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SUDIPTA CHANDA
S , 01 A :

A week before the Gorkha 
Janmukti Morcha (GJM) 

deadline to the Centre on the 
separate state issue runs out, 
West Bengal chief minister 
Mamata Banerjee gave out 
the bottom line: ‘The Dar-
jeeling hills always were and 
would always be part of Ben-
gal,” Mamata reminded all and 
sundry from a public meeting 
at Chopra in Uttar Dinjapur 
district on Tuesday.

Mamata is not the irst CM 
and would not be the last ei-
ther to utter that line. At least 
two chief ministers before 
her in Jyoti Basu and Bud-

dhadeb Bhattacharjee had 
pronounced the same, but the 
separate state demand keeps 
coming back at intervals. 
Why?

At times the demand 
springs out of genuine griev-
ance and at times political 
parties dust it out of the closet 
to whip up public sentiment 
and remain a loat in the peo-
ple’s imagination. Either way, 
come it does every once in a 
while to take the region by 
storm and then fold up realiz-
ing the futility of it all.

The GJM has served the 
Centre August 8 as deadline 
to make its views clear on the 
ongoing Gorkhaland move-

ment failing which; the GJM 
would intensify the stir. The 
GJM’s threat triggers curiosity 
since it has already ired ev-
erything in its arsenal to draw 
the Centre’s attention without 
avail. How can it intensify the 
agitation any further?

And that evokes anxiety. 
Is the GJM indicating of an 
armed struggle, which it has 
avoided so far? State Intelli-
gence agencies have already 
alleged that Maoists of Nepal 
are involved in the Darjeeling 
con lagration. Mamata Ba-
nerjee has also alleged that 
terrorist out its of the North-
east and “foreign powers” 
were abetting the Darjeeling 

unrest.
The GJM leadership has 

laughed off such allegations 
as baseless, which brings us 
back to the question, if not an 
armed con lict, how else can 
the GJM intensify the stir?

Yes, the GJM and by ex-
tension the rest of the agi-
tating parties can continue 
with the hills bandh and 
they can try to roll down 
the movement to the plains. 
As far as the bandh is con-
cerned, the people probably 
are past caring after suffer-
ing the almost two-month 
long clampdown.

Sliding the movement 
downhill can only mean some 

short-lived disturbance as 
neither the plains residents 
nor the state government 
would allow the GJM brand of 
politics in the plains. So what 
else can the GJM do once its 
August 8 deadline expires?

And that brings us to the 
million-rupee question. Have 
back channels opened be-
tween the agitators and the 
Centre then? How else could 
the GJM serve a deadline to 
the Centre? After all it has ex-
hausted all its avenues other 
than an armed struggle.

Besides stating the state 
government’s position vis a 
vis the Darjeeling hills, Mama-
ta made another signi icant 

contribution from Chopra this 
day. Urging for sane heads to 
prevail, she also appealed to 
all political parties of the hills 
to collectively ind a solution 
out of this impasse.

Remember, the 
Gorkhaland Movement Coor-
dination Committee (GMCC), 
which was formed to give the 
movement direction is meet-
ing in Delhi on Tuesday.

Now combine all that 
with the GJM’s deadline, 
which might have come fol-
lowing some hint from the 
powers that be and a flicker 
of light seems discernable 
at the end of the long black 
tunnel.

“I will make an offer he cannot refuse,” Godfather

Governor
and CM extend 
greetings 
on Guru 
Rinpoche 
Thrunkar 
Tshechu
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 01 A :

Governor, Shriniwas 
Patil, and the First 

Lady, Rajanidevi Pa-
til, have extended their 
warm greetings to the 
people of Sikkim on the 
auspicious occasion of 
Guru Rinpoche Thrunkar 
Tshechu, a press commu-
niqué from the Governor 
informs. 

“Guru Rinpoche’s 
benign presence forms 
the integral part of Sik-
kimese culture and ethos 
and is worshipped by 
Sikkimese of all faiths,” 
reads the release. 

The Governor has 
asked the people of Sik-
kim to stand together in 
peace and harmony.  

 “On this pious day, let 
us pay homage to Guru 
Rinpoche and seek his 
eternal blessings as we 
strive to transform our 
society into a spiritual-
ly enlightened one,” the 
Governor has said. 

Similarly, Chief Min-
ister, Pawan Chamling 
and Tika Maya Chamling 
have also extended their 
warm greetings and best 
wishes to the people of 
Sikkim on the occasion of 
Guru Rinpoche Trungkar 
Tsechu, a press release 
informs. 

The Chief Minister has 
explained the origin and 
importance of the festival 
saying that the festival 
‘brings people together in 
peace and harmony’. 

N , 01 A  (IPR): 
South District Adminis-
tration under the guid-
ance of District Collector, 
Raj Yadav had initiated 
the District Integrated 
School Help by Adminis-
tration (DISHA) with an 
objective to ensure qual-
ity education in terms 
of better infrastructure, 
better degree of teaching 
particularly during board 
examinations. 

The administration 
has now decided to be-
gin ‘Best Student of the 
Month’ to encourage stu-
dents to perform better 
academically and in all 
extra-curricular activi-
ties. However, the stu-
dents will be selected 
from the eight schools 

adopted by DISHA. Also, 
the best students from 
Class X will be selected 
for the monthly award. 

The main objective 
of the programme is to 
motivate students to ex-
cel in their board exam-
inations. The selection 
of the best student will 
be based on their per-
formance in class tests 
which will be conducted 
by Headmasters every 
week.

South announces 
Best Student of the 

Month initiative

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 01 A : 

The High Court of Sikkim 
has directed the State 

government to come up with 
a concrete policy decision for 
digitization of Certi icates of 
Identi ication so that the ap-
prehension of falsi ication can 
be checked properly. 

In an order passed today, 
the division bench compris-
ing of Chief Justice SK Agni-
hotri and Justice BR Pradhan, 
directed: “The State Govern-
ment is granted further three 
weeks time to come up with 

the scheme for digitalization 
of identi ication of all the cit-
izens of Sikkim.”

In the meantime, the High 
Court has also “shelved” the 
proposal being considered 
by the State Government of 
printing CoIs on Security Pa-
per with more security fea-
tures like a hologram to make 
forgery dif icult. 

The court has also ob-
served that there should be 
a clear identi ication in digi-
talization to identify the de-
scendent of Sikkim Subject 
Certi icate holders having CoI, 

CoIs made from land records, 
issues related to 72,000 citi-
zenships issued in 1989 and 
people who have been resid-
ing in Sikkim after 1975 for 
speci ic purposes. 

The Court was hearing a 
Public Interest Litigation iled 
by Biraj Adhikari seeking the 
court’s directions for inves-
tigation of doubtful cases of 
31,181 falsi ied CoI in 2015. 

Today’s order of the High 
Court was in continuation of 
the “suggestion” made to the 
State Government during the 
last hearing “to come out with 

the scheme, which may facil-
itate enumeration of all the 
citizens of Sikkim”. 

In its response, the State 
Government had informed the 
Court that the Land Revenue 
Department, with the view to 
develop a “foolproof” system 
for issuance of Certi icates of 
Identi ication, was working on 
a number of security features 
and was also “open to consid-
er any suggestions put forth 
by or on behalf of the peti-
tioners to further strengthen 
the process and procedures 
for issuance of Certi icate of 

Identi ication (COI)”.
The Court today observed 

that if the State Government 
was allowed to proceed with 
its proposal to consider the 
mentioned security features, 
it may involve huge expenses 
and may not be bene icial to 
proposed scheme”. 

“Therefore, the proposed 
scheme for digitalized iden-
ti ication may not serve the 
purpose,” the Court observed 
today and directed that the 
same may be shelved till the 
next hearing. By then, the 
State would have come up 

with its “scheme for digitali-
zation of identi ication of all 
the citizens of Sikkim”.

The Court has also 
sought suggestions from the 
petitioner and Amicus Curie 
with more security features 
like those used by UID and 
Pancards.

“In the meantime, learned 
counsel  appearing  for  the 
petitioner as well as learned 
Amicus Curiae are at liberty to 
submit their suggestions, if so 
advised,” the order concludes. 
The PIL is slated to next be 
heard on 24 August 2017.

HC directs State to decide scheme for ‘digitalization
of identi ication’ of all citizens within 3 weeks

N  D , A  1 (PTI): 
The CBI has constituted a 
special team of ive of i-
cers headed by a Superin-
tendent of Police to exam-
ine cases of extra judicial 
killings in Manipur.

The move of the agen-
cy came on the orders of 
Supreme Court on July 14.

The apex court had 
directed the CBI to con-
stitute the team to exam-

ine records, ile neces-
sary FIRs and complete 
the investigation into the 
fake encounters by De-
cember 31.

Calling upon states 
to adhere to the NHRC 
guidelines, the bench 
had said “it is not as if 
the dignity of only living 
persons needs to be re-
spected, even the dignity 

CBI special team to
probe cases of extra judicial

killings in ManipurParl passes 
bill to allow 
RTE teachers 
time till 
2019 to 
acquire reqd 
quali ication
N  D , A  1 
(PTI): Eleven lakh teach-
ers appointed till March 
2015 under the Right to 
Education (RTE) Act will 
now get time till 2019 to 
acquire the prescribed 
minimum quali ications 
for irming up their ap-
pointments as Parlia-
ment today passed a bill 
in this regard.

The Right of Children 
to Free and Compulsory 
Education (Amendment) 
Bill, 2017 was passed by 
the Rajya Sabha by voice 
vote. The Lok Sabha had 
passed it on July 22.

According to the exist-
ing Act which came into 
effect from April 1, 2010, 
these teachers were to ac-
quire minimum quali ica-
tions within ive years by 
March 31, 2015.

According to the 
turn to pg05

SAGAR CHETTRI
G , 01 J : 

The High Court of Sikkim 
has disposed of the public 

interest litigation iled by 69 
Sikkimese women married to 
Non-Sikkimese challenging the 
Sikkim Succession Act, 2008. 
After the State Government clar-
i ied in Court that the Act exist-
ed only in paper and that since 
it was never noti ied, it was not 
a law in practice hence the peti-
tion was pre-mature, the Court 
disposed the case with the re-
mark that any order passed by 
the government relying on the 
Sikkim Succession Act, 2008 
was null and void.

The PIL had challenged the 
Sikkim Succession Act, 2008 
issued by the Law Department, 
Government of Sikkim dated 24 
July, 2008 and also raised a host 
of other issues like issuance 
of Certi icate of Identi ication 
to Sikkimese women married 
to Non-Sikkimese and also for 
production of unmarried certif-
icate for accessing rights of all 

purposes.
Hearing the petition on Mon-

day, the High Court said, “The 
State Government in its reply 
has clearly stated that the said 
Act is on papers only, as it has not 
yet been noti ied, as required, to 
bring the same into force, thus, 
the Petition is pre-mature.”

The petitioners had also 
challenged the legality and ap-
plicability of the Noti ication 
No.J(47)/335/GEN/DOP-Pt-II, 
dated 05th May 2011 of the De-
partment of Personnel, under 
which the state government has 
laid down guidelines for com-
passionate appointment.  

Regarding this the court said 
that this cannot be examined for 
want of speci ic facts of individ-
ual case and also that cannot be 
a subject-matter of the Public 
Interest Litigation. 

Speaking to media persons 
today, Dr Doma T Bhutia, coun-
sel for the petitioners, stated 
that it was a welcome step on 
the part of the State Government 
of not enforcing Sikkim Succes-

sion Act, 2008. 
“That means all this while 

Sikkimese women were illegally 
denied their rights of succession 
as legal heirs based on the laws 
which are not in force whether 
it be the Sikkim Succession Act 
of the Sikkim Women Property 
Regulation 1962,” she said.

Dr Bhutia believes that fol-
lowing what has come on record 
with the current case, Sikkimese 
women, irrespective of their 
marital status, are now free to 
register their ancestral proper-
ties in their names, and are free 
to purchase or sell property in 
their name. 

