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RODHI GHAR CONSTRUCTION
ENDANGERING LIVES, ALLEGE 

SICHEY RESIDENTS
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USFC EDGES PAST BOYS 
CLUB IN A HUMDINGER 

OF A MATCH
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CLIMATE 
CHANGE IS 

GETTING REAL 
FOR SIKKIM’S 

FARMERS

Inside, on pgs 05 & 06

There is the data, and then there are the realities 
on ground. In Sikkim’s case, both point towards a 
perceptible change in weather patterns which are 
being felt most acutely in the farms and fi elds. In the 
sixth instalment of the Spotlight series, TSHERING 
EDEN delves into how climate change is changing 
the haats in Sikkim…

SDF LASHES BACK
AT SKM ALLEGATIONS 

ON EDUCATION
PG03

K , A  23 (PTI): 
The iling of fresh nom-
inations for panchayat 
elections in West Ben-
gal began today, amid 
allegations of violence 
levelled by opposition 
parties against “goons” 
of the ruling Trinamool 
Congress.

The iling of nomina-
tions, which began at 11 
am, will continue till 3 pm.

The Calcutta High 
Court had on Friday di-
rected the State Election 
Commission (SEC) to ex-
tend the date.

The SEC issued a 
fresh noti ication on Sat-
urday announcing April 
23 as the new date for 
iling nominations to 

the three-tier panchayat 
elections.

“The nomination pro-
cess has began and we 
have received a few com-
plaints and are looking 
into them. We have also 
formed a control room to 
address those problems,” 
a senior SEC of icial said.

The SEC has asked the 
police to make adequate 
security arrangements 
to prevent any untoward 
incident during the iling 
process.

The opposition Con-

gress and the BJP ac-
cused the Trinamool 
Congress of “letting loose 
a reign of terror” since 
the morning to prevent 
their candidates from il-
ing their papers.

“Since the morning, 
goons of the TMC are try-
ing to terrorise our can-
didates. The police and 
administration are mute 
spectators,” state Con-
gress president Adhir 
Chowdhury said.

The opposition par-
ties alleged that incidents 
of violence had occurred 
in Murshidabad, Malda 
and South 24 Parganas 
districts.

A senior TMC leader 
brushed off the allega-
tions as “baseless” and 
blamed the opposition 
for “vitiating peace” in 
some parts of the state.

The dates for the 
polls, which were earlier 
scheduled to be held on 
May 1, 3 and 5, are yet 
to be announced by the 
commission.

The nominations 
received today would 
be scrutinised on April 
25. The last date for the 
withdrawal of candida-
ture is April 28, the noti-
ication had said.

WB Panchayat polls:
iling of nominations 

begins on extended date

TEEN ALSO WINS IN 
HIS CATEGORY AT 
KATHMANDU OPEN 
GRAND MASTER CHESS 
CHAMPIONSHIP

SAGAR CHHETRI
G , 23 A : 

Sixteen-year-old Rahul Gu-
rung has achieved what 

chess-players his age, and of 
his brief experience, can only 
dream of – holding an experi-
enced Grand Master to a draw 
in a tournament setting. Rahul 
cannot stop beaming about this 
dream encounter when he for-
mer Russian champion, expe-
rienced Grand Master Sergey 
Volkov, to a draw in Round-2 
of the Kathmandu Open Grand 
Master Chess Championship 
2018 held from 12 to 17 April in 
Kathmandu, Nepal.

Rahul Gurung hails from Lum-
sey in East Sikkim and is currently 
the North-East champion.

Addressing a press con-
ference here today, Rahul ex-
pressed immense happiness on 
playing a draw against such an 
experienced GM. 

“This tournament is real-
ly special for me as I got to not 
only play against a Grand Master 
for the irst time in my chess ca-
reer, but also managed to hold 

him to a draw. The appreciation 
received on this achievement 
in the tournament has boosted 
my con idence to practice even 
harder for future competitions,” 
he shares.

A two-member team of Sik-
kim Chess Association com-
prising of Rahul and Thendup 
Tamang had participated in 
this prestigious tournament. 
They were accompanied by SCA 
general secretary, Mahendra 
Dhakal, as the team manager. 
The tournament had the partic-
ipation of 216 players from 20 

countries.
Mr Dhakal informs that 

Rahul was in fact in a winning 
position but due to time con-
straints, the game inally ended 
in a draw. 

“Grand Master Sergey Volkov 
was the top-seeded player in the 
tournament and to hold him to 
a draw is really a big achieve-
ment for Rahul. Now, everyone 
is looking at the State with the 
hope that it will produce Inter-
national Masters in the near fu-
ture,” he said.

Rahul also became the 

champion in his category of 
1700 to 2000 rating of the 
tournament and also improved 
his rating by 55 to increase his 
rating to 2020.

Rahul has been practicing 
hard to become the irst In-
ternational Master from the 
north-east region. Rahul aims 
to achieve this over the next two 
years.

Sikkim Chess Association ex-
ecutive members congratulated 
Rahul on his big achievement 
and conveyed best wishes for 
future competitions.

16-yr-old Rahul Gurung holds former
Russian champ to a draw

SPCB issues 
closure 
notices to 
7 pharma 
laundries
SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 23 A :

After the High Court 
of Sikkim hammered 

the State Pollution Con-
trol Board for negligence 
in taming the pharmaceu-
tical industries and its al-
lied companies, the Board 
has served closure notices 
to 07 laundries providing 
washing facilities to phar-
ma companies across the 
state. This is the irst time 
that the Board has taken 
such action.

The notices were 
served in the irst week 
of April directing the ‘im-
mediate closure’ of the 
laundries from the date 
of receipt of the notice. 
The laundries were en-
gaged in washing protec-
tive suits worn by work-
ers in the production 
units that are contami-
nated with highly toxic 
chemicals.

The seven laundries 
are M/s Sharmila Enter-
prises of Mining, Rangpo, 
M/s Rangeet Enterpris-
es of Tarpin Rorathang, 
Shri Ram Sharma of 

N  D , A  23 
(PTI): Not just child 
right activists, even par-
ents of minor victims 
today came out against 
the Union government’s 
ordinance providing the 
death penalty to child 
rapists, saying it could 
lead to victims being 
killed by perpetrators.

At a programme in 
New Delhi, three parents, 
whose children were 
raped, urged the central 
government to instead 
strengthen the judicial 
mechanism to support the 
children, who have to deal 
with the crimes and strug-
gle in their aftermath.

“My child was 3.5 
years old when she was 
raped in her playschool 
days after the 2012 Nir-
bhaya gangrape case. She 
was still breast-feeding,” 
a father, whose testimo-
nial moved those pres-
ent at the programme to 
tears, said.

“We sat in the police 
station with her from 
9am to 9:30pm to regis-
ter an FIR and she was 
asked where she was 
touched and how much 
pain she experienced. 
She was made to repeat 
her statement again and 
again for months. I want 
to ask everyone if I was 
wrong to ask for justice 
for my daughter,” he said.

The Union Cabinet, 
two days ago, cleared the 
Criminal Law (Amend-
ment) Ordinance 2018, 

Activists, parents of minor rape
victims against death penalty, urge

govt to strengthen judiciary
which proposes strin-
gent punishments, rang-
ing from a minimum of 
20 years to life term or 
death, for raping girls be-
low the age of 12.

President Ram Nath 
Kovind has approved the 
ordinance.

The ordinance was 
brought after a nation-
wide outrage over cases 
of sexual assault and kill-
ing of minors in Kathua 
in Jammu and Kashmir, 
in Gujarat’s Surat, and 
the rape of a girl in Unn-
ao in Uttar Pradesh.

Child rights groups 
reiterated that the real 
deterrent in such cases 
is the implementation of 

the laws and the certain-
ty of punishment, rather 
than the death penalty.

They said the ordi-
nance was “reactionary, 
impractical in terms 
of procedural changes 
brought in and dispro-
portionate with regards 
to sentencing.”

“The move to bring in 
the ordinance was based 
on brutality and not on 
any understanding of the 
dynamics of incest and 
child abuse, which is of 
epidemic proportions 
in India and is taking 
place in our homes as a 
matter of daily routine,” 
said Anuja Gupta of RAHI 

turn to pg02



2 SummitTIMES | 24 April 2018 SikkimSCAN

Contd from pg01

Kutshe Shegu
The 49th day Kutshe Shegu of Late Norbu Tshering Lepcha who left for his heavenly abode on 15 March 2018 falls 02 May 2018.  All friends, well-wish-
ers and relatives are requested to join us in off ering prayer for the departed soul at our residence, Chamkong Lee (Ruvong, Hee-Gyathang, Dzongu, 
North Sikkim. We would also like to extend our gratitude to all those who stood by us during our time of bereavement and regret our inability to 
thank them individually.

PEMTU TSH LEPCHA (ELDEST SON) 9734365676, SONGMIT LEPCHA (ELDEST DAUGHTER) 9593822460, DR. SONAM 
RINCHEN LEPCHA (YOUNGER BROTHER) 9647884804,  DATHUP LEPCHA (YOUNGER BROTHER) 7407015920

Two UD 
cases
GANGTOK, 23 APR: A 
dead body was found in 
the middle of the Teesta 
at Golitar in East Sikkim 
on Sunday morning. 
The deceased has been 
identi ied as one Bikash 
Prasad [30], resident of 
Dhamala colony, Singtam. 
Investigations revealed 
that the deceased was an 
alcoholic while no foul 
play has been detected 
so far. The case is under 
further investigation. 

In another case on 
the same day, the body 
of one Sudip Rai [25] of 
Lower Singhik was found 
in Gabjay forest under 
Dhanbari ward. Two 
residents of Gabjay vil-
lage discovered the body 
when they had gone to 
the forest to collect fod-
der. Investigations re-
vealed that the deceased 
had started drinking 
heavily after his wife left 
him some months back. 
He had come to Gabjay to 
visit his in-laws around a 
week ago and had told a 
friend that he was leaving 
for Mangan on 21 Apr. No 
injuries were found on 
the body and the case is 
under investigation.

Truck rams 
into house
G , 23 A : 
On Sunday evening at 
around 6 p.m., a truck 
plying along Tinzir road 
in South Sikkim, lost 
control and rammed into 
a house and damaged 
two parked vehicles. The 
incident was reported to 
the police by the house 
owner following which 
police have arrested the 
accused truck driver, one 
Bikash Darjee [25] and 
seized the truck. The case 
is under investigation.

Majitar, Rangpo, M/s 
Sparke Laundry of Lower 
Arithang, Gangtok, M/s 
Shristika Enterprises of 
Mamring, East Sikkim, 
M/s Teesta Enterprises 
of Mamring, East Sikkim, 
and M/s Teesta Impex In-
dustrial Laundry, Namli 
near Ranipool.

These laundries have 
been accused of violat-
ing norms and providing 
washing facilities with-
out having the required 
Ef luent Treatment Plant 
and approval to estab-
lish and operate from the 
State Pollution Control 
Board. 

Two laundries, M/s 
Sharmila Enterprises, 
M/s Teesta Impex In-
dustrial Laundry had 
been approved for op-
eration only for the year 
2016-17. The rest ive 
laundries are illegally 
functioning in total con-
travention of Water (Pre-
vention and Control of 
Pollution) Act 1974 with-
out any approval from 
the Board.

SPCB issues 
closure 
notices to 7 
pharma...
contd from pg01

Cong 
condemns 
CM’s 
comments on 
opposition 
stand on 
veggie ban
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 23 A : 

Sikkim Pradesh Con-
gress Committee has 

condemned the recent 
contention of the Chief 
Minister that opposition 
parties in Sikkim were 
anti-people for protest-
ing the organic mission. 
An SPCC press release 
counters that the party 
was not against the or-
ganic mission but was 
protesting the attack on 
the fundamental rights of 
farmers, consumers and 
businessmen due to the 
ban on non-organic vege-
tables. The party has also 
alleged that the produce 
coming to the local mar-
kets were also not fully 
organic.

BJP discusses 
May Day 
celebration
SUMMIT REPORT 
GANGTOK, 23 A : 

A meeting of Bharatiya 
Janta Party Sikkim 

Pradesh was held un-
der the chairmanship of 
the state-president, DB 
Chauhan, at its Singtam 
party of ice. The meeting 
discussed the celebrating 
of May Day in a grand 
manner and handed over 
various responsibilities 
to the party workers, in-
forms a BJP press release. 

The party president 
urged party workers 
and members to work 
together to deliver their 
responsibilities sincerely 
for the success of the 
celebration.

