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WANGCHUK BHUTIA
M , 14 J :

Chief Minister, Pawan Chamling, held 
a meeting with the government em-

ployees of North district today after-
noon here at Mangan Nagar Panchayat 
Bhawan in North Sikkim wherein the 
representatives from different depart-
ments highlighted their problems and 
placed their demands.

Delivering the welcome speech, Dis-
trict Collector-North, Karma R Bonpo, 
highlighted the shortage of Pediatri-
cians in Mangan District Hospital, the 
induction of regular teachers in the 
schools of the district and sanction of 
land for Kendriya Vidhyalaya.

The CM while responding to the 

government employees stressed on 
working for the people of the district 
and that it should be result-oriented.

“We are still lacking in responsi-
ble administration. You are the people 
who implement the policies and pro-
grammes of the government and in case 
there is any lag in its implementation, 
in the long run our people will suffer 
losses,” he said.

He further stressed that all the on-
going schemes which are incomplete 
should be given more focus without any 
compromises. He directed the concerned 
of icials to give a report on all the pending 
works of the district within a week.

Responding to NRHM health staff on 

SUDIPTA CHANDA
S , 14 J :

Come Monday, July 17, the mon-
soon session of Parliament will 

commence. The commencement in all 
probability would provide the month 
plus long Gorkhaland movement the 
opportunity to inally get noticed by 
the nation’s policy makers.

Most importantly, it might create 
the window for dialogue and end the 
hostilities.

The Parliament in monsoon ses-
sion would have some very pressing 
issues to attend to, prime among 
which, would be the voting for Pres-
idential elections. Besides, burning 

issues like GST, police iring on farm-
ers at Mandsaur in Madhya Pradesh, 
demands for farm loan waiver, cow 
vigilantism, ban on cattle slaughter 
are also expected to come up for de-
bate among other issues.

It is a safe bet that the Gorkhaland 
movement in its current manifesta-
tion would also be raised in the mon-
soon session and that should have 
some impact – positive or negative 
depending on the course the debates 
take and their outcome have.

The moot point is, the issue might 
inally come to the table, which is the 

need of the hour to end the impasse 
and the clampdown.

The Gorkhaland protagonists 
have been insistent about the Cen-
tre’s presence for talks to begin. 
They have squarely rejected talks 
with the state government alone. 
The monsoon session of Parliament 
could bring up that opportunity, but 
much would depend on how strongly 
the BJP MP from Darjeeling Surinder 
Singh Ahluwalia presents his brief.

Ahluwalia had won riding the 
Gorkha Janmukti Morcha (GJM) 
support, and he is a Minister now at 
the Centre. It therefore becomes in-
cumbent on him to raise the issue in 
Parliament and try and persuade the 
Centre’s intervention.

There can, however, be a major 
stumbling block for talks to prog-
ress. Negotiation is the spirit of a 
dialogue. No dialogue can begin with 
pre-conditions. But, the Gorkhaland 
advocates insist on talks on the sin-
gle point agenda of a separate state. 
Conversely, the mainstream political 
parties of the state that enjoy na-
tional status are against division of 
the state.

The Centre on its part has so far 
passively given to understand that 
the demand for a separate state 
comprising less than two districts 
does not appeal to its idea of smaller 
states. The BJP’s role in Parliament 

would also give an insight into what 
the Centre was contemplating vis a 
vis the Gorkhaland movement.

Despite the bottleneck, talks are 
the only way out of the blind alley 
the movement has now entered. Pol-
iticians are ingenious persons. It is 
a safe assumption they would ind a 
way out of this quagmire only if they 
apply themselves.

The monsoon session of Parlia-
ment comes as a beacon at the end of 
a long, dark tunnel for the people of 
this region. The licker of hope is as 
much important for the people of the 
hills as it is for the rest of the state. 
Squandering it would be unwise.

Heaven-sent chance beckons, let us not waste it

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 14 J :

The Supreme Court has 
come to the rescue of 

Sikkim and the supply 
and transport problems 
created for it due to the 
hills versus plains stone-
walling that has devel-
oped in neighbouring 
West Bengal. The Court 
secured commitments 
from the Central Govern-

ment towards ensuring 
adequate arrangements 
so that Sikkim is not in-
convenienced and has 
reminded the “entire ad-
ministration of the State 
of West Bengal” in no 
uncertain terms of its re-
sponsibility to “provide 
all the requisite support 
so that peace is continu-
ously maintained in the 
areas of Darjeeling and 

Kalimpong districts”.
The three-member 

bench of the Supreme 
Court comprising of Jus-
tice Dipak Misra, Justice 
AM Khanwilkar and Jus-
tice Mohan M. Shantana-
goudar, was hearing the 
petition iled by the State 
Government of Sikkim 
seeking the apex court’s 
directions to the WB Gov-
ernment to ensure safety 

and security for Sikkim 
vehicles, passengers and 
goods along NH10 and 
similar directions to the 
WB and Central govern-
ments “to ensure that 
Sikkim-bound transport 
vehicles carrying food 
grains from FCI godowns 
and those vehicles carry-
ing food grains and other 
essential items and veg-
etables from markets in 

and around Siliguri and 
oil tankers carrying pe-
troleum products and 
trucks carrying LPG are 
not prevented from trans-
porting them to Sikkim 
and adequate security be 
provided for the same.”

Sikkim, it may be re-
called, is facing problems 
on this front, with trans-
porters being threatened 
against ferrying goods 

to Sikkim, several vehi-
cles having been vandal-
ized in Siliguri and even 
the police there either 
remaining mute specta-
tors or setting up pickets 
themselves to harass Sik-
kim-bound vehicles.

The central govern-
ment today informed the 
Supreme Court that: “To 
improve the situation, 
the Central Government 

has taken up the matter 
with the Chief Secretary, 
Government of West 
Bengal to ensure that 
supply lines to Sikkim 
are not disrupted by the 
protests affecting the 
movement of essential 
goods to Sikkim.” 

The Defence Secre-
tary, the court was in-
formed, has also been 
requested to instruct for-

mations in the area to fa-
cilitate the movement of 
vehicles carrying petro-
leum products and oth-
er commodities through 
army convoys.

The Central Govern-
ment has further re-
quested Secretary, Min-
istry of Petroleum and 
Natural Gas and M.D., 
National Agricultural 

SC reminds Centre and WB of responsibilities towards
ensuring Sikkim has free and safe access

Still in talks 
with Premier 
Futsal: 
Bhaichung
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 14 J :

Bhaichung Bhutia to-
day said that news 

reports about him join-
ing the Premier Futsal 
League are incorrect. 

Many news outlets 
had earlier reported that 
the former Indian foot-
ball skipper had agreed 
to be a part of the Pre-
mier Futsal League.

Speaking to Summit-
Times he said, “There was 
an offer from the organiz-
ers of Premier Futsal, but 
we are still in talks and I 
have not joined them and 
also I have not resigned 
from AIFF.”

Bhaichung is current-
ly involved with the AIFF 
as an Advisor.

Responsible administration still lacking in Sikkim: CM

turn to pg02

N  D , J  14 
(PTI): The issue with Chi-
na and growing unrest in 
the Kashmir Valley will 
be raised in the Parlia-
ment session beginning 
next week by opposition 
parties, who were today 
briefed by the govern-
ment about the situation 
on both the fronts.

Emerging from the 
meeting, Congress lead-
ers Ghulam Nabi Azad 
and Anand Sharma told 
reporters that their party 
has raised some doubts 
before the government 
but made it clear that 
“nation is irst -- be it Chi-
na or Kashmir”.

“There is too much of 
tension and that should be 
lowered through diploma-
cy. We will also raise the 
issue in Parliament,” both 
the leaders said.

Sharma said that the 
Congress made its view 

clear that national secu-
rity was the priority and 
advised the government 
to rise above politics 
and tackle the situation 
diplomatically.

Trinamool Congress 
leader Derek O’Brien 
said that his party raised 
“some serious questions” 
and claimed that the gov-
ernment had no answer to 
his question on prepared-
ness for such incidents.

The opposition lead-
ers were briefed by Home 
Minister Rajnath Singh, 
External Affairs Minister 
Sushma Swaraj, Defence 
Minister Arun Jaitley and 
top of icials, including 
National Security Advisor 
Ajit Doval, ahead of the 
Parliament session begin-
ning Monday.

The opposition lead-
ers were told about the 
prevailing situation 

Govt briefs opposition
parties on Doklam and

Kashmir situation
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Darj unrest blamed 
for stalling of Singtam 

lyover construction
YOGEN THATAL
S , 14 J :

The construction work of the lyover connecting 
Singtam District Hospital to the town has been put 

on halt as the workers have not returned since they 
left for Eid celebrations on 26 Jun, the reason being 
the ongoing unrest in Darjeeling Hills, West Bengal 
and travel along NH10 still unsafe. Besides creating 
problems in transportation and supply of essential 
commodities in the State, this unrest has hit Singtam’s 
most anticipated project.

Two die 
after falling 
from height
GANGTOK, 14 JUL:

One 42-year-old male 
hailing from Low-

er Sukrabarey in South 
Sikkim was found dead 
below the PMGSY toad 
at Sukrabarey on 13 Jul. 
The cause of death was 
reported to be due to fall 
from a height. 

In another incident, 
one 13-year-old minor 
hailing from Singring in 
Lachung, North Sikkim, 
died after falling from a 
height while playing on 
the road at Singring on 
13 Jul.

Girl missing 
from Bermiok
G , 14 J :

One 17-year-old girl 
has been missing 

since 13 Jul from her 
residence at Bermiok in 
Namphing, South Sikkim. 
A missing person report 
has been circulated to 
trace the missing girl.

CM announces vari-
ous projects for West

Gyalshing, 14 Jul:
Chief Minister, Pawan 

Chamling, made various 
announcements regard-
ing big projects to be 
started in West Sikkim 
during his ive-day long 
tour of the district. The 
projects include starting 
of a vocational college 
at Dentam within this 
month, a new communi-
ty centre, Ayush Hospital, 
girls’ hostel, rope way, 
etc., at Gyalshing, informs 
a press release issued by 
District Collector-West.

During an interactive 
meeting, all demands 
placed by the DC on be-
half of the district were 
also readily accepted by 
him and approved.

The of icial website 
of West Sikkim was also 
launched by the CM at 
Gyalshing Janta Mela. 
The website has been 
developed by District Na-
tional Informatics Centre 
unit and is being updated 
and improved. Any sug-
gestions to improve it are 
also welcome from the 
public. One can access 
the district website at 
www.westsikkim.nic.in, 
the release adds.

Cooperative Marketing 
Federation of India Lim-
ited (NAFED) to ensure 
supply and maintenance 
of adequate stock of pe-
troleum products and 
adequate stock of food 
grains and other essen-
tial food commodities in 
Sikkim.

Attorney General KK 
Venugopal further de-
tailed the Central Gov-
ernment has already 
provided 11 companies 
of Central Paramilitary 
Forces to assist the WB 
Govt in maintaining law 
& order. 

He further submitted 
that four additional com-
panies shall be deployed 
so that “smooth function-
ing of vehicular move-
ment is secured and no 
harm or danger is caused 
to life and property”.

With this, a total of 15 
CRPF companies would 
have been deployed in 
the neighbouring region 
and the Supreme Court 
today directed that de-
ployed forces shall be 
“not be used or diverted 
for any other purpose”. 
As per the Centre, 11 

companies of CRPF have 
been deployed for law & 
order duty in Darjeeling 
and Kalimpong districts 
and four additional com-
panies deployed “so that 
smooth functioning of 
vehicular movement is 
secured and no harm or 
danger is caused to life 
and property”.

