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An important segment of the Indepen-
dence Day function was the presenta-

tion of President’s Police Medals for Meri-
torious Service, State Meritorious Service 
Awards, and Felicitation and Awards to 
State Topper Students in Class XII and Class 
X CBSE Board Examinations.

THE RECIPIENTS OF THE PRESIDENT’S 
POLICE MEDAL FOR MERITORIOUS 
SERVICE ARE AS FOLLOWS:  
1. Shri Sonam Dutche Bhutia, SPS, Deputy 
Superintendent of Police, Crime Branch, Po-
lice Headquarters.
2. Shri Chung Chung Bhutia, Sub-Inspector, 
3rd IRB, Sikkim Police.

THE RECIPIENTS OF THE FIRE 
SERVICE MEDAL FOR MERITORIOUS 
SERVICE ARE AS FOLLOWS:
1. Shri Jangu Sherpa, Assistant Sub-Fire Of i-
cer, Pakyong Fire Station
2. Shri Samser Subba, Assistant Sub-Fire Of-
icer, Gangtok Fire Station

3. Shri Madhusudhan Adhikari, Leading Fire 
Man, Gangtok Fire Station

THE RECIPIENTS OF STATE AWARD 
FOR MERITORIOUS SERVICE ARE:
1. Smt. Doma Chamzo, Superintendent of 
Police, Sikkim Vigilance
2. Smt. Anita Rai, Deputy Director, Tourism 
& Civil Aviation Department
3. Smt. Kabita Moktan, Deputy Director, 
HRDD
4. Shri Kul Bahadur Subba, Assistant Scien-
ti ic Of icer, Science & Technology & Climate 
Change Department
5. Shri Balaram Rai, Police Inspector, Sikkim 
Police
6. Shri Sonam Rinchen Bhutia, Tourist Of i-
cer, Tourism & Civil Aviation Department
7. Shri Phurba Sherpa, Inspector, Food & Civ-
il Supplies & Consumer Affairs Department
8. Shri Dawa Yonzon, Sub-Inspector, Sikkim 
Armed Police, Pangthang
9. Shri Lakpa Tshering Bhutia, LDC, Pension 
Section, Finance Revenue & Expenditure 
Department
10. Ms Phupu Doma Denzongpa, LDC, Land 
Revenue & Disaster Management Department
11. Shri Hari Kumar Chettri, Copy Holder, 
Printing & Stationery Department

12. Shri Phichi Bhutia, Peon, Cultural Affairs 
& Heritage Department

STATE TOPPERS IN CLASS 
XII AND CLASS X CBSE:
1. Mr Dinesh Kumar Chettri, Class XII Hu-
manities, Soreng Senior Secondary School
2. Mr Thinlay Wangchuk Bhutia, Class XII 
Commerce, Tashi Namgyal Senior Second-
ary School
3. Mr Tagtshen Tamang, Class XII Science, 
Soreng Senior Secondary School
4. Mr Sangok Tamang, Class XII Vocational, 
Namthang Senior Secondary School
5. Mr Prabhat Chhetri, Class X State Topper, 
Mukrung Secondary School
 The Chief Minister also released books and 
CDs of various Departments:
1. Release of video documentary on Sikkim 
Organic Mission by the Horticulture & CCD
2. Release of scheme booklet on Chief Minis-
ter’s Start Up Scheme by the Commerce and 
Industries Department
3.     Release of audio CD of folk songs in Lep-
cha, Bhutia and Nepali language by the Cul-
tural Affairs and Heritage Department.

G , 16 A  (IPR): 
The 71st Independence 
Day was celebrated with 
much patriotic fervor 
and enthusiasm here 
at the State level func-
tion at Paljor Stadium in 
Gangtok. Chief Minister, 
Pawan Chamling un-
furled the National Flag 
and took the salute from 
the parade contingents 
comprising of 18 troupes, 
two school bands and 
two Police Bands.

In his address, the 
Chief Minister paid his 
tribute and warmly re-
membered former Chief 
Minister, Nar Bahadur 
Bhandari who passed 
away on July 16, 2017 in 
New Delhi. He also con-
gratulated the new Pres-
ident of India, Ram Nath 
Kovind and the newly 
elected Vice President, 
Venkaiah Naidu.

The Chief Minister 
who chaired the day as 
the chief guest stated 
that, “Sikkim of today 
stands tall in India be-

cause of the collective 
efforts of the public and 
the State government 
and this legacy of rapid 
development and pride 
should be carried for-
ward together.” 

He also highlight-
ed the developmental 
achievements of Sikkim 
in various sectors and the 
steps taken by the gov-
ernment to further the 
achievements of the state.

Mr Chamling in his 
address said that in the 
last 23 years the state 
had achieved success 
in diverse sectors on an 
unprecedented scale. Be 
it in education, health, 
rural development, ag-
riculture, horticulture, 
hydro-power generation, 
tourism, environmen-
tal conservation, wom-
en empowerment and 
Panchayati Raj, the state 
had created history and 
set new benchmarks in 
terms of infrastructure 
expansion, quality and 
delivery mechanism. 

On the matter of Sik-
kim Subject Certi icate 
(SSC)/Certi icate of Iden-
ti ication (CoI), he in-
formed that the present 
Government has always 
upheld the sanctity of this 
document and has always 
acted as per the direc-
tions of the High Court in 
this regard. He also ap-
pealed to the Sikkimese 
people not to pay heed 
to rumours on Sikkim’s 
merger with Darjeeling, 
which he emphatically 
underlined, would never 
happen under the present 
Government.

At the end he congrat-
ulated all the Sikkimese 
people for their contribu-
tion in peaceful co-exis-
tence and their environ-
ment friendly living. At 
the same time he called 
upon the people of the 
state to promote peace 
and eco-friendly life.

Two books pertaining 
to RMDD were also re-
leased which was ‘Com-

Public felicitations for public servants

STATE-LEVEL 71ST INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION AT PALJOR STADIUM

“Sikkim-Darj merger will never
happen”- Chamling

SUMMIT REPORT
MANGAN, 16 AUG:

In a function organised 
at District Hospital in 

Mangan, Minister of For-
est, Environment & Wild-
life Management Depart-
ment, Tshering Wangdi 
Lepcha, inaugurated and 
commissioned the new 
ultrasound machine at 
the Hospital, a press re-
lease informs.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Mr Lepcha thanked 
the NHPC Stage IV Power 
Project for providing the 
funds under its Corpo-
rate Social Responsibility 
and also applauded the 

efforts of the North Dis-
trict Administration.

Chief Medical Of i-
cer-North, Dr Baroon Sub-
ba, expressed gratitude 
to FE&WMD Minister, Mr 
Lepcha, District Collec-
tor-North, Karma Bonpo, 
and Chief Engineer-NHPC 
Stage IV, Ramesh Mukh-
iya, for procuring the ul-
trasound machine. He 
expressed happiness that 
henceforth for all prenatal 
cases, the public will not 
have to go to Gangtok which 
is tiresome and expensive.

He added that the ma-
chine will be used specif-
ically for prenatal cases 

only and will be operated 
by Sonologist, Dr Akitla, 
posted at the hospital. In 
future, a mechanism will 
be worked out whereby 
a Radiologist from Gang-
tok will be deputed at 
certain regular intervals 
for the diagnosis of other 
ailments, he added.

It may be mentioned 
here that the ultrasound 
machine has been manu-
factured by Philips Com-
pany and has capability 
of 3D/4D imaging. It will 
be immediately put to use 
and patients will be able 
to avail its services free of 
charge at the Hospital. 

Mangan Hospital gets
ultrasound machine

Rape 
accused 
Advisor 
removed
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 16 A : 

The State Government 
today removed taint-

ed Advisor to the Sports 
& Youth Affairs Depart-
ment, Suman Tiwari, 
from his post. He, it may 
be recalled, was arrested 
last week, accused of the 
rape of minor girl. 

His removal came by 
way of a Sports & Youth 
Affairs Department noti-
ication circulated today. 

Meanwhile, Bhim Lakhey, 
has been appointed Ad-
visor to Department of 
Youths & Sports Affairs 
with immediate effect in 
his stead.
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SUMMIT REPORT
N , 16 A : 

The 71st Indepen-
dence Day of the 

country was celebrated 
in South district at Sin-
ghithang ground with 
Welfare Minister, Tulsi 
Devi Rai as chief guest. 

The program was 
marked by colourful 
band display by Namchi 
Girls Senior Secondary 
School and various cul-
tural performances by 
different schools and col-
leges. In, the march past 
competition Tendong Ed-
ucational Institute was 
named as the all rounder 
march past contingent. 

Namchi Public School 
and Namchi Senior Sec-
ondary School was con-
ferred with best march 
past contingent in girls’ 
and the boys’ catego-
ries, respectively. The 
chief guest also handed 
Simran Memorial Trust 
Award with a cash prize 
of Rs. 50,000 to Abhishek 
Rathi from Jorethang Se-
nior Secondary School 
who was the class XII dis-
trict topper. 

Ms. Rai also pre-
sented motor bikes to 
traf ic police and spe-

cial branch, Namchi the 
bikes have been provid-
ed by Aurochem Phar-
maceutical in collabora-
tion with South District 
Administration.

The inal match of 
South District football 
tournament, organized 
by South District Foot-
ball Association Namchi 
(SDFA) also conclud-
ed on Tuesday. Namchi 
Sports Hostel won the 
tournament after defeat-
ing North Sikkim Foot-
ball Academy in a penalty 
shoot-out scoring 3-0. 

Nim Pintso Lepcha 
of Namchi Sports Hostel 

was named as the Man of 
the Match, the chief guest 
gave the trophies and 
cash prizes to the winner 
and the runners up team.

Earlier, DC (South), 
Raj Yadav and ADC (Dev), 
Benu Gurung read out 
the 71st Independence 
Day message to the gath-
ering from the Governor 
and the Chief Minister, 
respectively.

Independence Day 
was also celebrated at 
Jorethang where Health 
Minister, AK Ghatani 
was present as the chief 
guest. The program was 
also marked by felicita-

tion of 16 government 
employees under Jore-
thang sub-division for 
their dedication towards 
service. 

IRB Pipalay Comman-
dant, Pravin Gurung was 
also felicitated on the 
occasion for providing 
support towards I-Day 
ceremonial parade. Oth-
er highlights of the day 
were pipe band display 
of Jorethang Senior Sec-
ondary School besides 
drill display, march past 
and cultural competi-
tions between various 
schools under the Zoom 
Salghari constituency. 

NCC (Boys) Govern-
ment Secondary School 
Jorethang was adjudged 
the Best Platoon in the 
senior category for I- Day 
2017 while Little Angel 
School was declared the 
Best Platoon in the junior 
category. Netra Pradhan, 
Jogchen Gurung, Mehtab 
Alam and Shreya Prad-
han were adjudged the 
Best Cadet, Best Platoon 
Commander, Best Com-
mander (Boys) and Best 
Commander (Girls) cate-
gories, respectively. Like-
wise, Jorethang SSS, Nabil 
Montessori and St. Fran-
cis stood irst, second and 
third respectively in the 
drill display competition.

 The day also saw the 
inals of the Jorethang 4th 

MLA Challenge Cup 2017 
between Sports Hostel 
Namchi and SS Pipaley 
FC wherein the latter 
emerged victorious with 
a score of 1-0. The win-
ners walked away with a 
cash prize amounting to 
Rs. 80,000 and winner’s 
trophy and certi icates. 
Sikkim Police also won 
the irst Tug-O-Warriors 
Championship 2017 
against Muscle Hut Gym 
team.

I-Day celebration in South

N , 16 A  [IPR]: During the 71st 
Independence Day celebration of South 
district held at Singithang ground, 
awards were conferred to Best Employ-
ees, Best Government Institutions, Best 
Schools of the district. Chief guest, Wel-
fare Minister, Tulsi Devi Rai presented 
the awards to the recipients.

The ‘Star of South District award’ 
was conferred on SP East, Tenzing 
Loden Lepcha for his initiative ‘Mission 
Jyoti – A lame of fearlessness’ and var-
ious other achievements while he was 
SP South. 

The award was also conferred on 
DE, WR&RDD, Rinzing Dorjee Gyaltsen 
for his efforts to beautify Namchi, Jore-
thang and Melli Bazaar including Green 
Park in Jorethang and his fair and 
transparent work. Vishal Mukhia (DPM, 
NERLP) was presented the award for 
diligently uplifting the various Self Help 
Groups in South Sikkim. 

Similarly, JD, AHLF&VS Ms. Tilota-
ma Bajgai has been honoured for her 
relentless service in elevating Animal 
Husbandry Department and also in-
creasing the activities of AH&VS in 
collaboration with SARAH.  President, 
Drishti NGO, Passang Tshering Bhutia 
for his endeavour in providing guid-
ance and assisting the District Admin-
istration in projects relating to Child 
Line, Manjusha and in imparting vari-
ous kinds of legal aid.