BJP state unit also wel-
comed the Union Minister 
of Micro Industries, Giriraj 
Singh who will be in the 
State for a three-day of-
icial visit from 24 April. 

The release informs that 
a grand welcome and in-
teraction programme will 
be organised for the Union 
Minister at Singtam party 
of ice on Tuesday.

The Human Resource Development De-
partment has strongly refuted the alle-

gation by the Sikkim Krantikari Morcha on 
downgraded education system in Sikkim 
(“SKM questions Chamling Govt’s commit-
ment to education” SummitTimes issue 
dated 23 April, 2018).

The history of educational development 
in Sikkim dates back to only around 100 
years and the modern education in Sikkim 
evolved only in late 60’s. The irst college 
in Sikkim was opened in 1977 and the 
irst University came into existence during 

2007. Considering this short 
span of time, it is remarkable 
that Sikkim presently has 765 
schools, 26 colleges and 7 uni-
versities.

So far closing down of pri-
mary schools is concerned; this may be 
noteworthy that this year three new prima-
ry schools have been opened. It is not ra-
tional to say that the parents prefer private 
schools to government schools. As a matter 
of fact there is a decline in the fertility rate 
of the State leading to fewer children being 
born which has further led to decline in 
enrolment in the many places at Primary 

Level. HRDD has made stringent rules as 
per the guidelines of the Right to Education 
Act and National Council of Teacher Educa-
tion that if a private school does not meet 
the requisite criteria, such private schools 
shall be closed down. The HRDD has been 
appointing professionally trained and qual-
i ied teachers in all levels of schools in or-
der to ensure quality education. This may 
be re lected here that the rate of improve-
ment in quality education in Sikkim in the 
last 20 years has been remarkable and 
many of our children have been able to get 

admissions in reputed interna-
tional universities. Many of our 
students have also been able to 
crack the UPSC examinations 
and are appointed in many All 
India Service cadre posts in-

cluding IAS, IPS and IFS. Apart from this, 
many of our students are placed in several 
IT sectors and other tertiary ields across 
the country.

This year, the HRDD is appointing pri-
mary teachers on regular basis and ad hoc 
appointment has been done away with for 
good.

The HRDD in Sikkim is the irst state 

in India to work out an elaborate roadmap 
for pre-primary education which is now 
being taken up by the NCERT as model for 
the whole country. Provisions of Chief Min-
ister’s Meritorious Scholarship Scheme, 
Dr Ambedkar Scholarship Scheme and 
schemes for higher education are evidence 
enough to establish that the state of Sikkim 
has improved upon remarkably in the edu-
cation sector and across the country; Sik-
kim is one of the top performing state. 

As an initiative to ensure quality edu-
cation at the elementary level, the HRDD 
has initiated training of untrained prima-
ry teachers though SWAYAM Portal of the 
Ministry of Human Resource, Government 
of India through the NIOS. This is ensure 
that all those untrained regular teachers in 
elementary level shall be trained by March 
2019.

The HRDD further appeals to all the 
stakeholders to come up with social sup-
port when the state is on its way to improv-
ing upon quality education for a compe-
tence based human resource.

[Bhim Thatal, SCS, Director/PE, 
SPD/SSA and Nodal Of icer for Pub-

lic Relations and Publicity/HRDD]

HRDD REFUTES ALLEGATION BY SKM 
ON SIKKIM’S EDUCATION SYSTEM

foundation, a centre for 
women survivors of in-
cest and child sexual 
abuse. She said in her 20 
years of working with 
rape survivors, she real-
ised they do not want to 
take the burden of pun-
ishment to the abuser, 
especially if the abuser is 
a family member.

In 94 per cent of cases 
the perpetrator is known to 
the victim and introducing 
the death penalty will fur-
ther decrease reportage of 
these cases to the authori-
ties, she feared. A mother, 
whose child was raped by 
her husband - the child’s 
father, said she does “not 
want him to be hanged”.

“I want him to be 
alive, I want him to com-
pensate us monetarily 
for the rest of his life so 
that I can bring up my 
children. Why should he 
hang and be free of his 
responsibilities?

“I fear if the death 
penalty is introduced, 
children like mine would 
be raped and then killed, 
so that there remains no 
evidence. As a mother, I 
appeal to the cops to be 
more sensitive, judges 
to be more patient and 
- above everything else 
- don’t make us feel bad 
about seeking justice for 
our children,” she said.

In 2017, activists 
said, a Women and Child 
Development Ministry 
report on child abuse 
said that 53.2 per cent 
of children admitted to 
having faced some form 
of sexual abuse.

Yet this has not trans-

lated into FIRs and re-
mains heavily unreport-
ed, they said.

Justice A P Shah, for-
mer Delhi High Court 
chief justice and former 
chairman of the Law 
Commission of India, 
said the remedy offered 
appears to be based on a 
wrong diagnosis.

“Not only is the en-
hancement of the pun-
ishment to include the 
death penalty futile, but 
will have disastrous con-
sequences for children. 
I urge everyone to reject 
the ordinance and focus 
on reforming the criminal 
justice system,” he said.

Advocate Vrinda Gro-
ver termed the ordinance 
“legal populism” and said 
the government should 
instead address why the 
conviction rates are low 
in cases of sexual vio-
lence against children.

The activists said 
while the ordinance 
spoke about special 
courts, special prosecu-
tors, India has one judge 
for every million of its 
population. The pendan-
cy in Protection of Chil-
dren from Sexual Offenc-
es (POCSO) Act cases is 
89 per cent and the con-
viction rate is around 28 
per cent, they said.

Bharti Ali of HAQ cen-
tre for Child Rights said 
children are often ex-
posed to the accused and 
aggressive questioning 
of the victims persist in 
courts and these are the 
aspects - along with plug-
ging the gaps in the judi-
ciary - that should be the 
focus of the government.

Activists, parents of 
minor rape victims...

ARPAN PRADHAN
G , 23 A :

The ongoing construction 
work of the proposed 

Rodhi Ghar of the Gurung 
community at Sichey, near 
the District Administration 
Centre, Gangtok, has become 
a cause for concern amongst 
residents of the locality. Peo-
ple are worried about poten-
tial damage to buildings in the 
vicinity as well as the road to-
wards the DAC. 

Heavy rainfall in the past 
few days has further caused 
stones and mud to fall off the 
freshly dug roadside. 

Local residents and build-
ing owners have blamed the All 
Sikkim Gurung Tamu Buddhist 
Association for not following 
proper safety measures and 
carrying out the construction 
work at a slow pace with very 
few workers.

One of the houses in danger 
is the one belonging to Mahan-
anda Neopaney located right 
next to the construction site.

“We are living under fear 
every day and night as our 
building is at risk and all of our 
tenants have already vacated 

the building,” said Siddharth 
Neopaney, son of Mahananda 
Neopaney.

If safety walls are not con-
structed soon, the building 
may fall and the entire area 
along with the road will sink 

causing huge damage to the 
public and private property, he 
added.

The buildings nearby and 
the roads are already at risk 
and if the rain continues, the 
worst could happen, he added. 

It is informed that the 
construction, which began in 
2011, was delayed due to the 
association’s internal prob-
lems and had resumed in Jan-
uary this year.

The association, which 

is responsible for the con-
struction, has been issued a 
notice and directions from 
the SDM office to complete 
the safety wall construction 
within a month following 
technical safety measures, it 
is informed.

“The association has been 
carelessly carrying out the 
construction without follow-
ing the directives of the SDM 
of ice and without any safety 
concerns, which is quite sur-
prising and disappointing,” al-
leged Siddharth Neopaney. He 
added that they are not against 
anyone but just concerned for 
their safety.

Mr. Neopaney also in-
formed that they approached 
the SDM of ice on Monday and 
have been assured all support 
from the government.

They have demanded that 
the association should take re-
sponsibility of the safety of the 
people living in the building 
and bear the losses in case of 
any accidents.

On Monday, mud and 
stones continued to fall while 
Policemen and locals gathered 
around the spot.

Rodhi Ghar construction endangering
lives, allege Sichey residents

SUMMIT REPORT
DIKCHU, 23 APR: 

The LD Kazi Inter-
school Gold Cup Foot-

ball Tournament being 
hosted by Passingdang 
BAC in North Sikkim 
kicked-off today at Nam-
prikdang Ground here in 
Dzongu.

The tournament is 
being organised under 
the aegis of Department 
of Sports & Youth Affairs.

Today, Passingdang 
Secoary School girls de-

LD Kazi Interschool football begins in Passingdang

feated Lingdong SS, while in the 
boys category, Passingdang SS 
outplayed Lingdong as well.

In the third match, Hee-
gyathang SSS girls defeated 
Gor SS and in the fourth match, 

Hee-Gyathang SSS boys beat 
Gor SS. 

Both, the boys and girls 

teams of Hee-Gyathang SSS have 
entered the inals scheduled to 
be played on 24 April. 
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SUMMIT REPORT
G , 23 A : 

United Sikkim Football 
Club edged past Boys 

Club, Gangtok, in the pre 
quarter- inal match of 
the 2nd Mahendra Kar-
ki Memorial Invitation-
al Football Tournament 
played here on Mon-
day. USFC registered a 
3-2 victory to book its 
place in the quarter- inal 
round of the tournament.

Playing an attack-
ing game, both teams 
launched continuous at-
tacks and counter attacks 

on each other from the 
start and Sanjay Chettri 
broke  through for USFC 
in the 27th minute. Soon 
after, his teammate Kilp 
Barfungpa extended the 
lead to 2-0 in the 30th 
minute for USFC. 

Ashwin Rai brought 
some relief to Boys Club 
with a goal in the 43rd 
minute to end the irst 
half poised at 2-1 in fa-
vour of USFC.

The match turned 
even more contesting in 
the 64th minute when Ri-
tik Rai scored the equal-

iser for Boys Club. 
Both teams played 

neck-to-neck from there-
on and just when the 
match appeared ended 
for a draw, Palsang Lama 
scored the winning goal 
for the USFC in the 88th 
minute.

Sanjay Chettri of 
USFC was adjudged the 
man of the match. 

On Tuesday, the sec-
ond quarter- inal match 
will be played between 
United Kurseong Football 
Club and Apex Football 
Club, Kalimpong at 2 pm.

2ND MAHENDRA KARKI MEMORIAL INVITATIONAL FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT

USFC edges past Boys Club in 
a humdinger of a match

5 SCA MEMBERS PASS CHESS INSTRUCTORS’ EXAM
G , 23 A : Five members of Sikkim Chess Association have successfully passed the chess instructor’s examination con-
ducted by the FIDE during its Trainer’s Seminar in December last year at Guwahati in Assam, the results for which were declared 
recently. With this development, Sikkim now has Mahendra Dhakal as a FIDE Instructor, Sushmita Lama, Durga Prasad Sharma and 
Balaram Sharma as National Instructors and Supriya Rai as Development Instructor. Likewise, Balaram Sharma has also become the 
national arbiter from the State by passing the arbiter’s examination. Sikkim Chess Association executive members congratulated all 
ive members to become the certi ied and quali ied trainers.

N , 23 A  (IPR): 
Complete physical veri i-
cation of Electronic Vot-
ing Machines and Voter 
Veri ied Paper Audit Trail 
(VVPAT) using a mobile 
application was demon-
strated at the South 
District Administration 
Centre EVM strong-room 
today. 

Present for the veri-
ication were SDM (HQ) 

Sunil Mothey, Tripti H. 
Subba (Under Secretary, 
Election), Arun Thatal 
(SDPO), Rajeev Rai (DIO, 
NIC) and of icials from 
the Election Department 
and representatives from 
various political party.

At the onset of the 
veri ication process, the 
SDM (HQ) explained the 

working of the mobile 
application and VVPATs. 
The use of VVPATs 
during elections clears 
uncertainty amongst the 
public about the effec-
tiveness EVMs, he high-
lighted. 

Ms Subba, in turn, de-
tailed the functioning of 
the Mobile Application 
which is equipped with 
the facility to ensure 
error-free recording of 
EVMs and VVPATs. 

The team tested the 
EVMs in the presence 
of representatives from 
political parties, election 
of icials and the process 
is scheduled to continue 
till 24 April, after which a 
report will be sent to the 
CEO-Sikkim and ECI.

South completes 
physical verification 
of EVMs and VVPAT 

using mobile app 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 23 A :

A health awareness 
program was organ-

ised by Srijana Samaj 
Samiti Sichey on 22 April 
at Hotel Villa Royalle in  
Sichey. The organization 
also convened its general 
meeting on the day.

