africa and 
in India.

On the night of June 7, 1893, Mo-
handas Karamchand Gandhi, a young 
lawyer, was thrown off the train’s irst 
class compartment at Pietermaritzburg 
station for refusing to give up his seat.

The incident led him to develop his 
Satyagraha principles of peaceful re-
sistance and mobilise people in South 
Africa and in India against the discrimi-

natory rules of the British.
The two-day commemoration will 

commence with a dinner and address 
by Swaraj and other dignitaries to 
about 500 guests on June 6, Indian High 
Commissioner to South Africa, Ruchira 
Kamboj, said.

The following day about 300 digni-
taries, including leading South African 
politicians, will join Swaraj in a sym-
bolic train ride from Pentrich station to 
Pietermaritzburg station.

For the event, train coaches and 
engine will be draped with khadi, a 
hand-woven fabric synonymous with 
Mahatma Gandhi, she said.

Making an announcement about the 
event in Pietermaritzburg yesterday, 
Kamboj said khadi, which became the 
symbol of resistance by Gandhi against 
the British rule, would be specially im-
ported from India for the occasion.

“125 years ago Mahatma Gand-
hi who was as much South African as 
he was Indian, was removed from a 
irst-class rail compartment and from 

there began a new journey that was to 
transform India and indeed the entire 
world,” Kamboj said, reminding the in-
luence Gandhi had on other great lead-

ers like Nelson Mandela and Martin Lu-
ther King.

UK peers 
serve up 
another 
Brexit defeat 
for PM
L , M  16 (AFP): 
Britain’s House of Lords 
in licted another legislative 
defeat on the government 
over Brexit today, the latest 
in a string of setbacks in 
parliament for Prime Min-
ister Theresa May.

Peers voted to back 
maintaining EU environ-
mental principles and 
standards by a majority 
of 50, as they wrapped 
up weeks of debates over 
the EU (Withdrawal) 
Bill, which sets the legal 
framework for Brexit.

It was the 15th defeat 
for May on the lagship 
legislation in the upper 
chamber, after lawmakers 
approved various amend-
ments her government 
opposed. The bill will 
now go back to the House 
of Commons, which could 
reject the various ap-
proved amendments.

Pro-Brexit peers were 
angered by the latest de-
feat, accusing their col-
leagues of trying to wreck 
the legislation.Conserva-
tive lawmaker Michael 
Lord said their scrutiny 
had showed the unelect-
ed chamber “at its worst”.

But other peers said 
they had simply done 
their job of scrutinising 
and revising legislation.

The withdrawal bill 
is crucial to Britain’s de-
parture from the Europe-
an Union, providing for 
the repeal of the 1972 act 
that made the country a 
member and transferring 
four decades of its regu-
lations onto the British 
statute books.
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EtCETERA

Actress and model Dakota Fanning fl aunts her 
silky smooth hair at the Turner Upfront Pre-

sentation in New York.

ARIES: You might have some 
strong hesitations during the 
day, Aries. You may have to 
cover up the truth or, on the 
contrary, say it out loud. If this 
is the case, say what’s on your 
mind. You’ll be supported by 
the current planetary positions, 
which will help you formulate 
your ideas in a way that won’t 
shock people, and, in fact, might 
even sway them to your point of 
view.  
TAURUS: There are moments 
when your powers of clear 
thinking reveal the tremendous 
amount of maturity that you 
have, Taurus. You aren’t usually 
a dreamer, so it’s rather dif icult 
to lead you into ambiguous sit-
uations. If you currently have 

sentimental affairs going on in 
your life, this would be an ex-
cellent day to take stock. But try 
not to be too cold-hearted.  
GEMINI:  You may have felt 
somewhat frustrated in your 
initiatives over the past few 
days, Gemini. Either outside 
obstacles, such as events that 
caused delays, or inner re-
straints, such as your own apa-
thy, presented a clear challenge 
to you. Certain matters must be 
resolved before you can make 
any real progress. The day 
ahead may give you an opportu-
nity to settle these issues once 
and for all.  
CANCER: It will be a stimulat-
ing day for you, Cancer! You’ll 
feel great and have no trouble 