Not everyone is so convinced 
though, with a senior advocate 
who does not wish to be named, 
pointing out that the rules which 
don’t allow Sikkimese women 
married to non-locals from ac-
quiring new property in Sikkim 
are not sourced from either the 
Act in question or the regulation 
of 1962 and are instead based 
on Land Revenue rules of 1961 
and 1969. 

Dr Bhutia, however, stated 
today that “in case of denial of 
their rights by any government 
authority they can approach the 
court and also seek heavy dam-
ages for harassment.”

The High Court addresses 
only the government’s clari ica-
tion on the Sikkim Succession 
Act and remarks that the conten-
tion against certain rules framed 
for compassionate appointment 
cannot be examined for want of 
speci ic cases (and even then it 
would not have been the subject 
matter of a PIL). 

“In such view of the matter, 
nothing survives for adjudica-
tion at this stage. However, the 
petitioners are at liberty to take 
recourse to legal forum against 
any action of the Government, 
which is de hors the statutory 
provisions and violative of con-
stitutional philosophy and pro-
visions,” the High Court bench 
comprising of Chief Justice 
Satish K Agnihotri and Justice 
Meenakshi Madan Rai concludes 
in its order.

Court disposes case after Govt clari ies that
Succession Act was never noti ied

N  D , A  1 (PTI): 
Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley today said the RBI 
is in the process of count-
ing scrapped currency 
notes and will come out 
with the inal igures 
once the fake notes were 
weeded out.

Answering oft-re-
peated questions over 
the issue, he said in 

the Lok Sabha that the 
Reserve Bank had re-
ceived the last tranche 
of scrapped currency 
notes of Rs 500 and Rs 
1,000 only in July and the 
central bank would take 
time in counting the bil-
lions of notes.

On November 8 last 
year, the government had 
scrapped high denomina-

tion currency notes of Rs 
500 and Rs 1,000 which 
amounted to around 86 
per cent of the currency 
in circulation.

Replying to a discus-
sion on supplementary 
demands for grants in the 
Lok Sabha, Jaitley said 
one of the major bene its 
of demonetisation was 
squeezing of funds for 

terrorists in Jammu and 
Kashmir and naxalites in 
Chhattisgarh.

On questions re-
garding the amount 
of scrapped currency 
deposited back in the 
banks, the inance min-
ister said, “Today they 
(RBI) have to count every 
currency note. They have 
to take the fake currency 

out...That exercise the 
RBI is taken to a very ad-
vanced level.”

The minister said 
since March demands 
were being raised for dis-
closure of the amount of 
scrapped currency depos-
ited in the banks but it can 
not be done over night.

“...I am hearing that 

RBI will take time to count scrapped notes deposited in banks: FM

turn to pg03
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SUMMIT REPORT
N , 01 A :

South District Adminis-
tration with the help 

of V-Guard company 
based at Mamring pro-
vided an ambulance to 
Tokal-Bermiok Primary 
Health Center. The am-
bulance was given under 
the Corporate Social Re-
sponsibility (CSR) initia-
tive of V-Guard company, 
a press release from the 
South District Collector’s 
of ice informs. 

The ambulance was 
handed over to Chief 
Medical Officer (South), 

Dr Dibya Kerongi and 
Medical Officer, Dr Kar-

ma Choden Bhutia with 
District Collector, Raj 

Yadav in attendance 
along with represen-

tatives from V-Guard 
company.

South Admin hands ambulance to Tokal-Bermiok PHC

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 01 A :

Kitam Manpur 
Employees Welfare 

Society (KMEWS) 
on 31 Jul organized 
a programme 
to celebrate its 
foundation day which 
was chaired by KMEWS 
president, Suresh K. 
Subba and members 
of the society, a press 
release informs. 

Mr Subba in his ad-
dress apprised mem-
bers about the contri-
bution of the society in 
the field of education 
within Kitam-Manpur 
Gram Panchayat. He 

also recollected the 
founding day of the so-

ciety and the objective 
of providing voluntary 

support to the needy 
and bright students of 

the locality. 
Since its establish-

ment the society has 
been working in the ield 
of education by collecting 
funds from the monthly 
salary of the members to 
help deserving students 
of the GPU. 

Chief Pay and Ac-
counts Officer from 
Namchi, Mohan Prakash 
Pradhan officially 
joined the society and 
assured to help the GPU 
in future. The meeting 
was also addressed by 
KMEWS general secre-
tary, D. N Sharma and 
treasurer, Kaziman 
Pradhan. 

Kitam Manpur Employees Welfare Society celebrates foundation day

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 01 A :

The two-day confer-
ence cum 24th Pran-

tiya Sabha of Paschim 
Bengal-Sikkim Prantiya 
Marwadi Yuva Manch 
(PBSPMYM) organized at 
Phuntsholing, Bhutan of-
icially wrapped up on 31 

Jul, a press release from 
the manch informs. 

Hosted by Marwadi 
Yuva Manch Jaigaon and 
Jaigaon Shakti, 30 dele-
gates from Marwadi Yuva 
Manch of Gangtok, Sing-
tam, Rangpo and Jore-
thang participated in the 
conference. Altogether, 
200 delegates from West 
Bengal and Sikkim partic-
ipated in the conference.

The conference was 
inaugurated by All India 
Marwadi Yuva Manch 

(AIMYM) president, Ravi 
Agarwal. The conference 
was also attended by 
AIMYM vice president, 
Amit Agarwal and other 
members of Sikkim and 
West Bengal. 

The annual magazine 
‘Manchdhara’ edited by 
Sanjay Sharma was also 
released on the occasion. 

The irst Dr San-
jay Agarwal Memorial 
Award was presented to 
Rajesh Sahal of Kolkata 
Badabazar branch who 
is also the joint secretary 
of PBSPMYM. The annual 
award ceremony for all 
branches and members 
in different sectors was 
also organized by the 
manch. Sikkim branch 
has received 10 awards 
in different sectors, says 
the release. 

West Bengal & Sikkim
Marwadi Yuva Manch attend

conference in Bhutan

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 01 A :

A team from United Christian Welfare 
Society of Sikkim [UCWSS] visited 

Dootheria Munshi Gaon Tea Estate in 
Darjeeling on Monday and distributed 
food items to over100 families of the area.              

The team was led by its president, 
Elder Patrus Gurung. The team distrib-
uted essential commodities including 
rice, dal, edible oil, and salt to the vil-

lagers who are facing shortage of es-
sential commodities due to prolonged 
shutdown in the hills.     

Elder Gurung informed that the 
relief items were collected from the 
churches in and around Gangtok. 

On behalf of the villagers of Dooth-
eria Munshi Gaon Tea Estate, Pastor 
John Rai thanked the visiting teams for 
distributing relief items to the needy 
families.

UCWSS distributes food
items in Darjeeling

of the dead must be given 
due respect”.

“Having considered 
the issues in their entire-
ty, we are of opinion that 
it would be appropriate 
if the Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) is re-
quired to look into these 
fake encounters or use of 
excessive or retaliatory 
force,” a bench of justices 
M B Lokur and U U Lalit 
had said.

The court, which 
was hearing a PIL seek-
ing probe into 1,528 ex-
tra-judicial killings, had 
ordered registration of 
FIR in 81 cases includ-
ing 32 cases probed by 
a Commission of Enqui-
ry, 32 cases investigated 
by judicial enquiries and 
high courts, 11 cases in 
which compensation has 
been awarded by NHRC 
and six cases probed by 
the commission headed 
by former Supreme Court 
judge Santosh Hegde.

CBI special 
team to probe 

cases...
contd from pg01

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 01 A :

A group of artistes from the hills 
have been collaborating on “Pa-

hal Sanskritik Abhiyan” to extend 
support to the Gorkhaland move-
ment. The four main members 
of the initiative reached Gangtok 
today and called on intellectuals, 
writers, artistes, journalists and 
political workers here to discuss 
various issues related to the ongo-
ing movement for Gorkhaland.

An active member of the group, 
Tika Bhai, shared plans to orga-

nize a four-day programme in New 
Delhi from 17 Aug onwards to 
generate wider awareness about 
Gorkhaland.

“We have come to Gangtok to 
take inputs and suggestions from 
the intelligentsia of the State,” he 
said. 

Other members in the team 
visiting Sikkim are writer and 
poet, Subash Sotang, writer and 
journalist, Pradeep Lohagun and 
social worker, Pravin Chettri. They 
explained that the initiative was to 
register artistic solidarity with the 

Gorkhaland movement.
It is informed that during 

the programme in New Delhi, a 
35-member team of Pahal San-
skritik Abhiyan will hold interac-
tive programmes with lecturers, 
students and others of Jawaharlal 
Nehru University and Delhi Univer-
sity on 17 and 18 Aug and will sit 
on a dharna and organize a cultural 
programme at Jantar Mantar on 19 
Aug. The team will also participate 
in the national-level Bhasa Manya-
ta Diwas Samaroh at New Delhi on 
20 Aug.

Artists arrive in Sikkim to seek inputs for cultural
initiative in support of Gorkhaland

Bengal lood 
toll rises to 
46 with 7 
more deaths
K , A  1 (PTI): 
The lood toll in West 
Bengal rose to 47 today 
with the death of seven 
more persons in the last 
24 hours even as the situ-
ation improved as water 
level of rivers receded 
after a drop in the inces-
sant rainfall.

“As it is raining less 
and the dams are also 
controlling the release 
of water, the situation in 
the affected districts is 
improving every day,” a 
senior of icial of the State 
Disaster Management 
department said here.

Around 27 lakh peo-
ple in 106 blocks of 14 
districts of West Bengal 
were hit by the lood and 
around 311 relief camps 
have been opened for 
them, he said.

Dhaniakhali of 
Hooghly district and 
Ghatal in West Mid-
napore district are the 
two worst affected areas 
due to loods, he said.

“Situation at these 
two places is not that 
good. Water is receding 
at a very slow pace. Ad-
ministration is keeping 
an eye on the situation 
and our volunteers are 
working day in and day 
out,” he said.

Meanwhile, around 
59,398 hectares of paddy 
seedbed has been dam-
aged out of the 3,17,675 
hectares of cultivated land.
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Gangtok on 
Wednesday, 
02 August

Temp: 27°C /18°C
Forecast: Rather 
cloudy; a thunder-
shower in spots in 
the evening followed 
by a couple of thun-
dershowers late.
Sunrise: 04:59 AM
Sunset: 06:24 PM

G , 01 A  
(IPR): Principal Sec-
retary of Cultural 
Affairs & Heritage 
Department, Anil 
Kumar Ganeriwala 
who retired from 
service upon super-
annuation on 31 Jul 
was given a farewell 
at a function orga-
nized at the Secre-
tariat, Manan Kend-
ra today.

Mr Ganeriwala 
was appointed in the 
Indian Forest Service 
and was allotted Sik-
kim Cadre in 1986. 
After completion of 
IFS probation in the 
year 1986-1988, he 
held various posi-
tions in the Centre as 
well as in the State. 
He retired as the 
Principal Secretary 

of Cultural Affairs 
& Heritage Depart-
ment on Monday. 

Chief Secretary 
and all the heads of 

departments were 
present on the occa-
sion to bid farewell 
to the retiring Prin-
cipal Secretary.

Mr Ganeriwala 
shared his journey of 
experience and hard 
work. He thanked 
the Chief Secretary 

and his colleagues 
for their support and 
coordination during 
his tenure.

Chief Secretary, 
A.K. Shrivastava in 
his address rem-
inisced about the 
memories of working 
very closely with Mr 
Ganeriwala and ex-
pressed deep appre-
ciation for the service 
rendered by him. He 
extended his warm 
wishes to Mr Ganer-
iwala for a pleasant 
life after retirement. 

Mr Ganeriwala 
was honored with 
traditional silk 
scarves by the Chief 
Secretary and all 
the of icers present 
in the function. The 
farewell function 
was organized by 

the Department of 
Personnel in coor-
dination with Home 
Department, Gov-
ernment of Sikkim.

