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REBYNARANA
G , 14 A :

A programme to commem-
orate the 127th birth an-

niversary of Bharat Ratna Dr 
BhimRaoAmbedkar was orga-
nized by All Sikkim Scheduled 
Caste Welfare Association [AS-
SCWA] in association with So-
cial Justice, Empowerment and 
Welfare Department at Paljor 
Stadium in Gangtok today.

Chief Minister Pawan Cham-
ling attended the programme 
as the chief guest.

Sikkim State Cooperative 
Union (SICUN) chairperson, 
Ganesh Kumar Rai, former in-
ternational footballer, Jerry 
Basi, progressive farmer, Bud-
dhilalKhatiwada along with 
DamberSundas and DrYogesh-
Ghimirey were felicitated with 

B.R Ambedkar Puraskar for 
their contributions in their re-
spective ields. 

Sikkim-born FIFA U-17 
World Cup star, KomalThatal, 
was also felicitated by the Chief 
Minister.  

Likewise, district toppers of 
the essay writing competition 
organized by Human Resource 
Development Department on 
‘Provision for minority in the 
Indian Constitution’ were also 
felicitated with prizes and cer-
ti icates. 

PemaChokiLepcha from 
Gyalshing Girls Senior Second-
ary School, West Sikkim, Pre-
rnaGajmer from Mangan Se-
nior Secondary School, North 
Sikkim, PhurmitLepcha from 
Modern Senior Secondary 

AMBEDKAR JAYANTI CELEBRATED IN GANGTOK

SC community thriving in Sikkim: CM

SAGAR CHETTRI
G , 14 A : 

Sikkim Police has become 
the champion of the irst 

ever Dr Bhim Rao Ambedkar 
Football Tournament. In a 
nail-biting inal match played 
on Saturday, Sikkim Police 
defeated Sikkim Aakraman 
Football Club in a tie-breaker.

Sikkim Police reached the 
inals by defeating Kalimpong 

United in the semi- inal, while 
Sikkim Aakraman FC defeated 
Brotherhood Football Club in 
another semi- inal match.

Both teams played neck-
to-neck from the start with 
an attacking game. Kushen 
Mangar converted a direct 
free-kick into the lead for Sik-
kim Aakraman FC in the 25th 
minute. Sikkim Police players 
tried their best to equalize the 
score but the irst half ended 
with same score-line of 1-0 in 
favor of Sikkim Aakraman FC.

Sahensha Ansari extended 

the lead of Sikkim Aakraman 
FC to 2-0 in the 63rd minute. 
Respite came for Sikkim Po-

lice in the 67th minute when 
the referee offered them a 
penalty kick for rough tack-

le by Sikkim Aakraman FC in 
the D-box. Dawa Lepcha suc-
cessfully converted the pen-

alty kick into the irst goal for 
Sikkim Police. With renewed 
spirit, Sikkim Police went all 
out to equalize the score-line 
and the result came only in 
the dying minutes when Bir 
Bahadur Pradhan scored the 
equalizer for Sikkim Police in 
the 89th minute.

The full time of the match 
ended in 2-2 draw and the 
match extended for the 
tie-breaker through penal-
ty shoot-out. In the penal-
ty shoot-out, Sikkim Police 
converted all ive shots into 
goals while Sikkim Aakraman 
FC players managed to score 
three goals only. 

Sikkim Police won the 
match 7-5 in the tie-breaker to 
lift the champion’s trophy.

Sangay Bhutia of Sik-
kim Police was adjudged 
‘Man of the match’, while his 
teammate Dawa Lepcha was 
awarded ‘Man of the tour-
nament’ trophy. Ronal Rai 
of the State Sports Academy 

received the best goalkeeper 
trophy and the highest scor-
er trophy was given to Bir 
Bahadur Pradhan of Sikkim 
Police. Sonam Lepcha of Sik-
kim Himalayan Sporting Club 
was adjudged as the emerg-
ing player of the tournament 
and the fair play trophy was 
awarded to the State Sports 
Academy.

The winning team re-
ceived cash prize of Rs 1 lakh 
along with trophy while Rs 
70,000 along with trophy was 
given to the runners-up team.

Roads & Bridges Minister, 
GM Gurung, who was pres-
ent as the chief guest, along 
with the Health Minister, AK 
Ghatani and other dignitaries, 
handed over the cash prizes 
and trophies to the winners.

The tournament was or-
ganised by All Sikkim Sched-
uled Caste Welfare Associa-
tion [ASSCWA] and had 14 
teams from the State and out-
side as participants.

Sikkim Police lifts inaugural Dr BR 
Ambedkar Football trophy

YOGEN THATAL
S , 14 A :

Krypton Arts Society of Singtam (KASS) 
started a painting drive today which 

kicked off from Government Primary 
School, Lower Tanak, South Sikkim.

Members of the society painted the 
school logo, walls and various other in-
novative painting projects in the school 
today. On Sunday, remaining work will be 
taken up. The designs have been concep-
tualized by Headmaster of the school, Ma-
hesh Dahal.

Last year, KASS had actively participat-
ed in the Rani Khola Mahatsov at Singtam, 
organized a painting exhibition at Singtam 
and at Lampokhari Festival, Aritar.

KASS begins beauti ication drive, paints 
Lower Tanak Primary School

Case against 
former bank staff 
for comments 
on Kathua 
rape victim
K , A  14 (PTI): 
A case was registered 
today against a former 
bank employee for al-
legedly justifying the 
“gangrape and killing” 
of an eight-year-old girl 
in Kathua of Jammu and 
Kashmir, police said.

Vishnu Nandakumar, 
who had triggered a so-
cial media furore with his 
alleged Facebook com-
ments against the Kathua 
rape victim, was charged 
under section 153A (Pro-
moting enmity between 
different groups on 
grounds of religion, race, 
place of birth, residence, 
language etc., and doing 
acts prejudicial to main-
tenance of harmony) of 
the IPC, they added.

The case was regis-
tered at the Panangad 
police station here. The 
police said the action was 
initiated against Nan-
dakumar on the basis of 
complaints from various 
individuals and groups.

The Kotak Mahin-
dra Bank, which had 
sacked Nandakumar for 
“poor performance” on 
April 11, had yesterday 
condemned the alleged 
Facebook comments of 
its former employee.

“It is extremely dis-
heartening to see such 
comments being made 
in the aftermath of such 
a tragedy by anyone, in-
cluding an ex-employee. 
We strongly condemn this 
statement,” bank spokes-
person Rohit Rao had said.

Nandakumar, who 
worked as the assistant 
manager at a Kotak Ma-
hindra Bank branch here, 
had allegedly justi ied 
the killing of the rape 
victim, saying she would 
have grown up to be a 
terrorist.

“It’s better to kill her 
now, otherwise tomor-
row she may become 
a human bomb against 
India,” he had allegedly 
written in Malayalam.

Unnao rape case: CBI makes 
second arrest; woman who 

lured victim to MLA arrested
N  D , A  14 (PTI): The CBI today made a 
second arrest in the Unnao rape case as it took into 
custody Shashi Singh, the woman who allegedly took 
the victim to BJP MLA Kuldeep Singh Sengar on the 
day of crime, of icials said. A special court in Lucknow 
has sent Sengar, the prime accused in the case, to a 
seven-day CBI custody, they said.

In her complaint to UP Police, now part of the CBI 
FIR, the victim’s mother has alleged that Shashi Singh 
had lured her daughter and took her to Sengar’s resi-
dence where he raped her.

She has also alleged that while the MLA was rap-
ing her daughter, Shashi Singh stood outside the room 
as a guard. The agency arrested the BJP MLA from 
Bangarmau last night after 16 hours of questioning at 
its of ice in Lucknow.

After a massive public outrage over the inaction 
of the UP police, the case was handed over to the CBI 
on April 12. The agency took over the investigation in 
three cases related to the alleged rape of the 17-year-
old girl by the BJP MLA.

Within hours of taking over 

LALIT K JHA 
W , A  14 
(PTI): The “precise, over-
whelming and effective” 
military strike in Syria 
was aimed to “cripple” 
the chemical weapons in-
frastructure of the Syrian 
regime and it succeeded 
in destroying three chem-
ical weapons facilities in 
the war-torn country, the 
Pentagon today said.

It said the “precise, 
overwhelming and effec-
tive” military strike in 
Syria by the US, France 
and Britain were in-
tended to send a clear 
message that the use 
of chemical weapons 
against its own civilians 
is inexcusable.

The Pentagon said it 
destroyed three chemical 
weapons facilities of the 

Syrian regime.
Marine Lt Gen Ken-

neth F McKenzie director, 
Joint Staff, told reporters 
that the US, France and 
Britain in all deployed 
105 missiles against 
three targets.

“Taken together were 
able to overwhelm the 
Syrian air defence sys-
tem,” he said.

The US assesses that 
the Syrians ired about 
40 missiles in retaliation, 
but none of them endan-
gered the US forces and 
its allies. Defensive effort 
of Syria was ineffective, 
he said.

The Syrian regime 
had a pattern of us-
ing chemical weapons 
against the chemical 
weapons convention, al-

Launched airstrike 
to cripple chemical 

weapons infrastructure 
of Syria: Pentagon

SEMINAR SERIES ON MINORITY 
ISSUES CONCLUDES IN GANGTOK
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G , A  14 (PTI): In 
the wake of shortage of vege-
tables in Sikkim, measures are 
being taken to promote organ-
ic farming post ban on sale and 
consumption of non-organic 
agricultural and horticultural 
items in the state from April 
one, an of icial said.

“The vegetables’ shortage 
due to inadequate cultivation 
in Sikkim is a short-term prob-
lem as steps have been taken 
to boost organic farming after 
the ban on sale and consump-
tion of non-organic agricultur-

al and horticultural commodi-
ties,” Sikkim State Co-operative 
Supply and Marketing Federa-
tion Ltd, (SIMFED) Managing 
Director Pawan Awasthi said 
yesterday.

Sikkim has cultivable land at 
about 80,000 hectares of which 
only 15,000 are being used for 
organic farming, he said, add-
ing that the state government 
proposed to encourage farmers 
and big landowners to put their 
unused land for farming in or-
der to increase cultivation of 
various organic food items not 

only for domestic consump-
tion, but also for export.

The SIMFED MD said that 
the farmers would be advised 
to carry out multi-crop farming 
of organic produces for which 
required assistance under MN-
REGA or other schemes would 
be made available to them.

If all these measures are 
put in place, then the shortage 
of agricultural and horticultur-
al commodities in Sikkim will 
be a thing of the past latest by 
next year, Awasthi said.

Meanwhile, the SIMFED, a 

state government undertak-
ing, has decided to procure 28 
organic agricultural and horti-
cultural commodities, mainly 
vegetables, directly from the 
farmers at a ixed procure-
ment rate to combat shortage 
of these commodities and con-
trol its prices.

“We have started procur-
ing organic vegetables and al-
lied produces direct from the 
farmers and the same will be 
sold to the consumers through 
wholesale dealers and retail-
ers in the market,” the SIMFED 

MD said.
The Sikkim government 

had banned sale and consump-
tion of 27 agricultural and hor-
ticultural commodities in the 
state, but later relaxed supply 
of carrot, tomato and green 
chilli from outside in view of 
acute shortage.

The opposition parties 
have slammed the Pawan 
Chamling government for ban-
ning non-organic food items 
in Sikkim without adequate 
preparation and demanded 
rollback.

Veg shortage: Steps taken to promote 
organic farming in Sikkim

42-yr-old arrested for 
sexual assault on minor

NIRMAL MANGAR
G , 14 A : 

Police has arrested a 42-year-old man on charges of 
sexually assaulting a minor girl of 14 years in a vil-

lage in West Sikkim.
The accused, Dharma Raj Saru has been booked un-

der IPC 376 (Rape) and POCSO Act.
According to the police, an ASHA worker found the 

girl to be pregnant during a visit to the village.
On being questioned it was learnt that the man had 

sexually assaulted her in July 2017.
“The man had threatened her with dire conse-

quences if she told others about the incident. Out of 
fear the girl, who is a school drop-out, did not tell any-
one,” said the police.

The ASHA worker informed the local Panchayat and 
later the parents lodged a complaint at Gyalshing police 
station. The accused is currently under police custody.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 14 A : 

Limboo-Tamang Vol-
untary Committee 

[LTVC] has again alleged 
that the state government 
is not sincerely pursuing 
the Limboo-Tamang As-
sembly seat reservation 
issue. The organisation 
has reiterated its demand 
that ive LT seats should 
be provided from the ex-
isting 32 seats in the State 
Assembly.

LTVC has accused the 
state government of de-
liberately prolonging and 
delaying the issue fur-
ther by proposing formu-
las based on BK Roy Bur-
man Commission report 
and interim 40 seats for-
mula as LT seat solution 
for Sikkim at the Centre. 

“Demands raised si-
multaneously is causing 
confusion. On one hand 

the CM is asking for provi-
sion of 5 seats but on the 
other hand is forwarding 
Burman Commission seat 
formula of making 11 left 
out communities trib-
al. This has given rise to 
confusion at the Centre,” 
according to LTVC.

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 

LTVC president, Yehang 
Tshong stated that LTVC 
has been repeatedly de-
manding that the state 
government withdraw 
the Burman Commission 
report based 40 seats 
formula as it is creating 
hurdles for LT seats. 

He stated that LT seat 
reservation and tribal 

recognition of 11 left out 
communities should be 
pursued together. On the 
same, he reiterated LT-
VC’s stand of providing 
ive seats from the exist-

ing 32 seats in the State 
Assembly as a permanent 
solution to the issue. 

In case the number 
of Assembly seats is in-

creased to 40 then LT 
seats must also increase 
proportionately, said Mr 
Tshong further stressing 
that LT should not be 
merged with new ST in 
future.

Referring to informa-
tion received through a 
recent RTI, Mr Tshong 
alleged that the informa-
tion clearly shows that 
the state government has 
not passed any new reso-
lution or bills and written 
letters to the central gov-
ernment after the verdict 
of the Supreme Court on 
04 January 2016. 