With the directions 
to the central and West 
Bengal authorities, the 
bench disposed the writ 
iled by the Sikkim Gov-

ernment on the a written 
note of submissions pre-
pared by the Ministry of 
Home Affairs. 

In conclusion, the Su-
preme Court bench also 
observed: “It is apposite to 
state here that, the citizens 
of these districts (Darjeel-
ing and Kalimpong) must 
understand that suste-
nance of law and order or 
living in peace is the hall 
mark of progressive civi-
lization and re lective of 
the accentuated culture 
and, therefore, they shall 
also treat it as a part of 
their duty that free low 
of peaceable life is not in 
any way jeopardized or 
affected.”

SC reminds Centre and WB
of responsibilities...

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 14 J : 

A coordination meeting of Sik-
kim Krantikari Morcha party 

was held at Sirbung-Arubotey un-
der Soreng-Chakung constituency. 
The meeting was attended by SKM 
working president, MP Subba and 
MLA, KN Lepcha along with other 

party workers.
An SKM press release issued 

by its publicity secretary, Arun 
Uprety states that the working 
president alleged that Sikkim 
has been lagging behind in var-
ious sectors. He stressed that 
the youth need to come forward 
in the state-building process 

and added that SKM is the only 
party that can take the youth 
forward.

The release adds that the SKM 
MLA lashed out against the state 
government for keeping silent 
during a time of crisis. He urged 
the party workers to work respon-
sibly for the State.

the issue of their regular-
isation, the Chief Min-
ister said that litigation 
is underway at the High 
Court due to which the 
regularisation of NRHM 
staff is delayed.

“We should work in 
the interest of the area. 
There should be suf i-
cient teachers in all the 
schools of North Sikkim. 
The government employ-
ees should serve their 
duty in their new posting 
for at least two years. Be-
fore that no posting will 
be done,” he added while 
addressing the attendees 
from education sector.

The Chief Minister 
also announced that his 
irst priority will be the 

request for stockmen of 
Animal Husbandry De-
partment who have been 
serving in the same post 
since the last 30 years.

He further directed 
the Forest Department 
of icials to immediately 

remove Chinese teak tree 
which has been causing 
harm to birds, insects, 
bees, etc., during the time 
of its bloom.

The Chief Minister 
also informed that the 
rest of the demands will 
be undertaken on a pri-
ority basis. He further 
added that the govern-
ment has given priority 
to D and C grade employ-
ees and the government 
is working towards reg-
ularising Muster Roll em-
ployees who have been 
serving for more than 10 
years.

The CM directed the 
concerned of icials to 
prepare a DPR for the 
construction of C and D 
grade employees in Man-
gan which will be con-
structed on government 
land. He further directed 
the Health Secretary for 
immediate recruitment 
of Pediatrician and med-
ical specialists in Mangan 
District Hospital.

Responsible administration 
still lacking in Sikkim: CM

contd from pg01

J , 14 J  [IPR]: SDM 
Jorethang, B.C Rai accompanied 
by SDPO Jorethang, K.M Chettri 
inspected godowns of essential 
commodity dealers of Jorethang 
today.

During the inspection, it 

was observed that except for 
premium quality Dubar and Ti-
bar Rice like KRT, Dwarika and 
LS, other brands of Rice, Atta, 
Oil and Sugar are available in 
the open market. As far as the 
regulation of rate of Sugar is 

concerned, the District Civil 
Supplies Of icer has been re-
quested to ensure that the rates 
remain reasonable.

The team also inspected the 
vegetable market where it was 
observed that apart from pota-

toes and onions brought from 
Siliguri, a large quantity of veg-
etables in the market are being 
supplied by local growers of Bul, 
Palum, Singtam, Sadam and Bik-
mat. The rates were also found 
to be satisfactory.

SDM inspects supply of essential
commodities at Jorethang

SKM holds coordination meeting in West
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SUMMIT REPORT
G , 14 J :

The sixth Sustainable De-
velopment Mountain 

Summit [SMDS VI], a platform 
created by Integrated Moun-
tain Initiative [IMI] to bring 
together stakeholders to in-
luence policies in mountain 

regions, is to be held in Aiza-
wl, Mizoram and Sikkim will 
continue its tradition of send-
ing strong participants for 
the Summit, a press release 
issued by Eco-Tourism & Con-
servation Society of Sikkim 
informs.

The core themes of the 

upcoming Summit are Cli-
mate Change and Sustainable 
Mountain Cities. The event 
will also include a meet of 
legislators to discuss on how 
best to disseminate knowl-
edge on the mountain states 
and a dialogue between policy 
makers on how to bring about 
positive action.

Further, a Youth Summit 
is being held to give 50 youth 
from each of the ten Hima-
layan mountain states and the 
hill districts of West Bengal 
and Assam the chance to de-
liberate on the future of their 
region. The irst Young Moun-

tain Filmmakers’ Competition 
will form a part of the Youth 
Summit.

Sikkim will be sending 
a team to participate in the 
Summit, in preparation of 
which a series of meetings 
have already been held with 
various institutions and 
subject-matter experts. It is 
proposed that Sikkim will re-
spond to the call for papers by 
the organizers on topics such 
as ‘Research to Policy Gaps in 
Climate Change [Sikkim Uni-
versity], the State Action Plan 
on Climate Change [DST], and 
Climate Adaptation Stories 

with regard to Agriculture 
[TMI and ICAR], the release 
adds.

Under Mountain Cities, the 
proposed papers are Mobility 
for Gangtok [UDHD] and Waste 
Management [Zero-Waste Hi-
malaya]. A paper on Disaster 
Risk Reduction [DRR] which 
will look at the experience and 
response to recent landslide 
incidents in Sikkim has also 
been proposed.

Each of the presentations 
made by the team from Sik-
kim will be linked to the Sus-
tainable Development Goals 
[SDGs]- a set of 17 global 

goals, adopted by 193 mem-
ber-states of the United Na-
tions, including India.

It is to be recalled that in 
2016, the Chief Minister of 
Sikkim was awarded the Sus-
tainable Leadership Award by 
the President of India. Now, 
under the aegis of IMI, Sikkim 
is also working towards intro-
ducing a landmark legislation 
based on the SDGs.

It may be mentioned here, 
IMI is a collective civil society 
initiative of the ten Himalayan 
mountain states and the hill 
districts of West Bengal and 
Assam. IMI was formed in 

2011 for recognizing the val-
ue of mountain regions and 
enabling people to realise its 
potential by integrating the 
knowledge and experience of 
multiple stakeholders. Sikkim 
has been a part of IMI right 
from the initiative’s inception. 
The Eco Tourism and Conser-
vation Society of Sikkim is the 
coordinating agency for the 
IMI State Chapter, which is 
supported by the Of ice of the 
Member of Parliament [Lok 
Sabha], WWF, ATREE, KCC, 
Echostream, Sikkim Univer-
sity, DST and FEWMD amidst 
others.

SIKKIM URBAN DEVELOPMENT AGENCY
URBAN DEVELOPMENT & HOUSING DEPARTMENT

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM, GANGTOK
FILE NO:1(158)NULM/17-18

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
Request for proposals invited from reputed fi rms for setting 
up and operating a State Mission Management Unit (SMMU) 
under Deendayal Anthyodaya Yojana- National Urban Liveli-
hoods Mission in Sikkim.
1. The RFP document can downloaded from www.sikkimur-

bandevelopmentagency.org and should be submitted 
alongwith a D.D of Rs 1000/- drawn in favour of the Direc-
tor, SUDA, Urban Development & Housing Department, 
Government of Sikkim.

2. The last date for receipt of RFP is 19.07.2017 at 1600 hrs. 
It can be sent through speed post/registered post/courier/
submission by hand, however no drop box facility is avail-
able. It should be addressed to the Mission Director, DAY-
NULM, UD&HD, Govt. of Sikkim-737101.

3. Date and time for opening RFP: 21.07.2017 at 1100 hrs.
4. The proposals shall be accompanied by a TDR amount-

ing to Rs. 20,000/- as EMD. The Director, SUDA, UD&HD 
reserves the right to change the terms and conditions, se-
lect or reject any application without assigning any reason 
thereof.

5. For further information:-  
MISSION DIRECTOR, DAY-NULM

UD&HD, Government of Sikkim
Gangtok, Sikkim-737101

Phone No: 9434410804
Email: udhdsikkim@gmail.com

ARPAN PRADHAN
G , 14 J :

“We have trained them, groomed 
them and now the 17 beautiful 

girls who have been selected for 
the Grand Finale of Miss Sikkim 
2017 are ready to hit the Curtain 
Raiser Event which is to be held at 
the Central Park in Namchi, South 
Sikkim on 16 July,” said Chief Exec-
utive Of icer of Positude, Gyurmila 
Bhutia.

A total of 17 beautiful girls 
from around the State have made 
it to the Grand Finale of the Mega 
Event Miss Sikkim.

Starting with the auditions for 
the pageant in the month of April 
this year which saw the participa-
tion of girls from all the four dis-

tricts of the State, Miss Sikkim has 
till now conducted various rounds 
and levels of professional training 
for the selected girls.

The different rounds include 
grooming, personality develop-
ment, social responsibility, build-
ing self con idence, social activities 
and professional photo shoot.

Speaking to SummitTimes, 
CEO-Positude, Ms Bhutia, said that 
team Positude-the organizer of the 
event, is all set to host the Grand 
Finale of the most awaited mega 
beauty pageant, Miss Sikkim 2017, 
with a difference this year.

She informed that the vari-
ous rounds have been conducted 
and the girls are now ready and 
confident to walk the Red Carpet 
which is to be held at Namchi on 
16 July.

Managing Director-Positude, Bi-
jay Subba, said that the main objec-

Sikkim to participate in 6th Sustainable Development Mountain Summit

along the Sino-Indian 
border and Jammu and 
Kashmir and the govern-
ment’s action.

Others who attended 
the meeting -- consid-
ered an effort to build 
consensus on dealings 
with India’s biggest 
neighbour and Kashmir 
-- included Mallikarjun 
Kharge (Congress), Si-
taram Yechury (CPI-M), 
Mulayam Singh Yadav 
(Samajwadi Party), 
Ram Vilas Paswan (LJP), 
Tariq Anwar (NCP) and 
Sharad Yadav and K C 
Tyagi (JD-U).

New Delhi has ex-
pressed concern over 
China trying to change 
the status quo at the 
I n d i a - B h u t a n -T i b e t 
tri-junction in Doklam 
area of the Sikkim sector.

China and India have 
been engaged in the 
standoff in the area for 
the past three weeks af-
ter a Chinese Army’s con-
struction party attempt-
ed to build a road. 

CPI-M General Sec-
retary Yechury said that 
the government con-
veyed to the participants 
about the efforts being 
carried out to resolve the 
dispute.

Union minister Pas-
wan said the external af-
fairs minister and foreign 
secretary gave a detailed 
information on border is-

sue especially in Doklam.
“Everybody promised 

support to the govern-
ment,” he said.

On Jammu and 
Kashmir, government’s 
chief spokesman Frank 
Noronha said the basic 
purpose of the meeting 
was to apprise the MPs 
from different parties of 
the situation following 
the attack on Amarnath 
yatris on July 10.

The MPs were in-
formed that 2.2 lakh pil-
grims had visited the cave 
shrine last yea and this 
year 1.86 lakh pilgrims 
have already visited till 
today. The yatra will con-
tinue till August 7. Seven 
pilgrims were killed by 
militants in Anantnag dis-
trict while returning from 
the Amarnath cave shrine 
on Monday.

