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N  D , N  30 (PTI): The Indian 
capital is the most unsafe among 19 
major cities in the country, accounting 
for nearly 40 per cent of rapes report-
ed, 33 per cent of crimes against wom-
en and the highest crime rate in 2016, 
according to data released by the NCRB 
today.

New Delhi also has the dubious dis-
tinction of topping the National Crime 
Records Bureau (NCRB) list in cases 
of murder, kidnapping and abduction, 
juveniles in con lict and economic of-
fences.

According to the report for 2016, 
covering 19 cities with a population 
above two million, Delhi reported 33 
per cent (13,803 cases of 41,761) of 
crimes against women last year.

Mumbai followed at a distant sec-
ond with 12.3 per cent (5,128 cases).

The national capital has a popula-

tion of nearly 19 million.
Nearly 40 per cent (1,996) of the to-

tal number of rape cases in the 19 cities 
occurred in Delhi in 2016. Mumbai was 
number two with 712 cases and Pune 
was third with 354 rapes.

However, 159 more rape cases were 
also registered in the rural areas of 
Delhi, taking the total number of rape 
cases in the entire national capital ter-
ritory to 2,155.

Joint Director in the NCRB Surendra 
Panwar said the bureau did not incor-
porate crime igures of rural areas of 
the 19 major cities, including Delhi, in 
the data.

Besides, Delhi accounted for nearly 
29 per cent of cases of cruelty towards 
woman by husband and his relatives 
(3,645) and dowry deaths (162), the 
NCRB data revealed.

Delhi reported 38.8 per cent of 

Crime Capital: Delhi reports 40 pc of rape cases in 19 big cities
the total number of crimes under 
the Indian Penal Code, followed 
by Bengaluru (8.9 per cent) and 
Mumbai 7.7 per cent.

The national capital recorded 
the highest crime rate at 182.1 
compared to the national average 
of 77.2.

Delhi reported the highest 
number of kidnapping and abduc-
tion cases with 5,453 cases (48.3 
per cent), followed by Mumbai 
with 1,876 cases (16.6 per cent) 
and Bengaluru 879 cases (7.8 per 
cent) during 2016.

The city reported the highest 
number of murders with 479 out 
of the total 2,194 cases (21.8 per 
cent), followed by Bengaluru with 

229 cases (10.4 per cent) and Pat-
na with 195 cases (8.9 per cent).

Delhi had the highest number 
of cases of juveniles in con lict 
with law at 35.6 per cent (2,368 
cases out of 6,645).

The city reported the maximum 
number of cases under econom-
ic offences 5,942 cases (19.3 per 
cent), followed by Jaipur (4,742 
cases, 15.4 per cent) and Mumbai 
(4,191 cases, 13.6 per cent).

Chennai reported the highest 
number of cases of Special and Lo-
cal Laws (SLL) crimes, accounting 
for 32.9 per cent of total reported 
cases among the 19 cities, followed 
by Kochi (12.

9 per cent) and Surat (12.6 per 

cent) during 2016.
In cyber crimes, Mumbai re-

ported the highest number of 
cases -- 980 (23.5 per cent) out of 
4,172 cases -- among the 19 major 
cities in 2016.

The total number of crimes 
against women across the coun-
try in 2016 was 3,38,954 against 
3,29,243 in 2015, an increase of 
2.9 per cent.

The total number of rapes re-
ported across India in 2016 was 
38,947; cruelty by husband or his 
relatives was at 1,10,378; assault 
on women with intent to outrage 
her modesty was 84,746; kidnap-
ping and abduction of women was 
64,519.

G , 30 N  [IPR]: Chief 
Minister Pawan Chamling met 
with Union Minister for Civil 
Aviation, Pusapati Ashok Ga-
japathi Raju along with Tourism 
and Civil Aviation Minister, Ugen 
T Gyatso, Chief Secretary of Sik-
kim, AK Shrivastava, Principal 
Secretary-cum-Development 
Commissioner, VB Pathak, Sec-
retary Tourism, C Zangpo, Mem-
ber Planning, Airports Authority 
of India, Sudhir Raheja, Joint 
Secretary, Ministry of Civil Avia-
tion, Usha Padhee and of icers of 
Tourism and Civil Aviation De-
partment at Mintokgang today.

The Union Minister ex-
pressed his happiness on his 
visit to the State and said that 
the Government of India is fo-
cused on connecting all the 
small States with the rest of the 

country.
The Chief Minister thanked 

him for all the help being ex-
tended and apprised him on the 

importance of the airport as a 
means of connectivity for the 
people of Sikkim and also from 
defense point of view. As Airport 

Authority of India is solely re-
sponsible for the construction, 
function and maintenance of 

N  D , N  30 
(PTI): Gorkha Janmuk-
ti Morcha (GJM) lead-
er Bimal Gurung today 
claimed in the Supreme 
Court that West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee was trying to 
break his party to inish 
the movement for sepa-
rate statehood.

The apex court said 
the movement was one 
thing, but no one can be 
allowed to take law into 
his own hand.

Gurung told a bench 
comprising Justices A K 
Sikri and Ashok Bhushan 
that he has been framed 
in several fakes cases and 
if allowed to surrender, 
then he will be in jail for a 
decade and entire move-
ment will be inished.

He sought handing 
over of the probe to a 
central agency like CBI or 
NIA and claimed to have 
a video showing the state 
police planting an AK-47 
ri le in his house.

“There are difference 
of opinion between me 
and Chief Minister of 
West Bengal. Effort is 
being made to break my 
party and pop up a new 
leader. If today I am giv-
en to the police, then I 
will be in jail for anoth-
er decade and the whole 
movement will be in-
ished,” senior advocate P 
S Patwalia, appearing for 
Gurung, said.

He claimed that 

movements for separate 
states were occuring “ev-
erywhere and new states 
are being carved out”.

Patwalia said if the 
impression goes out that 
“I have been treated un-
fairly and wronged, then 
this would create more 
unrest in Darjeeling and 
hence these case be re-
ferred to CBI.

He said that recently, 
multiple FIRs lodged by 
West Bengal police over 
violence in hills have a 
pattern and have same 
mistakes, same language 
and same format.

“These are all fake 
FIRs have showing a pos-
sibility of frameup,” the 
senior advocate said add-
ing that main lash point 
of confrontation was that 
the GJM had opposed 
the state government’s 
move to make the Benga-
li language mandatory in 
schools in West Bengal.

“This is a big issue in 
hills and the people were 

WB CM trying to inish
Gorkhaland movement:

Bimal Gurung

turn to pg02

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 30 N :

Union Minister for 
Civil Aviation, Pu-

sapati Ashok Gajapathi 
Raju called on Governor 
Shriniwas Patil upon his 
arrival at Gangtok today, 
a press communiqué 
from Raj Bhawan in-
forms. 

Mr Raju is on a two-
day of icial visit to Sik-
kim to oversee the status 
of Green ield Airport, Pa-
kyong slated to be inau- gurated soon. In a brief meeting, the 

Union Minister outlined 
various steps taken by 
the Union Government 
in the aviation sector to 
boost air connectivity in 
non commercial routes 
especially the North 
Eastern States including 
Sikkim through central 
lagship programme 

UDAN [Ude Desh Ka Aam 
Nagrik]. 

The Governor ex-
pressed that Pakyong 
Airport once operational 
will immensely bene it 

Sikkim’s tourism pros-
pect drawing high end 
tourists in huge num-
bers. 

Mr Patil also under-
lined the need to ensure 
smooth low of air traf-
ic from Sikkim and vice 

versa once the route be-
comes operational. He 
further stated that air 
connectivity from Sik-
kim will also help State’s 
thrust on organic farm-
ing and allied industries, 
reads the release. 

Union Minister for Civil Aviation calls 
on Gov, discusses Pakyong Airport  

turn to pg03

Monk who 
initiated 
Ambedkar 
into Buddhism 
passes away
L  N  30 (PTI): 
Buddhist monk Prag-
yanand, who was among 
the seven priests who 
initiated Baba Saheb 
Bhim Rao Ambedkar into 
Buddhism, breathed his 
last today following pro-
longed illness.

The 90-year monk, 
who was undergoing 
treatment at the King 
George’s Medical Uni-
versity since November 
26, breathed his last this 
morning, Chief Medical 
Superintendent, KGMU, 
Prof SN Shankhwar said.

Pragyanand was ad-
mitted following com-
plaints of fever and chest 
pain. He was diagnosed 
with infection in lungs 
which got complicated 
because of his diabetes 
and blood pressure.

According to Bhante 
Suman, who used to look 
after the monk, Prag-
yanand had come to the 
city at the age of 13 and 
was the senior most 
priest at Baudh Vihar 
Mandir here.

Suman said Prag-
yanand was among the 
seven priests who per-
formed the ceremony in 
Nagpur on October 14, 
1956 when Ambedkar 
converted to Buddhism.

Pragyanand had 
breathing and other ail-
ments due to old age and 
was bed-ridden since the 
past two years, he added.

CM talks Pakyong Airport with Union
Minister for Civil Aviation
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opposed to it,” Patwalia 
said.

The hearing re-
mained inconclusive and 
the bench listed the mat-
ter for December 4.

On November 28, the 
apex court was told by Gu-
rung that the Police had 
lodged false cases against 
its members to pressure 
them and suppress their 
movement for a separate 
Gorkhaland state.

However, the state 
police had maintained 
that Gurung was ab-
sconding, not cooperat-
ing in the probe of cases 
lodged against him and 
playing “blatant politics”.

The state police has 

claimed that Gurung was 
facing trial in 23 cases 
and several other crimi-
nal cases were also regis-
tered against him.

It had said that several 
serious incidents had tak-
en place under Gurung’s 
leadership and a 26-year-
old police of icial was also 
killed during the recent 
Gorkhaland agitation.

The charges were 
refuted by Gurung, who 
said that a total of 104 
FIRs have been lodged 
against him and other 
GJM members by the 
West Bengal Police and 
the state government 
had made him a fugitive.

Referring to the appli-
cation iled by state police 

seeking vacation of the 
apex court’s November 
20 order restraining it 
from taking any coercive 
step, Gurung had claimed 
that incorrect statements 
were made in the plea.

Centre had however 
maintained its stand that 
it would follow the order 
passed by the apex court 
in the matter.

The GJM leader had 
earlier claimed in the 
apex court that he was 
being politically perse-
cuted by the state gov-
ernment and had sought 
a probe by the NIA or CBI 
in the killings of sever-
al Gorkhaland activists 
during the recent agita-
tion for a separate state.

West Bengal Police 
had told the court that 
the order restraining it 
from taking any coercive 
steps against Gurung 
should be vacated, as the 
morale of the entire force 
was down since there 
were several cases of se-
rious nature against him.

The GJM central com-
mittee had recently sus-
pended Gurung for six 
months and appointed 
Binay Tamang as the par-
ty’s new president.

Gurung had ap-
proached the top court 
seeking an independent 
probe into the alleged 
killings of Gorkhaland 
supporters during the re-
cent protests.

contd from pg01

WB CM trying to inish Gorkhaland movement: Bimal...

Z , 30 N  (IPR): 
Health Minister cum Sal-
ghari Zoom MLA, Arjun 
Kumar Ghatani inaugu-
rated a house construct-
ed under Reconstruction 
of Earthquake Damaged 
Rural Houses (REDRH) 
scheme at Khaling Gaon 
(Ward No. 05) under 
Zoom Gram Panchayat 
Unit today. 

