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50 LAKHS TO 1 
CRORE TENDER 
IN GRAM 
PANCHAYAT 
LEVEL
REBYNA RANA
Jorethang, 14 May:
Chief Minister Pawan Cham-
ling commenced the South-
West league of his 32-day vil-
lage to village tour under Jan 
Samparka Abhiyan from Pipa-
lay under Zoom Salghari Con-
stituency at the playground 
of Pipalay Secondary School 
today. He was accompanied 
by SLA Speaker, KN Rai, Area 
MLA cum Minister, AK Gha-
tani, Cabinet Ministers, Chair-
mans, Advisors, Head of De-
partments, public, panchayats 
and students at large.

At the onset, the CM ac-
companied by the dignitaries 
laid the foundation stone for 
the construction of addition-
al infrastructure of a 50-bed-

ded hospital at Jorethang CHC 
premises.

Addressing the gathering, 
Mr Chamling spoke in brief 
about the aim and objective of 

Jan Samparka Abhiyan which 
he said is to understand issues 
and problems at the grass 
root level for developments to 
get underway and to positive-

ly elevate the socio-economic 
status of the populace in ev-
ery constituency of Sikkim.

He highlighted how 
the State Government has 

brought about quality pro-
gression in terms of infra-
structure development, wom-
en empowerment, preserving 
of literature and assured that 

the state government will 
consistently strive to work in 
the interest of the public even 
in the coming days.

“When we irst came to 
power in 1994, we imme-
diately worked towards en-
suring food security for the 
people of Sikkim. We lowered 
the prices of food grains, dis-
tributed 35 kg of rice for free 
on a monthly basis. Our gov-
ernment distributed free uni-
forms, text books and exercise 
copies to students in schools. 
While earlier the State faced 
issues of shortage of food 
grains, after our government 
came into power, that prob-
lem was solved too,” said Mr 
Chamling.

Addressing the traders of 
the State, Mr Chamling said, 
“We have issued Residential 
Certi icates and trade licenses 
for traders. After completing 
my 32-day tour of Sikkim, I 
will be conducting a session 
with them and distribute GCI 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 14 M : Responding to 
the call of “Beat Plastic Pollution”, 
this year’s World Environment 
Day theme, 12 mountain States 
came together in Gangtok for a 
two-daylong workshop to discuss 
the issues of waste. The workshop 
was organised by the Integrated 
Mountain Initiative [IMI] in collab-
oration with Rural Management 
and Development Department, 
Government of Sikkim and Zero 
Waste Himalaya with support from 
the State Pollution Control Board, 
WWF- India, SDC - IHCAP project 
and FAO, a press release informs.

Over 100 delegates from 12 
mountains States including Sikkim 
participated in this workshop.

During the workshop, par-
ticipants from the various States 
shared about the policies and prac-
tices that were in place in their ar-

eas and also discussed on the chal-
lenges. On the second day, a session 
on zero waste principles and prac-
tices was led by Roshan Rai.

Planning for the Himalayan 
Cleanup, an event slated for 26 
May, 2018 was discussed wherein 
cleanup drives will be held across 
the 12 mountain States as a show 
of solidarity that the mountain 
States stood united in their effort 
to beat plastic pollution.

Various institutions, schools, 
Municipalities, Urban Local Bod-
ies will be taking part in this event 
across the Himalayan States. The 
cleanup also involved conducting 
a waste audit and brand audit on 
the garbage collected, which will 
give an idea on the amount of trash 
that was collected in the moun-
tains. The collated data from the 
12 States will be presented at a 
national WED event organised in 

Delhi by the Ministry of Forest and 
Environment.

The last session of the day had 
the presence of MP Lok Sabha, 
PD Rai. He stressed on the need 
to carry forward the idea of zero 
waste in every State as a pathway 
to sustainable development. Being 
the founding member of the Inte-
grated Mountain Initiative, he also 
apprised the gathering about the 
concept of IMI and that it stood 
committed to the issue of sustain-
able waste management. He also 
mentioned that a prize could be in-
stituted for the Himalayan Cleanup 
for the best clean up event that was 
organised amongst the 12 States.

The organizers, RMDD, IMI and 
Zero Waste Himalaya, have extend-
ed gratitude to all the agencies - 
WWF- India, State Pollution Control 
Board, SDC IHCAP and FAO for the 
support provided for this event.

12 mountain States stand committed
to Beat Plastic Pollution

NIRMAL MANGAR
G , 14 M :

Eleven people including passengers 
of a private bus and driver of a truck 

were injured when a bus collided head-
on with a truck at 32 Mile near Singtam 
this morning at around 6 am.

According to police, the Siligu-
ri bound bus bearing its registration 
number WB-73D-8496 was plying over 
wrong side of the lane when it hit the 
truck SK-01D-3354 coming from the op-
posite direction.

A case of negligence and rash driving 
has been registered against the bus driver.

The injured have been admitted at 
Central Referral Hospital, Gangtok and 
District Hospital in Singtam.

Head-on collision between bus
and truck leave 11 injured

Panchayats to ensure SDF victory
in assembly polls: Chamling

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 14 M : Sik-
kim Democratic Front 
party has suggested SKM 
Sangha MLA, Sonam 
Lama on behalf of Sik-
kimese people not to glib 
and play with sensitive 
demands of the people 
of Sikkim in centre. The 
ruling party has alleged 
that SKM MLA has been 
repeatedly placing the 
fabricated misleading 
subjects to the Central 
Government in Delhi on 
the sensitive political 
subjects of Sikkim. 

While strongly con-

demning the act of the 
SKM MLA, the ruling par-
ty has asserted that the 
press statement of Sang-
ha MLA issued on Sunday 
alleging the SDF Govern-
ment for not placing the 
issue of Limboo-Tamang 
seat reservation properly 
was totally false and con-
spiring statement.

A press release is-
sued by SDF Spokesper-
son, Bhim Dahal stated 
that after getting the 
tribal status the State 
Government has placed 
the demand of the seat 
reservation for Limboo 

and Tamang for numer-
ous times to the Centre 
and it is presently under 
the consideration of the 
Home Ministry but Sang-
ha MLA has convenient-
ly and shamelessly not 
tried to understand this 
fact deliberately. 

The release men-
tioned that SKM MLA 
should know that when 
the State Government 
was pursuing the issue 
of seat reservation for 
Limboo and Tamang se-
riously the then BJP state 
president, HR Pradhan 

SDF alleges Sangha MLA of
misleading the centre 
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PM reshuf les 
cabinet; Irani 
removed 
as I and B 
Minister
N  D , M  14 
(PTI): Smriti Irani, 
whose tenure as the In-
formation and Broad-
casting Minister was 
mired in controversy, 
was tonight divested of 
the portfolio as Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
reshuf led his cabinet in 
which Rail Minister Piy-
ush Goyal was given the 
additional charge of the 
Finance Ministry.

Irani’s deputy in the I 
and B Ministry has been 
given the charge of the 
key portfolio.

A Rashtrapati Bhavan 
communique said Ra-
thore has been assigned 
the independent charge 
as Minister of State in the 
Ministry of Information 
and Broadcasting.

This is the second 
time that Irani has been 
moved from a key min-
istry as she was earlier 
shifted from the HRD 
Ministry to the relatively 
low-pro ile Textile Minis-
try. She remain the Tex-
tile Minister.

The communique 
said that during the 
indisposition of Arun 
Jaitley, the portfolio of 
Finance and Ministry of 
Corporate Affairs, have 
been “temporarily” been 
assigned to Goyal.

Jaitley underwent a 
kidney transplant today 
and is recovering.

S S Ahluwalia has 
been relieved of the 
charge of Minister of 
State in Drinking Water 
and Sanitation Ministry 
and assigned a new port-
folio of Electronics and 
Information Technology, 
the communique said.

Alphons Kannantha-
nam has been relieved as 
Minister of State in the 
Ministry of Electronics and 
Information Technology.

He continues as Min-
ister of State for Tourism. 
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WANGCHUK BHUTIA
M , 14 M :

Private medical test 
laboratory was in-

augurated at Pentok in 
Mangan, North Sikkim 
today in the presence of 
District Collector, North, 
Karma R Bonpo, as chief 
guest accompanied by 
Chief Medical Of icer, 
North, Dr Baroon Subba, 
Entrepreneur & Social 
Worker from Namchi, Kul 
Prasad Chettri, and pro-

prietor of the test center, 
Sujata Gurung.

Mr Bonpo urged the 
proprietor and the staff 
of the test center to pro-
vide facilities to the pub-
lic at reasonable rates.

Proprietor, Ms Gu-
rung assured to serve 
the general public at 
affordable charges for 
their best services and 
to upgrade the laborato-
ry with more facilities at 
the earliest.

SUMMIT TIMES
G , 14 M :

Indian Cardamom Re-
search Institute [Re-

gional Research Station], 
Spices Board, Tadong 
conducted daylong expo-
sure-cum-training pro-
gramme on organic cul-
tivation aspects of large 
cardamom at the Insti-
tute’s research farm at 
Pangthang in East Sikkim 
today. Twenty two farm-
ers from nine districts of 
Nagaland along with two 
Horticulture Develop-
ment Of icers attended 
the programme, a press 
release informs.

During the pro-
gramme, Deputy Director 
[In-charge], BA Gudade, 
informed about the on-
going research activities 
of ICRI [RRS], disease and 
nutrient management in 

large cardamom, nurs-
ery establishment and 

its various aspects like 
selection of site, planting 

material, pretreatment 
with bio-agents, follow 

up action in later stages 
of nursery. He also dis-

cussed about the ongoing 
market trends and recent 
developments of large 
cardamom cultivation in 
North East India. 

Another scientist from 
Crop Improvement divi-
sion, Ashutosh Gautam, 
explained about the pol-
lination and breeding be-
havior, adoption of climate 
resilient practices in large 
cardamom. He empha-
sized on quality planting 
material for better yield 
and to adopt eco-friendly 
practices and sustainable 
approach of large carda-
mom cultivation.

The farmers as well 
as of icials expressed 
gratitude to the Deputy 
Director [Research] and 
staff ICRI, Spices Board 
for conducting the expo-
sure visit at the research 
farm in Pangthang.

Nagaland farmers visit ICRI, Spices Board in Tadong

Private medical 
general test laboratory 
inaugurated at Pentok

G , 14 M : Gram 
Panachayat Unit of 50 
Patuk Singbel in associ-
ation with International 
Panaacea Limited [IPL] 
orgnanised a training 
and demonstration pro-
gramme on “Importance 
of Organic Farming and 
Specializes Biological 
Solution in Agriculture 
application” at Govern-
ment Senior Secondary 
School, Makha in East 

Sikkim on 12 May, a press 
release informs.

Deputy Director, Ma-
jhitar Horticulture Farm, 
Yogesh Sharma, high-
lighted on mushroom 
cultivation. He demon-
strated on mushroom 
cultivation right from its 
seed preparation to fer-
mentation and setting up 
in poly bags.

“Mushroom cultiva-
tion practice can be done 

as part time or full time 
and is a bene icial scheme 
for farmers as well as stu-
dents,” he added.

Deputy Director, 
Horticulture & Cash 
Crops Development 
Department, KL Koira-
la, explained about the 
schemes under the de-
partment and urged the 
participants to follow the 
policies and methods of 
organic farming.

A PhD scholar from 
Scotland, David Humpry, 
was also present in the 
programme as observ-
er. He is in the State for 
his research on organic 
farming. He appreciat-
ed the participation of 
the school children and 
extended gratitude to 
the organizers, Principal 
and the school staff for 
making him a part of the 
event.

IPL holds training programme on 
organic farming at Patuk Singbel

iled a case in the Su-
preme Court and this 
issue remained sub-ju-
dice till January 2015. 
The release added that 
the people of Sikkim are 
well known to the fact 
that the SDF President, 
the Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling placed this de-
mand to the Prime Min-
ister, Home Minister and 
other concerned Minis-
tries and agencies in the 
Centre in strong man-
ner. Sonam Lama should 
remember that the CM 
has again placed this 
along with other three 
demands to the Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
on 18 January 2016 at 
Chintan Bhawan which 
was witnessed by the 
people of Sikkim, the re-
lease added.  

The release further 
stated that SDF party was 
surprised on the act of 
Sonam Lama to take the 
credit on Karmapa visit 
to Sikkim. The release 
mentioned that the Cen-

tre has granted this per-
mission due to immense 
efforts of SDF leader 
Pawan Chamling so So-
nam Lama should not act 
smart as it was not suit-
able for him to act over 
from the constituency he 
was representing.

The ruling party 
pointed out that Sangha 
MLA has also overacted 
in the issue of seat res-
ervation for Nepali com-
munities of Sikkim. The 
release informed that 
Sangha MLA should un-
derstand that SDF has 
placed the demand of 
seat reservation for 11 
left out communities of 
Sikkimese Nepali, Rai, 
Gurung, Bahun, Chettri, 
Newar, Mangar, Tha-
mi, Mukhia, Sanyashi, 
Yakha-Dewan to the 
Centre and is presently 
under the consideration 
and has the concrete pro-
gramme for seat reserva-
tion. On the same, Sang-
ha MLA has deliberately 
tried not to understand 
this fact.