Four districts of the 
state -- Pulwama, Kul-
gam, Shopian and Anant-
nag -- are on the boil 
since the killing of Hizbul 
Mujahideen command-
er Burhan Wani in an 
encounter with security 
forces on July 8, 2016.

The unrest has re-
sumed since the April 
9 bypoll to the Srinagar 
Lok Sabha seat.

Opposition leaders 
have been criticising the 
government for the way 
it has handled China and 
Kashmir.

Govt briefs opposition
parties on Doklam and

Kashmir situation
NITESH PRADHAN
G , 14 J :

Actress Andrea Tar-
iang, who shot to 

fame with the critically 
acclaimed hit ‘Pink’ star-
ring Amitabh Bachchan 
was in the capital to per-
form at a popular pub.

The Shillong-based 
actress who also fronts 
the band Lavender 
Groove said that this is 
not her irst visit to the 
state and that she abso-
lutely loved the views 
while traveling from Sili-
guri to Gangtok.

Lauding the clean and 
green environment of Sik-
kim she said, “It’s so sad 

we are leaving tomorrow!”
Chronicling her own 

journey in cinema she 
held that it was through 
an audition due to her 
father’s friend, who hap-

pened to be one of the 
producers for ‘Pink’ that 
she landed the role.

Talking about her ex-
perience of working with 
Amitabh Bachchan in her 

irst ilm, she said that 
she was intimidated in 
the beginning.

“It was the irst shot 
of my life but it all went 
so smoothly and he 

hugged us,” she says.
Adding further, she 

described working with 
Amitabh Bachchan “as 
a good learning experi-
ence”.

Andrea Taraing is one 
of the few from the North 
East who has acted in a 
leading part in a main-
stream Hindi ilm.

About racism against 
North Easterners in 
several big cities of the 
country she said that it is 
“sad and there are some 
racist people.”

Therefore she said 
that the movie ‘Pink’ was 
an important story that 
had to be told.

Finalists ready for Miss Sikkim 2017
curtain raiser at Namchi

Pink actress Andrea Tariang performs in Sikkim

tive behind organising the 
event is to provide plat-
form to young girls of the 
State who want a career in 
modelling and acting.

The Curtain Rais-
er/Red Carpet event at 
Namchi will be followed 
by various other events 
that include social activ-
ities including voluntary 
blood donation camp, 
cleanliness drives and 
others.

It may be mentioned 
here that Positude Event 
Management Company 
from Gangtok has been 
organising Miss Sikkim 
beauty pageant since the 
last four years.

India
pledges NRs 
41 mln grant 
for campus 
building 
in Nepal
SHIRISH B PRADHAN
K , J  14 
(PTI): India today 
pledged inancial assis-
tance worth 41.2 million 
Nepali Rupees for the 
construction of a campus 
building in central Nepal.

Indian Ambassador 
to Nepal Manjeev Singh 
Puri laid the foundation 
stone for construction of 
Adarsh Multiple Campus 
building at Gajuri Bazar, 
Dhading 120-km west of 
Kathmandu.

The campus build-
ing is being constructed 
with the inancial assis-
tance of NRs 41.2 million 
extended by the Gov-
ernment of India under 
its small development 
project scheme in Nepal, 
according to a statement 
issued by the Indian Em-
bassy here.

The campus, where 
more than 200 students 
are enrolled under the 
faculty of business stud-
ies, was established in 
2006.

The construction of 
the new campus building 
would bene it the stu-
dents of the 18 Village 
Development Commit-
tees especially the girls 
belonging to the under-
privileged groups like 
Chepang, Tamang, and 
other Janjati and Dalit 
communities who are en-
rolled in the campus.

The new infrastruc-
ture would provide much 
needed classroom space 
and would create an im-
proved environment for 
learning and contribute 
to the development of 
the education facilities in 
Dhading district. N  D , J  14 

(PTI): The Congress to-
day urged the govern-
ment to engage diplo-
matically with China to 
deescalate the situation 
in Dokalam and resolve 
the border crisis without 
compromising on India’s 
national interests.

Congress leaders 
Ghulam Nabi Azad, 
Anand Sharma and Mal-
likarjun Kharge attend-

ed a meeting where top 
Union ministers and of i-
cials briefed the political 
parties on the standoff 
between India and China.

The Congress leaders 
also alleged security laps-
es in Jammu and Kashmir 
that led to the attack on 
Amarnath pilgrims and 
asked the government 
to engage with the local 
population and help im-
prove the situation in the 

Kashmir Valley.
The Congress made 

it clear that when it 
comes to national secu-
rity, all the parties are 
with the government as 
national security was 
the party’s priority.

“We stand united when 
it comes to India’s nation-
al interests,” Sharma said. 
“We had concerns. We told 
the government to dees-
calate the situation and 

resolve the crisis by dip-
lomatically engaging with 
China without compro-
mising on India’s security 
interests,” he said.

The Congress had ear-
lier raised concerns over 
the situation in Dokalam 
area where the armies 
of China and India are in 
a border standoff for a 
month now after Indian 
troops objected to road 
construction in the area.

Cong urges govt to engage with China
to resolve border row
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WRITE US: Readers are invited to 
comment on, criticise, run down, even 
appreciate if they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ 
indecorous language and personal 
attacks, except when against people 
responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be 
ignored. Letters which carry forward 
a conversation or initiate a dialogue 
will command immediate attention 
and receive prominence.  
Mail us at: letters@summittimes.com
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Instigate Involvement to
Move Things Along

People are not echo-chambers, they need 
to disagree to re ine their arguments

The region is embarrassingly pliant despite its claims 
to be otherwise. Diktats run without challenge and 

obviously dimwitted blunderings accepted without 
question as examples of strong and decisive leadership. 
In 1775, a full sixty years before Darjeeling passed from 
Sikkim into the hands of the East India Company, Samu-
el Johnson, the British man of letters and political think-
er, famously said, “Patriotism is the last resort of scoun-
drels”. Of course, he was not belittling patriotism, just 
indicting false patriotism, a dodge that seems to have 
held super icial pride in good stead for close to two and 
a half centuries now, replacing patriotism with false na-
tionalism or ethnic and cultural chauvinism. Invoke this 
call, and everything falls in line. Sikkim routinely does 
this with Article 371F, Old Laws and local protection, 
Darjeeling reverts to it with Gorkhaland and West Ben-
gal is currently justifying criminal intimidation and so-
cial division by stoking memories of the Partition. Each 
one of these issues strikes a strong emotional chord 
with the target audience, and when emotions come into 
the mix, rationality gets pushed aside. This does not 
mean that the issues in themselves are trivial, but by 
demanding unquestioning abidance to every call ired 
from the shoulders of these issues reduces them to the 
status of props, and the people into followers. This mili-
tates against every aspect of democracy which requires 
consensus to be earned, not dictated, where differences 
of opinion are respected, not browbeaten into submis-
sion and where people are encouraged to build social 
contracts, not erect walls. But one sees too much of that 
happening, not so much in Sikkim at present as in the 
Darjeeling hills and the Siliguri plains vis a vis each oth-
er with Sikkim pulled into the vortex as well.

Irrespective of how the leaders will want to spin it, 
fact remains that in these parts people have not been 
reacting enough, they have been following directions 
and falling in line. Unfortunately, obedience is not in-
volvement, and democracy requires involvement, and 
genuine involvement is a commitment born from dis-
cussion and debate. How much of that have we seen in 
these parts?

But that is not how things should remain. Apart 
from being unhealthy for democracy and its people, it 
is also undesirable for issues of importance to be only 
super icially addressed and deeper involvements not 
explored. For that to happen, democracy needs to be 
more vigorously institutionalized. Democracy requires 
its citizens to remain involved, critical and demanding. 
Extracting an emotional response which brings them 
to the streets for short bursts of protesting is the easy 
part, to convince them when the emotions have abated 
and the realities of living returned, that they are free 
and empowered with equal rights, is where the chal-
lenge begins. Mindsets groomed on feudal control can-
not be shaken away just with the knowledge that de-
mocracy is available. That takes a sustained process of 
con idence-building, encouragement, even hand-hold-
ing and nurturing. 

It is also not enough to just tell the people that they 
are free and then expect them to start behaving like 
free and responsible citizens. In fact, people should be 
egged to dissent and disagree because these reactions 
have been in very short supply of late even though these 
are emotional contributions necessary for a democra-
cy to evolve. Politics and politicking in the region has 
reinforced supremacy of the leaders over the people, 
and if real participatory democracy is to be institu-
tionalized from the grassroots upwards, people need 
to be proactively instigated to challenge, argue and de-
mand. That will make them realize they have a voice 
and a role beyond raising slogans and participating in 
rallies. Then, the people will also become involved and 
be free with support and become pragmatic participants 
of the decision-making process. Then, maybe, the issues 
which have been logged without resolution will receive 
the plans and processes which will push them out of the 
rut. People are not echo-chambers for leaders, there are 
enough hanger-ons for that; people need to be more than 
passive recipients of information and orders for their is-
sues and movements to stay the course and stay true.

AMY LOUGHMAN & TARSH BATES
theconversation.com

We have long believed that “good” immune 
cells recognise and defend against “bad” in-

vaders. That’s why a large proportion of medicine 
has been directed at killing microbial enemies and 
conquering microbial infections.

This militaristic understanding of immunity re-
lected the culture of the 20th century, which was 

dominated by nation building and world wars be-
tween “us” and “them.” It was a time when “survival 
of the ittest” came to be seen as the driver of evo-
lution and competition and war were considered a 
natural part of what it is to be human.

But a radical shift in understanding the rela-
tionship between humans and microorganisms oc-
curred with the discovery that only 50% of the cells 
in our bodies are human. The rest are microbes, 
such as bacteria, yeasts (members of the fungus 
family), viruses, and even insects. Together, these 
make up the microbiome.

The 23,000 genes that comprise the human ge-
nome pale in comparison with the 3.3 million genes 
in the microbes that live in our guts. These produce 
proteins that help us di-
gest food and support our 
immune systems.

Through the gut-brain 
axis, these genes even in-
luence mood and mem-

ory. The gut-brain axis is 
a set of communication 
pathways between the gut 
and brain occurring large-
ly through the actions of 
the gut microbiome.

Because we have 
evolved with microorgan-
isms inside us, we now 
have specialised commu-
nities in our guts, on our 
skin, and in our mouths. 
Our microbes are understood to be so critical to 
our existence, many scientists consider us to be 
symbiotic organisms, made up of the host, the mi-
crobiome and the environment. This holy trinity is 
what they call the “holobiont”.

Considering human life as a function of the 
microbiome and our environment allows us to ac-
knowledge that we may be affected by entities that 
harbour different evolutionary needs. For example, 
our food choices don’t just affect human health 
through nutrients and caloric balance, but also 
through their impacts on the gut microbiome.

MICROBES AND DIET
The food we eat feeds our gut microbes and di-
rectly impacts their survival. Within two days of 
changing diet, our gut species change. Different 
gut bacteria thrive on different diets. For instance, 
Prevotella strains consume carbohydrates while 
Bacteroidetes prefer some fats, and Candida prefer 
glucose over protein. So, some species starve and 
others thrive based on what we eat.

The species in ours guts are also proving to 
be relevant to health and disease. Prevotella, for 
instance, has been linked to improved glucose 
tolerance and is much more prevalent in the guts 
of hunter-gatherer societies (such as the Hadza 
people in Tanzania) than those in Western societ-
ies. The reduction of Prevotella in gut-bacteria in 
Western populations is thought to partially explain 
modern epidemics such as diabetes and obesity. 