The recipients of the Best Of icers 
award are Dr. Basant Ramudamu (Vet-
erinary Of icer), Dr. Karma Chaden 
Bhutia (Sr. Medical Of icer), Jagat 
Thapa (Divisional Engineer), P. K. Rai 
(SDM, Yangang), Prem Kumar Subba 
(BDO), Rajeev Rai (District Informat-
ics Of ice, NIC), Rajiv Rai ( MEO), Sunil 
Kumar Mothay (DPO), Tara Rai (Assis-
tant Engineer), Bharti Basnett (Dy. Dec 
SJE&WD). 

The chief guest also presented 

the Best Employee Awards depart-
ment-wise alongside felicitation of stu-
dents from class 10 and 12.

The three best Primary Health Sub 
Center (PHSC) were Maniram-Bhan-
jyang PHSC in Namchi, Lingmoo PHSC 
in Yangang and Tingley PHSC in To-
kal-Bermiok PHSC. These PHSCs re-
ceived citation and cash prize of Rs 
20,000, Rs 15,000 and Rs 10,000 spon-
sored by South District Zilla Panchayat 
Of ice.

With regards to the best Integrated 
Child Development Services (ICDS), the 
irst position went to Daragaon ICDS 

from Jorethang. The second and the 
third position in this category went to 
Lower Samrok ICDS from Yangang and 
Panchgharey ICDS from Melli. These 
ICDS centres were also provided with 
citation and cash prize of Rs 20,000, 
Rs 15,000 and Rs 10,000 sponsored by 
Health Department, South.

The best school award was bagged 
by Government Lingmoo Senior Sec-
ondary School, followed by Govern-
ment Phong Secondary School and 
Government Temi Senior Secondary 
School in second and third position, re-
spectively. They were given citation and 
cash prize of Rs 31,000, Rs 21,000 and 
Rs 11,000 respectively sponsored by 
HRDD, South.

South District Awards on I-Day

Body 
retrieved
G , 16 A :

The body of one 
50-year-old male 

hailing from Lower 
Mukrung in West Sik-
kim was found in Kalez 
Khola on 15 Aug. The 
deceased had report-
edly been missing from 
his residence since 14 
Aug. The case is under 
investigation.

SPCC 
celebrates 
71st I-Day
G , 16 A : Sik-
kim Pradesh Congress 
Committee celebrated 
the 71st Independence 
Day at its head-of ice in 
Tadong on Tuesday. The 
party president, Bharat 
Basnet, hoisted the na-
tional lag which was 
followed by singing of 
the national anthem and 
offering of garlands to 
the portrait of Mahatma 
Gandhi.

The celebration was 
attended by SPCC mem-
bers along with of ice 
bearers and members 
of Mahila, Yuwa and 
Sewa Dal wings and par-
ty workers, informs an 
SPCC press release.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 16 A :

A meeting of Bharati-
ya Janta Party, Sik-

kim Pradesh was held at 
Golitar in Singtam, East 
Sikkim today. The meet-
ing was attended by the 
state president, DB Chau-
han, sangathan mantri, 
Panchanan Rawat, and 
other working commit-
tee members and party 
workers.

A BJP press release 
informs that the meet-
ing strongly condemned 
the statement of the BJP 
state unit worker, Padam 
Sharma, on Sikkim-Dar-
jeeling merger. The meet-
ing decided that BJP will 
not allow the attack and 
dilution of Sikkim’s exis-
tence and will not allow 
the merger at any cost. 
The meeting has decided 
to take strict disciplinary 

action against Mr Sharma 
by expelling him from the 
party, the release informs.

Meanwhile, the party 
president congratulat-
ed the party workers for 
successfully organizing 
various programmes on 
the occasion of the Inde-
pendence Day. He also ap-
pealed to BJP members to 
work hard for the success 
of the ongoing Triranga 
Yatra from 09-30 Aug.

BJP Sikkim to expel
Padam Sharma 

G , 16 A  
(IPR):  The 71st Inde-
pendence Day was cele-
brated in a grand manner 
by the people of Gyalsh-
ing and surrounding ar-
eas at Kyongsa Ground, 
Gyalshing on Tuesday. 
The programme had 
MLA Rinchenpong, KS 
Lepcha as chief guest.

The Independence 
Day message of the 
Governor was read by 
DC West, Kapil Meena 
while the Chief Minis-
ter’s message was read 
by ADC West, Hondala 
Gyaltshen.  

Six Government Of i-
cials were felicitated by 
the Gyalshing Municipal 
Council for their services. 
The felicitated of icials 
were ADC [LR&DD], Hon-
dala Gyaltshen; DC [PHC], 
Sonam Gyatso Bhutia; 
Principal In-charge [Sa-
kyong Sr. Sec. School], 

BB Rai; ADC [RMDD], 
Surat Gurung; MD [Dis-
trict Hospital Gyalshing], 
Dr. Yogesh Ghimirey; JD 
[Horticulture Depart-
ment], Rajendra Prasad 
Thapa. 

The program con-
cluded with the distribu-
tion of awards to the win-

ners of the Open Football 
Tournament where the 
Jankalyan Samaj, Nay-
abasti emerged as the 
Men’s Football winners 
after defeating the Po-
lice Department in a tie 
breaker 4-1. 

The day also had 
Women’s Football exhibi-

tion match in which Dis-
trict Administrative Cen-
tre won against North 
East Rural Livelihood 
Project (NERLP) with a 
score of 3-1. 

The day also wit-
nessed cultural extrav-
aganza performed by 
school students.

I-Day in West Sikkim

M , 16 A  (IPR):  
The country’s 71st Inde-
pendence Day was cel-
ebrated here at Mangan 
with Forest Minister cum 
MLA Lachen Mangan 
Constituency, Tshering 
Wangdi Lepcha as chief 
guest.

The commandant 
Sonam Dorjee Lachenpa 
[S.I Sikkim Police] bril-
liantly commanded sev-
en contingents of Parade 
groups which included 
three school pipe and 
bagpiper bands.

District Collector, 
Karma R. Bonpo read 
out the message of the 
Governor and SDM Man-
gan, P.W Lepcha read out 
the message of the Chief 
Minister.

In his address, Min-
ister, Mr Lepcha spoke 
about the freedom move-
ment and achievements 
of the State. Later in 
his speech, he said that 
during this tourist sea-
son lakhs of tourists can-
celled their bookings in 
Sikkim due to the unrest 
in Darjeeling. He reiter-
ated that Sikkim wants 
the matter resolved, but 
merger of Darjeeling to 
Sikkim is out of question 
and will never happen. 

During the pro-
gramme, several Awards 

were conferred by the 
North District Admin-
istration. Best service 
award under the District 
Administration was con-
ferred to Sonam Top-
gay Bhutia, Best teacher 
award was conferred to 
Karma Pansy. 

Certi icate of Appre-
ciation was conferred 
to Sonam Lhaden La-
chungpa, Naytuk Lepcha, 
Sonam Palden Bhutia, So-
nam Pintso Bhutia, Kar-
ma Lhendup Lachungpa, 
Bhuraj Subba, Bishnu Lal 
Sharma and Ongmit Lep-
cha. 

Under Beti Bachao 
Beti Padhao, Best ASHA 
Award was conferred to 
Kinco Doma Bhutia and 

Buddamoti Subba. Girl 
child toppers in Class XII 
Arts, Science, Commerce 
and IT streams and Girl 
child topper Class X was 
awarded with a cer-
ti icate and cash prize 
of Rs 5000 each under 
Beti Bachao Beti Padhao 
scheme. Through the 
IPR Department, Certi i-
cate of Appreciation was 
handed to Deepak Shar-
ma and Wangchuk Bhut-
ia for reliable and realis-
tic journalism. 

The highlight of the 
occasion was the co-
lourful cultural program 
which was put up by stu-
dents of North Sikkim 
Academy, Swaraswati 
Vidhya Niketan, Ideal 

Nursery School, Mangan 
Public School, Ringhim 
Sec. School, St. Josephs 
School, Little Flower 
School and Mangan Sr. 
Sec. School. 

Ringhim School Girls 
band was judged as the 
Best Platoon in the Pa-
rade. Later in the day the 
inals of the MLA Lachen 

Mangan Challenge foot-
ball tournament was 
held between North Sik-
kim Football Academy 
and Singhik Sa .Singhik 
Sa which emerged as the 
winning team and re-
ceived a trophy and prize 
money of Rs.1, 20,000. 
The runners up team re-
ceived a cash prize of Rs. 
60000.

I-Day in North Sikkim

SUMMIT REPORT
N , 16 A :

The 71st Indepen-
dence Day was cele-

brated with much fervor 
at Namphok Secondary 
School in South Sikkim 
on 15 Aug in the presence 
of area MLA, RN Cham-
ling, as chief guest, and 
senior citizens, Pancha-
yats, teachers, students 
and the local gentry.

The programme fea-
tured junior boy’s football 
tournament, inter-school 
open football tournament 
and senior girl’s football 
tournament along with a 
cultural dance presenta-
tion by students from var-
ious schools.

During the function, 
chief guest Mr Chamling 
was felicitated by Nam-
phok SS for his contribu-

tions to Namphok village.
Mr Chamling, in his 

address, urged the peo-
ple of Namphok to work 
in coordination towards 
development and assured 
that the demands put for-
ward by them will be ful-
illed as soon as possible.

He further felicitated 
jhakris, pandits, social 
workers and senior cit-
izens of Namphok for 

maintaining peace in the 
society through their 
guidance.

Further, Sarva Shik-
sha Abhiyan Coordinator, 
TN Khatiwara, was hon-
oured with the presenta-
tion of a token of appre-
ciation by National Child 
Rights Commission India 
for his commitment and 
dedication towards Child 
Protection Act 2006.

I-Day at Namphok Sec School

CMRHM ALLOTMENT ORDERS DISTRIBUTED AT KABI
G , 16 A : Sixty-six allotment orders of Chief Minister’s Rural Hous-
ing Mission-Phase I were distributed by MLA-Kabi Lungchok constituency, 
Ugyen Nedup Bhutia, to bene iciaries from four GPUs of Phensang, Kabi Ting-
da, Men Rongong and Lingdok Namphong at Kabi BAC today.

pendium of Honours and 
Accolades’ and ‘Sustain-
able Assets under MGN-
REGA’. The Report on 
Wildlife Population Esti-
mation for all Protected 
Areas of Sikkim (2016-
17) by the Forest E&WL 
Management Depart-
ment was also released 
on the day.

In the march past, the 
Best Contingent went to 
ITBP, Best Turnout went 
to Sikkim Armed Police, 
Best Band went to Sikkim 
Police Brass Band and the 
Best School Contingent 
was awarded to Tadong 
Senior Secondary School

The function ended 
with the national inte-
gration dance choreo-
graphed by the Culture 
Department and had the 
participation of Modern 
SSS, Enchey SSS, West 
Point SSS, Deorali SSS 
and Taktse School.

“Sikkim-Darj...
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Gangtok on 
Thursday, 

17 Aug

Temp: 26°C /17°C
Forecast: Cloudy 
with a couple of 
soaking showers.
Sunrise: 05:07 AM
Sunset: 06:12 PM

turn to pg05

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM 
SIKKIM STATE  TEACHERS’ RECRUITMENT

UPPER SYARI GANGTOK 

NOTICE
Ref. No. 18/SSTRB              Date: 16/08/2017

The candidates bearing following Roll Nos. have been declared qualifi ed for viva-voce test 
for selection to the post for Principal of Senior Secondary School to be held on 28th and 
29th August 2017.

The interview (viva voce) will be held in conference Hall of SSTRB Building, Upper 
Syari. 

The candidates from Sl.NO.1 to 39 are requested to appear for the viva voce on 28th 
August 2017 [Monday] and the candidates from Sl. No.40 to 79 are requested to appear 
on 29th August 2017 [Tuesday] at 11.00 A.M.

Sd/-
CONTROLLER OF EXAMINATION,

SSTRB, UPPER SYARI
Ro. No 249/ IPR/ PUB/Classi/ 17 -18    Dt: 16.08 .17

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 16 A :

Governor, Shriniwas 
Patil, unfurled the 

tri-color at the lawn of 
New Raj Bhavan in a 
formal ceremony in the 
morning of 15 Aug on the 
occasion of the 71st In-
dependence Day, informs 
a press communiqué re-
ceived from Raj Bhavan.

First lady, Rajanidevi 

Patil, Commissioner cum 
Secretary to the Gover-
nor, R Telang, of icers, 
staff and their family 
members, ITBP of icers 
and jawans, students and 
local gentries in large 
number were present on 
the occasion.

The Governor and the 
First Lady paid loral trib-
utes to the statue of Ma-
hatma Gandhi in the lawn 

following the hoisting of 
the National Fag. The Na-
tional Anthem was sung 
by school children and 
various entertainment 
and sports activities were 
also organised involving 
children, ITBP jawans and 
staff of Raj Bhavan. The 
First Lady gave away the 
prizes and mementos to all 
the participants of the In-
dependence Day function.

I-Day at Raj Bhavan G , 16 A  [IPR]: 
Chief Justice Satish Ku-
mar Agnihotri hoisted 
the National Flag on 15 
Aug at Sikkim High Court 
premises to celebrate the 
71st Independence Day 
of the country. 