Conducting the meet-
ing, Andrew Chettri, the 
treasurer and joint sec-
retary of the Samaj, read 
out minutes of the last 
meeting and also went 
over the memorandum of 
Samaj. He also presented 
the detailed agendas of 
the meeting and the fo-
cus on development of all 
members of the society. 
The Samaj, he stressed, 
was envisioned to assist 
all its members during 

natural calamities, sick-
ness etc. 

During the course of 

his power-point presen-
tation, he also presented 
glimpses of recent activi-

ties if Srijana Samaj.
The meeting decided 

to organise a cleanliness 

drive in the area at least 
once every three months, 
and also sports and quiz 
competitions.

The meeting also 
observed a two-minute 
silence to pray for the 
8-year-old victim of the 
Kathua rape and murder.

Sushma Bardewa, it 
informed, has taken the 
initiative to teach inter-
ested members doll and 
candle-making. She is 
also keen to run an adult 
literacy program free of 
cost in her school.

Dr Hemendra 
Adhikari took a session 
on health awareness.

The meeting was also 
addressed by the organ-
isation’s vice president 
PK Lama and general 
secretary Deepak Rai. 

Srijana Samaj convenes general meeting,
talks health and future plans

SUMMIT REPORT
YUKSAM, A  23: Thousands of 
people attended a ritual offering 
ceremony ‘Punu Mun Solong Saknon 
Suknim’ at Famrong Ney near Yuk-
sam in West Sikkim to commemo-
rate the Lepcha Thekung, Punu Mun 
Solong.

SLA Deputy Speaker, Sonam 
G Lepcha, Forest, Forest Minister, 
Tshering Wangdi Lepcha, HRD Ad-
visor, O T Lepcha, Yuksam-Tashiding 
MLA, Sonam Dadul Bhutia, Gyalshing 
ADC (HQ) were among those who 
attended the ceremony and offered 
prayers at Famrong Ney. 

Around 900 devotees from 
across the state attended the cere-
mony this year and offered prayers 

at Famrong Ney. 
Punu Mun Solong is worshipped 

by the Lepcha community as protec-
tor of land, wealth and crops. He is 
said to have been blessed by Guru 
Padmasambhava [Guru Rinpoche]. 
Devotees offer grains, fruits and veg-
etables in the name of their protec-
tor at Famrong Ney annually. They 
are joined by Bongthings and Lamas 
[Lepcha priest and Buddhist monks].

The event was supported by the 
West district wing of Renjyong Mu-
tanchi Rong Tarjum [RMRT] led by 
Karma Yongda Lepcha and Sikkim 
Lepcha Youth Association [SLYA] 
led by Ongden Tshering Lepcha. The 
event was also supported by Gram 
Panchayat Units of Yuksam-Tashid-

ing constituency. 
The organising committee 

has been holding the event 
every year also to make Fam-
rong Ney a pilgrimage and 
tourist destination. Next year 
onwards, the event will be 
organized at the state level, 
informed RMRT West district 
president, Karma Yongda Lep-
cha.

President of Punu Mun 
Solong Saknim Suknim cele-
bration committee 2018, Dr. 
Sonam Rinchen Lepcha, [Yuk-
sam SDM] expressed gratitude 
to the celebration committee 
members for their active participa-
tion and also thanked Area MLA, So-

nam Dadul Bhutia and BDOs.
Dr. Lepcha also thanked all Gram 

Panchayat Units of Yuksam-Tashid-

ing constituency and the general 
public and devotees who attended 
and supported the event.

‘Punu Mun Solong Saknon Suknim held at Famrong Ney

Programme 
on organic 
certi ication 
held at Taza
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 23 A : Inter-
national Panaacea Lim-
ited, a Service Provider 
Agency under Sikkim 
Organic Mission, Govern-
ment of Sikkim, organised 
a Gram Panchayat Unit 
level programme on ICS, 
organic certi ication and 
organic vegetable produc-
tion at Taza, East Sikkim, 
informs a press release.

Vice president, Arjun 
Pathak explained about 
the organic method of 
farming and its process. He 
said being a progressive 
farmer from this GPU he is 
regularly maintaining or-
ganic standards. He urged 
to the farmers to grow 
more vegetables to ful ill 
the demand of consumers. 

Pakyong Sub-Division 
In-Charge, IPL, Ramesh 
Sharma mentioned about 
the standard of Organic 
Certi ication and require-
ments for Internal Control 
System such as Aadhaar 
Card Number and Bank 
Account of each farmer 
which to be recorded in 
the documentation. 

A demonstration on 
Herbal Spray (FPE) and 
Bottle Trap was presented 
by Phuchung Lepcha and 
Kulchandra Gautam, ield 
functionaries of IPL for 
Namli GPU, East Pendam, 
the release mentions.

The programme was 
coordinated by ield 
functionary, Interna-
tional Panaacea Limited, 
Mon Prashad Luitel. He 
thanked farmers, entire 
team of Taza GPU and 
ield functionaries of IPL 

for the success of the 
programme.

SDF lashes back
at SKM allegations 

on education
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 23 A : 

Sikkim Democratic Front has rejected as “imma-
ture, unquali ied and false,” the press statement 

of SKM party spokesperson, Jacob Khaling, on the 
SDF Government’s commitment to education in 
Sikkim. The SDF has countered that SKM has ex-
posed its own “foolishness” with the said claims. 

The ruling party has strongly condemned 
the SKM claims and sees it as an effort to di-
vert the attention of the people from the ben-
e its and schemes of the State government.

An SDF press release issued by its publicity sec-
retary, Chudamani Mishra, points out that students 
of Sikkim have been studying in 6 universities, 
18 colleges, around ive dozens senior secondary 
schools and a number other schools in the State. 

The release adds that the SKM spokesperson has 
not only insulted Sikkim, which has provided the 
best infrastructures and teachers, but also insulted 
the entire teaching fraternity and students of Sikkim. 

The release adds that Mr Khaling’s allegation 
that no attention has been paid to infrastructure 
requirements at the degree colleges at Gyalshing 
and Mangshila and the Sikkim Central University 
are misleading and false because construction at all 
sites have been underway on a war-footing basis.

The ruling party has asked Mr Khal-
ing not to indulge in false propaganda.

The release adds that Sikkim’s students have 
been doing well in different sectors in the national 
and international levels and even passing exam-
inations for the central services in good numbers. 

It adds that the SDF government has provid-
ed equal opportunity to all students of Sikkim to 
get the best education, underlining that Sikkim 
is the only State in the country which spends 
more than 20% of its budget on education.

National 
Road Safety 
Week begins 
in Siliguri
SMRITA KHAWAS
S , 23 A : The 
opening ceremony of Na-
tional Road Safety Week-
2018 was organised by 
Jalpaimore Traf ic Guard, 
Siliguri Police Commis-
sionerate at Burdwan Road 
and the theme of the event 
was “Sadak Suraksha- Je-
evan Rakshak”. 

Drivers of different 
organisations including 
emergency vehicles like 
ambulance and others also 
joined this programme.  

OC of Jalpaimore Traf-
ic, Dipendra Moktan in-

augurated the programme 
which will involve drivers, 
vehicle owners, students 
and the general public. The 
Road Safety Week will con-
tinue till 30 April.

Mr Moktan highlight-
ed the causes of road ac-
cidents and fatalities are 
talking on mobile phone, 
not wearing helmet, use 
of seat belt, overspeed-
ing, carrying passenger in 
goods vehicle, etc. Just by 
staying alert and follow-
ing the traf ic rules we can 
avoid big road accidents 
and save lives, he added. 

ACP (Traf ic) West, 
SPC, Siddharta Roy and 
ACP (Traf ic) East, SPC, 
Uday Tamang were also 
present in the programme 
today. 

Uday Tamang talked 
about the importance of 
saving lives by spreading 
awareness on Road Safety.

Gangtok on 
Tuesday, 
24 Apr

Temp: 26°C /12°C
Forecast: Times of 
clouds and sun with 
a shower or thun-
derstorm around 
in the afternoon.
Sunrise: 05:04 AM
Sunset: 6:04 PM
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Smoke & Mirrors
Death penalty for rape of minors is just 

a smokescreen to de lect attention

The Central Government has taken the ordinance 
route to amend laws and rules for award of death 

penalty for rape of children below 12 years of age. Ir-
respective of which side of the death penalty debate 
one sits, it is obvious that this ordinance does nothing 
either to keep children safe or ensure that they receive 
justice. The problem with this ordinance is that it is 
more focused on the culprit than on the rights of the 
victim. There is also more that has slipped astray in the 
rush with which this ordinance has been processed.

Recently, the Union Cabinet cleared an ordinance 
to amend several provisions of the Indian Penal Code, 
POCSO (Protection of Children from Sexual Offences) 
Act, Code of Criminal Procedure (Cr.PC) and Indian 
Evidence Act. Among the amendments is one which 
allows for award of death penalty for rape of children 
below 12 years. 

It is obvious that the ordinance was rushed when 
the Centre came under widespread lak for the Kathua 
and Unnau rapes. In both instances, the BJP and its co-
horts revealed their obnoxious priorities with the in-
your-face stonewalling of even investigation. In both 
cases, the party and its leaders and supporters lever-
aged their Right Wing indoctrination to protect the 
accused and frustrate and hound the victims and their 
families. In the Unnao case, a BJP MLA from UP is the 
prime accused and he strutted free for ten months be-
fore the High Court ordered his arrest. One has known 
of the state machinery being subverted to protect the 
in luential, but in the present instance, the law & order 
agency was co-opted to target the victim and her fami-
ly, so much so that the father was arrested and eventu-
ally died in police custody. All  this while, the so-called 
promoters of Beti Bachao remained oblivious to the 
horror. In Kathua, a minor was kidnapped, drugged, 
gang-raped and murdered. When the chargesheet was 
to iled in the Court, the caste/ community sentiment 
was teased to physically stall  the iling.

How does death penalty for child rapists correct 
this situation?

It does not, but expect the bhakts to tom-tom this 
as another achievement of a strong leader and divert 
attention from the co-option of institutions which is 
at the root of the problem here. We have heard of ap-
peasement politics very often over the past years, now 
we are living through politics of smoke and mirrors. 
Issues can magically vanish and achievements pre-
sented as real out of nowhere. 

Since the ordinance is obviously in response to 
black-lash triggered by the Kathua and Unnao cases, 
here is what the death penalty changes for these cas-
es. Of the two cases, only victim in the Kathua case 
was under-12 - she was barely eight years old - so the 
amendments could be extended to her case. But she 
was also brutally murdered, so a death penalty was al-
ready on the table. Further, as any lawyer will con irm, 
the power to award a death penalty is already with the 
Courts, which can give death even in cases of rape if 
they feel it falls in the “rarest of rare” category.

If indeed, the ordinance was about providing jus-
tice for under-12 year old victims of rape, then it 
would have bene itted from wider deliberations in 
Parliament than being extended piecemeal in shelf-
lives of six months at a time. The challenge to reach 
justice to victims of rape in our country is not the pun-
ishment but the process by which justice is accessed. 
Apart from the perpetrators of the crime, in the Kathua 
and Unnao cases, the politicians and the police are to 
blame and a more earnest ordinance would have been 
one in which those who in luence investigation, those 
who allow themselves to get in luenced, those who 
intentionally mis-investigate and those who throw a 
case are also booked as collaborators liable to receive 
the same punishment as the main accused. That is 
what victims need, justice not just for the rape, but 
also the denials that follow. According to the Nation-
al Crime Reports Bureau Report, the conviction rate 
under the POCSO Act was a dismal 29.6% in 2016. Are 
they trying to tell us that the children lied about rape, 
or is this evidence that victims and witnesses were al-
lowed to be pressurised and the accused allowed to 
buy-off the investigators? Is it not important for this 
dismal conviction rate to be improved? Does a death 
penalty do that?

visit us at: 
www.summittimes.com

JOHN BOWEN & WILL 
KYMLICKA
theconversation.com

Identity politics are a perva-
sive feature of the modern 

world. From caste-based pol-
itics in India to the rise of xe-
nophobic Christian national-
ism in Italy and Hungary, peo-
ple are mobilising to defend 
perceived ethnic and religious 
group identities.

The strength of identity 
politics is surprising. Post-
war modernisation theories 
argued that inherited ethnic 
and religious identities would 
weaken under modernisation, 
or at least for their “group-
ness” to diminish.

