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Dickhu HEP developer finally holds
awareness sessions on water release protocol
and advance warning systems

WANGCHUK BHUTIA
DIKCHU, 11 JuN:
Aseries of  public

awareness sessions
on disaster management
and the process of re-
lease of water from the
reservoir of the Dikchu
hydel project was held
by Sneha Kinetic Power
Project Ltd. along areas
downstream from the
dam site.

SKPPL, it may be re-
called, has constructed
and manages the 96 MW
Dikchu  Hydro-Electric
Project here and was re-
cently in the news when,
despite having being
commissioned in March
earlier this year, it still
has no warning systems
in place to alert people
downstream.

After a group of peo-
ple were nearly washed
away by unannounced
release of water from the

reservoir recently, the
High Court had stepped
in with a suo moto PIL
and directed that proper
warning systems be put
in place.

In follow-up, aware-
ness sessions were held
at various places on safe-
ty measure and water
releasing protocol from

sions were held
at Dikchu Senior
Secondary School,
Lower Rakdong,
Dikchu Bazar and
the Dikchu Naya
Bazar. Similar ses-
sions were held for
the people of Ling-
dok and 9th Mile
on 10 June, Satr-
day. The aware-
ness was conduct-
ed by the SKPPL
officials who also
undertook door-
to-door visits to

the reservoir especially
for people living down-
stream of the HEP below
Lingdok where the reser-
voir of the said project is
located.

A stretch of 6kms
from the confluence of
Ratey Chu and the Bak-
cha Chu below Lingdok
9th Mile where the dam

of the said project is
located, and the power
house complex located
at Dikchu Bazar comes
under sway of sud-
den rise in water level
when the sluice gates
at the dam are raised
to drain overflow from
the reservoir.

The awareness ses-

ensure that the
word got out.

The people were ad-
vised not visit the riv-
erside and remain alert
for the sound of sirens
which will be blared be-
fore water was released.
This, it may be recalled, is
the first time that such an
effort has been made by
SKPPL.

Sushma Swaraj flags
off Kailash Mansarovar
yatra 2017

NEw DELH], JuN 11 (PTI):
External Affairs Minis-
ter Sushma Swaraj today
flagged off the first batch
of pilgrims bound for the
annual Kailash Mansaro-
var yatra for this year.

Swaraj told the pilgrims
to take care to not “sully” the
route leading up to Kailash
Mansarovar during thAe holy journey.

“The reverence we have for Lord
Shiva, we should have similar respect
for his abode. Therefore, please do not
sully the road that will lead you to Lord
Shiva,” she told the pilgrims at the Jawa-
harlal Nehru Bhawan here.

A total of 1,430 devotees will un-
dertake the pilgrimage in 25 batches
this year. Eighteen batches, each com-
prising around 60 pilgrims, will visit
Kailash Mansoravar through the more
arduous Lipulekh Pass route, while sev-
en batches with 50 pilgrims each will
take the newly-opened Nathu La route
through Sikkim.

The yatra will continue for the next
four months.

The MEA had received 4,442 appli-

cations this year compared
to last year’s 2,600. The
pilgrims were shortlisted
through a computerised
draw of lots. “In this first
batch, we had selected 60
people but two of them
couldn’t clear their medical
test and hence 58 people
will go in the first batch,”
she said.

Swaraj said the Indian government
was making constant efforts and im-
provements to make the journey more
convenient for the pilgrims.

“But it is a gradual process and we
are doing a bit more every year,” she
said. Swaraj, who underwent a kidney
transplant in December last year, asked
the pilgrims to seek blessings on her
behalf as well.

“Iunderwent the operation but by
God’s grace I could recuperate with-
in months. Since you all are going to
seek blessings of Lord Shiva, I'd re-
quest you to seek some blessings for
me too as | myself haven’t gone to
Kailash Mansarovar, ever, and am not
sure if I ever will,” she said.

GST
Council
lowers tax
rates for
66 items

NEw DELHI, Jun 11
(PTI): Tax rates on cer-
tain Kkitchen items like
pickles and mustard
sauce, as well as movie
tickets costing up to Rs
100 have been lowered
as the Centre and states
today reduced levies on
66 items.

Movie tickets costing
Rs 100 and below will
now attract 18 per cent
tax, as against 28 per
cent proposed earlier,
while those above Rs 100
will continue to attract
28 per cent GST.

Kitchen use items
like pickles, mustard
sauce and morabba
will attract 12 per cent
GST, as against 18 per
cent proposed earlier.
Also, tax rates on ca-
shew nuts have been
cut to 5 per cent from
12 per cent.

The GST Council
also decided that trad-
ers, manufacturers
and restaurant owners
with turnover of up to
Rs 75 lakh can opt for
a composition scheme
and pay taxes at the
rate of 1, 2, and 5 per
cent respectively.

Darj hills brace for fresh Mamata-GJM face-off

ISL to unveil two new

DARJEELING, JUuN 11 (PTI): The
verdant Darjeeling hills today
braced for a fresh confrontation
between the Mamata Banerjee
government and the influential
Gorkha Janmukti Morcha (GJM)
which has called an indefinite
shutdown of government offices
from Monday and renewed the
demand for Gorkhaland.

GJM president Bimal Gurung
has asked tourists to leave the hills
because of the possibility of occur-
rence of “untoward” incidents.

The GJM, an ally of the Cen-
tre’s ruling NDA, has called an
indefinite shutdown of state
government and Gorkhaland
Territorial Administration
(GTA) offices, but kept educa-
tional institutions, transport
and hotels out of its purview.
The GJM, which heads the GTA,
has also issued a diktat to banks
to open only twice a week.

The Trinamool Congress gov-

ernment, on its part, ordered all
its employees and those of the in-
stitutions receiving grants-in-aid
from it to attend office on all days
till the agitation continues, warn-
ing that absence from duty will
be considered a break in service.

“All state government offic-
es in Darjeeling and Kalimpong
districts will remain open and
all employees should report for
duty on each day till such bandh
is not withdrawn,” a government

notification said.

“Any absence will be consid-
ered as a break in service and no
salary will be admissible unless
covered by reasonable grounds,”
the notification said.

The GJM had on Friday
called a 12-hour bandh in the
hills against the Mamata Ba-
nerjee government’s decision
to introduce Bengali language
in schools in the hills, a day af-
ter Darjeeling, the picturesque

north Bengal town known the
world over for its tea industry,
witnessed large-scale violence.

A day before, GJM supporters
and workers had clashed with
the police and set ablaze sever-
al government vehicles during
widespread protests over intro-
duction of Bengali language in
schools in the hills.

Army had to be called out to
stage flag marches in Darjeeling,
Kalimpong and Kurseong to re-
store peace.

The sensitive language issue
provided the spark which reig-
nited the demand for a separate
state of Gorkhaland.

“The government has en-
croached on our identity, our
language Nepali. We will never
tolerate it,” Gurung said, adding
“we are ready to court arrest, we
will have to go to jail for the sake
of the agitation.”

turn to pg02

teams on Monday

MuMmBaAl, JuN 11 (PTI):
The Indian Super League
(ISL) organisers will un-
veil two new teams on
Monday, and they will be
part of the 2017-18 sea-
son and beyond.

Football Sports De-
velopment Limited
(FSDL), organisers of the
Indian Super League, will
announce the winning
bids for the new teams.

The winning bidders
will be enrolled and
awarded the right to par-
ticipate in the ISL start-
ing from the upcoming
season.

An independent pan-
el conducted the tender
process, which com-
menced from May 12,
2017 through ‘Invitation
To Bid’ (ITB) and evalu-

ated the bids to maintain
an open and transparent
process.

Consulting firm E&Y
is expected to complete
by Sunday the evaluation
for all the bids received
during the ITB procedure
and present its results on
Monday.

The bids were invited
from prospective team
owners in 10- Ahmed-
abad, Bengaluru, Cuttack,
Durgapur,  Hyderabad,
Jamshedpur, Kolkata,
Ranchi, Siliguri and Thi-
ruvananthapuram.

As per the timelines
declared in ITB and to
maintain the transparen-
cy in the process, the or-
ganisers closed the win-
dow for bid submission
on May 25.

Pax :10)!) 2271-2181
E-muil ; chtizenkokata@gmail com

Are unhealthy diets fuelled by the great Green Revolution?

PALLAVA BAGLA

NEw DELH], JuN 11 (PTI): A recent
study suggesting that the poor are
increasingly falling prey to diabe-
tes is alarming since it is this class
of people who cannot afford quali-
ty treatment and really depend on
public distribution system through
ration shops.

With the ration shops mostly dis-
tributing rice and wheat, these high
carbohydrate cereals are propelling
anew and very worrying wave of di-
abetes in the country.

The linkage to the Green Revo-
lution, unhealthy diet is only begin-
ning to be understood.

India is considered the diabetes
capital of the world with about 70 mil-
lion already afflicted by this disease.

But what is most worrying is that
till now diabetes was considered to
be a disease of the more affluent but
a new paper in The Lancet Diabetes
& Endocrinology says that India’s
diabetes epidemic is shifting and is
likely to disproportionately affect
economically disadvantaged groups.

The researchers say the findings

should cause concern in a country
where most treatment costs are paid
out-of-pocket by patients, and high-
light the urgent need for effective
prevention measures.

“This trend is a matter of great
concern because it suggests that
the diabetes epidemic is spreading
to individuals who can least afford
to pay for its management,” said R
M Anjana, lead author of the study,
Vice-President, Madras Diabetes Re-
search Foundation.

The Indian Council of Medical
Research - India Diabetes (ICMR-IN-
DIAB) study is the largest nationally
representative study of diabetes in
India and includes data from 57,000
people across 15 states.

Jitendra Singh, Minister of State
in the Prime Minister’s Office and
also a diabetologist, says “every third
or fourth patient visiting a hospital
or healthcare centre for any clinical
complaint happens to be a diabetic”.

He adds that with India today
comprising nearly 70 per cent of
population which is below 40 years
of age and at the same time, the rap-

idly spreading diabetes in young
poses a huge challenge.

The genesis of the unfolding di-
abetes epidemic has its roots in the
way the country has progressed a
food starved country has become a
food surplus country and this hap-
pened due to great strides made by
the Green Revolution.

But the Green Revolution accelerat-
ed growth only for the wheat and rice
crops. It is these high glycaemic value
cereals that then became the backbone
of the Public Distribution System, as a
consequence over the last few decades
a whole generation of Indians has
grown up eating rice and wheat as the
primary sources of energy.

In traditional Indian eating hab-
its, what are unfortunately dubbed
coarse, cereals had a preponderance.

Millets, jowar, sorghum, red rice,
brown rice were the preferred foods
but when the PDS flooded the market
with cheap polished rice and wheat,
not only did these healthier cereals
slowly die out but they even became
un-remunerative for the farmers.
This vicious cycle is today fuelling an

unfolding cyclone of diabetes.

Anjana says “unhealthy diet and
physical in-activity alone contribute
to half of the diabetes epidemic and
to add to that the adoption of a west-
ernised diet is accelerating the dia-
betes problem.”

Junk and fast food are now available
in most urban slums and villages, piz-
zas, chowmein and momos are today
common place on roadside eateries.

Anjana says “industrialisation,
mechanisation, urbanisation and
globalisation are all contributing to
the diabetes bomb that is waiting to
explode.”

According to the new study, the
prevalence of diabetes across the
five states they analysed was 7.3
per cent and rates varied from 4.3
per cent in Bihar to 13.6 per cent in
Chandigarh.

Almost half of the people in the
study did not know they had diabe-
tes until they were tested.

On average, diabetes was twice
as common in urban areas (11.2 per
cent) compared to rural areas (5.2
per cent).
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Overall, diabetes was more com-
mon among people with higher so-
cio-economic status, compared to
people with low socio-economic sta-
tus. However, in urban areas in seven
states - most of which rank among
the more economically advanced
states - diabetes was higher among
people from low socio- economic
status.

For example, in urban areas of
Chandigarh, the rate of diabetes was
26.9 per cent for among people from
low socio- economic background,
compared to 12.9 per cent for peo-
ple from high socio-economic back-
grounds.

The changing lifestyle of Indians
is making them move away from tra-
ditional healthy foods as Anjana says
“the availability, accessibility and af-
fordability of junk food is the biggest
problem for India”.

Fortunately, Anjana says, all of
this can be reversed with the right
kind of awareness and by making
fruits, vegetables and healthy cere-
als all being made available in ration
shops.
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Madhesi

party
announces

fresh anti-
election
protests

KATrHMANDU, Jun 11
(PTI): A key Madhesi
party in Nepal today an-
nounced fresh protests
to disrupt the second
phase of local polls after
it failed to reach a con-
sensus with the govern-
ment of Prime Minister
Sher Bahadur Deuba
over an amendment to
new Constitution.

A meeting was held
at the Singha Durbar
secretariat between Ne-
pal’s ruling coalition and
representatives of Ras-
triya Janata Party-Nepal
(RJP-N) to bring all dis-
gruntled parties on board
for the second phase of
local level elections.

During the meet-
ing, the government ex-
pressed commitment
to immediately amend
necessary rules and reg-
ulations.

However, the party
refused to participate in
the polls slated for June
28, saying the ruling par-
ties did not address their
key demands.

