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N  D , F  22 (PTI): Inequality in 
India is on the rise for the last three de-
cades, so much so that the total wealth of 
Indian billionaires is 15 per cent of the 
GDP, thanks to the “lopsided” policies of 
successive governments, Oxfam India said 
in a report today.

It said the wealthiest in India have 
cornered a huge part of the wealth cre-
ated in the country through crony capi-
talism and inheritance, while people at 
the bottom are seeing their shares being 
reduced further.

“These inequalities are the result of 
package of reforms adopted during the big 

bang liberalisation of 1991 and the subse-
quent policies adopted,” said Oxfam India 
CEO Nisha Agrawal.

The report noted that by the latest es-
timates, the total wealth of Indian billion-
aires is 15 per cent of the GDP of the coun-
try; this has risen from 10 per cent only 
ive years ago.

In 2017, India had as many as 101 
billionaires.

The report titled ‘The Widening Gaps: 
India Inequality Report 2018’, noted that 
the country ranks among the most unequal 
countries in the world on all parameters of 
income, consumption and wealth and the 

reason behind this is the “lopsided” policy 
choices made by successive governments.

“Speci ic policy choices which favoured 
capital rather than labour, and favoured 
skilled rather than unskilled labour, are 
part of the structure of the growth trajec-
tory in India,” the report said.

The report analysed various sources 
of data and describes how the path of in-
equality has changed in India-from being 
stagnant in 1980s, to its increase since 
1991, and to its subsequent and continued 
surge in recent years until 2017.

What is particularly worrying in India’s 
case is that economic inequality is being 

added to a society that is already fractured 
along the lines of caste, religion, region 
and gender. Apart from being a moral con-
cern, reducing inequality is central to the 
functioning of India’s democracy, said Pro-
fessor Himanshu, author of the report.

Agrawal further noted that the only 
way to reverse this trend is to increase 
tax collection through progressive direct 
taxation such as introducing wealth and 
inheritance taxes and spending them on 
health, education and nutrition for the 
poor, focusing specially on the early child-
hood development of the poor.

“Only then can one hope to create 

a more equal opportunity country and 
spread the bene its of high growth more 
widely,” Agrawal added.

A report released by the international 
rights group Oxfam before the start of the 
World Economic Forum in Davos noted 
that the richest 1 per cent in India cor-
nered 73 per cent of the wealth generated 
in the country last year.

The survey also showed that the wealth 
of India’s richest 1 per cent increased by 
over Rs 20.9 trillion during 2017. On the 
other hand 67 crore Indians comprising 
the population’s poorest half saw their 
wealth rise by just 1 per cent.

Indian billionaires’ wealth equals 15% of GDP, poor becoming poorer: Oxfam

TOURISTS BRAVE THE COLD FOR SOME SNOW
G , 22 F : The tourist season is approaching but many have already started visiting the state despite the cold weather. Those 
looking to enjoy some snow have started visiting Lachung and Yumthang Valley in North Sikkim. “We came to see and enjoy snowfall 
in Sikkim,” said a tourist group from Kolkata. “We are visiting Sikkim for the irst time. We came here to see snow-capped mountains 
and hills. Feeling great here in Sikkim!” expressed one tourist from Durgapur, Kaushik Karmakar. [Rebyna Rana]

Around 400 tourists stranded 
at JN Road after snowfall 

NIRMAL MANGAR
G , 22 F : 

Nearly 40 vehicles 
carrying 400 tour-

ists were stranded along 
JN Road after a snowfall 
on Thursday evening.

The tourists were 

safely evacuated by the 
Army and Sikkim Police.

According to sourc-
es, there was snowfall 
up to 2 meters near 
17th Mile since late af-
ternoon on Thursday 
due to which vehicles 

coming from Tsomgo 
Lake and Baba Mandir 
got stranded.

“All the tourists have 
been brought back safe-
ly to Gangtok after a 
transhipment arrange-
ment,” said the police.

N  D , F  22 
(PTI): An inter-ministe-
rial committee (IMC) on 
medicinal and aromatic 
plants has been set up for 
the north-east and it will 
suggest actionable mea-
sures to generate more 
livelihood opportunities 
in the region.

The IMC would iden-
tify the gaps in the exist-
ing mechanism or insti-
tutional arrangements, 
suggest a policy inter-
vention for optimally 
harnessing the medicinal 
and aromatic plants of 
the north-eastern region, 
an of icial statement said 
here today.

The committee will 
also suggest ways for 
accelerating the devel-
opment of the sector, 

suggest a plan of action 
for the dovetailing of 
the schemes and pro-
grammes of the minis-
tries and departments 
concerned.

It would also suggest 
actionable measures to 
generate more livelihood 
opportunities, which 
would lead to the eco-
nomic transformation of 
the region, based on cul-
tivation and sustainable 
management of medici-
nal and aromatic plants, 
the statement said.

The committee will 
create synergy among 
the various programmes 
of the Union government 
to enable the medicinal 
and aromatic plants sec-
tor become vibrant.

The IMC will fa-

cilitate coordination 
among the ministries 
and departments in var-
ious programmes that 
are being implemented 
on conservation, sus-
tainable management 
and development of 
medicinal plants in the 
north-east.

The irst meeting 
of the committee is 
scheduled to be held on 
March 12 and it will be 
co-chaired by the secre-
taries of the Ministry of 
Development of North 
Eastern Region (DoNER) 
and Ministry of AYUSH.

The IMC will have 
members from various 
ministries, departments 
and several organisa-
tions in the relevant 
ields.

Centre sets up committee on medicinal
and aromatic plants for NE

K , F  22 (PTI): Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi today 
expressed irm resolve that the 
Act East Policy would be made 
a reality in order to connect the 
people of the Northeast with 
South East Asian countries to 
foster speedy development.

He emphasised that the de-
velopment of the Northeast was 
an essential component to re-
alise the dream of a developed 
country.

Modi underlined improve-
ment in connectivity of the 
Northeast to achieve the target.

“Transformation of the region 
by transportation is being worked 
out to bring about faster develop-
ment in the region,” he said.

Modi was addressing a poll 
rally at Tuensang Town public 
ground in Nagaland ahead of as-
sembly poll on February 27.

He af irmed that the BJP-led 
NDA government was committed 
to the transformation of Nagaland.

“The dream of having a new 
India will go alongside with the 
vision of the Naga people to-
wards having a new Nagaland,” 
he said.

“Unless Northeast is devel-
oped, the dream of having a 
developed country will not be 
achieved and therefore BJP gov-
ernment is paying special atten-
tion to the requirement of the 

region,” Modi said.
He lagged connectivity is-

sue of the Nagaland and said 
his government was working to 
overcome the problem.

“Connectivity is a huge 
challenge in Nagaland. We are 
working relentlessly towards 
it. In less than four years, we 
have added 500 km of national 
highways. We have also planned 
to invest more than Rs 10,000 
crore in the roads of Nagaland,” 
he said.

Modi lauded the efforts of 
the Naga people towards peace 
and tranquillity in the region.

He emphasised on checking 
leakage of developmental fund 
provided by the Centre and said 
the loopholes would be plugged 
with the help of technology.

“With the help of technolo-

gy, we will plug the loopholes 
which are causing wastage of 
public money.”

Apparently referring to 
former prime minister Rajiv 
Gandhi’s comment that villag-
es received only 15 paise out 
of Re 1 from the Centre, he said 
“with determination, we need to 
change this situation.”

“Every penny of developmen-
tal fund sanctioned by the central 
government should reach the 
grass-root level,” he said.

Dwelling on the prime fo-
cus of Naga people - solution of 
vexed Naga political issue, Modi 
asserted that his government 
was making all efforts with all 
seriousness.

He also exuded con idence 
that within next few months 
an honourable and acceptable 
solution would be achieved for 
which all have to come together.

“Solution of the Naga politi-
cal problem will strengthen the 
democracy of the country and 
therefore we will make all efforts 
to solve the problem,” he said.

Making a reference of the 
problems faced by the people of 
eastern Nagaland, Modi asserted 
that his government was willing 
to have talks with the organisa-
tions of the area to hammer out 
a solution.

“Eastern Nagaland Public 

Organisation (ENPO) area is a 
huge area and therefore we will 
pay special attention for the 
area”, he said adding the Centre 
was serious towards the protec-
tion of the Naga tradition and 
culture.

Modi also announced that 
his government will spend 
around Rs 1,800 crore for mak-
ing Nagaland’s capital Kohima a 
smart city.

Making a statement in the 
Nagamese dialect, Modi said, 
“The BJP-NDPP alliance pow-
er te ahise koele development 
apuni laga bosti te punchai dibo”. 
(If BJP-NDPP alliance comes to 
power we will bring develop-
ment to your villages)

“We want to provide a stable, 
inclusive and corruption-free 
government in the state”, the 
prime minister said while urg-
ing Nagas to elect BJP-NDPP 
candidates to bring about a 
change in the state.

“I assure you that NDPP-BJP 
will form a new government 
in Nagaland. This government 
along with that at the centre 
will drive Nagaland forward,” he 
added.

The BJP has ielded 20 can-
didates and its alliance partner 
the NDPP 40 for the February 27 
elections to the 60-member Na-
galand assembly.

Act East policy will be made a reality: PM

SMRITA KHAWAS
G , 22 F :

Just Sports Management 
is organising a car rally 

‘Himalayan Drive 6 Tri 
Nation Car Rally’ from 
Friday which will cover 
1650 km over ive days 
and traverse through the 
Dooars and Darjeeling 
Hills in North Bengal and 
various routes in Bhutan 
and Nepal. 

More than 100 partic-
ipants including top ral-
lyists from the country 
will take off from Siliguri 
on Friday morning and 
journey through North 
Bengal’s lush forests that 
are home to rich variety 
of lora and fauna includ-
ing the Royal Bengal Ti-
ger, the one horned rhino 
and the Asiatic elephant 
as well as tea gardens 

before entering Nepal 
through Kakaribhitta 
border hitting the East 
West highway to the fa-
mous jungle paradise 
Chitwan in Nepal.

On 27 Feb they will 
be entering Darjeeling 
where the rally inishes 
and the next day on 28 
Feb the prize distribu-
tion ceremony will take 
place at Darjeeling.

