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NOW OUT ON THE BOOKSTANDS!

ESSAYS ON TEESTA, HYDEL AND 
CLIMATE CHANGE IN SIKKIM
The SummitTimes Spotlight series now in a book!

AVAILABLE IN GANGTOK AT
RACHNA BOOKS, Development Area; KANDOIKA, New Market; 
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Lako Phuti Bhutia and 
Anju Tamang from 

West Sikkim have been 
shortlisted by All In-
dia Football Federation 
[AIFF] to undergo prepa-
ratory camp from 15-30 
June in preparation for 
Asian Games 2018. The 
camp is being organised 
by AIFF.

Lako Phuti and Anju 
are part of Sikkim’s Se-
nior Division players. 
AIFF, meanwhile, is yet 
to inalise the venue for 
the coaching camp which 
will be intimated at a lat-

er stage.
Lako hails from the 

village of Sribadam in 
West Sikkim and is the 

daughter of Mikchen 
Bhutia and Late Pem 
Lhamu Bhutia. Daughter 
of Kanchi Maya and Ram 

Singh Tamang, Anju, who 
also hails from West Sik-
kim, is an extraordinarily 
talented striker.

Both of them have 
been trained under Palden 
Bhutia at Mangalbaria 
Girls Football Academy.

Lako Phuti is current-
ly working as assistant 
coach at Soreng Girls 
Football Academy in 
West Sikkim.

SFA president, Menla 
Ethenpa, has congratu-
lated both the players 
and has expressed con i-
dence that they will have 
no problems getting se-
lected in the inal list. He 
further urged the girls to 
give their 100% effort in 
the camp and has wished 
them good luck.

Two Sikkimese girls shortlisted for
Asian Games 2018 prep camp
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The fourth session of 
the Kailash Mansaro-

var 2018 pilgrimage will 
begin from 11 Jun, next 
week. The irst batch is 
expected to cross the 
border via Nathula as 
early as the summer of 
2018.

Tourism Secretary, CP 
Dhakal, informed Sum-
mitTimes that the 10th 
batch of pilgrims will go 
to Kailash Mansarovar 
in the Tibetan Autono-
mous Region of China 
via Nathula this time and 
each batch will consist 
of 50 people including 
medical and other sup-
port staff.

“The Kailash Mansa-
rovar via Nathula has a 
budget of Rs 2.30 lakh,” 
informed a Tourism De-
partment of icial here in 
Gangtok.

Last session of the 
pilgrims to Kailash 
Mansarovar could not 
take place due to the In-
do-China border con lict 
at Doklam, just 13 KMS 
away from Nathula and 
some 65 KMS away from 
the State capital.

India and China, it 
may be recalled, had 
signed a bilateral agree-
ment on the Nathula 
alternative route in Sep-
tember 2014. The MoU 
provides for conducting 
the Kailash Mansarovar 
Yatra through Nathula in 
addition to the existing 
Lipulekh Pass in Uttara-
khand.

As per a Tourism 
of icial, the pilgrims 
will be required to halt 
for at least for two days 
in Gangtok and then 
proceed to 17th Mile 

and Sherathang for 
further acclimatization 
before they proceed to 
the thinner air of the 
Tibetan plateau beyond 
Nathula. The alternative 
route from Nathula will 
reportedly proceed 
through Shigatse in TAR 
and then move on to 
Kailash Mansarovar.

The Nathula route is 
considered a compar-
atively easier route to 
the ones currently being 
used from Uttrakhand 
and Nepal and both in-
volve heavy-trekking 
through grueling terrain 
at altitudes up to 19,500 
feet. The new route will 
allow pilgrims to be driv-
en all along, travelling 
irst from Gangtok in Sik-

kim to Shigatse in Tibet 
from where they can take 
vans and buses on the ex-
isting road to Mansaro-
var and Kailash directly.

The tour is monitored 
by the Sikkim Tourism 
Development Coopera-
tion to Nathula-Kailash 
Mansarovar Yatra on G2G 
[Government-to-Govern-
ment] basis, coordinating 
their travel and return to 
India upto Gangtok.

While the Nepal route 
takes 10 days, the ardu-
ous trekking option via 
Uttarakhand takes 27 
days. The Nathula option, 
as per projections, will 
take only 8 days to com-
plete the yatra. While the 
Nathula route is usual-
ly open from March to 
November, the Lipulekh 
route is only open for 
four months in a year 
from June to September. 
Also, there is a limit on 
the number of pilgrims 
allowed to take the Lip-
ulekh route every year.

Kailash 
Mansarovar Yatra

2018 to commence
this month

Petrol price 
cut by 6 
paise, diesel 
by 5 paise
N  D , J  1 (PTI): 
The trend of miniscule re-
duction in petrol and die-
sel prices continued for 
the third consecutive day 
today with oil irms cut-
ting rates by 6 paise and 5 
paise a litre respectively.

The reductions follow 
softening of internation-
al oil rates and the rupee 
gaining against the US 
dollar.

Prices vary from 
state-to-state depending 
on local sales tax or VAT. 
Delhi has the cheapest 
price among all metros 
and most state capitals.

This is the third re-
duction in rates coming 
after 16 days of relent-
less price hikes that fol-
lowed lifting of a nearly 
three-week hiatus on 
price revision just before 
Karnataka went to polls.

Petrol price was yes-
terday cut by 7 paise a li-
tre and diesel by 5 paise. 
On Wednesday rates 
were cut by 1 paisa each.

These reductions fol-
lowed rates touching an 
all-time high of Rs 78.43 
per litre for petrol and Rs 
69.31 for diesel in Delhi 
on May 29.

In the 16 consecutive 
increases since May 14, 
petrol price was hiked by 
Rs 3.8 per litre and diesel 
by Rs 3.38.

YOGEN THATAL
S , 01 J :

Singtam Nagar Pan-
chayat today conduct-

ed an inspection of the 
Mandi Bazaar here and a 
huge amount of non-or-
ganic vegetables ready 
for Friday Haat sale were 
seized.

Councillors of Ward 
No 1 & 5, Rajani Singh and 
Bhumi Subba, along with 
Sanitation Of icer, Biren-
dra Rai, Supervisor, Raju 
Bardewa, and Police per-
sonnel from Singtam Po-
lice Station conducted the 
raid early this morning.

Nearly three tonnes 

of non-organic vegetables 
were seized and taken 
under the custody of Sing-
tam Nagar Panchayat.

“The accused vendor 
will be ined after proper 
interrogation in the pres-
ence of Municipal Execu-
tive Of icer,” informed Mr 
Rai.

Non-organic vegetables seized
at Singtam Mandi 

SUMMIT REPORT
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Marathon Man of Sikkim, Amar Sub-
ba, came in tenth in the 12-Hour 

[Night] Stadium Run held on 26-27 May 
at Gachibowli Stadium in Hyderabad. 
He covered a distance of 87.2 KMs in 
12 hours. With this, he has also quali-
ied for the upcoming 24 Hour Stadium 

Challenge to be held on 16-17 June at 
Mumbai in Maharashtra.

The Gachibowli event was organ-
ised by Bangalore-based Non-Stop En-
tertainment Business [NEB] Sports and 
was competed in by 37 male and 07 fe-
male ultra runners from different parts 
of the country.

Earlier, Amar Subba had stood on 
5th position in the 12-Hour Stadium 
Run at Mumbai in 2015, covering a dis-
tance of 95.6 KMs in 12 hours. He had 
participated in a 12 Hour Stadium Run 
for the irst time at Bangalore in 2014 
when he had covered a distance of 96 
KMs and stood on the third position. 
Then, he stood on the 5th position in 
another 12 Hour Stadium Run at Mum-

bai in 2015 covering a distance of 95.6 
KMs.

Addressing a press conference here 
today, the 50-year-old Mr Subba ex-
pressed happiness on inishing the run 
in the top-10. 

“Although I have not able to break 
my record of 96 KMs in 12 hours this 
time, I am satis ied with my perfor-
mance in the event among the best 
ultra runners of the country. This was 
another learning experience for me to 
do better in upcoming competitions,” 
he shared. 

He covered 218 rounds of a 400 me-
ter track in 12 hours to cover the dis-
tance of 87.2 KMs.

“I am happy that I have quali ied for 
the upcoming 24 Hour Stadium Chal-
lenge to be held on 16 and 17 June at 
Mumbai in Maharashtra. I will prepare 
hard and give my best to in this compe-
tition to keep the name of Sikkim on the 
top,” Mr Subba said. 

He also thanked all his supporters 
and well-wishers for their continuous 
support.   

Amar Subba completes
12-hr Stadium Run

in top-10

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 01 J : 

Secretary to Tourism 
and Civil Aviation De-

partment, CP Dhakal has 
appealed to all tourism 
stakeholders of Sikkim 
to work responsibly and 
sincerely for the sustain-
ability of the blooming 
tourism sector in the 
State. He stated that the 
rise of tourist footfall in 
Sikkim this year has also 
created some problems 

so there was need for ev-
eryone to work together 
responsibly to address 
these issues for sustain-
able tourism in Sikkim.

Addressing a press 
conference here this af-
ternoon, Mr Dhakal stat-
ed that the recognition 
of Sikkim tourism in na-
tional and international 
levels and the hospitality 
of Sikkimese people has 
been attracting tourists 

Tourism Dept urges
tourism stakeholders to

work responsibly
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WANGCHUK BHUTIA
M , 01 J :

Sikkim Democrat-
ic Front started its 

Jan Chetna Abhiyan at 
Lingchom Ward of Ka-
bi-Tingda Gram Pan-
chayat Unit under Ka-
bi-Lungtsok constituen-
cy in North Sikkim on 
31 May. General secre-
tary [Publicity], North, 
Krishna Lepcha, along 
with district youth con-
vener, Tshering Gyatso 
Lepcha, and Ward Pan-
chayat, Chewang Phur-
ba Sherpa, conducted 
door-to-door interac-
tion with the people to 
deliver the party’s poli-
cies and programmes.

“The objective of Jan 
Chetna Abhiyan is to de-
liver the ideologies and 

principles of the party 
president to the peo-

ple,” said SDF publicity 
general secretary, Mr 

Lepcha.
During the drive, 

people were handed 
over green book of the 
party. The visiting team 
conducted interaction 
sessions with the youth, 
chelis and senior citizens 
of the area.

It is informed that the 
Jan Chetna Abhiyan will 
be conducted GPU-wise 
at all constituencies of 
North Sikkim.

The public of Ka-
bi-Tingda GPU have ex-
pressed their gratitude 
to the party president 
for the developments 
initiated in the area and 
have also placed forward 
some of their pending 
demands.

SDF starts its Jan Chetna Abhiyan in North Sikkim

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 01 J :

Advanced Techni-
cal Training Centre 

[ATTC] and Centre for 
Computers and Com-
munication Technology 
[CCCT], two of the pre-
mier polytechnics estab-
lished by the Govern-
ment of Sikkim in 1999, 
is inviting applications 
for admission to its 10 
three-year regular diplo-
ma courses approved by 
AICTE and certi ied by 
the State Board of Tech-
nical Education, Human 
Resource Development 
Department, Govern-
ment of Sikkim, for the 
academic session 2018.

The ATTC and CCCT 
were established with 
the aim to address the 
need for employable 
skills to be imparted 
to the youth of Sikkim. 
These institutes are ISO 
9001 certi ied and four 
courses of ATTC are also 
accredited by National 
Board of Accreditation in 
the year 2017, a press re-
lease informs.

With the recent dec-
laration by Chief Minis-
ter Pawan Chamling to 
provide 100% inancial 
support to each aspiring 
Sikkimese student pos-
sessing valid Certi icate 
of Identi ication [COI] 
interested in pursuing 
technical education at 

ATTC and CCCT, this 
State sponsored edu-
cation scheme will en-
able young students to 
study free of cost at both 
polytechnics. The State 
Government’s initiative 
to provide inancial as-
sistance for tuition and 
academic fees will fur-
ther enable Sikkimese 
students to pursue their 
dream of technical edu-
cation in their own State.

The HRD Department 
has expressed its grat-
itude to the CM for this 
kind and noble initiative.

It may be mentioned 
here, ATTC and CCCT 
have excellent place-
ment record, offering 
good placement to its 
inal year students who 

are presently working 
in all corners of the na-
tion. Some of the reputed 
companies where ATTC 
and CCCT students have 
been placed are Maruti 
Suzuki India Ltd, Daikin 
Air conditioning, Arce-
lor Mittal, Makino, Tata 
Motors, Force Motors, 
CIPLA, Zydus, Alkem, TII 
Germany, Hitachi Auto-
motives, etc.