It shouldn’t surprise us then, that microbes can 
shape our food choices to ensure their own sur-
vival. Some metabolites, the small byproducts of 
microbial digestion, can make us feel hungry, full 
or crave certain foods. However, the evidence in 
humans is so far somewhat circumstantial. A study 
of chocolate-craving and chocolate-indifferent peo-

ple found different microbial metabolites in their 
urine, suggesting different bacteria were present 
in the gut.

Metabolites are important in terms of function, 
because we know these can send signals to the 
brain. Signals to regulate eating behaviour are also 
transmitted via the vagus nerve that runs between 
the brain and the gut. At least two human stud-
ies have shown blocking the vagus nerve induces 
weight loss in obesity, while stimulating it in rats 
has led to overeating.

MICROBES AND BEHAVIOUR
Behaviour is also a function of the holobiont, not 
just the human host. Some metabolites are neuro-
active, which means they can travel along the gut–
brain axis and affect human mood, mental health 
and behaviour.

Much of the work exploring direct microbe-re-
lated behaviour has been done in mice and rats. 
These studies have had some pretty interesting re-
sults though. They’ve shown that behaviour can be 
transferred through poo transplants, that animals 
bred without any bacteria show unusual social and 
emotional behaviours, and that serotonin - the brain 

chemical associated with 
mood and depression - is 
produced largely in the 
gut. Together, these ind-
ings indicate a strong evi-
dence base for the fact that 
the microbiome can affect 
host behaviour.

The best human ev-
idence comes from the 
observed impacts of food 
on mood and behaviour – 
and microbes are the like-
ly explanation. A good ex-
ample is a study of healthy 
women some of whom 
consumed yogurt with a 
certain probiotic for one 

month. The researchers had the participants lie in 
a functional MRI scanner while they were shown 
pictures of faces with different emotions.

Those who had received the yogurt had reduced 
activity in the emotional processing brain regions, 
suggesting a dampening of the stress response, 
than those who didn’t have yogurt.

The protective value of a whole-food diet for 
depression also points to the importance of gut 
microbes for brain health. Mood disorders that 
can accompany conditions such as irritable bowel 
syndrome and in lammatory bowel diseases are 
thought to be related to microbial disruption in the 
bowel.

Recent research has also suggested the gut mi-
crobiome may have a role in the development of 
autism spectrum disorders (ASD). Research has 
found people with ASD have signi icantly higher 
numbers of Candida species in their intestines, for 
instance. Although determining causation is com-
plicated, these microbes reduce the absorption 
of carbohydrates and release ammonia and other 
toxins which are thought to contribute to autistic 
behaviours.

There is also emerging evidence showing that 
differences in gut bacteria in children are related 
to behavioural problems, and potentially to future 
mental health risk.

There are numerous reports of changed gut 
bacteria in people experiencing mental illness 
such as schizophrenia and depression, as well 
as neurological disorders such as Parkinson’s 
disease. However, it is difficult to establish 
causation.

A compelling argument is made by studies 
that show microbiota transplants from people to 
mice actually change the behaviour of the recipi-

ent mice. One study used microbiota from people 
experiencing irritable bowel syndrome (IBS) and 
showed the mice who received the transplants ex-
perienced the same anxious behaviour that often 
accompanies IBS.

CHANGING THE GAME
We are ecosystems, whose members are intricate-
ly balanced by cooperation and competition. Many 
of our microbes are neither good nor bad. But they 
become bad because we change the game, giving 
them the opportunity to be bad.

For example, we are increasingly interfering in 
the ecosystem by using antibiotics and sanitisers, 
hormone and immune system treatments, cosmet-
ic and plastic surgery, or biomedical implants and 
devices such as contact lenses or heart valves.

Although sanitation and nutrition have greatly 
improved in much of the world, antibiotic overuse 
has led to the rise of antibiotic resistant bacteria. 
Antibiotics also change what is in our microbiome. 
Many women would be familiar with Candida in-
fections (thrush) that lourish after they use antibi-
otics, for instance.

Biomedical implants, contact lenses and den-
tures provide warm, moist and nutritious condi-
tions for colonisation by microbes. Increased oes-
trogen use in birth control pills and other hormone 
treatments has been shown to promote yeast infec-
tion and reduce immune ef iciency.

In fact, the hygiene hypothesis argues that in-
fections help build our immune system and the 
proliferation of sanitising disinfectants in our 
homes could be contributing to skin allergies and 
respiratory conditions.

Our de initions of good and bad are cultural as 
much as biological. For example, body odours and 
stale breath which are caused by microbes are not 
inherently unhealthy, but the market for antiper-
spirants, deodorisers and mouthwash is lourish-
ing. Increasing skin conditions, allergies and illness 
could be the result of our attempts to control and 
groom our microbes, good and bad.

Our diets have also changed rapidly and the 
low–on changes to both human and microbial 

health are apparent. Non–communicable disease 
epidemics such as obesity and heart disease are 
clear consequences of highly processed foods and 
increasingly inactive lifestyles.

The changing modern diet may also have ef-
fects over generations, as we pass on our microbial 
communities to our children. Research in mice has 
found some bacterial strains could not recover in 
the grandchildren of mice fed low– ibre western 
diets, even when a high– ibre diet was reintro-
duced. It may not be long then, before the modern 
western diet will have irrevocably changed the gut 
bugs and health of future humans.

RETHINKING THE METAPHOR
For most of the twentieth century, we were at war 
with microbes. Vigilant immune systems defended 
against vicious and sneaky microbial attacks. The 
cold and lu medication Codral, as just one exam-
ple, famously helped us “soldier on.”

We have to rethink this militaristic metaphor. 
If we are a complex ecosystem which relies on the 
microbes in it, we cannot wage war against them. If 
microbes are part of our immune systems, who is 
ighting whom?

How we talk about our microbes re lects how 
we think about ourselves and others. As holobi-
onts, we need to igure out how to live with all the 
members of our bodies. How might our worlds 
(and bodies) be different if we behave as resil-
ient communities where the “others” are different 
selves, rather than invaders, terrorists, colonisers, 
or competitors?

[Amy Loughman is Associate Lecturer, Indus-
try Fellow, RMIT University; Tarsh Bates is PhD 

candidate, University of Western Australia]

KATHERINE LIVINGSTONE
theconversation.com

Plant-based diets are often shown to be good for 
health. Yet people eat a lot of meat and are some-

times reluctant to completely cut meat from their diet. 
So it’s important to know that eating a plant-based 
diet doesn’t have to mean becoming a vegetarian.

Plant-based diets are high in vegetables, 
wholegrain bread and cereals, legumes and whole 
fruits, yet can still contain small amounts of lean 
meats and reduced-fat dairy products.

A survey of Australians, for instance, found 
most (70%) thought a plant-based diet would pre-
vent disease. But what does the literature say? And 
is meat really bad for you?
HEALTH BENEFITS OF PLANTS
Plants are rich sources of many nutrients that are 
important for good health, including unsaturated 
fats, vitamins (such as folate), minerals (such as 
potassium), ibre and protein.

Eating a plant-based diet has been linked to 
lower risk of obesity and many chronic diseases, 
such as heart disease, type 2 diabetes, in lamma-
tion and cancer.

A recent study that followed more than 200,000 
US adults for more than 20 years found that eating 
a diet high in plant foods and low in animal foods 
was associated with a 20% lower risk of diabetes 
compared with individuals eating a diet low in 

plant foods.
Well known variations to plant-based diets 

include the Mediterranean diet and the Dietary 
Approaches to Stop Hypertension. These dietary 
approaches are known as dietary patterns as they 
focus on the overall diet rather than single foods. 
Rich in vegetables, fruits, legumes and reduced-fat 
dairy products, these dietary patterns have been 
linked to lower risk of obesity and chronic disease.
IS THE PROCESSING OF PLANT 
FOODS IMPORTANT?
Processing can remove many of the nutritious ben-
e its of plant foods and can often result in the ad-
dition of salt and sugar. For example, whole foods, 
such as an orange and wholemeal bread, retain 
more bene icial ibre than processed alternatives, 
such as fruit juice and white bread.

But not all processing is necessarily bad. For 
example, frozen and canned vegetables can be use-
ful additions to the diet, just check the labels to see 
what has been added during processing.
IS MEAT BAD FOR YOU?
Meat is a rich source of bene icial nutrients, such 
as protein, B vitamins, iron and zinc. But red meat 
can also contain high amounts of saturated fat and 
processed meats can be high in sodium.

Eating red and processed meats, such as burg-
ers and hotdogs, has been linked to higher risk of 
cancer, heart disease and death. In contrast, white 

meat intake, such as chicken and ish, has been 
linked to lower risk.

Cancer: Evidence is convincing for a link be-
tween red and processed meat and colorectal can-
cer. A review of available evidence, known as a me-
ta-analysis, showed that colorectal cancer risk was 
14% higher for every 100g of red and processed 
meat (about a large beef steak) eaten per day.

Heart disease and type 2 diabetes: Evidence most-
ly points towards higher risk of heart disease and 
type 2 diabetes with higher processed meat intake.

A meta-analysis showed that each 50g daily 
serving of processed meat (about one to two slic-
es of deli meats or one hot dog) was linked with a 
42% higher risk of heart disease and a 19% higher 
risk of type 2 diabetes. But, eating unprocessed red 
meat was not associated with risk of developing 
heart disease or diabetes.

Early death: Evidence generally points towards 
higher risk of death with higher red and processed 
meat intake. A recent study that followed more 
than 500,000 US adults over 16 years showed that 
risk of all-cause death was 26% higher with great-
er processed and unprocessed red meat intake. 
When red meat was substituted for unprocessed 
white meat, risk of all-cause death was 25% lower.
WHAT SHOULD WE BE EATING?
Eating a variety of unprocessed fruits, vegetables, 

Microbes aren’t the enemy, they’re
a big part of who we are

Why you should eat a plant-based diet, but
that doesn’t mean being a vegetarian
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wholegrains and legumes is key when it comes to 
maintaining a healthy, balanced diet.

Although high intakes of red and processed meats 
may increase risk of major diseases, a healthy, bal-
anced, plant-based diet can still include small amounts 
of lean meat trimmed of visible fat (particularly unpro-
cessed white meat) and reduced-fat dairy products.

Eating a plant-based diet is in line with the Aus-
tralian Dietary Guidelines to promote health and 
well-being.

One is recommended to eat a wide variety of foods 
from the ive core food groups (fruit, vegetables, ce-
reals, lean meat and/or their alternatives and re-
duced-fat dairy products and/or their alternatives), 
to choose lean, reduced-fat meats and dairy products 
and to limit processed meats.

Top ive tips for achieving a plant-based diet:
- try some meat-free meals each week - include alter-
natives such as eggs, beans and tofu.
- replace some of the meat with legumes - for example only 
add half the amount of beef and top up with chickpeas.
- choose wholegrain cereals more often than white va-
rieties - such as wholemeal bread and pasta.
- eat a variety of colours of fresh vegetables and fruits 
and buy fresh produce in season.

    canned and frozen vegetables are nutritious too 
- choose options low in salt and sugar.

[the writer is Alfred Deakin Postdoctor-
al Research Fellow, Institute for Physical Ac-

tivity and Nutrition (IPAN), School of Exercise 
and Nutrition Sciences, Deakin University]
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Why you should eat...