channeling all your energy into 
your activities. But don’t be sur-
prised if you encounter some 
resistance. As creative as your 
ideas are, they may not suit 
everyone. In fact, you could be 
confronted with some rebel-
liousness. Be persuasive and 
you’ll get your way today.  
LEO: Be careful not to lose 
your temper today, Leo. You’re 
chomping at the bit these days, 
although your daring nature 
has been reined in by inancial 
and professional constraints. 
It’s useless to entertain gran-
diose illusions at the moment. 
Moreover, if you do, you can 
expect some confrontations. If 
you’re advised to be more con-
servative, heed the suggestion.  

VIRGO: Today time will stop 
and might even seem to go 
backward, Virgo. Use this pause 
to re lect on your motivations. 
The clues from the Zodiac seem 
to suggest that you’re currently 
settling questions that concern 
the fate of another person. Per-
haps you should be spending an 
equal amount of time consider-
ing your own fate as well.  
LIBRA: Overall, the climate 
is tense at work and at home, 
Libra. You’ll sense a feeling of 
restlessness and a longing for 
change, but you’ll also feel a 
reluctance to make any real 
moves in that direction. Your 
judgment tells you that com-
plaints that don’t lead to action 
are meaningless. So why not be 

the catalyst that provokes some 
action?  
SCORPIO: You can interpret 
the day ahead as an open-end-
ed question about you, Scorpio. 
You may have noticed certain 
physical or psychological as-
pects of yourself that make you 
uncomfortable. The day ahead 
may force you to take action 
to correct that attitude. If you 
just share your concerns with a 
friend or relative, you’ll accom-
plish a great deal.  
SAGITTARIUS: Sometimes 
people might reproach you for 
being less than tactful in rela-
tionships, Sagittarius. However, 
today’s planetary energies are 
going to help you be more sen-
sitive. You’ll feel as though you 

suddenly have a much greater 
capacity for listening. Whether 
it’s true or not, others will have 
the impression that you are no 
longer so self-centered.  
CAPRICORN: You have an un-
usual gift for making a situation 
seem less dramatic, Capricorn. 
Today, you’ll witness crises of 
all kinds. You will be the one 
who reassures people, and the 
one who can sum up the situa-
tion objectively without panick-
ing or exaggerating. This, cou-
pled with your legendary calm, 
makes for a great combination!  
AQUARIUS: Dare to express 
your ideas without fear of rid-
icule. This is what the plane-
tary configuration has to say 
to you today, Aquarius. And 

this is exactly what you need 
to hear, because fear of ridi-
cule is generally your Achilles 
heel. The challenge for you is 
to clearly say what you think 
without referring to or bor-
rowing the ideas of others. 
Dare to do it!    
PISCES: If you’ve always felt the 
desire to write, now is the time 
to take the plunge, Pisces. You 
certainly don’t lack the imagina-
tion! Your problem may be that 
you have dif iculty taking your 
prose seriously. Don’t think 
about being “A Writer.” Just 
write! And above all, don’t hesi-
tate to let people read what you 
write. A writer’s group would 
be a great way for you to come 
out of hiding.      
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AVENGERS: In inity War has 
set the Indian Box-of ice on 
ire…literally. The ilm has 

set the cash registers ringing 
thanks to the positive response 
received from the critics and a 
good word of mouth. Marvel‘s 
latest outing has turned out to 
be a money spinner.