The admission pro-
cess for the academic 
session 2018 will open 
on 05 Jun. Interested 
students are requested 
to register at the of icial 
website of the institutes: 
www.sikkimservice.in

Admissions at
ATTC & CCCT to open

from 05 Jun

in Sikkim from across 
the globe. However, the 
increase in the footfall 
of tourists in Sikkim has 
also created problems 
of unavailability of taxis, 
overcharging by hotels 
and taxis, tourist permit 
and others.

On the same, the Sec-
retary informed that the 
department recently held 
meetings with Police De-
partment and tourism 
stakeholders in Sikkim to 
discuss these issues and 
tourist complaints. He 
informed that the Police 
has started checking vehi-
cles for overcharging and 
other issues and Trans-
port Department has al-
ready provided 10 buses 
to ply between Gangtok 
to Ranipool for the con-
venience of local people. 
The Department has also 
requested the Army to in-
crease the number of per-
mits for tourists to visit 
Nathula. It is informed 
that presently 75 permits 
are being given daily for 
Nathula.

Mr Dhakal urged 
Gangtok Municipal Cor-
poration to start check-
ing hotels for overcharg-
ing as it falls under their 
jurisdiction and Health 
Department to check the 
cleanliness and hygiene 
of hotels. He informed 
that the Home Ministry 
has also lifted the Pro-
tected Area Permit and 
Restricted Area Permit 
for North Sikkim which 
may help to further in-
crease the in low of for-
eign tourists. He further 
added that the State 
Tourism Policy is also 
ready and will be placed 
in the upcoming cabinet 
meeting scheduled to be 
held on 04 June.

Finally, the Secretary 
urged everyone in the 
State to cooperate and to 
work responsibly for the 
sustainability of tourism 
in the State.

Tourism 
Dept urges
tourism...

contd from pg01
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Sikkim Democratic Front has 
lashed out against Bhaic-

hung Bhutia and his Hamro 
Sikkim Party [HSP] following 
the latter’s speech against the 
Chief Minister Pawan Chamling 
during the launch of the party at 
Daramdin on Thursday.

SDF has asserted that the irst 
public meeting of HSP was total-
ly anti-Sikkim. The ruling party 
has said that anti-Sikkim views 

of Bhaichung Bhutia became evi-
dent from his statement wherein 
he had said that under the SDF 
rule the State has been silent like 
a “crematory ground” for the last 
24 years.

SDF has strongly condemned 
the disrespectful and baseless 
statements of Mr Bhutia against 
the Chief Minister and other 
people’s representatives.   

An SDF press release issued 
by its spokesperson, Bhim Dahal 
states that Bhaichung has closed 

his eyes to the truth of decrease 
in poverty from 41% in 1994-95 
to 5% at present and poverty 
alleviation programmes of the 
SDF government in the last 24 
years to uplift the living stan-
dards of the State’s people. 

He has not been able to see 
the heights of development tak-
ing place in Sikkim as he was 
busy playing football for the last 
two decades, the release says. 

Bhaichung should not deny 
or lie about the transformation 

that the State has undergone, 
the release adds.

SDF has further said that 
people were expecting HSP 
to talk about its future pro-
grammes and policies but all it 
did was make false and baseless 
allegations against SDF.

On Assembly seat reserva-
tion for Limboo and Tamang 
communities, SDF has said that 
it is unfortunate that Mr Bhutia 
and RB Subba are giving care-
less and insensitive statements.

SDF lashes out against HSP and Bhaichung Bhutia

SUMMIT REPORT
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Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha has opposed the 

recent announcement 
made by Chief Minis-
ter Pawan Chamling at 
Ravongla, South Sikkim 
during his Jan Sewa Jan 
Samman Programme re-
garding Bhutia- Lepcha 
seat reservation in Urban 
and Rural Local Bodies.

An SKM press release 

alleges that Mr Chamling 
had assured BL reserved 
seats in the Panchayat 
and Municipal elections 
knowing that no seats for 
BLs could be reserved in 
the Panchayat or Munic-
ipal elections.

“The announcement 
was made to play with 
the sentiments of a large 
section of Bhutia and 
Lepcha voters and just 
to appease and acquire 

votes from the BL com-
munity for the upcoming 
2019 general elections. 
It is astonishing that 
Pawan Chamling crossed 
the highest boundaries of 
political ethics and made 
the announcement only 
for the sake of acquiring 
votes to safeguard his 
diminishing power,” the 
release states.

It adds that reserva-
tion of BL seats in the 

Urban and Rural local 
bodies has already been 
made clear by the High 
Court of Sikkim. 

The Constitution does 
not allow for separate 
reservation of BL seats in 
the Urban and Rural Local 
Bodies and this is precise-
ly why the Government of 
Sikkim headed by Pawan 
Chamling himself had to 
quash its own noti ica-
tion published in the year 

2010 and issue different 
noti ications dated 01 
Sept and 09 Sept 2015, 
reserving seats for STs 
in Urban and Rural Local 
Bodies wherein the STs of 
Sikkim, namely the Bhut-
ias, Lepchas, Limboos and 
Tamangs could contest, 
the release further states.

SKM has demand-
ed an apology from Mr 
Chamling for “lying” to 
the BLs of Sikkim.

CM lying about BL reservation in
urban and local bodies: SKM 

SUMMIT REPORT
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Mamring Senior Secondary 
School, East Sikkim, ob-

served World No Tobacco Day 
in a programme organized joint-
ly by National Service Scheme 
unit, SAATHI Club and Red Rib-
bon Club of Mamring SSS at the 
school premises on 31 May, a 
press release informs.

The programme commenced 
with a counseling session on 
tobacco cessation delivered by 
Principal, Prahlad Sharma, fol-
lowed by awareness speech 
against tobacco use delivered by 
student peer educators and NSS 
volunteers. A short role play on 
the effect of tobacco use to family 
and younger generation was also 
demonstrated by volunteers.

Later, SAATHI Club of Mam-
ring SSS visited Tareythang 
village near Pakyong in East 
Sikkim and conducted a com-
munity outreach programme at 

Tareythang Secondary School 
to spread awareness on ill ef-
fects of tobacco use. Ten stu-
dents from Tareythang SS were 

nominated as members of the 
SAATHI team.

Principal of Mamring SSS has 
extended gratitude to the school 

staff and students and the Prin-
cipal of Tareythang SS for their 
co-operation throughout the 
programme.

Mamring SSS observes World No Tobacco Day

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 01 J ;

Mevedir organized 
Ward level training 

programme on organ-
ic farming and Internal 
Control System for or-
ganic certi ication for 
farmers of Sribadam 
Ward under Barasam-
dong GPU at Lower Sri-
badam in West Sikkim 
today, a press release in-
forms.

The training was con-
ducted in collaboration 
with the Panchayats of 
the area and had master 
trainers, Lhazong Bhutia 
and Ran Maya Rai, as re-
source persons.

Resource person, Ms 
Bhutia highlighted the 
importance of maintain-
ing organic integrity.

“If farms do not ob-
serve the stipulated or-
ganic norms as set by 
NPOP and NOP, they can 
be reverted to in-conver-
sion period by the certi-
ication body,” she added.

Ms Bhutia further 

informed about Mission 
Organic Value Chain De-
velopment [MOVCD] 
programme under which 
farmers can get various 
inputs for promotion of 
crops. The importance 
of the Tracenet number 
and submitting authentic 
crop yield data was also 
discussed among the 
participants.

In the next session, 
resource person, Ms 
Rai, explained about the 
steps for preparation 
of Amritjal, an easy and 
quick method to prepare 
a local fertilizer with on-
farm available inputs. 
The application method, 
frequency of usage and 
other details were ex-
plained to the farmers. 

The participants were 
also informed about en-
gaging all arable land 
for production of crops, 
fruits and spices and as-
sociating farms with GPU 
Farmer Producer Organi-
zations for assistance in 
marketing their produce.

Training on farmers’ 
welfare schemes 

and organic farming 
in West Sikkim

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 01 J :

Krishi Vigyan Kendra, West Sikkim in collab-
oration with the Department of AHLF&VS, 

Soreng conducted Animal Health Camp cum 
awareness programme on “Common Diseases of 
Cattle” at 8th Mile in Budang, West Sikkim today, 
a press release informs.

Subject Matter Specialist [Animal Science], 
Dr Lhaki Doma Bhutia, and Veterinary Of icer, Dr 
KP Bhutia, explained about the common diseas-
es of cattle in Sikkim, its prevention and control, 
importance of timely deworming of livestock and 
regular supplementation of mineral mixture to 
milch cattle.

Deworming medicines, mineral mixture of 1 
kg each and other common medicines were also 
distributed to 86 progressive farmers who had 
participated in the programme.

KVK West conducts training on common diseases of cattle

LT Tribal 
Literary Assoc 
welcomes 
govt decision 
to protect 
tribal lands
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 01 J :

The recently formed 
Limboo Tamang Trib-

al Literary Association of 
Sikkim has welcomed the 
decision of the Sikkim 
Democratic Front gov-
ernment to make laws 
to protect tribal lands 
from alienation. The as-
sociation has expressed 
its deep gratitude to the 
SDF government and the 
Chief Minister for having 
taken the decision in the 
interest of the tribal com-
munities of Sikkim.

The association was 
formed yesterday and 
its adhoc committee is 
headed by Ashok Subba 
as president, Tashi Doma 
Sherpa as vice-president, 
Dilip Tamang as general 
secretary, Sushma Hang 
Subba as publicity secre-
tary and Neetu Tamang, 
Janu Tamang and Bhim 
Maya Subba as members.

Mr Ashok Subba stat-
ed that although late, a 
good step has been tak-
en by the government in 
the interest of scheduled 
tribes of Sikkim. 

He urged the State 
government to immedi-
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NITESH R PRADHAN
G , 01 J :

With hard work and dedica-
tion, Gangtok boy, Norbu 

Bhutia, has turned his hobby 
into a passion and lourished in 
the ield of bodybuilding. From 
being adjudged Mr Sikkim to be-
ing the second runner up at the 
national level championship “Fit 
Factor India”, this home boy has 
achieved enormously in a short 
span of time.

In conversation with Sum-
mitTimes, Norbu shares his 
journey so far.

ST - How did it all start?
NB- I started bodybuilding at 
the age of 20 back in 2008 and 
from that day on there was no 
looking back. I have been con-
tinuously working out since 
then. My Mama [uncle] inspired 
me although he was not a body-

builder. He was the only one 
who helped me a lot at my initial 
stage when even my family was 
against my passion.
ST - What has been your big-
gest achievement so far?
NB- Being adjudged the run-

ner up at Fit Factor India Men’s 
Physique runner up in 2016 and 
the champion at the 1st Open 
Hills Men’s Physique 2017 are 
my biggest achievements so far. 
I feel proud to have 
been a part of these 
events.
ST- Do you see any 
change in people’s 
perspective to-
wards health and 
body building?
NB- These days I ind that peo-
ple are more concerned about 
their health and consider hit-
ting a gym which is good. This 
positive outlook will help create 
a healthy environment. Every 
individual today wants to stay 
healthy and I guess that is the 
reason why bodybuilding has 
become a serious option for 
people.
ST- What are the changes you 

have seen in your own lifestyle 
due to your passion?
NB- Bodybuilding for me is an 
art of living where one needs to 
be very much disciplined and 

determined towards 
the goal. I love to 
stay healthy and it’s 
because of body-
building that I have 
garnered much re-
spect among people. 
When I hear peo-

ple calling me their inspiration, 
that’s when I ind satisfaction. 
Hard work never goes in vain in 
the end.
ST- Your future goals?
NB- I really want to bag some 
more medals in both nation-
al and international level 
championships. I am deter-
mined and focused and I’m 
sure it will come true sooner 
or later.

CapitalTIMES
Gangtok on 
Saturday, 
02 June

Temp: 26°C/15°C
Forecast: A passing 
morning shower 
or two; other-
wise, increasing 
amounts of sun.
Sunrise: 04:41 AM
Sunset: 6:26 PM

turn to pg5

SIKKIM PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
OLD TOURISM COMPLEX, M.G. MARG, GANGTOK, SIKKIM-737101

Fax: 03592-207572
Email: spsc-skm@nic.in website: www.spscskm.gov.in

No: 26/SPSC/EXAM/2018       Date: 24/05/2018
NOTICE

The date for conducting the written examinations for the post of Revenue Inspector/Survey Inspector/Junior Land 
Record Offi  cer as advertised vide Advertisement No: 06/SPSC/EXAM/2018 DATED: 10/04/2018 under Land Revenue 
& Disaster Management Department, Government of Sikkim, through Direct Recruitment is hereby fi xed as per detailed 
given below:-

Papers Mode of
Examination

Date Time Venue

Paper- I MCQ/ Conventional 01.07.2018 10:00 am to 12:00 pm Will be intimated in 
the ADMIT CARD.

