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N  D , F  8 (PTI): 
There have been no new 
developments at the 
face-off site with China in 
Doklam and its vicinity 
and status quo prevails 
in the area, the govern-
ment said today.

External Affairs Min-
ister Sushma Swaraj 
said in a written reply 
to a question in the Ra-
jya Sabha that India had 
consistently maintained 
that it was only through 
diplomatic channels that 
differences on such mat-
ters could be addressed.

“On the basis of per-
sistent diplomatic com-
munications, disengage-
ment of Indian and Chi-
nese border personnel 
in the Doklam area was 
accomplished on August 
28 last year,” she said.

There have been no 
developments at the 
face-off site and its vicin-
ity since the disengage-
ment, she added.

“The status quo pre-
vails,” Swaraj said.

There were reports 
last month that China is 
building a full- ledged 
military complex in 
Doklam near Sikkim.

Responding to an-
other question on China 
trying to build a road in 
Arunachal Pradesh, Min-
ister of State for External 
Affairs V K Singh said an 
Indian Army patrol had 
observed three civilians 
believed to be Chinese 
nationals carrying out 
track construction in the 
Shiyung La area in Upper 
Siang district on Decem-
ber 28 last year.

“The three civilians 
returned to the Chinese 
side of the Line of Actual 
Control (LAC) on seeing 
the patrol,” he said.

In accordance with 
agreed modalities, a lag 
meeting was arranged to 
discuss the intrusion and 
the Chinese side admit-
ted that the three civil-
ians had crossed the LAC 
and agreed to withdraw 
their equipment immedi-
ately, he added.

In response to a ques-
tion on whether China had 
stopped providing infor-
mation regarding the low 
of Himachal Pradesh’s 
Parchu river, Singh said 
Beijing gives New Delhi 
hydrological data on the 
Brahmaputra (known as 
Yarlong Zangbo in China) 
and Sutlej river (Langqen 
Zangbo of which Parechu 
is a tributary) during lood 
seasons under the existing 
bilateral MoU.

“The Chinese side 
did not provide the hy-
drological information 
with respect to either of 
these two rivers in 2017. 
The issue has been tak-
en up the Chinese side, 
who have conveyed that 
non-provision of data 
was due to technical rea-
sons,” he said.

Singh added that the 
government continues to 
monitor the water low 
in trans-border rivers, in-
cluding the Sutlej, for ear-
ly detection of any abnor-
mality so that corrective 
and preventive measures 
are taken to safeguard the 
livelihood of the people in 
these regions.

Status quo in Doklam: 
Sushma Swaraj

SDF asks 
Mamata 
to focus on 
resolving 
Darj 
problem 
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 08 F :

Sikkim Democratic 
Front has asked West 

Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee to fo-
cus on resolving trou-
ble at home rather than 
point ingers at Sikkim. 
This is in response to Ms 
Banerjee’s allegation that 
Sikkim was fomenting 
trouble in Darjeeling for 
its own bene it.

A press release from 
SDF spokesperson, Bhim 
Dahal states that the 
people of Darjeeling hills 
have been demanding 
Gorkhaland for more 
than 100 years now. 

Unrest in Darjeeling 
always disrupts move-
ment along NH10 which 
is Sikkim’s lifeline and 
the state has to suffer 
huge losses due to this, 
the release states. 

As a neighbour Sik-
kim wants the problems 
of Darjeeling to be re-
solved, the release men-
tions further adding that 
Mamata Banerjee should 
not shirk her responsibil-
ities by blaming Sikkim 
for unrest in the Hills.

SMRITA KHAWAS 
D , 08 F :

West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee 

today called an all party meet-
ing in Darjeeling Raj Bhavan 
to discuss the development of 
the Hills. 

After the meeting, Ms Ba-
nerjee told the media that the 
meeting was ‘fruitful’. 

She said that she has 
appointed many former 
Gorkhaland Personnel (GLP) 
and various annual sports 
winners in the West Bengal 
Civil Police. 

“I want Darjeeling to be 
peaceful and Darjeeling is one 
of the most beautiful places 
in the world which is why its 
peace should be preserved,” 

she added. 
She further stated that 

development in Darjeeling 
will not be stopped under any 

circumstances and called for 
unity among the political par-

ties in the Hills. 
“Let us forget what hap-

pened yesterday for a better 
tomorrow,” she said.

The meeting was also at-
tended by members from 
Gorkhaland Territorial Ad-
ministration, Gorkha Nation-
al Liberation Front and other 
political parties along with 
board members.  

Ms Banerjee said that an 
industrial meeting to discuss 
Darjeeling’s potential in In-
formation Technology, Horti-
culture, Agriculture, Tourism 
and Home Tourism will be 
held in March. 

She also announced a 
board meeting to be held in 
Kalimpong in May.

Ms Banerjee further as-

sured to work towards the de-
velopment of the Hills start-
ing with the establishment of 
a university. 

She also assured to clear 
the pending salaries of all the 
teachers soon. 

Current GTA chief and 
Gorkha Janamukti Morcha 
leader Binay Tamang in a 
press statement has said that 
the Chief Minister has assured 
that the Government of West 
Bengal will send another let-
ter to the Central Government 
for the inclusion of 11 Gorkha 
communities [Bhujel, Gurung, 
Mangar, Newar, Jogi, Khas, 
Rai, Sunwar, Thami, Yakhha 
(Dewan) and Dhimal] in the 
Scheduled Tribe List. The 

Forget yesterday for better tomorrow, says
Mamata at all-party meet in Darj

WANGCHUK BHUTIA
T , 08 F :
“THE PEOPLE OF Sik-
kim have given me the 
responsibility of safe-
guarding Sikkim and the 
rights of its people and 
I will do my best for Sik-
kim and its people,” Chief 
Minister Pawan Chamling 
said while addressing the 
people at Tuming Barang 
in East Sikkim today af-
ter laying the foundation 
stone of Parshuram stat-
ue to be built at Tumin 
Barang under Tumin-Lin-
gee Constituency.

The Chief Minister 
also talked about dif-
ferent pilgrimage cen-
ters being developed in 
Sikkim under the state 
government’s develop-
ment scheme. He further 
announced that only Sik-
kimese pandits will be 
given the responsibility 
of Sikkim’s temples.

“My priority is that 
my people should not be 
misled or misguided,” he 
added. The Chief Minister urged the people not to 

believe in rumors spread 
by opposition parties. He 
further urged the youth 
to branch into politics.

Highlighting the 
creamy layer concept 
in reservation for Oth-
er Backward Classes 
[OBCs], the CM said that 
the facilities will be given 
to the downtrodden and 
needy and will not be giv-
en to the rich with annual 

income of more than Rs 
08 lakh.     

The government has 
established 80 organic 
stalls in Gangtok where 
those interested can sell 
their organic produce, 
he informed. He directed 
the interested sellers to 
contact their respective 
area MLAs for selling 
their organic produce in 
the organic stalls.

Earlier, the Chief 
Minister was accorded 
a warm welcome with 
Sankha Dhawani by 108 
Brahmins, after which he 
laid the Foundation Stone 
of Parshuram Dham. He 
also participated in the 
Arati, Pushpanjali and 
Medha Hawan before of-
fering garland on the por-
trait of Lord Parshuram.

The 54 ft high Statue 
will be the biggest and 
tallest statue of Lord 
Parshuram and will have 
elaborate infrastructure 
supporting the main stat-
ue. The entire complex 

Chief Minister lays foundation stone
of Parshuram statue at Tumin

Nepal’s 
leftists secure 
majority in 
upper house; 
to form govt
K , F  8 
(PTI): Nepal’s Commu-
nist parties today se-
cured an overwhelming 
majority in the upper 
house of Parliament with 
39 seats, paving the way 
for the leftist alliance to 
form the country’s next 
government led by its 
leader K P Sharma Oli.

The election for 56 
seats of the National 
Assembly -- the upper 
house of Parliament -- 
was conducted peace-
fully in all six provinces 
with a huge voter turn-
out of over 99 per cent 
yesterday.

PARSHURAM DHAM- HIGHLIGHTS OF THE PROJECT
- To be built on 4.652 Acres of Land at a total cost of Rs. 78.04 crore.
- 54 feet high bronze metal statue of Lord Parshuram placed over 15 to 

16 feet high pedestal. Total height around 70 feet.
- Hawan Kunds on two sides of the pedestal for hawans and pujas. 
- Multipurpose hall for religious rituals, souvenir shop and food court.
- Model display room for display of all the principles of Hindu divine characters. 
- Four meditation huts, a premium category guest house, two Pujari res-

idential quarter, one staff quarter. 
- Story of Lord Parshuram to be en-carved and depicted along the wall of 

main entrance which is to be named Khanda Parshu Marg.
- Children’s play zone, water bodies with sprinkle fountain and foam bubblers.
- Parking facility to accommodate at least 100 cars. 
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Youth fest 
with North-
East theme 
kicks off 
in DU
N  D , F  8 (PTI): 
The third edition of an 
annual youth fest kicked 
off here today at the Uni-
versity of Delhi with the 
North-East as its central 
theme.

More than 3,000 stu-
dents from 50 colleges 
are expected to take part 
in diverse cultural activi-
ties at ‘Udaan Utsav’, the 
organisers said.

Film director Madhur 
Bhandarkar and actor 
Manoj Joshi were the 
chief guests at the inau-
guration of the three-day 
event being held on the 
North campus.

“It is essential for the 
youth to connect with 
the culture and heritage 
of the country. Such fests 
should happen not only 
in Delhi, but (in the) en-
tire nation so as to create 
a better cultural society,” 
said Bhandarkar.

Students today 
needed more than ex-
pertise in academics, 
Joshi said, urging them 
to hone their creative 
talents.

Festival convenor Su-
mit Maluja said it would 
help people in Delhi get a 
glimpse of the “great di-
versity and richness” of 
the North-East.

SUMMIT REPORT
D , 08 F :

The 03rd Chalom Damro Or-
ange Festival was held at Gnon 

Basti, Lower Dzongu under Hee-
Gyathang Gram Panchayat Unit in 
North Sikkim today. The function 
was attended by Zilla Adhakshya 
[North], Namday Lepcha.  

The chief guest in her speech said 
that the festival ‘will de initely pro-
mote the development of the area 
and good marketing of oranges’.  

She further urged the people 
of Gnon Sangdong to get more in-
volved in orange farming for more 
source of income. 

A colorful cultural programme 
was also presented by the students 
of the area. The chief guest and 
other guests also visited the or-
ganic stalls put up by the villagers. 

She also announced the provi-
sion of furniture to Gnon Primary 
School as demanded by the public. 

The Chalom Damro commit-

tee also placed the demand for 
construction of community play 
ground.  

The function was also ad-
dressed by Block Development Of-
icer [Dzongu], KR Limboo. 

The organizing committees 
extended their gratitude to all for 
lending support in making the fes-
tival a grand success. 

The function was attended by 
Panchayat members, of icials, stu-
dents and the local gentries

3rd Chalom Damro Orange Festival held at Dzongu 
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WRITE US: Readers are invited to comment 
on, criticise, run down, even appreciate if 
they like something in this paper. Letters 
carrying abusive/ indecorous language 
and personal attacks, except when against 
people responsible in this newspaper (who 
are fair game), will have to be ignored. 
Letters which carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  Mail us 
at: letters@summittimes.com

SikkimSCAN

SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES
DERBY MEET THURSDAY

Draw No:3 DrawDate on:08/02/18
1st Prize Rs.11 Lakhs/- 86A 8782
   (Including Super Prize Amt)
2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
1854 3362 7639 7999 8848
3rd Prize Rs.3,000/-
1368 2159 2828 2860 3647 5088 6385 7113 8082 9731
4th Prize Rs.1000/-
0260 0326 3712 3839 4326 5774 7193 7777 8494 9075
5th Prize Rs.500/-
0006 1463 1465 3152 4017 6741 7746 7930 7971 9641
6th Prize Rs.100/-
0018 0020 0058 0060 0076 0089 0099 0108 0110 0113
0149 0161 0168 0211 0227 0233 0235 0242 0247 0284
0291 0296 0302 0310 0320 0325 0329 0385 0423 0428
0451 0465 0478 0530 0569 0642 0643 0648 0653 0661
0669 0679 0703 0711 0728 0758 0762 0820 0829 0831
0863 0874 0883 0891 0896 0907 0912 0936 0955 0958
0975 0989 1048 1060 1079 1091 1100 1112 1157 1195
1196 1202 1256 1262 1267 1275 1306 1327 1365 1378
1455 1496 1521 1522 1581 1597 1632 1637 1688 1698
1801 1819 1855 1875 1926 1933 1939 1958 1986 1998
2019 2043 2049 2096 2102 2118 2131 2133 2143 2176
2188 2190 2196 2206 2253 2290 2303 2305 2308 2309
2340 2427 2470 2477 2490 2504 2520 2552 2595 2597
2599 2627 2675 2709 2715 2757 2775 2861 2909 2922
2936 2970 2982 3009 3013 3017 3045 3056 3098 3103
3105 3112 3120 3122 3139 3156 3159 3235 3276 3327
3383 3402 3440 3484 3488 3507 3527 3554 3563 3572
3580 3639 3652 3671 3705 3719 3725 3750 3755 3766
3778 3808 3814 3818 3819 3834 3853 3868 3884 3915
3948 4012 4018 4043 4060 4067 4073 4115 4150 4169
4215 4257 4267 4295 4341 4396 4450 4455 4459 4479
4489 4499 4505 4515 4575 4581 4582 4587 4600 4670
4680 4704 4713 4726 4732 4733 4735 4796 4812 4820
4836 4856 4857 4866 4870 4875 4885 4895 4953 4972
4975 4983 4991 5008 5033 5041 5045 5090 5134 5137
5146 5170 5172 5246 5307 5312 5318 5342 5373 5377
5391 5396 5439 5450 5510 5567 5590 5592 5618 5635
5643 5683 5739 5748 5766 5773 5783 5786 5788 5827
5839 5852 5866 5899 5918 5950 5969 5998 6046 6086
6087 6118 6123 6191 6196 6221 6257 6260 6290 6303
6348 6383 6396 6403 6430 6460 6483 6504 6526 6530
6537 6555 6565 6569 6589 6640 6660 6670 6673 6756
6766 6812 6872 6929 6932 6934 6948 6950 7004 7017
7023 7028 7058 7098 7122 7139 7166 7176 7200 7205
7207 7221 7239 7254 7300 7340 7364 7371 7375 7377
7385 7397 7407 7410 7411 7483 7597 7617 7634 7657
7662 7682 7693 7714 7747 7762 7768 7772 7773 7796
7799 7818 7876 7892 7932 7942 7944 7953 7965 7992
8018 8064 8089 8136 8151 8162 8188 8208 8217 8235
8260 8285 8300 8304 8314 8347 8352 8371 8383 8385
8399 8402 8407 8414 8439 8440 8442 8443 8448 8452
8461 8468 8470 8479 8482 8487 8490 8505 8509 8510
8513 8530 8595 8605 8657 8701 8730 8737 8757 8776
8780 8808 8823 8829 8831 8886 8897 8910 8911 8952
8959 8978 8993 8996 9051 9090 9111 9138 9147 9149
9153 9159 9171 9176 9184 9196 9203 9214 9216 9227
9241 9247 9250 9343 9366 9369 9376 9390 9396 9441
9447 9457 9466 9503 9510 9529 9532 9605 9612 9625
9638 9655 9661 9668 9712 9745 9758 9809 9822 9825
9836 9846 9857 9882 9905 9924 9933 9939 9978 9996
Issued by:
The Director,Sikkim State Lotteries,
Government Of Sikkim,Deorali - 737102,Sikkim
please: Visit :www.sikkimlotteries.com
KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETE

MELLI DARA PAIYONG GPU OBSERVES SENIOR CITIZENS DAY 
G , 08 F : Melli Dara Paiyong GPU observed Senior Citizens Day on 07 Feb by hosting an excur-
sion trip for senior citizens to Buddha Park in Ravangla, South Sikkim, a press release informs.

The release further informs that the Gram Panchayat observes the day every year and takes out 
senior citizens of the Gram Panchayat to interact and indulge in healthy activities. 130 senior citizens of 
the GPU participated in the excursion trip, reads the release.

The CPN-UML won 
27 seats whereas the 
CPN-Maoist Centre, led 
by Maoist chief and for-
mer prime minister Pra-
chanda, won 12 seats, 
according to the Election 
Commission.

The Nepali Congress 
won 13 seats and the Ra-
striya Janata Party Nepal 
and Federal Socialist Par-
ty Nepal, both Madhesi 
parties, won two seats 
each in the National As-
sembly.

The results pave the 
way for the Leftist al-
liance comprising the 
CPN-UML and CPN-Mao-
ist Centre to form the 
new government, more 
than a month after the 
historic Parliamentary 
and provincial-level elec-
tions.

The elections were 
the irst under Nepal’s 
new post-war Consti-
tution promulgated in 
2015, which turned the 
country into a federal 
democratic republic de-
volving signi icant pow-
er from the centre to the 
seven provinces.

CPN-UML chief Oli, 
former prime minister 
known for his pro-China 
stance, and is poised to 
become the new Prime 
Minister of Nepal, lead-
ing the Leftist alliance.

The Constitution has 
stipulated for a bicam-
eral federal legislature 
comprising the House of 
Representatives and the 
National Assembly.

The election for the 

House of Representatives 
was held in two phases 
on November 26 and 
December 7. There are a 
total of 275 seats in the 
House of Representatives 
whereas the National 
Assembly (the Upper 
House) has 59 members.

Of them, 56 members 
are elected by the elec-
toral college with eight 
members from each 
province, including at 
least three women, one 
Dalit and one person 
from the disabled or mi-
nority communities.

The president will 
nominate three mem-
bers, including at least 
one woman to the Na-
tional Assembly, at the 
recommendation of the 
council of ministers.

The electoral col-
lege is made up of 2,056 
voters, including 1,506 
mayors and deputy may-
ors of municipalities, 
and chairpersons and 
vice-chairpersons of the 
rural municipalities.

The rest of the elec-
torate are the 550 mem-
bers of the Provincial As-
semblies of all the seven 
provinces.

The Left Alliance 
of the CPN-UML and 
CPN-Maoist Centre se-
cured 174 seats in the 
275-member Parlia-
ment in the country’s 
recently-concluded his-
toric provincial and par-
liamentary polls that 
many hope will bring 
much-needed political 
stability to the Hima-
layan nation.

Nepal’s leftists secure majority 
in upper house; to form govt...
contd from pg01

would be termed the Parshuram Dham and will be 
built at a project cost of Rs. 78.04 crore.

Parshuram is regarded as the sixth avatar of Vish-
nu in Hinduism. It is believed that like other avatars 
of Vishnu, he appeared at a time when overwhelming 
evil prevailed on earth.

He is also referred to as Rama Jamadagnya, Rama 
Bhargava and Veerarama in Hindu texts. He was the 
King of the Brahmin community.

On the day, the CM was also felicitated by Haresh-
war Shivalaya Mandir Committee.

Chief Minister lays 
foundation stone...

contd from pg01

Woman sexually
harassed in public 
G , 08 F :

A 35-year-old man from Chisopani, East Sikkim 
has been accused of sexually harassing a woman 

in public on 07 Feb. According to the victim, she and 
her husband were waiting for a taxi in Singtam, East 
Sikkim when the accused touched her ‘inappropriate-
ly’ in front of her husband and other people standing 
there. The victim then demanded immediate legal ac-
tion by iling a police complaint at Singtam Police Sta-
tion. The police immediately brought in the accused 
after which a case of sexual harassment was lodged 
against him.    

Girl goes missing from 
school in South
G , 08 F :

A 17-year-old girl has gone missing from her school 
since 03 Feb at Lower Chuba in South Sikkim.

As per a complaint lodged by the family, the girl 
left for coaching classes in her school on 03 Feb but 
did not return. Later, a missing report was registered 
at Namchi Police Station based on the complaint. The 
girl is a student of Phongla Secondary School. Sources 
have been deployed by the police authorities to track 
down the missing girl. Her cell phone has been put on 
surveillance and police are tracking her activities on 
social media to locate her.

L , 08 F  (IPR): A sensiti-
zation and awareness program on 
Forest Rights Act 2005 was held by 
the District Administration at La-
chung Dzumsa. The meeting was 
chaired by District Collector North, 
Karma Bonpo and attended by the 
Sub Divisional Magistrate Man-
gan and Sub Divisional Magistrate 
Chungthang.

SDM Mangan provided a brief 
overview of the Forest Rights Act 
and role and responsibilities of the 
Dzumsa with regard to implemen-
tation of the Act. He stated that 
under the Act a Forest Rights Com-
mittee consisting of ten to ifteen 
members was required to be im-
mediately constituted by the Dz-
umsa. Once constituted the appli-
cations of Forest Rights should be 
submitted to the Committee. The 
committee will verify the claims 
and objections and conduct joint 
veri ication with the Forest and 
Revenue of icials. The inal list will 
then be placed before the Dzum-
sa which will approve the claims 
received. The Sub Division Level 

Committee will verify the claims 
submitted by the Dzumsa and for-
ward the list to the District Level 
Committee for establishment of 
forest rights.

The District Collector stated that 
Forest Right Act was an important 
act as majority of the people settled 
in Lachung were traditional pastoral 
communities. Many claims were 
being received from the people but 
due to the lack of awareness, the 
act was not being implemented. 
He stated that it was therefore 
important to understand the 
provisions of the act and train the 
Forest Right Committee extensively. 

The roles and responsibilities 
of traditional forest dwellers un-
der the Act should be clearly un-
derstood so that there is a balance 
between the rights of the Sched-
uled Tribes and conservation of 
nature.  More awareness meetings 
will be held if the public demands, 
he added.

The District Collector while ad-
dressing the gathering also stated 
the need for sustainable tourism 

in the valley. Over the years there 
has been rapid increase in tourist 
in low and this has led to mush-
rooming of unplanned concrete 
structures everywhere. There is 
thus an urgent requirement for 
proper town planning and regula-
tion so that the traditional archi-
tecture and pristine beauty of the 
valley can be preserved for poster-
ity, he said. 

The youth of the valley should 
focus on generation of livelihood 
from tourism activities and the 
sub letting of hotels should be 
minimized. He appealed to the Dz-
umsa to regulate the construction 
activities and focus more towards 
high value tourism rather than 
commercial tourism. He also stat-
ed that Border Area Development 
works should be focussed on reve-
nue generation and livelihood cre-
ation for the youth.

The awareness program was 
well received by the members of 
the Dzumsa who appealed to the 
District authorities to ind a solu-
tion regarding their land rights.

Sensitization on Forest Rights
Act held at Lachung

C , 08 F  
[IPR]: An inspection of 
various infrastructure 
works in Chungthang town 
was conducted by the Dis-
trict Collector North, SDM 
Chungthang and a team of 
of icials from the District 
headquarters.

The team inspected 
the ongoing construction 
of the Chunghtang mon-
astery where the con-
tractor was directed to 
complete the slab-bast-
ing within March 2018. 
A monitoring team to 
review the work on a dai-
ly basis was also set up 
with the Divisional En-
gineer, E&P Chungthang, 
and SDM Chungthang as 
members. 

The Chunghtang Wa-
ter Supply project, which 
is currently being execut-
ed by the PHE Depart-
ment, was also inspected. 
The work is expected to be 
completed by March-end. 

Besides the above, 
the team also inspected 
various ongoing works at 
Chungthang Senior Sec-
ondary School, Weaving 
Centre, PHCs and ICDS 
centres. 

The plan to upgrade 
the drainage system of 

the town and prevent un-
treated waste from low-
ing into the river was re-
viewed with Teesta Urja 
Ltd. The District Collec-
tor directed that the plan 
should be immediately 
inalized and executed. 

The District Collector 
also directed that any toi-
lets without proper soak-
pits should be immedi-
ately removed from the 
town. He asked the SDM 
and Panchayats to check 
the mushrooming of la-
bour colonies in the town. 

The District Collector 
also inspected the poten-
tial site for setting up a 
Sewage Treatment Plant 
for which a DPR is cur-
rently under preparation 
with the PHE Department. 

An interaction was 
also held between the 
Panchayats and the ad-
ministration and various 
ideas and plans to im-
prove Chungthang town 
were discussed. 

During the interac-
tion, the District Col-
lector shared that the 
administration and Pan-
chayat should focus on 
sustainable tourism de-
velopment for livelihood 
generation in the town. 

North DAC inspects
infrastructure projects

in Chungthang
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Gangtok on 

Friday, 
09 Feb

Temp: 19°C /05°C
Forecast: Sun-
shine mix with 
little bit of clouds, 
probably more.
Sunrise: 06:17AM
Sunset: 5:23 PM

Kutse Shegu
The 49th day Ghewa of Late 
Tilku Tshultrim Dorjee who 
left for his heavenly abode on 
29th of December 2017 falls 
on 16th February 2018 (Fri-
day). All relatives, friends and 
well wishers are requested to 
join us in offering prayers for 

the departed soul at our residence at 5th Mile, 
Tadong, VIP Colony, Near Social Justice 
Emp. & Welfare Department.

Parinita Lama : 9434751150,
Champo Rinzing [Wangda]: 959388174,

Mingmar Dorjee : 9593731187

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
DIRECTORATE OF HANDICRAFTS AND HANDLOOM

GANGTOK
NO. 114/GOS/D.H.H.           Date: 06/02/2018

ADMISSION NOTICE
Applications are invited in the prescribed forms from the local boys and girls for 

admission to the following courses being conducted by the Directorate of Handicrafts 
and Handloom, Government of Sikkim for the year 2018-2019.

Candidates should be above 14 years of age as on 31.03.2018 and should have 
at least educational qualifi cation of class V pass from the recognized school or insti-
tution.

The courses are as follows:-
Two years course in HANDLOOM WEAVING for girls only.
Two years course in CARPET WEAVING for girls only.
Two years course in MULTICRAFTS for girls only.
Three years course in WOOD CARVING for boys.
Two years course in CANE & BAMBOO for both boys and girls.
Two years course in MASK MAKING for boys only.
Four years course in THANKA PAINTING for both boys and girls.
One year course in SOFT TOYS MAKING for girls only.
Two year course in BLANKET WEAVING for girls only.

Interested candidates may contact the offi  ce of Assistant Director (Trg.) Directorate 
of Handicrafts and Handloom, Gangtok Head Offi  ce and Assistant Director (North) 
Mangan, Deputy Director (South) Namchi, Assistant Director (Pelling), Assistant Di-
rector (West). Prescribed forms can be obtained from the offi  ce of the above men-
tioned offi  cers w.e.f 7th March to 20th March 2018 during offi  ce hour on production of 
Bank Receipt of Rs.50/- deposited under the Head “0851-102-01-GICI”. 

All the application should be accompanied by attested copies of certifi cates of Iden-
tifi cation/Domicile, Birth certifi cate/School Leaving Certifi cate together with two(2) lat-
est passport size photographs and Aadhar Cards(UID), which must be submitted to 
this offi  ce by 29th March 2018 positively.

List of the selected candidates will be displayed on the Notice Board of Directorate 
of Handicraft and Handloom, Gangtok and respective District offi  ces on 31.03.2018. 
Selected candidates will be given a stipend of Rs.1500/-p.m. for the fi rst year and 
Rs.2000/-p.m. from the second year onwards. The training session starts from 
01.04.2018.

