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I am CM of 
the hills: 
GJM chief 
Bimal 
Gurung
D , J  9 
(PTI): The Gorkha Jan-
mukti Morcha (GJM) 
chief Bimal Gurung to-
day projected himself 
as the “chief minister of 
the hills” and challenged 
West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee to 
stop the agitation in the 
area.

The GJM leader 
claimed that it was his 
writ that “ran in the hills.”

“As the chief minis-
ter of West Bengal she 
is trying to show her 
strength. But she must 
not forget that I am an 
elected member of the 
Gorkhaland Territorial 
Administration (GTA). I 
am the chief minister of 
the hills, I challenge her 
to stop the agitation in 
the hills,” Gurung said.

Gurung also said, he 
will directly talk to the 
Centre about the deploy-
ment of Army and the al-
leged police atrocities in 
the hills.

“I will talk to the Cen-
tre, we are an ally of NDA. 
We will give them all the 
details of police atroci-
ties on the innocent peo-
ple of the hills,” he said.

Two columns of Army 
were deployed in Dar-
jeeling town yesterday 
after GJM supporters 
clashed with the police, 
damaged police vehicles 
and set some of them 
ablaze while West Bengal 
chief minister was hold-
ing a cabinet meeting 
there.

The police resorted 
to baton charge and ired 
tear gas shells to disperse 
the agitators who tried 
to march to the venue of 
the state cabinet meeting 
yesterday. 

D , J  9 (PTI): The Army staged 
a lag march in Darjeeling, Kurseong and Ka-
limpong today even as the situation in the 
violence-hit Darjeeling town improved.

The Army was requisitioned by the 
West Bengal government for the hill towns 
of Kurseong and Kalimpong as a precau-
tionary measure, apart from Darjeeling 
town which saw large-scale violence and 
vandalism yesterday.

“A total of six columns have been de-
ployed -- three in Darjeeling town, two in 
Kalimpong and one in Kurseong in Darjeel-
ing district,” a defence spokesperson said.

Apart from the Army, three columns of 
CRPF have also been deployed in these places.

“The Army, CRPF and the civil adminis-
tration are coordinating with each other and 
the situation is under control of the civil ad-
ministration,” the spokesperson said.

The Army was called in last night in the 
restive Darjeeling town after GJM support-
ers clashed with police, damaged police ve-
hicles and set some of them ablaze as West 
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee held 
a cabinet meeting here.

Police earlier ired tear gas shells and 
lathicharged GJM supporters who tried to 

march to the venue of the cabinet meeting 
to protest “imposition” of Bengali language 
in schools in the hills.

The hill town, which is at present full of 
tourists, had remained peaceful for several 
months as the GJM-spearheaded agitation 
for a separate state of Gorkhaland had taken 
a backseat.

Fresh violence erupted yesterday with 

the Bimal Gurung-led party calling a protest 
march near the Raj Bhavan, where the cabi-
net meeting was taking place.

The GJM supporters tried to break 
the barricades put up by the police and 
hurled bricks at them, injuring some se-
curity personnel. They also damaged a 
number of police vehicles and set some 
of them on fire.

WANGCHUK BHUTIA
M , 09 J :

Work on the con-
trolled breaching 

of Mantam lake in Upper 
Dzongu, North Sikkim 
has been put on hold for 
the time being by the task 
force in view of the dan-
ger of falling boulders 
triggered by heavy rain 
at where the draining 
work is located. Further, 
since discharge has also 
increased, the working 
conditions have become 
even more unsafe.

“We undertook con-
trolled blasting of boul-
ders on the left bank of 
Rongyoung Chu. We used 
two water pumps for 
draining and have shifted 
the river a little to the left 
bank side,” said Addition-
al Director-SSDMA, GC 
Khanal, while speaking 
to SummitTimes.

“We have been able to 
reduce the risk because 
our aim was to prevent 
any major impact on the 
right bank where the 
road is located. We have 
protected the right bank 
and have shifted the 
thrust of the river to the 
left. We will be monitor-
ing the river to ensure 
that there is no major im-
pact on the right bank,” 
he added.

On when work is set 
to resume, Mr Khanal 
said, “During the mon-
soon season we will ob-
serve and monitor and 
the work will probably 
start after September. 
The SSDMA task force 
and the district adminis-
tration will be constantly 
observing the situation. 
Even if the left bank is 
washed away, the right 
bank should be protect-
ed. That is our aim.”

When asked about 
the stability of the lake, 
Mr Khanal stated that the 
rain will not make any 
impact on the 55 m high 
dam formed by the debris 
from the August 2016 
landslide. The task force, 
SSDMA and the district 
administration are con-
stantly monitoring and 
observing the situation.

“We will be decreas-

ing the height of the dam 
slowly. The 55 m high 
dam is stable and the cur-
rent volume of rain can-
not breach the dam which 
is made of boulders, peb-
bles, etc. but it can make 
an impact after some 
time. The lake will remain 
and boating will be possi-
ble,” said Mr Khanal.

It may be mentioned 
here that the Syok Bhir 
landslide which had oc-
curred on 13 Aug last 
year cut off several villag-
es under the three Gram 
Panchayats Units of Up-
per Dzongu like Sakyo-
ng-Pentong, Tingvong 
and Lingthem-Lingdem.

The affected people 
and the Panchayats of 
the cut off GPUs have re-
quested the government 
to retain the lake for 
tourism purpose hoping 
to open up livelihood op-
portunities for the people 
of the area in the ield of 
tourism. They have also 
iled a petition seeking 

retention of the lake in 
the High Court of Sikkim. 
On the other hand, the 
High Court has directed 
the state government for 
immediate draining out 
of the lake for the safety 
of the people living down-
stream of the lake.

Meanwhile, Sub Di-
visional Magistrate-Dz-
ongu has appealed to all 
concerned that due to 
slight rise in water lev-
el at Mantam Lake and 
moreover due to heavy 
rainfall, everyone is re-
quested to remain alert 
and be cautious for the 
next few days.

The commuters are re-
quested not to ply their ve-
hicles late at night at Man-
tam during peak monsoon 
season for safety reasons. 
Further, the public of Up-
per Dzongu are advised 
not to travel on motor 
boat at night in order to 
avoid any mishap.

District Collec-
tor-North has request-
ed the NHPC of icials 
to measure the water 
level from Mantam lake 
instead of from Nam-
prikdang Mela Ground 
henceforth.

Mantam draining
put on hold 

Army stages lag march in
Darjeeling, Kalimpong

The highlight of the Saga Dawa celebration is the colorful and spiritual religious procession.  The proces-
sion is a wonderful sight and soul stirring as the monks chant “Oṃ maṇi padme hūṃ” mantra and turn 

the prayer wheel during the entire procession. People dressed in traditional attire gather on the streets 
to give offerings and touch the Holy Scriptures with their heads to receive blessings. [Pic: Rebyna Rana]

SUDIPTA CHANDA
S , 09 J :

Bandhs are ruinous. Bandhs are 
antithetic to work culture and 

so should be avoided. But, if ever 
a bandh was justi ied, it was in the 
Darjeeling hills on Friday. It helped 
arrest the violence that broke out in 
the hill town on Thursday.

The bandh was convened by the 
sponsors of Thursday’s hostilities 
the Gorkha Janmukti Morcha (GJM). 
But, the GJM cannot claim credit 
for the humane purpose the bandh 
served. The GJM had convened the 
bandh as a mark of protest. That the 
bandh also assisted in containing the 
hostilities is a positive byproduct.

What now? The state government 
is indicating stern action against the 
GJM and the later is breathing an 
equal amount of ire. With both sides 
taking belligerent stands respective-
ly, the situation in the hills may not 
normalize in some time soon.

How can the Trinamool-led state 
government move against the GJM? 

In two or maybe three ways. 
First, by reviewing the GJM-run 

Gorkhaland Territorial Administr-
taion (GTA) fund position, which is 
already underway. A special audit 
of the GTA funds, its utilization inter 
alia has already begun. The indings 
are likely to be made public soon.

Next, the Mamata Banerjee gov-

ernment rati ied the Prevention of 
Defacement of Property Act in the 
month of February to deter vandals, 
rioters and arsonists from damag-
ing government property. Flouting 
it carries inancial and legal punish-
ments including jail terms.

After Thursday’s incident, the 
state government is sure to slap the 
provisions of the Act on those who 
burnt nine police vehicles among 
other properties and ix responsibil-
ity on the GJM leadership.

Lastly, the Trinamool will in-
crease its political activity in the 
hills making the forthcoming GTA 
elections the bull’s eye.

The irst two courses are admin-

istrative measures and cannot be 
challenged or disputed by the GJM, 
which is at the receiving end. It is the 
third course of possible action that is 
loaded with ingredients for further 
tension in the hills.

Politically, the GJM is being given 
a run for the money by the Trina-
mool. Under the circumstances, the 
GJM cannot afford to lose further 
grip if has to remain politically ab-
solute in the hills. And so, it will hit 
out for good or worse and stoke the 
Gorkhaland slogan as it has never 
before.

The GJM think tank is already in 
a huddle over how best to tide over 
the prevalent situation. Although 

one cannot predict what course of 
action the GJM would take, the fact 
remains, protracted bandhs, as used 
to be convened earlier in the hills to 
make a point, are no solution to the 
present day crises.

That the GJM will go politically 
ballistic hereinafter is a given. But, 
what turn would the agitation take 
is the point of concern. The GJM 
leaders often profess the Gandhian 
path as their ideology, which means 
a peaceful and democratic approach 
and therefore within the fundamen-
tal rights.

Gandhi, had he been alive, would 
have groaned in pain over Thurs-
day’s incidents.

There was no Gandhi in Thursday’s 
hill incidents

Win against 
Kyrgyzstan 
will boost 
our chances: 
Chhetri
M , J  9 (PTI): In-
dia’s star striker Sunil Ch-
hetri says a win against 
Kyrgyz Republic in the 
upcoming match on June 
13 will boost the team’s 
chances of qualifying for 
the 2019 Asian Cup.

Under coach Ste-
phen Constantine, India 
are in the middle of a 
seven-match winning 
streak.

“We desperately want 
to win against Kyrgyz Re-
public at home as they 
are the favourites and 
three points against them 
will boost our chances to 
qualify for the AFC Asian 
Cup 2019,” said Chhetri 
on the sidelines of the 
AIFF Awards Night.

India’s last victory 
was a 2-0 defeat of Ne-
pal in an international 
friendly.

The entire national 
team had come together 
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Mangan-Chungthang highway
opens for heavy vehicles

SUMMIT REPORT
M , 09 J : The North Sikkim Highway stretch which was blocked at Theng near Toong check post on 
the Mangan-Chungthang axis is now open for all vehicles. 

The road had remained closed for the last three days.
The road undergoing construction work had been damaged by boulders. In the meantime, light vehicles 

were plying via Shipgyer route. Since the approach road to Shipgyer is not accessible for heavy vehicles, all 
the heavy vehicles were stranded on either side of the road block until today.

S  R
G , 09 J :

NHPC Teesta-IV HE Project 
distributed scholarships 

to 13 students under the NHPC 
Scholarship Award Scheme to 
help them pursue higher studies 
under Corporate Social Respon-
sibility Sustainable Develop-
ment, a press release informs.

Out of the thirteen students, 
08 are girls. 

The scholarships were handed 
over by the Chief Engineer of Tees-
ta-IV HE Project, Ramesh Mukhiya, 
at a programme organized at the 
organisation’s administrative of-
ice at Thingchim today.

All the thirteen selected stu-
dents are from the Gram Pan-
chayat Units affected by Tees-
ta-IV hydel project and each stu-
dent was awarded Rs 24,000 for 
pursuing higher studies, adds 
the release.

In his brief address, Mr Mukh-
iya congratulated the students 
for securing good marks and told 
them that they were welcome to 
consult NHPC for advice and sug-
gestions related to their future 

goals, career counseling, services 
of IT, infrastructure and educa-
tional supports etc.

Speaking on the occasion, 

the bene iciaries also requested 
for recruitment of professional 
career consultant for class XII 
so that they are guided properly 

towards selecting the best pos-
sible options. The students who 
got the scholarships expressed 
their gratitude to NHPC.

NHPC scholarships for 13 students 

Saga Dawa at Rakshay
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 09 J :

Elderly women offer prayers at the altar of the Tashi 
Dargeling Mani Lakhang at Rakshay in East Sikkim 

on the occasion of Saga Dawa.

SUMMIT REPORT
S , 09 J :

The Buddhist festival 
of Saga Dawa was cel-

ebrated with enthusiasm 
and fervor at the Karma 
Thujee Choeling Monas-
tery in Shantinagar, Sing-
tam, today.