Paper 
– II

MCQ 01:00 pm to 04:00 pm

The eligible candidates may download their admit cards from 20th June 2018 to 28th June 2018 (midnight) from the 
offi  cial website of Sikkim Public Service Commission i.e. www.spscskm.gov.in.

Admission to all the stages of examination for which candidates are admitted by the Commission viz: Written Ex-
amination and Viva-Voce will be purely provisional, subject to their satisfying the prescribed eligibility conditions. If on 
verifi cation at any point of time before or after the Written Examination and Viva-Voce, it is found that the candidates do 
not fulfi l any of the eligibility conditions, their candidature for the examination/post will be cancelled by the Commission.

Sd/- 
(BIMLA RAI. SMT)

CONTROLLER OF EXAMINATIONS
SIKKIM PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

R.O. No. 109/ipr/pub/classi./18-19 dt. 30.05.18

STATE MISSION DIRECTORATE, SWACHH BHARAT MISSION (U)
URBAN DEVELOPMENT & HOUSING DEPARTMENT

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
 Email id: pmusikkim@gmail.com  Website: sbmurbansikkim.nic.in    

Ref. 875 /SBM(U)/UD&HD/GOS/2018-19   Dated: 01.06.2018
ADVERTISEMENT

Applications are invited from eligible local candidates for fi lling up the post of Consultant 
for Solid Waste Management and Project Administrator/MIS on Purely Temporary basis 
till the mission period (October 2019) in the Project Management Unit under the Swachh 
Bharat Mission (Urban) Directorate, the details of which are hereunder:

SL. 
NO.

ASSIGN-
MENT

ESSENTIAL QUAL-
IFICATION

MONTHLY 
CONSOL-
IDATED 
SALARY

NO. OF
VACANCY

1 Consultant for 
Solid Waste
Management

Masters from recognized Uni-
versity in Environment/ So-
ciology/Health/ Public Health 
Engineering/ Environmental 
Science/Social Work or equiv-
alent with work experience in 
community/ social mobiliza-
tion, technical documentation 
and sound knowledge of com-
puter application.

20,000/- 1

2 System Admin-
istrator (MIS in- 
charge)

Degree in Computer Engineer-
ing from recognized University.

20,000/- 1

REQUISITE DOCUMENTS:
Application along with the contact details must be submitted with the following documents:
i. Attested copy of SSC/COI.
ii. Attested copy of Requisite essential qualifi cation from recognized Board/ University from 

Class X onwardsand documentary proof of additional qualifi cation as well as work expe-
rience.

iii. Two passport size photographs.
iv. Copy of valid as well as attested local employment card.

All applications must reach the offi  ce of the State Mission Director, Swachh Bharat 
Mission (Urban), Utility Building, Urban Development and Housing Department, near Super 
market (lall bazaar) on or before 13th June 2018 by 4:00 pm. 

For further queries you may contact: Project Coordinator ( 9733382013), Consultant- 
IEC (9654548403)

sd/- ADDITIONAL SECRETARY CUM STATE MISSION DIRECTOR,
SWACHHBHARAT MISSION(U),

URBAN DEVELOPMENT & HOUSING DEPARTMENT.
 R.O No. 116/ipr/pub/classi./18-19 dt.01.6.2018

ately make a law to this 
effect. 

“The protection of 
tribal lands is more im-
portant than reservation 
of seats in the Assembly 
as it is more in the in-
terest of the entire com-
munity as many have al-
ready lost their lands to 
others,” he said.

He further stated 
that since this issue falls 
under the State List, the 
government can make 
law simply through an or-
dinance or a noti ication. 
The association has also 
decided to submit a writ-
ten memorandum on the 
same to the government.

LT Tribal 
Literary Assoc 
welcomes...
contd from pg02

Shillong 
on the boil 
after clashes 
between bus 
drivers, locals
S , J  1 (PTI): 
Curfew was clamped in at 
least 14 localities of Shil-
long today and internet 
services were suspend-
ed after clashes between 
groups of bus drivers and 
residents of turned vio-
lent injuring several po-
licemen as well, a senior 
district of icial said.

The clashes had be-
gun after a bus handy-
man was allegedly as-
saulted by a group of 
residents of Them Metor 
area yesterday after-
noon, the of icials said.

Trouble escalated 
when rumours spread 
on social media that 
the handyman had suc-
cumbed to injuries, 
prompting a group of bus 
drivers to converge at 
Them Metor. The police 
had to ire teargas shells 
to disperse them, an of i-
cial said.

The handyman and 
three injured persons 
were taken to a hospi-
tal where they were re-
leased after being admin-
istered irst-aid.

Curfew was imposed 
at 4 am today and will re-
main in force till further 
orders, East Khasi Hills 
District Deputy Commis-
sioner P S Dkhar said.

Till noon, 10 locals 
were picked up while 
four were arrested. Sev-
eral policemen have also 
been injured in the clash-
es, the of icial said.

Chief Minister Conrad 
K Sangma reviewed the 
law and order situation in 
the afternoon after fresh 
clashes erupted between 
locals, armed with stones, 
and security forces in 
Motphran area of the city 
despite the curfew.

Home Minister James 
K Sangma and other se-
nior Cabinet colleagues 
attended the high-level 
meeting in which home 
department of icials 
were also present.

We are monitoring 
the law and order situ-
ation closely in Shillong 
and efforts are being 
made to bring normal-
cy in the affected areas, 
Conrad Sangma told PTI.

Bodybuilding an “art of living”
for Norbu Bhutia

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 01 J :

The 15th day of the 
riverfront cleanup of 

Rani chu and its adjoin-
ing tributaries, jhoras 
and nallahs was con-
ducted today along the 
stretch from Arithang 

Link Road at Indira Bye 
Pass till Bar Peepal. 

The drive was partici-
pated in by NSS students 
and teachers of Tashi 
Namgyal Senior Second-
ary School who were 
joined by ITBP personnel 
and members of NHIDCL. 

The event was coordi-
nated by DFO (Territorial 
East Division) and team 
with support from the 
ENVIS Cell of the Forest 
Department. The road 
stretch along the Byepass 
along with the Jhoras was 
cleaned by the students. A 

sensitization program for 
residents of Baar Peepal 
was also conducted. 

The riverfront clean-
up drive is a part of World 
Environment Day activity 
on the theme “Beat Plas-
tic Pollution” and is sup-
ported by the MoEFCC.

Riverfront cleaning prog covers 
Arithang link road to Bar Peepal

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 01 J :

District Mental Health 
Cell of Singtam Dis-

trict Hospital, East Sik-
kim organized train-
ing programme for 80 
Anganwadi Workers 
[AWWs] of Gangtok on 
30-31 May here at Syari 
in East Sikkim, a press 
release informs. 

The training pro-
gramme had Dr Satish 
Rasaily, Dr CS Sharma, 
Pinkey Bhutia, Priya Gu-
rung and Sonam Tong-
den as resource per-
sons. They deliberated 
on the concept of men-
tal health, early signs & 
symptoms of mental ill-
nesses, childhood emo-
tional & behavioral dis-
orders, depression, sui-
cidal behavior, skills for 
taking care of mentally 
ill family members, and 
harmful effects of to-
bacco, alcohol and drug 
abuse.

Resource person Dr 
Rasaily, who is also the 
District Nodal Of icer 
for Mental Health, said 
that the objective of im-
parting the training is 
because of the fact that 
AWWs are an important 

linkage between com-
munity & service provid-
ers and thus can help in 
destigmatization of men-
tal illness and encourage 
family members to seek 
help of mental health 
professionals.

“We are also empha-
sizing on prevention of 
mental disorders and 
drug addiction which de-
mands early intervention 
during irst 10 years of 
life by effective parenting 
skills,” he added.

Another resource 
person, Ms Gurung, who 
is also a Nurse Counsel-
or, informed about Opi-
oid Substitution Therapy 
[OST] for treatment of 
opioid related drug ad-
diction such as spasmo-
proxyvon, pentazocin, 
morphine, heroin and 
brown sugar which is 
available free of cost at 
STNM Hospital in Gang-
tok, district hospitals 
in Singtam & Namchi 
and Jorethang Primary 
Health Centre. She urged 
the AWWs to spread the 
information about the 
availability of medication 
for drug addiction treat-
ment in combination 
with therapy.

Training on mental 
health and substance 

abuse for AWWs

S , 01 J  (IPR):  
The Of ice of the Addi-
tional District Collector 
(Development) under the 
leadership of DC (West), 
Dr. AB Karki, organized 
a co-ordination meeting 
with the Area MLA, Zilla 
and Panchayat Members, 
Block Development Of i-
cers and Panchayati Raj 
Institution Functionaries 
of Soreng Sub-Division 
at the Community Hall, 
Soreng. Minister, HRDD, 
RB Subba, attended the 
meeting as the chief 
guest.

The program held at 
the community hall was 
a result of the 32-day 
tour of the Chief Minister 
where various schemes 
had been sanctioned and 
which needed immediate 
action.

The BDOs of the vari-
ous Block Administrative 
Centers presented their 
reports to the audience 
present at the Commu-
nity Hall where various 
issues concerning the 
CMRHM, MGNERGA, 
Solid and Liquid Waste 
Management and other 
such policies were dis-
cussed in detail. During 

West District Administration 
holds coordination meet

the meeting it was said 
that multiple job cards 
in one family would not 
be allowed and would be 
carefully looked into.

Minister, Mr Subba 
congratulated the DC 
along with the newly 
promoted ADC (Dev.) and 
SDM for taking charge 
and taking the task of 
making West District the 
number one district. He 

expressed his delight in 
the appointment of Dr. 
AB Karki as the DC whose 
words of encouragement 
have boosted the con i-
dence of the people of 
Soreng Sub-Division. He 
also welcomed the par-
ticipation of the youth 
in making West District 
the best in the State. He 
also mentioned the sanc-
tioned amounts for Den-

tam Vocational School 
and Chakung Science 
Government College.

DC (West) while ad-
dressing the gathering 
stressed about the four 
steps - Vision, Mission, 
Strategy and Implemen-
tation which can be used 
to help West District 
achieve its goal of being 
the number one District 

Police mini-
bus overturns, 
injures 22 
policemen
SUMMIT REPORT
K , 01 J : A 
police mini-bus carrying 
36 policemen overturned 
at a sharp turning in 3rd 
Mile, Kalimpong while 
returning from Kalim-
pong to Uttar Dinajpur 
at around 2 pm today. 
22 of the personnel on 
board were injured in 
the mishap.

Fourteen of them, 
along with the driver, 
were brought to Kalim-
pong District Hospital 
while eight others, who 
were more grievously in-
jured, were immediately 
taken to Siliguri Hospital.

Even among the 
14 injured policemen 
brought here, Rakesh 
Ghosh [constable] is se-
verely injured [internal-
ly] and has been referred 
to Siliguri Hospital along 
with the driver and two 
other policemen who 
are in a critical state, in-
formed hospital sources.

The personnel were 
returning from Chief 
Minister’s Duty assigned 
to them for the last three 
days in Kalimpong.
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WRITE US: Readers are invited to 
comment on, criticise, run down, even 
appreciate if they like something in this 
paper. Letters carrying abusive/ inde-
corous language and personal attacks, 
except when against people respon-
sible in this newspaper (who are fair 
game), will have to be ignored. Letters 
which carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command imme-
diate attention and receive prominence.  
Mail us at: letters@summittimes.com

Wither the Modi Wave?
Well, media-in lated bubbles 

do eventually burst

Those who rely exclusively on trolls and bhakts – both, 
of the online version and the ones broadcasting 

“news” from TV studios – to explain the mood of the na-
tion to them, must be wondering what went wrong in the 
recent by-polls. The Modi Tsunami, after all, was no real 
wave at all because it trickled weak even in the supposed-
ly saffron bastions where communally-laced nationalist 
jingoism should have supplemented the brazen election-
eering tamashas which even independent agencies decid-
ed to ignore. 

Here is a recap - Thursday’s results for the four 
parliamentary and 11 state assembly constituencies 
across the country revealed that not only did BJP lose 
seats, it also saw its vote-share shrink. One expects a 
party in of ice to win bypolls at least in constituencies 
it had already won (in 2014). In fact, the normal ex-
pectation is for at least a irst-time party in power to 
add to its tally after a bypoll. The Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty and its allies, however, have not managed to add a 
single new seat to their 336 Lok Sabha seats won in 
May 2014. Four years ago, the BJP alone had won 282. 
After Thursday, it inds itself down to 271 elected MPs 
and its NDA coalition is down to 327 from 336. All this 
within the same election cycle!