Talking to reporters
after the meeting, senior
leader of the Nepali Con-
gress Ram Chandra Pau-
del said: “An understand-
ing has been reached
to amend some laws to
create environment con-
ducive to bring the RJP-N
on board the elections”.

Anil Jha, a leader of
the RJP-N said that they
would not participate
in the elections until an
amendment was made to
the constitution.

Prime Minister and
Nepali Congress Presi-
dent Deuba, Deputy Prime
Ministers Bijay Kumar
Gachchhadar and Krish-
na Bahadur Mahara also
attended today’s meeting.

Some Madhes-centric
parties have opposed the
elections until the Consti-
tution is amended to ac-
commodate their views:
more representation in
parliament and redrawing
of provincial boundaries.

Monsoon making steady advance, expect
a ‘good week’ ahead: IMD

MET OFFICE
PREDICTS HEAVY
RAINS IN SIKKIM
OVER NEXT FEW DAYS

NEw DELHI, JuN 11 (PTI): The
southwest monsoon is making
a steady advance into Maha-
rashtra and West Bengal and
the weatherman has predicted a
“good week” ahead.

India Meteorological De-
partment Director General K ]
Ramesh said monsoon is in an
“active phase” and has reached
Mumbai, Mahabaleshwar (in
Maharashtra) and several parts
of the Konkan region, apart from

Bijapur district in north Karna-
taka.

“There is also a low pressure
area in the Bay of Bengal and
this will take the monsoon to
several parts of West Bengal.

“The coming week will be
very good for the advance of
monsoon on the western side
and east India, Ramesh said.

However, there will be no
significant change in maximum
temperatures over most part
of the country during the next
24 hours and mercury is likely
rise by 2-3 degrees Celcius over
plains of northwest India there-
after.

The IMD last week upgrad-
ed its initial monsoon forecast
from 96 per cent of the Long
Period Average (LPA) to 98 per
cent, which comes in the range
of “normal” rainfall.

The monsoon reached Kera-
la on May 30, two days ahead of
its normal schedule.

“Favourable conditions are
developing for further advance
of southwest monsoon into
some more parts of central Ara-
bian Sea, Konkan, Madhya Ma-
harashtra.

“It is expected to advance to
interior Karnataka and remain-
ing parts of Rayalaseema, some

parts of Telangana and some
more parts of Coastal Andhra
Pradesh, central and north Bay
of Bengal, Tripura, Assam and
Meghalaya and some more
parts of West Bengal and Sikkim
during next 2-3 days, the IMD
said.

It also predicted “heavy to
very heavy rainfall” at isolated
places over Assam and Megha-
laya, Konkan and Goa and Coast-
al Karnataka tomorrow and
“heavy” rains over West Bengal
and Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh,
Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram &
Tripura, central Maharashtra,
Marathwada and Kerala.

HEAT BRINGS OUT HUMANITY

SINGTAM, 11 JuNn: Singtam Bazaar’s Marwari Sewa Samiti has installed a water booth opposite Par-
nami Mandir to provide drinking water to the people and commuters as the summer sun spares no
one from thirst, sweat and of course the heat. The Samiti has employed a woman to run the booth. She
reportedly earns Rs 110 per day for her service. The booth which was installed on 03 June is scheduled
to run until 20 June. [from YOGEN THATAL]

Anger
brewing
among
UP potato
farmers

ALIGARH (UP), Jun 11
(PTI): Anger is brewing
among farmers in this dis-
trict on multiple scores in-
cluding the issue of non-re-
munerative prices for po-
tato and the longstanding
dispute with farmers in
bordering Haryana over
some farmlands.

The resentment has
been simmering for sev-
eral years but has flared
up recently as Aligarh
farmers feel that since
both state governments
belong to the BJP, there is
no reason that it cannot
be resolved by the BJP-
led NDA government at
the Centre.

There were reports
of protests in at least
two different parts of the
district including Tap-
pal during past 24 four
hours.

Now you can contact
Summit TIMES @

03592-
208698

Darj hills brace for fresh
Mamata-GJM face-off
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Blaming Banerjee
for the renewal of the
Gorkhaland demand by
his party, Gurung said,
“We will stick to our de-
mand for a separate state
and continue with the
agitation for achieving
it. Mamata Banerjee has
forced us to renew the
statehood demand, we
will achieve it.”

Meanwhile,  police
today arrested five GJM
supporters for their al-
leged involvement in
Thursday’s violence.

The GJM has been
concerned about the rise
in TMCs popularity in the
hills after the latter won
the Mirik municipality
in the recently held civ-
ic bodies elections, and
also opened its account
in Darjeeling, Kalimpong
and Kurseong, a first for
a political party from the
plains in many years.

The  government’s
decision for a “special
audit” of funds allotted to
GTA also riled Gurung'’s
GJM, which has con-
trolled the territorial ad-
ministration since 2011.

Banerjee had warned

of “strong action” against
the GJM if it engaged in
violence, but the Gorkha
outfit upped the ante
with its call for a shut-
down of government
offices, apparently with
an eye on the upcoming
GTA elections. The term
of the present territorial
administration ends next

India helping Nepal to set
up police academy

NEw DELH]J, JuN 11 (PTI): India is helping Nepal to
set up a national police academy near Kathmandu at a
cost of Rs 550 crore which will provide training to 410
Nepalese police officers annually.
The academy at Panauti, 35 km south-east of
Kathmandu, will be on the lines of Hyderabad-based
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel NPA, the alma mater for the
officers of the Indian Police Service.
The feasibility study for the national police acad-
emy (NPA) was done by the NPA, Hyderabad, while
India’s Ministry of Home Affairs is doing consultancy
service for the project monitoring and quality assur-
ance services.
Nepal’s Ministry of Home Affairs is the executing
agency and coordinating with the government of In-
dia-nominated officials in a joint project monitoring
committee.
“India is providing Rs 550 crore towards construc-
tion of the academy. As of now, 350 police officers
from Nepal undergo training in India every year. The
new academy in Nepal will cater to the training of 410
Nepalese police officers annually,” an official said.
India provides substantial financial and technical

development assistance to Nepal, which is a broad-
based programme focusing on creation of infrastruc-
ture at the grass-root level, under which various proj-

ects have been implemented in the areas of health,

development.

water resources, education and rural and community

In recent years, India has been assisting Ne-

pal in development of border infrastructure

bani-Biratnagar,

Road- Nepalgunj,

through upgrade of roads in the Terai areas;
development of cross-border rail links at Jog-

Jaynagar-Bardibas, Nepalgunj
Nautanwa-Bhairhawa, and

New Jalpaigudi-Kakarbhitta; and establishment

nauli-Bhairhawa,

of integrated check posts at Raxaul-Birgunj, Su-

Jogbani-Biratnagar, and Nepal-

gunj Road- Nepalgunj.

India and Nepal share a unique relationship of

Bengal and Sikkim.

friendship and cooperation characterised by open
borders and deep-rooted people-to-people contacts
of kinship and culture.

India shares a 1,751-km-long border with Nepal
that touches Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, West

Peace returns
to Mandsaur, Chouhan
ends fast

MANDSAUR/BHOPAL,
Jun 11 (PTI): In ferment
for the last several days,
Madhya Pradesh’s Mand-
saur, the epicentre of a
violent stir by farmers,
remained peaceful today,
prompting Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan to
end his indefinite fast.

Chouhan, who be-
gan the fast yesterday to
calm frayed tempers of
the farmers demanding
a loan waiver and remu-
nerative prices for their
produce, announced a
slew of schemes for their
benefit but issued a stern
warning to those who
engaged in “incendiary
activities”.

There was no curfew
in all three police sta-
tions areas of Mandsaur
city for the second day
today, but prohibitory
orders under section 144
CrPC banning assembly
of more than four people
remained in force in the
entire district.

Curfew will, however,
continue in Pipliamandi
police station area, about
15 km from Mandsaur
district ~ headquarters,
where the killing of five
farmers in police firing
on June 6 led to sudden
escalation of violence
and arson that spread to
several other districts of
Madhya Pradesh.

“The  situation is
peaceful and there are no
reports of violence so far,”
Collector OP Srivastava
and SP Manoj Singh said.

Chouhan, under re-
lentless opposition attack
over the farmers’ stir,
broke his fast about a day-
and-halfinto it with a glass
of coconut water offered
by former MP chief minis-
ter Kailash Joshi.

“Peace has been re-
stored in MP and no case
of violence has been re-
ported yesterday and
today,” Chouhan said be-
fore ending his fast.

“In a state where ag-
riculture has flourished,
it is impossible that
farmers would indulge
in violence on such a
scale. While any pain to
farmers is unacceptable,
those who have engaged
in incendiary activities
will be severely dealt
with.

“Those whose prop-
erties have been dam-
aged will be compensat-
ed, but it will be investi-
gated who were behind

this violence. I began this
fast in accordance with
‘Rashtra dharma’ (duty
towards the nation) as in
the name of farmers’ agi-
tation some people creat-
ed a situation that caused
me worry,” he said.

BJP leaders have been
accusing the Congress
party of having stoked
the agitation.

On  being  asked
whether he had agreed
to the demand for loan
waiver, Chouhan, howev-
er, avoided a direct reply,
maintaining he had told
the farmers what he had
to say.

During his fast, Chou-
han had met 15 delega-
tions of small farmers
and 236 of big cultiva-
tors.

BJP’s state unit pres-
ident Nandkumar Singh
Chauhan claimed the
family members of those
killed in Tuesday’s police
firing had yesterday met
Chouhan and requested
him to call off his fast. The
kin of four out of five men
killed in firing had met
Chouhan at the fast venue.

BJP general secretary
Kailash Vijaywargiya
claimed the farmers re-
quested Chouhan to end
his fast and even said
they were ready to with-
draw the agitation.

Before ending his
28-hour fast, Chouhan
announced a slew of
measures for the benefit
of farmers and declared
purchase of any farm pro-
duce below the minimum
support price (MSP) will
be treated as crime.

“Any purchase of farm
produce below the MSP
declared by the Centre
would be considered a
criminal act in MP” Chou-
han told a gathering at
BHEL's Dussehra Maidan
here, the venue of his fast.
He said agricultural land
would now be acquired
only with the consent of
farmers concerned.

He said ‘Kisan Bazaar’
would be set up in all mu-
nicipal areas and a coop-
erative institution on the
lines of the Amul Dairy
Cooperatives of Gujarat
will be set up across the
state.

The chief minister
said the government was
in the process of setting
up a Rs 1,000-crore Price
Stabilisation Fund to pur-
chase farm produce at
the MSP.

month.

Darjeeling hills had
seen a violent move-
ment for a separate
Gorkhaland in the mid
1980s under Subhash
Ghisingh.

The movement ended
with the establishment
of a semi-autonomous
administrative body in
1988 called Darjeel-
ing Gorkha Hill Council
headed by Ghisingh.

As Ghisingh’s influ-
ence waned over time,
the GJM launched anoth-
er movement for a sepa-
rate state of Gorkhaland.
In 2011, the GJM signed
an agreement with the
state and central gov-
ernments, and another
semi-autonomous  ad-
ministrative unit GTA
was born replacing the
DGHC.
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Gangtok on
Monday,

12 June
Temp: 27°C /18°C
Forecast: Consid-
erable cloudiness
with showers and
thunderstorms
Sunrise: 04:40 AM
Sunset: 06:31 PM

NSCN(IM)
forgives
Khaplang
for his
“political
mistakes”

KoHIMaA, Jun 11 (PTI):
The NSCN (IM) today
said it had forgiven late
NSCN(K) supremo S S
Khaplang for all his al-
leged political mistakes.

“We have forgiven S S
Khaplang for all the polit-
ical mistakes and crimes
he had committed, how-
ever grave they may be”,
NSCN-IM general secre-
tary Thuingaleng Muivah
said in a statement here.

“Based on the dec-
laration made by our
former chairman late
Isak Chishi Swu on for-
giveness and reconcili-
ation, we have forgiven
Khaplang,” he said.

He consoled the be-
reaved family.

Various Naga polit-
ical groups, Lok Sabha
MP Neiphiu Rio, Naga
tribal organisations
and political parties in
the state have mourned
Khaplang’s death.

Challenging reservations many hold againstreservations

PRAGATI THAPA
any young girls and boys would
be surprised if I told them that
reservations were introduced in the
Constitution of India to “address the
historic oppression, inequality and
discrimination” faced by the mem-
bers of some communities. [ say this
because unfortunately for our gen-
eration, we are only introduced to
reservation when one of our class-
mates has a lower cut off or another
gets the job that we feel we deserved
more. This somehow comes in the
way of our freshly baked under-
standing of equality. I mean, if we
received the same education as them
why should they have it easier, right?
After questioning a lot of friends
about this issue, it became apparent
that most felt that reservation is not
being utilized appropriately because
they looked at it only from an eco-
nomic perspective. If an ST family

had the resources to send their child
to the same best school, that is proof
that they do not need reservation
anymore, right?

But, let’s go back and understand
why reservations were created in
the first place.

It was They were not created to
make these communities economical-
ly independent, but to uplift every as-
pect of their lives, to compensate for
all the times they weren’t allowed to
step into our houses and all the times
we assumed they were uncivilized. It
was to create an environment where
these communities are socially ac-
ceptedassimilated. Now, | don’t know
how far reservations have succeeded,
but condemning them only on the ba-
sis of the few financially strong mem-
bers we see is not justified.