SDF alleges Sangha MLA of
misleading the centre 
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SUMMIT REPORT
G , 14 M :

A short ilm by Khus-
boo Sharma, “Boo-

merang”, has been listed 
amongst the top inal 
ilms at the Drishyan-

sa International Mobile 
Film Competition being 
held at Kathmandu in Ne-
pal. Based on menstru-
al stigma, Boomerang 
has been selected from 
out of 600 ilms from 
worldwide. 26-year-old 
Khusboo completed her 
schooling from West 
Point Senior Secondary 

School and later gradu-
ated from Government 
College, Tadong. She 
has completed Diplo-
ma course in Filmmak-
ing from National Film 
School, Kathmandu.

“I am happy with the 
selection and would like 
thank my parents and all 
those who supported me 
in the period of making 
the ilm. The ilm speaks 
about how in some parts 
of the world menstruation 
is still a taboo and girls are 
subjected to untouchablii-
ty,” says Khusboo.

Khusboo Sharma’s 
Boomerang at Drishyansa 

Intl Mobile Film Competition

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 14 M :

Himalayan Bio Organ-
ic Society [HBOS] 

held an awareness pro-
gramme at Nokdara in 
Kalimpong district on 12 
May in the presence of Dr 
BB Gurung from Science 
Centre as chief guest and 
Assistant Project Coordi-
nator from International 
Penaacea Limited, Gang-
tok, Pema T Tamang, as 
resource person, a press 
release informs.

Resource person Mr 
Tamang emphasized on 
integrated development 
projects at Nokdara val-
ley through the HBOS 
comprising all income 
generating schemes to 
establish in the valley to 
strengthen the economic 
condition of the farmers.

“Nokdara Valley has 
full potential as the road 

connectivity and electric-
ity is already completed,” 
he added.

He also informed to 
the participants that all 
Non-Governmental Or-
ganisations, Self-help 
Groups, Community 
Based Organisations, 
Farmers Interest Groups, 
Clubs and Societies 
should come forward to 
work together for the de-
velopment of the entire 
Nokdara valley and its 
surrounding.

“Public participation 
is most important for 
various development 
projects, we should not 
fully dependent on our 
local Government body 
but there are various 
schemes and projects 
under Central Govern-
ment also which can be 
brought here through 
NGOs and other agen-

cies,” said Mr Tamang.
President, HBOS, Ma-

hendra Chhetri, briefed 
about the aims and ob-
jects of the society and 
its future activities. He 
emphasized about in-
tegrated schemes such 
as Organic farming and 
Organic Certi ication 
Process, Agriculture and 
Horticulture Training 
Centre in Nokdara Valley 
and its surrounding vil-
lages. He also mentioned 
about the pathetic condi-
tion of Large Cardamom 
due to disease and frost 
in the valley.

“Under the guidance 
of Block Development 
Of icer [Block II], Algar-
aha we are going to start 
a Multipurpose Coopera-
tive Society in the Nokda-
ra Valley for the bene it 
of the entire public those 
who are residing Nok-

dara, Gitbeyong and Git 
Dabling at the earliest,” 
he added.

Chief guest Dr Gu-
rung, in his address, said, 
“There should be proper 
planning of infrastruc-
ture, beauti ication and 
unique design of huts 
and other allied mat-
ters. For instance, there 
are beautifully designed 
log houses at Lava and 
people like to see such 
houses and architecture. 
Historical places like 
Rampuri Dhaam hold 
religious sentiments and 
are an important asset. 
To attract tourists, the 
beauty of the place has to 
be maintained.”

It may be mentioned 
here, HBOS is a regis-
tered NGO working in 
various ields in Kalim-
pong district.

HBOS holds awareness programme 
on integrated schemes at Nokdara

G , 14 M  [IPR]: 
A meeting of the Block 
level task force on im-
munization with special 
focus on the Human Pa-
piloma Virus [HPV] was 
held at Samdong PHC un-
der BAC Rakdong Tintek 
in East Sikkim today.

The meeting was 
chaired by Block Devel-
opment Of icer, Rakdong 
Tintek, IM Adhikari, and 
attended by Medical Of-
icer Incharge, Samdong 

PHC, Additional Director, 
Human Resource Devel-
opment Department BAC 
and medical personnel 
from all PHSCs under 
Samdong PHC.

During the meet, 
ASHA workers and oth-
er stakeholders were 
also given detailed brief-
ing on the HPV Vaccine 
which will be launched in 
the State in the month of 
June this year.

The HPV Vaccine is 
targeted towards girls of 

age 09-14 years mainly 
for prevention of Cervical 
Cancer and other related 
diseases.

All school heads were 
to contact AD, HRDD 
BAC, Rakdong and pre-
pare list of girl students 
to be submitted during 
next meeting conduct-
ed by the PHC Samdong. 
It is informed that the 
campaign is of two-week 
duration and will ensure 
maximum coverage.

The nurses and sup-
port staff of all the PHSCs 
were given detailed in-
struction on how to make 
arrangements for vacci-
nation and administer the 
vaccine at selected school 
premise. It was further 
informed that on the 
second week, the left out 
students will be covered 
at the PHC or concerned 
PHSC. The second dose of 
HPV will be administered 
after six months and will 
be compulsory.

Block levet meet
on HPV immunization

conducted
at Samdong PHC

G , 14 M  [PIB]: 
Union Home Minister Ra-
jnath Singh today chaired 
a meeting of the High 
Level Committee [HLC] 
for Central Assistance to 
the States of Assam [af-
fected by loods during 
2017-18], Himachal 
Pradesh [affected by 
loods/landslides during 

2017-18], Rajasthan [af-
fected by kharif drought 
during 2017] & Sikkim 
[affected by loods/land-
slides during 2017-18] 
and Union Territory of 
Lakshadweep [affected 

by cyclone Ockhi during 
2017].

The HLC has ap-
proved assistance of Rs 
480.87 crore in respect of 
State of Assam. The HLC 
also approved assistance 
from NDRF amounting 
to Rs 84.60 crore for 
the State of Himachal 
Pradesh, Rs 67.40 crore 
for the State of Sikkim, 
Rs 2.16 crore for the UT 
of Lakshadweep and Rs 
526.14 crore for the State 
of Rajasthan. The total 
assistance approved was 
Rs 1,161.17 crores.

HLC chaired by
Union Home Minister 

approves Rs 67.40 crore 
for Sikkim from NDRF
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Temp: 22°C /13°C
Forecast: Mostly 
cloudy with a couple 
of  thundershowers. 
Sunrise: 04:47 AM
Sunset: 6:17 PM
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SAGAR CHETTRI
G , 14 M :

Yangtse Tours & Trav-
el from Bhutan has 

emerged as the champi-
on of the 17th Chief Min-
ister’s Gold Cup Archery 
Tournament 2018 played 
here at Sikkim Archery 

Association [SAA] ar-
chery ield in Tathangc-
hen. In a contesting inal 
match played on 13 May, 
Yangtse Tours & Travel 
has defeated Sichey from 
Sikkim with 48 points to 
34.

The tournament was 

organised by Sikkim Ar-
chery Association and 
was participated by 17 
teams from Sikkim, West 
Bengal and Bhutan. The 
winners have received 
cash prize of Rs 1 lakh 
and Rs 50,000 was pre-
sented to runners-up 

team along with trophies.
Man of the Match 

trophy was presented to 
Phup Tshering Dukpa of 
Yangtse Tours & Travel 
while Man of the Tour-
nament was given to 
Chewang Dorjee Dukpa 
of Sichey in trigger and 

to Sherap Tharchen of 
Yangtse Tours & Travel in 
inger.

This prestigious ar-
chery tournament is 
an annual event of SAA 
mainly to preserve and 
promote traditional form 
of archery.

Yangtse Tours & Travel, Bhutan bags 17th CM’s
Gold Cup Archery Champion’s trophy 

REBYNA RANA
G , 14 M :

Namchi Senior Sec-
ondary School boys 

defeated St Xavier’s 
School Pakyong 2-1 to-
day to qualify for the 
semi- inal of LD Kazi 
Memorial Gold Cup In-
ter-School Football Tour-
nament 2018 at Chakung 

ground in West Sikkim.
In the second match, 

Modern SSS boys defeat-
ed Tashiding SSS 9-1 to 
enter the semi- inal of 
the tournament.

On 15 May, the irst 
semi- inal match will be 
played between Central 
Pendam SSS and Hee-
Gyathang SSS at 1.30 pm.

Namchi SSS & Modern
SSS boys enter semi fi nals

of LD Kazi tourney

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 14 M ;

After a grand success of 
the Voice of Zion, Zion 

Music Ministries [ZMM] 
has now announced to 
organise Zion Got Tal-
ent, a solo song and solo 
dance competition, un-
der the banner of India 
Evangelistic Crusade in 
Sikkim [IECS]. The com-
petition will be open for 
contestants from Sikkim, 
Darjeeling, Kalimpong, 
Kurseong, Mirik, Dooars 
and Siliguri. The registra-
tion for the competition 
has already been started 
and the auditions are like-
ly to start from last week 
of June.

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 
ZMM Director, John Bhu-
tia, stated that Voice of 
Zion was a state-level 
solo song competition 
and had been a grand 
success. Jennifer Loha-
gun was the winner of 
Voice of Zion and re-
ceived cash prize of Rs 1 
lakh and a music album 
contract with ZMM. It is 
informed that total cash 
prize of Rs 3.35 lakhs 
were given to top 15 con-
testants of the competi-

tion last year.
“On the public de-

mand, this year we have 
also included solo dance 
in the competition along 
with solo song and it is 
open for contestants even 
from neighbouring North 
Bengal areas,” he said.

There is no any age 
bar for the competition 
and it is open for all but 
contestants need to sing 
or dance in Christian 
songs. The organisers 
have decided to start dis-
trict-level audition at all 
four districts from end 
of June and then the jury 
members will be travel-
ling to different areas of 
North Bengal to conduct 
auditions. The organisers 
have ixed the registra-
tion fee of Rs 300 for the 
competition.

Mr Bhutia men-

tioned that the irst three 
rounds of the competi-
tion will be held on the 
basis of 70% talent and 
30% voting of the short-
listed candidates in the 
auditions. He mentioned 
that the shortlisted can-
didates will be groomed 
under expert dancers 
and singers to further 
polish their talent.

Zion Got Talent car-
ries cash prizes of Rs 2 
lakhs to the winner and 
Rs 1 lakh to runner-up 
along with an opportu-
nity to be a part of ZMM 
music album with other 
talented contestants of 
the competition.

“The main objective 
of the event is to pro-
vide a better platform 
to talented singers and 
dancers of the region and 
to further polish their 

talents to take to higher 
levels. Music plays a vital 
role in human life so the 
competition is targeted 
to motivate youths to-
wards the creative and 
productive path,” Mr 
Bhutia said.

IECS secretary, Pastor 
Zebulon Lepcha, men-
tioned that IECS has been 
working on the vision to 
support and lead young 
generation on a produc-
tive path.

“We liked the vision of 
ZMM to work for young 
generation so we have 
come forward to support 
this event,” he said.

He informed that 
publicity for the same 
has been going on in all 
districts and neighbour-
ing hills through differ-
ent mediums.

“We appeal to all tal-

ented singers and danc-
ers to not miss such a big 
opportunity to showcase 
their talents. We would 
like to request everyone 
to come forward to par-
ticipate in the competi-
tion and to further hone 
talents,” IECS president, 
Elder S Noel Lepcha ex-
pressed.

While thanking 
churches from across the 
State for their support 
in the grand success of 
Voice of Zion, he further 
appealed all to support 
the event for its success 
and to lead the youths on 
the productive and cre-
ative path.

The press conference 
was also addressed by 
ZMM members, Suchitra 
Rai and Prem Pradhan, 
and IECS treasurer, Pas-
tor Isaac Rai.

Auditions for ZMM’s Zion Got Talent
to commence this June

SMIT 
Research 
Scholar 
Manish K 
Thukral to 
be awarded 
Doctor of 
Philosophy 
by SMU
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 14 M :

Research Scholar in 
Department of Elec-

trical and Electronics En-
gineering, Sikkim Mani-
pal Institute of Technolo-
gy [SMIT], Manish Kumar 
Thukral, has successfully 
defended his thesis on 
05 May on the topic “De-
velopment of Suitable of 
Technique for Analyzing 
Chaotic Spectra of DC-DC 
Converters and its Appli-
cation in Secure Commu-
nication” under the guid-
ance of Head of Depart-
ment of Electrical and 
Electronics Engineering, 
SMIT, Professor [Dr] Kar-
ma Sonam Sherpa, who 
is also the Registrar of 
Sikkim Manipal Univer-
sity, and former Pro-Vice 
Chancellor Manipal Uni-
versity, Jaipur, Prof [Dr] 
Kumkum Garg. He has 
been recommended for 
award of degree by the 
Board of Examiners of 
Sikkim Manipal Universi-
ty, an SMU press release 
informs.