M e a n w h i l e , 
Yashoda Bhan-
dari [Secre-
tary-cum-Commis-
sioner, Excise De-
partment] has been 
transferred and 
posted as Secretary, 
Cultural Affairs and 
Heritage depart-
ment. The of ice or-
der was released by 
Department of Per-
sonnel on 01 Aug.

Sikkim Hous-
ing & Development 
Board Secretary, 
Sarala Rai would be 
holding the addi-
tional charge of Ex-
cise department, the 
order reads.

Farewell for retired Cultural Affairs 
Pr Secy AK Ganeriwala

G , 01 A  (IPR): 
Seventy one bene iciaries 
of Salghari Zoom constit-
uency received tokens 
of Chief Minister`s Rural 
Housing Mission (CM-
RHM) scheme in a special 
programme organized at 
Gelling Panchayat Bha-
wan, West Sikkim today.

Health Minister and 
Area MLA, Arjun Kumar 
Ghatani of icially handed 
over tokens of CMRHM 
scheme to the bene i-
ciaries of Gelling Sams-
ing, Zoom and Mabong 
Segang Gram Panchayat 

Unit under Gram Swaraj 
Abhiyan. It may be men-
tioned here that the re-
maining 29 bene iciaries 
will get their tokens in 
the second phase after 
submission of required 
documents before the 
concerned authority.

In his address, Mr 
Ghatani congratulated 
bene iciaries and high-
lighted aims and objec-
tives of the state govern-
ment to uplift the people 
of Sikkim in all spheres 
with the pioneering ini-
tiative of Janta Mela un-

der Gram Swaraj Abhi-
yan. He wholeheartedly 
applauded the vision of 
Chief Minister, Pawan 
Chamling to improve the 
socio-economic status of 
people in rural areas and 
marked the Janta Mela 
as most notable step to-
wards development.

Mr Ghatani also visit-
ed the newly established 
library in Gelling Pan-
chayat Bhawan and con-
gratulated Milan Rai for 
his exemplary initiatives 
towards society and the 
public as well.

CMRHM tokens distributed
to 71 bene iciaries in West
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The Central Refer-
ral Hospital here at 

Tadong, today inaugu-
rated its Obstetrics and 
Gynaecology operation 
theatre, a press release 
informs. 

Dean, Sikkim Mani-
pal Institute of Medical 
Sciences, Dr Gurdarshan 
Singh Joneja, inaugurated 
the operation theatre with 
Sikkim Manipal University 
Chancellor, Dr MD Ven-
katesh in attendance along 
with the department heads 
and hospital staff. 

“The new OT will rad-
ically enhance the quality 
of service to the patients. 
We hope to meet the re-
quirements of the rising 
demand and long wait-
ing time for patients in 
Sikkim and neighbouring 
hills,” Dr Joneja said. 

He added that the 
OT will permit surgeons 
at CRH to serve more 
patients and reduce the 
burden on Sikkimese 
patients who would oth-
erwise have to travel to 
Siliguri and beyond for 
treatment that can now 
be provided in Gangtok.

Obstetrics and
Gynaecology OT

inaugurated 
at CRH

G , 01 A : The 
National Service Scheme 
unit of Legship Senior 
Secondary School con-
ducted a Swachha Pa-
khwada (cleanliness 
fortnight) programme 
in the school premis-

es and the surrounding 
areas. Dustbins were 
installed at various loca-
tions in Legship Bazaar 
and Kirateswar Mandir 
premises as part of the 
initiative, informs a 
press release. 

Cleanliness drive
at Legship

SUMMIT REPORT
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Sikkim Krantikari 
Morcha MLA Kunga 

Nima Lepcha alongwith 
SE, DE and other offi-
cers of RMDD conducted 
a joint inspection of the 
landslide at Tathangc-
hen today. 

The main purpose of 
the inspection was to as-
sess the damage caused 
by the slide to the PMGSY 

road  at Lower Tathang-
chen which is imposing 
immense hardship on the 
villagers, an SKM press 
release informs.

“It was observed that 
action to provide relief 
to the villagers and the 
village itself needs to 
be jointly taken by the 
RMD, Land Revenue & 
DM, Mines & Geology 
and Irrigation & Flood 
Control Departments. 

This slide is situated on 
a straight line from Bho 
Lhasosa (Sera Monastery 
at Chandmari). There are 
many houses situated 
above the slide. As such, 
if immediate action to 
contain the slide is not 
initiated, it may even 
cause great threat to the 
area at Chandmari,” the 
release quote Mr Lepcha 
as conveying to the con-
cerned authorities.

MLA inspects Lower
Tathangchen slide along

with RMDD engineers

To contact 
SummitTIMES
GANGTOK: For circulation details Contact:  
(Sandeep) 9734152451 
& for Advertisement booking at 9933427505 or 
at offi ce no 03592 208698. Mail us at adver-
tise@summittimes.com 

SILIGURI:
Mr. Mani Rai, M/s. Space Ads, B.R. Ambedkar 
Building, Room No.7, 1st fl oor. Opp. Gan-
ga Hotel. Hill Cart Road. Siliguri – 03. Ph. 
9832318644/ 9800682989/ 9153035100 or 
mail at mani_siliguri@yahoo.co.in.

argument ‘tell us the 
currency’.

Please study the sub-
ject closely. And therefore 
as soon as they (RBI) com-
plete this exercise, the ig-
ure will be placed by them 
before the country along 
with the igure of fake cur-
rency,” he added.

Referring to the ef-
forts being made to deal 
with the menace of black 
money, Jaitley said the 
government is taking ac-
tion on the information 
received from ive sourc-
es including HSBC list, 
Liechtenstein, Panama 
papers and International 
Consortium of Investiga-
tive Journalists.

He said the govern-
ment has decided to 

amend the 1988 Benami 
Act and not bring a new 
law as they want the 
deals since 1988 to be 
covered under the Bena-
mi law.

Further talking 
about the impact of 
demonetisation, he 
said the move has not 
adversely impacted 
the economic growth 
of the country as pre-
dicted by former Prime 
Minister Manmohan 
Singh, who had stated 
that GDP could fall by 2 
per cent.

Jaitley took comfort 
from the fact that econ-
omy grew by over 7 per 
cent notwithstanding the 
impact of cash crunch on 
the economy following 
demonetisation.

RBI will take time to count
scrapped notes...

contd from pg01

ABMSU 
president 
shot dead 
in Assam’s 
Kolkajhar
K , A  1 
(PTI): A popular mi-
nority leader in western 
Assam’s Kokrajhar and 
president of All Bodo Mi-
nority Students’ Union 
(ABMSU), La ikul Is-
lam Ahmed, was today 
gunned down by uniden-
ti ied assailants in the 
district, police said.

Two motorcy-
cle-borne assailants 
opened ire from an AK-
47 ri le at Ahmed while 
he had gone to buy tiles at 
a shop in Titaguri Market 
in Kokrajhar town, killing 
him on the spot and seri-
ously injuring the shop-
keeper, Superintendent of 
Police Rajen Singh said.

Police found three 
empty AK-47 cartridges 
from the spot.

Tension prevails in 
Kokrajhar and its adjoin-
ing districts in Lower As-
sam with protesters com-
ing out on the streets.

Volatile situation was 
also reported from some 
places along the National 
Highway 31.

ABMSU has called 
an inde inite bandh in 
protest against the kill-
ing and has demanded 
immediate arrest of the 
culprits.
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Sandwiched
Sikkim

Consider graduating from tacit support
to proactive involvement

The stand-off between Indian and Chinese soldiers 
in the Doklam pastures of neighboring Bhutan 

has now been underway for almost as long as the 
Gorkhaland Territorial Administration, Sikkim’s other 
neighbor, has been on an inde inite strike. Both situa-
tions have delivered a tourism and commerce & eco-
nomic setback to Sikkim whose only “fault” in either 
case has been in how it is located. Where the China sit-
uation has led to the cancellation of the Kailash-Man-
sarovar Yatra from Sikkim for this season and the sus-
pension of border trade (for reasons which are still 
of icially road-condition related and not hostility), the 
situation south of Sikkim had begun by shutting down 
the booming tourist season that Sikkim was enjoying 
and has constricted supplies. At Doklam, a contest 
over territory between China and Bhutan has extend-
ed tension and worries to Sikkim at least at the villag-
es along the border there. Similarly, claims over land 
between West Bengal and Darjeeling continue to keep 
Sikkim on tenterhooks vis a vis connectivity and pro-
visions. In both cases, there is a lot of bombast and all-
round chest-thumping, and both situations have run 
out of control and appear painted into corners from 
which no easy extraction appears possible. As a result, 
positions are hardening and the need for some agency 
to step up and hit the pause button is getting desper-
ate now. Unfortunately, in an environment of all-round 
distrust, sage advice is invariably discarded as a sell-
out compromise and consensus-building towards a 
return of normalcy appears a lost cause. 

And in all of this, as the CM had said when the 
double-whammy of Doklam and Gorkhaland had irst 
pressed on Sikkim from opposite ends, the State inds 
itself sandwiched. Sikkim has a long history, in fact its 
entire modern history, of being caught between am-
bitious and aggressive neighbours. By now it should 
have re ined the art of negotiating its way around 
the troubles of being locked-in between competing 
interests. And may be it has, which is probably why 
its role should be elevated from its present status of 
only accepting or extending moral support/ challenge. 
In both developments, although Sikkim is an affect-
ed party, it is allowed no say beyond backing what is 
already at play. This leaves Sikkim at a disadvantage, 
and may be Sikkim should also consider some proac-
tive engagement instead of just following diktats dis-
guised as public consensus. The state, its government 
and its people cannot continue ignoring the tension 
at Doklam. Of course, the army will take care of the 
border and the Chinese, but Sikkim has a responsi-
bility towards the Sikkimese who live this side of the 
ridgeline. It also has a responsibility to make more 
open displays of support for the soldiers deployed at 
the border. Since this is the season of rallies and overt 
gestures of support, some initiative should be taken 
to tour the border areas, calling on the soldiers there, 
thanking them for their service, reiterating uncondi-
tional support for them and also meeting the civilian 
population along the tense border and checking on 
them. Similarly, the  support groups for Gorkhaland 
in Sikkim should make more earnest efforts to reach 
out (beyond reaching supplies) to the lay people in 
the neighbouring hills and trying to understand how 
they want their aandolan to proceed and what they 
want conveyed to their leaders. Neither of these en-
gagements can be seen as undue interference as some 
might want to paint it, but are necessary displays of 
empathy and caring which the current climes of in-
creasing confusion and suspicion could use a generous 
helping of.

WRITE US: Readers are invited 
to comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if  they like 
something in this paper. Letters 
carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, 
except when against people 
responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to 
be ignored. Letters which carry 
forward a conversation or initiate a 
dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  

Mail us at: letters@
summittimes.com

NICK HASLAM
theconversation.com
“TO THINE OWN SELF BE TRUE”, the saying goes. 
It is often taken as sage advice, a remnant scrap of 
Elizabethan life coaching, but Shakespeare may 
have meant it to be heard as a stale platitude. He 
puts it in the mouth of Polonius, a windbag given to 
hackneyed pronouncements. But what is this true 
self to which we should be true?

The idea that we have true selves has been con-
tentious. For every bright-eyed humanist urging us 
to shed our social conditioning and discover the 
authentic self within there is a jaundiced philos-
opher telling us it is an illusion. Jean-Paul Sartre 
wrote that he “had no true self” and his self was in 
fact “an empty palace of mirrors”.

Whether the true self is fact or iction, many 
people believe in it. Those beliefs have been ex-
plored by a number of social psychologists and “ex-
perimental philosophers”. Their work has begun to 
clarify why the idea of the true self matters, regard-
less of whether it is real.

TRUE SELF BELIEFS
A key inding of this research, reviewed in a recent 
article, is that people don’t merely develop a sense 
of self that is distinct from others and the external 
world – a distinction between what is psycholog-
ically inner versus outer. They also readily distin-
guish between those aspects of the self that are 
central and those that are peripheral.

The more central elements of the self are under-
stood variously as being relatively deep, authentic, 
intrinsic or essential. My own group’s research 
indicates that they are the parts of our selves that 
we see as the most de ining of who we are and the 
ones that endure over time. They compose our per-
sonal identity.