The celebration in-
cluded a peace rally 
wherein devotees car-
ried holy scriptures from 
Shantinagar Gumpa to 
Adarsh Gaon and back to 
the Gumpa. Trulku Rigzin 
Rangzong Rangdrol [Deo-
rali] gave his holy bless-
ings on the occasion.

Members of Singtam 
Motors Transport Work-

ers Drivers Association, 
Shantinagar Gaon Sud-
har  Samiti, Truck Drivers 
Association and Bihari 
Yuva Jagran Manch-Sing-
tam volunteered and 
provided refreshments 
like ice-cream, milk 
shakes, fruit juice, water, 
etc. for those participat-
ing in the procession.

Agriculture Minister 
cum Area MLA, Somnath 
Poudhyal, Tourism Min-
ister, Ugen T Gyatso, and 
Parliamentary Secre-
tary-HRDD, Shyam Prad-
han, were special guests 
of the day along with oth-
er distinguished guests 
from Singtam.

Saga Dawa at Singtam

SUMMIT REPORT
N , 09 J :

A daylong coordina-
tion meeting cum 

interaction programme 
of the All Sikkim Gov-
ernment Employees As-
sociation [ASGEA] with 
different associations of 
group C and D employees 
of south district was held 
on 08 June here at the 
Employees Guest House. 
The meeting was chaired 
of President, Sikkim 
United Teachers Welfare 
Association [South], PN 
Dewan.

It was informed that 
the meeting had been 
called to improve coordi-
nation between different 
employee associations 
of South district and also 
to discuss the grievances 

and demands of the as-
sociation to be taken to 
the central committee of 
ASGEA and then to the 
government.

An interactive ses-
sion was also conduct-
ed during the pro-
gramme wherein Mr 
Dewan assured to take 
the issues to the central 
committee. He urged 
all employees’ associ-
ations to coordinate 
with ASGEA for the wel-
fare of the members of 
the association.

The meeting was also 
addressed by Joint Sec-
retary-ASGEA [South], 
Roshan Thapa, Public-
ity Secretary-ASGEA 
[South], Anmol Rai, and 
Vice President, Sonam 
Wangdi Bhutia.  

ASGEA convenes
coordination meeting in

South district

SUMMIT REPORT
N , 09 J :

National Resource 
Management (NRM) 

under Food Security and 
Agriculture Development 
Department distributed 
19 Heifer calves and 50 
poly-pipes to progres-
sive farmers of Mang-
brue-Bering Gram Pan-
chayat Unit under Bar-
fung constituency, South 
Sikkim today. The distri-
bution programme was 
held under the Livestock 
Component of Rainfed 
Area Development 2015-
2016 under the National 
Mission for Sustainable 
Agriculture (NMSA) for 
Mangbrue-Bering cluster 
of the department.

Area MLA cum Pow-
er Minister, DD Bhutia 
handed over the livestock 
to the bene iciaries and 
said that the bene it was 

intended to help the pro-
gressive farmers improve 
their livelihood. He also 
said that Lamating-Ting-
moo had the second high-
est number of SDF voters 
in the constituency which 
made the constituency’s 
development a ‘priority’ 
to the government. 

Later, the bene i-
ciaries and progressive 
farmers of surrounding 
villages were also sen-
sitized on heifer calf 
management by the Dep-
uty Director Animal Hus-
bandry, Dr Nutan Subba 
which was followed by a 
technical session helmed 
by Agriculture Inspector, 
Arbin Maji.

The programme was 
also attended Joint Di-
rector (NRM), M B Subba, 
zilla and ward pancha-
yats of Mangbrue-Bering 
Gram Panchayat Unit.  

Heifer calves and poly-pipes
distributed in Barfung

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 09 J :

College of Agricultural En-
gineering & Post Harvest 

Technology [CAEPHT], Ra-
nipool, organized a training 
cum exposure visit to Mother 
Dairy Farm in Karfectar for the 
dairy farmers of Ben-Namprick 
GPU under Rabong Subdivi-
sion, South Sikkim, on 08 June, 
informs a press release.

Extension of icer of the col-
lege, Dr AB Sherpa, welcomed 
the gathering and briefed 
about the exposure visit of the 

farmers and the extension edu-
cation activities of the college.

Joint Director and Head-
MDF, Karfectar, Dr M Rai, who 
attended the programme as 
chief guest briefed about the 
activities of MDF and impor-
tance of organic farming.

Joint Director-cum-DDO, 
Karfectar, Dr TB Ghatani, 
highlighted the importance of 
fodder cultivation and its con-
servation in the dairy farm. 
He demonstrated and briefed 
about the different varieties of 
fodder and its cultivation, pig-

gery farming, and dairy farm-
ing management.

Deputy Director, Dr N Sub-
ba, briefed about the different 
techniques of feeding supple-
mentary and medicine to the 
cattle and calf. Farmers also 
learnt about the Sikkim Milk 
Union Cooperative activity in 
and around the state and about 
milk quality.

The farmers were also tak-
en for a visit to the milk pro-
cessing unit of Karfectar, adds 
the release.

Dairy farmers taken on training cum exposure visit to Mother Dairy Farm

G , 09 J  [PIB]: 
Indian Council of Agricul-

tural Research-National 
Organic Farming Re-
search Institute [NOFRI], 
Tadong organized 15-
day training programme 
on ‘Organic Production 
of Horticultural Crops 
in Sikkim’ for the Village 
Level Workers of Horti-
culture and Cash Crop 
Development Depart-
ment, Government of Sik-
kim, from 23 May to 06 
June in order to reach the 
latest organic production 
technologies and rapid 
transfer of ICAR-NOFRI 
technologies to the grass 
root level.

Eight Village Level 
Workers, two from each 
district of Sikkim par-
ticipated in the training 
programme. The pro-
gramme was sponsored 
by Horticulture and Cash 
Crop Development De-
partment-GoS, under 
Mission for Integrated 
Development of Horticul-
ture scheme.

Secretary-H&CCDD, 
Khorlo Bhutia, attended 
the valedictory function 
on 06 June as chief guest.

In his address, he 
appreciated the efforts 
of Joint Director and Sci-
entists of ICAR-NOFRI 
for their sincere efforts 
in organizing the 15-day 
training program for hor-
ticulture functionaries 
and need based research 
in organic production 
system.

He said that Sikkim 
is dependent on ICAR for 
organic production tech-
nologies and this kind of 
training for horticulture 
functionaries shall help 
the farmers at the grass 
root level to increase 
production and produc-
tivity of organic horticul-
tural crops in Sikkim.

Training for VLWs on organic
horticulture farming

turn to pg03
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CONTACT
 Summit 

TIMES @
9832556698, 
9832369520

GRAND OFFER
RAMOLA CELLULAR

LALL MARKET ROAD  GANGTOK
APPLE  IPHONE MRP OFFER EXTRA 
  PRICE OFFER
IPHONE 5C  8GB 31500 15000 (free cover & temper glass)
IPHONE 5S 16GB 25000 19000 (free cover & temper glass)
IPHONE  SE 16GB 39000 28000 (free cover & temper glass)
IPHONE 6S   32GB 62000 41000 (free  headset  move with 
   the beats . Rs.3499)
IPHONE6S  64GB 72000 51000 (FREE MINI SPORT 
      BT SOUND BOX)
IPHONE6S PLUS 16GB     72000        51500            (FREE  BOSE SPEAKER)
IPHONE  7 & 7plus  ( available on discount price )
OTHER BRAND AVAIABLE –
OPPO  / VIVO /GIONEE (free sel i stick )
(Samsung  xoami)

(GET DISCOUNTED PRICE OFFER ON ALL 
GADGETS   &  TRENDY  ACCESSORIES)

FEEL FREE TO VISIT US FOR FREE DEMO
CONTACT -  9832062684 / 9733115163 (limited period off er till stock last)

(BAJAJ FINSERV  EASY EMI 0% INTREST & PROCESS-
ING FEE . ALL MOBILE HANDSETS AVAILABLE)

Gangtok on 
Saturday, 
10 June

Temp: 27°C /18°C
Forecast: Showers 
and heavier thun-
derstorm in the af-
ternoon; otherwise, 
a t-shower in spots 
in the morning.
Sunrise: 04:40 AM
Sunset: 06:30 PM

IMI Dr R.S. Tolia Award 2017: 
Call for Nominations Open

The Integrated Mountain Initiative (IMI), a pan Himalayan civil society initiative work-
ing for sustainable development of the Indian Himalayan Region (IHR) and ensuring 
prosperity of the people in the region, has announced the Dr R.S. Tolia Award for 
2017 in memory of its founding President Dr R.S. Tolia who passed away on 6th  
December 2016. 

Dr R.S. Tolia, IAS (Retd.) was the former Chief Secretary of Uttarakhand. He also 
served as the fi rst Information Commissioner of Uttarakhand. In addition to being 
the top administrator in the state, he was a staunch advocate for holistic mountain 
development that must be rooted in the mountains. Throughout his lifetime, Dr Tolia 
was committed to the cause of development of the Indian mountain systems and 
communities. His vision and commitment for the formation of a pan-Indian mountain 
movement not only unifi ed diverse mountain states of India but also inspired others. 
In the spirit of unifying committed individuals and institutions for integrated action 
for the mountains of India, Dr Tolia conceptualised the idea of IMI, got like-minded 
people on board and led it from the front as its founding President. His deep under-
standing of the links among people, cultures, livelihoods and mountain environment 
infl uenced a generation of researchers, organizations and policymakers. He was a 
true mountain person and believed that there must be safe, sustainable and equitable 
mountain development.

IMI has instituted the Award for encouraging passionate individuals to carry for-
ward the cause of integrated mountain development. The purpose of the award is 
to recognize and reward the exemplary work of individuals whose work has created 
an impact / has the potential to impact sustainable prosperity and well-being of the 
people of the Mountain states in India. In exceptional cases organizations will also 
be considered for the Award. The value of the Award is Rs. 1 lakh cash, citation and 
a medallion.

 A jury with eminent persons working for social development in the country has 
been appointed to carry the selection process for the award. 

The call for nomination is now open and applications will be accepted till 30 June 2017.The 
details and the nomination form can be viewed on the organisation’s website: http://inmi.
in/get-involved/dr-r-s-tolia-award-2017/
Interested individuals/organisations can download the nomination form and send in their 
application along with a recent CV by 30th June 2017 to pd.imi@inmi.in.

SIKKIM HOUSING & 
DEVELOPMENT BOARD

AWWAS BHAWAN, CHURCH ROAD, GANGTOK

Sikkim Housing Development Board intends to 
appoint a Consultant for providing Consultancy 
services for construction of  Residential Housing 
Complex at Lumsey, 5th Mile Tadong, East Sik-
kim. The appointment document may be down-
loaded from the website www.sikkimudhd.org.
Sd/-
Additional Chief  Engineer,
Sikkim Housing & Development Board

KUSTE SHEGU
The Kuste Shegu of our be-
loved mother Late. Sangay 
Doma Bhutia (Dokham Any-
ola) of Central Park, Nam-
chi South Sikkim who Left for 
heavenly abode on 30th April 
2017 falls on 16th June 2017. 
All the relatives , friends and  
well wishes are requested to 

join us for off ering prayers at our resident at our res-
idence at Central Park, Namchi, South Sikkim. We 
would also take this opportunity to express our sin-
cere gratitude to all those who supported the family 
at the time of bereavement.

Palden Bhutia (son),
Palchen Bhutia (grandson), Lezang Bhutia 

(grandson) Mob: 98323-25811, 85091-21459

GANGTOK SILIGURI TRAFFIC NORMAL THROUGH GJM BANDH
G , 09 J : Despite the 12-hour bandh called by Gorkha Janmukti Morcha in Darjeeling, traf ic movement along the Gang-
tok-Siliguri highway corridor was normal today. There were no reports of any disturbance on the highway till Friday evening. Drivers 
here at the Siliguri stand mentioned that they reached Gangtok from Siliguri without any disturbance and there was huge presence of 
police personnel along the highway. 

The Secretary laud-
ed the contributions of 
ICAR-NOFRI. He espe-
cially mentioned about 
kiwifruit hand pollina-
tion techniques, inten-
sive vegetable produc-
tion under low cost plas-
tic tunnels, zero tillage 
cultivation for soil and 
moisture conservation 
etc. He also motivated 
the trainees and said that 
we have to work hard for 
the sustainability of or-
ganic farming in Sikkim.