What we don’t know is that there
is an ocean of difference between the
general community and the reserved

community. For most of them, their
parents are were first generation
college graduates. Of course, this
is also true for economically poor
backward communities but for dif-
ferent reasons. They were denied
access and opportunities because
of the oppression they faced and the
social stigma hierarchies attached
to it. Also , for the scheduled castes,
their positions in society were such
that ideas of education and doing
anything outside of menial jobs were

unheard of. For the scheduled tribes,
they had to change their lifestyles
and adapt to the society that the
majority had created. Reservation is
only one of the ways in which we can
make this transition easier.

Most youngsters feel that a possi-
ble solution to reducing their feeling
of resentment towards this policy
could be to carve out a creamy layer
within these communities. A petition
asking the Supreme Court to look
into this matter said that: “Ninety
nine percent castes have not bene-
fitted at all during the last 64 years
of the reservation policy. Rather, it
has resulted in creation of a vested
interest class among the SCs and STs
which are behaving like upper castes
with extremely backward Dalit com-
munities.” This perfectly sums up the
problem that resonates with all the
young minds today. In fact, the Par-
liament should consider it as a simple

piece of legislation can save the unity
of the country from disintegrating.
Also, when we talk of reservation
we often only talk about the commu-
nities closest to us but it is imperative
to understand the conditions of these
communities throughout the coun-
try. The suicide of Rohit Vemula , the
Una incident and various others are
still continuing proof that we have
not been able to create an equal soci-
ety. Gujarat even reported a five-fold
jump in crimes against Dalits in 2015.
As a society, we clearly have a long
way to go and hence calling reserva-
tions a “sham” only because you feel
victimized by it is hindering the cre-
ation of a society that Ambedkar and
million others initially dreamed of.
[The writer, a resident of Gang-
tok, passed her class XII boards
some weeks ago and is now hoping
to secure a berth in the B.Com.
course offered at Delhi University]

Requests falling on deaf ears,

Champasari residents

spend Sunday repairing road themselves
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SAURABH RAI
SILIGURI, 11 JUNE:
esidents of Champasari Gram Pan-
hayat Unit today took upon them-
selves to repair the deplorable road

leading to Sishabari Village near Milan
More after repeated pleas to the govern-
ment and municipal fell on deaf ears.

A social organization, Sishabari
Kalyan Samity led the repair works

with the villagers investing both
time and labor. According to a mem-
ber of the Sishabari Kalyan Samity,
the villagers repaired one kilometer
stretch of the road today.

Many minor accidents have tak-
en place on this road and with the
monsoon fast approaching the res-
idents know that this is temporary
solution to prevent potholes turn-
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ing into lakes. The people have de-
manded immediate sanctioning of
Sishabari arterial road to a metal
road and have urged the concerned
department to take action.

Menla Ethenpa is new
SFA president

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 11 JUNE:
Sikkim Football Asso-
ciation held their an-
nual general meeting at
Football House here to-
day. 41 members of the
association attended the
meeting and cast votes to
elect the new president
and general secretary, a
press release from the
association informs.

The election was con-
ducted by SFA chairper-
sons R. Ongmu, Chung
Chung Bhutia and Susan
Lachungpa who are also
the members of SFA Elec-
tion Commission along
with Deputy Director of
Sports and Youth Affairs
Department, CL Rai and
Sikkim Olympic Associa-
tion treasurer, Dawa Ta-
mang.

Menla Ethenpa was
elected the new presi-
dent of SFA.

For the first time,

Football Federation as
its Deputy Chairman,
Competition Committee
and we all hope that this
will be a turning point
for Sikkim Football,” SFA
member, Shyam Prad-
han, said.

Mr Ethenpa is pres-
ently a member of the

newly formed Indian
Football ~ Development
Board constituted by
AIFE.

Nanga Tshering Bhu-
tia was elected as the
General Secretary of the
association.
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GRAND OFFER

RAMOLA CELLULAR
LALL MARKET ROAD GANGTOK

citation and a medallion.

IMI Dr R.S. Tolia Award 2017:
Call for Nominations Open

The Integrated Mountain Initiative (IMI), a pan Himalayan civil society initiative
working for sustainable development of the Indian Himalayan Region (IHR) and
ensuring prosperity of the people in the region, has announced the Dr R.S. Tolia
Award for 2017 in memory of its founding President Dr R.S. Tolia who passed
away on 6th December 2016.

Dr R.S. Tolia, IAS (Retd.) was the former Chief Secretary of Uttarakhand. He
also served as the first Information Commissioner of Uttarakhand. In addition to
being the top administrator in the state, he was a staunch advocate for holistic
mountain development that must be rooted in the mountains. Throughout his life-
time, Dr Tolia was committed to the cause of development of the Indian moun-
tain systems and communities. His vision and commitment for the formation of a
pan-Indian mountain movement not only unified diverse mountain states of India
but also inspired others. In the spirit of unifying committed individuals and insti-
tutions for integrated action for the mountains of India, Dr Tolia conceptualised
the idea of IMI, got like-minded people on board and led it from the front as its
founding President. His deep understanding of the links among people, cultures,
livelihoods and mountain environment influenced a generation of researchers,
organizations and policymakers. He was a true mountain person and believed
that there must be safe, sustainable and equitable mountain development.

IMI has instituted the Award for encouraging passionate individuals to carry
forward the cause of integrated mountain development. The purpose of the award
is to recognize and reward the exemplary work of individuals whose work has cre-
ated an impact / has the potential to impact sustainable prosperity and well-being
of the people of the Mountain states in India. In exceptional cases organizations
will also be considered for the Award. The value of the Award is Rs. 1 lakh cash,

A jury with eminent persons working for social development in the country
has been appointed to carry the selection process for the award.

The call for nomination is now open and applications will be accepted till 30 June 2017.
The details and the nomination form can be viewed on the organisation’s website:
http://inmi.in/get-involved/dr-r-s-tolia-award-2017/
Interested individuals/organisations can download the nomination form and send in
their application along with a recent CV by 30th June 2017 to pd.imi@inmi.in.

KUSTE SHEGU

The Kuste Shegu of our
beloved mother Late
SANGAY DOMA BHUTIA
(Dokham Anyola) of Cen-
tral Park, Namchi South
Sikkim who Left for heav-
enly abode on 30th April
2017 falls on 16th June
2017. All the relatives ,
friends and well wishes
are requested to join us
for offering prayers at our
resident at our residence
at Central Park, Namchi,
South Sikkim. We would
also take this opportunity
to express our sincere
gratitude to all those who
supported the family at
the time of bereavement.
Palden Bhu-

tia (son),

Palchen Bhutia
(grandson), Lezang
Bhutia (grandson)
Mob: 98323-25811,
85091-21459
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ment of Sikkim football.
My priority is to take all
the stakeholders of Sik-
kimese football together
and make Sikkim one of
the premier destinations
of the game,” he conveys.

“Mr Ethenpa has al-
ready served All India
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Yellow Journalism

This mainstreaming needs to end
if free thought is to survive

Yellow journalism, or “yellow press”, refers to an
unethical, irresponsible brand of journalism giv-
en to hoaxes, altered photographs, screaming head-
lines, “scoops”, frauds, and endless promotions of the
newspapers themselves. This term was first used in
the 1890’s to describe the competition between two
rival New York City newspapers, the World, and the
Journal. In 1883, Joseph Pulitzer purchased the New
York-based newspaper, the World. With its vivid, sen-
sational reporting and excellent crusades against po-
litical corruption and social injustice, Pulitzer made
the World, the largest newspaper circulation in the
country. One of his most famous staff writers was
Nellie Bly. Bly was best known for her “stunt” sto-
ries. An example of one of her “stunts” was when she
pretended to be insane and committed herself to the
New York Blackwell Island Asylum. When she was
released after ten days, she wrote a story exposing
the asylum’s poor conditions. The story sparked calls
for reform from all around the US! All this is now in
the domain of investigative journalism, but the brash,
in-your-face style that it patented got branded yellow
journalism and soon worked into its present mean-
ing of intentionally biased reporting.

Yellow journalism, it must be borne in mind, is not
about lying, anyone can challenge an obvious untruth,
it is about insidious planting of stories which morph
the truth to mean whatever the editor or whoever is
backing/ planting the story wants projected. In that
sense, Yellow Journalists are more insidious than liars.
They use rhetorical tricks to make insinuations look
like facts and bias look like objectivity. Yellow Jour-
nalists have figured out the tricks of the trade well.
They know that one can prove anything, depending
on which evidence is conveniently ignored. They fre-
quently omit details that could ruin their story by con-
tradicting their preordained conclusions. Such delib-
erate omissions are much harder to counter than oth-
er journalistic fallacies. Such journalism uses “reliable
sources” and terms such as “alleged,” “possibly” and
everything else in the dictionary that can save them in
the courts of law to lead a reader on to believe a sup-
position as a fact. Most readers, actually it is mostly
viewers nowadays, skip through the reports and few
bother to read between the lines. When a paper de-
cides to play dirty, this limited attention span can be
exploited to its hilt. The first couple of paragraphs can
be sensationalised and filled with conjecture while the
“other side” can be included somewhere towards the
end, tucked away in an innocuous page where the sto-
ry continues. Any student of journalism would point
out here that this is how a story should begin anyway,
with the most interesting “angle” highlighted and cen-
tre-staged. And this is exactly why yellow journalism
is so difficult to tackle. The line dividing investigative
journalism from activist journalism and yellow jour-
nalism is very fine.

When it comes to the powers that be, irrespective
of how much they might complain about bias, yel-
low suits them very well, because this is the shade
which is the most pliable. Tune into the television
and the news that broadcasts is disgustingly slant-
ed, shallowly packaged as nationalist (although even
that is problematic when it comes to news) and of-
fensively dismissive of crediting the audience with
any intelligence. But TV noise seems to be working
when it comes to selling manufactured positions as
the only self-respecting option available to citizens.
And that is worrying, especially when this is backed
by all arms of the State being deployed to muscle out
any difference of opinion. What is being done to the
Roys of NDTV is wrong and condemnable, but much
worse has been done along the margins where much
stronger conflicts of ideology and developmental
models have been playing out. There too, yellow is
being backed against B&W, and continues to infect
the public domain. One hopes that the media solidar-
ity for NDTV starts the process of cleansing yellow
away from journalism all over the country, especially
in places where facts and unbiased analysis are most
desperately required.

Traditional money lenders

PRADIPTA TAPADAR
KOLKATA, Jun 11 (PTI): Traditional
money lenders in the city for ages, the
Kabuliwalas, are slowly getting lost in
the bylanes of Kolkata due to mush-
rooming of chit funds, micro finance
companies and easy banking system.

“Money lending is no longer a
profitable business for us, like it used
to be 25-30 years ago. Chit fund com-
panies, easy banking system have
been taking a toll on our business for
last several years. Lastly demoneti-
sation has dealt a heavy blow to our
business. Now we are harassed when
we ask for payment of our loans. I
want to go back and settle in my own
country before I die,” Omar Mansoor,
a 60-year-old Afghan money lender,
told PTL

The story is same for 45-year-old
Reza Khan, who will be moving back
to Kabul next month, after he lost a
huge amount of money in the lending
business.

“Nowadays if we go to seek our
payment, those who have borrowed
money from us, threaten us with po-
lice and use local politicians to harass
us. Most of us have gone back to Ka-
bul,” Khan said.

The Afghans are commonly
known as Kabuliwalas - people hail-
ing from Kabul, Afghanistan- in West
Bengal.

The Kabuliwalas were immortal-
ised by Nobel laureate, Rabindranath
Tagore, in his iconic short story, “Ka-
buliwala” in 1892.

Kabuliwalas, are known for their
distinctive physical features such as
tall, well built, piercing eyes and rug-
ged faces.

Long before Afghans left their
homeland to escape the Taliban op-
pression, the Kabuliwalas started
coming to Bengal in the late 19th
century and early 20th century to sell
dry fruits. The profit they made by
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selling dry fruits was ploughed into
the money lending business.

Soon after Independence in 1947,
when the formal trade between the
countries began, the Kabuliwalas
found their market for dry fruits
shrinking and permanently switched
over the business of money lending.
Many of them were licensed money
lenders.

But things started changing in the
1980s, after Marwari, Punjabi and
Bengali communities entered the
money lending business.

With the advent of easy banking
system, mushrooming of chit funds
and micro finance companies, the
Kabuliwalas are out of their business
and struggling to make ends meet.

Such is the dismal state of Af-
ghans in the city that the number

‘Kabuliwalas’ a vanishing tribe

of Afghans have come down from
10,000 in Kolkata in 2001 to less
than 1,800. A large number of them
have gone back to Afghanistan after
the situation improved there follow-
ing the country’s first parliamentary
elections in 2005.

There are only 15 Afghan kothis,
or Afghan tenements left in city -
where these Pathans live with others
of their communities.

While some Afghans now live
with their families, although most of
the Kabuliwalas still prefer to keep
their family in their homeland.

According to Mullah Khan, who
has been in business of money lend-
ing for last five decades, says in the
last decade the monthly interest
charged by Afghan moneylenders
has dropped from 7-8 per cent to 3-4

per cent but the cases of default are
still on rise, prompting them to de-
vise their own know-your-customer
norms. But that too have been of little
help.