The lag hoisting cer-
emony was also attended 
by Justice Bhaskar Raj 
Pradhan, Justice Meenaka-
hi Madan Rai, Sikkim State 

Human Rights Commis-
sion Chairperson, NK Jain, 
former Judge of Sikkim 
High Court, AP Subba, 
senior counsel, member 
of bar, members of High 
Court registry, judicial 
of icers of subordinate 
courts. The High Court 
also witnessed a cultural 
programme which was 
organised by members of 
the Bar.

G , 16 A  [IPR]: 
Sikkim State Legal Ser-
vices Authority [SLSA] cel-
ebrated the 71st Indepen-
dence Day at the premises 
of SLSA in Development 
Area on 15 Aug.

The function was at-
tended by Justice and Ex-
ecutive Chairperson-SL-
SA, Meenakshi Madan 
Rai, as chief guest, ex-of-

icio members of Sikkim 
SLSA, staffs from High 
Court Lok Adalat, senior 
advocates, panel advo-
cates and staffs of SLSA.

The chief guest un-
furled the National lag 
at the premises of Sikkim 
SLSA. This was followed 
by singing of the National 
Anthem by all present on 
the occasion.

Sikkim High
Court celebrates 71st 

Independence Day

SLSA celebrates 71st
Independence Day

Marwari Yuva Manch 
celebrates I-Day at 
Children’s Home
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 16 A :

Marwari Yuva Manch’s Prerna 
Branch, Gangtok celebrated 

the 71st Independence Day with 
the children of Bojoghari Children’s 
Home on 15 Aug. The celebration 
started with the hoisting of the Na-
tional Flag followed by presentation 
of patriotic songs. Prerna Branch 
members also distributed snacks and 
sweets to children along with toys, 
clothes and other necessary items.

REBYNA RANA
G , 16 A :

Indian international 
footballers from Sik-

kim, Sanju Pradhan and 
Nirmal Chettri, were fe-
licitated on 15 Aug during 
the inals of the Sir Chog-
yal Tashi Memorial Cup at 
Paljor Stadium.

The felicitation was 
done by Sikkim Football 
Association during the half 
time break of the match. 

Governor Shriniwas Patil 
attended the programme 
as chief guest along with 
Chief Justice, SK Agnihotri, 
and Gangtok MLA, Pintso 
Chopel Lepcha.

“Immensely honored 
and happy to have re-
ceived the appreciation 
letter on this historic day. 
Also very thankful to Sik-
kim Football Association 
and the State Govern-
ment for recognising my 

hardwork and commit-
ment. Will try my best 
to keep making my State 
and the country proud 
through the beautiful 
game of football and will 
also pledge to encourage 
and motivate the youth 
not only in the ield of 
sports but in every step 
of their lives. Will forev-
er cherish this moment,” 
said Sanju Pradhan on 
his Facebook page.

Footballers Sanju and Nirmal
felicitated on I-Day

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 16 A :

Weeklong ‘Freedom 
from Open Defeca-

tion Week’ was observed 
by the people of Rinchen-
pong under West dis-
trict by conducting mass 
cleanliness drives with 
the participation of more 
than 50 men and wom-
en including school stu-
dents and villagers from 
09-15 Aug.

The programme was 
organised by West dis-
trict NGOs Federation 

in coordination with 
Meyong Youths Welfare 
& Eco-Tourism Develop-
ment Society and Savio 
Hostel-Rinchenpong.

Aiming at creating 
awareness on Open Def-
ecation Free [ODF] sta-
tus and total sanitation 
to the masses, the pro-
gramme was conducted 
at schools, Panchayat 
ghars, bazaar, etc.

The formal closing 
programme of the event 
was held at Rinchenpong 
and was attended by 

president of West District 
NGOs Federation, Dr DK 
Gurung, along with pres-
ident of Meyong Youth 
Welfare and Eco Tour-
ism, RP Rai, executive 
members of the associa-
tions, senior teacher-Sav-
io Hostel, John Bomzon, 
and 25 youths and chil-
dren of the hostel.

On the occasion, 
people carried out mass 
awareness rally and 
cleanliness drives from 
Rinchenpong till Kaluk 
Bazaar.

Cleanliness drives mark Freedom from Open
Defecation Week at Rinchenpong

Coffee table 
book on 
Governor 
Shriniwas 
Patil released 
on I-Day
G , 16 A  [IPR]: 
A coffee table book titled 
‘Shri Shriniwas Dadasa-
heb Patil, Hon’ble Gover-
nor of Sikkim - The Jour-
ney So Far at Raj Bhawan’ 
was released by Chief 
Minister, Pawan Cham-
ling, at the In-House 
function at Raj Bhawan 
in the evening of 15 Aug 
on the occasion of Inde-
pendence Day.

The book has been 
published by the Infor-
mation & Public Rela-
tions Department, Gov-
ernment of Sikkim. 

Special Secretary-IPR 
Department, Namrata 
Thapa, gave a brief intro-
duction about the book 
before it was released.

The book is an of icial 
compendium on Mr Pa-
til’s assumption of of ice 
as the Governor of Sik-
kim and the wide range 
of activities and initia-
tives under his guidance 
and supervision. It seeks 
to provide a glimpse into 
the persona of Mr Patil, 
his attachment with the 
people of Sikkim along-
side his Constitutional 
obligations and of icial 
duties and responsibili-
ties as a Governor.

The Governor also 
felicitated of icers of the 
IPR Department for their 
contribution in bringing 
out the publication.

The programme also 
saw felicitation of re-
cipients of President’s 
Police Medal Winners, 
State Awardees and 
CBSE toppers.

The programme was 
attended by First Lady, 
Rajanidevi Patil, Chief 
Justice of High Court 
of Sikkim, Justice SK 
Agnihotri, Judge-High 
Court of Sikkim, Justice 
Meenakshi M Rai, and a 
host of other dignitaries 
and invitees.

SSP ends 
month-long 
mourning 
for departed 
party 
president
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 16 A :

Party functionaries of 
Sikkim Sangram Par-

ishad party today hoist-
ed the party lag to full 
mast at its head of ice in 
Gangtok in the presence 
of working president, 
Rajendra Upreti, an SSP 
press release informs.

It may be recalled 
that the party had an-
nounced and observed 
one month long mourn-
ing period on the demise 
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Government by
Discussion

Side-step consultations, and there will only
be disinterest, diktats and protests

“DEMOCRACY IS NOT JUST about ballots and votes, 
but also about public deliberation and reasoning, what 
- to use an old phrase - is often called ‘government by 
discussion’,” writes Amartya Sen in “Identity and Vio-
lence: The Illusion of Destiny”.

The book is now eleven years old, but even when 
it came out, this was not really a paradigm-shifting 
revelation, but with the act of stating the obvious, the 
Nobel laureate made a strong statement. By devoting 
an entire chapter to leshing out this point, he holds up 
the mirror to the country forcing us to admit that the 
world’s largest democracy appears to have forgotten 
what democracy is all about. Democracy has meant 
politics in India for far too long, leading to the aber-
ration of politicians and political commentators wear-
ing their ignorance on their sleeves, and without the 
slightest hint of embarrassment, holding forth on im-
portant issues and claiming to speak for the people of 
the country without having made any genuine attempt 
at consultations. The effortlessness with which false 
narratives are foisted and incomplete information cir-
culated to in luence public opinion is worrying. Also 
worrying is when important decisions are taken with-
out the counsel of experts or consultations with in-
terested and affected parties. These should have been 
standard practices, but have become abandoned cour-
tesies which have reduced democracy to elections. It 
should hence not surprise that politics itself has been 
reduced to the segregated equation of those in power 
and those in the Opposition.

And when politics becomes about being in of ice 
and waiting in the wings, debates stop being about ide-
ology and get established by positions. Those in of ice 
do what suits their interests and the Opposition pro-
tests everything. With vote-banks already identi ied 
and appropriated, the focus is only on keeping these 
secure. A sorry state of affairs… When a writer who 
also presented a case for the ‘Argumentative Indian’ 
reminds the same Indians of the need for pubic delib-
erations and reasoning, the message should become 
clear – the nation needs to relearn many things. Am-
artya Sen’s “The Argumentative Indian” was the high-
est selling book in India in 2005-06. His next, quoted 
above, should also have been read more widely, and 
then, maybe, the nation would have invested in some 
introspection and that might have saved us from the 
chagrin of watching the political rhetoric of people’s 
representatives mouthing empty platitudes on issues 
which concern the entire nation and its future. Instead 
of genuine concern, one is being subjected to pompous 
self-righteousness and embarrassing self-praise. 

Let’s re lect on Sikkim. Has anyone heard of public 
deliberations here? No, claims, denials and rejections 
do not constitute public deliberation since they are 
dictated by political positions, not built on informed 
opinion. And that is why in Sikkim there is rarely con-
sensus, only diktats and protests. It is unfortunate that 
a people who at one time were so enamoured by the 
idea of democracy that they took on a 300 year old 
monarchy and even gave up their individuality as a 
nation state just so that they could have democracy, 
have, since then, pulled away from public participa-
tion in the public domain. Public deliberation does not 
mean that the people start debating at formal semi-
nars; it is enough for them to become more involved 
in the process of democracy and its implementation. 
With their involvement, they will secure accountabil-
ity – irst at the local body level and from there up-
wards and across to the executive. Their involvement 
will force the elected representatives to make the right 
noises at the right places and times and motivate them 
to get more involved in the decision-making process 
themselves.

WRITE US: Readers are invited to 
comment on, criticise, run down, even 
appreciate if  they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ 
indecorous language and personal 
attacks, except when against people 
responsible in this newspaper (who 
are fair game), will have to be ignored. 
Letters which carry forward a 
conversation or initiate a dialogue will 
command immediate attention and 
receive prominence.  
Mail us at: letters@summittimes.com

ADAM G. KLEIN
theconversation.com

In late February, the headline of a 
news commentary website that re-

ceives more than 2.8 million month-
ly visitors announced, “Jews Destroy 
Another One of Their Own Grave-
yards to Blame Trump.” The story, in-
spired by the recent desecration of a 
Jewish cemetery in Philadelphia, was 
the seething fantasy of an anti-Semit-
ic website known as the Daily Storm-
er. With only a headline, this site can 
achieve something no hate group 
could have accomplished 20 years 
ago: It can connect with a massive 
audience.

To whom, and how many, this lat-
est conspiracy may travel is, in part, 
the story of “fake news,” the phenom-
enon in which biased propaganda is 
disseminated as if it were objective 
journalism in an attempt to corrupt 
public opinion. My recent book on 
digital hate culture, “Fanaticism, Rac-
ism, and Rage Online,” explores the 
online underworld from which many 
of those false narratives originate. I 
investigate the lesser-known source 
of all this hate-laced “news” simmer-
ing in our public debates, helping to 
cultivate a distorted reality for its ar-
dent believers and a fractured polity 
for the rest of us.

Looking at the most-visited web-
sites of what were once diminished 
movements – white supremacists, 
xenophobic militants and Holocaust 
deniers, to name a few – reveals a 
much-revitalized online culture. For 
example, according to SimilarWeb an-
alytics, Stormfront, the longest-stand-
ing white supremacist site, receives 
more than two million monthly visi-
tors. That is half a million more than 
the NAACP, GLAAD, the Anti-Defama-
tion League and National Council of La 
Raza websites, combined.

But size and scope alone do not 
account for the unprecedented reach 
that these websites have found in the 
digital age. Their ascent mirrors the 
improbable rise of former KKK Impe-
rial Wizard David Duke, who shed his 
Klan robes for an eventual seat in the 
Louisiana House of Representatives. 
Today’s radical right is also remaking 
its pro ile, swapping swastikas and 
white-power rock for political blogs 
and news forums. The trappings may 
have changed, but the bigotry re-
mains.

LOOKING THE PART
The American Renaissance hate 

site opens with a quote from Thom-
as Jefferson and an offering of time-
ly news articles. These include bor-
rowed headlines from The New York 
Times about looming deportation 
policies and Associated Press stories 
on Texas voter ID laws. But there is an 
ever-present ixation on nationality 
and race, as in original commentar-
ies like “How I Saw the Light About 
Race.” Weaving together real news 
with racist views, the site stealthily 
positions the fringe ideas as aligned 
with the mainstream.

On the Occidental Observer (ta-
gline: “White Identity, Interests, and 
Culture”), white nationalist contribu-
tors and a few former scholars spec-
ulate on forum topics like “The Ho-
locaust Industry,” “Jewish In luence” 
and the “Racialization of America.” 
The Observer looks much like the 
homepage of any policy think tank, 
except for the conspiracy-driving an-
ti-Semitic subtexts.

For online hate groups like this, 
perception is reality. The common 
emphasis on news and politics re-
lects a shift in the messages racist 

groups promote. Many no longer fo-
cus on white supremacy, but rather 
take the more accessible position of 
white victimization.