Sd/-
DIRECTOR

DIRECTORATE OF HANDICRAFTS AND HANDLOOM
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM.

R.O. No. 548/ipr/pub/classi./17-18 dt.6.2.2018

Government of West Bengal had 
previously passed the inclusion 
of the communities in their State 
Cabinet on 24 Feb, 2014 and had 
written a letter to the then Prime 
Minister, Dr Manmohan Singh on 
28 Feb, 2014 for the same. 

Mr Tamang also said that an 
inter-departmental meeting be-
tween GTA and heads of various 
departments of Government will 
be held in Darjeeling and Kolkata 
in the coming days. The meetings 
will be convened phase wise for 
better coordination and review of 
progress of works of various de-
partments transferred to GTA. 

Till the formation of SSC in 
GTA, a seven-member committee 
for appointment of teaching and 
non-teaching staff will be formed 
by GTA and will be sent to the Gov-
ernment of West Bengal. An adhoc 
Formation of Sub-Ordinate Staff 

Selection Board will be formed to 
recruit new employees for GTA. 

A new Information and Cul-
tural Affairs Department under 
GTA will also be created for which 
new posts will be established. 
A detailed proposal has already 
been submitted to the government 
through Hill Affairs Department, 
Mr Binay informed. 

The GTA had submitted a list 
of 744 teachers who had been 
working in various schools for a 
long period of time but were not 
absorbed, out of which 137 were 
approved by the Education De-
partment recently but no formal 
intimation has come to GTA. 

The CM has asked GTA Mem-
ber, Education Department, Amar 
Singh Rai, and MIC, Education 
Department, Government of West 
Bengal, Partha Chaterjee to meet 
her in Kolkata after 19 Feb to solve 
all issues pertaining to Education 

Department. 
Creation of 109 posts in Power 

Department of GTA since GTA is 
looking at hydel electricity proj-
ects, the proposed technical man-
power is required. Commerce and 
Industries Department may be 
moved for issuance of separate 
mining rules for GTA empowering 
the Principal Secretary, GTA to ex-
ercise powers of District Authority 
and District Magistrate and also 
prepare mining plan, auctioning 
mining sites and collection of roy-
alty in GTA region.  

An of icial noti ication will be 
issued regarding inclusion of Ne-
pali language as Elective Language 
in WBCS. GLPs and Unemployed 
Youth who have no criminal re-
cord will be given jobs in Police. 
The District Magistrate will start 
the process for identifying land for 
setting up State University in GTA 
region.

Forget yesterday for better tomorrow...
contd from pg01

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 08 F :

Sikkim Handloom and 
Handicrafts Develop-

ment Corporation today 
inaugurated the Special 
Handloom Expo 2017-18 
at Directorate of Hand-
loom and Handicrafts in 
Gangtok. Advisor [Com-
merce and Industries De-
partment], Kumari Thapa 
attended the inaugural 
function as the chief guest, 
a press release informs. 

The expo is sponsored 
by Development 
C o m m i s s i o n e r 
(Handloom), Ministry of 
Textiles, Government of 
India.

The chief guest vis-
ited the stalls of seven 
different States including 
the host State and inter-
acted with the partici-

pants and expressed her 
happiness. 

The Special Hand-
loom Expo is a PAN India 
Programme and has 30 
stalls where weavers and 
Self Help Groups from 
Sikkim, Assam, Manipur, 
Mizoram, Bihar, West 
Bengal and Jammu and 
Kashmir showcase their 
handloom products. 

The Special 

Handloom Expo 
provides platform for 
weavers, Self Help 
Groups, sellers and even 
buyers to converge and 
create awareness about 
the handloom sector 
as an employment and 
income generating 
industry, reads the 
release. 

The inaugural pro-
gramme was also at-

tended by Sikkim State 
Cooperative Bank Man-
ager, Gangtok, Richen D 
Kaleon, Director of Di-
rectorate of Handloom 
and Handicrafts, Jyots-
na Mary Karthak, Assis-
tant Director of Direc-
torate of Handloom and 
Handicrafts, Tshering 
Dorjee Gyamtso and 
other officers and staff 
of the department.

Special Handloom Expo 2017-
18 kicks off at Gangtok 

SAGAR CHETTRI
G , 08 F : 

A training programme 
on Life Skills, Per-

sonality Development 
and Leadership for Na-
tional Service Scheme 
[NSS] volunteers was in-
augurated by the Minis-
ter for Sports and Youth 
Affairs Department, RB 
Subba today here at Pal-
jor Stadium. 

The ive-day residen-
tial training programme 
is being organised by NSS 
Cell of Sports & Youth 
Affairs Department and 
funded by Regional Of-
ice, Guwahati, Ministry 

of Youth Affairs & Sports.
Fifty NSS volunteers 

from different schools 
from all four districts are 
participating in the train-
ing programme, which 
is scheduled to conclude 
on 12 Feb. The training 
programme has experts 
from different organi-
sations and ields as re-
source persons.

In his inaugural ad-
dress, the Minister ex-
pressed his happiness 
on the participation of 
young students from 
across the State in the 

training programme. He 
suggested to the partic-
ipants to use the knowl-
edge acquired during 
the training in preparing 
themselves to face future 
challenges in life. 

Mr Subba encouraged 
students to prepare for 
the National Eligibility 
Test [NET] in different 
streams and for the elite 
services of the country.

Secretary, Sports & 
Youth Affairs Depart-
ment, SD Dhakal men-

tioned that the aim of the 
training programme is to 
refresh and sharpen the 
knowledge of students 
through different activi-
ties. He encouraged them 
to set a target and work 
hard to achieve that tar-
get in life. 

Earlier, NSS State 
Nodal Of icer, Doma 
Tshering informed that 
the training programme 
has 50 NSS volunteers, 
25 girls and 25 boys, 
from different educa-

tional institutions of the 
State. She added that 
experts from different 
ields and organisations 

have been invited as re-
source persons in the 
programme. The train-
ing programme also has 
yoga classes by experts 
for participants every 
morning.  

Ms Tshering encour-
aged participants to 
seriously attend all ses-
sions of the training pro-
gramme and to pass on 

the knowledge acquired 
during the training to 
other students in the 
school as well.

The inaugural func-
tion which was con-
ducted by SYA Depart-
ment Assistant Director, 
Pintso Bhutia conclud-
ed with vote of thanks 
by SYA Department 
Assistant Director, KD 
Lepcha. The inaugural 
function was followed 
by technical sessions of 
the training.

5-day training on Life Skills and Personality
Dev begins at Paljor Stadium 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 08 F :

Two-day state level 
workshop on Pro-

gramme Implementation 
Plan 2018-19 was organ-
ised by State Health Soci-
ety, National Health Mis-
sion, Health Care, Human 
Services and Family Wel-
fare Department at Gang-
tok on 06 and 07 Feb, a 
press release informs.

The workshop was 
chaired by Mission Direc-

tor, National Health Mis-
sion, Dr Bimal Kumar Rai 
with resource persons 
from Ministry of Health 
and Family Welfare, Gov-
ernment of India, Man-
dar Randive and Pumani 
Kalita. 

Chief Medical Of icers 
and of icials from all the 
four districts along with 
State Programme Of i-
cers actively participated 
in the workshop, reads 
the release.

Workshop held
on NHM Programme 
Implementation Plan 

Santosh 
Sharma to 
be awarded 
PhD degree
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 08 F :

Santosh Sharma has success-
fully defended his Doctor of 

Philosophy (PhD) thesis titled 
‘Avian Community Structure 
in Different Habitats in East 
District of Sikkim’ at Gurukula 
Kangri Vishwavidyalaya (GKV), 
Haridwar, Uttarakhand has 
been recommended for award 
of Doctor of Philosophy de-
gree, a press release informs. 

Mr Sharma had carried out 
his research under the guid-

ance of Former Dean, Faculty 
of Life Science, Department 
of Zoology and Environmen-
tal Science, Professor Dinesh 
Bhatt. His PhD research work 
focused on the examination of 
avian diversity, richness, abun-
dance and composition from 
forest to urban gradient in East 
Sikkim. He has recorded new 
avian species Pallas’ Gull Larus 
ichthyaetus for Sikkim during 
the study period.

Mr Sharma is currently 
serving as a faculty member 
for Biodiversity Conservation 
course (under Green Skill De-
velopment Programme, Gov-
ernment of India) in the Sikkim 
Himalayan Regional Centre of 
Botanical Survey of India. 

The Doctor of Philosophy 
degree will be awarded to him 
during the forthcoming con-
vocation of GKV, reads the re-
lease.

Assam trying 
to include 
six ethnic 
communities 
in ST list
G , F  8 (PTI): 
The Assam government 
is trying to include the 
state’s six ethnic commu-
nities in the Scheduled 
Tribe (Plains) list and is 
sending regular propos-
als to the Centre in this 
regard, state minister 
Pramila Rani Brahma told 
the Assembly here today.

At present, granting 
ST status to the six com-
munities is being studied 
by the Centre, the welfare 
of plains tribes backward 
classes minister said.

The state government 
has been holding meet-
ings with the committee 
that was set up for work-
ing out the modalities on 
it, Brahma said in reply to 
a question by Asom Gana 
Parishad (AGP) MLA Ra-
mendra Narayan Kalita.
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WRITE US: Readers are invited 
to comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if they like 
something in this paper. Letters 
carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, 
except when against people 
responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to 
be ignored. Letters which carry 
forward a conversation or initiate a 
dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  
Mail us at: letters@summittimes.com

More Profi table to Sell
French Fries

Leverage opportunities, harness
potential… seize the day or rue

McDonald’s might be grappling with franchise is-
sues and partnership troubles in parts of India 

at present and Punjab is now known more its Udta 
problem and pesticide distress than the Green Revo-
lution bonanza, but until recently, both were serving 
as inspirational stories. In these times of complaining 
and blaming, it would perhaps serve Sikkim well to 
pick from a moment not more than ive years ago on 
what potential the right effort and right initiative can 
achieve. Value addition- that’s the mantra that spurs 
economic development and prosperity. An entrepre-
neur from Punjab, who set up a McDonald’s franchise 
on his land along the highway in Punjab, hit the nail 
on the head when he said, “It’s more pro itable to sell 
French Fries than grow potatoes.” This entrepreneur, 
and others like him, were featured some years ago in 
a special on new movers and shakers from the Land of 
the Five Rivers – a tattered copy which fell out during 
a spring cleaning exercise recently and led to this 
piece. These individuals were bequeathed agriculture, 
which was in distress due to chemical overdose and 
over-farming, but they adapted their lands for other 
activities with tremendous success. The only ISO 9001 
certi ied brick manufacturer is still a farmer from Pun-
jab! This is a State where the peasantry is burdened 
by a Rs. 57,000 crore debt and yet it adapts, changes, 
adds, survives and prospers. 

There is much that Sikkim can learn from Punjab. 
Let’s look around. Agriculture, one keeps getting told 
is the main economic activity of Sikkim [most would 
believe it to be government service though], but how 
much has agriculture grown here? Despite the Or-
ganic Sikkim tag that they can now claim? How many 
youngsters does one see trying to leverage the Organ-
ic Mission with their better education to revolutionise 
[although revive would be the right word for Sikkim] 
agriculture in Sikkim? And this situation despite the 
State Government’s support through the Mission to-
wards Organic Sikkim which, irrespective of what pro-
moters of chemical fertilizer might say, is undoubtedly 
the best value addition for farming in more ways than 
one. To start with, it saves the limited arable land from 
overuse, and for another, organic farming brings along 
with the tag of ‘progressive farmer’ which should pro-
vide the glamour to this old tradition to interest the 
youth. Unfortunately, farming attracts fewer and fewer 
hands in Sikkim. Large tracts fall fallow every season 
for want of interested farmers. It would not be wrong 
to surmise that large cardamom kept farming alive for 
slightly longer since large tracts could continue being 
live and pro itable farms since plantations required 
fewer hands for the same amount of land. 

But the interest in agriculture was perhaps lost 
quite some time back and an indication of this can be 
seen in how growers continue to look towards Spices 
Board or the Agriculture Department to do something 
about Sikkim’s diseased Large Cardamom. Sikkim is 
the largest producer of large cardamom, its growers 
should have been the most sought after resource per-
sons for all things large cardamom. That did not hap-
pen. Sikkim failed to leverage its commanding posi-
tion and this was always apparent- how many growers 
here control the trade?

Opportunities came knocking for farmers and 
growers with grand national and international level 
Flower Festivals. These were not just events for Sik-
kim to show-off its loricultural strength, but more 
importantly for growers here to meet and interact 
with buyers, understand markets and study and pre-
pare for demands. While the concerned Departments 
should have ensured wide attendance of local grow-
ers at such events, one of which was held recently, the 
opportunity created and the connections established, 
were for farmers here to capitalize on. It will have to 
be the hands in the ield to leverage opportunities and 
seize the future waiting to be grabbed. It will be for the 
growers here to start planning for French Fry futures 
for their potato farms. And to clarify… this is not just 
about potato growers.

GIL B. MANZON JR.
theconversation.com
“IF POOR people knew 
how rich rich people are, 
there would be riots in the 
streets.”

Actor and comedian 
Chris Rock made this as-
tute statement during a 
2014 interview with New 
York magazine, referring 
to the yawning gap be-
tween rich and poor. In so 
doing, he stumbled upon a 
key challenge in the study 
of inequality.

What’s the best way to 
measure it?

Most inequality studies 
have focused on income – measures of 
which are widely available. However, 
being rich is not about a single year of 
earnings but rather about the accumu-
lation of wealth over time. In the past, 
quantifying that has been tricky.