Although many of their close
friends have left for Afghanistan,
there are still a few who wants to stay
back in Kolkata, but have shifted to
new business such as real estate and
retail.

“Retail and real estate are good
profit making business.

Most of us are not very educat-
ed so we won't be able to get a job if
we go back to Kabul. And my father
is buried in Kolkata. I can’t leave him
behind and go. We are spending a
lot of money on the education of our
children so that they don’t have a fu-
ture like us,” Zabbar Ahmed said.

Neel Mukherjee deals with displacement,

Indian Milieu and the President

DR.PRADEEP TANDON & PROF EHSANUL HAQ
here is growing level of materialism, consum-
erism, degeneration of values, craze for west-

ernised living as against the Indian culture and

tradition in the generation next. In almost every
country, a small minority of dominant class thrives
at the cost of the masses and gap between them
persists promoted by the modern technology. The

Presidents has the special role to play, depending

on his constructive vision to resolve the dilemma

of development and the growth of binary tensions.

Those who are visionary and take the spirit of de-

velopment within the cultural frame of reference of

Indian society would always incorporate a liberal,

secular, democratic and egalitarian dimensions in

their scientific approach to development with full
faith in citizenship rights and liberty.

Our country cannot afford to ignore the con-
tributions of leadership provided by the senior
citizens who accumulate throughout their life-
long experiences, virtues and valuable socio-po-
litical capital through various formal, as well as,
informal sources of knowledge and experience
and place themselves at the service of the nation
throughout their life with selfless interest and
abundance of dedication. It is the physical ma-
turity coupled with social capital accumulated is
needed to lead the country. A person with abun-
dance of cultural capital of knowledge, compe-
tence, experience, skill, socio-cultural-spiritual
sensitivity and attitudinally a balance of mind
and constructive vision is needed to provide an
appropriate direction to the process of India’s
development in order to make the development
sustainable to the problems the common men
and women are confronted with. Providing a

constructive direction to the nation is possible
only if the person has a sound base of modern
knowledge in physical and natural sciences or-
ganically linked with historically evolved cultur-
al and spiritual traditions.

The President of the country has to be a vision-
ary personality with far greater sense of personal
and social responsibility, particularly in a situation
ridden with different kind of social tensions. In cer-
tain regions, for example, acute tension continues
to exist between violence and the message of peace
through developmental mechanism. Only if such
visionary scholar-leaders with strong academic
and scientific outlook and holistic approach to the
nation and its diverse traditions are chosen to the
highest position, the country would certainly move
much faster towards an integrated, inclusive and
sustainable development where everyone would
get the opportunity to sow and reap the harvest of
development. As soon as a person attains Presiden-
tial position, it becomes the first and the foremost
priority to keep aside the personal, ideology and
the carry over effect of social background factors in
the pursuit of national goals.

Only a competent and visionary person with
scientific approach to life can make best use of
such a neutralised and value-free idea beneath
the slogan, not only at the national but also at the
international levels through a method of peace
and non-violence which is a powerful weapon of
integrating and uniting people to come together
to participate in the process of development. The
President of the country should have not only the
national but also the international recognition for
his/her scientific approach of peace and non-vio-
lence and peaceful coexistence. It is through his/

her recognition at different levels that the person
at the helm of the affairs can lead the world and
the international community towards a peaceful
coexistence. Only the virtuous President [with vir-
tues like vision, competence, knowledge, ability
and scientific, effective and integrative approach
(integrating science, technology, culture and spiri-
tuality), balance of mind and versatile personality]
would be able to provide constructive leadership
and protect the nation from the divisive forces of
peace and non-violence.

In this sense, the President is very near to the
Creator of the universe because the President and
the Creator neither create nor promote social dif-
ferences. They tend to cement the differences
to evolve the society in an integrated whole. And
therefore, a President is expected to be a visionary
person and that vision is an attitudinal property
which grows out of the attainment of formalised, as
well as, informalised quantum of knowledge in sci-
ence, socio-cultural studies and humanities. A per-
son may gain knowledge, experience and certain
vision by virtue of being in politics for a longer time
but that kind of knowledge, experience and vision
has neither formal basis nor rooted into the basic
formal structure of knowledge. And therefore, it
is important to indentify who is the person with
genuine academic credential with higher degree of
specialisation in specific field of knowledge, partic-
ularly physical sciences and technology combined
with deep cultural and spiritual understanding of
Indian society.

[Dr. Pradeep Tandon is ex-Research Associate,
School of International Studies, JNU; Prof Ehsanul
Haq is presently Chair Professor, JMI, New Delhi, for-
merly Professor, Dept of Sociology, JNU, New Delhi]

Moving story of Girmitiyas told through

migration in new book

song, animation video

NEw DELHI, JuN 11 (PTI):
Man Booker Prize shortlist-
ed novelist Neel Mukherjee
touches upon the subjects
of displacement and migra-
tion in his new A
book which will
hit bookstores on
July 6.

“A State of Free-
dom”, published by
Penguin Random
House, is a novel of
multiple narratives
and explores the
urge to escape the |
life we are given H&=
for something better.

Five characters, in very

different circumstances from
a domestic cook in Mumbai
to a vagrant and his dancing
bear, and a girl who escapes
terror in her home village for
a new life in the
city find out the
meanings of dislo-
cation, and the de-
sire for more.
Moving be-
tween the reality of
this world and the
shadow of another,
the novel delivers
a devastating and
haunting explora-
tion of the unquenchable hu-
man urge to strive for a dif-

ferent life, the book’s blurb
says.

‘A State of Freedom’ pris-
es open the central, defining
events of our century - dis-
placement and migration -
but not as you imagine them,
itadds.

London-based Mukher-
jee is the author of two nov-
els “A Life Apart” (2010),
which won the Writers” Guild
of Great Britain Award for
best novel, and “The Lives of
Others” (2014), which was
shortlisted for the Man Book-
er Prize, the Costa Best Novel
Award, and won the Encore
Prize for best second novel.

KuNAL DuTT

NEw DELHI, JuN 11 (PTI): The painful
story of ‘girmitiyas’ -- indentured labour-
ers from Bihar and Uttar Pradesh, who
were taken away overseas by colonial rul-
ers to work on sugar plantations, has now
come alive in a new animation video.

Titled ‘Girmitiya Kantraki, the proj-
ect features a song sung by an Amster-
dam-based pop artist, whose great grand-
father from India was also taken away as
an indentured labourer to work in Surina-
me, then a Dutch plantation colony.

While there have been books pub-
lished and documentaries made on the
subject, this is perhaps the first attempt
to narrate the moving tale of ‘girmitiyas’
while paying tribute to their struggles,
descendants of many of whom have

achieved great heights.

The project was conceived by Na-
tional Award-winning filmmaker Nitin
Chandra, who did extensive research on
the subject including the storyboarding
for the animation.

“From mid-19th century to about
1920, millions of Indians, mostly from
Bihar and UP were taken as indentured
labourers to various British, Dutch and
French colonies.

“This video pays tribute to all those
who were taken away. And, also salutes
their indefatigable spirit which passed on
to their descendants,” Chandra told PTI.

“In the video, Raj Mohan (artist) pays
tribute to them by playing his own great
grandfather, who was taken away to Su-
riname from Chhapra in north Bihar.

“We have chosen Bhojpuri language
for the song, because these labourers
mostly hailed from Bhojpuri-speaking
regions, and even after being uprooted
from their homeland, they preserved
their language and culture,” he said.

‘Girmit’ is a corrupt form of ‘agree-
ment’ -- an agreement under which
thousands of labourers were taken away
by the colonial rulers to work in the
plantations of Mauritius, Fiji, Suriname,
Guyana, and Trinidad and Tobago.

“And, ‘Kantraki’ is the corrupt form
of ‘contract’ under which these labour-
ers were indentured through ‘arkatiyas’,
Indian agents who would lie to them and
trap them in a vicious cycle of exploita-
tion in cahoots with the British rulers.
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NeighbourhoodWATCH

SummitTIMES | 12 June 2017 EI

All 30 candidates of Super 30
cracks IIT-JEE Advanced

PATNA, JuN 11 (PTI): Mathe-
matician Anand Kumar’s Su-
per 30 has once again created
a record as its 30 out of 30
candidates cracked the II-JEE
Advanced examination, results
which were announced today.
“I am happy that my 30 out
of 30 candidates have cracked
II-JEE Advanced this year..
Now time has come to give Su-
per 30 some much-needed ex-

mathematician Anand Kumar.

“I had heard of Super
30 almost 10 years ago and
since that day I dreamt of
seeing my son here to real-
ise my dream.

Today my son has real-
ised it,” Deepak said while
thanking Anand for making
his dream come true.

Arbaz’s father sells eggs
in Bihar’s Biharsharief dis-

pansion. We will now organise
tests for selecting the students
in different parts of the country and
give all the details on the website,”
the Super 30 founder said.

Talking to media persons after
the results, Kumar attributed his
yet another success story of Super
30 to the hard work and persever-
ance of his students and said that
its time to expand his famous ‘Su-
per 30’ in the country.

Kumar’s Super 30 provides
free coaching along with fooding
and lodging to students of under-
privileged sections of the society.

Super 30 has completed its
15 years of journey during which
it has sent 396 out of 450 candi-
dates to IIT, Kumar said adding
that it coached 450 candidates in
15 years, 30 candidates every year.

Among the 30 students of Su-
per 30 who have cracked presti-
gious IIT-JEE Advances 2017, there

are wards of from landless farmer,
egg seller, unemployed father.

There are several inspiring
tales that has emerged from the
Super 30 coaching institute this
year too.

Be it the story of Kevlin, son of
an unemployed father, or roadside
egg seller's son Arbaaz Allam, a
farm labourer’s son Arjun or land-
less farmer’s son Abhishek, they all
stand tall having overcome the stiff
odds of poverty and deprivation to
make it to IIT and become an inspi-
ration for several others like them.

Kevlin’s father Deepak is unem-
ployed. He teaches yoga to people,
but still his earning is not enough
to make both ends meet. But Deep-
ak knew that the only way to get
out of the life of poverty is through
education.

Today, the tears of joy continue to
roll down his cheeks as he sits with

trict. But he never lost heart.
He always aspired to be at the
top to change the course of his life.

“Anand Sir made me feel confi-
dent about my abilities.

He boosted my confidence.
Now, I think it is a matter of few
years when my father will not
have to sell eggs braving the chilly
winds of winter nights. I will also
have a house where I will live with
my father and mother,” said Arbaz.

Kaushlendra Kumar of Nalanda
is a landless farm labourer. Today
he is proud of his son Arjun Ku-
mar and Super 30. Arjun proudly
recounts how his journey from a
village school devoid of even ba-
sics took him to Super 30 and now
he plans to step into IIT. “It is due
to programmes like Super 20 that
make even students from under-
privileged sections dream of IIT.
Now after engineering I plan to go
in for UPSC,” Arjun said.

Echoes from the valley: Stories
by Assamese women writers

DURBA GHOSH

GUWAHATI, JuN 11 (PTI): Wom-
en authors have contributed im-
mensely in enriching modern
Assamese literature and now 11
short stories by some eminent
authors have been translated and
compiled in a new book.

“Echoes from the Valley: Sto-
ries by Assamese Women Writers”
represent evolving trends in the
short story genre of modern liter-
ature and has been translated and
compiled by journalist Parbina
Rashid.

“After sifting through hundreds
of stories, [ zeroed in on these 11,
not because the others were any
less in terms of literary value, but
because these when put together
completed the picture of an in-
triguing culture,” she says.

This anthology is an attempt to
understand the evolution of wom-
en in Assamese society through the
eyes of these 11 writers, starting
from Sneha Devi, who wrote in the
first half of the 20th century to Nir-
upama Borgohain, Indira Goswami
followed by Arupa Patangia Kalita,
Rita Chowdhury, Anuradha Sar-
ma Pujari to young writers like
Moushumi Kandali and Juri Borah
Borgohain.

“Keeping the central theme
as woman and her struggle, both
within and without, these sto-
ries have managed to trace how

women have developed their con-
sciousness about themselves as
individuals,” Rashid says.

As the restricted ‘woman’s
space’ in the family and the society
has gone through a slow but grad-
ual evolution over the years, these
selected stories are put under
three sub-heads to give a partic-
ular direction to that movement -
mute yesterday, transitional today
and abstract tomorrow.

“These stories may have been
written by three generations of
authors and represent several de-
cades of socio-cultural scenario of
Assam but I have tried to maintain
a connection between the old and
new, without the generation gap
becoming too prominent,” Rashid
says.

‘Mute yesterday’ represents
Assamese society from the 1950s
to the 80s, a period when wom-
en paid a heavy price at the altar
of customs and traditions and the
stories include Sneha Devi’s ‘Katha
aasil’ (Let’s Talk), Indira Goswa-
mi’s ‘Sanskar’ (Purification) and
Nirupama Borgohain's ‘Midasar
Tragedy’ (Midas’ Tragedy).

The second category, ‘transi-
tional today’ focuses on the latter
half of the last century when cus-
toms and traditions still played
an important role but the wom-
en protagonists of this period
were confident enough to protest

against injustice - both subtly and
sometimes with aggression.

