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EMRS Gangyap
girls win NE
Basketball
C’ship again
SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 09 SEPT:

MRS Gangyap girls

lifted the North East
Basketball ~ Champion-
ship for the 8th consecu-
tive time today at Guwa-
hati. The team’s captain,
Norzom Bhutia has been
selected as the best play-
er. The boys team of the
school secured 4th posi-
tion, however, they were
adjudged as the most dis-
ciplined team.

Artisans with

Rs 20 lakh
turnover exempt
from GST

registration

HYDERABAD, SEP 9
(PTI): The GST Council
today exempted artisans
and folk artists with an
annual turnover of up
to Rs 20 lakh from reg-
istration under the just
introduced Goods and
Services Tax (GST).

West Bengal Finance
Minister Amit Mitra said
besides exempting arti-
sans, the 21st meeting
of the highest decision
making body of the GST
exempted clay idols
from the tax. Also, no
registration would be
required for inter-state
job works, he said.

“For artisans, artists,
folk arts and tribal arts,
no registration will be
required up to Rs 20 lakh
(turnover).

Clay idols are exempt
now,” he said, adding that
“job  work inter-state,
you don’t need any reg-
istration now up to Rs 20
lakh turnover”

On government work
contract, the tax rate has
been reduced to 12 per
cent from 18 per cent.
“That will save govern-
ment a lot of tax.”

A committee of min-
isters has been formed to
look into technical issues
facing the GST-Network,
the IT backbone and por-
tal for registration and
tax returns under the
GST regime.

“GSTN has major
problems. We had much
discussions and all that
has to be settled and a
committee of ministers
has been formed along
with a committee of offi-
cers,” he said.

The panels would
look into the glitches, he
said. “Small and medi-
um enterprises are suf-
fering today, this has to
be corrected.”

Jammu and Kashmir Fi-
nance Minister Haseeb Dra-
bu said the deadline for fil-
ing of sales return or GSTR-
1 for the month of July - the
first month of implementa-
tion of the new tax regime,
has been extended by a
month to October 10. Dra-
bu said hike in cess on cars
was not discussed.

On the functioning
of GSTN, he said it “is a
real concern. We have

turn to pg02

WORLD AWARD

BY RAPUNZEL

Chamling presented OWA Grand Prix Award
in Germany for pioneering Organic Sikkim

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 09 SEPT:

tiated by Mr Wilhelm in 2008,
honours people, projects, ini-

[Azerbajan], the soil scientist
& founding father of his coun-

nominees, but also decided
who will be endowed with the

green environment is not a
question of politics. He also

Dr Vandana Shiva, while intro-
ducing Mr Chamling to the au-

hief Minister Pawan Cham-

ling was conferred the
Grand Prix Award for his pio-
neering work in transforming
Sikkim into an Organic State
during the One World Award
ceremony held at Legau in
Germany on 08 Sept.

A press release informs that
the award was jointly handed

tiatives and innovative ideas
that promote ecological, eco-
nomic and social improve-
ments and that encourage
justice in the world. The OWA
award is endowed with a total
prize money of 45.000 Euro.
The awards are presented
every three years by the or-
ganic food producer Rapunzel

try’s organic movement Pro-
fessor; Shamiso Mungwashu
[Zimbabwe], the (young)
organic and Fairtrade pio-
neer; United World Colleges
(UWC) with its institutions in
Freiburgi Germany and Pune
India and; Chief Minister
Pawan Chamling.

The OWA Jury members

OWA Grand Prix.

The OWA Grand Prix
comes along with 25,000
Euro prize money as well as
the ‘Lady OWA' statue.

A short documentary on
organic farming in Sikkim was
screened before the presenta-
tion of the award.

During his acceptance

called upon the world com-
munities and governments to
work together to overcome
this universal crisis.

“It is a matter of great
pride for the people of Sikkim
and India, that our humble
endeavour from a Himalayan
state has been recognized by
the famed International Fed-

dience explained the reasons
for giving the final decision to
confer the Gran Prix Award
[given once in every three
years] on Mr Chamling. She
said that he has been the only
politician to have obtained the
love and support of the people
for five consecutive terms with
his hard work, making Sikkim

over by Federal Minister of Ba-
varia State, Dr Gerd Muller, and
German Organic pioneer and
Managing Director of Rapun-
zel Naturkost, Joseph Wilhelm.
The other winner of the OWA
Grand Prix Award was United

World Colleges.

The One World Award, ini-

movements.

and IFOAM, the global um-
brella organization of organic

Five finalists were short-
listed this year namely: Nass-
er Abufarhal [Palestine], the
pioneer of the Fairtrade and
organic farming movement
in Middle East; Amin Babayev

Nnimmo Bassey (Right Live-
lihood Award Laureate, Ni-
geria), Roberto Ugas (IFOAM
Organics International, Peru),
Vandana Shiva (Right Liveli-
hood Award Laureate, India)
and Joseph Wilhelm (Rapun-
zel Naturkost, Germany) have
not only approved the final

speech, the Chief Minister
recounted the journey of Or-
ganic Sikkim undertaken 14
years ago for ensuring clean
air, water and appropriate cli-
mate as a fundamental human
right. He called for larger col-
laboration and cooperation
as working for clean air and

eration of Organic Agriculture
Movement. I am thankful to
the distinguished Jury mem-
bers for judging me as one of
the Grand Prix Winners for
the One World Award 2017,
said Mr Chamling.
Environmental activist and
member of the selection jury,

fully Organic unlike other poli-
ticians who are still struggling
in this process.

The CM was accompanied
by Minister of Agriculture De-
velopment, Somnath Poudyal,
and Secretary, Khorlo Bhutia,
along with other officials, the
release adds.

Mangan thana sets up
child-friendly room

MANGAN, 09 SEPT
[IPR]: A child friendly
room has been set up at
Mangan Police Station
which was formally in-
augurated by Senior Su-
perintendent of Police
North, Shammi Rai.

SI, Karma Euden Ka-
leon, briefed the gath-
ering on the concept of
setting up such a room
at the Police Station at
Mangan. She said that
when children visit the
police station along with
their parents to lodge
complaints or as victims
of various crimes, there
is tremendous mental
stress on the children.

The children are
fearful of the police sta-
tion atmosphere and

therefore there is a need
to create a conducive
atmosphere. A child
friendly room provides
such an atmosphere
where the minds of the
children are distracted
by the playful environ-
ment of the room. The
room is not to be used
for interrogation but
only for entertainment.
Ms Kaleon informed

that when children come
to the room a lady atten-
dant from the police sta-
tion would make them
comfortable and look af-
ter their well-being.

SP North, Mr Rai said
that such a concept is
common in developed
countries but not in our
country. Children grow
up fearing the police

and there is a need to
change this perception,
he added.

Providing such chil-
dren friendly rooms
would help leave a posi-
tive impression on young
minds who could grow
up to be more law abid-
ing and cooperative, said
Mr Rai.

The child friendly

room was set up with
contributions from Of-
ficers and local public.
SI Karma Euden Kaleon
thanked the District In-
formation Officer, IPR
North  for providing
chairs, Kesang Saring for
painting the room and
Principal NSA for provid-
ing beds for the room.

NE Healthcare Summit
2017 concludes

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 09 SEPT:

he second day of the

North East Health-
care Summit 2017 being
organized by the Public
Health Foundation of In-
dia [PHFI] in partnership
with the Ministry of De-
velopment of the North
East Region [DoNER],
the Government of Sik-
kim and the Sir Thutob
Namgyal Memorial Hos-
pital [STNM] was held at
Chintan Bhawan in the

capital today.
Leading health care
professionals, hospitals,

government health de-
partments from all North
East States, academia,
multilateral, bilateral, bi-
lateral organisations and
other stakeholders took
active part in the summit
and will, through the out-
comes of the summit, pro-
vide a roadmap to devel-
op technical assistance to
the state governments of
the North-East States en-
gaging civil society part-
ners for implementation
of public health projects
and programs in NE.

The welcome ad-
dress was presented by

the Medical Superin-
tendent-STNM  Hospital
wherein he informed
the gathering about the
achievements of STNM
Hospital during its 100
years of serving Sikkim.

Director Gener-
al-cum-Secretary, Health-
care, Human Services &
Family Welfare Depart-
ment, Dr K Bhandari,
said that while Sikkim
is doing well in the field
of primary and second-
ary healthcare, there is a
problem when it comes
to tertiary healthcare.

He further congratu-
lated STNM Hospital for
its glorious 100 years
growing from a relatively
small hospital to a hos-
pital with large facilities
for all.

He also highlighted
the policies of the state
government with regard
to various health related
policies of the State.

Chief Secretary, AK
Srivastava, congratulat-
ed the hospital for their
swift action in the recent
accident tragedies and
held that attitude change
is a must in both bureau-
cracy and employees for
proper services to be de-

livered to the public.

Member of Parlia-
ment, PD Rai, said that
there is still room for
building more muscles
for healthy policy at all
levels. He also stated that
as an MP, he along with
other dignitaries will try
to bridge the gap between
the Centre and the State.

Complimenting  the
Ministry for Develop-
ment of North Eastern
Region, Government of
India, he said that the
Ministry is working to-
wards  better under-
standing of the North
East. He also compli-
mented the leadership of
the State for adopting in-
novative health policies.

Health Minister, AK
Ghatani, who attended
the programme as chief
guest, said that there
is an urgent need for
awareness and sensitiza-
tion on various aspects of
health. He also said that
there is an urgent need to
protect the human rights
of mentally ill patients
while treating them.

Mr Ghatani also ap-
pealed to the attending
delegates especially at-

turn to pg03
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Milch cows dlstrlbuted to Kabl Lungtsok farmers

WANGCHUK BHUTIA
MANGAN, 09 SEPT:

nder the state govern-

ment’s  flagship  pro-
gramme ‘Dairy Mission’, milch
cows were distributed to the
beneficiaries of Kabi-Lungtsok
constituency in North Sikkim,
under State plan budget period
2016-18 at Mangan today.

The  distribution  pro-
gramme was organised by
Animal Husbandry, Livestock
Fisheries & Veterinary Services
Department, North Sikkim.

The function was attend-
ed by MLA-Kabi Lungtsok,
Ugen Nedup Bhutia, as chief
guest along with District Col-
lector-North, Karma R Bonpo,
Managing Director-Milk Union,
BB Subba, Additional District
Collector [Development]-Man-
gan, Additional Director-An-
imal Husbandry, Panchayats
and other dignitaries.

Joint Director-Animal
Husbandry, Dr Karma Ten-

about health insurance policy
of cow with an annual premi-
um of Rs 1400.

Managing  Director-Milk
Union, Mr Subba, underlined
about marketing of milk and
its income. He also urged for
the revival of the chilling plant
of Kabi-Tingda which has re-

many years owing to insuffi-

cient supply of milk.
Additional Direc-
tor-cum-Nodal ~ Officer in-

formed about geo tracking
monitoring and also highlight-
ed about dairy farming loan
and its subsidy while the ADC
[Development], Tashi Chopel,

sheds of beneficiaries will be
constructed again under MGN-
REGA.

A total of 200 milch cows
will be distributed in Ka-
bi-Lungtsok constituency of
which 21 were distributed to-
day in its first phase.

The DC North informed

of potential in dairy farming
with ample space and avail-
ability of fodder. He stressed
on interdependency between
Milk Union and the farmers.

Area MLA, Mr Bhutia, in
his address, urged all the ben-
eficiaries to take proper care
of animals and be proactive
in proper implementation of
dairy farming. The scheme has
been sanctioned by the Chief
Minister with highest number
of beneficiaries being enlisted
from Kabi-Lungtsok, he added.

The MLA further spoke
about strict ban on cow slaugh-
ter and urged them to refer to
it as Gaurakshak initiative.

A bond was signed by all
the beneficiaries stating that
proper care of cows will be un-
dertaken and that they will not
sublet it for share farming.