Through an RTI appli-
cation, LTVC had sought 
information regarding 
the State high powered 
committee’s memoran-
dum dated 1.6.2016 
submitted to the CM and 
memorandum submitted 
by the CM led delegation 

on 14 June 2016 to the 
PM but the State Home 
Department said that 
the memorandum was 
not available both with 
the Home Department or 
the CM’s of ice. He ques-
tioned the unavailability 
of these documents. 

“LTVC has already 
burnt Sikkim Govern-
ment’s 40 seats interim 
formula and Burman 
commission’s formulas 
on 10 July 2016 and to-
day again we burnt it to 
send a clear message to 
the State and the Centre 
that LT will never accept 
Burman Commission and 
interim formula for LT 
seat reservation,” he said. 

He warned that if a 
permanent solution is not 
arrived at by the end of 
this year then LTVC will 
launch a strong protest.

LTVC reiterates demand for 05 Assembly seats 
for Limboo-Tamang from existing 32  SUMMIT REPORT

G , 14 A : 

Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha held a constituen-

cy-level meeting for Mar-
tam-Rumtek at Rawtey in 
East Sikkim on Saturday. 
The meeting was chaired 
by the party’s acting pres-
ident, Kunga Nima Lep-
cha and other senior lead-
ers and workers of SKM.

In the meeting, 26 ac-
tive youths of SDF party 
from East Sikkim formal-
ly joined SKM and were 
welcomed by the acting 
president and other lead-
ers in the party, informs 
an SKM press release. 
The meeting mainly dis-
cussed expansion of the 

party organisation and 
future programme in the 
constituency. 

Despite being elect-
ed on an SKM ticket, the 
area MLA, Dr Mechung 
Bhutia has betrayed the 
people of the area, the re-
lease alleges.  

SKM acting president 
warned the people about 
forces and individuals 
speaking against the par-
ty across the State. Op-
position parties in the 
State should ight against 
the ruling party instead 
of speaking only against 
SKM, he added. 

Mr Lepcha urged the 
people to stay away from 
those conspiring against 
SKM.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 14 A :

Daylong seminar on “Pro-
spective Issues of Minori-

ties in Sikkim: Retrospective 
and the Prospect” was held 
in the Conference Hall, BAC, 
Kabi, North Sikkim and con-
ference hall of hotel Regal, 
Tadong, East Sikkim on 12 and 
13 Apr, respectively, a press 
release informs.

In Gangtok the seminar was 
organized by Primitive Tribe 
Welfare Board, Department of 
Social Justice, Empowerment 
and Welfare, Government of 
Sikkim in collaboration with 
Anthropology Department, 
Sikkim University, sponsored 
by Ministry of Minority Affairs, 
Government of India under 
Research/ Studies, Monitoring 
and Evaluation of Development 
Schemes including Publicity.

MLA, Kabi Longchok, Ugen 
Nedup Bhutia, attended the 
seminar as chief guest at Kabi 

BAC on 12 Apr. In his address, 
Mr Bhutia extended gratitude 
to Primitive Tribe Welfare 
Board for organizing this infor-

mative seminar for the welfare 
of the minority population of 
the area. He also highlighted 
the various initiatives under-

taken by the State Govern-
ment for the welfare of the 
socio-economic development 
of the people, the release men-

tions. 
Technical session of the 

seminar was chaired by SDM 
Kabi, Tenzing Denzongpa and 
attended by BDO, Kabi, Deputy 
Director, HRDD, Of icials of BAC 
Kabi, teachers and Panchayats.  
TT Lepcha [OSD/PTWB] and 
Radha Chettri attended the 
seminar as resource persons.

Chairperson, PTWB, So-
nam Dupden Lepcha, also at-
tended the last seminar held 
at Gangtok on 13 Apr as chief 
guest. The technical session 
of the seminar was chaired 
by Head Department of An-
thropology, Sikkim Universi-
ty-cum- Dean School of Hu-
man Sciences, Sikkim Univer-
sity, Dr. KR Rama Mohan.

Prof. Sharma [Cotton Uni-
versity, Guwahati], Dr. Om Gadde 
Prasad [Department of Political 
Science, Sikkim University], Den-
kila Bhutia [Department of Law 
Sikkim University] attended the 
seminar as resource persons. 

SKM constituency level 
meeting held at Rawtey

Seminar series on minority issues concludes in Gangtok 

Sikhs stage protest in 
UN on Ambedkar birth 

anniv celebration
YOSHITA SINGH 
U  N , A  14 (PTI): A group of Sikhs 
has protested against alleged atrocities perpetrated 
against minority communities in India during the 
commemoration of Babasaheb Ambedkar’s 127th 
birth anniversary at the world body’s headquarters.

India’s Permanent Mission to the UN had organ-
ised a special event titled Leaving No One Behind’ at 
the UN yesterday to celebrate Ambedkar’s 127th birth 
anniversary. UN Development Programme (UNDP) 
Administrator Achim Steiner delivered the keynote 
address at the event.

As India’s Permanent Representative to the UN 
Ambassador Syed Akbaruddin began his opening re-
marks at the event, a group of Sikhs stood up in the 
conference room and held up posters that read ‘Mi-
norities Under Threat’ and ‘Never Forget 84’ along-
side pictures of Ayodhya’s Babri Masjid and the Gold-
en Temple in Amritsar.

Akbaruddin remained unperturbed by the protest 
and continued to deliver his speech. The Sikhs, about 
15 in number, had tied black bands on their turbans 
and they stood silently for the entire duration of Ak-
baruddin’s remarks, holding up the posters for the 
attendees to see.

As soon as Akbaruddin concluded his remarks, 
the group left the conference room. Outside the room, 
UN police and security personnel assembled and 
questioned the Sikhs, inspecting their posters and in-
quired about whether they had permission and valid 
passes to enter the UN.

The Sikhs, belonging to the Shiromani Akali Dal 
Amritsar USA and Youth Akali Dal Amritsar USA, told 
the security personnel that they were protesting si-
lently and peacefully.

One of the protesters, Sabjeet Singh of the Shiro-
mani Akali Dal Amritsar USA told PTI that Ambed-
kar’s vision was to ensure equality for all communi-
ties, minorities and Dalits and he had enshrined this 
in the Indian Constitution.

But the BJP government that has come to power in 
India wants to build a Hindu nation. They are commit-
ting atrocities against Sikhs, Christians, Muslims, Dalits. 
We are here to peacefully convey the message on behalf 
of all the minority communities in India that Ambed-
kar’s vision of equality remains unful illed, he said.
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G , A  14 (PTI): 
Pravin Togadia, who has 
been with the VHP for 
over three decades, to-
day announced quitting 
the out it and said he 
would go on an inde i-
nite fast from Tuesday to 
push the Hindutva cause.

The veteran leader, 
who served as the VHP 
international working 
president since Decem-
ber 2011, announced his 
decision in a press con-
ference after his nomi-
nee to the post of inter-
national president of the 
VHP was defeated in vot-
ing, held for the irst time 
in over ive decades.

“I am not in the VHP 
anymore. I was in it for 
32 years. For the welfare 
of Hindus, I left my home 
and my lucrative medical 
practice. I will continue 
to work for the welfare 

of Hindus. Hindus irst 
is the mission of my life 
and from Tuesday, I will 
go on an inde inite fast 
in Ahmedabad for ful ill-
ing the longstanding de-
mands of Hindus,” he said.

Former Himachal 
Pradesh governor V S 
Kokje was today elected 
the VHP’s international 
president.

Kokje got 131 votes 
and defeated incumbent 
Raghava Reddy who mus-
tered 60 votes. 192 dele-
gates of the Vishva Hin-
du Parishad (VHP) were 
eligible to vote in today’s 
election in Gurgaon.

Togadia, who batted 
for Redyy, however, al-
leged irregularities in the 
exercise.

Togadia has off-late 
been critical of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and the BJP leadership.

Togadia quits VHP

P , A  14 (PTI): Alleging that the 
Goa police had ignored an alert issued 
by the Indian Coast Guard (ICG) about 
a possible terror attack on the western 
coast, the Congress today sought dis-
missal of the BJP-led state government.

The opposition party said as Goa 
Chief Minister Manohar Parrikar, who 
holds the Home portfolio, is in the US 
for a medical treatment, there is no-
body to head the department.

“The Indian Coast Guard (ICG) had 
issued terror alert last week, which was 
circulated to all the agencies. Although 
all the states like Maharashtra, Guja-
rat and Kerala took all the precautions 
to avoid terror attacks, Goa remained 
completely lethargic letting our coast 
porous,” AICC secretary Girish Chodan-
kar told reporters here.

“Goa police downplayed the alert 
claiming it to be ‘Sagar Kavach’, a mock 
drill exercise...This is a serious national 
issue. Governor Mridula Sinha should 
dismiss the state government, which 
has played with the national security,” 

he added.
The Congress leader alleged that 

the state Home department was direc-
tionless in the absence of the minister 
heading it.

“During the last two months, we 
kept quiet considering that the CM is 
out of station due to his health issues. 
But the situation is turning grave now 
with the terror alerts being ignored by 
the state police,” he said.

Chodankar also demanded that the 
National Investigation Agency (NIA) 
should issue a notice to the state police 
asking clari ication on why they took 
the alert lightly and instead misled 
people by calling it as ‘Sagar Kavach’ 
exercise.

Sagar Kavach is a multi agency 
mock anti-terror exercise to check the 
preparedness of the state towards any 
such incident.

The ICG alert had expressed the 
possibility of terrorists boarding a ish-
ing trawler at Karachi and entering the 
country via coastline.

Goa cops ignored terror alert, govt 
should be dismissed: Cong



3SummitTIMES | 15 April 2018CapitalTIMES
Gangtok on 
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15 Apr

Temp: 24°C /10°C
Forecast: Times of 
clouds and sun with 
a couple of showers 
and a thunderstorm, 
mainly later.
Sunrise: 05:12 AM
Sunset: 6:00 PM

School, East Sikkim and 
RemondRai from Namchi 
Senior Secondary School, 
South Sikkim were all fe-
licitated by the HRDD. 

Recipients of the 
Ambedkar Scholarship 
initiated by the Chief 
Minister for students 
from the Scheduled Caste 
community to pursue 
further education in 
reputed schools in the 
State and the country 
were also felicitated and 
congratulated by the 
Chief Minister.

Health Minister, AK 
Ghatani in his address 
highlighted the initia-
tives and schemes of the 
State Government for 
Scheduled Caste commu-
nity in the State.

“The ASSCWA is 
grateful to the Chief 
Minister for working to-
wards the betterment of 
SC community,” he said.

Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling in his address 
said that the contribu-

tions made by Dr B.R 
Ambedkar should not 
remain con ined to pro-
grammes and tributes 
but should encourage 
people to think about 
the direction given to the 
society by Dr Ambedkar 
and work towards the 
overall development of 
society and the State. 

The Chief Minister 
further urged the SC com-
munity to take advantage 
of the opportunities and 
facilities provided by the 
Constitution.

“Compared to other 
States in the country, SC 
community in Sikkim is 
thriving and are treated 
with respect,” MrCham-
ling said. 

“We have given 07% 
reservation to the SC 
community in the State 
in government employ-
ment, education and 
panchayat seats. We also 
have an SC community 
member in the State cab-
inet,” he added.

The Chief Minister 

further urged the people 
not to indulge in ‘negative 
and community based 
politics’ and rise above 
hatred and inequality. 

Talking about the re-
cent ban on non-organic 
vegetables, Mr Chamling 
asserted that the State 
will ‘thrive’ from the de-
cision and will open and 
increase opportunities 
and economy of the State. 

“Our Prime Minis-
ter supports the organ-
ic movement. He talks 
about Organic Sikkim 
in various international 
events,” he added.

He further assured 
that there is no shortage 
of vegetables in Sikkim.

“Our organic peas are 
exported to Siliguri due to 
overproduction. There are 
enough vegetables to sus-
tain the people,” he said. 

Referring to Sikkim 
Krantikari Morcha presi-
dent, PS Tamang [Golay] 
as a ‘prisoner’, the Chief 
Minister urged the people 
not to listen to ‘irrespon-

sible politicians’ who are 
opposing the ban. 

“It is surprisingthat 
people are being pro-
voked by someone who 
is in prison. If you listen 
to a person like that then 
he will make Sikkim a 
jail and all Sikkimese his 
prisoners,” he said. 

“In order to build 
something, we have to 
start from the bottom. 
There will be some ob-
stacles along the way but 
we will be happy once 
the hard part is over,” Mr 
Chamling added. 

Mr Chamling ap-
pealed to the vendors of 
Lal Bazaar not to get an-
gry because of the ban. 

“Selling organic vege-
tables means the money 
of Sikkim stays in Sikkim. 
Selling vegetables from 
outside means money of 
Sikkim goes outside Sik-
kim,” said Mr Chamling.

Meanwhile, the inal 
match of the BR Ambed-
kar football tourney was 
also played on the day. 

Contd from pg01

SC community thriving in Sikkim: CM

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 14 A :

Namchi Public School’s 
Boys’ and Girls’ team 

has won the ARCEIS ‘CD’ 
Division Basketball Tour-
nament, 2018, a press 
release from the school 
informs.  

Organized by Nam-
chi Public School, the 
tournament was par-
ticipated by St. Xavier’s 
School, Pakyong, St. Jo-
seph’s School, Martam, 
and Don Bosco School, 
Malbasey along with the 
host school.  

Namchi Public 
School Boy’s team 
defeated St. Xavier’s 
School, Pakyong while 
in the girl’s category 
Namchi Public School 
Girl’s team defeated St. 
Joseph’s School, Mar-
tam to emerge victori-

ous in their respective 
categories. 

Lhakchung Tshering 
Bhutia and Ranjana Rai 
from NPS bagged the 
‘Most Valuable Player’ 
honors in both the cat-
egories for their perfor-
mances.