The stories included in this sec-
tion are Rita Chowdhury’s ‘Aadha’
(An Incomplete Story), Anuradha
Sarma Pujari’s ‘Banphoolar Keit-
aman Din’ as (A few days in Ban-
phool’s life), Monikuntala Bhat-
tacharjya’s ‘Kachar Pyramid’ (The
Glass Pyramid) and Arupa Patan-
gia’s ‘The Two Sides of the Hillock'.

The third category ‘abstract
tomorrow’ comprises stories from
2000 onwards by young emerging
writers who are not afraid to ex-
periment with either the narrative
or the subject.

The stories included in this
category are Anuradha Gogoi’s
‘Haath’ (The Hand), Moushumi
Kandali’s ‘Kalindi Tumar Krish-
na Jalrakhi’ (Kalindi, Your black
currents), Geetali Borah’s ‘Dari-
alit Jonak’ (The Moonlight) and
Juri Borah Borgohain’s ‘Parthivi’
(Urge).

Asam Sahitya Sabha president
and Sahitya Akademi award win-
ning author Dhruba Jyoti Borah
says the stories in the book have
an universal human appeal.

Author and editor of Assamese
weekly Asom Bani Dileep Chandan
says the book is a testimony to the
contribution of women writers to
the prose genre in Assamese liter-
ature and is sure to carve its own
place in the literary arena.

Khaplang’'s death may change the
insurgency theatre in NE

ACHINTA BORAH

NEw DELHI, JuN 11 (PTI): The
death of NSCN-K chief S S Khaplang
may pave the way for peace talks
with the hardline Naga rebel
group, bringing about a possible
change in the insurgency theatre
in the Northeast.

77-year-old Khaplang, who
had also led the United Liberation
Front of Western South East Asia
(UNLFW), a conglomerate of sev-
eral insurgent groups, was instru-
mental in the recent step up in the
attacks against security forces, be-
sides running an arms racket.

He was opposed to a peace dia-
logue with the Centre.

While opinion is divided on
how the insurgency situation will
evolve in the Northeast, Union
Minister of State for Home Kiren
Rijiju said a peace dialogue with
the NSCN-K is possible if the or-
ganisation gives up violence and
secessionist activity.

“Khaplang was the main per-
son who was supporting and facili-
tating insurgency in the Northeast
and had a clout. He was a Myanma-
rese citizen and hence there was a
problem. His death will definitely
have impact in the region,” he told
PTI.

Rijiju said the central govern-
ment will rehabilitate all Indian
citizens in the Naga group if they
abjure violence.

“We appeal to all the Indian
Nagas in the NSCN-K to surrender
and return to the mainstream. We
will rehabilitate them,” he said.

Rijiju, however, said he cannot
talk about Myanmarese citizens,
who are part of the NSCN-K.

Khaplang was a Hemi Naga
from Myanmar.

Executive director of the Gu-
wahati-based Centre for Develop-
ment and Peace Studies, Wasbir
Hussain, said Khaplang was the
most important player in the in-

surgency theatre in the Northeast
and he abrogated the peace talks
with the central government two
years ago.

“His death raises questions
whether his successors are more
belligerent than him,” he said.

Hussain said the Nagaland
government had some time ago
claimed that it was in touch with
Khaplang to bring him back to the
peace process and the rebel leader
had apparently agreed to it provid-
ed the talks centered around “sub-
stantive” issues.

“Now the question is whether
Khaplang’s successors will keep
that apparent commitment or
whether the group will step up at-
tack on the Indian state,” he said.

Hussain said it will be also
significant to see whether
Khaplang’s departure from the
scene will impact the activities
of the rebel umbrella United Na-
tional Liberation Front of West-
ern South East Asia.

“This is because Khaplang and
the anti-talks faction of ULFA lead-
er Paresh Baruah were the two
main movers and shakers of this
potent rebel platform,” he said.

Editor of the Dimapur-based
English daily Nagaland Page, Mon-
alisa Changkija, said it was too
early to say whether peace will re-

turn to the Northeast following the
death of Khaplang.

Changkija said if the NSCN-K
leadership goes into the hands
of Nagas belonging to Nagaland,
there is a possibility of holding
peace talks.

“Why would Government of
India talk to someone from Myan-
mar. It will take time some time to
get a clear picture.

It is difficult to predict just a
day after Khaplang’s death as to
how the situation will evolve,” she
said.

Khaplang, who had engineered
many attacks on the security forc-
es including the killing of 18 Army
soldiers in Manipur in 2015, died
on Friday at Takka in Kachin prov-
ince of Myanmar.

Khaplang, along with Isak Chi-
shi Swu and Thuingaleng Muivah,
had formed the National Social-
ist Council of Nagaland (NSCN) in
1980.

However, Khaplang split and
formed his own group NSCN-K in
1988 following differences with
Swu and Muivah. Swu died in June
2016 in a Delhi hospital.

The faction headed by Swu
and Muivah has been carrying on
a peace dialogue with the central
government since 1997.

Khaplang had also entered into
a ceasefire agreement with the
central government in 1997, but
abrogated it on March 28, 2015.

The NSCN-K was involved in
the killing of 18 Army soldiers in
an ambush in Manipur on June 4,
2015.

Following the Manipur am-
bush, the Indian Army had carried
out cross-border raids on NSCN-K
camps located inside Myanmar
killing several militants.

Subsequently in September
2015, the government declared
the NSCN-K an unlawful organisa-
tion for five years.

Moving story of Girmitiyas told through
song, animation video

contd from pg04
“In the video, Raj,

maker,

now based in
Mumbai, says the biggest

labourers -- ‘Saat samun-
dar paar karike, ek nava

ter of Mauritius, in Patna
few years ago.

wears an arm band, which
carries the name of his
great grandfather. We did
the video shoot in Mum-
bai when he (Raj) was in
India, and the setting de-
picts the harsh conditions
they had to live in.

“But, while conceiv-
ing the project, we real-
ised the story of girmiti-
yas has to be retold and
capturing 1850s and
1920s, 1 thought it was
only possible through
animation,” the 36- year-
old filmmaker said.

At the 63rd Nation-
al Film Awards, ‘Mithila
Makhaan’, directed by
Chandra, won as the Best
Film in Maithili language.

The Patna-born film-

challenge was to render
the emotions of the char-
acters depicted while us-
ing animation graphics.

“People’s idea of an-
imation in India, is still
very much that it a car-
toon for children or that
it is non-serious.

“But, we worked on
reflecting the emotional
contours on the faces of
characters seen in the
video, whether labourers
climbing the ship that
took them away, or their
suffering while travelling
through oceans,” Chan-
dra said, adding, “the an-
imation took two months
to complete”.

The song’s lyrics also
capture the pathos of the

des ke sapna dekahike...
le gaye dur suriname
bataiye ke (Across seven
seas, selling a dream to
us... they took us to far
away Suriname).

But, many of the de-
scendants of indentured
labourers rose high in
life and became an inspi-
ration for people.

Sir Seewoosagur
Ramgoolam, whose an-
cestors were taken away
from Bihar, went on to
become the first prime
minister of Mauritius.

He was also a free-
dom fighter there and his
bronze statue was un-
veiled by his son, Navin-
chandra Ramgoolam,
also former prime minis-

Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar had recent-
ly attended a luncheon
hosted by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi in
honour of current Prime
Minister of Mauritius
Pravind Kumar Jugnauth
during his India visit. Ku-
mar had described the
ties between Bihar and
Mauritius as an “emo-
tional bond”.

Raj Mohan himself
has become an accom-
plished artist. As a sing-
er and poet in “Sarna-
mi-Bhojpuri  language”
he travels to Suriname,
French Guyana, South Af-
rica, Maritius, India and
several European coun-
tries to perform.
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Manu Joseph'’s
new novel takes on
‘entire system’

New DELHI, Jun 11
(PTI): Author Manu Jo-
seph takes on the entire
system, not just politi-
cians, the bureaucracy,
law enforcement officials
and lackeys, but also in-
vestigative  journalists,
social activists, social
media champions, and
the common man in his
new novel.

“Miss Laila, Armed
and Dangerous” will be
published under Harp-
erCollins’ Fourth Estate
imprint in September.

The novel begins with
a building collapse in
Mumbai. In the debris is
a man who is mumbling
something in delirium.

It appears that he is
passing on the real-time
movements of a young
Muslim  couple. Else-
where, a young intelli-
gence agent is assigned
to shadow two terror
suspects, one of whom
is a teenager and the
sweetheart of her street,
Laila.

Taking up a slice of
recent history that is
replete with social, po-
litical, communal and
gender tension, Manu
proceeds to lampoon the
entire system, the book’s
blurb says.

“Miss Laila, Armed
and Dangerous” is per-
vasive in its satire, wick-
ed in its humour, broad-
based in its canvas but

bitingly particular in
pithy aphorismic dis-
missals of the signposts
of 21st century India.

Udayan Mitra, Pub-
lisher (Literary) at Harp-
erCollins India, says “Miss
Laila, Armed and Danger-
ous” is at once a desper-
ately brave, and wildly,
uproariously funny book
that could only have come
from Joseph’s pen.

“People  will  be
talking about and debat-
ing over Miss Laila for a
long time; we at Harper-
Collins India are thrilled
to bring this terrific book
to readers,” he says.

Says Joseph about his
book, “I have come to un-
derstand that the people
at HarperCollins India
with whom I collaborate
are not merely practical
professionals but also
extremely emotional and
passionate, and intelli-
gent promoters of my
stories.

“I am sure they are as
passionate about all the
books they publish but
I can only speak of what
I have seen first- hand. |
feel lucky to be in their
care for the third time.”

Joseph’s previous
books “Serious Men” and
“The Illicit Happiness of
Other People” garnered
rave reviews and won
and were nominated for
several national and in-
ternational awards.

After upset wins, Pakistan, Lanka
square off for CT semis spot

CARDIFF, JuN 11 (PTI): Their
campaigns back on track after
upset wins, Pakistan and Sri
Lanka face each other in their
concluding Champions Trophy
group match in a virtual ‘quar-
ter-final’ here tomorrow.

Both the teams lost their
opening matches but bounced
back into reckoning after pro-
ducing two of the tournament’s
biggest upsets so far.

Pakistan suffered a 124-
run thrashing at the hands
of arch-rivals and defending
champions India but then
notched up an upset win over
world number one side South
Africa to stay alive.

Sri Lanka too suffered a
heavy 96-run defeat at the
hands of South Africa but came
up with a stunning batting show
to shock India by seven wickets
to place themselves in conten-
tion for a semifinal berth.

Pakistan bowlers, except
for Mohammad Amir, were
hammered by the top-order
Indian batsmen but they made
amends against South Africa
whose batting line-up has sev-
eral match-winners like A B de
Villiers and Hashim Amla.

Left-arm  spinner Imad
Wasim (2/20) and paceman
Hasan Ali (3/24) bowled beau-
tifully to restrict the Proteas to
ameagre 219 for 8.

Babar Azam (31 not out)

and Shoaib Malik (16 not out)
got Pakistan ahead of their
required run-rate to secure a
19-run win under the Duck-
worth-Lewis method when
rain stopped play with their
side 119 for three off 27 overs.

Pakistan captain Sarfraz
Ahmed had attributed the win
against South Africa to good
bowling against a strong side
and he would look for another
such display against the Lank-
ans tomorrow.

The Pakistani side also had
the luxury of playing in front of

a partisan crowd in Birming-
ham. It is unlikely to have the
same support in Cardiff tomor-
row and it will have to be seen
how much it impacts on the
team performance.

“The crowd was supporting
us and that’s why the players
were boosted,” captain Sarfraz
Khan had said after the win
against the Proteas.

Sri Lanka looked pedestri-
an in their opening game de-
feat at the hands of South Af-
rica, failing collectively in the
absence of their captain Ange-

lo Mathews.

The return of Mathews
seemed to have inspired the
Lankans in their match against
India as they pulled off a dra-
matic win over the defending
champions who apparently
had no chinks in their armour
until the loss.

Set 322 to win, Sri Lanka
knocked off the runs with eight
balls to spare thanks to con-
tributions from Kusal Mendis
(89), Danushka Gunathilaka
(76) and Mathews (52).

Both Pakistan and Sri Lan-

ka are upbeat after their upset
victories and it's difficult to
pick a favourite for tomorrow’s
match.

History, however, favours
Pakistan as they have won
twice as against one by Sri
Lanka in Champions Trophy.
Overall, in the 147 matches the
two sides have played against
each other, Pakistan have won
84 as against 58 by Sri Lanka.
One match was tied while four
games ended as ‘no result’.

Most of the matches in this
event have been affected by
rain and if a washed out hap-
pens tomorrow, it will be a
complex calculation to decide
who make it to the semifinals.

The Teams (From):

Pakistan: Sarfraz Khan
(capt.), Ahmed Shahzad, Azhar
Ali, Babar Azam, Faheem
Ashraf, Fakhar Zaman, Haris
Sohail, Hasan Ali, Imad Wasim,
Junaid Khan, Mohammed Amir,
Mohammed Hafeez, Shadab
Khan and Shoaib Malik.