Before handing over the
cows, the beneficiaries were
trained by Deputy Direc-
tor-Mangan, Dr Dichen Ong-
mu Kaleon, and Deputy Direc-

SKM constituency
level meetings held for
Gangtok and Arithang

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 09 SEPT:
Sikkim Krantikari Mor-

cha Constituency Lev-
el Committee meeting
of Gangtok Constituency
was held at the residence
of Sonam Gyalpo Bhutia at
Namnang today. An SKM
press release issued by
its secretary-press & pub-
licity, Ranjana Pradhan,
informs that the meeting
was chaired by working
president, Navin Karki,
and was attended by vice
president in-charge [zone
1], Anand Lama, vice
president co-ordination,
Rohit Rai, general secre-
tary in-charge [East zone
1], Neelu Chettri, CLC
president, Sanjiv Gurung,
CEC member, Thakur Rai
and other executives.

The meet appointed
two new vice conveners
of youth for Gangtok Con-
stituency. The members
discussed various issues
of the Constituency and

firmly resolved to accel-
erate party activities in
Gangtok and its adjourn-
ing areas with proper
strategic planning and
management.

Similarly, another
meeting of the Arithang
constituency level com-
mittee was held at the
party headquarter in
Gangtok today which was
chaired by CLC president,
Karma Tempo Rapgyal,
and vice president [stu-
dents front], KJ Palzor,
and was attended by gen-
eral secretary headquar-
ter, Uttam Lepcha and
Bijoy Chettri.

The meeting dis-
cussed setting up of a
new party office for the
youth of Arithang at the
residence of K] Palzor.
The meet also discussed
the strengthening of
CLC with inclusion of
more active youth and
senior members, the re-
lease adds.

zing  Bhutia, highlighted mained shut since the last stressed that the left out cow- that the North District has lot tor-Dzongu, Dr CP Rai.

Ice hockey =

now beins EIECOS condemns former Chief
increasingly

played by women Secy S letter to Home Ministry

in Ladakh: SUMMIT REPORT the otherwise harmoni-
Wangchuk GANGTOK, 09 SEPT: ously living ethnic com-

KoLKATA, SEP 9 (PTI):
Sonam Wangchuk, who is
credited to have changed
the education landscape
of Ladakh, today said
women are increasingly
playing ice hockey there.

“Ladakh is the winter
sports capital in India, a
place where ice hockey
and ice skating are quite
popular. Fifteen years ago
ice hockey was completely
dominated by men, now it
is a different story.

“We have a girls’ team
competing internationally
as well” Wangchuk, who
was the inspiration behind
Aamir Khan's character of
Phunsukh Wangdu in the
film ‘3 Idiot, said at a discus-
sion of the CII Eastern Re-
gion and Young Indians (Yi)
Kolkata Chapter here today.

It began with a football
ground being changed into

leven Indigenous

Ethnic communities
of Sikkim [EIECOS] held
a meeting in the office
of Chairperson-Sikkim
Commission for Back-
ward Classes on 08 Sept
which was chaired by HB
Gurung.

An EIECOS press
release informs that
during the meeting, all
the members strongly
condemned the letter
written by Sonam Wang-
di [ex-Chief Secretary to
the Government of Sik-
kim] to the Union Home
Minister stating that the
11 Nepali communities
of Sikkim are immigrants
and that their demand
for ST status should not

be considered by the
Centre Government.

The release also
states that the three com-
munities of the State viz
Bhutia, Lepcha and Ne-
pali have co-existed in the

State harmoniously from
before Sikkim’s merger
with India. Hence, Mr
Wangdi’s claim that the
Nepali communities are
immigrants is baseless.
Further, the release

mentions that such an
irresponsible act has
caused deep anguish
amongst the Nepali com-
munity of Sikkim which
can create a feeling of
conflict and rift among

munities.

“Sikkim is known for
its peace and tranquility
and till now we are the
most peaceful State in
the country despite shar-
ing international borders
with three countries.
However, the feeling of
unrest amongst one sec-
tion of the society and
the hurt sentiments, if
not handled properly
may also cause commu-
nal disharmony in the
State,” the release adds.

EIECOS has stated
that Mr Wangdi would
be responsible for any
communal discord in the
state. The meeting also
decided to lodge an FIR
against Mr Wangdi.

BJP Sikkim’s youth
worker appointed tribal
in-charge of Mizoram

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 09 SEPT:

haratiya Janta Party Sikkim Pradesh has congratulat-

ed its youth worker, Sonam Chewang Bhutia [Vajra
Sonam], on being appointed as tribal in-charge of the
party in Mizoram by the central committee of BJP. While
congratulating him, the state-unit of the party has also
thanked the central committee for bestowing such a big
responsibility to a party worker from a small State for
the first time, as per a BJP Sikkim press release.

Artisans with Rs 20 lakh turnover....

Contd from pg01
acknowledged that it is
a concern. An inter- min-
isterial group has been
formed in-principle. The
Chairman (Finance Min-
ister Arun Jaitley) has
been authorised to se-
lect ministers.

A group of ministers

will be formed and they
will talk to GSTN and
private parties.”

On revenues accru-
ing to states in the first
month of the GST, Drabu
said he does not “see a
pattern right now in it.

This time there will
be a lot of backlog.

Holy Cross School felzcztates teacher for receiving Best Teacher Award

an ice ring with the help of
new technique 15 years ago
for sportswomen. Gradual-
ly schools even in remote
places were helped to have
teams and slowly ice hock-
ey team girls started playing
in the district, state and at
the national level.

“The women ice hock-
ey teams did very well
in tourneys in Taipei and
Bangkok. In Asia Challenge
Cup. So now both men and
women'’s teams doing well
in ice hockey,” he said at a
CII event here.

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 09 SEPT:

oly Cross School Tadong

today felicitated Tser-
ing Yangchung, one of the
senior-most teachers of the
school who was conferred
with the Best Teacher Award
in the CBSE Category from
Sikkim. She received the
award from the Vice Presi-
dent of India, Venkaiah Naidu
on 05 Sept at Vigyan Bhawan,
New Delhi. Two other teach-
ers from Sikkim also received
the award on the same day.

A press release from the

school informs that the Holy
Cross School family felicitat-
ed her in a special assembly
today where she was present-
ed with khadas, garlands and
bouquets by the Principal,
teachers and students. A spe-
cial prayer service was also
held on the occasion.

In her address, Principal
of the school, Sr. Celine Ant-
ony congratulated Ms Yang-
chung and highlighted her
positive aspects during her
27 years of service in Holy
Cross School. Ms. Tshering is
a multi-talented teacher who

has immensely contributed
to the growth of the school,
a person with a simple living
and high thinking, a person
of values who is always con-
cerned for the welfare of oth-
ers, the release states.

Ms. Tshering thanked the
Management, Teachers and
all the present and ex-stu-
dents, without whose sup-
port, she said, she would not
have received this award. She
also shared her experience of
receiving such a prestigious
award.
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Gangtok on
Sunday,

10 Sept
Temp: 25°C /17°C
Forecast: Mainly
cloudy and cool-
er with a couple
of showers and a
thunderstorm.
Sunrise: 05:18 AM
Sunset: 05:47 PM

Bank employee
accused of
outraging
modesty of

woman

GANGTOK, 09 SEPT: One
27-year-old employee of
Syndicate Bank in Nam-
chi has been arrested
on charges of outraging
the modesty of a wom-
an who had met the ac-
cused for a job interview
on 08 Sept.

According to the vic-
tim, during the inter-
view the accused asked
her to change her dress
and return.

As directed, she went
back to the office wear-
ing a different dress.

However, the accused
started commenting on
her dress and told her to
put on a shirt that reveals
her cleavage. Following
this the victim reported
the incident at Namchi
Police Station.

Tipper falls
off road at
Sangkhola

GANGTOK, 09 SEPT: A
tipper truck loaded with
bricks tumbled approx-
imately 130 ft down
the road at MK Turning
in Sangkhola, Singtam
on 08 Sept. The driver
lost control of the vehi-
cle while reversing the
truck. He has been evac-
uated to CRH Manipal.

Teen accused
of sexually

assaulting minor
Gangtok, 09 Sept: One
17-year-old boy has
been accused of sexual-
ly assaulting a 5-year-
old minor on 06 Sept in
South Sikkim. The ac-
cused has been appre-
hended and remanded
at Juvenile Observation
Home in Namchi.

NE Healthcare
Summit 2017
concludes

Contd from pg01
tending health officials
from other north east
states and other organi-
zations to work towards
the improvement of
healthcare services in the
region, and come up with
a time bound whitepaper
which can be implement-
ed immediately.

One the sidelines of
the summit, a Healthcare
Media interactive work-
shop was conducted as a
pre-cursor to the Summit,
that provided media with
nuances of healthcare
criticalities and develop-
ment in the state, and the
Northeastern region so
that reporting on health
issues can be strength-
ened and acknowledged
actively in publications.

SummitTIMES
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NPS girls win ARCEIS Kho-Kho
tourney for seventh time

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 09 SEPT:
For the seventh time in

a row, Namchi Public
School has become the
champion of the ARCEIS
Kho-Kho Tournament for
girls. This year, the tour-
nament was organized
by St Joseph’s Convent
School in Martam.

The defending cham-
pions defeated St Jo-
seph’s Convent School,
Martam in the finals, a
press release informs.

Principal of NPS, Fr
George A D’Souza, felici-
tated the team members
for their splendid perfor-
mance along with coach,
Anup Chakraborty, and
manager, Sushila Lepcha,
for training and guiding
the team and making
NPS a force to reckon in a
sport like Kho-Kho.

The schools that had
participated in the tour-
nament were St Joseph’s
Convent School-Martam,
St Xavier’s School-Pa-
kyong, Namchi Public

School-Namchi, Holy
Cross School-Tadong, St
Mary’s Convent School-
Gyalshing and Ivana Me-
morial School- Rangpo.

Fr D’Souza also fe-
licitated NPS ‘5 & Below
Boys’ football team mem-
bers and coach, Alen Bhut-
ia, for winning the ARCEIS

5 & Below Football Tour-
nament that was held at
St Mary’s Convent School,
Gyalshing. Justinmani
Lingkhim Rai from team

NPS entered his name in
the record books by scor-
ing 17 goals in six matches
during the tournament,
the release adds.
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Workshop for advocates by
Sikkim Judicial Academy

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 09 SEPT:

ikkim Judicial Academy organized a Workshop for
Advocates on Professional Ethics and Etiquette in
Court Rooms today at Sikkim Judicial Academy, High

Court Premises in Gangtok.

Judge-High Court of Sikkim, Justice Bhaskar Raj
Pradhan, who is also the Judge In-Charge of Sikkim Ju-
dicial Academy and Senior Advocate-Gangtok, A Mou-
lik, were Resource Persons for the said programme, a

press release informs.

Raj Bhavan bids farewell to

=

retired Joint Secretary
i J

PR SUMMIT REPORT

GANGTOK, 09 SEPT:

t a brief function held at New Raj

Bhavan today in the presence of
Governor Shriniwas Patil and the First
z Lady Rajanidevi Patil, the Raj Bhavan
family bid farewell to Joint Secretary
to the Governor, Shivalall Ghimirey, on
his retirement on superannuation.

Mr Ghimirey served for 25 years
in various capacities at Raj Bhavan
Sikkim and retired on 31 Aug 2017, a
press communiqué received from Raj
Bhavan informs.

While addressing the function, the
Governor acknowledged his long and
distinguished service at Raj Bhavan
Sikkim and extended best wishes for a
healthy and fulfilling retired life. Stat-
ing that experience and knowledge of
Mr Ghimirey will certainly benefit the
youth and the society, the Governor
also urged him to guide young boys
| and girls in their career pursuits.

Governor inaugurates
SBI ATM at Raj
Bhavan premises

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 09 SEPT:

overnor  Shriniwas

Patil today inaugurat-
ed a State Bank of India
ATM service near Chil-
dren Park in Raj Bhavan
premises.

A press release re-
ceived from Raj Bhavan
informs that Commis-
sioner-cum-Secretary
to Governor, R Telang,
Regional ~ Manager-SBI

Gangtok, Sandeep Kumar
Chowbey, officers and
staff of Raj Bhavan, bank
officials and the general
public were present on
the occasion.