The headlines emanating from 
websites like the Daily Stormer allow 
contemporary racists to imagine they 
are now a minority race under siege. 
These narratives include an imagined 
onslaught of illegal immigrants, a fear 
of black-on-white crime, an equal 
rights movement that somehow in-
fringes on religious freedom and a 
Jewish globalist machine supposedly 
behind it all.

Hate rhetoric repackaged as poli-
tics and housed in websites that look 
just like any other online blog can at-
tract, or even persuade, more moder-
ate ideologues to wade into extrem-
ist waters. This “user-friendly” hate 

community is joining forces in a way 
that could never happen in the of line 
world. Thanks in part to this connect-
edness, these poisoned narratives are 
now spreading well beyond racist 
websites.

HOW IT TRAVELS
The speed with which online hate 

travels is breathtaking. Two days af-
ter that Daily Stormer story on “Jews 
Destroying Their Own Graveyards,” 
David Duke discussed “the likelihood 
that the recent string of ‘anti-Semit-
ic hate incidents’ are in fact false lag 
hoaxes” on his podcast.

The conspiracy had also begun 
to echo around Twitter, where Duke 
was sharing a link to his podcast and 
spreading a new hashtag: #fakehate-
crimes. More people joined in, in-
cluding followers tweeting “This is a 
hoax” and “Question the local rabbis.” 
A senior adviser to President Trump 
took to Twitter to advance his theory 
that ongoing threats to Jewish com-
munity centers could be linked to the 
Democrats.

This is but one example of how, 
despite recent efforts to limit fa-
natical voices, social networks have 
become incubators of toxic conspir-
acies. The topic of “hate crime hoax-
es,” for example, has long been circu-
lating through Reddit, YouTube and 
even Facebook. Meanwhile, in the 
far-right blogosphere, sites like Bre-
itbart, InfoWars and WorldNetDaily 
dedicate more space to obsessively 
“debunking” hate crimes than actu-
ally reporting on them. These two 
worlds seamlessly come together on 
Twitter, where conspiracies intermix 
with political diatribes.

For hate groups, this is an unprec-
edented opportunity to inally plug 
their fringe movements into a main-
stream circuit. As false narratives 
low through the internet’s popular 

networks, they intermingle with le-
gitimate information and gradual-

ly become washed of their radical 
origins in the process. It’s the same 
trajectory that drove the birther con-
spiracy. Questions about President 
Obama’s “true birthplace” began on 
the fringes of the web, found support 
in more traditional right-wing blogs 
like Free Republic, and then made 
their way onto television.

Technology columnist Farhad 
Manjoo described this phenomenon, 
which we’ve now seen morph into 
fake news:

“The extreme points of views that 
we’re getting that couldn’t have been 
introduced into national discussion 
in the past are being introduced now 
by this sort of entry mechanism … 
people put it on blogs, and then it gets 
picked up by cable news, and then it 
becomes a national discussion.”

OPPORTUNISTIC POLITI-
CIANS LEND CREDIBILITY

There is little doubt that a key 
reason so much bad information has 
spilled over into today’s national dis-
course is politicians who embrace 
and perpetuate these narratives. Of 
course, doing so only gives the au-
thors of conspiracy the very exposure 
they seek.

When, a year before the 2016 
election, Donald Trump tweeted 
false statistics about the number of 
“whites killed by blacks” in Ameri-
ca, white nationalists were listening. 
The evidence could be in seen in the 
celebratory headlines to follow in 
websites like Stormfront and Daily 
Stormer.

Credibility has always been an 
ultimate but elusive goal for extrem-
ists. But online, they’re learning how 
to dilute the message of bigotry with 
heavy doses of political conspiracy 
for which there is apparently a wel-
coming audience. They achieve vic-
tory simply by injecting enough fake 
news into the system to produce 
doubt and discord around our most 
critical cultural debates.

When he was asked about the 
recent anti-Semitic threats and van-
dalism, President Trump told the 
Pennsylvania attorney general the 
incident was “reprehensible.” But 
he then went on to speculate that it 
might have been committed “to make 
others look bad.” That feeds the very 
doubt that extremist groups thrive 
on. And the cycle continues.

[the writer is Assistant 
Professor of Communication 

Studies, Pace University]

ANTHONY HUSSENOT
theconversation.com

Today, freelancers represent 35% 
of the United States workforce. 

In the European Union, the rate is 
16.1%. Both igures demonstrate the 
same global trend: from creative en-
trepreneurs to those paid by the task, 
freelancing is on the rise worldwide.

So, too, are analyses of this phenom-
enon, as journalists, sociologists, hu-
man resources specialists, life coaches, 
even freelancers themselves try to un-
cover “the truth” about freelancing.

That’s because of the “gig econ-
omy”, as it is sometimes called, is a 
Janus-faced – and relentlessly evolv-
ing – phenomenon. Freelancing is of-
ten portrayed as liberating, empowering, and even 
glamorous, but the reality is far more complex.

In OECD countries, studies show that these in-
dividuals work chie ly in the service sector (50% 
of men and 70% of women). The remainder are 
everything from online assistants to architects, de-
signers and photographers.

FROM THE CREATIVE CLASS 
TO THE PRECARIAT

A recent study shows that the majority of free-
lancers in OECD countries are “slashers”, mean-
ing that their contract work supplements another 
part-time or full-time position. 

These additional earnings can vary consider-
ably. Those who spend a few hours a month edit-
ing instruction manuals from home may earn a few 
hundred euros a month. Freelance occupational 
therapists may pull in ten times that working full-
time in this growing industry.

Perhaps the most glamorous face of freelancing 
is the so-called creative class, an agile, connected, 
highly educated and globalised category of work-
ers that specialise in communications, media, de-
sign, art and tech, among others sectors.

They are architects, web designers, bloggers, 
consultants and the like, whose job it is to stay on 
top of trends. The most cutting-edge among them 
end up playing the role of social “in luencers”.

In London, this group has been partially re-
sponsible for what the economist Douglas McWil-
liams has dubbed the “ lat-white economy”, a lour-

ishing, coffee-fuelled market based on creativity, 
which combines innovative approaches to business 
and lifestyle.

Such hipsters, who are also referred to as 
“pro icians”, may be relatively successful in their 
self-employment, with numerous gigs and a wide 
portfolio of clients. For McWilliams, they just might 
represent the future of British prosperity.

Also working hard, though in a much less exalt-
ed fashion, are the “precarians”. These task-tack-
lers work long hours carrying our repetitive tasks, 
often for a single online platform like Amazon’s 
Mechanical Turk. Most of their gigs do not require 
a high level of expertise and creativity, and are thus 
easily interchangeable.

Job security is not assured for these online 
helpers, and though they likely work for a single 
company, as employees do, bene its are almost cer-
tainly nonexistent.

Between the creative class and those struggling 
to juggle enough gigs to get by, there are plenty of 
in-betweeners: bloggers driven by their passion to 
write but struggling to earn a descent living; online 
assistants satis ied with their jobs who had previ-
ously faced unemployment; students earning a few 
extra euros by working a handful of hours a week 
as graphic designers.

Freelancers constitute a diverse population of 
workers – their educational backgrounds, motiva-
tions, ambitions, needs, and willingness to work 
differ from one worker to the next, and it is accord-
ingly dif icult for commentators to accurately rep-

resent their diversity without resort-
ing to caricature.

THE SEARCH FOR FREE-
DOM…AND AN INCOME

Freelancing is increasingly a choice 
that people make in order to escape 
the 9-to-5 workday.

Many freelancers, whatever their 
job, may have originally opted for 
this employment model because it 
offers (or seemed to offer) freedom 
– the freedom to work anytime and, 
in some cases, anywhere. Only 37% 
of current US freelancers say they re-
sort to gig work out of necessity; in 
2014, that igure was higher, at 47%.

Of course, this is not the end 
of the salariat. Full-time, compa-

ny-based work is still the standard for employment 
in most Western countries, as it is in Russia.

Nevertheless, with the rise of telecommuting and 
automation and the unlimited potential of crowd-
sourcing, it stands to reason that more and more 
irms will begin running, and even growing, their 

businesses with considerably fewer employees.
This does not necessarily mean an increase in 

unemployment. Instead, it likely means more free-
lancers, who will form and reform around various 
projects in constant and evolving networks.

The rise of freelancing may be a key visible in-
dicator of the future of work, notably in terms of 
collaboration practices. Freelancers are already 
facilitating the co-management of projects. Soon 
enough, they will also be producing, communicat-
ing, and collaborating with irms, customers, and 
with society at large.

Given that they are not a homogeneous class of 
workers, managing these new managers will not 
be simple. Currently, there is not a single social 
protection system that cleanly corresponds to all 
freelancers, from house cleaners and taxi drivers 
to architects and news editors.

How can these individuals group and work 
together to promote and defend their diverse em-
ployment interests? Surely, some ambitious free-
lancer is on the case right now.

[the writer is Maitre de conférences 
en théories des organisations et manage-

ment, Université Paris Dauphine – PSL]

Is freelancing the future of employment?

How online hate in iltrates social media and politics
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Sonowal asks 
Mizoram CM 
to protect 
traders from 
Assam
G , A  16 
9 (PTI): Assam Chief 
Minister Sarbananda 
Sonowal today urged his 
Mizoram counterpart to 
take measures to protect 
the businesses of traders 
from Assam from being 
allegedly vandalized in a 
Mizoram district.

Sonowal called 
Mizoram Chief Minister 
Lal Thanhawla to discuss 
the alleged harassment 
faced by the traders from 
Assam in Lunglei district 
of the neighbouring state.

The Assam chief min-
ister urged him to take 
measures for the safety 
and security of the trad-
ers from the state and 
protect their businesses 
from being vandalized, 
an of icial release said 
here.

The Mizoram chief 
minister assured Sonow-
al of all possible help.

There were reports 
that some members of 
a local organisation had 
forcibly shut down sev-
eral shops being run by 
non-Mizos at Lunglei.

The affected trad-
ers were mainly from 
Assam and other states 
who were doing business 
there since long.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 16 A :

National Service 
Scheme Unit of Ber-

miok Tokal Senior Sec-
ondary School observed 
Swachhata Pakhwada 
from 01-15 Aug with var-
ious programmes under 
the guidance of NSS Pro-
gramme Of icer, Prahlad 
Sharma.

A press release in-
forms that the pro-
gramme commenced on 
01 Aug with the oath tak-
ing ceremony of Swach-
hata by NSS volunteers, 
students and teachers, 
which was administered 
by Principal of the school, 
Pushpa Kumar Sharma. 

During the Pakhwa-
da, the NSS volunteers 
carried out cleanliness 
awareness drive for shop 
keepers of the area, mo-
tivational speech on 
swachhata for students, 
counseling services to 
shopkeepers to help 
keep the village clean, 
rallies on cleanliness, etc.

The event carried out 
as per the schedule and 
directions of State NSS 

Of icer-Sports & Youth 
Affairs Department, 
Doma Tshering, the 
NSS volunteers cleaned 
school compounds, toi-
lets, surrounding areas, 

roads, and monastery. 
The programme conclud-
ed on 15 Aug with the 
hoisting of the National 
Flag in the school com-
memorating the 71st In-

dependence Day.
The NSS Unit of Ber-

miok Tokal SSS has ex-
pressed gratitude to 
the Principal, teachers, 
students, Panchayat, the 

local public, press and 
media, and of icials for 
their support in success-
ful completion of Swach-
hata Pakhwada 2017, the 
release adds.

Swachhata Pakhwada concludes
at Bermiok Tokal school

S , 16 A : Sing-
tam hosted a grand cele-
bration to mark the 71st 
Independence Day here 
at Golitar football ground 
on 15 Aug.

The event featured 
cultural dance and song 
extravaganza present-
ed by various schools 
namely Singtam Senior 
Secondary School, Sum-
in Lingchey Secondary 
School, Radiant Star 
Academy, Singalila Acad-
emy and Archigos Prepa-
ratory School.

After the lag hoisting 
ceremony, the programme 
of icially began with in-
ter-school march past 
and dance competition 
which was followed by In-
ter School Boys’ Football 
Tournament, and Open 
Football Tournament.

The march past com-
petition, sponsored by 
Singtam Nagar Pancha-
yat, was won by Singtam 
SSS with Radiant Star 
Academy and Sumin 
Lingchey SS securing the 
second and third posi-
tions, respectively.

The march past com-
petition was followed by 
Late Menu Pradhan Me-
morial Inter School Boys’ 
Football tourney which 
was won by Pendam SSS 
defeating Bardang SS 
by 3-0. The man of the 
match title was awarded 
to Budha Raj Rai of Pen-
dam SS with Joel Bhujel 
being named player of 
the tournament.

In the 10th Laxman 

Pradhan Memorial Open 
Football Tournament, 
Pendam FA thrashed 
Gangtok FC 3-2. The man 
of the match and series 
was awarded to Sonam 
Lepcha of Pendam FA 
for his outstanding per-
formance during the 
tournament. The cash 
prize for the open foot-
ball tourney was spon-
sored by Bijay Pradhan 
and family as a tribute to 
their father.