NPS wins ARCIES ‘CD’ Div Basketball tourney

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 14 A :

St. Mary’s School, Ki-
tam in South Sikkim, 

organized a ield trip to 
Samdruptse and Chaard-
ham Solophok in Namchi 
for its students today, a 

press release informs. 
The trip was orga-

nized by teachers un-
dergoing Diploma in 
Elementary Education 
(DElEd) course from Na-
tional Institute of Open 
Schooling [NIOS] this 

year.
The students visit-

ed various tourist spots 
in and around Namchi. 
They were taught about 
tourism sector of Sikkim 
during the ield trip, the 
release states.

St. Mary’s School 
Kitam conducts ield 

trip for students 

Governor 
celebrates 
Ambedkar 
Jayanti in 
Maharashtra
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 14 A :

Joining the country-
wide celebration of the 

127th Birth Anniversary 
of Bharat Ratna Dr Bhim 
Rao Ambedkar, Gover-
nor of Sikkim, Shriniwas 
Patil today attended the 
celebration at Karad, 
Satara District of Maha-
rashtra. He garlanded 
the statue of Babasaheb 
with Sikkimese khada, 
informs a press release 
from Raj Bhavan.

leged the Pentagon Chief Spokes-
person Dana White.

“This is a heinous regime, 
which murders its people daily,” 
she said. It was a deliberate deci-
sion to the target the storage and 
research and development facili-
ties, she said.

“We are con ident that we have 
signi icantly degraded the ability 
to ever use the chemical weapons 
again,” White said, asserting that the 
US policy on Syria has not changed.

“Our mission in Syria remains 
the same, to defeat the Islamic 
State and not be involved in the 

civil war,” White said, adding that 
the US is 100 per cent behind the 
Geneva peace process.

The new UN envoy provides an 
opportunity for everyone to work 
towards a Syrian peace process.

“We are con ident that the UN 
process will move forward,” White 
told reporters in response to a 
question. “We took action. What 
happens next is in the hands of As-
sad,” she said.

The US did no coordination 
with the Russians, McKenzie said.

Responding to questions, he 
said it is possible that some peo-
ple might have left from the strike 

facilities. The strikes were carried 
out in the week hours of the morn-
ing (3 am-4 am) so as to reduce the 
possibility of any civilian casualty.

The US believes that the mate-
rial and equipment at the source of 
this site was not movable.

“This is far more damaging 
to Syria,” he said. Responding to 
questions, White said this was a 
fully legitimate operation and the 
President had the authority to or-
der conducting these strikes.

“It was a successful mission. 
What happens next depends on 
what the Assad regime decides to 
do,” she said.

Launched airstrike to cripple chemical weapons 
infrastructure of Syria: Pentagon

Contd from pg01

the investigation, the CBI 
brought Sengar, who had 
remained untouched by 
the state police, to its of-
ice in Lucknow, where he 

was questioned for near-
ly 16 hours before being 
taken into custody.

In a scathing order yes-
terday, the Allahabad High 
Court slammed the inac-
tion by the Uttar Pradesh 
government and the state 
police. The court under-
lined that in spite of com-
plaint from the victim to 
Chief Minister Yogi Aditya-
nath on August 17, 2017, 
no substantial action was 
taken by the police.

“The disturbing fea-
ture of the case is that the 
law and order machinery 
and the government of-
icials were directly in 

league and under the 
in luence of Kuldeep 
Singh,” a bench of Chief 
Justice Dilip Bhosale and 
Justice Sunit Kumar said.

The agency, which 
was referred the matter 
on Wednesday, took im-
mediate action by re-reg-
istering the FIRs iled by 
the Uttar Pradesh Police.

The inal report can 
either be a closure report 
or a chargesheet.

Unnao rape case: 
CBI makes second 
arrest; woman 
who lured victim 
to MLA arrested
Contd from pg01
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Shame!
These monsters are partly of our making

So, the BJP has made some of its MLAs resign and the 
Minister from UP has inally been taken into custody. 

But all of this after the noxious loutishness that de ines 
Hindu fundamentalists was allowed to play out with 
disgusting alacrity for far too long. BJP Ministers from 
J&K were part of the offensiveness which stonewalled 
police investigation into the gang-rape and murder of 
an eight-year-old Gujjar girl for four months and then 
tried to stop authorities from iling a chargesheet in 
court. In UP, an MLA of the ruling BJP moved around 
freely despite a rape victim naming him 10 months ago 
not only for the rape but also for having created the sit-
uation which led to the death of her father in police cus-
tody. The smugness with which these constituents of 
the BJP and its clearly rabid obsession with polarization 
and disdain for women and the minorities should have 
every Indian worried.  Of course, they would want us 
to be scared, but that cannot be the condition we allow 
ourselves into because then all  will truly be lost. The 
extremists need to be called out and the ig leaf of res-
ignations and arrests that they are hiding behind needs 
to be ripped off; because these are not enough so late. 
The least that has been demanded is the resignation of 
those who allowed the cover-ups and obstructions to 
play out for so long, and then they need to be booked 
for obstruction of justice. It is no longer enough for just 
the directly accused to be inally processed for investi-
gation. It is necessary for those who defended them and 
created an environment in which the less privileged 
can be denied even access to justice for so long to be 
hauled over the coals as well. It is no longer enough to 
just book the culprits; even the collaborators and sup-
porters need to be exposed along with those who were 
in the know and had the power to do something but did 
not deem it necessary to even comment.

It is important for everyone to bear in mind that 
while crimes will be committed, even the heinous ones 
as the Kathua and Unnao rapes obviously are, it is when 
the system is compromised to this level that the mon-
sters are truly unleashed and their depravity unshack-
led from under the stones that they cower. As citizens 
we got a taste of it when Muslims were lynched in the 
name of Cow Bhakti and we allowed the bloodlust to 
grow when we bought into the whole beef-in-the-fridge 
argument as if that somehow justi ied the killing. We 
fed the saffron goons more when its lawyers attacked 
Kanhaiya in Court ad got away with it; we gave them ox-
ygen when the murder of a Muslim youth on a train just 
because he launted his faith did not disgust us and we 
played the music for this offensive to dance all over us 
when we spied nothing amiss in Union Ministers sell-
ing snake-oil theories at institutions of higher learning 
and the subterfuge with which supposedly indepen-
dent agencies were co-opted just so that the petty egos 
of the now powerful were not hurt. In that sense, all of 
us have some blood on our hands because we allowed 
our sense of humanity to be in luenced by our religion 
or our weakness for nationalistic bombast. When we 
stopped seeing things as right and wrong even when it 
was obvious, we not only gave rope to the perpetrators 
of the Kathua and Unnao horrors, we also made it pos-
sible for their masters and bhakts to thumb their col-
lective noses at the rights of victims to fair investigation 
(any investigation, in fact) or even a semblance of hope 
of getting justice. We will continue to fail ourselves and 
the idea of India if we allow ourselves to get distract-
ed again and return to our corners just because some 
heads have supposedly rolled for now.

DAVE PORTER
theconversation.com

A Somali community in the north of 
England is using the power of the 
press to beat the media at its own 

game. Sick of seeing negative headline 
after negative headline they decided to 
publish Sasca News, their own bilingual 
newspaper, to bring the community 
closer together.

Many Somalis felt – and still feel – 
that their portrayal in certain sections of 
the media as “scroungers” or criminals 
is grossly unfair and totally unrep-
resentative. It is not dif icult to see 
why they might not see Britain as 
the most welcoming country to 
take refuge in.

As recently as December one 
newspaper reported how a Somali 
family had been “given a £2m coun-
cil house in an exclusive London 
neighbourhood”. Other examples 
include: “Mother of girl, 16, who 
was raped in hotel by three Somali 
men tells how the attackers’ rela-
tives terri ied her throughout the 
trial” and “How Somalian men are 
living by their own law …”.

To counter these negative sto-
ries, the Somali Voices Project 
was set up by The Media Trust to 
show a more balanced picture of 
the Somali community in the UK 
– currently numbering in the region of 
30,000 in Manchester alone.

Combine this with poverty, lower life 
chances, poor housing and the addition-
al obstacle of a language barrier and you 
hear the background noise of odds be-
ing stacked against you.

EMERGENCY JOURNALISM
In the face of such an onslaught from 
the mainstream media, and in the ab-
sence of a national Somali newspaper, a 
group of Somalis in Manchester decided 
to ight back with their own headlines. 
This is not citizen or community jour-
nalism – it is emergency journalism.

The newspaper came together with 
the help of (Sasca), the Somali Adult 
Social Care Agency, a charity based in 
south Manchester which offers advice 
on jobs, housing education, welfare and 

bene its. Sasca approached the journal-
ism department at Manchester Metro-
politan University to see if it could help 
in setting up the bilingual community 
newspaper.

Sasca News is a 12-page paper print-
ed twice a year with the help of journal-
ism students. All stories are published 
in English and Somali and the paper is 
“ lip designed” to be read from front 
cover to centre, with six pages of con-
tent mirrored in both languages.

The paper has a print run of between 
1,000 and 1,500 copies and is delivered 

by hand to homes, mosques, supermar-
kets, community centres and libraries 
around south Manchester.

Journalism tutors and students pro-
vide training and support to a small 
editorial team. Stories range from the 
impact of bene it cuts to details of GP 
advice surgeries and what councillors 
are doing for local residents.

DOUBLE CULTURE CLASH
In line with many refugee communities, 
Somalians face a culture clash both with 
their host community and within their 
own communities. A research project 
carried out in 2014 found that language 
barriers and misconceptions by the wid-
er community provide a toxic mix for 
many young Somalis living in the city.

Put simply, many older Somalis felt 
isolated because of their lack of English 

and many young Somalis are not aware 
of their Somali heritage and may not 
even speak Somali – this is why the bi-
lingual aspect was vital.

Sasca News is now a thriving news-
paper and the community even has its 
irst elected Somali councillor, Sharif 

Mahamed.
The community can also boast about 

a young Somali reporter named Qalib 
Barud who is now working for the BBC 
World Service as a senior broadcast 
journalist. Barud was inspired by what 
was happening in his community and 

decided to go for a career in the 
media.

The editor and one of his young 
journalists even travelled to Lon-
don armed with copies of Sasca 
News for a conference to show 
Somali community leaders from 
around the country what can be 
done with a little imagination and 
willpower.

TAKING THE POWER BACK
The current edition has a report 
on a Somali team from Manches-
ter travelling to mini football Wold 
Cup in Tunisia, the campaign to 
prevent FGM, how the community 
raised more than £4,000 for the 
victims of the Mogadishu bomb 
attack, an article about a student 
raising money to build a hospital 
in Somalia by climbing Snowdon 

and the impact of universal credit.
Print costs have been met largely 

through a city council grant and a Word-
press site acts as a digital counterpart.

Editor Mohammed Wadi said the 
newspaper had given the Somali com-
munity “a voice” and place to look for 
stories that speci ically affect their lives. 
He also said it was a medium which 
the Somali youngsters communicate 
through, as it highlights stories about 
their achievements.

Sasca News is thought to be the irst 
bilingual Somali newspaper in the UK 
and certainly a role model for what oth-
er communities – not just Somali ones – 
can do by taking the power of the press 
into their own hands.

[the writer is Lecturer in Journalism, 
Manchester Metropolitan University]

WILLEM FOURIE
theconversation.com

Foreign aid, or of icial development 
assistance, is controversial. The ex-

pectation is that it should bene it the 
most vulnerable countries but this is not 
always the case.

In 2016, only about 19.8% of tradi-
tional aid went to the world’s least de-
veloped countries. This was down from 
23.7% in 2015 and a peak of 26.9% in 
2010. African countries such as Côte 
d’Ivoire, Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, Ghana, Mozambique and 
Senegal are among those that 
now receive less aid than they 
did in 2010.

Traditional bilateral aid to Af-
rica continues to decline despite 
the fact that 34 of the countries 
on the continent are classi ied as 
least developed countries - the 
so-called LDCs.

One reason for the decline in 
development assistance to poor 
countries is the rise in foreign aid 
peculiarities like the so-called 
“in-donor refugee costs”. This 
refers to foreign aid meant for refugees 
that donors spend in their own coun-
tries. International conventions allow 
provider countries to use development 
aid to support refugees during the irst 
twelve months of their stay.

Between 2010 and 2016, as foreign 
aid to many poor countries decreased, 
in-donor refugee costs rose from 
USD$3.3 billion to USD$15.4 billion. 
This is a USD$12.1 billion increase in 
six years. In contrast, aid that lowed to 
countries in need increased marginally 
from USD$103.4 to USD$113.4 billion 
between 2005 and 2016. That amounts 
to a USD$10 billion increase over an 11-
year period.

EXPLAINING THE MISMATCH
The mismatch between need and actual 
aid distribution shouldn’t be surpris-
ing. Why? Because countries typically 

allocate aid based on three criteria, the 
irst being self-interest. The others are 

need and merit. Problems arise when 
decisions must be made on the weight 
of each criterion.

Self-interest is particularly complex. 
Different providers have different levels 
of self-interest. Furthermore, levels of 
self-interest differ from administration 
to administration even within the same 
provider countries. When it comes to 
non-state providers different funders 
within the same country can also exhibit 
varying interpretations of self-interest.

One of the most enduring illustra-
tions of the connection between self-in-
terest and aid allocation can be seen in 
the voting patterns at the United Na-
tions General Assembly where the in-
terests of nation states outweigh need 
or merit. Nation states are more likely 
to give aid to their trade partners over 
their non-trade partners. In addition, 
researchers have found indications that 
providers are prone to allocate dispro-
portionate amounts of aid to recipients 
who have the same allies and rivals.

While self-interest has its issues, the 
merit and need criteria are also com-
plex. Studies have found that in some 
countries aid actually decreased as the 
policy environment improved. Put dif-
ferently, even as countries’ merit ratings 
improved (better policy environments), 
they started receiving less aid. Converse-

ly, in some cases, perceived need trumps 
merit especially in instances of food aid. 
This continues to be the case in countries 
like Ethiopia and South Sudan where op-
pressive governance systems and ethnic 
con lict have prevailed for years.