The Minister was ac-
companied by Panchayat 
President, Agam Sing Rai, 
Vice President, Rupa Rai, 
Panchayat members and 
others. 

Family members 
of the bene iciary ex-

pressed their gratitude 
to the state government 
for their endeavor to 
uplift the people socially 
and economically. 

Mr Ghatani congrat-
ulated the family and 
shared the vision of the 
government for inclusive 
growth and development 
under the leadership of 
Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling.

The Minister then in-
teracted with the local 
people at Saal Dara and 
listened to their griev-
ances and further dis-
cussed the developmen-
tal agenda of the village.

Health Minister
inaugurates REDRH

house at Zoom  

WANGCHUK BHUTIA 
M , 30 N :

Day two of the Bor-
der Area Pro-

gramme-2017 organized 
by North East Zone Cul-
tural Centre (NEZCC), Di-
mapur reached Passing-
dang in Dzongu, North 
Sikkim today. 

The programme fea-
tures a series of cultural 
programmes by tradi-
tional artists from Pun-
jab, Madhya Pradesh, 
Arunachal, West Bengal 
and Sikkim. 

The programme at 
Passingdang was attend-
ed by Sikkim Legislative 
Assembly Deputy Speak-
er cum Area MLA, Sonam 
Gyatso Lepcha as the 
chief guest accompanied 
by North District Milk 
Producers Cooperative 
Union [NDMU] president, 

Choden Lepcha, NEZCC 
programme of icer, Oliver 
Rai, Panchayat members, 
students and staff. 

The chief guest in his 

address thanked the art-
ists for coming to Dzongu 
and showcasing a variety 
of cultural programmes 
to appreciate the impor-

tance of cultures and tra-
ditions of different States 
of the country. Mr Lepcha 
also thanked the State 
Culture Department for 

its contribution in or-
ganizing the event.  The 
troupe had previously 
performed at Singhik Se-
nior Secondary School.

NEZCC cultural prog reaches Dzongu
on second day of tour  

Its United Brothers
vs Serenity Homes for

Serenity Cup 2017  
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 30 N : 

United Brothers will take on Serenity Homes in the 
inals of the 03rd Serenity Cup Football Tourna-

ment here at Paljor Stadium on Friday. 
In the irst semi- inal match played today, United 

Brothers defeated Freedom Facility 4-1, while Seren-
ity Homes outplayed the defending champion, Good-
will from Siliguri 4-2 in the second semi- inal match.

SUMMIT REPORT
N , 30 N :

South District Administration 
has decided to honour the 

service rendered by line of i-
cers and administration of icers 
on the successful completion of 
District Administration’s Adopt-
ed Village programme at Mam-
ring Kamrang Gram Panchayat 
Unit, a press release from the 
South District Collector’s of ice 
informs. 

Assistant Engineer [Namchi 
Block Administrative Center], 
Gaki Bhutia, Headmaster [Kam-

rang Secondary School], Kamal 
Sapkota, Panchayat Inspector 
[Namchi BAC], Nima Chozang 
Sherpa Supervisor ICDS [Social 
Justice, Empowerment and Wel-
fare Department], Norbu Lep-
cha and Dr Pratap Subba [Agri-
culture Department] will all be 
conferred with ‘Second Line of 
Of icers Award’ on 05 Dec, the 
release reads. 

The awardees will receive 
cash prize of Rs 5,100 each with 
citation from the DAC. 

Additionally, Junior Engineer, 
Yogesh Rai, (Mahatma Gand-

hi National Rural Employment 
Guarantee Act), Gram Rojgar Se-
vak (MGNREGA), Bina Rai and 
MGNREGA mate Damber Mangar 
along with the best students at 
GPU level from class IV to IX will 
also be awarded with cash prize 
by Block Administrative Cen-
tre (BAC), Namchi and Mamley 
Kamrang GPU respectively.

The DAC has already an-
nounced the winners of best 
school, best ICDS and best in-
stitute from the GPU during the 
ield visit to GPU by the DC and 

other departmental heads.  

Under the DAAV programme, 
Kichumdumra Primary School, 
Upper Kamrang ICDS and ITI 
Centre Kichumdumra have been 
named the best school, best 
ICDS and best institute from the 
GPU respectively. 

Kamrang Primary School 
will be awarded cash prize of Rs 
11,000 along with citation and 
Upper Kamrang ICDS and ITI 
Centre Kichumdumra will each 
receive Rs 5,100 and citations 
for their recognition on the clos-
ing day of DAAV programme at 
the GPU, reads the release. 

South DAC to honour of icers with ‘Second
Line of Of icers Award’

First meeting 
of District 
Committee 
on Electoral 
Literacy at 
Gyalshing
G , 30 N  
[IPR]: The irst meeting 
of District Committee on 
Electoral Literacy (DCEL) 
was held today in DAC 
Gyalshing, West Sikkim 
under the chairman-
ship of District Collector, 
West.

In his opening re-
marks, SDM Gyalshing, 
the Nodal Of icer cum 
Convenor of DCEL, made 
the participants aware 
about the concept of 
DCEL & ELC (Electoral 
Literacy Club). He also 
underscored the aims 
and objectives of ELC and 
urged the participants to 
establish ELCs in respec-
tive schools and colleges 
before the winter holi-
days begin. He told the 
gathering that this is an 
excellent opportunity for 
the students to partici-
pate in the democratic 
process of election which 
is one of the founding pil-
lars and strength of gov-
ernance system in India.

DC West, in his con-
cluding remarks, urged 
the participants to actively 
participate in establishing 
ELCs as well as conduct 
various activities like de-
bates, quizzes, elocution, 
painting competition, etc 
around the theme of elec-
tions. He also exhorted 
the gathering to involve 
students in taking the 
electoral awareness to 
their villages also so that 
no voter is left behind. He 
also urged to involve stu-
dents in Electoral roll pu-
ri ication process so that 
every eligible voter has 
his/her name enlisted in 
proper manner.

At the end of the 
meeting, all participants 
from schools, colleges as 
well as of icials of HRDD 
& Election department, 
Gyalshing were thanked.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 30 N : 

A Community Mobili-
zation Programme 

cum Communal Har-
mony was organized by 
Pushpanjali Voluntary 
Organization in collabo-
ration with Nehru Yuva 
Kendra Namchi at MPCS 
Hall, Borong, South Sik-
kim on 29 Nov, informs a 
press release.

The resource person 
and chief guest for the 
programme was Dr. DK 
Gurung [Master Trainer 
Nehru Yuva Kendra San-
gathan Sikkim State cum 
president West District 
NGO Federation].

Dr Gurung spoke 
about the various social 
issues related to NGOs 
and SHGs. He also talk-
ed about different kinds 
of projects that an SHG 
and NGO can get from 
different government 
agencies. He highlighted 
the core programme of 
Nehru Yuva Kendra San-
gathan like Skill Up-Gra-
dation Training, Sports 

Meet, State and National 
Youth Exchange Pro-
gramme.   

NYK Volunteer and 
president Kanchanjyoti 
Youth Club, Suyog Prad-
han was present as the 
special guest. He brief-
ly spoke on Communal 
Harmony wherein he 

said that NGOs and Vol-
unteers can play the role 
of a mediator to resolve 
various con licts in the 
society. He also suggest-
ed increasing commu-
nication to lessen the 
chance of con licts and 
for communal harmony.

The programme was 

NYK Community mobilization prog held at Borong

also attended by Manu 
Pradhan [National Youth 
Volunteer], SHG mem-
bers, members of Kap-
injal Social Foundation, 

members of Pushpanjali 
Voluntary Organization 
and the National Youth 
Volunteers of Ravangla 
Block.

8.94L ltr liquor, Rs 
1.67cr cash seized in 
poll-bound Gujarat

N  D , N  30 (PTI): About 8.94 lakh litres of 
liquor, Rs 1.67 crore in cash and gold and jewellery 
worth over Rs 8 crore have been seized by the Elec-
tion Commission-appointed surveillance and expen-
diture monitoring teams in poll-bound Gujarat.

The Election Commission teams has so far con is-
cated liquor valued at Rs 20.20 crore from the state 
where prohibition is in force.

The teams also seized suspected illicit cash total-
ling Rs 1.67 crore, 37.63 kg of gold and other precious 
metals valued at Rs 8.17 crore and 35 kg of narcotics 
worth Rs 3.5 lakh, according to of icial data.

Apart from this, 3,650 British Pounds (about Rs 
3.11 lakh) and 30,000 Thai Baht (about Rs 60,000) 
have also been seized by the EC teams, the data said.
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CENTRE FOR RESEARCH & TRAINING IN INFORMATICS
(AN AUTONOMOUS BODY UNDER THE DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY)

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM,
NEAR POWER SECRETARIAT, ANNEX – I BUILDING, TOP FLOOR,

KAZI ROAD, GANGTOK – 737101, PH: 03592-207426
Ref no: 190/CRTI/DIT/2017             Date: 17/11/17

WALK-IN-INTERVIEW
Centre For Research & Training In Informatics (CRTI), an autonomous body under the Department of In-

formation Technology, Government of Sikkim is conducting a Walk in Interview on 5th December 2017 to fi ll up 
the under mentioned positions for the operation of State Data Centre.

SL.NO. JOB DISCRIPTION REQUIREMENT SALARY/MONTH
1. Data Engineer 1 no Rs.20,000/-
2 BMS, NOC, Helpdesk Engineer 5 nos Rs. 15,000/-

For further details applicants may kindly visit www.sikkim.gov.in
Sd/- 

R.O. No. 421/ipr/pub/classi./17-18 dt. 21.11.17    EXECUTIVE

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 30 N :

The newly elected ex-
ecutive members 

of Press Club of Sikkim 
(PCS) led by its president, 
Joseph Lepcha called on 
Governor Shriniwas Pa-
til at Raj Bhawan today, a 
press release informs.

“It was a customary 

courtesy call following 
the formation of the new 
executive body,” reads 
the release. 

During the course of 
the meeting, the Gover-
nor was apprised of the 
activities undertaken by 
the club in the past and 
future programmes for 
the welfare of journalists 

and media persons in the 
State. The members also 
thanked him for providing 
the annual grant to organi-
zations including PCS.  

The Governor ap-
pealed to the journalists 
to continue working with 
enthusiasm and stressed 
on the need to highlight 
all developmental activ-

ities happening in the 
State. He said journal-
ists have a crucial role in 
spreading the good name 
of the State they work in.

The Governor also ad-
vised the PCS delegation 
to work towards having 
its own ‘Patrakar Bhawan’ 
and assured all possible 
help for the purpose.

Press Club exec members
call on Governor

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 30 N :

SIBIN Group in collab-
oration with Dell EMC 

organized the irst edition 
of Tech Connect with the 
theme ‘Technology, Inno-
vation and Transforma-
tion’ at Gangtok on 29 Nov, 
a press release informs. 

Urban Development 
& Housing Department 
Minister, Narendra Ku-
mar Subba was the chief 
guest of the event. Mr 
Subba was accompanied 
by secretaries, directors 
and of icials from various 
departments.  

SIBIN group show-

cased a variety of tech-
nological concepts which 
could be implemented in 
the government sector. 

“This event is focused 
on sharing latest tech-
nological trend with a 
belief that together we 
can make Sikkim a model 
State in terms of technol-
ogy,” SIBIN Group man-
ager, Nreependra Hang 
Subba said. 

He also presented his 
idea on how data analyt-
ics can be used for iden-
ti ication and prescrip-
tion resolution for better 
governance.