RES Gangtok FC won 
the Late Binod Rai Memo-
rial Open Girls Football 
Tournament against Pen-
dam FA. During the event, 
Chairperson of Sikkim 
Film Board, Uttam Prad-
han, was felicitated with a 
letter of appreciation pre-
sented by the organizing 
committee.

Felicitations were 
also presented to JVC FC, 
Saipatri FC and Howlers 
Sporting FC for their role 
in encouraging and sup-
porting the youngsters 
and talented players who 
have represented Sing-
tam at various levels on 
the ield of sports.

The organizing com-
mittee, while thanking the 
gathering, provided gifts 
and a cash prize to all who 
contributed and partici-
pated in the event that had 
started from 04 Aug.

The programme con-
cluded with a musical 
night wherein guest artist 
from Darjeeling, Ramesh 
Thami, rocked the stage 
with his performance.

I-Day celebration at Singtam 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 16 A :

Baha’i School, Tadong, celebrated the 
71st Independence Day of the coun-

try with retired Principal of Modern 
Senior Secondary School and a former 
teacher of Baha’i School, Dilu Kumari 
Pradhan, as chief guest, a press release 
informs.

Principal, Rupa Devi Sharma, pre-
sented the welcome speech while the 
chief guest unfurled the National Flag 
followed by the National Anthem by the 
school band and the special march past 
group.

In her short speech addressing 
the students, chief guest Ms Pradhan, 
spoke about her relation with Baha’i 
School Tadong and recalled her days as 
a teacher in the school.

The event featured performances 
by the bagpiper band of the school with 
Sulabh Ghimirey as the band leader, a 
special march past carried out by UKG 
students, lyrical song acts and speeches 
on the topic of Independence Day and 
Freedom Fighters in English, Nepali 
and Hindi. 

The students of class IX and X con-
veyed the vision of corruption free 
India through a rally with placards. A 
mass drill was also presented during 
the programme followed by a fusion 
dance extravaganza.

The inal of inter-house Basketball 
match between Red House and Blue 
House of Baha’I School was also held 
wherein Blue House scored a victory. Tro-
phies and medals were given to the win-
ners and runners up of the tournament.

Baha’i School celebrates
Independence Day

of its president, Late Nar 
Bahadur Bhandari, on 16 
July. The party ended the 
mourning period on 15 
Aug.

A meeting was held 
during the day wherein 
a resolution was passed 
stating that henceforth 
the party will function 
with same zeal as it did 
when the Late Bhandari 
was alive and that the 
party will always be at 
the forefront for Sikkim 
and Sikkimese people.

The party also passed 
the resolution as per the 
SSP party constitution 
under Section 20 that the 
selection/election of new 
party president has be-
gun as per the guidelines 
and that the Committee 
shall inalize and declare 
the result soon.

SSP ends 
month-long 
mourning 
for departed 
party...

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 16 A :

In a press release issued 
today, former Union 

Minister, Satpalji Ma-
haraj, has extended full 
support to the demand 
for a separate state of 
Gorkhaland. He has af-
irmed his support to the 

demand by saying that 
the Union Government 
should honour the aspi-
ration of the Gorkhas.

In a press release is-
sued today, Satpalji Ma-
haraj has further stated 
that the Gorkhas have 
been making immense 

contributions for the se-
curity of the country as 
well as in nation-build-
ing. He also recalled his 
Jan Jagran March from 
Siliguri via Darjeeling 
upto Gangtok back in 
1985 for the recognition 
of Nepali Language in the 
8th Schedule of the Indi-
an Constitution.

Continued shut down 
and fast unto death only 
should not be made the 
basis of the agitation, 
there is greater need of an 
intellectual battle and the 
local MP needs to play a vi-
tal role in it, he has added.

Satpalji Maharaj extends support
for Gorkhaland demand

G , A  16 (PTI): All trains to the Northeast 
from rest of the country have been cancelled till Au-
gust 20 due to damages on tracks due to loods in As-
sam, West Bengal and Bihar, of icials said today.

“The Railway Board has directed all zonal railways 
to cancel trains travelling from various parts of the 
country beyond Malda town and Katihar till August 
20, 2017,” Northeast Frontier Railway chief public re-
lations of icer Pranav Jyoti Sharma said in a statement.

Rail connectivity in lood-hit portions of Bihar and 
West Bengal continues to be affected with marginal 
improvement in situation today.

“However, virtually no accessibility to most of the 
damaged sites has affected the restoration work.

Telecommunication network in the entire section 
is badly affected also,” he said.

The situation has been aggravated after a railway 

bridge between Maniyan and Kuretha was damaged 
by the loods this morning disrupting train communi-
cation between Katihar and Kumedpur.

“This has further hampered mobilisation of ma-
terials to sites,” the CPRO said, adding that for the 
bene it of the stranded passengers, Railways has ar-
ranged special trains between Guwahati to Dalkhola 
and back. “Water is still above danger level in sec-
tions like Dalkhola-Telta-Sudhani Barsoi-Raiganj and 
Balurghat- Buniyadpur. Restoration work is going 
on. Boulder, ballast and other materials are being ar-
ranged from various locations for being used in resto-
ration work,” Sharma said.

He informed that all passengers entering north 
east and stranded at Katihar station have availed train 
services up to Malda town, from where they left for 
their destinations by train or road.

All trains to NE suspended till Aug 20: of icials
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MIZORAM STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR SUCCESS MORNING

Draw No:3 DrawDate on:16/08/17
1st Prize Rs.61 Lakhs/- 96K 90361
(Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 90361 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
01705 09887 23816 48154 50308
58250 60769 61266 76708 90519
3rd Prize  Rs.9000/-
06634 09164 30743 36140 36582
51412 51905 56521 57281 61690
4th Prize Rs.1000/-
0666 1002 1833 4812 5469 5541 5993 6866 7412 7908
5th Prize Rs.500/-
0461 2436 2733 3854 4360 4815 6878 7622 8206 8305
6th Prize Rs.250/-
0004 0194 0212 0273 0349 0387 0586 0896 0957 0978
1082 1150 1242 1243 1299 1318 1371 1394 1571 1572
1619 1808 1963 2132 2289 2437 2439 2650 2660 2748
2844 2933 2955 3086 3270 3510 3556 3820 3824 3884
3933 4108 4182 4273 4414 4585 4631 4701 4860 4881
5041 5080 5108 5172 5463 5514 5669 6009 6091 6228
6272 6430 6541 6948 7311 7400 7411 7422 7558 7655
7668 7804 7843 7940 7944 7981 8152 8311 8357 8504
8528 8651 8683 9032 9088 9111 9124 9138 9187 9300
9341 9356 9598 9646 9756 9860 9902 9966 9984 9986
Issued by: 
The Director, Mizoram State Lotteries,
For results please visit: www.mizoramlotteries.com

NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR EAGLE EVENING

Draw Time : 8:00 pm onward
Draw No:3 DrawDate on:16/08/17
1st Prize Rs.61 Lakhs/- 83E 53957
     (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 53957 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
01569 12140 26292 27176 47628
50153 57881 65735 73889 96304
3rd Prize  Rs.9000/-
14404 19967 24876 27179 34159
48381 54514 72232 93022 94433
4th Prize Rs.1000/-
0107 2704 3132 4307 4528 5325 5504 6981 8945 9224
5th Prize Rs.500/-
0572 1695 2828 3574 4222 5402 6087 6530 6973 8743
6th Prize Rs.250/-
0035 0087 0161 0354 0439 0588 0689 0721 0858 1068
1236 1270 1356 1486 1521 1739 1775 1820 1985 2219
2230 2249 2338 2387 2414 2435 2482 2564 2788 2791
2897 3206 3209 3212 3274 3478 3741 3783 3831 3849
4149 4175 4301 4377 4489 4510 4648 4722 4812 4930
5081 5095 5154 5185 5416 5436 5445 5546 6006 6033
6193 6302 6319 6905 7035 7085 7242 7244 7254 7288
7407 7693 7827 7899 8233 8302 8355 8398 8598 8624
8628 8869 8870 8973 9003 9043 9053 9115 9131 9226
9306 9537 9546 9562 9575 9583 9708 9721 9796 9930
Issued by:
The Director,Nagaland State Lotteries,Kohima,Nagaland
For Result,Please Visit : www.nagalandlotteries.com
KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE

SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR FAITHFUL

Draw No:3 DrawDate on:16/08/17
1st Prize Rs.61 Lakhs/- 92C 34325
(Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 34325 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
05329 09699 37800 41581 44946
60434 68805 76119 80833 97322
3rd Prize  Rs.9000/-
11067 36810 39584 47351 63056
66896 67014 72053 80489 82833
4th Prize Rs.1000/-
0926 1824 3460 3623 4085 5036 5959 6149 9320 9560
5th Prize Rs.500/-
0141 0266 0724 1186 1969 3157 3628 3806 7657 8717
6th Prize Rs.250/-
0007 0095 0447 0535 0781 0811 0937 1017 1324 1472
1721 2184 2381 2511 2516 2534 2785 2806 2826 2829
3099 3143 3144 3179 3230 3381 3412 3419 3616 3634
3914 4035 4164 4213 4350 4365 4386 4648 4724 4737
4896 4921 4929 4947 5131 5402 5464 5571 5630 5637
5727 5912 5943 6059 6335 6486 6657 6690 6737 6826
6830 6992 7007 7077 7106 7109 7167 7234 7248 7271
7459 7516 7705 7889 7935 8313 8339 8399 8445 8525
8609 8737 8939 8944 8966 8969 8984 9038 9139 9195
9233 9260 9279 9387 9506 9565 9663 9694 9746 9997
Issued by:
The Director, Sikkim State Lotteries,Gangtok
please visit: www.sikkimlotteries.com

A  S
G  (UP), A  16 (PTI): Some 
hospitals have formal temples, others 
small shrines tucked away in corners, 
but the focus of attention for families 
desperately seeking succour at the BRD 
Medical College here is a peepal tree 
that sprouted just a year ago.

The tree, which germinated on a 
banyan tree in the complex of the hos-
pital -- catapulted to national headlines 
with reports of nearly 70 children dy-
ing since August 7 -- has been dubbed 
Brahma Baba, say locals.

It is an oasis of hope for those who 
bring their loved ones for treatment to 
the state-run hospital, dealing with cas-
es of death and disease every day.

Faith and the need to believe in 
some form of divine intervention have 
spawned many stories about the tree, 
considered auspicious in Hinduism.

According to canteen workers at 
the hospital, the tree sprouted on its 
own about a year ago, instilling seeds 
of hope. Located a few metres from 
the canteen, families have left janeyus 
(sacred thread) and khadaus (wooden 
slippers) there. Earthen diyas, incense 
sticks and camphor are the other tell-
tale signs of prayers at the site.

“Peepal is a tree associated with 
gods and divinity. From a little sapling, 
today we can see it growing into a tree,” 
said Suresh Tiwari, who works in the 
canteen.

There has been a surge in offerings 
over the year, the 55-year-old added.

Offerings can range between two or 
three per day to 10- 15,” he said.

In the past year, more than 5,000 jane-
us and khadaus have been donated as of-
ferings by kin of patients who have recov-
ered from their ailments, Tiwari said. It’s 

all about faith, said Basudeo Chaudhary, a 
priest at a temple a short distance away 
from the BRD Medical College.

“Families and patients from eco-
nomically weaker sections of society 
have a special regard for the tree. They 
consider it a saviour of life,” said the 
61-year-old.

There is something special about 
the tree, added Vijender Yadav, another 
worker at the canteen.

Once evening sets in, earthen lamps 
are lit, reminding people that they are 
barely hours away from another dawn, 
Yadav said.

Amongst those who believe that 
benediction from the tree has saved 
lives is Prabhu Kumar, a resident of 
Kushinagar district.

“My four-year-old niece Ragini was 
admitted here in July, and was hospital-
ised for almost 18 days after she com-

plained of encephalitis-like symptoms. 
However, luck smiled on us and, thanks 
to divine intervention, it was not en-
cephalitis,” said the 22-year-old.

“In keeping in with tradition, today 
I offered incense sticks and camphor 
to the peepal tree thanking it for my 
niece being discharged from hospital,” 
he said.

The high number of deaths of chil-
dren in the hospital found mention in 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s Inde-
pendence Day speech yesterday.

“A few days back, at a hospital, our 
innocent children died. In this entire 
time of distress and sadness, sympa-
thies of 125 crore people of the country 
are with them,” he said.

He also tweeted, “People of India 
stand shoulder to shoulder with those 
affected due to natural disasters & the 
tragedy in Gorakhpur.

In Gorakhpur hospital, a peepal tree that offers solace 

BOXING EXHIBITION MATCHES AT RESHITHANG
GANGTOK, 16 AUG: State boxing coach, Pratima Gooroong, organised boxing exhibition matches at Reshithang 
in East Sikkim on 15 Aug. The main objective was to promote boxing at the grassroot level in order to have 
maximum participants from the school level, informs Ms Gooroong. She added that sports will also help and 
encourage the young to have a healthy and productive life.