Urbanisation, education, 
mobility and communication 
technology were all supposed 
to weaken people’s identi ica-
tion with “primordial” ethnic 
or religious groups.
CHALLENGING MODERNISA-
TION THEORIES
This has not occurred. To be 
sure, modernisation has radi-
cally transformed traditional ways of life, but as so-
cial-anthropologist Fredrik Barth noted, members 
of ethnic groups may retain a strong sense of iden-
tity, despite or indeed because of radical changes in 
their ways of life.

Sociologist Rogers Brubaker emphasises that 
the “groupness” associated with ethnic and reli-
gious categories may actually increase in times 
of social change if it enables collective action or 
events threaten shared interests.

The persistence of identity politics worries 
many people. The problem is not with the diversity 
of ethnic and religious lifestyles as such – diversi-
ty is often acknowledged and even celebrated as 
a source of variety and innovation. However, atti-
tudes become more anxious – even hostile – when 
these identity groups become politically mobilised 
and make claims for rights and recognition. This 
triggers worries about tribalism, balkanisation, 
and inter-group polarisation.

MULTICULTURALISM AT STAKE
Part of the dif iculty is the sheer heterogeneity of 
such politics, spanning the spectrum in their ide-
ologies and goals. Cases of fratricidal ethnic and 
sectarian civil wars tend to receive the most news 
coverage. Yet, it is important to remember the far 
larger number of cases where the political mobil-
isation of ethnic and religious groups is peaceful, 
benign and indeed progressive.

A prominent example is the political mobilisa-
tion of indigenous peoples in Latin America, de-
manding (and in part achieving) the adoption of 
what scholar Donna Lee Van Cott calls “multicul-
tural constitutionalism”, with the constitutional 
recognition of the distinct legal status of indige-
nous groups. It included rights to self-government, 
land claims, reversing centuries of economic dis-
possession, political marginalisation and cultural 
denigration.

There are vibrant debates in Latin America 
about how well these reforms actually work in 
practice. Some critics argue that they involve mere-
ly symbolic changes, designed by elites precisely 
to de lect political attention away from underlying 
power structures.

Others argue that while providing tangible ben-
e its to indigenous peoples, multicultural reforms 
are creating new ethnic hierarchies in the process 
– for example, by excluding Black (Afro-Latino) 
groups who are not typically considered as “indig-
enous peoples”.

ACT AUTHENTIC
Yet others argue that they are imprisoning people, 
labelling them in closed boxes, jeopardising indi-
vidual freedom. To qualify for new multicultural 
rights, members of indigenous communities are 
expected to “act Indian”, which means to follow 
“authentic” cultural practices. Such an expectation 
strengthens the hand of conservative or patriar-
chal leaders within the community who assert the 
authority to determine what is “authentic”.

Most commentators, however, while acknowl-
edging these risks, argue that the rise of indigenist 
politics in Latin America has been a positive force, 
and not just for indigenous peoples, but also for so-
ciety generally. It has helped to enhance democrat-
ic participation among previously excluded groups, 
to reduce the danger of a return to authoritarian 

rule, to build legitimacy for the process of demo-
cratic consolidation, and indeed to serve as a lab-
oratory for innovative experiments in citizenship.

For example, indigenous peoples’ participation 
in Colombia’s constitutional reform in 1991 played 
both a symbolic and catalytic role in the process of 
democratisation, as discussed in a recent report for 
the Global Centre for Pluralism.

In this sense, at its best, the new minority poli-
tics has been truly transformative – not only for the 
lives of minorities, but more generally in moving 
national politics in a more progressive, inclusive, 
democratic, tolerant, and peaceful direction.

Inspired by such examples from around the 
world, important international reports have 
strongly endorsed the idea of a “multicultural de-
mocracy”, including the UNDP’s ground-breaking 
2004 Human Development Report on “Cultural 
Liberty in Today’s Diverse World”, and UNESCO’s 
2008 “World Report on Cultural Diversity”.

COUNTER-EXAMPLES
Yet these ideas face strong resistance, including 
within the international community, in part be-
cause for every example of progressive ethnic pol-
itics, we can ind counter-examples with very dif-
ferent results. Consider indigenist politics in West 
Africa or Southeast Asia.

In this context, claims of indigeneity or autoch-
thony are often used, not to challenge inherited 
forms of hierarchy and exclusion, but rather to con-
solidate them: to permanently relegate “outsiders” 
from other parts of the country to a second-class 
status, thereby perpetuating relations of enmity 
and exclusion, rather than building more inclusive 
relations of democratic citizenship.

In Southeast Asia, for example, Indonesian 
politicians have singled out Chinese as being “not 
indigenous” and therefore as not really to be trust-
ed. The Myanmar military and many Buddhist ig-
ures have justi ied the oppression of Rohingyas on 
(false) grounds that they are foreigners who should 
to “return” to Bangladesh.

What looks on the surface to constitute similar 
forms of “indigenist” politics turn out, in practice, 
to generate very different political results.

And of course, at the far end of the political 
spectrum, we have even more violent and intol-
erant forms of identity politics, grounded in what 
Arjun Appadurai calls “predatory identities” whose 
“social construction and mobilisation require the 
extinction of other, proximate social categories, 
de ined as threats to the very existence of some 
group”. This is the sort of identity politics that leads 
to segregation, ethnic cleansing or even genocide.

INTERNATIONAL AND NATIONAL FACTORS
Why does identity politics take an emancipato-
ry form in some context, and a regressive form in 
others? The answer sometimes lies with external 
factors. One obvious example is the way Russia 
supports rebellious minorities in Ukraine, Georgia 
and Moldova, so as to maintain regional hegemony, 
as discussed by Neil MacFarlane.

Even when well-intentioned, international 
organisations can often be less than helpful. For 
example, the EU’s approach to con lict resolution 
privileges “civic” NGOs over “ethnic” or “sectarian” 
social movements. This is supposed to promote in-
clusion, but in fact arguably undercuts the poten-
tial for transformative minority politics.

Yet international actors can also have a con-
structive impact, as indeed they did in Latin Amer-
ica, where international human-rights organisa-
tions and global indigenous advocacy networks 
helped promote inclusive citizenship.

And of course minorities themselves have their 
own traditions of authority, accountability, debate 
and tolerance that may affect whether and how they 
take up the opportunities made available by inter-
national networks or domestic political structures.

How these different transnational, national and 
local factors interact to determine the direction of 
identity politics is an open question requiring fur-
ther research.

STRUGGLE AGAINST EXCLUSIONISM
While regressive forms of identity politics remain 
common, we should also remember that political 
mobilisations along lines of race, ethnicity, religion 
or indigeneity are often struggles against exclu-
sionary features of the dominant conceptions of 
social progress.

Modernisation theorists such as Gabriel Al-
mond and Sidney Verba typically assumed that 
the “public institutions” and “civic identities” they 
were defending were accessible to all. But we know 
that these institutions and identities are almost al-
ways marked by various cultural hierarchies, valo-
rising certain groups as advanced, civilised and re-
sponsible, while denigrating others as supposedly 
backward and unruly.

Social progress was presented by these in-
stitutions as the natural outcome of the history, 
language and culture of certain groups, while the 
language, history and culture of other groups were 
presented as obstacles to progress.

To participate in “public” and “civic” life, mem-
bers of these stigmatised groups were required to 
hide or suppress their distinct identities, and to 
constantly address prejudices about their worth 
and belonging, as with the Roma populations.

The behaviour of modernising states on this 
issue is marked by ambivalence and political re-
versals. For example, India’s af irmative action 
programs for lower-status tribes and castes it the 
hopes of those championing civic equality, but this 
co-exists with a history of mobilising anti-Muslim 
violence around visions of a Hindu nation-state.

Even when the institutional rules do not for-
mally discriminate on a racial or religious basis, 
they still may reproduce these hierarchies of status 
and recognition.

Insofar as mobilisation around subaltern group 
identities is intended to challenge these (implicit 
or explicit) hierarchies, they may be seen, not as 
evidence of uncivil sectarianism and tribalism, or 
as a futile rejection of cultural change or cultural 
in luences, but as struggles for more inclusive and 
effective forms of democracy, citizenship and social 
progress. We need to be alive to these possibilities.

Of course, this is not to deny that uncivil sectar-
ianism and tribalism also exist, but the challenge is 
precisely how to differentiate the more emancipa-
tory from the more regressive forms of “primordi-
al” politics.

[John Bowen is Dunbar-Van Cleve Pro-
fessor in Arts & Sciences Sociocultural An-

thropology, IPSP, Washington University 
in St Louis; Will Kymlicka is Professor of 
philosphy, Queen’s University, Ontario]

Are identity politics emancipatory
or regressive?

How Rwandan 
girls with 
disabilities are 
ighting sexism 

at school

EVARISTE KARANGWA & JEANNETTE BAYISENGE
theconversation.com

Since the 1994 genocide against Tutsi, Rwanda 
has made considerable progress towards gender 

equality, now ranking ifth in the world on the Global 
Gender Gap Index.

It pursued sociopolitical reforms that favour dis-
advantaged groups. For example, constitutional re-
forms now mean women and people with disabilities 
are guaranteed membership in the national parlia-
ment. Other initiatives include giving disadvantaged 
young people access to nine years free education un-
der and the “Nine Year-Basic Education” programme.

Despite these steps towards inclusion, girls with 
disabilities, who already grapple with social struc-
tures that put them at a disadvantage, continue to 
struggle against male domination in schools.

As described by Joy, a student at one school: Boys 
seem to openly dominate in all class discussions and 
responses…(It’s common to see them) ridicule girls 
who make simple mistakes…They use (sayings) such 
as “she is a girl after all” or, when she is assertive in 
her responses, “she is a man”.

But the girls are ighting back. We discovered this 
in research that we did that involved 51 in-depth in-
terviews with disabled Rwandan pupils and commu-
nity stakeholders,

We investigated how disadvantaged girls with 
disabilities resist and challenge male domination in 
Rwanda’s oldest and largest public school, Gatagara 
School. The school caters for students with disabil-
ities, initially starting as a rehabilitation centre in 
1962 and opening its doors to children with various 
disabilities in 1973.

Our research shows that girls resist male domina-
tion by either directly and assertively confronting it, 
or by using more subtle tactics. In doing so, they chal-
lenge domination and stereotypes and af irm their 
capacity for leadership in a male-dominated setting.

RESISTANCE STRATEGIES
turn to 06
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SpecialFocus

spotlight
STORIES THAT MATTER

Features on Hydropower and 
Climate Change issues

TSHERING EDEN

A
fter about an hour on the road from Gang-
tok, a signboard welcomed us to the vil-
lage of Rey Mindu in East Sikkim. We were 

meeting Nima Lepcha, a farmer and communi-
ty leader, to enquire if farming in the area had 
been affected in any way by changes in the 
weather or climate. At their house, his son re-
ceived us and we walked up to the terrace from 
where we got to enjoy an impressive view of 
Gangtok. The village lies on the hill right across 
the capital. Over a delicious spread of khuri 
[traditional Lepcha dish of cheese and spinach 
wrapped in thin buckwheat pancakes], boiled 
eggs [of local variety of poultry], chutney and 
some tea, “all organic” according to Mr Lepcha, 
we got talking.

Two or three years ago, 
the villagers had made an 
attempt at large scale farm-
ing which sadly ended with 
farmers incurring huge loss-
es, so much so, that many of 
them prefer to leave their 
lands fallow or attempt cash 
crops rather than risk any 
more losses. The reason - the rains did not 
come on time. 

IT’S BEEN RAINING WRONG
“We sow seeds following traditional farming 
practices, according to the time and weath-
er patterns of earlier times. Supporting the 
state’s organic mission, we had invested lakhs 
of rupees but the rain failed us. Crops like 
buckwheat and mustard started sprouting 
lowers when they were just a couple of inches 

high. The farmers had toiled hard but we did 
not get even 10% return on our investment,” 
says Mr Lepcha. 

While experts are hesitant to accrue chang-
es in the weather pattern to climate change, for 
the layman these changes are becoming more 
and more evident and dif icult to ignore. The 
month of April (2018), in progress right now, 
is, or rather used to be, the spring season in 

Sikkim characterized by pleasant weather 
leaving behind the bitter cold of the winter 
months. Although brief, this was the season to 
enjoy splendid blooms under sunny skies, be-
fore the monsoons came along. April is also the 
time for wild ires due to the dry weather. How-
ever, we are now already experiencing daily 
showers in Sikkim.

“Earlier the wettest months were June, 
July and August but now there is good rainfall 
even in April-May while there has been a drop 
in rainfall in June. At the same time, volume of 
rain in Aug and Sept has decreased,” says Dr 
RK Avasthe, Joint Director, ICAR-NOFRI, Sik-
kim. 