Analysts are crediting Opposition coordination 
for this drubbing, but that cannot be the only reason 
because all that the BJP had to do was hold on to its 
vote-share because then the anti-BJP coalitions would 
not have mattered. But the party in of ice in the Centre 
could not do so. It bled support, and that cannot be 
due only to anti-BJP parties combining forces.  What 
clearly played a role in people losing faith was the at-
titude with which BJP has governed. It needs no re-
iteration that India is a diverse country, one that has 
traditionally been uncomfortable with impositions of 
monolithic ideologies and exclusionary policies and 
governance. BJP in the centre did all these. It tried to 
impose its narrow idea of India and what it thought 
was good and required for the country. Impositions 
are never healthy in a democracy because no matter 
how much you hollow the institutions, the people, 
when they decide to express themselves, can be dis-
tracted only for so long. And the people started speak-
ing rather consistently ever since it became clear that 
the change they had voted for had exposed itself as a 
government of diktats and insularity. BJP did, after all, 
lose a by-election to a nadir-scrapping Congress as far 
back as in November 2015 itself. The BJP and its al-
lies should have realized that irrespective of what the 
seat-share in 2014, the vote-share during that elec-
tion was more non-BJP than for. Instead of trying to 
win over more support, it decided to continue trying 
to win more (state) governments and reinforcing its 
base. Both proved counter-productive. The non-BJP 
parties realized that they would have to close ranks if 
they were to counter the facility with which BJP was 
subverting established norms and constitutional in-
stitutions, and as the base grew more aggressive, they 
erected walls which, although it forti ied its position, 
also kept everyone else out. And this base was already 
in minority because not everyone who voted BJP and 
NDA was a bhakt and many just went there on anti-in-
cumbency sentiments. As the by-poll results bear out, 
that segment is already getting antsy with anti-incum-
bency instincts.

How then did the Modi Wave crest so high in 2014? 
Well, as the recent Cobrapost expose revealed, the me-
dia capitulated. UPA was expected to lose in 2014 and 
there were no other contenders. So, a victory for NDA 
was expected. What the media hype surrounding Modi 
achieved was create a larger than life cult around the 
individual and this secured the bumper seats. Since 
then, the masses have weathered through lynchings in 
the name of cow-protection, demonetization, GST con-
fusions, bank frauds and excessive government intru-
sion and rules and inconveniences to continue believ-
ing the celebration that still continues in TV studios. 
The signi icance of the BJP defeat in the Kairana LS 
by-polls cannot be ignored because the candidate who 
won there, apart from being an anti-BJP candidate is 
now also the only Muslim MP elected from UP into the 
present Lok Sabha!

EDUARDO GALLO CAJIAO & CARLA ARCHIBALD
theconversation.com

If not for the public’s generosity, the iconic Statue 
of Liberty might not have the solid and impres-

sive footing she does today. In the late 1800s, gov-
ernment funds for the monument were exhausted. 
Yet through a fundraising campaign, the New York 
World newspaper garnered support from over 
160,000 residents to cover the pedestal costs. 

Just as large monuments need solid bases to 
ensure their long-term existence, so too does the 
environment. In the case of nature conservation, it 
requires money to support diverse research proj-
ects, on-ground activities, and outreach aimed at 
protecting and managing species and habitats.

While the health of the environment contin-
ues to decline globally, in most regions 
government funding falls short of what 
is required to stem the losses. Crowd-
funding plays an important and un-
der-appreciated role for biodiversity 
conservation.

Our new research presents a glob-
al analysis of how crowdfunding, still 
a relatively novel and minor inancial 
mechanism in the conservation com-
munity, is contributing to conservation 
around the world.

SHOW ME THE MONEY. WHAT’S 
BEING FUNDED AND WHY?

Crowdfunding offers a powerful mech-
anism for mobilising resources for con-
servation across borders. We recorded 
577 conservation-oriented projects 
(from 72 crowdfunding platforms), 
which have raised around US$4.8 mil-
lion since 2009. The people leading 
these projects were based in 38 coun-
tries, but projects took place across 80 countries.

This pattern has important implications for 
conservation, because there is often a mismatch 
between high-priority areas for global conserva-
tion and countries with the greatest inancial and 
technical capacity. For instance, we discovered that 
a third of the projects were delivered in different 
countries to where their proponents were based. 
The USA, UK and Australia were the countries with 
the highest out low of projects (“project export-
ers”). Indonesia, South Africa, Costa Rica and Mexi-
co had the highest in low (“project importers”).

Crowdfunding could be supporting conserva-
tion work of actors that do not have as much capac-
ity for raising funds.

The people leading projects were primarily 
from non-governmental organisations (35%) or 
universities (30%), or were freelancers (26%). Im-

portantly, among non-governmental organisations, 
we discovered organisations operating at sub-na-
tional levels proposed a majority of projects.

Additionally, crowdfunding for conservation is 
not all about research. While most of the projects 
we reviewed focused on research (40%), many 
tackled raising awareness of conservation-relat-
ed issues (31%) or boots-on-the-ground activi-
ties (21%). This expands the sphere of anecdotal 
evidence and commentary about crowdfunding 
related to conservation, which has so far revolved 
around research. For the irst time, we’ve systemat-
ically unpacked how these funds are being used for 
additional activities to support conservation.

Crowdfunding can also support innovative 
projects that traditional funding agencies deem 
too risky or unconventional. For example, one proj-
ect supported buying and training two Maremma 
sheepdogs to protect penguins against predatory 

foxes in southeastern Australia. (That might sound 
familiar to those who’ve seen the movie Oddball.)

Such opportunities for innovation can have im-
portant consequences for conservation worldwide; 
crowdfunding could be considered an incubator 
for novel ideas before widespread dissemination.

More than half of the projects we recorded 
(around 58%) largely focused on species. These 
included a disproportionate number of threatened 
bird and mammal species.

Prominent projects to save orange-bellied par-
rots or Papua New Guinea’s endangered tree kan-
garoos are important success stories.

This is not to underplay crowdfunding’s impor-
tance for ecosystems – whether land-based (20%), 
marine (9%) or freshwater (4%). Crowfunding is 

supporting projects ranging from protec-
tion of wilderness areas in remote Tasma-
nia to research informing the conservation 
of the Californian coast.

CROWDFUNDING BENEFITS EXTEND 
BEYOND DOLLARS AND CENTS

The amount of money for conservation via 
crowdfunding has so far been relatively 
modest compared to more traditional con-
servation inance mechanisms. However, 
the bene its of crowdfunding extend well be-
yond dollars and cents. Crowdfunding helps 
communicate environmental issues and em-
power researchers and communities.

The igure below shows the reach of 
a single tweet during the Big Roo Count 
campaign. It shows how conservation-re-
lated messages can spread widely and en-
gage communities via social media.

Crowdfunding is an exciting new tool 
in the conservation toolbox. But, ultimate-
ly, traditional funding sources, like gov-

ernment agencies, still have a major role and duty 
to invest adequately in environmental protection 
and nature conservation. Considering the current 
extinction crisis, governments must avoid further 
outsourcing of such responsibilities. 

The discussion over novel sources and recip-
ients of conservation funding continues. At the 
same time, transparency and oversight remain crit-
ical for managing expectations and overall effec-
tiveness of funding. Crowdfunding contributes one 
more building block to democratising conservation 
funding and increasing transparency. 

(The authors would like to acknowl-
edge the contribution of Edward Game.)

[Eduardo Gallo-Cajiao is PhD Candi-
date, The University of Queensland; Carla 
Archibald is PhD Candidate, Conservation 

Science, The University of Queensland]

Crowdfunded campaigns are conserving
the Earth’s environment

Crowdfunded campaigns to save the orange-
bellied parrot are a rare ray of hope.

KATHERINE TONKISS
theconversation.com

Video footage of a man 
in Paris scaling four 

loors of a building to save 
a child dangling from a bal-
cony has gone viral. The 
man, Mamoudou Gassa-
ma, a 22-year-old undocu-
mented migrant from Mali, 
arrived in France only a 
few months ago following 
a perilous journey through 
countries including Burki-
no Faso and Libya and 
across the Mediterranean. 
His seemingly superhu-
man rescue earned him the 
nickname “the spiderman 
of the 18th” after the dis-
trict in Paris where this act 
of heroism took place.

That Gassama deserves 
full recognition for this 
outstanding act of bravery 
is surely beyond question. His actions 
have been lauded around the world. 
But perhaps the greatest honour 
came from a meeting with French 
president Emmanuel Macron, who 
presented Gassama with a medal in 
recognition of his “bravery and devo-
tion”, a job with the Parisian ire bri-
gade, and also with a promise: French 
citizenship.

Gassama received residency doc-
uments enabling him to remain in 
France legally, and was told he would 
be fast tracked to full citizenship.

For an undocumented migrant 
who risked his life crossing land 
and sea to reach France, only to ind 
himself living in the shadows as a 
consequence of being “sans papiers”, 
or undocumented, citizenship is a 
highly prized status. It is the prism 
through which obligations between 
a state and a person are understood. 
Without citizenship, a state will likely 
refuse to recognise any obligation to-
wards a person unless they can prove 

a special reason for why they should 
be treated as the exception – for ex-
ample, because they are leeing con-
lict or persecution.

A MOVE TOWARDS 
‘EARNED’ CITIZENSHIP

As such, it’s little surprise that 
Macron viewed citizenship as the 
ultimate reward for Gassama’s 
bravery. But the hypocrisy of this 
in a country with highly restrictive 
immigration laws hasn’t gone un-
noticed. There are also precedents 
set for this within French law. Ar-
ticle 21-19 of the French civil code 
states that a person can be grant-
ed citizenship as a consequence of 
performing “exceptional services” 
for the nation, and has traditionally 
been applied in the case of Foreign 
Legion soldiers from other coun-
tries who fight for France.

Yet the case is also part of a 
wider international trend in which 
citizenship is conceptualised as 
a reward to be earned through 
good behaviour. In the context of 

heavily restrictive immigration laws 
in Western countries, rewarding 
migrants with citizenship has become 
a means through which the state 
de ines the deserving future citizen 
from the undeserving non-citizen.

This trend can be seen in French 
citizenship law, whereby prospective 
citizens, barring some exclusions, are 
subject to a contract which requires 
them to prove, over a two-year peri-
od, that they deserve to stay. While 
this re lects the historical importance 
of the idea of citizenship as a contract 
between citizens and the state in 
France, it’s also novel in emphasising 
the duties of the citizen not only in 
citizenship itself but also in the pro-
cess of becoming a citizen.

This trend can also be seen in the 
UK, where prospective citizens must 
pass the “Life in the UK” test. They 
must prove a certain level of English 
language skills and demonstrate 
qualities of good citizenship such 
as obeying the law and paying tax-
es through employment before they 

are granted naturalisation. 
And it also underpinned 
Barack Obama’s DREAM-
ers scheme, under which 
undocumented children 
would be rewarded with 
citizenship if they attended 
university or served in the 
army for at least two years. 
These are but a handful of 
examples of a trend which 
is shaping access to the ba-
sic rights of citizenship in 
countries of high immigra-
tion around the world.

RIGHTS AT STAKE
But this trend is concern-
ing. Citizenship once rep-
resented a set of rights 
to be demanded from the 
state as a form of emanci-
pation, for example in the 
civil rights and suffrage 
movements. But increas-
ingly this notion of citizen-

ship is being replaced by citizenship 
as a reward for loyalty and obedi-
ence. It has, in countries such as the 
UK and the US, become a conditional 
reward that can be removed, with 
citizens at risk of being stripped of 
their rights and rendered stateless 
should they disobey the state. This 
means that citizenship status is in-
creasingly hard to access and precar-
ious, and a person’s basic civil, social 
and political rights are undermined 
as a result.

Gassama’s actions were near su-
perhuman and they rightly earned 
him international recognition. He was 
also, rightly, granted basic citizenship 
rights in the country in which he re-
sides. But citizenship rights shouldn’t 
be about being superhuman. Rather, 
we have to ind another way of allo-
cating basic rights to people simply 
by virtue of their humanity alone.