He further released a 
training manual on ‘Or-
ganic Production of Hor-
ticultural Crops in Sik-
kim’ and distributed cer-
ti icates to the trainees.

During the 15-day 
training programme, 
trainees were informed 
about the concept of 
physico-chemical and 
microbiological proper-
ties of soil and its health, 
organic nutrient man-
agement, organic farm-
ing production standards 
& organic agronomic 
practices of major ield 
crops, organic produc-
tion technologies of 
fruits especially Sikkim 
mandarin and kiwifruit, 
intensive organic vege-
table production tech-
niques under low cost 
plastic tunnels and rain 
shelters, organic produc-
tion of red cherry pepper, 
ginger & turmeric, etc.

Also hands-on ex-
perience and practical 
demonstrations were 
carried out for mush-
room production tech-
nology, vermi-compost-
ing, plant propagation 
techniques, hand pol-
lination techniques of 
kiwifruit, preparation 
of bio-pesticides and 
bio-fungicides solutions, 
development of value 
added products, etc.

During the train-
ing programme, all the 
members also visited the 
ICAR-NOFRI Research 
Farm and were briefed 
about the ongoing re-
search and development 
activities. Trainees were 
taken to ICAR-NOFRI 
adopted model village 
and Krishi Vigyan Kend-
ra-East Sikkim.

Training for 
VLWs on 
organic

horticulture...
contd from pg02

NITESH R PRADHAN
G , 09 J :

Religious processions and 
prayers marked the Buddhist 

festival of Saga Dawa in the state 
today.

Saga Dawa commemorates the 
birth, enlightenment and Parinir-
vana of Lord Buddha and is cele-
brated in Sikkim with traditional 
rituals.

The festival is one of the most 
important festivals in the Tibet-
an Buddhist calendar which has a 
wide following in the state.

In the capital, the Tsuklakhang 
[Palace] Monastery observed the 
festival with devotion and prayers 
in the morning with devotees 
thronging the place for prayers 
and blessings.

“I come here every year with 
my family as it is one time of the 

year where we reconnect with our 
spiritual side which is as import-
ant as other aspects of our lives,” 
says Sonam Tashi.

Rolcham, a special dance, was 
also performed on the occasion 
by the monks of the Tsuklakhang 
Monastery.

This was then followed by 
the traditional procession that 
traverses across the capital with 
monks playing traditional musi-
cal instruments and a galaxy of 
devotees - carrying holy Buddhist 
scriptures - which is venerated by 
all devotees.

Carrying of holy Buddhist scrip-
tures is a common sight in Saga 
Dawa processions with many wait-
ing for an opportunity to carry the 
holy texts on their heads, as they 
walk across towns and villages.

“One feels blessed and at peace 

after carrying such holy texts. This 
also puri ies our body and mind,” 
remarked Hissey Lhamu.

Similarly, Saga Dawa was cele-
brated across the state with mon-
asteries observing the auspicious 
occasion with traditional customs.

Saga Dawa is observed for a 
month, which is particularly held 
to be the most auspicious month of 
the calendar by Buddhist adherents 
of the entire Himalayan region.

The ifteenth day is believed to 
be the day of the birth, enlighten-
ment [Nirvana] and death [Parinir-
vana] of Lord Buddha.

Many devouts also resolve to 
follow the path of Buddha for the 
wellbeing and happiness of all the 
sentient beings.

“In today’s world full of tur-
moil, I prayed for inner peace to all 
living beings,” said a monk, Sangay.

Sikkim celebrates Saga Dawa

G , 09 J  [PIB]: 
Indian Council of Agri-
cultural Research-Kri-
shi Vigyan Kendra, East 
Sikkim, organized a day 
long farmers’ meet-
ing-cum-input distri-
bution programme of 
piglets under Tribal 
Sub Plan [TSP] project 
at Bakhim Kewzing in 
South Sikkim on 07 June.

During the pro-
gramme, 24 farmers and 
rural youth participated 
and 10 weaned quality 
piglets were distributed 
among 05 selected tribal 
bene iciaries. Under the 
TSP project, 05 low cost pig 
sties under deep litter sys-
tem were also constructed 
in the farm premises of se-
lected tribal bene iciaries.  

The programme was 
conducted under the 
leadership of Dr RK Avas-
the [Joint Director, ICAR- 
NOFRI, Tadong] in the 
presence of Dr Ra iqul 
Islam [Senior Scientist, 
Animal Reproduction & 
Gynaecology].

Addressing the tribal 
farmers, Dr Islam elabo-
rated on the importance 
of scienti ic pig produc-
tion in rural Sikkim for 
employment generation. 
He also discussed about 
backyard poultry pro-
duction technologies 
with Vanaraja birds to 
enhance production for 
better income genera-
tion and explained the 

prevention and control 
measures of major dis-
eases of pig and poultry.

During the farmers 
meeting, an interaction 
programme was also 
held. The scientist of 
ICAR-NOFRI, Tadong and 
Subject Matter Special-
ists from ICAR-KVK, East 
Sikkim interacted with 
the progressive farmers 
about existing pig rear-
ing practices and differ-
ent constraints to which 
possible approaches 
were suggested for mak-
ing pig farming a pro it-
able venture.   

Dr PK Pathak [SMS, 
Animal Science] briefed 
about the advantages of 
scienti ic pig rearing in 
low cost pig house under 
deep litter system which 
was designed and devel-
oped with locally avail-
able natural resources 
for high rainfall, mid 
and high altitude area in 
ICAR-NOFRI, Tadong.

Dr N Johnson Singh 
[SMS, Plant Protection] 
provided information on 
pests and disease man-
agement on major crops 
of South Sikkim under 
organic production sys-
tems. In addition, Dr 
Singh emphasized on in-
tegrated management of 
diseases by using healthy 
resistant seeds, clean cul-
tivation practices and bi-
ological control for vege-
tables production.

Piglet distribution prog
at Bakhim Kewzing

RSA is four 
months old
G , 09 J : Re-
manti Sangeet Acade-
my celebrated its four 
months in operation here 
today with a special func-
tion attended by the RSA 
chief mentor Remanti 
Rai, faculty members and 
special guests.
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Sikkim’s
Daughters

Accept it, Sikkim discriminates
on the basis of gender 

Finally, 68 Sikkimese women married to non-Sik-
kimese have moved the High Court of Sikkim chal-

lenging the discrimination women face in Sikkim be-
cause of their gender when it comes to their identity 
as Sikkimese. 

Being subjected to a different set of rules based 
on gender is not a new situation in Sikkim, not even 
of the Sikkim Succession Act of 2008 vintage. At the 
socio-cultural level, it perhaps dates back to times 
when people started owning property which could 
be bequeathed. The traditional practice in Sikkim is 
that daughters enjoy no right to ancestral property 
and receive it thanks to the grace of their fathers. So, 
even if there is no widespread denial on this count, 
fact remains that they could not claim inheritance as 
a matter of right. The Sikkim Succession Act sought 
to correct this discrimination by extending the right 
to inheritance to Sikkimese women. This right how-
ever was proposed with a caveat that Sikkimese 
women who married non-locals could not stake any 
such claims. This was clearly insensitive, but was not 
a creation of the Act in question, but was a continu-
ation of how the identity of Sikkimese women con-
tinues to be tied to the men in their lives – initially 
their fathers or grandfathers and upon marriage, 
their husbands. And this lows from how rules gov-
erning the issuance of Certi icates of Identity are in-
terpreted here. A COI is the document which attests 
a person as Sikkimese, as in a descendent of a Sikkim 
Subject. These are issued only to someone whose 
father or grandfather or brother is registered in the 
Sikkim Subjects Register. When it comes to women, 
the extant practice is to have them refresh their iden-
tity upon marriage, their continuing to be recognized 
as Sikkimese dependent on who they marry – if they 
marry a non-local, they lose their Sikkimeseness. 
This itself is sourced from the Sikkim Subjects Regu-
lation and how subjecthood was granted under it and 
is the practice which has also led to such women los-
ing their inheritance rights in the Sikkim Succession 
Act since once they cease to be Sikkimese because 
of who they choose to marry, land or property can 
no longer be registered in their name in Sikkim. The 
only ig leaf offered in this clearly problematic rule 
is that they are allowed to continue owning the land 
for life or sell it. They cannot however bequeath it to 
their children, because, even they are not Sikkimese.

This condition imposed on women is at the 
crux of all the indignities imposed on them like se-
curing unmarried certificates every six months if 
they wish to continue enjoying benefits exclusively 
meant for the Sikkimese. And this has been chal-
lenged in the Public Interest Litigation filed in the 
High Court. The courts will now hear the protests 
and defences and eventually decide on the matter. 
Irrespective of how the case ends, what is welcome 
is that the issue is now in the public domain and 
might finally force some discussions on gender is-
sues, something Sikkim continues to sidestep. Gen-
der equality, after all, requires more than govern-
mental intervention to come about. Legislations 
and rules mean little if male chauvinism does not 
even need to be disguised in public. This is obvious 
in the common defence of the gender discrimina-
tion in question – “outsiders will take advantage 
of our innocent women if such protection of local 
interests is not enforced”. This argument is per-
haps even more offensive than the rules in practice 
because it refuses to acknowledge that Sikkimese 
women are aware enough. But it also explains why 
such practices continue. Also, the fact that even 
though most women find the rules discriminatory 
and offensive, it is only now that someone is doing 
something about it proves that more needs to be 
done for gender equality here. Empowerment is 
obviously lacking when it takes this long for wom-
en to come together and make some noise about 
the issue. 

It is not enough to claim that women are safe in 
Sikkim and that there is no female feticide or infan-
ticide here; those are not ‘achievements’ and are the 
minimum that any society should be able to deliver. 
Equality demands much more. For instance, how 
many women can Sikkim ind in leadership roles 
heading organizations, associations, political par-
ties or departments? They clearly have the chops for 
it.  The irst Sikkimese to pass the UPSC exam was a 
woman, most of the SPSC exams have been topped 
by women, they continue to outperform academi-
cally and one of them was forceful enough in Par-
liament to ensure Constitutional recognition for Ne-
pali language. And yet when it comes to public roles, 
they disappear. The PIL should trigger these discus-
sions on a wider scale because most of the prayers 
raised in the PIL would have already been resolved 
through public mandate and consensus-building if 
people had discussed these issues more. Irrespec-
tive of how the court case plays out, one hopes that 
the issues it has teased out do not get swept back 
under the carpet… it has already taken too long to 
bring them to the fore.

FABIO ANDRES DIAZ
theconversation.com

Ongoing anti-government demonstrations in 
Brazil. The Women’s March on Washington. 

Protesters in Morocco demanding the right to 
protest and dissent. Philippine citizens march-
ing against President Rodrigo Duterte’s drug war. 
Hungarian rallies for freedom of information and 
expression.

As protests, demonstrations and clashes esca-
late across the world, global discontent seems to 
be reaching levels not seen since the fallout of the 
2008-2009 inancial meltdown.

What is driving this wave of popular mobilisa-
tion?

Well, inequality, at least in part. When nation-
al hopes are raised by new national opportunities 
and then, in certain sectors of society, dashed by 
ongoing structural inequality, we see popular pro-
test break out.

Colombia and South Africa offer good examples.
Both countries have highly entrenched inequal-

ity, with class, ethnicity, and skin colour de ining 
from birth the opportunities available to their cit-
izens. According to the World Bank, Colombia and 
South Africa are among the top 10% of the world’s 
least equal countries.

They are also both in the midst of profound na-
tional transitions, with South Africa trying to move 
beyond the apartheid era and Colombia seeking 
peace after half a century of armed con lict.

COLOMBIANS: LOUD, AND NOT AFRAID
Since 2012, Colombia has seen frequent, numerous 
protests undertaken for varying reasons by different 
groups. These include peasants, educators, Afro-de-
scendants and indigenous people, coca-leaf farmers 
and truck drivers, among other constituencies.

This is a relatively new phenomenon for the coun-
try. Though Colombia saw its share of protests in the 
1960s, the emergence of armed violence over the fol-
lowing decades sti led further citizen mobilisation.

Generally speaking, violence muf les and 
trumps moderate voices. Thanks to Colombia’s 50-
year internal con lict, voices and movements not 
aligned with either the state or the guerrillas were 
weak throughout the latter half of the 20th century.

That has changed since the government demo-
bilised Colombia’s paramilitaries in 2006 (a pro-
cess that, some argue, remains incomplete) and, in 
late 2016, signed a peace deal with FARC guerrillas.

Today, that great limiting factor that prevented the 
state from realising its promises to citizens – armed 
con lict – has disappeared. Gone, too, are Colombians’ 
fear of reprisal, and their patience for the govern-
ment’s inability to meet their most basic needs.