The ilm released on April 
27, 2018 went on to gar-
ner a thunderous response 
from the audiences. Aveng-
ers: In inity War happens 
to be the sequel to 2012‘s 
Marvel‘s The Avengers and 
2015’s Avengers: Age of Ul-
tron. It marks the nineteenth 
ilm in the Marvel Cinematic 

Universe (MCU). The screen-
play is by the writing team 
of Christopher Markus and 
Stephen McFeely. Directed 
by Anthony Russo and Joe 
Russo, Avengers: In inity 
War is probably the biggest 
crossover in the Marvel uni-
verse boasting a star cast of 
Robert Downey Jr, Chris Ev-
ans, Chris Hemsworth, Mark 
Ruffalo, Scarlett Johansson, 
Anthony Mackie, Jeremy 

Renner, Elizabeth Olsen, Paul 
Bettany, Chris Pratt, Benedict 
Cumberbatch, Tom Holland, 
Chadwick Boseman, Josh 
Brolin, Don Cheadle, Sebas-
tian Stan, Gwyneth Paltrow, 
Zoe Saldana, Dave Bautista, 
Karen Gillan, Pom Klemen-
tieff, Tom Hiddleston, Beni-
cio del Toro, Idris Elba, Jon 
Favreau, William Hurt, Ben-
edict Wong, Linda Cardellini, 
Danai Gurira, Leticia Wright, 

Florence Kasumba, Peter 
Dinklage, Bradley Cooper 
and Vin Diesel.

The ilm combines char-
acters from various Mar-
vel franchises like Iron-
man, Black Panther, Doctor 
Strange, Guardians of The 
Galaxy and more.

A Popular trade and ilm 
analyst gave an update on the 
box-of ice igures of the ilm. 
His tweet read, “#Aveng-

ersIn inityWar biz at a 
glance… Week 1: Rs 156.64 cr 
Week 2: Rs 47.30 cr Weekend 
3: Rs 10 cr Total:  Rs 213.94 
cr NBOC India biz. Note: En-
glish + Hindi + Tamil + Telu-
gu. BLOCKBUSTER.” The next 
installment of the Avengers 
series is said to hit screens 
in 2019. And the clif hanger 
which In inity War ends on 
has got fans already eagerly 
waiting to see sequel.

AVENGERS: INFINITY WAR CROSSES THE
₹ 200 CRORE MARK IN INDIA

IT: Chapter Two keeps build-
ing its adult cast and has now 
found its Stanley Uris in Andy 
Bean. Andrés Muschietti’s 
take on Stephen King’s nov-
el IT was one of the biggest 
surprises of 2017, breaking 
box of ice records and gain-
ing praise from audiences 
and critics alike, mostly over 
the performance of the young 
cast.

IT: Chapter One follows a 
group of kids self-named The 
Losers Club who encounter 
an evil, shape-shifting entity 
residing in the town’s sewers 
and whose preferred form is 
that of Pennywise, the Danc-
ing Clown (played by Bill 
Skarsgård). The sequel, ap-
propriately titled IT: Chapter 
2, will cover the second half 
of the story, taking audiences 
back to Derry 27 years after 
the events of the irst ilm, 
as the adult Losers take on 
this creature once last time. 
As the production date ap-
proaches, more names are 
added to the cast list, and 
the crew has inally found its 
adult version of Stanley Uris.

Variety reports that Andy 
Bean (Here and Now) is set 
to play Stanley Uris, whose 

young version was played by 
Wyatt Oleff in the irst ilm. 
Bean joins the reported Jes-
sica Chastain as Bev Marsh, 
while James McAvoy and Bill 
Hader are in talks to play Bill 
Denbrough and Richie Tozier, 
respectively. Earlier today, 
James Ransone revealed via 
his private Twitter account 
that he will play Eddie Kasp-
brak, though he soon deleted 
the tweet.

Those who have read 
King’s novel, and/or watched 
the 1990 miniseries with 
Tim Curry as Pennywise, will 
remember that Stan Uris has 
a different fate than the rest 
of the Losers, giving the story 
a slight yet important twist 
when the group reunites to 
face IT one more time. Some 
of Andy Bean’s previous 
credits include The Divergent 
Series: Allegiant, Starz’s Pow-

er, and most recently HBO’s 
Here and Now. IT: Chapter 2 
will be his irst venture into 
the horror genre, however.