SAGAR CHETTRI
G , 16 A :

ARC Shillong has again be-
come the champion of the 

Independence Day Football 
Tournament for Chogyal Sir 
Tashi Namgyal Memorial Cup 
here at Paljor Stadium. The 
team has lifted the champions’ 
trophy of this tournament for 
the second time in a row.

The defending champi-
on defeated the Royal Unit-
ed Sikkim Football Club in a 
contesting inal match played 
on 15 Aug which ended in a 
tie-breaker.

ARC Shillong defeated Sik-
kim Aakraman Football Club in 
the irst semi- inal to secure its 

place in the inals, while Royal 
United Sikkim FC outplayed 

the State Sports Academy in 
the semi- inal.

The full time of the match 
ended in 1-1 draw. Sanjay 

Chettri scored a goal for Roy-
al United Sikkim FC in the 
3rd minute while Wim Basu-
matarey scored the equaliser 
for ARC Shillong in the 38th 
minute.

In a tie-breaker through 
penalty kicks, ARC Shillong 
converted four shots into goals 
while Royal United Sikkim FC 
managed to score just three 
goals, thus, making ARC Shil-
long the champions with 5-4 
victory.

The winning team was 
awarded with cash prize of Rs 
1 lakh while runners-up re-
ceived cash prize of Rs 50,000. 
The inal match had Governor, 
Shriniwas Patil, as chief guest.

ARC Shillong wins Chogyal Sir Tashi Namgyal Memorial Cup again

G , 16 A : The 
71st Independence 
Day was celebrated at 
Reshithang ground with 
the lag hoisting by Area 
MLA, DR Thapa, on 15 
Aug. The programme 
was attended by Law De-
partment Secretary, Jagat 
Rai, Block Development 
Of icer-Ranka, Panchayat 
members, principals, lo-
cal people and others.

The celebration started 
with the welcome address 
by the celebration commit-
tee president, Surya Ku-
mar Rai, who is also a Zilla 
Panchayat member.

Vice Principal of Lu-
ing Secondary School 
spoke on the importance 

of Independence Day 
while Tirtha Bahadur 
Chettri read out the mes-
sage of the Chief Minister.

The area MLA urged 
people to take up organic 
farming and dairy farm-
ing further suggesting 
that interested people 
should take up training 
in these sectors. The cel-
ebration also featured a 
cultural presentation by 
NGOs and students.

In the football inal, 
Reshithang FC defeated 
Boys Club Gangtok 1-0.

The celebration 
ended with the vote of 
thanks by celebration 
committee secretary, Ka-
mal Nath Neopaney.

I-Day at Reshithang

N  D , A  16 
(PTI): Industries in the 
north eastern and Hima-
layan states will continue 
to get tax exemption till 
March 2027, albeit as re-
fund, under the current 
GST regime which was 
rolled out on July 1, Fi-
nance Minister Arun Jait-
ley said today.

“Within the frame-
work of the GST Act each 
industry will be entitled 
to its own refund mech-
anism during this par-
ticular period (March 31, 
2027),” he said.

The Cabinet Com-
mittee on Economic Af-
fairs, chaired by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
has given approval to 
the Scheme of providing 
budgetary support under 
the Goods and Service 
Tax (GST) regime for the 
eligible industrial units 
in Jammu & Kashmir, 
Uttarakhand, Himachal 
Pradesh and north east-
ern states including Sik-
kim, he said.

The support shall be 
available for the residual 
period (ten years from 
the date of the commer-
cial production) in the 
States of North Eastern 
region and Himalayan 
States, he said.

DIPP will notify the 
scheme, including de-
tailed operational guide-
lines for its implementa-
tion within 6 weeks, he 
added.

Under the new GST 
regime, there is no pro-
vision for exemption but 
there is one section un-
der the Act which per-

mits refunds.
“Therefore, refund 

would be permitted 
through DBT. The sunset 
clause of these exemp-
tion has been extended 
to 2027. 4,284 industrial 
establishment will enti-
tled to this bene it,” Jait-
ley said.

Budgetary support 
of Rs 27,413 crore for 
the Scheme has been 
approved from July 1, 
2017 till March 31, 2027 
for such industrial units 
located in these states 
which availed the bene it 
of Central Excise exemp-
tion prior to coming into 
force of GST regime, he 
said.

The Centre was im-
plementing North East 
Industrial and Invest-
ment Promotion Policy 
(NEIIPP), 2007 for north 
eastern states including 
Sikkim and Package for 
Special Category States 
for Jammu & Kashmir, Ut-
tarakhand and Himachal 
Pradesh to promote in-
dustrialisation.

One of the bene-
its of the NEIIPP, 2007 

and Package for Special 
Category States was ex-
cise duty exemption for 
irst 10 years after com-

mencement of commer-
cial production.

Upon repeal of the 
Central Excise duty laws, 
the government has de-
cided to pay a budget-
ary support equal to the 
central share of the cash 
component of Central 
GST and Integrated GST 
paid by the affected eligi-
ble industrial units.

Centre extends tax
exemption for industry

in NE, hilly states

N  D , A  16 
(PTI): The Supreme 
Court today refused to 
transfer the trial in the 
Madan Tamang murder 
case of 2010 from Kolk-
ata to Sikkim but ordered 
that the proceedings 
should be conducted 
through video conferenc-
ing from Darjeeling.

A bench comprising 
Justices S A Bobde and L 
Nageswara Rao said that 
Gorkha Janmukti Morcha 
(GJM) general secretary Ro-
shan Giri, who is an accused 
in the case and had moved 
the apex court seeking 
transfer of trial from Kolk-
ata to Sikkim, does not rep-
resent all the persons facing 
trial in the matter.

The police has 
claimed that Tamang, 
who was the All India 
Gorkha League (AIGL) 
president, was hacked 
to death in Darjeeling on 
May 21, 2010 in broad 
daylight when he was 
overseeing preparations 
for a public meeting.

The apex court asked 
the lower court in Kol-
kata, where the case is 
pending, to hold the trial 
“mainly through video 
conferencing” for which 
the appropriate facility 
should be set up at Kol-
kata and Darjeeling re-
spectively.

It, however, clari ied 
that if the trial court was 
of the opinion that phys-
ical presence of a par-
ticular accused and or a 
witness was necessary 
before the Kolkata court, 
the judge can pass specif-
ic order in this regard.

“We are not inclined 

to direct that the case be 
transferred out of Kol-
kata at the instance of 
the petitioner (Giri) who 
do not represent all the 
accused in the trial,” the 
apex court said.

During the course of 
the hearing, Addition-
al Solicitor General P S 
Narasimha, representing 
the CBI, and senior lawyer 
Kapil Sibal, appearing for 
West Bengal government, 
told the bench that trial 
through video conferenc-
ing was an “accpetable 
option” in this case.

Giri’s counsel did not 
object to the submis-
sions, after which the 
bench said “we consider 
that these submissions 
are undoubtely reason-
able and practial. We ac-
cordingly direct the trial 
court to hold the trial in 
the case mainly through 
video conferencing for 
which the facility be duly 
set up in Kolkata and 
Darjeeling”.

The bench further 
said “if the trial judge 
would be of the opinion 
that physical presence of 
a particular witness or 
accused is necessary in 
court before Kolkata, he 
shall pass such speci ic 
order giving suf icient 
time to that person to be 
present before the court”.

Giri had approached the 
apex court seeking transfer 
of trial in the case, claiming 
that if he was to appear in 
court at Kolkata to face the 
murder trial, then there 
would be a serious law and 
order situation in Kolkata 
which might pose a threat 
to his life.

Madan Tamang
murder case: SC refuses

to transfer trial from
Kolkata
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HUMAN RESOURCE AND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM

Reference No: Dated: 

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER NO:
For and on behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, the Chief Engineer, Human Resource & Development Department, Government 
of Sikkim, invites e-tendering bids from the eligible registered contractors of appropriate class for the work listed below:-
Name of Work : Construction of State Council of Education Research and Training (S.C.E.R.T) at Burtuk, Gangtok, 
East Sikkim.

BID VALUE       Rs. 4,44,49,102/-

Date of Publishing  in E-Tendering Portal of Sikkim Government
(www.sikkimtender.gov.in)      21/08/2017 (11.00 AM onwards)

The intending contractors/ tenderers may visit the e-procurement portal of Government of Sikkim www.sikkimtender.gov.in
Sd/-

Chief Engineer
Human Resource & Development Department.

HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
GANGTOK, EAST SIKKIM

Reference No: Date:
INVITATION FOR BIDS

For and on behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, Human Resource Development Department, Government of Sikkim, invites online 
tender on percentage rate bids under two cover systems through e-procurement from the eligible class of contractors for the 
work “Construction of State Council of Educational Research and Training (S.C.E.R.T) at Burtuk, Gangtok, East Sikkim”. The 
bids should be submitted online through the website www.sikkimteder.gov.in .

The details of works and time schedule are as under:-
Sl.no. Name of Work Bid Value (Rs) Cost of Tender  Earnest Money 
   Documents [Rs.] 2.5% of tender value (Rs.)
1. Construction of 
 State Council of 
 Educational 
 Research and  Rs.4,44,49,102/- Rs.50,000/- Rs.11,11,228/-
 Training (S.C.E.R.T) 
 at Burtuk, Gangtok, 
 East Sikkim. 

The date and time of submission of completed bid document are as under:-
i) Publish of online tender in e-procurement portal 21/08/2017.
ii) Start date of uploading of bidding documents in e-procurement portal 21/08/2017.
iii) Last date for submission of bids online by the Bidders: 21/09/2017 (1600 hours).
iv) Date of opening of tender documents: 23/09/2017 (1100 hours).
1. Bidding documents may be downloaded from the e-procurement portal www.sikkimtender.gov.in.
2. All the documents listed at Sl.no. 3 of General Condition must be submitted in hard copies in the offi  ce of the Chief Engineer, 

HRDD on 22/09/2017 (within 16:00 hrs).
If the hard copies of above documents are not received on 22/09/2017 (within 16.00 hrs) the tender documents so submitted 

by the bidder through e-procurement portal shall be considered non-responsive and shall not be opened.
3. The department reserves the right to deny tender to any applicants without assigning any reason thereof.
4. Uploading of tender document in e-procurement portal is mandatory. Submission of hard copy only will not be considered 

a valid bid and shall summarily be rejected.
5. The intending bidders shall submit the technical bids & fi nancial bids in two separate envelopes duly sealed & clearly indi-

cating the Technical bid & Financial bid on the cover. For Technical bid the intending tenderer shall submit their credentials 
in form A,B,C,D,E &F of the Sikkim Public Works Manual 2009.

Sd/-
Additonal Chief Engineer (N/E)

Human Resource Development Department
Government of Sikkim.

HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
GANGTOK, EAST SIKKIM
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Name of Work  Construction of State Council of Educational Research and
 Training (S.C.E.R.T at Burtuk, Gangtok, East Sikkim.

Bid Value : Rs.4,44,49,102/-
Date of publish of E-Tender : 21/08/2017.
Start Date for download of tender documents :  21/08/2017
Start date for submission of E-Tender :  21/08/2017.
Last Date and time for submission of bids in 
e-procurement portal : 21/09/2017(1600 hours)
Date and time of opening of bids : 23/09/2017 (1100 hours)
Place of opening of bids :  Offi  ce of the Additional Chief Engineer (N/E)HRDD,   

  Government of Sikkim, East Sikkim.
B. General Conditions.
1. Tender open only to the eligible contractors/fi rm of appropriate Class and Area (in the State of Sikkim only).
2. The intending tenderers/contractors can download tender documents online through website www.sikkimtender.gov.in.
3. The applicants should upload the attested scan of the following documents on-line.
a) Latest Value Added Tax Clearance Certifi cate.
b) Earnest money in the form of Temporary deposit Receipt/ Fixed Deposit Receipt in favour of Chief Accounts Offi  cer, Human Re-

source & Development, Government of Sikkim, payable at Gangtok.
c) Cost of tender document in the form of Bank Receipt or Challan.
d) Validated certifi ed copy of Enlistment certifi cate from SPWD of appropriate Class.
e) Latest Income Tax Clearance Certifi cate as per the Indian Income Tax Act.
f) The prescribed non-transferable tender documents (Excluding the Tender form) can be obtained online from the website during 

the specifi ed period of time which is mentioned in NIT. Bank Receipt/Challan amounting the corresponding cost of the tender form 
indicated duly deposited in the State Bank of Sikkim or any Nationalised Bank towards cost of Tender Documents (Non-Refund-
able) under the receipt head “0202-HRDD-800-Other Receipts-Cost of Tender Form”.

g) Earnest money @2.5% duly deposited in the State Bank of Sikkim or any Nationalised Bank shall be in the form of TDR/FDR in 
favour of the Chief Account Offi  cer, Human Resource & Development Department, Gangtok, Sikkim.

h) The bidder has to make one tender acceptance from where they have to acknowledge that they have agreed each and every 
condition of tender before submitting online bid.

i) Average annual fi nancial turnover on construction works should be at least 30% (Thrity percent) of contract value, during the last 
three years ending 31st March of the previous fi nancial years.

j) Profi t/Loss account papers should be as on 31st March of the previous fi nancial year.
k) Solvency Certifi cate should be for an amount equal to 40% of the estimated cost of the work.
l) Service Tax registration Certifi cate.
m) One similar work experience having successfully completed, costing not less than the amount equal to 40% (forty percent) of 

estimated cost put to the tender.
OR
n) Two similar works costing not less the amount equal to 30% (Thirty percent) of the estimated cost put to the tender.
o) One work of any nature (either part of m or n) above or a separate one costing not less than 80% (eighty percent) of the estimated 

cost put to tender with some Central/State Government Department/Central Autonomous  body/State Autonomous body/ Central 
PSUs.