The wealthy would probably pre-
fer we stay in the dark about how 
rich they are, presumably to avoid 
the aforementioned riots. People like 
me who study the topic, however, are 
always looking for more data and bet-
ter and more accurate ways to mea-
sure the rich-poor gap. And while I’m 
not one to promote violence in the 
streets, I do believe it’s important for 
citizens to be fully aware of the levels 
of disparity in their society.

The most revealing way to do this, 
in my view, is by looking at wealth in-
equality.
MEASURING THE RICH-POOR GAP

There are several ways to measure 
inequality.

One of the most popular is by in-
come. That’s largely because there’s 
more data, and it’s a lot easier to mea-
sure. But this measure is a snapshot.

Wealth, on the other hand, is an 
aggregation, affected not only by cur-
rent income but earnings accumulat-
ed in previous years and by previous 
generations. Only by studying wealth 
inequality do scholars, policymak-
ers and others get the deepest and 
broadest measure of the gap between 
the rich and everyone else.

How much wealth someone has 

is also a better measure of their 
quality of life and opportunities. It 
determines the ability to invest in 
education, inancial assets and the 
comfort and security of one’s retire-
ment. Wealth also mitigates worries 
about paycheck variability or unex-
pected expenses. If you have wealth, 
the sudden cost of replacing a broken 
water heater or paying a medical bill 
doesn’t cause nearly as much stress 
as if you’re poor. 

AMERICAN ‘EXCEPTIONALISM’
When we do look at the data on 
wealth inequality in the U.S., it’s stark 
and dwarfs that of the rest of the de-
veloped world.

The conservative Hudson Institute 
in 2017 reported that the wealthiest 5 
percent of American households held 
62.5 percent of all assets in the U.S. in 
2013, up from 54.1 percent 30 years 
earlier. As a consequence, the wealth 
of the other 95 percent declined from 
45.9 percent to 37.5 percent.

As a result, the median wealth 
of upper-income families (earning 
US$639,400 on average) was nearly 
seven times that of middle-income 
households ($96,500) in 2013, the 
widest gap in at least 30 years.

More notably, inequality scholars 
Emmanuel Saez and Gabriel Zucman 
found that the top 0.01 percent con-
trolled 22 percent of all wealth in 
2012, up from just 7 percent in 1979.

If you only looked at data on in-
come inequality, however, you’d see a 
different picture. In 2013, for exam-

ple, the top 5 percent of households 
earned just 30 percent of all U.S. in-
come (compared with possessing 
nearly 63 percent of all wealth).

While the U.S. is not the only de-
veloped country that has seen wealth 
inequality rise over the past three de-
cades, it is an outlier. The wealthiest 5 
percent of households in the U.S. have 
almost 91 times more wealth than 
the median American household, the 
widest gap among 18 of the world’s 
most developed countries. The next 
highest is the Netherlands, which has 
a ratio less than half that.

LIFTING ALL BOATS?
The recently passed Tax Cuts and 
Jobs Act will make this problem a 
whole lot worse.

The main features of the law 
include doubling the standard de-
duction for individual taxpayers, a 
temporary reduction in the top mar-
ginal tax rate from 39.6 percent to 
37 percent, a signi icant reduction 
of the number of families subject to 
the estate tax and slashing the top 
corporate rate from 35 percent to 21 
percent.

The main impact, however, is 
skewed to the wealthy. For example, 
the bottom 20 percent of households 
will see a lower tax bill of about $40 
on average, compared with $5,420 
for those in the top quintile. The rich-
est 0.1 percent, meanwhile, will save 
$61,920. By 2025, the richest will see 
their bene it grow to $152,200, while 
everyone else won’t see much of a 

change. All the individu-
al cuts are set to expire in 
2026.

Wealthier taxpayers 
will also gain from the 
other main features of the 
new law. For example, re-
search shows most bene-
its of lowering business 

taxes go to the rich, and 
fewer estates subject to 
the inheritance tax means 
more wealth accumulation 
across generations.

The tax law’s propo-
nents claim that it won’t 
increase levels of inequal-
ity because the money 
that the rich will save will 

“trickle down” to other American 
households and lift their boats too.

Empirical evidence, however, sug-
gests otherwise. Speci ically, chan-
neling more money to the rich, via 
tax cuts, does not improve economic 
growth, worsens educational oppor-
tunities for poorer Americans and 
even reduces life expectancy, which 
declined for a second year in a row in 
2017. 

LET’S LEARN THE FACTS
So is Chris Rock right that Americans 
just aren’t aware of the levels of dis-
parity in their society?

Surveys suggest he is. Respon-
dents to a 2011 national survey, for 
example, “dramatically underesti-
mated” levels of wealth inequality in 
the U.S.

The survey, and other research, 
also partially af irmed the other half 
of his quote by showing that by and 
large Americans do care about wealth 
inequality and would prefer it to be 
lower.

Whether existing wealth inequal-
ity in the U.S. is socially or morally 
sustainable – or might lead to the ri-
ots envisioned by Chris Rock – is an 
open question.

Whatever happens, irst things 
irst, we need to know and under-

stand just how bad wealth inequality 
in the U.S. has become. What we then 
choose to do about it is up to all of us.

[the writer is Associate Profes-
sor of Accounting, Boston College]

KEITH RATHBONE
theconversation.com

The announcement that North and South Korean 
athletes would march together under one lag 

at the 2018 Winter Olympics in Pyeongchang and 
ield a joint women’s hockey team has been hailed 

as a sports diplomatic breakthrough.
Diplomatic overtures during sporting events 

are not unusual. Sports have long been seen as 
apolitical spaces where athletes from adversarial 
countries can mingle, become friends and over-
come the chauvinism that leads to war.

The promotion of world peace is 
one of the Olympic movement’s stated 
goals. The Olympic Charter urges lead-
ers:

“… to place sport at the service of 
the harmonious development of hu-
mankind, with a view to promoting a 
peaceful society concerned with the 
preservation of human dignity.”

But despite Olympic organisers’ 
powerful rhetoric, they have only very 
limited ability to promote peace be-
tween warring nations.

HARK BACK TO HISTORY
Since the refoundation of the Olympic Games, the 
International Olympic Committee (IOC) has asked 
countries to respect the historic tradition of the 
Olympic Truce during the competition.

The Olympic Truce was a crucial component of 
Ancient Greek Games. Every four years, hundreds 
of athletes from across Greece met at Olympia un-
der the protection of a sacred truce (ekecheria) 
that brought a halt to the yearly cycle of violent 
city-state warfare and inaugurated a month-long 
festival of athleticism.

The truce made the Games possible: it allowed 
athletes and spectators to travel in complete safety 
to participate.

The notion of an Olympic Truce re-emerged 
when the modern Olympics resumed in 1894. 
The IOC’s founder, Pierre de Coubertin, hoped the 
competition would promote world peace. He said: 
“Wars break out because nations misunderstand 
each other. We shall no have peace until the preju-
dices which now separate the different races shall 
have been outlived. To attain this end, what better 
means than to bring the youth of all countries pe-
riodically together for amicable trials of muscular 
strength and agility.”

Of the signatories of the original Olympic Char-

ter, 80% were also members of organisations devot-
ed to peace movements; they shared de Coubertin’s 
belief in Olympism’s potential to promote peace. 
Five signatories later won Nobel Peace prizes.

PAST OPPORTUNITIES FOR PEACE
The Olympic Games have provided several oppor-
tunities for international reconciliation, particular-
ly during the global upheaval of the 1990s.

Following the collapse of the Soviet Union, ath-
letes from 12 of the former Soviet republics com-
peted as members of a uni ied team at the 1992 
Barcelona Olympics. The uni ied athletes took 

home more medals than any other team. Their vic-
tories were seen as a symbol of “hope, solidarity, 
and sportsmanship over totalitarianism”.

Similarly, during the wars in the Balkans, the IOC 
co-ordinated to allow athletes from the post-Yugo-
slavian states to compete. At the 1994 Lillehammer 
Olympics the Bosnian-Herzegovina Olympic Com-
mittee ielded a mixed bobsled team with Russian 
Orthodox, Catholic and Muslim athletes.

The Olympic Truce continues to be a priority for 
sport administrators because they see sport as able 
to promote peace globally and in local communities.

In 1993, the IOC reached out to the United Nations, 
which passed a resolution calling for a global cease ire 
during the Lillehammer Games. The UN has renewed 
that resolution for every subsequent Olympics.

In 2000, the IOC founded the International 
Olympic Truce Foundation and adopted the dove 
as an Olympic symbol. The 2012 London Olympics 
was the irst in which every nation present – 193 
countries – signed onto an Olympic Truce.

The IOC’s current peace initiatives include pre-
venting youth violence in Colombia, anti-crime 
projects in the favelas of Rio de Janeiro, and com-
munity pilot programs for peace in Jamaica.

THE OLYMPICS HAS ITS LIMITS

However, the Olympics did not end either of the 
two world wars. War actually stopped Olympic 
Games from taking place: they were not held be-
tween 1912 and 1920, and 1936 and 1948.

North and South Korea remain technically at 
war despite the two countries having competed to-
gether or marched under a uni ied lag nine times 
since the 2000 Sydney Olympics.

The Olympics can also provoke international 
confrontations or be a site where international ten-
sions are played out. The Nazi regime used the 1936 
Berlin Olympics to promote their fascist and racist 

agenda. Contemporaries understood 
these Games as a confrontation between 
democracy and totalitarianism.

Throughout the Cold War, the US 
and the Soviet Union channelled their 
international con lict through the 
Olympics. When the Cold War warmed 
up in the 1980s, each side boycotted 
the Olympics once: the US stayed home 
during the 1980 Moscow Olympics and 
the Russians responded with a boycott 
of the 1984 Los Angeles Olympics.

Palestinian terrorists targeted Is-
raeli athletes at the 1972 Munich Olym-

pics. More recently, Arab athletes from Saudi Ara-
bia, Syria and Egypt routinely forfeit matches or 
withdraw from competition rather than compete 
against Israeli athletes.

In 1912, de Coubertin wrote an ode to Olympic 
peace. The sixth stanza begins:

“O Sport, You are Peace! You forge happy bonds 
between the peoples …. Through you the young of 
the entire world learn to respect one another.”

However, sport’s ability to overcome war re-
mains limited.

At the 2018 Pyeongchang Olympics, both rec-
onciliation and struggle narratives will be visible. 
The two Koreas will march together under one 
lag. But the ban on Russian athletes for doping has 

been framed in Russia in the language of the Cold 
War: it has been described as a “part of a Western 
plot to overthrow the Russian government”.

Twitter bots allegedly associated with Russian 
intelligence agencies have started an online cam-
paign against the Pyeongchang Olympics with the 
hashtag #NoRussiaNoGames. Who knows what 
those bots will do when the Games begin?

[the writer is Lecturer, Modern 
European History and Sports His-

tory, Macquarie University]

Despite good intentions, the Olympics
has its limits in promoting peace

How rich are the rich? If only you knew
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T  (A ), F  
8 (PTI): Tezpur Univer-
sity in Assam has been 
ranked 100th in Asia in 
an annual universities 
ranking for the continent 
this year, improving its 
position from 131-140 
in 2017, a statement by 
the university said here 
today.

The ‘Times Higher 
Education’ rankings also 
accorded seventh posi-
tion to the central univer-
sity among all the higher 
educational institutions 
of the country.

At 29th position in 
Asia, the Indian Institute 
of Science, Bangalore, 
topped the list in the 
country, the statement 
said.

The other Indian in-

stitutions ahead of Tez-
pur University in rank-
ing are IIT Bombay, IIT 
Kharagpur, IIT Roorkee, 
IIT Kanpur and IIT Delhi.

In the category of re-
search, Tezpur University 
is ranked fourth in India 

just behind IISc, Banga-
lore, IIT Bombay and IIT 
Kharagpur, it said.

As in last year, 13 
performance indicators 
were used to judge by 
the Times Higher Edu-
cation Asia University 

Rankings 2018 before 
declaring the result on 
Tuesday.

The National Univer-
sity of Singapore is Asia’s 
top university for the 
third year in a row, the 
statement added.

Tezpur University ranked 100th
in Asia, 7th in country

Poachers 
killed 74 
rhinos in 
Assam in 3 yrs
G , F  8 (PTI): 
Altogether 74 rhinos 
were killed by poachers 
in Assam since 2015 and 
316 poachers arrested 
during 2015-17, Forest 
Minister Pramilla Rani 
Brahma said in the As-
sembly today.

Twenty one rhinos 
were killed in 2015, 22 
the next year and nine 
last year, Brahma said in 
reply to a question by All 
India United Democrat-
ic Front (AIUDF) MLA 
Aminul Islam.

To another query, 
the minister said police 
records showed the in-
volvement of militant 
out its in poaching of 
the Pride of Assam, and 
action was taken against 
them under the Wildlife 
Protection Act, 1972.

Man held 
for trying 
to enter WB 
CM’s residence 
with fake ID
K , F  8 (PTI): 
One person was arrested 
for trying to enter West 
Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee’s res-
idence here imperson-
ating as a doctor, police 
said today.

The 30-year-old man 
produced an identity 
card of a doctor engaged 
with a healthcare estab-
lishment in Pune but it 
turned out to be fake.

A senior Kolkata Po-
lice of icer said the man 
wanted to meet the chief 
minister yesterday on 
the pretext of expanding 
the healthcare facility in 
the state.

Banerjee was away in 
north Bengal yesterday.

“Our of icers posted 
there had some doubts. 
They detained him and 
took him to the Kalighat 
police station for ques-
tioning,” the IPS of icer 
said adding that he was 
arrested later.

Several documents 
have been seized from 
the man, identi ied as S K 
Aynal of Bankura district 
of West Bengal.

“He failed to clarify 
why he needed to visit 
the CM’s residence. His 
answers are unsatisfac-
tory. We are questioning 
him to get more details,” 
he said.