He further states that the monitoring sys-
tem in place at the ICAR complex in Tadong 
has recorded data for the last 37 years which 

shows that there has been a 
“serious” change in the cli-
mate in the State.  

Agriculture in Sikkim 
is predominantly rain-fed 
which means a change in 
the rainfall pattern can have 
drastic effect on crops. The 
timing of rainfall plays an 

important role and traditional farming practic-
es rely heavily on this. Light rainfall just before 
the sowing season prepares the soil for sowing 
while heavy rainfall, at the right time, is also 
required to inundate paddy ields. 

As per our traditional knowledge, there are 
different kinds of rainfall that are de ined on 
the basis of their timing, intensity, duration, 
etc. A study titled ‘Climate change and sustain-
ability of agrodiversity in traditional farming 
of the Sikkim Himalaya’ by Ghanashyam Shar-
ma and Lalit Kumar Rai talks about some of 
these. 

Naurathey jhari is rain that continues for 
a few days during Navaratra before Dusshera 
festival in October-November when paddy is 
getting ready to lower and requires plenty of 
water. Farmers believe that this rain helps pad-
dy lower well indicating a good harvest. There 
is the Makurey jhari during Shravana (late 

July), when spiders start constructing their 
webs everywhere in the ields and forest areas. 
Indigenous people believe that it is a sign of a 
few days of rainfall. 

Apart from untimely rain, the intensity of 
rainfall has also changed in the past 17 years 
according to Dr Avasthe.

“In the last 17 years we have recorded lot 
of variation in rainfall. There has been an insig-
ni icant decrease in volume but serious drop in 
the number of rainy days.”

What this means is that we are getting the 
same amount of rain but in shorter more in-
tense bursts. We no longer experience the con-
tinuous drizzle that monsoons in the hills were 
characterized by. This does not augur well for 
agriculture as this kind of rain washes away 
the topsoil and because it lows fast, does not 

seep into the earth to provide proper moisture 
to crops. It could also cause water logging that 
could damage vegetable crops.

Dr Avasthe points out that the number of 
extreme rainfall events [beyond 60 mm in an 
hour] have been increasing for more than a de-
cade now.

Another important change in rainfall pat-
terns has been the lack of it in the winter 
months. 

“In the last 12 years there has been a se-
rious absence of winter rainfall.  Winter veg-
etables are very important for a small state 
like Sikkim, especially now when there is em-
phasis on organic vegetable production in the 
state. This means more dependence on stored 
or harvested water which we hardly have. We 
cannot have huge water harvesting structures 
because of the terrain. Also, the storage capac-
ity of soil has decreased. In winter, long hours 
of sunshine mean loss of moisture from the 
soil through evaporation and from the plants 
themselves via transpiration, together called 
evapo-transpiration, which has become very 
high now,” says Dr Avasthe. 

Even the Sikkim State Action Plan on Cli-
mate Change notes, “There will be a total shift 
in cropping pattern. With winter becoming 
drier, there will be a shift from two crops to a 
single monsoon crop.” 

Orange orchards in Lower Payong, Sunta-
ley, have been erratic for the past few years. 
According to a farmer from the area, Prem 
Prasad Bhattarai, winter rain provides the soil 
with much needed moisture before the mon-
soons begin but the lack of it over the last few 
years has resulted in extremely dry conditions 
during winter leading to crop failure. He also 
mentions how the earth is dry and hot during 
winters stressing the orange orchards, which 
supports Dr Avasthe’s evapo-transpiration 
theory.

Mr Bhattarai is also of the opinion that the 
low lying belts have been suffering the most 
due to changes in the weather patterns be-
cause they tend to get hotter and the soil loses 
even more moisture compared to orchards on 
higher elevations.

While rainfall is the most important source 
of moisture needed for agriculture, snowfall 
and natural springs also play a supplementa-
ry role and in that area too, there is bad news. 
Natural springs have been used by farmers to 
irrigate ields when rain is sparse and these 
have been gradually dying although efforts are 
currently on like the Dhara Vikas programme 
to revive such springs. Also, traditional knowl-
edge speaks of Bhadaurey jhari, rainfall be-
tween 15 July - 15 August as recharging peren-
nial springs and seasonal springs for continu-
ous irrigation of the paddy ields. 

“…but the rain failed us”

farmers
is gettingrealClimate Change

for 
Sikkim’s

There is the data, and then there are the realities on ground. In Sikkim’s case, both point towards a perceptible change in 
weather patterns which are being felt most acutely in the farms and fields. The sixth instalment of the Spotlight series delves 
into how Climate Change is changing the haats in Sikkim and how the experts and the farmers see and explain it…

SPOTLIGHT - Stories that matter
SummitTimes presents a month-long series focusing on hydel projects and cli-
mate change in Sikkim and West Bengal. 

The series has been made possible with support from Wageningen Universi-
ty, NWO and UK Department for International Development [DFID] under Con-

fl ict and Cooperation in the Management of Climate Change research project 
‘Enhancing mediascapes for sustainability and justice in the Eastern Himalaya’ 
coordinated by DLR Prerna, a Darjeeling-based NGO. 

We will be featuring two articles every week.

A BUTTERFLY GOES HIGHER
Naturalist Nosang M Limboo and his team spotted this Pea-
cock Pansy Junonia almana butterfly at Chipchipey, a small 
glade at 3,289 meter in extreme western part of Sikkim 
towards Singalila Range on 04 Apr 2018. According to Mr 
Limboo, this species has never been seen at this altitude 
before; the previous elevation where the butterfly has been 
recorded being 2,100 meter. However he said that it needs 
to be confirmed whether the butterfly breeds in the area, or 
whether it was migrating or whether it was merely a straggler 
blown unwillingly to that elevation. It is, however, also more 
probable that climate change brought this butterfly higher up. 
[foto: Nosang M Limboo]
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Weather conditions aside, there is also the va-
riety of crops being cultivated today to be consid-
ered. 

Indigenous varieties are more adaptable to 
changes compared to hybrids and Sikkim has lost 
many of its indigenous crops. We are not even 
sure of how many we have lost since there is no 
baseline data to compare present numbers with.

THE HEAT IS ON
Aiti Maya and Man Maya of Aho, East Sikkim, 
have been selling kinema [fermented soyabean] 
at Lal Bazaar, Gangtok, for the last 30 years. After 
boiling the soyabeans, a little wood ash is tradi-
tionally added to start the fermentation process. 
Prevailing temperatures play an important role in 
determining how long the fermentation process 
takes.

“I learnt how to make kinema from my moth-
er-in-law and she used to add a little wood ash 
back then. Nowadays we don’t add anything and 
it ferments just ine. Compared to before the fer-
mentation also takes less time nowadays,” says 
60-year-old Aiti Maya.  

Rise in temperatures could very well be the 
reason behind this change they are talking about. 

Minimum temperatures in Sikkim have in-
creased by 2.5 degree Celsius between 1957 and 
2009 while the average annual temperatures are 
expected to rise by 1.8 to 2.1 degree Celsius by 
2030s [SSAPCC].

“The mean minimum temperature has been 
increasing at the rate of 0.07 degree Celsius in 
Sikkim every year which is probably the highest 
in the country and this is a matter of concern. A 
rise in minimum temperatures is more worrying 
than a rise in maximum temperatures because it 
has wide ranging effects. Climate change, apart 
from various other factors, is responsible for 
this,” Meteorology In-Charge, Gangtok, Dr GN 
Raha had said in an interview to this correspon-
dent in 2014. 

Rise in minimum temperatures can cause hav-
oc in terms of pushing the treeline higher, while 
also giving rise to new kinds of pests and diseases 
in the farmer’s ields as well as infesting new spe-
cies of weeds.

The effects are already being felt. 
“New kinds of pests have come which we don’t 

“…but the rain failed us”

THE STRANGE CASE OF EARLY 
FLOWERING OF RHODODENDRONS

Rhododendrons (arboreum) are now flowering a month or more 
earlier than they used to. According to observations made by 
researchers at GB Pant Institute of Himalayan Environment and 
Development, the flowering season has shifted from March-April 
to February-March. 

Rhododendron saplings/ seedlings were even found growing 
way above their original habitat which means they are climbing to 
higher and colder altitudes. In the case of Rhododendron niveum 
it was found growing at an altitude which extends above its orig-
inal site at Yakchay inside the Shingba Rhododendron Sanctuary 
in North Sikkim.

This is happening at different eco-zones with most of the 
rhododendron species at the same time and with wild as well as 
cultivated varieties. 

Although researchers say that the exact reason behind this 
is not known yet and a proper investigation is needed, they do 
suspect global warming and rise in temperatures as causing the 
early flowering of rhododendrons in Sikkim as well as Darjeeling 
and their climbing to higher elevations.

When the ‘kakuk’ came we would sow rice and maize when the ‘chugdun’ 
arrived. Birds follow the river’s route, but now they have lost their way...

-Nima Lepcha

recognize. For instance, nowadays there is a pest 
that is attacking dalley [cherry pepper] and toma-
toes. If there is a scar on the dalley, when you open 
it you will ind a small insect inside that jumps up 
and down. We haven’t seen this one ever before. 
Even our parents cannot identify this pest,” says 
Nima Lepcha.

Because of rising temperatures, pests are now 
successfully inding hosts throughout the year 
and this makes it dif icult to control them, says Dr 
Avasthe. There are new insects like the Tea Mos-
quito Bug and there is higher incidence of fruit 
lies in oranges and different types of gourds.

Sir Joseph Dalton Hooker in his ‘Himalayan 
Journals’ irst published in 1854 cites lack of di-
rect sunlight in the ripening season, heavy rainfall 
and extremely low winter temperatures as some 
of the reasons for the inability of most fruits to 
ripen or survive in Sikkim.

“Hence it appears that, though some English 
fruits will turn the winter solstice of Bengal [No-
vember to May] into summer, and then lower 
and fruit, neither these nor others will thrive in 
the summer of 7,000 feet on the Sikkim Himala-
ya, [though its temperature so nearly approaches 
that of England] on account of its rain and fogs,” 
he observes.

That was then. Today, Rey Mindu in East Sik-
kim is able to grow a guava variety that was earli-
er thought possible only in warmer climes of the 
plains. Mangoes that would never mature enough 
to produce any sweetness now do.

“The 47 Allahabad Safeda variety of guava, 
one of the most famous Indian guavas, now grows 
here. It didn’t before. Even mango, which before 

would be sour, now ripens fully and is sweet,” says 
Mr Lepcha.

While one could see this in a positive light for 
the added variety of fruits Sikkimese can now 
enjoy, there are other, almost sinister changes 
that are creeping in. An invasive species of weed 
‘Lantana’ that grows in warmer regions can now 
be seen even at higher altitudes here. Dr Awasthe 
says that it is spreading very fast across the state 
which is not good because it wipes out everything 
else around it. 

Meanwhile, indigenous weeds like the ban-
mara, titey paati, sisnu, etc have some value but 
are quickly being replaced by invasive species 
that are not indigenous. 

Interestingly, the dairy industry in Sikkim has 
had to bear losses due to the rising mercury lev-
els. In 2010-11, milk worth Rs 10.5 lakh was lost 
to curdling and the percentage of curdled milk 
has been increasing every year. In 2007-08 it was 
2.05% while in 2010-11 it was 2.71%. 

A report by former Managing Director of 
Sikkim Milk Union, P Senthil Kumar, on impact 
of climate change and adaptation measures in 
dairy sector of Sikkim, states that the main rea-
son behind this is the rise in temperature and 
unexpected torrential and erratic rains which 
causes road blocks, thereby resulting in delay in 
transportation.

SO WHERE DOES THIS LEAVE US
Rise in minimum temperatures and erratic rain-
fall patterns are to blame for many other changes, 
the cascading effects of which can and are already 
manifesting around us. 

As Nima Lepcha says -
“During my father’s time, the arrival of cer-

tain birds signalled the sowing season of differ-
ent crops. When the ‘kakuk’ came we would sow 
rice and maize when the ‘chugdun’ arrived. Birds 
follow the river’s route, but now they have lost 
their way because of changes in the climate, veg-
etation and hydel projects along the river which 
have dried up the resting places for these migra-
tory birds.”

We all know that a single change in the eco-
system can cause a domino effect wherein every 
component of the system is adversely affected. So, 
the implications of the disappearance or even the 
late arrival of one bird can be devastating in the 
long run. It could, in the end, determine what is 
served on our plates and consequently the very 
survival of the human species.

