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In memory of

Kamal Prasad Alley

 

(16.07.1938- 22.05.2014)
God saw him getting tired, and a cure was not to be.

So he put his arms around him and 
whispered “Come to Me.”

With tearful eyes
We watched him suff er, and saw him slowly fade away.

Although we loved him dearly, we could not make him stay.
A golden heart stopped beating, hard-

working hands put to rest,
God broke our hearts to prove to us,

He only takes the best.
Fondly remembered by your family,

Roma  Alley, 
Annapurna, Puran, Ahaan and Jed.

Santa Bhawan, Arithang

REBYNA RANA/IPR
N , 21 M : 

Continuing his 32-day vil-
lage to village tour under 

Jan Samparka Abhiyan, Chief 
Minister Pawan Chamling to-
day addressed the public of 
Melli constituency at Turuk in 
South Sikkim.

In his speech, the CM 
spoke about the aim of his 
32-day tour of the State which 
is to hold direct interaction 
with general public and un-
derstand the developmental 
requirements.

He appreciated the mod-
ern approach of the Pancha-
yats of Melli constituency in 
serving the people of their 
area.

“The Panchayats of Melli 
are model panchayats,” he ex-
pressed.

The CM added that the 
State government has been 
encouraging people to be-
come self-reliant by under-
taking trade, tourism and or-
ganic farming. He directed the 
Block Development Of icers 

to issue trade licenses to vil-
lagers on the basis of Sikkim 
Subject Certi icate.

“Get trade licenses imme-
diately by showing your Sik-
kim Subject Certi icate only. 
Show NOCs and documents 
next year during the renewal 

process. This we are doing to 
encourage our villagers to do 
trade,” he said.

“In 24 years of our govern-
ment, Sikkim has developed 
in all sectors. There are roads, 
power and water supply, 
schools, healthcare and hous-

ing. We have ful illed the basic 
minimum needs of our people 
and this is not there in other 
States. There is no extreme 
poverty in Sikkim. Now our 
second phase of development 
will start and our focus will be 
on qualitative development,” 

he added.
The CM further informed 

that the State Government 
will construct houses for the 
remaining BPL families with 
Sikkim Subject Certi icates in 
Melli constituency and also 
provide them with means and 

support to improve their eco-
nomic conditions.

“The target is to uplift BPL 
families into the APL category 
within a year and this must be 
taken care of by the area MLA. 
The State Government will ex-
tend extra support on this,” he 
said.

He urged the of icials and 
the Panchayat members to 
complete all the incomplete 
public works at various plac-
es which have caused enough 
grief to the public and should 
be avoided in the future. He 
also asked the public to work 
following the motto of “Afno 
Gaon, Afai Banau” for a better 
Sikkim.

The CM also stated that 
work related tenders in the 
village would be done in the 
village level in their respec-
tive Block Administrative 
Centres where locals of the 
area would be eligible to ile 
for open tender without any 
interference.

He also expressed his 

Panchayats of Melli are model panchayats: CM

K , M  21 (PTI): The 
outbreak of Nipah virus in Kera-
la has so far claimed three lives, 
while one person is undergoing 
treatment and eight are under 
observation, Health minister K 
K Shylaja said today.

Five more people have died 
due to high fever and similar 
symptoms of the virus in Kozhi-
kode and neighbouring Malap-
puram districts.But it has not yet 
been con irmed if these deaths 
were due to Nipah, health de-
partment sources said.

Considering the serious-
ness of the situation, the Centre 
rushed a high-level team from 
the NationalCentre for Disease 
-Control (NCDC), including its 
director, Dr Sujeet Kumar Singh 
and Head of Epidemiology, Dr S 
K Jain, which arrived today.

The team visited Changaro-
thu amd Perambra from where 
the virus was irst reported and 
took stock of the situation.

Kerala Chief Minister Pina-
rayi Vijayan said that the gov-

ernment was handling the issue 
with ‘utmost seriousness’.

“Three persons are con-
irmed to have died of Nipah 

virus.
The samples of others sus-

pected to have been infected 
have been sent for testing and 
the results are awaited”, he said 
in a statement.

He said the health depart-
ment was taking all steps to 
ensure that the virus does not 
spread.

“All efforts are also being 
made to ensure that more lives 
are not lost”, Vijayan said.

Instructions have been is-
sued to private hospitals not to 
deny treatment to those reach-
ing hospitals with fever,he said.

The three deaths, which oc-
curred over the past fortnight, 
were from the same family, in-
cluding two siblings in their ear-
ly twenties.

The man undergoing treat-
ment for ‘Nipah’ is the father of 
the two brothers who died.

Two more nurses from Per-
ambra have been admitted to 
the Kozhikode Medical college 
hospital with high fever.

Nipah virus (NiV) infection is 
a newly emerging zoonosis that 
causes severe disease in both 
animals and humans. The nat-
ural host of the virus are fruit 
bats of the Pteropodidae family, 
Pteropus genus.

Dead bats were found from 
the well of the house belonging 
to the family which had lost 3 
of its members to the virus.The 
well has been closed, the health 
minister said.

A nursing assistant, Lini, 
who had treated three infect-
ed persons, died this morning.
However, it was yet to be con-
irmed if she had contracted the 

virus.
The young woman, who is 

survived by husband and two 
sons aged 7 and 2, was cremated 
in an electric crematorium this 
morning.

Health minister Shylaja and 

Labour minister T P Ramakrish-
nan held discussions with of i-
cials and assured that the gov-
ernment was taking necessary 
steps to prevent spread of the 
virus, which has affected the 
state for the irst time.

The state has been put on 
high alert and two control rooms 
have also been opened here.

Shylaja said there was 
no need to panic as the virus 
spreads only through direct con-
tact with the infected person.

“We have listed the persons 
who have got in touch with the 
patients. They have been isolat-
ed as a precautionary measure,” 
she said.

The health minister said pe-
ripheral hospitals in the vicinity 
of the Medical college have been 
asked to set up isolation wards 
and if they have patients with 
symptoms of the virus, they 
should be directed to the medi-
cal college.

According to the WHO web-

Nipah virus claims 3 lives in
Kerala, 8 under observation

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 21 M :

In a series of new join-
ings, 113 families ear-

lier aligned with the SDF 
from Rangang-Yangang 
constituency led by for-
mer Director of Horti-
culture Department, RK 
Basnet, of icially joined 
Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha party today, an SKM 
press release claims. 

The release further 
informs that 32 families 
from Barfung constitu-
ency and 06 active youth 
of the ruling party from 
N a m c h i -S i n g h i t h a n g 
constituency have also 
joined SKM.

Addressing the join-
ing programme at Ra-
bongla in South Sikkim, 

SKM chief coordinator 
and Sangha MLA, Sonam 
Lama, urged everyone to 
come forward in order to 

save Sikkim.
The programme was 

chaired by acting pres-
ident and MLA, Kunga 

Nima Lepcha, and at-
tended by senior lead-
ers and workers of SKM 
party.

SKM welcomes new members to the party

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 21 M :

A workshop on “Ani-
mal Protection Laws 

and Animal Welfare 
Laws” was organised by 
Sikkim Judicial Academy 
at the High Court audi-
torium here on 20 May, 
an SJA press release in-
forms.

The workshop was 
presented by Director, 
Animal Law Center, NAL-
SA [Hyderabad], NG Jaya-
simha, who also manages 
the programmes of the 
Animal Law Center in 
India related to farm an-
imal welfare, wildlife and 
animal used in research. 
He is enrolled as an Ad-

vocate in the Supreme 
Court Bar Association, 
the release adds.

The programme had 
been conducted for Judi-
cial Of icers, Divisional 

Forest Of icers and Of-
icers from the Animal 

Husbandry, Livestock, 
Fisheries & Veterinary 
Sciences Department, 
Government of Sikkim.

SJA conducts workshop on animal
protection & welfare laws

Protests over 
Citizenship 
(Amendment) 
Bill in three 
NE states
I / K /
A , M  21 (PTI): 
Lending support to the 
voices of dissent over 
the Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2016, hun-
dreds of student activists 
staged demonstrations 
today across three north-
east states.

The apex bodies 
of students’ unions in 
Arunachal Pradesh, 
Mizoram, and Nagaland 
organised sit-ins this 
morning in their re-
spective state capitals, 
demanding immediate 
scrapping of the pro-
posed legislation.

The protesters also 
submitted memoranda 
to the governors in their 
states, seeking their in-
tervention in the matter.

The Citizenship 
(Amendment) Bill, 2016 
was introduced in the 
Lok Sabha to amend the 
Citizenship Act, 1955. A 
key amendment in the 
bill seeks to grant citi-
zenship to persecuted 
minorities from Afghani-
stan, Bangladesh and Pa-
kistan after six years of 
their residence in India.

In Itanagar, mem-
bers of the All Arunachal 
Pradesh Students’ Union 
(AAPSU) said they would 
continue the stir till the 
time the government con-
cedes to their demands.

AAPSU President 
Hawa Bagang said the 
Centre had no regard for 
the indigenous people of 
the region.

“The proposed bill 
is one among the many 
examples that show the 
lawmakers in our coun-
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ARPAN PRADHAN
G , 21 M :

A constituency-level 
coordination meet-

ing cum interaction pro-
gramme of East District 
Cheli Morcha wing of 
Sikkim Democratic Front 
was organized here at 
Tso Kha Sum Hall in 
Namnang, Gangtok.

The daylong inter-
active programme was 
organised for women of 
Arithang constituency.

The meeting was 
chaired by one of the se-
nior citizens of the con-
stituency, Dawa Phuti 
Sherpa, and had the 
presence of former min-
ister, NK Pradhan, Area 

MLA, Shyam Pradhan, 
GMC Chairperson, Ashish 

Rai, Women Commission 
Chairperson, Rehna Rai, 

councilors, former coun-
cilors, party workers and 

chelis of the constituency.
Cheli Morcha Conve-

nor, Sanu Sherpa, high-
lighted the importance of 
organizing the interaction 
programme and informed 
that similar programmes 
have been conducted in 
different localities of East 
district since 12 May.

Addressing the gath-
ering, GMC Chairperson, 
Ashish Rai, highlighted 
various programmes of 
the party and urged the 
youth especially female 
members to come for-
ward and support the 
party for proper func-
tioning and developmen-
tal works of the State.

“SDF has true leader-

ship and has collected a lot 
of experiences and now it 
is the responsibility of 
youth to take forward the 
party’s policies,” he added.

He urged everyone 
present to avoid repeat-
ing the mistakes of 2014 
general election and 
work towards securing 
100% win for SDF in the 
2019 election.

Area MLA, Shyam 
Pradhan, spoke about 
developmental projects 
and schemes undertaken 
by the State Government.

Former Minister, Nee-
ru Sewa, who is also the 
vice president of SDF 
Cheli Morcha, said that 
the State Government 

has created opportuni-
ties for all and urged all 
to avail the bene its.

“SDF Government has 
done historic work for 
the protection of women 
and to provide them their 
rights,” Ms Sewa added.

She requested wom-
en to understand the re-
ality and come forward 
to utilise the political 
rights that the SDF Gov-
ernment has provided to 
women of the State.

More than 300 wom-
en of Arithang constitu-
ency attended the event.

Similar programmes 
will be organised in re-
maining areas of East 
district, it is informed.

SDF Cheli Morcha coordination meet for Arithang constituency 

desire to make Sikkim 
self-reliant and self-suf-
icient in areas of food 

resources by 2023.
The CM also address-

es the issue of property 
rights and government 
employment regarding 
Sikkimese women mar-
ried to non-Sikkimese 
persons.

“Sikkimese women 
married to non-Sikkim 
Subject Certi icate hold-
ers and working as MR 
employee will be eligible 
for regularization. The 
daughters of Sikkim will 
also have equal rights 
as sons to the proper-
ties of their parents. If 
by chance, they marry 
non-Sikkimese, mutation 
of their share of land in 
their name [daughters] 
can be done. But the land 
cannot be mutated in 
the name of son-in-law 
or grandchildren. The 

daughters can use the 
land for their lifetime 
and even sell the land,” 
he said.