The Governor
thanked the bank offi-
cials for the ATM service
and expressed that the
service will ease out the
difficulty of cash transac-
tions for Raj Bhavan offi-
cials and staff besides the
general public.

GYALSHING, 09 SEPT
[IPR]: The Department
of Health Care, Human
Services & Family Wel-
fare organised a meeting
of the District Task Force
for Immunization under
the central scheme of In-
tensified Mission Indrad-
hanush [IMI], a strategic
movement for improving
vaccination coverage in
identified districts which
falls under the Pragati
initiative.

The meeting was con-
ducted at the conference
hall of the District Hospi-
tal of Gyalshing. Chaired
by District Magistrate,
Kapil Meena, the meeting
was called on to fulfill the
Prime Minister’s goal of
beyond 90% full immu-
nization in districts by
December 2018.

During the meeting,
Mr Meena said that even
with limited resourc-
es and manpower, the
Health Department of
West District is doing

well. He also announced
that another inter-de-
partmental meeting will
be soon called to work in
convergence for the IMI.
He asked the Depart-
ments to give high priori-
ty to this flagship scheme
and coordinate with each
other. He extended his
full supportin this regard

and urged all the Depart-
ments of West District to
cooperate.

Various issues and
problems that needed
attention relating to the
achievement of the be-
yond 90% full immuniza-
tion in districts were dis-
cussed during the meet.
The main issues, howev-
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er, were lack of proper
manpower and accessi-
bility due to vastness of
West district.

It may be mentioned

here, West district of Sik-
kim has been identified
as the ‘High Priority Dis-
trict’ in 2014 by the Gov-
ernment of India which

has remained unchanged
till date.

State Immunization
Officer, Phumzay Den-
zongpa, addressed the
meeting with a brief pre-
sentation on the central
scheme. She also encour-
aged the departments to
do the needful in achiev-
ing the said goals and
make West District an ex-
ample. She further spoke
about various shortcom-
ings of the district while
assuring that the issues
of manpower and allo-
cated resources will be
put forward.

The meeting was also
attended by Chief Med-
ical Officer, Dr T Wong-
yal, Additional Direc-
tor/DRCHO West, Dr T
Namgyal, Deputy Direc-
tor-Human Resource De-

District Task Force for Inmunization meets in Gyalshing

velopment Department,
PL Subba, Child Develop-
ment Project Officer, HB
Shankar, Medical Officers
of Primary Health Cen-
tres of the district and
other officials.

The issue of Scrub Ty-
phus was also discussed
in the meeting.

The CMO-West in-
formed that 49 such cas-
es have been reported
in the district with four
patients being confirmed
dead due to scrub ty-
phus. He said that medi-
cine for scrub typhus has
been made available at
all PHCs and PHSCs.

Earlier, the DM visit-
ed the wards in Gyalsh-
ing District Hospital and
met with the patients in
different wards.
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Take a Minute.
Change a Life

If only it was so simple. And maybe it is

oday, 10 September is World Suicide Prevention

Day and this section returns to this frequently visit-
ed theme again. As per the World Health Organisation,
as many as 8 lakh people commit suicide every year
and around 25-times more attempt suicide. The num-
bers paint a scary picture and make this a challenge
requiring the world’s attention. Remember, apart from
the 8,00,000 lives lost to avoidable reasons, there are
2 crore others who have tied a noose for themselves
or attempted some other form of ending their lives! If
their triggers are left unattended, they will be among
the statistics of those who ‘successfully’ self-destruct-
ed in the coming years. They are also clearly grappling
with serious issues and even if those around them do
not notice (or choose to ignore) the suicidal tenden-
cies, they cannot be left untouched by the deep trau-
ma of such conditions. When one takes this aspect also
into consideration, then the impact of suicides and
suicidal tendencies multiplies many times over be-
cause each victim and person at risk is part of a family,
belongs to a circle of friends, goes to school, college
or office and touches many lives on a daily basis and
no matter how consciously one tries to camouflage the
condition, it does get out and affect others; and with
every death to a suicide, everyone associated with the
person is hit by a sense of guilt at not having inter-
vened in time. Hence, as much for the lives that can
be saved through some timely intervention as also to
save those left behind from wracking guilt, the theme
for WSPD this year needs to be taken to heart. World
Suicide Prevention Day is being observed across the
world today reflecting the sentiment - ‘Take a minute,
change a life.

What is being underlined through this theme is our
collective responsibility as a community to look out for
those struggling with suicidal thoughts, notice their
condition and engage with them in a non-judgmental
way, hear them out, offer sound counsel if we can and
help them access professional assistance. Suicide is a
vexed problem facing Sikkim which is why more people
here need to spare a minute to muster the resolve to get
engaged. Studies across the world have borne out that
most times, all that it takes to pull a person back from
the brink is a gentle word of support, even a gesture
conveying that they need not suffer in isolation.

This section has spoken often about how Sikkim is
seeking to address the challenge of suicides without
having figured out why so many here ending their own
lives. That is an important data analysis to undertake
and should be done soon, but today, let’s also focus on
the need to remove the stigma still associated with
suicides and suicide attempts, not just on the victims
but also on their families. This stigma stops many
from seeking help and also denies the community the
opportunity to learn and prepare for the challenge.
It is important that people who have lived through a
suicide attempt to be able to share their experience
more widely and teach others about the value of hu-
man engagement. Societies which have sought the as-
sistance of survivors to inform the suicide prevention
programmes have learned that words and actions of
others are important mediums of saving lives. Those
who have overcome suicidal tendencies have often
spoken movingly about reaching the point where they
could see no alternative but to take their own life, and
about the days, hours and minutes leading up to this.
They often describe realising that they did not want to
die but instead wanted someone to intervene and stop
them. Many say that they actively sought someone
who would sense their despair and ask them whether
they were okay. That is where the investment of a min-
ute to notice these signals becomes important. The
agencies engaged in addressing the problem of sui-
cides can help by informing people at large about how
they should respond and act when they notice some-
one around them struggling with such dark thoughts,
because, let’s also accept that most of us do not know
how to face such situations. And because we do not
know, we choose to ignore.

As the WHO message for the day share, “Life is pre-
cious and sometimes precarious. Taking a minute to
reach out to someone - a complete stranger or close
family member or friend - can change the course of
their life.”

Why UN sanctions against North
Korea’s missile program failed

DANIEL SALISBURY
theconversation.com

he past few months have seen the coming of age

of North Korea’s nuclear weapons capability.

For most of the last 20 years, the international
community has been struggling to stop this from
happening.

A sixth nuclear test on September 3 - of what was
possibly a hydrogen bomb - followed July’s two suc-
cessful tests of an intercontinental ballistic missile
with the capability to hit the U.S. The same month, the
U.S. intelligence community assessed that North Ko-
rea’s arsenal consists of “up to 60” weapons, and that
the country had successfully manufactured a compact
warhead capable of being mounted on a missile.

My research on how nation states illegally obtain
missile technologies and my experience conducting
outreach related to U.N. sanctions give me some in-
sight into the methods North Korea used to make il-
licit procurements and the limitations in using tech-
nology-based sanctions to prevent them.

TECHNOLOGY-BASED SANCTIONS
In 2006 - following North Korea's first nuclear test -
the U.N. Security Council prohibited the “supply, sale
or transfer” of “items, materials, equipment, goods
and technology” that could contribute to the coun-
try’s missile program.

Efforts to prevent North Korea’s acquisition of
missile technology by certain nations - notably the
United States - had been underway since the 1990s.
However, the U.N. sanctions went further by placing
standardized legal requirements on all states to pre-
vent the development of North Korea’s weapons of
mass destruction programs.

These sanctions are “universal.” That means they
are obligatory for all states around the world. Each
nation is responsible for implementation within its
borders. Missile, nuclear and military technologies
are regulated through national export control sys-
tems. Governments must grant an export license
for the exports of certain goods and technologies.
This allows governments to do a risk assessment on
transactions and minimize the diversions to undesir-
able uses, such as weapons of mass destruction pro-
grams or human rights abuses.

In theory, all countries should have the capaci-
ty to implement these technology-based sanctions.
Having an export control system has been mandato-
ry for states since the passage of U.N. Security Coun-
cil resolution 1540 in 2004. However, more than a
decade after this resolution was passed, many na-
tions - particularly developing ones - are still strug-
gling with implemention.

This has led to uneven execution of missile-relat-
ed sanctions on North Korea. A recent report has de-

scribed the U.N. sanctions regime as a “house with-
out foundations,” noting that not a single element of
the sanctions regime “enjoys robust international
implementation.”

SOURCES OF MISSILE TECHNOLOGY
As North Korea’s missile program has advanced, its
sources of missile technology have evolved.

North Korea began by importing full missile
systems and seeking to reverse-engineer or repli-
cate them. For example, after procuring short-range
Scud missiles from Egypt in the late 1970s, North
Korea “reverse-engineered” them by the mid-1980s.
The 1990s saw North Korea develop the Nodong, a
scaled-up Scud design. It also experimented with lon-
ger-range missiles in the late 1990s and mid-2000s.
These Taepodong missiles drew together elements
of the shorter-range systems such as their engines.
The Taepodong-2 allegedly had an intercontinental
range, although it was never successfully tested.

Since taking power in 2011, Kim Jong Un has ac-
celerated North Korea’s missile program. In the past
year alone, the country has tested four seemingly
new missiles for the first time - including a subma-
rine-launched ballistic missile and an intermediate
range ballistic missile, as well as the ICBMs tested
in July. Kim has also made significant progress in
developing the nuclear warheads the missiles are
designed to carry. The sixth nuclear test undertaken
in early September - by far the largest of those con-
ducted by the the country - was the fourth carried
out under his leadership.

The country has also sought to learn how to pro-
duce required parts and components at home. North
Korea’s program is opaque, but some episodes pro-
vide insights into where the country has been ob-
taining its technology.

Rocket debris salvaged from the sea following
a satellite launch in December 2012 suggested an
ongoing reliance on the international market place
for parts. A 2013 U.N. report suggested the rocket
had used modern components sourced from China,
Switzerland, the U.K. and the U.S., as well as “canni-
balized” Scud components and other 1980s vintage
Soviet parts.

Since then, North Korea has continued to pursue
more advanced manufacturing technologies. Foot-
age from the leadership’s frequent factory visits has
shown that North Korea has acquired advanced ma-
chine tools of use in missile and nuclear programs.
Photographs from a parade in April 2017 suggest
that North Korea’s new submarine-launched ballistic
missile was constructed with wound filament. This
material is lighter and stronger than aluminum, and
a significant step forward in capability.

Recent discussion over the possible Ukrainian or
Russian origin of North Korea’s rocket engines has

been heated, with the argument refuted by some ex-
perts. This reflects a broader debate regarding the
genesis of the country’s recent successes: Was it the
result of imported technology or testimony to North
Korea’s ability to master advanced WMD technolo-
gies themselves?
EVADING SANCTIONS

To make these advances in their missile program,
North Korea has had to evade sanctions and the
broader scrutiny of the international community.
Their illicit procurement techniques include using
front companies, obscuring the end user, falsifying
documentation and mislabeling cargo. A 2017 U.N.
report notes that North Korea’s evasion techniques
are “increasing in scale, scope and sophistication.”

North Korea’s military and weapons of mass de-
struction procurement networks are global in na-
ture. According to one study, they have touched more
than 60 countries.

Due to geographical proximity, historic relation-
ship and broader trading links, China has played an
unparalleled role in these networks. Many middlemen
and procurement agents have operated in China, and
increasingly - as the country’s private sector develops
- its manufacturers have been a source of technolo-
gy. A series of revelations in early 2017 demonstrated
that Chinese manufacturers and Chinese-North Kore-
an joint ventures are benefiting North Korea’s missile
program - including with machine tools, components
and materials.

THE EFFECTS OF SANCTIONS?
Observers might rightfully ask: Have sanctions
failed? This question is complicated. It might be
more useful to consider what the effects of sanctions
have been.

The primary objectives of technology-based sanc-
tions have been to slow and prevent North Korea’s
nuclear and missile development. The recent ICBM
tests clearly prove these measures have not prevent-
ed North Korea’s missile development. Whether they
slowed progress is debatable. As U.S. Ambassador to
the U.N. Nikki Haley recently observed, they are un-
likely to change North Korean behavior.