 

L , A  23 (AFP): Man-
chester United manager Jose 
Mourinho admitted his side 
have little chance of catching 
Premier League champions 
Manchester City next season 
unless the standards set by 
Pep Guardiola’s side slip.

Second-placed United trail 
City by 16 points with four 
games of the league season to 
go after Guardiola’s men kept 
up their chase of a series of Pre-
mier League records by thrash-
ing Swansea 5-0 yesterday.

Mourinho believes United 
let crucial points slip away in 
defeats to West Brom, Hudder-
s ield and Newcastle.

However, the Portuguese 
coach reckons even if those 
errors are eradicated next sea-
son, it will be dif icult to chal-
lenge for the title if free-spend-
ing City bolster their squad 
once more over the summer.

“I think we should have 
eight, nine or 10 points more 

than we had,” said Mourinho 
after reaching the FA Cup inal 
by beating Tottenham Hotspur 
2-1 on Saturday.

“It was not acceptable the 
last defeat (to West Brom), not 
acceptable the performance at 
Hudders ield, not acceptable 

the performance at Newcas-
tle, so we lost a few matches 
where we should do better.

“Can we improve next sea-
son? Let’s try. Can Manchester 
City keep this level or improve 
this level? Only they can say.

“If they have the team they 

have, and they are going to in-
vest on the top of the team they 
have, of course it’s going to be 
dif icult.”

United have spent hundreds 
of millions themselves since 
Mourinho took charge just un-
der two years ago, splashing a 

then world record ?89 million 
fee for Paul Pogba in 2016 and 
beating City to the signature of 
Alexis Sanchez in January by 
reportedly making the Chilean 
the highest paid player in Pre-
mier League history.

However, Mourinho hinted 
at only minor alterations to his 
squad this summer to replace 
the retiring Michael Carrick 
and Marouane Fellaini, whose 
contract expires in June.

“We are going to improve 
the basics to improve our 
squad. We need to ind a re-
placement for Michal Carrick, 
if Felliani leaves, we need to 
ind a replacement for Felliani,” 

added Mourinho.
“We believe that more than 

spend, spend, spend (it) is 
more (about) the evolution of 
our players.

“We have some young play-
ers who need to get with both 
hands opportunities for their 
evolution.

Improved Man City difficult to catch, admits Mourinho
B , A  23 
(AFP): A Belgian court 
today sentenced the sole 
surviving suspect in the 
Paris attacks, Salah Ab-
deslam, to 20 years in 
prison on terror charges 
over a bloody gun battle 
with police in Brussels 
days before his capture 
in 2016.

Abdeslam’s co-defen-
dant So iane Ayari re-
ceived the same sentence 
after the pair were con-
victed of terrorism-re-
lated attempted murder 
over the shootout in 
which four police of icers 
were wounded.

Judges at the court in 
Brussels said that “there 
can be no doubt about 
their commitment to rad-
icalism” as they handed 
down the maximum jail 

term demanded by Bel-
gian prosecutors at the 
trial in February.

Neither Abdeslam, 
28, a Belgian-born 
French national, nor 
Ayari, a 24-year-old Tu-
nisian citizen, was in 
court to hear the verdict.

Abdeslam is being 
held in jail in France 
pending a separate trial 
over the November 2015 
Paris attacks, claimed by 
the Islamic State jihadist 
group, in which 130 peo-
ple died.

Paris suspect Abdeslam 
sentenced to 20 years 
over Brussels shootout

Aiti Maya, Phul Maya and Man Maya have been 
selling kinema at Lal Bazaar for the past 
30 years. Ask them about which indigenous 
farm produce has gone out of production and 
they will share that “local” rice is not grown 
on scale any more, with a few farmers still 
growing it doing so only for their own con-
sumption. For the rest, it is either the PDS 
route or the commonly grown variants avail-
able  in the markets.
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 MIZORAM STATE LOTTERIES
 LABHLAXMI ARIES

 Draw No:12 DrawDate on:23/04/18
 1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 4555
 2nd Prize Rs.1,000/- 5354 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 4500
 4th Prize Rs.300/- 3416 5th Prize Rs.  200/- 3417
 6th Prize Rs.100/-
 1035 1067 1092 1132 1176 1200 1208 1246 1260 1289
 1302 1333 1364 1372 1382 1393 1397 1406 1408 1458
 1479 1488 1495 1509 1564 1617 1641 1660 1680 1696
 1701 1703 1704 1721 1742 1862 1896 1931 1984 2044
 2084 2088 2095 2126 2132 2158 2164 2191 2204 2263
 2298 2308 2327 2349 2371 2410 2457 2533 2534 2537
 2543 2560 2599 2613 2679 2680 2716 2719 2721 2728
 2792 2808 2831 2864 2867 2905 2911 2934 2987 2989
 2992 2993 3001 3009 3019 3047 3060 3115 3126 3141
 3158 3246 3251 3279 3308 3317 3331 3349 3359 3375
 3383 3427 3430 3431 3463 3480 3489 3507 3556 3601
 3620 3658 3681 3745 3774 3781 3802 3847 3856 3867
 3908 3933 3941 3987 4014 4083 4144 4175 4180 4198
 4231 4297 4304 4373 4409 4449 4453 4461 4462 4464
 4472 4491 4505 4530 4537 4551 4554 4557 4599 4621
 4680 4726 4737 4738 4739 4745 4837 4930 4993 5017
 5076 5108 5121 5182 5184 5230 5258 5280 5313 5315
 5356 5412 5420 5457 5490 5522 5588 5621 5630 5635
 5665 5704 5728 5735 5745 5802 5848 5886 5893 5911
 5985 6012 6034 6049 6086 6090 6119 6140 6165 6166
 6167 6180 6185 6209 6225 6232 6239 6248 6285 6291
 6330 6339 6344 6347 6348 6351 6367 6394 6418 6434
 6435 6440 6446 6477 6504 6521 6531 6569 6593 6615
 6630 6707 6714 6776 6795 6811 6819 6858 6910 6967
Issued by:
The Director ,Mizoram State Lotteries,
For result please visit: www.mizoramlotteries.com

ARUNACHAL PRADESH STATE LOTTERIES
MUMBAILAXMI RAM

Draw No:12 DrawDate on:23/04/18
1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 1266 2nd Prize Rs.2,000/- 4943
3rd Prize Rs. 1,000/- 5120 4th Prize Rs.  500/- 5521
5th Prize Rs.200/-
1122 1123 1127 1158 1163 1216 1281 1287 1306 1313
1339 1404 1428 1490 1584 1618 1717 1753 1785 1794
1923 2051 2138 2217 2388 2389 2497 2506 2524 2601
2673 2826 2864 2892 2933 3027 3040 3104 3125 3132
3138 3145 3203 3210 3217 3247 3527 3622 3642 3650
3662 3684 3722 3730 3747 3762 3773 3794 3801 3832
3941 3983 4093 4098 4130 4145 4211 4279 4337 4368
4389 4412 4434 4475 4490 4533 4726 4813 4828 4855
4864 4903 4928 4940 4991 5013 5038 5188 5234 5242
5249 5270 5400 5461 5499 5516 5568 5589 5856 5961
6th Prize Rs.100/-
1038 1043 1045 1072 1088 1102 1172 1174 1177 1188
1214 1228 1230 1273 1340 1441 1449 1541 1543 1560
1563 1564 1565 1625 1629 1672 1723 1724 1729 1755
1823 1842 1896 1910 1921 1938 2007 2008 2055 2061
2075 2100 2106 2135 2149 2151 2222 2300 2396 2434
2451 2453 2504 2510 2530 2564 2603 2605 2628 2682
2707 2730 2740 2746 2754 2758 2768 2780 2913 3047
3075 3076 3101 3110 3158 3196 3295 3313 3314 3315
3333 3338 3381 3419 3519 3522 3543 3588 3643 3664
3683 3686 3775 3797 3854 3900 3909 3935 3943 3950
3963 3965 3979 4057 4075 4132 4137 4144 4172 4219
4233 4239 4323 4392 4407 4418 4447 4466 4471 4472
4481 4505 4507 4509 4553 4558 4575 4576 4608 4679
4684 4703 4734 4739 4741 4745 4821 4831 4942 4946
4947 4983 4990 5023 5025 5066 5072 5075 5133 5145
5156 5180 5181 5183 5189 5221 5222 5229 5237 5240
5265 5275 5281 5289 5323 5344 5353 5356 5365 5399
5466 5490 5506 5526 5546 5549 5560 5561 5586 5596
5603 5612 5613 5665 5668 5673 5682 5725 5730 5756
5777 5785 5795 5798 5847 5852 5881 5904 5971 5995
Issued by:
The Commissioner,
ARUNACHAL PRADESH STATE LOTTERIES,ITANAGAR.

NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR LOVING MORNING DEAR PRECIOUS DEAR FLAMINGO EVENING

Draw Time: 11:55 am onwards Draw Time: 04:00 pm onwards Draw Time: 08:00 pm onwards
Draw No:21 DrawDate on:23/04/18 Draw No:21 DrawDate on:23/04/18 Draw No:39 DrawDate on:23/04/18

1st Prize Rs.26.00 Lakhs/- 99B 45969 1st Prize Rs.26.00 Lakhs/- 78K 45021 1st Prize Rs.26.00 Lakhs/- 74H 15226
Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 45969 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 45021 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 15226 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)

2nd Prize Rs.9000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
04623 12275 12902 29278 37039 26081 26300 30798 43379 47065 09270 13635 35024 36225 38691
49492 63311 66186 66742 74735 48409 49052 79827 84842 93874 38828 44871 47797 57759 96673
3rd Prize Rs.500/- 1127 1362 1513 1577 4249 5078 5277 5437 7864 8388 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0717 0918 1703 3474 3687 3946 6206 8123 9620 9793 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0804 0910 2012 4622 5454 5512 7235 9522 9929 9959
4th Prize Rs.250/- 0160 0222 2251 2316 2557 3967 5445 6384 9253 9985 4th Prize Rs.250/- 0118 2409 4153 4860 5984 6976 7342 9103 9424 9826 4th Prize Rs.250/- 0053 0492 1000 4355 4551 4614 6491 7371 8536 9510
5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/-
0255 0329 0346 0545 0635 0861 0979 1068 1319 1434 0008 0064 0232 0366 0428 0665 0865 0893 1073 1146 0063 0170 0198 0297 0409 0576 0639 0700 0898 0970
1489 1646 1873 1909 1929 2014 2059 2177 2499 2549 1193 1319 1330 1424 1463 1535 1579 1740 1804 1821 1072 1285 1425 1453 1709 1719 1795 1838 1945 1982
2671 2717 2801 2846 3070 3077 3085 3166 3177 3372 1826 2164 2188 2561 2582 2626 2719 2739 2742 2925 2143 2174 2276 2479 2503 2690 2986 3029 3034 3153
3373 3471 3489 3526 3532 3556 3654 3663 3951 4101 2952 3085 3111 3184 3331 3359 3529 3547 3672 3699 3184 3343 3430 3474 3479 3554 3564 3594 3675 3716
4287 4446 4507 4626 4764 4791 4828 4835 4837 4941 3794 3857 3986 4289 4311 4326 4340 4353 4439 4759 3753 3918 4075 4283 4341 4605 5359 5438 5463 5470
5104 5221 5287 5308 5408 5521 5619 5734 5828 5987 4832 4835 4840 4850 4974 5043 5053 5063 5192 5453 5501 5606 5675 5729 6004 6170 6434 6446 6508 6539
6001 6166 6326 6430 6439 6591 6639 6643 6759 6998 5638 5780 5940 6002 6157 6163 6243 6288 6464 6721 6594 6601 6609 6662 6691 6826 7124 7126 7141 7505
7101 7111 7182 7463 7804 8083 8110 8137 8278 8347 6778 7052 7080 7434 7516 7580 7609 7932 8009 8294 7576 7597 7621 7754 7972 7994 8015 8031 8067 8073
8349 8351 8453 8462 8494 8621 8681 8682 8788 8833 8300 8387 8418 8437 8618 8683 8692 8732 8896 8901 8113 8178 8360 8423 8498 8550 8672 8777 8857 8958
9054 9160 9320 9351 9396 9455 9556 9731 9835 9913 9038 9069 9081 9173 9196 9211 9243 9293 9300 9753 8991 9031 9148 9168 9227 9519 9772 9900 9934 9956

Issued by: 
The Director, Nagaland State Lotteries, Kohima, Nagaland
For Results, Please visit: www.nagalandlotteries.com

K I N D L Y     C H E C K     T H E     R E S U L T S     W I T H     T H E     O F F I C I A L     G A Z E T T E  

The girls use two distinct 
resistance strategies: 
assertive resistance and 
subversive resistance.