Speaking on poli-
tics, the CM stresses that 
agents of outsiders are 
trying to pollute the mind 
of Sikkimese people in 
the name of community 
and religion. However, 
they will not be able to 
take power in the upcom-
ing elections, he added.

“People of Sikkim 
must not take for grant-
ed the peace and devel-
opments brought by our 
government in these 24 
years. Even peace needs 
security. SDF is a party 
of Sikkim and Sikkimese 
people. It works towards 
protecting the rights of 
the Sikkimese. Our gov-
ernment has maintained 
peace in Sikkim for 24 
years. Do not take it for 
granted. Sikkim will be 
destroyed if ‘Goondas’ 

take the chair and rule 
Sikkim,” the CM opined.

The CM did the virtu-
al inauguration and foun-
dation stone laying of 
various infrastructures 
under the Melli constit-
uency. Wayside Amenity 
at Rolu Mandir and four 
roomed School Building, 
Turuk, were inaugurat-
ed by the CM while the 
foundation stones were 
laid for various projects 
like Development of 
Paragliding, Poultry Pro-
cessing Unit (Melli Dara), 
Water Supply Unit (Ki-
tam) and Swimming Pool 
at Melli Bazaar. 

The CM was felic-
itated by the Poultry 
Growers Association, 
Ex-Servicemen Front, 
Anganwadi Workers and 
Ex-Panchayat of Melli 
Constituency.

Earlier, area MLA, 
Tulshi Devi Rai, present-
ed the welcome address.

Panchayats of Melli are model
panchayats: CM

contd from pg01

G , 21 M  [PIB]: 
Five-day training pro-
gramme on “Cultivation 
of Orchids and other cut 
lowers” was conduct-

ed for the of icials from 
Department of Floricul-
ture, State Government 
of Jammu & Kashmir at 
ICAR-NRC for Orchids 
in Pakyong, East Sikkim 
from 14-18 May.

Co-ordinator, Dr LC 
De, gave brief introduc-
tion of the current farm 

practices, procedures and 
future farming plans in-
cluding practical demon-
stration. Lectures on dif-
ferent aspects & topics on 
Orchids Cultivation were 
delivered by the Scientif-
ic and Technical Staff. As 
a part of the programme, 
participants also visited 
Kartok village, College of 
Agricultural Engineering 
& Post Harvest Technol-
ogy, Ranipool and NOFRI, 
Tadong.

ICAR-NRC conducts 
training for J&K 

Floriculture of icials

ICFAI STUDENTS FROM MIZORAM VISIT ICFAI SIKKIM
G , 21 M : An intra-university interactive session between ICFAI University, Mizoram and IC-
FAI University, Sikkim was conducted today at ICFAI University premises in Lower Sichey, Gangtok in 
the presence of Vice Chancellor, Dr Jagannath Patnaik, and Special Of icer, Vivek Padke. Twenty-two 
students and four faculty members from ICFAI Mizoram visited ICFAI University Sikkim with the aim to 
learn and research on international studies related to Political Science. The program was conducted by 
Assistant Professor, S Ghosh. [Sandeep Prasad]

site, NiV was irst identi-
ied during an outbreak 

of disease in Kampung 
Sungai Nipah, Malaysia, 
in 1998, when pigs were 
the intermediate hosts.

However, in subse-
quent NiV outbreaks, 
there were no intermedi-
ate hosts.

In Bangladesh in 
2004, humans became 
infected with NiV as a 
result of consuming date 
palm sap that had been 
contaminated by infected 
fruit bats.

H u m a n - t o - h u m a n 
transmission has also 

been documented, in-
cluding in a hospital set-
ting in India.

NiV infection in hu-
mans has a range of clinical 
presentations, from asymp-
tomatic infection to acute 
respiratory syndrome and 
fatal encephalitis.

NiV is also capable of 
causing disease in pigs 
and other domestic ani-
mals.

There is no vaccine 
for either humans or an-
imals.

The primary treat-
ment for human cases 
is intensive supportive 
care, according to WHO.

Nipah virus
claims 3 lives in 
Kerala, 8 under...

contd from pg01

try have no or very little 
regard for the indigenous 
populace of Arunachal 
Pradesh and the entire 
northeast region,” he 
said.

The AAPSU would or-
ganize more such demo-
cratic movements, under 
the aegis of Northeast 
Students’ Organization 
(NESO), in the interest 
of the indigenous people, 
Bawang asserted.

The Bangladeshi ref-
ugees, who have been 
residing illegally in our 
state, would be asked to 
leave, he said.

“We will soon serve 
notices to all the Ban-
gladeshis, who have 
sneaked into our state, 
after the National Reg-
ister of Citizens (NRC) 
draft was released in As-
sam,” the AAPSU presi-
dent said.

The NRC was recent-
ly updated in Assam to 
document the “bona ide 
Indian citizens” living in 
the state.

Urging the state gov-
ernment to work for the 
interest of the state, the 
AAPSU president also 
requested the Election 
Commission to delete all 
names of Chakma and 
Hajong refugees from the 
electoral rolls.

In Kohima, mem-
bers of the Naga Stu-
dents’ Federation (NSF) 
raised slogans against 
the central government 
for introducing the bill 
in the Lok Sabha.

The Northeast region 
should not be made a 
“dumping ground of il-

legal immigrants”, Imti-
yapang Imsong, the vice 
president of the apex stu-
dents’ body in Nagaland, 
told reporters.

“The continued and 
unabated in lux of refu-
gees and undocumented 
migrants from the neigh-
bouring countries, es-
pecially Bangladesh, has 
threatened the existence 
of indigenous people,” he 
said.

Echoing similar sen-
timents, the Mizo Zirlai 
Pawl (MZP) in Kohima 
today urged the legisla-
tors of Mizoram to adopt 
a resolution to reject the 
Citizenship Amendment 
Bill, 2016.

The MZP also organ-
ised a rally in the state 
capital to register their 
protest over the pro-
posed bill.

If the bill was passed 
by Parliament, it would 
mean that the lawmakers 
do not consider Mizoram 
an integral part of the 
country, MZP president 
L Ramdinliana Rent said 
while addressing the ral-
ly.

A 16-member Joint 
Parliamentary Commit-
tee, headed by BJP MP 
Rajendra Agarwal, had 
recently conducted pub-
lic hearings in Guwaha-
ti, Silchar in Assam and 
Shillong in Meghalaya 
to gather opinion of the 
masses on the proposed 
bill.

Agarwal, during a 
public hearing in Shill-
ong on May 10, said the 
views and recommenda-
tions would be compiled 
in a report and submitted 
to Parliament.

Protests over Citizenship 
(Amendment) Bill 
in three NE states

contd from pg01

SDF refutes 
Bhaichung’s 
allegations
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 21 M : 

Sikkim Democratic 
Front has strongly 

refuted the recent alle-
gations leveled against 
the ruling party and the 
State Government by 
Bhaichung Bhutia in con-
nection with his plans 
for Hamro Sikkim Par-
ty’s launch in the State. 
Mr Bhutia had claimed 
that they were expect-
ing a turnout of 15,000-
20,000  people for the 
launch provided the SDF 
did not obstruct people’s 
attendance.

In a press release 
issued today, the SDF 
spokesperson, Bhim Da-
hal, has registered strong 
objection to Mr Bhutia’s 
allegations and coun-
tered that such claims 
and allegations even be-
fore the launch revealed 
a defeated spirit.

Mr Dahal highlights 
that after losing twice as 
a TMC candidate - once in 
the Darjeeling Lok Sabha 
seat and then the Siligu-
ri Assembly seat – Mr 
Bhutia recently launched 
Hamro Sikkim Party in 
Delhi and has now an-
nounced to launch the 
Sikkim chapter of party 
by the end of this month.

Clarifying that the 
SDF party would not ob-
struct their plans or at-
tendance, Mr Dahal  adds 
that if Mr Bhutia’s party 
has the people’s sup-
port, then people would 
come themselves and 
there would be no need 
to “gather” the people. 
The release registers its 
protest against what SDF 
sees as an insulting word 
in “gather” as was at-
tributed to Mr Bhutia in 
his plans for the party’s 
launch here.

“SDF party would 
like to inform Bhaichung 
Bhutia that many politi-
cal parties were opened 
in Sikkim during SDF’s 
tenure and many disap-
peared and other region-
al and national parties 
are currently active,” the 
release adds. 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 21 M :

Mamring Senior Secondary School in 
East Sikkim observed Anti-Terror-

ism Day today with Principal, Prahlad 
Sharma, administering the anti-terror-
ism pledge to the staff and students of 
the school, a press release informs.

To commemorate the day, speech 

and quiz competitions were organized 
among the students. Prizes were also 
awarded to the participants of the com-
petitions.

Today’s programme was conduct-
ed by volunteers of National Service 
Scheme unit of Mamring SSS under the 
guidance of NSS programme of icer, Bi-
kash Bhattarai.

Anti-Terrorism Day observed
in Mamring School

R , 21 M  
[IPR]: As per the direc-
tives of Government of 
India, District Adminis-
tration Centre in Rab-
dentse, West Sikkim ob-
served Anti-Terrorism 
Day by taking the anti 
terrorism pledge today 
at the DAC premises.

It may be mentioned 
here, Anti-Terrorism Day 
is observed every year 
throughout the country 

on 21 May to generate 
awareness among all 
sections of people about 
the danger of terrorism 
and violence and its 
effect on the people, 
society and the country 
as a whole. It was on this 
day in 1991 that former 
Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi was killed in a 
suicide bombing.

The anti-terrorism/
anti-violence pledge was 

taken by all the employ-
ees under the guidance 
of District Collector, Dr 
AB Karki, along with 
Superintendent of Po-
lice [West], Additional 
District Collector [West] 
and Sub Divisional Mag-
istrate [West]. Similar 
pledge was observed in 
all sub-divisional of ices 
and line departments in 
West Sikkim.

Rabdentse DAC observes 
Anti-Terrorism Day
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Gangtok on 

Tuesday, 
22 May

Temp: 26°C /15°C
Forecast: A 
stray morning 
shower; times of 
clouds and sun. 
Sunrise: 04:44 AM
Sunset: 6:20 PM

OBITUARY

I
t is with great sadness that Shri Tika Gurung and family announces 

the passing away of their youngest daughter Smt. Urmila Gurung on 

17.05.2018.

Smt.Urmila Gurung will be lovingly remembered by her father 

Shri. Tika Gurung, mother Smt. Shakuntala Gurung, sister Smt. Pra-

mila Gurung, brother Shri. Pravat Gurung and husband Shri. Jigme 

Tshering Bhutia. She will also be fondly remembered by her two nieces 

Pareen Taj Gurung, Veda Rana, brother-in-law Shri. Navin Rana and 

sister-in-law Smt.Shweta Pradhan.

Smt. Urmila Gurung born on 2nd October 1978 all of age 39 truly 

lived life to the fullest through simple pleasures such as spending time 

with her family, guiding her nieces and carrying out generous charity 

work whenever time permitted. She was an aff ectionate daughter who 

loved her mother and father beyond words, a doting sister who looked 

after the well-being of her siblings, a loyal loving companion to her 

spouse and a warm and genuine friend to those who knew her well. She 

was so smart yet so funny with a childlike innocence and a big heart. 

Even when times got tough, she could always make anyone laugh. She 

was a true fi ghter who fought life’s battles and came out of it stronger. 

Her untimely death has caused irreparable loss to many particularly her 

family and she will always be fondly remembered as a true “Angel” in 

all forms.