His prime area of 
research is developing 
secure communication 
models using chaotic 
power electronics based 
circuits. Secure commu-
nication based on chaos 
technology in wireless 
communication is an 
active area of research. 
The proposed models in 
his research can be used 
in securing telecommu-
nications and military 
communications. He has 
shown in his research 
that if chaos technology 
is implemented in wire-
less communication then 
it can be prevented from 
security attacks like jam-
ming, integrity and con-
identiality. He has pub-

lished number of peer 
reviewed SCI journals 
from his research work, 
the release adds.

Currently, he is 
working as Associate 
Professor with 
Department of Electrical 
Engineering in Manipal 
University, Jaipur.

It is informed that 
the Doctor of Philosophy 
will be awarded to him 
during the next Convoca-
tion of SMU.

to book 
advertisements in 
SummitTimes, call

03592-208698
9734152541

Panchayats to ensure SDF victory
in assembly polls: Chamling

sheets and pressure cookers 
for the poor sections of the 
business community.”

He updated that soon a law 
will be constituted in which the 
basic minimum needs of the 
public will be ful illed and fur-
ther informed that the Pancha-
yats will be able to get tender 
ranging from 50 lakhs to 1 crore.

He also reiterated that in 
Sikkim the sign boards will be 
written in three different lan-
guage namely Nepali, English 
and in local language of the 
village. He brought to light that 
the State Government has so 
far constructed road stretch-
ing up to 8000 KM till date 
alongside building of bhawans 
belonging to various commu-
nities existent in Sikkim.

“Our government is also 
setting up four check posts in 
Sikkim including one at Sa-
langdang, Daramdin and will 
comprise of of icials from Ag-
riculture, Horticulture, Animal 
Husbandry and Police depart-

ments to check the usage of 
chemical fertilizers and ma-
nure and import of inorganic 
vegetables and other illegal 
substances,” he added.

Articulating about the aug-
mentation that Jorethang has 
witnessed namely the con-
struction of Jorethang Taxi Pla-
za and Green Lung Park, the CM 
urged the public of Jorethang 
to join hands in maintaining 
these structures to ful ill the 
objective of its public use.

Mr Chamling expressed that 
SDF government is a govern-
ment of the villagers and mid-
dle class people of the society.

“Villagers will be entitled 
to government bene its only 
if they do not keep their land 
barren. We will not give gov-
ernment bene its to people 
who keep their agricultural 
ield barren. They must get a 

certi icate from the concerned 
Panchayat stating that their 
land is not barren following 
which they will be entitled to 
government bene its,” said Mr 

Chamling.
The CM also spoke about 

the primary goal of Panchayats 
which is to enable the general 
public of each area to achieve 
tremendous and holistic de-
velopment. He also underlined 
that the people in villages 
should undertake the respon-
sibilities of governing them-
selves. Additionally, the CM 
divulged that Sikkim is one of 
the States where poverty has 
been eradicated at an expedi-
tious rate. He also noti ied that 
the outsiders will not be able 
to carry out their trade in the 
village.

Imploring about the educa-
tion scenario in the State, the 
CM said that Sikkim has seen 
a steady rise in the increasing 
number of college being estab-
lished in Sikkim and advocated 
the students to study in these 
world class colleges.

Emphasizing upon the 
health sector of the State, he 
updated that the State Gov-
ernment has shouldered free 

vaccination of cervical cancer 
aimed at children aged 9-14 
from the month of June on-
wards. He also announced to 
provide a monthly grant of Rs 
3,000 to every TB patient as 
nutritional support and cash 
award of Rs 5 lakh for the TB-
free gram panchayat unit and 
Rs 10 lakh for a Zilla Panchayat 
Territorial constituency free 
from TB.

Assuring completion of all 
the demands placed by the 
public under Zoom Salghari 
Constituency, the CM assured 
timely drafting of DPR and 
work initiation on a priority 
basis.

Concluding his speech, Mr 
Chamling said, “SDF Pancha-
yats should play an active role 
in the upcoming Assembly 
elections. It is their responsi-
bility to ensure that SDF wins 
the Assembly elections. They 
should take responsibility of 
the people in their villages 
and prevent them from getting 
misguided.”

Speaking during the oc-
casion, Area MLA cum Minis-
ter, AK Ghatani, enumerated 
various developmental works 
which has been achieved un-
der the guidance of the CM in 
and around the constituency. 
He also placed demands such 
as the construction of a Bio-Di-
versity park, a multi-purpose 
stadium with fully equipped 
gymnasium for students and 
public, up gradation of sec-
ondary schools to higher sec-
ondary level, adequate water 
and electricity supply to all 
rural and urban households, 
construction of temples and 
churches in the constituen-
cy, boundary construction in 
schools and road construction 
under Zoom Salghari constitu-
ency.

During the course of the 
programme, Mr Chamling was 
felicitated by the public of the 
constituency for his relentless 
endeavor in uplifting the State 
in domestic as well as in the 
global arena.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 14 M :

International Human 
Rights and Anti-Crime 

Organization [IHRACO], 
West Bengal unit observed 
Mother’s Day in a function 
held at Kolkata in West 
Bengal. The programme 
was attended by IHRACO 
Chairman, Ramesh Saha, 

as chief guest accompanied 
by Sikkim State IHRACO 
President, Ganesh Sharma, 
as special guest, a press re-
lease informs.

Sikkim unit Presi-
dent, Mr Sharma, appre-
ciated the initiative taken 
by WB team to honor the 
mother and her in luence 
in society.

IHRACO WB 
unit celebrates 
Mother’s Day
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Minors Puff Because
Elders are all Fluff

The funds have dried up, and 
so has concern it appears

Some years ago, the anti-smoking campaign blus-
tered strong in Sikkim as it did across the country. 

There were awareness sessions, stickers announcing 
no-smoking zones everywhere, rallies etc. There was 
clearly some major funding happening which made 
“stakeholders” realize the harm that cigarettes were 
causing. The only impact that has sustained are the 
warnings on screen every time a character lights up in 
a movie or a TV serial. The ban on smoking in public 
places remains largely forgotten, but yes, most restau-
rants no longer have smoking zones. There has been 
no study on whether the whole exercise had any, re-
peat any, impact. Unfortunately, even at the time when 
the no-smoking campaign was in its most “active” 
phase, the real concern – of smoking among minors – 
remained largely unaddressed. Pushed by babus who 
cannot see beyond DPRs and funds, the entire initiative 
was too focused on interventions for which bills could 
be drawn up. So, while too many awareness sessions 
intruded on classes in schools, and lakhs were spent 
printing stickers and posters  and organizing events, 
nothing on ground was attempted to ensure that the 
young could not buy the Cancer Sticks as easily as they 
can in Sikkim. And this, despite the fact that there is 
a law in place which makes it an offence to sell ciga-
rettes or tobacco products to under 18 year olds. Don’t 
laugh, there is such a law in place. And all that the cam-
paign had to do was convince sellers that they would 
be booked if they peddled cigarettes to children. 

It is all very well to ensure that tobacco products 
cannot even opt for surrogate advertising, and even 
awareness programmes are ine, but not if these re-
main the only interventions. Boring hours spent de-
tailing the harmful effects of tobacco is hardly the in-
tervention that will scare too many of the young from 
trying the irst puff; in fact, the exercise might actually 
end up increasing nicotine’s appeal among the young 
for the lirtation with danger that is lagged to an age-
group which thinks it is invincible and in an aggres-
sively de iant phase. This disconnect was unfortunate 
because before the policy-makers started trying to 
save lungs already addicted to nicotine, they should 
have irst tried and dissuaded more people from taking 
to smoking in the irst place. Since most people experi-
ment with cigarettes young, and since a law is already 
place disallowing sale of such products to them, this is 
what should have been focused on irst. There is not 
one shop, not in Sikkim, not in the country, which will 
refuse to sell a packet of cigarettes to a minor. What 
everyone forgets is that of all the showboating about 
appearing to discourage smoking, the one that came 
closest to meaning anything, especially in these parts, 
was the legislation banning sale of cigarettes to mi-
nors. What happens often in the Hills - where children 
are introduced to cigarettes very early in life since ev-
eryone around them, from their parents, to teachers 
to elder siblings, seems to be smoking, is that they too 
take that irst puff rather early in life. First, they get 
inured to the idea of buying the ‘adult stuff’ because 
they are made to run errands for the elders, buying 
cigarettes coming as casually as buying stationery or 
sweets. Most times, they end up taking the irst puff 
between the neighbourhood paan shop and home. 

The ban (on paper) on selling to minors at least 
served as a deterrent towards this end because the 
society and the ‘elders’ still don’t see anything wrong 
in a 10 year old walking up to a paan shop and picking 
up a packet of cigarettes ‘for dad’. It would not be 
wrong to suggest that if the concerned authorities 
[since the society is not doing it] can take a person 
through the teen years without access to cigarettes, 
the odds that s/he will go through the rest of his/ 
her life as a nonsmoker are very strong. Given this 
obvious bene it, the inconvenience of having to prove 
your age before purchasing cigarettes is a small 
price to pay. But as things stand, the one legislation 
that might have worked is the only one that no one 
implements.

WRITE US: Readers are invited to 
comment on, criticise, run down, 
even appreciate if they like some-
thing in this paper. Letters carrying 
abusive/ indecorous language and 
personal attacks, except when against 
people responsible in this newspa-
per (who are fair game), will have 
to be ignored. Letters which carry 
forward a conversation or initiate a 
dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence. 
Mail us at: letters@summittimes.com

GISELLE RAMPERSAD
theconversation

We’re promised a future with 
driverless cars on our roads, 

but do people really trust the tech-
nology to take us safely on journeys?

New research, published this 
month in the Journal of Engineering 
and Technology Management, has 
found that we may be more willing 
to trust driverless cars in certain 
situations, but not so much in other 
cases.

Driverless cars offer many po-
tential uses. For example, jumping 
in a driverless car after having a few 
drinks with friends is an intriguing 
idea. Getting immersed in the scen-
ery on a road trip is also tempting. 
But, above all else, we want to reach 
our destination in one piece.

So our study looked at the un-
derlying factors in luencing people’s 
trust in driverless cars.

It was conducted in South Austra-
lia, at the Tonsley innovation precinct 
that includes a number of large mul-
tinational businesses and small busi-
nesses as well as a university campus 
and technical college.

This precinct is also a site for tri-
als for a driverless shuttle to trans-
port people around the precinct and 
to the nearby bus and train stations.

The study was done prior to the 
driverless trials to try to better un-
derstand the concerns and expecta-
tions of passengers and their level 
of trust in driverless cars. A survey 
was completed by 100 workers and 
students. They were also asked about 
situations when they would be most 
and least willing to use driverless 
cars.

It found that the reliability and 
ability of the driverless car to meet 
performance expectations is key, par-
ticularly in unexpected situations. 

Security is also important in terms of 
preventing car hacking and unautho-
rised remote control. Passengers also 
needed assurances around privacy 
such as location tracking.

HOW MUCH DO WE TRUST 
DRIVERLESS CARS?

On a positive note, the survey indicat-
ed there are situations when people 
are more willing to use driverless cars.

People are most willing to use 
such cars in closed environments 
such as university campuses, air-
ports, retirement villages, holiday 
parks and golf courses. These envi-
ronments usually involve speci ic 
routes and chaperones, which is the 
typical approach to implementing na-
tional safety guidelines.

The research also showed that 
people are willing to use driverless 
car features in some circumstances. 
Finding a place to park in a carpark 
is one. Using the driverless mode for 
long road trips in low traf ic areas, 
with the ability for drivers to regain 
control of the car in busier environ-
ments, is appealing.

Some will like to use them as a 
taxi and people are interested in au-
tonomous buses for public transport 

with a chaperone.
But people are most unwilling 

to sit in the driver’s seat of a vehicle 
with no driver controls (no pedals or 
steering wheel). People are also hes-
itant to be passengers in areas with 
high pedestrian traf ic and public 
transport with no chaperone.

THE AUTONOMOUS FUTURE
Driverless vehicles are not limited to 
consumer cars. Auto-pilot has been 
long used in aircrafts. As with any 
technology trajectory, change is con-
stant. Fully automated planes are 
now in development, although likely 
to face some passenger opposition.

In the defence sector, in-air, on-
land and under-water robotic un-
manned vehicles are being devel-
oped, promising jobs and manufac-
turing of the future. Driverless trucks 
are commonly used in mining and 
other high risk environments. Fully 
automated cranes have been creat-
ed for use in the construction sector. 
Driverless cars are also being consid-
ered for food delivery.

As the autonomous technology 
develops, more needs to be done to 
ask the public what they need to feel 
assured about use of driverless cars.

There are various groups that 
may bene it from early use. For in-
stance, while the aged and disabled 
are seen as early users of driverless 
cars, it is important to understand 
their concerns and expectations rath-
er than make assumptions on what is 
best for them.