S , F  7 (PTI): 
Days after attacking the 
ruling Congress for or-
ganising concerts to 
woo young voters in poll 
bound Meghalaya, the BJP 
has its own soirees lined 
up and roped in local mu-
sic icon Lou Majaw.

Lou, a 70-year-old 
singer known for his Bob 
Dylan tribute shows and 
who enjoys a large fol-
lowing, also featured in 
the campaign music vid-
eo of the state BJP.

“With the years of ex-
perience and followers 
that he has, Lou Majaw 
is the perfect person the 
party has identi ied for 
its campaigns here,” BJP 
state president Shibun 
Lyngdoh told PTI.

Lou has readily 
agreed to perform for 
the concerts the BJP has 
lined up at Jowai in Jain-
tia Hills tomorrow, in the 
state capital on February 
12 and thereafter in Tura 
on February 14, he said.

Lou admitted that he 
was hired by the BJP for 
their campaign but he 
has not joined politics 

nor the party.
“It is a fact that I have 

sung for the BJP. I did it 
because singing is an art 
and I am an artiste,” said 
the singer, who had won 
several awards including 
the Bhupen Hazarika Na-
tional Award.

In an attempt to con-
nect to the young voters, 
the Congress had also 
begun its campaign with 
a rock concert here on 
January 30 which party 
president Rahul Gandhi 
attended.

Interestingly, the BJP 
had then attacked Rahul 
Gandhi for attending the 

party organised soiree 
alleging that the concert 
was a ploy to distract vot-
ers from real issues.

“Instead of singing 
away our woes, you could 
have given a report card 
of your inef icient govt 
in Meghalaya,” the party 
had tweeted at that time.

The Election Commis-
sion doest not want to be 
left behind. It had roped 
in singer Usha Uthup to 
attract maximum num-
ber of voters, especially 
the young and new ones, 
for the February 27 elec-
tion for the 60-member 
Assembly.

Meghalaya BJP to hold soiree,
ropes in local music icon

K , F  7 (PTI): 
West Bengal Finance 
Minister Amit Mitra to-
day slammed the pro-
posed National Health 
Protection Scheme od 
the Centre saying it was 
announced without con-
sulting the states and is a 
‘bluff’ to the nation.

Speaking at a discus-
sion on budget in the As-
sembly today, Mitra said, 
“It is a bluff”’

He said Rs 2,000 
crore for insuring 50 
crore people is grossly 

inadequate and the Cen-
tre is now proposing to 
put 40 per cent of the 
cost burden on states for 
rolling out the scheme on 
a 60:40 basis.

Later, speaking to PTI 
outside the House, Mitra 
said, the health scheme has 
been announced to ‘mis-
lead’ people of India and 
it was done ‘unilaterally’ 
like in the cases of Goods 
and Service Tax (GST) and 
demonetisation. “Where is 
the consultative body,” Mi-
tra wondered

The health scheme, 
announced in the 2018-
19 Union Budget, is likely 
to be rolled out within 
October this year.

However, Mitra did 
not mention whether the 
state will eventually hoin 
the scheme or not.

He said West Bengal 
already offers free med-
ical services and medi-
cines to its people. The 
state offers health cov-
er to various section of 
people worth around Rs 
1,300 crore.

Bengal FM slams Centre’s
new health scheme

D  (WB), F  8 (PTI): 
West Bengal Chief Minister Mama-
ta Banerjee here today said that an 
industry meet will be held in Dar-
jeeling next month to boost eco-
nomic activity in the hills.

She also urged all the parties 
to rise above political differences 
in the interest of the region’s all-
round development.

The chief minister said the in-
dustry meet would focus on setting 
up an IT hub in the Darjeeling Hills, 
apart from inviting investments in 
tourism, horticulture, food pro-
cessing and hotels.

“I appeal to all political parties 
to work together for the develop-
ment of Darjeeling while maintain-
ing your individual political ideol-
ogy,” she said in her irst visit to 
the hills after an unrest over state-
hood demand, which closed down 
Darjeeling for over 100 days since 
June last year.

The youth of Darjeeling need 
to be given training in skill devel-
opment, which will be helpful in 

employment generation, Banerjee 
told reporters after a meeting with 
the Gorkha Territorial Administra-
tion (GTA).

Describing the meeting as 
“very fruitful”, she said develop-
ment works in the hills, which had 
been stalled owing to the agitation, 
have resumed.

“What has happened has hap-
pened, let us work for the future,” 
the CM said.

The Bimal Gurung-led Gorkha 
Janmukti Morcha had resorted to 
a 104-day bandh in Darjeeling. The 
agitation, during its long course, 
had often turned violent and even 
saw the deployment of Army and 
paramilitary forces to restore 
order.

The latest round of unrest in 
the hills, which had seen bouts of 
agitation since 1986 over state-
hood demands, began on June 8, 
2017, when Banerjee was holding 
a Cabinet meeting at the Raj Bha-
wan premises here.

Gurung has been on the back-

foot after the GTA slipped out of 
his hands with a new set of leader-
ship led by Binay Tamang and Anit 
Thapa taking over the caretaker 
administration of GTA, with the 
backing of the state government.

Banerjee said the process of 
giving patta (lease) to landless 
farmers, and appointment of 
teachers that had been stalled due 
to the agitation, would be restart-
ed in a gradual manner.

Stating that teachers would be 
given their due salaries, she urged 
them to take extra classes as ed-
ucational institutions had been 
closed for two-three months.

Banerjee said the process of 
identifying land for setting up a 
university in Darjeeling would also 
be initiated to ful ill a long-stand-
ing demand of the people.

The chief minister added that 
a meeting of all the boards of the 
hills, including the GTA, will be 
held in May at Kalimpong, where 
people from nearby villages will 
also be invited.

Industry meet in March to boost 
Darjeeling economy: Mamata

S , F  8 (PTI): 
UPA chairperson Sonia 
Gandhi, former Prime 
Minister Manmohan 
Singh and Congress lead-
er Shashi Tharoor will be 
among 40 star campaign-
ers of the ruling Congress 
in poll-bound Meghalaya, 
a party of icial said here 
today.

The party’s national 
president Rahul Gandhi, 
who of icially sounded the 
poll bugle last month with 
a rock concert, will also be 
returning to the state for 
campaigning, he said.

Meghalaya is set to 
go to polls on February 
27 and the results will be 
announced on March 3. 
The tenure of the current 
60-member assembly 
ends on March 6.

“The UPA chairper-
son, former Prime Minis-
ter Manmohan Singh and 
Congress leader Shashi 
Tharoor have been in-

cluded in the list of cam-
paigners. The list has 
been approved by the 
Election Committee of 
the party and sent to the 
Election Commission,” 
state working president 
and Congress MP Vincent 
H Pala told PTI.

Former Union minis-
ters A K Antony, Salman 
Khurshid, Oscar Fer-
nandes and former Ker-
ala Chief Minister Oomen 

Chandy will also visit the 
state for campaigns, Pala 
said.

While 20 star cam-
paigners have been 
roped in from within the 
state, 20 others will be 
coming from outside.

Those included in 
the list from Meghalaya 
include Chief Minister 
Mukul Sangma and his 
brother Zenith Sangma, 
state party president Ce-

lestine Lyngdoh, cabinet 
ministers R V Lyngdoh, 
MM Danggo, HDR Lyn-
gdoh and Rajya Sabha MP 
Wansuk Syiem, he added.

The party here had 
faced a major jolt last 
month, when ive of its 
MLAs resigned from the 
Assembly and joined the 
NPP and two other legisla-
tors moved to the BJP and 
the newly formed People’s 
Democratic Front.

Meghalaya polls: Sonia, Manmohan
among Cong star campaigners

S /K -
 (T ), F  8 

(PTI): Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi today 
accused the Left Front 
government in Tripura 
of subjecting people to 
“slavery”, and asked the 
voters to “throw it away”.

Addressing two ral-
lies in the poll-bound 
state, Modi coined a new 
acronym ‘HIRA’--H for 

highways, I for Internet 
way, R for roadways and 
A for airways--, hard-
selling the BJP as a tool 
for ushering in prosper-
ity and development in 
the state which the Left 
has ruled for 25 years 
without a break.

Launching a scath-
ing attack on Chief Min-
ister Manik Sarkar and 
his party, Modi said the 

people in Tripura feel 
intimidated by the com-
munists.

“For something as 
basic as a ration card, 
people here have to ap-
proach the party of ice. 
Even when somebody 
gets murdered, police 
does not register a case 
unless they get the ap-
proval from the CPI(M),” 
he told an election rally 

at Sonamura in Sipahija-
la district, 50 km south-
west of capital Agartala.

The communists here 
force common people to 
depend on them for ev-
erything, he said, adding 
“this is the new face of 
slavery”.

He claimed Tripura 
has hardly witnessed any 
development under the 
Left rule.

The prime minister 
said people wear ‘manik’ 
(gemstone) for changing 
their fate, but this Manik 
(Sarkar) failed to bring 
prosperity to people.

“Throw away manik 
(Sarkar government) and 
go for ‘hira’ for prosper-
ity and development in 
the state in the upcoming 
election,” he urged the 
gathering.

Communists have subjected people of Tripura to slavery: Modi
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JioTV to 
broadcast 
Winter 
Olympics
M , F  8 (PTI): 
Popular TV App JioTV 
announced today it has 
been awarded India 
digital rights of the up-
coming Winter Olympic 
Games by the Interna-
tional Olympic Commit-
tee (IOC).

JioTV will work with 
the IOC to provide com-
prehensive coverage of 
the Games in India, thus 
enabling millions to ac-
cess live and catch-up 
content on their mobile 
devices, on the move, a 
media release said.

The Olympic Winter 
Games are scheduled 
from February 9 to 25 
at PyeongChang County, 
South Korea.

Featuring 102 events 
in 15 sports, including 
skiing, skating, luge, 
ski jumping, ice hockey 
and snow boarding, the 
Games will see partici-
pation from more than 
90 countries, including 
India.

Luger Shiva Keshavan 
and cross country skier 
Jagdish Singh will repre-
sent India.

In addition to work-
ing with JioTV, the IOC’s 
multi- platform media 
destination, the Olym-
pic Channel, will also 
stream live coverage of 
the Games in India, the 
release added.

S  M  (S ), 
F  8 (PTI): Pakistan pace 
legend Wasim Akram is quite 
impressed with Indian fast 
bowlers and feels they can 
be lethal in this year’s tour of 
England if Mohammed Shami 
corrects a run-up law and 
Jasprit Bumrah devotes some 
time to county cricket.

One of the greatest fast 
bowlers of all time and inargu-
ably the best left-arm pacer to 
have played the game, Akram 
dissected the current Indian 
bowling attack, which he feels 
has gained in con idence un-
like the teams of earlier era.

“Shami is a good bowler 
but sometimes I feel he is a 
bit laidback. As a fast bowler, 
irrespective of the match situ-
ation, he should just sprint in 
and try to hurry the batsmen, 
who have a frontfoot trigger 
movement,” Akram told PTI 
on the sidelines of the St Mori-
tz Ice Cricket Tournament in 
Switzerland.

Asked to elaborate on the 
technical aspects, Akram ex-
plained that Shami’s erratic 
strides at times hinder his 
consistency level.

“During his run-up, Shami, 
at times, tends to take small 
strides before his inal load 
up to the crease. Now when 
he is in rhythm, his strides are 
correct and equally measured 
but moment he gets a bit way-
ward, his strides get smaller. It 

should always be the opposite.
Akram said smaller strides 

result in a loss of pace.
“When the length of the 

stride decreases, a person’s 
bowling action doesn’t get com-
pleted. The force that is gener-
ated from the back goes miss-
ing and one loses out on a lot of 
pace,” said Akram, who picked 
414 Test and a whopping 502 
ODI wickets during his 19-year 
international career.

But Shami has had a histo-
ry of a dodgy knee and Akram 
agreed that it indeed was a 
genuine concern.

“That will be an issue with 
Shami. If you look at Shoaib 
Akhtar, he struggled with a 
dodgy knee. I suppose he has to 
work on the lower body muscles.

“He (Shami) is a strong lad 
and has played fair amount of 
international cricket to know 
how he should be working on 
his body, so he can play for 
India for at least 10 years,” 
said Akram, who is here as a 
commentator of Ice Cricket 
Challenge.

Michael Holding recently 
commented that Jasprit Bum-
rah is unlikely to be a big suc-
cess in England due to his hit-
the- deck action but Akram 
feels that it is something that 
can be worked upon.

“I agree with Mike that you 
can’t hit the deck on English 
surfaces but that would only 
come with experience. Look 

the BCCI doesn’t allow the In-
dian boys (main international 
stars) to play county cricket.

“If Bumrah plays at least 
a month of county every year, 
trust me, he will be a better 
bowler. But then Indian board 
has to tell Bumrah that forego 
a month’s IPL and play county 
cricket,” said Akram, who 
attributes his transformation 
from a raw talent to a world 
beater to the days he had spent 
as a pro with Lancashire.

But he certainly agrees 
that Bumrah will get better 
with more experience.

“He has had a good start to 
his Test career after starting 
off as a T20 specialist. So it’s a 
kind of change in mindset that 
is slowly happening for him. If 
people are talking about not 
having an outswinger, I won’t 
be bothered much.

“But if Bumrah can learn 
how to straighten the ball after 
pitching coming from wide off 
the crease, more often than not, 

it will be his wicket-taking de-
livery. He just needs to use a bit 
of wrists for that,” the ‘Sultan 
of Swing’ made it sound easier 
than it actually is. For him, Bhu-
vneshwar Kumar is the best In-
dian fast bowler on view.

“Bhuvneshwar Kumar 
has been the most impressive 
pacer in South Africa as far as 
my assessment goes. He was 
getting the ball to swing both 
ways. And with increased pace 
now, he has become all the 
more effective,” Akram said.