It has therefore been decided that her last rites and funeral service 

will be conducted on 21st May (Monday) at her residence at PRAUR-

MILA COTTAGE, MAJHIGOAN JORETHANG. Th ereafter, a 

Memorial service in her name will be held on 24th May (Th ursday) in 

the same location.

Urmila Gurung will forever be remembered by her family and her 

well-wishers.

For further details, you may contact:

• 94340 57367/96098 95767 - Tika Gurung 

• 7872209474- Jigme Tshering Bhutia

• 9733670372- Pravat Gurung

• 8145620806- Anula Gurung8918823183 Mangan: 9933009924

Sikkim 
observes anti-
terrorism day
G , 21 M  [IPR]: Sikkim joined 
the rest of the country in observing An-
ti-Terrorism Day today.

Chief Secretary, AK Shrivastava, ad-
ministered the pledge to all the of icers 
and staff of Manan Kendra Secretariat at 
the premises.

Every year, 21 May is observed as An-
ti-Terrorism Day in an effort to wean the 
youth away from terrorism and the cult 
of violence by highlighting the sufferings 
of the common people and showing how 
it is inimical to national interest.

Theprogramme was also attended 
by Additional CS, Principal Secretary/ 
Development Commissioner, Additional 
Director General of Police, Secretary 
Home [Protocol] and all of icers and 
staff of all the of ices situated at Manan 
Kendra Secretariat.

The pledge taking ceremony was ob-
served across the State at all Government 
of ices, public sector undertakings and 
other public institutions.

Family 
Peace 
Festival 
organized 
at Tokal 
Bermiok
SAGAR CHETTRI
G , 21 M :

Family Peace Festival 
on the theme ‘Ideal 

Families: Foundation for 
Peace and Development’ 
was organised by Fed-
eration for World Peace 
and Uni ication [FWPU, 
Korea] and Universal 
Peace Foundation [UPF, 
India] at Tokal-Bermiok 
School in South Sikkim 
on 20 May.

Addressing the event 
as chief guest, Minister 
GM Gurung stated that 
the main objective of the 
programme was to pro-
mote peace and prosper-
ity among families.

The programme also 
had the presence of del-
egates from Thailand 
along with Zilla Adhyak-
sha [South], Farwanti Ta-
mang, as guest of honour.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 21 M :

On the occasion of 
Anti-Terrorism Day, 

Sikkim Pradesh Con-
gress Committee [SPCC] 
remembered the life 
and contributions of 
Bharat Ratna, the late 
Rajiv Gandhi, on his 27th 

death anniversary at the 
party head-of ice here at 
6th Mile Tadong today, 
an SPCC press release 
informs.

SPCC president, Bharat 
Basnet, has mentioned that 
Rajiv Gandhi brought new 
science and technology 
movement in the country 

and due to his farsighted-
ness, India has become the 
capital of telecom technol-
ogy and science and lakhs 
of youths of India get jobs 
across the globe.

The programme was 
also addressed by Padam 
Lal Gurung, Karma Bhut-
ia and Sumitra Rai.

SPCC remembers Rajiv
Gandhi’s contributions on

Anti-Terrorism Day

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 21 M ;

In continuation of its riverfront 
cleaning drive, the Forest 

Department today cleaned the 
streams and jhoras at Adampool 
in Gangtok, a press release 
informs.

The sixth day of the cleanup 
drive was conducted by Divisional 
Forest Of icer [River Valley 
Project] and his team and joined 

by Adampool Junior High School’s 
Eco Club, local residents and 
Panchayat.

The riverfront premises below 
Adampool Bridge and along the 
road stretch towards sewerage 
treatment plant was cleaned up.

Coordinated by ENVIS, Sik-
kim, Adampool JHS students also 
took out an awareness rally while 
the DFO [RVP] handed a pair of 
dustbins to be used by the school 

for maintaining cleanliness of the 
premises.

The Forest Department and the 
Ministry of Environment, Forest 
and Climate Change, Government 
of India, have been carrying out 
extensive riverfront cleanliness 
drives along Rani Khola and its ad-
joining streams since 15 May as a 
part of the activities leading up to 
World Environment Day, the re-
lease informs.

6th day of riverfront cleanliness
drive cleans up Adampool
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WRITE US: Readers are 
invited to comment on, 
criticise, run down, even 
appreciate if they like 
something in this paper. 
Letters carrying abusive/ 
indecorous language 
and personal attacks, 
except when against 
people responsible in 
this newspaper (who 
are fair game), will have 
to be ignored. Letters 
which carry forward a 
conversation or initiate 
a dialogue will command 
immediate attention and 
receive prominence.  
Mail us at: letters@
summittimes.com

Understanding News
Seek information, not entertainment 

or rabble-rousing

Never has the debate over what constitutes proper 
journalism been as urgent as it is nowadays with 

the multitude of 24-hour news channels from diverse 
backgrounds addressing diverse audiences with 
their own spin on reportage. Be it Opinion Polls or 
stilted opinions being foisted as news, there is much 
that repulses in what television presents as news 
nowadays. Someone should probably tell our telle-
journos that a national news channel does not mean 
“nationalistic” propaganda mediums, because that 
is what they are increasingly becoming. Journalistic 
ethics are not lexible – the same rules apply whether 
we are reporting on soldiers or Kashmiris or India or 
Pakistan. Dog whistles (read TRP ratings) are no proof 
of good journalism. 

‘National’ news channels discussing issues, re-
porting ‘incidents’ or raising issues and the coverage 
of public meetings in local newspapers or scandalous 
claims by inconsequential fringe elements lend to 
feverish discussion over who provided balanced re-
portage and who has been too sensational or which 
news report subverted journalistic ethics. The debates 
will never resolve because journalistic ethics are not 
codi ied enough to throw absolute answers on what 
is right and what wrong. In fact, journalism att its core 
is essentially concerned with reportage and not with 
the greater disputes of rights and wrongs. Those are 
concerns which require application of serious thought 
and a reporter, by virtue of her/ his job-description is 
not expected to be an expert with all the solutions.

That does not go to say that reporters cannot help 
in resolving issues. In fact, this is what a good jour-
nalist should be committed to. They do not, however, 
resolve con licts by suggesting remedies. They do so 
by providing information since con lict exists in the 
absence of information. Once all sides have access to 
information, they become equipped to work out solu-
tions. This is where journalists differ from politicians. 
Politicians, given the paranoia that comes with the 
post, hold their cards very close to their chests. They 
also thrive on misinformation and a committed jour-
nalist is expected to play a crucial and constructive 
role here - by disbursing information.

To disburse information, however, a journalist is 
required to procure it irst and on this path are the 
most pitfalls. Since information has to be sourced, 
there is always the danger of a “plant”. People with 
personal vendettas on their agenda are known to dish 
out selective information causing many journalists to 
stumble. While the general argument goes to say that 
information is information irrespective of where it 
came from, a journalist is expected to glean through 
it carefully. If at all someone needs to let off a shot, 
why should it be from the shoulders of a newspaper. 
Whenever journalists speak of “self-censorship,” 
this is what they mean. Information, at the end of 
the day should serve the needs of the public and not 
individuals. The self-censorship mentioned here deals 
only with deciding on what needs to be delivered in 
the public domain and not whether it is palatable or 
not. Any news, good or bad, which needs to be broken, 
should be, and the news bearer should not be blamed 
for it. As for the audience, they should understand that 
news is about information irst and not all information 
can be sensational.

GREG BARTON
theconversation.com

Even after the recent arrests 
and deaths of dozens of its 

members, the Islamic State-
linked network of militant 
groups in Indonesia organised 
under the umbrella Jemaah 
Ansharut Daulah (JAD) clearly 
remains a potent force.

In the past week, ive bomb-
ings have rocked the island of 
Java, killing at least 26 people 
and injuring more than 50 – 
the deadliest series of terrorist 
attacks in the country since the 
Bali bombings in 2002. These 
attacks included the bombings 
of three churches in the city 
of Surabaya, carried out by a 
family that used its children as 
suicide bombers.

The latest attack came on 
Wednesday when four assailants wielding swords 
stormed a police station in Sumatra. One of icer 
was killed and two others were injured. The al-
leged militants were shot dead.

Formed in 2015, JAD achieved notoriety in Jan-
uary 2016 with a military-style attack in the centre 
of Jakarta that resulted in the deaths of four peo-
ple and four attackers. Dozens of other potential 
attacks were foiled in the two years that followed, 
but several smaller ones were carried out, direct-
ed largely against the elite Detachment 88 count-
er-terrorism police unit – the arch-nemesis of JAD.

Formed in the wake of the 2002 Bali bombings, 
with assistance from the Australian Federal Police, 
Detachment 88 has emerged as one of the world’s 
most effective counter-terrorism units, having ar-
rested more than 1,000 militants.

Last year, 172 suspected terrorists were appre-
hended and 16 shot dead, following 163 arrests in 
2016 and 73 in 2015. Most of the militants recently 
arrested have been linked with JAD and the related 
Islamic State support network of Mujahidin Indo-
nesian Timur (MIT).

RETURNING FIGHTERS
Since it declared its caliphate in Syria and Iraq in 
2014, the Islamic State has perversely given spe-
cial attention to planning and inspiring terrorist 
attacks during the Muslim fasting month of Rama-
dan, which began this week.

This is the irst Ramadan since the group lost 
control of large swathes of its territory centred 
around Raqqa in Syria and Mosul in Iraq. As the 
Islamic State is clearly desperate to maintain its 
brand and prove its continuing potency around the 
globe, there are now concerns the recent attacks 
in Indonesia are a sign the group has extended its 

reach eastward to the world’s largest Muslim-ma-
jority nation.

Ever since the Islamic State shot to prominence 
with the fall of Mosul in 2014, there have been fears 
about its potential to reenergise the decades-old ji-
hadi network in Indonesia.

Since 2013, it’s estimated between 600 and 
1,000 Indonesians have travelled to Syria and Iraq 
to join the con lict, most drawn to the Islamic State 
and its fabled caliphate. (Others were aligned with 
al-Qaeda af iliates such as Jabhat al-Nusra.)

Indonesian police estimate 400-500 of these 
ighters subsequently returned home, either from 

Syria and Iraq, or from Turkey on their way to join 
the con lict. Many have been met at the airport by 
authorities and taken into rehabilitation programs. 
But others returned unannounced. With a lack of 
appropriate laws in Indonesia, these returning 
ighters cannot be prosecuted for travelling over-

seas to join the Islamic State.
After the recent JAD attacks in Indonesia, local 

police have spoken of sleeper cells of returnees 
from the Middle East and their associates, who lay 
low and give the appearance of having no inclina-
tion to violence, even while they prepare for an at-
tack at an opportune time.

Initially, it was reported by the respected head 
of the Indonesian police, General Tito Karnavian, 
that a family of six involved in the bomb attacks on 
the churches in Surabaya had returned from the 
Middle East. Later reports suggested this was not 
the case. Nevertheless, they and the other two fam-
ilies involved in the attacks were close associates of 
Islamic State returning ighters.

DEFEAT IN THE MIDDLE EAST
The world rejoiced when Raqqa, the de facto capi-
tal of the Islamic State caliphate, was inally liberat-

ed in October 2017, following 
a four-month siege. With the 
fall of the city, the last hold-
out of its tens of thousands of 
local and foreign ighters was 
also defeated.

Months earlier, Mosul, the 
last city held by the Islamic 
State in Iraq, fell after nine 
months of the most brutal ur-
ban warfare since the second 
world war. With the caliphate 
destroyed, it was believed the 
Islamic State itself had been 
eliminated, too.

As it turns out, the fall of 
Raqqa did not see the inal de-
struction of the Islamic State 
army. Rather, under a secret 
deal brokered by the Kurd-
ish-led, and American-backed, 
Syrian Democratic Forces who 
led the campaign to liberate 

Raqqa, thousands of Islamic State ighters and their 
families were allowed to leave the city in convoys of 
busses and trucks.