IT: Chapter Two begins 
production this summer in 
Toronto, aiming for a Sep-
tember 2019 release, so 
it won’t be long until we 
get more details and con-
firmation on some names. 
Given that the sequel will 
have the same director and 
writer (Gary Dauberman), 
and since the cast of the 
first film will be back (Bill 
Skarsgård will reprise his 
role as Pennywise, and the 
young cast will appear in 
flashbacks), it looks like it’s 
on its way to become a suc-
cessful sequel – something 
rare in the horror genre – 
that will hopefully please 
the most hardcore Stephen 
King and IT fans.

IT: CHAPTER 2 CASTS ANDY 
BEAN AS ADULT STANLEY

SALMAN KHAN 
BREAKS SILENCE 
ON BEING 
CONVICTED IN THE 
BLACKBUCK CASE
Salman Khan was granted bail in 

the blackbuck poaching case a 
month ago when he was convict-
ed. The actor was sentenced to 
ive years in prison for reported-

ly killing endangered blackbucks 
during the shooting of Sooraj Bar-
jatya’s family drama Hum Saath 
Saath Hain in 1998. The case that 
also accused Saif Ali Khan, Tabu, 
Sonali Bendre and Neelam Kothari, 
panned for over 20 years. After the 
verdict, Salman event spent two 
nights in the Jodhpur jail.

Present at the trailer launch of 
his next – Race 3 Salman for the 
irst time responded to questions of 

him being involved in the case and 
being convicted. On being asked if 
he’s worried about the money rid-
ing on him during the court case, 
Salman instantly responded, “Did 
you think I was going to go in for-
ever?” It was after that when the 
journalist responded and said ‘No’ 
to which Salman again said, “Thank 
you. Because I was worried.”

Meanwhile, speaking of Race 3, 
the ilm is being helmed by Remo 
D’Souza and produced by Ramesh 
Taurani. The ilm also stars Anil Ka-
poor, Jacqueline Fernandez, Bobby 
Deol, Saqib Saleem and Daisy Shah. 
It is slated for the release on June 
15.

A new documentary about the life of 
singer Whitney Houston has claimed 

that the superstar was sexually abused as 
a child by a female relative.

Whitney, directed by Scottish ilm-mak-
er Kevin Macdonald, alleges that Houston’s 
cousin, the soul singer Dee Dee Warwick, 
abused her.

The ilm debuted at the Cannes Film 
Festival and includes interviews with 
Houston’s half-brother, the former NBA 
basketball player Gary Garland-Houston, 
and her aunt, Mary Jones.

The pair make the allegations against 
Warwick.

According to the documentary, Hous-
ton never told her mother about the al-
leged abuse by Warwick, The Times re-
ported.

The newspaper reports that in the ilm 
Garland-Houston says he had been sexual-
ly abused “by a female relative” between 
the ages of seven and nine but does not 
identify her.

Jones says in the ilm that Houston had 
told her: “Mary, I was [abused] too. It was 
a woman.”

Ms Jones, when asked if Houston had 
named the person, replied: “It was Dee 
Dee Warwick.”

Houston, who sold millions of records 
and starred in the box-of ice hit ilm The 
Bodyguard, died in 2012 aged 48.

She was found in a bathtub in the Bev-
erly Hilton Hotel, with the coroner ruling 
that she died of drowning and the effects 
of heart disease and cocaine use.

Houston ended her volatile 15-year 
marriage to rhythm and blues singer Bob-
by Brown in 2007.

Dee Dee Warwick is the younger sister 
of soul singing icon Dionne Warwick and 
was the niece of Houston’s mother.

She enjoyed a successful career as a 
soul singer in the 1960s and 70s and died 
at the age of 63 in 2008.

The Warwick family have so far not re-
leased a comment on the allegations.

WHITNEY HOUSTON ‘ABUSED
AS A CHILD BY DEE DEE WARWICK’

DOCUMENTARY CLAIMS