N  D , J  14 (PTI): Myan-
mar’s top military commander Gen 
U Min Aung Hlaing today called on 
Defence Minister Arun Jaitley and 
held extensive talks with the Army 
and Naval chiefs and explored ways 
to deepen security ties between the 
two countries, an of icial said.

A range of issues, including 
expanding cooperation between 
armed forces of the two countries, 
were discussed in the meeting be-
tween Jaitley and Gen Hlaing, who 
is commander- in-chief of the Myan-
mar Defence Services.

Various operational matters, 
including enhancing cooperation 
between security forces of the two 
countries along the India-Myanmar 
border, were discussed in talks Army 
Chief General Bipin Rawat had with 

the Myanmarese general, the of icial 
said on condition of anonymity as he 

was not authorised to speak to the 
media.

The two generals are also un-
derstood to have discussed regional 
security scenario and ways to effec-
tively combat terrorism.

Gen Rawat had visited Myanmar 
in May.

Myanmar is one of India’s stra-
tegic neighbours and shares a 
1,640-km-long border with a num-
ber of northeastern states, including 
militancy-hit Nagaland and Manipur.

Gen Hlaing is on an eight-day vis-
it to India from July 7.

His talks with the top brass of 
India’s defence and security estab-
lishment come at a time when the 
armies of India and China are en-
gaged in a standoff in Doklam area in 
the Sikkim sector.

Myanmar’s President Htin Kyaw 
had visited India in August last year 

when the two countries had agreed 
to step up bilateral coordination 
between the two border guarding 
forces to ensure security in the areas 
along the frontier.

India has been concerned over 
some militant groups from the 
northeast taking shelter in Myan-
mar. The country has been assuring 
New Delhi that it would not allow 
any insurgent group to use its terri-
tory against India.

Gen Hlaing also held wide-rang-
ing discussions with Naval Chief 
Admiral Sunil Lanba on defence and 
security cooperation.

Admiral Lanba is also chair-
man of the powerful chiefs of staff 
committee (CoSC) which compris-
es chiefs of the Army, Navy, and Air 
Force.

Myanmar military chief calls on Jaitley

CHANDAN PRAKASH SINGH
I , J  14 (PTI): 
Union minister Kiren Rijiju and 
Arunachal Pradesh Chief Minister 
Pema Khandu today undertook an 
aerial survey of lood-hit districts 
in the state where all major roads 
and highways have been damaged 
by landslides due to heavy rains.

The minister of state for home, 
who is leading a high- level central 
team comprising senior of icials 
of the NDRF, the NDMA and the 
Niti Aayog, took stock of the situ-
ation in the entire state along with 
Khandu, deputy speaker of the As-
sembly Tumke Bagra and MLA Ka-
ling Moyong.

They undertook an aerial sur-
vey of lood-affected Bambuk, 
Mebo, Nausai, Niyun and Sagalee 
areas where most parts have been 
either inundated or damaged be-
cause of landslides.

Floods and landslides triggered 
by incessant rain in the last couple 
of days have cut off large areas, 
including many district headquar-
ters, in the state from the rest of 
the country, of icials said.

Rijiju said, “Though the entire 
state has suffered and borne the 
brunt of rains and landslides which 
have damaged highways and roads, 
I have asked the authorities to re-
store the roads within a month.”

Khandu said that landslides 
triggered by heavy rains in the last 
one week have affected a large part 
of the state and authorities are 
working hard to restore roads and 
connectivity.

“Many areas, including the 
Papum Pare district, have been 
affected by loods and landslides. 
Continuous rains and bad weather 
have been hampering efforts to im-
prove the situation. Though some 

areas are yet to be visited, the 
government is working round the 
clock to help the people,” the chief 
minister said.

“I thank the Centre for all the 
help they have extended to the 
state government,” he said.

Yesterday, the Centre had re-
leased Rs 51.48 crore to the state 
government under the State Disas-
ter Response Fund.

The state capital was virtual-
ly cut off with its lifeline NH-415 
getting totally eroded at the entry 
point.

The alternative road via Jullang 
was also blocked, leaving only one 
road open through Hollongi en 
route Lakhimpur district in Assam, 
they said.

At least 14 people were killed 
in Laptap village when their homes 
were swept away in a landslide on 
July 11.

Bengal 
Congress 
chief urges 
PM to 
intervene in 
Darjeeling
K , J  14 (PTI): 
West Bengal Congress 
president Adhir Chow-
dhury today wrote to 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi requesting him to 
immediately intervene 
in order to resolve the 
unrest in the Darjeeling 
hills.

“As an elected repre-
sentative of people from 
West Bengal, I feel urgen-
cy to draw your attention 
and involvement towards 
an immediate and peace-
ful solution in the hill 
district of Darjeeling,” 
Chowdhury said in the 
letter to Modi.

An RPF of ice, a police 
outpost and a state-run 
library were set on ire 
in Darjeeling hills as the 
inde inite strike demand-
ing a separate state en-
tered its 30th day today.

“Given the geo-strate-
gic sensivity of the area, 
the Union & state govern-
ments and local leaders 
together should explore 
an amicable solution so 
as to restore peace and 
normalcy in the hills,” the 
letter said.

Rijiju, Khandu undertake aerial
survey of lood-hit Arunachal

K , J  14 (PTI): The Guwahati 
High Court today stayed till Monday the 
Nagaland governor’s directive to state 
Chief Minister Shurhozelie Liezietsu to 
seek a trust vote in the assembly on or 
before July 15.

The Kohima bench of the high court 
stayed Governor P B Acharya’s order on 
a plea by Chief Minister Liezietsu and 
slated the matter for further hearing on 
Monday.

The petition by Liezietsu argued 
that the governor’s directive was ex fa-
cie unconstitutional, illegal, arbitrary 
and violative of the basic features of the 
Constitution .

It said the process of bye-elections, 
in which petitioner Liezietsu is seeking 
to be elected, is already under process 
and, therefore, it was imperative and 
incumbent” upon the governor to call 
upon the petitioner to prove its major-
ity on the loor of the House only pur-
suant to the by-elections wherein the 
petitioner is a candidate.

The petitioner stated that the gov-
ernor virtually sought to strangulate 
the will of the Council of Ministers and 

have used the of ice of the governor to 
suit his political aims.

There was no recommendation 
from the Council of Ministers to the 
governor, the petitioner argued, and 
the governor on his own volition chose 
to impose the impugned decision upon 
the petitioner without any legal foun-
dation and against the constitutional 
norms.

The Governor, without affording an 
opportunity to the petitioner for a free 
and fair election for his candidature, 
has hastily proceeded to reject the re-
quest made by the petitioner herein to 
pre-empt the already scheduled elec-
tions,” it stated.

Meanwhile, the Council of Ministers, 
led by Chief Minister Liezietsu, called 
on the Governor P B Acharya, who re-
portedly told the chief minister to bring 
about reconciliation among legislators.

The newly-elected chairman of the 
Democratic Alliance of Nagaland Coor-
dination Committee, Kuzholuzo Nienu, 
told the Governor that the DAN coali-
tion was intact and that the present cri-
sis was only within the NPF party.

Nagaland loor test 
stayed till Monday
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S  C
G , 14 J :

International pugilist from 
Sikkim, Pratima Gooroong, 

has been working hard to pre-
pare Olympian boxers from 
Sikkim who can represent the 
country in the upcoming 2024 
Olympics. Currently working 
as the State Coach for boxing 
under Sports & Youth Affairs 
Department, she is also train-
ing young boxers at her resi-
dence near Helipad for free.

Pratima led India’s junior 
women’s team in two world 
championships as the coach in 
Turkey in 2011 and in Bulgaria 
in 2014.

“When I saw good per-
formance by my players in 
these world championships, 
I thought if I put the same ef-
fort towards training young 
children of my home State then 
they can also represent the 
country. This motivated me to 
come back to Sikkim to train 
young pugilists,” she said.

After being appointed as 
the state boxing coach by the 
SYA department in 2015, Prati-
ma immediately started to visit 
schools in and around Gangtok 
to create awareness in boxing 
and to spot skilled and inter-
ested boxers from schools. She 
has also been conducting free 
boxing coaching camps during 

winters in different schools us-
ing her own equipments.

Starting with around six stu-
dents, she now has 30 students 
of age group 10-15 years training 
under her. She is providing train-
ing to students at Paljor Stadium 
complex in the morning and at 
her house in the evening. She 
trains students for three hours 
regularly every evening and up 
to six hours during holidays.

“My target is to produce 
international level boxers 

from Sikkim to represent the 
country in the upcoming 2024 
Olympics. Keeping in view this 
target, we have been working 
hard day and night with full 
dedication,” Pratima said.

She also expressed her de-
sire to produce more girl box-
ers from the State in the na-
tional and international levels.

“I want to promote more 
girls from the State and if fe-
male boxers work hard then 
they have more opportunity 

to represent the country in the 
near future,” she said.

Pratima expressed her deep 
gratitude to her husband, Ra-
manand, who has already led 
the national boxing team in in-
ternational championships and 
is presently working as senior 
boxing coach of Sports Depart-
ment, Government of Punjab. 
She thanked him for providing 
regular guidance in training 
young children and for spon-
soring two young pugilists from 

Sikkim to be trained under an 
experienced foreign coach, Bi-
lash Fernandis, from Cuba last 
winter at Chandigarh.

She plans to organise more 
camps in different parts of the 
State to create awareness in 
boxing and to spot raw talents 
from all corners of the State. 
She is looking forward to start-
ing a good foundation school in 
boxing along with her husband 
in the future to make a good 
base for boxers in the State.

However, Pratima stressed 
upon the need for sponsorship, 
as many local pugilists come 
from underprivileged back-
grounds.

“If local people come for-
ward to sponsor at least one 
pugilist it would help them to 
train harder and reach higher 
level,” she said.

She expressed her deep 
gratitude to Sikkim Police 
ADGP, SD Negi, for his constant 
support and guidance till date. 
She has especially thanked 
Ugen T Ladakhi and other 
friends and family members 
for supporting young boxers.

“There are lots of chal-
lenges and hardships that will 
come our way but I am con i-
dent that my students will rep-
resent the country at the inter-
national level in days to come,” 
she expressed.

C , J  14 (PTI): 
India’s Harinder Pal Sand-
hu outplayed Australia’s 
Rhys Dowling 11-4 11-8 
11-5 to enter the semi- i-
nals of the Victorian Open 
squash tournament, a 
PSA World Tour event, in 
Melbourne today.

Sandhu, who defeat-
ed Dowling in the inal 
of the South Australian 
Open a week ago, ap-

peared in good touch 
and coasted to a straight-
game win with an all-
round display.

In the semi inal 
match tomorrow, Sand-
hu will meet the second 
seeded Piedro Schweert-
man of the Netherlands.

Sandhu had yester-
day beaten Qatar’s Syed 
Azlan Amjed 11-5 11-7 
11-7 in the second round.

M  (W  
B ), J  14 (PTI): 
President Pranab 
Mukherjee’s motorcade 
today cleared the way for 
an ambulance on Nation-
al Highway 34 here.

The incident hap-
pened when Mukherjee 
was going to Kanidighi, 
about 25 km from the 
MDI helipad in Murshi-
dabad, to inaugurate a 
school, of icials said.

After some time, of-
icials in the tail car, the 

last car in the 20-vehicle 
cavalcade, heard the si-
ren of an ambulance.

Wasting no time, the 
presidential motorcade 
gave way so the ambu-
lance could pass through, 
they said.

It was not immediate-
ly clear who was inside 
the ambulance.

Mukherjee today 
began a two-day tour 
of West Bengal, his last 
to his home state as 
president.