Similarly, closed environments 
such as airports can be associated with 
another set of situational factors such 
as time pressures and international 
safety requirements. Cyber-securi-
ty and terrorism at airports through 
hacking of programmable driverless 
systems needs a deeper probe.

WHAT DO CONSUMERS 
REALLY WANT?

Our research is helpful to car makers 
interested in offering the next gener-
ation of convenience and safety fea-
tures. For instance, to prevent priva-
cy invasion, privacy protection must 
be incorporated at the design stage 
for driverless cars. And this must be 
communicated to consumers’ satis-
faction, so they can establish trust in 
the technology.

User perceptions should also 
be monitored and tracked through 
time. For research and development, 
and innovation managers, the focus 
should be on what level of automa-
tion is socially acceptable in speci ic 
situations and how people’s views 
evolve. The global race to be leader 
in driverless car production will cer-
tainly push innovation boundaries.

While an exciting journey lies 
ahead, building trust is a gradual pro-
cess. Implementation in closed envi-
ronments is a great start. The use of 
driverless car features in certain sit-
uations may also get an early green 
light.

[The writer is the Associ-
ate Professor in Innova-

tion, Flinders University]

LEIGH CARRIAGE
theconversation

Do you have a pair of vocal folds that can 
produce sound? Can you tell the difference 

between a higher note and a lower note? Good 
news! You and about 98.5% of the population 
absolutely can be taught how to sing.

And the rest? Well, according to a recent 
Canadian study, about 1.5% of the popula-
tion suffer from a condition called “congenital 
amusia”. They have real dif iculty discriminat-
ing between different pitches, tone, and some-
times rhythm.

So if you were to play a well-known mel-
ody – say, the tune to “Happy Birthday” – and 
you played a few wrong notes, most people 
would identify the errors straight away. How-
ever, someone with congenital amusia might 
not notice anything wrong at all. You can see 
examples of that in this video, from about the 
3.20 mark:

NATURAL TALENT ASIDE, MOST OF 
US CAN BE TAUGHT TO SING

Several years ago I had a request for private 
vocal lessons from a woman who just wanted 
to sing one song for her husband’s birthday in 
six months time.

What I noticed was that she was unable to 
accurately pitch match. She came to lessons 
each week and maintained her practice with 
incredible diligence. What she lacked in natu-
ral ability, she made up for in heart and work 
ethic. Within six months, she was not only 
matching pitch, but she was singing one and 
a half octave patterns slowly through her entire 
range (for example, from low C to A in the next oc-
tave up).

More importantly if she sang a note incorrectly, 
she could discern and correct it herself. She per-
formed the song for her family and it was a happy 
outcome for all involved.

Her experience shows that hard work pays off, 
but that’s not the only factor. Work by German re-
searchers found that that it is not just how much 
you practice that counts, but rather how quickly 
you identify and correct your error. This is what 
makes an OK singer into an expert performer. That 
said, without deliberate practice even the most tal-
ented singer will reach a plateau and get stuck.

HOW SINGING WORKS
Understanding exactly how singing works is a sur-
prisingly complex ield of research. There is a rather 
signi icant leap from singing in the shower or being 
part of a community choir (although both are a great 

place start) to pursuing singing professionally.
Singing practice and training involves generat-

ing a sense of vocal freedom – this is what you’re 
seeing when you watch someone sing movingly, 
beautifully but seemingly without effort. For most 
singers, years of practice go into developing that 
kind of freedom.

As singing voice teacher Jeannette Lovetri 
writes:

It takes about 10 years to be a master singer. 
Ten years of study, investigation, involvement, ex-
perience, experiment, exploration, and develop-
ment, and in some way, that’s when you start really 
being an artist.

We are all born with the key ingredients of 
a singing voice. The early gurgling and bubbling 
sounds we make as babies contain some of the key 
components of singing – a variety of pitches, dy-
namics, rhythms and phrases. But some of us may 
have a genetic advantage that can be enhanced by 
training.

A University of Melbourne study called 
Let’s Hear Twins Sing aims to discover what 
factors in luence singing ability and to what 
extent genes play a role in pitch accuracy.

PHYSICAL SKILL AND CONTROL
The act of singing looks simple but actually in-
volves highly skilled control and coordination 
of muscles - and these muscles need to be both 
lexible and strong. True control comes from 

training.
A person needs to be able to control the air 

pressure in their lungs and use their abdom-
inal muscles to push air through the trachea, 
where it meets the vocal folds, which start to 
vibrate. In a really good singer, vocal health, 
posture and alignment, breath management 
are matched with imagination, self-expression 
and creativity.

A really good contemporary profession-
al pop singer isn’t just born that way. They 
also need an inquiring mind, dedication to 
understanding the physiology of the vocal 
instrument, the discipline and daily prac-
tice of warm-ups and a variety of exercis-
es, a deep understanding of music harmo-
ny, ability to notate and transcribe music, 
some degree of improvisation and stage-
craft skills.

Film stars learn to sing all the time for a 
role (usually surrounded by a team of vocal 
teachers and months of daily practice). The re-
sults aren’t always perfect, but that’s not nec-
essarily what is important. Audrey Hepburn in 
Breakfast at Tiffany’s, for example, has a small, 

breathy voice but it suits her role and enhances her 
character.

So if you’ve never sung professionally but want 
to try singing, I encourage you to give it a go! Chanc-
es are that you can be taught to sing – and even if 
you can’t, there are health bene its to trying.

Singing increases breathing control and lung 
capacity, it can improve heart health, and release 
the happy hormone oxytocin, elevate your mood 
and reduce pain, and may even increase your im-
munity. Even practising a new behaviour, like sing-
ing, can be good for the brain.

So enjoy singing. Find a singing teacher who 
loves singing and teaching, performs regular-
ly and incorporates their knowledge of anatomy 
and physiology into their vocal teaching. Once you 
start, you’ll likely realise that singing can bring 
bene its for life.

[The author is the Lecturer in Mu-
sic, Southern Cross University]

We asked people if they would
trust driverless cars

Can anyone learn to sing? For 
most of us, the answer is yes
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G , M  14 
(PTI): Assam Chief Min-
ister Sarbananda Sonow-
al, who is on a day’s trip 
to Vietnam, today met 
several top of icials of the 
Vietnam government and 
discussed economic and 
other bilateral issues to 
boost agriculture, trade 
and commerce in Assam.

Sonowal held sep-
arate discussions with 
Ha Cong Tuan, Deputy 
Minister of Agriculture 
and Rural Development, 
Government of Social-
ist Republic of Vietnam, 
Chairman of Vietnam’s 
External Relations Com-
mission Hoang Binh 
Quan and Vice-Chair-
man of Central Econom-
ic Commission Cao Duc 
Phat at Hanoi, an of icial 
release said here.

Sonowal was accom-
panied by Assam’s Ag-
riculture Minister Atul 
Bora and 13 MLAs during 
the meetings.

The chief minis-
ter-led “exposure tour” 
has been undertaken to 
get a irst hand exposure 
of the farm practice of 
Vietnam and to take in-
puts for revitalizing the 
agriculture sector of the 
state, the release added.

The meeting with 
Vietnam’s Deputy Agri-
culture Minister Ha Cong 
Tuan was regarding uti-
lizing modern technolo-
gy and expertise of Viet-
nam farmers and how it 
could help Assam farm-
ers double their income.

The Chief Minister 

appreciated the advance-
ments made by Vietnam 
in the ield of paddy cul-
tivation and requested 
the Deputy Minister of 
Agriculture to extend his 
country’s support in im-
proving the agriculture 
production in Assam.

Sonowal, during 
his discussions with 
the Vice-Chairman 
of Central Economic 
Commission Cao Duc 
Phat, requested him to 
take steps for setting 
up a Consulate Of ice 
of Vietnam in Guwahati 
and organizing cultural 
and youth exchange 
programmes.

During his meeting 
with the Chairman of Ex-
ternal Relations Commis-
sion Hoang Binh Quan, 
Sonowal mentioned 
about the thrust given 
to the north eastern re-
gion of India by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
through Act East Policy 
and the infrastructural 
advancements made in 
recent years.

He also emphasised 
on strengthening con-
nectivity between Hanoi 
and Guwahati to promote 
tourism and trade.

Quan hailed Sonow-
al’s leadership in deep-
ening the bilateral rela-
tions between Vietnam 
and Assam and also 
lauded his initiative of 
leading the delegation to 
Vietnam which would go 
a long way to further mu-
tual bene its, the release 
added.

Sonowal meets top 
of icials of Vietnam 

government in Hanoi

K , M  14 (PTI): 
Widespread violence 
during the panchayat 
polls in West Bengal to-
day left at least eight peo-
ple dead and 43 injured, 
as 73 per cent of the elec-
torate turned out to cast 
their vote.

N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g 
the elaborate security 
arrangements in which 
60,000 security person-
nel from West Bengal 
and other states were 
deployed, violence broke 
out in North and South 
24 Parganas, East Mid-
napore, Burdwan, Nadia, 
Murshidabad and South 
Dinajpur districts.

Polling booths were 
mainly targeted during 
the violence after clashes 
broke out between Trin-
amool Congress support-
ers and opposition party 
workers. Crude bombs 
were also hurled near 
several polling stations.

Despite the violence, 
State Election Commis-
sion (SEC) sources said 
73 per cent polling was 
recorded till 5 pm, the 
closing hour, but many 
more voters were still in 
the queue.

Opposition parties 
accused the ruling Trina-
mool Congress of unleash-
ing a reign of terror and 
destroying democracy.

“First they didn’t al-
low people to ile nom-
inations. Second after 
iling nominations, TMC 

started threatening the 
candidates to withdraw. 
The people who didn’t 

withdraw were attacked. 
This is nothing but a 
complete destruction 
of democratic process,” 
CPI(M) general secretary 
Sitaram Yechury said.

CPI leader D Raja 
said it was a farce of an 
election and the Mama-
ta Banerjee government 
should have taken steps 
to save democracy in 
West Bengal.

However, the TMC 
downplayed the vio-
lence, saying it was far 
less compared to the pre-
vious rule of the Left.

“To all ‘newborn’ ex-
perts on Bengal #Pan-
chayatElections in State 
have a history. 400 killed 
in poll violence in 1990s 
in CPIM rule. 2003: 40 
dead. Every death is 
a tragedy. Now closer 
to normal than earlier 
times. Yes, few dozen 
incidents. Say, 40 out of 
58,000 booths. What’s 
%age? (sic)”, TMC lead-

er Derek O’Brien said on 
Twitter.

The state police and 
the SEC gave a break-up 
of the incidents of vio-
lence and about the peo-
ple who died today.

In East Midnapore, 
two persons were killed 
in Nandigram block-2, 
when bike-borne mis-
creants threw bombs on 
voters waiting in queue 
outside a booth, SP S N 
Kumar said.

In another incident 
in Nandigram, 15 people 
were injured in a clash 
outside a booth. One per-
son was hit on the head 
with a knife while another 
lost his inger, police said.

In the district’s Con-
tai area, chilli powder 
was thrown at an Inde-
pendent candidate and 
four others, police said.

A State Election Com-
mission (SEC) of icial 
said that a man was shot 
dead near a polling booth 

in Sujapur village in Mur-
shidabad. Local BJP unit 
leader Subhas Modal 
claimed the victim was a 
party worker.

In South Dinajpur, a 
man was killed and four 
others were injured after a 
bomb was hurled outside 
a polling station, he said.

One person was killed 
in clashes between two 
groups outside a polling 
booth in Nakashipara 
area in Nadia district, 
while another death was 
reported from Shantipur 
area, he said.

The SEC of icial said 
bombs were hurled out-
side a polling station in 
Amdanga area of North 
24 Paragans in which a 
man, said to be a CPI(M) 
supporter, died and an-
other injured.

At Kultali in South 
24 Parganas, one person 
was killed when a bomb 
was hurled outside a 
polling station, he said.

In Cooch Behar dis-
trict, North Bengal Devel-
opment Minister Rabin-
dranath Ghosh allegedly 
slapped a person outside 
a polling booth, the of i-
cial said, adding that the 
SEC has received a com-
plaint and asked author-
ities to take action.

Television channels 
showed Ghosh slapping 
the person. He, however, 
claimed that he did not 
do it.

In Dinhata area of 
the district, at least 15 
people, including voters, 
were injured after clashes 
broke out between two ri-
val groups outside a poll-
ing station, police said.

In North Dinajpur, 
three crude bombs were 
found near a polling booth 
at Galaisura, police said. 
Of the three bombs, two 
were found on railway 
tracks, RPF sources said.

In Birbhum, masked 
men carrying weapons 
and sticks were seen 
threatening voters out-
side some of the booths. 
Television footage from 
Basanti block of South 
24 Parganas showed 
masked gunmen outside 
polling stations.

In Bhangar, which 
was rocked by pre-poll 
violence and saw the 
arrest of a TMC leader, 
police resorted to baton-
charge and ired teargas 
shells to disperse people 
following clashes, the 
SEC of icial said.