A FOURTH CRITERION
All things considered, the most deserv-
ing and impoverished countries don’t 
often get the most foreign aid. This 
much is clear and can be explained with 
reference to the complexity of balancing 
self-interest, need and merit.

But this doesn’t answer some fun-
damental questions such as, 
what are the limits to self-inter-
est? Shouldn’t need and merit 
be more important than self-in-
terest? And inally, should need, 
merit and self-interest be the 
only criteria?

The Global Partnership for 
Effective Development Coopera-
tion has provided some direction 
in this regard by emphasising a 
fourth criterion: effectiveness. 
Over the past few years I have 
had the opportunity to collab-
orate closely with the Global 

Partnership, which represents the vast 
majority of the world’s provider and re-
cipient countries.

By emphasising effectiveness, it pri-
oritises country ownership, account-
ability, transparency, results orienta-
tion, and inclusive partnerships as the 
requirements for aid effectiveness. So 
far, aid effectiveness is receiving wide 
support from both developed and de-
veloping countries, including regional 
organisations like the African Union.

Going forward, metrics that quantify 
the effectiveness of aid will be very help-
ful not only for understanding current 
aid distribution patterns, but also for 
in luencing future aid allocation.

[the writer is Associate Professor at the 
Albert Luthuli Centre for Responsible 

Leadership, Co-ordinator of the South 
African SDG Hub, University of Pretoria]

This bilingual Somali newspaper is 
beating the media at its own game

Mariah Carey 
says she has 

bipolar disorder; 
a psychiatrist 
explains what 

that is
ARASH JAVANBAKHT
theconversation.com

Mariah Carey recently 
opened up about her 

struggle with bipolar dis-
order.

As an assistant professor 
of psychiatry, I see her courage 
as an opportunity to explain 
bipolar disorder, a mood dis-
order that includes episodes of 
elevated mood, as well as epi-
sodes of depression.

There are two common 
types: Bipolar I disorder in-
cludes manic episodes in 
which a person experiences 
heightened or, at times, an irri-
table mood, for at least a week. 
This includes high energy, 
in lated self-esteem, reduced 
need for sleep, talkativeness or 
pressured speech, overspend-
ing, reckless risky behavior, 
racing thoughts, increased 
goal-directed behavior and a 
substantially increased sex 
drive. Symptoms are a clear 
departure from person’s 
baseline behavior. A patient in 
a manic episode may have all 
or some of these symptoms, 
none of which are induced by 
drug use.

Bipolar II disorder in-
cludes hypomanic episodes, 
a mood episode that includes 
the same symptoms at lower 
severity for a shorter time 
(four days at least) and with-
out signi icant impairment of 
person’s functioning.

It is important to note the 
required duration of days to 
avoid a common mistake: 
Too often people are labeled 
with this diagnosis because 
of emotional instability or 
changes in mood over the 
course of hours, as a result 
of stressful events or other 
psychiatric conditions. I al-
ways make sure patients who 
believe they have this condi-
tion know the de inition and 
substantial sustained nature 
of the episodes.

Diagnosis is mostly based 
upon psychiatric interviews 
and a review of the history of 
previous episodes or current 
symptoms, if the patient is 
experiencing a manic/hypo-
manic episode at the time of 
psychiatric examination. His-
torical data could be based 
on patient’s report, collater-
al information from family 
members, or psychiatric re-
cords. A history of a manic or 
hypomanic episode, not justi-
ied by medical conditions or 

drug use, is enough to make 
the diagnosis.

It is also important to 
know that the majority of the 
episodes of mood change in a 
person with bipolar disorder 
are of the depressed nature 
and not manic/hypomanic. 
That is, a person with bipolar 
disorder usually experiences 
more depressive episodes 
than manic ones.

Treatment is vital to pre-
vent future manic or depres-
sive episodes and to reduce 
the severity of those that 
emerge. A manic episode can 
ruin a marriage, a bank ac-
count, or a job, or it can even 
lead to legal consequences.

Treatment usually in-
volves mood stabilizer med-
ications that reduce the 
chance and severity of future 
episodes. Mood stabilizers of-
ten are the same medications 
that are used for treatment of 
epilepsy, and some belong to 
other categories of psychiat-
ric medications. Reduction of 
stress and close monitoring 
of mood by the patient, their 
family and physician can pre-
vent the emergence of a new 
episode or its exacerbation.

[the writer is Assistant 
Professor of Psychiatry, 

Wayne State University]

Why the world’s poorest countries don’t 
always get the foreign aid they need

Hope authorities bring Kathua 
rape perpetrators to justice: UN

YOSHITA SINGH 
U  N , A  14 
(PTI): Terming as “horrif-
ic” the rape and murder 
of an eight-year-old girl 
in Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Kathua district, UN chief 
Antonio Guterres has ex-

pressed hope that the authorities will bring perpetrators of 
the brutal crime to justice.

The girl from the nomadic Bakerwal Muslim community 
disappeared near her house on January 10 and a week later, 
her body was found in the same area.

She was allegedly raped by six men who had held her 
in captivity in a village temple for a week in January. The 
victim was drugged, rapped repeatedly before being blud-
geoned to death.

The incident has sparked outrage across India.
“I think we’ve seen the media reports of this horri ic case, 

of the abuse and the murder of a young girl. We very much 
hope that the authorities will bring the perpetrators to justice 
so they can be held accountable for the murder of this young 
girl,” Guterres’ spokesperson Stephane Dujjaric told reporters 
at his daily press brie ing here yesterday.

Dujjaric was responding to a question about the Secretary 
General’s response to the rape and murder of the girl.

A Special Investigation Team of Crime Branch, formed to 
probe the incident, has arrested eight people, including two 
special police of icers (SPOs) and a head constable and a 
sub-inspector, who were charged with destroying evidence.

Expressing anguish over the incident, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi yesterday called it as a “shame” for the country 
and asserted that the guilty will not be spared.

“I want to assure the nation that no criminal will be spared. 
Justice will be done. Our daughters will get justice,” he said.
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Coal India 
trade unions 
call off 
proposed strike
K , A  14 (PTI): 
The one-day strike called 
by the four central trade 
unions of Coal India Ltd 
on April 16 against the 
government move of al-
lowing commercial coal 
mining, has been with-
drawn due to lack of cohe-
sion among themselves, a 
union leader today said.

Coal India of icials too 
con irmed that the strike 
has been called off.

The four central trade 
unions of CITU, BMS, HMS 
and AITUC had served the 
strike notice on March 14.

“Based on yesterday’s 
meeting with Coal Secre-
tary Susheel Kumar for 
setting up a committee 
under a joint secretary to 
listen to the issues, BMS 
and HMS signed with-
drawal minutes. But, CITU 
and AITUC though had not 
signed the minutes, had to 
withdraw from the strike 
against our will, keeping 
unity if the trade unions 
in mind,” CITU-backed 
coal union leader DD Ra-
manandan told PTI.

In a major reform in 
the coal sector since its na-
tionalisation in 1973, the 
government in February 
this year allowed private 
companies to mine the 
fossil fuel for commercial 
use, ending the monopoly 
of state-run Coal India.

INTUC said althi-
ugh it was not keen on 
withdrawal, it had to do 
so after two unions had 
walked out.

Sensational 
Manika Batra 
wins historic 
singles gold 
in TT

G  C , A  14 
(PTI): Manika Batra won 
a irst ever women’s sin-
gles table tennis gold for 
India at the Common-
wealth Games on Satur-
day, blanking Yu Mengyu 
of Singapore 4-0 in the 
inal in Gold Coast.

Earlier on Saturday, 
Batra showed that her 
crucial victory against 
world no. 4 Feng Tianwei 
in the team inal was no 
luke as the Indian edged 

out the Singaporean 4-3 
in the women’s singles 
semi inals.

Besides guiding India 
to team gold, the 22-year-
old had also paired up 
with veteran Mouma Das 
to win the country’s maid-
en women’s double silver.

She can add a fourth 
medal to what already has 
been a dream campaign 
so far when she plays the 
mixed doubles bronze 
play-off on Sunday.

HAVE A 
STORY TO 
SHARE? 

email 
news@summittimes.com

G  C , A  14 (PTI): 
There was no stopping the 
gold rush in wrestling as two 
more were added to the tally 
by Vinesh Phogat (50kg) and 
Sumit (125kg) but Olympic 
bronze-medallist Sakshi Malik 
(62kg) had to be content with 
a third place inish in the Com-
monwealth Games here today.

Adding another bronze to 
the count today was Somveer, 
in the 86kg category.

India signed off their wres-
tling campaign at the Games 
with ive gold, three silver and 
four bronze medals.

The overall count was one 
less than the medals achieved 
in the 2014 edition of the 
Games but India kept its gold 
medal count at ive, the num-
ber achieved the last time.

The weight categories of 

both Sakshi and Vinesh were 
competed on a round-robin 
format as the number of com-
petitors in the draw were less 
than six.

Sakshi went out of the gold 
medal contention in the irst 
round itself after losses to 
Canada’s Michelle Fazzari and 
Nigeria’s Aminat Adeniyi fol-
lowing a win over Cameroon’s 
Berthe Ngolle.

But she gathered herself 
after the setback to defeat New 
Zealand’s Tayla Ford 6-5 in a 
close bout to avoid going with-
out a medal. The heartbreak of 
missing the gold left her in tears 
during the medal ceremony.

“I am so disappointed, I 
should have won a gold med-
al and I have to settle for a 
bronze. It will be another four 
years before I can make this 

right. I could not get what I ex-
pected of myself,” she told PTI, 
wiping away her tears.

“I had a bad second bout 
because I thought I was win-
ning till the last few seconds 
but then I lost and it destroyed 
my composure, I could never 
recover from that,” she said 
referring to her defeat at the 
hands of Canadian Michelle 
Fazzari, the inal scoreline 
read 8-11.

Asked what’s next for her in 
the calendar, Sakshi said, “Next 
for me is the Asian Games and I 
will prepare hard for it.” 

However, Vinesh continued 
her tremendous comeback 
to big-ticket wrestling. The 
23-year-old, who had sus-
tained a career-threatening in-
jury during the Rio Olympics, 
was in complete control of pro-

ceedings from her irst bout.
“It was a tough ight as 

Jessica Macdonald is a world 
champion, but I am glad I lived 
up to the challenge. I have 
been waiting for this moment 
for four years, to lift my lag 
and listen to my national an-
them being played,” she said.

“When I saw Neeraj take the 
gold in javelin throw, I felt very 
inspired and wanted to claim 
one for myself,” she added.

She ultimately did what 
her cousin Babita could not do 
and claimed a second succes-
sive gold medal at the Games. 
The Indian won two of her 
three bouts on technical supe-
riority, raising 10-point leads 
before her rivals could open 
their accounts.

Sumit, on the other hand, 
competed in thee bouts but 

didn’t have to ight it out in the 
gold medal bout after his Nige-
rian rival Sinivie Boltic pulled 
out of the bout citing an injury 
sustained earlier in the day.

Sumit found himself in 
slight controversy after his 
second-round rival -- Korey 
Jarvis of Canada -- accused 
him of biting his hand during 
the bout. Jarvis’ hand was 
heavily bandaged after the 
bout and he accused Sumit of 
being responsible for it.

“I don’t think it would’ve 
made me win but there was 
no need to poke me in the eye 
or bite me. “It happens a lot 
with Indian guys. They poke a 
lot and they bite, but it’s part 
of the sport,” Jarvis said.

Sumit, however, denied 
the charge. Later, in the last 
India bout of the day Som-

veer ensured that it ended on 
a bright note for India as he 
clinched the 86kg category 
bronze. Somveer rallied from 
a 1-3 de icit to defeat Cana-
dian Alexander Moore in the 
play-off bout.

“In my bronze medal bout, 
I was very distracted due to 
my loss to Muhammad Inam 
of Pakistan. The intense rival-
ry between India and Pakistan 
in sports was constantly on 
my mind,” he said.

“I am disappointed, 
ashamed, that an Indian was 
defeated by a Pakistani today 
and it had to be me,” he added.

Earlier, double Olym-
pic-medallist Sushil Kumar, 
Rahul Aware and Bajrang 
Punia had picked up gold med-
als for India on the irst two 
days of the competition.

Vinesh, Sumit claim gold; Sakshi settles for 
bronze on last day of CWG wrestling

N  D , A  13 
(PTI): An in-house com-
mittee set up by the 
Election Commission to 
probe the alleged leak of 
Karnataka poll schedule 
minutes before the of i-
cial announcement, said 
today the information 
was not leaked but mere 
speculation.

The EC had set up the 
committee after the BJP’s 
IT cell chief announced in a 
tweet the schedule for the 
Karnataka Assembly polls 
before the of icial declara-
tion on March 27. He, how-
ever, had got the date for 
counting of votes wrong.

The committee noted 
that the media has spec-
ulated election schedules 
before and it seemed 
similar attempts were 
made in the case of Kar-

nataka elections.
“As pointed out by (a 

private TV channel) in its 
response..., the alleged 
leak was not a leak and 
was merely speculation. 
Thus, the committee is 
of the opinion that there 
was no leak of schedule 
of elections to Karnata-
ka Legislative Assembly 
2018,” the committee 
said it its report.

The TV channel had 
stated it had accessed the 
details of the poll sched-
ule from informed sourc-
es and, given that the in-
formation was not entire-
ly accurate, it was obvious 
that it was not a leak.

The committee, in its 
report, said the of icial 
announcement of sched-
ule is integral to the elec-
toral process.

“It is the responsibil-
ity of all the stakehold-
ers including media and 
political parties not to 
attempt any speculation 
that may create unneces-
sary doubts in the minds 
of our stakeholders and 
citizens at large. The 
commission may like to 
convey this concern to 
the stakeholders in its 
future interactions,” the 
report said.

The committee is of the 
view that the existing sys-
tem is robust. “However, 
considering the secrecy of 
the process the committee 
will separately brief the 
commission for further 
strengthening the process, 
if required,” it added.

Ahead of the of icial 
announcement on March 
27 by Chief Election Com-

missioner O P Rawat, BJP 
IT-cell chief Amit Malviya 
had tweeted that voting 
will be held on May 12 
and the counting will 
take place on May 18.