Tri Nation Car Rally to take 
off from Siliguri today
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SUMMIT REPORT
G , 22 F :

Five-day tour of the ex-
ecutive members of 

Press Club of Sikkim to 
Kolkata-Pune-Mumbai 
concluded on 20 Feb with 
an interaction session held 
with Mumbai Press Club.

A PCS press release 
informs that during the 
tour, the PCS delegation 
irst visited Kolkata Press 

Club which is the oldest 
Press Club of the country 
followed by Maharash-

tra Institute of Technol-
ogy [MIT] and Rajbaug 
campus of MIT wherein 
the delegation was wel-
comed by founder of MIT, 
Vishwanath Karad.

The delegation also 
visited Raj Kapoor Me-
morial which was fol-
lowed by an interaction 
session with Working 
Journalist Union of Pune. 
The team also interacted 
with Editor of Saamna 
newspaper and MP Rajya 
Sabha, Sanjay Raut.

The PCS team, during 
its last day of the tour, 
had a dinner meet with 
the executives of Mumbai 
Press Club at Press Club 
of Mumbai Bhawan. The 
MPC executives have as-
sured moral and techni-
cal support to PCS.

During the meeting 
it was also agreed that in 
order to bridge the gap 
between the two States 
of Sikkim and Maharash-
tra, cultural exchange 
programmes will be orga-

nized in the near future.
It may be mentioned 

here, the tour had been 
arranged by Governor 
Shriniwas Patil in associ-
ation with PCS.

President, PCS, Jo-
seph Lepcha, said that 
the tour was organised 
to empower the vision 
and dedication of young 
working journalists of 
the State. It will further 
enrich and enhance their 
experience and broaden 
the knowledge of jour-

nalism, he added.
“The tour is an initia-

tive to integrate the State 
with the rest of India 
since mainstream India 
still does not have proper 
idea about Sikkim. Chang-
es cannot be brought 
along by the government 
alone. It should be our 
collective responsibili-
ty towards our country. 
We, journalist fraternity, 
should do something to 
solve various issues,” said 
Mr Lepcha.

Press Club’s ive-day tour concludes

WANGCHUK BHUTIA
M , 22 F :

A total of 113 piglets and 35 heifers 
were distributed by Forest, En-

vironment & Wildlife Department in 
coordination with Animal Husband-
ry Department, North Sikkim today 
for the bene iciaries of Upper Dzongu 
here at Namprikdang in an aware-
ness-cum-distribution programme.

It may be mentioned here, the distri-
bution programme has been organized 
under Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchay-
ee Yojana, Integrated Watershed Man-
agement Programme [IWMP]-I, North. 
The Forest Department has targeted to 
distribute 226 piglets and 70 heifers in 
Dzongu constituency.

The function was chaired by Depu-
ty Speaker, SLA cum area MLA, Sonam 
Gyatso Lepcha, as chief guest in the 
presence of Chief Conservator of Forest 
cum Member Secretary, BP Pradhan, 
Additional District Collector, North, TT 
Kaleon, Assistant Conservator of For-
ests, IWMP, TW Lachungpa, ACF, Pempa 
Dadul, Sub Divisional Magistrate, Dz-

ongu, Tshering Dorjee Bhutia, Pancha-
yat members and other of icials.

Divisional Forest Of icer cum Proj-
ect Implementing Agency, NT Bhutia, 
highlighted about the scheme and urged 

all the bene iciaries to take proper care 
of the animals. He also expressed his 
gratitude to Animal Husbandry Depart-
ment, North for their cooperation in 
making the scheme successful.

Likewise, DFO cum CEO, State Level 
Nodal Agency [IWMP], Blen Tshering 
Targain, underlined about the different 
schemes under IWMP.

Joint Director, Animal Husband-
ry Department [North], Dr KT Bhutia, 
sensitized the bene iciaries about dairy 
farming and also informed about the in-
surance for animals.

Zilla member, Hee-Gyathang GPU, 
Samroo Ugen Lepcha, on behalf of the 
people of Upper Dzongu extended grat-
itude to the concerned departments for 
providing the scheme to the needy.

Addressing the function, the chief 
guest appreciated the initiative tak-
en by the concerned departments and 
urged the public to avail all the facilities 
being provided.

“Those who do not opt for cattle 
farming in the village will not be count-
ed as farmers,” he expressed.

He further underlined that milk 
procured from Dzongu is organic and 
also urged the of icials for strict moni-
toring so that the schemes provided by 
the government are not misused.

Piglets and heifers distributed in Upper Dzongu 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 22 F :

Sant Nirankari Mis-
sion, Gangtok branch 

conducted a cleanliness 
drive at the STNM Hospi-
tal premises in Gangtok 
today. The programme 
was organised to pay 
tribute to Late Satguru 
Baba Hardev Singh ji Ma-
haraj on the occasion of 

his 64th birth anniversa-
ry which falls on 23 Feb, 
2018. More than 200 
devotees participated in 
the massive cleanliness 
campaign, a press release 
informs.

Earlier, a spiritually 
motivated procession 
was organised from 
Nirankari Satsang Bha-
wan to STNM Hospital.

Cleanliness drive at
STNM premises

Meeting on 
upcoming 
SDF Day 
celebration 
held in 
Singtam
YOGEN THATAL
S , 22 F :

A general meeting for 
celebration of the 

upcoming Foundation 
Day of Sikkim Democrat-
ic Front, scheduled to be 
held on 04 March at Min-
ing cricket ground in East 
Sikkim, was conducted 
here at Nepali Dharmas-
ala in Singtam today.

During the meet, var-
ious responsibilities and 
duties were allocated to 
the party members for 
better management of 
the celebration.

The meeting had the 
presence of area MLA 
cum Agriculture Minister, 
Som Nath Poudyal, accom-
panied by president of 
Singtam Motor Transport 
Workers’ Association, Tin-
ku Adhikari, Upa-adhyak-
sha, East, Sharmila Chettri, 
along with Panchayat rep-
resentatives from Kham-
dong, Singtam constitu-
ency, representatives of 
Singtam Nagar Panchayat, 
and party workers.

During the meeting it 
was decided that vehicles 
will be provided by Sing-
tam Motor Transport 
Workers’ Association and 
New Generation Co-op-
erative Society, Singtam 
while fooding and other 
necessities for the public 
will be supervised by the 
organizing committee 
and party workers. Every 
GPU, Ward and ULB will 
be provided with vehicle 
facility according to re-
quirement, it is informed.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 22 F :

A meeting of Sikkim 
Krantikari Morcha 

was held at its Gyalshing 
of ice in West Sikkim to-
day which was chaired by 
its working president, MP 
Subba. During the meet, 
Dorjee Tenzing Bhutia of 
Lingchom has been ap-
pointed as the president 
of Yangthang constituen-
cy with SP Mangyung as 

the general secretary of 
Panchayat cell [West] of 
the party and coordinator 
of Yangthang constituen-
cy, informs an SKM press 
release.

The SKM working 
president congratulat-
ed all new of ice bearers 
and urged them to take 
policies, principles and 
programme of the party 
to the people at grassroot 
level.

SKM appoints Yangthang 
CLC president

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 22 F :

Youth wing of State 
Bharatiya Janta Party, 

Bharatiya Janta Yuva 
Morcha [BJYM], has urged 
educated unemployed 
youth, political parties 
and social organisations 
in Sikkim to be a part 
of its two-day dharna 
in the capital scheduled 
to be held on 24-25 
Feb here in front of the 
District Administration 
Centre [East] to protest 
against corruption, 
unemployment, suicides 
and other issues of 
Sikkim.

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 
BJYM state president, 
Laten Sherpa, urged 
members of political and 
social organisations and 
the public to join the pro-
test. He added that if peo-
ple of Sikkim do not get 
justice, BJP will start its 
movement on the road.

Likewise, BJYM gen-
eral secretary, Bikash Da-
hal, alleged of suppres-
sion and exploitation of 
the people of Sikkim by 
the ruling government. 
He added that the protest 
is against the ‘autocratic’ 
government in the State.

Bharatiya Janta
Yuva Morcha invites all to

participate in dharna

Man accused
of sexual assault 
on minor
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 22 F :

One 22-year-old male hailing 
from Dentam, West Sikkim 

allegedly sexually assaulted one 
14-year-old minor of Pelling on 
multiple occasions. The victim is 
reportedly a Standard VIII student 
and lives with her family. The ac-
cused is also the brother-in-law 
of the victim and as such, visited 
the victim’s house regularly. Seiz-
ing opportunity, the accused used 
to repeatedly sexually assault the 
victim.

However, on 17 Feb, the victim 
along with other classmates under-
went urine test in a programme con-
ducted by ASHA members wherein 
the test result showed that the vic-
tim was pregnant. The accused is re-
portedly absconding. A hue and cry 
has been lashed.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 22 F :

Sikkim Democratic Front’s labour 
front, All Sikkim Democratic La-

bour Front [ASDLF], has refuted the 
allegations made by Sikkim Kranti-
kari Morcha in its recent press re-
lease wherein it alleged that various 
acts and rules in favour of the work-
ing class and labourers of Sikkim 
have not been implemented by the 
state government.

In an ASDLF press release issued 
by its general secretary, Hari Prasad 
Chhetri, ASDLF has urged SKM 
members to gather proper informa-
tion about the ground reality from 
concerned agencies and establish-
ments before speaking to the public.

“The opposition is only trying 
to defame SDF party and its gov-
ernment with baseless and false 
allegations from time to time. The 
SDF government has so far en-
forced and implemented number 
of Acts and Rules under Labour 
& Industrial Laws which the so 
called SKM labour leaders may 
like to collect and study before 
making such irresponsible com-
ments through media,” stated AS-
DLF in the release.

The release further informs that 
the SDF government and its leader, 
Pawan Chamling, have always been 
concerned with the working class 
and is proactive in the ield for their 
welfare and security.

SKM trying to defame 
SDF alleges ASDLF



3SummitTIMES |23 February 2018CapitalTIMES
Gangtok on 

Friday, 
23 Feb

Temp: 18°C /05°C
Forecast: Most-
ly cloudy with a 
heavy shower in 
the afternoon.
Sunrise: 06:06AM
Sunset: 5:32 PM

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 22 F :

Recognizing the diver-
sity with regard to 

public health infrastruc-
ture, socio-economic 
conditions of public and 
as part of its social re-
sponsibility, Central Re-
ferral Hospital, 5th Mile 

has introduced 75 con-
cessional beds dedicated 
to the poor or inancially 
unsound individuals and 
families of Sikkim and 
the neighbouring State of 
West Bengal.