In Keshpur area in 
West Midnapore, police 

resorted to lathicharge and 
chased people allegedly 
threatening voters.

In Malda, the of ice-
in-charge of Ratua po-
lice station Debabrata 
Chakraborty was injured 
in stone-pelting when he 
went to remove a blockade 
on a state highway, S P Arn-
ab Ghosh said. Chakraborty 
has been admitted to a hos-
pital, he said.

The panchayat poll 
is being held after a pro-
tracted legal battle in the 
Calcutta High Court and 
the Supreme Court involv-
ing the SEC, the TMC and 
the opposition parties.

BJP state president 
Dilip Ghosh alleged that 
the “TMC has turned the 
polls into a farce”.

CPI(M) leader Sujan 
Chakraborty said democ-
racy “has been murdered 
by TMC in Bengal”.

The TMC has termed 
the allegations baseless 
and concocted. Its secre-
tary general Partha Chat-
terjee said: “There have 
been one or two isolated 
incidents. The adminis-
tration has taken steps 
in all the cases. We have 
seen elections during the 
Left Front rule when we 
used to witness blood-
bath and death.” 

CPI(M) workers led 
by senior party leaders 
Biman Bose and Surya 
Kanta Mishra staged a 
sit-in outside the SEC of-
ice in the city. Congress 

workers too staged a 
protest rally outside the 
SEC of ice.

Eight killed as violence mars WB panchayat polls

Thunderstorm 
claims four 
lives in Bihar
P , M  14 (PTI): At least four 
persons were killed and several others 
injured early today when thunderstorm 
lashed parts of the state, uprooting 
trees, electric poles and billboards.

According to the weather depart-
ment, winds blowing at the speed of 

60km per hour, accompanied by light-
ning and showers, swept across the 
state between 1am and 2am.

The State Disaster 
Management Depart-
ment could not ascer-
tain the number of peo-
ple who sustained in-
juries in the storm, but 
pegged the toll at four.

Two casualties 
were reported from 
Saran district and one 
each from Patna and 
Darbhanga, the Princi-
pal Secretary of State 

Disaster Management Department, 
Pratyay Amrit, told PTI.

Amrit, who also holds the charge 
for power department, said electricity 
supply was disrupted in various parts 
of the state, especially in north Bihar, as 
the storm uprooted hundreds of trees, 
resulting in snapping of cables and col-
lapse of poles.

“We have, however, restored power 
supply in all affected areas later in the 
day,” he said.

Bihar Governor Satya Pal Mallik and 
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar issued sep-
arate statements expressing their grief 
over the loss of life and property and 
wished early recovery for the injured.

51 people died 
in 43 days due 
to lightning, 
Norwester: 
Govt
B , M  14 
(PTI): At least 51 people 
have been killed in Nor-
wester and lightning in 
Odisha since April 1, said 
Revenue and Disaster 
Management Minister 
Maheswar Mohanty here 
today.

While 47 people have 
died in lightning strikes, 
four persons died in Nor-
westers that swept over 
different parts of Odisha, 
he told reporters.

The six affected dis-
tricts are Bargarh, Subar-
napur, Malkangiri, Dhen-
kanal, Jajpur and Mayur-
bhanj.

The minister said that 
the disaster management 
department had received 
a preliminary report on 
crop loss in the six dis-
tricts due to Norwester.

Bargarh district re-
ported the highest loss 
with crops in over 26,899 
hectares damaged. The 
district has been sanc-
tioned Rs 36 crore for 
providing assistance to 
the affected afrmers, the 
minister said.

Sonepur district re-
ported crops damage in 
over 923 hectares. Ths 
district has been sanc-
tioned Rs 3 crore, he said 
adding that many houses 
have been damaged in 
the six districts.

N  (M ), 
M  14 (PTI): There 
is no hotel here, but 
houses in Noney will 
soon be open for tour-
ists as the Manipur 
government plans to 
promote homestay 
in this picturesque 
town, which is like-
ly to have the irst 
railway station near 
Imphal, bringing rail 
connectivity to Mani-
pur’s capital city by 
2020.

The 110-km the Jirib-
am-Imphal line will con-
nect Imphal to the rest of 
the country through Sil-
char, Ha long, Lumding 
and Guwahati in Assam 
and is expected to not 
only bring more tour-
ists to the landlocked 
north-eastern state, but 
also help transport its 
agro-based products to 
the mainland easily.

“The town has 650 
households and around 
6,000 people. Instead of 
building hotels, the idea 
is to promote homestay, 
which will help the tour-
ists experience the local 
culture. While the state 
government will under-
take most of the work, 
the railways will provide 
the infrastructure,” A 
Saibaba, Chief Engineer, 
Construction, Northeast 

Frontier Railway (NFR), 
who is in charge of the 
Jiribam-Imphal project, 
said.

The project with 137 
bridges will have the 
tallest girder bridge in 
the world at 141 metres 
and will itself be a tourist 
attraction when complet-
ed, of icials said.

The footfall of foreign 
tourists -- who mainly 
come from Japan and 
South Korea -- fell by six 
per cent, from 3,260 in 
2015 to 3,064 in 2016, 
in Manipur, while there 
was only a three-per 
cent growth in terms of 
domestic tourist arrival 
during the period.

However, this area 
of Manipur -- located 
around 63 kilometres 
west of Imphal -- is 
almost virginal as far 
as tourist in lux is 
concerned.

According to of icials, 
the north-eastern states 
attract niche tourists 
who prefer soft adven-
ture, eco-tourism and 
luxury camping. The re-
gion is also on the wish-
list of those who prefer 
to visit untapped desti-
nations.

“The railway line will 
connect Imphal to Lum-
ding and Silchar in south 
Assam as well as Ha long, 
which is Assam’s only hill 
station. Not only is the 
route ripe with avenues 
for tourists, it also puts 
the capital city on the 
tourism route. It will also 
help Manipuri products 
like handicrafts, bamboo, 
bananas to reach the oth-
er states quickly,” an NFR 
of icial said.

According to of icials, 
homestay in the region 
will be funded by the 
state government.

Town that puts Imphal on
railway map to be developed

as tourist spot
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P , M  14 (AFP): Neymar was 
named as France’s player of the year 
at an awards ceremony in Paris, and 
later brushed away questions over 
his future.

The Paris Saint-Germain super-
star took the prize despite missing 
the last three months of the season 
due to injury.

The world’s most expensive play-
er scored 19 goals in just 20 league 
games for PSG before suffering a foot 
injury in February that required sur-
gery in his native Brazil.

He has not played since, and only 
returned to France from his home-
land at the start of this month, fuel-
ling speculation that he could seek to 
leave the club after just one season.

“I am very touched and very hap-
py with our season. It is an honour. 
Without my teammates, I would nev-
er have received this award,” said the 
26-year-old, who collected the prize 
from his illustrious compatriot Ron-
aldo.

Neymar, who joined in PSG’s Li-
gue 1 title celebrations on Saturday 
night, refused to discuss his future 
after collecting his award.

“We talk about these things ev-
ery time the transfer window comes 
around. I don’t want to talk about 
anything at the moment,” he said.

“Everyone knows why I came 

here, what my objectives are. Right 
now, my objective is the World Cup, 
not talking about transfers.

“I spend my whole life, every 
transfer window, talking about it. It’s 
a bit annoying.”

Neymar beat two of his PSG 
teammates to the prize, voted for by 
his fellow players -- Edinson Cavani, 
Ligue 1’s leading scorer this season 
with 28 goals, and Kylian Mbappe 

were also nominees, along with Mar-
seille winger Florian Thauvin.

Neymar was signed from Barce-
lona for a world-record 222 million 
euros ( 264 million) last August, and 
helped PSG on their way to a clean 
sweep of the domestic trophies.

However, his injury appeared 
to cost Unai Emery’s team dear in 
their Champions League last-16 tie 
against Real Madrid -- he was unable 

to play in the second leg, and PSG 
lost 5-2 on aggregate.

He is hoping to be back to full 
itness in time to lead Brazil at the 

World Cup in Russia, which starts in 
a month’s time.

Club president Nasser Al-Khelai i 
insisted on Saturday that there was 
no chance Neymar would be leaving.

“I am 2000 percent sure he will 
stay,” Al-Khelai i said, rejecting talk 

of a transfer to Real Madrid.
“The Spanish media have been 

talking since October. I don’t re-
spond to rumours, I don’t have the 
time. But I am sure he will be a Paris 
Saint-Germain player.” PSG’s dom-
inance of the French game this sea-
son was re lected in the awards.

Mbappe was named young play-
er of the year, beating off competi-
tion from the Lyon duo of Houssem 
Aouar and Tanguy Ndombele, and 
Bordeaux’s Brazilian winger Mal-
com.

“I have had a good season. I have 
changed universe. I had to adapt 
right away because at clubs like PSG 
you don’t get given the time,” said 
the 19-year-old Mbappe, who joined 
PSG from Monaco on a loan deal last 
August.

That move is set to become per-
manent this summer for a fee of up 
to 180 million euros.

Mbappe, who has scored 13 
league goals, won the same award 
last year when he helped Monaco to 
the title, and so follows Eden Hazard 
in claiming the young player gong 
two seasons running.

Now with Chelsea, Hazard won 
it in 2009 and 2010 when with Lille.

Emery, who will leave PSG at the 
end of the season, won the coach of 
the year award.

Neymar wins French player of the 
year prize, rejects transfer talk

Kiwi boxer 
Nyika’s 
Commonwealth 
gold medal 
stolen
WELLINGTON, MAY 14 
AFP : New Zealand box-

er David Nyika appealed 
today for the return of 
the heavyweight gold 
medal he won at last 
month’s Commonwealth 
Games after it was stolen 
from his car in Auckland.

Nyika said he was 
taking the medal to show 
a young fan at a school in 
the city when he realised 
thieves had snatched it 
from his vehicle.

“At irst I was quite 
embarrassed about it, 
but now I’m just angry,” 
the 22-year-old told 
TVNZ.

“I just want the medal 
back. It’s almost worth-
less to anyone but me, 
you know, so I really 
hope I can get it back.”

Detective Sergeant 
Paul Slater said police 
were reviewing CCTV 
footage from locations 
around Auckland to catch 
the culprits.

“Obviously a Com-
monwealth Games medal 
is very distinctive and of 
high sentimental value to 
the victim and his fami-
ly,” he said. “Our priority 
is to return this medal to 
its rightful owner.”

Nyika won 
light-heavyweight gold 
at the Glasgow Common-
wealth Games in 2014, 
then followed up with 
gold in the heavyweight 
division this year on Aus-
tralia’s Gold Coast.

The 22-year-old was 
bitten by Antigua’s Yakita 
Aska in his opening bout 
but went on to defeat 
Australia’s Jason Whate-
ley in the inal.

After the win he 
spoke about joining fel-
low Kiwi heavyweight 
Joseph Parker in the pro-
fessional ranks.

MANCHESTER, MAY 14: From 
Frank de Boer’s depths to Pep 
Guardiola’s highs, we say fare-
well to another Premier League 
season by reviewing the best 
Opta data.

The curtain fell on a peculiar 
Premier League season on Sun-
day with the inal day of ixtures 
notable mostly for an unfamiliar 
absence of tension.

Manchester City’s huge lead 
at the top and a bottom three 
that had effectively already been 
set in place meant 10 simulta-
neous matches produced few 
changes to the table.

But while surprises were 
generally scant across the cam-
paign, there were no shortage 
of weird and wonderful facts 
to emerge from another nine 
months in England’s top- light.

Here, we look at the best 
Opta stats from the 2017-18 
season.

1 - Having been at the sum-
mit following their opening 
game of the season, Hudder-
s ield Town have ended more 
days top of the Premier League 
(1) than Tottenham (0) since 
September 1, 2014.

10 - West Brom were rel-
egated from the top- light for 
the 10th time – only fellow Mid-
lands clubs Leicester (11) and 
Birmingham (12) have been rel-
egated more often.

4869 - Wayne Rooney set a 
new Premier League record for 
the longest gap between goals 
for a single team in the competi-
tion (4869 days) when he scored 
for Everton on the opening day 
of the season against Stoke City.

0  - Frank de Boer became 
the irst permanent manager in 
Premier League history to not 
see his team score a single goal 
during his reign (four games, 
zero goals).

24  - Manchester City won 
the most points in matches be-
tween the big six with 24, Arse-
nal claimed the fewest (6).

3  - Liverpool became the 
irst team to beat a Pep Guardi-

ola side three times in a single 
season, winning their Premier 
League meeting with Manches-
ter City in January and beating 
them twice in the Champions 
League.

898 - Harry Kane has now 
gone 898 minutes without scor-
ing a single Premier League goal 
in the month of August, despite 
playing 13 games and attempt-

ing 44 shots in that time.
6 - Jamie Vardy scored 

against each of Arsenal, Chel-
sea, Liverpool, Manchester City, 
Manchester United and Totten-
ham this term, becoming the 
irst player to score against all 

six in a single Premier League 
season.