During the event, 

SIBIN Group intro-
duced two of their prod-
ucts, TourGenie (www.
tourgenie.com) focused 
on tourism sector and 
Cliquecity (www.cliquec-
ity.com) which brings ev-
erything about Gangtok 
to our inger tips. 

Cliquecity was of-
icially launched at the 

event by chief guest, Nar-
endra Kumar Subba.

Dell EMC shared 
ideas on Smart City- en-
abling digital cities with 
future economies model 
and the importance of 
server storage, reads the 
release. 

SIBIN Group and Dell
EMC conduct Tech Connect

in Gangtok 

NITESH R PRADHAN
G , 30 N :

The ongoing road 
construction work 

on the Tamang Gumpa-
District Court stretch 
may have caused a small 
hiccup for pedestrians 
but this long overdue 
restoration of the 
road has been well 
received by all the 
stakeholders including 
the pedestrians. 

“This was a danger-
ous stretch which was 
highly accident prone. 
Anything could happen 
anytime here. Finally we 
hope to see a well con-
structed road here,” said 
Pritam Baral, a driver by 
profession. 

It must be added that 
this stretch was also a 
commuter’s nightmare 
during peak traf ic hours 
with vehicles not able to 
go smoothly over the tur-
bulent road. 

Palmu Bhutia, a gov-
ernment employee cur-
rently serving at District 
Administrative Centre in 
the capital stated that pe-
destrians can now take “a 

little trouble of walking” 
for a “smooth ride into 
the future”.

Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling, in his recent 
speeches, has stressed 
on the completion of all 
roads and bridges work 

in the State. 
Among the im-

portant roads being 
upgraded includes In-
dira Byepass road in 
the capital along with 
the Mamring-Namchi 
and Melli-Jorethang 

stretch of the state 
highway. 

With the soon to be 
completed Pakyong Air-
port, the Ranipool-Pa-
kyong stretch has also 
seen up gradation and 
maintenance work. 

“Roads re lect so 
many aspects of a state 
and a country. Speedy 
work can happen only 
when all agencies work 
in tandem with each oth-
er,” said a seasoned driv-
er, Kumar Pradhan. 

Commuters welcome upgradation of Tamang
Gumpa-District Court road 

SFA 
congratulates 
Holy Cross 
U-19 football 
team
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 30 N :

Sikkim Football Asso-
ciation (SFA) has con-

gratulated the Under-19 
boys football team 
of Holy Cross School, 
Tadong for becoming 
one of the inalists of the 
CBSE Cluster-I East Zone 
Football Championship 
2017 held at Digboi, As-
sam last week. 

A press release in-
forms that Holy Cross 
football team failed to 
clinch the winner’s cup 
but was awarded the 
‘Best Disciplined Team’ 
by the jury members. 

Holy Cross School 
was the only school to 
represent Sikkim in the 
U-19 boys category in 
the tournament. 

G , 30 N  [IPR]: 
Commercial Tax Division, 
Finance, Revenue and 
Expenditure Department 
(FRED) organized a day-
long seminar on Goods 
and Services Tax (GST) 
for the of icers of differ-
ent State Department 
of ices here at Chintan 
Bhawan today. Chief Sec-
retary, AK Srivastava at-
tended the programme 
as the chief guest.

The Chief Secretary, 
in his address, said that 
all the line departments 
need to know about the 
new taxation system to 
ensure smooth transition 
and contribute by edu-
cating different stake-
holders across the State. 

Commercial Tax Di-
vision, FRED has already 
started a course on GST 
in collaboration with 
Skill Development and 
Entrepreneurship Devel-
opment Department. 

He urged the senior 
of icers to be fully up-
dated on GST and be in 
touch with various stake-
holders on proper prac-

tice of GST in the State.
FRED Principal Secre-

tary, B Pathak urged the 
gathered of icers to ed-
ucate the people on GST 
and advised them to tell 
the business enthusiasts 
to register themselves un-
der the new tax system. 

“We all know that Sik-
kim is a consumer state 
and most of the items like 
construction materials 
or any other consumer 
durables are generally 
procured from outside 
the state. So if they are 
not registered it creates 
a problem for actual re-
alization of revenues 
and thus all departments 
should ensure that the 
GST of the supplier is ver-
i ied by them through on-

line link of GST portal. All 
purchases from outside 
the state should have levy 
of IGST at the appropriate 
rate of any materials or 
goods,” he informed

Mr Pathak informed 
that to strengthen the 
system on GST, 10 mo-
bile teams have been 
constituted within the 
Commercial Taxes de-
partment for intensive 
checking of goods carry-
ing vehicles. 

“Vehicles carrying ma-
terials not accounted for 
will be con iscated and 
necessary action will be 
initiated,” he informed. 

The programme was 
attended by Principal 
Secretaries, Secretaries 
of various departments, 

FRED conducts seminar on GST 
of icers and engineers.   

A presentation on the 
salient features of GST was 
made by Joint Commission-
er of Commercial Taxes Di-
vision, FRED, Manoj Rai. 

The seminar con-
cluded with a ‘Questions 
and Answers’ session in 
which clari ications were 
given on many queries 
particularly pertaining to 
transport, supplying and 
receiving (inter-state) etc.

the Pakyong Airport, the 
Chief Minister asked him 
to look into the matter 
related to making pay-
ments against the dam-
ages and compensations 
to the affected people 
surrounding the airport 
locality. He also request-
ed the Union Minister to 
make the airport opera-
tional at the earliest.

The Chief Secretary 
said that this is a histori-
cal moment for Sikkimese 
people as they are inal-
ly getting an airport and 
getting connected to the 
mainland. He also touched 
upon few issues concern-
ing the Pakyong Airport 
and apprised the House 
about the same.

Joint Secretary, Min-
istry of Civil Aviation, 
Usha Padhee also showed 
a small presentation on 
the Regional Connectiv-
ity Scheme (RCS) and 
talked about the main 
objectives, issues and 
optional routes of the air-
port. She said that main 
groundwork and clear-
ances were in place and 
thanked the state govern-
ment for its cooperation 
and support.

A detailed presenta-
tion of the Pakyong Air-
port was also presented 
by Member Planning, 
Airports Authority of In-
dia, Sudhir Raheja.  

CM talks 
Pakyong 
Airport with 
Union
Minister for 
Civil Aviation...

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 30 N :

As a part of the ongo-
ing efforts to bring 

about a long-lasting and 
inclusive solution to the 
country’s water prob-
lems, the Art of Living, 
a volunteer-based, hu-
manitarian and educa-
tional non-governmental 
organization is hosting a 
conference on ‘River Re-
juvenation’ on 05 and 06 
Dec at its center in Ben-
galuru, a press release 
informs.

Organised in associ-
ation with International 
Association for Human 
Values (IAHV), the con-
ference aims to ind sci-
enti ic and sustainable 
ways to address the 
worst water crisis the 
country is facing in four 
decades.

“Water is the basis 
of life and we need to 
protect and preserve the 
sources of water. This 
conference will vastly 
contribute to evolving 
eco-friendly methodolo-
gies for rejuvenating wa-
ter bodies across India,” 

Art of Living founder Gu-
rudev Sri Sri Ravi Shan-
kar said.

The two-day con-
ference will see leading 
national and global sci-
entists, academics, stake-
holders, policymakers 
and bene iciaries delib-
erate upon a roadmap for 
conserving existing wa-
ter resources, revive wa-
ter bodies, plan for sus-
tainable infrastructure 
for water, and study the 
socio-economic impact 
of the river rejuvenation 
models that have worked 
so far.

Apart from Gurudev, 
the speakers at the con-
ference will have Indian 
Space Research Organi-
zation Chairman, Kiran 
Kumar, Professor from 
School of Engineering, 
Cardiff University, Rog-
er Falconer, Additional 
Secretary, Agriculture, 
Government of India, 
Ashok Dalwai and Joint 
Secretary, Rural Devel-
opment and Panchayat 
Raj, Government of India, 
Aparjita Sarangi, reads 
the release.

Art of Living to host
River Rejuvenation conf

in Bengaluru



4 SummitTIMES |01 December 2017 Opinion

A Day for Every
Problem

So that we do
not forget

Sixteen days of Activism Against Gender Violence if 
underway, bookended by the Day Against Violence 

Against Women (25 November) and International Hu-
man Rights Day (10 December). The World AIDS Day 
is being observed today (01 December) and 03 De-
cember is the Day for the Disabled. Through the year, 
we have many more Days devoted to various issues, 
people and concerns. The instant public reaction to 
the observance of such days is that of disinterest bor-
dering on disdain. Most see it as a waste of time and 
others as a nuisance which disrupts traf ic and wastes 
the time of the people force-involved in such observa-
tions. Issues, most feel, cannot be addressed through 
processions, banners and hoardings and require a 
much more dedicated and sustained approach. This 
logic has merit, but the argument is incomplete. 

What most people forget is that Days are earmarked 
through the year for continuing problems to serve as 
reminders of the work still required. Most times, these 
are problems which do not surge and ebb, but consis-
tently eat into the social health of the masses. AIDS for 
example, does not suddenly claim more lives, nor does 
insensitivity towards the disabled rise at any particu-
lar time of the year. Ditto for violence against women 
or the denial of human rights. This consistent [albe-
it persistent] presence numbs the people to the real 
dangers posed by the problems. Soon, even the media, 
the deliverer of information, loses interest and before 
anyone notices it, a problem, even thought it has not 
been resolved, fades from the public memory.

Those working on the challenges then start work-
ing in a vacuum and the whole pressure to deliver a 
solution relaxes, the foot, so to speak, eases off the ac-
celerator. It is essentially to bring a problem back into 
focus that we observe various Days through the year; 
to keep reminding the public that the problem has not 
gone away; to remind them that their support has to 
continue and more collaboration need to be organ-
ised. It is on such Days that the media is also forced to 
report on the problems and ind fresh angles to deliver 
the same message. These Days are observed so that we 
do not forget.

The observance of special days is also to ix ac-
countability. The World AIDS Day, for instance, is not 
observed only to update us on the numbers living or 
dying with the Virus, but also to tell us about the prog-
ress that has been made in combating the disease. If 
those appropriating lakhs of rupees through the year 
have nothing positive to show, then the public should 
exert pressure for a change in approach and policy. 
These “Days”, the public has to understand, are about 
more than just getting shocked with sensational ig-
ures and heart-rending stories, they are also about un-
derstanding the next plan of action and endorsing or 
denouncing it...

ANJALI MONTEIRO & JAYASANKAR K. P.
theconversation.com

A Delicate Weave (Jhini Bini Chadariya), a docu-
mentary ilm set in Kachchh, Gujarat in West-

ern India, traces four different musical journeys, all 
converging in the ways they af irm religious diver-
sity, syncretism (blending of religions and cultures) 
and love of the other in a country where religious 
politics too often divide communities.

Drawing on the poetic and musical traditions of 
poet-mystics Saint Kabir of Benaras (circa 1500) 
and Shah Abdul Latif Bhitai of Sindh (1689–1752), 
as well as the folk traditions of the region, these re-
markable musicians and singers bear testimony to 
how these oral traditions of compassion are being 
passed down from one generation to the next.

It can take several forms. In Bhujodi, a village 
close to the city of Bhuj, in Gujarat, a group of 
young men meets every night to sing devotional 
songs. They are all weavers and feel a spe-
cial bond with Kabir, who was also a weaver. 
They are mentored by Naranbhai Siju, a carpet 
weaver by profession and a remarkable self-
taught community archivist, who spends his 
spare time recording and annotating this body 
of devotional music.