A press release issued 
by Medical Superinten-
dent, CRH, Dr Gautam 

Dey, informs that these 
concessional beds have 
been provided to facili-
tate quality health care 
access in the State’s larg-
est hospital.

This bene it will be 
extended to BPL patients 
of Sikkim & BPL card 
holder from WB, patients 

admitted for academic 
purposes, patients re-
ferred from Health Camp 
conducted by CRH who 
cannot afford health care 
at CRH & requires hos-
pital care [the inancial 
status for such patients 
can be veri ied by local 
administration], patients 

requiring hospital treat-
ment brought by regis-
tered NGOs [the inancial 
status of these patients 
are certi ied by these 
NGOs] and unidenti ied 
road traf ic accident cas-
es brought by adminis-
tration/ police/good sa-
maritans.

CRH introduces concessional beds for BPL patients

G , 22 F  
[PIB]: Sikkim Universi-
ty observed Matri Bha-
sa Diwas on 21 Feb to 
promote awareness of 
linguistic and cultural 
diversity and promote 
multilingualism.

It may be mentioned 
here, Matri Bhasa Diwas 
was irst announced by 
UNESCO in the year 1999.

On this occasion, the 
Departments of Hindi and 
Nepali jointly organized a 
programme at the Cau-
veri Hall of the University. 
Vice-Chancellor, Profes-
sor Jyoti Prakash Tamang, 
Registrar, TK Kaul, Fi-

nance Of icer, Debasish 
Pal, Dean, School of Lan-
guages and Literature, 
Professor Irshad Ghulam 
Ahmed, faculty members, 
staff and students attend-
ed the programme.

Students recited po-
ems and presented songs 
in different languages 
like Nepali, Hindi, As-
samese, Bodo and Nag-
puri to commemorate 
Matri Bhasa Diwas.

Assistant Professor, 
Dr Samar Sinha, and As-
sistant Professor, Depart-
ment of Nepali, Balaram 
Pandey, spoke on the im-
portance of language in 
the social and cultural mi-

lieu and also on preserv-
ing the native languages.

Vice-Chancellor, Prof 
Jyoti Prakash Tamang, 
stressed on the fact that 
languages are the most 
powerful instruments of 
preserving and develop-
ing heritage.

“All moves to promote 
the dissemination of 
mother tongues will not 
only serve to encourage 
linguistic diversity and 
multilingual education 
but also to develop full-
er awareness of cultural 
and linguistic traditions 
throughout the world,” 
the VC added.

Sikkim University observes Matri Bhasa Diwas SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES
DERBY MEET THURSDAY

Draw No:5 DrawDate on:22/02/18
1st Prize Rs.11 Lakhs/- 81A 0018
(Including Super Prize Amt)
2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
2679 3103 3382 4209 6850
3rd Prize Rs.3,000/-
0637 2857 2916 3472 6256 7740 7947 8331 8470 8959
4th Prize Rs.1000/-
1914 2722 3417 6038 6663 7661 7942 9109 9236 9240
5th Prize Rs.500/-
0055 0742 1159 1894 3120 3987 4831 6829 6861 7887
6th Prize Rs.100/-
0016 0035 0038 0043 0049 0059 0072 0113 0229 0231
0264 0304 0407 0430 0435 0451 0509 0520 0544 0550
0555 0611 0621 0664 0680 0700 0728 0734 0760 0770
0781 0784 0803 0835 0843 0857 0887 0899 0929 0960
0961 0970 0983 1003 1008 1022 1057 1073 1105 1122
1123 1164 1201 1221 1241 1267 1276 1303 1305 1307
1330 1336 1345 1349 1361 1372 1373 1383 1390 1393
1395 1437 1474 1497 1524 1557 1571 1575 1642 1649
1676 1700 1757 1761 1773 1776 1778 1819 1850 1909
2011 2014 2023 2035 2058 2067 2081 2095 2097 2100
2102 2118 2138 2147 2156 2177 2181 2189 2212 2213
2226 2228 2277 2294 2308 2309 2337 2343 2374 2410
2424 2475 2494 2495 2536 2575 2584 2590 2607 2641
2694 2696 2701 2707 2726 2730 2755 2795 2797 2804
2805 2836 2859 2869 2874 2892 2900 2929 2939 2969
2974 3010 3023 3026 3030 3071 3087 3151 3157 3167
3181 3185 3198 3216 3222 3230 3265 3276 3320 3339
3359 3414 3505 3533 3606 3610 3625 3655 3672 3677
3685 3686 3687 3725 3781 3783 3791 3801 3803 3819
3853 3897 3934 3984 4020 4029 4035 4049 4087 4097
4135 4151 4171 4244 4247 4251 4277 4300 4307 4333
4335 4351 4398 4410 4425 4431 4508 4511 4560 4571
4587 4605 4624 4636 4656 4659 4660 4672 4693 4694
4728 4731 4747 4752 4812 4827 4846 4864 4880 4900
4904 4915 4930 4931 4934 4941 4959 4971 4993 5004
5005 5013 5022 5042 5072 5078 5079 5081 5106 5115
5162 5199 5202 5259 5276 5283 5286 5317 5330 5334
5337 5340 5389 5395 5418 5428 5463 5485 5487 5506
5568 5578 5601 5639 5642 5666 5680 5688 5728 5760
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G , 22 F :

Nursing students [B.Sc., II Year] 
from Sikkim Manipal College of 

Nursing, SMIMS organised a mass 
health awareness programme on 
‘Anti-Hypertension Diet’ at Lum-
sey in Gangtok today. 

An SMU press release informs 

that the nursing students started 
the programme by stating the prev-
alence of the disease in India and 
Sikkim. They educated the audience 
about hypertension, its causes, signs 
and symptoms and its management 
mainly focusing on diet.

Demonstrations on prepa-
ration of anti-hypertensive diet 

to regulate blood pressure were 
made by the students wherein 06 
food items were prepared by the 
students and later given to the au-
dience to taste.

The programme concluded 
with an interactive session with 
the participation of 40 community 
members.

Awareness on Anti-Hypertension
Diet by Nursing students

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 22 F :

Yougan Tamang from 
Sikkim was conferred 

with the National Youth 
Icon Award 2018 by the 
International Youth Com-
mittee [IYC] in New Delhi 
on 20 Feb.

The award was hand-
ed over by Chairperson 
of IYC, Dr KK Singh.

It may be mentioned 
here, IYC is an organi-
zation that focuses on 
empowering youth and 
is also responsible for 
organizing World Youth 
Conference.

Sharing the dais 
with the youngest Pad-
mashri nominee, Zabi 
Khan, and Forest Man of 
India, Suvendu Sharma, 
Yougan said, “I dedicate 
the award to the young 
minds of Sikkim.”

Son of Meena Rai and 
DR Tamang, 29-year-old 
Yougan hails from Jore-
thang in South Sikkim. He 
is also a research scholar 
and is at present doing 
a research on “Concept 

of health, diseases and 
treatment amongst the 
Tamangs of Sikkim” from 
North Bengal University.

In the year 2014, 
Yougan represented the 
country in the Youth 
for Peace International 
Workshop held at Bang-
kok in Thailand.

“I initially wanted 
to become a lawyer but 
later shifted my interest 

to Journalism. I always 
wanted to choose a disci-
pline that would help me 
interact more with peo-
ple and the society,” says 
Yougan who is also the 
Co Founder of the digital 
news platform, Sikkim 
Chronicle.

He was awarded with 
Sikkim’s Civilian Award, 
“Sikkim Sewa Samman 
2013”, for his contribu-

tion towards the ield 
of Science and Academ-
ics during the State Day 
event held on 16 May, 
2013.

Further, Yougan has 
also been conferred with 
the Global Youth Award 
for the year 2016 at 
World Youth Conference 
held in Vigyan Bhawan, 
New Delhi from 12-14 
Nov, 2016.

Adding to his achieve-
ments, Yougan was also 
awarded with Sangai 
Young Leader Award 
2016 in Delhi and has 
been nominated for the 
Martha Farell Award 
2018 for giving a voice 
to issues on alternative 
sexualities and gender 
equality.

“The strongest point 
of Sikkimese youth is 
that we have great tal-
ents and ideas and have 
the immense compe-
tency to take up chal-
lenges. Unfortunately, 
we often fail to take 
this strength seriously,” 
he added.

Yougan Tamang conferred National Youth Icon Award 2018

MB Gurung
to take charge 
as new CIC
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 22 F :

Following the demise 
of former Chief Infor-

mation Commissioner, 
KT Chingapa, last month, 
the state government has 
designated MB Gurung 
as the new Chief Infor-
mation Commissioner. 
Mr Gurung is a retired 
technocrat and will take 
charge of the post on 
24 Feb after Governor 
Shriniwas Patil adminis-
ters the oath of of ice to 
the incumbent here at 
Raj Bhawan.

Darjeeling 
govt 
employees 
to get 4 
months 
salary
SUMMIT REPORT
S , 22 F :

An order issued by the 
Finance Department, 

Government of West 
Bengal, dated 27 Nov, 
2017, had declared regu-
lar employees of all Hills 
Sub Divisions of Darjeel-
ing including Gorkhaland 
Territorial Administra-
tion [GTA] eligible for 
their entire salary for 04 
months during strike pe-
riod against adjustment 
of 15 days’ Special Casual 
Leave and accrued Half 
Pay Leave. 

Following the same, 
District Magistrate, 
Darjeeling has directed 
Drawing & Disbursing 
Of icers [DDOs] of GTA 
to place the cheques for 
such employees.

Kalimpong 
Craft Training 
center 
inaugurated 
at East 
Paiyong
SUMMIT REPORT
K , 22  F :

In a bid to revive the old 
glory of Kalimpong arts 

& crafts, Kalimpong Mani 
Trust, a local social or-
ganization, has taken an 
initiative under the Pahal 
of Employment oppor-
tunity in collaboration 
with the West Bengal 
Khadi and Village Indus-
tries Board to open a Ka-
limpong Crafts Training 
Center in the Hills.