Take the city of Buenaventura as an example. 
For the past three weeks, this very poor port city 
has seen non-stop protests and a general strike, 
as Afro-descendants and indigenous residents 
renounced the discrepancy between the develop-
ment of large, foreign-funded infrastructure proj-
ects and the fact that essentials, such as potable 
water and basic health care, remain scarce.

Buenaventura also has high levels of crime, in-
cluding assassinations of citizens by armed groups, 
and an of icial unemployment rate of 18% (the na-
tional average is 8.9%).

The indignation and frustration of citizens to-
ward the government is at least in part a response 
to a history of opportunism, corruption, armed 
violence and racial and economic inequality in 
Buenaventura – itself a legacy of weak institutions 

in Colombia’s interior regions – which has not im-
proved with the arrival of peace.

Buenaventura is a striking case of state aban-
donment, but it is not alone: across the country, 
Afro-descendants and indigenous populations are 
subjected to such treatment.

Even as a recent agreement ended the protests 
in Buenaventura with the government promising to 
invest US$150 million in the community, a national 
strike by teachers all but shut down Colombia’s cit-
ies earlier this week. Popular discontent cannot be 
resolved in a day.

SOUTH AFRICA: PROTEST CAP-
ITAL OF THE WORLD

South Africa, with its frequent and plentiful pro-
tests, is often dubbed “the protest capital of the 
world”.

Apartheid, the legally enforced regime of racial 
separation, subjected more than 80% of the coun-
try’s population to systematic oppression for four 
decades. Black and mixed-race citizens regained 
their legal rights in 1994, but inequalities still run 
deep in South African society.

It should come as no surprise then that protests 
have increased markedly since the end of apart-
heid, from miners’ strikes to university student 
movements and marches demanding the resigna-
tion of President Jacob Zuma. Many of those march-
ing are South Africa’s people of colour, the poor and 
the disenfranchised.

These recent uprisings are often referred to as 
“service delivery protests”, meaning that they seek 
to reclaim the promises of the country’s 1996 con-
stitution regarding health, unemployment, educa-
tion, roads, sanitation and housing.

But they are also driven by outrage at the state’s 
inability to tackle South Africa’s existing – and wid-
ening – inequalities. Most of the protests invoke 
the failed promise of the “rainbow nation”, which 
vowed to deliver a post-racial and equal society. 
Instead, South Africans ind themselves with the 
remnants of a myth that has failed to deliver all the 
promises made: racism, poverty, opportunities and 
deep inequalities persist.

FRUSTRATED ASPIRATIONS
The marches taking place in Colombia and South 
Africa, like those in Morocco, Brazil, the Philip-
pines, Hungary and the United States, share a key 
feature. They all re lect the contestation of power 
and citizen demand that the state ful il the promis-
es enshrined in the constitution.

Inequality gives fuel to this discontent, because 
where it is salient, social mobility is an empty 
promise. When citizens are – or feel – disenfran-

chised by virtue of their race, class, gender or ge-
ography, and they perceive an unacceptable gap 
between their constitutionally guaranteed rights 
and the real-world realisation of these rights, they 
get frustrated.

In polities that are in transition, such frustra-
tions may or may not overlap with unhappiness 
about inadequate or failing state capacity. Effective-
ly moving beyond apartheid and building peace are 
huge challenges that require not just inspirational 
rhetoric but a real commitment from governments. 
In both Colombia and South Africa, the perception 
that governments are coming up short will contin-
ue to dash citizens’ expectations of a better future.

Anger over truncated social mobility can be 
heightened by cultural globalisation. Today, the aspi-
rations of individuals whose dreams would once have 
been largely limited to what they observed around 
them are shaped by global exposure and access.

In this sense, globalisation has been a positive 
force. It has supported the emergence of the indig-
enous rights movement, women’s rights, transna-
tional activism and the growth of the human rights, 
political and environmental frameworks.

Globalisation has, in some cases, also made re-
pression less likely, due to state obligations under 
international human rights treaties. With increas-
ing integration into the globalised community, the 
unease and frustration of disenfranchised citizens 
is likely to increase.

THE FUTURE OF PROTEST
If Colombia or South Africa fail to discern the ways 
in which inequality is driving citizens to protest 
and effectively respond to that discontent (as Co-
lombia promised to do in Buenaventura), con i-
dence in state institutions and the state itself will 
decrease.

That’s a recipe for more protest and, potential-
ly, an escalation of violence.

History reminds us that groups denied ade-
quate, institutionalised democratic participation 
can come to see the state as illegitimate, leading 
to revolt. The Syrian civil war came in the wake of 
protests against the Assad regime’s failure to pro-
vide water.

Prevalent inequality also damages trust and 
social cohesion, making uni ied national progress 
nearly impossible. If South Africa hopes to main-
tain its belief in a post-racial society, and if Colom-
bia is to actually achieve reconciliation, it’s time to 
start truly tackling inequality.

[the writer is Researcher on Con-
lict, Peace and Development, Interna-

tional Institute of Social Studies]

Protests in Colombia and South Africa reveal link
between inequality and popular uprisings

JOANNE ORLANDO
theconversation.com

I want to know why adults think 
video games are bad because the 

adults around my neighbourhood are 
ANNOYING me by saying “READ A 
BOOK! NO VIDEO GAMES”. Why can’t 
they say “it’s time to play video games 
now”? – Bo, aged 9, Melbourne.

Parents and children can have 
different ideas when it comes to vid-
eo games.

Children like video games be-
cause they are fun and because they 
can be challenging. You have to solve 
problems, work out the best moves 
for your character, and decide how 
to use your equipment and supplies 
in the best possible way. Making all 
these decisions can be exciting.

Parents want to make sure that 
their children are safe and healthy. 
Because of this, they notice different 
things about video games.

Many worry that playing video 
games might have a bad effect on the 
way their child behaves. For example, 
if a video game has lots of ighting in 
it, they worry that playing it will en-
courage their child to be violent.

They are concerned that their 
child might always choose to play a 
video game instead of playing outside 
and getting exercise. Even though 
you sit still when you read a book, 

they know that kids can develop good 
reading skills and learn a lot. Many 
adults aren’t so sure that kids can 
learn anything educational from vid-
eo games.

Sometimes adults think that 
spending too much time with animat-
ed characters is unhealthy for kids. 
They know it’s important for kids to 
spend time with “real” people and 
learn good social skills needed for the 
real world. 

WHAT DO EXPERTS SAY?
Experts think playing video games 
can have good and bad effects on 
kids. New research shows that there 
are lots of bene its.

One good thing is the video games 
that children play today often encour-
age them to work in teams, cooper-
ate, and to help each other. This is be-

cause games today are often designed 
for multiple players, not like old-fash-
ioned video games that were mostly 
designed for one player. 

However, children who are ob-
sessed with video games and play 
them for a long time can get really 
competitive and can often try to win 
at all costs. Experts aren’t sure yet, 
but they have real concerns that this 
might lead to kids acting like this in 
real life too.

One thing you also might like to 
know is that kids who regularly play 
video games often get higher grades 
in maths, science, and reading tests. 
This is because games require players 
to solve puzzles. You won’t get higher 
marks playing any video games, just 
those that require the player to solve 
these kinds of puzzles.

DOING MORE OF THE GOOD 
AND LESS OF THE BAD

It’s important for kids to think about 
what types of games they pick.

Make sure all of your games aren’t 
ighting games. Instead, choose more 

games where you need to solve puz-
zles. These are fun and can also help 
with your schoolwork. Your parents 
will be much happier about that!

Also, think about whether the 
ighting games you play are affecting 

how you play with your friends in 
real life. Only you will really know if 
they are having a bad effect. If they 
are, you might want to change the 
games you play.

Why not ask your parents to play 
a problem-solving video game with 
you? This will help your parents see 
that video games are not all bad.

It’s also important that kids and 
adults don’t spend too much time 
using a screen. That means kids not 
spending all their time on technolo-
gy, and parents not always checking 
their phone and screens.

What we want to aim for is adults 
and kids who can spend some of their 
time on their screens, but also enjoy-
ing other kinds of interests and spend-
ing time with family and friends.

[the writer is a Research-
er: Technology and Learning, 

Western Sydney University]

Curious Kids: Why do adults think
video games are bad?
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KUTSE SHEGU
The Kutse Shegu 
of the late Pema 
Lhamu Bhutia, 
who left for her 
heavenly abode 
on the 23rd of 
April 2017 falls on 
the 10th of June 
2017 [Saturday]. 
All friends, family 
and well-wishers 
are invited to join 

us on the said date at our residence 
below the Forest Check Post, Low-
er Chandmari, Changthang Basti, 
Gangtok, to off er prayers for our be-
loved mother. We also take this oppor-
tunity to thank all for standing by us in 
our hour of bereavement and regret 
our inability to do so personally.

Jigmee Dorjee Bhutia, son (9609756956) and 
Deechen Penzom Bhutia, daughter (7093157826)

BJP appeals 
for active 
participation 
in Sabka 
Saath 
Sammelan
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 09 J :

Bharatiya Janta Party, 
Sikkim, has appealed 

to all its leaders and 
workers to actively par-
ticipate in the upcoming 
Sabka Saath Sabka Vikas 
Sammelan to be held on 
12 June in Rabongla in 
South Sikkim.

BJP state-unit has 
been organising this 
programme in different 
parts of the State to in-
form the people about 
the achievements and 
programmes of the Modi 
Government and to pres-
ent the report card of 
Central government of 
these three years, in-
forms a press release of 
BJP state president, DB 
Chauhan.

The release informs 
that after Rabongla, Sab-
ka Saath Sabka Vikas 
Sammelan is scheduled 
to be held on 14 June at 
Mangan, which will have 
the Union Agriculture 
Minister for State and 
Darjeeling MP, SS Ahlu-
walia, as chief guest.

PALZOR MACHUNGPA
G , 09 J :

When news broke this 
week that the Central 

Government was reportedly 
planning to clear the streets 
of momos, which is one of the 
most popular snacks of the 
country now, outrage broke 
out among fans of the coun-
try’s famously cheap snack as 
the story racked up national 
headlines.

It all started when a Bhara-
tiya Janata Party legislator, 
lawyer Ramesh Arora on 
Wednesday claimed scienti ic 
evidence to support the con-
tention that the use of mono-
sodium glutamate (huching) 
in momos have been found to 
be the root cause of several 
life-threatening diseases, in-
cluding cancer of the intestine. 

We have seen the dish 
get famous from the villages 
to every nook and corner of 
cities in India. We have wit-
nessed them evolve. For in-
stance, initially we only ate 
round momos but as time 
passed the sizes started vary-
ing from round to half-moon 
shaped with designs and all. 
Our very own, Shuf le Momos 
have experimented with dif-
ferent momo stuf ings rang-
ing from mushroom to ish to 

mutton and many more. 
One minute in Gangtok 

and we ind tourists, students, 
moms, dads savoring the 
amazing dish. 

It goes without saying that 
Mr Arora’s appeal for a ban on 
momos did not go down well 
with people. From calling it “bi-
zzare” and ‘xenophobic’ social 
media is buzzing with opinions.

Here are some of our local 
reactions.

Local rapper and songwrit-
er UNB took to Facebook and 

wrote- ‘Yeh mo-mo ke dhaage, 
Teri ungliyon se ja uljhe, #Mo-
moban #PoliticalPain’

Saloang Lepcha said- 
‘When you live in a country 
where you are told what to 
watch, what to love and what 
to eat. August 15 starts feeling 
like a sick joke year after year! 
#bee ban #momoban’

Another momo fan, Simon 
Chettri pointed- ‘They can 
ban momos, but they cannot 
ban moms’

Himanson Rai shared an 

interesting possibility in our 
near future- ‘Ban this, Ban 
that, Ban alcohol and now 
momo too. What next? Salt?’

Momo is delicious and we 
don’t want it to go anywhere 
rather than our stomach but I 
researched some of the claims 
that Mr Arora made and it is 
kind of a bummer. 

Momos are made from re-
ined lour (maida) which caus-

es excess rush of blood sugar 
taking it up immediately like 
a roller coaster ride and drop-

ping it the same way. This is 
obviously not good for our sys-
tem. Also, the MSG (huching) 
we use in momos is not healthy. 

In fact according to Dr Jo-
seph Mercola’s website, “MSG 
is widespread and silent kill-
er that’s worse for our health 
than alcohol, nicotine and 
many drugs. 

According to Dr Mercola, a 
world famous dietician, MSG is 
one of the worst food additives 
on the market and is used in 
canned soups, crackers, meats, 
salad dressings, momos and 
many other fast foods. 