Sri Lanka: Angelo Mathews
(capt.), Upul Tharanga, Dinesh
Chandimal, Niroshan Dicke-
walla, Chamara Kapugedara,
Kusal Mendis, Kusal Pere-
ra, Thisara Perera, Sekkuge
Prasanna, Nuwan Pradeep,
Suranga Lakmal, Lakshan San-
dakan, Lasith Malinga, Asela
Gunaratne, Nuwan Kulasekara.

Match Starts 3pm IST.

Messi lords
over new Bengali
film on football

KOLKATA, JUNE 11
(PTI): Argentine foot-
ball star Lionel Messi

is the spirit of a new
Bengali film, where the
soccer wizard serves as
a metaphor for Bengalis’
passion for the sport.

Director Ringo Ba-
nerjee explained that
with the film ‘Messi’ he
intended to capture Ben-
galis’ almost instinctive
love for football reflected
in the game played in
every nook and corner
of the state - from vil-
lages to towns to cities.

Asked how the Ar-
gentine wizard featured
in the scheme of things,
the director told PTI,
“Messi stands for hope,
aspiration, courage and
dream present in the
heart of every teenager”

Soumitra Chatterjee’s
grandson Ronodeep
Bose, who was recently
injured in a road acci-
dent, is the ‘Messi’ of his
‘para’ (locality) team.

The film, released
on June 9, is current-
ly running in single
screens and plexes.

In every team there
is a Messi who can take
30 degree instep and un-
furl a kick, two popular
tricks tried in para foot-
ball matches by his fans,
and we must document
this phase of para foot-
ball in a fictional fomat,
the director explains.

“In every para foot-

ball there is a fighter
who can turn around
the matches at any
moment and the film is
all about these undis-
covered little talents in
the alleys of Kolkata,
who are not always
spotted by big clubs in
the city and are finally
lost,” the director said.

Ringo said that there
had been a very few
films in the past over the
subject and observed
in this connection that
many works of late
sports journalist-turned
writer Moti Nandi need-
ed to be made into films,
not just ‘Striker’ and
‘Koni’, two successful
films based on the novels
written by the writer.

One of the para foot-
ball clubs, which takes
part in the ‘Para Football
Tournament’ of the Kolk-
ata Police, helped arrange
the live match shoots
which occupy over 70
per cent of the film.

Two football-playing
characters, Ronodeep
and Aryann, took part in
workshops supervised
by coach and former first
division player of the
Kolkata football league.

Popular actor Pro-
senjit lauding the efforts
of the director said,

“At times the subject is
more important than
anything else. Not all
films should be aimed
at making money.”
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FC Pune beat Bagan to lift u-19 IFA Shield

KoLKATA, Jun 11 (PTI): Mo-
hun Bagan’s continued its tro-
phy-less run as they suffered a
0-3 thrashing against FC Pune
City at their home ground in
the U-19 IFA Shield final, here
today.

Gani Ahmed Nigam struck
a brace while super sub Balkar
Singh scored the third goal to
hand the Indian Super League

franchise, FC Pune City’s U-19
side a glorious win at Mohun
Bagan ground.

The loss meant Mohun
Bagan failed to win a trophy
this season with the senior
team finishing second best in
I-League and Federation Cup.

Once a premier tourna-
ment in the Indian football
calendar running into 121st

edition, the Shield has been
reduced to an U-19 affair
three seasons ago.

Pune’s forward Gani drew
the first blood from close range
after being fed from the right by
Omega Vanlalhruatulanga.

Minutes later, he doubled
the lead from a spot kick, while
some sloppy goalkeeping by
Sanjay Bhattacharya saw Mo-

hun Bagan concede a third
with the ball going in between
his legs.

Coached by Spanish coach
Roger Lamesa Grau, Pune
showed fine promise with Gani
leading from the front with
four goals from five matches en
route to winning their second
title in two months. They won
the Goa Super Cup in May.

This was also their second
win over Mohun Bagan, having
beaten the Kolkata side in the
group B league with Gani scor-
ing the solitary goal.

Pune started off with a 1-0
win over Tata Football Acade-
my and downed Minerva Pun-
jab 3-1 to top the group and
ousted AIFF XI in shootout in
the semis.

ANBWESH ROY CHOUDHURY
KoLiLA Joca (Raj), Jun 11
(PTI): Battling water woes, a
nondescript village in Rajas-
than has scripted a success
story from becoming parched
to water sufficient, with tillers
here expecting to double their
income from summer crops.

Two years ago, KolilaJoga in
the desert state’s Alwar district
was dependent on trickling
government water supply and
tankers to quench the thirst of
its residents and livestock.

However, this time, a water
harvesting project has helped
this hamlet of 1,500-odd fam-
ilies get its name struck out
from the list of water-starved
habitats of the state.

In early 2016, youngsters
and abled men in three shifts,

Raj village beats summer-crisis,
becomes water-sufficient

with spades and hoes, start-
ed digging everyday to a turn
a tiny pond into a water body
that could suffice their needs
during the summers.

The efforts were soon no-
ticed, and the district admin-
istration decided to bring their
project under a state scheme
for rain water harvesting.

“Earth movers and exca-
vators were deployed and just
before the monsoon, the small
pond was turned into a 26-
hectare water catchment area
with a capacity of 7,630 cubic
metres,” says Hiralal Singh, Su-
perintending Engineer of Rajas-
than Watershed Department.

Seeing the success of Koli-
la Joga, more villages have ap-
plied for the scheme, and these
would be covered by this year-

end, he said.

Kalila Joga was one of the
first villages that was brought
under state’s water conserva-
tion scheme Mukhyamantri
the Jal Swavalamban Abhiyan
(MJSA), and since its launch in
2016, 7,740 villages have been
covered and 2.3 lakh works
have been completed, includ-
ing restoration of ‘baolis’ - his-
toric step-wells.

“The catchment has al-
lowed double cropping. This
was unthinkable before. Farm-
ing has increased by 30 per
cent and we expect our earn-
ings to grow by 60 to 80 per
cent,” says village sarpanch
Bhup Singh.

“Not only is our village
safe from drought, but it has
also stopped the migration in

the summers,” he says, adding
farmers and youngsters stayed
back to grow bajra and wheat.

Helping recharge ground
water and the villages 10 tube-
wells throughout the year, the
pond, Meena says, has saved
her from walking miles every-
day to get potable water.

“There is enough water
to last us till the monsoon ar-
rives,” she says.

Rajasthan by 2020, plans to
built water conservation struc-
tures, tanks, catchment areas
and check dams, and under-
take de-silting of large water
bodies in 21,000 villages un-
der the MJSA.

Officials said none of the
villages covered till now have
reported “severe water crisis
or drought situation”.

However, Chief Minister
Vasundhara Raje feels it will
take a dedicated state machin-
ery to achieve the target.

“Despite Rajasthan being
dry and its geography posing
multiple challenges to agri-
culture, the results have been
good. But there is much more
to be done,” she said.

The scheme was launched
the same year Prime Minister
Narendra Modi called for wa-
ter conservation in villages to
thwart drought.

“Rajasthan has had its
share of droughts and agrari-
an problems. But schemes like
MJSA and summits like Rajas-
than Global Agritech Meet has
drawn more investments, pub-
lic and private, into the agricul-
ture sector,” she said.
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Kashmir’s lone museum opens for public

SRINAGAR, JUN 11 (PTI):
Kashmir’s lone Shri Prat-
ap Singh museum is a
treasure trove for art lov-
ers, history enthusiasts
and curious minds as it
houses rare artifacts and
items of historical signif-
icance, showcasing the
rich cultural heritage of
the state.

Situated on the banks
of river Jhelum in Lal Man-
di area of the summer cap-
ital here, the museum was
established in 1898 AD by
then Dogra ruler of Jam-
mu and Kashmir, Maharaja
Pratap Singh, in his sum-
mer guest house, largely
based on collections trans-
ferred from the state ‘“Tosh-
khana’ (palace treasury).

A century later, the
museum got a new build-
ing adjacent to the old one.

Though it has not been
completed yet, the mu-
seum was thrown open
for public recently owing
to widespread demands
from different quarters.

The foundation stone
of the new building was
laid in 2008 by then chief
minister Ghulam Nabi
Azad and the construc-

tion project was handed
over to the Police Housing
Corporation (PHC), which
was scheduled to com-
plete it in two years’ time.

Approximately 80,000
artifacts and objects rang-
ing from archaeological
items, sculptures, numis-
matics items, decorative
art, weapons, paintings,
anthropological and nat-
ural history items and
textiles are housed in the
museum.

The three-storey
building has 10 major
galleries  archaeology,
numismatic, decorative
art, jewellery, culture
and society, arms and ar-
moury, textile, painting,
manuscript and natural
history.

It provides a
multi-layered history of
the cultural heritage of
the state.

The ground floor ex-
hibits the antiquity of a
man in Kashmir followed
by the developments
that gave rise to the set-
tlements around 5,000
years ago.

“The work of art in
terracotta, as old as sec-
ond century BC, stone
and bronze showcases
the archaeological devel-
opment and the vastness
of the cultural heritage
of the state, Director, Ar-
chives, Archaeology and

Museums, Jammu and
Kashmir, Mohammad
Shafi Zahid told PTI.

Zahid said the new

museum complex is de-
signed in a way that a
visitor starts his journey
of Kashmir’s history cor-
responding to the start of
5,000 years.

The visitor then fol-
lows the Buddhist, Hindu,
Muslim and other eras.

“The archaeological
gallery narrates the his-
tory of a man in Kashmir
from around two million
years down up to 5,000
(BP-before present)
when he settled down
and built villages to in-
troduce farming for sus-
tenance and invented
arts and crafts.

“The terracotta gal-
lery is exhibiting the
works of art from first
to eighth centuries that
mostly remained associ-
ated with the Buddhist
faith in Kashmir,” he said.

The director said the
museum has sculptures
of various Hindu deities
from eighth, ninth and
tenth centuries, carved
in single stones.

The bronze sculptures
from ninth century exhib-
ited in the museum be-
long to various religions.

The numismatic gal-
lery in the museum has
been arranged in a way
that shows a visitor the
evolutionary  develop-
ment of coins starting
from third century BC.

“Punch-marked
coins, Greek-era silver
coins, Mughal, Afghan
and Dogra-era coins are
on display in the muse-
um and narrate the evo-
lution of currency at dif-
ferent stages along with
the political and econom-
ic situation of the coun-
try,” he said.

The museum, the di-
rector said, has one of
the richest artifact col-
lections in India.

“There are many
unique and rare collec-
tions in the museum.
For instance, the Gilgit
manuscripts with paint-
ed covers of the seventh
century regarding Bud-
dhism, a rare bilingual
birch bark document in
Shardha and Persian of
the 16th century relating
to the purchase of land
and a copy of Shahanama
Firdausi (world’s longest
epic poem written by a

single poet), he said.

Zahid said while most
of the galleries have been
transferred to the new
complex, there are some
like the painting, manu-
scripts and natural his-
tory galleries which are
still housed in the old
building.

“Once the construc-
tion is over, we will shift
all of the items to the new
building which offers
healthy environment for
prolonging the life of the
collections,” the official
said.

The new building has
large open spaced re-
serves and new display
techniques for dissemi-
nation of knowledge.

“The new complex
is disabled-friendly, has
children’ discovery rooms,
auditorium and a seminar
hall. The museum also
provides guided tours to
the visitors,” he said.

The director said
while there was some
damage to the organic
items like paper-machie
in the 2014 floods, the
inorganic items are com-
pletely safe.

10.52 lakh
bogus PAN
cards cannot
be termed
miniscule
number to
harm economy

NEw DELHI, Jun 11
(PTI): As many as 10.52
lakh “bogus” PAN cards
of individual income tax
assesses, which is around
0.4 per cent of the total
such documents, cannot
be termed a “minuscule”
number to harm the
country’s economy, the
Supreme Court has said.

The apex court said
that it has come on re-
cord that 11.35 lakh du-
plicate or fraudulent per-
manent account numbers
have been detected and
out of these, 10.52 lakh
cases pertain to individu-
al assesses.

It made the obser-
vations in a 157-page
judgement while uphold-
ing the validity of section
139AA of the Income
Tax Act making Aadhaar
mandatory for allotment
of PAN cards and filing of
tax returns.

The court, however,
put a partial stay on its
implementation till its
Constitution Bench ad-
dressed the larger issue
of right to privacy related
to Aadhaar.

Section 139AA of the
Act provides for manda-
tory quoting of Aadhaar
or enrolment ID of Aad-
haar application form
for filing of income tax
returns and making ap-
plication for allotment of
PAN with effect from July
1 this year.

“It was sought to be
argued (by the petition-
ers) that persons found
with duplicate/bogus
PAN cards are hardly 0.4
per cent and, therefore,
there was no need to
have such a provision,” a
bench headed by Justice
A K Sikri said on Friday.

“We cannot go by
percentage figures. The
absolute number of such
cases is 10.52 lakh, which
figure, by no means, can
be termed as minuscule
to harm the economy and
create adverse effect on
the nation,” the bench,
also comprising Justice
Ashok Bhushan, said.