Thus far, a total of 13 
such centers have been 
opened in the Darjeel-
ing Hills and today, one 
more was inaugurated 
at East Paiyong under 
Kalimpong Block-2. The 
Center was inaugurated 
in the presence of Subash 
M Singh, chairperson of 
Mani Trust.

Local women will be 
given training in han-
dloom by a specialist 
teacher and also pro-
vided a monthly stipend 
of Rs 3,000 for three 
months.

Mr Singh, in his 
address, shared that 
the goal of the institu-
tion was to make ev-
ery woman in the area 
self-reliant and finan-
cially independent. 

He stressed that 
crafts from Kalimpong 
used to be exported to 
Europe in the olden days, 
a practice which suffered 
a setback during the agi-
tation of the mid-80s and 
never really recovered 
since then.

Now, in a move to 
bring back this lost glory, 
Mani Trust is establish-
ing Kalimpong Craft Cen-
ter, he said.

The aim is to train 
around 2,000 women 
in two years and set 
them off towards a more 
self-dependent future. 

Dr Suberesh 
Bhattacharya is 
NBU’s new VC
S , 22 F : Dr Su-
beresh Bhattacharya has 
joined North Bengal Uni-
versity as its new Vice 
Chancellor today. In his 
address, Dr Bhattacharya 
expressed his desire to 
develop the University to 
its best.
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WRITE US: Readers are invited to 
comment on, criticise, run down, even 
appreciate if they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ 
indecorous language and personal 
attacks, except when against people 
responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be 
ignored. Letters which carry forward 
a conversation or initiate a dialogue 
will command immediate attention 
and receive prominence.  
Mail us at: letters@summittimes.com

The Art of the Dodge
…and this is why problems remain

Only fools would expect USA to do something com-
passionate or considerate. We should have known 

this well from experience and history by now, but since 
the US footprint is so big and prominent across the 
world mindspace, there is no escaping its headlines. 
But not everything that comes out of the US of A is un-
healthy, there are still some lessons one could learn 
well from the American life. In the latest instance, it 
is about this bizarre hyper-violence unique to USA – 
mass shootings in schools. An 18-year-old expelled 
student with a history of violence and even social me-
dia admissions of becoming a “professional” school 
shooter managed to walk into a gun-store, pick up an 
assault ri le, go to his former school, shoot people, ex-
pend what must have been hundreds of bullets, kills 
seventeen people and walk away. This is not the irst 
time such mass shooting has happened in the US. It 
will not be the last because it has now become such a 
divided people that all it requires is an artful dodge by 
the corrupt, compromised and the powerful for sup-
porters to discover the ig leaf behind which they can 
tuck in the ugly pro iteering that puts so many people 
at risk.

So, for once when there is no counter-argument to 
why assault weapons should be so easily available, the 
gun lobby agrees with the protestors and then takes 
the argument away from them by supporting propos-
als which seek that minimum age to be able to legally 
purchase a gun be raised from 18 to 21 and that bump-
stock, a contraption which converts a semi-automatic 
weapon into a rapid iring machine. The Right Wing is 
lapping this up as a major initiative, but neither really 
is a signi icant climb down for the lobby which insists 
that USA remains the most weapon-dense commu-
nity in the world. If there are no many guns around 
without any real need or cause, it is only a matter of 
time before they fall into the wrong hands. Not every 
killer buys a gun legally. The gun lobby also does not 
lose anything in the deal. For one, 18 year olds, even in 
USA, rarely have the money to splurge on guns, so that 
is not a signi icant market segment they are giving up. 
The proposal is also offensive because when one can 
vote, drive and drink at 18, what is the logic behind 
refusing them the right to bear arms. The problem is 
the easy access to weapons, not at what age they are 
available. And then, for all we know, the industry itself 
wanted to do away with bump stocks. Look at it this 
way, why would people purchase a proper fully auto-
matic weapon at exorbitant prices and after deeper 
background scrutiny when they can pick up a cheaper 
add-on and convert the semis into automatic weap-
ons? When they do so, the gun lobby loses potential 
pro its. And then there is this mad proposal to arm and 
train teachers to keep schools safe. The imbeciles who 
propose such villainous plans are clearly not looking 
at safety, but the jump in gun sales that such a move 
will trigger.

And these are the lessons that we everywhere else 
need to draw from art of the dodge that is currently on 
display in USA and has played out often in our country 
too. While one hand held up the obviously required 
ban on Triple Talaq, the other signed a law criminal-
izing it. No one paid enough attention but Triple Talaq 
was banned by the Courts, and it was the Government 
which went ahead and criminalized something which 
had already been declared invalid by the law. A clear 
mischief was at play to make criminals out of the igno-
rant. And then there is the end of subsidy on Haj which 
was billed as inancial prudence. A gaggle of obvious 
misogynists repeat beti-padhao, beti-bachao enough 
times and people applaud then, drowning out the of-
fensive tone of its leaders, the regressive reek of their 
own positions and the emptiness of anything worth-
while being done for gender equality. It is a worry 
when noise can be allowed to run as substance, claims 
accepted as performance and misdirections allowed 
to fool us so easily. And this is why we need to leverage 
our distance and watch what unfolds in shallow US to 
then understand the dodges and hoodwinks we allow 
ourselves to fall for.

DAVID MISLIN
theconversation.com

On Feb. 21, Billy Graham, the evan-
gelical Christian minister who 

was widely regarded as “America’s 
pastor,” died at the age of 99.

Graham is best known for his 
global “crusades” – rallies that at-
tracted crowds in the millions – and 
for the spiritual counsel he provided 
to American presidents for over a 
half-century. But, what is less widely 
known is his contribution to the re-
ligious language in American public 
life. 

Americans before the mid-20th 
century were often ambivalent about 
religious language and images in 
public life. Graham helped change 
that reality.

RELIGION IN AMERICAN 
PUBLIC DISCOURSE

Rhetoric linking the United States 
with a divine power, which Graham 
would later embrace, emerged on a 
large scale with the outbreak of the 
Civil War in 1861. M.R. Watkinson, 
a Pennsylvania clergyman, encour-
aged the placement of “In God We 
Trust” on coins at the war’s outset in 
order to help the North’s cause. Such 
language, Watkinson wrote, would 
“place us openly under the divine 
protection.”

In 1864, with the Civil War still 
raging, a group supported by the 
North’s major Protestant denomi-
nations began advocating to change 
the preamble of the Constitution. 
The proposed language would have 
declared that Americans recognized 
“Almighty God as the source of all 
authority and power in civil govern-
ment.”

If the amendment’s supporters 
had succeeded in having their way, 
Christian belief would be deeply em-
bedded in the United States govern-
ment.

But, such invocations of God in 
national politics were not to last. De-
spite lobbying by major Protestant 
denominations such as the Method-
ists, this so-called Sovereignty of God 
amendment was never rati ied.

Though “In God We Trust” was 
added to coins, it was not added 

to the increasingly common paper 
money. In fact, when coins were re-
designed late in the 19th century, it 
disappeared from coins as well.

As I demonstrate in my book, 
these developments were related 
to the spread of secularism in the 
post-Civil War U.S. For many people 
at the time, placing religious language 
in the Constitution or on symbols of 
government was not consistent with 
American ideals.

GRAHAM’S INFLUENCE ON 
RELIGIOUS POLITICS

In the 1950s, however, religious lan-
guage found its way into government 
and politics, due in no small part to 
Billy Graham.

In 1953, at the strong encourage-
ment of Graham, President Dwight 
Eisenhower held the irst National 
Prayer Breakfast, an event that brings 
together political, military and corpo-
rate leaders in Washington, D.C., usu-
ally on the irst Thursday of February. 

In the following years, Eisenhow-
er signed a bill placing the phrase “In 
God We Trust” on all American cur-
rency and the phrase was adopted as 
the irst of icial motto of the United 
States.

Both of these developments re-
lected the desire to emphasize 

Americans’ religious commitment 
in the early years of the Cold War. 
Historians such as Jonathan Herzog 
have chronicled how leaders such as 
Eisenhower and Graham stressed the 
strong faith of the nation in setting 
the U.S. apart from the godlessness of 
Soviet communism. But, there were 
domestic concerns as well. Princeton 
University historian Kevin Kruse has 
shown that religious language was 
not merely rhetoric against commu-
nism.

Indeed, this belief in American 
religiosity had emerged over several 
decades. Conservative businessmen 
had allied with ministers and evan-
gelical leaders such as Billy Graham, 
to combat the social welfare policies 
and government expansion that be-
gan with Franklin Roosevelt’s New 
Deal. These wide-ranging programs, 
designed to tackle the Great Depres-
sion, irked many conservatives. They 
objected to government intervention 
in business and Roosevelt’s support 
for labor unions.

As Kruse notes, this alliance of 
conservative business leaders and 
ministers linked “faith, freedom, and 
free enterprise.”

To be sure, Billy Graham was not 
singularly responsible for all of these 

developments. But as his biographers 
have noted, he loomed large in the re-
ligious politics of the 1950s.

GRAHAM’S LEGACY
The prevalence of religious language 
in U.S. politics that Graham helped 
inspire continues to this day. Indeed, 
the Trump administration has been 
particularly swift to employ it.

In his address to the National 
Prayer Breakfast on Feb. 8, President 
Donald Trump emphasized the cen-
trality of faith in American life. After 
describing the country as a “nation of 
believers,” Trump declared that “our 
rights are not given to us by man” but 
“come from our Creator.”

These remarks came a week after 
Trump linked religion with American 
identity in his irst State of the Union 
address. On Jan. 30, he similarly in-
voked “In God We Trust” while pro-
claiming an “American way” in which 
“faith and family, not government and 
bureaucracy, are the center of the 
American life.”

Trump’s language captured the 
linking of faith and public life that 
Graham encouraged as he rose to 
fame nearly 70 years ago.

[the writer is Assistant 
Professor of Intellectual Her-

itage, Temple University]

KAYONDA HUBERT 
NGAMABA
theconversation.com

What makes people hap-
py? This question can 

be dif icult to answer. Hap-
piness has been discussed 
throughout history. Philoso-
phers, thinkers and activists, 
such as Aristippus, Aristotle, 
Zhuangzi, Jean Jacques Rous-
seau, Jeremy Benthan and 
Bertrand Russell, have con-
sidered happiness and life 
satisfaction to be one of the 
highest goals of human moti-
vation.