[the writer is Senior Lec-
turer in Sociology and Pol-

icy, Aston University]

Spiderman of Paris shows the superhuman demands 
placed on migrants to earn their citizenship
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ADMISSION NOTICE
Ref.no.:CCCT/Notice/2018/24                    Date: 31.05.2018
Admission applications are invited to fi ll in 3 years AICTE approved Di-
ploma Engineering programs at CCCT, Chisopani (Government Poly-
technic) for the year 2018.
Courses off ered:1. Civil Engineering, 2. Electrical & Electronics En-
gineering, 3. Computer Science & Technology and 4. Electronics & 
Communication Engineering
Eligibility: 1st Year: Class X passedwith Math’s, Science and English as 
subjects. 
2nd Year (Lateral Entry)*: Class XII Science/ Vocational/ITI (2 years) 
passed
For Sikkim COI student:Free Education as announced by Govern-
ment of Sikkim and notifi ed by HRD Department. 
Apply online from 5th to 12th June 2018 at www.sikkimservice.in
Spot-Admission for Non-COI holders with attractive scholarships 
(Upto 90% of tuition fee) for meritorious students. Visit www.ccct.sk-
mpoly.edu.in to register. 
Contact Persons: Admission Coordinator (8116449251), Admission 
Offi  cer (9775884510)

N  D , J  1 (PTI): The 
Supreme Court today sought 
responses from the Centre as 
well as Assam and Meghalaya 
governments on a plea of son 
of a missing mediator who 
was working to bring truce 
between the Government of 
India and separatist out it 
United Liberation Front of As-
sam (ULFA) since 1991.

Mediator Rebati Phukan’s 
son has claimed that his fa-
ther had gone missing on April 
22 and had quoted LFA chief 
Paresh Baruah as saying that 
he may be in the custody of the 
Intelligence Bureau (IB) or the 
Research and Analysis Wing 
(R&AW) or Military Intelli-
gence or the National Inves-
tigation Agency (NIA) as they 
“have a rivalry amongst them”.

A vacation bench of Jus-
tices L Nageswara Rao and M 
M Shantanagoudar issued no-
tice to various parties includ-

ing Centre, Assam and Me-
ghalaya after senior advocate 
Geeta Luthra appearing for 
Phukan claimed that a doctor 
has reportedly treated him in 
Meghalaya few days back.

Luthra said although the 
Assam chief minister have 
assured all possible help in 
inding Phukan but they do 

not know whether he was in 
captivity, as various Central 
agencies are involved in it.

She said it is a habeas cor-
pus (a writ requiring a person 
under arrest to be brought be-
fore a court) petition iled by 
the son seeking direction to 
ind his missing father.

The bench asked Luthra, 
“Why can’t you (Kaushik Phu-
kan) approach the high court 
for relief. Why have you come 
to Delhi from North East. They 
can also do what we can do”.

Luthra said two states and 
various central agencies are 

involved in the matter.
The bench said that since 

two states (Assam and Megha-
laya) are involved in the mat-
ter, it is issuing notice to all the 
parties listed as respondents.

Rebati Phukan was work-
ing as a peace negotiator be-
tween the Centre and ULFA 
since 1991 to facilitate a 
peace dialogue.

The plea iled by his son 
sought direction to the au-
thorities, including Assam 
government, to produce Phu-
kan before the court.

He had also urged the 
court that the case be trans-
ferred to CBI or any other in-
dependent agency or a special 
investigating team as there 
was “a loss of faith in the lo-
cal police” due to its alleged 
lethargic conduct.

Kaushik has said in his 
plea that despite the regis-
tration of an FIR, no proac-

tive steps have been taken till 
date by the police to trace his 
father, who was appointed as 
a member of the erstwhile 
People’s Consultative Group 
(PCG) formed by the ULFA in 
2005 to mediate between the 
out it and the Centre.

“The petitioner’s father 
has also been working direct-
ly with the Prime Minister’s 
Of ice since 1991 for various 
peace missions between the 
Centre and ULFA to bring 
peace in Assam,” the plea said, 
adding that Rebati Phukan 
had also “worked in associa-
tion and cooperated” with the 
IB till 2016 on various mis-
sions in India, Myanmar, Ban-
gladesh and China.

The plea said that after he 
went missing, Kaushik got to 
know from a high-ranking of-
icial of the IB that his father 

was closely associated with 
the intelligence body.

It claimed they have come 
to know that on April 20, Re-
bati Phukan had attended a 
“secret meeting” with a retired 
bureaucrat and an advocate 
practising in the Assam High 
Court, during which a “pro-
posal memorandum to negoti-
ate with Paresh Baruah, ULFA 
chief, was being discussed and 
the same was to be presented 
before Prime Minister of India 
Narendra Modi soon”.

The petitioner has said 
that his father went for morn-
ing walk on April 22 but 
did not return to his rented 
house, after which the land-
lord called Kaushik about it 
and a complaint was iled at a 
police station in Guwahati.

The plea said that on April 
25, Assam Chief Minister Sar-
bananda Sonowal had direct-
ed the Director General of Po-
lice to immediately conduct 
an inquiry in the matter and a 

special team was formed.
The petitioner also 

claimed that on May 4, a 
CRPF doctor had messaged a 
journalist that Rebati Phukan 
was treated by him at a CRPF 
camp in Shillong and he was 
safe and sound.

It referred to recent media 
reports in which ULFA chief 
Paresh Baruah had said that 
Rebati Phukan was negotiating 
a “fresh proposal for Baruah’s 
faction with the Centre with 
help from the interlocutor 
with the Naga out it National 
Socialist Council of Nagaland 
(Isak-Muivah), R N Ravi”.

“Baruah further made a 
statement stating that the pe-
titioner’s father might be in 
custody of either Intelligence 
Bureau, Research and Analy-
sis Wing, Military Intelligence 
or National Investigating 
Agency as they have a rivalry 
amongst them,” the plea said.

Missing peace negotiator: SC seeks response
of Centre, Assam, Meghalaya

N  D , J  1 (PTI): The power 
demand in the national capital soared 
to a record 6,651 MW in the afternoon 
with scorching heat sweeping across 
the city.

The peak power demand broke 
all previous records at 3.36 PM today 
touching 6,651 MW. Last year, the high-
est peak power demand was recorded 
at 6,526 MW on June 6, said a spokes-
person of power discom BSES.

The Power department and distri-
bution companies of the Delhi govern-
ment have expected the peak demand to 
breach 7,000 MW mark in June this year.

Power Minister Satyendar Jain had 
earlier predicted 7,000 MW power de-
mand saying enough electricity was 
available to meet the rising demand.

Announcing the action plan for elec-
tricity supply arrangements in summer 
months, Jain had said in March earlier 
“we have enough backhand arrange-
ments to meet the power demand that 
is expected to soar up to a historic 
7,000 MW level in June this year.”

In 2018, the peak power demand 

crossed the 6,000 MW mark eight 
times, the BSES spokesperson said.

The power demand had crossed the 
6,000 MW only twice (6,021 MW on 
May 16 and 6,001 on May 26, in 2017. 
In 2016 too, the peak power demand 
had crossed the 6,000 MW twice (6,044 
on May 19 and 6,188 on May 20).

The fact that the city’s power de-
mand crossed the 6,600 MW shows the 
robustness of the capital’s distribution 
and transmission system, which has 
been able to measure up, he said.

The peak power demand in BSES 
discom BRPL areas - South and West 
Delhi- had reached 2,745 MW during 
the summers of 2017 and is expected 
to cross 2,880 MW this year.

In BYPL’ areas of East and Central 
Delhi, the peak power demand which had 
reached 1,469 MW last year is expected 
to touch around 1,670 MW, he added.

The Tata Power DDL, which supplies 
to north and northwest Delhi, expects 
peak demand to touch 1,850 MW say-
ing it has prior arrangements of meet-
ing upto 2,200 MW power demand.

Power demand in Delhi 
soars to record 6651 MW

of Sikkim and later In-
dia. He pointed out that 
the government comes 
out with a vision where 
the Departments chalk 
out the mission and the 
Administration draws 
up the strategy and the 
public helps the govern-
ment to implement it and 
make it a success. 

He asked the Gram 
Panchayat functionar-
ies to be accountable for 
their work, prompt, up-
dated and public friendly. 
He also stated that strict 
actions would be taken 
against the appointed 
of icials of the Village Ad-
ministrative Center who 
do not comply with the 
public and the members 
of the Panchayats as well. 
On speaking about the 
defaulters of the various 
Housing Schemes which 
have been implemented 
in the state, he said that 
similar actions would 
be taken on those found 
guilty.

In his address, he 
asked the BDOs, Zilla and 
Gram Panchayat mem-
bers to make the Gram 
Panchayat Developmen-
tal Plan, the Block Devel-
opmental Plan and Dis-
trict Developmental Plan 
for achieving the goal of 
being the best district. 

Similarly, he instruct-
ed the ADC (Dev.) to 
make standard email 
IDs for keeping digital 
records and information 
disseminations within 
themselves. He enlight-
ened the Panchayats 
about their powers and 
functions of being peo-
ple’s representatives and 
gave various ideas for 
fund generation for the 
Panchayats for different 
works in their respective 
GPUs. He then stressed 
on the idea of how Aca-
demic and Administra-
tion should and will work 
hand in hand for better 
formation of policies.

ADC (Dev.), Soreng, 
Gaayas Pega, gave a com-
prehensive report of the 
entire Soreng Sub-Di-
vision where a total of 
686 REDRH houses were 
allotted out of which 
581 have been complet-
ed. 818 CMRHM houses 
were sanctioned out of 
which 692 have been 
completed. Similarly, 
432 CMRHM Phase-I has 
been sanctioned as per 
the CM’s vision of ‘Kutcha 
House free Sikkim’. 

He also asked the 
Panchayat Members to 
keep track of of icial re-
cords and be ef icient. 
He advised the members 
to keep in mind the mot-
to of the CM “Afno Gaon, 
Afai Banau” and work 
towards developing their 
respective areas.

West 
District 
Admini 
holds...

SUMMIT REPORT
M , 01 J :

Sonam Choda Lepcha Memorial 
School [SCLMS] in Lingdong, 

Dzongu sub division conducted 
rally cum mass cleanliness drive 
with the theme “Beat Plastic Pol-
lution” from Lingdong to Makerar-
ey Dara in Dzongu, North Sikkim 
today.

The programme was attended by 
Sub Divisional Magistrate, Dzongu, 
TD Dorjee, as chief guest who was 
accompanied by Child Development 
Project Officer, Netuk Lepcha, Head-

master of SCLMS, Jorbu Lepcha, For-
est Department officials, Sankalang 
Check-post Police staff, Panchayat 
members, teachers, senior citizens 
and students.

It is informed that SCLMS will 
be conducting quiz and painting 
competitions on 02 Jun followed by 
marathon for boys & girls on 03 Jun 
and procurement of samplings on 
04 Jun.

On 05 Jun, plantation drive will be 
carried out in the area in the presence 
of Deputy Speaker cum area MLA, So-
nam Gyatso Lepcha, as chief guest.

Sonam Choda
Lepcha School gears up 
to beat plastic pollution
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P , J  1 (AFP): Serena 
Williams said she wants to 
make her daughter proud af-
ter ighting back to reach the 
French Open third round.

The 36-year-old American 
came from a set and break 
down to defeat Australia’s 
Ashleigh Barty 3-6, 6-3, 6-4.

The three-time champion 
and former world number 
one, dressed again in her all-
black catsuit, is playing her 
irst Slam since winning the 

2017 Australian Open while 
two months pregnant.

However, her stay in Par-
is almost proved short-lived 
until she summoned the same 
ighting spirit which helped 

her conquer life-threatening 
blood clots after giving birth 
to daughter Alexis Olympia 
Ohanian in September.

“It’s just incredible,” said 
Williams.

“I am so happy to be back 
here. I lost the irst set and 
thought I must try harder, I 
must try harder -- and then 
Serena came out.

“I will be back tomorrow 
to play doubles with Venus. 
I don’t mind playing singles 
and doubles -- I will ight my 
heart out.”

Williams said her daugh-
ter inspires her to keep win-
ning as she targets Margaret 

Court’s all-time record of 24 
majors.

“This is my irst Grand 
Slam back and I want to the 
best that I can.

“I want to be able to one 
day tell my daughter that I 
tried my best.” Williams will 

face Germany’s Julia Goerges 
for a place in the last 16 on 
Saturday.

If she gets past that chal-
lenge, she could face old rival 
Maria Sharapova for a place in 
the quarter- inals.

Williams again played in 

her striking all-black catsuit 
which has raised some ques-
tions over its legality.

But the American insisted 
it was crucial to help prevent 
a return of life-threatening 
blood clots.

“I de initely thought there 
would be a lot of reactions 
over the out it,” she said.

“It’s not a typical out it. 
But what’s typical, you know? 
Who makes the rules? “I feel 
like in 2018 the world’s differ-
ent. It’s important to be your-
self and to bend things and to 
try something new and to try 
something fresh.

“However, my out it is 
actually functional for me, 
because I had a lot of health 
issues.”