The women from Lakhpat, an ancient port 
close to the border between India and Paki-
stan, quietly subvert gender roles through 
their folk music performances. They are the 
irst group of women in Kachchh to perform in 

public – and this has changed their lives.
Noor Mohammad Sodha is a master lau-

tist from Bhuj who has been playing the jodiya 
pawa or double lute for more than 25 years, 
performing in India and also overseas. He has re-
cently begun teaching three young people his skills, 
in the hope that this tradition will live on.

Jiant Khan, 60, lives in the Banni grasslands of 
the area. On two nights every week, he meets peo-
ple who travel from far- lung villages to sing the 
verses of the Su i poet Shah Bhitai in the musical 
Waee form, a style from the northwest of India and 
beyond, performed with string instruments. Five 
years ago, there were only three people left in In-
dia who sang this rare and ethereal form – now the 
number has gone up to eight.

All these passionate musicians keep alive this 
delicate weave, committed to the project of what 
Naranbhai calls “breaking down the walls” – walls 
that have been built up through the politics of hate 
and intolerance that marks current times.

PASTORALISTS LIVING IN HARMONY
Since 2008, our team from the School of Media and 
Cultural Studies at the Tata Institute of Social Sci-
ences in Mumbai have been creating video docu-
mentaries of the music of pastoral communities, in 
the region of Kachchh in Gujarat. This has resulted 
in the making of our three ilms – Do Din Ka Mela 
(A Two-Day Fair), So Heddan So Hoddan (Like Here 
Like There) and A Delicate Weave.

Gujarat witnessed ethnic violence directed 
against the Muslim minorities of the state in 2002, 
in which more than 2000 people are estimated to 
have been killed. Kachchh, though a part of Gujarat, 

remained unaffected by this outbreak of violence. 
We were inspired to explore the socio-cultural fab-
ric that makes Kachchh an island of peace in a sea 
of intolerance and embarked on a process of doc-
umenting the Su i traditions of music, storytelling 
and poetry that is an integral part of the lives of the 
pastoralists that live there.

This region has a long tradition of nomadic pas-
toralism, with many different communities that 
moved from Kachchh, across the salt desert known 
as the Great Rann of Kachchh, to Sindh, now in Paki-
stan, with their locks of cattle and camels in search 
of pastures, in a process of rotational migration.

This movement over millenia resulted in strong 
kinship and trade ties between Hindu and Muslim 
pastoral or Maldhari communities in Kachchh with 
their counterparts in Sindh and Tharparkar across 
the Rann of Kachchh.

In earlier times, their religious identities were 

somewhat inconsequential and fuzzy. Many of these 
groups were nomadic people, with their own beliefs 
and practices, and there were also strong frater-
nal relationships between different communities, 
across religious persuasion, supported by stories 
about these ties from mythology and folklore.

HARDER BORDERS
The 1947 Partition of India transformed the lives 
of these communities forever, accentuating distinct 
and mutually exclusive religious identities – the 
new border became a faultline for divides that had 
never existed. The pastoralists were now hemmed 
into recently imagined nations, which continued to 
re-enact the tensions brought into play by Parti-
tion, their movements restricted forever.

After 1947, the border was somewhat porous 
until the India-Pakistan con lict of 1965, after 
which crossing over became increasingly dif icult 
and the Rann became a militarised zone.

The emergence of hard borders, that are fenced 
and forti ied, is not the only threat to the semi-no-
madic pastoralism of the Maldharis. The past few 
decades have witnessed a slow and steady destruc-
tion of these ways of life, through the state’s envi-
ronmental policies, the promotion of industriali-
sation, the proliferation of ecologically insensitive 
tourism and the bureaucracy’s condescending and 
cavalier attitude to these communities.

FRAGILITY OF LIFE
Sindh and Kachchh share a common heritage, 

based on Su ism and other syncretic practices, as 
well as a shared repertoire of poetry, folklore, em-
broidery, architectural practices and visual culture.

The Bhakti poetry of Kabir, the 15th century 
mystic weaver-poet, is sung and recited across 
communities and religions. Shah Abdul Latif Bhi-
tai the Sindhi Su i poet wrote the Shah jo Risalo in 
late 17th century, a remarkable collection of poems 
that continue to be sung by communities through-
out Kachchh and Sindh.

Many of these poems draw on legendary love 
stories, which speak of the fragility and initude of 
life, the inevitability of grief and an ultimate sur-
render to and union with the in inite.

Our documentation work at the School of Me-
dia and Cultural Studies, Tata Institute of Social Sci-
ences, has often been in collaboration with the or-
ganisation Kutch Mahila Vikas Sanghatan (KMVS) 
which spreads the belief that culture, music, lan-

guage and lived traditions form an important 
component of empowerment initiatives since 
1988.

One of these initiatives has brought togeth-
er musicians of various communities, initially 
through community radio. The musicians 
now have their own association that helps in 
organising programmes, mentoring younger 
musicians and keeping these musical tradi-
tions alive and robust.

Over the years, but particularly after the 
earthquake of 2001, which killed more than 
12,000 people, there have been many changes 
in the social fabric of Kachchh.

The earthquake brought in external in-
tervention in a big way, in terms of recon-

struction and rehabilitation, both by the state and 
non-governmental organisations. Today, Kachchh 
has also become a tourist destination, with the 
state-sponsored Rann Utsav (Desert Festival) that 
takes place between November and February and 
brings in thousands of tourists, with obvious ef-
fects on the fragile ecologies of the Rann and the 
grasslands. 

The effects of these changes are complex. While 
on the one hand, tourism and external markets 
have provided a boost to local arts, crafts and ar-
tisans, on the other, the ways in which they change 
relationships within communities can pose prob-
lems for community living. Exacerbating these 
changes is the shift towards parties on the political 
right in Gujarat, including Kachchh, which threat-
ens the traditionally fraternal and symbiotic rela-
tionships between diverse communities. 

This is the backdrop against which A Delicate 
Weave explores efforts to teach and learn these 
endangered musical traditions and sustain the 
utopian energies that characterise Su i and other 
syncretic ways of being. These traditions af irm no-
tions of diversity and peaceful co-existence within 
this precarious yet resilient social fabric.

[Anjali Monteiro is Professor at the 
School of Media and Cultural Studies, Tata 
Institute of Social Sciences; Jayasankar K. 

P. is Dean, Professor School of Media Stud-
ies, Tata Institute of Social Sciences]

A DELICATE WEAVE: folk singers from Western India
celebrate diversity in the face of intolerance

Zarina Sodha, from Lakhpath Kachchh, Gujarat (western India), a folk singer.

PHILIPP AGER & CASPER 
WORM HANSEN
theconversation.com

The issue of immigration 
– and whether or not to 

restrict it – is hotly debated. 
Promising stricter immigra-
tion laws was an important 
pillar of Donald Trump’s 
2016 presidential campaign 
– and it remains one of the 
Trump administration’s pri-
orities to “protect” US work-
ers and taxpayers.

This idea re lects the ar-
gument that immigrants re-
duce job opportunities for US 
workers and cost taxpayers 
extra money to provide for 
housing and social assistance. 
But is this really the case? Un-
derstanding whether stricter 
immigration laws would ben-
e it native workers, through 
better employment oppor-
tunities, less competition for 
jobs and a lower tax burden 
is a central research question 
for labour economists inter-
ested in evaluating the economic 
effects of immigration.

We explored this issue in a re-
cent paper that examined how im-
migration restrictions in luenced 
the US economy in the 1920s. In-
deed, the debate on imposing im-
migration restrictions to prevent 
entry of certain ethnic groups into 
the US is not a new one. In the 
1920s, the US changed its open 
door policy for European immi-
grants by introducing immigration 
quotas based on national origins. 

The US president at the time, 
Calvin Coolidge, signed the Im-

migration Act of 1924. For him, 
restrictive immigration was, to a 
large extent, for economic purpos-
es. It was designed to keep wages 
and living standards high for both 
the existing population and the 
new arrivals that made it through 
legally.

The quota system restricted 
immigration from Europe, mainly 
from southern and eastern Eu-
ropean countries. It also banned 
immigration from Asia – where-
as immigration from Mexico and 
other countries in the Americas 
remained unregulated. European 
immigration fell from 4.5m be-

tween 1910 and 1914 to around 
750,000 between 1925 and 1929 
– or in other words to 150,000 im-
migrants annually. This fundamen-
tal change in immigration policy in 
the 1920s remains unprecedented 
in US history.

WINNERS AND LOSERS
The speci ic design of the new 
quota system meant that immi-
gration from some European 
source countries (such as Italy 
and Russia) was restricted more 
than from others (such as the UK). 
Since newly arriving immigrants 
tend to cluster and move to plac-

es with already existing networks, 
areas with larger pre-existing im-
migrant communities of affected 
nationalities (those from Italy or 
Russia) would expect to receive 
fewer immigrants after the in-
troduction of the quota system. 
In light of this, we can evaluate 
whether immigration during the 
irst half of the 20th century was 

bene icial for the average Ameri-
can worker and the US economy 
in general.

We found that natives living in 
areas more affected by the quota 
(areas where the level of immi-
gration went down) were actually 

pushed into lower-wage jobs. For 
the average affected area, native 
workers experienced a 2% decline 
in earnings after the quota system 
was implemented.

This effect, however, substan-
tially differs by race. While the 
quota system led to substantial 
earnings losses for native-born 
white workers, African-American 
workers bene ited from it. This is 
due to the fact that the jobs done 
by white native workers and immi-
grants each complement the other 
(think of it in terms of an engineer 
and a construction worker). Afri-
can-American workers meanwhile 

were competing with immi-
grant workers for jobs.

This inding shows 
that immigration in the 
1920s actually improved 
the job opportunities for 
native-born white workers 
but deteriorated them for 
African-American workers. 
Then, when the quota was 
introduced and the numbers 
of European migrants went 
down, African-American 
job prospects went up, as 
they replaced the missing 
immigrant workers in the 
factories.

As such, native-born 
workers that have similar 
jobs as the arriving immi-
grants are more likely to lose 
from immigration and are 
more likely to gain from im-
migration controls. Indeed, 
one unintentional conse-
quence (in the eyes of the 
1920s policymakers) of the 
quota system was a narrow-
ing down of the black-white 

earnings gap in the more affected 
areas during the irst half of the 
20th century.

Clearly changes in immigration 
policy generate winners and los-
ers. But not the winners and losers 
that the government might expect. 
It all depends on how much the na-
tive population stands in competi-
tion with immigrant workers.

[Philipp Ager is Associate 
Professor of Economics, Uni-

versity of Southern Denmark; 
Casper Worm Hansen is Asso-
ciate Professor of Economics, 

University of Copenhagen]

The economic effects of restricting immigration– lessons from US history
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B , N  30 (PTI): 
The Chinese military 
today hinted at main-
taining sizable presence 
of its troops near the 
area of Doklam standoff 
during winter, asserting 
that the region is in Chi-
nese territory.

India and China re-
solved the 73-day tense 
standoff on August 28 
at Doklam area after 
the People’s Liberation 
Army (PLA) stopped 
building a strategic road 
close to India’s narrow 
Chicken Neck area con-
necting to North-East-
ern states.

Bhutan also claims 
the Doklam area to be its 
part.

India objected to the 
road building by the PLA, 
saying that it endangered 
the security of the nar-
row corridor.