28  - Burnley won more away 
points this season than they had 
in their previous three Premier 
League campaigns combined (5 
wins, 25 points).

7 - Sam Allardyce became 
the irst manager to take charge 
of seven Premier League clubs 
when he was appointed at Ever-
ton, having previously managed 
Bolton, Newcastle United, Black-
burn, West Ham, Sunderland 
and Crystal Palace. 

Premier League 2017-18: 10 things you didn’t know about this season

K , M  14 (PTI): A 
buoyant Kolkata Knight Riders 
will lock horns with a charged 
up Rajasthan Royals in a battle 
for survival at the Indian Pre-
mier League T20 tournament 
here tomorrow.

Their fate hanging in bal-
ance, a loss in the penultimate 
league round match may virtual-
ly sound the death knell for one 
of the two teams.

It’s a mad scramble for the 
two available play-off berths 
with ive teams including KKR 
and RR, who are tied on 12 
points, remaining in the hunt.

To make the competition 
stiffer, both the teams have 
picked up late momentum in the 
business end of the tournament.

Down after back-to-back de-
feats, KKR bounced back with a 
bang, posting the fourth high-
est total of the IPL -- 245/6 -- 
to down Kings XI Punjab by 31 
runs in their last match.

From being on the verge of 
elimination, RR too have returned 
to the reckoning with a hat-trick 
of wins, thanks to the imperious 
form shown by Jos Buttler who 
was adjudged man-of-the-match 
in all the three victories.

The RR opener struck an 
unbeaten 94 to seal an easy sev-
en-wicket win over Mumbai In-
dians last night. This was the En-
glish wicketkeeper-batsman’s 
ifth consecutive half-century 

-- an IPL record jointly held with 
Virender Sehwag.

His scores in the last ive in-
nings read 67, 51, 82, 95*, 94* 

and Buttler along with allround-
er Ben Stokes, who has played 
in different positions in the bat-
ting order, will be the two major 
threats for KKR.

Half of their battle will be 
won if the Dinesh Karthik-led 
side can dismiss the English duo 
cheaply. The skipper will look to 
go all out with their spin attack 
to exploit their weakness.

That skipper Ajinkya Rahane 
is in the middle of a lean patch 
will augur well for the KKR team 
who will look to conclude their 
last home match of the round 
robin league on a high.

With the Eden Gardens slat-
ed to host Eliminator and Play-
off Two, KKR may have a chance 
to play again at home if they can 
inish at third or fouth position 

in the IPL table.
Rahane has 280 runs from 

12 innings with a woeful aver-
age of 28.00 and it’s high time 
that he returns among runs to 

give their batting a stability.
KKR batting, on the other 

hand, look a force with the likes 
of Sunil Narine, Dinesh Karthik 
and youngster Shubman Gill -- 
all in ine form.

Narine slammed 75 off 36 
balls, while Karthik smashed a 
23-ball 50 in their big total in 
Indore.

With his exploits with 
both bat and ball, Narine has 
emerged as the most valuable 
player for KKR and the Trinida-
dian will once again look to play 
a key role.

Narine’s battle with Buttler 
will be one of the key contests of 
the game.

Skipper Karthik has quietly 
done his job in the batting and 
averages a healthy 46.37 (371 
runs) and he too will eye a good 
show with the bat tomorrow.

Nothing much separates the 
teams in terms of head to head 
(7-7) count and it seems an-

other mouth-watering contest 
might be on the cards.

Teams (From):
Kolkata Knight Riders: 

Dinesh Karthik (c), Sunil Narine, 
Andre Russell, Chris Lynn, Robin 
Uthappa, Kuldeep Yadav, Piyush 
Chawla, Nitish Rana, Prasidh 
Krishna, Shivam Mavi, Mitchell 
Johnson, Shubman Gill, R. Vinay 
Kumar, Rinku Singh, Cameron 
Delport, Javon Searless, Apoorv 
Wankhade, Ishank Jaggi, Tom 
Curran.

Rajasthan Royals: Ajinkya 
Rahane (C), Ben Stokes, Stuart 
Binny, Sanju Samson, Jos Buttler, 
Rahul Tripathi, D Arcy Short, 
Krishnappa Gowtham, Jofra Ar-
cher, Dhawal Kulkarni, Jaydev 
Unadkat, Ankit Sharma, Anureet 
Singh, Shreyas Gopal, Prashant 
Chopra, Sudhesan Midhun, 
Ben Laughlin, Mahipal Lomror, 
Aryaman Birla, Jatin Saxena, 
Dushmantha Chameera, Hein-
rich Klaasen, Ish Sodhi.

KKR, RR face off in battle for survival
I , M  14 
(PTI): Pakistan’s top civil 
and military leadership 
today condemned the 
“fallacious” statement by 
ousted prime minister 
Nawaz Sharif about the 
Mumbai terror attack 
and termed it as “incor-
rect and misleading”.

Sharif, for the irst 
time, questioned Paki-
stan’s policy to allow 
the “non-state actors” 
to cross the border and 
“kill” people in Mumbai 
as he publicly acknowl-
edged in an interview 
that militant groups are 
active in the country.

His comments stirred 
a controversy, prompting 
the National Security Com-
mittee (NSC) - Pakistan’s 
top civil-military body - to 
call a high-level meeting.

“The meeting re-
viewed the recent state-
ment in the context of 
Mumbai attacks...and 
unanimously termed this 
statement as incorrect 
and misleading,” said a 
statement issued after 
the NSC meeting held at 
Prime Minister’s House.

“The participants ob-
served that it was very un-
fortunate that the opinion 
arising out of either mis-
conceptions or grievanc-
es was being presented 

in disregard of concrete 
facts and realities. The 
participants unanimously 
rejected the allegations 
and condemned the falla-
cious assertions,” it said. 
The statement said that 
it was recalled during the 
meeting that the delay in 
conclusion of the Mumbai 
attack case was caused by 
India, not Pakistan.

“Besides many other 
refusals during the investi-
gation, the denial of access 
to the principal accused, 
Ajmal Kasab, and his ex-
traordinarily hurried ex-
ecution became the core 
impediment in the inalisa-
tion of the trial,” it did.

Ten Lashkar-e-Taiba 
militants killed 166 peo-
ple and wounded dozens 
in Mumbai in November, 
2008. Nine of the attackers 
were killed by police while 
lone survivor Ajmal Kasab 
was caught. Kasab was ex-
ecuted after a court found 
him guilty and handed 
down death sentence. 

After the NSC meet-
ing, Prime Minister Sha-
hid Khaqan Abbasi met 
Sharif and conveyed to 
him the concerns of the 
military leadership over 
his remarks regarding 
the Mumbai attacks, the 
DawnNewsTV reported 
citing its sources.

Pak’s top civil-military
leadership condemns Sharif’s 
‘fallacious’ remarks on 26/11
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 MIZORAM STATE LOTTERIES
 LABHLAXMI ARIES

 Draw No:15 DrawDate on:14/05/18
 1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 2056
 2nd Prize Rs.1,000/- 3577 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 3894
 4th Prize Rs.300/- 3265 5th Prize Rs.  200/- 1446
 6th Prize Rs.100/-
 1044 1075 1120 1190 1191 1199 1209 1212 1214 1238
 1263 1289 1331 1340 1361 1364 1369 1370 1374 1416
 1431 1452 1465 1473 1475 1486 1495 1515 1563 1566
 1603 1607 1608 1637 1648 1684 1699 1707 1724 1734
 1764 1774 1859 1889 1890 1905 1910 1935 1937 1950
 1967 1993 2007 2037 2045 2058 2073 2077 2082 2136
 2149 2215 2221 2269 2294 2297 2318 2326 2462 2480
 2558 2603 2611 2620 2631 2732 2733 2735 2778 2788
 2802 2833 2845 2860 2938 2998 3013 3020 3028 3034
 3097 3129 3143 3171 3177 3179 3183 3192 3219 3308
 3323 3329 3335 3366 3419 3433 3506 3527 3533 3535
 3576 3620 3636 3644 3717 3729 3759 3820 3831 3876
 4054 4100 4146 4165 4186 4204 4318 4341 4342 4348
 4353 4405 4428 4495 4512 4574 4599 4613 4645 4652
 4656 4719 4722 4767 4795 4796 4848 4868 4871 4897
 4941 4947 4951 4952 4960 4972 4993 5127 5131 5139
 5152 5161 5174 5184 5187 5195 5203 5216 5229 5246
 5271 5282 5289 5314 5317 5326 5344 5362 5386 5469
 5472 5504 5540 5563 5598 5615 5632 5641 5651 5654
 5672 5684 5685 5702 5714 5717 5807 5811 5824 5850
 5903 5907 5919 5930 5971 6115 6120 6148 6161 6175
 6259 6277 6310 6314 6327 6331 6406 6408 6465 6483
 6502 6511 6513 6516 6530 6543 6549 6601 6614 6615
 6743 6779 6800 6803 6826 6832 6866 6872 6938 6966
Issued by:
The Director ,Mizoram State Lotteries,
For result please visit: www.mizoramlotteries.com

ARUNACHAL PRADESH STATE LOTTERIES
MUMBAILAXMI RANI

Draw No:14 DrawDate on:13/05/18
1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 3704 2nd Prize Rs.2,000/- 4707
3rd Prize Rs. 1,000/- 1858 4th Prize Rs.  506/- 2795
5th Prize Rs.200/-
1016 1051 1109 1166 1204 1205 1278 1298 1331 1334
1442 1486 1546 1566 1570 1771 1818 1890 1898 1902
1926 1927 2060 2126 2169 2236 2249 2317 2330 2361
2376 2381 2401 2409 2444 2467 2596 2607 2608 2614
2708 2717 2759 2797 2904 3018 3055 3058 3092 3311
3341 3350 3362 3423 3424 3530 3591 3593 3649 3705
3711 3770 3790 3813 3851 3868 3977 3984 4091 4143
4177 4192 4204 4225 4236 4263 4398 4461 4688 4710
4718 4719 4793 4973 5037 5135 5164 5175 5214 5232
5276 5515 5523 5619 5646 5664 5725 5737 5911 5959
6th Prize Rs.100/-
1057 1077 1087 1108 1132 1142 1251 1257 1283 1296
1305 1389 1412 1509 1542 1556 1591 1678 1681 1712
1764 1798 1833 1875 1877 1878 1882 1923 1929 1933
1966 2015 2026 2031 2041 2043 2045 2053 2067 2092
2099 2125 2157 2160 2195 2266 2278 2307 2308 2320
2344 2349 2375 2415 2421 2453 2455 2494 2550 2554
2569 2576 2604 2606 2656 2669 2683 2706 2707 2734
2782 2814 2827 2834 2837 2874 2907 2910 2912 2915
2920 2925 2927 2939 2943 2971 2972 2984 2993 2996
2997 3043 3048 3051 3100 3136 3141 3149 3159 3178
3179 3190 3273 3279 3288 3326 3348 3417 3421 3426
3437 3450 3454 3461 3479 3496 3543 3549 3551 3565
3601 3616 3624 3625 3654 3680 3689 3722 3729 3733
3744 3781 3786 3802 3810 3822 3864 3870 3877 3885
3890 3892 3897 3924 3964 4024 4073 4108 4132 4150
4166 4213 4229 4230 4246 4253 4294 4323 4332 4354
4384 4441 4443 4490 4588 4640 4703 4716 4736 4750
4856 4934 4941 4948 4957 4987 5010 5083 5087 5190
5198 5306 5417 5424 5484 5539 5542 5624 5650 5656
5675 5687 5734 5759 5799 5814 5900 5924 5986 5998
Issued by:
The Commissioner,
ARUNACHAL PRADESH STATE LOTTERIES,ITANAGAR.