Williams had cruised 
through her opening round 
match against Kristyna Plis-
kova in what was a record 
317th win at the Slams.

But Thursday was a tough-
er proposition for the Ameri-
can who was playing just her 
sixth match of 2018.

Barty wrapped up the irst 
set when the former world 
number one netted a wea-
ry-looking forehand, the 12th 
unforced error of the opener.

Williams hit just three 
winners while 22-year-old 
Barty could afford to bide her 
time, just two winners and 
four unforced errors coming 
from her side.

She was a break down 
again after dropping serve in 
the opening game of the sec-
ond set.

But just as the half-full 
crowd, enjoying the late 
evening sunshine on Court 
Philippe Chatrier antici-
pated a quick kill, Williams 
came storming back, reeling 
off four straight games for 
4-1.

A ifth ace of the contest 
won her the set.

A break in the third game 
of the decider proved crucial 
and Williams claimed victo-
ry on a second match point 
with a sweeping, running 
forehand.

I want to make my daughter proud of me, says Serena

M , J  1 (PTI): 
Varied styles of football 
will be on display when 
two teams from different 
continents -- Kenya and 
New Zealand -- lock horns 
in the second match of the 
Intercontinental Cup here 
tomorrow.

Both the teams have 
relatively young group 
of players and a win in 
the opening encounter 
would surely boost their 
con idence going further 
into the multi-nation 
tournament, which also 
features hosts India and 
Chinese Taipei.

Fans at the Mumbai 
Football Arena in subur-
ban Andheri will witness 
contrasting style of play 
with the team from Kenya 
being much more physi-
cally strong and is likely 
to hit on the counter.

While the Kiwis could 
take on the Kenyans with 
their tactical style of play.

New Zealand coach 
Fritz Schmid had said that 

the team was up against 
strong teams and his irst 
challenge would be to go 
past the African side.

“We have an opportu-
nity to play against some 
strong opponents (in the 
tournament). If I may say, 
I wouldn’t call an exper-
imental side (but) I will 

call the side with (hav-
ing) young promising 
players. The reason they 
(the players) are here 
(is) that they have shown 
potential,” Schimd had 
said.

“I appreciate the op-
portunity to play in the 
Intercontinental Cup as 

for countries like us it pro-
vides an excellent option 
to play against three po-
tential strong opponents 
and have a look at players 
who will take us forward 
for the future,” the Kiwi 
coach had opined.

Another challenge for 
New Zealand will be to 

get adjusted to the hot 
and humid climate in the 
metropolis.

Kenya also have an 
equally young side with 
some of their top players 
playing in their league 
back home and they, too, 
will be keen to make a 
mark.

Intercontinental Cup: Kenya, New Zealand face off

N  D , J  1 (PTI): Indian 
weightlifter Sanjita Chanu today 
said she will challenge the provi-
sional suspension imposed on her 
for allegedly failing a dope test, in-
sisting that she is innocent.

“I am innocent, I have not taken 
any banned substance. I will chal-
lenge this with the help of the na-
tional federation,” Sanjita told PTI.

Sanjita, who had won a gold 
in the women’s 53kg category in 
the recent Gold Coast CWG, was 
suspended by the International 
Weightlifting Federation (IWF) 
tested positive for testosterone.

The sample was taken during 
an out-of-competition test prior to 
the World Championship in Ana-
heim (US) in November last year.

She, however, got the backing 
of the Indian Weightlifting Federa-
tion (IWLF) general secretary Sah-
dev Yadav, who said he was con i-
dent of the Manipuri’s innocence.

“We don’t understand why the 
dope result took so long. After the 

sample was taken, she compet-
ed in the World Championship in 
November last and then she won 
a gold in the Gold Coast CWG in 
April. We will ight it out why this 
is happening,” he said.

“In any case, we have written 
that we would go for the ‘B’ sam-
ple test. After we got the results we 
will hire a top lawyer to present 

our case at the hearing (at the in-
ternational federation). I am sure 
Sanjita has not taken any banned 
drugs. I am con ident we will prove 
her innocence,” he added.

Yadav also said that there was 
no danger of India losing the gold 
medal won by Sanjita in the Gold 
Coast Commonwealth Games in 
April. She lifted a total of 192kg 

to win that gold in 53kg catego-
ry. She had also won a gold in the 
48kg category in the 2014 CWG in 
Glasgow.

If Sanjita’s ‘B’ sample also tests 
positive, she could be handed a 
four-year ban from the sport.

Sanjita had taken part in the 
53kg class in the World Champion-
ship last year, inishing 13th with a 

total lift of 177kg.
The 24-year-old was, on May 9, 

included in the Sports Ministry’s 
Target Olympic Podium Scheme 
for her Asian Games preparations. 
But her name is expected to be 
struck off from the list if she is i-
nally ruled to have committed the 
dope offence.

The latest dope lunk will hit 
Indian weightlifting hard after 
a clean recent past, especially 
after Mirabai Chanu’s 48kg 
category gold medal in the World 
Championship.

After a dope free 2016, one 
weightlifter -- Sushila Panwar -- 
returned positive in a test conduct-
ed by the international federation. 
Sanjita’s case is the irst positive 
result of this year.

Recently, the International 
Weightlifting Federation decided 
to punish offending countries by 
limiting their quotas for the 2020 
Tokyo Olympics after the IOC asked 
them to clean the tainted sport.

It was decided that countries 
like Russia, Kazakhstan, Azerbai-
jan, Armenia and Belarus will be 
given only two places each at To-
kyo 2020. The new rules state that 
any nation with 20 or more doping 
violations from 2008 to 2020 will 
have just one man and one woman 
at the Games.

Countries with 10-19 doping 
violations over that same period 
will be limited to two men and 
two women in Tokyo. At least nine 
more countries, including Bulgar-
ia, Iran and India fall into that cat-
egory.

This decision to limit Olym-
pic quotas, however, will not have 
much impact on India as the coun-
try has not been sending more 
than two weightlifters each in men 
and women’s sections in the Olym-
pics during the past few editions.

Before Sanjita’s case, 12 Indian 
weightlifters had returned positive 
in tests conducted by the interna-
tional federation since 2008.

I am innocent, will challenge suspension: Sanjita Chanu

P , J  1 (PTI): In-
dian Super League (ISL) 
club FC Pune City today 
announced Brazilian 
Marcos Paqueta, who 
guided Saudi Arabia in 
the 2006 World Cup, as 
their new head coach.

The Brazilian, who has 
close to 30 years of coach-
ing experience across 
youth, club and national 
teams, will make his man-
agerial debut in the 2018-
19 season, said the club in 
a media release.

After successfully 
managing youth teams 
of top Brazilian clubs for 
over a decade, Paqueta 
took reins of Brazil U-17 
and U-20 national teams.

Under Paqueta, the 
team won three titles 
each, including the 2003 
FIFA U-17 World Cup and 
2003 FIFA U-20 World 
Cup.

After his spell with 
Selecao youth sides, 
he shifted base to Mid-
dle-East joining Al-Hilal 
Saudi Football Club.

In his time with the 
club, he led them to 
winning Saudi Premier 
League (2004-05), Saudi 

Crown Prince Cup (2004-
05), Saudi Federation 
Cup (2004-05) and King 
Fahd Cup (2004-05).

His tremendous run 
with Al-Hilal got him the 
job to coach the Saudi na-
tional team at the 2006 
World Cup.

He came back to 
Al-Hilal helping them win 
another Saudi Premier 
League title in 2006-07 
season.

Later, Paqueta 
coached Al-Gharafa 
(2007-09) and Al Rayyan 
(2009-10) with great 
success.

Libya then roped 
him as their head coach 
and in two years (2010-
2012) he managed to cat-
apult the Libyan national 
team from 115 to 37 in 
world rankings.

He then went on to 
coach Al-Shabab and 
Al-Gharafa in Oman and 
Qatar. In 2016, he went 
to Egypt and coached Za-
malek FC to a runner-up 
inish.

Last season, he 
coached Al-Shorta in Iraq 
and his team inished 3rd 
in the league.

FC Pune City ropes in Brazilian
Paqueta as head coach

Nepal, Scotland 
among 4 teams 
inducted in ICC 
ODI rankings
D , J  1 (PTI): The 
International Cricket 
Council (IIC) on Friday 
included Nepal, Nether-
lands, Scotland and the 
UAE in their ODI rank-
ings list apart from the 
12 existing countries.

The ICC release states 
that results of all the bi-
lateral ODIs involving 
these new teams will 
henceforth be taken into 
account while calculating 
the rating points.

The Netherlands se-
cured ODI status and 
a place in the 13-team 
ODI league by winning 
the ICC World Cricket 
League Championship 
last year, while Scot-
land, Nepal and the UAE 
earned ODI status by in-
ishing as the three lead-
ing associates (along 
with the Dutch) in the 
ICC Cricket World Cup 
Quali ier 2018.

Scotland has been 
ranked in 13th on 28 
points - 10 points behind 
12th ranked Ireland - 
while the UAE are anoth-
er 10 points behind on 
18 in 14th position. The 
Netherlands have 13 rat-
ing points.

Nepal and the Neth-
erlands will need to play 
four matches more in or-
der to get into the table.

“Teams earn points 
from each match they 
play against opposition 
with an ODI rating. Points 
and matches played be-
tween May 1 2015 and 
April 30, 2017 will be 
weighted at 50 per cent, 
whereas matches played 
after May 1, 2017 will be 
weighted at 100 per cent.

“The positions of the 
12 Test playing countries, 
who were already on the 
table, are not affected by 
the introduction of these 
new teams on the table,” 
the release said.

The table is head-
ed by England, who will 
host next year’s ICC 
Cricket World Cup. India 
are ranked second, three 
points behind England, 
while ICC Champions 
Trophy winners Pakistan 
are in sixth place.

The initial rankings 
for the four new teams 
are based on: all ODIs 
played since May 2015 
by Scotland and the UAE 
against Full Members 
and against each other; 
Non-ODIs played by the 
Netherlands and Nepal 
against Full Members, 
Scotland and the UAE as 
part of the ICC World Cup 
Qualifying tournament 
2018.

Rani returns 
to women’s 
hockey 
squad for 
Spain Tour
N  D , J  1 (PTI): Reju-
venated after a break, skipper 
and ace striker Rani Rampal to-
day returned to the 20-strong 
Indian women’s hockey team 

announced for the tour of Spain 
starting June 12.

The Indian team will play 
a ive-match series against the 
Spanish team as part of its build-
up for the World Cup in July in 
London, Hockey India said in a 

press release.
The team will have goalkeep-

er Savita as vice-captain. Young-
ster Swati has been called up as 
the back-up goalkeeper for the 
tournament.

Rani had been rested from 

theAsian Champions Trophy 
where India won a silver medal.

India’s defence will see the re-
turn of experienced Sushila Chanu 
Pukhrambam. She will be joined 
by Sunita Lakra, Deep Grace Ekka, 
Suman Devi Thoudam, Deepika 
and drag- licker Gurjit Kaur.

In the mid ield, Namita Top-
po, Lilima Minz, Monika, Neha 
Goyal, Navjot Kaur and Nikki 
Pradhan will hold fort.

India’s forward-line will see 
skipper Rani return to action 
after being rested for the Asian 
Champions Trophy.
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Anthyesthi Kriya
The 12th day Anthyesthi 
Kriya of our beloved moth-
er Late Dhan Maya Prad-
han who left for her heav-
enly abode on Tuesday the 
22nd of May 2018 falls on 
Saturday the 2nd of June 
2018. All relatives, friends 

and well wishers are requested to join us 
for offering prayers for the departed soul at 
our residence at Melli Dara, Near School, 
South Sikkim.

Prem Bahadur Pradhan and Shiva Kumar Pradhan 
(Sons), Kumari Pradhan and Indra Kumari Gurung 

(Daughters-in-law), Kunti Pradhan and Shanti Prad-
han (Daughters), Tilak Bahadur Pradhan (Husband)

Contact: 9832330292, 7584935084

KUTSHE SHEGU

The 49th Day Kutshe Shegu of our beloved fa-
ther late Kaching Bhutia (Dorjee Lobhay of 
Kabi Gumpa) who left for his heavenly abode 
on 18th April’2018 falls on 6th June’2018.   
All friends, well wishers and relatives are re-
quested to join us in offering prayer for the 
departed soul at our resident at Kabi near 
BAC in North Sikkim.  We would also like to 
thank all those who stood by us during our 
time of bereavement and regret our inability 
to thank them individually.