Passengers were evacuate

d from a UK-bound plane via emergency slides after concerns over an onboard

conversation that included “terrorist content”. The easy]Jet flight from Slovenia diverted to Germany where it
made an unscheduled landing on Saturday evening. A backpack was later blown up and a witness said two men
were led away from the aircraft in handcuffs. Reports later said a third man had been detained. German police
said passengers reported the men had been having a discussion that included “terrorist content”. Some 151
passengers left flight EZY3246 on the emergency slides after “the pilot had been informed about a suspicious
conversation on board”. After being evacuated, passengers were taken to a gate to be checked by police and the
airport said experts had “blown up” a piece of luggage.

Exit from Jharia coal belt to cost
railways Rs 2,500 crore

NEw DELHI, JuN 11 (PTI):
The Indian Railways is
staring at a possible loss
of over Rs 2,500 crore
annually due to imminent
closure of the 41-km long
line between Chandra-
pura and Dhanbad as the
land around the section in
Jharia coalfields has start-
ed caving in due to under-
ground fire.

Rail traffic on the sec-
tion will be completely
suspended from June 15.

The closure of the
section in Jharkhand will
affect the daily move-
ment of 37 passenger
and freight trains result-
ing in a loss of about Rs 7
crore a day.

Jharia, one of India’s
biggest coalfields is esti-
mated to have nearly 80
cases of underground
fire since 1916.

According to experts,
unsafe and illegal mining
has led to fire in coal de-
posits under the surface of
the Jharia coalfields. The
continuous fire now pose a
serious risk to the popula-
tion living in the area and a
threat to rail transport.

The Director General
of Mining Safety has stat-
ed in its reports that land
around the coalfield has
finally started caving in
and public utility assets

including the age-old
railway tracks are no lon-
ger safe now.

The PMO held a meet-
ing last month with offi-
cials from the Railway
Ministry, the Coal Minis-
try, the Jharkhand gov-
ernment and other min-
istries concerned to take
stock of the situation and
in principle it was agreed
upon to shift all utilities
and railway line from the
affected area.

“We have been asked to
consider the exit plan from
Jharia coalbelt to draw up
its diversion path for the
Dhanbad-  Chandrapura
line,” said a senior Railway
Ministry official who at-
tended the meeting.

The meeting chaired
by Nripendra Mishra, the
Principal Secretary to the
Prime Minister, was also
attended by senior offi-
cials from the Geological
Survey of India and NITI
Aayog to discuss the ac-
tion plan to divert the
double line from the area.

Besides the goods
trains that carry excavat-
ed coal from the mines,
the affected 37 pairs of
daily train services some
of the important trains
include the Howrah-Ran-
chi Shatabdi Express,
Patna-Ranchi Janshatab-

di Express, Dhanbad-Pat-
na Pataliputra Express,
Hatia-Gorakhpur  Mau-
rya Express, and Dhan-
bad-Alappuzha Express.

There are a num-
ber of problems asso-
ciated with the task of
closing down the Dhan-
bad-Chandrapura line,
said the official.

Drawing out a com-
pletely new line entails
acquiring of land, ensuring
alignment with the exist-
ing network, setting up rail
tracks and station infra-
structure which will take
aminimum of three years.

Though multiple com-
mittees and expert groups
have advised the gov-
ernment ways to douse
the underground fires
since nationalisation of
mines began in 1971, only
around 10 fires out of 80
have been extinguished
using different methods.

Railways is also mull-
ing the possibility of keep-
ing the track alive by miti-
gating fire-related circum-
stances at the most vul-
nerable points by pushing
nitrogen foam mixed with
water through boreholes
in affected mines; filling
up of cavities with sand
and mud to cut-off oxygen
supply and sprinkling wa-
ter to lower temperatures.

Dhanbad Deputy
Commissioner A Dod-
de has said that he had
received a letter from
the PMO in this regard
and a meeting with the
Dhanbad divisional rail
manager and other offi-
cials would be held soon
to chalk out the further
course of action.

Executive director
(civil engineer) of the rail-
way board, Anil Kumar
Lahoti, had written to the
General Manager of the
East Central Railway, D
K Gayen, for the closure
of the railway line due to
coal mines fire and sub-
sidence in Jharia coalfield.

Lahoti, in his let-
ter, said the Directorate
General of Mines Safety
(DGMS) had submitted
a report on the railway
line, saying a 14-km
stretch of the total 38 km
track was the “most dan-
gerous” due to the under-
ground mines fire.

“So, having consid-
ered DGMS' reports
based on inspection
and study, the (Railway)
board has decided to
stop operation of pas-
sengers and goods traffic
with effect from June 15.
So take immediate and
necessary action accord-
ingly,” the letter said.

FLAT AVAILABLE FOR
COMMERCIAL OPERATIONS:
Aflat measuring around
3,000 sq ft across an entire
floor; conveniently located

on the roadside and ideal for
development into a showroom,
bank or corporate office, is
available for rent at Church
Road, DPH. The property

is available for immediate
occupation and can also

be developed to suit the
requirements of prospective
tenants. Contact 9434117687

The new museum
complex has a 65-foot
deep foundation, and is
quake and fire resistant,
damp-proof and highly
secure.

It has been designed
by local architects and
the exteriors depict the
traditional Kashmiri ar-
chitecture even as the in-
teriors have state-of-the-
art facilities.

Zahid, however, add-
ed the museum lacked a
backup generator in case
there was power outage
as well as human re-
source like sweepers etc.

~ SummitTIMES ~

CLASSIFIEDS

To book advertisements in
this space, call 03592-208698;
9933427505; 9734152451
TRIBAL PLOT FOR
SALE: Land situated at
Jorethang Road, Nam-
chi [backside] touches
Tinzer road measuring
70ftx200 ft approximate-
ly is available for imme-
diate sale. For details
contact:  85097-06344,

973312662.

FLAT FOR RENT:
2BHK including  toi-
let-bathroom, located
above Accountant Gen-
eral's quarters, Devel-
opment Area. Contact
9734764711 for details.

MIZORAM STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR FLAMINGO MORNING

(Including Super Prize Amt)

2nd Prize Rs.9500/-

3rd Prize Rs.9000/-

4th Prize Rs.1000/-
5th Prize Rs.600/-

6th Prize Rs.250/-

Issued by:

Draw No:43 DrawDate on:11/06/17
1st Prize Rs.50 Lakhs/- 92191735

Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 91735 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)

09939 31866 37089 50086 84338
8888290917 91211 93854 94683

08848 09774 10749 11463 25409
34912 37735 44761 80062 96331

0025 0945 1925 2968 3383 4966 6773 8554 9041 9795
0085 0511 0631 1894 2049 3060 4664 5192 6511 8389

0016 0171 0357 0371 0488 0812 1172 1297 1307 1315
1346 1418 1469 1599 1621 1699 1753 1821 1857 2115
2370 2389 2669 2770 2864 2944 3073 3077 3103 3247
34103421 3425 3442 3637 3770 3789 3949 3978 3990
4008 4149 4326 4408 4437 4470 4773 5099 5399 5412
5460 5503 5526 5535 5675 6058 6155 6245 6283 6415
6520 6591 6638 6737 6776 6786 6882 7240 7291 7491
7520 7554 7761 7865 7913 7957 8088 8123 8278 8327
8330 8422 8428 8429 8519 8628 8925 9102 9129 9218
9241 9275 9342 9377 9497 9538 9547 9705 9911 9942

The Director, Mizoram State Lotteries,
For results please visit: www.mizoramlotteries.com

NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES

NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES

2nd Prize Rs.9,000/-

16581 24079 26473 30022 36233
55840 56641 58798 61815 72790
3rd Prize Rs.500/-

[4th Prize Rs.300/-

Sth Prize Rs.130/-

SINGAM RUBY MORNING
Draw time: 11:55 am onwards
Draw No:6 DrawDate on:11/06/17
1st Prize Rs.10 Lakhs/- 96C 35989
(Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.9,100/- 35989 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)

0126 0331 0998 1434 5353 5524 6178 7274 7488 8027
2502 4820 6151 6307 7034 7300 7671 8336 8537 9208

0056 0213 0415 0447 0614 0712 0840 0856 0880 0953
1074 1213 1241 1282 1526 1657 1736 1740 1802 1818
1984 2219 2238 2457 2465 2598 2670 2703 2768 2775
2958 2993 3189 3295 3340 3375 3492 3518 3661 3782
3878 3887 3976 4078 4089 4190 4206 4229 4325 4449
4809 4844 4963 4971 4982 4988 5080 5082 5127 5461
5596 5633 5748 5820 5877 5879 6050 6134 6273 6316
6356 6358 6681 6711 6712 6845 6965 7136 7316 7420
7570 7988 8006 8148 8266 8286 8301 8402 8442 8638
8706 8732 8892 9047 9066 9162 9177 9309 9574 9986

[2nd Prize Rs.9500/-

3rd Prize Rs.9000/-

ath Prize Rs.1000/-
5th Prize Rs.600/-

[6th Prize Rs.250/-

issued by:

The Director, Nagaland State Lotteries, Kohima, Nagaland.
For Results, please visit: www.nagalandlotteries.com

DEAR GENTLE EVENING
Draw time: 08:00 pm onwards
Draw No:111 DrawDate on:11/06/17
1st Prize Rs.50 Lakhs/- 98K 46591
(Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 46591 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)

14474 17306 19441 52841 55734
56272 69561 74106 82538 86675

04584 06946 13352 14262 48410
63503 74440 87465 94761 98674

0180 0260 1417 3941 4734 5660 5760 6331 8377 8379
0020 2447 2654 3462 5731 5781 6888 7141 8415 9384

0056 0198 0214 0458 0719 0757 0781 1107 1124 1139
1284 1295 1322 1553 1696 1850 2024 2188 2291 2311
2384 2636 2685 2972 2999 3212 3245 3263 3296 3332
3355 3453 3516 3643 3670 3966 4210 4329 4573 4735
4954 4959 5093 5183 5277 5453 5554 5707 5890 5995
6042 6079 6091 6126 6157 6345 6466 6644 6652 6687
6729 6786 6807 6875 7019 7201 7333 7487 7527 7702
7707 7990 8028 8185 8240 8475 8571 8581 8588 8716
8857 8866 8878 9014 9045 9067 9209 9322 9332 9447
9582 9591 9598 9602 9695 9823 9848 9870 9873 9987

KINDLY CHECK THE RESULTS WI

TH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE.

1st Prize Rs.50 Lakhs/- 97D 07454
(Including Super Prize Amt)

2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
13029 13976 15608 31996 67962
68044 69850 75306 90112 98184
3rd Prize Rs.9000/-
00884 11655 22823 26413 27674
54580 54878 61715 90858 92993
4th Prize Rs.1000/-

5th Prize Rs.600/-

6th Prize Rs.250/-

DEAR PROSPECT
Draw No:47 DrawDate on:11/06/17

Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 07454 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)

1189 1710 2110 3592 4573 5293 6101 6986 8106 8616
1787 2931 4461 5982 5988 6727 7272 7543 9024 9228

0154 0433 0439 0531 0618 0621 0651 0668 0689 0836
0886 0903 1166 2042 2242 2280 2344 2423 2556 2582
2611 2649 2651 2664 2667 2679 2707 2748 2837 2960
2983 3031 3126 3415 3437 3475 3563 3765 3840 3949
4380 4436 4563 4630 4663 4731 4877 4881 5006 5029
5144 5424 5594 5736 5924 5936 5964 6073 6227 6261
6322 6493 6528 6578 6738 6783 6784 6877 6941 6980
7137 7386 7445 7620 7712 7978 8157 8236 8296 8345
8381 8837 8864 8904 8928 8965 9131 9162 9246 9254
9315 9450 9559 9637 9640 9663 9698 9735 9808 9835

SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES

SINGAM ZEAL EVENING
Draw No:18 DrawDate on:11/06/17
1st Prize Rs.10 Lakhs/- 94A 63274
(Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.9,100/- 63274 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)

2nd Prize Rs.9,000/-

3rd Prize Rs.500/-
j4th Prize Rs.300/-

[5th Prize Rs.130/-

[T

05396 06099 09348 19207 22507
46973 50951 73330 95070 96443

0489 0789 0977 3409 4970 5211 5981 7231 7510 8114

0957 3602 5230 5822 5866 7241 7405 8137 9076 9862

0085 0147 0188 0194 0238 0527 0580 0583 0600 0621
0653 0923 1127 1135 1216 1273 1297 1326 1333 1532
1700 1770 1850 2069 2170 2252 2290 2550 2705 2829
2876 2903 2940 3247 3286 3331 3357 3401 3430 3483
3676 3695 3787 3949 4021 4081 4082 4192 4285 4373
4434 4539 4619 4651 4769 4899 4947 4993 5062 5063
5242 5290 5404 5596 5749 6006 6140 6198 6366 6369
6403 6554 6694 6741 6859 7091 7114 7157 7307 7337
7380 7924 8062 8098 8144 8332 8563 8610 8820 8822
8845 8960 8977 9178 9212 9223 9448 9664 9803 9844

The Director, Sikkim State Lotteries, Deorali-737102
Please visit: www.sikkimlotteries.com
KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE

ARUNACHAL PRADESH STATE LOTTERIES

1st Prize Rs.10,000/- A 03023
2nd Prize Rs.5,000/-

3rd Prize Rs.500/-
4th Prize Rs.250/-
5th Prize Rs.100/-

6th Prize Rs.50/-

RUDRA GANAPATHY
Draw No:93 DrawDate on:11/06/17

0767 2758 3951 4400 5440 5463 5588 6494 6852 8752
0339 2102 2351 3052 3448 4050 5784 5846 6238 8146
0834 3373 4933 5200 5930 6093 6454 7644 8667 9308
0874 1077 3253 3355 5630 5705 6503 7114 7721 8968

0002 1027 1919 2896 4251 5329 6066 7095 8313 9193
0093 1197 2069 2911 4277 5424 6216 7323 8498 9273
0133 1219 2258 3031 4311 5525 6292 7345 8748 9281
0187 1260 2271 3499 4703 5568 6334 7451 8778 9293
0242 1336 2336 3553 4748 5576 6373 7615 8795 9349
0464 1407 2492 3572 4890 5635 6380 8006 8868 9353
0603 1416 2664 3716 4978 5748 6406 8015 8911 9633
0631 1453 2699 3731 5027 5880 6473 8061 8918 9641
1001 1469 2769 3774 5071 5918 6614 8242 9087 9709
1004 1812 2812 4069 5255 5954 6754 8269 9152 9764

2nd Prize Rs.5,000/-
3rd Prize Rs.500/-
4th Prize Rs.250/-
5th Prize Rs.100/-

6th Prize Rs.50/-

Draw No:93 DrawDate on:11/06/17
1st Prize Rs.10,000/-

0603 3529 4884 5134 6981 7030 7822 8303 9638 9851
1731 1749 1876 2504 3628 3850 4630 6310 8699 9767
0386 3280 4087 4457 5351 5401 5821 7053 7423 9793
0376 1433 3033 3602 4866 5033 5572 8248 8434 9736

0030 0716 1493 2414 3405 4603 6105 6393 7095 8654
0072 0783 1626 2426 3493 4685 6119 6493 7190 8745
0118 0872 1659 2577 3581 4898 6132 6567 7230 8752
0121 1000 1700 2580 3637 5266 6160 6683 7610 9082
0195 1055 1769 2629 3740 5450 6187 6701 7639 9185
0209 1231 2003 3068 3876 5553 6203 6822 7801 9239
0210 1260 2027 3119 4022 5752 6207 6972 7881 9337
0340 1345 2120 3212 4281 5766 6255 7015 7947 9526
0358 1356 2286 3219 4495 5917 6269 7050 8297 9848
0602 1477 2295 3372 4593 6008 6343 7084 8503 9874

MEEN RASI

A 08660

Issued by: The Commissioner, Arunachal Pradesh State Lotteries, Itanagar.
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THE SECRET
PLACE BY
TANA FRENCH

BOOK OF THE WEEK

the world of teenage girls.

A boy was found dead
over a year ago at a girls’
boarding school in the sub-
urbs of Dublin with the cap-

he Secret Place, the tion: | KNOW WHO KILLED

fifth installation in Tana HIM. One morning, 16-year
French’s Dublin _ old Holly Mackey
Murder Squad se- " | brings detective
ries is by far our HH —= | Stephen Moran
favorite  French a board called,
mystery. A French “The Secret

mystery has a cer-
tain
many lack, which
is interesting and |
exhilarating de- _rm m A
scriptive passag- | |
es! Plus, we love
French’s take on

ingredient

Place,” which is a
safe haven where
students can
pin their secrets
anonymously.
. | With the addition
s | of a pin, which
24 alludes to the

boy’s death, it seems that ev-
ery clue, which is discovered
leads Detective Moran to Hol-
ly’s group of friends and fam-
ily. Soon, the underground
and secretive world of girls is
exposed and proves to be far
more obscure and cruel than
expected.

Without a doubt French
has mastered the politics of
being a teenage girl. If YA lit
is not your thing, but if you
love mysteries and thrillers,
you will revel in French’s
haunting study of the crazy,
complicated, borderline ob-
sessive and interesting world
of friendship and loyalty in
the realm of teenage girls.

KATY PERRY ‘FORGIVES’ LONGTIME POP RIVAL
TAYLOR SWIFT AND SAYS SHE ‘LOVES HER’

Cevin MazurWirsimage

aty Perry announced she

wants to finally end her
three-year feud with pop ri-
val Taylor Swift during her
promotional ‘Witness World
Wide’ livestream on Saturday.

‘1 am ready to let it go!
the 32-year-old Swish Swish
songstress told Thrive Global
Podcast’s Arianna Huffing-
ton before breaking into the
2013 Disney anthem. ‘I for-
give, I forgive, 1 forgive her
and I'm sorry for anything I
ever did, and I hope the same
from her!

The 13-time Grammy
nominee continued: ‘I think
it's time. There are bigger
fish to fry, and there are real
problems in the world. You
know what I'm saying? And |
love her, and I want the best
for her. And I think she’s a
fantastic songwriter’

Katy - whose parents are
Pentecostal pastors - went
on to bless the 27-year-old
10-time Grammy winner ‘on
her journey. ‘If we, both her
and |, can be representatives
of strong women that come
together despite their dif-
ferences, 1 think the whole
world is going to go like,
“Yeah, well we can do this,’

For songwriter said without
naming names. ‘I was like,
“Oh, we're just straight-up
enemies.” And it wasn’t even
about a guy! It had to do with
business. She basically tried
to sabotage an entire arena
tour. She tried to hire a bunch
of people out from under me.

Shortly after, Katy tweet-
ed a Mean Girls reference:
‘Watch out for the Regina
George in sheep’s clothing’

The Chained to the Rhythm
singer will next headline the
UK’s Glastonbury Festival in
Pilton on June 24 alongside
the Foo Fighters, Run the
Jewels, and The National.

Meanwhile, Swift warned
the Super Saturday Night au-
dience inside Houston’s Club
Nomadic back on February
4: T'm only doing one show
in 2017, and as far as I know,
this is that show”

Perry (born Katheryn Hud-
son) mused.

‘I don’t know. Like maybe
I don’t agree with everything
she does and she doesn’t
agree with everything I do,
but I just really truly want to
come together in a place of
love and forgiveness and un-
derstanding and compassion.

The Bon Appétit belter’s
frenemy frustration was re-
hashed, yet again, because
Taylor decided to release her
entire back catalogue to all
streaming services the same
day as her new record. Katy-
Cats and Swifties battled over
Twitter about whether the

THIS DAY

[V HISTORT

12TH JUNE
WORLD HISTORY

1429: Joan of Arc led the
French Army to successfully
capture the English Com-
mander, William de la Pole,
during the Battle of Jargeau
in the Hundred Year’s War
1550: King Gustav I of Swe-
den founded the city of Hel-
sinki. The city, which is cur-
rently the capital of Finland,
was a part of Sweden at that
time

1843: Sir David Gill, a Scot-
tish astronomer known for
measuring astronomical dis-
tances, was born on this day
1942: On her 13th birth-
day this day, Anne Frank
received a diary. She wrote
her experiences in it during
the German occupation of
Netherlands in the World
War Il which later was re-
leased posthumously after
her death titled ‘The Diary of
a Young Girl’

1964: Anti-apartheid leader

Dr. RAJEN UPADHYAY
Assistant Professor in History,
Namchi Govt. College

Nelson Mandela was sen-
tenced to life imprisonment
on charges of ‘sabotage’ in
South Africa

1994: World’s largest twin-
jet Boeing 777 made its first
slight

INDIAN HISTORY

1761: Balaji Bajirao (Nana
Saheb), the third Peshwa
of the Maratha Empire died
after losing in the Battle of
Panipat.

1894: Basushottam Vishwa-
nath Bapat, internationally
famed Pali language expert,
translator, and editor, was
born.

1952: Jammu and Kashmir
Assembly decided to termi-
nate hereditary monarchy.
1960: In New Delhi, 783
Sikhs were arrested while
demonstrating for an inde-
pendent Sikh state.

I Don’t Want to Live Forever
singer’s move was designed
to upstage the release of the
buzzcut blonde’s fifth studio
album Witness.

According to TMZ, their
‘Bad Blood’ stemmed from
three of Swift’s back-up danc-
ers quitting her Red Tour in
2014 to join Perry’s Prismat-
ic World Tour. Taylor went on
to complain about a ‘straight-
up enemy’ pop star in her
Rolling Stone cover inter-
view that September.  ‘She
did something so horrible,
the This is What You Came

AKSHAY

KUMAR’S NEW POSTER

OF TOILET: EK PREM
KATHA SPEAKS

NO TOILET, NO BRIDE

FOR ITSELF

kshay Kumar’s much awaited and talk-of-the-town
film, Toilet: Ek Prem Katha is all set for its trailer re-

lease tomorrow. And Akshay is creating the
hype as he releases posters of the film now
and then. The latest poster sees him dancing
the avatar of a groom, but the catch is in the

caption of the poster which reads “No Toilet,

Except for addressing the topic of open defecation, now
we are made to think if the movie has anything to do with

the bride dumping the groom for not providing a toilet.

No Bride”

LOCKHORNS

T& REINER

"

"DUH! WELL, OF COURSE IT'S YOU AND NOT ME!"

ARCTIC CIRCLE HALLA

SCIENTISTS ARE BUEMING
JHCUSANDS CF GREEN TEA

| TROUGHT THEY WeRe
TRUING To MARE [T

1 MADE WREN'S PEDIATRICIAN
amwa(:am BEFORE T kHEW

THE DAY AHEAD

ARIES: You may be sensitive, Ar-
ies, but you’re also persistent. The
waves you’ve surfed in the past few
weeks have only strengthened your
resolve. However, you will have
to be satisfied with this past period
of thrills. The weeks ahead will be
much quieter. Use the time to re-
gain some control over your life and
work hard to simplify your attitudes.
TAURUS: Perhaps the last few
weeks impressed you as one of
the most intense periods yet in this
year. You will certainly admit that
anything related to affairs of the
heart was endowed with profound
and lasting meaning. It’s now time
for a physical and psychological
rest in order to let you fully inte-

grate your experiences. The weeks
ahead offer a calm and quiet oasis.
GEMINI: The day ahead will suit
you, but you mustn’t expect mira-
cles. Now is a time of healing. In
the weeks ahead you will restore
harmony to your energies and re-
gain your fitness with improved
diet and lifestyle. Your emotional
life gets an overhaul as well, as you
find the courage to confront certain
unsettling issues.

CANCER: Yes, Cancer, you ha-
ven’t finished all the cleaning up
that remains in many areas. You’re
going to have to get your papers in
order, pay off old debts, face phys-
ical or moral obligations, and fix
technical problems. That’s a lot of

work! Fortunately, once it’s done,
your emotional baggage will be
considerably lighter, enabling you
to go farther and faster.

LEO: The astral energy says
there’s a time for everything. We
tend to repeat certain tasks we like
doing, while those we dislike we
try to get out of the way as quick-
ly as possible. It seems reasonable,
but the Universe reminds you that
you should make as much space in
your life for what you don’t like as
for what you do, because each task
is related to the other in some way.
VIRGO: Reality isn’t always as ex-
citing as you’d like it to be, Virgo.
But isn’t this because you interpret
reality in a particular way? You rare-

ly look at things in detail, because
fundamentally, details don’t interest
you. But if you look around, you
will discover that the details of a tru-
ly epic event are currently unfolding
before your eyes. Put some new
lenses in your glasses!

LIBRA: The planetary energies
are encouraging you to make some
adjustments regarding your so-
cial ambitions. You may desire to
change professions or your circle
of friends. This is trickier than you
might think, as the culture of your
current world is an extension of
you. You’re drawn to what’s famil-
iar. Your natural tendency will be to
go back to where you came from.
SCORPIO: This planetary energy

is going to test your recurring de-
sire to go to the other side of the
world or have a ready exit in any
relationship. You do this so you
won’t feel trapped and, above all,
so you won’t be dependent. This
is one of your strengths, Scorpio,
but it’s also one of your weakness-
es. Throughout the next few weeks
you will be pushed to involve your-
self more intimately with others.

SAGITTARIUS: Why do you find
relationships difficult, Sagittarius?
You know interactions with oth-
ers help you learn and grow. This
is the case for everyone. But for
you, especially, relationships are
important because they help keep
you grounded. Too often you dream

about reality rather than confront it.
Today’s aspects are going to insist
that you make a greater effort with
the people closest to you.
CAPRICORN: The end of one cy-
cle signals the beginning of a new
one. Today, you will embark on a
new period of understanding that
harmonizes your energies. You may
have taken more risks than usual late-
ly as you exposed emotions you nor-
mally keep hidden. Did you overdo it
or could you have gone even further
out on that limb? You have a period
of clarity ahead to think about it.
AQUARIUS: Have you noticed
a certain strain on your emotions,
Aquarius? You’re resilient, but
even you have found all the recent

intensity a bit too much. You can
relax now. The next few weeks
promise to be calmer. Sunnier skies
will gradually return. Your efforts
will concentrate on your love life.
You know you need security and
stability. If you work steadily, you
will attain those goals!

PISCES: The past few weeks may
have seemed Earth shattering, Pi-
sces. You may still be trembling
slightly as you head into the com-
ing weeks. Fortunately, the current
astral configuration promises to be
calmer, although not necessarily
less intense. You will be able to
apply recent decisions regarding
your domestic life and finally settle
some important matters.
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