Research on people’s true self beliefs inds that 
these central aspects of the self tend to be moral in 
nature. They involve our values and virtues more 
than our other mental capacities, personality traits 
or bodily features. The true self is fundamentally a 
good self.

LOSING THE TRUE SELF
One intriguing demonstration of this inding comes 
from a 2015 study that examined caregivers’ per-
ceptions of family members suffering from three 
neurodegenerative diseases: Alzheimer’s disease, 
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis and frontotemporal 
dementia (FTD). The irst two of these diseases pri-
marily impair memory and voluntary movement, 
respectively. FTD, in contrast, leads to morally rele-
vant impairments such as socially inappropriate be-
haviour, loss of inhibition and diminished empathy.

The three groups of patients were disabled to 
similar degrees overall. However caregivers of FTD 
patients were much more likely to report that their 
family member seemed deeply changed since the 

onset of their disease, as if they were a different 
person underneath. Caregivers were more likely to 
think they no longer really knew their FTD-suffer-
ing relatives, who now seemed like strangers.

Identity appeared to be most disrupted by al-
terations in morality, much more than deteriora-
tions of memory or movement. The apparent loss 
of the FTD patient’s true self revealed by their mor-
al de icits often profoundly impaired their relation-
ship with their carer.

THE TRUE SELF IS A GOOD SELF
People view the true self as positive in a general 
way, not merely as morally good. They believe their 
deep inner selves have overwhelmingly desirable 
features even if their real present selves are lawed. 
In the words of one large green philosopher 
(Shrek): “Onions have layers. Ogres have layers.” 
And the inner layers of ogres are less monstrous 
than the outer ones.

Intuitively we might expect that people’s beliefs 
about their true selves would differ depending on 
their personalities or cultural backgrounds. People 
with a bleaker outlook on life might hold a greyer 
view of their true self than those whose disposi-
tions are sunny. Equally, people from cultures that 
do not celebrate the uniqueness of the person to 
the same extent as individualistic Americans or 
Australians might hold less relentlessly positive 
beliefs about the true self.

Surprisingly neither of these claims appears to 
be true. One study showed that unsociable people 
were just as likely as others to hold very positive 
views of their true self. It also found that people 

from three collectivist cultures – Colombians, Sin-
gaporeans and the famously gloomy Russians – 
were just as likely as Americans to believe the true 
self to be good.

DISCOVERING THE TRUE SELF
One implication of the belief that the true self is 
good is that we respond differently to positive and 
negative changes in people’s behaviour. Studies 
suggest that when people undergo positive change 
we tend to see it as revealing their true self. Self-im-
provement is viewed as discovering who one truly 
is. Negative change, in contrast, is seen as a corrup-
tion or obscuring of the true self. It is in the nature 
of caterpillars to become butter lies, not the reverse.

The idea of the true self might seem slippery 
and nebulous, but it may have important implica-
tions. Believing that deep down we are fundamen-
tally good may anchor a sense of personal identity 
and self worth. Pursuing goals that are intrinsic 
to our selves may lead to greater well-being than 
pursuing those that are more peripheral, such as 
materialistic desires.

Similarly, holding a belief that other people 
have morally good true selves may be a crucial 
foundation of interpersonal trust. This belief in a 
benevolent social world may be a basic assumption 
which, when traumatically violated, can have dire 
psychological consequences.

Deep thinkers will question whether the idea of 
an authentic true self passes philosophical muster. 
But even if it is an illusion, it may be a useful one.

[the writer is Professor of Psychol-
ogy, University of Melbourne]

Is there such a thing
as a ‘true self’?

JASON BYRNE
theconversation.com

A large body of research shows 
that living in cities can harm our 

health. We know poor urban design 
can lead to people being less physi-
cally active, which is a factor in weight 
problems, obesity and cancers. But 
did you know urban life might lead to 
poor mental health?

Recent research points to the 
possibility that living in cities might 
be associated with higher rates of de-
pression and anxiety. Some studies 
suggest that speci ic aspects of urban 
life might be “depressogenic” – in oth-
er words, lead to poor mental health.

What is emerging from research 
is that living in cities may double the 
risk of schizophrenia and increase 
the risks of anxiety disorders (by 
21%), mood disorders (by 39%), and 
depression (by 40%).

The range of potential explana-
tions for these indings include issues 
related to the physical environment 
of cities – such as heat, noise, light, 
social isolation – and even a concen-
tration of people at risk who may 
seek out better medical care in cities.

So what might be driving these 
poor mental health outcomes? And 
are urban planners able to do any-
thing about it?

DO SOME ENVIRONMENTS 
‘MESS WITH OUR MINDS’?

The bright lights, busy streets and 
noise of cities can increase our “cog-
nitive load”. Swamped with incoming 
information, our minds can become 
stressed and mentally fatigued.

Night-time lighting, higher noise 
levels (from traf ic, aircraft, indus-
tries or neighbours, among other 
things), congestion and crowding, 
and even higher temperatures asso-

ciated with urban heat islands can 
make it harder for us to concentrate. 
They also affect our ability to get a 
good night’s sleep.

It can be dif icult to escape that 
cognitive overload and “decompress” 
in cities. There are usually fewer 
green spaces and fewer places to es-
cape crowds. Higher housing density, 
the canyon effect of tall buildings and 
even barking dogs can all increase 
stress levels.

Some contend that the presence 
of too many liquor stores, higher 
levels of litter and graf iti, and even 
neglected landscaping and broken fa-
cilities may increase stress for some 
people. The presence of these ele-
ments has been found to signal lower 
levels of safety.

Recent research has also indicat-

ed our gut health and mental health 
are linked. This could be bad news for 
some urban residents.

Research has shown fresh-food 
markets are scarcer than fast-food 
outlets in some cities. These food des-
erts may deny more vulnerable resi-
dents access to nutritious diets.

Housing costs are another factor 
that can heighten stress. But moving 
to more affordable areas on the fring-
es of cities and in regional centres is 
not necessarily a remedy. Doing so 
may reduce levels of social contact 
with family and friends. 

Researchers are increasingly 
demonstrating that access to social 
networks is important for helping us 
to cope with stressful life events. And 
not having someone to talk with, to 
help out looking after children, or just 

to be there in hard times, can lead to 
anxiety and depression.

Recent immigrants may also ex-
perience discrimination. Not only can 
they have lower levels of social cap-
ital, but experiences of abuse can be 
very harmful.

SO WHAT IS THE ROLE 
OF PLANNING?

While we cannot blame planners for 
causing all these issues, they do have 
the ability to intervene and thus a role 
to play in improving urban life. Design 
guidelines, for example, can help by 
ensuring people have more accidental 
social encounters in spaces like cafes, 
at mailboxes or in gardens.

So too can more strategic inter-
ventions such as community gar-
dens – places where people grow not 
only food, but also friendships. More 
green space can also potentially buf-
fer noise, heat and light, and provide 
respite from crowds.

In car-dependent outer suburbs 
and new housing estates, planners 
would do well to focus on irst devel-
oping social facilities such as clubs, 
sporting facilities and parks. Public 
transport is another important inter-
vention in such suburbs. Good access 
to public transport also reduces a 
household’s commuting expenses.

Our research suggests planners and 
built environment professionals have 
surprisingly low levels of knowledge 
about depressogenic environments.

If planners don’t understand how 
cities might heighten mental health 
disorders, then how can we combat 
depressogenic environments? The 
good news is that simple steps can 
make a big difference.

[the writer is Associate Pro-
fessor of Environmental Plan-

ning, Grif ith University]

Planners know depressingly little about
a city’s impacts on our mental health
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K , A  1 (PTI): 
The CBI today sought 
framing of charges for 
murder and criminal 
conspiracy against 
46 accused, including 
Gorkha Janmukti Mor-
cha chief Bimal Gu-
rung, in the All India 
Gorkha League leader 
Madan Tamang’s kill-
ing in Darjeeling.

During a hearing 
in the city sessions 
court, CBI counsel Arun 
Bhagat prayed for fram-
ing of charges against 

the accused, among 
whom are the top brass 
of GJM, including Bimal 
Gurung, his wife Asha, 
Roshan Giri, Col (retd) 
Ramesh Alley, former 
MLA Harka Bahadur 
Chetri, Binay Tamang 
and Rabin Subba.

The CBI counsel 
submitted before Kun-
dan Kumar Kumai, chief 
judge of city sessions 
court, that Madan Ta-
mang, who had decided 
to hold a public meeting 
at Chowkbazar in the 

heart of Darjeeling town 
in May 2010, was forced 
to reschedule it a num-
ber of times owing to op-
position by GJM.

Claiming that the GJM 
leadership had decided 
not to allow any other 
party to hold a political 
rally in the hills, Bhagat 
submitted that it was 
particularly opposed to 
AIGL as its leader Ta-
mang was attempting to 
bring to the fore alleged 
corruption among the 
GJM top brass.

Tamang had decided 
to hold the meeting on 
May 10, 2010 at Clubside 
near the Mall and on the 
fateful day, when he was 
overseeing preparations 
for the rally, about 200 
GJM activists armed with 
deadly weapons attacked 
him, Bhagat stated.

He was hit by a sharp 
weapon in his neck and 
was declared brought 
dead when he was tak-
en to Darjeeling Sadar 
Hospital, the CBI counsel 
submitted.

Bhagat claimed that 
GJM Women’s wing lead-
er Asha had threatened 
Tamang two days before 
his killing and was also 
seen at a place close to 
the spot of the crime be-
fore the incident.

The CBI lawyer 
claimed that Bimal Gu-
rung and some other 
leaders had chosen to 
stay in Kalimpong and 
other places on that day, 
but there was evidence 
of telephonic conversa-
tions that point to their 

involvement in the con-
spiracy and murder of 
Tamang.

Earlier, Debasish 
Roy, counsel for sev-
eral accused persons, 
sought adjournment of 
hearing on the ground 
that GJM general sec-
retary Roshan Giri has 
moved the Supreme 
Court seeking transfer 
of his trial in the case 
to Sikkim from Kolkata 
apprehending serious 
law and order crisis.

The CBI opposed the 

prayer submitting that 
the Supreme Court had 
not passed any stay on 
the proceedings here.

Judge Kumai said that 
since there was no stay 
order by the apex court 
and because the Calcutta 
High Court has directed 
this court to complete 
hearing for framing of 
charges within August 
17, proceedings would 
continue.

The matter would 
again come up for hear-
ing tomorrow.

CBI argues for framing of charges in Madan Tamang case

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 01 A :

Sonapur College of Kam-
rup district in Assam is 

scheduled to organize the 
annual North East India 
Inter-College Debating 
competition on 24 Aug, in-
forms a press release. 

The topic of the debate 
is “View that North East 
India is being exploited by 
the Central Government 
is factually incorrect”. Re-
nowned columnist, poet 
and editor of Nagaland 
Page, Monalisa Changkija 
will be the speaker of the 
competition. 

The winners of differ-
ent positions of the com-
petition will be awarded 
with Sinam Uriba Singh 

Memorial Prizes which 
contains trophies and cash 
awards. Accordingly, the 
best and the second best 
debater will be awarded 
with Rs 10,000 and Rs 
7000 respectively, while 
the third best debater will 
receive Rs 5,000 besides 

memorial trophies. 
Similarly, the best 

team and the second best 
team will be awarded 
with Rs 5,000 and Rs 3, 
000 along with memo-
rial trophies. Moreover, 
the popular English daily 
The Telegraph will also 

offer a special prize in the 
Competition, titled, ‘The 
Telegraph Unputdown-
able Debater of NE India 
Inter College Debating 
Completion- 2017’.  

It is worth mention-
ing that the competition 
has become a popular 

conclave for promising 
debaters of the region, 
which was attended by 
Former Speaker of the 
Lok Sabha, Late PA Sang-
ma, as the speaker last 
year and was participat-
ed by a large number of 
debaters from different 
states of Northeast India. 