Mr. Pintso Tashi Dozepa (son) 7550801904, Mrs. 
Namgay Bhutia (wife), Mrs. Ongmu Tongden 

Lepcha (Daughter ) 9434870338, Mrs. Hissay 
Bhutia (Daughter-in-law) 7076335196, Mrs. Lad-
en Bhutia (Daughter) 8967035867, Mrs. Dechen 

Dolkar Lachungpa (Daughter) 8768926989

S , J  1 (PTI): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi today said technol-
ogy is giving voice to mil-
lions around the world 
and helping in break-
ing social barriers as he 
underlined the need of 
combining innovation 
with human values to 
resolve the challenges of 
the 21st century.

Participating in a di-
alogue titled ‘Transform-
ing Asia through Innova-
tion’ at Singapore’s pres-
tigious Nanyang Techno-
logical University, Modi 
spoke about the biggest 
challenges before the 
world, in particular Asia.

“The biggest challenge 
before us is that the 21st 
century belongs to Asia. 
But do we have this sen-
timent, I think that is the 
biggest challenge,” he said.

He said skills for the 
digital age, creating ad-
equate jobs in the age of 
digital reception, agricul-
tural productivity, water, 
pollution, rapid and mass 
urbanisation, climate 
change, building sus-

tainable infrastructure 
and protecting the blue 
economy were some of 
the common challenges 
facing humankind.

“These challenges 
require collaboration 
among governments, 
universities and labora-
tories. Policy interven-
tions are important, a 
lot of inance would be 
needed given the scope 
and magnitude. We need 
innovation and technolo-
gy to address these chal-
lenges,” he said.

Modi cited a report by 
an American university on 
the economic development 
of 2,000 years according to 
which he said India and 
China contributed to 50 
per cent of the world GDP 
for 1,600 years.

“It is only the last 300 
years where we ind the 
dominance of the west-
ern world,” he said.

“If we can overcome 
our internal problems, 
this interconnected world 
that we have if we can 
transform that into op-
portunities in the service 

of humanities for peace 
and for harmony then we 
together can make a huge 
contribution.

“In human history, In-
dia and China have dom-
inated global trade for 
centuries. At the same 
time, there was no con-

lict. We must think of 
furthering connectivity 
without any con lict,” he 
said.

Modi cited example 
how space technology can 
be used for weather pre-
diction, water harvesting 
and helping ishermen.

When asked whether 
he sees any con lict be-
tween tradition on the 
one hand and globalisa-
tion and modernisation 
on the other hand, Modi 
said, “If technology if 
used to make weapons, 
then it gives rise to con-

licts...But if innovation 
and technology are com-
bined with human val-
ues, then in the service 
of humanity, the kind of 
force multiplier that it 
has cannot be imagined.

“As we went through 
the centuries, there was 

innovation, but in all this 
at the heart of this was 
ethics, values and human 
values....Technology can 
contribute in a big way 
if it also combined with 
values,” he said.

He said technology is 
aiding human creativity 
and various social me-
dia platforms have given 
voice to millions.

“We have progressed 
through the ages due to 
innovation and due to 
ethics as well as human-
itarian values,” the prime 
minister said.

“In the wake of deple-
tion of natural resources, 
new technology will help 
in evolving new alterna-
tive ways for human race 
to sustain. New technol-
ogy can and will help in 
inding ways for natural 

energy,” he said.
Modi said the notion 

that disruption makes de-
struction was not correct.

“Every new innova-
tion looks like a disrup-
tion in the beginning. 
Technology driven soci-
ety helps in countering 

social divide,” he added.
Technology has to 

be affordable and us-
er-friendly, he said, adding 
a technology-driven soci-
ety breaks social barriers.

“We should not see 
every disruption as de-
struction. People were 
apprehensive about com-
puters but see how com-
puters changed human 
history,” he said.

During his visit to 
the university, six agree-
ments were signed to 
strengthen academic and 
industry partnerships 
between NTU and lead-
ing Indian universities 
and institutions. Modi 
was accompanied by Sin-
gapore’s Education Min-
ister Ong Ye Kung.

He also visited an 
exhibition being held at 
NTU and interacted with 
a social robot which can 
communicate with hu-
mans by following rules 
attached to its role. He 
also planted a Neem tree 
in the campus of the uni-
versity to commemorate 
his visit.

Modi calls for combining innovation with human values to resolve challenges

The Taliban say they “categorically reject” a statement made this week by the US commander of coalition forces in Afghanistan about “off 
stage” contacts and dialogue taking place between the Kabul government and the insurgents. Taliban spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid 

says in a statement distributed to the media today that Gen. John Nicholson’s remarks, made to reporters at the Pentagon from his Kabul 
of ice, were a “baseless claim.” Nicholson said Wednesday that “mid-level, senior-level Taliban leaders” are “engaging with Afghans,” adding 
that unspeci ied international organizations, foreign governments and other interested parties also are involved. Mujahid says that “Ameri-
can General Nicholson is making such fabricated statements to divert attention from his failures and keep the Washington media busy with 
false claims instead of exposing the failed Trump [administration’s] strategy” in Afghanistan.

W , J  1 (PTI): Former US 
president Bill Clinton has teamed up with 
global thriller master James Patterson to 
churn out a gripping novel which is about a 
sitting president who disappears during an 
international crisis that results in the most 
dramatic three days in American history.

“President is Missing” releases globally 
on June 4.

According to publishers Penguin Ran-
dom House, the novel confronts a threat so 
huge that it jeopardises not just Pennsylva-
nia Avenue and Wall Street, but all of Amer-
ica.

“Uncertainty and fear grip the nation. 
There are whispers of cyber terror and espi-
onage and a traitor in the Cabinet. Even the 
President himself becomes a suspect, and 
then he disappears from public view,” it said.

Set over the course of three days, “The 
President Is Missing” sheds light on the in-
ner workings and vulnerabilities of the US.

Filled with information that only a for-
mer commander-in-chief would know, this 
is the most authentic, terrifying novel to 
come along in many years, the publishers 
said.

“Yes, ‘The President is Missing’ is iction 
- it’s a thriller - but James Patterson and I 
have come up with three of the most fright-
ening days in the history of the presidency. 
And it could really happen... These days, the 
seemingly impossible can happen,” Clinton 
said about his book.

“And it happens so fast. I believe that 
readers will not soon forget President Jona-
than Duncan and his story,” he added.

Clinton, who was elected president of 
the US in 1992 and served two terms, was 
able to draw on his experience to help shape 
the story. With hidden sub-basements and 
secret passages, the White House is the per-
fect setting for the thriller and details are 
drawn from Clinton’s knowledge of the icon-
ic building.

As he said, “Every once in a while, as we 
were writing or discussing a particular twist, 
I’d suggest something that Jim thought was 
a bit far-fetched. And I could see why he’d 
think so, but I’d tell him: ‘knowing what I 
know, Jim, this could actually happen’.”

Patterson described the novel as “full of 
twists and turns - kind of like being presi-
dent”.

“The President is Missing” will be adapt-
ed for television screens and is set to be a 
major television event.

After leaving the White House, Clinton 
established the Clinton Foundation, which 
works for improving global health, increas-
ing opportunity for girls and women, re-
ducing childhood obesity and preventable 
diseases, creating economic opportunity 
and growth, and addressing the effects of 
climate change.

He is the author of four non- iction 
works, including My Life . Patterson has sold 
over 375 million books worldwide.

Bill Clinton teams up with James 
Patterson to pen debut novel

B , J  1 (AFP): 
A Belgian judge has 
charged an accomplice 
of Paris attacks suspect 
Salah Abdeslam with a 
terror offence linked to 
the March 2016 Brussels 
suicide bombings, prose-
cutors said today.

Tunisian So iane 
Ayari, who along with 
Abdeslam was jailed in 
April for opening ire on 
police in Brussels days 
before the bombings, 
was charged late yester-
day “with participation 
in the activities of a ter-
rorist organisation,” the 
federal prosecutor’s of-
ice said.

It said an investigat-
ing judge charged Ayari, 
24, “in connection with 
the investigation after 
the terrorist attacks in 
Brussels and Zaventem” 

on March 22, 2016, which 
left 32 people dead and 
wounded hundreds.

The Islamic State group 
claimed the bombings.

A Brussels court on 
April 23 sentenced Ayari 
and Abdeslam to 20 years 
in prison for trying to kill 
police of icers during a 
gunbattle in Brussels that 
led to their capture.

Four police of icers 
were wounded in the 
March 15 gun ight, four 
months after the Novem-
ber 2015 Paris attacks, 
and days before suicide 
bombings in Brussels 
as a wave of Islamic 
State-inspired terror 
swept Europe.

Abdeslam is the sole 
surviving suspect in the 
Paris attacks.

Ayari is being held in 
a Belgian prison.

Belgium charges
Abdeslam accomplice over 
2016 Brussels bombings

Rival Koreas 
agree to 
military, Red 
Cross talks 
for peace
S , J  1 (AP): North 
and South Korea today 
agreed to hold military 
and Red Cross talks later 
this month on reducing 
tensions and resuming 
reunions of families sep-
arated by the 1950-53 
Korean War.

The rivals also agreed 
at a meeting of senior 
of icials at the border 
village of Panmunjom to 
establish a liaison of ice 
at the North Korean bor-
der town of Kaesong and 
hold sports talks on ield-
ing combined teams for 
some sports at the Asian 
Games in August, as they 
continue to take steps to-
ward reconciliation.

The high-level meet-
ing between the Koreas 
followed talks in New 
York between US Sec-
retary of State Mike 
Pompeo and senior 
North Korean envoy Kim 
Yong Chol on a possible 
summit between Presi-
dent Donald Trump and 
North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un.

American delegations 
are also meeting with 
North Koreans at Pan-
munjom and in Singa-
pore as part of efforts to 
plan the summit, which 
may take place June 12 in 
Singapore.

South Korea’s Uni i-
cation Ministry said the 
Koreas agreed to set up 
the liaison of ice at a fac-
tory park in Kaesong that 
had been jointly operat-
ed by the countries until 
the South shut it down 
in February 2016 after 
a North Korean nuclear 
test. The Koreas agreed 
to hold the military talks 
at Panmunjom on June 
16 and the Red Cross 
talks on June 22 at the 
North’s Diamond Moun-
tain resort.

South Korean Pres-
ident Moon Jae-in, who 
met with Kim Jong Un 
twice in the past two 
months, has said prog-
ress in inter-Korean rec-
onciliation will be a cru-
cial part of international 
efforts to resolve the nu-
clear standoff with North 
Korea because the North 
won’t give up its nuclear 
program unless it feels 
its security is assured.
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EtCETERA

MUST BE LOVE! It was no surprise Penelope Cruz was 
seen arriving with her husband Javier Bardem at Span-
ish NGO Proactiva Open Arms gala, dedicated to sea 
rescue of migrants, in Madrid as the duo are insepara-
ble, with the couple often starring in movies together. 

ARIES: You might fi nd yourself 
in the public eye at some point 
today, Aries. This is fi ne, since 
you’re looking and feeling great. 
You’re likelier than usual to proj-
ect warmth and friendliness to 
others. Acknowledgment for an 
artistic or creative activity could 
come your way. Whatever you 
start today is likely to succeed, 
whether it’s a new artistic proj-
ect, career, or romance. Enjoy.
TAURUS: If you’ve considered 
a career in publishing, Taurus, 
this is the time to go for it. It’s 
also a great day to enroll in law 
school, an advanced degree pro-
gram, or any fi eld of higher edu-
cation. Love with someone from 
far away could well be in the off -
ing. At the least, you could make 
a new friend from a distant state 

or foreign land. This should be a 
satisfying day for you.
GEMINI: Your dreams could 
be vivid, pleasant, and full of 
information to help you make a 
decision. New and exciting con-
tacts could come into your life 
today, Gemini, possibly proving 
helpful in showing you ways to 
increase your income. New ca-
reers, sidelines, and investments 
appear promising and worthy of 
consideration. Make the most 
of whatever comes your way. It 
could make a diff erence.
CANCER: Today you’re like-
ly focused on sex, romance, and 
committed relationships. The 
planetary energies surrounding 
love are promising, Cancer. If 
you’re in a relationship, you and 
your partner could make plans to 

embark on a new enterprise to-
gether, which is likely to succeed. 
If you’re involved but not com-
mitted, expect the relationship to 
move forward now. If you aren’t 
with someone, who knows? By 
the end of the day you might be.
LEO: Today you should be glow-
ing with good health, energy, 
and stamina, and be doing well 
at work, whether career, volun-
teer work, or a personal project. 
Success should come your way 
on all fronts, Leo, particularly 
since you’ve been working hard. 
You’re fi nally likely to see the re-
sults of past eff orts. Success feeds 
good health and good health feeds 
success. Make the most of both.
VIRGO: Love and romance are 
likely to be tops on your agenda 
today, Virgo. You’re feeling es-

pecially warm and loving now. 
Current and potential love part-
ners could feel strongly drawn to 
you. Children might also prove 
a source of happiness and satis-
faction. If you’re artistically in-
clined, this is the day to start or 
fi nish an enterprise, which could 
well lead to fame and fortune. 
This should be a wonderful day.
LIBRA: Important enterprises 
centering on your home could 
take up a lot of your energy over 
the next few days, Libra. Many 
people might come and go. Per-
haps you’re hosting a signifi cant 
social event, moving to a nicer 
place, or maybe transacting a lot 
of business in your home. What-
ever it is, it’s likely to produce the 
results you’re hoping for. Work 
hard and make the most of it.