M , J  14 (PTI): Farm-
ers from a village in Marathwa-
da region today iled a police 
complaint against the India 
Meteorological Department, 
accusing it of colluding with 
seed and pesticide manufac-
turers and in lating the mon-
soon forecast igures.

The complaint, iled at the 
Dindrud police station in Ma-
jalgaon tehsil of Beed district, 
says of icials of the Pune and 
Colaba Met Department “col-
luded” with the manufacturers 
and caused loss of lakhs of ru-
pees to farmers, who under-
took sowing operations based 
on the forecast.

Gangabhishan Thaware, 
54, a farmer from Anandgaon 

village in Beed district, who 
is among the complainants, 
told PTI that the IMD offi-
cials misled farmers saying 
that there would be ample 

rain during the kharif season 
in June.

“Farmers undertook sow-
ing operations, based on the 
IMD forecast. But after a brief 

initial spell, there has been no 
rain and farmers are staring at 
a bleak future, with the sowing 
operations having gone waste,” 
Thaware said.

“Farmers in our region 
completed pre-sowing opera-
tions before June, based on the 
IMD forecast which said there 
will be ample rains in June-July 
this year,” the farmer said.

“Despite scanty initial rain-
fall, farmers in our village un-
dertook sowing operations as 
the IMD forecast a good rain-
fall. They spent lakhs of rupees 
on seeds, fertilisers, pesticides 
and labourers wages. However, 
there has been no rain since 
and our sowing operations 
have gone waste,” the farmer 

said.
According to Thaware, 

farmers have also written to 
Maharashtra Chief Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis, seeking 
his intervention.

“IMD of icials and those in 
concerned seed and fertiliser 
companies, who colluded with 
each other and gave an in lated 
monsoon forecast are respon-
sible for the plight of farmers 
and should be taken to task,” 
the farmer said.

An of icial of the police 
station in Majalgaon said they 
have received the farmers’ 
complaint and were looking 
into the matter.

No IMD of icial was avail-
able for comment.

Former boxer hopes to produce
Olympians from Sikkim

Farmers lodge police plaint against IMD for ‘wrong’ forecast

Harinder
Sandhu in semis of

Victorian Open

Presidential
convoy clears way for

ambulance in WB

N  D , J  14 
(PTI): The number of 
ticket sales for the FIFA 
Under-17 World Cup, to 
be held in October across 
six cities, today crossed 
the one lakh mark, the 
organisers said.

The sale of tickets be-
gan on May 16 when for-
mer Spain and Barcelona 
defender Carles Puyol 
handed the irst ticket to 
the grand daughter-in-
law of Shivdas Bhaduri, 
the captain of Mohun Ba-
gan team that defeated 
English side East York-
shire Regiment to win 
the IFA Shield in 1911.

There has been mas-
sive response by fans in 
Kolkata, Kochi and Gu-
wahati while ticket sales 
has been in Goa and Del-
hi where India’s group 
matches will be held.

Expressing happi-
ness at the pace of tick-
et sales, local organis-

ing committee director 
Javier Ceppi said, “The 
fact that we have already 
sold 1,00,000 tickets for 
the World Cup, when we 
are still 84 days from it, 
speaks volumes on the 
interest from fans into 
coming and watch the 
tournament.

“Ever since we opened 
the sales, it has de ied the 
usual pattern for events 
here, where people wake 
up at the last minute and 
get the tickets then. We 
already have 1,00,000 
fans that want to come to 
the stadiums and it is a 
very exciting.

We are in a good track 
to show the whole world 
full stadiums for the 
World Cup,” said Ceppi.

The prestigious tour-
nament will be held from 
October 6-28 in New Del-
hi, Kolkata, Navi Mumbai, 
Margao, Guwahai and 
Kochi.

FINAL PHASE OF OORJA U-19 FOOTBALL TOURNEY
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 14 J : Sikkim defeated Mizoram in its second league match in the inal phase of Oorja CAPFs U-19 Football Talent Hunt Tournament 2017 at New Delhi 
on Friday. Sikkim edged past Mizoram 3-2. Roman Subba, Prashant Chettri and Amrit Tamang contributed one goal each in Sikkim’s victory.

However, Sikkim went down to Punjab 1-2 in its irst league match played on Thursday. The only goal for Sikkim was scored by Sanjay Rai.

FIFA U-17 World Cup
ticket sales reach

1 lakh mark
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NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
SINGAM SAPPHIRE MORNING DEAR KIND EVENING

Draw time: 11:55 am onwards Draw time: 08:00 pm onwards
Draw No:11 DrawDate on:14/07/17 Draw No:116 DrawDate on:14/07/17

1st Prize Rs.10 Lakhs/- 95E 62738 1st Prize Rs.50 Lakhs/- 76G 10881
    (Including Super Prize Amt) (Including Super Prize Amt)

 Cons. Prize Rs.9,100/- 62738 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 10881 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9,000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
01388 08175 13154 16525 18633 18283 23300 25238 25929 35063
23208 41303 93873 95280 97985 41909 63982 64752 91477 96669
3rd Prize Rs.500/- 3rd Prize  Rs.9000/-
0534 3319 5519 5765 7473 7778 8024 8875 9314 9884 03581 14926 15504 32009 36059
4th Prize Rs.300/- 38004 45597 51693 53389 88041
0320 4199 4751 4849 6598 7459 7827 8079 9437 9732 4th Prize Rs.1000/-
5th Prize Rs.130/- 1436 1982 2762 2860 3698 4163 4321 5933 7727 9925
0204 0211 0294 0383 0406 0560 0584 0608 0659 0662 5th Prize Rs.600/-
0688 0810 0825 0897 1043 1534 1932 1937 1945 2010 0477 0514 1292 3527 4319 7278 8479 8690 8919 9122
2131 2161 2306 2639 2641 2813 2883 2915 3073 3212 6th Prize Rs.250/-
3280 3618 3661 3981 4032 4040 4187 4278 4293 4333 0027 0058 0173 0240 0321 0371 0422 0538 0570 0763
4356 4416 4440 4536 4568 4685 4784 4896 5380 5407 0842 0863 0864 1054 1094 1215 1406 1461 1473 1902
5677 5686 5801 6116 6217 6349 6457 6493 6495 6753 1934 2015 2178 2180 2206 2233 2262 2330 2345 2356
6882 6908 6948 6990 7020 7032 7057 7111 7159 7223 2510 2528 2541 2572 2599 2781 3115 3191 3240 3297
7272 7331 7354 7430 7534 7539 7664 7695 7811 7870 3308 3357 3526 3592 3812 4007 4104 4174 4220 4278
7954 7984 8047 8167 8363 8569 8670 8708 8832 8877 4279 4331 4434 4443 4685 4850 4855 4975 5141 5163
8936 9080 9099 9279 9342 9455 9476 9779 9937 9996 5349 5352 5357 5461 5671 5734 5915 6005 6063 6064
Issued by: 6399 6410 6541 6709 6921 7064 7089 7227 7238 7314
The Director, Nagaland State Lotteries, Kohima, Nagaland. 7376 7479 7673 7700 7826 7897 7956 7984 8015 8163
For Results, please visit: www.nagalandlotteries.com 8214 8788 8860 8945 9341 9344 9484 9656 9706 9723

KINDLY CHECK THE RESULTS WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE.

MIZORAM STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR OSTRICH MORNING
Draw No:48 DrawDate on:14/07/17

1st Prize Rs.50 Lakhs/- 91C 73381
    (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 73381 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
13773 17633 21204 30216 39428
48047 49886 62365 90489 98141
3rd Prize  Rs.9000/-
06528 12791 28632 30656 49249
49769 51319 67513 68883 73518
4th Prize Rs.1000/-
0874 1154 2462 2681 2746 2916 5448 7622 8250 8493
5th Prize Rs.600/-
0666 1011 1186 1216 2364 4044 7202 7784 9009 9037
6th Prize Rs.250/-
0018 0427 0542 0608 0697 0698 0972 1108 1122 1282
1320 1342 1364 1368 1557 1595 1690 1757 1912 1967
2214 2332 2344 2397 2428 2509 2695 2737 2882 2933
2973 3163 3193 3197 3208 3214 3777 4088 4271 4404
4406 4438 4444 4549 4912 5020 5155 5228 5384 5647
5773 5796 5885 5956 6074 6137 6181 6264 6439 6497
6597 6950 6965 7153 7243 7322 7518 7580 7609 7703
7746 7766 7786 7956 8018 8021 8090 8138 8145 8155
8170 8209 8210 8339 8346 8572 8618 8670 8773 8819
8970 9056 9235 9260 9402 9420 9559 9699 9729 9747
Issued by: 
The Director, Mizoram State Lotteries,
For results please visit: www.mizoramlotteries.com

SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR BENEFIT

Draw No:52 DrawDate on:14/07/17
1st Prize Rs.50 Lakhs/- 76A 00588
(Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 00588 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
01906 04268 14751 17573 21545
33119 57953 62208 63225 95996
3rd Prize  Rs.9000/-
00063 00705 01056 04818 33695
49288 61557 61637 63477 68018
4th Prize Rs.1000/-
0955 1508 3399 3944 6175 6872 8302 8323 9043 9309
5th Prize Rs.600/-
3344 3382 3386 4835 4971 7551 7738 7763 9198 9873
6th Prize Rs.250/-
0025 0271 0306 0641 0707 0801 0875 1072 1134 1285
1614 1644 1693 1827 1924 1926 1955 1978 1983 2004
2092 2121 2133 2186 2255 2420 2487 2542 2551 2566
2639 2836 2931 3279 3443 3509 3607 3610 3654 3770
3922 3950 3967 4008 4220 4260 4539 4683 4708 4720
4748 4987 5098 5111 5148 5302 5315 5432 5435 5600
5874 5986 6012 6143 6211 6268 6275 6486 6519 6525
6546 6633 6831 6870 7051 7124 7195 7223 7333 7635
7715 7820 8223 8346 8511 8596 8612 8848 8963 9107
9112 9190 9337 9360 9385 9529 9675 9962 9965 9976
Issued by:
The Director, Sikkim State Lotteries,Gangtok
please visit: www.sikkimlotteries.com

S  [C ], J  14 
[AFP]: China’s Nobel laure-
ate Liu Xiaobo died after los-
ing his battle with terminal 
cancer, remaining in custody 
under guard in hospital until 
his last breath as Beijing faced 
a wave of criticism over its 
treatment of the Tiananmen 
Square protest veteran.

China bears a “heavy re-
sponsibility” for the death 
of Liu, the Nobel Committee 
said yesterday, less than two 
months after the 61-year-old 
was transferred to hospital 
from prison.

International human 
rights groups, Western gov-
ernments and Chinese activ-
ists had urged authorities to 
free Liu and grant his inal 
wish to be treated abroad.

German Chancellor Angel 
Merkel hailed Liu as a “cou-
rageous ighter for human 
rights”, while British Foreign 
Secretary Boris Johnson said 
it was “wrong” China did not 
allow Liu to travel overseas 
for treatment.

US Secretary of State Rex 
Tillerson called on China to 
free Liu’s widow, who has 
been under house arrest since 
2010 but was allowed to be at 
the hospital as he said his i-
nal goodbye.

Liu’s death puts China in 
dubious company as he be-
came the irst Nobel Peace 
Prize laureate to die in custo-
dy since German paci ist Carl 

von Ossietzky in 1938, who 
had been held by the Nazis.

The Nobel Committee 
said in a statement: “We ind 
it deeply disturbing that Liu 
Xiaobo was not transferred 
to a facility where he could 
receive adequate medical 
treatment before he became 
terminally ill.”