Many made their way to Turkey, where it seems 
some remain. But thousands more drove into the 
desert of eastern Syria, occupying territory along 
the Euphrates River and linked to others across the 
border in rural northern Iraq.

Many Islamic State ighters, especially local 
Arabs, have gone to ground, blending into villages 
and Sunni desert communities. Even in liberated 
Mosul, which is largely Sunni, many locals still ex-
press support for the militant group.

The election of a Shia-dominated government in 
Baghdad and the failure to rebuild Mosul and other 
destroyed Sunni cities, mean that in Iraq, as in Syr-
ia, all the social and communal grievances that sup-
ported the emergence of al-Qaeda in Iraq (AQI) and 
the Islamic State of Iraq (ISI) remain in place.

Even as the Islamic State was losing territory in 
Iraq in recent years, its leaders spoke with the con-
viction of an apocalyptic cult, con idently asserting 
that even if they lost the caliphate, the insurgency 
would rebuild.

Today, the group has active af iliates and sup-
porters across the Muslim world, including in the 
southern Philippines, and a “virtual insurgency” 
throughout the many Western countries that con-
tributed around one-quarter of the group’s total of 
40,000 foreign ighters in Iraq and Syria.

The insurgency is far from over, and in Indone-
sia it may well be that the worst is yet to come.

[the writer is Chair in Global Islamic Pol-
itics, Alfred Deakin Institute for Citizenship 

and Globalisation; Co-Director, Australian In-
tervention Support Hub, Deakin University]

Defeated in Syria and Iraq, the Islamic State 
is rebuilding in countries like Indonesia

LEONIE FLEISCHMANN
theconversation.com

On the 70th anniversary of the 
Nakba – the displacement of 

Palestinians when the state of Is-
rael was founded – the people of 
Gaza, who have been under Israeli 
blockade and the rule of Hamas 
for more than a decade, mobilised 
in their largest civil resistance 
demonstrations since the early 
2000s. Since the protests began 
on March 30, the Gazans have 
been met with tear gas and sniper 
ire. Thousands have been injured, 

and more than 100 killed.
The world’s media quickly re-

sponded with an array of con lict-
ing reports. The debate over the 
protests, which have been dubbed 
the Great Return March, is real-
ly an argument about the extent to 
which the protests were violent ac-
tions orchestrated by Hamas – and, 
by extension, the extent to which Is-
rael was justi ied in using lethal force 
against the demonstrators. The dem-
onstrators have a critical stake in this 
debate.

Some outsiders portray the pro-
testers as a violent danger to Israeli 
soldiers and citizens – and thereby 
justify the Israeli response as a mat-
ter of security. Similarly, when they 
attribute the organisation and con-
duct of the demonstrations to Hamas, 
Israel’s own security rhetoric comes 
to the fore. That in turn provides a 
signi icant boost to Hamas’s dwin-
dling support in Gaza itself. But other 
coverage of the demonstrations por-
trays the protesters as peaceful activ-
ists unaf iliated with Hamas – mean-
ing Israel can be said to have used 
excessive and unlawful force.

For Gaza’s peaceful activists, the 
competition between these differ-

ent representations is everything. 
The power of civil resistance, also 
known as non-violent struggle, lies 
partly in the spectacle it creates of 
unarmed civilians under attack by 
armed authorities. If the wrong spec-
tacle is created, the power of protest 
is squandered.

The use of violent measures 
against unarmed protesters often 
back ires – sympathy is elicited, 
awareness is raised and support is 
galvanised. Citizens may withdraw 
support for their government, and 
soldiers or the police unwilling to fol-
low violent commands may refuse to 
act. The Israeli human rights organi-
sation B’Tselem has called on Israeli 
soldiers to refuse to shoot at protest-
ers who do not “pose mortal danger”. 
But if civil demonstrations turn vio-
lent and pose a physical threat, then 
a violent response can be justi ied, 
both morally and legally.

Understanding the origins and 
nature of these demonstrations is 
therefore paramount.

TAKING OVER THE NARRATIVE
The Nakba day demonstrations were 
originally conceived by Gaza jour-
nalist and activist Ahmed Abu Arte-
ma, who wrote a viral Facebook post 
wondering: “What if 200,000 Pales-
tinians came out in a peaceful march 
… entered our occupied territories 
for a few kilometres, raised the lag 
of Palestine and the keys of return … 
and insisted on staying there peace-
fully without any form of violence?” 
As his idea gained traction, youth 
committees were set up in Gaza, local 
organisations were consulted, and 
political factions were invited to in-
volve themselves.

As 20 organisers called on partic-
ipants to use non-violent methods of 
resistance, informal camps began to 
pop up on the border. Muthana al-
Najjar, a journalist, was the irst to set 
up a tent 700 metres from the fence 
that separates Gaza from Israel. Oth-
ers were erected alongside it, each 
named after a village from which 
Palestinians had been expelled. 

The demonstrators held reading 
chains and “pray-ins”. They plant-
ed olive saplings near the fence – 
and some dressed as characters 
from Avatar, a ilm where a power-
ful corporation occupies a planet 
and violently oppresses its indige-
nous inhabitants. Different organ-
isations, such as the Waed Society 
for Prisoners and Ex-Prisoners, 
used the opportunity to highlight 
their particular causes.

But despite the protests’ 
non-violent origins and goals, 
events unfolded rather different-
ly. As is common in civil resis-
tance movements, a violent fringe 
emerged.

Ahead of the demonstrations, 
Israel warned the protesters 
that it would shoot anyone who 

came within 300 metres of the fence. 
Hamas duly took the opportunity to 
stake its claim on the protests, giving 
its workers time off to join the largest 
demonstrations on May 14 and 15. 
Young men af iliated with Hamas set 
tyres alight, threw stones and Molo-
tov cocktails, and tried to breach the 
fence. These actions combined with 
Hamas’s speci ic involvement gave 
Israel justi ication for the use of force.

As the dust settles from the re-
sulting violence, further investiga-
tions can determine who exactly was 
killed by the Israeli army, under what 
immediate circumstances, and how 
and when the balance between vio-
lent and non-violent methods shifted. 
It’s all part of the same old game: the 
fate of the peaceful protesters’ cause 
depends how these demonstrations 
are framed, and therefore, on who is 
able to take control of the narrative.

[the writer  is Lectur-
er in International Politics, 
City, University of London]

For Gaza’s peaceful protesters, 
power is all about perception
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G , 21 M  [PIB]: The Of ice 
of the Development Commissioner 
[Handicrafts], Marketing and Service 
Extension Centre, Gangtok, observed 
Anti-Terrorism Day at Chandmari in 
Gangtok today among handicraft arti-
sans of carpet and embroidery crafts 
during which 22 artisans took the 
pledge against terrorism.

Handicrafts Promotion Of icer, Sha-
shikant Gupta, while brie ing the pro-
gramme about Anti-Terrorism Day, said 
that the day is being observed to gener-

ate awareness in the country among all 
sections of people about the dangers of 
terrorism and violence and its effect on 
the people, society and the country.

Carpet expert, Pema Wangmu 
Dhopthapa, was also present during the 
ceremony.

Assistant Director [Handicrafts], DK 
Khawas, gave a speech on the dangers 
of terrorism & violence and expressed 
gratitude to the artisans for participat-
ing in the oath-ceremony and celebrat-
ing Anti-Terrorism Day.

Handicraft
artisans take pledge 

against terrorism

K , M  21 (PTI): Eminent classical 
singer Girija Devi had attributed her success 
to hard work and support from the two most 
important men in her life, her father and 
husband, according to a documentary ilm.

The ilm ‘Girija - A Lifetime in Music,” 
made by vocalist Debapriya Adhikary and 
sitarist Samanwaya Sarkar, portraying the 
life and times of Girija Devi recently won the 
65th National Award for Best Film on Art 
and Culture.

When it came to performing in concerts, 
she did not go against the wishes of her 
businessman husband, Madhusudan Jain, 
and remained a family person committed to 
certain values, they said.

“If she had to go for a concert for one day 
and another concert was scheduled in two 
days time, she was not allowed to stay there 
for more than one day.

“She had to come back and go again. She 
never went against her husband’s words,” 
Adhikary said.

Her husband used to organise concerts 
for her and that helped her professionally, 
Adhikary said.

Her father was also instrumental in Gi-
rija Devi taking lessons in classical music 
from renowned singers since her childhood, 
they said.

A signi icant part of the documentary 
was shot in Benaras where she had spent 
a considerable part of her early age and in-
cludes rare footage from her old concerts.

Adhikary and Sarkar recalled how she 
had lived music, embodied music in her life 
and even described day to day chores in mu-
sical terms.

Fondly called ‘Appaji’ she was married at 
the age of 15.

Adhikary and Sarkar were disciples 
of the classical singer of the Seniya and 
Banaras gharanas, who helped elevate the 
pro ile of thumri.

In another tribute ‘Pranaam Appa’, an 
art work with rare photographs launched 
six months after the death of the vocalist on 

24 October 2017, doyens of classical music 
- Ustad Amjad Ali Khan, Pt Birju Maharaj, Pt 
Hariprasad Chaurasia, Pt Jasraj, Ulhas Kes-
alkar to name a few - have come together to 
share memories of the talented vocalist.

In his tribute, sarod maestro Ustad Am-
jad Ali Khan recalled having made a request 
to the prime minister for conferring ‘Bharat 
Ratna’ on the ‘Thumri Queen’ and wished 
that it had happened in her lifetime.

Khan pointed out Girija Devi happened 
to be the last of the doyens representing the 
timeless legacy of ‘thumri’ singing and said 
it would be in the itness of things to confer 
on her the ‘Bhrat Ratna’, taking into account 
her contribution.

Kathak virtuoso Pt Birju Maharaj said, 
he wold love to see Girija Devi’s home in Be-
naras turned into a museum to enable music 
lovers to visit the place.

Hindustani classical vocalist Pt Jasraj 
said, “...She was a Dabang gayika, a bold 

artist. She had managed to make her 
mark at a time when Benaras boasted 
highly acclaimed singers like Badi Motibai, 
Rasollan Bai, Siddheswari Devi and so on. At 
a certain point no one was bigger than her 
in Benaras.”

Remembering he had irst heard her on 
radio in 1957-58, Pt Jasraj said, “In the 60s 
we became quite friendly with each other, 
ight with each other over music.”

Hindustani classical vocalist Ulhas Kes-
alkar said, “I used to send many of my students 
to Girija Devi to be trained in lighter musical 
forms such as ‘thumri’, ‘kajri’ and so on.”

The memoir has been conceptualised by 
Supriya Newar, an art lover.

Recalling his meetings with the classical 
singer West Bengal Governor K N Tripathi 
at the memoir launch recently said, Girija 
Devi had equal command over ‘bhajan’ and 
other forms of classical music apart from 
‘thumri’.

Father and husband behind Girija
Devi’s success: Documentary

SUMMIT REPORT
K , 21 M :

Chaotic scenes played out at 
Kalimpong District Hospital 

here today when a doctor was 
allegedly manhandled by some 
people in the hospital.

According to information re-
ceived, a physician was driving 
on the narrow road which leads 
to the hospital next to Girl’s High 
School when an ambulance go-
ing towards the hospital tried to 
overtake him. Since there were 
also people walking on the road, 

the doctor had no space to make 
way for the ambulance. Upon 
reaching the hospital, the people 
in the ambulance disembarked 
and slapped the doctor.

It may be mentioned here 
that storm drains are being con-
structed in town which has fur-
ther narrowed the road. Park-
ing has always been a problem 
in the town with people often 
parking their two-wheelers on 
the side of the road that leads to 
the hospital.

“A person named Sonam 

Tshering fell unconsciousness 
near Dambar Chowk and started 
bleeding from his mouth. People 
who were around helped him 
and rushed him to Sewa Sadan 
Hospital. The patient was then 
referred to the District Hospi-
tal and was being rushed there 
when the situation occurred,” 
said a bystander.