What is undeniable is that sanctions have had un-
foreseen consequences. Research suggests that sanc-
tions could have made North Korea’s procurement
efforts more sophisticated as Chinese middlemen
monetize the risk.

Americans tend to view North Korea as an in-
ward-looking, economically isolated state cut off
from the international community. However, the
country’s illicit networks - including those supply-
ing its missile program - are global, adaptive and re-
silient. That makes them difficult to shut down.

[the writer is Stanton Nuclear Security Fellow, Har-
vard University)

‘Is truth overrated?’ What the experts say
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OBJECTIVITY AND TRUTH
IN THE FAKE NEWS ERA
MARYANNE REED

eek the truth and minimize harm.

That’s how we instruct young jour-
nalists to prepare for the profession.
Until recently, factual, objective re-
porting has been the mantra of mod-
ern journalism. But is objectivity a rel-
evant concept in the era of fake news,
filter bubbles and alternative facts?

In dealing with a less-than-truthful
presidential ~ administra-
tion, mainstream media
has become more adver-
sarial. News articles and
broadcasts sound like ed-
itorials, with journalists
labeling President Trump a
“liar” and warning citizens
about what they describe
as dangerous tilt toward
fascism. The masthead of
the venerable Washington
Post now says, “Democ-
racy Dies in Darkness,” a
strongly worded statement
reflected in its sharply crit-
ical coverage of the Trump
presidency.

It may be time for a re-
calibration of the notion of
objectivity. In recent years, the concept
been watered down by the practice of
“balanced” reporting. Each side is given
equal time, regardless of the relative
merit of their arguments, creating false
equivalencies and confusing the public.

Perhaps, journalists should apply
their craft using a more scientific ap-
proach. Scientists, too, seek the truth.
But they pursue evidence based solu-
tions, regardless of TV ratings, circu-
lation numbers or social media “likes.”

Journalism could adopt a similar
approach as it struggles to regain its
relevance. The best way forward is not
necessarily a return to objectivity. Rath-
er, it is through a rigorous approach to
seeking and telling the truth - one that
relies on real facts and the preponder-
ance of evidence. Our profession and
our democracy depend on it.
[Maryanne Reed is the dean of the Reed

College of Media at West Virginia Uni-
versity.]

POLITICIANS LIE; DEMOCRACY
NEEDS TRUTH
CHRISTOPHER BEEM

ast month, The Washington Post’s

Fact Checker published an updated
accounting of all the false and mislead-
ing claims made by President Donald
Trump since he assumed office: 1,057:
an average of five per day.

That is, to be sure, a big number.
But does it really matter? George

rest of us to agree with, dispute or
even assess what he says. When this
happens, debate becomes increasingly
pointless. And at some point, democra-
cy itself is imperiled.

If Arendt is right, then lies do mat-
ter. Especially now, telling the truthisa
deeply political act.

[Christopher Beem is the managing di-
rector of the McCourtney Institute for
Democracy at Penn State University.)

THE LABEL ‘ANTI-SCIENCE’
TROY CAMPBELL

Orwell famously said, “political lan-
guage... is designed to make lies sound

truthful and murder respectable.”
Orwell speaks for most of us: To be a
politician is to lie. And therefore many
will ask: Five times a day, or 25 - What
difference, really, does it make?
Hannah Arendt was a political phi-
losopher and a Jew who escaped Hit-
ler's Germany and settled in New York.
In her essay, “Truth and Politics,” she
asked this very question. She argued
that democratic society requires that
we agree on two things. First, that there
are such things as facts. And second, that
we should strive to present those facts
as best we understand them. In other
words, we should try to tell the truth.
Why? Because the more a politi-
cian - like the president, for example
- fails to live up to these agreements,
the more difficult it becomes for the

Today, a person who denies climate
change or any fact agreed upon
by the scientific community is often
immediately labeled “anti-science.”
However, people who deny individual
scientific facts may be more friendly
toward science than we think.

A 2015 Pew Research poll found
that 79 percent of Americans felt that
“science had made life easier for most
people.”

When, how and why science is de-
nied, ignored or pushed aside has less
to do with a complete distrust of the
scientific method and more to do with
trust of individual sources, misinfor-
mation, isolated instances of motivat-
ed denial or even what my colleagues
and I call a “flight from fact” rather
than a straightforward “denial of fact.”

Almost every single person de-
nies science at sometime. When I was

younger, | denied the findings of the
doctor who diagnosed me with hypo-
glycemia. Labeling me, then the top
science student at my high school, “an-
ti-science” would have been ludicrous.
Rather, I was biased and motivated to
deny an individual scientific fact that
meant I would have to give up all my
favorite foods.

It is bias, motivations, polarization
and echo chambers that cause the real
problems around science acceptance.
And unfortunately, the simplified label
“anti-science” often covers up these
problems and prevents us
from communicating sci-
entific truth.

If we love science, then
we need to starting being
more scientific about sci-
ence denial.

[Troy Campbell is an assis-
tant professor of marketing
a the University of Oregon.]

SUPPOSEDLY NEUTRAL
INFORMATION
SPACES AND TRUTH
DAN KLYN
In monetized information
space, the truth isn’t over-
rated - it doesn’t rate at all.

Senator Ted Stevens
got it almost right: These
places aren’t so much a series of tubes
as they are a panoply of rectangles.
And from smartphone apps to televi-
sion studio sets, the arrangement of
the information in these rectilinear
spaces is set up to seem “neutral.”

Since the time of Vitruvius, West-
ern conceptions of space have taught
us that what'’s at the top is tops, the
utmost. This archaic spatial hierarchy
has followed us into digital space. Hor-
izontal streams of news and informa-
tion flow at the bottom without regard
to value. But what’s at the top of the
screen - that’s still special.

So, is this special space reserved
for what's most true? No, something
more important goes there - the con-
tent that's most likely to make money.

[Dan Klyn teaches information archi-
tecture at the University of Michigan.]
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Ensure safety of people from Northeast and also keep
an eye on their activities, Karna HM tells police

BENGALURU, SEP 9 (PTI): Kar-
nataka Home Minister Ramal-
inga Reddy today directed the
police to ensure the safety of
people from the Northeast in
the city while at the same time
“keep an eye” on their activities.

He said people from the
Northeast work in different
fields in the city and have

formed various associations.
“We need to give them pro-
tection. At the same time, we
need to keep an eye on them,”
Reddy said in his maiden address
to the police since taking over as
the home minister last week.
Regarding foreign students,
the home minister said they
indulge in “illegal activities” in

certain parts of the city which
should also be curbed.

Reddy’s remarks come in
the wake of stray attacks on
people from the Northeast
and also incidents involving al-
leged assault on people of Afri-
can origin some months back.

He also asked the police to
work towards ending ‘goonda-

ism’ from the city.

“I do not know how you are
going to end ‘goondaism’ but
you have to achieve it. Make
them run away from the state.
I do not want anti-social ele-
ments loitering around schools
and colleges and harassing
girls,” he said.

Reddy gave directions to

check money-lending business,
beggary, gambling, sale of psycho-
tropic drug substances, robbery
and extortion in the markets.

He also asked officers to re-
frain from civil dispute cases and
focus only on better policing.

He emphasised on
strengthening intelligence at
the police station level.

Spicejet adds

Festival prmotes
culture of North-
East India

Dibrugarh to

its network

NEw DELHI, SEP 9 (PTI):
Low-cost carrier Spice]et
today announced Dibru-
garh as the latest addition
to its domestic network
with daily flights on Sil-
char-Guwahati-Dibrugarh
route from October 3.

This makes the air-
line the first to offer daily
direct air connectivity
between Guwahati and
Dibrugarh, SpiceJet said
in a statement.

It will be offering an
all-inclusive  introduc-
tory fare of Rs 2,199 on
the Guwahati-Dibrugarh
route and Rs 1,898 on the
return leg.

With the new flights
SpiceJet will now operate
a total of 26 flights in and
out of North East and a
total of eight flights with-
in the region, it said.

SpiceJet serves 50
destinations, including 7
international ones with a
fleet of 35 Boeing 737NG
and 20 Bombardier
Q-400 aircraft.

3 Assam dlstrlcts stlll ﬂood affected

SEp 9 (PTI):

Three Assam districts were
still affected in the latest wave
of floods, which has claimed
75 lives.

An Assam State Disas-

ter Management Author-
ity (ASDMA) report said,
altogether 172 villages in
Morigaon,
Nagaon are affected with
Morigaon being the worst
hit.

Dhemaji and

Around 28,600 people

in the three districts are still
affected and 11,115 hectare
crop area inundated, the re-
port said.

No fresh death due to

the deluge has been report-
ed today.

As many as 159 people

have lost their lives in this
year’s floods.

While the Brahmaputra

was flowing above the dan-
ger mark at Nimatighat in
Jorhat, the Dhansiri river at
Numaligarh in Golaghat and
Jia Bharali river at NT Road
crossing in Sonitpur, the
ASDMA said.

Nadda seeks land from state to set
up hospital in north Bengal

ALIPURDUAR (WB), SEP
9 (PTI): Union Health
Minister ] P Nadda today
said the Centre would
provide funds to set up a
big hospital in north Ben-
gal if the state govern-
ment arranges for land
and other infrastructure.

Nadda, also a senior
BJP leader, said this to
reporters to a question
on setting up of big hos-
pitals like those in New
Delhi and south Indian
cities.

The minister who
was at Birpara in Ali-
purduar district to hold
‘Chintan shibir’ with lo-
cal BJP workers, also said
that the third phase of
Mission  Indradhanush

is complete and fourth
phase work in on.
Mission  Indradha-
nush is a central govern-
ment initiative to ensure
full immunisation of all
children in the country.
To a question, he said
that the Centre with as-
sistance from the state
government would tack-
le the menace of dengue.
Meanwhile, Wom-
en working as Auxiliary
Nurse Midwife (ANM)
under the union gov-
ernment today submit-
ted a memorandum to
Union Health Minister ]
P Nadda here demanding
that they be paid on a par
with their counterparts
in the state government.

Nadda, who was at
Birpara in Alipurduar
district to hold ‘Chintan
shibir’ with local BJP
workers, assured them to
look into the matter.

The ANM workers of
the central government
said they get a salary of
Rs 11,380 while their
counterparts ~ working
under the state gov-
ernment get around Rs
23,000.

The job profile of cen-
tral and state ANM staff
are the same, they said.

Local BJP leaders also
urged him to arrange for
a blood bank, operation
theatre and specialist
doctors at Birpara State
General Hospital.

Smoke in Drukair plane,passengers
evacuated at Kolkata airport

KoLKATA, SEP 9 (PTI):
A Paro-bound Drukair
plane, with 68 passen-
gers and crew members
on board, was evacuat-
ed after the command-
er received information
of smoke being emitted
from the aircraft at the
airport here today.

All the 61 passen-
gers were deplaned at
the tarmac itself through
emergency chutes soon
after the push back of the
aircraft this morning, Ne-
taji Subhas Chandra Bose
International Airport di-
rector Atul Dikshit said.

According to an Indi-
an Coast Guard release
here, its Commandant K

R Arjun and Deputy Com-
mandant Pankaj Mishra,
who were at its hanger,
saw smoke being emitted
from the aircraft soon
after it was pushed back
for taxiing and alerted
the authorities.

Coast Guard officials
provided first-aid to ap-
proximately 20 passen-
gers with bruises, cuts
and sprains, it said.

The Coast Guard
rushed its ambulance
unit and duty team, and
provided assistance to
the passengers and the
crew and guided them to
a safe apron area, the re-
lease added.

Subsequently,  sup-

port team of the Air-
ports Authority of India
reached the spot and
took over the formalities
of evacuating passengers
and further necessary
clearances.

The airport fire fight-
ing team could not im-
mediately ascertain the
cause of the smoke, the
airport director said said.

The Airbus A319 had
61 passengers and seven
crew members on board,
a source said, adding that
the aircraft was ground-
ed for further inspection.

Airline officials were
not immediately avail-
able for comments.