The organisers have 
called interested par-
ticipants to contact in 
the mobile phone num-
bers +919435354374 
and +919435117355 
or email principalsona-
purcollege@gmail.com. 
Further, the participants 
may visit the college 
website www.sonapur-
college.ac.in for details, 
reads the release.

Sonapur College to host North East India
Inter-College Debating competition

SAJJAD HUSSAIN
Islamabad, Aug 1 (PTI): 
Shahid Khaqan Abbasi, 
Pakistan’s interim Prime 
Minister, is a long-time 
loyalist of ousted pre-
mier Nawaz Sharif and 
one of the wealthiest 
parliamentarians in the 
country.

Abbasi, 58, hails from 
the famous hill resort 
of Murree in Rawapindi 
district of Punjab prov-
ince and was minister for 
petroleum in the ousted 
government.

A die-hard supporter 
of Sharif, he was elected 
Prime Minister by Paki-
stan’s National Assem-
bly and put up a strong 
defence of the ousted 
leader, saying that he 

may have been disqual-
i ied by the Supreme 
Court but remains the 
“people’s premier”.

Sharif ’s Pakistan 
Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N) nominated Ab-
basi as the interim Prime 
Minister until Sharif ’s 
brother and Punjab 

province chief minister 
Shehbaz Sharif is elected 
as a National Assembly 
member.

He was the part of 
Sharif ’s team which was 
tasked to address the en-
ergy crisis in the country.

He is a true loyalist of 
Sharif and stood with him 

when his government was 
toppled in 1999 by former 
Pakistani military dictator 
Pervez Musharraf.

Abbasi, who was im-
prisoned after the coup, 
spent two years in jail.

But unlike many oth-
er colleagues of Sharif, 
Abbasi remained stead-

fast and did not switch 
sides. It was one of the 
reasons that Sharif chose 
him as the interim leader.

Abbasi, an electrical 
engineer with a mas-
ter’s degree from George 
Washington University, 
joined politics rather 
abruptly after his fa-
ther Khaqan Abbasi was 
killed on April 10, 1988 
when his car was hit by a 
missile after Ojhri Camp 
arms depot disaster in 
Rawalpindi.

His father was the 
minister for production 
in the cabinet of then 
Prime Minister Muham-
mad Khan Junejo.

Abbasi has been 
elected at least six times 
(1988, 1990, 1993, 1997, 

2008 and 2013) as a 
member of the parlia-
ment and was defeated 
just once in 2002 when 
he lost to Pakistan Peo-
ple’s Party candidate 
Ghulam Murtaza Satti.

After winning elec-
tions in 1990 for the sec-
ond time, he was made 
the parliamentary secre-
tary for defence.

After the 1993 general 
elections, he served as the 
chairman of the Nation-
al Assembly’s Standing 
Committee on Defence.

Abbasi was elected 
for the fourth time in 
1997 and served as the 
Chairman of Pakistan In-
ternational Airlines from 
1997 to 1999 during 
Nawaz Sharif’s second 

term.
He brie ly held the 

positions of Minister for 
Commerce and Ministry 
of Defence Production in 
former prime minister 
Yousuf Raza Gilani’s gov-
ernment in 2008 after the 
election but later resined 
as his PMLN party parted 
ways with the PPP.

Earlier, after com-
pleting his education, he 
worked in the US and 
Saudi Arabia.

Considered as one 
of the wealthiest parlia-
mentarians in Pakistan, 
he set up his Air Blue 
airlines in Pakistan in 
2003 and served as its 
chairman till 2007. The 
airlines is still operating 
successfully.

Shahid Khaqan Abbasi: A Nawaz Sharif loyalist at helm in Pak

amendment bill, every 
teacher appointed or 
in position as on March 
2015 is now required to 
acquire the minimum 
quali ications by 2019.

The amendment will 
help teachers save their 
jobs. When the RTE 
Act was implemented 
in 2010, new schools 
were set up but quali-
ied teachers were not 

available and unquali ied 
teachers, including those 
with graduation degrees, 
were recruited, accord-
ing to the government.

Human Resources 
Development Minister 
Prakash Javadekar said 
when the government 
sought information re-
garding private schools, 
it was found that 7 lakh 
teachers lacked basic 
quali ication.

“Then there are 1.5 
lakh (teachers) who have 
completed one year of 
training. Besides, there 
are around 2.5 lakh 
teachers still in govern-
ment stream. So, there 
are around 11 lakh teach-
ers in total who are with-
out proper quali ication,” 
Javadekar said.

The government has 
brought this bill in order to 
let these teachers complete 
Bachelor of Education 
(B.Ed.) and other profess-
sional degrees, he added.

The government 
would provide free edu-
cation to these teachers 
through ‘Swayam plat-
form’ beginning October 
2, Javadekar said, add-
ing registration of the 
teachers will take place 
from August 15 to Sep-
tember 15.

“With everyone’s 
support, we will train 11 
lakh teachers within two 
years. ...A foolproof sys-
tem been created to train 
teachers. We have taken 
support of all states,” he 
said while replying to a 
debate on the bill.

Under a scheme 
‘Swayam Prabha’, teach-
ers will not only be 
trained of line but also 
online and even through 
direct-to- home (DTH) 
television channels, he 
said.

There will be a mod-
erate registration fee and 
course material will also 
be given in hard copy as 
well as in CD, while 12 
days’ face-to-face train-
ing in a year has also 
been planned, he said.

That apart, Javadekar 
said that a four-year inte-
grated teachers training 
course is on the anvil, 
which will be launched 
soon.

“22 members partic-
ipated in the debate and 
supported.

This proves that ed-
ucation is not a political 
agenda, it is a national 
agenda,” the minister ob-
served.

On members’ con-
cern about poor quality 
of teachers and govern-
ment schools, he said the 
government has thought 
of ive initiatives to ad-
dress the problem.

Firstly, the learn-
ing outcome for school 
children has been codi-
ied and de ined, and an 

handbook been given 
to schools and a poster 
will be put in schools by 
month-end.

Parl passes 
bill to allow 
RTE teachers 
time till 
2019 to 
acquire reqd 
quali ication
contd from pg01

N  D , A  1 
(PTI): The agitation 
and the inde inite strike 
to press for a separate 
state of Gorkhaland will 
continue in deference to 
the wishes of the peo-
ple of the region, the 
Gorkhaland Movement 
Coordination Committee 
(GMCC) said today.

GMCC made clear 
its stand after holding a 
meeting here as the in-
de inite bandh entered 
its 48th day today.

The meeting dis-
cussed the way forward 
for the separate state-
hood movement.

“We will continue 
with the agitation for 
separate state.

We honour the sen-
timents of the people 
who wish to continue the 
strike,” GMCC president 
Kalyan Dewan told re-
porters.

Dewan, who is also 
the vice president of 
Gorkha Janmukti Morcha 
(GJM), said that they will 
reach out to parliamen-
tarians for support.

GJM supremo Bimal 
Gurung had last night 
declared that his par-
ty wants this inde inite 
shutdown to continue in 
the hills.

Today, speaking to 
reporters, Dewan reiter-
ated that their agitation 
would continue.

Gorkhaland agitation,
strike to continue, says

GMCC president

turn to pg06
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ADVERTISEMENT 
RATES AT 

DISCOUNTED RATES- 
UPTO 80% DISCOUNT.
Book our advertisement 
for Sale, To-let, Rent, 
Offer  etc as classifi ed, 
weekly/monthly and alter-
nate issue  and all display 
advertisement for quarter 
page/half page & full page 
both in colour and black 
white  in SummitTimes, an 
English Daily from Sikkim.  
Contact our Siliguri offi ce 
at Space Ads, Uttra-
pan Market, Hill Cart 
Road, Siliguri.  Con-
tact Person : Mani 
Rai 9832318644, 
7908175332.

N  D , A  1 (PTI): 
Renowned American histo-
rian and philosopher Noam 
Chomsky has come out in sup-
port of the Narmada Valley’s 
project affected people (PAP), 
the Narmada Bachao Andolan 
has said in a statement.

Chomsky has endorsed 
an online petition seeking 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s intervention in ensur-
ing justice for those “threat-
ened” by submergence due to 
the Sardar Sarovar in Madhya 
Pradesh, said the Andolan, 
a social movement against 
large dams on Narmada river.

The petition was started 
by former IIM-Kolkata pro-
fessor and environmentalist 

Jayanta Bandyopadhyay.
It stresses that meet-

ing the “rightful demands” 
of the people is essential to 

ensuring the faith of people 
in “non- violent, democratic 

and constitutional gover-
nance and struggle” for their 
rights.

“I, on behalf of the peo-
ple of Narmada Valley, now 
appeal to you (Modi) for im-
mediate attention and inter-
vention to save the people 
threatened by submergence,” 
the petition says.

Chomsky has signed the 
petition at a time when so-
cial activist Medha Patkar 
and 12 PAP are on an indef-
inite fast in Chikkalda village 
of Madhya Pradesh against 
the “forced displacement” of 
project affected people, the 
Andolan said in the state-
ment issued recently.

“People are on fast 

against the forced displace-
ment and demanding just re-
habilitation...the claimed re-
habilitation sites are far from 
habitable, with even basic 
amenities like drinking water 
missing,” it said.

According to the petition, 
a Supreme Court order (dat-
ed February 8, 2017) clear-
ly states resettlement and 
rehabilitation of the project 
affected families be com-
pleted in all respects before 
any forcible displacement of 
these villages is directed.

“Closing of the gates (of 
the Sarovar) is de facto a 
method of forcible eviction 
and thus, not only a barbaric 
act but also a disrespect of 

the court order,” the petition 
says.

It also demands a com-
prehensive resurvey of PAP, 
giving priority to rehabilita-
tion irst by following orders 
of the apex court so that no 
family is evicted without re-
habilitation.

The petitioner has also 
urged Modi to ensure that the 
state government is directed 
to provide bene its to affect-
ed farmers as per the SC or-
der to ensure alternative live-
lihood for them.

The government should 
also constitute a committee 
to assess the impact on envi-
ronment, river and forests by 
submergence, it said.

Noam Chomsky backs movement against Sardar Sarovar dam

L  A , A  1 (AFP): 
Los Angeles announced its 
intent to host the 2028 Olym-
pics, paving the way for Par-
is to host in 2024 in a deal 
hailed as a win-win-win for 
both cities and the Olympic 
movement.

“I am proud to announce 
the Olympic Games are com-
ing back to the United States 
of America,” Los Angeles may-
or Eric Garcetti said at cere-
mony at the StubHub Center 
stadium.

“In 2028, we are bringing 
the Games back to LA, one of 
the great capitals of the Olym-
pic movement. A city that has 
always been a Games changer 
and will be again in 2028.”

Los Angeles had been in 
a race with Paris to follow 
Tokyo 2020 as the 2024 host 
with the winner to be named 
by the IOC on September 13 
in Lima.

But the possibility that 
Los Angeles would abandon 
a 2024 bid and instead accept 
the 2028 Games has been 
growing since the IOC decided 
in July that it would attempt 
to award both Games at its 
Lima meeting.

Paris had remained insis-
tent on hosting in 2024, on 
the 100th anniversary of the 
city’s 1924 Olympics.

LA of icials, who had put 
forward a USD 5.3 billion bid 
for 2024, said an agreement 

had been reached with the IOC 
on inancial considerations 
that would make waiting an 
extra four years feasible.

Bid chief Casey Wasser-
man said the IOC had waived 
various fees and payments 
that could ultimately save LA 
organizers millions.

The IOC will also advance 
USD 180 million to LA orga-
nizers to lessen the impact of 
the longer leadup time, mon-
ey that normally wouldn’t be 
disbursed until closer to the 
Games kickoff.

“The IOC contribution as 
stipulated by the HCC is USD 
1.8 billion and has the poten-

tial to exceed USD 2 billion 
according to the evaluation of 
the LA bid committee when 
taking into account the esti-
mated value of existing spon-
sor agreements to be renewed 
and potential new marketing 
deals,” the bid committee said 
in a statement.

Garcetti added: “This deal 
was too good to pass up.”

The deal will bring the 
Games back to Los Angeles 
for a third time, after the city 
hosted in 1932 and 1984.