DEAR AFFECTIONATE MORNING DEAR RESPECT DEAR HAWK EVENING
Draw Time : 11:55 am onwards Draw Time : 04:00 pm onwards Draw Time : 08:00 pm onwards

Draw No:23 DrawDate on:13/05/18 Draw No:23 DrawDate on:13/05/18 Draw No:41 DrawDate on:13/05/18
1st Prize Rs.26.06 Lakhs/- 87C 87583 1st Prize Rs.26.06 Lakhs/- 98B 40865 1st Prize Rs.26.06 Lakhs/- 87H 22583

Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 87583 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 40865 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 22583 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
12189 24345 33790 35985 40435 07545 16442 30036 34530 42650 02286 04689 14698 18617 19510
41639 45613 48967 63752 66849 44302 62404 68990 79734 85200 20002 58420 59713 76723 82733
3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0039 2215 3888 4640 6202 7305 8779 8787 9330 9804 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0127 1302 1411 2402 3931 4150 5989 7548 7780 9673 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0092 0262 0547 1204 2196 2484 2630 5972 7836 9211
4th Prize Rs.250/- 1408 2323 4298 4870 5197 6013 6621 9757 9893 9930 4th Prize Rs.250/- 2906 3279 3514 4919 5178 5319 7506 7736 8835 9394 4th Prize Rs.250/- 0423 1842 1945 3500 6091 6104 6900 8125 8389 9584
5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/-
0294 0394 0402 0412 0440 0485 0556 0599 0646 0852 0182 0422 0540 0644 0648 0767 0856 1048 1175 1192 0176 0233 0947 1020 1351 1612 1674 1795 1828 1871
0905 0921 0982 1024 1149 1312 1317 1336 1364 1425 1287 1336 1386 1432 1525 1581 1588 1620 1798 1907 1911 1946 1950 2121 2260 2307 2334 2338 2396 2458
1426 1454 1497 1678 1686 1797 1954 2088 2173 2334 1921 2011 2094 2177 2329 2439 2532 2544 2757 2898 2623 2682 2797 2807 2959 3046 3191 3370 3441 3477
2517 2551 3134 3159 3189 3230 3239 3451 3536 3540 3022 3037 3114 3319 3394 3508 3733 3775 3942 3966 3484 3575 3587 3690 3693 3887 3944 3946 4074 4111
3773 3798 3830 4028 4061 4193 4223 4335 4426 4435 4116 4181 4261 4563 4574 4686 4700 4705 4938 5007 4125 4180 4199 4232 4301 4399 4569 4601 4702 4793
4472 4546 4645 4659 4885 4913 4950 5408 5419 5428 5212 5357 5392 5626 5723 5830 5933 5943 6034 6105 4829 4986 5146 5294 5532 5584 5653 5658 5671 5959
5567 5627 5717 5742 5959 6092 6222 6286 6295 6384 6206 6279 6337 6367 6505 6578 6676 6771 6827 6837 6081 6252 6307 6322 6768 6803 6822 6981 7015 7038
6489 6512 6626 6667 6718 7027 7039 7368 7543 7566 6890 6977 7552 7771 8064 8089 8246 8308 8380 8406 7327 7328 7341 7433 7458 7559 7676 7733 7760 7848
7697 7713 7854 7898 7933 8207 8218 8258 8294 8595 8413 8432 8438 8444 8537 8622 8684 8843 8871 8876 7987 8022 8098 8171 8208 8212 8363 8373 8383 8748
8844 8924 9174 9229 9342 9388 9423 9442 9626 9954 8879 9020 9083 9128 9277 9299 9447 9602 9822 9830 8846 8894 8897 9160 9218 9263 9484 9786 9966 9987

Issued by :
The Director,Nagaland State Lotteries,Kohima ,Nagaland
For Result,Please Visit : www.nagalandlotteries.com

N A G A L A N D  S T A T E L O T T E R I E S

Seven Palestinians were killed by Israeli ire on the Gaza border today, the Gazan health ministry said, as mass protests and clashes erupted 
against the transfer of the US embassy to Jerusalem. The seven were shot dead by Israeli forces, the ministry said, as violent clashes broke 

out in ive spots along the border in protest at the embassy move. More than 500 were injured, the ministry added. One of the dead was 14 
years old, it said.

LOST & FOUND
I, Nirmal Rai son of 
Shri Jas Kumar Rai 
resident of 6th Mile, 
Singbel, P.O. 10th Mile, 
Makha P.S. Singtam, 
East Sikkim do here-
by state that i have 
lost my following doc-
uments as mentioned 
below:
1. Class X Mark 
Sheet & Pass Cer-
tifi cate vide Roll No. 
180632012 (NIOS, 
June 2004)
2. Class XII Pass Cer-
tifi cate bearing roll no 
18000553101 (NIOS, 
April 2006) issued by 
Director Senior Sec-
ondary School Educa-
tion Examination.

I have lost the 
above documents in 
original in and around 
10th Mile, Makha, East 
Sikkim on 17.08.2015. 
Moreover I have 
lodged a complaint 
on Makha Police 
Outpost vide GD no. 
166 dt. 18.08.2015. If 
found please contact: 
9474770166.

S , M  14 [AFP]: 
A family of ive, including a 
child, carried out the suicide 
bombing of a police head-
quarters in Indonesia’s sec-
ond city Surabaya today, po-
lice said, a day after a deadly 
wave of attacks on churches 
staged by another family.

The spate of bombings 
has rocked Indonesia, with 
the Islamic State group 
claiming the church attacks 
and raising fears about its in-
luence in Southeast Asia as 

its dreams of a Middle East-
ern caliphate izzle.

Indonesia, which is set 
to host the Asian Games in 
just three months, has long 
struggled with Islamist mili-
tancy, including the 2002 Bali 
bombings that killed over 
200 people -- mostly foreign 
tourists -- in the country’s 
worst-ever terror attack.

Security forces have ar-
rested hundreds of militants 
during a sustained crack-
down that smashed some 
networks, and most recent 
attacks have been low-level 
and targeted domestic secu-
rity forces.

But that changed yes-

terday as a family of six -- 
including two young girls 
-- staged suicide bombings 
of churches during morning 
services in Surabaya, killing 
18 including the bombers.

Today, members of anoth-
er family blew themselves up 
at a police station in the city, 
wounding 10.

“There were ive people 
on two motorbikes. One of 
them was a little kid,” nation-
al police chief Tito Karnavian 
said. “This is one family.” An 
eight-year-old girl from the 
family survived the attack 
and was taken to hospital, 
while her mother, father and 
two brothers died in the 

blast, he said.
The church attacks were 

claimed by the Islamic State 
group.

The father of the church 
suicide bombers was a local 
leader in extremist network 
Jamaah Ansharut Daulah 
(JAD) which supports IS, and 
the second family was also 

linked to the the group.
“It ordered and gave 

instructions for its cells to 
make a move,” Karnavian 
said of the Islamic State’s 
role in the church attacks.

He added that the 
bombings may have also 
been motivated by the 
arrest of JAD leadership, 
including jailed radical 
Aman Abdurrahman, and 
were linked to a dead-
ly prison riot staged by 
Islamist prisoners at a 
high-security jail near Ja-
karta last week.

Abdurrahman has 
been connected to several 
deadly incidents, includ-
ing a 2016 gun and suicide 
attack in the capital Jakar-
ta that left four attackers 
and four civilians dead.

Despite their appar-
ent allegiance to IS, the 

church-bombing family were 
not returnees from Syria, po-
lice said Monday, correcting 
their earlier statements.

However, hundreds of In-
donesians have locked in re-
cent years to ight alongside IS 
in its bid to carve out a caliph-
ate ruled by strict Islamic law.

Its ambitions have been 
reined in after losing most 
of the land it once occupied 
in Iraq and Syria, and there 
are concerns that jihadists 
will now turn their focus on 
establishing a base in South-
east Asia.

On Sunday evening, just 
hours after the church bomb-
ings, a further three people 
in another family were killed 
and two wounded when an-
other bomb exploded at an 
apartment complex about 30 
kilometres from Surabaya.

That explosion appeared 
to have been an acciden-
tal detonation that killed a 
mother and her 17-year-old 
child who was not identi ied.

The woman’s husband -- 
a con idante of the husband 
behind the church bombings 
Dita Oepriyanto -- was badly 
injured in the explosion.

Police said they arrived 
after the explosion and shot 
the injured man, Anton Febri-
anto, as he held a bomb deto-
nator in his hand.

“When we searched the 
lat we found pipe bombs, 

similar to pipe bombs we 
found near the churches,” 

said Karnavian.
Authorities said Monday 

they shot a suspect described 
as the second-ranking mem-
ber of the JAD cell in Sura-
baya, while four others were 
arrested.

Indonesian police have 
foiled numerous terror plots, 
but the coordinated nature of 
Sunday’s church bombings 
and the subsequent blasts 
point to more sophisticated 
planning than in the past, an-
alysts said.

“There is de initely a 
growing technical pro i-
ciency,” said Zachary Abuza, 
Southeast Asian security ex-
pert at the National War Col-
lege in Washington.

“To pull off three near si-
multaneous bombings is hall-
mark of a group that is think-
ing.” Abuza questioned the 
police suggestion that the at-
tacks were ordered by the IS 
leadership abroad, but said it 
will likely boost its presence 
in Southeast Asia as it fades 
elsewhere.

“(They’re) going to con-
tinue to bene it from operat-
ing transnationally in South-
east Asia,” he said.

Two families staged Indonesian suicide bombings: police

Iran says 
Trump 
‘feeble-
minded’ for 
Jerusalem 
embassy 
move
T , M  14 (AFP): 
Iran denounced Presi-
dent Donald Trump as 
“feeble-minded” over 
today’s controversial 
move of the US embassy 
to Jerusalem, calling for 
resistance from the Pal-
estinians and the inter-
national community.

“America has entered 
a crisis of strategic deci-
sion-making that looks at 
the international arena 
immaturely and adven-
turously,” said parlia-
ment speaker Ali Larija-
ni, a key establishment 
igure, at a conference on 

the Palestinian situation 
in Tehran. “I believe the 
current US president is 
not capable of identify-
ing and judging the long-
term consequences of his 
actions,” he added. The 
United States was due 
to open its new embassy 
in Jerusalem -- known as 
Al-Quds in Iran -- later 
on Monday amid wide-
spread Palestinian anger 
and praise from Israelis.

B , M  14 (AFP): 
An alliance headed by na-
tionalist cleric Moqtada 
Sadr and a rival bloc of 
pro-Iranian former ight-
ers appeared to surge 
today in surprise prelim-
inary results from Iraq’s 
irst poll since the defeat 

of the Islamic State group.
If con irmed, the out-

come would throw open 
the race to become the 
next prime minister, as 
internationally favoured 
incumbent Haider 
al-Abadi lagged behind 
after a vote hit by record 
abstentions.

According to partial 
results seen by AFP, the 
Marching Towards Re-
form alliance of Shiite cler-
ic Sadr and his communist 
allies was ahead in six of 
Iraq’s 18 provinces and 

second in four others.
Sadr has reinvented 

himself as an anti-graft 
crusader after rising to 
prominence as a power-
ful militia chief whose 
ighters battled US forces 

after the 2003 invasion.
While long railing 

against the United State, 
the nationalist irebrand 
has also distanced him-
self from its key rival 
Iran, drawing closer to 
regional Sunni power-
house Saudi Arabia.

Next in the running 
is the Conquest Alliance, 
made up of ex- ighters 
from mainly Iran-backed 
paramilitary units that 
battled IS, with results 
putting them ahead in 
four provinces and sec-
ond in eight others.

The head of the list 

is Hadi al-Ameri, a long-
time ally of Tehran, 
whose forces ended up 
battling alongside the US 
to oust the jihadists.

Both Sadr and Ameri 
are long-time political 
veterans well-known to 
Iraqis, but they pitched 
themselves as seeking to 
sweep clean the coun-
try’s reviled elite.

The complex elector-
al arithmetic of the Iraqi 
system, however, means 
that the inal makeup of 
329-seat parliament is 
still far from decided.

The ballots of some 
700,000 security per-
sonnel who voted and 
Iraqis abroad were yet 
to be tallied up, meaning 
Abadi could get a boost 
ive months after he an-

nounced victory over IS.

Whatever the out-
come, there looks set to 
be lengthy horse-trading 
between the main political 
forces before any new pre-
mier and a coalition gov-
ernment can be installed.

Sadr -- who did not 
stand as a candidate and 
therefore cannot be-
come premier -- appears 
in pole position to play 
kingmaker after years on 
the sidelines.

The electoral surprise 
comes with tensions 
surging between the 
United States and Iran 
after Washington’s with-
drawal from the 2015 
nuclear deal, sparking 
fears of a destabilising 
power struggle over Iraq.

Abadi -- who came to 
power as IS swept across 
Iraq in 2014 -- has been 

a consensus igure who 
balanced off the United 
States and Iran.

Several senior politi-
cal igures had previously 
told AFP that preliminary 
results put Abadi in the 
lead, on course to scoop 
60 of the 329 parliamen-
tary seats up for grabs.

US Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo, whose 
country still has troops in 
Iraq from the ight with IS, 
on Saturday lauded the poll 
and called for an “inclusive 
government, responsive to 
the needs of all Iraqis”.

But the ballot saw a 
record low turnout, as 
only 44.5 per cent of el-
igible voters headed to 
the polls in the lowest 
participation rate since 
the 2003 US-led ouster of 
Saddam Hussein.