It added: “The Chinese gov-
ernment bears a heavy respon-
sibility for his premature death.

However, even as Germany 
called him a “hero” of democ-
racy and voiced “regret” that 
China brushed off its offer to 
host Liu, US President Donald 
Trump and his French coun-
terpart Emmanuel Macron 

offered praise for China’s Xi 
Jinping at a press conference 
yesterday in Paris, avoiding 
comment over Liu’s death.

UN Secretary-General Anto-
nio Guterres said he was “deep-
ly saddened” but refrained 
from criticising China for refus-
ing to allow the Nobel laureate 
to receive treatment abroad.

The legal bureau in the 
northeastern city of Shenyang 
said on its website that Liu 
succumbed to multiple organ 
failure, three days after be-
ing taken into intensive care 
at the First Hospital of China 
Medical University.

His family was by his side 
and he said goodbye to his 

wife, the poet Liu Xia, and in 
his inal moments told her to 
“live well”, his main doctor 
said at a news conference.

The bespectacled writer’s 
death silences a government 
critic who had been a thorn 
in the side of the authorities 
for decades and who became 
a symbol of Beijing’s growing 
crackdown on dissenting voices.

Liu was detained in 2008 
after calling for democratic 
reforms and he was sentenced 
to 11 years in prison for “sub-
version” a year later.

He was represented by 
an empty chair at the Nobel 
Peace Prize ceremony in Oslo 
in 2010.

International human 
rights groups, Western gov-
ernments and local activists 
had urged authorities to free 
Liu and grant his inal wish to 
be treated abroad.

China’s foreign ministry 
repeatedly said other coun-
tries should not interfere in 
its internal affairs, using the 
same line on Thursday before 
Liu’s death was announced.

“The Chinese govern-
ment’s arrogance, cruelty, and 
callousness are shocking - but 
Liu’s struggle for a rights- 
respecting, democratic Chi-
na will live on,” said Human 
Rights Watch’s China director 
Sophie Richardson.

Germany had offered to 
host Liu as recently as Wednes-
day, calling for a “signal of hu-
manity” from Beijing. The Unit-
ed States and Taiwan were also 
willing to take him in.

“Tonight we, together 
with all those concerned with 
human rights in China, are 
feeling deep sorrow over Mr 
Liu Xiaobo’s death,” Taiwan’s 
President Tsai Ing-wen said.

Liu’s Chinese doctors 
had said he was not healthy 
enough to be sent abroad for 
treatment, a position con-
tradicted by US and German 
medical experts invited by the 
hospital to examine Liu’s con-
dition last weekend.

But Liu Yunpeng, the hos-
pital’s head of internal medi-
cine, said Thursday that the 

writer’s condition abruptly 
deteriorated after the foreign 
doctors requested an assess-
ment to determine if he could 
travel.

“The danger (of travelling) 
was extremely great,” doctor 
Liu said.

Rights groups accused 
authorities of manipulating 
information about his health 
and refusing to let him leave 
because they were afraid he 
would use the freedom to 
denounce China’s one-party 
Communist regime.

Liu was arrested nine 
years ago after co-writing 
Charter 08, a bold petition that 
called for the protection of ba-
sic human rights and reform of 
China’s political system.

During the Tiananmen 
Square protests in Beijing, 
he helped negotiate the safe 
exit of thousands of student 
demonstrators on the night of 
June 3-4, 1989 when the mil-
itary bloodily suppressed six 
weeks of protests.

Fellow activists and family 
friends were in mourning.

“I’m sorry, Xiaobo. I’m sor-
ry. We put forth our greatest 
effort, but we could not win 
your freedom while you were 
still living,” Beijing-based ac-
tivist Hu Jia said on Twitter.

“But we will continue 
ighting for freedom for your 

love Liu Xia. The world is sor-
rowful. Your unful illed wish 
is our mission.”

Beijing faces backlash after dissident Liu Xiaobo dies in

U  N , J  13 
[PTI]: UN chief Antonio 
Guterres has reiterated 
the need for India and 
Pakistan to ind a peace-
ful solution to the Kash-
mir issue through en-
gagement and dialogue, 
his spokesperson said.

Guterres’ spokesman 
Stephane Dujarric’s re-
marks came when he 
was asked if the Secre-
tary-General is paying at-
tention to the situation in 
the region or “we are just 
waiting for some sort of 
big tragedy to occur for 
the Secretary-General to 
take attention.”

“...we reiterate the 
need for the parties to 
ind a peaceful solution 

through engagement and 
dialogue,” Dujarric said 
at a daily press brie ing 
here yesterday.

He said that “in 
terms of paying atten-
tion, I think the Secre-
tary-General answered 
in his own words that 
question during the 
press conference.”

Dujarric was refer-
ring to Guterres’ first 
press conference at the 

world body s headquar-
ters in June when he 
was asked whether he 
is engaged in bringing 
about dialogue between 
India and Pakistan to 
resolve the Kashmir 
dispute.

“Why do you think 
I met three times the 
Prime Minister of Paki-
stan and two times the 
Prime Minister of India,” 
Guterres had said.

Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi and Gu-
terres had met in St Pe-
tersburg earlier in June 

on the sidelines of the 
St Petersburg Interna-
tional Economic Forum. 
During the meeting, 
Modi had stressed on 
multilateralism to ad-
dress global challenges 
such as terrorism.

Pakistan Prime Min-
ister Nawaz Sharif and 
the UN chief had met 
on the sidelines of the 
World Economic Forum 
at Davos in January and 
in Astana in June on the 
sidelines of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisa-
tion (SCO) summit.

India, Pak should resolve Kashmir
issue through talks:UN chief

C , J  14 (PTI): A special 
UN rapporteur today criticised 
Sri Lanka for its “painfully slow” 
reconciliation process with the 
minority Tamils and expressed 
concern over the “virtual halt” in 
the implementation of the UNHRC 
resolution on rights accountability.

Concluding his four-day visit to 
Sri Lanka to assess its progress in 
transitional justice at the end of the 
separatist campaign by the LTTE, 
special rapporteur on human rights 
and counter-terrorism Ben Em-
merson described the island nation 
as one of the worst countries for 
the practice of torture.

“Despite the shocking prev-
alence of the practice of torture, 
there is a lack of effective investi-
gations,” he said airing his displea-
sure over the Prevention of Terror-
ism Act (PTA).

The PTA has been criticised by 
Tamil and rights activists as it al-
lows inde inite detention of people 
without charges.

During the over three-decade 
armed campaign by the Liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam, many rebels 
were held under the PTA.

Referring to a UN Human 
Rights Council resolution on rights 
accountability, Emmerson said 
“progress in achieving the key 
goals set out in in the resolution 

is not only slow but seems to have 
ground to a virtual halt”.

The resolution calls on the 
UNHRC to continue to assess prog-
ress on the implementation of its 
recommendations and other pro-
cesses related to reconciliation, 
accountability and human rights 
in Sri Lanka.

Sri Lanka was granted 18 
months by the UNHRC resolution 
in October 2015 to initiate a cred-
ible investigation into the abuses 
committed during the civil war 
with the LTTE. It has sought more 
time to deliver on the accountabil-
ity mechanism.

Emmerson said Sri Lanka has 
already spent four months of the 
two-year extension to implement 
the resolution. “But very little 

progress has been shown.”
He said Sri Lankan Prime Min-

ister Ranil Wickremesinghe and 
the country’s Army chief Mahesh 
Senanayake have both assured him 
of continued measures for transi-
tional justice.

According to the special UN 
rapporteur, 81 people were cur-
rently held under the PTA, 70 of 
them have been in detention with-
out a trial for over ive years and 
more than 12 had been without 
trial for over 10 years.

He said the PTA impacted the 
minority Tamil community and 
urged the government “not to allow 
the transitional justice process to 
be diverted by retrograde elements 
in the security establishment and 
their allies in the government.”

China warns 
Botswana 
against Dalai 
Lama visit
KJM VARMA
B , J  14 (PTI): 
China today warned Bo-
tswana against hosting 
Tibetan spiritual leader 
the Dalai Lama and facil-
itate a meeting with its 
President next month, 
saying the African nation 
should “respect” Bei-
jing’s core concerns.

The 82-year-old ex-
iled Tibetan leader is due 
to make a public address 
at the three-day “Mind 
and Life Dialogue” con-
ference in Gaborone on 
August 19 and is set to 
meet Botswana Presi-
dent Ian Khama.

“The Dalai Lama is in 
political exile and long 
engaged in ant-China sep-
aratist activities and at-
tempt to separate Xizang 
(Chinese name for Tibet) 
from China under the pre-
text of religion,” Chinese 
Foreign Ministry spokes-
man, Geng Shuang told a 
media brie ing here.

“Chinese side irmly 
opposes the Dalai Lama 
engaging in anti-China 
separatist activities in any 
capacity or any name.

China irmly oppos-
es him keeping any con-
tact with of icials of any 
country,” he said.

Apparently referring 
to Botswana’s de iance to 
invite the Tibetan spiri-
tual leader disregarding 
the warnings by Beijing, 
Geng said “hope the rel-
evant country would re-
spect the core interests 
and concerns of China”.

Meanwhile, reports 
from Gaborone said Bo-
tswana is going ahead 
with the visit of the Dalai 
Lama next month despite 
opposition from Beijing. 
Botswanan of icials also 
said President Khama 
will meet him.

Last year, South Afri-
ca declined to issue visa 
Dalai Lama following 
pressure from China.

China has lodged pro-
test with India in April 
this year over the Dalai 
Lama’s visit to Arunachal 
Pradesh, which China 
considers as part of Tibet.

UN rapporteur unhappy over Lanka’s
reconciliation progress
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EtCETERA

A R C T I C   C I R C L E  - HALLATT

B A B Y   B L U E S  - KIRKMAN & SCOTT

L O C K H O R N S  - HOEST & REINER

ARIES: Many of your personal goals 
have either been met or are in prog-
ress, Aries, and you’re feeling exhil-
arated. However, people around you 
might have their hands out. You may 
be asked to contribute to charities or 
make personal loans to people you 
don’t know well. You want to help 
whenever you can, but be discriminat-
ing about whom you help now. Some 
may be less than trustworthy.
TAURUS: Confi rmation of profes-
sional success could come your way, 
Taurus, and you’re probably feeling 
excited and motivated to keep push-
ing. But you may fi nd that increased 
responsibilities interfere with your 
social life. You wonder if friends have 
forgotten you. They haven’t, but it will 

make you feel better if you squeeze 
in a few hours for your friends each 
week. Remember what they say about 
all work and no play.
GEMINI: Success on all levels is 
fi lling your life and making you feel 
absolutely wonderful, Gemini. The 
downside of this is that you might 
be a little too conscientious. Are you 
putting in a lot of extra hours? Be dis-
criminating about this and don’t work 
harder than necessary. You could get 
stressed to the point of taxing your 
strength too much, and that won’t help 
you. Pace yourself.
CANCER: Hard work, enthusiasm, 
and dedication are now paying off  fi -
nancially, Cancer. New opportunities 
are opening up to profi tably make use 

of your artistic side. The downside is 
that you might be working so hard that 
you’re too drained to be creative even 
though the inspiration is there. Take 
a moment to rework your schedule 
to accomplish the most in the least 
amount of time. You can do it.
LEO: People close to you might be a 
bit worried about you, Leo. Too much 
work and socializing might have you 
feeling less than your usual self, and 
perhaps even a little feverish and 
headachy. If so, this is a good day to 
take time out, stay home, and rest. 
Don’t worry about sabotaging your 
success. It will continue. Take a break 
and your body will reward you with 
greater clarity and concentration.
VIRGO: All continues to go well 

professionally, Virgo. You’re feel-
ing physically strong and vigorous. 
Mentally, however, you might be a bit 
vague. You may be easily distracted 
and not as sharp as usual. This isn’t a 
good day to start a new project. Try to 
concentrate on fi nishing old tasks and 
tying up loose ends. You should be 
ready to go again in a couple of days.
LIBRA: The high from your recent 
successes could make you want to 
purchase luxury items that you used to 
think were impractical, Libra. This is 
fi ne as long as you’re discriminating 
and don’t give in to impulse buying. 
This also isn’t a good time to overin-
dulge in food or drink. You should let 
yourself enjoy your success while still 
using common sense.