The agreement must still 
be approved by the Los Ange-
les City Council and the Unit-
ed States Olympic Committee 

-- both of which backed the 
2024 bid.

City Council president 
Herb Wesson, an enthusias-
tic supporter of the Games, 
said the council committee on 
the Games would thoroughly 
vet the new proposals before 
making its recommendation 
to the full council for a vote 
hopefully within two weeks.

Local backing is crucial to 
the success of any Games, but 
federal government support 
is also key since the national 
government will play a key 
role in security.

Wasserman singled out 
the support of US President 

Donald Trump as helping to 
bring the Games back to the 
United States.

The USA last hosted the 
Summer Olympics in Atlan-
ta in 1996 while the Winter 
Games were held in Salt Lake 
City in 2002.

Garcetti said that if all 
goes according to plan, LA is 
con ident it will receive 100 
percent support by IOC mem-
bers in Lima for a bid that re-
lies largely on existing infra-
structure and features iconic 
venus such as the Memorial 
Coliseum -- slated once again 
to host athletics.

IOC president Thomas 
Bach also said he was con i-
dent any remaining hurdles 
could be cleared.

“We are very con ident 
that we can reach a tripartite 
agreement under the leader-
ship of the IOC with LA and 
Paris in August, creating a 
win-win-win situation for all 
three partners,” he said.

“This agreement will be 
put forward to the IOC Ses-
sion in Lima in September for 
rati ication.”

The IOC’s efforts to stream-
line the bidding process didn’t 
help boost the number of can-
didates for 2024. Boston was 
irst selected by the USOC as a 

prospective host but dropped 
out amid local opposition and 
money concerns. Hamburg, 
Budapest and Rome also 

pulled out of the race.
“In sports terms, there is 

no other metaphor it was a 
marathon,” Garcetti said of 
the arduous process. “Today, 
we are at the inish line.”

Paris, which will also be 
hosting the Games for a third 
time, endured the disappoint-
ment of failed bids in 1992, 
2008 and 2012.

Paris Mayor Anne Hidalgo 
said on Twitter: “Happy that 
my friend @MayorofLA has 
made an important new step 
on an agreement that will 
have three winners: Paris, Los 
Angeles and the IOC #Par-
is2024.”

Garcetti downplayed 
any risk involved in taking 
on the Olympics so far in 
advance, saying political or 
economic setbacks in the 
interim, or even a natural 
disaster such as an earth-
quake, wouldn’t prove fatal 
to the preparations.

“Los angeles is resilient,” 
Garcetti said. “I’m not worried 
about those things. We aren’t 
going to see sports go away. 
We’re not going to see stadi-
ums disappear.

“When you look at those 
risks, sure in some scenario 
if the entire Earth falls apart 
probably the Olympics aren’t 
happening in Los Angeles.

“But short of that,” Garcet-
ti said, “We’re going to have a 
great Games here in LA.

LA agrees to host 2028 Games, Paris set for 2024

C , A  1 (AFP): Veter-
an goalkeeper Tim Howard says 
top North American club players 
should expect “cut-throat” compe-
tition from Spanish giants Real Ma-
drid in tomorrow’s Major League 
Soccer All-Star Game.

The All-Star match at Soldier 
Field, home of the NFL’s Chicago 
Bears, marks the end of a four-
match, 11-day pre- season US tour 
for Real Madrid that included a 3-2 
loss to rival Barcelona in a Clasico 
matchup at Miami. But Howard 
expects Real Madrid to bring their 
best as they prepare for the up-
coming La Liga campaign.

“When you get to play for a 
team like Real Madrid, there’s no 
days off,” Howard said. “There are 
no easy games.

They have a world-class coach 
that they are trying to impress.

“They have got to play well to 
earn a spot coming up for the La 
Liga season. World football is in-
tense and it’s cut- throat. There ar-
en’t any days when guys just take 
it easy.

When you put your jersey on 
and cross the line -- whether it’s 
a tournament, a regular-season 
game, a pre-season game, an All-
Star Game -- these guys are going to 
be up for it.” Colorado Rapids goal-
keeper Howard will start in goal for 
Chicago Fire coach Veljiko Paunovic 
in the mid-season exhibition.

In 2001, Howard represented 
the East in a conference versus 
conference All-Star Game and in 
the following year he was part of 

an MLS All-Star squad that took on 
US national team.

He played against the MLS All-
Stars when he returned with En-
glish Premiership side Everton in 
2009 in the current format that 
pits the All-Stars against top- light 
European competition.

“I’m not sure which one’s bet-
ter,” he said of the various permu-
tations of the All-Star Game he has 
experienced. “But it will be cer-
tainly exciting to play Real Madrid 
-- there’s no question about that.”

The All-Stars feature plenty 
of heavyweights with marquee 
match experience, including World 
Cup winners Bastian Schweinstei-
ger, David Villa and Kaka.

“It’s an honor to play for the 
MLS All-Star team, especially here 
in Chicago,” said the Fire’s Ger-
man import Schweinsteiger, who 

launched his MLS career this sea-
son and will captain the All-Stars 
by popular vote.

“We will look to have a good 
game, to be competitive against 
Real Madrid and if we can win, we 
will go for the match,” Schweinstei-
ger told the Chicago Tribune.

“We know that it is a very 
strong team and that we are play-
ing together for the irst time. It is 
not going to be easy at all, but we 
will try and have a good game and 
enjoy it a little.”

Orlando City’s Brazilian star 
Kaka, who helped Real Madrid to 
the 2011-12 La Liga title, said fac-
ing his former team will be “a very 
emotional experience.”

“I do not know how the game 
will go, but we have a great team 
to play a very even game with Real 
Madrid,” he said.

Real Madrid expected to give
MLS stars intense match

United Zomsa 
trounce 
USFC at MLA 
Challenge Cup 
in Mangan
SUMMIT REPORT
M , 01 A : 

In the second day of the 
ongoing Lachen-Man-

gan MLA Challenge Cup 
football tournament un-
derway here at the Man-
gan public ground, Unit-
ed Zomsa defeated USFC 
3-2. 

The tournament, 
being organized by 
the North District 
Football Association, 
and sponsored by the 
Lachen-Mangan MLA, 
Tshering Wangdi Lep-
cha, has 16 teams partic-
ipating in it. The winning 
team will be awarded 
with Rs 1,20,000 while 
the runners-up receiv-
ing Rs 60,000 along with 
trophies. 

SUMMIT REPORT
M , 01 A :

Singhik Area MLA 
Cup football tour-

nament was officially 
kicked off today at Sin-
ghik School Ground in 
North Sikkim. 

Organized by the Sin-

ghik Football Committee, 
28 teams have registered 
for the tournament. 

In the first match 
played between Sing-
hik and Kazor, the for-
mer emerged victori-
ous 3-2. 

Similarly in the sec-

ond match of the same 
day, Chungthang out-
played Mangan Police 
4-3.  

The winning team of 
the tourney will receive 
a cash prize of Rs 30,000 
while the runners-up will 
receive Rs 20,000.

Area MLA Cup kicks
off at Singhik

“On August 15, we 
will hoist the national 
lag but not observe any 

celebrations. We will 
instead form a human 
chain to highlight the ex-
cesses being meted out 
to people who are de-
manding Gorkhaland,” he 
said.

A one-day hunger 
strike would also be held 
at Jantar Mantar on Au-
gust 4 by the GMCC.

A joint resolution was 
passed by the GMCC after 
the over ive-hour-long 
meeting.

Dewan said a dele-
gation would meet var-
ious Parliamentarians, 
prominent political lead-
ers and other personal-
ities to press forth the 
Gorkhaland demand.

Gorkhaland 
agitation,
strike to 
continue, says
GMCC 
president
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MIZORAM STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR FORTUNE MORNING

Draw No:1 DrawDate on:01/08/17
1st Prize Rs.61 Lakhs/- 90C 46990
    (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 46990 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
02000 17419 20089 27287 59956
72181 79349 79749 80968 89765
3rd Prize  Rs.9000/-
02613 03690 06642 09134 19599
21578 46821 49977 71449 92990
4th Prize Rs.1000/-
0301 1737 1789 1927 3639 6681 6754 8818 9229 9748
5th Prize Rs.500/-
0872 1651 3306 3889 5276 5912 6859 6885 7664 9804
6th Prize Rs.250/-
0133 0141 0208 0250 0274 0316 0341 0452 0509 0623
0708 0791 0830 0894 0992 1277 1293 1340 1642 1768
1920 1966 2003 2225 2272 2355 2484 2506 2554 2566
2713 2772 2802 2959 3141 3178 3185 3197 3204 3346
3601 3609 3731 3787 3910 3952 4083 4388 4495 4519
4756 4780 4796 4887 4915 5056 5183 5305 5352 5453
5504 5518 5569 5583 5818 5844 5908 6014 6076 6182
6290 6300 6606 6648 6761 6806 6836 6888 6984 7079
7113 7122 7273 7408 7421 7603 7616 7739 8238 8258
8406 8446 8532 8695 8761 8846 9113 9413 9518 9596
Issued by: 
The Director, Mizoram State Lotteries,
For results please visit: www.mizoramlotteries.com

SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR SINCERE

Draw No:1 DrawDate on:01/08/17
1st Prize Rs.61 Lakhs/- 82K 67380
    (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 67380 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
00048 15151 18699 24756 44912
47652 51185 66804 74131 79932
3rd Prize  Rs.9000/-
02143 17547 32795 40248 66353
66394 74661 74999 97273 99121
4th Prize Rs.1000/-
0542 0599 0939 1961 2276 2729 6422 7247 7435 8353
5th Prize Rs.500/-
0672 0959 3101 5827 6033 6921 7417 7807 9048 9966
6th Prize Rs.250/-
0099 0127 0157 0269 0401 0531 0581 0590 0609 0765
1106 1124 1140 1150 1316 1406 1426 1703 1799 1857
2032 2042 2154 2168 2261 2281 2334 2626 2701 2753
2825 2886 2905 2989 3107 3170 3215 3216 3360 3376
3424 3445 3468 3565 3569 3669 3829 4035 4056 4227
4252 4280 4401 4638 4674 4708 4751 4813 4816 4840
5211 5348 5408 5454 5652 5689 5723 5907 5927 5943
6034 6269 6432 6658 6858 6882 6932 6964 7092 7280
7407 7455 7516 7525 7643 7654 7742 7769 7948 8176
8263 8616 8646 8748 8821 8885 8960 9297 9480 9940
Issued by:
The Director, Sikkim State Lotteries,Gangtok
please visit: www.sikkimlotteries.com

NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR PARROT EVENING

Draw Time : 8:00 pm onward
Draw No:1 DrawDate on:01/08/17
1st Prize Rs.61 Lakhs/- 96E 46577
     (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 46577 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
01612 05616 19911 42543 47894
62864 70381 86317 88997 90244
3rd Prize  Rs.9000/-
28409 37174 40241 43989 54976
67414 70276 83118 93929 94797
4th Prize Rs.1000/-
0078 1778 3244 5677 6131 6445 6590 8428 9023 9055
5th Prize Rs.500/-
1095 1883 2524 3810 5230 6016 6566 7156 7208 8108
6th Prize Rs.250/-
0079 0110 0138 0150 0297 0380 0396 0473 0561 0576
0614 0632 0741 0977 1059 1062 1124 1216 1375 1435
1532 1598 1710 1730 2004 2029 2051 2065 2092 2349
2458 2475 2665 2700 2764 2794 2796 2808 2990 2993
3014 3137 3172 3226 3359 3902 4065 4132 4249 4253
4282 4791 5036 5117 5176 5187 5272 5301 5331 5656
5695 5783 6323 6360 6473 6502 6504 6508 6792 6845
6881 6904 6934 6985 7015 7109 7128 7172 7373 7519
7761 7828 8010 8067 8277 8515 8523 8568 8710 8807
8976 9174 9284 9408 9630 9704 9720 9742 9744 9838
Issued by:
The Director,Nagaland State Lotteries,Kohima,Nagaland
For Result,Please Visit : www.nagalandlotteries.com
KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE

LALIT K JHA 
W , A  1 
(PTI): White House com-
munications director 
Anthony Scaramucci has 
been ired by President 
Donald Trump after just 
10 days in the job, re-
lecting the chaos in his 

administration.
Scaramucci, 53, who 

was appointed as the 
White House Director of 
Communications only 10 
days ago and was report-
ing directly to the presi-
dent, was in the news for 
the past few days, espe-
cially for the “unparlia-
mentary” language used 

by him against his White 
House colleagues.