Fiery cleric, paramilitary leader surge at Iraq elections
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EtCETERA

ARIES: There is something in the 
air today pushing you toward 
change or renewal, Aries. Is it 
time to change your wardrobe or 
redecorate your home? If so, this 
is the day. If you have monetary 
restrictions, you’ll ind it just as 
ful illing (and a whole lot cheap-
er) to simply rid your home of all 
the things that just aren’t “you” 
anymore. Surround yourself with 
the things you love.
TAURUS: The good news is it can 
only get better. For today, how-
ever, there may be some trying 
times in store, Taurus. If you’re a 
parent, the children will beg for 
something every ive minutes. At 
work, you’ll feel pressure from 
all sides. Not even your love life 
is immune from the doubt that 
seems to hover over you. No com-

promise is possible today. Just sit 
tight and know that calmer days 
are coming.
GEMINI: Today is the day to re-
think all those social values that 
you take at face value, Gemini. 
Like the rest of us, you learned 
them at a young age and unthink-
ingly accepted them. Established 
concepts of propriety are espe-
cially deserving of consideration. 
After hearing for years about 
all those things that “just aren’t 
done,” isn’t it refreshing to think 
that maybe they should be done 
after all?
CANCER: Today is an ideal day 
to shop for a new wardrobe, 
Cancer. You may ind your usu-
al style either too conventional 
or uncomfortably trendy. Often 
when you’re out shopping, you’ll 

reject an item you really like for 
fear that it’s too suggestive or old 
fashioned. Perhaps you should 
listen to your own judgment for 
a change instead of being so con-
cerned with what other people 
might think.
LEO: The topic of the day is 
knowledge and learning, Leo. Did 
you study the ield you dreamed 
of? Do you feel ashamed of not 
having attended such-and-such 
a school or program? If those 
sorts of issues are uppermost on 
your mind, remember that your 
creativity has little to do with the 
degrees you hold and everything 
to do with how you use your 
skills and knowledge to better the 
world.
VIRGO: An important aspect has 
passed, and you are in the pro-

cess of reaping the bene it from 
it, Virgo. It was only a matter of 
becoming aware of and settling 
certain matters related to your 
need for social recognition. Don’t 
be so hungry for approval, Virgo. 
Most people contain a stern inner 
authority igure and can survive 
comfortably and self-suf iciently. 
In fact, it’s your greatest strength.
LIBRA: You may feel hemmed in 
by the role models that society 
currently offers, Libra. As you 
struggle to ind your own de ini-
tion of the truly modern human 
being, the people around you 
sometimes criticize your liber-
ated attitude. Just because their 
ideas aren’t in sync with yours in 
no way invalidates them. If your 
ideas are a tad too radical, theirs 
are too conventional. There’s 

room for both points of view.
SCORPIO: Today’s aspects are 
suggesting that you take a good 
hard look at the state of your ego, 
Scorpio. Are you too proud or too 
humble? Buddhists say that the 
path to spiritual ful illment lies in 
knowing how to build a healthy 
ego while at the same time devel-
oping a part of oneself completely 
foreign to the ego. Are you work-
ing hard at this?
SAGITTARIUS: A small crisis is 
still a crisis, isn’t it, Sagittarius? 
Expect one in your personal life 
today. Since you aren’t one to let 
issues go unresolved, you won’t 
be able to put off dealing with 
your problems any longer. Ques-
tions abound. Are work and re-
sponsibilities shared equally with 
your partner? Are you both mak-

ing an equal effort to maintain 
relationship harmony? Asking 
the questions is the irst step to 
answering them.
CAPRICORN: Something has to 
change, Capricorn. You knew it as 
soon as you woke up this morn-
ing. Your mirror provides the 
impetus for some important res-
olutions. Is it time to begin a diet, 
make a commitment to exercise 
more, or strengthen your resolve 
to quit smoking? Anything you do 
to improve your health will make 
you feel better about yourself. 
Buy some new clothes or get a 
haircut! Other people will notice, 
too!
AQUARIUS: The only good thing 
about being on an emotional roll-
er coaster is that you never feel 
the same way for long, Aquarius. 

One moment you’re up, the next 
you’re down. You can’t igure out 
what it is you want today. Rather 
than bring your loved ones along 
on this wild ride, why not take 
some time away from your usual 
environment? You’ll be a lot bet-
ter off alone. Who knows? Some-
thing important may come out of 
these moments of solitude!
PISCES: You might want to check 
your alarm clock to be sure it re-
ally woke you up this morning, Pi-
sces. Your tendency will be to stay 
in the cocoon of your own little 
dream world, deep in your own 
thoughts. Obsessive thoughts, in 
particular, will try and drown out 
some more pressing issues from 
the past that really need to be 
dealt with once and for all. “Ring, 
ring!” It’s time to wake up!
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LEGACY! Naomi Campbell, 47, owns the runway at Fashion For Relief gala 
as she ‘ushers in’ younger talents Bella Hadid and Winnie Harlow after 
hinting a retirement, revealing: “I don’t know if I can walk much longer, it’s 
been 32 years.”

M , M  14 [PTI]: 
Meghna Gulzar has often 
been offered to remake her 
father, iconic writer-lyricist, 
Gulzar’s ilms but the director 
says she will never consider 
the thought as she believes 
“masterpieces shouldn’t be 
touched”.

Gulzar, 83, has helmed 
several celebrated ilms in 
his career such as “Ijaazat”, 
“Aandhi” and “Angoor”.

Meghna, 44, however, did 
not specify which of her fa-
ther’s movies were offered to 
her to remake.

“I get suggestions and of-
fers but I’ll never do it, nev-
er consider it. I can’t even 
imagine it because there is 
no need whatsoever. I was 
offered to remake, strangely, 
but yes. I don’t think master-
pieces should be touched,” 
the ilmmaker told PTI in an 
interview.

She says the fact that her 
father has never written any 
of her ilms - specially her 
directorial debut “Filhaal” 
and her second outing “Just 
Married” - is because he 
would never have the same 
perspective that she has. He, 
however, gives a few sugges-
tions from time to time.

“The subjects I was pick-
ing, he says it himself, that 
he’ll never be able to write 
something like a ‘Filhaal’ or 
a ‘Just Married’ because the 
perspective that I have, he 
wouldn’t.

“I can’t ever remember 
my father instructing me 
about anything. The upbring-
ing, the support was sublimi-
nal and through suggestions. 
You cannot teach writing, it 
has to come instinctively.”

Meghna, who has helmed 
four ilms in her over than 
15-year-long career, had 

started assisting ilmmaker 
Sayeed Mirza right after col-
lege. Surprisingly, she never 
worked on a set with Gulzar, 
a decision which she says, 
was deliberate.

“On my father’s set, it was 
dif icult not to be the direc-
tor’s daughter for the rest of 
the crew. So learning on that 
set wouldn’t have been pos-
sible. I assisted my father in 
writing and postproduction, 
[but] never on the sets.

“On the sets, I can be a 
distraction for him too. He 
doesn’t seize to be the father 
and it can be distracting for 
a director. I know how I feel 
when my son is on set,” she 
says.

Meghna made “Filhaal” 
in 2002 and then went on 
to direct her second, “Just 
Married”, ive years later. The 
gap stretched to seven years 
when she made her third 
ilm, “Talvar” in 2015.

She also directed one of 
the 10 stories in the anthol-
ogy ilm, “Dus Kahaniyaan” 
[2007].

“After ‘Just Married’, I took 
really long to write a script, 
due to I guess lack of moti-

vation. When there’s failure, 
there’s lack of motivation. 
You do get a little de lated. 
But I did write three scripts 
which never materialised.

“But I’ve outgrown them 
now. ‘Filhaal’ is not my irst 
script, it’s my second. I put 
the irst one aside, it was a 
comedy...” she says.

Meghna says the sev-
en-year gap made her ques-
tion her craft.

At one point, she even 
wondered if she is a “bad 
ilmmaker or a bad storytell-

er, may be the subjects she 
chose are wrong”.

The director says today 
she is in much more “con i-
dent” space and has found 
immense liking for stories 
based on real life, such as her 
latest “Raazi”, a spy thriller.

“I ind true life genre very 
stimulating because it’s chal-
lenging, it’s a tremendous re-
sponsibility and it’s also very 
liberating.

“You can do away with the 
bells and whistles, nice look-
ing actors and blow dry hair 
and pristine costumes. You 
can just tell the story in the 
best possible way,” she adds.

I’ll never touch my father’s 
work, says Meghna Gulzar

The widowed footballer 
paid tribute to his late 

wife Rebecca Ellison in 
his emotional acceptance 
speech at The Royal Festi-
val Hall in London, while 
also thanking his “beauti-
ful” girlfriend Kate Wright, 
26, for her support while 
accepting a British Acad-
emy Television Award on 
Sunday night for a ilm he 
made about his late wife 
Rebecca.

On the night, there were 
a few more surprises on the 
podium, including Net lix’s 
irst ever TV BAFTA for 

The Crown, a win for Love 
Island - which caused up-
roar among fans - and also 
a snub for David Attenbor-
ough, whose Blue Planet II 
show missed out on the top gong.

A tearful Rio accepted the Single 
Documentary Award for Rio Ferdinand: 
Being Mum and Dad, which aired on 
BBC One last June. In the special, Rio 
depicted the dif iculties of being a single 
parent to his three children following 
the death of his beloved wife to cancer 
in 2015.

Fighting back tears, the retired 
sports star accepted his BAFTA TV 
Award by saying: “I’m normally quite 
used to picking up trophies. Thanks to 
BAFTA and all the other nominees, but 
also to BBC for believing in the project, 
all the guys at New Era, the management 
team, it’s been quite a crazy whirlwind 
experience. I didn’t do this for any oth-
er reason other than my three kids. The 
worst thing to come out of this is that I 
get quite emotional now. I’m not quite 
used to it.”

Rio gestured to his girlfriend Kate, 
who was looking on from the studio au-
dience, and thanked her for her support.

He added: “Those people lacking in 
character in con idence, it has encour-
aged to give them a voice. This docu-
mentary has given something to my 
three kids. This documentary has pro-
pelled me forward into a period of hap-

piness where my kids are happy I’ve got 
a beautiful girlfriend. Thank you, BBC, 
thank you very much.”

And while Rio got a kiss from girl-
friend Kate on his return to his seat, 
it was similarly supportive wife Ali As-
tall, who was waiting in the wings to 
see Declan Donnelly accept an award 
for the first time without sidekick Ant 
McPartlin.

After he joined her on the red carpet, 
where his comedic partner Ant would 
usually be, Dec was accompanied by 
Britain’s Got Talent co-stars in accepting 
Best Entertainment Programme.

Unlike Rio, Dec declined to give a 
speech as he collected one of three pos-
sible awards that Ant & Dec had been 
put nominated for on the night.

Hosted by Sue Perkins, it was a night 
of shocks for many, since Love Island 
scooped the prize for Best Reality and 
Constructed Factual.

The prestigious BAFTA win came as 
a shock for many TV fans at home, de-
spite the ITV2 favourite becoming one 
of the most talked-about shows of 2017.

Taking to the stage to accept their 
prize was host Caroline Flack, along 
with the show’s most recent stars Chris 
Hughes and Marcel Somerville, while 
Iain Sterling rushed to the stage in a 

break from providing commentary for 
the show.

Elsewhere, The Crown’s Vanessa 
Kirby accepted the award for Best Sup-
porting Actress, while her co-star Claire 
Foy was snubbed again.

Similarly overlooked, the BBC Sir Da-
vid Attenborough-fronted documentary 
series Blue Planet II - which was the 
most watched TV programme of 2017 - 
missed out on the award for Specialist 
Factual.

Viewers raged on social media after-
wards, but luckily they had some conso-
lation that the show was awarded the 
prize for Virgin TV’s Must-See Moment, 
voted for by the general public.

The evening had brought out the best 
of the UK’s acting, presenting and reality 
show talent, including Michelle Keegan, 
Abbey Clancy and Amanda Holden.

It had also been a big night for Rio 
and Kate, who had made their irst of-
icial awards outing together. Their 

cosy outing comes after the footballer 
revealed his three children adore Kate - 
who he gushed is “vitally important” to 
their family.

Kate and Rio started dating in early 
2017, two years after the tragic loss of 
his wife Rebecca to breast cancer, aged 
34.

Rio Ferdinand close to tears on his Best Single
Documentary win at BAFTA TV Awards ‘18

Emilia Clarke 
has said she 

would love to 
see her “Game of 
Thrones” co-star 
Kit Harington 
play a young 
Luke Skywalker.

The 31-year-
old actor, who 
plays Qi’ra in 
the new “Solo: A 
Star Wars Story”, 
suggested Har-
ington’s name if 
the iconic char-
acter gets his 
own Star Wars 
spin-off.

‘I feel like I have to say Kit 
Harington. Because I have to, 
do you know what I mean?’ 
Clarke told Entertainment 
Tonight.

The actor said she is ex-
cited to feature in the movie 
directed by Ron Howard.

“My brother was a huge 
fan, he’s my big brother. I was 

always gonna do everything 
he told me to do, so I watched 
them really young (and) got 
into them from him.

“Then when it all came 
back the second time around, 
I became a fan all over again, 
because it’s just... They’ve 
taken it to every level. And 
then when they wanted me to 
be in it, I’m like, ‘What? OK!’“

Alden Ehrenreich is all set 
to play a young Han Solo, the 
beloved character immortal-
ised by veteran actor Harri-
son Ford.

“Solo” also stars Woody 
Harrelson, Donald Glover, 
Thandie Newton, Phoebe 
Waller-Bridge, Paul Bet-
tany, Jon Favreau, among 
others.

Emilia Clarke backs Kit Harington
to play Luke Skywalker