ASSERTIVE 
RESISTANCE

This includes challeng-
ing boys, pursuing and 
holding prominent 
school leadership roles 
and advocating for the 
recruitment of more fe-
male teachers and sup-
port staff.

For instance Ruth, a 
20-year-old 11th grader, 
asserts: I know that boys 
and girls with disabilities 
have to struggle in our 
society, but we are not 
in the same position in 
school…I’m not afraid to 
challenge boys in class. I 
know I am as smart – and 
may be more. I want us to 
have a better life, a better 
time in school…it’s hard 
enough being a girl in 
Rwanda, and even hard-
er to be a poor girl with 
disabilities…

Rene, an 18 year-old 
in grade 10, emphasises 
the importance of more 
equitable gender rela-
tions among people with 
disabilities. She posits 
that: (G)irls with disabil-
ities, can do even bet-
ter and contribute even 

more to our country if we 
are enabled to excel in 
school and not feel pitied 
or put down because we 
are girls with disabilities.

SUBVERSIVE RE-
SISTANCE

Those who practice as-
sertive resistance open-
ly criticise sexism in the 
school. Subversive resis-
tance, on the other hand, 
is more subtle. In this 
strategy the girls allow 
for periods of prejudice, 
with the view of eventu-
ally reversing it.

For example 25 year-
old Peace, who recognis-
es the in luence of pa-
triarchy in prescribing 

“good girl” behaviour, 
argues that: There are 
more boys with disabil-
ities here at Gatagara 
than girls with disabil-
ities…we don’t have 
many female teachers to 
support us. That is why 
it is dif icult for me…I 
can play by their rules 
until I am in charge and 
can change the rules…I 
am going to be a scien-
tist…When I am in pow-
er, boys will not be able 
to treat me or any other 
girl with disabilities in 
a bad way. I will use my 
power…

Peace’s short-term 
compliance – being 

polite, kind, calm and 
amenable – can be in-
terpreted as a survival 
strategy in a male-dom-
inated society given that 
acting otherwise might 
be seen as subversive in 
a male-dominated soci-
ety such as Rwanda.

Jeanette, a 23 year-
old grade 11 student, 
justi ies this restrained 
resistance on a different 
note. She says that: one 
has to know what her 
goal is to win the bat-
tle…I want power for the 
future…when I can really 
get boys to change their 
ways….

UNIFIED POLICY 
APPROACHES

While the paper 
points to a signi icant 
disconnect between 
Rwanda’s international 
reputation for gender 
equality and lived real-
ities on the ground, the 
girls’ experiences pro-
vide valuable insights 
into compounded in-
equalities.

Their experiences 
call for a proactive 
national strategy that 
involves multiple sectors, 
namely; education, 
labour and politics. The 
strategy must be speci ic 
to girls with disabilities 

in schools and ensure 
that they are properly 
represented in public and 
private sectors. This is 
key to making Rwanda’s 
pledge – to remove 
all obstacles against 
women’s development 
– a more substantive 
reality.

[Evariste Karangwa 
is Dean, School of In-

clusive & Special Needs 
Education, University 
of Rwanda; Jeannette 

Bayisenge is Lectur-
er, Center for Gender 
Studies and School of 

Social, Political and Ad-
ministrative Sciences, 

University of Rwanda]
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How Rwandan girls with disabilities are ighting sexism at...

KJM VARMA
B , A  23 (PTI): External Af-
fairs Minister Sushma Swaraj today 
asked Indians and Chinese to learn 
each other’s languages as it will 
help them overcome the communi-
cation barriers, which could further 
strengthen relations between the 
two neighbours.

Swaraj, who is on a four-day vis-
it here, made the remarks during a 
programme, titled ‘Contribution of 
Hindi in India-China Friendship’, or-
ganised by the Indian Embassy.

“When two friends sit together, 
what do they want? They want to 
talk their hearts out to each other, 
share what they feel. And for that 
we need a language. I should be able 
to understand Chinese when you 
speak, and you should be able to un-
derstand Hindi when I talk,” Swaraj 
said.

“If there is an interpreter sitting 
between two friends, he may be able 
to translate the words but not the 
feelings with which I say something. 
So, it is essential that we learn a lan-
guage, and understand it,” she said, 
a day after it was announced that 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 
Chinese President Xi Jinping would 
hold an informal summit from April 
27 to 28 in the central Chinese city 
of Wuhan.

“I want to say that the way India 
and China’s relation are strength-
ening, trade is increasing, we are 
working together on international 
forums, it has become increasingly 
important that you learn Hindi and 
we learn Chinese. So that when Indi-
ans visit China they don’t face dif i-
culty, and when Chinese visit India, 
you don’t require an interpreter,” 
Swaraj said.

Swaraj said during her meeting 
with Chinese Foreign Minister Wang 
Yi yesterday, she had told him that 

people are the biggest strength for 
any foreign minister and when peo-
ple of two countries love each other, 
it only strengthens the governments.

“And this, your love for Hindi... 
You may not be aware that two for-
eign ministers can’t strengthen the 
relations between Indian and China 
as much as these students learning 
Hindi can. You (students) all are do-
ing great service (to the two coun-
tries),” she said.

The minister invoked the box-of-
ice success of Bollywood hits like 

“Dangal”, “Secret Superstar” and 
“Hindi Medium” to stress that Hindi 
ilms are gaining popularity in China, 

but said an understanding of the lan-
guage instead of subtitles could im-
prove their experiences of watching 
such ilms.

Noting that during the pro-
gramme, a Chinese student learning 
Hindi had expressed that her dream 
was to visit India, Swaraj instructed 
the Ambassador to make arrange-
ments for a visit of such students to 
India

“I want to tell her, that your 
dream would come true right here, 

right now. I am telling our Ambassa-
dor here to send a delegation of 25 
Hindi students from here on India 
visit.

“We will entertain you there and 
gift you Indian traditional clothes - 
Saree for girls and kurta pyjama for 
boys. I entrust our Ambassador here 
with the responsibility of sending a 
delegation of students learning Hin-
di here,” she said.

Interest in Hindi and some other 
Indian languages such as Tamil and 
Bengali has been increasing in China 
in recent years as Chinese invest-
ments are growing in various states 
of India.

Currently around 400 students 
learn Hindi as a subject in about 16 
universities across China, said Prof 
Jiang Jingkui, the Head of the Centre 
for South Asian Studies at Peking 
University in Beijing.

Prof Jiang, who was a guest 
speaker at today’s event attended 
by Swaraj, is an ardent lover of Hindi 
and has previously coined a new slo-
gan “Chindustan” (China-Hindustan) 
to highlight the need for friendship 
between the two nations.

Hindi can be the dictionary for 
Chinese students aspiring to work in 
India, he said. “Chinese students are 
getting lot of jobs in India at pres-
ent,” Prof Jiang who teaches Hindi 
at the prestigious Peking University 
told PTI.

He said the fact that Hindi is be-
ing taught in several Chinese univer-
sities shows its increasing populari-
ty in the country.

The Chinese universities are also 
teaching Tamil, Urdu and Bengali 
languages. Also plans are afoot to 
teach Assamese and Punjabi, he said.

Currently Tamil and Bengali are 
taught at three universities and Urdu 
at 10, he said.

Several students from different 
universities spoke in Hindi during 
the event, expressing their impres-
sions, experiences about the lan-
guage and its importance in the Indi-
an-China relations.

Besides the job opportunities in 
Chinese irms, a number of Chinese 
students work for the of icial media 
including China Radio Internation-
al (CRI), which broadcasts in Hindi, 
Tamil, Bengali and Urdu.

Need for Indians and Chinese to learn 
each other’s languages: Swaraj

S , A  23 (AP): When 
North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un meets South Korean Pres-
ident Moon Jae-in on Friday 
the world will have a single 
overriding interest: How will 
they address North Korea’s 
decades-long pursuit of nucle-
ar-armed missiles? Success, 
even a small one, on the nu-
clear front could mean a pro-
longed detente and smooth 
the path for a planned summit 
between Kim and President 
Donald Trump in May or June. 
Optimists hope that the two 
summits might even result in a 
grand nuclear bargain.

North Korea’s announce-
ment on Saturday to suspend 
further nuclear and intercon-
tinental ballistic missile tests 
and close its nuclear test site 
raised hopes in Washington 
and Seoul for a breakthrough 
in the upcoming nuclear nego-
tiations. However, the North’s 
statement stopped well-short 
of suggesting it has any inten-
tions to give up its nukes or 
halt its production of missiles.

Failure to reach a nuclear 
agreement would raise seri-
ous questions about the sin-

cerity of Kim’s recent outreach 
to Seoul and Washington and 
rekindle the fears of war that 
spread across the Korean Pen-
insula last year.

Although North Korea has 
expressed a willingness to 
have “candid” talks with the 
United States about the denu-
clearization of the peninsula, 
there’s rampant skepticism 
about whether Kim will give 
up his nukes.

Those weapons are the 
core of his authoritarian rule, 
a “powerful treasured sword” 
meant to neutralize U.S. nu-
clear threats. And the North’s 

call for “the denuclearization 
of the Korean Peninsula” has 
been linked to a demand for 
the withdrawal of the 28,500 
U.S. troops in South Korea.

Kim suggested during a trip 
to Beijing in March that he pre-
fers step-by-step disarmament 
in return for corresponding 
concessions. That, critics say, 
could allow the North to co-
vertly continue its weapons 
programs while winning bad-
ly needed aid, which occurred 
during now-dormant six-na-
tion nuclear talks from 2003-
2008.

Analysts say it’s likely that 

Kim will make similar commit-
ments during the inter-Korean 
summit as a way of reaching out 
to the United States. Go Myong-
Hyun of the Seoul-based Asan 
Institute for Policy Studies said 
Kim may also offer up a rough 
timetable for denucleariza-
tion. North Korea argues that it 
needs its nukes because of the 
U.S. military presence in South 
Korea and annual U.S.-South 
Korean military exercises that 
the North claims are an inva-
sion rehearsal.

During the two summits, 
Kim may demand a security 
guarantee for his government, 
the scrapping of what he calls 
U.S. hostility and the easing or 
lifting of international sanc-
tions on the North. The Kim-
Trump meeting, not the Korean 
summit, will be the main venue 
for dealing with nukes because 
the United States must largely 
determine whether to accept 
the North’s demands.

Kim therefore has an inter-
est in making his meeting with 
Moon a success, especially fol-
lowing reconciliation in recent 
months that saw athletes from 
both countries parade togeth-

er during the Pyeongchang 
Winter Olympics opening cer-
emony and South Korean pop 
stars perform in Pyongyang.

It’s much less clear how 
the Kim-Trump meeting will 
go. Trump’s pick for secretary 
of state, Mike Pompeo, said 
recently that “no one is under 
any illusions that we will reach 
a comprehensive agreement.” 
Pompeo made a secret trip to 
meet with Kim and discuss the 
summit in recent weeks.

Trump seemed more op-
timistic after North Korea’s 
announcement on Saturday, 
to which he responded with 
a tweet saying, “This is very 
good news for North Korea and 
the World” and “big progress!” 
He added that he’s looking for-
ward to his upcoming summit 
with Kim.

US of icials have said they 
want complete, veri iable and 
irreversible disarmament by 
North Korea. Kim won’t like-
ly accept that anytime soon 
because he’s closing in on his 
goal of developing nuclear 
missiles capable of striking the 
continental US after decades of 
struggle and sacri ice.

World watching for signs of N. Korea nuke deal at 2 summits

Saudi-led 
airstrike 
at Yemen 
wedding killed 
at least 20
S , A  23 (AP): 
An airstrike by the Sau-
di-led coalition hit a 
wedding party in north-
ern Yemen, killing at 
least 20 people, health 
officials said today, 
as harrowing images 
emerged on social me-
dia of the bombing the 
previous day.

Khaled al-Nadhri, 
the top health of icial in 
the northern province of 
Hajja, told The Associat-
ed Press that most of the 
dead were women and 
children who were gath-
ered in one of the tents 
set up for the wedding 
party in the district of 
Bani Qayis. He says the 
bride was also among the 
dead.