Meanwhile, the Out Patient 
Department has been closed in 
protest against the assault leav-
ing visiting patients stranded. 
The Emergency ward has how-

ever been kept open.
“I had to visit a doctor in the 

OPD. This situation has shut 
them all. I am a poor man and 
travelled all the way from Lava. 
I have to pay Rs 200 for a to-
and-fro trip, now I need to come 
again tomorrow,” said one se-
nior citizen.

“Unless the culprits are 
caught, the OPD will remain 
closed,” was being announced 
outside the hospital from time 
to time.

Medical  staff halt work at Kpg dist
hospital after assault on doc

K , M  21 (PTI): 
West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee today said 
communalism has no place in 
the state which believes in unity 
in diversity.

The chief minister said this 
on the occasion of the World 
Day for Cultural Diversity for Di-
alogue and Development.

“Today is World Day for 
Cultural Diversity for Dia-

logue and Development. Our 
State Government has always 
believed in unity in diversity. 
Communalism has no place in 
the minds and hearts of the 
people of Bengal,” she tweeted 
this morning.

The Day, observed annually, 
is a United Nations sanctioned 
international holiday for the 
promotion of diversity issues.

West Bengal had witnessed 

a few incidents of “communal 
clashes” in places such as Dhu-
lagarh in Howrah district in 
2016, and in Asansol and Rani-
ganj, in March this year.

The chief minister then had 
dubbed the incidents as a lo-
cal matter and not a communal 
problem.

Banerjee has accused the 
BJP of stoking communal ten-
sion in the state to fan Hindutva 

ideology.
Incidentally, an analysis of 

the data on the number of inci-
dents of communal violence in 
different states in the country, 
tabled in Parliament by Minister 
of State (MoS) for Home Affairs 
Hansraj Gangaram Ahir on Feb-
ruary 6, showed that such inci-
dents had sharply increased in 
West Bengal over the past three 
years.

Communalism has no place in West Bengal: CM
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N  D , M  21 (PTI): What 
makes one happier - am emoji or a 
real smile; a real hug or curly braces?

The enormous amount of infor-
mation and the information tech-
nology surrounding us with in-
creasingly sophisticated tools and 
methods are not only changing 
our ways of living but also ways of 
thinking and probably even how 
our brains work, authors of a new 
book say.

While accepting that we live in 
a constantly connected world, we at 
times need to disconnect to recon-
nect with the world, they advise.

The connected world has 
changed the premise of what it 
means to be human, and it will 
continue to impact lives at a rap-
idly growing pace in the years to 
come, both on a personal and pro-
fessional level says the book “Con-
nected or Disconnected: The Art of 

Operating in a Connected World”.
It talks about how to handle 

the challenges constant connect-
edness pose to one’s wellbeing - 
sleeping patterns, close relations, 
work-life balance, and parenting.

In the book, published by 
SAGE, authors Micke Darmell and 
Kapil Rampal describe how to han-
dle the new challenges that con-
stant connection brings and when 
to step out of it in order to tend to 

our wellbeing.
“The connected society comes 

with a promise of democratisation, 
context and accessible information. 
But if we don’t learn to relate to 
the constancy of it, it will increase 
stress, impair our sleep, and lead 
to super icial relationships and low 
performance,” the authors say.

The technology changes are 
so fast that one can see signi icant 
differences in behaviour, ways of 

thinking, and maybe even brain 
functionality between different 
generations, the book says.

“No matter how fast technical 
development is and how quickly 
our society changes and is mod-
ernised, our brains are construct-
ed in roughly the same way as they 
were 50,000 years ago,” it says.

“Even if our brain is malleable and 
changes according to our environ-
ment, it is impossible for it, in one gen-

eration, to learn how to focus in more 
than one thing at a time. When you 
think you are multitasking, you are in 
fact switching focus between two or 
more tasks,” the authors argue.

“And the human brain strug-
gles when challenged with parallel 
activities. Our focus can shift be-
tween two or more tasks and dif-
ferent people can do this at differ-
ent speeds but we can only focus 
on one thing at a time,” they say.

New book deals with implications of constantly connected world

L , M  21 (AFP): The chairman of 
English Premier League champions Man-
chester City is con ident the club will reach 
even greater heights under the “relentless” 
Pep Guardiola despite having just complet-
ed a record-breaking season.

City became the irst Premier League 
champions to post 100 points and won the 
title by a huge 19 points from second-placed 
Manchester United.

And with Guardiola having signed a 
new contract, City chairman Khaldoon Al 
Mubarak expects further progress under the 
Catalan manager.

“My expectation and the management 
expectation, certainly Pep’s expectation, is 
that this team will continue to improve,” Al 
Mubarak told City TV on Sunday.

“We have a coach, or a manager, in Pep 
that is relentless. There is not going to be 
any relaxation. That I can assure you.

“I have no doubt that this summer we’re 
going to come back and we’re going to 
be hungry and we’re going to be more ag-
gressive and we’re going to continue to go 
and improve.” City have won three Premier 
League titles since the Abu Dhabi United 
Group overseen by Sheikh Mansour took 
over the club in 2008.

But they have yet to win back-to-back ti-
tles under their Gulf state owners, while the 
Champions League remains an elusive prize.

Nevertheless, a bullish Al Mubarak add-
ed: “We’ve worked very hard over the last 
couple of years to build the squad, not only 
for this season, but for many seasons to 

come.
This is a young squad. Many of our most 

talented players are under the age of 26.
“You don’t get to 100 points without a 

full, high-quality squad, which is what we 
have.

“Any additions have to improve the 
squad -- this is my biggest learning from the 
years of chairing this club.

“When winning, bringing new players 
in is a very important decision, because you 
have a winning formula that’s just won.

“Whatever you’re going to add has to be 

a decision that you don’t take very lightly at 
all and you have to bring players that will 
strengthen, improve and add competition in 
the squad. That is key.”

Al Mubarak said giving former Barcelo-
na and Bayern Munich manager Guardiola a 
two-year contract extension that will keep 
him at Eastlands until 2020/21 had been a 
straightforward decision.

“Pep has been a joy to have as part of this 
club,” he said. “We see eye to eye. We shook 
hands on it and are happy to continue this 
journey.

Man City chairman expects more 
under ‘relentless’ Guardiola

M , M  21 (PTI): An in-
triguing and no-holds-barred 
battle between two former 
champions is on the cards when 
table toppers Sunrisers Hyder-
abad clash with second-placed 
Chennai Super Kings in the In-
dian Premier League Quali ier 1 
here Tuesday.

A slight net run-rate differ-
ence separated the two teams 
which inished the league stage 
on 18 points.

The riveting contest at the 
Wankhede Stadium will spell 
out who goes directly to the May 
27 inal, also scheduled at this 
venue, with the winner guaran-
teed a spot in the summit clash 
and the loser left to play Quali i-
er 2 in Kolkata on May 25.

The raucous Mumbai fans, 
thus, could expect a rip-roaring 
contest.

Super Kings seem to hold a 
slight edge going into the match 
as they have not only got the 
better of their southern rivals 
twice in the league stage of the 
competition but also have the 
winning momentum going into 
the match on what promises to 
be a bouncy track.

While Super Kings stopped 
the aspirations of Kings XI Pun-
jab by overcoming a dif icult 
start last night in their adopted 
home base of Pune, Sunrisers 
have been on a three-game los-
ing run, having sealed their play-
off spot with a victory on May 10 
against Delhi Daredevils.

They had somehow not been 
able to muster up the intensi-
ty shown in the better of their 
league stage campaign and to 
some extent their highly-rat-
ed bowling attack also looked 
off-coloured in the previous 
three games.

It was the Super Kings who 
halted Sunrisers’ six-game win-
ning streak with a comprehen-
sive eight-wicket drubbing on 
May 13 in Pune.

Sunrisers have depended to-

tally on their captain Kane Wil-
liamson, who has been in terri ic 
form to rise to the number two 
slot in the leading run-getters’ 
list with 661 runs at just over 60 
per game.

Only he and Shikhar Dhawan 
(437 runs), who took some time 
to get going, have shown consis-
tency with the bat in contrast 
to their bowling attack which, 
barring the last few games, has 
been the talking point of the sea-
son.

Sunrisers will need their 
middle order, especially Manish 
Pandey, to take up more respon-
sibility to counter the Super 
Kings’ thrust.

In bowling they have de-
pended mostly on seamers Bhu-
vneshwar Kumar, Sidharth Kaul 
and Sandeep Sharma as well as 
on overseas spinners Rashid 
Khan and Shakib Al Hasan.

The bowling attack needs to 
come up with an effective plan 
to sti le Ambati Rayudu at the 
top of the order who took the 
game away with a scintillating 
hundred when the two teams 
last met. Rayudu made 79 not 
out in their irst leg contest too.

The plus point for Super 

Kings, who have alternately 
blown hot and cold in their last 
six games, is that they have not 
depended on just a couple of 
batsmen although Rayudu has 
been their standout performer 
with 586 runs.

Shane Watson (438 runs 
from 13 matches) too has 
been in top form along with 
skipper Mahendra Singh Dho-
ni. The form of key batsman 
Suresh Raina, who anchored 
the innings splendidly against 
Kings XI yesterday with an un-
beaten 61, is another encour-
aging sign.

The outstanding spell of fast 
bowling by young South African 
Lungi Ngidi, who grabbed 4 for 
10 to take the man of the match 
award last night, could not have 
come at a more opportune time 
for the Super Kings.

With Shardul Thakur, Deep-
ak Chahar and Dwayne Bravo 
doing their bit on the pace bowl-
ing front, Super Kings will be 
banking on spin twins Harbha-
jan Singh and Ravindra Jadeja to 
deliver in the middle overs.

The match timings have 
been advanced by one hour for 
the play-offs.

A women’s exhibition game 
will take place at 2 PM IST be-
fore the evening clash with top 
Indian and foreign players tak-
ing part in the experiment.

Teams (From):
Chennai Super Kings: Ma-

hendra Singh Dhoni (C), Suresh 
Raina, Ravindra Jadeja, Faf 
Du Plessis, Harbhajan Singh, 
Dwayne Bravo, Shane Watson, 
Ambati Rayadu, Deepak Chahar, 
K M Asif, Kanish Seth, Lungi Ngi-
di, Dhruv Shorey, Murali Vijay, 
Sam Billings, Mark Wood, Kshtiz 
Sharma, Monu Kumar, Chaitanya 
Bishnoi, Imran Tahir, Karn Shar-
ma, Shardul Thakur, N agadee-
san, David Willy.

Sunrisers Hyderabad: Kane 
Williamson (C ), Shikhar Dha-
wan, Manish Pandey, Bhuvne-
shwar Kumar, Wriddhiman 
Saha, Siddharth Kaul, Deepak 
Hooda, Khaleel Ahmed, Sand-
eep Sharma, Yusuf Pathan, 
Shreevats Goswami, Ricky 
Bhui, Basil Thampi, T Natara-
jan, Sachin Baby, Bipul Sharma, 
Mehdi Hasan, Tanmay Agarwal, 
Alex Hales, Carlos Brathwaite, 
Rashid Khan, Shakib Al Hasan, 
Mohammad Nabi and Chris 
Jordan.

Exciting CSK-SRH battle on cards for spot in IPL final

M , M  21 (PTI): 
Even after the increased 
focus on retail lending 
for a decade, banks and 
other lending institu-
tions have been able to 
tap only into a third of 
the estimated 220million 
credit-eligible consum-
ers, a report said.

This leaves inanciers 
with 150 million consum-
ers who are eligible for 
credit but are untapped, 
credit information com-
pany Transunion Cibil 
said in its report today.

Of the eligible popu-
lation of 220 million, only 
a third, or 72 million, are 
“credit active” having a 
live account with a bank 
or lending body, it said.