NEw DELH], SEP 9 (PTI):
A two-day festival to pro-
mote the art, culture, her-
itage, cuisine, handicrafts,
business and tourism of
North East India was in-
augurated here today.

‘North East Calling,
organised by the Min-
istry of Development of
North Eastern Region
(DoNER) under its ‘Desti-
nation North East’ series,
is showcasing the rich
heritage of the seven sis-
ters through their music,
dance, art and craft.

A music festival with
bands playing music
from the region, along
with a cultural night
featuring dances of the
north-eastern states
have been organised as
part of the festival.

Jitendra Singh, who
inaugurated the festival
at the India Gate lawns
here, appealed to the
public to come and visit
the festival and under-
stand the richness of cul-
ture of North East.

“Such events will not
only enrich the econo-
my and culture of North
Eastern region, but will
also bring the rest of In-
dia more closer to the
North East.

“These events, that
too in the heart of Na-
tional Capital, help the
artisans and people of
North East to showcase
their talent,” he said.

The development, up-
liftment and growth of
North East has been on
the priority of the gov-
ernment under the lead-
ership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, he added.

Singh also launched
‘North East Venture Fund’,
a joint initiative of Minis-
try of DoNER and North
Eastern Development Fi-
nance Corporation Ltd,
that seeks to promote en-
trepreneurship and start-
ups in the region.

The North East Tour-
ism Development Council
to promote sustainable
tourism in North East In-
dia, was also launched.

“The focus has not
only been bringing North
East closer to the rest of
country, but also to bring
rest of India closer to the
North East,” he said.

The festival also fea-
tures a handloom demo
show, exhibiting the
clothes of North-East, as
well as a range of food
stalls serving delicacies
from the seven states.

States red flag problem faced
by traders on GSTN portal

HYDERABAD, SEP 9 (PTI):
State finance ministers today
red flagged the glitches in the

white paper be brought out
on the preparedness of GSTN-
- the company which is the

Following that an Ordi-
nance to hike the cess rate
has been promulgated and
the GST Council will now

GST Network’s (GSTN) portal
faced by traders while filing
their maiden returns for July.

Ahead of the GST Coun-
cil’'s meeting here today, West
Bengal Finance Minister Amit
Mitra said even as GSTN said
that it can handle 3 billion
invoices, the glitches in the
portal show that GST was im-
plemented in haste.

The 21st meeting of the
GST Council is being held
here to discuss technology
glitches in GSTN portal, impo-
sition of higher cess on luxury
and SUV cars and reduction
tax rates on aboout two-doz-
en items.

Jammu & Kashmir Fi-
nance Minister Haseeb Dra-
bu said that the issues faced
by GSTN are operational and
technical, and these would
have happened even if the
GST was implemented a year
later.

Drabu suggested that a
group of ministers be formed
to look into issues faced by
taxpayers on GSTN portal.

Mitra suggested that a

technology backbone of GST.

Due to huge rush of July
GSTR-3B return filing on the
penultimate date, the GSTN
software witnessed glitches
and the last date of filing was
extended.

Also the date of final return
filing for GSTR-1 was extend-
ed to September 10 in view of
rush in invoice uploading.

State finance ministers
are also expected to raise var-
ious issues flagged by traders
and businesses in today’s
meeting.

So far, over 45 lakh GSTR-
3B, 17 lakh GSTR-1 and over
13 crore invoices have been
filed on GSTN portal.

Among other issues, the
council will discuss quantum
of hike in cess on a range of
cars from mid size to hybrid
variants.

The Council in its last
meeting on August 5 ap-
proved a hike in cess on
mid, large size cars, SUVs,
hybrid and luxury ones to
up to 25 per cent, from ear-
lier 15 per cent.

look at the quantum of hike
on such cars.

The council will also con-
sider lowering tax rates on
over two dozen products,
including idli/dosa batter,
dried tamarind, custard pow-
der and kitchen gas lighter
after anomalies in their fixa-
tions were pointed out.

The council will also for-
mulate a mechanism to deal
with businesses that are
deregistering their brands
post GST to avoid taxes.

The fitment committee
has proposed to the GST
Council to consider May 15,
2017, as the cut off date for
considering as a registered
brand for the purpose of levy
of GST, irrespective of wheth-
er or not the brand is subse-
quently deregistered.

Unbranded food items are
exempted from GST, whereas
branded and packaged food
items attract 5 per cent rate.

Hence, many business-
es are deregistering their
brands to avoid the levy.

run hospital last month, the
fourth arrest in the case.

Sudhir Pandey was named in
the FIR filed in the case and was
arrested from near Khajanchi
Chowk under the Shahpur po-
lice station area here last night
on a tip-off, Superintendent of
Police Anirudh Siddharth Pankaj
said today.

Pandey is the fourth accused
-- nine have been named in the
FIR -- to be arrested in connec-
tion with the case, the SSP said.

Investigating Officer
Abhishek Singh said Pandey
was produced in a court today
which sent him in 14-day judi-
cial custody.

He said a manhunt is on to ar-
rest the other accused.

Earlier, the police had ar-
rested the then principal of the
college Rajiv Mishra, his med-
ico-wife Purnima Shukla, and
Dr. Kafeel Khan, the then nodal
officer of the 100-bed Acute En-
cephalitis Syndrome (AES) ward
of the college.

Following the deaths, mostly
of infants, cases were registered

BRD college tragedy: Police
make 4th arrest, nab clerk

GORAKHPUR, SEP 9 (PTI): The
Uttar Pradesh police has nabbed
a clerk of the BRD Medical Col-
lege in connection with the death
of dozens of children at the state-

under various sections of the IPC,
Prevention of Corruption Act and
the Indian Medical Council Act
against nine people, including
the doctor couple, Dr Khan, an-
aesthetist Dr Satish, pharmacist
Gajanan Jaiswal,
Pandey, assistant clerk Sanjay
Kumar Tripathi and gas suppli-
ers Uday Pratap Singh and Man-
ish Bhandari.

Mishra was suspended as
principal of the medical col-
lege on August 12 after the
deaths were reported. He re-
signed the same day taking
moral responsibility.

There were allegations that
the deaths happened due to dis-
ruption in oxygen supply as the
vendor had not been paid for
several months.

While the Uttar Pradesh
government vehemently denied
that shortage of oxygen led to
the deaths, a high-power probe
committee headed by Chief Sec-
retary Rajive Kumar indicted
Mishra and others of laxity and
other charges.

The medical college attract-
ed global attention when more
than 60 children died at the
hospital within a span of a week
last month.

clerk Sudhir

Sarkar LF chief
ministerial candidate in
next assembly polls

AGARTALA, SEP 9 (PTI):
The CPI-M in Tripura
today said Manik Sark-
ar would return as chief
minister for the fifth con-
secutive term, if the rul-
ing Left Front wins next
year’s 60-member state
assembly elections.

“We have no doubt
about forming the next
government.

Manik Sarkar would
be the chief minister of
the eighth Left Front Gov-
ernment in Tripura. He is
physically strong and ca-
pable of running the gov-
ernment efficiently,” state
CPI-M secretary Bijan
Dhar told reporters here.

The state assembly
elections are scheduled
to be held in February
next year.

Replying to a ques-
tion, he said there is no
bar in the party constitu-
tion that a person would
not be able to contest
elections or hold the post
of chief minister for more
than two or three terms.

When his attention
was drawn to the fact

that senior party leader
Sitaram Yechuri was not
allowed to contest in the
Rajya Sabha for more
than two terms, Dhar
said it is the convention
in CPI-M that one mem-
ber would not contest
from from the RS for
more than two terms.
“Moreover, a party
general secretary cannot
hold any parliamentary
post because he is sup-
posed to concentrate
more on party building.
Harkishen Singh Surjeet
was elected as party gen-
eral secretary and nev-
er contested for a Rajya
Sabha seat,” Dhar said.
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waaaiew.  Man Utd can swagger to league title, says Mourinho

Mahadik’s wife
LONDON, SEP 9 (AFP): Jose

joins Army as
an Ofﬁcer Mourinho says recent histo-
ry proves it takes a defensive

CHENNAI, SEP 9 (PTI):

In an inspiring example | mindset to win the Premier

of grit and courage, the | League, although he insists

wife of Colonel Santosh | his Manchester United side
can buck that trend.

Mahadik, who was killed
In one of his by-now fre-

fighting terrorists in Jam-
mu and Kashmir nearly | quent and thinly veiled cri-
two years back, today | tiques of his former club
joined the army as an of- | Chelsea, Mourinho pointed
ficer after 11 months of | oyt that his successor An-
gruelling training. ) tonio Conte employed a de-
38-year-old Swati Ma- | fapce-first, counter- attacking
hadik, a mother of two, | g6 £ win last season’s title.
was commissioned in the And while the United man-
Army as an officer in the ager says his side are capable
Army Ordnance Corps. of following that example, he
.Her hqu.aI.ld Col Ma- also wants to ensure they play
hadik, a recipient of the | . . .
in a positive fashion.
Senaknllle((ijal for gallantry, “We try to play the best we
was Kkilled in an anti-ter- ” . . R
ror operation in Kupwara 53\2; &%‘xl?ﬁ;s}?l}?&n;‘:gﬁ
Lr;:gghz(l)(la;hmlr i No a pragmatic way, you see the
He was an officer from | 1ast winners O.f the Premier
the Army’s elite 21 Para | League, they did not play at-
Special forces and ac- tacking football.
“They played defensive
football and counter-attack

games and scoring 10 goals in
the process to top the table.

But, talking at United’s
Carrington training ground
on the eve of a potentially
difficult visit to Stoke City,
Mourinho insisted his team
are not afraid of a hard, defen-
sive battle.

“If one day to win we have
to play defensive football, we
have to do it,” said Mourinho.

“If we go to Stoke and
Stoke in some moments of the
match, they put us under pres-
sure and they are dominant,
we have to be humble and we
have to be pragmatic and we
have to face the reality.

“If you ask me, are we go-
ing to go there and play with
seven at the back, like some
teams do, five plus two? No,
we're not going to do that.
We're going to try and play
well and score goals. But if
our opponent is better than us
and dominant, we are humble
enough to transform our way

Mourinho has praised the
club’s management for leav-
ing him with a stable squad, in
contrast to a number of Unit-
ed’s rivals who have struggled
with the distractions created
by big-name stars coming to
the end of their contracts.

United have employed a
policy of adding an additional,
optional year at the end of all
deals, meaning that the only
players currently with less
than 12 months remaining on
their contracts are veterans
Zlatan Ibrahimovic and Mi-
chael Carrick.

Mourinho also praised
Everton manager Ronald
Koeman for his handling of
the controversy surround-
ing former United club cap-
tain Wayne Rooney following
his arrest and charge for a
drink-driving offence.

“I'mreally happy that Ron-
ald Koeman thinks in this sim-
ple way that I do too and has
already said he’s going to play
tomorrow,” said Mourinho.

results, that is the way to win
the Premier League.
“We try to play according

We try to play positive, we try
to play good, but we try to win.”
United, renowned for their

former manager Alex Fergu-
son, have made a strong start
to the Premier League season,

cording to his colleagues,
he was known for always

leading from the front.

Following her hus-
band’s footstep, Swati had
joined joined the Army’s
Officers Training Academy
(OTA) in October last year.

“Swati Mahadik was
today commissioned as an
officer after she complet-
ed her training at the OTA
in Chennai,” said a senior
Army officer, who did not
wish to be named.

He said Swati will join
the Army Ordnance Corps
in Pune.

Another woman --
Nidhi Dubey -- was also
commissioned as an offi-
cer today. Nidhi had also
lost her husband who was
a Naik in the Army.

Vasundhara
Raje launches
world’s first
processed

olive tea

JAIPUR, SEPTEMBER 9
(PTI): Rajasthan Chief
Minister Vasundhara
Raje today launched the
first processed olive tea,
produced from the olive
plants in Rajasthan.

The ‘Olitia’ tea has
been produced by Olitia
Foods Pvt Ltd following
an MoU signed between
the state government and
the company during the
Global Rajasthan Agritech
Meet 2016.