Another factor that would 
work for India during the Au-
gust tour, according to Akram, 
is that Dukes will be used in 
England.

“This Indian pace attack 
has potential to do well in 
England. They were very im-
pressive in South Africa with 
the kookaburra which is a 
dif icult ball to bowl with so 
Dukes which does a lot after 
pitching will be an easier for 
them,” he concluded.

Shami’s run-up a problem, Bumrah needs to play county: Akram

KUSHAN SARKAR 
S  M  (S ), F  8 (PTI): 
Sri Lanka speedster Lasith Malinga has hint-
ed at possible retirement, saying that he is 
mentally done with international cricket 
now that his eventful IPL career is over.

Malinga was yesterday appointed as 
bowling mentor of Mumbai Indians.

The Sri Lankan has been the core of 
Mumbai Indians winning combination in the 
last decade. He has donned the prestigious 
Mumbai Indians jersey in 110 matches of 
the 157 games the franchise has played so 
far.

“Mentally I am over with playing cricket. 
I don’t think I will play anymore internation-
al cricket. I am planning to announce my re-
tirement soon,” Malinga told PTI during an 
exclusive interaction on the sidelines of the 
St Moritz Ice Cricket Challenge here.

“I have not spoken to Sri Lanka Cricket 
(SLC) but once I go back I will have to again 
go through domestic grind, see how my 
body responds. But now as my IPL career 
is also over and I am starting a new chap-

ter with Mumbai Indians, I might not play 
again,” he added.

Malinga knows it would be tough not to 
play in front of a capacity Wankhede Sta-
dium crowd wearing the Mumbai Indians 
blue jersey but admitted that in his heart he 
knew that his time was up.

“Everyone gets that signal. Even the 
great Wasim Akram knew when his time 
was up,” he said.

“I was not surprised at their decision 
not to have retained me. I had 10 very good 
years with Mumbai Indians and I achieved 
a lot. But this year, the owners spoke to me 
and told me about their vision going for-
ward. They wanted to create a good team for 
the next three years. I also understand that 
my time in competitive cricket is over now.” 

The Sri Lankan slinger said he is looking 
forward to the new chapter of his life as a 
mentor.

“I am 34-years-old and not getting any 
younger. And I feel this is the right time to 
make a career move. Mumbai Indians had 
the mentorship role in mind and I am hap-

py to start a new innings,” said Malinga, who 
has a record 331 T20 wickets across 248 
games (international plus franchise).

“My job as a mentor will now give me 
an opportunity to guide the next crop of 
fast bowlers. I will pass on my knowledge 
to them and also it will be an opportunity 
to assess myself in the coaching arena,” he 
further added.

Malinga acknowledged the emergence 
of Jasprit Bumrah in Mumbai Indians out it 
and said he is a ine prospect in the shortest 
format.

“Bumrah has emerged as a great death 
bowler. He has the skill sets which I also had 
-- bowling at the death overs under pres-
sure. For that you need a different tempera-
ment as IPL is a high-pressure tournament,” 
he said.

“What makes me even more proud is the 
fact that he has transformed his IPL success 
into international cricket. I was so happy 
to see him perform so well in South Africa. 
His biggest quality is the ability to be con-
sistent.”

Malinga mulls retirement, says mentally done with cricket

CHETAN NARULA 
C  T , F  8 (PTI): 
Skipper Virat Kohli produced 
yet another masterclass knock 
before wrist-spinners came to 
the party to hand India a mas-
sive 124-run win in the third 
ODI against South Africa here, 
giving the visitors an unassail-
able 3-0 lead in the series.

Last night’s win, thus, 
took India one step closer to 
a maiden series triumph in 
South Africa.

Kohli reaf irmed his status 
as an ODI great with an un-
beaten 160 off 159 balls on a 
challenging surface, propelling 
India to 303 for six.

It was the 34th ODI hun-
dred for the Indian captain, 
who is now 15 shy of Sachin 
Tendulkar’s mark of 49.

Kohli has been simply 
unstoppable in the 50-over 
format of late and today’s 
match-winning effort was his 
fourth three- igure score in 
the last six ODIs. It was also his 
second hundred of the series 
and third of the tour.

While most Indian batsmen 
struggled after South Africa 
opted to bowl, Kohli made bat-
ting look easy. Shikhar Dhawan 
too stood out with a luent 76 
off 63 balls.

South Africa started the 
chase on a promising note with 
captain Aiden Markram (32) 
and JP Duminy (51) sharing 
a 78-run stand for the second 
wicket.

But most of their runs came 
against the pacers and when 
Indian spinners got into the 
act, it was a familiar story as 
South Africa surrendered to 
Yuzvendra Chahal (4/46) and 
Kuldeep Yadav (4/23) to end 
way behind at 170 all out in 40 
overs.

The South African bats-

men failed to pick India’s wily 
wrist-spinners, as was the case 
in the irst two ODIs.

The slide began with the fall 
of Markram, who was stumped 
by MS Dhoni after getting beat-
en by a lighted delivery from 
Yadav.

It happened to be Dhoni’s 
400th dismissal in ODIs as he 
became only the fourth wick-
et-keeper to reach that mile-
stone in ODIs.

Not reading the spinners 
led to South African batsmen 
being defensive which pushed 
the run-rate up. From a healthy 
79 for one in the 17th over, the 
hosts were reduced to 129 for 
ive in the 33rd over, ending all 

their hopes of a recovery.
Earlier, Kohli scored the 

highest individual score by an 
Indian batsman against South 
Africa in South Africa, going 
past Sourav Ganguly s 127 at 
Johannesburg in 2001. It was 
also Kohli s second-highest 
ODI score after 183 against Pa-
kistan in 2012.

Such was the nature of his 
innings that he scored only 60 
runs through boundaries while 
he had to run hard for the re-
maining 100. In total, he col-
lected 12 fours and two sixes.

He also became the irst 
Indian batsman to score a 
hundred against South Afri-
ca at Newlands. Only Ganguly 
previously had an ODI century 
at this ground, but that came 
against Kenya in March 2003.

Records kept tumbling as 
his innings progressed. He also 
became the Indian ODI captain 
with most hundreds to his name.

He went past Ganguly 
again, who has 11 centuries in 
142 innings. Kohli now boasts 
of 12 hundreds as skipper but 
in only 43 innings.

Kohli, with 318 runs in this 
series so far, now also has the 
most runs for a visiting bats-
man in a bilateral ODI series 
against South Africa in South 
Africa. Ricky Ponting, with 283 
runs in 2001-02, was the pre-
vious best.

In terms of balls faced, it 
was the joint-slowest hundred 
for Kohli, after he faced 119 
balls against Pakistan at Ade-
laide in 2015. But in doing so, 
Kohli put on 140 runs with 
Dhawan for the second wicket.

The Proteas made three 
changes to their playing elev-
en after the Centurion defeat. 
Lungi Ngidi and Heinrich 
Klaasen were handed their ODI 
debuts and came in for Morne 
Morkel and injured Quinton de 
Kock, respectively.

Andile Phehlukwayo was 
included ahead of Tabraiz 
Shamsi as the hosts played only 
full-time spinner. India ielded 
an unchanged side again.

Rohit Sharma (0) contin-
ued his poor run in this ODI 
series and was caught behind 
off the sixth ball he faced. The 
three-time ODI double-centu-
rion now averages 12.10 in 10 
innings on South African soil 
and has an ODI high score of 
only 23.

Kohli (on 0*) survived 

an early lbw shout off Kagi-
so Rabada (1-54) in the third 
over. He immediately asked for 
DRS review, which showed an 
inside edge and the decision 
was overturned.

Dhawan and Kohli then 
came together, and piled on the 
runs, almost continuing from 
where they had left off in the 
previous match.

Momentarily though, In-
dia s run-rate dipped below 
5/over as Chris Morris (1-45) 
exerted some control over pro-
ceedings.

In the meantime, Dhawan 
scored his 25th ODI half-cen-
tury off 42 balls and took his 
team past 100 in the 18th over.

Dhawan accelerated after 
reaching his mark, and scored 
26 runs off next 21 balls he 
faced. Part of the reason had 
to do with Imran Tahir s (1-
52) inclusion into the attack as 
Dhawan-Kohli pairing milked 
his bowling for runs.

JP Duminy (2-60) then 
provided the breakthrough. In 
fact, it was stand-in skipper 
Markram who did all the hard 
work and took a stunning div-
ing catch to dismiss Dhawan 
who had danced down to the 
part-timer.

South Africa then triggered 
a mini-collapse in the middle 
order as India lost three wick-
ets for 48 runs.

MS Dhoni (10) then 
stemmed the down-curve and 
added 40 runs with Kohli.

Kedar Jadhav (1) played a 
nothing shot and edged behind 
off Phehlukwayo (1-42) as In-
dia were reduced to 236 for six 
in the 43rd over.

The skipper then found a 
stable partner in Bhuvneshwar 
Kumar (16 not out) and the 
duo added 63 runs off only 43 
balls for the seventh wicket.

Kohli, wrist-spinners give India unassailable 3-0 lead Bengaluru 
FC seek to 
strengthen 
top spot
B , F  8 
(PTI): Leaders Bengalu-
ru FC will look to avenge 
their irst leg defeat and 
strengthen their top po-
sition when they take on 
FC Goa in an Indian Su-
per League match here 
tomorrow.

Bengaluru are cur-
rently on a roll after 
winning their last four 
matches. In their last 
match, BFC outplayed 
Chennaiyin FC 3-1 in an 
away game and before 
that they defeated ATK 
2-0 convincingly.

The Albert Ro-
ca-coached side are occu-
pying the top spot with 30 
points from 14 matches 
and FC Goa are at ifth with 
20 points from 12 matches.

Bengaluru are the 
second highest goal scor-
ing team with 28 goals 
and they kept four clean 
sheets from 14 matches. 
Goa topped the scoring 
charts by slotting 29 balls 
into the opposition net.

The visitors would 
like to draw inspiration 
from their irst leg en-
counter against Bengal-
uru when they defeated 
them 4-3 at Margao.

They have one of the 
best attacks of this year’s 
ISL. The veteran forward 
Ferran Corominas and 
mid ielder Manuel Lanza-
rote have won the hearts 
of the side’s supporters.

The 35-year-old Span-
ish forward Corominas is 
leading the race for Gold-
en Boot Award with 13 
goals to his name so far.
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NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR KIND MORNING DEAR WORTHY DEAR FALCON EVENING
Draw Time: 11:55 am onwards Draw Time: 04:00 pm onwards Draw Time: 08:00 pm onwards

Draw No:10 DrawDate on:08/02/18 Draw No:10 DrawDate on:08/02/18 Draw No:28 DrawDate on:08/02/18
1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 89A 78457 1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 87K 83586 1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 92H 87400

    (Including Super Prize Amt)     (Including Super Prize Amt)     (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.9497/- 78457 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9497/- 83586 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9497/- 87400 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
03331 12939 43576 66457 69450 01573 11711 12562 16755 16780 17490 21603 21821 39000 65709
79367 88713 90458 92652 98612 23837 25974 63558 65448 77542 69223 75768 83049 88085 97355
3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0763 1132 1869 3652 4005 4189 4993 5773 5815 7001 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 1265 1864 2074 3152 6095 6415 7883 8046 8823 9520 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 1020 1544 1582 1919 2549 4027 4146 8389 9076 9614
4th Prize Rs.250/- 0147 0893 1444 1515 1637 3271 3987 5344 5914 6759 4th Prize Rs.250/- 0049 0436 0448 1799 1837 2598 4458 7344 7784 9849 4th Prize Rs.250/- 1748 5800 6115 6500 7923 8361 8523 8545 9272 9628
5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/-
0007 0383 0572 0585 0631 0878 0913 0963 0964 0979 0232 0316 0636 0704 0914 1081 1300 1376 1434 1494 0060 0225 0263 0291 0305 0527 0552 0599 0750 0758
1058 1301 1345 1487 1651 1747 1767 1997 2060 2096 1531 1814 1925 2011 2065 2210 2372 2442 2508 2510 0765 0814 0897 0926 1041 1235 1236 1268 1464 1706
2149 2267 2294 2299 2451 2541 2621 2672 2697 2825 2566 2602 2769 2848 2876 2914 3423 3575 3613 3666 1750 1779 1787 1944 2001 2050 2108 2123 2150 2174
3029 3161 3294 3304 3318 3369 3573 3741 3875 3991 3866 4056 4100 4294 4297 4339 4476 4489 4576 4581 2206 2210 2247 2275 2441 2672 2734 2798 2836 2916
4161 4356 4398 4668 4741 4756 5285 5331 5346 5349 4635 4687 4698 4784 4826 4885 4962 4992 5045 5052 2974 3452 3526 3584 3676 3804 3822 4055 4061 4260
5371 5377 5413 5497 5527 5614 5865 5988 6052 6060 5238 5257 5268 5313 5406 5565 5809 5830 5836 5948 4347 4376 4563 4739 4813 4851 4916 4917 4933 5045
6511 6550 6728 6798 6803 6933 6952 7041 7044 7218 5987 6001 6156 6207 6352 6418 6680 6721 6821 6943 5051 5119 5214 5236 5337 5351 5500 5522 5744 5793
7329 7330 7427 7501 7646 7653 7661 7688 7877 7880 7047 7134 7242 7503 7524 7532 7550 7663 7671 7721 5839 5971 5981 6133 6370 6690 6709 6752 6825 6972
8034 8078 8221 8225 8397 8465 8575 8578 8607 8700 7737 7983 8049 8084 8232 8241 8428 8439 8659 8802 6989 7101 7165 7791 7810 7817 7871 8097 8280 8286
8911 9066 9281 9327 9333 9419 9599 9691 9752 9958 8957 8960 9146 9195 9396 9400 9492 9504 9819 9935 8338 8475 8553 8986 9321 9394 9484 9679 9694 9884