SCORPIO: You could be on a real 
emotional high today because of your 
success and that of other household 
members, Scorpio. Your mind may be 
buzzing with ideas for future expan-
sion, some of which may not be all 
that workable. However, you should 
allow yourself a few fl ights of fancy. 
Tomorrow your feet will be back on 
the ground and you will see things in a 
more practical light.
SAGITTARIUS: Today may prove to 
be one of your busiest in a long time, 
Sagittarius. The promise of continuing 
success in your personal and profes-
sional goals could fi nd you spending 
a lot of time on the phone, writing 
emails, or making a few short trips 
around the community. You might not 

be able to reach everyone you need to 
see. Don’t worry. Be persistent and 
you will reach them eventually.
CAPRICORN: Business and fi nan-
cial success makes you happy and 
satisfi ed, Capricorn. You also look 
forward to moving on. The downside 
of this fl ush period is that people who 
aren’t particularly trustworthy might 
decide to latch onto your coattails 
for their own purposes. Some might 
even ask for loans. Be careful about 
the ones you assist. They might not be 
honest with you. Don’t fall for any sob 
stories.
AQUARIUS: As your professional 
dreams unfold, Aquarius, you may 
worry about the downside. First, 
there are new responsibilities that 

you might doubt your ability to fulfi ll. 
Second, you might be catapulted into 
an uncomfortable new realm of offi  ce 
politics. Don’t let these matters put a 
damper on your enthusiasm. You have 
what it takes to fulfi ll the fi rst concern 
and the wisdom to avoid the second. 
Onward and upward.
PISCES: Recent spiritual break-
throughs might have you feeling both 
exhilarated and downcast, Pisces. 
Your sensitive side tells you that this 
is a defi nite step forward on your spir-
itual path, but the logical side might 
cause you to doubt its reality. Take 
comfort in the fact that reality is rela-
tive and that what you’re sensing is at 
least valid for you. Then keep moving 
ahead.
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15TH JULY
WORLD HISTORY
1099: First Crusaders cap-
tured and plundered Jeru-
salem. 
1662: Charles II, King of 
England Chartered Royal 
Society in London.
1840: England, Russia, 
Austria and Prussia signed 
Quadruple Alliance.
1904:  In Los-Angeles, the 
first Buddhist Temple of 
the United States was es-
tablished.
1912: British National 
Health Insurance came 
into force. 
1923: After the First World 
War, Italian Parliament ac-
cepted a new Constitution. 

INDIAN HISTORY
1902: Ranjitsinji, often 
known as Ranji, was the 
ruler of the Indian prince-
ly state of Nawanagar from 
1907 to 1933. He was 

also a noted Test cricket-
er who played for the En-
glish cricket team. On this 
day, while playing county 
cricket he scored 180 be-
fore lunch for Sussex vers-
es Surrey. In his name a 
domestic first-class cricket 
championship Ranji Tro-
phy is played in India be-
tween teams representing 
regional cricket associa-
tions. 
1955: Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru, India’s first Prime 
Minister, was awarded 
with the Bharat Ratna (In-
dia’s highest civilian hon-
our) by then President Ra-
jendra Prasad.
1997: Mahesh Chandra 
Mehta, environmental 
activist, won the Ramon 
Magsaysay Award.

review!!!

Dr. RAJEN UPADHYAY
Assistant Professor in History, 

Namchi Govt. College

WHEN HARRY MET HARRY! The Prince of Wales (right) joined Dunkirk veterans 
and stars of Hollywood such as former One Direction star Harry Styles (left) for 
the premiere of the latest Christopher Nolan blockbuster chronicling the desper-
ate World War Two evacuation of British troops.

Ranbir Kapoor and Katrina Kaif’s Jag-
ga Jasoos isn’t satis ied only with 

being an incredible adventure saga. It 
desires to become a comment on social 
evils. Here’s a review by Hindustan-
Times:
Jagga Jasoos
Cast: Ranbir Kapoor, Katrina Kaif, Saswa-
ta Chatterjee
Director: Anurag Basu
Rating: 3.5/5

Anurag Basu has a trust worthy lieu-
tenant in cinematographer Ravi 

Varman. His camera entices you to en-
ter the world of Jagga and once you’re 
there, Basu ensures your stay for a lon-
ger period. Jagga Jasoos is poster per-
fect, beautiful and soothing.

It all begins in Darjeeling where a 
deduction expert man-child Jagga (Ran-
bir Kapoor) lives in a school hostel and 
applies his theories on friends. It’s a ter-
ri ic opening as you get to know about 
his ideas, loneliness and ever wandering 
mind.

Basu goes for a 
musical which, in a 
way, provides Jag-
ga a chance to ditch 
his stammering and go for some vivid-
ly penned ballads. Always longing for 
his missing father Tooti Footi (Saswata 
Chatterjee), Jagga is someone who you 
can immediately like. For all his Tin-
tin-inspired adventures, he is ighting 
inner demons like most of us. A chance 
meeting with a Kolkata-based journalist 
Shruti (Katrina Kaif) pushes him to go 
for the journey of his life that crosses 
through Thailand’s beaches and Moroc-
can desserts.

You remember how it felt while 

reading Roald Dahl or Harry Potter? The 
same happens while watching Jagga Ja-
soos. You are watching the visuals pro-
jected at you, but you’re also imagining 
a different world inspired from them.

Then there are stories that hold 
their ground. After all, here’s a detec-
tive whose introduction song mentions 
Sherlock and Feluda. The aspirations 
are indeed high. Jagga passes the initial 
test as he solves a few local cases.

T h i s makes Basu ambitious 
and prompts him to 
talk about the serious 
issues plaguing the 
world. What initially 

appears like another open and shut case 
snowballs into a world-wide conspira-
cy. This is where Basu begins to waver. 
Larger canvas presents bigger challeng-
es.

Thankfully, he goes for more inter-
esting formations than relying on dia-
logues. Action sequences keep getting 
better structured and amazingly syn-
chronized. Coupled with Pritam’s soul-
ful tunes, they bring in a unique look 
and feel to Jagga Jasoos.

But extra focus to amuse the audi-
ence leaves the chemistry between the 

leads in a lurch. It’s hard to ind anything 
sparkling there.

It’s a fantasy ilm that takes away the 
spotlight pressure from Ranbir Kapoor. 
This also gives him the breather to loat 
around the theme. Basu also lets Kapoor 
interpret the narrative as per his will. As 
a result, he makes his overgrown ama-
teurish detective character believable.

Saswata Chatterjee, better known 
as Bob Biswas of Kahaani, is the cush-
ion around Ranbir’s Jagga. As an ac-
cident-prone father, he can make you 
teary-eyed at times.

As a ilm, Jagga Jasoos isn’t satis ied 
only with being an incredible adventure 
saga. It desires to become a comment on 
social evils. This idea affects the low of 
the ilm in the second half. The stunning 
visuals we behold in the irst half mixes 
up in the stretched story in the second. 
It’s somewhere in the second half, you 
suddenly realise how multi-dimension-
al the story has suddenly become. The 
161-minute duration of the ilm doesn’t 
help either.

Ranbir Kapoor never drops one 
emotion and he is really sincere. He is 
the shining knight of this story, which 
demanded its protagonist to not look 
silly despite being an overgrown adoles-
cent.

But nothing can hide Anurag Basu’s 
authority over Jagga Jasoos. It’s a ilm 
that must have played in his mind thou-
sand times over before he actually start-
ed to shoot.

It’s a cliché, but no other word can 
sum up Jagga Jasoos better: Cinematic. 
Well, that’s it. Jagga Jasoos is the most 
‘cinematic’ ilm you have seen in the re-
cent months. Plunge to never come out 
of the world of Jagga Jasoos.

After Priyanka Chopra, 
Fatima Sana Sheikh, 

Deepika Padukone gets 
TROLLED on Instagram for 
her Vanity Fair magazine 
shoot.

Deepika Padukone’s lat-
est photoshoot has got her 
fans a little too worried. In 
fact, such extreme is the reac-
tion that even we were a little 
taken aback on reading some 
of these comments. The ac-
tress is being skinny shamed 
on Instagram. Many of her 
followers are upset with the 
actress’ lean looks. Some of 
the comments are genuine 
concerns of fans, others a 
hilarious and some utterly 
insensitive. There were some 
who felt that the actress is 
starving, others who quipped 
that she is still not over the 
split with her ex-boyfriend 
Ranbir Kapoor.

Deepika shot for a jewel-
lery edition of Vanity Fair re-
cently and most of the clicks 
from this photoshoot were 
impressive. However, this 
new pic of Deepika in which 
her look comprises of a black 
slip on dress, diamond jewel-
lery and smokey eyes has not 
gone down too well with her 
social media followers. The 
Padmavati actress’ sullen 
mood doesn’t add much to 
this pic, but netizens can go 
a little overboard sometimes 
you see.

However, there were 
some others who stood by 
the actress and felt that 
Deepika looked gorgeous as 
ever.

Well this is not the irst 
time Deepika has faced the 
wrath of trolls and she is not 
the only one. Sometime ago 
she faced wrath of online bug 
who poked fun at another 
photoshoot of hers, where 
she sported white bikini 
shorts that was called dia-
pers by some. Trolls had fun 
at her expense.

But looks like people have 
become intolerant of any 
and everything, body type, 
opinions, choice of clothes. 
In fact, recently even Pri-
yanka Chopra was criticised 
for her fashion choice when 
she posted a picture of her 
chance encounter with PM 
Narendra Modi in Berlin. 
Humour this, while Priyan-
ka was trolled for wearing 
a skirt, Soha Ali Khan was 
trolled for wearing a sa-
ree and Fatima Sana Shaikh 

was ridiculed for wearing a 
swimsuit during the month 

of Ramzan. No country for 
women, looks like.

Deepika Padukone skinny SHAMED on Instagram

trolled

Introducing 
Sir and Rumi 
Carter into 
the world!
Beyoncé debuted her twins in an Ins-

tagram post on her twins’ 1-month 
birthdays. The Grammy winning artist 

shared a photo that is similarly styled to 
her pregnancy announcement earlier this 
year, complete with a loral crown and 
lace underwear, while holding her new-
borns in her arms.

Yoncé captioned the shot, “Sir Carter 
and Rumi 1 month today” and used sev-
eral emojis to show her expanded brood.

This marks the very irst time that the 
world has seen Jay-Z and Bey’s twin baby 
girl and boy. The Carter duo was born on 
June 13 in Los Angeles while surrounded 
by close family. Rumi and Sir mark the 
world-famous couple’s third child togeth-
er as they are parents to Blue Ivy Carter, 5.

Congratulations once again to the 
new family of ive!

Ranbir Kapoor, Katrina Kaif’s fairytale
is a treat for sore eyes