While launching the
tea Raje said this innova-
tive product would earn
an international identity
to the olive produced by
Rajasthan farmers.

She said that the state
government’s efforts for
promoting olive cultivation
in Rajasthan started yield-

football. So, according to the

to the qualities of our players.

swashbuckling style under

winning their opening three

of playing to play for a result.”

US Open men’s doubles
winners push equalit

New York, Sep 9 (AFP):
Dutchman  Jean-Julien
Rojer and Romania’s
Horia Tecau pressed for
social justice and racial
equality on Friday after
winning the US Open
men’s doubles title for
their second Grand Slam
crown.

The 12th-seeded duo
defeated Spanish 11th
seeds Feliciano Lopez
and Marc Lopez 6-4,
6-3 to win their first US
Open.

Their other Slam tro-
phy came at Wimbledon
in 2015.

After the triumph,
Rojer -- wearing a yellow
shirt bearing a drawing
of the Statue of Liberty
-- said the clothing was
inspired by last month’s
confrontation between
extreme right dem-
onstrators and count-
er-protestors in Charlot-
tesville, Virginia, that left
one person dead.

“The idea came af-
ter the tragic incident in
Charlottesville and we
came up with this line
promoting peace and
freedom and liberty,” Ro-
jer told spectators.

The Dutchman said
he has another shirt with

people locking arms in a
civil rights march.

“Hopefully we're
moving in that direction,”
Rojer said.

“I've been here since
I was 12 years old. It's a
great country. I'm happy
they let me in and that [
get to do my job here.

“Hopefully we’ll cre-
ate these opportunities
for everybody.”

His comments come
as US President Donald
Trump has tightened im-
migration policies and af-
ter he spoke of “very fine
people” on both sides in

Charlottesvile, shocking
even some political allies.

A violent white su-
premacist rally oppos-
ing removal of a statue
of General Robert E. Lee
sparked a global outcry
when neo-Nazis, Ku Klux
Klan supporters and oth-
ers openly marched and
confronted counter dem-
onstrators.

Heather Heyer, 32,
was killed and 19 others
injured when a far-right
supporter ran his car
into the crowd of counter
demonstrators.

“I just wanted to have

the conversation going
and promoting again,
just freedom and justice,
liberty for everybody on
gender issues, on racial
issues which we deal a
lot with in this country,”
Rojer said.

“I feel in tennis we
don’t say much about it,
but this is just tennis...
and especially I think it’s
symbolic to be here.”

Racial confrontations,
including African-Amer-
icans killed by white po-
lice officers, also bother
Rojer, who comes from
the Dutch Caribbean is-

land of Curacao.

“First time I noticed
color was when I came
to the US, sad to say that,
when I was 12, because
we don’t grow up with
that back home,” he said.

“It’s stuff I know that
goes on. | read the news
and I see a lot of unfair
stuff going on. Some of
these people don’t have
a voice to defend them-
selves and this kind of
stuff, but it just really
came about after Char-
lottesville and I thought
it was a good message.”

Tecau added that as
champion athletes they
had an obligation to
spread a message of ra-
cial equality and social
justice.

“We're viewed as role
models for a lot of the
people,” he said. “It’s nice
to send this message and
spread it, because you
have a lot of people that
look up to you.

“It's important to see
we're not just athletes
competing for Slams and
prize money and glory. In
the locker room, every-
body is the same. We're
all friends and all com-
pete against each other.

Nadal downs Del
Potro, faces Anderson
for US Open title

NEW YORK, SEP 9 (AFP):
Rafael Nadal moved one
win away from a third
US Open title and 16th
Grand Slam crown Friday
when he defeated wea-
ry Juan Martin del Potro
4-6,6-0,6-3,6-2.

The 31-year-old
Spaniard, the 2010 and
2013 champion in New
York, will be playing in
his 23rd Slam final and
third this year, looking to
add the US title to his re-
cord 10th French Open.

In Sunday’s final, the
world number one will
face 32nd- ranked Kevin
Anderson, the first South
African in the champion-
ship match in 52 years.

Anderson  reached
his maiden final at
the majors by beating
12th-seeded Pablo Car-
reno Busta of Spain 4-6,
7-5, 6- 3, 6-4.

For 2009 champion
Del Potro, Friday’s match
was one too many as the
physical and emotional
toll of seeing off Roger
Federer in four sets in
the previous round left
him spent.

“I have had an amaz-
ing season after some
tough moments with inju-
ries in recent years,” said

Nadal, who started 2017
by finishing runner-up to
Federer in Australia.

“It's a very emotional
year for me.Iam in the final
again and get the chance to
fight for another title which
is very important.”

Nadal said the key to
Friday’s win was a change
of tactics after the first
set. “I played too much to
his backhand and I felt he
was waiting for me there,”
said Nadal after his 15th
successive Grand Slam
semi-final win. I changed
itand it worked very well.
I made him move more
and make it all more un-
predictable.”

Nadal finished with
45 winners and 20 un-
forced errors to Del Po-
tro’s 23 and 40.

Despite a 4-0 winning
record over Anderson,
Nadal said he will not
underestimate his oppo-
nent on Sunday.

“He is a very dan-
gerous player with a big
serve and plays very well
on this surface. I have
known him since we
were 12.

“He’s had many inju-
ries but the way he has
come back is a great ex-
ample to the kids.”

CBI books 19 companies for sending over 400 crore abroad

The remittances were
sent in the name of foreign
suppliers who had opened ac-
counts in various banks in the
UAE, Hong Kong and Taiwan.
The remittances were routed
through HSBC, New York to
these banks, the CBI alleged.

“It is clear that this is a
case of money laundering
through shell companies and
there has been loss of foreign
exchange to the tune of Rs
421.58 crore to the country,”
it alleged.

each remittance in order to
circumvent the regulatory re-
quirements and applicability
of the RBI,” it said.

The CBI said there were
700 advance remittances
made for imports through var-
ious current accounts opened
during the period from Janu-
ary 2015 to May 2015 total-
ling to Rs 424.58 crore.

“All the advance remit-
tances were routed through
NOSTRO (account held by PNB
with a foreign bank in a foreign

account holders in the branch.

“.in furtherance of the
conspiracy, the above said
companies were sending for-
eign exchange to Hong Kong
without any genuine business
transactions,” the FIR, regis-
tered last evening, alleged.

It said the accounts thus
opened were used for the
purpose of sending advance
foreign remittances.

“The modus operandi was
that the customers got re-
mittances from various other

NEw DELHI, SEP 9 (PTI): The
CBI has registered a case against
19 companies which have sent
over Rs 424 crore in foreign
remittances through about 700
transactions, suspecting it to
be a case of money laundering
through shell companies.

Itis alleged that during the
year 2015, unidentified offi-
cials of Punjab National Bank
(PNB), Mint Street branch,
Chennai, entered into a crim-
inal conspiracy with 19 ac-
cused companies which were

ATK sign Spanish defender Jordi

KOLKATA, SEP 9 (PTI): Span-
ish defender Jordi Figueras
Montel became ATK'’s sixth
foreign recruit for the upcom-
ing season of the Indian Su-
per League, the two-time ISL
champions, announced today.

Jordi, who has played
as a central defender for La
Liga clubs like Celta, Real
Betis and Real Valladolid,
will strengthen the defence
of ATK.

Besides playing in top tier
Spanish league like Copa del

banks to their accounts by
way of RTGS (real time gross
settlement). The customer
presented their request with
a quotation issued by foreign
suppliers for 100 per cent ad-
vance remittances,” it said.

The customer made re-
quest for remittance to for-
eign supplier based on the
quotation, it alleged.

“The remittance amount
was kept in such a way that it
would not exceed the thresh-
old limit of USD 1 lakh for

currency) account maintained
with HSBC, New York,” it said.

The bank had found that
none of units were function-
ing at the available address.

The RTGS credits emanat-
ed mostly from some cred-
it cooperative societies, at
Mumbai and other places.

The RTGS transactions
were made by the remitter
through fictitious persons in
whose names accounts could
have opened in the co-opera-
tive societies in Mumbai.

ing positive outcomes.

The target of doubling
farmers’ income by 2020
could only be achieved by
implementing such inno-
vations, she said.

The chief minister
also tasted the olive tea
and praised it.

During this, she was
shown other agri-pro-
cessed products being
produced in Rajasthan.

She urged for bet-
ter marketing of such
agri-products so that the
hard working farmers
earn good returns.

State Agriculture Min-
ister Prabhulal Saini said
that being an antioxidant
and anti-diabetic drink,
the olitia tea is very good
for health.

He further shared
the details of increasing
trend of olive production
in the state.

Director of Olitia Foods
Dharampal Garhwal said
this was the world’s first
processed olive tea. Coun-
tries like UK, USA and
Gulf Countries had shown
deep interest into this
product, he said.
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said in a statement.

Jordi said he was de-
lighted to get a chance to
experience Indian football
through ATK.

“India is gaining popular-
ity in the global arena post
the onset of ISL as we are
being able to meet new fans
and play some exciting foot-
ball.  am eagerly looking for-
ward to getting to know my
teammates, contribute to our
game plan and earn many
fans from India,” said Jordi.

Rey and Russian premier di-
vision league Premier Liga
and Turkish Super Lig, Jordi
also played for Club Brug-
ge KV from the Belgian Pro
League which featured in the
UEFA Europa League.

“We welcome Jordi to our
ATK family. Our coaching
staff believes in his abilities
as a central defender and
feels he will be an ideal fit in
our scheme of things for the
upcoming season,” ATK prin-
cipal owner Sanjiv Goenka
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Turkey stops 40
Syrian migrants
from crossing

to Greece
IsTANBUL, SEP 9 (AP):
Turkish authorities say
40 Syrian migrants have
been stopped from ille-
gally crossing to Greece.
Turkey’s coast guard
says the migrants, among
them 18 children, were
stopped yesterday off the
western province of Izmir.
In footage filmed from
a coast guard boat, the
group is seen in a rubber
dinghy. As the coast guard
vessel approaches, one
man lifts and then brief-
ly lowers a small child
toward the sea, while
another man raises his
arms in prayer. The coast
guard then pulls in the
dinghy and transfers the
migrants to its boat.
Turkey and the Euro-
pean Union signed a deal
last year to curb the illegal
flow of migrants to Greece.
Turkey is host to more
than 3 million Syrians who
have fled the ongoing civil
war in their country.

Canada
extradites two
to India over

honour killing
MONTREAL, SEP 9 (AFP):
Canada’s Supreme Court
has ruled that two of its
citizens can be extradited
to India for their alleged
role in an honour killing
17 years ago.

Surjit Singh Badesha,
72, and Malkit Kaur Sid-
hu, 67, are wanted in con-
nection with the murder
of Jaswinder Kaur Sidhu,
who was 25 at the time of
her death.

The suspects, both Ca-
nadian citizens of Indian
origin, are the uncle and
mother of the slain woman.

Jaswinder Kaur Sid-
hu’s body was found with
her throat slit in June
2000 in Punjab state.

Indian  prosecutors
say that she was the vic-
tim of an honour Killing
planned by her mother
and uncle, who furiously
opposed the young wom-
an’s marriage to a poor
rickshaw driver, some-
thing the victim had kept
secret for a year.

After revealing her
marriage to her family,
the victim reportedly
flew from Canada to In-
dia to reunite with her
husband, Mithu Sidhu.

The couple was later
attacked as they rode a
scooter in a village near
Sangrur, Punjab in June
2000. Her husband was
severely beaten and left for
dead while Sidhu was kid-
napped and later killed.

Rohingya exodus to Bangladesh nears 3,00,000

Cox’s BAZAR (BANGLAADESH), SEP
9 (AFP): Nearly 300,000 Rohingya
Muslims have fled Myanmar’s Rakh-
ine state into Bangladesh in the 15
days since new violence erupted, the

United Nations said today.

The figure has jumped about

20,000 in a day.

“Some 290,000 Rohingya arrived
in Bangladesh since August 25, said
Joseph Tripura, a spokesman for the

UN refugee agency.

Officials said the UN has found
more Rohingya in villages and areas
which were previously not included

by relief agencies.