According to of icial 
accounts, both China and 
India in the past used to 
withdraw troops from 
the advanced regions of 
that area during the win-
ter which is harsh.

“Donglong (Doklam) 

is Chinese territory,” Col 
Wu Qian, spokesman of 
the Chinese Ministry of 
Defence said today when 
asked about reports that 
PLA continue to maintain 
sizable number of troops 
close to the Doklam 
standoff area and doing 
away with the practice of 
vacating the place during 
winter.

“Based on this princi-
ple we will decide on the 
deployment of troops on 
our own,” he said without 
elaborating.

The continued pres-
ence of Chinese troops 
near Yatung close to 
Doklam reportedly 
prompted India too to 
maintain its troops pres-
ence there.

While it is not clear 
whether the issue igured 
in the 10th round of the 
Working Mechanism 
for Consultation and 
Coordination on India-
China Border Affairs 
(WMCC) talks between 
India and China here on 
November 17, of icials 

said the meeting 
reviewed the situation in 
all sectors of India- China 
border and exchanged 
views on enhancing 
Con idence Building 
Measures (CBMS) and 
military contacts.

It was the irst meet-
ing after the Doklam 
standoff.

Asked whether the 
two sides made prog-
ress to establish hotlines 
between the two mili-
taries to avert crisis like 
Doklam, Wu said both 

sides are in touch on this 
issue.

He, however, clari ied 
that the hotline can’t be 
between the two military 
headquarters as China 
no longer has a military 
central of ice after the re-
cent reforms.

At the WMCC meet-
ing, the two sides dis-
cussed maintaining 
peace and stability and 
border exchanges, Wu 
said, adding that both 
sides will keep in contact 
with each other.

China hints at maintaining sizable troops’
presence near Doklam in winter

Hope Prez 
visit brings 
state’s issues 
to the fore: 
Mizoram Guv
A , N  30 (PTI): 
Mizoram Governor Lt 
Gen (Retd) Nirbhay Shar-
ma expressed optimism 
that President Ram Nath 
Kovind’s visit to the state 
would bring several is-
sues concerning it to the 
forefront.

He said Mizoram oc-
cupied a strategic place 
in the Act East Policy, but 
while it achieved admi-
rably in various human 
development indices and 
social indicators such as 
literacy rate and sex ra-
tio, infrastructural de icit 
was acute.

“The way ahead is 
to enhance connectivi-
ty in all its dimensions 
- i-ways (information 
ways), highways, air-
ways, railways and wa-
terways; ‘panch tatva’ as 
our Hon’ble Prime Minis-
ter (Narendra Modi) has 
called it in the context of 
the North East,” he said.

Kovind today be-
came only the second 
president to address the 
Mizoram Assembly, after 
A P J Abdul Kalam.

In a special session 
of the Assembly earlier 
in the day, Kovind hailed 
Mizoram as “special”, 
and said it is the focus of 
the Act East Policy that 
aims at providing access 
to new markets for the 
state.

I , N  30 (PTI): A dep-
uty commissioner in Manipur 
has urged Reliance Jio Infocomm 
chairman Mukesh Ambani to set 
up more mobile towers in inacces-
sible and hilly areas of Tamenglong 
district to help improve communi-
cation facilities.

The letter to Ambani was writ-
ten by Armstrong Pame, Deputy 
Commissioner of Tamenglong, 
who was instrumental in building 
a 100 km motorable road without 
government help ive years ago 
when he was the Sub-Divisional 
Magistrate of Tousem.

It would be a dream come true 
for the people if he (Ambani) could 
intervene in setting up more mo-
bile towers and provide Internet 
service in the district, Pame had 
written to the Reliance Jio chief 
early this month.

Now people have to walk for 
a day or two to reach the district 
headquarters from remote areas 
to submit applications to the DC’s 

of ice, said Pame, an IAS of icer of 
2009 batch.

Setting up of the mobile towers 
would improve communication 
facilities in the hill district and en-
able people to submit applications 
online, he said adding that Ambani 
has acknowledged the letter.

Pame told PTI that he had 
also received calls from Guwaha-
ti and Mumbai offices of Reliance 
Jio saying “a team will be deput-
ed to the least undeveloped ar-
eas of the district by the end of 
this year to study technical re-
quirements for establishment of 
mobile towers.”

Pame had earned the sobriquet 
of “Miracle Man” after he helped lo-
cal people construct a 100-km long 
road between Tousem and Tamen-
glong in less than a year without 
government assistance in the hill 
district when he was the Sub-Divi-
sional Magistrate of Tousem.

The construction of the road 
became possible after he raised 
Rs 40 lakh with the help of social 
media. Donations also came from 
various individuals. Pame himself 
had contributed Rs 5 lakh while 
his brother donated Rs 1 lakh.

The construction of the road 
started in 2012 and was complet-
ed in 2013.

Manipur DC urges Ambani to set
up mobile towers in hilly areas

K , N  30 (PTI): Satyajit 
Ray’s famous science- iction char-
acter Professor Shonku will now 
be adopted for big screen with 
Dhritiman Chatterjee essaying the 
role of the world famous ictional 
scientist visiting Brazil on some 
expedition.

Ray’s son Sandip, who has al-
ready made a number of popular 
ilms on the versatile writer-di-

rector-illustrator father’s ictional 
sleuth Feluda, told a press meet 
here last evening, “We will take 
up ‘Nakur Babu O El Dorado’ one 
of the most gripping tales of Pro-
fessor Shonku series as the irst 
ilm which will be titled ‘Professor 

Shonku o El Dorado’.
“It will de initely be a ilm in 

science iction genre having both 
Bengali and English dialogues 
depending on the nationality of 
characters and the places of occur-
rence as the shoots will take place 
in Kolkata and elsewhere in India 
and also in Brazil.

“Also Professor Shonku, an in-
ternationally recognised scientist, 
will certainly converse in English 
or other languages like Portuguese 
with his friends abroad and not in 
Bengali or Hindi,” Sandip Ray com-
mented.

“We will ensure every detail is 
kept, including the way Professor 
Shonku’s house is etched out in the 

ictional work of father,” he said 
adding there will be lots of special 
effects.

“Apart from Shonku and his 
private assistant Prahlad, there are 
many other characters of British, 
German, Brazilian nationalities in 
the work. We have to think what 
will be their language. We know 
the Brazilian ilm industry is big 
and would take actors from there 
when we visit the country,” he said.

The ilm will have lots of spe-
cial effect but how the story will 
be told, ether in irst person by 
Shonku’s assistant Prahlad or in 
simple narrative form will be re-
vealed later, he said to a question 
adding if the shooting in India and 
Brazil was over by July-August 
2018, they were aiming for a De-
cember release in 2018.

Actor Dhritiman Chatterjee 
said, “Shonku is a character meant 
for an international audience, the 

audience who are based in Kolkata 
and also spread elsewhere in the 
world. We are certainly trying to 
give a global lavour to the ilm and 
its characters.”

Asked about the reason behind 
casting Dhritiman as Shonku, San-
dip said, “He its in well from every 
point of view. Shonku is not much 
tall, and we must remember an ac-
tor essaying Shonku has to be lu-
ent in English.”

Sandip, who had kept the theme 
music in Feluda by retaining the 
signature tunes while reworking 
in contemporary mould, said “We 
are planning a track which will gel 
with the literary work.”

Srikant Mohta of SVF said, “It 
is a great moment for SVF. A great 
moment for Bengali audience 
which waits for long to see a ilm 
like Professor Shonku. It is like 
ful illing a childhood dream to see 
Shonku’s story in ilm.”

Now Satyajit Ray’s Prof Shonku 
to be adopted for ilm

to book 
advertisements in 
SummitTimes, call

03592-208698
9734152541

G  (WB), N  30 
(PTI): West Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamata Baner-
jee today accused the BJP 
of trying to destabilise 
the state administration 
and asked people to be 
alert against provocation 
that might foment com-
munal problem in the 
state.

Addressing a gather-
ing after her brief meet-
ing with the South 24 Par-
ganas district administra-
tion here, Banerjee also 
asked police of icials to 
remain alert on the issue.

“I must tell you re-
peatedly to keep a close 
vigil in your locality, 
specially on any outsid-
er or stranger. If you see 
anything odd, draw the 
attention of the police 
immediately,” Banerjee 
said.

The Trinamool Con-
gress supremo cautioned 
people not to fall into any 
trap of provocation or 
false campaign that might 
invite bitterness and en-
mity among people.

Attacking the BJP, she 

said, “There is a govern-
ment at the Centre that is 
more busy in giving lec-
tures than doing works 
to bene it the people.”

“The BJP is also in the 
habit of engineering riots 
or a similar situation in 
a peaceful state where 
the party does not have 
base,” Banerjee alleged.

The chief minister 
also criticised the 
erstwhile Left Front 
Government for allegedly 
leaving the state debt-
trapped.

Announcing a num-
ber of development pro-
grammes for the Sund-
arbans, she said a new 
district would soon be 
created bifurcating the 
existing South 24-Parga-
nas district.

Elaborating vari-
ous development pro-
grammes undertaken by 
her government in the 
state, Banerjee said, “Our 
government has not done 
anything which might 
hurt people belonging to 
any particular religion, 
caste or creed.”

Mamata asks people 
to remain alert against 

BJP’s ‘evil design’
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N  D , N  29 (PTI): As a child, 
storyteller Sudha Murty had several ques-
tions in her mind about the tales related 
to epics and now she has come out with a 
book retelling stories of mythology in her 
unique style and satisfying her curiosity in 
a way.

“The Man from the Egg: Unusual Tales 
about the Trinity” answers many of these 
questions like why do snakes have a forked 
tongue? Do gods cheat? Or why does Shiva 
sport a crescent moon on his head?

“During my younger days, we didn’t 
have digital media or electronic gadgets 
the way we do now. So the best part of my 
day was the one I spent either in listening 
to stories from my elders or reading them,” 

Murty says.
“These stories were often based on our 

epics and hence, did not always follow the 
logic of real life. So I perpetually had ques-
tions on the whys and hows about the stories 
sequence of events. However, no one could 
completely satisfy my curiosity or withstand 
my endless questioning,” she adds.

This curiosity followed her into adult-
hood and culminated in this book, pub-
lished by Puf in, for her young readers.

“The gods that form the Trinity are 
both unrelated and related in our epics. 
They and their vehicles fascinated me 
in initely. My hope is that this book an-
swers at least some of the same innocent 
questions that I also wondered about as a 

child,” Murty says.
“The Man from the Egg: Unusual Tales 

about the Trinity” is the second book of 
Murty’s mythology series and features 
some of the unheard of stories about Hin-
duism s trinity. The irst book in the series 
was “The Serpents Revenge: Unusual Tales 
from the Mahabharata”.

In Hinduism, the trinity of Brahma, 
Shiva and Vishnu is the omnipresent trio 
responsible for the survival of the human 
race and the world.

According to the publisher, each story 
in the book seeks to take the reader back 
to a magical time when people could tele-
port, animals could ly and reincarnation 
was simply a fact of life.

Sudha Murty weaves tales of the Hindu trinity for kids

H , N  30 (PTI): 
The Hyderabad Metro Rail has 
received an overwhelming re-
sponse with over two lakh pas-
sengers travelling on the open-
ing day of its commercial oper-
ations.

“On day one of the metro 
service, over two lakh passen-
gers travelled...it was a record. It 
(turnout) was much beyond our 
expectation,” Hyderabad Metro 
Rail Ltd (HMRL) Managing Di-
rector N V S Reddy told PTI to-
day.