Issued by: 
The Director, Nagaland State Lotteries, Kohima, Nagaland
For Results, Please visit: www.nagalandlotteries.com

K I N D L Y     C H E C K     T H E     R E S U L T S     W I T H     T H E     O F F I C I A L     G A Z E T T E  

 MIZORAM STATE LOTTERIES
 LABHLAXMI CANCER

 Draw No:1 DrawDate on:08/02/18
 1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 3652
 2nd Prize Rs.1,000/- 5350 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 2191
 4th Prize Rs.300/- 3207 5th Prize Rs.  203/- 3971
 6th Prize Rs.100/-
 1058 1083 1102 1114 1123 1156 1174 1193 1211 1215
 1219 1238 1297 1320 1328 1351 1355 1358 1370 1396
 1472 1487 1490 1527 1531 1636 1724 1760 1762 1783
 1787 1800 1801 1803 1860 1872 1945 1969 1970 1996
 2007 2073 2108 2126 2131 2220 2230 2256 2281 2294
 2297 2304 2317 2382 2394 2399 2425 2426 2520 2524
 2550 2556 2561 2566 2615 2626 2627 2667 2699 2794
 2809 2823 2836 2866 2879 2890 2975 2986 3002 3048
 3069 3111 3136 3159 3185 3206 3247 3292 3312 3354
 3360 3391 3505 3524 3588 3609 3625 3672 3695 3740
 3763 3793 3813 3840 3880 3897 3937 3993 4026 4045
 4084 4094 4130 4138 4155 4164 4184 4214 4235 4237
 4245 4249 4261 4402 4417 4451 4460 4484 4547 4565
 4566 4581 4593 4628 4695 4724 4757 4767 4800 4810
 4858 4901 4902 4909 4944 4960 4963 4968 5018 5041
 5104 5135 5169 5177 5198 5206 5212 5214 5236 5293
 5334 5335 5391 5397 5422 5551 5552 5559 5568 5583
 5585 5588 5701 5714 5734 5751 5782 5786 5813 5840
 5868 5874 5880 5883 5890 5893 5902 5939 5946 5987
 6005 6014 6017 6021 6028 6078 6083 6097 6121 6245
 6259 6293 6296 6311 6336 6339 6353 6400 6413 6493
 6496 6512 6518 6528 6556 6563 6565 6577 6598 6601
 6620 6625 6641 6671 6673 6732 6739 6742 6755 6767
 6808 6817 6827 6828 6851 6902 6908 6911 6975 6990
Issued by:
The Director ,Mizoram State Lotteries,
For result please visit: www.mizoramlotteries.com

ARUNACHAL PRADESH STATE LOTTERIES
MUMBAILAXMI CHAND

Draw No:1 DrawDate on:08/02/18
1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 1456 2nd Prize Rs.2,000/- 2001
3rd Prize Rs. 1,000/- 1111 4th Prize Rs.  503/- 2151
5th Prize Rs.200/-
1003 1023 1061 1162 1220 1256 1263 1287 1304 1356
1415 1419 1496 1512 1513 1542 1581 1604 1607 1623
1625 1892 1941 1966 1980 1992 2070 2236 2304 2308
2329 2381 2405 2426 2512 2562 2631 2644 2683 2767
2772 2810 2867 2901 2916 2946 3002 3044 3046 3088
3155 3204 3211 3221 3380 3447 3525 3528 3535 3560
3570 3674 3776 3829 3947 3961 3986 4082 4124 4148
4274 4324 4368 4395 4433 4478 4707 4823 4825 4872
4905 5019 5074 5125 5458 5519 5566 5583 5609 5632
5644 5681 5765 5793 5808 5904 5906 5922 5932 5987
6th Prize Rs.100/-
1073 1079 1082 1114 1130 1156 1235 1237 1243 1260
1269 1302 1335 1341 1349 1384 1439 1470 1508 1521
1527 1543 1545 1579 1626 1651 1677 1683 1710 1711
1743 1790 1801 1824 1885 1897 1906 1909 1926 1934
1973 1976 1983 1990 2000 2006 2011 2031 2032 2033
2049 2063 2068 2093 2106 2150 2155 2157 2166 2170
2178 2229 2231 2270 2312 2315 2319 2321 2396 2399
2401 2402 2409 2452 2455 2463 2478 2485 2518 2520
2543 2550 2551 2566 2605 2675 2676 2681 2704 2707
2758 2763 2778 2834 2842 2860 2908 2909 2932 2934
2955 2967 2988 2994 3004 3007 3015 3026 3030 3042
3050 3069 3086 3150 3164 3207 3212 3243 3288 3299
3318 3326 3346 3495 3498 3527 3539 3579 3592 3611
3612 3641 3649 3834 3865 3877 3887 3942 3954 4053
4155 4270 4321 4337 4348 4385 4399 4458 4464 4495
4503 4532 4585 4722 4786 4787 4790 4824 4832 4845
4858 4860 4862 4870 4883 4890 4892 4929 4962 4993
5018 5081 5091 5102 5118 5242 5244 5247 5253 5273
5285 5332 5348 5457 5501 5503 5509 5521 5541 5595
5665 5721 5733 5806 5863 5865 5968 5975 5980 5995
Issued by:
The Commissioner,
ARUNACHAL PRADESH STATE LOTTERIES,ITANAGAR.

to book 
advertisements 

in Summit Times,  
mail us at - 

advertise@
summittimes.

com

or Call 
9933427505, 
9734152451, 
9647102692

03592-208698

K J M VARMA 
B , F  8 (PTI): China today 
opposed any UN mediation in the 
Maldives but called on the interna-
tional community to provide “sup-
port and convenience” to the rele-
vant parties to facilitate dialogue 
and resolve the country’s political 
crisis.

Ahead of the UN Security Council 
meeting today to discuss the situa-
tion in the Maldives after UN of icials 
offered to facilitate all-party talks to 
resolve the situation, Chinese foreign 
ministry spokesman Geng Shuang 
told media here that China is for sup-
porting relevant parties in the island 
nation to resolve the crisis.

Asked whether China is averse to 
UN mediation in the Maldives, Geng 
said “I made myself clear. The inter-
national community should respect 
the sovereignty and territorial integ-
rity of Maldives and provide support 
and convenience for dialogue be-
tween the relevant parties and play 
a constructive role in this aspect”.

The Chinese stand to provide 
outside support for the parties is 
seen as a slight change in Beijing’s 
position.

Opposition parties in the Mal-
dives allege China is backing Pres-
ident Abdulla Yameen who has 
permitted several high-pro ile Chi-
nese-backed infrastructure proj-
ects and signed a controversial Free 
Trade Agreement (FTA) with China 
despite domestic opposition. Geng’s 
comments came as Yameen dis-
patched special envoys to “friendly 
countries” like China, Pakistan and 
Saudi Arabia.

The special envoy for China is ex-
pected to arrive here later today.

Geng said “China thinks that the 
current situation and disputes in the 
Maldives belong to its internal af-
fairs. It should be properly resolved 
though consultations by relevant 
parties. The international commu-
nity should respect the Maldives’ 
sovereignty and territorial integrity 
and play a constructive role for dia-
logue between the relevant parties,” 
he said.

China, he said is willing to main-
tain close communication with rel-
evant parties in Maldives to restore 
normal order as soon as possible.

Asked whether it means China 
is in touch with former president 
Mohamed Nasheed who is bitterly 
critical of China’s role in the Mal-
dives, Geng said “We are maintaining 
close communication with relevant 
parties in the Maldives and the dip-
lomatic channels between two coun-
tries is also smooth”.

But at the same time, Geng re-
futed allegations by Sri Lanka-based 
Nasheed who has accused China of 
land grab and undermining the Mal-
dives’ sovereignty and security in 
the Indo-Paci ic. Nasheed also called 
for Indian military intervention to 
end the crisis.

Yesterday, Geng said China is op-
posed to any outside military inter-
vention in Maldives in response to 
Nasheed’s call.

“I think that kind of remarks (by 
Nasheed) is totally wrong. When 
Nasheed was president China has 
offered assistance to Maldives and 
promoted pragmatic cooperation 
and has achieved a lot of outcomes. 
I don’t know whether Nasheed will 
regard such cooperation as grab-
bing,” he said.

Based on mutual respect and 
equality, the Maldives has main-
tained cooperation on infrastructure 
and livelihood projects and China 
has made contribution to the trans-

formation of economic structure and 
improvement of livelihoods of peo-
ple of the Maldives, Geng said while 
defending China’s massive invest-
ments in the picturesque islands in 
the Indian Ocean.

“China has not attached politi-
cal strings for cooperation with the 
Maldives. China will never endanger 
the independence of the Maldives. 
Friendly cooperation is for all the 
people in the Maldives and it serves 
the interest of the two countries and 
two peoples,” he said.

Besides India, the US, the UN, and 
the EU have all expressed concern 
over Yameen jailing the Supreme 
Court judges and 81-year-old former 
president Maumoon Abdul Gayoom 
besides a number of opposition 
legislators.

UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres on Tuesday urged the Mal-
dives government to uphold the rule 
of law and ensure the safety of the 
people of the island nation.

The UN chief expressed seri-
ous concern about the unfolding 
situation in the Maldives and, in a 
statement issued by his spokesman 
Stephane Dujarric, urged the gov-
ernment to uphold the Constitution 
and the rule of law, lift the state of 
emergency as soon as possible, and 
take all measures to ensure the safe-
ty and security of the people in the 
country.

China views the Maldives as key 
to its Maritime Silk Road project in 
the Indian Ocean as it has already ac-
quired Hambantota port in Sri Lanka 
and Djibouti in the Horn of Africa.

Also China today further 
strengthened its travel advisory to 
thousands of Chinese tourists by 
asking travel agencies not to orga-
nise group tours to the Maldives 
during the the week- long Chinese 
New Year holiday this month.

Geng in his brie ing referred to 
the China Travel Bureau’s warnings 
to travel agencies about group tours.

Earlier, China had asked its tour-
ists to cancel plans to visit the Mal-
dives which is a favourite tourist 
destination.

Tourism is the Maldives’ biggest 
industry. It accounts for around a 
ifth of its GDP and generates billions 

of dollars every year in revenue. In 
2016, the sector was worth almost 
USD 9 billion.

About 1.4 million people visited 
the Indian Ocean archipelago last 
year, of which Chinese tourists con-
stituted about 30 per cent.

The Chinese New Year was stat-
ed to be biggest season for tourists 
from China to visit the Maldives.

Promote dialogue between Maldives parties to end crisis: China

More than 100 ighters allied with Syrian President Bashar al Assad have been killed in US-led coalition air and artillery strikes on pro-re-
gime forces. The air assault was launched after up to 500 pro-regime ighters backed by artillery, tanks, multiple-launch rocket systems 

and mortars targeted the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) headquarters in Deir al-Zor province in an “unprovoked attack”. Between 20 to 
30 artillery and tank rounds landed within 500m of the HQ, where coalition advisers are working with SDF ighters battling Islamic State 
militants east of the Euphrates River in Syria. The Syrian army, which is supported by Iranian-backed militias and Russian forces, are active 
on the other side of the river by the city of Deir al-Zor.

W , F  8 (PTI): The US 
Senate today reached a rare bipartisan 
compromise to avert another crippling 
government shutdown by reaching a 
two-year budget deal to raise spending 
on military and domestic programmes 
by almost USD 300 billion.

The deal, agreed upon by both the 
Democratic and Republican leaders of 
the Senate, was immediately welcomed 
by the White House.

Senate Majority Leader Mitch Mc-
Connell and Senate Minority Leader 
Charles Schumer announced the budget 
deal in the House of Representatives.

“I am very pleased to announce that 
we have reached a two-year budget deal 

to lift the spending caps for defence and 
urgent domestic priorities far above 
current spending levels,” Schumer said.

He added that there were still a few 
inal details to work out but all the prin-

ciples of the agreement were in place.
“The budget deal does not have ev-

erything Democrats want, it does not 
have everything the Republicans want, 
but it has a great deal of what the Amer-
ican people want,” Schumer said in his 
speech on the House Floor.

He said the budget deal was a “gen-
uine breakthrough” after months of leg-
islative logjams.

“After months of iscal brinkman-
ship, this budget deal is the irst real 

sprout of bipartisanship. And it should 
break the long cycle of spending crises 
that have snarled this Congress and 
hampered our middle class,” Schumer 
said.

The US government of icially shut-
down on January 20 for the irst time 
in ive years after the Senate rejected 
a short-term spending bill to keep the 
federal government running.

The shutdown gradually ended af-
ter Trump signed a bill to end the shut-
down after striking a deal with Demo-
crats to hold a debate on the future of 
over 700,000 young undocumented 
immigrants, including thousands of In-
dians.

White House Press Secretary Sarah 
Sanders said it was pleasing that Con-
gress has been able to meet the Trump 
administration’s defence spending re-
quirement and come together on a two-
year spending bill.

“This bill achieves our top priority, 
a much-needed increase in funding for 
our national defence. This still also in-
creases budget caps, ends the seques-
ter, and provides certainty for the next 
two years,” she told reporters.

Sanders said defence spending will 
match the request made by the Penta-
gon and will re lect what the President 
Donald Trump signed into law with the 
National Defence Authorisation Act.

US Senate reaches two-year budget deal to avert govt shutdown

US declares 
Pakistan-
based 
terrorists 
as global 
terrorists
W , F  8 
(PTI): The US today de-
clared as global terrorists 
three individuals linked 
to Pakistan-based terror 
out its like the LeT and the 
Taliban and asked Islam-
abad to deny sanctuaries 
to “dangerous” individuals 
and organisations.