One of the best overviews 
of the very real dangers of 
MSG comes from Dr Russell 
Blaylock, a board-certi ied 
neurosurgeon and author of 
“Excitotoxins: The Taste that 
Kills.” In it he explains that 
MSG is an excitotoxin, which 
means it overexcites your 
cells to the point of damage 
or death, causing brain dam-
age to varying degrees -- and 
potentially even triggering or 
worsening learning disabili-
ties, Alzheimer’s disease, Par-
kinson’s disease, Lou Gehrig’s 
disease and more.

Even the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) states:

“Studies have shown that 
the body uses glutamate, 

an amino acid, as a nerve 
impulse transmitter in the 
brain and that there are glu-
tamate-responsive tissues 
in other parts of the body, as 
well. Abnormal function of 
glutamate receptors has been 
linked with certain neurolog-
ical diseases, such as Alzhei-
mer’s disease and Hunting-
ton’s chorea. Injections of glu-
tamate in laboratory animals 
have resulted in damage to 
nerve cells in the brain.”

Not scaring anyone with 
these medical terms but it is 
something to think about. How-
ever, our affair with momos will 
continue and this small bump 
in the road is highly unlikely 
to affect that. Remember when 
we were told how one of our 
favourite snack manufacturers 
puts the whole chicken, feath-
ers and intestines and all, while 
manufacturing the delicious 
snack? Did that stop us from 
making even jhyalmuri with 
the snack and eating it with our 
friends at school? 

If the memory of the 
claims which said that 
Kurkure was made from plas-
tic didn’t stop us from still 
devouring Kurkure -- and ev-
erything else -- we don’t think 
anything will stop us from 
eating Momos.

So, someone thought he could ban momos!

Kpg shuts 
down, 
tourists 
get out 
and army 
matches
SUMMIT REPORT
K , 09 J :

The 12-hour strike 
called by the Gorkha 

Janmukti Morcha in the 
hills ended successfully 
and without any untow-
ard incident across the 
two districts of Darjeel-
ing and Kampong. 

Around 7 in the morn-
ing, the Army staged a 
lag march through town, 

and later, the District 
Magistrate, Dr. Biswa-
nath, briefed reporters 
that, more than 200 tour-
ists were evacuated from 
town with police escort. 

“All the of ices, block 
of ice, GP of ice, hospi-
tals are open. NBSTC 
buses are running 
smoothly for trans-
porting the tourists; 
the Highway-NH10 is 
also running smoothly, 
we are keeping a close 
watch on Morcha’s activ-
ities,” the DM said. 

He futher said, “No 
one should face any dif-
iculty. We have started 

a help desk for tourists 
and have also opened a 
control room. If anyone 
has to go to Siliguri or 
come to Kalimpong from 
Siliguri the administra-
tion is there for their 
safety, there is nothing 
to worry”.

Most of the tourist 
had a weekend plan in 
the hills but had to leave 
without exploring the 
place.

Meanwhile, around 
12:30 pm, a group of 
bandh supporters burnt 
tyres at 9th Mile to hinder 
the progress of NBSTC 
buses requisition to ferry 
tourists to Siliguri. 

Dr RB Bhujel presi-
dent of GJMM Kalimpong 
District committee has 
thanked all for success-
fully observing the 12 
hours strike.

SUMMIT REPORT
D , 09 J : 

The Gorkha Janmukti 
Morcha will sit in an 

emergency central com-
mittee meeting on Sat-
urday to chalk out future 
programmes. Meanwhile, 
amidst the 12 hour youth 
Morcha bandh on Friday, 
West Bengal CM Mamata 
Banerjee went around 
town reassuring tourists 
and overseeing the police 
bandobast.

“There will be no 
bandh on Saturday. We 

will walk the Gorkhaland 
path, therefore we will 
discard the Gorkhaland 
Territorial Administra-
tion. Without following 
the prescribed protocol 
and informing me, the 
State Government has 
withdrawn my police se-
curity. The Central Gov-
ernment should look into 
it. The West Bengal Gov-
ernment has launched 
a reign of terror. Presi-
dent’s Rule has to be im-
posed in Bengal,” stated 
the GJM president Bimal 

Gurung talking to media 
persons. Army contin-
ued route march and lag 
march throughout the 
day.

Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee on Friday 
declared that law would 
take its own course and 
that no one is above law. 
The Government will 
take a tough stand she 
declared.

An of ice of the ITI in 
Mongpu was torched in 
the early hours of Friday.

A committee com-

prising of three senior 
IPS of icers has been 
constituted to look into 
the law and order situa-
tion of the Hills. Stranded 
tourists were evacuated 
by State buses to Siliguri 
and onward to Kolkata.

On Friday morn-
ing the CM visited the 
Chowrasta area where 
the police vehicles were 
torched.  Along with 15 
police vehicles and a 
State bus, a police booth 
had been torched on 
Thursday.

The District Magis-
trate, Darjeeling, also is-
sued prohibitory orders 
barring people from en-
tering and staying in the 
Gorkha Ranga Mancha 
Bhawan at Chowrasta 
which also houses the 
GTA of ices.

Reacting to Gurung’s 
allegations that TMC 
youths had hurled stones 
which had led to the 
clash, Mamata Banerjee 
stated, “The TMC sup-
porters were in front of 
the Raj Bhawan and not 
in the spot where trouble 
broke out.”

Keeping a close watch 
and reviewing the situ-
ation, she held multiple 
meetings with police and 
administrative top brass 
at the Richmond Govern-
ment Guest House. 

GJM to decide future progs today

K , J  9 (PTI): The Kolk-
ata Police has arrested a fake doc-
tor from the city’s Panchasayar 
area, a senior of icer said today.

The sleuths arrested Moham-
med Akbar Ali from Sahid Smriti 
Colony yesterday after the Pan-
chasayar police station lodged a 
suo motu complaint against Ali, he 
said.

“Mohammed Akbar Ali was ar-
rested from his chamber in Sahid 
Smriti Colony under the jurisdic-
tion of Panchasayar police station 
yesterday,” a senior of icer of Kolk-
ata Police said.

“He had been practising as 
MBBS doctor there without having 
a valid registration from the West 

Bengal Medical Council. We are 
looking into the matter and an in-
vestigation is on,” he said.

Ali was booked under several 
sections such as punishment of 
criminal conspiracy, cheating by 
personation and forgery of valu-
able security, he said.

The West Bengal CID had 
formed a Special Investigating 
Team (SIT) in connection with the 
issue after the West Bengal Medi-
cal Council declared that over 500 
fake doctors were operating in dif-
ferent state-run and private hospi-
tals across the state.

The CID had arrested six fake 
doctors. They were attached to dif-
ferent state-run and well-known 

private hospitals in the state.
The state Medical Council had 

lodged complaints with the police, 
on the basis of which the arrests 
were made.

The Council had also appealed 
to people to inform it if they sus-
pected anybody to be a fake doctor.

The Council had issued a direc-
tive to doctors to register them-
selves afresh, renew and update 
their credentials with them after 
the CID insisted.

The medical council had di-
rected hospitals to provide it with 
names of registered doctors since 
that would help the council screen 
the list of doctors practising in the 
state.

Kolkata Police arrests
another fake doctor
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KEN TANN
theconversation.com

Emails are ubiquitous in a mod-
ern, globalised workforce. 

However, a well-crafted email can 
make the sender appear approach-
able and competent, while a poorly 
constructed one is less persuasive, 
and leaves recipients less willing 
to comply with the request.

Alongside making requests and 
providing information, emails help 
us build rapport in the workplace 
and long-term business relation-
ships. So it’s unsurprising that 
there’s a sizable market for help 
with email etiquette.

An internet search for “email 
etiquette” generates 433,000 re-
sults, while a search for books on 
email etiquette fetches 76 titles 
(on Amazon.com). However, the 
advice we get is often hazy, lacking 
justi ication, and may even be con-
tradictory at times.

A 2003 study suggested that 
these different opinions on what 
to write in an email will converge 
over time, and that rules will 
emerge. But 14 years later, we still 
haven’t gone very far in producing 
or sticking to a standard.

WHY THERE IS NO 
STANDARD WHEN IT COMES 

TO EMAIL ETIQUETTE
The problem is emails are all written 
for very different purposes, including 
personal messages and invitations, 
advertising and customer inquiries, 
team announcements and company 
newsletters among other things. The 
setting also changes; what is accept-

able in an academic’s emails is differ-
ent from business emails.

The norms in emails also vary 
between internal and external 
communication, according to pro-
fession and across cultures.

It doesn’t help either that the 
conventions of email communi-
cation are constantly evolving. If 
there isn’t a one-size- its-all tem-
plate that we can apply, what can 
we rely on to guide email writing?

IT’S ALL ABOUT THE CONTEXT
If you look at the context for each 
email it can give you a guide as to 
what to write. Take for example 
greeting and closing an email.

A common point of disagree-

ment between commentators is 
the need for proper greetings and 
closings. On the one hand, our 
guidebooks tell us we should al-
ways include an appropriate greet-
ing, while on the other, the emails 
we often see in the workplace 
seem to contain no greetings at all.

Openings and closings in 
emails are used to establish the 
relationship between the sender 
and the recipient, so this should 
be the irst consideration. Employ-
ees who are addressing a distant 
colleague or someone with higher 
authority, for example, are more 
likely to include a greeting.

However, the relationship be-
tween sender and recipient de-

velops as emails form a chain of 
exchanges. Chances are that most 
of the internal emails we send are 
linked to an earlier phone call or 
other emails. In that case the re-
lationship and context would have 
been well-established already.

These forms of quick exchang-
es without a greeting or closing re-
semble an ongoing spoken conver-
sation stretched over a few emails. 
So any further greetings would 
seem repetitive and excessive.

However, a sender may still 
choose to include greetings and 
closing expressions such as “Dear 
Mr X” and “Kind regards” to em-
phasise or downplay the difference 
in power or to put some distance 

between themselves and their re-
cipient. Conversely, inclusive sal-
utations such as “Hi Team” or “Hi 
everyone” and empathetic closes 
such as “Well done” could help to 
invoke solidarity among your co-
workers and trigger them to act.

It’s also useful to consider the 
role that the email plays in the 
overall activity. Internal emails are 
often short and succinct, because 
they are sent to provide instruc-
tions or information as part of the 
daily work low.

Once the purpose of such mes-
sages is identi ied, details can be 
summarised in point form and ab-
breviations, so your team members 
can easily retrieve the information 
they need without wading through 
lines of pleasantries. Keeping the 
message brief also makes it easier 
to read on smartphones.

However, when it comes to 
conducting delicate negotiations 
with customers, when it is neces-
sary to build trust, assert power 
and establish relationships, emails 
would have to be longer. Send-
ers would have to couch sensitive 
messages in formal language and 
stock phrases, to strengthen their 
authority by making the message 
sound impersonal. 

TO SMILEY FACE OR NOT?
Guidebooks also disagree on the 
use of newer features that devi-
ate from more traditional forms of 
writing, such as emoticons. How-
ever, emoticons provide a useful 
way to manage solidarity by soft-

ening requests and minimising im-
positions at the workplace.

So let’s face it – regardless of 
what the guidebooks say, people 
are going to continue using them. 
This is because emails lack the 
non-verbal cues that we rely on in 
face-to-face interactions, such as 
facial expressions, and this creates 
the potential for ambiguity and 
uncertainty in how messages are 
interpreted. Emoticons are used 
to disambiguate the tone of a mes-
sage where there are more than 
one way to interpret it.

However, senders may also ap-
propriate and exploit the digital fea-
tures in emails to pursue complex 
agendas. While the “CC” function 
ostensibly provides accountability 
and allows monitoring of work pro-
cesses, senders may choose to copy 
in a colleague in a power-play to 
strengthen their authority and put 
pressure on the recipient.

It’s worth mentioning that in 
these examples, the email send-
ers are not simply observing a set 
of rules for each context; they are 
actively shaping their context with 
each choice they make.

The things we choose to do or not 
do with emails are social actions. As a 
part of human interaction, emails are 
as nuanced and complex as the social 
world we write them in. It is unlike-
ly that we can rely on a checklist or 
quick- ix rules to get them right, as 
appealing as that may sound.

[the writer is Lecturer in 
Communication Management, 
The University of Queensland]

To smiley face or not: the complexity of email etiquette

Nepal honours 
Indian who 
climbed 
Everest for 
record 6 times
SHIRISH B PRADHAN
K , J  9 
(PTI): Nepal has felic-
itated an Indian who 
became the irst person 
from the country to sum-
mit Mount Everest for a 
record six times.