4. The Tender Documents including the Tender acceptance Form with BOQ in the given format should be submitted the bid online in 
a respective cover. Supporting documents listed at Sl.No. 3 a, b, c, d, e,f, g, h, i, j, k, l, m, n & o above should be enclosed with the 
off er.

5. Tender has to be submitted online through website www.sikkimtender.gov.in on the date and within the time indicated above in NIT, 
offl  ine bid will not be accepted.

6. A Tender Opening Committee in the presence of the tenderers will open the tenders on the date and time indicated above.
7. Failure to provide information which is essential to justify the Applicant’s meeting the requirement or to provide timely clarifi cation 

or substantiation of the information supplied may result in disqualifi cation of the applicant.
8.  Each bidder shall submit only one bid for the project. A bidder who submits or participates in more than one Bid (other than as 

subcontractors  or in case of alternatives that have been permitted or requested) will cause all the proposals with the Bidder’s 
participation to be disqualifi ed.

9. The bidder is expected to examine carefully all instructions, conditions, contract, contract data, forms, terms, and technical specifi -
cations, bill of quantities, forms annexure and drawings in the Bid Document. Failure to comply with requirement of Bid Documents 
shall be at the bidder’s own risk. The bids which are not substantially responsive to the requirements of the bid documents shall be 
rejected.

10. Before the deadline for submission of bids, the Employer may modify the bidding documents by issuing corrigendum through 
online.

11. Any corrigendum thus issued shall be part of the bidding documents and shall be communicated in writing or by the Employer 
through online.

12. Avoidable damages due to negligence of the contractor shall be at his own risk and cost. The department shall not be liable for 

payment of such damages (if any), including accidents to labourers at site.
13. The off er shall remain valid for a period of 90 days. The work should commence within 15 days from the date of issue of work 

order.
14. Security deposit shall be deducted from the running bills of the bidder @ 5
% of the value of work done.
15. The work value, scope and quantum or works are subject to change, the contractor shall execute the work as per the directives 

of the Department. No claim on this account shall be entertained whatsoever, if any extra claim is made, it shall be as per the 
agreement and approved rates.

16. The Department reserves the rights to withhold payments to the bidders unless test certifi cates are produced by the bidder when 
called upon to do so and cost of test shall be borne be bidder solely.

17. The recoveries of Income Tax, Value Added Tax and Royalties on Forest Produces shall be as per rates notifi ed by the Govern-
ment from time to time and applicable on the date of payment. In no case, claim of any bidder for deduction as per rates incorpo-
rated in Analysis of Rates or Schedule of Rates or Rates on the date of tender shall be acceptable.

18. In case the man powers employed by the bidder are from outside the State or neighbouring countries, it shall be the responsibility 
of the bidder to get them registered with the Labour Department, Government of Sikkim as per the relevant Labour Laws.

19. Damages to properties in and around the work site must be avoided at all cost. The bidder shall be held responsible for any acts 
of negligence and shall be made to make good the damages.

20. It is accepted that the tenderer have inspected the site before submitting his/her bid. There may be possible site diffi  culties for 
which the tenderer should have their own correct assessment before submitting the bid.

21.  The bidder will have to pay all taxes and duties as applicable and notifi ed by the State/Central Government and no claim shall 
be entertained in this regard whatsoever.

22. The bidders will have to arrange all the stock and non-stock materials required for the work, if not arranged by the Department 
already, and the rate quoted by the bidder should be inclusive of any increase in the rates of stock and non-stock materials. No 
additional amount shall be paid for any increase in cost of stock and non-stock materials.

23. Disqualifi cation: Even through the applicants meet the above criteria, they are subject to be disqualifi ed if they have made mis-
leading or false representation in the form, statements and attachments and/or records or proof performances such a abandoning 
the work, rescinding of contract for which the reasons are attributable of the non-performance of the bidder, consistent history of 
litigation awarded against the applicant of fi nancial failure due to bankruptcy.

24. The Bid openers will open all the online received bids in time as specifi ed. In the event of the specifi ed date of Bid opening being 
declared as holiday for the Employer, the bids will be opened at the appointed time and location on the next working day.

25. In all cases, the amount of bid security, cost of bid documents, and validity of the bid shall be scrutinized.
26. The Employer will award the contract to Bidder whose bid has been determined to be substantially responsive to the Bidding 

documents and who has off ered the lowest evaluated bid price.
27. The Bidder whose bid has been accepted will be notifi ed online and the award of contract shall be sent via mail by the respective 

bid evaluator from the system itself.
28. The notifi cation of award will constitute the formation of the Contract.
29. The agreement will incorporate all agreements between the Employer and the successful Bidder. It will be signed by the Em-

ployer and sent to successful Bidder, within 28 days following the notifi cation of award along with the letter of acceptance within 21 
days of receipt: the successful Bidder will sign the Agreement and deliver it to the Employer.

30. Bidders will be required to provide with bid security in the form of fi xed deposit/TDR @2.5% of the bid value valid for a period of 
90 days.

31. The department reserves the right to:
a) Amend the scope and value of any contract(s) to bid, in which event the contract(s) will only be bid among those prequalifi ed 

bidders who meet the requirements of the contract(s) as amended;
b) Reject or accept any bids; and 
c) Cancel the bidding process and reject all application.
32. Failure to provide information which is essential to justify the Applicant’s meeting the requirements to provide timely clarifi cation 

or substantiation of the information supplied may result disqualifi cation of the applicant.
33. The work should be completed within 36 (thirty six) months of issuance of work order, failing which the contractor has to face 

penalization or termination of contract.
34. The contractor should submit a work plan of 36 (thirty six) m of work  from the date of issue of work order.  The work plan should 

be submitted within a week from the date of issue of work order.
Sd/-

ADDITONAL CHIEF ENGINEER (N/E)
HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM.

  AFFIDAVIT
1. I the undersigned, do hereby certify that all the statements made in the required attachments are true and correct.
2. The undersigned also hereby certifi es that neither our fi rm M/S _______________Has abandoned any work in India nor any 

contract awarded to us for such work have been rescinded ,during last fi ve years prior to the date of this bid. 
3. The undersigned hereby authorize( s) and request( s) any bank ,fi rm or corporation to garnish pertinent information deemed 

necessary by the Department to verify this statement or regarding my (our)competence and general reputation.
4. The undersigned understand and agrees that further qualifying information may be requested, and agrees to furnish any such 

information at the Department /Project implementing agency.   ________________________________
(Signed by an Authorized Representative of the Firm) _______________________________
Name of Firm ______________________________________
Date

C: Instruction to Bidders:
1) Possession of valid Digital Signature Certifi cate (DSC) and enrolment/ registration of the contractors/bidders on the e-procure-

ment/ e-tender is a prerequisite for e-tendering.
2) Bidder should do the enrollments in the e-Procurement site using the “Click here to Enroll” option available on the home page. Por-

tal enrollment is generally free of charge. During enrollment/ registration, the bidders should provide the correct/ true information 
including valid email id. All the correspondence shall be made directly with the contractors/ bidders through email id provided.

3) Bidder need to login to the site through their user ID/ password chosen during enrollement/ registration.
4) Then the Digital Signature Certifi cate (Class II or Class III Certifi cates with signing key usage) issued by SIFY/ TCS/ nCode/ 

eMudhra or ay Certifying Authority recognized by CCA India one-Token/ Smart Card should be registered.
5) The DSC that is registered should be used by the bidder and should ensure safety of the same.
6) Contractor/ Bidder may go through the tenders published on the site and download the required tender documents/ schedules for 

the tenders he/ she is interested in.
7) After downloading/ getting the tender document/ schedules, the Bidder should go through them carefully and then submit the 

documents asked.
8) If there are any clarifi cations, this may be obtained online through the tender site, or through the contact details. Bidder should take 

into account of the corrigendum published before submitting the bids online.
9) Bidder then logs in to the site through the secured log in by giving the password of the e-Token/ Smart Card to access DSC.
10) Bidders selects the tender which he/ she is interested in by using the search option & then moves it to the ‘my favorites folder’.
11) From the favorite’s folder, he selects the tender to view all the details indicated.
12) It is construed that the bidder has read all the terms and conditions before submitting their off er. Bidder should go through the 

tender schedules carefully and upload the documents as asked; otherwise, the bid will be rejected.
13) Bidder, in advance, should get ready the bid documents to be submitted as indicated in the tender document/ schedule and 

generally, they can be in PDF/ xls/zip/dwf formats. If there is more than one document, they can be clubbed together and can be 
provided in the requested format. Each document to be uploaded through online for the tenders should be less than 2 MB. If any 
document is more than 2MB, it can be reduced through zip/ rar and the same can be uploaded, if permitted.

14) If there are any clarifi cations, this may be obtained through the site, or during the pre-bid meeting if any. Bidder should take into 
account the corrigendum published from time to time before submitting the online bids.

15) The Bidders can update well in advance, the documents such as certifi cates, annual report details etc., under My Space option 
and these can be selected as per tender requirements and then send along with bid documents during bid submission. This will 
facilitate the bid submission process faster by reducing upload time of bids.

16) Bidder should submit the Tender Fee/ EMD as specifi ed in the tender. The original should be posted/ couriered/ given in person 
to the Tender Inviting Authority, within the bid submission due date & time for the tender. Scanned copy of the instrument should 
be uploaded as part of the off er, is asked for. If the last day for receiving tenders is declared a holiday, the next working day at the 
same time will be the last date & time for the receipt of Tender Fee/ EMD in physical form in the prescribed envelop.

17) While submitting the bids online, the bidder reads the terms and conditions and accepts the same to proceed further to submit 
the bid packets.

18) The bidder has to select the payment options as offl  ine to pay the Tender Fee/ EMD as applicable and enter details of the in-
struments.

19) The details of BR/ Challan/ FDR/ TDR or any other accepted instrument, physically sent, should tally with the details available in 
the scanned copy and the data entered during bid submission time. Otherwise submitted bid will bnot be acceptable.

20) The bidder has to digitally sign and upload the required bid documents one by one as indicated. Bidders to note that the very 
act of using DSC for downloading the bids and uploading the off ers shall be deemed to be a confi rmation that they have read all 
sections and pages of the bid document including General conditions of contract without any exception and have understood the 
entire document and are clear about the requirements of the tender requirement. 

21) The bidder has to upload the relevant fi les required as indicated in the cover content. In case of any irrelevant fi les, the bid will 
be rejected.

22) If the price bid format is provided in a spread sheet like BoQ_xxxx.xls, the rates should be entered in the allotted space only and 
uploaded after fi lling the relevant columns. The Price Bid/ BOQ template must not be modifi ed/ replaced by the bidder; else the 
bid submitted is liable to be rejected for this tender.

23) The bidders are requested to submit the bids through online e-tendering system to the Tender Inviting Authority (TIA) well before 
the bid submission end date & time (as per Server System Clock). The TIA will not be held responsible for any sort of delay or the 
diffi  culties faced during the submission of bids online by the bidders at the eleventh hour.

24) After the bid submission, the acknowledgement number, given by the e-tendering system should be printed by the bidder and 
kept as a record of evidence for online submission of bid for the particular tender and will also act as an entry pass to participate 
in the bid opening date.

25) The bidder should ensure/ see that the bid documents submitted should be free from virus and if the documents could not be 
opened due to virus during tender opening, the bid is likely/ liable to be rejected.

26) The time settings fi xed in the server side & displayed at the top of the tender site will be valid for all actions of requesting, bid 
submission, bid opening etc., in the e-tender system. The bidders should follow this time during bid submission.

27) All the data being entered by the bidders would be encrypted using PKI encryption techniques to ensure the secrecy of the data. 
The data entered will not be viewable by unauthorized persons during bid submission & not be viewed by any one until the time 
of opening.

28) Any bid document that is uploaded to the server is subjected to symmetric encryption using a system generated numeric key. 
Further, this key is subjected to asymmetric encryption using buyers/ bid opener’s public keys. Overall, the uploaded tender doc-
uments become readable only after the tender opening by the authorized bid openers.

29) The confi dentiality of the bid is maintained since the secured Socket Layer 128 bit encryption technology is used. Date storage 
encryption fi elds is done.

30) The bidder should logout of tendering system using the normal logout option available at the top right hand corner and not by 
selecting the (X) exit option in the browser.