Most of the Rohingya are arriving
by foot or boat across Bangladesh’s
278 kilometre (172 mile) border
with Myanmar, a fourth of which is

made up by the Naf river.

The UN said there was a sharp
increase in arrivals on Wednesday,
when more than 300 boats arrived

in Bangladesh.

On Thursday the UN had put the

number at 164,000.

The Rohingya have long been

nies them citizenship.

overwhelmed.

monsoon rains.

The latest figure takes the num-
ber of Rohingya refugees who have
arrived in Bangladesh since violence
erupted last October to 377,000.

Those flocking into Bangladesh
have given harrowing accounts of
killings, rape and arson by Myan-
mar’s army. The Myanmar authori-
ties deny any wrongdoing.

Most have walked for days and
the United Nations says many are
sick, exhausted and in desperate
need of shelter, food and water.

subjected to discrimination in Bud-
dhist majority Myanmar, which de-

Myanmar’s government regards
them as illegal migrants from Ban-
gladesh, even if they have lived in the
country for generations.

Refugee camps near Bangla-
desh’s border with Myanmar already
had about 300,000 Rohingya before
the upsurge in violence and are now

The tens of thousands of new ar-
rivals have nowhere to shelter from

Mass exodus as Hurricane Irma eyes

Miami, SEP 9 (AFP): After
laying waste to several Carib-
bean islands, Hurricane Irma
was barreling today towards
Florida, where some 5.6
million people faced orders
to evacuate as the monster
storm made landfall in Cuba.

Irma - which has killed at
least 19 people and devastated
thousands of homes in the Ca-
ribbean - made landfall late yes-
terday on the Camaguey Archi-
pelago of Cuba as a maximum-
strength Category 5 storm.

The hurricane weakened
slightly to a Category 4 hours
later, swirling some 245 miles
(395 kilometers) away from
Miami and packing still pow-
erful  maximum sustained
winds of 155 miles per hour,
according to the US National
Hurricane Center.

In Cuba officials reported
“significant damage” in parts of

More than a million people
on the Caribbean’s largest is-
land have evacuated as a pre-
caution, authorities said.

Irma is expected to strike
the Florida Keys late today and
tomorrow before moving in-

“Irma remains an extreme-
ly dangerous hurricane!”
tweeted the National Weather
Service early today.

“It's not too late to get
off the Keys!!!” the agency
said. “You still have time, this

vision of Emergency Manage-
ment some 5.6 million resi-
dents have been ordered to
evacuate - nearly a quarter of
the state population.

Warning that Irma would
be worse than Hurricane An-

should prepare to flee.

“If you're in an evacuation
zone, you should be very cau-
tious, you should get out now,”
Governor Rick Scott told CNN.
“This is a powerful storm big-
ger than our state.”

Bumper-to-bumper  traffic
was snaking north out of the pen-
insula, with mattresses, gas cans
and kayaks strapped to car roofs.

North of the Keys, in Mi-
ami Beach, 82-year-old Cu-
ban- American Orlando Reyes
had suddenly to flee his assist-
ed living facility.

“It is frightening,” he told
AFP at a shelter in Miami.

“We had to leave without a
cent, without taking a bath, or
bringing anything.”

The storm ravaged a series
of tiny islands before slam-
ming into the Virgin Islands
and Puerto Rico.

French state-owned rein-

Florida, batters Cuba

to homes, vehicles and busi-
nesses in the territories of
Saint Martin and Saint Barts.

“Houses are smashed, the
airport is out of action,” Saint
Barts resident Olivier Tous-
saint told AFP.

“Upside-down cars are in
the cemeteries. Boats are sunk
in the marina, shops are de-
stroyed.” Meteorologists mean-
while were closely monitoring
two other Atlantic storms.

Jose, another powerful
Category 4 storm, was head-
ing towards the same string
of Caribbean islands Irma has
pummeled in recent days.

Katia made landfall in
eastern Mexico late yesterday
- just as the country was grap-
pling with its worst earth-
quake in a century - as a Cat-
egory 1 hurricane.

It was later downgraded
to a tropical storm but was

the island’s center without pro-
viding further details, but said
there were not yet casualties.

land, and many residents have
joined a mass exodus amid in-
creasingly dire alerts to leave.

morning, to get out! Please,
the Keys are not safe.”
According to Florida's Di-

drew - which killed 65 people
in 1992 - Florida’s governor
said all 20.6 million Floridians

surer CCR estimated Irma had
caused 1.2 billion euros (USD
1.4 billion) worth of damage

still bringing rains that could
bring “life-threatening flash
floods and mudslides.”

Few smart cities will not make big difference, VP

RANCHI, SEPT 9 (PTI):
Vice President M Venkaiah
Naidu today said unless
all cities are made smart it
will not make a “big differ-
ence” to the country and
for this the partcipation of

the people and stake hold-
ers is important.
“Only one Ranchi

Smart City or hundred
smart cities in the coun-
try will not make a big
difference unless all the
cities of the country are
made smart. But for this
purpose the participa-
tion of all the people and
stake holders is import-

ant,” Naidu said after
bhoomi puja was held for
the Ranchi Smart City.
“Ranchi will be the
first Greenfield Smart City
of the country where IT,
beauty, duty and security
everything will be avail-
able and so Ranchi Smart
City will not only be a
lighthouse for Jharkhand
but it will be a lighthouse
for the entire country,” the
vice president said.
Stating that the situa-
tion in the country must
change, Naidu said, elec-
tricity comes and goes
erratically and this old

concept must go. “All the
places and houses must
have 24x7 electricity.”

He said, many de-
veloped countries have
achieved it so why should
India be behind?

Naidu said that look-
ing into the development
of such countries, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
has brought in such futur-
istic plans in the country.

The vice president
said that local bureaucra-
cy, local bodies and politi-
cians must work together
taking on board the com-
mon people to fulfill the

ambitious projects.

Naidu asked the au-
thorities to develop smart
city in such a way that it
should have both parks
and parking facilities.
Recycling of waste water
should be done so that it
can be used for gardening
and factories, he said.

He said, in the smart
city there should be traf-
fic free zone, more and
more solar energy should
be used, energy-efficient
street lights should be
used there should be pe-
destrian path and more
over there should be a

separate cycle track.
Waste management
system, efficient edu-
cation system, efficient
traffic system and health
amenities are parts of
smart cities, he said.
Naidu  said, there
should be arrangement for
advanced weather fore-
casting in the smart cities.
The vice president
said, people of Jharkhand
are fortunate to have good
weather condition, green-
ery, labourious people and
40 per cent of the coun-
try’s mineral resources.
Naidu said, the initial

amount of Rs 500 crore
from the central govern-
ment and additional Rs
500 crore by the local body
make only Rs 1000 crore
which cannotdo much fora
smart city. And that is why
the Union government has
planned to develop smart
cities on the public-private
partnership.

Under the scheme,
private companies and
foreign companies can
help and participate in
the development of such
cities, he said.

While reviewing Ran-
chi Smart City project with

Chief Minister Raghubar
Das and the state govern-
ment authorities today,
Naidu said, he suggested
to the state government
to appoint a CEO for the
project and he was told
that the CEO would be ap-
pointed within a week.

Naidu said that such
an ambitious project
must be executed with
transparency, —account-
ability and participation
from the people. And if
this mode is adopted,
the people will always be
ready to contribute in the
form of taxes.

Contact

GENERAL LAND
FOR SALE:
Roadside plots
(general land)
available for sale
at Adampool,
east Sikkim.

9434117687 for
further details
and to arrange
Site visits.

1st Prize Rs.61 Lakhs/- 84D 66117
(Including Super Prize Amt)

2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
03115 03120 06623 07367 13174
13565 15861 26057 57616 76572
3rd Prize Rs.9000/-
09527 39548 43714 49220 52306
53031 56781 68024 92373 94969
4th Prize Rs.1000/-

Sth Prize Rs.500/-

6th Prize Rs.250/-

Issued by:

Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 66117 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)

0218 2738 2917 4708 5352 6557 7230 8402 8458 8883

2338 4609 4697 5083 5775 6485 8042 8391 8748 8929

0042 0139 0164 0269 0341 0354 0393 0609 0610 0704
0994 1020 1174 1178 1192 1195 1279 1412 1543 1561
1588 1620 1901 2082 2156 2157 2498 2506 2714 2729
2786 2899 3054 3111 3288 3385 3399 3437 3448 3486
3501 3545 3899 4184 4205 4279 4361 4624 4838 5033
51515152 5271 5346 5419 5507 5566 5599 5653 5657
5672 5696 5719 5728 5782 5789 5938 5941 5955 6354
6384 6512 6574 6745 6890 6964 6981 6986 7150 7287
7379 7453 7459 7477 7614 7744 7773 8345 8484 8543
8580 8726 8891 8973 9060 9102 9448 9549 9728 9897

NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES

DEAR OSTRICH EVENING
Draw Time : 8:00 pm onward
Draw No:6 DrawDate on:09/09/17

The Director,Nagaland State Lotteries,Kohima,Nagaland

For Result,Please Visit : www.nagalandlotteries.com
KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE

(Including Super Prize Amt)

2nd Prize Rs.9500/-

3rd Prize Rs.9000/-

4th Prize Rs.1000/-

5th Prize Rs.500/-

6th Prize Rs.250/-

Issued by :

SIKKIM

DEAR PRIZED MORNING

Draw No:1 DrawDate on:09/09/17
1st Prize Rs.61 Lakhs/- 91L 38534

Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 38534 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)

04626 12103 12802 35814 44577
51022 59704 66782 78090 88186

04142 16823 16846 29777 31605
33955 34757 49124 51606 54137

0462 1700 3200 3567 3952 4341 6381 7325 8064 8794

1063 1841 3125 3373 5374 5915 8375 9331 9454 9864

0098 0099 0232 0239 0380 0748 0777 1492 1505 1711
1778 1860 1861 1872 1939 1992 2157 2170 2284 2398
2607 2655 2764 2816 3001 3076 3121 3126 3203 3318
34723672 3760 3776 3894 3970 4180 4213 4528 4803
4949 5075 5090 5105 5148 5576 5585 5623 5658 5707
5756 5762 5892 5895 5917 6065 6181 6237 6258 6273
6375 6441 6490 6597 6614 6648 6663 6681 6756 6931
6934 6957 6995 7034 7156 7275 7410 7504 7507 7785
7956 8088 8094 8163 8379 8445 8479 8661 8668 8853
9043 9127 9328 9573 9631 9656 9729 9762 9794 9930

The Director , Sikkim State Lotteries , Gangtok
Please Visit : www.sikkimlotteries.com

TELOTTERIES

DEAR GENTLE

Draw No:6 DrawDate on:09/09/17
1st Prize Rs.61 Lakhs/- 83D 27536

(Including Super Prize Amt)

Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 27536 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)

2nd Prize Rs.9500/-

13346 18696 20821 51272 54064
60345 62557 66407 80824 90429

3rd Prize Rs.9000/-

01663 01735 05510 21379 24974
28604 36781 48514 50918 78814

4th Prize Rs.1000/-

0738 1431 1889 3961 4094 4344 4503 9009 9155 9902

5th Prize Rs.500/-

03190388 0519 2818 4286 4511 5322 8038 8258 8311

6th Prize Rs.250/-

0042 0216 0252 0265 0281 0285 0384 0582 0611 0622
06410721 0802 0811 0924 0928 0950 0957 1130 1321
15321782 1827 1861 1921 2017 2033 2078 2102 2105
2209 2214 2289 2453 2461 2486 2519 2568 2663 2667
26702714 2739 2805 2922 3101 3148 3399 3416 3599
38114073 4196 4273 4874 4899 5310 5675 5944 6220
6266 6299 6437 6487 6658 6715 6734 7070 7217 7219
7307 7344 7357 7473 7545 7610 7636 7672 7812 7828
7890 7908 7983 7988 8134 8239 8421 8492 8829 8832
8846 9033 9269 9433 9456 9460 9764 9867 9943 9950
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* KIM KARDASHIAN WEST
SLAMS SURROGATE RUMOURS

he 36-year-old reality

star - who already has
North, four, and Saint, 21
months, with her rapper
spouse - has “seen a lot of
things” being reported about
her rumoured third child
which is she is thought to be
having via a surrogate, but
has slammed the speculation,
saying the family will let the
world know “when [they’re]
ready”.