As a result of today’s 
designation, all property 
and interests in property 
of the trio -- Rahman Zeb 
Faqir Muhammad, Hizb 
Ullah Astam Khan and 
Dilawar Khan Nadir Khan 
- subject to US jurisdic-
tion are blocked and the 
US citizens are prohibited 
from engaging in transac-
tions with them.

The US Department 
of Treasury designated 
the trio as “global ter-
rorists” for their links to 
terror out its like Lash-
kar-e-Taiba (LeT) and the 
Taliban.

This has been done as 
part of America’s efforts 
to disrupt South Asian 
terrorist support net-
works, the Treasury said.

“The Treasury contin-
ues to aggressively pursue 
and expose radicals who 
support terrorist organisa-
tions and run illicit inan-
cial networks across South 
Asia,” said Sigal Mandelker, 
Treasury Under Secretary 
for Terrorism and Finan-
cial Intelligence. He said 
they were targeting oper-
atives who provide logis-
tical support, improvised 
explosive devices and oth-
er technological assistance 
to Al-Qaeda, the LeT, the 
Taliban and other terrorist 
groups.

“This is part of this 
administration’s broader 
efforts to disrupt terror-
ist fund raising, and we 
call on the Pakistani gov-
ernment and others in 
the region to work with 
us to deny sanctuary to 
these dangerous individ-
uals and organisations,” 
Mandelker said. 

Rahman Zeb Faqir 
Muhammad (Rahman 
Zeb) was designated for 
providing inancial, mate-
rial, or technological sup-
port for, or other services 
to or in support of LeT.
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EtCETERA

ARIES: See about getting as active 
as possible today, Aries. This could 
really give your overall health a 
boost, especially if you’ve been 
sedentary lately. Try something fun 
like engaging in sports or taking a 
pooch for a walk. Gardening and 
cutting the lawn are other activities 
that are better for you than sitting 
all day. The physical movement 
can reduce stress and give you a 
sense of accomplishment. Every 
part of you benefi ts from being 
active. Check it out.   
TAURUS: Good decision making 
will be a prominent asset today, 
Taurus. It’s an excellent time to 
make a list of things that you’ve 
either put off  or haven’t been able 
to settle on. This doesn’t need to be 
things that are just related to work 
or fi nances. Consider putting eff ort 

into your personal life as well. 
If there are issues surrounding 
friends, your romantic partner, or 
family, this is a great opportunity 
to think up options.    
GEMINI: Your ability to 
concentrate will be enhanced today, 
Gemini. If you have studying or 
detailed work to tend to, this will 
be an opportune time to get to it. 
Hobbies that require a lot of focus 
may also strike your fancy. Even 
if a herd of stampeding elephants 
runs through your space, you aren’t 
likely to lose your concentration. 
Pull out your most intensive tasks 
and have a great day.  
CANCER: It’s time to get up 
and get moving, Cancer. If your 
job or home life leans toward the 
sedentary, your health can suff er if 
you don’t engage in some physical 

activity. Not only is your body 
aff ected by a lack of exercise 
but your mind and emotional 
disposition can become depleted 
over time as well. Even a daily 
walk or playing a sport once a week 
can make a world of diff erence. 
Try something today.  
LEO: It’s a great day to explore 
your creativity, Leo. This probably 
isn’t a new thing for you, since 
you’re artistic. Staying focused 
on one thing can be another story, 
though. Today’s energy can give 
you the extra concentration you 
need to get a creative project 
completed. Make the most of 
this by either fi nishing something 
you started earlier or tackling a 
new project. Have fun expressing 
yourself and creating!  
VIRGO: Taking the easy way out 

won’t tempt you in the least today, 
Virgo. This isn’t to say that you 
usually favor this approach, by 
any means; yet it’s safe to say that 
everyone is tempted from time to 
time. Not so for you, though, as the 
planetary aspects are giving you the 
strength to take all of the necessary 
steps, however long they may be. 
Stand your ground if a partner tries 
to convince you otherwise.  
LIBRA: Practicality and planning 
will work well for you today, Libra. 
It’s a good time to take a long look 
at your fi nancial situation. Are you 
where you want to be? Have you 
got plans in place for down the 
road? Do you have suffi  cient cash 
fl ow? Think about what you’d like 
to improve and make some plans. 
You can include talking with a 
fi nancial planner or trusted banker 

to create more options for yourself.  
SCORPIO: It’s a super day to 
make decisions, Scorpio. You can 
sit on the fence for a little too long 
when it comes to serious choices. 
Seize the energy that fl ows from 
today’s planetary aspects, make 
a list of things that need to be 
decided in the areas of work, 
relationships, and fi nances, and go 
down the list one by one. Don’t be 
afraid of making a mistake. Better 
that than missing out entirely, don’t 
you think?   
SAGITTARIUS: It’s a great day to 
set some of your ideas into motion, 
Sagittarius. The courage you need 
to forge ahead is available to you 
with this day’s planetary aspects. 
All you need to do is use it. If your 
thoughts aren’t clear, sit down and 
write your ideas out. Note the steps 

you need to take in order to get 
things rolling and then make your 
move. Don’t let fear or insecurity 
hold you back!  
CAPRICORN: A renewed sense 
of values and integrity may be 
present for you today, Capricorn. 
Connecting with this can be 
extremely uplifting, as it can put 
everything into perspective for you. 
With your hardworking tendencies, 
it can be easy to drift from the things 
that are most important to you as a 
person. Make the most of this day 
by getting in touch with yourself. 
If you keep a journal, explore your 
mood on paper.  
AQUARIUS: Settling a dispute 
may be on your agenda today, 
Aquarius. You may fi nd yourself 
getting caught smack in the 
middle of the stew if you aren’t 

careful. If this happens, the wisest 
thing might be to pull out. When 
you’re in this position (especially 
with two people you care about), 
the outcome winds up hurting 
someone, and it may just be you. If 
you tell them you care about them 
both too much to get involved, 
chances are you’ll be far better off .  
PISCES: You’re likely to be 
feeling pretty energetic today, 
Pisces, making it an opportune 
time to do some much-needed 
cleaning and organizing. Why 
not tackle those closets, attic, and 
storerooms? If you have to work, 
your desk, workspace, and fi ling 
cabinets could use a little attention. 
Just think how great it will feel 
when everything is in order! 
Make the most of your energy by 
accomplishing as much as you can.  
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CAFFEINATED COLLINS! Actress Lily Collins gets in 
her coffee fi x while around town in West Hollywood.

Today is Chocolate Day. Choco-
late Day is celebrated on Feb-

ruary 9 and it is the third day of the 
Valentine Week. When it comes to 
celebrating the romantic season 
of Valentine week, roses and choc-
olates are the key ingredient to a 
romantic week. Just like red roses 
chocolate is also a universal sym-
bol of love and affection. And you 
might hardly ind who can’t resist 
good old chocolates. So this Valen-
tine’s Day get lost in the dreamy 
taste of chocolates with you spe-
cial someone. Gifting chocolates will further sweeten your bond. Apart from gifting chocolates 
to your beloved, you can go ahead and surprise him or her with unique yet Valentine gift. 

WHAT DAY IS TODAY ON VALENTINE’S WEEK?

LEGENDARY ACTOR AL
PACINO TO STAR IN 
DHANUSH’S NEXT

Legendary actor Al Pacino is con irmed to be seen 
in Dhanush’s next Tamil outing. The ilm will be 

produced under Dhanush’s banner, Wunderbar Films. 
Dhanush might consider Karthik Subbaraj who has 
also directed Jigarthanda in the past to direct this 
dream ilm of his. The makers were looking at cast-
ing a senior Hollywood actor for this role alongside 
Dhanush and they met quite a few renowned names. 

Finally, Al Pacino was brought on 
board. The makers are looking 
out for a young girl to be cast op-
posite Dhanush. They have been 
approaching names from the South 
as well as the Hindi ilm fraternity. 
But no one has been inalised so far. 
The ilm is still in its planning stage 
and not much is known. 

However, Filmfare magazine reports that a huge 
portion of the ilm will be shot in New York. Appar-
ently, Al Pacino might also ly down to India to shoot 
some parts of the ilm. The multi talented Dhanush is 

an actor, producer, director, writer, 
lyricist, screenwriter, and also a 
playback singer. He is known most-
ly for his work in Tamil cinema. His 
music video Kolaveri di has been a 
rage on the internet. He made his 
debut in Hindi ilms with Raanjha-
naa in 2013, after which he also 
appeared in Shamitabh alongside 

Amitabh Bachchan. Dhanush made his debut with 
Thulluvadho Ilamai, in 2002. It was a coming-of-age 
ilm directed by his father, Kasthuri Raja. Dhanush is 

married to Aishwarya, the legendary superstar Ra-

jinikanth’s daughter.
Al Pacino on the other hand is a popular American 

actor and ilmmaker with a career spanning over ive 
decades, during which time he has received numer-
ous accolades and honors both competitive and hon-
orary. He has starred in well acclaimed ilms like the 
Godfather series directed by Francis Ford Coppola, 
Scarface directed by Brian De Palma and Donnie Bras-
co directed by Mike Newell apart from many other 
ilms that made a mark and stand out as classics. It’ll 

be interesting to see what does Dhanush’s ilm have 
in store for us with such a huge personality from the 
West being a part of the ilm. 

The comedian boycotts 
the social media group, 

claiming it is pro iting from 
Russian interference in US 
elections.

Jim Carrey has deleted his 
Facebook account, claiming 
the social network pro ited 
from Russian interference in 
the 2016 US election.

The actor also declared 
he is selling his Facebook 
shares and urged others to 
do the same.

Carrey, 56, posted on 
Twitter: “I’m dumping my @
facebook stock and deleting 
my page because @facebook 
pro ited from Russian inter-
ference in our elections and 
they’re still not doing enough 
to stop it.

“I encourage all other in-
vestors who care about our 
future to do the same. #un-
friendfacebook.”

Facebook has reported 
that 126 million American 
users saw posts of suspected 
Russian interference during 
the 2016 election campaign. 
Carrey’s post comes days 
after the actor was cleared 
of having any involvement 
in the suicide of his ex-girl-

friend.
The comedian was ac-

cused of providing the fatal 
prescription pills to his girl-
friend of three years, Cathri-
ona White, in 2015.

A number of media out-
lets reported on his behav-
ior in the months after her 
death.

Esquire magazine de-
scribed one interview with 
him as “bonkers”. At a fashion 
show in New York the actor 

was spotted walking the red 
carpet by a reporter.

“There’s no meaning to 
any of this,” he said. “I wanted 
to ind the most meaningless 
thing I could come to and join 
and here I am.”

Photos taken at White’s 
funeral showed a distraught 
Carrey carrying her cof in on 
his shoulders.

The comedian, who once 
made four ilms a year, sub-
sequently withdrew from the 

public eye.
After two years of public 

silence, a short ilm was re-
leased online. The 55-year-
old star was featured paint-
ing luorescent, biblical imag-
ery.”I needed colour,” he said 
to the camera.

After he was cleared of 
having any role in Cathriona 
White’s suicide, his represen-
tative said he was “looking 
forward to moving on with 
his life”.

JIM CARREY DELETES FACEBOOK
ACCOUNT OVER RUSSIA

In just one day, the 
reality star and her 

newborn baby girl 
with Travis Scott gar-
nered more than 14.1 
million likes as well as 
536K comments. To 
put that in perspec-
tive, Beyoncé and her 
twins held the title 
since July with 10.3 
million likes and 317K 
comments.

Kris Jenner took to 
Instagram in a now-deleted post to congrat-
ulate her youngest daughter on breaking the 
record.

“Wow Kylie!! How incredible, this is the 
most-liked picture in the history of Insta-
gram!!” the Kardashian matriarch wrote. 
“Thank you everyone for the outpouring 
of love for our precious Stormi! #blessed 
#stormi #proudmama #love.”Kylie also an-
nounced the birth of little Stormi—the irst 
child for both her and Travis—on Instagram.

“I’m sorry for keeping you in the dark 
through all the assumptions,” she wrote on 
Sunday. “I understand you’re used to me 
bringing you along on all my journeys. My 
pregnancy was one I chose not to do in front 
of the world. I knew for myself I needed to 
prepare for this role of a lifetime in the most 
positive, stress free, and healthy way I knew 

how. There was no gotcha moment, no big 
paid reveal I had planned. I knew my baby 
would feel every stress and every emotion so 
I chose to do it this way for my little life and 
our happiness.”

Kylie continued, “Pregnancy has been the 
most beautiful, empowering, and life-chang-
ing experience I’ve had in my entire life and 
I’m actually going to miss it. I appreciate my 
friends and especially my family for helping 
me make this special moment as private as 
we could. My beautiful and healthy baby girl 
arrived February 1st and I just couldn’t wait 
to share this blessing. I’ve never felt love and 
happiness like this I could burst! Thank you 
for understanding.”

On Tuesday, she announced her baby girl’s 
name alongside her very irst photo with a 
caption that simply read, “stormi webster” 
with a baby angel emoji.

KYLIE JENNER AND BABY
STORMI JUST BECAME THE MOST LIKED 

INSTAGRAM PHOTO EVER

THIS WEEK’S TOP 
10 SONGS ON 

BILLBOARD HOT 100
1. Drake- God’s Plan
2. Ed Sheeran Duet With 

Beyonce- Perfect
3. Bruno Mars and Cardi 

B- Finesse [Remix]
4. Camila Cabello Fea-

turing Young Thug- 
Havana

5. Post Malone Featur-
ing 21 Savage- Rock-
star

6. Halsey- Bad At Love
7. Dua Lipa- New Rules
8. Migos, Nicki Minaj 

and Cardi B- Motor-
Sport-

9. Justin Timberlake 
Featuring Chris Sta-
pleton- Say Some-
thing

10. Imagine Dragons- 
Thunder