The missing 150 mil-
lion includes those who 
qualify the lending criteria 
from the age and income 
perspective and also those 
who may have availed 
some credit facility in the 
past but are currently in-
active or dormant.

This segment prom-
ises retail lending oppor-
tunities for the lenders 
through products such 
as credit cards, person-
al loans and consumer 
durable loans, the re-
port said, adding that it 
will also give as a “major 
boost” to the economy.

“This untapped mar-
ket presents an oppor-
tunity for sustained, 
prudent growth for lend-
ers over the next ive 
years and beyond. Lend-
ers need to ind ways 
to reach this untapped 
market, which likely has 
credit needs that are not 
being met currently,” 
said Yogendra Singh, vice 
president - research and 
consulting, Cibil.

He added that the 
banks have been tapping 
the retail segment for 
over a decade now, lead-
ing many observers to 
question if retail lending 
is reaching a “saturation 
point”.

It can be noted that 
banking regulator Re-
serve Bank of India 
(RBI) has been lagging 
concerns on retail loans 
being the panacea for 
banks, which are saddled 
with reverses on the cor-
porate lending side.

“This is not a risk-
free segment and banks 
should not see it as the 
grand panacea for their 
problem-riddled corpo-
rate loan book. There are 
risks here too that should 
be properly assessed, 
priced and mitigated,” 
Deputy Governor N S 
Vishwanathan had said 
in a recent speech.

The Cibil report con-
sidered people in the age 
group of 20-69 year and 
with income over Rs 2.5 
lakh a year to come to the 
estimate of 220 million 
credit-eligible consumers.

The report also fore-
casts that the address-
able market will increase 
by 14-16 million con-
sumers per year, reach-
ing an estimated 295 mil-
lion by 2022.

“As more consumers 
reach adult age and have 
disposable income, they 
will increasingly seek 
credit to help inance 
purchases of housing, 
vehicles, and household 
goods. As well, in an in-
creasingly digital mar-
ketplace, they will want 
credit cards to help facili-
tate online transactions,” 
Singh said.

The report also said 
that the total household 
debt in the country can 
nearly double to Rs 78-
94 lakh crore by 2022, 
from the Rs 37 lakh crore 
last year if the country 
follows growth trajecto-
ries of other countries.

“There is a tremen-
dous growth opportunity 
for retail lenders who are 
seeking to expand their 
customer base and grow 
their business,” Singh 
said.

Moody’s 
downgrades 
PNB, cites 
negative im-
pact of fraud 
on capital
N  D , M  21 
(PTI): Moody’s Investors 
Service has downgraded 
Punjab National Bank’s 
rating citing the impact 
of recent fraud on its cap-
ital as well as weak inter-
nal controls.

However, the outlook 
to the rating has been 
retained as stable which 
re lects Moody’s expec-
tation that the negative 
impact of the fraudulent 
transactions is largely 
known.

The agency down-
graded PNB’s foreign 
currency issuer rating by 
a notch to ‘ba1’, which is 
non-investment grade, 
from ‘Baa3’- meaning be-
low investment grade.

“Moody’s Investors 
Service has downgraded 
the local and foreign 
currency deposit rating 
of Punjab National 
Bank (PNB) to Ba1/
NP from Baa3/P-3. At 
the same time, Moody’s 
has downgraded the 
bank’s baseline credit 
assessment (BCA) and 
Adjusted BCA to ‘b1’ 
from ‘ba3’,” Moody’s said 
in a statement.

“The ratings re lects 
the negative impact of the 
discovery of a number of 
fraudulent transactions 
on the bank’s standalone 
pro ile, particularly its 
capital position. The rat-
ing downgrade also re-
lects the weak internal 

controls and processes of 
the bank, given that the 
fraudulent transactions 
were undetected for a 
number of years,” the 
statement said.

In February 2018, 
PNB disclosed it had 
discovered some fraud-
ulent and unauthorised 
transactions amounting 
to Rs 11,390 crore (USD 
1.7 billion). Based on 
the bank’s subsequent 
announcements, PNB’s 
total exposure to these 
transactions amounts to 
Rs 14,400 crore (USD 2.2 
billion).

Just a third of
credit-worthy consumers 
tapped by banks:Report
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One of the sexiest numbers 
of the ‘90s, without being 

lewd, was this song from the 
movie Sirf Tum. It featured 
the former Miss Universe 
lusting over Sanjay Kapoor. 
Well, guess what? The hot 
dance number is getting a 
remake. In the new version, 
we will see, Nora Fatehi 
grooving to the beats with 
John Abraham.

John will soon be seen 
headlining the cast of 
Satyameva Jayate, a ilm 
directed by Milap Zaveri. It 
has been announced that 
Dilbar Dilbar will be used in 
that movie. The new version 
of the song has an Arabic 
theme, and Nora will be seen 
launting her remarkable 

belly dancing skills. In fact, 
the song has already been 

shot in Mumbai, over the last 
weekend.

Nora Fatehi, who had 
rehearsed for 10 days be-

fore the shoot, says, “Doing 
a remake of an iconic song 

is always nerve-racking be-
cause you never know if you 
can actually do justice to it. 
Sushmita Sen was iconic in 
the song and I hope I match 
her. I’m so lucky to have got 
this chance and thankful that 
Nikkhil Advani sir, Bhushan 
Kumar sir and Milap Zaveri 
sir trusted me to be able to do 
a song like this. The take on 
the song is very unique and 
different. It’s going to be one 
of the most visually stunning 
songs, with amazing hypno-
tizing dance moves I am sure 
this song will become a rage 
with the audiences.”

John, who won’t be shak-
ing a leg in the song, says, 
“When I heard the powerful 
script of Satyameva Jayate 
I knew that we had most of 
the ingredients that are re-

quired for an out and out the 
commercial masaledaar ilm. 
With the addition of Dilbar, 
one of the most catchy songs 
of the 90’s and the way it has 
been stunningly picturized 
by Adil and Nora I am certain 
we have a winner.”

Con irming the news, Pro-
ducer Nikkhil Advani says, 
“Nora Fatehi’s belly dance 
on this iconic track is, in my 
opinion, going to be genre de-
ining. The brief to choreogra-

pher Adil Sheikh was to create 
a clutter breaker. I think he 
has just surpassed all my ex-
pectations. Dilbar is going to 
be one more reason to watch 
Satyameva Jayate on 15 Aug.”

Producer Bhushan Kumar 
adds, “I still remember when 
the song released back then 
it was an instant hit. Since a 

really long time, I wanted to 
recreate this song with mod-
ern notes. The song appears 
in an important sequence of 
the ilm and the Arabic theme 
looks splendid.”

Director Milap Zaveri 
says, “Dilbar was a rage back 
then when it released and 
our new version is also go-
ing to be a rage. Bhushan sir 
has given Satyameva Jayate 
a dash of sizzle and glamour 
with this blockbuster song 
and Nora is terri ic in it!”

Satyameva Jayate also 
stars debutant Aisha Sharma, 
Manoj Bajpayee and Amruta 
Khanvilkar and will hit the 
theatres on 15 Aug 2018. The 
ilm is directed by Milap Za-

veri and is jointly produced 
by T-series and Emmay En-
tertainment.

Sushmita Sen’s sexy number Dilbar Dilbar gets an Arabian remake!

B , M  21 (PTI): All 
mosques in China should raise 
the national lag and study the 
Chinese Constitution, social-
ist core values to strengthen 
their “concept of nation” and 
carry forward “the spirit of 
patriotism,” state-run China 
Islamic Association said.

Chinese experts hailed the 
initiative for seeking to assim-
ilate religion into a socialist 
society and as progress for 
religious development.

In a letter published on its 
website, the association urged 
nationwide Islamic associa-
tions and mosques to raise na-
tional lags all the time and in 
prominent positions. Associa-
tions and mosques should also 
study the Chinese Constitution, 
socialist core values and tradi-
tional classical Chinese culture, 
state-run Global Times quoted 
the letter as saying.

The legal study classes 
should be offered so that 

Muslims can conduct reli-
gious activities in accordance 
with the law and correctly 

understand its relationship 
with religious doctrine.

According to an of icial 

white paper published last 
month, China has 20 million 
Muslims mainly comprised 

of Uygurs of Xinjiang and Hui 
Muslims of Ningxia.

China has about 35,000 

Islamic mosques, according to 
the White Paper on religions 
in China.

Resource-rich Xinjiang 
home for over 10 million 
Uygurs was restive during the 
past few years over resistance 
to migration of Hans from 
other provinces.

China blamed the growing 
incidents of violence on the 
separatist East Turkistan Is-
lamic Movement (ETIM).

Some internet users ques-
tioned whether raising a na-
tional lag at a religious site 
was a violation of the princi-
ple of separation of politics 
and religion, the report sad.

Experts said that Chinese 
law stipulates that politics 
and religion should not inter-
fere with each other, but the 
national lag represents the 
country, not politics and hang-
ing lags does not intervene in 
the freedom of religious activ-
ities, the report said.

All mosques in China should raise national
lag: China Islamic Association

Indonesia’s most volatile volcano has spewed smoke and ash in the latest of several eruptions in less than two weeks. Disaster 
mitigation agency spokesman Sutopo Purwo Nugroho said Mount Merapi on the main island of Java erupted twice early Monday. A 

column of volcanic material rose up to 1,200 meters into the air and ash fell in several villages. The alert level of the volcano was not 
raised. An eruption of Merapi on May 11 sent nearby residents leeing to safer areas. The 2,968-meter mountain is the most active of 
500 Indonesian volcanoes. Its last major eruption in 2010 killed 347 people.

Caracas, May 21 (AP): Embat-
tled socialist incumbent Nicolas 
Maduro won Venezuela’s presi-
dential election by a landslide in 
a disputed vote marred by irreg-
ularities and mass absenteeism 
that led his main rivals to call for 
a re-run to prevent a national 
social crisis from exploding.

The National Election Coun-
cil announced that with more 
than 92 percent of polling sta-
tions reporting, Maduro won 
nearly 68 percent of the votes 
Sunday, beating his nearest 
challenger Henri Falcon by more 

than 40 points.
As the results were being 

announced, residents of down-
town Caracas just a few blocks 
from where Maduro supporters 
were celebrating banged on pots 
and pans in protest.

Falcon accused the govern-
ment of buying votes and dirty 
tricks to boost turnout among 
poor voters most hurt by wide-
spread food shortages and hyper-
in lation in what was once Latin 
America’s wealthiest nation.

The election “without any 
doubt lacks legitimacy and we 

categorically refuse to recog-
nize this process,” Falcon told 
supporters minutes before the 
results were announced, vow-
ing to ight on instead of joining 
a growing list of beleaguered 
anti-government politicians 
who’ve led into exile of late.

The disputed victory is likely 
to heighten international pres-
sure on Maduro. Even as voting 
was taking place Sunday, a senior 
U.S. of icial said the Trump ad-
ministration might press ahead 
on threats of imposing crippling 
oil sanctions and Secretary of 

State Mike Pompeo warned 
“sham elections change nothing.”

Falcon was joined in his de-
mand for a new election by third-
place inisher Javier Bertucci, 
who won around 11 per cent of 
the vote. Bertucci, a TV evange-
list who handed out soup at his 
campaign rallies, stopped short 
of challenging the results, partly 
blaming what he called a mistak-
en opposition boycott that led to 
a turnout of around 46 per cent 
the lowest in a presidential race 
in two decades of revolution.

But he said he nonetheless 

favors a new election 
soon and urged Madu-
ro to do the courageous 
thing and desist from 
running. If Maduro press-
es forward, he warned, 
Venezuela will explode 
before his new six-year 
term is scheduled to be-
gin in January.

A social crisis years in 
the making has worsened 
as Venezuela’s oil produc-
tion the source of almost 
all of its foreign income 
has collapsed to the low-
est level in decades and 
inancial sanctions by the 

Trump administration has 
made it impossible for the 
government to renegoti-
ate its debts. More than 1 
million people have led 
the country in the past 
two years and 14,000 per-
cent in lation has crushed 
the minimum wage to less 
than 2 a month.