Hyderabad Metro Rail Proj-
ect, touted as the world’s largest 
public-private partnership of 
its kind, commenced its com-
mercial operations yesterday 
between Miyapur and Nagole, a 
total distance of around 30 kms, 
covering 24 stations.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi inaugurated the irst phase 
of the 72-km long elevated met-
ro project at Miyapur station on 
Tuesday.

According to Reddy, about 
80 per cent passengers trav-
elled for their work purpose, 
while the remaining ones were 
joy-riders.

“Our expectation is that 
1.5 lakh passengers will travel 
by the metro everyday after a 
month,” Reddy said.

HMRL is establishing feeder 
services, including buses from 
the metro stations, where it is 
also developing parking areas, 
he said.

The metro train services are 
operational from 6 am to 10 pm.

L&T Metro Rail (Hyderabad) 
Ltd, the concessionaire develop-
ing the 72-km elevated metro 
project, has ixed a minimum of 
Rs 10 for a distance of up to two 
kilometres and the maximum 
fare is Rs 60 for a distance of 
more than 26 kms.

Telangana Municipal Admin-
istration and Urban Develop-
ment Minister K T Rama Rao has 
called upon the authorities to 

take precautionary measures to 
manage the crowd.

In a series of tweets, Rao 
said, “Delighted that Hyderaba-
dis have welcomed Hyderabad 
Metro in a big way. More than 
2 lakh people took the train on 
day 1.”

“I am told while day 1 of Hyd 
Metro broke all records, on day 
2 also we are noticing a surge. 
Appeal to fellow Hyderabadis to 
be considerate to kids, elderly & 
other passengers. It’s our metro, 

our pride,” he said.
Rao requested the Hyder-

abad Police, HMRL and L&T 
Metro Rail (Hyderabad) Ltd to 
stay on high alert to manage the 
crowd.

HMRL said that 546 security 
personnel from private security 
service agencies are manning 
the Metro stations on the Mi-
yapur-Nagole stretch, and they 
are working under three po-
lice of icials per station in each 
shift.

Over 2 lakh passengers travel by
Hyderabad metro rail on day 1

B , N  
30 (PTI): An Asian 
powerhouse for a while 
now, India will aim to 
make a mark at the 
global stage when they 
host the creme de la 
creme of international 
hockey for the third and 
inal edition of the World 

League Final, starting 
here tomorrow.

India will open their 
campaign in the elite 
HWL Final against world 
champions and title 
holders Australia in Pool 
B tomorrow.

Barring a few occa-
sional losses, India have 
been ruling the roost in 
the continent, the most 
recent among the tri-
umphs being the Asia 
Cup crown in Dhaka ear-
lier this year.

But once a giant of the 
game with as many eight 
Olympic gold medals, In-
dia would be striving to 
ensure that they are seen 
as more than a regional 
bigwig.

Against world no. 2 
Australia, India have had 
limited success in recent 
times. India have lost 
to the Kookaburras in 
the Champions Trophy, 
Azlan Shah and Com-
monwealth Games in the 
last few years.

And it would be a 
Herculean task to up-
stage the mighty Austra-
lians in the opening game 
of the eight-nation tour-
nament featuring all the 
top teams of the world.

The HWL final, in 
fact, will be the first 
real test for India’s new 
chief coach Sjoerd Mar-
ijne, who took over just 
two months ago from 
the legendary Roelant 
Oltmans.

Marijne might have 
tasted success in his irst 
assignment -- the Asia 
Cup -- but the HWL Final 

will be a completely dif-
ferent ballgame for him.

The Indian selectors, 
while sacking Oltmans, 
made it clear that success 
at Asia level won’t be a 
benchmark and demand-
ed results at the world 
stage.

Since taking charge, 
Marijne hasn’t made any 
major change to the play-
ing style or strategy of 
the team.

Instead, the only 
new thing or idea he has 
brought into the side is 
letting the players de-
cide the style of hockey 
they want to play. He has 
focussed on backroom 
preparation, a method 
which has put more re-
sponsibility on the shoul-
ders of the players.

Marijne’s style of 
working seems to be de-
livering at least going by 
the results of the Asia Cup, 
a title which India won af-
ter 10 years, beating Ma-
laysia 2-1 in the inal.

With a series of big 
events lined up for next 
year -- the Asian Games, 
Commonwealth Games 
and World Cup --, Mar-
ijne would be looking 
at the HWL Final as an 
opportunity to test the 
strengths and weakness-
es of the side.

This would be the 
hosts’ chance to better 
their bronze medal inish 
at the last edition of the 
tournament in 2015 at 
Raipur.

The Indians will ield 
a mix of youth and ex-

perience to be led by 
the dynamic Manpreet 
Singh, who has taken 
Sardar Singh’s place in 
the mid ield.

In Harmanpreet 
Singh, Sumit, Dipsan Tir-
key, Gurjant Singh and 
Varun Kumar, India have 
some bright youngsters 
who excelled at the big 
stage in the Junior World 
Cup last year.

For the experienced 
duo of Rupinder Pal Singh 
and Birendra Lakra, the 
event is an opportunity 
to return to the national 
team after being sidelined 
by injuries for a consider-
able amount of time.

Amit Rohidas is an-
other player who will be 
making a comeback, rid-
ing on his fantastic out-
ing in the 2017 Hockey 
India League.

Meanwhile, Australia 
will also be under a new 
coach in Colin Batch, who 
did a splendid job with 
New Zealand in the last 
few years.

The Australians, 
known for their aggres-
sive style, will mean 
business from the word 
go and would like to add 
another feather to their 
glorious hockey histo-
ry by defending the title 
here.

The HWL Final will be 
Australia’s last tourna-
ment in 2017, ahead of a 
big year when the Kook-
aburras will compete 
in the Commonwealth 
Games at home and the 
World Cup.

N  D , N  30 (PTI): In-
dia captain Virat Kohli and his 
predecessor M S Dhoni’s de-
mand for a pay hike for the team 
was today accepted by the Com-
mittee of Administrators, which 
also took their inputs on the is-
sue of cramped scheduling.

Kohli and Dhoni, along with 
national coach Ravi Shastri, met 
COA chief Vinod Rai, Diana Edul-
ji and BCCI CEO Rahul Johri here.

“We had extensive discus-
sions with players on issues that 
pertain to them directly, which 
means the number of match-
es they have to play, the Fu-
ture Tours Program (FTP) and 
compensation package etc,” Rai 
told reporters after the meet-
ing which lasted more than two 
hours.

“All the inputs they have to 
give us were taken and we are 

going to factor those in. The FTP, 
we bounced it off them.

Presentations have been 
made and they are in agreement 
with the FTP so that they get 
enough rest. Number of days, I 
can’t tell you as we have not yet 
worked it out,” Rai said.

As per the current pay struc-
ture, contracted Grade A players 

are paid Rs two crore annually, 
Grade B players are in the Rs one 
crore bracket, followed by Grade 
C at Rs 50 lakh per year.

The per Test match fee for 
the first XI players stands at Rs 
15 lakh, while they are paid Rs 
six lakh and Rs three lakh per 
ODI and Twenty20 respective-
ly. The players outside first XI 

but in the squad are paid half 
these amounts. Former coach 
Anil Kumble, during a presen-
tation to the COA, had demand-
ed Rs five crore for the Grade 
A players.

The modalities of the new 
pay structure are, however, not 
yet known.

“This was a path-breaking 
initiative, we feel we’ve found a 
common ground and aligned our 
thoughts for the betterment of 
the game be it the policies under 
which the player remuneration 
and FTP will be worked upon,” 
Rai stated.

It has also been reliably learnt 
that the Indian team, which is 
scheduled to play a full series in 
England between July and Sep-
tember next year, will travel there 
two weeks in advance to get accli-
matised with the conditions.

Kohli, COA fi nd “common ground” on pay hike, FTP

After Asia, India eye success at
world stage in HWL Final

Mirabai wins historic gold in Weightlifting World C’ships
N  D , N  30 
(PTI): Saikhom Mira-
bai Chanu today became 
the irst Indian in over 
two decades to claim a 
gold medal at the World 
Weightlifting Champion-
ship in Anaheim, USA, ex-
orcising the ghosts of her 
forgettable outing at the 
Rio Olympics.

Chanu, who is em-
ployed with the Indian 
Railways, lifted 85kg 
in snatch and 109kg in 
clean and jerk to total 
an impressive 194kg in 
the women’s 48kg, in the 

process setting a new na-
tional record.

“What I have 
achieved today would 
not have been possible 
without the guidance of 
my coach Vijay Sharma. 
Me and my coach left no 
stone unturned in our 
quest to taste success at 
the top level,” said Chanu, 
the 2014 Commonwealth 
Games silver medallist.

“It was disappointing 
I could not win a medal 
in Rio Olympics. I made 
mistakes (in Rio) and I 
am still sad about that. 

This medal has erased 
that sadness. I will work 
on my weaknesses and 
try to win medals in CWG 
and Asian Games next 
year and Tokyo Olym-
pics.”

Seeing the tricolour 
from the podium, tears 
of joy rolled down her 
cheeks, as the 23-year-
old Manipuri picked up a 
rare honour for an Indian 
at the marquee event.

“We have got a medal 
in weightlifting after 24 
years, it is great achieve-
ment. In fact, this is a 

bigger achievement than 
Olympics because World 
Championships is much 
more tougher with a big-
ger and stronger pool of 
players,” Indian Weight-
lifting Federation (IWF) 
Secretary General Sah-
dev Yadav told PTI from 
Anaheim.

“I would like to con-
gratulate both Mirabai as 
well as coach Vijay Shar-
ma for the huge feat. The 
coach trained her very 
well and he deserves a lot 
of credit for her success,” 
he added. Chanu, with 
her lift of 85kg, came sec-
ond in snatch but bagged 
the top positions each in 
clean & jerk and in over-
all total to inish with the 
yellow metal in a ield of 
20 lifters.

Thailand’s Suk-
charoen Thunya won the 
silver medal with a total 
lift of 193, while Segu-

ra Ana Iris bagged the 
bronze with 182kg.

With a personal best 
of 192kg, Chanu entered 
into the competition as a 
strong medal contender 
and her quest for a gold 
medal was made easi-
er by the absence of Rio 
Olympics 48kg gold med-
allist Sopita Tanasan of 
Thailand, who shifted to 
53kg in this champion-
ship and China could not 
ield any lifter due to a 

one-year ban for doping.
Chanu had inished 

ninth in the 2015 World 
Championships while 
she ended 11th in the 
2014 edition.

In September, Cha-
nu had booked a berth 
for next year’s Com-
monwealth Games af-
ter winning gold at the 
Commonwealth Senior 
Weightlifting Champion-
ships held in Australia. 

She had broken Com-
monwealth record in 
snatch event with a lift of 
85kg, bettering her own 
record by a kilogramme.

Olympic bronze med-
allist Karnam Mallesh-
wari had won the top 
prize in the World Cham-
pionships twice -- in 
1994 and 1995. Kunja-
rani Devi had also won 
several medals -- mostly 
silver but never a gold 
-- in the World Champi-
onships between 1989 to 
1999.

Chanu’s outing in 
the USA was very differ-
ent from the way things 
panned out in Rio last 
year when she put up a 
disappointing perfor-
mance as she could not 
get an overall total in 
women’s 48kg after fail-
ing to lift the weight in 
any of her three attempts 
in clean & jerk section.