SCORPIO: Some absolutely 
wonderful news could come your 
way, Scorpio, possibly about ca-
reer or fi nancial success, perhaps 
involving positive changes in 
your neighborhood. If you’ve 
been thinking about working in 
writing or publishing - or any art, 
for that matter - this is the day to 
set events in motion. Your imagi-
nation is operating at a high level 
and so is your ability to commu-
nicate with others. Go for it.
SAGITTARIUS: You should 
feel especially warm and loving 
today toward just about anyone 
you meet, Sagittarius. Good news 
about money may have caused you 
to feel especially positive. This 
could attract new people to you 
and bring closer those already in 
your life. If you’ve been thinking 

about starting an artistic project, 
this is the day to do it. Creative 
ideas should fl ow freely. Have fun.
CAPRICORN: Capricorn, you 
should be looking beautiful and 
feeling especially positive, warm, 
and loving - attracting people of 
all kinds to you. Your self-con-
fi dence, optimism, and deter-
mination should peak over the 
next few days. Anything you’ve 
been thinking about starting - a 
new partnership, business, cre-
ative project, romance - is highly 
likely to succeed and bring good 
fortune your way. Enjoy.
AQUARIUS: Creative inspira-
tion could come from deep within 
today, Aquarius. Visions, dreams 
- anything that excites your imag-
ination - could bring ideas for 
new projects. You might also fi nd 

that your understanding of others 
greatly increases, attracting new 
and old friends. The only down-
side is you could get so lost in 
ideas that you temporarily lose 
touch with the material world. Try 
to keep a foot in both camps.
PISCES: Group activities prove 
benefi cial on several levels, Pi-
sces. You might project power-
ful warmth and love for all life. 
You’re feeling especially op-
timistic about the future. Your 
enthusiasm could spill over to 
others, attracting them into your 
aura. Acquaintances become 
friends, friends grow closer, and 
love relationships grow stronger 
and more stable. You could gain 
a lot of intriguing, useful infor-
mation, particularly about the 
arts.
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Her 1989 tour racked in an 
estimated $250 million, 

making it the highest-gross-
ing set of performances in 
2015. And Taylor Swift is 
set to break records again as 
the irst seven shows of her 
Reputation Tour has already 
earned a whopping $54 mil-
lion, according to Billboard.

The End Game hitmaker, 
28 - who is reportedly worth 
$280 million - kicked off the 
six-month tour on May 8 in 
Glendale, Arizona, and is set 
to conclude her set of electric 
shows in Japan in November.

The irst seven perfor-
mances saw the singer com-
mand the stage in ive cities, 
including Glendale, Santa 
Clara, Pasadena, Seattle and 
Denver.

Taylor’s irst show - 
which took place at Uni-
versity of Phoenix Stadium 
- sold nearly 60,000 tickets 
and grossed an estimated $7 
million, which knocked Me-
tallica’s WorldWired Tour off 
the top of the charts for their 
earnings of $5.2 million at 
the same venue.

With an impressive start 
to her tour, Billboard have 
predicted that sales could po-

tentially reach $400 million 
by the end of set of concerts.

The September song-
stress recently stunned fans 
as she invited her BFF Sele-
na Gomez to perform her 
chart-topping track Hands to 
Myself during her show-stop-
ping tour. The Ready for It 
singer - who turned heads 
in a snake print bodysuit - 
maintained her superstar 
status as she delivered an 
electric show with her close 
pal, 25.

Paying tribute to their 

admirable friendship during 
the show, the brunette bomb-
shell gushed: “The reason 
why she has been one of my 
best friends is because this 
person has never, ever judge 
a single decision I’ve made.”

Selena continued: “But 
honestly thank you from the 
bottom of my heart for sup-
porting someone that I know 
that is the most beautiful, 
strong, independent wom-
an I’ve ever met. So thank 
you for supporting my best 
friend.”

The pair last performed 
together to conclude Taylor’s 
spectacular 85-date world 
tour in August 2015, where 
they performed Selena’s 
chart-topping Good For You 
single.

Taylor has taken to the 
stage with former Fifth Har-
mony member Camilla Ca-
bello, who recently canceled 
her performance on the tour 
after revealing she was hos-
pitalized following the Bill-
board Music Awards.

Last week, the blonde led 
the crowd in a tribute to the 
unwell Havana singer, asking 
the Seattle crowd to chant 
‘Get well soon Camilla’.

Taylor Swift’s Reputation tour grosses 
$54 MILLION with its first seven shows!

He has kept uncharacter-
istically quiet over the 

cheating scandal that has en-
gulfed his sister-in-law Khloe 
Kardashian’s beau Tristan 
Thompson. But Kanye West 
has broken his silence via 
the medium of music over 
the NBA player’s indiscretion 
when his partner was heavily 
pregnant, rapping about him 
on new LP ‘Ye’.

The charismatic rapper, 
40, who is married to Khloe’s 
sister Kim, bizarrely blamed 
Tristan’s cheating on the 
online dating service Chris-
tian Mingle and hinted that 
Khloe, 33, who gave birth to 
daughter True in April, near-
ly dumped him over it.

He rapped: “All these 
THOTS on Christian Min-
gle... That’s what almost got 
Tristan single.” [Thot is an 
derogatory acronym for ‘That 
ho over there’.]

Tristan was caught kiss-
ing another woman in a club 
in New York just days before 
Khloe delivered their baby 
girl, but the reality starlet has 
been sticking by her man in 
the weeks since.

Khloe gave birth to her 
irst child on April 12 just 

days after Tristan was ex-
posed as a serial cheater 
during their relationship.

However, she has re-
mained in the home they 
shared in Cleveland with 
their daughter. But while 
she’s putting on a brave front 
publicly, a source claimed to 
UsWeekly Wednesday that, 
behind the scenes, things are 
still very strained.

“She doesn’t know how 
she’s going to rebuild trust 
in him,” the insider told the 
publication. “She knows her 
family and friends aren’t sup-
porting him or her right now.”

Meanwhile, the Cleveland 
Cavaliers player, 27, is said 
to be ‘completely emotional-
ly and physically exhausted 
from the cheating allegations 
and of course the playoffs’ 

and he and Khloe are ‘ ight-
ing constantly’.

Bound 2 hitmaker Kanye 
also referenced wife Kim 
on the seven-track album, 
recalling she called him up 
‘screaming’ after hearing 
about his rebuked remark 
about slavery - in which he 
claimed the 400 years of 
black slavery was a ‘choice’ 
made by those enslaved.

The musician, who shares 
three children; North, four, 
Saint, two, and Chicago, four 
months with Kim  rapped: 
“Wife calling screaming say-
ing we’re about to lose it all, 
I had to calm her down ‘cause 
she couldn’t breathe. I told 
her she could leave me now 

but she wouldn’t leave. This 
what they mean when they 
say For better or for worse, 
huh?”

The rapper has been in 
Wyoming working on the 
album, his eighth, for weeks 
along with several collabo-
rators including Travis Scott, 
Drake, Migos and Big Sean.

The album dropped at 
midnight June 1. It marks 
Kanye’s comeback after he 
cancelled his Saint Pablo tour 
dates in 2016 and was hos-
pitalized for mental health 
issues.

And according to irst re-
ports from those at the lis-
tening party, he references 
his medical struggles in his 
lyrics as well as the way his 
marriage to Kim has changed 
him, which has won him 
praise from fans and celebri-
ties alike.

This isn’t the irst time 
Kanye has made waves with 
his controversial lyrics, in 
2016 he claimed he made 
arch-nemesis Taylor Swift 
famous and insinuated he 
would bed her one day.

On ‘Famous’, which he pre-
miered at his Yeezy Season 3 
fashion show in New York, he 
spat: “I feel like me and Taylor 
might still have sex, I made 
that b***h famous.”

Kanye West references Tristan Thompson’s
cheating scandal on new album...

He’s playing a version of his own 
father for new biopic, Honey Boy. 

And Shia LaBeouf looked every inch the 
meta actor as he donned a partially bald 
wig to portray heroin-addict patriarch 
Jeffrey in Panorama City, California.

The 31-year-old Transformer star 
rocked a striped shirt and a pair of dirty 
denim pants as he commanded atten-
tion on set, while making the convinc-
ing transformation into the ‘law-break-
ing, alcohol-abusing’ patriarch.

LaBeouf wrote the screenplay about 
his life as a child actor and his shaky 
relationship with Jeffrey during his 10-
week court-ordered rehab stint.

Honey Boy - which was what Jeffrey 
called Shia - is set over the course of a 
decade, and he really didn’t want to 
make the movie a ‘boo-hoo piece.’

The actor and director explained 
in the April edition of Esquire: “[Crit-
ics will say] Oh, here he is not trying to 
own his s***. He’s trying to put it on his 
father... My dad handed me a lot, and 
his legacy was an emotional one. And it 
wasn’t scarring. He handed me texture. 
My dad blessed me that way.”

Shia’s father, a Vietnam veteran, will 
be a foreboding character for the wild-
ly successful actor to depict due to his 
dark past and demons.

He wrapped a light brown bandana 
around his wig and hung out by a group 
of actors dressed as bikers themselves.

He started the production shoot in 
the aforementioned ensemble before 
changing into a biker-inspired out it. 
The actor threw on a brown vest over a 
patchwork shirt.

The premise of the ilm was pitched 
on the Black List, an online market for 
entertainment industry profession-
als, as the tale of ‘a child actor and his 
law-breaking, alcohol-abusing father 
[attempting] to mend their contentious 
relationship over the course of a decade.’

Speaking with Esquire, the enigmat-
ic actor, best known for movies such as 
Transformers, Wall Street: Money Nev-
er Sleeps and American Honey, said he 
recalled bouncing between the set of 
the Disney Channel show Even Stevens 
and 12-step meetings as he grew up 
alongside his dad.

“I was going to the Alano Club with 
my dad,” he said. “That was my daycare 
center. Then I’d go to work. That was my 
whole life.”

He told the publication last year that 
when he underwent rehab in 2017, he 
was encouraged to speak about what 
caused him the most anguish.

“You keep talking about it,” he said. 
“You keep bringing it up, acting it out, 
thinking about its smell. Every which 
way you can get to it. And a lot of my 
s*** has to do with my relationship with 
my dad. That dude is my gasoline.”

His mom Shayna—whom he calls his 
‘everything,’—and his father split when 
he was just three. And when Shia was 
just nine, he saw his mother being raped.

“When I got to rehab last year, they 
said I had PTSD,” he said in reference to 
the violence he’d witnessed as a child.

Shia LaBeouf’s transformation
makes him barely recognizable!

Jason Momoa
departs from ‘The 
Crow’ reboot
L  A , J  1 (PTI): Jason Momoa 
has exited the reboot of “The Crow” but 
the actor hinted that he might return to 
the ilm at a later date. The 38-year-old 
actor, who is best known for playing Khal 
Drogo on the “Game of Thrones” and su-
perhero Aquaman in “Justice League”, 
took to Instagram to share the news of 
his departure from the project and said 
the ilm has fallen apart.

“I’ve waited eight years to play this 
dream role. I love you @corinhardy and 
@sonypictures unfortunately I may have 
to wait eight more. Not our team. But I 
swear I will. James O’Barr sorry to let you 
down. I won’t on the next,” Momoa wrote.

“This ilm needs to be set free. And to 
the fans. Sorry. I can’t play anything but 
what this ilm deserves and it needs love. 
I’m ready when it’s right,” he added.

“The Crow” reboot has been plagued 
with numerous setbacks over the years 
and nearly a dozen Hollywood stars have 
been attached and then left this new ver-
sion of ilm including Jack Huston, Nor-
man Reedus, Luke Evans and Tom Hid-
dleston. Development on the reboot dates 
back to 2008 when Mark Wahlberg was 
being eyed toto play rockstar-turned-un-
dead-avenger Eric Draven.

Things were inally coming together 
after Momoa and director Corin Hardy 
boarded the ilm and it was expected to 
start ilming later this month with a re-
lease date of October 11, 2019.