He was correct about 
the day of voting, but got 
the counting date wrong. 
The counting will take 
place on May 15.

The panel said Malvi-
ya, in another tweet, had 
attributed a news chan-
nel as his source.

In his press confer-
ence to announce the 
poll schedule, Rawat 
had described the leak 
as a “very serious” issue 
that merited a probe and 
“stringent action”.

Immediately after 
Malviya’s tweet, the 
Congress said: “BJP be-
comes the ‘Super Elec-

tion Commission’ as they 
announce poll dates for 
Karnataka even before 
the EC. Credibility of EC 
is on test.” 

The committee has 
noted that the information 
of alleged leak appeared in 
public domain for the irst 
time at 11.06 am.

“From the responses, 
it can be safely concluded 
that the alleged informa-
tion was irst displayed 
on (the TV channel) 
which was used by all 
others in tweet/media 
(TV),” the report said, 
adding since the count-
ing date did not matched 
with the actual date, “it 
can be safely concluded 
that the alleged leak con-
tained different informa-
tion about the schedule 
of election”.

EC panel: Karnataka poll schedule 
not leaked, was speculation

N  D , A  14 
(PTI): The Tihar Jail will 
soon adopt the World 
Health Organisation’s 
Psychological First Aid 
programme to sensitise 
its inmates towards men-
tal health issues.

The project titled 
‘Samarthan’ will enable 
inmates who suffer from 
mental health issues to 
avail expert medical as-
sistance from staff work-
ing in the prisons.

The programme will 
be carried out under 
the guidance of Dr Nand 
Kumar, professor of psy-
chiatry in AIIMS, and in 
collaboration with Men-
tal health Foundation, 
medical professional, 

and prison staff working 
in Tihar, an of icial said.

The PFA programme, 
developed by the WHO, 
aims to provide “sup-
portive and practical” 
assistance to those who 
have faced crisis situa-
tions.

Tihar will become 
the second institution 
after Pennsylvania State 
Penitentiary to adopt 
the programme. The pro-
gramme was implement-
ed in Pennsylvania pris-
ons in 2016.

The prison staff will 
be trained to provide as-
sistance to those who are 
depressed or facing men-
tal health issues.

Tihar to adopt WHO’s 
mental health prog

K , A  14 (PTI): 
The Trinamool Congress 
today took out a protest 
rally demanding justice 
for Khatua and Unnao 
rape victims and immedi-
ate arrest of the culprits.

Senior Trinamool Con-
gress leaders and min-
isters Chandrima Bhat-
tacharya and Shashi Panja 
took part in the procession 
organised by the women’s 
wing of the party.

“The women are not 
safe in this country. The 
BJP government is try-
ing to save the culprits 
involved in the case. It is 
really shameful that the 
government was sitting 
silent for so long,” Bhat-
tacharya told reporters.

Panja demanded ex-
emplary punishment for 
the culprits.

“The BJP government 
initially tried to protect 
them but following a ma-
jor uproar in the media 
and the public, the BJP 

initiated action. The BJP 
have even tried to com-
munalize the incident,” 
Panja claimed.

Those who took part 
in the procession were 
shouting slogans, carrying 
placards against the BJP 
governments at the Cen-
tre and in Uttar Pradesh 
and Jammu & Kashmir 
demanding urgent action 
against the perpetrators 
of two gangrapes -- one in 
Unnao (UP) and the other 
in Kathua (J&K).

BJP MLA from Ban-
garmau, Kuldeep Singh 
Sengar, is the prime ac-
cused in the Unnao rape 
case. The CBI arrested 
him yesterday.

Two BJP ministers of 
the Jammu and Kashmir 
have courted controversy 
by attending a rally sup-
porting those accused 
of raping and killing a 
young girl in Kathua. The 
ministers later tendered 
their resignation.

TMC rally demanding justice for 
Kathua, Unnao rape victims

Abandoned 
bag triggers 

bomb scare at 
Kolkata airport

K , A  14 (PTI): 
An abandoned bag at the 
departure area of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose 
International Airport 
(NSCBIA) here triggered 
a bomb scare today, po-
lice said.

The Airports Author-
ity of India (AAI) of icials 
at the airport informed 
the Central Industrial 
Security force (CISF) and 
they found noting suspi-
cious after checking the 
bag, the police said.

The CISF personnel 
found some clothes in 
the bag once they opened 
it after checking, a police 
of icer said, adding that 
the bag was found near 
gate number four at the 
departure area.

S , A  14 (PTI): 
Chief Minister Mehbooba 
Mufti today lauded the 
people of Jammu for dis-
missing communal forc-
es and their unwavering 
support for justice to an 
eight-year-old girl who 
was raped and killed in 
Kathua.

“I commend the man-
ner in which the peo-
ple of Jammu dismissed 
communal forces and 
were unwavering in their 
support for a little girl.

“It has strengthened 
my belief that Jammu 
serves as a model of in-
clusiveness and together 
the people of J-K inspire 
secular unity and righ-
teousness,” Mufti said in 
a tweet.

In an earlier tweet, 
the chief minister ex-
pressed satisfaction 
over the Supreme Court 
taking cognisance of an 
alleged attempt by law-
yers in Kathua to ob-
struct the Crime Branch 
in iling their charge-
sheet in the case.

“Heartening to see 
the Supreme Court take 
cognisance of the at-
tempted obstruction of 
justice by some lawyers 
in the brutal Kathua rape 
and murder case remind-
ing us once again of the 
greatness of this nation,” 
she said.

“While it may seem 
to get bogged down by 
different discourses at 
times, it’s DNA of love 

and compassion always 
remains the same,” she 
added.

Two BJP mnisters, 
Chaudhary Lal Singh 
and Chander Prakash, 
who had attended a ral-
ly in support of the ac-
cused persons in Kath-
ua, yesterday submitted 
their resignations to 
party’s state president 
Sat Sharma.

While a meeting of 
the BJP legislature party 
is scheduled to be held 
in Jammu today to chart 
the future course of ac-
tion on the issue, legisla-
tors of coalition partner 
PDP are also meeting 
here to “take stock of the 
situation”.

The rape and killing 

of the girl, who belonged 
to the nomadic Bakerw-
al Muslim community, 
has become a national 
issue. The gory details of 
the heinous crime sur-
faced following iling of 
charges.

The girl had dis-
appeared from a spot 
near her house close to 
Rasana village on Janu-
ary 10. A week later, her 
body was found in the 
same area.

A special investiga-
tion team, formed to 
probe the incident, has 
arrested eight people, 
including two special po-
lice of icers (SPOs) and a 
head constable, who was 
charged with destroying 
evidence.

Kathua case: JK CM lauds people for 
dismissing communal forces

G , A  14 (PTI): 
PSU major Indian Oil Cor-
poration will distribute 6.55 
lakh new LPG connections 
to poor women bene icia-
ries across 6,741 villages in 
the northeast as part of the 
Centre’s initiative to make 
households smokeless.

“We have launched our 
programme to make these 
villages smokeless. Under 
this initiative, which was 
announced by the Prime 
Minister, we will give LPG 
connections in the name of 
women in the houses,” In-
dian Oil Corporation Chief 
General Manager (Indian-
Oil-AOD) Uttiya Bhattacha-
ryya told PTI here.

Under the programme 
Gram Swaraj Abhiyan, the 
company will handover 
LPG connections to 6.55 
lakh families across 6,741 
villages in the northeast, 
including 2.4 lakh new 
connections in 3,042 vil-
lages in Assam, he added.

“The programme is be-
ginning today and will end 
on May 5. In the scheme, 
the selection of woman 
bene iciary will be from 
the BPL families identi-
ied from the SECC list or 

from any of these catego-
ries -- SC/ST households, 
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yo-
jana (Gramin), Antyodaya 
Anna Yojana, forest dwell-

ers, Most Backward Class-
es, tea and ex-tea garden 
tribes and people residing 
in island and river islands,” 
Bhattacharyya said.

Under this initiative, 
the government will give 
the deposit money on be-
half of the bene iciaries, 
while the cylinders will be 
given to the owners on loan 
from the company, which 
will start recovering the 
same from delivery of the 
seventh cylinder from the 
subsidiary amount.

“This will require about 
Rs 110 crore investment 
from our side for imple-
menting the project in 80 
districts of the region. This 

amount will start coming to 
us against from delivery of 
the seventh cylinder to the 
bene iciary,” he said.

The senior of icial in-
formed that the company 
has been preparing itself to 
meet this additional demand 
for the last few months and 
is ready to handle the extra 
load of cylinders due to this 
programme.

“We have 10 bottling 
plants across North East. 
These are currently func-
tioning at over 100 per 
cent utilisation rate. We are 
gradually increasing our 
capacity at all plants. This 
will support the additional 
load,” Bhattacharyya said.

IOC to give LPG connections to 
6.55 lakh poor families in NE

G  C , A  14 (PTI): Indian box-
ing legend M C Mary Kom, who claimed 
a gold medal on debut at the Common-
wealth Games, will be India’s lag-bear-
er at the event’s closing ceremony in 
Gold Coast on Sunday.

The 35-year-old ive-time world 
champion, who is also an Olympic 
bronze-medallist, claimed her maiden 
CWG gold after beating Northern Ire-
land’s Kristina O’Hara in the light ly-
weight (48kg) inal on Saturday.

“This is the irst time I will be India’s 
lag-bearer in an event like this. I don’t 

know if I deserve it but I am certainly 
very proud of it,” Mary Kom told PTI.

The ive-time Asian champion has 
claimed three gold medals in the last 
ive months, starting with the Asian 

Championships in Vietnam.

The boxer also cleared the air on the 
wrong spelling of her name being used 
by the organisers. Her name has ben 
spelt Mery instead of Mary.

“Actually it is Mary but because my 
passport has the spelling Mery, the or-
ganisers have gone with that spelling. 
I will be getting it corrected once I am 
done with the Games and back in India,” 
she said.

Mary Kom to be India’s lagbearer 
at CWG closing ceremony
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Sport&Specials

G  C , A  14 (PTI): Indian 
women hockey team suffered a humil-
iating 0-6 defeat in the bronze medal 
match against England to inish fourth 
at the Commonwealth Games in Gold 
Coast on Saturday.

India could convert none of the ive 
penalty corners and their defence line-
up cracked under pressure in the inal 
quarter to go out of the tournament on 
an embarrassing note. India had beaten 
England 2-1 in Pool matches but was 
outclassed on Saturday.

It is now third straight time that In-
dian women’s hockey team will return 
empty-handed from the Games as the 
last time it stood on podium was in 2006 
when it won a silver.

Sophie Gray stood out with her stel-
lar show as she steered her side to win 
with her three ield goals while Lau-
ra Unsworth, Hollie Pearne-Webb and 
captain Alexandra Danson struck a goal 
each in England’s commendable victory.

India’s captain Rani Rampal said 
they did not expect to lose in such a 
manner.

“We were con ident going into the 
game and we knew we had to believe 
in ourselves. We needed to do the same 
again but we just gave them the game,” 
Rani said.

Asked what India has learned head-
ing towards the upcoming World Cup in 
London, Rani said: “We are playing En-
gland in our irst game and we need to 
work towards that. We cannot afford to 
give them soft goals like we did today.” 

Navneet Kaur earned India’s irst 
penalty corner in the eighth minute. 
However, it resulted in causing injury to 
Vandana Kataria as Gurjit Kaur’s furious 
hit rebounded off England custodian’s 
pads and hit Vandana on her forehead.

The freak injury forced Vandana out 
of the ield. India were given another 

penalty corner but the England defence 
was solid.

England captain Danson earned her 
team’s penalty corner, three minutes 
later, but Savita stood like a rock in front 
of the goalpost, not allowing the ball to 
pass through.

Both team played a measured game 
with a mix of attack and defence and the 
second quarter also looked like going 
barren but moments before the break, 
India conceded a penalty corner and 
Hollie Pearne-Webb put England ahead 
by beating Indian goalkeeper with her 
hit which went past Savita.

Vandana took the ield with ban-
dage on her forehead and immediately 
made an impact as India got three back-
to-back penalty corners.

However, India could convert none 
as England goalkeeper Madeleine Hinch 
and defence line foiled all attempts. In-
dian players lacked variation and co-or-
dination to pull off the equaliser.

England too got its third PC soon 
but Hanah Martin could not beat Savi-
ta this time. A defense lapse could have 
cost India but Laura Unsworth hit wide 
off a diagonal pass.

Just two minutes were left in the 
third quarter when Sophie Bray found 
the back of the net with a stunning re-
verse hit from top of the striking circle, 
doubling the lead for England.

India had no choice but to go all out 
and succeeded in getting another penalty 
corner in the irst minute of the inal quar-
ter but conversion remained an issue.

Sophie, though, was yet again bang 
on target as she consolidated her team’s 
lead. Sophie trapped the ball which came 
from Hanah Martin’s stick and beat three 
Indian defenders to slam it home.

Laura Unsworth, Sophie and Dan-
son then put it beyond India by pump-
ing in three quick goals.

England humiliate India 6-0 to take 
bronze in women’s hockey

POONAM MEHRA 
G  C , A  14 (PTI):

The legend of MC Mary Kom 
(48kg) grew larger as she 

became the irst Indian woman 
boxer to claim a Commonwealth 
Games gold, joined by Gaurav 
Solanki (52kg) in the top- inish-
ers’ group after the irst set of 
inals here today.

Settling for silver medals were 
Amit Panghal (49kg) and Manish 
Kaushik (60kg) after losing close-
ly-contested bouts here.

The star of the day was 
without a shred of doubt Mary 
Kom -- a 35-year-old ive-time 
world champion and Olympic 
bronze-medallist.

She was competing in her 
debut Commonwealth Games, 
also perhaps her last, and made 
it a memorable one with yet an-
other dominating performance 
to claim an unanimous verdict 
of 5-0 over Northern Ireland’s 
Kristina O’Hara in the inal.

“I am so glad to have made 
history again, it is a special feel-
ing to win something that is a 
milestone medal. I am just so 
glad,” a beaming Mary Kom said 
after the victory.