Speaking to E! News, Kim
said: “I've definitely seen a lot
of things, we’'ve never con-

firmed anything. So, I think
when we’re ready to talk
about it we will, and I think
it's super invasive when peo-
ple are just ... So many details
out there, and like I've never
heard this, I've never heard
this. Like whatever. We have
not confirmed it, and that’s
that. I'll let you know when
we're ready.”

Recently, it was reported
the rumoured surrogate is
carrying a baby girl for the
pair, which is thought to be
arriving in January 2018.

A source said: “They are

so excited about their future

=]

baby girl. They can’t wait
to add a new addition to
their family and are just
so incredibly happy.”

The insider also
claimed that the ‘Keeping
Up with the Kardashians’
star and the ‘Famous’
rapper - who have been
married since 2014 -
have been extremely in-
volved in the pregnancy
so far.

They added: “Kim
and Kanye have been in-
credibly involved in the
surrogate process. Kim
has been super adamant

[ e _ S
that the surrogate sticks to a
healthy diet.

“Kim and Kanye both
want the healthiest baby pos-
sible and are making sure the
surrogate is abiding by the
routine they’ve set for her”

Kim was advised against
getting pregnant again by
doctors after the birth of her
youngest child Saint, as she
had suffered life-threatening
complications with both of
her previous pregnancies.

« [T MOVIE GETS A SEQUEL

he new IT movie opened

yesterday and by all ac-
counts the flick is pretty good
as it currently sits at 90% at
Rotten Tomatoes.

Movie theater chains are
also hoping IT performs well
at the box office as this Sum-

OUT & ABOUT! Leona Lewis looks in great spirits as she
heads to lunch in Beverly Hills in high-waisted statement
flares and a tiny white crop top...

mer has been pretty slow; IT
is expected to rake in around
$60-70 million for its open-
ing weekend.

More good news comes
in that you won't have to
wait another 27 years for IT
to return as word of a sequel
comes from THR.

The site reports the IT
sequel is in the works at
New Line Cinema with one
of the screenwriters on IT,
Gary Dauberman, returning
in addition to director Andy
Muschietti.

The report also mentions
the IT sequel is being re-
ferred to as “Chapter Two.”

It is now in theater star-
ring Bill Skarsgard as Pen-
nwise the Clown, Finn Wolf-
hard, Owen Teague, Jaeden
Lieberher, Nicholas Hamil-

+ WHY IS HRITHIK RO-
SHAN NOT REACTING
TO KANGANA RANAUT’S
ALLEGATIONS?
Kangana Ranaut has been
in the news for quite some
time now. Everyone is pret-
ty aware about Kangana and
Hrithik Roshan’s ugly spat.
Kangana’s recent explosive in-
terview with Rajat Sharma has
gone viral on the internet as
she spoke about her Krrish 3’s
co-star Hrithik Roshan and her
alleged relation-
ship with him,
Aditya Pancholi,
among others. Her recent
outburst of her past has cer-
tainly angered many from the
film fraternity.

For the uninitiated, all
this started when Kanagana,
in one of her interviews, re-
ferred to Hrithik Roshan as a
‘silly ex’, post which the actor
took to Twitter to tweet that
he will rather have an affair
with the Pope than to date a
woman who he’s been linked
up with by the media. The ac-
tor also sent a notice to Kan-
gana asking her to apologise
for referring to him as a ‘silly
ex’ in media. From there on,
things have escalated - emails
were made public, legal notic-
es were exchanged and accu-
sations were made.

Well, if you may have no-
ticed, Hrithik has been avoid-
ing questions by the media
that are related to this con-
troversy while Kanagana has
been extremely vocal about
her side of the story. If you're
wondering, the reason be-
hind Hrithik’s silence is that
he is guilty of his mistakes,
then you're absolutely wrong.
Hrithik does not feel the need
to explain his side of the story
and also has been maintaining
silence as his lawyers have ad-
vised him to be shut about this
topic, according to reports.

« HAPPY BIRTHDAY AKSHAY
KUMAR: GOLD’S NEW POST-
ER UNVEILED

Bollywood superstar Ak-

shay Kumar, who is on a
golden run in his film career,
turned 50 on Saturday, and
treated his fans to a poster of
his upcoming film Gold on the
occasion.

“Every cloud has a silver

. . biggest fears

BOLLY BUZLA

ton, Steven Williams, Megan
Charpentier, Sophia Lillis,
Wyatt Oleff, Jeremy Ray Tay-
lor, Stephen Bogaert, Ari Co-
hen, Jack Grazer, Chosen Ja-
cobs and Javier Botet.

When children be-
gin to disappear in the
town of Derry, Maine,
a group of young Kids
are faced with their
when
they square off against
an evil clown named
Pennywise, whose
history of murder and
violence dates back for
centuries.

« LADY GAGA SAYS

SHE'S TAKING A ‘REST'

FROM MUSIC AFTER TOUR
he pop star was at in

“but it’s liberating too.”

She later told The Associ-
ated Press that she will finish
her current tour, which runs
through December, and then
take some time for herself.

“When this tour is over
I will take a little down-

time from myself, and then
I'll get back to doing what I
love,” she said. “I'm never not
making music. I'm never not
creating. I just am excited to
spend some time reflecting
on that past ten years
and getting excited
about what I want to
create next.”

The singer said at
the earlier press con-
ference that she’ll still
be creating during a
break from music. “It
doesn’t mean I don’t
have some things up
my sleeve,” said Gaga.

Gaga recently shot
a remake of “A Star
is Born,” co-starring
Bradley Cooper.

Toronto for a pair of
concerts and to premiere a
Netflix documentary about
herself, “Gaga: Five Foot
Two.” The film, playing at the
Toronto International Film
Festival, chronicles her life,
February’s Super Bowl per-
formance and her struggle
with chronic pain.

Gaga teared up speaking
to reporters about her health
issues. “It’s hard,” she said,
lining but with your love, my
clouds got a lining of gold.
As my age turns gold, here’s
the poster of a film close to
my heart,” Akshay shared on
Twitter along with the poster.

Gold, backed by Excel En-
tertainment and directed by
Reema Kagti, is about India’s
first Olympic medal win as a
free nation in the year 1948
at the 14th Olympic Games at
London. It will release on In-
dependence Day, 2018.

In sync with
the theme, the
poster features
Akshay’s side profile caught in
a golden circle. It is superim-
posed on the iconic Olympic
rings and XIV Olympiad Lon-
don 1948.

10th September
WORLD HISTORY
1588: Thomas Cavendish re-
turned to England, becoming
the third man to circumnavi-
gate the globe.1882: The first

international conference to
promote anti-Semitism met in
Dresden Germany.

1894: London taxi driver
George (“Mac”) Smith became
the first man to be fined for
drunk driving.

1914: The six-day Battle of
the Marne ended, and the Ger-
man advance into France was
stopped.

1977: Convicted murderer
Hamida Djandoubi, a Tunisian
immigrant, became the last
person to date to be executed
by the guillotine in France.
1984: British scientist Alec Jef-
freys and colleagues discovered
that x-ray images of bits of DNA
showed patterns unique to in-
dividuals.

TH DAl

INHSTORY

Dr. RAJEN UPADHYAY
Assistant Professor in History,
Namchi Govt. College
INDIAN HISTORY
1872: Ranjitsinghji, famous
cricketer who played for the
English cricket team and the
ruler of Nawanagar, is born.
1887: Govind Ballabh Pant, the
second Chief Minister of United
Province and the first Chief Min-
ister of Uttar Pradesh, born in
Khoont village on the slopes of
Shyahi Devi hill near Almora.
1923: Popular Bengali play-
wright, story writer and poet
Sukumar Ray passed away in
Moshua (now in Bangladesh).
1976: Indian airlines plane
Boeing 737 was hijacked from
Palam Airport Delhi by group of
6 people from Kashmir headed
by Syed Abdul Hameed Dewani.
The plane was landed to Lahore
Airport to refuel and all the hi-
jackers were arrested and were
extradited to India.

The tagline reads: ‘The
Dream That United A Nation’,
and behind the film’s title is a
sprawling stadium.
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ARIES: If someone you know is
going through a rough time, Aries,
they could come to you for support
or advice. People see you as genu-
inely concerned and a good friend,
especially when times are tough.
You’ve probably earned their re-
spect through your caring and
helpfulness. By being such a good
friend, you’re surrounded by peo-
ple who will be there for you when
you need them.

TAURUS: With some leisure time
on your hands, you’ll find an op-
portunity to start fresh in some area
that has challenged you, Taurus.
Find the courage to examine your
attitudes toward adverse situations.
Armed with your new knowledge,

THE DAY AHEAD

you might have a new insight that
allows you to approach an old
problem in a different way. You’ll
discover that you have more power
than you thought.

GEMINI: Today you might want to
try something completely new, Gem-
ini. If you’ve never done this before,
why not try expressing yourself
through dance? Even if you’re con-
vinced you have two left feet, you
might be surprised. Whatever your
style, there’s a type of dance you can
do, whether it’s as simple as the twist
or as flamboyant as flamenco. You’ll
feel great, and it’s good exercise.
CANCER: If you’re not already
so inclined, Cancer, why not try
expressing yourself through song?

Even if you’re convinced you have
a tin ear, you might be surprised at
what happens if you just let your-
self go. Do you feel silly singing
out loud? Then be silly. Ham it up
and have some fun. Even if you’re
tone deaf, you’ll have a great time,
and that sort of feeling is infectious.
LEO: Leo, you may discover today
that you have a talent for something
you've never even thought about
before. If you always stick to what
you know, how will you ever expe-
rience anything new? Trying this
unexplored area doesn’t mean you
have to excel in it. As long as you're
completely absorbed and having fun,
you’ll enjoy a positive experience.
Don’t shy away from this. Go with it!

VIRGO: It’s a new day, Virgo, a
good day to let your caring side
show. Take the time to smile and
chat with as many people as you
can. They will be drawn to your
friendly personality and you’ll all
enjoy your time together. If some-
one is having a rough day, let him
or her know you care. Spend a few
minutes listening to the problem
and show you really understand.

LIBRA: Today brings the oppor-
tunity to see things as they are and
not as you’d like them to be. It’s
casy to fool yourself sometimes,
but you can only get away with that
for so long before the truth comes
out. There comes a time when you
need to face things. Any time is an

excellent time to start fresh. Take
your time and trust in yourself.
SCORPIO: Today your creativity
might be stimulated by some free
time, Scorpio. You can try and save
it for later, but you may not feel the
same way then. Try to apply your
creativity to a faster or more effi-
cient way to do a particular job or
make a dull job more exciting. If
you can’t give in to that urge now,
write down your ideas and plan to
return to them soon.
SAGITTARIUS: You probably
have a knack for listening to oth-
er people and noticing when they
need help or a shoulder to cry on,
Sagittarius. Today may be excel-
lent for you to help another person

out. Consider going the extra mile
by lending a hand to those around
you who are in need. Show your
extraordinary caring ability and be
a true friend. Make someone smile.
CAPRICORN: It’s possible that
someone will question your mo-
tives or wonder whether or not
you’re genuine, Capricorn. Don’t
take it the wrong way. You don’t
take everything at face value either.
Show your sincerity by following
through and sticking by your word.
If you can’t avoid going back on
your word, explain the situation to
the person involved. This will show
that you’re sincere.

AQUARIUS: Today’s a good day
to work toward the goals you've

set, Aquarius. The aspect of the day
influences your ability to focus on
the necessary steps to achieve what
you want. No goal is too big! Each
step you take toward it will give
you focus and improve your life.
As time goes by, you’ll discover
that what previously seemed out of
reach is now within your grasp.

PISCES: You may watch the clock
today, Pisces. It can be hard to fo-
cus on tasks when you’re thinking
about relaxing, but do your best.
You won’t get through your tasks
any faster if you’re unfocused. You
might even sabotage what you’re
doing if you’re distracted. You don’t
want to make more work for your-
self than what you started with.
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