Hospital chief Mo-
hammed al-Sawmali said 
the groom and 45 of the 
wounded were brought 
to the local al-Jomhouri 
hospital.
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EtCETERA

ARIES: Your love, generosity, 
and sense of beauty are height-
ened today, Aries. If there’s one 
thing you need to do, it’s go out-
side and watch the sunset. The 
romantic, creative, and beautiful 
side of all things, including you, 
will resonate strongly and create 
a lasting bond with your inner 
core. Your sense of self will be 
restored through tender mo-
ments and sensual experiences.
TAURUS: Let your guard down 
today, Taurus. Don’t feel like 
you need to perform for anyone. 
Accept the notion that you’re 
perfect the way you are. You 
don’t have to prove your self-
worth to anyone. Let your heart 
expand and your mind rest. 
Make sure the pure glow within 
you is lighting the path. Don’t 

allow an artifi cial mask to block 
the reality of your true identity.
GEMINI: Reconnect with 
your self-worth today, Gemini, 
and say out loud, “I am awe-
some!” You’re good at extend-
ing your heart to others and 
helping them with their issues. 
Now take some of that love and 
caring and focus it on you. Is-
sues having to do with love and 
romance are of primary con-
cern. You should take time to 
evaluate where you are at this 
stage and nourish this part of 
your being.
CANCER: Stay at home tonight 
and cook a delicious meal for you 
and someone you love, Cancer. 
You will gravitate toward beauty, 
both tangible and intangible. In 

fact, it might be a good day to go 
shopping, as long as you can con-
trol the urge to overspend. Don’t 
let your self- worth be equated 
with how many shiny toys you 
have. Splurge a bit, but try not to 
go overboard.
LEO: Today may seem like 
one of those days in which ev-
eryone but you has a perfect 
life, Leo. Realize that no one 
has a perfect life. Everyone is 
plagued by demons of some 
sort. And it isn’t wise to com-
pare yourself to others anyway. 
The more you do, the more you 
simply set yourself up for fail-
ure. Find that sense of love and 
fulfi llment within yourself.
VIRGO: Today may be seri-
ous, Virgo, with clouds looming 

over your parade. Although the 
clouds are dark and threatening, 
that doesn’t necessarily mean 
that rain will pour down. Things 
are about to climax in your life. 
Today’s message is that you 
should fi nd the beauty and sen-
suality in yourself and others 
and renew your enthusiasm and 
sensuality in each new day.
LIBRA: Today is a terrifi c day 
for you, Libra. You have the 
chance to start over on many 
levels, especially romantic 
ones. Whether or not you’re in 
a serious romantic relationship, 
you will fi nd all your interac-
tions with close friends and 
partners to be especially ten-
der and meaningful. Strength-
en your bond with the people 
around you and your inner core 

will be strengthened as a result.
SCORPIO: Things are starting 
to lighten up for you, Scorpio, 
even though you may fi nd your 
interactions quite heavy today. 
Don’t run away from the feel-
ing. More than likely it’s a re-
sult of you or the other person 
consciously or unconsciously 
wanting to get closer and more 
intimate. Your sensitivity is 
heightened. Let yourself feel 
rather than think. It’s a day for 
listening rather than talking.
SAGITTARIUS: Today is a 
terrifi c day to let your sensitive, 
caring nature shine through ful-
ly, Sagittarius. Surprise someone 
with roses and a candlelit dinner. 
Take care of the amenities like 
music and wine. It’s also an ex-

cellent time to go shopping for 
yourself or others. Let romance 
lead the way. Your inner core 
will be fueled by your sensual 
relations with others.
CAPRICORN: Turn over a 
new leaf with your loved ones 
today, Capricorn. Infuse some-
thing new into the relationship. 
Add a new wave of tenderness 
and sensuality to the dynamic. 
If something annoys you about 
the relationship, don’t confront 
it abrasively and cause the oth-
er person’s defensive walls to 
go up. Be tactful and loving in 
your approach and you will get 
the same in return.
AQUARIUS: You’re going 
to feel extra connected with 
the people around you today, 

Aquarius. Go out and have a 
good time with loved ones. You 
will experience the oneness that 
comes when people acknowl-
edge that we are all part of a 
whole. This will resonate loud 
and clear in your core today and 
you will be extra sensitive and 
emotional about anything said 
to you, positive or negative.
PISCES: There’s an Earthy 
weightiness to today. You could 
feel like your relationships 
are in a diffi  cult situation, Pi-
sces. Don’t worry, because the 
clouds are going to lighten up 
tremendously after today. Put in 
your hard work now and do any 
last minute planning you feel is 
necessary before you’re off  and 
running. The starting gate is 
about to open.
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BEYONCÉ REUNITES WITH DESTINY’S CHILD AGAIN: Beyoncé mixed 
some things up but still brought out some welcome familiar faces during 
her second Coachella show. The singer once again brought out Michelle 
Williams and Kelly Rowland for a Destiny’s Child reunion onstage on 
Saturday. The trio performed the same medley as they did at Bey’s fi rst 
Coachella show last weekend—which included the songs “Lose My Breath,” 
“Say My Name” and “Soldier”—but wore sparkling silver outfi ts this time.

RADHIKA SHARMA
N  D , A  23 (PTI): Man-
ish Dayal, a prominent South Asian 
actor in Hollywood, believes a new 
documentary criticising stereotyp-
ical prejudices in popular charac-
ter Apu Nahasapeemapetilon from 
“The Simpsons” was a necessary 
intervention.

The 34-year-old actor says 
“The Problem with Apu” by Hari 
Kondabolu highlights the por-
trayal of negative South Asian 
stereotypes in the hit American 
sitcom, a conversation that many 
Indian-Americans like him always 
wanted to initiate.

Dayal, known to fans for his 
role of an aspiring chef in “The 
Hundred Foot Journey” opposite 
Helen Mirren and Om Puri, says he 
himself has always tried to break 
such stereotypes through his work.

“Hari did an amazing job at ex-
posing something that we had all 
experienced as young people. ‘The 
Simpsons’ was the only depiction 

of what it meant to be an Indian. 
And to be limited by a stereotypi-
cal lat animated version of being 
an Indian is an injustice to us all.

“We have so many different 
qualities and skills. To be limited to 
one animated version of ourselves 
is not fair. How can we recover 
from such a reputation? Hari did a 
fantastic job with his documentary 
and approached a subject so many 
of us wanted to talk about,” Dayal, 
who was born in a Gujarati fami-
ly in Orangeburg, South Carolina, 
told PTI in a telephonic interview 
from Los Angeles.

The actor is currently starring 
in medical drama “The Resident”, 
which premiers on May 11 on Star 
World in India. The show will air 
on weekdays at 9 p.m.

Dayal plays a irst-year resi-
dent, Devon Pravesh, who has a 
rosy picture about what a doctor 
should be when he arrives at the 
Chastain Park Memorial Hospital. 
But gradually, he realises that it 

takes more than big brains to be 
a good doctor. “Devon is the pic-
ture of the American dream. He’s a 
third generation immigrant from a 
blue-collar family. He graduated at 
the top of his class in Harvard and 
looks forward to healing people. 
For me, that is what means to be 
an American today,” he says.

The actor says he was conscious 
about representing an NRI charac-
ter, who was real, and pushed the 
envelope further as South Asians 

have for long remained in the 
“margin” of Hollywood.

“It’s about irst creating the 
parts for ourselves. But beyond 
that, it’s about understanding how 
the parts in luence the stories that 
we’re telling. Putting an Indian 
person on screen is the irst step 
but having them remain in the 
margin of the story is not going to 
push our world forward.

“To really be a part of the move-
ment, we have to see our people and 

characters in luence the stories we 
are telling. That they are really the 
part of the behaviour of our story. 
How they add to the solution or how 
they fail to be a part of it,” he says.

Dayal says “not many” Indi-
an-origin actors had played doc-
tors. They have mostly been por-
trayed in the roles of “cab drivers 
and nerds”.

“But if you see, in the US alone, 
South Asian doctors are in huge 
numbers. To have that on screen 
(was important), medical world is 
crowded with Indians and children 
of immigrants,” he adds.

The actor was barely 17 when 
he fell in love with acting while 
helping his friend with the lights 
on a short ilm project.

“He asked me to be in front of 
the camera for a minute and read 
the lines. And that environment... 
It just hit me in a way. I enjoyed 
what I was doing. I understood it,” 
he says recalling his irst experi-
ence as an actor.

Dayal, who has worked in in-
ternational projects such as “The 
Hundred Foot Journey” and “The 
Viceroy’s House” including Marvel 
TV series “Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.”, 
says he does not discriminate be-
tween Hollywood and Hindi cine-
ma. It is the story that matters the 
most to him.

“It’s not about Bollywood or 
Hollywood. It’s more about what’s 
the story we are telling and who’s 
telling it. What’s the role about.”

Reminiscing the time spent 
with late actor Om Puri, his co-star 
in “The Hundred Foot Journey” 
and “The Viceroy’s House”, the ac-
tor says the veteran star told him 
to ask the question - “’What is the 
poetry in the story?’”

“That’s what I try to look for. 
Omji taught me that,” Dayal says.

Loosely based on the lives of 
the show creators Amy Holden 
Jones, Hayley Schore and Roshan 
Sethi, “The Resident” also features 
Emily VanCamp and Matt Czuchry.

Apu documentary exposed something we experienced as young people: Manish Dayal

L  A , A  23 (PTI): 
Rap king Eminem is celebrat-
ing 10 years of abstinence 
from alcohol and drugs.

The 45-year-old record-
ing artiste, who has struggled 
with booze and substance 
abuse over the years, took to 
Instagram where he proudly 
announced a decade of stay-
ing clean.

“Celebrated my 10 years 
yesterday,” Eminem wrote on 

April 21.
The “Not Afraid” hitmak-

er shared the pictured of a 
coin, which is given to Alco-
holics Anonymous members 
when achieve a milestone in 
their journey, featured a Ro-
man numeral X (meaning 10) 
engraved on it, along with 
words “service”, “unity” and 
“recovery”.

Eminem, whose real 
name is Marshall Mathers, 

nearly died from an acciden-
tal overdose in 2007.

The Grammy-winning 
rapper checked himself into 
rehab in 2008 and started the 
12-step programme.

In 2015, he opened up 
about his battles with addic-
tion in an interview, wherein 
he revealed he overdosed on 
Valium and Vicodin pills that 
landed him in hospital eight 
years ago.

Eminem celebrates ten 
years of sobriety

L , A  23 
(PTI): Benedict Cum-
berbatch admits he is 
critical of his own act-
ing performances.

The British actor, 
who plays the title role 
in “Patrick Melrose”, 
says his criticism of 
himself is ‘sharper than 
anyone would ever suspect’.

“You always approach a much-loved liter-
ary character with trepidation. Because I know 
I’m not making the movie I have in my head as 
a reader of these books, let alone everyone else 
who comes to it with their expectations ... I’m 
not perfect casting in everyone’s eyes.

“And on top of that there’s my own criti-
cism, which is probably sharper than anyone 
would ever suspect. I’m my own worst critic, 
I really am. It’s both a godsend and a curse,” 
Cumberbatch told Culture magazine.

The 41-year-old 
actor says he inds it 
‘horrible’ watching 
back his performances 
because he is ‘brutally’ 
honest with himself.

‘It’s different when 
you’ve got a produc-
er’s hat on. If you’re 
front and centre, that’s 

really hard. I’m excited about the moment 
when I’m not in something and I can look at 
it with more more distance, but it’s very pe-
culiar.

“It’s always horrible - the way you look, 
the way you do things. It’s just horrible. Trust 
me, the internet’s full of hate but it’s nothing 
compared to the self-critic in your head for 
brutality. I’ve said it all before they have,” he 
said.

“Patrick Melrose” is the on-screen adapta-
tion of the novel by Edward St Aubyn.

I’m my own worst critic: Benedict Cumberbatch
L  A , A  23 (PTI): Amy 
Schumer says she has become more con-
ident in front of the camera.

The “Trainwreck” star said the expe-
rience of simply being in ilms and has 
helped her improve.

Asked if she feels more confident 
going into her third movie (“I Feel Pret-
ty”) in a leading role, Schumer told Col-
lider, ‘As an actor... God, I don’t know. I 
guess so. You just learn stuff from do-
ing it. The first time you’re on camera, 
you’re like ‘I got this’. And then you do 
this, and it’s scary until you do it so 
much.’

“I feel con ident as someone who... I 
do a good job on set. As an actor, I feel 
good because of my training and because 
I have people around me who I really 
trust, I don’t have yes people,” the-36-
year-old actor added.

I feel more confi dent as an
actor, says Amy Schumer