“This medal and each one 
of my medals is special to me 
because I have worked equally 
hard for them. And I will contin-
ue to do so till the time my body 
is it,” she added.

The 22-year-old O’Hara, who 
works as a carer at a nursing 

home when she is not trading 
punches in the ring, lacked the 
inesse to counter the experi-

enced Indian and failed to take 
advantage of her longer reach.

Mary Kom struck her at will, 
her right hooks being especial-
ly telling. By the second round, 
Mary Kom seemed to be thor-
oughly enjoying herself in the 
ring against her timid rival.

In the men’s competition, So-
lanki provided the golden touch, 
pulling it off 4-1 over Northern 

Ireland’s Brendan Irvine. The 
Indian lost the third round but 
did just enough in the irst two 
to walk away with a gold medal 
on debut at the Games.

“Today I’m dedicating my med-
al to my mum, but I want to rep-
resent India at the (Tokyo) 2020 
Olympics and to be there when 
they raise the Indian lag,” the 
22-year-old said looking ahead.

However, luck was not on side 
of either Amit or Manish, both of 
whom went down in split verdicts.

Amit, who was chasing his 
third successive international gold, 
was beaten by England’s European 
silver-medallist Galal Yafai.

“I am disappointed with the 
result. I thought it was 50-50 
bout,” Amit said after his loss.

Manish, on the other hand, 
lost 2-3 to local favourite Harry 
Garside, again on a split deci-
sion. Both the boxers gave their 
all in the bouts but could not get 
the judges’ nod.

Mary Kom, Gaurav Solanki 
claim gold on CWG debut

G  C , A  14 
(PTI): Neeraj Chopra to-
day became the irst In-
dian javelin thrower to 
claim a gold medal at the 
Commonwealth Games, 
pulling off a season’s best 
effort of 86.47m in the i-
nal here.

The 20-year-old for-
mer junior world cham-
pion had made the inal 
after achieving the qual-
ifying mark in his very 
irst throw yesterday and 

today again, he was leaps 
ahead of the ield with his 
very irst throw.

“It is a very important 
medal for me, I wanted to 
touch my personal best 
but I missed it by a centi-
metre. In my desperation 
for that, I tried so hard 
that I tumbled over in my 
last two attempts. But I 
am very happy and I have 
lot of competitions this 
year to achieve the per-
sonal best,” Neeraj said 

after his triumph.
Neeraj was the favou-

rite for gold here after his 
85.94m throw during the 
Federation Cup Nation-
al Championships last 
month and he achieved 
India’s irst gold in ath-
letics in this edition of 
the Games.

The CWG ield had 
been depleted after Olym-
pics and world silver-med-
allist Julius Yego of Kenya 
failed to qualify for inal 
round, while 2012 Olym-

pic champion and Rio 
Games bronze-winner Ke-
shorn Walcott opted out of 
the Games.

Neeraj thus became 
only the second javelin 
thrower to claim a CWG 
medal -- the irst being 
Kashinath Naik, who 
fetched a bronze in the 
2010 Delhi Games.

“The competition was 
very good here, the world 
champion was here but 
he could not qualify. It 
was still quite tough but I 

was very sure of myself,” 
Neeraj said.

Overall, Neeraj’s medal 
is only the ifth track-and-
ield gold for India in the 

quadrennial event -- the 
other four being sprinter 
Milkha Singh (1958), dis-
cus thrower Krishna Poo-
nia (2010), the women’s 
4x400m relay quartet of 
Manjeet Kaur, Sini Jose, Ash-
wini Akkunji and Mandeep 
Kaur (2010) and shot-put-
ter Vikas Gowda (2014).

Neeraj, a gold-med-
allist at the Asian Cham-
pionships, simply de-
stroyed the competition 
with his very irst at-
tempt today which was 
85.50m.

None in the ield 
could surpass that till the 
very end and it was left 
to Neeraj to up the ante, 
which he did with a sea-
son’s best 86.47m in his 
fourth attempt. He con-
sistently crossed the 82m 

mark in the inal, fouling 
two attempts in all.

“It makes a lot of dif-
ference when you man-
age to get a irst throw 
like that. It builds pres-
sure on others. As for 
me, I was not under any 
pressure or nerves, I was 
well-prepared,” he said.

The fun-loving young-
ster laughed when asked 
how he would celebrate 
the momentous occasion 
but did speak about the 
importance of letting 
one’s hair down once in a 
while to escape stress.

“One shouldn’t be too 
serious in life, it’s good 
to be disciplined but you 
should not overdo food 
restrictions. A bit of en-
joyment always works. 
One should have faith 
that their training is good 
enough. It’s not healthy 
to just lock yourself in a 
room before a big compe-
tition,” he advised.

Neeraj claims historic javelin 
throw Gold at CWG

G  C , A  14 (PTI): 
India’s badminton queens PV 
Sindhu and Saina Nehwal set 
up the much-anticipated wom-
en’s singles summit clash at the 
Commonwealth Games after 
winning their respective semi-
inals in contrasting fashion in 

Gold Coast on Saturday.
The 22-year-old Olympic sil-

ver medallist, who had missed 
the mixed-team competition due 
to an ankle sprain, knocked out 
defending champion Michelle Li 
21-18 21-8 in just 26 minutes, 
while former world no 1 Saina 
had to dig deep to struggle past 
2014 silver medallist Kristy 
Gilmour 21-14 18-21 21-17 in 
68 minutes 

With two star shuttlers 
reaching the inal, India are as-
sured of gold and silver in the 
women’s singles.

2010 Delhi Games champion 
Saina and 2014 bronze medallist 
Sindhu had clashed at the Senior 
National championship inals 

last November with the former 
having the last laugh after a gru-
elling match.

Newly-crowned world no 1 
Kidambi Srikanth also progressed 
to the inal of the men’s singles 
after defeating 2010 Common-
wealth Games silver medallist Ra-
jiv Ouseph of England 21-10 21-
17 in little over half an hour.

However, three-time Olympic 
silver medallist Lee Chong Wei 
prevented an all-Indian men’s 
singles clash by getting the better 

of HS Prannoy 21-16 9-21 21-14 
in the other semi inal 

Earlier, young Indian pair 
of Satwik Rankireddy and Chi-
rag Shetty also stood one step 
away from a historic gold med-
al as they reached the inals of 
the men’s doubles event with a 
21-18 21-10 win over Sri Lan-
ka’s Sachin Dias and Buwaneka 
Goonethilleka.

Assured of at least a silver, 
Satwik and Chirag will be the 
irst Indian pair to win a men’s 

doubles medal at the Common-
wealth Games.

“We started off pretty badly 
like till 17 we were down and 
in the end we played a bit more 
steady and smarter to take the 
game. The second game we 
started off con idently right 
from irst point and that’s what 
helped us,” Chirag told PTI.

Satwik and Chirag will now 
face Rio Olympics bronze med-
allists Marcus Ellis and Chris 
Langridge on Sunday.

Ashwini Ponnappa and N Sik-
ki Reddy, however, lost 21-17 15-
21 4-21 to Malaysian combo of 
Mei Kuan Chow and Vivian Hoo 
in women’s doubles semi inals.

The duo will now play for the 
bronze medal against local hopes 
Setyana Mapasa and Gronya 
Somerville later in the day.

Ashwini and Satwik also went 
down ighting 22-20 18-21 16-21 
to England’s Marcus Ellis and Lau-
ren Smith in mixed doubles semi-
inals and will play for bronze.

Saina, Sindhu set up all-Indian inal, 
Srikanth too enters inal at CWG

BD NARAYANKAR 
B , A  14 
(PTI): A keen contest 
is on the cards as Royal 
Challengers Bangalore 
and Rajasthan Royals 
cross swords in the Indi-
an Premier League (IPL) 
here tomorrow.

RCB are placed ifth 
and RR sixth on the points 
table with two points each 
from two matches.

They both lost their re-
spective openers against 
Kolkata Knight Riders and 
Sunrisers Hyderabad.

RCB notched up their 
irst victory of the season, 

riding on South African 
star A B de Villiers’ brilliant 
half-century to beat Kings 
XI Punjab by four wickets.

RR celebrated their re-
turn to the ‘fortress’ Sawai 
Mansingh Stadium with a 
10-run win over Delhi 
Daredevils in the rain-hit 
match, getting past a re-
vised target of 71 runs in 
six overs as per the Duck-
worth/Lewis method.

De Villiers and Quinton 
de Kock, who scored 45 
runs to lay the foundation 
against Punjab, will aim to 
continue the good work.

Captain Virat Kohli, 
who has 52 runs under 
his belt so far, will be itch-
ing to make a mark by get-
ting a big knock.

Brendon McCullum 
also would like to get into 
the thick of things, espe-
cially after getting a gold-
en duck.

Sarfaraz Khan has 
been disappointing as he 
managed to get only six 
runs in two matches and 
if he does not pulls his 
socks up quickly, he could 
lose his place to England’s 
Moeen Ali, who can also 
bowl a bit.

Chris Woakes, though 
successful with the ball, is 
yet to make an impression 
with his bat.

The RCB think-tank, 
including Gary Kirsten, 
could give a chance to Co-
rey Anderson, who has the 
ability to hit long and hard.

Both Umesh Yadav 
and Chris Woakes, who 
have picked up 5 wick-
ets each, would be keen 
to snatch the purple cap 
from MI’s Mayank Mar-
kande, who has bagged 7 
seven wickets so far.

Much was expected 
from the spin duo of Yuzu-
vendra Chahal and Wash-
ington Sundar but they 
have managed to get only 
4 wickets between them.

The in-form New Zea-
land quickie Tim South-
ee might get a chance to 
swing his arms.

RR captain Ajinkya Ra-

hane and Sanju Samson, 
who staged a recovery 
with a 45 off 40 balls and 
37 off 22 balls, respective-
ly, would like to continue 
in similar vein.

Rahane has scored 58 
runs and Samson 86, with 
49 being his highest score.

Jos Buttler and Rahul 
Tripathi would want to 
provide entertainment in 
the death overs as they 
did against Delhi.

Buttler had hammered 
two fours and as many 
sixes in his entertain-
ing knock before being 
bowled off a slower-ball 
from Mohammad Shami.

Big Bash star D’Arcy 
Short will also look to get 
going, especially after get-
ting only 10 runs in two 
games.

RR’s bowling attack 
comprising pacers Ben 
Laughlin and Dhawal 
Kulkarni had done well to 
keep DD batsmen in check 
with their variations.

Ben Stokes, the 
most-expensive signing 
at the IPL Player Auction 
2018, hasn’t been in the 
best of batting form re-
cently, but RR will hope 
he can start hitting a few 
balls out of the park soon. 
He has just managed 21 
runs in two games.

RCB, Rajasthan Royals face 
off in Chinnaswamy
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NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR GENTLE MORNING DEAR PRIZED DEAR OSTRICH EVENING

Draw Time: 11:55 am onwards Draw Time: 04:00 pm onwards Draw Time: 08:00 pm onwards
Draw No:19 DrawDate on:14/04/18 Draw No:19 DrawDate on:14/04/18 Draw No:37 DrawDate on:14/04/18

1st Prize Rs.26.05 Lakhs/- 98A 54519 1st Prize Rs.26.05 Lakhs/- 90E 61360 1st Prize Rs.26.05 Lakhs/- 80B 37951
Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 54519 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 61360 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 37951 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)

2nd Prize Rs.9000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
10359 14228 58408 61688 75674 22215 48768 54172 54593 54729 03375 15274 22570 29921 35958
84458 87849 88540 89886 93453 65419 73261 86771 93854 97279 61806 69125 93107 96361 99208
3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0789 1804 2245 4595 5959 6290 8100 8369 9461 9496 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 1013 2729 3290 3479 5134 5797 6135 6540 7121 8942 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0187 0436 0527 0904 1431 5130 6131 7563 9210 9834
4th Prize Rs.250/- 1006 1535 2068 2579 3626 4055 5040 7811 7979 9978 4th Prize Rs.250/- 2415 3707 3883 4317 4877 5567 6314 7044 8607 9078 4th Prize Rs.250/- 0343 0448 1936 2131 2331 2506 4312 4980 4988 7414
5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/-
0027 0105 0269 0349 0371 0375 0610 0943 1162 1409 0253 0258 0260 0359 0576 0657 0762 0825 0940 1001 0049 0219 0470 0636 0809 0888 1037 1172 1181 1356
1531 1603 1897 1905 1943 2250 2337 2344 2593 2681 1105 1107 1109 1138 1462 1873 1875 1909 1911 2072 1400 1605 1752 1765 1815 1843 1876 2013 2017 2252
2781 2793 2819 2835 2929 3102 3216 3421 3531 3539 2098 2179 2417 2472 2584 2616 2815 2951 2970 3205 2326 2440 2501 2547 2587 2693 2747 2857 2879 2911
3661 3957 3977 3985 4169 4217 4685 4743 4800 5029 3232 3320 3473 3571 3575 3596 3656 3676 3697 3769 2973 3388 3666 3669 3695 3756 3854 3856 3967 4083
5161 5180 5342 5397 5458 5681 5705 5713 5732 5774 3924 3963 3985 4040 4062 4066 4085 4096 4324 4419 4197 4212 4303 4421 4569 4579 4622 4626 4722 4812
5901 5917 5932 5953 6090 6189 6291 6340 6361 6443 4457 4492 4508 4590 5207 5259 5274 5505 5601 5710 4893 4897 5134 5437 5456 5917 6111 6140 6208 6426
6716 6732 6839 6917 6995 7094 7105 7174 7391 7546 5855 5925 5930 5932 5977 6101 6227 6233 6239 6321 6508 6520 6725 6833 7033 7446 7627 7713 7758 7811
7607 7619 7766 8016 8080 8091 8158 8271 8286 8300 6462 6618 6876 6900 7456 7591 7593 7771 7842 7863 7903 7927 7936 8005 8007 8027 8103 8260 8333 8464
8326 8367 8376 8425 8449 8640 8822 8823 8917 9029 7894 7933 7978 8095 8470 8547 8549 8726 8794 9009 8549 8556 8609 8639 8959 8993 9071 9087 9113 9154
9080 9337 9459 9471 9544 9557 9604 9745 9752 9982 9077 9164 9173 9187 9477 9523 9561 9856 9864 9867 9203 9303 9317 9322 9374 9456 9590 9826 9837 9862