7SummitTIMES | 01 December 2017ElseWhere

NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR EAGLE EVENING

Draw Time : 8:00 pm onward
Draw No:18 DrawDate on:29/11/17
1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 74H 29967
     (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.9496/- 29967 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
08725 19170 19451 26006 60984
63390 69442 72266 81553 95060
3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0114 0758 2791 2858 5069 6000 6617 7501 7814 8803
4th Prize Rs.250/- 0370 0856 1952 4711 5179 5493 5599 6702 7039 7423
5th Prize Rs.120/-
0060 0183 0241 0411 0498 0651 0680 0743 0787 0793
0809 1060 1075 1090 1289 1298 1385 1808 1875 1979
2046 2054 2187 2205 2213 2331 2344 2406 2462 2501
2519 2606 2701 2761 2884 2972 3230 3368 3489 3655
3657 3676 3687 3931 3940 4004 4066 4134 4264 4285
4340 4356 4406 4416 4521 4554 4835 5014 5139 5163
5430 5487 5583 5687 5777 5935 6060 6346 6532 6580
6849 6865 6905 6916 6998 7362 7590 7636 7745 7782
7861 7997 8000 8223 8336 8460 8903 8906 9022 9056
9091 9108 9114 9375 9382 9411 9449 9565 9737 9753
Issued by:
The Director,Nagaland State Lotteries,Kohima,Nagaland
For Result,Please Visit : www.nagalandlotteries.com
KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE

~ SummitTIMES ~
CLASSIFIEDS

WINTER CRASH COURSE     
X & XII CBSE / ISC/ ICSE - 2017-18 

Try & continue, highly experienced faculties

UDISHA

DEAR WORTHY MORNING DEAR KIND
Draw No:13 DrawDate on:30/11/17 Draw No:18 DrawDate on:30/11/17

1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 81G 30873 1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 89H 08219
    (Including Super Prize Amt)    (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.9497/- 30873 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9497/- 08219 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
12892 13757 40329 52887 56823 01052 15069 18304 24217 43238
78772 79790 82134 82706 87766 52715 76239 90612 93181 98385
3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0869 0987 1530 3907 4825 5311 5420 8882 9407 9764 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 1101 4516 4731 5170 5194 5327 5375 5547 6154 9389
4th Prize Rs.250/- 0931 1911 3592 3802 4308 5297 5984 6807 7832 8584 4th Prize Rs.250/- 0199 0296 0833 1261 1971 3464 5248 9003 9079 9748
5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/-
0012 0056 0152 0195 0558 0600 0625 0975 0985 1012 0130 0217 0227 0347 0516 0649 0849 1178 1195 1283
1256 1269 1297 1321 1503 1519 1740 1755 1794 1797 1297 1305 1334 1367 1472 1504 1543 1653 1721 1898
1977 2133 2182 2320 2328 2346 2388 2478 2742 2795 2033 2127 2160 2226 2267 2362 2488 2511 2566 2588
2937 3027 3090 3126 3217 3405 3690 3717 4033 4102 2618 2636 2719 3047 3208 3297 3447 3495 3568 3579
4110 4270 4369 4478 4626 4714 4746 4754 4756 4784 3662 3889 3971 4127 4176 4341 4406 4496 4504 4520
4809 4903 4924 4998 5066 5076 5143 5157 5412 5672 4794 4817 4983 4997 5011 5108 5206 5597 5711 5748
5729 5893 5914 6110 6111 6385 6645 6673 6706 6750 5767 5810 6053 6319 6366 6428 6676 6700 6889 6983
6939 6981 7119 7258 7330 7381 7444 7495 7546 7555 7111 7123 7283 7472 7627 7649 7836 7859 7862 7921
7644 7812 8078 8095 8207 8317 8391 8444 8467 8704 7941 7971 8222 8329 8362 8495 8525 8721 8814 8863
8742 9309 9373 9526 9584 9636 9702 9825 9910 9956 9053 9066 9095 9185 9254 9392 9552 9704 9760 9783

Issued by:
The Director, Sikkim State Lotteries, Deorali-737102, Gangtok, Sikkim.
Please Visit: www.sikkimlotteries.com

KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE

SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES
CAR FOR 
SALE: A Ren-
ualt Kwid 1L 
(2016 Dec 
model) in ex-
cellent condi-
 on if for sale. 

First owner, 
rarely driver – 
2800 km and 
all equipments 
and docu-
ments upto 
date.  Price 
nego  able. 
Interested par-
 es contact: 

9933427505.

ANISUR RAHMAN 
D , N  30 (PTI): Pope 
Francis today arrived in Ban-
gladesh on a historic visit to the 
Muslim-majority country during 
which the raging issue of Ro-
hingya refugees from Myanmar 
is likely to igure prominently.

A red carpet welcome was 
accorded to the 80-year-old 
pontiff who arrived here on a 
special plane for a three-day 
visit after wrapping up his 
Myanmar tour during which 
he sent out a message that 
justice and human rights are 
the foundation of peace, in an 
apparent reference to the Ro-
hingya crisis.

President Abdul Hamid re-
ceived the pope at Dhaka’s Hazrat 
Shahjalal International Airport.

A contingent of Bangladesh’s 
armed forces gave him a guard 
of honour.

His programmes include a 
visit to the National Memorial 
for Liberation War martyrs and 
Bangabandhu Memorial Muse-
um apart from joining a civic 
reception at Bangabhaban pres-
idential palace.

Security has been stepped 
up for the pope.

It is the second leg of pope’s 
tour to the region amid the 
heightened Rohingya crisis.

The pope strongly con-
demned the “persecution of our 
Rohingya brothers”, denounced 
their suffering because of their 
faith and called for them to re-
ceive “full rights”.

However, during the Myan-
mar visit, he preferred not to 
use the word “Rohingya” in pub-
lic, drawing criticism.

The Vatican, however, de-
fended his silence, saying the 
pope wants to “build bridges” 
with the predominantly Bud-
dhist nation.

About 620,000 Rohingya 
Muslims have led Myanmar’s 
Rakhine State to Bangladesh 
since August to avoid military 
crackdown at their home.

This is the second visit to 
Bangladesh by a pope. Pope 
John Paul II visited the country 

in 1986.
Rohingyas, who have faced 

persecution and discrimina-
tion in Myanmar for decades, 
are denied citizenship. Though 
they lived there for genera-
tions, the situation worsened 
in August when the army began 
what it called clearance opera-
tions in the northern Rakhine 
state following attacks on se-
curity positions by Rohingya 
militants.

Pope Francis arrives in Bangladesh
amid heavy security

U  N , N  30 
(PTI): The US today warned 
Kim Jong-Un’s regime that 
North Korea would be “utterly 
destroyed” if a standoff over its 
missile tests leads to a war and 
asked all countries to sever 
economic and diplomatic ties 
with Pyongyang to punish it 
for its “acts of aggression”.

Speaking at an emergen-
cy meeting of the UN Security 
Council to discuss North Ko-
rea’s latest missile launch, US 
ambassador to the world body 
Nikki Haley said Pyongyang 
had brought the world closer 
to war with its latest test of 
a ballistic missile capable of 
striking the US mainland, its 
most advanced yet.

The missile was launched 
from Sain Ni, North Korea on 
Tuesday, and travelled about 
1,000 km before splashing 
down in the Sea of Japan, with-
in Japan’s Economic Exclusion 
Zone.

“If war does come, it will be 
because of continued acts of 
aggression like we witnessed 
yesterday. And if war comes, 
make no mistake, the North 
Korean regime will be utterly 
destroyed,” Haley said.

“The dictator of North Ko-
rea made a choice yesterday 
that brings the world closer 
to war, not farther from it. We 
have never sought war with 
North Korea, and still today we 

do not seek it,” she said.
The US along with Japan 

and South Korea had called for 
an emergency meeting of the 
Security Council after North 
Korea’s missile launch.

US President Donald 
Trump yesterday spoke by 
telephone with Chinese Pres-
ident Xi Jinping, whose coun-
try is an economic lifeline for 
North Korea, and asked him to 
put more pressure on Pyong-
yang. Trump also asked Xi to 
cut off China’s crude oil sup-
plies to North Korea.

In a tweet after the call, 
Trump said more punitive sanc-
tions were around the corner.

“As successful as we have 
been in levelling multilateral 
sanctions against it, the North 
Korean regime continues to test 
new and more powerful mis-
siles. And as it does, it continues 
its march toward a functional 
nuclear arsenal,” Haley said.

She said the development 
of North Korea’s missile sys-
tems demanded that countries 
further isolate the regime of 
Kim Jong Un.

“So today, we call on all 
nations to cut off all ties with 
North Korea. In addition to fully 
implementing all UN sanctions, 
all countries should sever dip-
lomatic relations with North 

Korea and limit military, scien-
ti ic, technical, or commercial 
cooperation. They must also 
cut off trade with the regime 
by stopping all imports and ex-
ports and expel all North Kore-
an workers,” she demanded.

The White House said 
North Korea posed a “grave 
threat” to the world.

“The North Korean threat is 
very grave. It’s not just a threat 
to the United States or a threat 
to the region -- or the Korean 
Peninsula region, but a threat 
to the entire world and the ci-
vilised world,” White House 
Principal Deputy Press Secre-
tary Raj Shah told reporters.

“We’re encouraged that 
more countries are taking 
more signi icant steps to help 
apply as much pressure as we 
can on North Korea,” Shah said 
in response to a question.

He, however, parried ques-
tions on Trump’s tweet about 
more sanctions against North 
Korea.

The British Ambassador to 
the UN, Matthew Rycroft, said 
that the latest missile launch 
follows 19 previous launches 
this year, and North Korea’s 
sixth nuclear test in September.

“The latest violation 
demonstrates, once more, 
North Korea s disregard for 
our collective security and the 
international obligations, that 
all of us, as law-abiding states, 
take upon ourselves,” he said.

The latest North Korean 
missile launch is a dangerous 
provocation, he said.

“It demonstrates that all of 
our Security Council interests are 
at stake, and this is not just an is-
sue for one region of the world. 
This affects the whole world 
now. So the whole world needs to 
come together in response,” said 
the British Ambassador.

Presiding over the meeting, 
the Italian Ambassador Sebas-
tiano Cardi, who is the Secu-
rity Council President for the 
month of November, strongly 
condemned the North Korean 
missile test.

US threatens to ‘destroy’ N Korea
regime after missile test

LONDON, NOV 30 PTI :
“LIPSTICK UNDER MY BURKHA”, 
which explores women’s sexuality, has 
bagged a top prize at the tve Global Sus-
tainability Film Awards here.

The Founder’s Award for Sustain-
ability on the Big Screen was intro-
duced this year and sponsored by 
philanthropist Surina Narula.

Judges for the Founder’s Award for 
Sustainability on the Big Screen were 
Richard Creasey, managing director of 
BFC Media Ltd, owner of Moscow’s irst 
IMAX theatre; Denise Parkinson, en-
tertainment director, global and UK for 
the Telegraph Media Group, and Surina 
Narula.

The panel was chaired by award-win-
ning cinematographer, director and 

screenwriter Steven Bernstein.
“Lipstick Under My Burkha” is pro-

duced by Prakash Jha and directed by 
Alankrita Shrivastava and stars Konko-
na SenSharma and Ratna Pathak Shah 
among others.

Actor Gabriella Wright, also a ilm 
producer and philanthropist working 
for women’s rights, received the award 
from Narula, on behalf of the ilmmak-
ers. She said she felt an emotional bond 
with the ilm as the issue was very close 
to her heart.