Maduro, 55, immedi-
ately called for dialogue 
with his opponents and 
put the best face forward 
on what analysts said were 
nonetheless disappoint-
ing results underscoring 
how vulnerable his hold 
on power remains.

Despite energetic 
campaigning his over-
all vote haul slipped by 
1.6 million from 2013, 
when he was irst elect-
ed after Hugo Chavez’s 
death from cancer. But 
he showed no sign of re-
playing Sunday’s vote.

“We will be the most 
powerful and largest polit-
ical force in Venezuela for a 
long time,” he told a festive 
crowd of die-hard support-
ers who poured into the 

grounds of the presidential 
palace to celebrate.

“It doesn’t faze me 
when they say I’m a dic-
tator.” He promised to 
spend the next two years 
before scheduled con-
gressional elections re-
pairing an economy he 
says has been badly dam-
aged by ma ias backed by 
Colombia and the US.

He also slammed Fal-
con, who like him was an 
acolyte of Chavez, saying he 
had never seen a candidate 
dispute results before they 
were even announced.

“Sooner or later, they 
all break in the face of 
threats from the imperi-
alists,” he said, pleading 
with the US to reconsider 
its belligerence.

Both of Maduro’s op-
ponents accused elector-
al authorities of being 
blind to blatant viola-
tions before the vote and 
on election day. Falcon 
said that at 86 percent 
of voting centers ruling 
party activists set up 
so-called “Red Points” 
where they scanned on 
cellphones QR codes on 
government-issued “Fa-
therland Cards.”

Some poor cardhold-
ers in Caracas there are 
16.5 million nationwide 
said they hoped Madu-
ro would deliver on his 
campaign promise of 
a “prize” to those who 
demonstrated their loy-
alty. Maduro accused his 
opponents of trying to 
“demonize” a program 
intended to address the 
social crisis and not as-
sert political control.

Maduro wins Venezuela election challengers call illegitimate

Indian 
student 
plunges 40 
mtrs to death 
while taking 
sel ie in Aus
M , M  21 
(PTI): In a tragic inci-
dent, a 20-year-old In-
dian student has died 
after falling off rocks into 
the ocean from a popu-
lar tourist attraction in 
Western Australia while 
trying to take a sel ie, 
media reports said.

Ankit was with 
friends when he slipped 
off the 40-metre 
precipice at The Gap, 
near the historic port 
town of Albany, the ABC 
news reported.

He was studying in 
Perth, and had been run-
ning and jumping on the 
rocks before he slipped 
and plunged into the 
ocean while taking a pho-
to with friends on Thurs-
day, the report said.

His body was recov-
ered from the water just 
over an hour later follow-
ing a search involving a 
rescue helicopter.

“He was just very 
careful, just to take a pic-
ture and he just slipped 
down there, on the hill,” 
his friend was quoted as 
saying by the report.

Police are still trying 
to contact the student’s 
parents.

“A young male has 
gone into the water, and 
sadly lost their life. This 
is such a tragic event,” 
said Dominic Wood, 
Great Southern District 
superintendent.

“All I know at this 
stage is that there is a 
small group, we think of 
about ive young adults, 
they were down here 
within the vicinity of 
the platform behind me 
around the rocks,” Wood 
said.

“It is a dangerous area 
but if you take precau-
tions and stay between 
the bounds, then these 
things won’t happen.”

The site was brie ly 
closed two years ago to 
add a viewing platform 
and railings and warning 
signs near the edge.



8 SummitTIMES | 22 May 2018

Owner, Printer, Publisher Dr. ROMA KANTI ALLEY, Printed at M/S. Baba Offset Press Works Pvt.  Ltd., Tadong Bazaar, East Sikkim, Gangtok, Pin: 737102  and Published from Santa Bhawan Complex, Near Diesel Power House, Gangtok,
East Sikkim- 737101, District- East, Gangtok, State- Sikkim Editor: PURAN TAMANG. Phone- [03592] 208698 E-mail- news@summittimes.com  ~  letters@summittimes.com

EtCETERA

THE K-POP KINGS HAVE ARRIVED! BTS [Jin, Suga, J-Hope, RM, Jimin, V 
and Jungkook] stepped out on the red carpet at the 2018 Billboard Music 
Awards and the A.R.M.Y. promptly made their excitement loud and clear.

ARIES: Why not radically 
change the way you behave to-
ward others, Aries? You’re in 
the process of orienting your-
self toward establishing rela-
tionships that are more solid 
and enriching, with far fewer 
risks involved. This wasn’t the 
case before. When you don’t 
try so hard to seduce and im-
press, your audience claps 
louder. Just be yourself, and 
gain approval.
TAURUS: This could be a good 
day to try relaxation techniques 
that are a little bit out of the 
ordinary. Who knows? Maybe 
you’ll even learn something 
from these unorthodox meth-
ods. Why not explore shiatsu 
or polarity? These techniques 
can do wonders for restoring 

your energy, an element that 
has been in short supply for you 
lately. Give it a try. As the good 
doctor said, “This won’t hurt a 
bit.”
GEMINI: Currently, you are in 
the midst of some profound 
questioning about your emo-
tional attitudes. You’ll probably 
ind yourself totally free of in-

hibitions, much to your delight. 
It’s an opportunity to meet new 
people and perhaps become a 
bit more open-minded. You can 
expect lively events and much 
pleasure from love.
CANCER: If you ind your com-
panions a bit too stodgy, today 
is the day to jostle them out of 
complacency. You may enjoy ex-
perimenting with a bit of naugh-
tiness. For example, how will 

the people around you react if 
you lout certain social taboos, 
such as talking openly about 
sex? Since you’re comfortable 
with the subject, why not have 
fun stretching the limits of con-
vention?
LEO: There is the likelihood that 
you’ve been a bit of a loner late-
ly. It’s as though you decided to 
look at things differently from 
the rest of the world, rejecting 
the individualistic viewpoint 
in favor of a more global one. 
Today, you may achieve a new 
phase in this process. You may 
attain some summit of con-
sciousness from which you i-
nally have the ability to forgive!
VIRGO: Is there some material 
need weighing on your spirit 
right now, Virgo? If you can’t 

see how to solve the problem 
alone, why not discuss it with 
your friends? They may have 
some ideas. Today, the word 
“impossible” has been banished 
from the English language. Take 
advantage of the opportunity to 
look for solutions in unlikely 
places.
LIBRA: Today’s prospects 
should suit the dynamic, idealis-
tic being that you are, especially 
right now. There will be some 
criticism in the air, and you 
won’t miss an opportunity to 
punctuate your comments with 
your famous irony. Your view-
points on corporate rigidity and 
conformist attitudes are well 
known, but today your sense of 
humor prevails and people lis-
ten to you with pleasure!

SCORPIO: There’s an excellent 
day on the horizon, Scorpio. If 
you feel hemmed in by fears or 
uncertainties in your love life, 
the day ahead will give you the 
courage to discuss these mat-
ters with your mate. Even if 
more time is necessary to settle 
things completely, you should 
make good use of today’s clear 
communication channels. You 
won’t be disappointed (and nei-
ther will your mate).
SAGITTARIUS: You can expect 
to be more and more interested 
in new technologies these days, 
Sagittarius. What you once con-
sidered very progressive now 
seems much closer to reality. 
You’ll notice to what an extent 
it is now crucial for you to align 
yourself with the cutting-edge 

technology that surrounds you. 
Don’t hesitate. You are by de i-
nition a pioneer, so full speed 
ahead to these new frontiers!
CAPRICORN: For a while now, 
a certain number of planetary 
con igurations have been con-
tinually pushing you to become 
aware that you live on a whole 
planet and not just in a city or 
neighborhood. You’re becoming 
more aware of society at large, 
Capricorn. This means that you 
may be increasingly attracted to 
large-scale movements. Now is 
the time to get involved!
AQUARIUS: The current con-
figuration of the planets will 
make you the bearer of a new 
philosophy, Aquarius. This 
doesn’t mean that you’ll be 
New Age, but more precise-

ly that you’ll have ideas that 
evolved from it. It’s easy to 
imagine you attending con-
ferences given by the leading 
minds of the day. Most assur-
edly, you’re searching for an-
swers. Be careful about being 
too easily convinced by any 
“truth” that comes your way.
PISCES: You may feel that you’ve 
made real progress in your re-
lationships, Pisces. And you’re 
right to feel this way. “Evolution” 
best de ines the path you’re on 
right now. You can be proud of 
yourself, because the work you 
do on an individual level is the 
best way for you to contribute to 
the development of society. This 
way of taking action is no less 
important than the work done 
by global organizations.
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He missed out on ive Billboard 
Music Awards in 2015, but re-

ceived 15 more nominations this 
year. And Ed Sheeran had plenty of 
success on Sunday night, when he 
scooped six of the possible music 
gongs at the Las Vegas ceremony.

The 27-year-old performed 
his hit Galway Girl for fans at MGM 
Grand Garden Arena in Nevada.

Against strong competition, Brit-
ish singer Ed walked away with Top 
Artist and Male Artist, as well as Top 
Hot 100 Artist. He was also awarded 
the Top Song Sales Artist, Top Radio 
Song for Shape of You and Top Radio 
Songs Artist.

Nevertheless, his album ÷ [Di-
vide] lost out on gongs to Kendrick 
Lamar and his pal Taylor Swift.

On her return to the awards red 
carpet at Billboard, Taylor also col-
lected two honours, irst Best Female 
Artist and later Top Selling Artist.

Three years ago, Ed was nom-
inated for a possible ive Billboard 
Music Awards but lost out on all of 
them though he returned this year 
with a vengeance, becoming one of 
the biggest winners of the night.

With guests including Jennifer 
Lopez, Shawn Mendes and Dua Lipa, 
Ed decided to skip the red carpet, 
even so. This weekend it was an-
nounced that Ed took the second 
spot in the list of wealthiest British 
musicians under 30.

He broke into the top 40 Sunday 
Times Rich List of UK music stars, tied 
at 35th on a net worth of £80million 
with Take That star Gary Barlow, 47.

Britain’s richest young musician 
was 30-year-old Adele, who is worth 
an estimated £140million.

Ed has enjoyed a meteoric rise 
since breaking out in 2011 and last 
year’s chart-topping ÷ spawned more 
top ten singles than any album in UK 
history. Not only did his third album 
÷ [Divide] outsell any other in the UK 
and US last year, it also helped net the 
singer £28million.