But happiness and life 
satisfaction can be tricky to 
de ine. While both make up 
part of a person’s well-being, 
happiness refers to an indi-
vidual’s emotions, feelings or 
moods. Life satisfaction, on 
the other hand, is more to do with the way people 
might think about their life as a whole – including 
their relationships.

Previous research suggests the “happy person” 
is young, healthy, well-educated, well-paid, opti-
mistic and extroverted. The same research found 
the happiest people tend to be religious, married, 
with high self-esteem and job morale and modest 
aspirations. It seems your gender and level of intel-
ligence don’t necessarily come into it.

Research suggests that around the world, over 
84% of people belong to or are connected to a re-
ligious group. And our recent research looks at 
whether different religions experience different 
levels of happiness and life satisfaction. The ind-
ings show that individual religiosity and their 
country’s level of development both affect people’s 
happiness and life satisfaction.

HAPPINESS RESEARCH
Our study looks at a large number of different reli-
gious groups across 100 countries – from 1981 to 

2014 – using data from the World Value Survey.
Our indings suggest that Protestants, Bud-

dhists and Roman Catholics are happier and more 
satis ied with their lives, compared with other 
groups. Jews, Hindus, Muslims, and the non-reli-
gious were in between, while Orthodox Christians 
were found to have the lowest happiness and life 
satisfaction rates.

In our research, we found that many factors 
were positively associated with happiness and life 
satisfaction. These included being Protestant, fe-
male, married and younger (16 to 24 years old). 
The household’s inancial situation also came into 
it, as did a person’s state of health and freedom of 
choice.

We discovered that national pride and trust 
were important in terms of happiness rankings, as 
was having friends, family and leisure time. Attend-
ing weekly religious practice was also discovered 
to be an important factor. On the other hand, being 
unemployed and on a low income was negatively 
associated with happiness and life satisfaction.

A closer look at the mag-
nitude of the association be-
tween these factors and hap-
piness and life satisfaction 
revealed that health, inan-
cial stability and freedom of 
choice, or control over one’s 
life were the most important 
factors. But more research 
needs to be done to under-
stand why some religious 
groups are happier and more 
satis ied than others.

A GLOBAL OBJECTIVE
In recent years, interest in 
well-being research has 
surged – with economists 
such as Nobel laureate Jo-
seph Stiglitz agreeing it is 
time to shift the emphasis 
from measuring economic 
production, to measuring 
people’s happiness and life 
satisfaction.

But to make human happiness the overall guide to 
human progress requires good data on the quality of 
human lives – and this is something that is sadly still 
lagging in most countries. 

In the meantime, it might be worth both indi-
viduals and governments engaging with positive 
psychology. New research shows that schools 
teaching positive psychology radically improves 
the happiness of pupils in countries as varied as 
Peru, China, Bhutan and Australia.

It’s clear then that while happiness can mean 
different things to different people, there are some 
fundamental uniting principles that make us more 
likely to feel happy or unhappy. And as our ind-
ings suggest, by improving access to healthcare 
and supporting their basic inancial needs, govern-
ments can do much to help boost people’s well-be-
ing and life satisfaction.

[the writer is Research Associ-
ate, Social Policy and Social Work De-

partment, University of York]

Are religious people happier than 
non-religious people?

How Billy Graham’s legacy
lives on in American life
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3901 3925 3935 3947 3964 3969 4009 4022 4089 4111
4133 4136 4145 4150 4153 4184 4187 4196 4202 4213
4322 4385 4412 4413 4425 4442 4446 4517 4567 4573
4575 4643 4662 4755 4764 4825 4888 4894 4897 4931
4946 4957 4984 4993 5004 5129 5159 5207 5238 5244
5250 5265 5288 5318 5333 5353 5358 5411 5412 5414
5448 5523 5539 5549 5594 5598 5630 5634 5636 5665
5673 5712 5732 5796 5819 5822 5878 5957 5958 5997
Issued by:
The Commissioner,
ARUNACHAL PRADESH STATE LOTTERIES,ITANAGAR.

 MIZORAM STATE LOTTERIES
 LABHLAXMI CANCER

 Draw No:3 DrawDate on:22/02/18
 1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 3221
 2nd Prize Rs.1,000/- 3211 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 6955
 4th Prize Rs.300/- 3251 5th Prize Rs.  203/- 4527
 6th Prize Rs.100/-
 1010 1046 1070 1074 1093 1104 1107 1112 1132 1133
 1163 1239 1243 1244 1308 1312 1331 1332 1339 1360
 1389 1404 1507 1562 1572 1575 1669 1677 1679 1685
 1687 1706 1716 1719 1723 1758 1776 1811 1814 1864
 1865 1894 1896 1911 1944 1963 1971 1972 1976 2006
 2008 2009 2010 2086 2102 2114 2142 2156 2183 2190
 2208 2227 2238 2305 2318 2326 2347 2361 2363 2381
 2403 2404 2414 2518 2532 2549 2569 2570 2642 2767
 2812 2877 2883 2896 2916 2932 2946 2983 3033 3038
 3068 3094 3159 3177 3188 3233 3240 3272 3342 3435
 3438 3485 3513 3544 3577 3597 3599 3602 3623 3658
 3671 3701 3769 3781 3793 3845 3850 3859 3880 3911
 3934 4031 4044 4057 4099 4108 4129 4135 4175 4229
 4251 4316 4318 4332 4344 4384 4388 4422 4431 4437
 4444 4447 4497 4544 4549 4583 4589 4612 4641 4674
 4684 4694 4698 4775 4794 4809 4827 4838 4840 4846
 4868 4926 4939 4943 4980 4983 4997 5021 5034 5053
 5059 5102 5106 5108 5192 5205 5254 5337 5357 5402
 5418 5432 5451 5465 5517 5537 5584 5631 5639 5767
 5769 5805 5811 5814 5816 5830 5863 5915 5932 5937
 5947 5964 5968 5972 5997 6001 6012 6045 6107 6125
 6160 6193 6261 6278 6285 6344 6345 6370 6415 6429
 6475 6557 6576 6595 6602 6610 6615 6642 6652 6680
 6748 6779 6838 6875 6879 6920 6946 6947 6970 6993
Issued by:
The Director ,Mizoram State Lotteries,
For result please visit: www.mizoramlotteries.comRANGPO MUNICIPALITY

RANGPO NAGAR PANCHAYAT
EAST DISTRICT, RANGPO, SIKKIK

Email: rangpo.municipality@gmail.com

TENDER NOTICE
Sealed Tenders are invited from the Individuals, Registered Cooperative Societies based in the jurisdiction of Rangpo 

Nagar Panchayat for the Bazaar Contract and Car Parking for the fi nancial year 2018-2019.
The details of the contract and tender documents can be obtained from the Offi  ce of the Rangpo Nagar Panchayat at 

IBM, NH-10, Rangpo from 1.3.2018 to 8.3.2018 during working days from 10 AM to 3 PM.

First Date for the Sale of Tender Documents 1.3.2018

Last Date for the Sale of Tender Documents 8.3.2018

Last Date for Submission of Tender Forms 10.3.2018UPTO(1300 HRS) 

Date of Opening of Separate Tenders of Bazaar Contract and Car 
Parking by Tender Opening Committee

10.3.2018
(1400 HRS)

CONTACT DETAILS : Municipal Assistant,78639-09396
Sd-

MUNICIPAL EXECUTIVE OFFICER
RANGPO NAGAR PANCHAYAT

SINGTAM NAGAR PANCHAYAT
SINGTAM, SIKKIM

email : singtam.municipality@gmail.com

TENDER NOTICE
Sealed Tenders are invited from the Individuals, Registered Cooperative Societies based in the 

jurisdiction of Singtam Nagar Panchayat for the Bazaar Contract and Car Parking for the fi nancial year 
2018-2019.

The details of the contract and tender documents can be obtained from the Offi  ce of the Singtam 
Nagar Panchayat , Singtam from 5.3.2018 to 12.3.2018 during working days from 10 AM to 3 PM.

First Date for the Sale of Tender Documents    5.3.2018
Last Date for the Sale of Tender Documents    12.3.2018
Last Date for Submission of Tender Forms   14.3.2018UPTO (1300 HRS)
Date of Opening of Separate Tenders of 
Bazaar Contract and Car Parking by Tender Opening Committee 14.3.2018 (1400 HRS)

CONTACT DETAILS : Municipal Head Assistant,94740-56128
Sd-

MUNICIPAL EXECUTIVE OFFICER
SINGTAM NAGAR PANCHAYAT

LOST: I, Jharna Pradhan, D/o Suresh 
Kumar Pradhan, permanent resident of 
Singtam bazaar have lost my pass cer-
tifi cate of class X and XII while travelling 
from Gangtok to Singtam in a local taxi on 
7/Feb/2018. If found, kindly contact the 
following phone numbers: 9434203949 
(father) and 8372872901 (Jharna Prad-
han). A suitable reward will be given to 
the one who fi nds the pass certifi cates.

K , F  22 (PTI): Fif-
ty-nine percent of the candidates 
for the February 27 Assembly 
elections in Nagaland are crore-
patis with JD(U) nominee Ra-
mongo Lotha being the richest 
among them with a total wealth 
of Rs 38.92 crore, an analysis of 
the af idavits revealed.

The Association of Demo-
cratic Reforms (ADR), which 
analysed the af idavits of 193 
aspirants out of a total of 196 
candidates, found out that 114 
candidates are crorepatis.

The indings were an-
nounced by Hekani Jakhalu of 
YouthNet Nagaland, a promi-
nent youth organisation, at a 
press meet here yesterday

The af idavits of three candi-
dates could not be analysed as 
their af idavits in the public do-
main of the Nagaland Chief Elec-
toral Of icer was not at all clear, 

Jakhalu said.
Lotha, a retired IAS of i-

cer, has movable assets worth 
Rs 22,81,960 and immovable 
assets at Rs 38,69,40,000 tak-
ing his total wealth to Rs 38.92 
crore, the ADR analysis said.