Issued by: 
The Director, Nagaland State Lotteries, Kohima, Nagaland
For Results, Please visit: www.nagalandlotteries.com

K I N D L Y     C H E C K     T H E     R E S U L T S     W I T H     T H E     O F F I C I A L     G A Z E T T E  

ElseWhere

 MIZORAM STATE LOTTERIES
 LABHLAXMI VIRGO

 Draw No:10 DrawDate on:14/04/18
 1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 1875
 2nd Prize Rs.1,000/- 1722 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 6503
 4th Prize Rs.300/- 2355 5th Prize Rs.  205/- 4098
 6th Prize Rs.100/-
 1018 1019 1030 1060 1095 1136 1137 1158 1165 1194
 1205 1247 1270 1271 1275 1297 1331 1376 1382 1448
 1475 1495 1512 1555 1579 1580 1616 1619 1624 1640
 1660 1666 1684 1735 1743 1747 1759 1785 1805 1845
 1862 1870 1904 1916 1917 1923 1949 1981 1988 2056
 2067 2072 2082 2100 2106 2119 2135 2154 2257 2280
 2291 2306 2327 2345 2377 2383 2450 2458 2473 2476
 2503 2515 2527 2529 2544 2576 2594 2632 2708 2724
 2793 2820 2826 2843 2850 2862 2905 2943 3004 3014
 3015 3018 3023 3104 3184 3189 3192 3195 3215 3221
 3223 3228 3258 3266 3280 3306 3323 3330 3383 3393
 3404 3513 3517 3528 3533 3546 3555 3668 3687 3697
 3709 3723 3762 3767 3790 3826 3872 3874 3924 3969
 3999 4029 4039 4043 4067 4113 4117 4121 4167 4171
 4222 4236 4248 4320 4321 4329 4386 4419 4447 4455
 4474 4547 4564 4565 4583 4610 4611 4624 4628 4635
 4640 4642 4646 4655 4664 4700 4708 4791 4796 4805
 4812 4834 4882 4929 4940 4949 4981 5155 5166 5257
 5259 5269 5270 5286 5343 5377 5427 5430 5445 5480
 5484 5490 5494 5537 5660 5710 5723 5728 5750 5769
 5772 5801 5840 5860 5911 5944 6003 6019 6043 6059
 6077 6128 6142 6228 6271 6289 6324 6403 6438 6444
 6473 6477 6490 6502 6504 6522 6571 6589 6683 6713
 6743 6752 6837 6910 6919 6930 6938 6944 6945 6960
Issued by:
The Director ,Mizoram State Lotteries,
For result please visit: www.mizoramlotteries.com

ARUNACHAL PRADESH STATE LOTTERIES
MUMBAILAXMI RAJA

Draw No:10 DrawDate on:14/04/18
1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 1538 2nd Prize Rs.2,000/- 1811
3rd Prize Rs. 1,000/- 4876 4th Prize Rs.  505/- 3985
5th Prize Rs.200/-
1122 1172 1187 1219 1241 1266 1296 1353 1364 1393
1550 1569 1591 1628 1692 1746 1836 1889 1983 2007
2125 2199 2203 2286 2349 2364 2381 2404 2449 2517
2555 2566 2600 2664 2728 2755 2781 2784 2841 2947
2999 3215 3260 3294 3368 3402 3457 3706 3711 3718
3775 3795 3797 3863 3897 3932 4058 4086 4102 4103
4111 4163 4196 4263 4293 4321 4335 4410 4479 4526
4548 4557 4709 4824 4837 4858 4862 4916 4921 5004
5012 5064 5083 5102 5108 5170 5196 5198 5247 5362
5516 5556 5592 5618 5722 5726 5748 5808 5974 5998
6th Prize Rs.100/-
1033 1062 1079 1088 1142 1150 1166 1175 1196 1204
1210 1230 1256 1259 1269 1275 1300 1340 1344 1365
1366 1390 1411 1412 1470 1495 1500 1603 1681 1691
1710 1717 1742 1769 1775 1781 1782 1794 1921 1977
1986 1989 2132 2134 2153 2223 2322 2332 2348 2351
2393 2403 2472 2476 2491 2543 2554 2568 2611 2621
2627 2734 2736 2807 2809 2832 2870 2874 2896 2917
2931 2935 2936 2985 3042 3051 3084 3094 3096 3097
3109 3140 3209 3275 3286 3292 3313 3316 3337 3392
3415 3449 3452 3483 3485 3516 3530 3554 3579 3653
3692 3741 3779 3814 3836 3893 3914 3917 3919 3936
3942 3963 3965 4053 4071 4095 4108 4130 4132 4193
4226 4234 4248 4292 4322 4360 4375 4386 4390 4512
4524 4537 4568 4612 4615 4630 4663 4729 4735 4760
4807 4828 4857 4860 4867 4879 4941 4957 4958 4990
4992 4996 4997 4999 5011 5034 5049 5051 5076 5087
5094 5110 5112 5154 5216 5226 5244 5266 5267 5305
5309 5316 5324 5343 5371 5373 5374 5377 5394 5420
5442 5469 5474 5492 5528 5564 5574 5609 5645 5669
5695 5715 5738 5739 5774 5779 5847 5868 5880 5907
Issued by:
The Commissioner,
ARUNACHAL PRADESH STATE LOTTERIES,ITANAGAR.

to book advertisements in SummitTimes
call: 03592-208698, 9734152541, 9647102692

advertise@summittimes.com

The US, UK and France have bombed multiple government targets in Syria in an early morning operation targeting alleged chemical weap-
ons sites. The strikes were in response to a suspected chemical attack on the Syrian town of Douma last week. Explosions hit the capital, 

Damascus, as well as two locations near the city of Homs, the Pentagon said. The wave of strikes is the most signi icant attack against Presi-
dent Bashar al-Assad’s government by Western powers in seven years of Syria’s civil war.

Lalit K Jha 
Washington, Apr 14 (PTI): 
US President Donald Trump 
today described the alleged 
chemical attacks in Syria as the 
“crimes of a monster” as the 
US launched precision strikes 
on the war-torn nation jointly 
with the UK and France.

Trump ordered the launch 
of air strikes on Syria and ac-
cused President Bashar al-As-
sad of “barbarism and brutality”.

The US president claimed 
that the joint action was 
meant to establish a “strong 
deterrent” against the pro-
duction, spread, and use of 
chemical weapons.

Trump said he has ordered 
“precision strikes” against 
Syria, where dozens of people 
were killed last weekend in a 
suspected toxic gas attack on 
Douma, the largest town in a 
former rebel stronghold out-
side Damascus.

“These are not the actions 
of a man; they are crimes of a 
monster instead,” Trump said 
in an address to the nation.

Trump said the US would 
maintain pressure on Syria un-
til the Assad regime suspends 
use of chemical weapons.

“America does not seek an 
inde inite presence in Syria,” 
he said, thanking the UK and 
France for joining the US in its 
ight against the Syrian regime.

“Today, the nations of Brit-
ain, France, and the United 
States of America have mar-
shaled their righteous power 
against barbarism and brutal-
ity,” Trump said.

He attacked the Assad re-
gime for “deploying chemical 
weapons to slaughter inno-
cent civilians”, referring to the 
alleged atrocity in Douma last 
Saturday.

“This massacre was a sig-
ni icant escalation in a pat-
tern of chemical weapons use 
by that very terrible regime,” 
Trump alleged.

“The evil and the despi-
cable attack left mothers and 
fathers, infants and children, 
thrashing in pain and gasping 
for air. These are not the ac-

tions of a man; they are crimes 
of a monster instead,” he said.

The US president sought 
to bring back the vestiges of 
World War I, after which ci-
vilised nations joined togeth-
er to ban chemical warfare.

He noted that chemical 
weapons not only in lict grue-
some suffering but also even 
small amounts of them can un-
leash widespread devastation.

“The purpose of our ac-
tions tonight is to establish a 
strong deterrent against the 
production, spread, and use of 
chemical weapons. Establish-
ing this deterrent is a vital na-
tional security interest of the 
United States,” Trump said.

“The combined American, 
British, and French response 
to these atrocities will inte-
grate all instruments of our 
national power -- military, 
economic, and diplomatic. We 
are prepared to sustain this 
response until the Syrian re-
gime stops its use of prohib-
ited chemical agents,” he said.

Trump said he also has a 

message for the two govern-
ments most responsible for 
supporting, equipping, and 
inancing the criminal Assad 

regime.
“To Iran, and to Russia, 

I ask: What kind of a nation 
wants to be associated with 
the mass murder of innocent 
men, women, and children?” 
he asked.

“The nations of the world 
can be judged by the friends 
they keep. No nation can suc-
ceed in the long run by pro-
moting rogue states, brutal 
tyrants, and murderous dicta-
tors,” he said.

Trump said that in 2013, the 
Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin and his government prom-
ised the world that they would 
guarantee the elimination of 
Syria’s chemical weapons.

“Assad’s recent attack -- 
and today’s response -- are 
the direct result of Russia’s 
failure to keep that promise,” 
he charged.

Russia must decide if it 
will continue down this dark 

path, or if it will join with civ-
ilized nations as a force for 
stability and peace. Hopefully, 
someday we’ll get along with 
Russia, and maybe even Iran 
-- but maybe not, Trump said.

The White House in a 
statement described Russia 
and Iran as a cadre of will-
ing enablers. Russia and Iran 
have contributed to the dis-
cord and chaos in Syria, pro-
viding a shelter for Assad to 
continue his terrible chemical 
weapons attacks, it said.

The Trump Administra-
tion has made it clear that 
Russia and Iran share respon-
sibility for the brutal actions 
of the Assad regime. The Unit-
ed States will not be fooled 
by another Russian disinfor-
mation campaign trying to 
de lect the blame, the White 
House said.

Trump said Assad’s recent 
attack was a fallout of Russia’s 
“failure” to keep the promise 
of eliminating Syria’s chemi-
cal weapons.

“In 2013, President Putin 

and his government promised 
the world that they would guar-
antee the elimination of Syria’s 
chemical weapons. Assad’s re-
cent attack are the direct result 
of Russia’s failure to keep that 
promise,” Trump said.

“Russia must decide if it 
will continue down this dark 
path, or if it will join with ci-
vilised nations as a force for 
stability and peace. Hopefully, 
someday we’ll get along with 
Russia, and maybe even Iran 
-- but maybe not,” he said.

The US president said 
America, being the world’s 
greatest and most powerful 
economy, has a lot to offer.

“In Syria, the United States 
-- with but a small force being 
used to eliminate what is left 
of ISIS -- is doing what is nec-
essary to protect the Ameri-
can people. Over the last year, 
nearly 100 per cent of the ter-
ritory once controlled by the 
so-called ISIS caliphate in Syr-
ia and Iraq has been liberated 
and eliminated,” he said. 

US launches ‘precision strikes on 
Syria as UK, France join in

Putin: attack 
on Syria act of 
aggression
M , A  14 (AP): 
Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin has denounced 
a strike on Syria launched 
by the United States and 
its allies as an “act of ag-
gression” that will exac-
erbate humanitarian ca-
tastrophe in Syria.

In a statement issued 
by the Kremlin, the Russian 
leader says Moscow is call-
ing an emergency meeting 
of the United Nations’ Se-
curity Council over the 
strike launched by the US, 
Britain and France.

Putin added that the 
strike had a “destructive 
in luence on the entire 
system of international 
relations.” He reaf irmed 
Russia’s view that a pur-
ported chemical attack in 
the Syrian town of Douma 
that prompted the strike 
was a fake.

Putin said that Russian 
military experts who in-
spected Douma found no 
trace of the attack. He crit-
icised the US and its allies 
for launching the strike 
without waiting for in-
spectors from the interna-
tional chemical weapons 
watchdog to visit the area.

Israel says in response 
to the American-led strike 
in Syria that the Middle 
Eastern country’s “mur-
derous actions” put itself 
in danger.

An of icial says in 
a statement today that 
President Donald Trump 
made clear last year that 
the use of chemical weap-
ons was a red line not to 
be crossed.

He says the overnight 
operation carried out by 
the United States, France 
and Britain followed that 
example.

The of icial says that 
“Syria continues to carry 
out murderous actions 
and be a base for these 
actions and others, in-
cluding Iran’s, that put its 
territory, forces and lead-
ership in peril.” 

The of icial spoke 
anonymously according 
to protocol. There has 
been no other of icial Is-
raeli response yet.

Israel has issued sev-
eral stern warnings of late 
about Iran’s increased in-
volvement along its bor-
der in Syria in Lebanon.

British Foreign Sec-
retary Boris Johnson has 
expressed his support for 
the airstrikes on Syria au-
thorised by Prime Minis-
ter Theresa May.

Johnson tweeted to-
day that he welcomed the 
news of the military strike 
against major chemical 
weapons facilities in Syr-
ia in concert with “our US 
and French allies.” 

Johnson said: “The 
world is united in its dis-
gust for any use of chemi-
cal weapons, but especial-
ly against civilians.” May 
authorised the strikes 
without a vote from Par-
liament, which has been 
in recess. She had re-
ceived support from her 
Cabinet in a crisis session.

The US, France and 
Britain launched military 
strikes in Syria to punish 
President Bashar Assad 
for an apparent chemical 
attack against civilians 
and to deter him from do-
ing it again, Trump said.

Syrians crowded 
onto the streets in noisy 
demonstrations of defi-
ance afterward and their 
ally Russia denounced 
the attack. Pentagon of-
ficials said the attacks 
targeted the heart of As-
sad’s programs to devel-
op and produce chemical 
weapons.

Syrian television re-
ported that Syria’s air 
defences, which are sub-
stantial, responded to the 
attack. 