Love Raj Singh Dhar-
mashaktu, a Padma Shri 
recipient who hails from 
Uttarakhand, was hon-
oured at a function or-
ganised by Adventure 
Sports Tourism Society 
in Lalitpur Metropolitan 
City near here yesterday.

Dharmashaktu was 
appointed a Tourism 
Ambassador of Nepal to 
north India during the 
function.

The veteran moun-
taineer climbed the 
8,848-metre high 
mountain peak, the 
world’s tallest, for the 
sixth time on May 27, 
according to Nepal’s 
Tourism Department.

Dharmashaktu, who 
works with India’s bor-
der-guarding force -- 
Border Security Force, 
received a felicitation 
letter from the Depart-
ment of Tourism and Ad-
venture Sports Tourism 
Society.

He irst scaled Mount 
Everest, locally known 
as Sagarmatha, in 1998 
and received India’s 
prestigious Tenzing Nor-
gay National Adventure 
Award in 2003.

More than 4,000 peo-
ple have so far climbed 
Mount Everest.

SAGAR CHETTRI
G , 09 J :

Marathon Man of Sikkim, Amar 
Subba, has expressed his hap-

piness on successfully completing 
the recently concluded Spiritual Run 
and Tenzing Hillary Everest Mara-
thon in Nepal.

It may be mentioned here that 
Marathon Man participated in a 
300 km long Spiritual Run from 
Lumbini, the birth place of Lord 
Buddha, to Everest Base Camp held 
from 14-28 May. He also participat-
ed in the world’s highest marathon, 
Tenzing Hillary Everest Marathon, 
from Mount Everest base camp on 
29 May. He bagged a silver medal 
in half marathon of 21 km with the 
timing of 2 hours 33 minutes and 
15 seconds.

“It was a proud moment for me 
to be a part of the Spiritual Run. 
During the whole run I also prayed 
for the peace and welfare of Sik-
kim and its people. It was also a 
rare opportunity for me to explore 

beautiful high altitude places of 
Nepal,” said Mr Subba today in a 
press conference.  

There were only four runners 
in the Spiritual Run, Mr Subba and 
three others from Nepal. 

The 48-year-old Marathon Man 
also expressed his happiness and 
satisfaction on winning a silver med-
al in the Tenzing Hillary Everest Mar-
athon.

“It was the toughest marathon 
of my life. The main problem I faced 
was the lack of oxygen but I was 
committed to bring glory to Sikkim 
and when I inished the marathon in 
second place I forgot all my pains,” 
he said.

The marathon started from Ev-
erest Base Camp [5,364 m] and cov-
ered the route of Gorakshep [5,140 
m], Lobuche Pass [5,110 m], Dughla 
Pass [4,620 m], Dingboche [4,530 
m], Pheriche Pass [4,270 m], Teng-
boche [3,867 m] and ended at Nam-
che Bazaar [3,440 m]. 

The marathon was organised to 

commemorate the 64th anniversa-
ry of the irst successful ascent of 
Mount Everest by Tenzing Norgay 
Sherpa and Sir Edmund Hillary on 
29 May, 1953.

He thanked the organisers for in-
viting him to the event and all well 
wishers for their support.

Mr Subba is now practicing for 
the upcoming 24 Hours Stadium 
Challenge to be held on 28 July in 
Bangalore. Earlier, he participated in 
12 Hours challenge of this event in 
2014 and stood third after covering 
a distance of 96 KMs.

“I will now immediately start 
preparation in different altitudes in 
and outside the State. My morale is 
high with my recent performances in 
Nepal and it will also help me for my 
upcoming event,” he said.

Marathon Man shares Nepal run experience

to be a part of the first-ev-
er AIFF awards night on 
Thursday.

“Kyrgyz Republic is a big 
hurdle for us but we are con-
ident to qualify for the AFC 

Asian Cup in 2019 and with 
the winning momentum that 
we have, adds to it.

“When you win everybody 
is happy. Winning changes 
things.

It is very important for 
teams to keep winning. We 
hope to put our best foot for-
ward,” Chhetri, who won the 
Hero of the Hero I-League 
Award, added.

The recent rise in the FIFA 
ranking, which sees Constan-
tine’s men at 100, has made 
the team more determined.

But Chhetri wasn’t willing 
to read much into it.

“Rankings are important 
to some extent as there are 
a lot of variables at play. But 
it is imperative for us to keep 
winning matches like we did 
against Myanmar, Puetro Rico 
and Nepal. As a player you nev-
er worry about FIFA rankings, 
you put your head down and 
do the work.”

Gurpreet Singh Sandhu, who 
was won the award for special 
recognition added: “Rankings 
do matter but as a player our 
job is to concentrate on the pitch 
and give it our best.”

“We can only take good 

points going into the match 
against Kyrgyz Republic. We 
don’t have to be cocky about 
winning seven games in a row, 
but aim to maintain our win-
ning streak,” the irst-ever In-
dian to play in an Europa Cup 
match said.

Chhetri heaped praise on 
fellow forward Jeje Lalpekhlua, 
who received the AIFF Player 
of the Year Award.

“Jeje is the best player in 
the country right now. He has 
been outstanding for the coun-
try and whenever he plays we 
ind ourselves in a comfortable 

position. He is going to take us 
places.”

The Mizo striker has been a 
boon for both club and country 
and even found the net against 
Nepal.

“My target right now is to 
win the match against Kyrgyz 
Republic and boost our effort 
to qualify for the AFC Asian 
Cup,” Jeje stated.

“I contribute my perfor-
mance to my hard work off the 
pitch and it is very important 
for me as well to keep scoring 
and help my team in whatever 
way possible.”

Meanwhile, Debjit Majum-
dar, Udanta Singh, Nishu Ku-
mar, Shubhasish Bose and Lal-
ruatthara have been released 
from the camp.

The team will be travelling 
to Bengaluru on June 10 for the 
match against Kyrgyz Republic.

Win against Kyrgyzstan will 
boost our chances: Chhetri

contd from pg01

B , J  9 (PTI): 
Australia will be desperate-
ly hoping to play a full game 
under clear skies when they 
face arch-rivals England in 
their must-win Champions 
Trophy clash here tomorrow.

While England are al-
ready through to the semi-
inals, all the pressure will 

be on Australia to perform 
after washouts against New 
Zealand and Bangladesh hurt 
their chances of making the 
last four.

Australia had to share 
points with both their previ-
ous opponents and now face 
a bizarre situation where 
they could be out of the tour-
nament without playing a full 
game.

Rain threat over the cru-
cial contest looms large as 
all three games here at Edg-
baston have been affected by 
the weather, one being Aus-
tralia-New Zealand washout 
while games between India 
and Pakistan, and South Af-
rica and Pakistan, had to be 
curtailed.

Even if the skies are clear 
tomorrow, Australia face a 
daunting task against title 
favourites England, who have 
breezed into the semi inals 
with emphatic wins over Ban-
gladesh and New Zealand.

The batsmen from Down 
Under did not get much time 

at the crease in the rain hit 
matches and now have to 
deal with a well-balanced En-
glish bowling attack.

The top-order -- com-
prising David Warner, Aaron 
Finch and Steven Smith -- has 
still spent some time in the 
middle but the middler-order 
is severely short on match 
practice.

However, Australia would 
be taking positives out of 
their bowling performance in 
their last game in which they 
bowled out Bangladesh for 
182 before rain denied them 
a probable victory.

Premier pacer Mitchell 
Starc ired with four wick-
ets and was well supported 
by Josh Hazlewood and Pat 
Cummins. Leggie Adam Zam-
pa too was impressive with 

two wickets in four overs.
They will have to ind 

a way to contain the in-
form England batting which 
crossed 300 in both their pre-
vious games.

Opener Alex Hales scored 
his second ifty of the tour-
nament against New Zealand 
while Joe Root came up with 
a half century after his un-
beaten 133 in the Champions 
Trophy opener against Ban-
gladesh. Jason Roy is the only 
one who is due for big runs.

Former Australia bats-
man Michael Hussey feels 
England will be favourites 
to win the much awaited 
fixture.

“There is a great rivalry 
between Australia and En-
gland spanning over a cen-
tury and any match between 

the two teams is always hotly 
contested,” Hussey wrote in 
his column for the ICC.

“I am sure England would 
love nothing else but to knock 
the dangerous Australian 
team out of the tournament.

“For Australia, it is im-
portant to be desperate but 
to not try too hard to force 
the result. Sometimes the 
harder you try, the worse you 
play.

“It is also important to 
look down and not up with 
regards to the weather. They 
must keep their focus on 
what they can control and the 
weather is something they 
can t,” he added.

Teams (from):
Australia: Steve Smith 

(captain), David Warner, 
Aaron Smith, Pat Cummins, 
John Hastings, Josh Hazle-
wood, Travis Head, Moises 
Henriques, Chris Lynn, Glenn 
Maxwell, James Pattinson, 
Mitchell Starc, Marcus Stoin-
is, Matthew Wade, Adam 
Zampa.

England: Eoin Morgan 
(captain), Moeen Ali, Jonny 
Bairstow, Jake Ball, Sam Bill-
ings, Alex Hales, Jos Buttler, 
Liam Plunkett, Adil Rashid, 
Joe Root, Jason Roy, Ben 
Stokes, David Willey, Chris 
Woakes, Mark Wood, Steven 
Finn.

Match starts 3pm IST.

Weather, England stand in
Australia’s way
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CLASSIFIEDS
To book advertisements in 

this space, call 03592-208698;  
9933427505;  9734152451

TRIBAL PLOT FOR 
SALE: Land situated at 
Jorethang Road, Nam-
chi [backside] touches 
Tinzer road measuring 
70ftx200 ft approximate-
ly is available for imme-
diate sale. For details 
contact: 85097-06344, 
973312662.

FLAT FOR RENT: 
2BHK including toi-
let-bathroom, located 
above Accountant Gen-
eral’s quarters, Devel-
opment Area. Contact 
9734764711 for details.

NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
SINGAM SAPPHIRE MORNING DEAR KIND EVENING

Draw time: 11:55 am onwards Draw time: 08:00 pm onwards
Draw No:6 DrawDate on:09/06/17 Draw No:111 DrawDate on:09/06/17

1st Prize Rs.10 Lakhs/- 89B 30405 1st Prize Rs.50 Lakhs/- 88H 08528
   (Including Super Prize Amt)     (Including Super Prize Amt)

Cons. Prize Rs.9,100/- 30405 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 08528 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9,000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
05980 10175 16485 22620 59485 01921 17964 22051 31602 33733
64586 73521 74833 87119 89107 34613 34798 93607 94324 95359
3rd Prize Rs.500/- 3rd Prize  Rs.9000/-
0137 1736 2804 3365 4084 5028 5833 6810 7556 8238 01785 11617 12242 23730 28461
4th Prize Rs.300/- 30945 34814 35839 65014 90030
0114 0150 0343 0621 0869 2565 5375 5448 6361 6840 4th Prize Rs.1000/-
5th Prize Rs.130/- 0544 0974 3031 3282 4686 5175 6381 7130 8606 9420
0170 0346 0413 0522 0568 0660 0688 0783 0911 1095 5th Prize Rs.600/-
1139 1304 1340 1380 1425 1513 1554 1676 1863 1948 0747 1343 3249 3981 4047 5116 6946 7303 8156 9495
2024 2159 2195 2573 2630 2690 2900 2999 3014 3045 6th Prize Rs.250/-
3098 3325 3380 3419 3670 3712 3718 3842 3895 4019 0041 0047 0056 0181 0327 0409 0441 0484 0486 0609
4070 4082 4086 4180 4197 4222 4396 4547 4568 4720 0665 0791 0827 1049 1323 1356 1517 1520 1527 1779
5048 5049 5072 5095 5111 5260 5287 5386 5487 5527 2022 2071 2155 2211 2364 2367 2522 2526 2601 2609
5652 5691 5812 5938 6113 6119 6161 6168 6402 6506 2622 2659 2734 3081 3300 3686 3806 3838 3878 4087
6539 6780 7082 7150 7324 7417 7474 7509 7749 7773 4286 4372 4387 4547 4634 4735 4834 4856 4913 5028
7907 7955 7967 8080 8138 8343 8422 8494 8781 8884 5029 5039 5312 5465 5482 5586 5693 5830 5845 6081
8914 9031 9342 9343 9553 9599 9707 9802 9848 9931 6090 6208 6478 6510 6612 6654 6738 6799 6888 6895
Issued by: 6957 6979 7118 7136 7182 7195 7241 7317 7434 7544
The Director, Nagaland State Lotteries, Kohima, Nagaland. 7598 7744 7880 7886 7892 7929 7976 8109 8584 8643
For Results, please visit: www.nagalandlotteries.com 8831 8912 9013 9256 9596 9616 9688 9749 9753 9829

KINDLY CHECK THE RESULTS WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE.