Here’s the complete list of the win-
ners of Billboard Music Awards 2018:
Top Artist: Drake, Kendrick Lamar, 
Bruno Mars, Ed Sheeran [WINNER], 
Taylor Swift
Top New Artist: 21 Savage, Camila 

Cabello, Cardi B, Khalid [WINNER], 
Kodak Black
Billboard Chart Achievement 
Award: Camila Cabello [WINNER], 
Cardi B, Drake, Sam Hunt, Ed Sheeran
Top Male Artist: Drake, Kendrick 
Lamar, Bruno Mars, Post Malone, Ed 
Sheeran [WINNER]
Top Female Artist: Camila Cabello, 
Cardi B, Halsey, Demi Lovato, Taylor 
Swift [WINNER]
Top Duo/Group: The Chainsmokers, 
Coldplay, Imagine Dragons [WIN-
NER], Migos, U2
Top Billboard 200 Artist: Drake 
[WINNER], Kendrick Lamar, Ed 
Sheeran, Chris Stapleton, Taylor Swift
Top Hot 100 Artist: Imagine Drag-
ons, Kendrick Lamar, Bruno Mars, 
Post Malone, Ed Sheeran [WINNER]
Top Streaming Songs Artist: Cardi 
B, Drake, Kendrick Lamar [WINNER], 
Post Malone, Ed Sheeran
Top Song Sales Artist: Imagine Drag-
ons, Kendrick Lamar, Bruno Mars, 
Post Malone, Ed Sheeran [WINNER]
Top Radio Songs Artist: Halsey, 
Imagine Dragons, Bruno Mars, Char-
lie Puth, Ed Sheeran [WINNER]
Top Social Artist: Justin Bieber, BTS 
[WINNER], Ariana Grande, Demi Lo-
vato, Shawn Mendes
Top Touring Artist: Coldplay, Guns 
N’ Roses, Bruno Mars, Ed Sheeran, 
U2 [WINNER]
Top R&B Artist: Chris Brown, Khalid, 
Bruno Mars [WINNER], SZA, The Weeknd
Top R&B Male Artist: Khalid, Bruno 
Mars [WINNER], The Weeknd
Top R&B Female Artist: Beyonce, 

Rihanna, SZA [WINNER]
Top R&B Tour: Bruno Mars [WIN-
NER], Lionel Richie, The Weeknd
Top Rap Artist: Drake, Kendrick La-
mar [WINNER], Lil Uzi Vert, Migos, 
Post Malone
Top Rap Male Artist: Drake, Kend-
rick Lamar [WINNER], Post Malone
Top Rap Female Artist: Bhad Bha-
bie, Cardi B [WINNER], Nicki Minaj
Top Rap Tour: J. Cole, JAY-Z [WIN-
NER], Kendrick Lamar
Top Country Artist: Kane Brown, 
Luke Combs, Sam Hunt, Thomas 
Rhett, Chris Stapleton [WINNER]
Top Country Male Artist: Sam Hunt, 
Thomas Rhett, Chris Stapleton [WINNER]
Top Country Female Artist: Kelsea 
Ballerini, Miranda Lambert, Maren 
Morris [WINNER]
Top Country Duo/Group Artist: 
Florida Georgia Line [WINNER], Old 
Dominion, Zac Brown Band
Top Country Tour: Luke Bryan 
[WINNER], Florida Georgia Line, Tim 
McGraw & Faith Hill
Top Rock Artist: Imagine Dragons 
[WINNER], Linkin Park, Portugal. 
The Man, Tom Petty & The Heart-
breakers, Twenty one pilots
Top Rock Tour: Coldplay, Guns N’ 
Roses, U2 [WINNER]
Top Latin Artist: J Balvin, Daddy 
Yankee, Luis Fonsi, Ozuna [WINNER], 
Romeo Santos
Top Dance/Electronic Artist: The 
Chainsmokers [WINNER], Calvin 
Harris, Kygo, Marshmello, ODESZA
Top Christian Artist: Elevation 
Worship, Hillsong UNITED, Hillsong 

Worship, MercyMe [WINNER], Zach 
Williams
Top Gospel Artist: Anthony Brown 
& group therapy, Travis Greene, J.J. 
Hairston & Youthful Praise, Tasha 
Cobbs Leonard [WINNER], Tamela 
Mann
Top Billboard 200 Album: Drake - 
More Life, Kendrick Lamar – DAMN 
[WINNER], Post Malone – Stoney, Ed 
Sheeran – Divide, Taylor Swift – Rep-
utation
Top Selling Album: Kendrick Lamar 
- DAMN, P!nk - Beautiful Trauma, Ed 
Sheeran – Divide, Chris Stapleton - 
From A Room: Volume 1, Taylor Swift 
- Reputation [WINNER]
Top Soundtrack: Black Panther, The 
Fate of the Furious: The Album, The 
Greatest Showman, Guardians of the 
Galaxy, Vol. 2: Awesome Mix Vol. 2, 
Moana [WINNER]
Top R&B Album: Khalid - American 
Teen, Bruno Mars - 24K Magic [WIN-
NER], SZA - CTRL, The Weeknd - Star-
boy, XXXTentacion - 17
Top Rap Album: Drake - More Life, 
Kendrick Lama - DAMN [WINNER], 
Lil Uzi Vert, Luv Is Rage 2, Migos - 
Culture, Post Malone - Stoney
Top Country Album: Kane Brown 
- Kane Brown, Luke Combs - This 
One’s For You, Thomas Rhett - Life 
Changes, Chris Stapleton - From A 
Room: Volume 1 [WINNER], Brett 
Young - Brett Young
Top Rock Album: Imagine Dragons - 
Evolve [WINNER], Linkin Park - One 
More Light, Panic! At The Disco - Death 
of a Bachelor, Portugal. The Man - 

Woodstock, U2 - Songs of Experience
Top Latin Album: Nicky Jam - Fe-
nix, Christian Nodal - Me Deje Llevar, 
Ozuna - Odisea [WINNER], Romeo 
Santos - Golden, Shakira - El Dorado
Top Dance/Electronic Album: 
Avicii - AVĨCI [01], The Chainsmok-
ers - Memories…Do Not Open [WIN-
NER], Calvin Harris - Funk Wav 
Bounces Vol. 1, Kygo – Stargazing, 
ODESZA - A Moment Apart
Top Christian Album: Elevation 
Worship - There Is A Cloud, Hillsong 
UNITED – Wonder, Hillsong Worship 
- Let There Be Light, Alan Jackson - 
Precious Memories Collection [WIN-
NER], MercyMe - Lifer
Top Gospel Album: Anthony Brown 
& group therapy - A Long Way From 
Sunday, Travis Greene - Crossover: 
Live From Music City, J.J. Hairston & 
Youthful Praise - You Deserve It, Tasha 
Cobbs Leonard - Heart. Passion. Pur-
suit [WINNER], Marvin Sapp - Close
Top Hot 100 Song: Luis Fonsi & Dad-
dy Yankee ft. Justin Bieber - Despacito 
[WINNER], Kendrick Lamar - Hum-
ble, Bruno Mars - That’s What I Like, 
Post Malone ft. 21 Savage - Rockstar, 
Ed Sheeran - Shape Of You
Top Streaming Song [Audio]: Luis 
Fonsi & Daddy Yankee ft. Justin Bie-
ber - Despacito, Kendrick Lamar - 
Humble [WINNER], Lil Uzi Vert - XO 
Tour LLIF3, Post Malone ft. 21 Sav-
age - Rockstar, Post Malone ft. Quavo 
- Congratulations
Top Streaming Song [Video]: Car-
di B - Bodak Yellow [Money Moves], 
Luis Fonsi & Daddy Yankee ft. Jus-
tin Bieber – Despacito [WINNER], 
Lil Pump - Gucci Gang, Bruno Mars 
- That’s What I Like, Ed Sheeran - 
Shape of You
Top Selling Song: Luis Fonsi & Dad-
dy Yankee ft. Justin Bieber “Despaci-
to” [WINNER], Sam Hunt “Body Like 
A Back Road”, Imagine Dragons “Be-
liever”, Imagine Dragons “Thunder”, 
Ed Sheeran “Perfect”
Top Radio Song: The Chainsmok-
ers & Coldplay, “Something Just Like 
This”, Imagine Dragons, “Believer”, 
Bruno Mars, “That’s What I Like”, 
Charlie Puth, “Attention”, Ed Sheeran, 
“Shape of You” [WINNER]
Top Collaboration: Camila Cabello 
ft. Young Thug, “Havana”, The Chain-

smokers & Coldplay, “Something 
Just Like This”, Luis Fonsi & Daddy 
Yankee ft. Justin Bieber, “Despacito” 
[WINNER], French Montana ft. Swae 
Lee, “Unforgettable”, Post Malone ft. 
21 Savage, “Rockstar”
Top R&B Song: Childish Gambino, 
“Redbone”, DJ Khaled ft. Rihanna & 
Bryson Tiller, “Wild Thoughts”, Kha-
lid, “Young Dumb & Broke”, Bruno 
Mars, “That’s What I Like” [WINNER], 
Bruno Mars ft. Cardi B, “Finesse”
Top Rap Song: Cardi B, “Bodak Yel-
low [Money Moves]”, DJ Khaled ft. 
Justin Bieber, Quavo, Chance The 
Rapper & Lil Wayne, “I’m The One”, 
French Montana ft. Swae Lee, “Unfor-
gettable”, Kendrick Lamar, “Humble”, 
Post Malone ft. 21 Savage, “Rockstar” 
[WINNER]
Top Country Song: Kane Brown ft. 
Lauren Alaina, “What Ifs”, Sam Hunt, 
“Body Like A Back Road” [WINNER], 
Dustin Lynch, “Small Town Boy”, 
Bebe Rexha & Florida Georgia Line, 
“Meant To Be”, Brett Young, “In Case 
You Didn’t Know”
Top Rock Song: Imagine Dragons 
“Believer” [WINNER], Imagine Drag-
ons “Thunder”, Linkin Park ft. Kiiara 
“Heavy”, Portugal. The Man “Feel It Still”, 
The Revivalists “Wish I Knew You”
Top Latin Song: J Balvin & Willy Wil-
liam Ft. Beyonce, “Mi Gente”, Becky G ft. 
Bad Bunny, “Mayores”, Luis Fonsi & Dad-
dy Yankee ft. Justin Bieber, “Despacito” 
[WINNER], Maluma, “Felices Los 4”, 
Wisin ft. Ozuna, “Escapate Conmigo”
Top Dance/Electronic Song: The 
Chainsmokers & Coldplay, “Some-
thing Just Like This” [WINNER], 
Cheat Codes ft. Demi Lovato, “No 
Promises”, Clean Bandit ft. Sean Paul 
& Ann-Marie, “Rockabye”, Kygo & 
Selena Gomez, “It Ain’t Me”, Zedd & 
Alessia Cara, “Stay”
Top Christian Song: Elevation Wor-
ship, “O Come To The Altar”, Hillsong 
Worship, “What A Beautiful Name” 
[WINNER], Lecrae ft. Tori Kelly, “I’ll 
Find You”, MercyMe, “Even If”, Zach 
Williams, “Old Church Choir”
Top Gospel Song: Anthony Brown & 
group therAPy, “Trust In You”, Travis 
Greene, “You Waited”, J.J. Hairston 
& Youthful Praise, “You Deserve It” 
[WINNER], Tamela Mann, “Change 
Me”, Charlie Wilson, “I’m Blessed”.

Ed Sheeran & Kendrick Lamar TOPS Billboard Music Awards!

Deadpool and his foul-
mouthed crew of mis-

its and malcontents have 
taken down the Avengers 
in a box of ice battle of gar-
gantuan proportions.

Fox’s Deadpool 2 
brought in $125 million in 
the North America - and 
$176.3 million interna-
tionally - this weekend, 
giving it the second-high-
est opening ever for an 
R-rated movie and ending 
the three-week reign of 
Disney’s Avengers: In inity 
War.

Box of ice champ Deadpool 2, with Ryan 
Reynolds returning as the title character and 
co-writing this time, fell somewhat short of 
the $130 million the studio predicted and the 
$132.4 million that its predecessor earned 
two years ago.

Analysts and the studio said the difference 
can be attributed to the irst ilm opening on 
a holiday weekend, and could easily be made 
up with Memorial Day coming, despite the 
looming competition from Solo: A Star Wars 
Story.

The ilm grossed $176.3 million interna-
tionally and opened better overseas than the 
irst, especially inding audiences in Latin 

America.
Deadpool 2 follows the proudly foul for-

mula of the irst, mixing the usual superhe-
ro set pieces with gore, gross-out jokes, ‘80s 
power ballads and frequent fourth-wall vio-
lations.

The box of ice of the second ilm suggests 
that formula can become a long-term fran-
chise, and builds its possibilities with the 
addition of antihero teammates from Marvel 
Comics for the title character, including Josh 
Brolin’s Cable and Zazie Beetz’s Domino.

Deadpool 2 next faces off with Solo, but 
the two ilms along with the still-earning 
Avengers ought to make for a major Memorial 
Day for the industry.

Deadpool 2 earns a whopping $176M 
at the international box office!