In an interview 
last week, the former 
Wall Street inancier 
used unparliamentary 
language against his 
White House colleagues 
and threatened to ire 

everyone from the 
White House who leaked 
information.

“The President cer-
tainly felt that Anthony’s 
comments were inappro-
priate for a person in that 
position,” White House 
Press Secretary Sarah 

Sanders told reporters at 
her daily news conference.

Scaramucci was ired 
hours after John Kel-
ly, 67, a retired marine 
general, took over as the 
new White House chief 
of staff, replacing Reince 
Priebus who was ired 
after continued feud 
among the senior White 
House staffers came out 
in the open.

In the last 10 days, 
Trump has ired three of 
his top of icials. It irst 
began with his Press 
Secretary Sean Spicer, 
followed by Priebus 
and now Scaramucci, 

who probably had the 
shortest stint as the 
White House Director of 
Communications.

In a post to Twit-
ter, Trump insisted that 
there had been “No WH 
chaos!” 

Sanders said Trump 
has given full authority to 
Kelly, and he’ll make de-
terminations inside the 
White House.

“General Kelly I think 
will bring new structure 
to the White House and 
discipline and strength. 
We are all really excited 
to work with him,” she 
said.

White House Communications Director Scaramucci ired

The US has hit Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro with inancial sanctions following a controversial election to rewrite the con-
stitution and give his ruling party virtually unlimited power. In a statement, US treasury secretary Steven Mnuchin described the 

election as “illegitimate” and said it was proof that Mr Maduro is a “dictator who disregards the will of the Venezuelan people”. No 
oil-related measures were mentioned in the announcement, but Mr Mnuchin said the US would “monitor the situation” to consider 
additional sanctions against the country. The current sanctions will freeze all of Mr Maduro’s assets in US jurisdiction, and Americans 
are barred from doing business with the leader. In response, Mr Maduro said the move showed Donald Trump’s “desperation and hate”.

L  A , A  1 (PTI): 
Climate change has caused 
more than 59,000 farmer 
suicides in India over the last 
30 years, a study has found, 
warning that suicide rate 
across the country will in-
crease substantially as global 
temperatures rise.

The indings by research-
ers at University of California, 
Berkeley in the US suggest 
failing harvests that push 
farmers into poverty are like-
ly the key culprits. Research-
ers found that temperature 
increase of just one degree 
for a day during the agricul-
tural growing season leads to 
roughly 65 suicides across the 
country, whenever that day’s 
temperature is above 20 de-
grees Celsius.

Temperature rise of ive 
degrees Celsius a day has ive 
times that effect, researchers 
said.

“It was both shocking and 

heartbreaking to see that 
thousands of people face 
such bleak conditions 
that they are driven to 
harm themselves,” said 
Tamma Carleton, re-
searcher at UC Berkeley.

“But learning that the 
desperation is econom-
ic means that we can do 
something about this. 
The right policies could 
save thousands,” said 
Carleton.

While high tempera-
tures and low rainfall 
during the growing 
season substantially 
impact annual suicide 
rates, similar events have no 
effect on suicide rates during 
the off-season, when few 
crops are grown, implicat-
ing agriculture as the critical 
link.

The study, published in 
the journal Proceedings of the 
National Academy of Scienc-

es, helps explain India’s evolv-
ing suicide epidemic, where 
suicide rates have nearly 
doubled since 1980 and claim 
more than 130,000 lives each 
year. The results indicate that 
seven per cent of this upward 
trend can be attributed to 
warming that has been linked 
to human activity, they said.

More than 75 per cent of 
the world’s suicides are be-
lieved to occur in developing 
countries, with one- ifth of 
those in India alone, research-
ers said. However, there has 
been little hard evidence to 
help explain why poor popu-
lations are so at risk.

The study demonstrates 

that warming - forecast 
to reach three degrees 
Celsius by 2050 - is al-
ready taking a toll on In-
dian society. Researchers 
projected that the sui-
cide rate will only rise as 
temperatures continue 
to warm.

Debate about solu-
tions to the country’s 
high and rising suicide 
rate is contentious and 
has centred around low-
ering economic risks for 
farmers. In response, the 
Indian government es-
tablished a USD 1.3 bil-
lion crop insurance plan 

aimed at reducing the suicide 
rate but it is unknown if that 
will be suf icient or effective, 
researchers said.

More than half of India’s 
working population is em-
ployed in rain-dependent ag-
riculture, long known to be 
sensitive to climate luctua-

tions such as unpredictable 
monsoon rains, scorching 
heat waves, and drought. A 
third of India’s workers al-
ready earn below the interna-
tional poverty line.

Carleton tested the links 
between climate change, 
crop yields and suicide by 
pairing the numbers for In-
dia’s reported suicides in 
each of its 32 states between 
1967 and 2013, using data 
from the Indian National 
Crime Records Bureau, along 
with statistics on India’s 
crop yields, and high-resolu-
tion climate data.

To isolate the types of 
climate shocks that dam-
age crops, Carleton focused 
on temperature and rainfall 
during June through Septem-
ber, a critical period for crop 
productivity that is based on 
the average arrival and depar-
ture dates of India’s summer 
monsoon.

Climate change behind 59,000 farmer suicides in India: study

B , A  1 (PTI): 
China is constructing a 
12-km-long high-speed 
train tunnel through one 
of the portions of its icon-
ic Great Wall to connect 
Zhangjiakou city which is 
due to co-host 2022 win-
ter Olympics along with 
Beijing.

It took the Chinese 
engineers months to cho-
reograph the best inter-
section point. In the end, 
the tunnel, deep below 
the Badaling section of 
the Great Wall, passed 
experts’ appraisal, state-
run People’s Daily re-
ported.

The line is designed 
for trains traveling up to 
350 km per hour, which 
is expected to shorten the 
single-journey time from 
more than 3 hours to ap-
proximately one hour. 
The line is estimated to be 
completed in 2019.

The depth of the tun-
nel will range from four 
meters to 432 meters. 
Now, people are hold-
ing their breath on the 
completion of the tunnel 
while ensuring that the 
Great Wall is not dam-
aged in the process, the 
Global Times reported.

Luo Duhao, chief 
engineer of the Bei-
jing-Zhangjiakou High-
Speed Railway Line, be-
ing built by China Railway 
Number 5 Engineering 
Group Co said the frim 
will employ “precision 
micro-blasting” technol-
ogy, which has a velocity 
of 0.2 cm per second and 

is able to make the trem-
or weaker than the tra-
ditional irepower blasts 
that have a velocity of 5 
cm per second.

Luo told the Global 
Times that the new tech-
nology will ensure that 
the Great Wall will not be 
affected by the blasts, as 
they will be barely felt.

“The new technology 
causes little damage to the 
geological environment, 
which will help protect 
the Great Wall,” Dai Long-
zhen, deputy manager of 
the Beijing-Zhangjiakou 
High-Speed Railway Line, 
told the Global Times.

Zhang Xuehua, a blast 
expert at the construction 
site, told the People’s Dai-
ly that the construction 
of the tunnel has com-
pleted 4,500 blasts since 
early February this year. 
In the middle of the tun-
nel, workers will build a 
spacious and well-dec-
orated station right un-
der the Great Wall, with 
a record-breaking con-
struction space of 36,000 
square meters, the Xinhua 
News Agency reported.

The station will be 
102 meters below the 
surface of the Badaling 
Great Wall. Dai said the 
construction area and 
the depth of the station is 
“record-breaking.” 

He said that because 
the station is built under-
ground, it will cause less 
damage to the plantation, 
and it also demonstrates 
China’s top-notch railway 
construction capabilities.

China building
high-speed rail tunnel

below Great Wall

India, China 
home to 39% 
of young 
Internet users: 
UN report
U  N , A  1 
(PTI): India and China 
are home to 39 per cent 
of the 830 million young 
people worldwide who 
use the Internet, accord-
ing to a UN report.

The data released by 
the International Tele-
communication Union 
(ITU), the United Nations 
specialised agency for 
Information and Com-
munication Technologies 
(ICTs), shows that of the 
830 million young people 
online worldwide, 320 
million, or 39 per cent, 
are in China and India.

The ITU’s ICT Facts and 
Figures 2017 also shows 
a signi icant increase in 
broadband access and sub-
scriptions with China lead-
ing the way.

The ICT data shows 
that youths (15-24 years 
old) are at the forefront 
of Internet adoption. In 
Least Developed Countries 
(LDCs), up to 35 per cent 
of individuals using the 
Internet are aged 15-24, 
compared with 13 per cent 
in developed countries and 
23 per cent globally.

“ITU’s ICT Facts and 
Figures 2017 shows that 
great strides are being 
made in expanding In-
ternet access through 
the increased availability 
of broadband networks. 
Digital connectivity plays 
a critical role in bettering 
lives, as it opens the door 
to unprecedented knowl-
edge, employment and i-
nancial opportunities for 
billions of people world-
wide,” said ITU Secre-
tary-General Houlin Zhao.

The report adds that 
mobile broadband sub-
scriptions have grown 
more than 20 per cent 
annually in the last ive 
years and are expected to 
reach 4.3 billion globally 
by the end of 2017.

Between 2012 and 
2017, LDCs saw the 
highest growth-rate of 
mobile broadband sub-
scriptions. Despite this, 
the number of mobile 
subscriptions per 100 
inhabitants in LDCs is 
the lowest globally at 23 
per cent. The number of 
ixed-broadband sub-

scriptions has increased 
by 9 per cent annually in 
the last ive years with up 
to 330 million subscrip-
tions added. There has 
been an increase in high-
speed ixed broadband 
subscriptions parallel to 
the growth in the num-
ber of ibre connections.

I , A  1 
(PTI): Pakistan’s law-
makers are all set to elect 
a new prime minister 
today to replace ousted 
premier Nawaz Shar-
if, with the ruling party 
stalwart Shahid Khaqan 
Abbasi expected to be-
come interim leader.

The Supreme Court 
on Friday disquali ied 
67-year-old Prime Minis-
ter Nawaz Sharif for dis-
honesty and ruled that 
corruption cases be iled 
against him and his chil-
dren over the Panama Pa-
pers scandal, forcing him 
to resign.

The National As-
sembly, lower house of 
parliament, has been 
summoned by President 
Mamnon Hussain today 
to elect the new leader of 

the house. Pakistan has 
seen such arrangements 
in the past too. During 
former military dictator 
Gen Pervez Musharraf s 
time, politician Chaudhry 
Shujaat Hussain was 
appointed as an inter-
im prime minister until 
Shaukat Aziz, who was 
nominated by Musharraf, 
got elected by the ruling 
Pakistan Muslim League 
Quaid-e-Azam (PMLQ).

At least ive can-
didates of opposition 
parties are contesting 
against Abbasi as opposi-
tion leader failed to agree 
on a single candidate. 
Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf 
(PTI) put forward Awa-
mi Muslim League (AML) 
leader Sheikh Rashid’s 
name for the post of 
prime minister.