DEAR BENEFIT SINGAM DIGNITY EVENING
Draw No:47 DrawDate on:09/06/17 Draw No:18 DrawDate on:09/06/17

1st Prize Rs.50 Lakhs/- 86E 80083 1st Prize Rs.10 Lakhs/- 92D 38116
  (Including Super Prize Amt)   (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 80083 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9,100/- 38116 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/- 2nd Prize Rs.9,000/-
53539 54393 60160 61732 69053 12277 17043 29309 32639 54866
69976 72713 83955 89480 92036 60451 61081 68885 75866 90358
3rd Prize  Rs.9000/- 3rd Prize Rs.500/-
05575 11452 24528 26249 42998 0107 0307 3007 5659 6280 6448 6831 7398 9023 9673
48088 75802 81158 96297 97435 4th Prize Rs.300/-
4th Prize Rs.1000/- 0031 2309 2885 2952 3795 6255 6786 7362 7578 9011
0107 0585 2700 5054 5483 5515 6002 6690 8007 8279 5th Prize Rs.130/-
5th Prize Rs.600/- 0214 0300 0328 0365 0393 0660 0722 0732 0738 0754
0609 0762 1031 1855 3345 4341 5877 6902 9666 9801 0761 0884 1067 1535 1550 1890 1935 1962 2000 2023
6th Prize Rs.250/- 2030 2058 2059 2155 2221 2448 2463 2706 2794 2985
0273 0400 0429 0454 0465 0556 0743 0942 1026 1037 3036 3044 3259 3381 3424 3530 3584 3639 3688 3767
1272 1380 1438 1458 1489 1727 1846 1861 1889 1940 3771 3888 4008 4029 4032 4201 4214 4308 4370 4390
2000 2163 2256 2326 2357 2766 2849 2952 2968 3026 4397 4406 4517 4727 4738 4746 5071 5512 5514 5758
3266 3293 3296 3478 3639 3780 3791 3813 3834 3870 5892 5900 5982 6130 6132 6173 6490 6538 6550 6705
4077 4290 4303 4449 4584 4630 4899 4907 4923 4952 6779 7345 7359 7413 7419 7467 7561 7611 7894 8103
5001 5065 5082 5234 5437 5506 5647 5654 5682 5870 8214 8228 8425 8448 8541 8560 8654 8744 8832 8975
5960 6056 6332 6387 6390 6476 6503 6528 6745 6850 9109 9221 9314 9397 9427 9447 9551 9577 9628 9645
6907 6908 7039 7047 7107 7395 7423 7489 7816 7849 Issued by:
7999 8667 8674 8829 8845 8921 8975 8982 9020 9097 The Director, Sikkim State Lotteries, Deorali-737102
9253 9271 9273 9415 9453 9500 9528 9611 9617 9700 Please visit: www.sikkimlotteries.com

SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES

KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE

ADITI KHANNA
L , J  9 (PTI): UK 
Prime Minister Theresa 
May today failed spec-
tacularly in her gamble 
to call early election to 
boost her position during 
Brexit negotiations as 
voters robbed her of the 
parliamentary majority, 
prompting calls for her 
immediate resignation.

Though May’s Con-
servative Party emerged 
as the single largest par-
ty on a sensational elec-
tion night, the impressive 
show by Labour Party led 
by Jeremy Corbyn sent 
the British politics into 
turmoil, putting May in a 
complex situation ahead 
of the Brexit talks sched-
uled to start on June 19.

The results - a sort of 
turnaround in fortunes 
for both major parties - 
have thrown that timeta-
ble into doubt.

With results declared 
for nearly all of the 650 
seats, Conservatives 
won 318 while the op-
position Labour secured 
261, leaving neither par-
ty anywhere close to the 
326 seats required for an 
overall majority.

The shock defeat for 
Conservatives - despited 
pre-poll projections of a 
comfortable majority - is 
seen by the British me-
dia as a “humiliation” for 
May to continue in her 
position.

May in April had 

chosen to call the elec-
tion three years ahead 
of the schedule to try to 
strengthen her hand in 
talks with the European 
Union to pull Britain out 
of the single market.

The result threw the 
UK in a political turmoil 
amid increasing ter-
ror-related incidents.

May won her Maid-
enhead seat in south-
east England with 
37,780 votes, nonethe-
less May faced pressure 
to resign after losing 
her parliamentary ma-

jority she had before the 
election.

Conservative MP 
Anna Soubry publicly 
questioned whether May 
should remain as leader 
after the elections results, 
which she called “dread-
ful” and a “disaster”.

Labour’s Corbyn, 68, 
urged the prime minis-
ter “to go” and said he 
was “ready to serve the 
country” as May, 60, has 
lost in her gamble to call 
a snap election.

But May dismissed any 
intention of resigning.

According to a Down-
ing Street statement, 
May was headed to the 
Buckingham Palace to 
meet Queen Elizabeth II 
to say her party can form 
the government with the 
support of 10 Democratic 
Unionist Party (DUP) MPs 
in the House of Commons.

The election had been 

classi ied as a “Brexit 
election” and the result is 
being seen as giving hope 
to the 48 per cent who 
had voted to remain in 
the EU in the June 2016 
referendum and a rejec-
tion of May’s so-called 
“hard Brexit” stance.

EU’s chief negotiator, 
Michel Barnier, indicat-
ed Brexit talks now be 
delayed from the date 
set for its start. Barnier 
tweeted the talks should 
begin only when the UK 
is “ready”.

Conceding to her 
dashed hopes of a land-
slide win, May said: “My 
resolve is the same that 
as it has been. Whatever 
the results, the Conserva-
tive party will remain the 
party of stability.”

“At this time, the 
country needs a period 
of stability,” and “it will 
be incumbent on us that 

we provide that period of 
stability,” she said.

Corbyn, beaming 
with hope, claimed on 
Twitter that the Labour 
party had “changed the 
face of British politics”.

“Politics has changed 
and this is people say-
ing they have had quite 
enough... I am very proud 
of the results that are 
coming in and the vote 
for hope. The Prime Min-
ister called the election 
because she wanted a 
mandate and the man-
date is that she has lost 
seats,” he said after his 
win from his seat at Is-
lington North in north 
London.

Labour picked up 
29 seats and the Tories 
were on course to lose 13 
seats. The Scottish Na-
tional Party (SNP) were 
down by 22, losing seats 
to the Tories, Labour and 

Lib Dems, in a major set-
back for Scottish First 
Minister Nicola Sturgeon.

The turnout in the 
election is estimated at 
around 68.7 per cent up 
2 per cent on the last 
general election.

The Conservatives 
have won 44 per cent of 
the vote, Labour 41 per 
cent, the Liberal Demo-
crats 8 per cent, UKIP 2 
per cent and the Greens 
2 per cent.

The tally for the re-
maining parties stands as 
35 MPs for SNP, Liberal 
Democrats have 12 MPs, 
up four from last time, 
and others at 13 MPs.

May fails in election gamble as voters throw hung parliament

MANASH PRATIM 
BHUYAN
A , J  9 (PTI): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi today underscored 
the need to respect each 
other’s core concerns 
and appropriately han-
dle the disputes as he 
met Chinese President 
Xi Jinping amid tensions 
in the bilateral ties over 
a host of issues including 
the CPEC and India’s NSG 
membership bid.

The two leaders met 
in the Kazakh capital, 
Astana, on the sidelines 
of the Shanghai Cooper-
ation Organisation (SCO) 
Summit.

It is the irst meeting 
between the two leaders 
after India boycotted the 
high-pro ile Belt and Road 
Forum held in Beijing last 
month in which 29 world 
leaders took part.

India abstained from 
the summit to highlight 
its concerns over the 
USD 50 billion China-Pa-
kistan Economic Corri-
dor which is part of the 
Belt and Road Initiative 
(BRI) and passes through 
Gilgit and Baltistan in Pa-
kistan-occupied Kashmir.

During his meeting 
with Xi, Modi said the 
two sides should tap their 
potential in cooperation, 
strengthen communica-
tion and coordination in in-
ternational affairs, respect 
each other’s core concerns 
and appropriately handle 
their disputes.

The Indian side is 
grateful for China’s sup-
port for India’s accession 
to the SCO and will work 
closely with China in the 
organisation, Modi said.

On his part, Xi told 
Modi that the two sides 
should increase com-
munication and coor-

dination in multilateral 
affairs and appropriately 
control and handle dis-
putes and sensitive prob-
lems, China’s of icial Xin-
hua news agency said.

In Beijing, Chinese 
Foreign Ministry spokes-
person Hua Chunying 
told a media brie ing that 
both the countries “should 
also address sensitive and 
major issues” as she high-
lighted the issues igured 
in the meeting.

“India should focus 
more cooperation and 
work alongside to pro-
vide assistance to each 
other’s developmental 

goals,” Hua said.
“The two sides should 

strengthen the comple-
mentarities of the devel-
opment strategies and 
press ahead with the ma-
jor cooperation projects 
such as energy and rail-
ways,” Hua said.

She also said the 
two sides should press 
ahead in a major way on 
Bangladesh, China, In-
dia Myanmar Corridor 
(BCIM) besides tourism, 
culture and other rele-
vant ields.

BCIM is part of the 
China’s multi-billion dol-
lar Belt and Road initia-
tive (BRI).

Xi also congratulated 
India on becoming of i-
cial member of the SCO, 
she said.

“We hope that the 
two counties will work 
together to ensure the 
development of the SCO,” 
he told Modi.

Faced with profound 
and complex changes of 
the international situa-
tion, China and India, as 
the world’s two largest 
developing countries, 
should pay more atten-
tion to cooperation and 

go ahead with each other 
as partners, so as to instill 
more momentum into 
each other’s development 
and contribute to world 
peace, stability and com-
mon development, said 
the Chinese president. Xi 
said China attaches great 
importance to its ties 
with India.

The Chinese president 
called for more high-level 
interactions, institution-
alised exchanges, strate-
gic communication and 
policy alignment between 
the two countries, Xinhua 
reported.

China and India 
should also boost trade 
and investment cooper-
ation and work together 
for earlier harvest from 
large- scale cooperation 
projects in such areas as 
production capability, 
industrial parks and rail-
way construction, Xi said.

The Chinese Presi-
dent said his country is 
willing to cooperate with 
India within the SCO 
framework and contrib-
ute to the healthy and 
sustained development 
of the organisation.

China is vocal about 

its stand to block In-
dia’s admission into the 
48-member Nuclear 
Suppliers Group (NSG). 
It had also stalled India’s 
move to list Jaish-e-Mo-
hammed chief Masood 
Azhar as a global terror-
ist by the UN.

After Astana, Modi 
and Xi are also expect-
ed to cross paths at the 
G20 summit to be held 
next month in Hamburg, 
Germany followed by 
Brazil, Russia, India, Chi-
na, South Africa (BRICS) 
summit to be held in Xia-
men, China in September.

Modi meets Xi, calls for respecting each other’s core concerns

Qatar slams Saudi, 
allies terrorism 
list as ‘baseless’
D , J  9 (AFP): Qatar today 
dismissed as “baseless” a terror-
ism blacklist published by Saudi 
Arabia and its allies which linked 
individuals and organisations in 
Doha to support for Islamist mili-
tant groups.

The emirate was responding just 
hours after Saudi Arabia, the United 
Arab Emirates, Egypt and Bahrain 
published a list of 59 people and en-
tities linked to “terrorism”.

“The recent joint statement issued 
by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Bah-
rain, Egypt and the UAE regarding a 
‘terror inance watch list’ once again 
reinforces baseless allegations that 
hold no foundation in fact,” read a 
statement from Qatar’s government.

The statement added that Qatar 
does not support terrorist groups.

“Our position on countering ter-
rorism is stronger than many of the 
signatories of the joint statement 
-- a fact that has been conveniently 
ignored by the authors,” it added.

Included on the list were Do-
ha-based Muslim Brotherhood 
spiritual leader Yusuf al-Qaradawi 
and Qatari-funded charities.

The list and response adds to 
the diplomatic and political ten-
sions in the Gulf which have height-
ened since Saudi Arabia and its al-
lies severed ties with Qatar over its 
alleged support for extremism.

Qatar has vehemently denied 
the claims and yesterday its for-
eign minister, Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Abdulrahman Al-Thani, said his 
country would not “surrender”.