W , A  14 (AFP): 
The US Treasury added India to 
its watch list of countries with 
potentially questionable foreign 
exchange policies, joining China 
and four others, according to a 
report issued today.

Treasury said the “moni-
toring list” includes those “ma-
jor trading partners that merit 
close attention to their currency 
practices.” In addition to India, 
the semi-annual report to Con-
gress names ive countries that 
continue on the list from Octo-
ber: China, Germany, Japan, Ko-
rea and Switzerland.

Countries remain on the list 
for two report cycles “to help 
ensure that any improvement in 
performance versus the criteria 

is durable and is not due to tem-
porary factors.”

While no major trading part-
ner was found to be manipulat-
ing its currency, ive of those on 
the list meet two of the three 
criteria, while China is included 
because “it constitutes a dispro-
portionate share of the overall 
US trade de icit.” The US has a 
de icit of USD 337 billion with 
China of a total global trade de i-
cit of USD 566 billion, according 
to government data.

“We will continue to moni-
tor and combat unfair currency 
practices, while encouraging 
policies and reforms to ad-
dress large trade imbalances,” 
US Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin said in a statement.

The Treasury report is re-
quired by Congress to identify 
countries that are trying to arti-
icially manage the value of their 

currency to gain a trade advan-
tage, for example by keeping the 
exchange rate low to promote 
cheaper exports.

The report said India, which 
has a USD 23 billion trade sur-
plus with the United States, “in-
creased its purchases of foreign 
exchange over the irst three 
quarters of 2017,” although the 
rupee still rose in value.

And while China -- which is 
at the centre of a brewing trade 
dispute with Washington -- re-
mained on the watch list, Trea-
sury said “the Chinese currency 
generally moved against the 

dollar in a direction that should” 
help reduce China’s trade sur-
plus with the United States.

Germany also remained on 
the watch list, even though it is 
part of the European currency 
union, which means it cannot 
independently control the ex-
change rate for the euro.

Even so, the report notes 
that Germany “has the world’s 
largest current account surplus” 
and has made “little to no prog-
ress in reducing this massive 
surplus the past three years.” 
Treasury called for all the coun-
tries on the list to implement 
economic reforms to address 
their surpluses. 

US adds India to currency watch list with China
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EtCETERA

ARIES: You might ind yourself 
unexpectedly busy today, Aries. 
It could be that you’d planned 
to spend the day tidying up 
and reorganizing your home. A 
change of plans could mean you 
spend most of the day at the 
of ice handling one crisis after 
another. Perhaps a friend calls 
in need of your help. You could 
ind it dif icult to switch gears, 

but by the end of the day you’ll 
be happy that you could help.  
TAURUS: It’s hard to imagine 
a world without computers, 
Taurus. Technology has been 
key to your professional life, 
and it’s likely to be even more 
important in the future. Expect 
your income to increase 
dramatically this year as 
a result of a technological 
innovation. You could play a 
part in developing it, or more 

likely, ind a creative use for it. 
Eat well and rest up, because 
you’ll need a lot of energy soon.  
GEMINI: You might want 
to straighten up the house 
this morning, Gemini. Some 
unexpected visitors could drop 
by. With no warning, you could 
be serving lunch or dinner to a 
group of ten! Don’t panic. Take-
out was created for just such 
an occasion. Pull out the linens 
from the back of the closet, 
make a few calls to your favorite 
bakery or restaurant, and voilà! 
The meal is served.  
CANCER: Friends or work 
colleagues could introduce you 
to a ield of study that captures 
your interest, Cancer. You’re 
ready for something new in 
your life, and the lecture series 
that has been suggested to you 
could turn out to provide just 

the stimulation that you need. 
Your creative juices are lowing 
and you’ll want to make good 
use of them. Writing, painting, 
and photography are all good 
choices for today.  
LEO: Travel is in store today, 
Leo. It could be a spur-of-the-
moment trip with a friend. More 
likely, it will be a series of short 
trips closer to home. You could 
visit friends or take advantage 
of sales and do some shopping. 
Your active mind will pick up on 
all sorts of ideas for improving 
your home. Once the errands are 
done, go home and look at your 
space with a fresh eye. There is a 
lot you can do to improve it.    
VIRGO: You’re likely to receive 
news today that brightens your 
future outlook, Virgo. It could be 
that your boss calls you at home 
and hints at a pending promotion, 

or your partner could receive a 
raise or unusually large bonus. 
Whatever the news, know that 
your inancial picture will begin 
to look dramatically better than 
it has been. Start making plans 
for how you’ll improve your 
lifestyle. A vacation may just be 
in order.  
LIBRA: You can expect your life 
to change in a fairly dramatic 
way today, Libra. The change 
could be subtle at irst, but with 
time and distance you’re likely to 
look back on this day as pivotal. 
You could receive an intriguing 
piece of news that sets your head 
spinning with ideas. Perhaps 
you’ve been thinking of starting 
your own business, and today 
you have an idea. Maybe you 
meet someone who helps your 
career. Keep your mind open to 
the possibilities.  

SCORPIO: Today could have you 
itching for a change, Scorpio. The 
dif iculty is iguring out what 
you really want to do with your 
life. A good irst step would be 
to talk to people. Find out what 
they do and don’t like about 
their careers. Use the library 
and the Internet. Take a pro ile 
test, such as Myers-Briggs, to 
see what types of careers mesh 
with your personality. Once 
you’ve done this, you’re bound 
to have a clearer vision of where 
you want to go.  
SAGITTARIUS: You’re going 
to be busy but happy today, 
Sagittarius. It’s likely that a 
project you’ve been working 
on for a long time suddenly 
yields positive results. You can’t 
help but be delighted, as this 
achievement comes at a time 
when you’ve been questioning 

your abilities. Question no 
more. It’s clear that you’re right 
for this particular job. Social 
activities are also highlighted, 
so treat your team to lunch to 
celebrate.  
CAPRICORN: You could be 
invited on a last-minute 
adventure today, Capricorn. 
By all means, seize the chance! 
You’re certainly ready for a 
change, and this opportunity 
could turn out to be just 
what you’ve been hoping for. 
Adventure calls, and whether 
it’s a journey or a lecture, you’ll 
ind it enlarges your world in 

just the way you’d hoped. Today 
promises to be stimulating as 
well as fun. Enjoy it!  
AQUARIUS: If you’ve been 
thinking about making a career 
change, Aquarius, today is a 
good day to do some research 

on professions that interest 
you. It may be that you’re ready 
to take the leap and start a 
business of your own. Ideally, 
you’d have an able partner to 
help with the planning and 
execution. Get out your address 
book and college directory. It’s 
likely that you already know the 
perfect person for the job.  
PISCES: Technology is going 
to play a big role in your life 
today and in the immediate 
future, Pisces. It could be that 
your of ice is upgrading its 
systems and you’re in charge 
of getting everyone up to speed 
on the new equipment. Or it’s 
possible that you’ll decide to 
take a class to increase your 
technical knowledge. One thing 
is clear - you’re likely to achieve 
extraordinary success through 
the use of technology. 
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HOT LIKE FIRE! Top Chef host Padma Lakshmi is 
radiant in a bright red look while out in New York City.

Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD actor Ga-
briel Luna will play the new Ter-

minator in Terminator 6, the franchise 
reboot produced by James Cameron and 
directed by Deadpool’s Tim Miller. After 
2015 lop Terminator Genisys failed to 
revitalize the decades-old Terminator 
franchise, producers opted for a new re-
boot that ignores everything after Tem-
inator 2: Judgment Day. Set in Mexico 
City, the new ilm reportedly follows a 
street-smart character named Dani Ra-
mos who inds herself being stalked by a 
new Terminator.

James Cameron reportedly is un-
dertaking an extensive search to ind 
the right actress to play Dani Ramos. 
Tully star Mackenzie Davis herself re-
cently climbed aboard Terminator 6 
to play a soldier-assassin on a special 
mission (her character description is 
reminiscent of the Kyle Reese character 
originated by Michael Biehn in the irst 
Terminator). Arnold Schwarzenegger 
and Linda Hamilton return as the T-800 
and Sarah Connor respectively, acting as 
a bridge between the original ilms and 
the new movie.

As reported by several sources, Ga-
briel Luna has now joined the Termina-
tor 6 cast in the role of the new Termina-
tor who menaces Dani Ramos. The same 
report con irms Natalia Reyes and Diego 
Boneta also join the cast in unspeci ied 
roles. Boneta’s involvement was previ-
ously reported.

New Terminator Gabriel Luna is best 

known for playing Robbie Reyes/Ghost 
Rider on Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD (it’s 
a version of the character Ghost Rider: 
Spirit of Vengeance ilm director Brian 
Taylor doesn’t particularly care for). Luna 
also starred on the El Rey Network series 
Matador, and on season 2 of HBO’s True 
Detective. His ilm work has mainly come 
in smaller ilms, including the thriller 
Transpecos, the horror-comedy Gravy 
and the biographical drama Freeheld 
with Julianne Moore and Steve Carell.

When Arnold Schwarzenegger 
played the Terminator in the 1984 
James Cameron original, the perfor-
mance catapulted him to a new level 
of stardom. Of course, Schwarzenegger 
had limited acting ability at the time, a 
fact that in some ways made for a more 
convincingly robotic and menacing per-
formance. Gabriel Luna comes to the 
table with a lot more acting experience 

than Schwarzenegger could boast when 
he took the part. So we can look for Lu-
na’s portrayal of the Terminator to have 
a lot more nuance than Schwarzeneg-
ger’s. The new movie’s setting switch to 
Mexico City should make for an interest-
ing vibe overall.

All the hints we’ve received thus far 
about plot and character for Termina-
tor 6 suggest it will likely be an almost 
beat-for-beat remake of the original 
Terminator. After the complete debacle 
that was Terminator Genisys, return-
ing to the franchise’s roots for a more 
straight-forward action movie about 
a cyborg stalking a scrappy heroine 
probably is the smartest move anyone 
could’ve made. All that remains for Ter-
minator 6 now is to cast the key role of 
Dani Ramos, aka the new Sarah Connor. 
The ilm reportedly goes before cameras 
beginning in May.

Terminator 6 casts Gabriel 
Luna as new Terminator

Thanos is stronger than 
the Hulk, Avengers: In-

inity War directors the Rus-
sos share. Earth’s Mightiest 
Heroes will need all the help 
they can get when they come 
face-to-face with the Mad Ti-
tan and his minions, the Black 
Order. But it appears that one 
of the original six members 
may not be as big of a help 
as people initially presumed, 
given that the Mad Titan could 
overpower the Hulk.

Aside from the Asgardians, 
it’s the Hulk who has irst-
hand experience with Thanos 
before his Avengers cohorts 
become aware of who the  
Mad Titan is, and surprising-
ly the green raging monster is 

impressed by the villain. Judg-
ing from the trailers, it seems 
like he’s going to be a pivotal 
part in learning what exactly 
went down in the refugee ship 
that caused him to crash land 
to the Sanctum Sanctorum, 
while Thor is left loating in 
space before the Guardians of 
the Galaxy stumble upon him. 
But other than being a possi-
ble source of information, his 
physical power is not enough 
for him to go one-on-one with 
the galactic villain.

During the London press 
event for In inity War, the 
Russos hyped up Thanos as 
the most dangerous villain 
that Earth’s Mightiest Heroes 
has faced thus far. During 

the conversation, Joe even 
shared that he is even more 
physically imposing than the 
Hulk. That’s an interesting 
notion considering that the 
previews have revealed Cap-
tain America doing decently 
against the Mad Titan, and 
from what’s been previously 
established, the Green Goli-
ath is supposedly the “stron-
gest Avenger.”

“I mean it’s like death 
comes to call for the Avengers. 
This is a nearly unbeatable 
force who is determined to 
destroy half the life in the uni-
verse to bring it to balance. He 
sees it as an overgrown gar-
den that he needs to prune. As 
you mentioned, he is fairly in-

vincible. He’s a sort of genetic 
mutation who’s the Genghis 
Khan of the universe. He’s 
unbeatable on the battle ield, 
stronger than the Hulk, skin 
is invincible. So it’s going to 
cost the Avengers something 
to defeat him.”

Previews revealed that 
the Hulk will eventually make 
his appearance during the 
great Wakandan war which 
is the inal act of Avengers: 
In inity War. At that point, 
he appears to be on the side 
of his old pals considering 
that at that he’s just battling 
Outriders, but it’s interesting 
to see what his reaction will 
be once he gets face-to-face 
again with Thanos.

Avengers: In inity War directors say 
Thanos is stronger than the Hulk

The trailer of Priyanka 
Chopra’s second Holly-

wood project A Kid Like Jake, 
which stars The Big Bang 
Theory actor Jim Parsons and 
Homeland star Claire Danes, 
is out and showcases some 
wonderful moments while 
re lecting an unusual yet 
adorable story of a little boy 
Jake (played by Leo James 
David) who likes to dress up 
like a girl and read fairy tales.

The two minute 36-sec-
onds-long trailer follows a 
couple Alex (Danes) and Greg 
Wheeler (Parsons) as they 

face a possibility that their 
child Jake might be “differ-
ent” from other kids. Chopra, 
who is exactly there for three 
seconds in the trailer, plays 
Wheelers’ friend and seems 
concerned about the couple 
as she says, “Kindergarten is 
so hard for a child, you know, 
who...” Even before she could 
complete her sentence, Alex 
cuts her with, “Who, What?”

Chopra also took to Twit-
ter to share the trailer with 
fans and express her excite-
ment over her new project 
in the West. She wrote: I’m 

so excited to show you all 
the of icial trailer for #AKid-
LikeJake... with brilliant per-
formances by my colleagues. 
This is a timely story about 
acceptance and truly seeing 
your loved ones as they are. 
In select theaters June 1st!”

Directed by Silas Howard 
and written by Daniel Pearle, 
based on his own 2013 play 
of the same name, the dra-
ma also features Academy 
Award-winning actor Octavia 
Spencer and Ann Dowd.

Trailer for Priyanka’s second Hollywood 
outing ‘A Kid Like Jake’ released