The JD(U) nominee is con-
testing the elections from Sanis 
seat in Wokha district.

Akavi N Zhimomi ighting on 
APP ticket from Ghaspani-I as-
sembly seat in his af idavit has 
shown nil movable and immov-
able assets, the analysis said.

Nagland Chief Minister T R 
Zeliang contesting on Naga Peo-
ple’s Front (NPF) ticket from Pe-
ren seat has declared in his af i-
davit that his total assets (both 
movable and immovable) are 
worth Rs 3.52 crore, it said.

Former three-time chief 
minister and NDPP nominee 
from Northern Agamai-II seat 

Neiphiu Rio has movable assets 
worth Rs 15.37 crore.

Another former chief min-
ister K L Chishi has total assets 
of Rs 38.20 crore but he also has 
the highest liabilities among all 
the candidates at Rs 89 lakh, the 
analysis said. The other candi-
dates with meagre assets are T 
Ngampai, Chinkai Konya and K 
Kiko Konyak, Jakhalu said.

Ngampai is the Congress 
candidate from Phomching seat 
and has total assets worth Rs 
5,000, the analysis said.

Konya, the NPF nominee 
from Tehok seat, has total assets 
of Rs 10,000 while K Kiko Kon-
yak, the NDPP candidate from 
Moka constituency, has total as-
sets of Rs 20,000.

While 46 candidates have as-
sets valued at Rupees ive crore 
and above, 42 aspirants have 
assets at Rupees two crore and 

above, the analysis said.
Sixty nominees have assets 

worth Rs 50 lakh and above, 26 
aspirants have assets at Rs 10 
lakh and above and 19 are in 
possession of assets valued at 
less than Rs 10 lakh, it said.

Altogether 27 candidates 
have not declared their sourc-
es of income in their af idavits, 
Jakhalu said.

The ADR analysis also found 
three candidates have declared 
criminal cases against them-
selves. The candidates are one 
each from the NPF, NDPP and BJP.

While three candidates are 
illiterate, 16 candidates are 
class-8 pass and ive are doctor-
ates, the analysis said.

Only seven candidates are 
between 25 years and 30 years, 
29 candidates are between 31 
years and 40 years and the rest 
are above 40 years.

59 pc candidates in Nagaland polls
are crorepatis: ADR

K , F  22 (PTI): 
Popular author Chetan 
Bhagat feels scoring 
high percentage in board 
examinations is not 
enough, students should 
also know how to market 
themselves.

The author was 
speaking at a session 
on the ‘Impact of Digital 
Co-creation in Business 
Revolution’ organised by 
an engineering college 
here yesterday.

“Can the guy who 
scores good marks but 
cannot communicate get 
a job?” the ‘Five Point 
Someone’ writer asked.

Advising the students 
that they should know 
how to market them-
selves, he said, “Ameri-
cans are good at market-
ing, they are the best at 
marketing.”

Sharing his insights 
on education, the author 
of many best-sellers such 
as ‘The 3 Mistakes of My 
Life’ and ‘2 States’ said, 
there is a need to change 
the present education 
system to enable the 
students connect their 
knowledge with real life.

Students must have 
read in history books that 
Vasco Da Gama came to 
India in 1498, Bhagat said.

“Questions came in 
examinations, we an-
swered and got marks. 
But then what? It was 
never taught in schools 
how Vasco Da Gama es-
tablished links with the 
local people in that age of 

zero network connectivi-
ty,” he said.

“Nor did we try to 
know as we were just hap-
py to get those 2 marks for 
the answer that Vasco Da 
Gama had arrived in India 
in 1498,” he said. The au-
thor, also a motivational 
speaker, said he believes 
that hard work can take 
people to places.

If the students want 
success, they should real-
ise that their approach to 
life should be “Each pain I 
weather will pave my path 
(for success),” he said. 
Bhagat told the audience, 
“If you really want to be 
successful, don’t think life 
is without struggle.”

Bhagat, who has also 
penned scripts for sever-
al bollywood ilms, said, 
“Just think about Salman 
Khan who does two hour 
workout daily to look and 
stay it. Considering that 
he can take it easy after 
attaining so much success 
and fame, it is inspiring to 
see how he struggles and 
works hard.”

The writer of sever-
al paperbacks includ-
ing ‘One Night at the 
Call Centre’ called upon 
the young generation 
to study, work and then 
have fun at spare time.

An IIT-Delhi and 
IIM-Ahmedabad alum-
nus, Bhagat had a 
high-pro ile banking job 
for 11 years. He quit his 
investment banking ca-
reer in 2009, to focus on 
writing.

Students should know how
to market themselves:

Chetan Bhagat
M , F  22 (PTI): 
Online video consump-
tion grew almost ive 
times in the country in 
2017, with 96 per cent 
of all usage focused on 
long-form video, accord-
ing to a report.

With affordable 
data prices, the last 12 
months have seen high-
er video consumption in 
smaller towns, which are 
contributing more to the 
phenomenon, Star In-

dia’s streaming platform 
Hotstar’s India Watch 
Report noted.

“This marks an in lec-
tion point in India where 
the early years of online 
video were characterised 
by short-form consumption 
as users were deeply fearful 
of data charges,” it said.

It observed that the 
small screen is the pre-
ferred medium as more 
than 90 per cent of time 
is spent watching on the 

mobile, and an average 
user spends upto 2.5 
times more watch time on 
mobile content, the web.

Hotstar, which has 
over 350 million follow-
ers, found that 96 per cent 
of watch time on its plat-
form comes from videos 
longer than 20 minutes.

Cities with popula-
tions between 1 lakh and 
10 lakh clocked the high-
est growth in watch time 
at 4.3 times and many 

cities like Moradabad (22 
times), Allahabad (13 
times), Hubli (12 times) 
and Sonipat (12 times) 
are making big leaps, 
even above the overall 
national index growth, it 
pointed out.

While noting that the 
gender gap in access to 
data persists, it said af-
fordability is opening up 
new opportunities for 
women, especially for 
those in smaller cities.

Online video consumption grows 5 times in 2017: Report

K , F  22 (PTI): 
The Tea Board today 
pitched for a preferential 
trade agreement in tea 
between China and India 
to boost exports of black 
tea and imports of green 
tea.

Tea Board chairman 
P K Bezbaruah said here 
that India and China 
were not competitors as 
far as tea was concerned, 
but rather complement-
ed each other.

On both sides, the 
duties at present were 
extremely prohibitive 
which was restricting 
exports from both the 
directions and needed 
to be lowered, he said 
speaking for the prefer-
ential trade pact before 
a 22-member business 
delegation from Dali pre-
fecture in China.

Eighty percent of Chi-
na’s annual tea produc-
tion is green tea and 18 
percent Oolong variety, 
while 98 per cent of the 
beverage produced in In-

dia annually is black tea.
China’s annual pro-

duction was 2600 million 
kilograms, while India’s 
was half of that, he said.

India exports around 
seven to eight million 
kg of tea to China, while 
the the latter’s exports 
of green tea to India was 
not signi icant.

About non-tariff bar-
riers in both the sides, he 
said that there should be 
harmonisation of max-
imum residue limit for 
different pesticides by 
both the countries.

Bezbaruah also ad-
vocated greater collab-
oration in research with 
Chinese universities.

The Dali delegation 
was headed by Chen Jian, 
secretary of Committee 
of Communist Party of 
China (CPC) of the pre-
fecture.

The business dele-
gates comprised areas of 
walnut, textile, tea, natu-
ral spring water, tourism, 
education and culture.

Tea Board for
preferential trade 

pact between 
India, China

Boy saves 
uncle from 
crocodile 
attack in 
Odisha
K  (O -

), F  22 (PTI): A 
12-year-old boy from a 
remote village in Odis-
ha’s Kendrapara district 
has shown exemplary 
courage and presence 
of mind to save his un-
cle from a crocodile, a 
forest official said here 
today.

The survivor, Binod 
Mallick, a 26-year-old 
isherman from Kandira 

village of the district, suf-
fered multiple injuries on 
his hand and thigh in the 
attack and is undergoing 
treatment at a govern-
ment-run hospital in Ra-
jnagar, he said.
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GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
OFFICE OF THE CONSERVATOR OF FOREST (TERRITORIAL)

FORESTS, ENVIRONMENT& WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT
DEORALI 737102, GANGTOK

TENDER NOTICE
Sealed tenders are invited by the Forest Environment and Wildlife Management Department to grant license for temporary collection of 

loose boulders, sand and stone from the following sites for the period 1st April to 31st December, 2018. Interested parties may collect 
the tender forms from 1st March to 15th March 2018 within offi  ce hours, from the concerned Divisional Forest Offi  ce (Territorial). The last date of 
submission of the form is 22nd March 2018 before 12:00 noon to the concerned Divisional Forest Offi  cer (Territorial) in their respective district 
offi  ces at Gangtok/Mangan/Namchi and Gyalshing. 
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS:-
Terms and condition proposed for the tender process are as follows:-

1. Tender form should be collected from the offi  ce of the concerned Divisional Forest Offi  cer (Territorial) after depositing State Bank of Sikkim 
BR (in favour of 0406-01-800-04 forest revenue) for  Rs. 500/- which  is non-refundable.

2. Proportionate off set price for Tender for temporary collection of loose boulders, sand and stone is calculated @ 75% of Rs. 4.00 per sq. ft. 
(i.e. off set  tender price = 0.75x4x total area of the site in square feet).

3. 10% of the off set tender amount shall be the Earnest Money payable by TDR of the State Bank of Sikkim in favour of concerned Divisional 
Forest offi  cer (Territorial).  The TDR of the unsuccessful bidders shall be returned to the respective participants.

4. The highest bid for each temporary collection site of loose boulders, stone and sand shall be accepted as the successful bid and the 
license for the period from 1st April 2018 to 31st December 2018 would be granted to the party off ering it on  payment of the bid amount 
in full, as detailed in Sl. no. 11 below.