Pak parliament to
elect new PM
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EtCETERA

A R C T I C   C I R C L E  - HALLATT

B A B Y   B L U E S  - KIRKMAN & SCOTT

L O C K H O R N S  - HOEST & REINER

ARIES: Be brazen and bold in your 
actions today, Aries. This may be a 
hard direction for you at fi rst, but it’s 
the most eff ective way to get where 
you need to go. Unexpected ripples 
of emotion may cause you to go in 
an unconventional direction. Let 
yourself fl ow freely. This is an im-
portant time to get up and moving in 
response to these powerful emotions.  
TAURUS: The name of the game for 
you today is emotional freedom, Tau-
rus. Your senses are heightened and 
the smallest things capture your eye. 
Don’t delay your response to these 
events, whether they’re big or small. 
Even the smallest event may blossom 
into a new world of people and situa-
tions. Let your creativity explode into 

every part of your being.    
GEMINI: This is no time to be a 
stick in the mud, Gemini. Don’t be 
the weak link in the chain. The en-
ergy of the day is “get up and go.” 
So either lead, follow, or get out of 
the way. There are no excuses for 
backing down. When opportunity 
knocks, you need to be ready with 
your bags packed. Your emotions 
could lead you down new and unex-
pected paths.  
CANCER: Set aside some time to-
day explicitly for you, Cancer. Un-
expected events are likely to pop up 
and cause a stir in your emotions. 
Giving yourself personal space to 
digest and deal with these events 
will help keep you from suppressing 

your reaction to them. Make sure 
you have your internal maelstrom of 
thoughts settled before you get tan-
gled up in others’ aff airs.   
LEO: Try not to be so serious and 
intense today, Leo. Walk with a 
lighter step and don’t feel like you 
always need to be in control of ev-
ery single thing you contact. Take 
on an attitude of going with the fl ow 
and you will be right in the place 
you need to be. Extreme actions 
will lead to extreme consequences. 
There’s no need for that sort of be-
havior on a day like this.  
VIRGO: Don’t miss any opportu-
nities today, Virgo. No matter how 
tired you may be, this isn’t the time 
to rest. This is one of those days in 

which it’s simply easier to be you. 
There’s no need to shy away or hide 
your true desires. Say what you want 
and you’ll get it. There’s no reason 
to beat around the bush. Keep in 
mind that unexpected energies will 
get thrown into the mix.   
LIBRA: Your plans may be up-
ended today, Libra, but this doesn’t 
mean that you should give up hope 
in any way. Sometimes it’s neces-
sary to let go of control and simply 
let things happen as they will. Adopt 
a spirit of adventure and take risks 
that you normally may not want to 
take. There is a distinct advantage 
in spontaneity and working harmo-
niously with the unexpected events 
that are bound to occur.  

SCORPIO: Today is one of those 
days in which you have a terrifi c 
opportunity to break free of normal, 
everyday life, Scorpio. Don’t feel 
badly if you don’t know exactly 
which way to go. Follow your gut 
feeling. Whichever way you decide 
to go will probably be right. Your 
forceful, erratic approach may actu-
ally be the perfect method to use in 
order to get exactly where you need 
to be.  
SAGITTARIUS: Sometimes your 
daydreaming leads you way out of 
your body and into a place well be-
yond time and space, Sagittarius. 
Your romantic nature wants to escape 
and never touch back down to the 
real world. Take a giant step toward 

that which tickles your fancy. Take 
the loftier approach and encourage 
others to share your dreams instead 
of letting them weigh you down. 
CAPRICORN: Generally speaking, 
today should be a good day for you, 
Capricorn. You should have no prob-
lem setting a fast-paced tone for the 
day and sticking to it. There are op-
portunities in the strange and bizarre. 
Don’t limit yourself by thinking nar-
rowly. Let the electricity of the day 
lighten the atmosphere and give your 
attitude the jolt it needs to get back on 
track. Be open to new ideas.        
AQUARIUS: Things may be mov-
ing a bit too quickly for your liking 
today, Aquarius. Make sure you 
continue at your own pace so you 

don’t get pushed into something you 
don’t want to do. Eliminate all fear 
from your being. The more recep-
tive and accepting you are, the more 
opportunities will come your way. 
Have faith in yourself and your ac-
tions by not falling prey to whatever 
the crowd is doing.  
PISCES: There are several oppor-
tunities open now that weren’t there 
before. The key is to take advantage 
of them. Find freedom in the strange 
and new. Be a pioneer today and 
venture into the unknown. This is a 
day to expand and reach new heights 
by having more confi dence in your 
abilities. Things will get stale and 
boring if you keep doing the same 
things over and over.
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02ND AUGUST
WORLD HISTORY
1589: Henry III, King of France, 
was assassinated by a Jacobin 
monk, Jacques Clement. Last of 
the House of Valois, he named 
Henry, King of Navarre, to suc-
ceed him. 
1790: The enumeration for the 
irst United States census began; 

the inal total was 3,929,214.
1802: Napoleon Bonaparte was 
proclaimed “Consul for Life” by 
the French Senate after a plebi-
scite from the French people. 
1917: Royal Naval Air Service 
of icer E.H. Dunning became the 
irst pilot to land on the deck of 

a moving ship. He performed the 
tricky maneuver by lying his Sop-
with Pup alongside the HMS Furi-
ous as it steamed at high speed 
into the wind, then side-slipping 
inward to the deck.
1923: The 29th president of 
the United States, Warren G. 
Harding, died in San Francisco 
at the Palace Hotel of a “stroke 
of apoplexy.” 

1945: President Truman, Sovi-
et leader Josef Stalin and British 
Prime Minister Clement Attlee con-
cluded the Potsdam conference.
INDIAN HISTORY
1763: After the capture of Mur-
shidabad, the British troops 
fought with Mir Kasim at Giria. 
Mir Kasim was defeated again.
1858: The Parliament passed a 
bill to take over the administra-
tion of India from the East Indian 
Company by the British Crown. 
The title of Viceroy was intro-
duced for the supreme represen-
tation of the British Government 
in India.
1970: India’s irst woman career 
diplomat, Muthamma Chohivia 
Beliappa was appointed as the 
Ambassador to Hungary. 
1999: The Brahmaputra Mail col-
lided head-on with Awadh-Assam 
Express at full speed at Ghaisal 
while running on the same line in 
the opposite direction.

Dr. RAJEN UPADHYAY
Assistant Professor in History, 

Namchi Govt. College

HUGH JACKMAN: Run, Hugh, run! The actor is seen en-
joying his vacation at Bondi Beach in Australia.

Hackers have come for 
HBO.

The cable network is the 
latest entertainment com-
pany to ind themselves the 
target of major cyber attack, 
with upcoming episodes 
and scripts from a handful 
of their shows showing up 
online courte-
sy of hackers 
who’ve found a 
way to breach 
the company’s 
systems.

H a c k e r s 
claim to have stolen 1.5 tera-
bytes of proprietary data 
from HBO. Already, upcom-
ing episodes of both Ballers 
and Room 104 have surfaced, 
as well as a script that is pur-
portedly from next week’s 
episode of Game of Thrones, 
with the threat that more is 
“coming soon.” 

“HBO recently experi-
enced a cyber incident, which 
resulted in the compromise 

of proprietary information,” 
the network con irmed. We 
immediately began investi-
gating the incident and are 
working with law enforce-
ment and outside cyber secu-
rity irms. Data protection is 
a top priority at HBO, and we 
take seriously our responsi-

bility to pro-
tect the data 
we hold.”

HBO chair-
man and CEO 
Richard Pleper 
sent an email 

to his employees on Monday 
morning, alerting them of the 
security breach. “As most of 
you have probably heard by 
now, there has been a cyber 
incident directed at the com-
pany which has resulted in 
some stolen proprietary in-
formation, including some of 
our programming,” he wrote. 
“Any intrusion of this nature 
is obviously disruptive, un-
settling, and disturbing for 
all of us. I can assure you 
that senior leadership and 
our extraordinary technolo-
gy team, along with outside 
experts, is working round 
the clock to protect our col-
lective interests. The efforts 
across multiple departments 
have been nothing short of 
herculean. It is a textbook 
example of quintessential 
HBO teamwork. The problem 
before us is unfortunately all 
too familiar in the world we 
now ind ourselves a part of. 
As has been the case with any 
challenge we have ever faced, 
I have absolutely no doubt 
that we will navigate our way 
through this successfully.”

The anonymous hack-
ers first made their attack 

GAME OF THRONES LEAKS BEGIN AS HACKERS HIT
HBO WITH MAJOR CYBER ATTACK

known on Sunday by email-
ing a handful of reporters: 
“Hi to all mankind. The 
greatest leak of cyber space 
era is happening. What’s 
its name? Oh I forget to 
tell. Its HBO and Game of 
Thrones……!!!!!! You are 
lucky to be the first pio-
neers to witness and down-
load the leak. Enjoy it & 
spread the words. Whoever 
spreads well, we will have 
an interview with him. HBO 
is falling.” Whether or not 
the hackers managed to ob-
tain any actual footage from 

GoT remains to be seen.
Since its inception, HBO 

has struggled to keep Game of 
Thrones content from being 
illegally distributed—espe-
cially before it airs. The show 
ranked as the most pirated 
TV series every year, and 
during season ive, the irst 
four episodes were leaked 
online before the season had 
even premiered once review 
DVDs were sent out to press 
and industry insiders. After 
that, no advance screeners of 
Game of Thrones have ever 
been sent again.

William Golding’s Lord of 
the Flies…begins when 

a group of English schoolboys 
are stranded on a deserted is-
land in the Paci ic. A terrible 
storm causes their doomed 
plane to crash and with no 
adult supervision, the boys 
run wild. Initially, they elect 
a chief and call group meet-
ings to discuss important 
things to do such as building 
shelters and maintaining a 
signal ire. However, as the 
boys bask in the joy of their 
new found freedom and ind 
no limits to hold them back 
or adults to punish them 
for misbehaving, they begin 
their fall from the heights of 
civilization and order to the 
depths of chaos.

Written after World War 
II, Golding portrays his views 

on society through symbolism 
and themes in the novel. One 
of the themes explores the na-
ture of evil. The boys become 
very afraid of a beast that they 
are sure exists on the island. 
One of the boys, Simon, how-

ever, suggests that perhaps 
the evil is within them and not 
in the form of a beast. As the 
boys become more malicious 
in their acts toward each oth-
er, they undergo a terrible 
experience in which they lose 
their childhood innocence. 
They are no longer the good 
little boys who arrived on the 
island. Golding also makes a 
point about civilization and 
savagery. Towards the end 
of the novel, the boys signify 
that they have left civilization 
behind by smearing blood on 
their faces as war paint and 
making animal sacri ices. In 
addition to themes, symbols 
are widely used in the novel. 
The boys use a conch to call 
group meetings where each 
boy can voice his own opin-
ion without interruption. The 

shattering of the conch sig-
ni ies that the boys have lost 
their last shred of civility. By 
using symbols and themes to 
express his ideas, Golding has 
created a spectacular novel…
By presenting the readers 
with these characters, Gold-
ing enhances his work sig-
ni icantly.

Lord of the Flies is a stun-
ning book that you should 
de initely read. All the ele-
ments of the novel hold the 
reader in a tight grasp all the 
way to the end. The themes 
and symbols are delightful 
to contemplate and certainly 
open one’s mind. Golding’s 
characters are very realistic 
and easy to believe. Read-
ers aged thirteen and older 
should read this novel by all 
means.

BOOK OF THE DAY

Lord of  the Flies by William Golding

PRIYANKA CHOPRA 
TO TURN PRODUCER 
WITH A HOLLYWOOD 
SITCOM ON MADHURI 
DIXIT’S LIFE

Sri Rao, an American screenwriter had 
always dreamt of writing for a Bolly-

wood project. He got his irst break with 
the English TV series, What Goes On, in 
2007.

Sri Rao wrote a comedy show in-
spired by Madhuri Dixit and her life in 
the US post marriage which he took to 

Priyanka Chopra, who was looking for 
good scripts to produce. And that’s how 
collaboration happened between the 

two.
“It’s unchartered territory for me 

but I’m happy I’ve taken another step in 
my creative journey as a producer.” Pri-
yanka said. 

“It’s a fun concept and will be shot 
as a single-camera sitcom which will 
blend comedic and dramatic elements. 
I’ve only just begun developing the pilot 
but am rolling up my sleeves and getting 
to work,” She recently completed her 
second Hollywood ilm, in which she 
plays a single mom and she is current-
ly shooting her third Hollywood movie 
with Rebel Wilson, Liam Hemsworth 
and Adam DeVine. 