31) For any queries regarding e-tendering process of online bid submission or queries relating to e-Procurement Portal in gener-
al may be directed to the 24x7 e-Procurement Portal Helpdesk. The contact number of the helpdesk is 0120-4200462, 0120-
4001002.

Sd/-
ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER (N/E)

HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
R.O. No. 248/ipr/Pub/Classi./17-18 dt. 16.8.2017   GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM.
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EtCETERA

ARIES: You feel like a scared 
child who wants to hide under the 
bed today, Aries. Keep in mind 
that there are just as many mon-
sters under the bed as there are out 
in the world. At least you can see 
the ones outside and perhaps even 
enlist the help of others to combat 
them. Don’t shut yourself in during 
this time of great upheaval. Your 
opinion is just as valid as anyone 
else’s.
TAURUS: Today may feel like 
everything’s coming to a head for 
you, Taurus. Even the slightest 
action might face resistance. The 
more stubborn your attitude, the 
harder it will be to progress. Your 
job is to infuse playfulness into 

every situation. Remind people 
that we’re all on this stage togeth-
er. We need to make the most of 
it, not shove each other out of the 
spotlight.
GEMINI: You’d do well to disci-
pline your actions today, Gemini, 
and keep a level head. Unexpected 
events may rise to challenge estab-
lished authority. Don’t jump to any 
sweeping conclusions. Make sure 
you gather the facts before you act. 
Don’t simply recoil and shrink into 
a cave. If you don’t take action, 
you’ll be acted upon.
CANCER: Keeping things bal-
anced today will prove challeng-
ing, Cancer. Take this seriously 
because it’s probably needed more 

than ever. You might be the arbiter 
in situations where a battle exists 
between old and new. Take advan-
tage of opportunities. Make sure 
you’re in on the deal. Use your 
communicative powers to help 
bridge the gap.
LEO: Passions may run high, Leo, 
and you could be right in the thick 
of things. Today may be a bit more 
intense than usual. Confl icting 
energies will butt up against each 
other in your head, and you might 
need to make an important decision 
now. You’ve done all the prep work 
you need to do. It’s time to act.
VIRGO: Indecision may leave 
you standing at the station after all 
the trains have left, Virgo. Hop on 

one that’s going in your direction. 
Add your name to the roster of ac-
tive participants. Today isn’t a day 
to wait for opportunity to come to 
you. If you see something you be-
lieve in, move toward it. Act spon-
taneously and don’t worry about 
the consequences.
LIBRA: Something might be 
shaking the very ground you stand 
on, Libra. Just when you thought 
everything was calm and stable, 
suddenly the ground begins to 
rumble. Secure your footing, hold 
on, and stay fl exible. A few steps in 
a diff erent direction may position 
you in a safe area where you can 
ride out the storm with no prob-
lem. Becoming too fi xed and rigid 

would be a bad idea.
SCORPIO: Follow your heart in-
stead of your wallet, Scorpio. Start 
with yourself and choose where to 
spend your resources. Take an ac-
tive role and be on the lookout for 
opportunities to grab hold of and 
profi t from. You may fi nd a confl ict 
going on in your world. Stand up 
for what you believe in and don’t 
be afraid to rock the boat.
SAGITTARIUS: Your adaptable 
nature will be put to the test today, 
Sagittarius. Try to go with the fl ow. 
Remember that you have a rudder 
with which to steer. You can fl oat 
down the river freely, but don’t 
think that this means you have to 
give up all control. You have the 

power of choice, so use it. Take an 
active role in events or you might 
as well stay in bed.
CAPRICORN: Today is a signif-
icant day, astrologically speaking, 
Capricorn. It may be an affi  rmation 
of your pioneering spirit. Be the 
champion of the new and bizarre. 
There’s a window of opportunity 
opening to reveal a golden chance. 
Forces that seem to confl ict may 
actually work well together. Re-
member to balance old traditions 
with new information. The integra-
tion of these is key.
AQUARIUS: There may be some 
tension in the air for you, Aquar-
ius. Large forces are moving 
through your life that are suddenly 

coming into confl ict. People who 
have been on a certain path for a 
long time now have to face the 
music. How well have you phys-
ically and mentally prepared? The 
strength of your framework is now 
being tested against the prevailing 
winds.
PISCES: Your ability to juggle 
many tasks is going to come in 
handy, Pisces. Information may 
fl y and you could be asked to step 
up and contribute your wealth of 
knowledge. You may come into 
opposition with someone with a 
superior attitude. Remember that 
the old ways aren’t always best. 
They may have worked in the past, 
but things have changed.
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A R C T I C   C I R C L E  - HALLATT

B A B Y   B L U E S  - KIRKMAN & SCOTT

L O C K H O R N S  - HOEST & REINER

17TH AUG
WORLD HISTORY
1812: Napoleon Bonaparte’s 
army defeated the Russians at 
the Battle of Smolensk during 
the Russian retreat to Mos-
cow.
1850: Jose Francisco de San 
Martin, Argentine-born South 
American revolutionary hero, 
died in France.
1869: Oxford University beat 
Harvard University on the 
Thames River in the irst in-
ternational boat race. 
1870: Esther Morris was 
named a justice of the peace 
in South Pass City, the irst 
woman to hold public of ice in 
the US.
1876: Eric Drummond, First 
Sec.-General of League of Na-
tions (1919-33), was born.
1945: Indonesian nationalists 
declared independence from 
the Netherlands.

INDIAN HISTORY
1780: Philip Francis and War-
ren Hastings fought a gun 
duel. Francis was shot, but 
survived. Hastings escaped 
unhurt.
1909: Indian revolution-
ary, Madan Lal Dhingra was 
hanged in Pentonville prison 
for Wyllie and Lalkaka mur-
ders.
1947: After the Independence 
of India, the irst contingent of 
British troops sailed for home.
1947: The Radcliffe Line was 
declared as the boundary be-
tween India and Pakistan, fol-
lowing the Partition of India. 
The line is named after Sir 
Cyril Radcliffe who was com-
missioned to equitably divide 
4,50,000 km sq of territory 
with 88 million people.

Dr. RAJEN UPADHYAY
Assistant Professor in History, 

Namchi Govt. College

ALL DOLLED UP! Tyra Banks attends the premiere of 
NBC’s “America’s Got Talent” Season 12 at Dolby The-
atre on in Hollywood, California.

GoT 
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Leaked!

Just when you thought that things 
couldn’t get any worse for HBO and 

Game of Thrones executives, HBO Spain 
decided to take up the matter in its own 
hands by airing the complete GOT S07E06 
episode. The new episode of Game of 
Thrones out before its of icial airing and 
this time HBO has no one but themselves 
to blame. Facepalm!

After HBO Nordic committed this 
blunder of broadcasting the next unaired 
Game of Thrones episode in Spain for 1 
hour, the viewers were quick to record the 
same and share it online with other GOT 
enthusiasts.

As usual, Reddit was the first on-
line forum that became the go-to place 

for HBO fans. On different Game of 
Thrones-related subreddits (For ex., 

Freefolk), the users are uploading clips 
of the episode and HBO is acting fastly 

and removing the streams 
as soon as possible. How-
ever, the leaked Game of 
Thrones Season 7 Episode 
6 content continues to ex-
ist at various places on the 
web, and it’s just a matter 
of time when the episode 
will be available to GOT 
pirates.

The users are also 
sharing unaired Game of 
Thrones S07E06 clips and 
GITs on Twit-
ter, Facebook, 
and different 
online forums. 
So, if you wish 
to enjoy the 
next episode 
and stay away from spoil-

ers, don’t click on such GIFs.
Some Reddit users have claimed that 

they were able to spot live streams of the 
episode on Twitch and YouTube.

At the time of writing, the full episode 
has just started being posted on torrent 
sites and is being uploaded with the ile 
name ‘Game_of_Thrones_-_S07E06. lv’ to 
sites like Mega.nz faster than HBO can take 
the links down.

In the related news, earlier this week, 
Mumbai police arrested 4 people for al-
legedly leaking unaired Game of Thrones 
Season 7 Episode 4.

It would be interesting to look at the 
events of upcoming days 
and the steps taken by 
HBO to prevent the entire 
Episode 6 from leaking 
on torrent websites. The 
security of unaired Game 
of Thrones episodes has 

been a headache for HBO, but the ratings 
of the popular fantasy TV show hasn’t 
been affected.

Ever since the irst teaser of 
Daddy came out, the audi-

ence interest in the gangster 
biopic has had a revival. Daddy 
isn’t the irst gangster ilm in 
Bollywood. Our industry’s ob-
session with the dark under-
belly of society is age old. What 
is new, however, is the fact that 
Daddy is B-town’s irst realis-
tic depiction of a gangster.

Even with some memora-
ble movies in the genre (Sa-
tya, Company, Salim Langde 
Pe Mat Ro), we can say that 
Daddy can stand apart from 
the rest. Unlike a Once Upon 
a Time… and its sequel or 
Company or Satya, this is not 
a ictionalised account that 
takes inspiration from real 
life. This is a proper gangster 
biopic that is not afraid to 

take the names of the person-
alities it is willing to portray.

So you have Rampal has 
Gawli, while his close asso-
ciates like Babu Reshim and 
Rama Naik (they were the lead-
ers of the dreaded B.R.A. gang) 
also getting mentioned by their 
real names. With three years 
of research, the director has 
made sure that his actors have 
some real sort of 
semblance to the 
characters they 
are, the primary example being 
Arjun Rampal as Arun Gawli.

Yes, the heights may not 
match, but Rampal has tak-
en a lot of efforts to keep the 
facial characteristics similar 
to that of Gawli, and you will 
appreciate the efforts when 
you see the trailer. Similarly, 

the casting of Anand Ingale, 
Rajesh Shringarpure and 
Aishwarya Rajesh as Babu 
Reshim, Rama Naik and Asha 
Gawli is just near perfect.

Then there is the fact that 
the setting of Daddy is not 
contemporary and had to 
show the gangster’s growth 
to utmost notoriety from the 

’80s into the ’90s. 
Therefore the pe-
riod setting has 

to be justi ied, which is 
quite evident in the trailers as 
well as the songs. And yet, the 
depiction of the era is not in 
your face unlike Once Upon A 
Time…or Bombay Velvet; save 
for the Zindagi Meri Dance 
Dance song, the feel of the era 
shown is natural. The director 
has also taken a lot of pains to 

recreate Gawli’s surroundings, 
especially the Dagdi Chawl.

An easier route for Daddy 
to go through and get some 
attention was to show his ri-
valry with Dawood Ibrahim, 
the most known gangster 
on this face of the continent. 
However, while Daddy touch-
es upon this aspect, the movie 
is rather focussing on a more 
intrinsic look at Arun Gawli’s 
journey and perceiving him as 
the family man who also takes 
care of the inhabitants of his 
locality, while being looked 
by the rest of the city as this 
dreaded gangster who need 
to be taken under the law 
asap. The director will be fo-
cussing more on the character 
development rather than just 
some very gritty shootouts.

Why this “Daddy” has more swag than any other Gangster movie in B-town!

Saif Ali Khan turns 47 to-
day! And he surely has the 

best movie lineup among all 
the Bollywood superstars.

The actor, who was last 
seen in this year’s Rangoon, 
is one of the few actors in 
Bollywood who has the ea-
gerness to experiment with 
his roles even at the peak of 
the career. You can say that 
he might be compensating 
for the similar kind of roles 
that he has done in the ’90s, 
but no actor would dare to do 
movies like how he did both 
Salaam Namaste and Being 
Cyrus at the same time, when 
his career had hit a purple 
patch in the previous decade. 
He also won the National 
Award for the Best Actor in 
Hum Tum, while in the next 
year, he gave his career-best 
performance as the villain-
ous Langda Tyagi in Omkara.

Recently, the actor is fac-
ing a dull phase in his career 
what with most of his movies 
not working at the box of-
ice, including Rangoon (that 

had reunited him with his 
Omkara director, Vishal Bha-
radwaj). However, instead 
of playing safe and playing 
in his comfort zone, Saif Ali 
Khan is taking on roles that 

are both interesting and chal-
lenging to the actor in him.

While most of his peers 
are still stuck on doing tried-
and-tested approach when 
it comes to selecting their 
roles, Saif Ali’s upcoming 
movies stand out because of 
their varied genres and that 
every movie has something 
novel to offer. Moreover, he is 
also playing characters clos-
er to his age in many of them. 
Here’s what you should ex-
pect from Saif Ali Khan’s 
ilmography in the coming 

months.Go Goa Gone sequel 
[Genre: Horror comedy]

The irst Go Goa Gone 
movie was one of its kind ex-
periments rarely made in Bol-
lywood, an enjoyable zombie 
lick It ended on a clif hanger 

teasing us a sequel. Howev-
er, the sadly underwhelming 
collections of the movie at the 
box of ice made the chances 
of GGG getting a sequel redun-
dant. However, in May, Saif Ali 
Khan assured the fans they 
are working on the sequel, 
and they will be bringing back 
the original cast for the same. 
Yayyy!

So which Saif Ali Khan 
movie are you most excited 
about?

Birthday Special: Saif Ali Khan!