The tve Global Sustainability Film 
Awards, launched in 2012, are an annu-
al ilm competition for companies and 
institutions, recognising those whose 
ilms most powerfully portray solu-

tions for sustainability.

‘Lipstick Under My Burkha’
wins award in London

N  Y , N  30 
(PTI): Preet Didbal has 
been elected as the mayor 
of Yuba city in California, 
becoming the irst Sikh 
woman to hold the posi-
tion in the United States.

Dibal was appoint-
ed by the California city 
council and will be sworn 
in on December 5, KCRA-
TV, an NBC-af iliated tele-
vision station, reported.

There are other 
Sikh mayors across the 
country -- Ravi Bhalla 
was elected earlier this 
month as mayor in Hobo-
ken, New Jersey.

However, Didbal is the 
irst Sikh woman to be 

elected as mayor in the 
country, the report said.

Didbal was elected to 
Yuba City Council in 2014 
and is currently vice 
mayor. She is the irst in 
her family to graduate 
from college.

“Seeing someone that 
looks like you, that comes 
from the same faith as 
you, to be elected in a pub-
lic of ice in this country 
is inspiring and exciting. 
And it’s de initely mov-
ing,” Jaydeep Singh with 
the Sikh Coalition said.

First Sikh woman elected
as mayor in the US
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JINGLE BALL BUDDIES: Liam Payne and Charlie Puth got 
silly backstage at 106.1 KISS FM’s Jingle Ball at Ameri-
can Airlines Center in Dallas, Texas.
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L O C K H O R N S  - HOEST & REINER

ARIES: You may be feeling way 
too serious at the moment. Wheth-
er you know it or not, you’re in 
dire need of cheering up. If some-
one invites you to a comedy club, 
go. It may take you a while to get 
into it, but you’ll end the evening 
laughing. It will be the best night 
of your month. If you can, stop 
second-guessing yourself.  
TAURUS: New winds will begin 
to blow away the black clouds 
that have been hovering over you 
lately. What more could you want? 
Today will seem like a walk in the 
park compared to days past! You’ll 
breathe better and come home 
feeling rested. Try to interact more 

with the people around you. They 
will appreciate it if you express 
genuine interest in their opinions.
GEMINI: Drop the conclusions 
you’ve reached concerning your 
work at the moment. Like it or not, 
life is going to throw you a curve-
ball. Normally, you wouldn’t con-
sider the sorts of propositions that 
people will make to you now. The 
ideas may seem crazy and out of 
line with who you are. They may 
be crazy, yes, but they aren’t out 
of the question!  
CANCER: It looks like you’re 
making headway again. Now that 
you’re planning for the future, 
you could enroll in an educational 

program or take a trip. Don’t be 
so dazzled by today’s bright out-
look that you forget the business 
at hand. Accept this day for what it 
is - a brief respite amid the chaos. 
Tomorrow you’ll return to your 
work refreshed.  
LEO: You can look forward to a 
bright day. What a relief it will be 
after the tension of the past several 
days. This would be a good time to 
confi de in a close friend. It will help 
relieve some of the pressure you’ve 
been feeling inside. Be careful not 
to relax completely. If you do, you 
may not be able to get out of bed!
VIRGO: It’s a relief when the 
hostilities subside, isn’t it? It has 

seemed like people have repeat-
edly slammed doors in your face. 
But today a visit or encounter will 
unlock some mysteries for you. 
Will your problems fi nally be 
solved? If you’re committed to 
unEarthing your originality, you’ll 
be fulfi lled.  
LIBRA: There’s something blos-
soming inside you today. The 
heavy pressure of the past several 
days has ebbed, and you’re able 
to go about your business with a 
lighter heart. It would be a good 
idea to pay more attention to your 
body. Try to schedule more aero-
bic exercise and cut down on fats 
and sugars. Start some healthier 

habits.  
SCORPIO: The last several days 
have been a bit of an ordeal, so 
you could be surprised by the 
brightness of the day ahead. Al-
though you may not be trying 
to assert yourself any more than 
usual, you’ll receive compliments 
and congratulations from many 
sources. Baffl  ing, isn’t it? Take 
advantage of the joys ahead with-
out subjecting them to too much 
scrutiny.  
SAGITTARIUS: You’ll enjoy 
the gentleness and relaxation to-
day off ers. You’ll be more talk-
ative than usual. This interlude 
will give you an opportunity to 

refresh yourself by spending some 
quality time with family. You have 
strong intuition. Listen to it, as it 
will advise you wisely.  
CAPRICORN: This may be a 
laid-back day for you, but a pe-
riod of calm will do you a lot of 
good. You could lounge around 
in a park and let your imagina-
tion go. Today’s astral confi gu-
ration will make you dream and 
remember your childhood. Rather 
than stressing about all that isn’t 
getting done, why not go with the 
fl ow for a change?  
AQUARIUS: Today will be light-
hearted - and just in time, too. Life 
was getting serious there for a 

while. Smile and try to go outside 
your normal routine. What’s the 
point of working so hard if you 
only reward yourself by slumping 
in a chair at home? Go for a ride 
in the country for an hour or two 
instead. It would do you good.  
PISCES: It’s true that you aren’t 
ten anymore, but who’s to say you 
can’t go back to your childhood 
now and again? Without going 
so far as to play hopscotch in the 
street or instigate a food fi ght in 
your favorite restaurant, go see 
some friends for some laughs. 
You’ve been working hard for a 
long time now and deserve a bit of 
fun. Don’t hesitate.
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01ST  DECEMBER
1901: Both England and 
Russia have laid claim to 
parts of Afghanistan and 
have been in constant 
con lict over it. However, 
a new ruler in Afghanistan 
may bring stabi
1974: TWA Flight 514 
crashes into Mount 
Weather, Virginia while 
making it’s landing 
approach to Washington 
Dulles International airport 
killing all passengers and 
crew. 
1988: Benazir Bhutto 
the leader of the Pakistan 
Peoples Party (PPP) is 
chosen and sworn in the 
next day as Prime Minister 
of Pakistan of the new 
coalition government. 
1990: Construction 
workers drill through the 
inal wall of rock to join the 

two halves of the Channel 
Tunnel and link Britain to 
France. 
1997: Three students were 
victims of a shooting on 
this date, and they all died. 
Five others were severely 

injured during this outrage. 
This terrible crime took 
place at Heath High School 
in Paducah, Kentucky. 
1999: An international 
consortium of sequencing 
centers and collaborators 
from the chromosome 
22 genetics community 
released into the public 
domain the genetic code 
of the 33.5 million bps that 
comprise the euchromatic 
portion of human 
chromosome 22. 
2001: Two suicide bombers 
blew themselves up in 
back-to-back explosions 
at a downtown Jerusalem 
pedestrian mall, killing 11 
bystanders. 
2008: Barack Obama 
nominates Hillary Clinton 
to be his Secretary of State. 
He has described the former 
irst lady and opponent for 

the nomination as a woman 
of ‘tremendous stature.’ 
Also announced have been 
his nominations for the 
current Defense Secretary, 
Robert Gates to retain his 
position, retired General 
James Jones as a National 
Security Adviser, Eric 
Holder as Attorney-General 
and Arizona Governor Janet 
Napolitano as Secretary of 
Homeland Security.

It’s been a long time coming, but Mar-
vel has inally released the irst teas-

er trailer for its upcoming superhero 
team-up to end all superhero team-ups, 
Avengers: In inity War.

As the clip shows, In inity War is 
shaping up to be one of Marvel’s biggest 
movies ever, uniting the Avengers, the 
Guardians of the Galaxy, and almost ev-
ery other superhero Marvel has ever put 
on-screen in the 17 prior ilms over the 
last decade. All these heroes are band-
ing together to face off against Thanos, 
the big bad that Marvel has been teasing 
since the post-credits scene of the irst 
Avengers back in 2012.

Marvel irst showed off a teaser all 
the way back in July at parent company 
Disney’s D23 Expo, and again at San Di-
ego Comic-Con, but for the vast majority 
of fans who weren’t in the audiences at 
those events, the trailer marks the irst 
look at the ilm.

In inity War is set to be a major, 
game-changing ilm for Marvel — so big, 

in fact, that the story will spill over to 
a second, still-untitled Avengers movie 
set for release in 2019.

Along with the trailer, Marvel has 
also released the irst poster for the 
movie, which doesn’t do much but re-
mind viewers that yes, this is in fact an 
Avengers movie (although the design is 
a bit of a stylistic nod to the irst teas-
er posters for the original Avengers and 
Age of Ultron).

The trailer offers only teases rath-
er than actual clues. Makers have de-
scribed In inity War as a colossal sort 
of heist ilm, as Thanos gathers the “In-
inity Gems” he needs to conquer the 

universe. These glowing gewgaws have 
served some plot function in many a 
Marvel movie, but they’re more like met-
aphors for the disparate story strands 
that the makers and screenwriters have 
woven into the larger franchise. In In in-
ity War, fans will thrill at the sight of all 
the company’s big names meeting, from 
the space faring Guardians of the Galaxy 

to the teenaged Spider-Man (Tom Hol-
land), whose rights were acquired in a 
complex power-sharing agreement with 
Sony.

In releasing a ilm series (with 20-
plus titles) that generates consistent 
box-of ice returns, Marvel has pulled 
off something other studios could only 
dream of. Now it’s preparing to say 
goodbye to some of the biggest brand-
name actors. Robert Downey Jr. and 
Chris Evans, in particular, have grown 
prohibitively expensive even by Marvel 
standards, and both have signaled a de-
sire to retire from their roles. Though 
the move might sound risky for Marvel, 
it’s just further evidence of the studio’s 
con idence in its future plans. Avengers: 
In inity War will have lots of impres-
sive-looking ights between cosmic vil-
lains and muscle-bound heroes. But it’s 
what comes next—and what doesn’t—
that’ll be truly interesting.

Avengers: In inity War will be arriv-
ing in theaters on May 4th, 2018.

THE FIRST TRAILER FOR AVENGERS:
INFINITY WAR IS HERE

Snapchat users 
will be seeing 

some new chang-
es to the social 
media app in the 
coming days!

CEO Evan 
Spiegel ex-
plained on the 
Snap blog that 
the “new and 
i m p r o v e d 
Snapchat” aims to 
cater to the user 
and their personal 
friendships.

This means that 
users will no longer 
swipe to the right 
to view both Sto-
ries from friends 
and publishers or creators. 
The Snap blog explains, “The 
new Snapchat separates the 
social from the media. This 
means that the Chats and Sto-
ries from your friends are on 
the left side of Snapchat, and 
the Stories from publishers, 
creators, and the community 
are on the right.”

Snapchat added that they 
are making these updates 
to the app, because of the 
“strange side-effects (like 
fake news)” and because 
the addition of other media 
sources “made us feel like 
we have to perform for our 
friends rather than just ex-

press ourselves.” 
In addition to 

the Stories, your 
Friends page will 
also see some ren-
ovations with the 
new update. Now, 
your friends will be 
displayed “based on 
the way you commu-
nicate with them.”

The company as-
sures that there 
will be a “balance 
of human review 
and machine per-
sonalization,” to 
provide, “the best 
content experience 
on mobile.”

The creators 
at Team Snap hope that by 
making these improvements 
and “separating social from 
media” they will be able to 
address “many of the prob-
lems that plague the Internet 
today.” 

APP-DATE 

SNAPCHAT ANNOUNCES 
“NEW AND IMPROVED” 

UPDATE TO THE APP