Qatar-based TV channel Al Jazeera has claimed all its systems, websites and social media accounts have been hit 
by a cyber attack. The company said it was experiencing “systematic and continual hacking attempts” which were 

“gaining intensity and taking various forms”. Hours after Al Jazeera’s claim, Qatar’s separate state-run TV broadcaster 
said it had shut down its website temporarily “for security reasons” after hacking attempts. The reported cyberattack 
on Thursday comes as Al Jazeera is at the centre of Qatar’s row with fellow Arab states over allegations the country 
supports terrorism. Al Jazeera is owned by Qatar’s government and funded by the Gulf state’s ruling Al Thani family, 
prompting accusations it is used as a key pillar of the country’s foreign policy.

L , J  9 (PTI): Pakistan 
has alleged that India has pre-
vented some Sikh pilgrims from 
travelling to the country for the 
annual ‘Jor Mela’ as only 14 
devotees have arrived so far.

The Pakistan High Commis-
sion in New Delhi had issued visas 
to 80 Sikh pilgrims but 66 of them 
couldn’t reach Lahore as “India 
stopped them at Attari Railway 
Station citing technical reason,” 
Pakistani authorities said.

“The Samjhauta Express 
train left for Attari on Thurs-

day to bring 80 Sikhs for Jor 
Mela but when it reached there 
its staff was told by Indian au-
thorities that the Sikh pilgrims 
couldn’t board it as their visa 
only allow them to go to Paki-
stan on a special train,” said 
Amir Hashmi, spokesman 
Evacuee Trust Property Board, 
which looks after the minority 
holy places in Pakistan.

Hashmi told PTI that the Pa-
kistan Railways was willing to 
send a special train to India to 
ferry the pilgrims but the Indi-

an authorities didn’t allow.
“Fourteen of the total 80 pil-

grims had a visa allowing them 
to enter Pakistan by road. They 
crossed Wagha Border by foot 
where the ETPB of icials re-
ceived them,” Hashmi said.

‘Jor Mela’ is observed to 
mark the death anniversary 
of fifth Sikh Guru Arjan Dev. 
The 10-day festival, which is 
also called Shaheedi Jor Mela, 
will be held at Panja Sahib 
and Gurdwara Dera Sahib in 
Lahore.

Pak says India ‘prevented’ Sikh pilgrims
from visiting country



8 SummitTIMES | 10 June 2017

Wonder Woman hit 
theaters this week, 

but the newest Amazon 
princess arrived weeks ago. 
Gal Gadot, who stars as the 
righteous DC superhero, 
gave birth to her second 
daughter this spring. The 
Israeli actress, model and 
martial artist was in her 
second trimester of preg-
nancy when she wrapped 
her inal scenes for the War-
ner Brothers action lick.

“[I] got pregnant 
when I was 
shooting 
Justice League 
and then at the 
end of Justice League I 
had to do some additional 
photography for this one, 
so I was ive months preg-
nant,” Gadot told Kevin 
Frazier of Entertainment 
Tonight. “And I just had a 
funny costume, they cut a 
big triangle and painted it 
green and I came to work.

Gadot’s baby girl with 
her real-estate developer 
husband Yaron Varsano 
is named Maya. She made 

her entrée into the world 
on March 20, but Gadot 
joked that Maya had her 
big-screen debut well 
before her birthday.

“Me and my Maya—we 
came to work together,” 
said Gadot about ilming 
some of the inal Wonder 
Woman scenes with child.

The ilm follows the 
world’s most iconic female 
su- per hero as she 

decides to ful-
ill her sacred 
destiny as a 

warrior princess. 

Diana, Amazon warrior 
princess, joins the ight to 
save mankind after a pilot, 
played by Chris Pine, crashes 
onto her homeland of Ama-
zon Island and shares news 
of an impending world war.

“I cannot stand by while 
innocent lives are lost,” 
proclaims Diana in Wonder 
Woman and, thus, the drama 
ensues. Gadot’s next block-
buster ilm to hit theaters 
is Justice League, due out 
in November of this year.
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EtCETERA

A R C T I C   C I R C L E  - HALLATT

B A B Y   B L U E S  - KIRKMAN & SCOTT

L O C K H O R N S  - HOEST & REINER

ARIES: Your self-esteem should be 
strong these days, Aries, helping you 
build more confi dence in yourself 
every day. There may be a glitch in 
the action today, however, as some-
one with an extreme perspective on 
things suddenly steps into the picture. 
Your emotions may suddenly swing 
from one end of the spectrum to the 
other. Do your best to stay calm.  
TAURUS: A ray of sunshine is like-
ly to shine on you, Taurus. Things 
may have been cloudy lately, mak-
ing it harder for you to maintain a 
positive disposition. Today’s news 
will be uplifting, and you will likely 
be reminded of all the good times in 
store for you. Others may feel a bit 
of stress, but you should be able to 

see through this and appreciate the 
benefi ts of the situation.
GEMINI: Recent hesitation on 
your part may have suddenly put 
you in a bind, Gemini. It may feel 
like you’ve reached gridlock and 
your choices are limited. You can no 
longer get a solid handle on things. 
Instead of trying to make a move 
now, you may have to wait until the 
dust settles and you can see clearly 
again. Let the situation release be-
fore you add any more friction.    
CANCER: There are powerful forc-
es operating now, Cancer. Whether 
you realize it or not, you have tre-
mendous control over the direction 
of these energies. Take control of the 
situation instead of letting someone 

else do it for you. You will fi nd that 
other people are more malleable 
than usual, making them quite will-
ing to move forward in whatever 
direction you point them.
LEO: If confl ict arises in your 
world, Leo, you must keep in mind 
that there is no one else to blame 
except you. Keeping your sights 
set on one goal is useful as you 
concentrate all your energy toward 
that one thing. At the same time, 
you may be losing perspective on 
what’s going on around you. Make 
sure you continue to be a team 
player by keeping an eye out for the 
people in the wings.  
VIRGO: Life may seem like a great 
train ride, Virgo. You have your 

own little compartment that you’re 
striving to keep comfortable and 
neat. The company you keep is im-
portant, as is your proximity to the 
food car. Be careful that you don’t 
get so wrapped up in your own little 
world that you neglect to pay heed 
to where the train is headed. 
LIBRA: You need to learn an im-
portant lesson in follow-through, 
Libra. As you strive for perfection, 
you may get the feeling that noth-
ing is ever fully completed. Try not 
to be so hard on yourself. The work 
you’ve fi nished so far is more than 
likely much better than what most 
people could ever accomplish. 
Put the fi nal touches on whatever 
you’re doing and move on. 

SCORPIO: Be careful about being 
driven so strongly that you fail to 
take into consideration the changing 
environment, Scorpio. Things have 
probably changed quite a bit since 
you fi rst set out on this mission. You 
may have packed for sunshine and 
suddenly it looks like rain. Put away 
your sunglasses and take out your 
umbrella. It’s important that you 
adapt to unexpected change.    
SAGITTARIUS: You may be hit 
with some extreme circumstances 
that cause you to feel uneasy about 
continuing along your path, Sagit-
tarius. Use this jolt as a reminder 
that nothing is set in stone. An ele-
ment of the unexpected can always 
creep up on you. Deep down, you 

probably had a feeling that this dif-
fi cult situation was bound to hap-
pen eventually.  
CAPRICORN: You may feel like 
you’re on a road to adventure and 
excited about the frontiers you’re 
encountering, Capricorn. Unfortu-
nately, it seems that not everyone 
is as excited about this path as you 
are. Blows to your ego are apt to hit 
hard, but try not to let this deter you. 
This is more than likely a result of 
other people’s jealousy of your in-
credible strength and bravery.
AQUARIUS: There’s a tremen-
dously sensitive side to your per-
sonality that’s tender and extremely 
vulnerable, Aquarius. Be careful 
about putting too much of yourself 

out there now. By opening yourself 
up so much, you’re inviting in trou-
ble. Others might not be that aware 
of how sensitive you are. Those 
with strong, boisterous spirits are 
likely to be abrasive, so protect 
your emotions.  
PISCES: You may be in a diffi  cult 
position, Pisces, as a critical part of 
a pending decision. Your fi rst reac-
tion may be to throw up your hands 
and leave the decision to someone 
else. Making a choice is too tough, 
so you fi nd that you’d rather not 
have to make it at all. Unfortunate-
ly, it looks like everyone else has 
the same idea. Deep down, you 
have an opinion that needs to be 
heard.
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BUZZWORTHY!!

10TH JUNE 

WORLD HISTORY
671: Emperor Tenji of Ja-
pan introduced a water 
clock (clepsydra) called 
Rokoku. The instrument, 
which measured time, was 
placed in the capital of 
Otsu.
1793: During French 
Revolution, the arrests 
of Girondin leaders led 
the Jacobins gain con-
trol of the Committee of 
Public Safety that had in-
stalled the revolutionary 
dictatorship.
1924: Fascists kidnapped 
and killed Italian Socialist 
leader Giacomo Matteotti 
in Rome.
1940: During World War II, 
Norway was surrendered 
to German forces.
1940: Fascist Italy declared 
war on France and the Unit-
ed Kingdom.
1977: Apple II, one of the 

irst home computers, was 
made available in the mar-
ket for sale. 

INDIAN HISTORY
1246: Allauddin Masood 
Shah, Sultan of Dehli, was 
thrown off the throne.
1716: Baba Banda Singh 
Bahadur, along with his in-
fant son and a few select 
followers, was mercilessly 
tortured to death in Delhi, 
at the order of Emperor 
Farrukh Siyyar. 
1832: Edwin Arnold, En-
glish writer (Light of India), 
was born.
1833: Azad Muhammad 
Jussain, Urdu poet and edu-
cationalist, was born.
1888: Balraj Bhalla, Indian 
revolutionary, was born.
1890: Sunday introduced 
as a weekly holiday by the 
Imperial Government.

BEAUTIFUL BOUTELLA: The Mummy actress Sofi a Boutella 
attended the fi lm’s Saks Fifth Avenue Window Display Unveil-
ing event in NYC.

MOM AT THE MOVIES: GAL GADOT FILMED WONDER
WOMAN WHILE SHE WAS 05 MONTHS PREGNANT

Shah Rukh Khan and Anushka Sharma 
released the first look of their movie 

titled When Harry Met Sejal. Af-
ter a lot of speculation, Shah Rukh 
Khan has confirmed the title of 
this rom com directed by Imtiaz 
Ali. It reminds us of the popular 
Hollywood hit When Harry Met 
Sally, directed by Woody Allen 
and starring Billy Crystal and Meg 
Ryan. The Ring and Rehnuma were 
the tentative titles before they set-
tled on Jab Harry Met Sejal.

Shah Rukh Khan put up a 
tweet saying “Just in case Ranbir 
Kapoor ever claims it...the title 
Jab Harry met Sejal was never 
ever suggested by him! So he 
doesn’t win the Rs.5000 reward.” 
Shah Rukh Khan was referring to 
the reward of Rs 5000 given by 
the film’s team to anyone who 
could come up with an appropri-
ate title.

Anushka Sharma and Shah Rukh 
Khan shared the irst and second 
half of the poster respectively. The 
posters seem quite exciting! The 
duo was last seen on screen in Jab 
Tak Hai Jaan (2012). It will be a 
pleasure to watch them together in 

this movie too.

SHAH RUKH KHAN AND ANUSHKA SHARMA’S JAB HARRY
MET SEJAL FIRST LOOK OUT NOW

BollyBuzz

Taylor Swift just added another milestone to her al-
ready formidable resume: the pop megastar has 

of icially been certi ied for moving 100 million song 
units. The news comes from the Record Industry As-
sociation of America, which delivered the sought-af-
ter certi ication via a congratulatory tweet.

The association’s top tally chart currently lists Swift at 
101 million certi ied units, just under Rihanna, who has 
moved 118.5 million certi ied units to date. Swift’s coveted 
tally beats out rumored rival Katy Perry (88 million) and 
Justin Bieber (63 million), and about doubles counts from 
Kanye West (50.5 million) and Drake (45 million).Still, the 
RIAA certi ication is hardly the irst major statitstical ac-
complishment for Swift: When it was released in 2014, her 
ifth studio album 1989 made the fastest climb to 5 million 

equivalent units than any other album since Usher’s 2004 
Confessions. And the following year, Swift became the only 
act to have landed more than one album with more than 50 
weeks in the Billboard top 10 (with both 1989 and Fearless).

TAYLOR SWIFT PASSES RIAA 100 MILLION
SONGS CERTIFICATION