5. No Tender shall be accepted after 12 p.m of 22nd March 2018.
6. Tender form should be supported with residential certifi cate from Panchayat (to prove his/her nativity in the particular Panchayat unit falling 

under Forest Range), TDR and Sikkim Subject/COI.
7. The area earmarked for auction is open for inspection if anybody so desires. For this he/she needs to contact the respective Range Offi  cer 

within whose jurisdiction the area falls. 
8. Department is not responsible for the approach road for any temporary collection of loose boulders, stone and sand.  Any complication in 

it should be sorted out by the successful tenderer.
9. No subletting of License will be allowed.
10. Furnishing of any wrong information or documents shall be liable to the cancellation of license and the amount paid will not be refunded.
11. Successful bidders shall make the payment in full to the offi  ce of the DFO (T) concerned latest by 28 March 2018, vide  Demand Draft, 

Bank Challan and collect his/her License; failing which his/her tender acceptance shall be cancelled without any notice thereof and Ear-
nest Money forfeited.

12. Applicant should be the resident of the same Territorial Range and the Gram Panchayat where the site for temporary collection of loose 
boulders, stone and sand for which the tender is being submitted, is located.

13. He/She should be a Domicile of Sikkim and possess a relevant Sikkim Subject Certifi cate/COI
14. He/She should not be employed in any Government or other Public Sector or Private Enterprises.
15. He/She shall abide by the provision of Labour Laws with regard to the engagement of labour in his/her site.
16. He/She shall compensate any losses suff ered by any person or the Government as a consequence of collection related activities, in a 

manner as may be fi xed by Government.
17. He/She shall ensure that the full quantity of produce commensurate with the cost charged shall be supplied to the consumers.
18. He/She shall not operate the temporary collection of loose boulders, stone and sand after expiry of his/her license.
19. License holder has to maintain the sale proceeding register, pay the applicable taxes to the Government.
20. The Government shall call tenders immediately and issue a fresh license in respect of any temporary collection of loose boulders, stone 

and sand that may be discontinued by a License holder for any reason during the validity period of his License and the tender shall be 
accepted only for the unexpired term of the original License.

21. The successful tenderer, after obtaining the license from the concerned DFO (T) shall print and issue Challan of the produce which will be 
carried by the driver of the vehicle.  This is necessary to avoid illegal operation of the collection site.

22. The use of excavators and practice of dredging for collection of produce has been prohibited, as one of the condition in the Environmental 
Clearance.

23. The Government shall reserve the right to stop the operation of any temporary collection of loose boulders, stone and sand if it deems its 
continued operation to be detrimental to the public interest.

24. Tender Committee reserves the right to cancel or reject any of the tender, if the committee is satisfi ed second person shall be considered 
in case of failure of actual successor instead or calling fresh tenders.

25. License holder should not sell the materials more than the prices notifi ed by the Department.
26. Any other conditions as may be imposed by the Government from time to time.
27. The PCCF-cum-Principal Secretary, Forest Env. & Wildlife Management Department shall reserve the right to accept or reject any or all 

tenders without assigning any reason thereof.
28. For tender notice interested persons/parties may visit the following website:
www.sikkimforest.govt.in or www.sikenvis.nic.in

N.W. TAMANG, IFS
CONSERVATOR OF FOREST 

TERRITORIAL CIRCLE
R.O. No: 579/IPR/PUB/Classi/17-18 Date: 21/02/2018

ZAFRI MUDASSER NOFIL
N  D , F  22 (PTI): Soma-
lian author Nadifa Mohamed says 
she is constantly enraged by con-
licts and unrest across the globe 

and the only way she can calm her-
self and contribute anything mean-
ingful is responding in a measured 
way through her novels.

“There has to be respect for hu-
man life that you don’t let people 
die. That’s the line you don’t cross. 
And I feel that this line has been 
crossed,” she rues.

“I am very aware of how much 
the present situation, present fears 
have impacted my ability to re-
spond in any kind of measured way. 
And the only way I can respond in 

a measured way is through iction 
and my novel,” London-based Mo-
hamed, who was in India recently 
for the Jaipur Literature Festival, 
told PTI.

“I am constantly enraged by the 
news of con licts, atrocities and 
unrest and the only way I can calm 
myself and contribute anything 
meaningful is through my novels 
written after adequate research,” 
she says.

According to Mohammed, eco-
nomic depressions like the Great 
Recession always bring out the 
most violent, most irrational re-
sponses politically.

“That’s what we are seeing, we 
are seeing it in the West, we are see-

ing it in the Muslim world, we are 
seeing it in too many places. The 
underlying reasons have been there 
for long and probably they are re-
curring. The recent energy behind 
the con licts we are seeing, the in-
stability we are seeing may be due 
to the gratuity loss,” she says.

Mohamed, a Granta best young 
British novelist, is working on her 
third novel which is about miscar-
riage of justice and deals with a 
murder case from the 1950s.

“The book has been in my mind 
for about 10 years. I intended it to 
be a very short and tight novel but 
it is now almost 600 pages long. It 
is very, very historical. It has got 
real life characters,” she says.

For her, what becomes a novel is 
something that gets under her skin. 
“It might be personal too. I have 
written a lot about my family or 
something that relates to a feeling 
I have had for a long period of time.”

She thinks she has been get-
ting deeper and deeper in trying 
to understand what people have 
been talking about constantly dis-
crimination, justice, migration, 
self-identity.

“So I think the novel is still pre-
cious for that. There is no other 
way I know that you sit with some-
one, you sit with the story for days 
and days and really absorb it. I am 
not convinced that I have as much 
as of a transformative effect on 

the reader but it just grabs a more 
meaningful attention from them 
than anything else that I can think 
of,” says Mohammed, who was 
born in the Somali city of Hargeisa 
in 1981 while Somalia was falling 
deeper into dictatorship.

In 1986, she moved to Lon-
don with her family in what she 
thought was a temporary move 
but a couple of years later it be-
came permanent as war broke out 
in Somalia.

Her father’s stories were the 
basis of her debut novel “Black 
Mamba Boy”.

Mohammed s next work “The 
Orchard of Lost Souls”, set in Har-
geisa, is the story of three women 

- nine-year-old Deqo, an orphan 
born and raised in the Saba’ad ref-
ugee camp; Kawsar, a well-off wid-
ow in her 50s whose late husband 
was the city’s chief of police before 
the public of ices were purged; and 
Filsan, an ambitious young soldier 
in her late 20s.

On migration of authors to oth-
er countries, she says, I have no-
ticed that many writers, not surely 
they are refugees, but they have 
moved either a lot or one big time 
in their childhood. So there must 
be something to do with leaving 
one world behind and entering a 
new world at a very formative age 
that enables or switches on the 
writer’s mind.

Novels my way to respond in measured way: Nadifa Mohamed
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EtCETERA

ARIES: A change of scene is 
in store for you, Aries. It’s un-
clear whether or not this is a 
voluntary move, but it’s clear 
that chaos and confusion reign 
over the next few days. There 
is much to be done. Fortunate-
ly, your organizational abilities 
will serve you well. You don 
your general’s hat, wield your 
clipboard like a sword, and get 
everybody doing your bidding. 
The move is completed in re-
cord time!
TAURUS: It’s possible that 
you could fear for your job to-
day, Taurus. Fortunately, those 
fears are unfounded. There is 
a lot of upheaval occurring at 
work. You’re best advised to 
steer clear of it, if you can. If 
you continue to do your job 
well, you’re likely to receive a 
bonus or promotion as a result 

of your eff orts. You’ve earned 
it.
GEMINI: It’s hard to deny the 
power of a chemical reaction 
to another person. You’ll likely 
meet someone today or perhaps 
you’ve just met someone who 
has a strong infl uence on you, 
Gemini. You can’t get this per-
son out of your mind. It isn’t 
clear whether this is a one-time 
fl ing or a long-term romance. 
Whatever it turns out to be, 
you’re thrilled to be feeling so 
excited and alive.
CANCER: “The person who 
dies with the most toys wins” 
may well be your philosophy, 
Cancer. And today you cer-
tainly move ahead in the race 
as you add yet another techno-
logical wonder to your home. 
What is it this time? A scanner, 
digital camera, DVD player, or 

all of the above? It’s a small in-
dulgence for all the hard work 
you do. If these things really 
give you such pleasure, then 
you deserve to have them.
LEO: Today you could sit 
down at the computer for just 
a minute to research some-
thing on the Internet and wind 
up spending most of the after-
noon entranced by what you’re 
reading, Leo. You could very 
well stumble upon some infor-
mation on the occult and mys-
ticism. It’s always fascinated 
you, and now that you’ve be-
gun learning, you don’t want to 
stop. Perhaps you could enroll 
in a workshop and mingle with 
others who share a similar in-
terest.
VIRGO: You’ve always had a 
knack for all things fi nancial, 
Virgo, but today your ability 

is especially enhanced. You’ve 
discovered all the free invest-
ing information available over 
the Internet, and you absorb 
it like a sponge. Your natu-
ral fi scal sense enables you to 
separate the nonsense from the 
sound investment advice. Your 
portfolio and your mood bene-
fi t immediately!
LIBRA: Keep your eyes wide 
open today, Libra, as you 
may meet the person of your 
dreams! Or you could stumble, 
literally, upon a stack of cash. 
It’s likely to be a most unusu-
al day, so keep your wits about 
you and your mind open to 
all possibilities. If an intrigu-
ing new business opportunity 
comes your way, don’t accept it 
right immediately. Take down 
all the information and review 
it when life has settled down 

somewhat.
SCORPIO: A change of pro-
fession may be in the stars for 
you, Scorpio, or a change of 
hobby at the very least. The 
latest technological advances 
have really captured your inter-
est. Making fi lms, in particular, 
gets your creative juices fl ow-
ing. Perhaps it’s time to sign 
up for a weekend workshop or 
splurge on that video camera 
you’ve been eyeing. The di-
version will do you a world of 
good.
SAGITTARIUS: You’re like-
ly to be feeling the tug of dis-
tant lands, Sagittarius. Today 
you could stop at the travel 
agent’s offi  ce, the one you’ve 
walked by countless times, and 
stare at the pictures. Thailand, 
Hong Kong, and New Zealand 
are just a few of the places 

you’d like to see. The pictures 
look so enticing. Go ahead. 
Plan such a trip, although it’s 
likely to be only a temporary 
diversion. Your wanderlust in-
dicates a fundamental restless-
ness that must be resolved.
CAPRICORN: Change, even 
when it’s for the better, can 
sometimes be a little scary, Cap-
ricorn. You could feel some hes-
itation about taking a new job 
or upgrading your home. Nev-
ertheless, you’re being given a 
terrifi c opportunity. If you don’t 
seize it, you’ll likely regret it for 
the rest of your life. What’s oc-
curring is for the best, so stretch 
your arms up high and reach for 
that brass ring!
AQUARIUS: There are plenty 
of opportunities out there, and 
you’re tempted to seize every 
one of them. Well, Aquarius, 

a bit of discrimination is in 
order if you’re going to make 
the best use of the auspicious 
atmosphere. Travel is defi nitely 
in the picture, as is continuing 
your education in some way. 
It could be something simple, 
such as enrolling in a cooking 
class at an adult education cen-
ter. Or perhaps you’re going to 
fulfi ll a lifelong ambition and 
apply to business school. Good 
for you!
PISCES: You’re likely to re-
ceive a windfall of some sort 
today. Be cautious with it, Pi-
sces. If you invest it wisely, it 
will serve you long and well. 
Your curiosity has been piqued 
about some rather esoteric sub-
jects, perhaps the dark arts. 
Why not visit your local library 
to check out some books on 
these topics of interest?
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DAPPER GIRLS!: [L-R] Jenna Fischer, Angela Kinsey, Heather Graham, Stephanie 
Beatriz, and Molly Shannon attend the after party for the premiere of Momentum 
Pictures’ “Half Magic” at The London West Hollywood in West Hollywood, California.

South London grime superstar 
Stormzy beat Ed Sheeran to the 

main prizes in a surprise result at the 
Brit Awards.

Stormzy, who seemed overwhelmed 
when he won best British male and best 
British album for Gang Signs and Prayer, 
also closed the show and criticised the 
PM’s handling of the Grenfell tragedy.

Sheeran did’t go home emp-
ty-handed - he was given the global 
success award.

Dua Lipa won best British female 
and the breakthrough award, while 
Gorillaz were named best British 
group.

But the night belonged to Stormzy, 
who held his head in his hands as he 
walked to the stage to accept best 
male, and fell to the ground when he 
was named winner of British album.

He told the crowd Gang Signs And 
Prayer - the UK’s irst grime album to 
reach number one last March - was 
“the hardest thing” he had done and 
gave “all the glory to God”.

He said: “I’ve never worked on 
something like this in my life. We 
made something I feel that is undeni-
able, that I can stand by today.”

The star also used a freestyle be-
tween songs at the end of the show 
to deliver a blistering criticism of 
the Prime Minister’s handling of the 
Grenfell Tower ire.

“Yo, Theresa May, where’s that 
money for Grenfell?” he rapped. 
“What, you thought we just forgot 
about Grenfell?”

Ed Sheeran had the biggest com-
mercial success of 2017, but won’t 
have begrudged Stormzy his wins 
- before the ceremony, he said he 
wanted the Croydon rapper to win 
best album.

“I think he made the album of the 
year, personally,” Sheeran told BBC 5 
live. The pair performed together at 
last year’s show on a remix of Shape 
of You.

Meanwhile, Dua Lipa was the only 
other artist to walk away with two 

awards at the ceremony, in London’s 
O2 Arena.

In one of the night’s most touch-
ing moments, she took her younger 
brother and sister on stage as she 
accepted her award for best break-
through and told them, with millions 
watching: “I love you.”

Dua Lipa was one of many artists 
who wore white roses or rose badges 
on the red carpet as a mark of sup-
port for the Time’s Up and Me Too 
movements.

Ellie Goulding, who presented 
best international female, had a dig 
at the Grammy Awards and their boss 
Neil Portnow, who said women need-
ed to “step up” in the music industry.

The British star said: “We’re very 
proud to be women and I think we 
can all agree we’ve been stepping up 
for years.”

Meanwhile, in a poignant tribute 
to the victims of last May’s Manches-
ter Arena attack, Liam Gallagher per-
formed a rendition of Oasis hit Live 
Forever, accompanied by cello and 
acoustic guitar.

He was introduced by fellow Man-
cunian Gary Barlow, who paid trib-
ute to the 22 “innocent, music-loving 
people” who lost their lives.

Ariana Grande had been due to 
perform that section of the show, but 
was unable to travel to London “on 

doctor’s orders”.
Gorillaz were named best British 

group and their leader Damon Albarn 
used his acceptance speech to send a 
message about Brexit.

“This country is - believe it or not - 
quite a small, little thing, right, but it’s 
a lovely place and it’s part of a beau-
tiful world,” he said. “But what I want 
to say is, don’t let it become isolated, 
don’t let yourselves become cut off.

“Considering our size we do in-
credible things in music, we’ve got a 
real spirit and a real soul and don’t let 
politics get in the way.”

Here’s the complete list of the 
winners and nominees of BRITS 
2018.

British male solo artist: Stormzy 
[WINNER], Ed Sheeran, Liam Galla-
gher, Loyle Carner, Rag ‘N’ Bone Man

British female solo artist: Dua 
Lipa [WINNER], Jessie Ware, Kate 
Tempest, Laura Marling, Paloma Faith

British group: Gorillaz [WINNER], 
London Grammar, Royal Blood, Wolf 
Alice, The xx

British breakthrough act: Dua 
Lipa [WINNER], Dave, J Hus, Loyle 
Carner, Sampha

Critics’ choice: Jorja Smith [WIN-
NER], Stef lon Don, Mabel

British single: Rag ‘N’ Bone Man 
- Human [WINNER], Calvin Harris 
ft Pharrell / Katy Perry / Big Sean – 

Feels, Clean Bandit ft Zara Larsson – 
Symphony, Dua Lipa - New Rules, Ed 
Sheeran - Shape of You, J Hus - Did 
You See, Jax Jones ft Raye - You Don’t 
Know Me, Jonas Blue ft William Singe 
– Mama, Liam Payne ft Quavo - Strip 
That Down, Little Mix - Touch

British album of the year: Stormzy 
- Gang Signs & Prayer [WINNER], Dua 
Lipa - Dua Lipa, Ed Sheeran – Divide, 
J Hus - Common Sense, Rag ‘N’ Bone 
Man - Human

British artist video of the year: 
Harry Styles - Sign of the Times 
[WINNER], Anne-Marie - Ciao Adi-
os, Calvin Harris ft Pharrell / Katy 
Perry / Big Sean - Feels, Clean Ban-
dit ft Zara Larsson - Symphony, Dua 
Lipa - New Rules, Ed Sheeran - Shape 
of you, Jax Jones ft Raye - You Don’t 
Know Me, Liam Payne ft Quavo - Strip 
That Down, Little Mix – Touch, ZAYN 
and Taylor Swift - I Don’t Wanna Live 
Forever

International male solo artist: 
Kendrick Lamar [WINNER], Beck, 
Childish Gambino, DJ Khaled, Drake

International female solo artist: 
Lorde [WINNER], Alicia Keys, Bjork, 
Pink, Taylor Swift

International group: Foo Fighters 
[WINNER], Arcade Fire, Haim, The 
Killers, LCD Soundsystem

Brits Global Success Award: Ed 
Sheeran.

Brit Awards 2018: Stormzy scoops 
Ed Sheeran to win top prizes!

There’s no end to the con-
troversies surrounding 

Ram Gopal Varma’s latest 
ilm – God Sex Truth starring 

adult actor Mia Malkova. As 
per the latest update, there 
is now huge speculation that 
Ram Gopal Varma’s ilm was 
not shot in any foreign lo-
cation but in a hotel in Hy-
derabad. As per reports on 
Greatandhra, an activist has 
proof to show that the ilm 
was shot in Hyderabad. The 
activist states that she has 
plenty of evidence to prove 
that Mia Malkova had come 
to Hyderabad to ilm this 
movie. To add to it, some 
working stills of the ilm have 
shown up online. What could 
make matters worse is that 
some of RGV’s friends were 
also spotted in the stills.

If this allegation is sup-
ported with substantial ev-
idence, RGV and the hotel 
concerned could fall into 
trouble. The director’s ac-

tion will have serious reper-
cussions. Moreover, ilming 
adult movies is not exactly 
legal in India, but then again 
this ilm is termed as a doc-
umentary. As per reports, 
RGV has defended himself 
stating that he takes sole re-
sponsibility for the ilm and 
that it doesn’t matter where 
it was shot. This is not only 
controversy surrounding the 
movie.

As per other updates, RGV 
has iled a case against the 
scriptwriter on the ground 
of plagiarism. He also an-
nounced on Twitter that 
he was going to ile a case 
against a Telugu channel 
for distorting facts and pro-
viding misleading informa-
tion. In other news, various 
Women Right groups are also 
protesting against this ilm 
– while some have vowed to 
go on a hunger strike, some 
want the ilmmaker to be ar-
rested as soon as possible.

If RGV shot God, Sex
and Truth in Hyderabad, he

might be in trouble!

Lindsay Lohan is in the 
news again after she was 

spotted wearing a hijab at 
the London Fashion Show 
in Dubai. There were a lot 
of speculations about the 
31-year-old actress convert-
ing to Islam which she had 
denied. But her recent pic-
tures have sparked a debate 
on the internet. Speaking 
about her decision to wear 
a hijab at the fashion event, 
Lindsay told BBC Minute, 
“Fashion doesn’t always have 
to be so naked and [it] can be 
adventurous and still beau-
tiful with a strong group of 
women behind it.” A renown 
cosmetics brand also posted 
a picture of the actress wear-
ing a hijab, praising her for it.

The Instagram post read, 
“Oh my days! As if Lindsay 
Lohan came over to say hel-
lo to Team Hawa! She was so 
lovely and was saying how 
she’s into halal cosmetics 
and what she’s actually wear-

ing on her face today was all 
halal!! Well all I can say is if 
it’s good enough for Lind-
say Lohan, gurlll whatcha all 
waiting for?!”

Lindsay had commented 
earlier how she was scared of re-
turning to US because of her be-
liefs in Islam and Donald Trump.

She told a leading portal, 
“I was scared to come here 
with everything going on be-
cause of my personal beliefs. 
I think always in the public 
eye you’re going to be scru-
tinized. He is the president – 
we have to join him. If u can’t 
beat him, join him.”

Lindsay Lohan wearing a hijab at London
Fashion show is breaking the internet!


