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SUMMIT REPORT
G , 13 M :

Governor Shriniwas Patil kicked 
off his three-day visit to West Sik-

kim on 12 May with a string of public 
appearances and programmes. 

The Governor irst visited Power 
Guest House in Soreng, West Sikkim 
on 12 May. Civil Society and the ad-
ministrative bodies of Soreng Sub 
Division welcomed Mr Patil and First 
Lady Rajani Devi Patil along with his 
family members and of icial team. 

Additional District Collector 
[Soreng], Gaayas Pega in his short 
address talked about Soreng and 
said that the residents are environ-
ment loving with most of the farm-
ers engaged in organic farming. 

The Governor next visited B.Ed Col-
lege in the evening to a warm welcome 
from the college faculty and adminis-
trative members. Students from B.Ed 
College and Science College, Chakung 
presented cultural programmes to en-

tertain the visiting guests. 
Mr Patil in his address appreci-

ated the warm welcome he received 
from the people of West Sikkim.  

“The B.Ed College at Soreng es-
tablished in 2009 has successfully 

built up more campus standardiza-
tion which itself is a manifestation of 
great development,” he said.  

“The best investment in the 
world is the investment on educa-
tion,” he added.

Mr Patil encouraged the students to 
realize their responsibilities and work 
towards the welfare of the society. 

The Governor was also presented 
with mementos by the principal of 
B.Ed College. 

On the second day of his tour, Mr 
Patil along with First Lady, Rajani 
Devi Patil visited Soreng Senior Sec-
ondary School today. The school had 
organised a special welcome pro-
gramme at its auditorium in honor of 
the Governor.

The Governor was accompanied 
by Area MLA cum Human Resource 
and Development Minister, R.B Subba.

On the occasion, Mr Subba offered 
the Governor with a souvenir of hon-
or on behalf of the school fraternity.

Governor kicks off three-day tour to West Sikkim

SUMMIT REPORT 
G , 13 M :

A delegation of Den-
jong Lhadey called on 

Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh at his residence in 
New Delhi today, a press 
release informs.

The delegation also 
comprised of Sangha 
MLA, Sonam Lama.

During the meeting, 
Mr Singh enquired about 
the schedules of the 
17th Gyalwang Karmapa 
Ogyen Trinley Dorje. He 
requested Mr Lama to ur-
gently convey to Karmapa 
on his behalf to resume 
back to India as soon as 
his ongoing dharma ob-
ligations abroad are over 
so that his much awaited 
visit to Sikkim could be 
accomplished without 
any further delay. 

Mr Singh expressed 
happiness that the travel 
permission to Karmapa 

could be achieved in his 
term. He further assured 
to undertake every re-
sponsibility to ensure 
the much anticipated 
Karmapa visit to Sikkim 
is smooth and success-
ful. 

“I appeal all the Sik-

kimese monks sitting on 
the ongoing inde inite 
relay hunger strike at 
Gangtok to kindly with-
draw the  strike as the 
objective has now been 
realised after the cabinet 
committee on security 
had approved the Home 

Ministry’s proposal to 
accord free movement to 
Karmapa Ogyen Trinley 
Dorje ji across India,” Mr 
Singh appealed.

“As the Home Minis-
ter of this country, it is 
my commitment and as-
surance to extend every 

courtesies and protocols 
when His Holiness visits 
Sikkim. I undertake all 
the responsibilities. I am 
happy to convey the Sik-
kimese devotees that His 
Holiness can visit Sikkim 
anytime and on any occa-
sions,” he added.  

During the meeting, 
the Denjong Lhadey also 
presented Thaangka of 
Buddha Shakyamuni to 
the Home Minister. 

Denjong Lhadey has 
further announced to 
withdraw the black lags 
displayed at the hunger 
strike site at Bhutia-Lep-
cha House, Gangtok im-
mediately today. 

Once the delegation 
is back to Sikkim, consul-
tations with all the stake-
holders towards giving 
effect to the appeal of 
the Home Minister will 
be initiated, the release 
reads.

Denjong Lhadey delegates meet
Home Minister regarding Karmapa’s 

visit to Sikkim

WANGCHUK BHUTIA
D , 13 M :

Following the success 
of “Dhokbu”, makers 

of the award-winning 
ilm are now moving for-

ward with a sequel. 
Lhakpa Lepcha and 

Kikee D. Bhutia are at-
tached to reprise their 
roles, with Dawa Lepcha 
returning to direct the 
second installment as 
well.

The sequel was of-
icially announced in a 

function held at Ling-
dong in Upper Dzongu, 
North Sikkim today.

Director, Dawa Lep-
cha thanked the public 
for supporting the irst 
movie which went on 

the garner praises and 
awards from national 
and international ilm 
fraternity. 

The sequel will be de-
rived from the folklores 
and myths of the land 
with a modern theme, it 
is informed.

Dhokbu-The Keeper’ 
is a Sikkimese feature 
ilm which was released 

in March last year. 
Directed and produced 
by Dawa, the 88-minute 
ilm was well received 

by the people in Sikkim. 
The ilm, shot in Dzongu 
in North Sikkim, revolves 
around the mythological 
igure of Dhokbu, the 

guardian of Dzongu 
wilderness.

Makers of
Dhokbu announce 
sequel ‘Dhokbu2’

ASHA 
workers 
salary 
doubled
SUMMIT REPORT
G , M  13 
(IPR): The State Govern-
ment has enhanced the 
monthly honorarium of 
Accredited Social Health 
Activists (ASHA) from Rs. 
3000/- to Rs. 6000/- ef-
fective from April 2018. 
Noti ication to this ef-
fect was issued on 11th 
May, 2018 by the Com-
missioner cum Secre-
tary Health Department 
Shri Vishal Chauhan, in 
consonance with the an-
nouncement made by the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister in 
his on-going public ad-
dress programmes.

G , M  13 (PTI): 
Tourists visiting the north-
eastern state of Sikkim shot 
up by nearly 77 per cent to 
14.25 lakh during 2017, 
according to the state’s 
tourism department.

As many as 8.06 lakh 
tourists visited the Hi-
malayan state in 2016, a 
tourism department of i-
cial said.

“The tourist footfall 
could have been a few 
lakh more if the strike in 

Darjeeling Hills for more 
than 100 days between 
June and September last 
year not spoiled the fes-
tival mood,” the of icial, 
who did not wish to be 
identi ied, said.

Tourists mostly reach 
Gangtok from Siliguri. 
Commuting between the 
two places became dif icult 
during the 104-day strike 
as several vehicles came 
under attack on the route.

Record 14.25
lakh tourists visited

Sikkim in 2017

turn to pg03

EXPLORING 
GOECHALA PASS 
WITH BUDDHA 
SINGH SUBBA 
REBYNA RANA
G , 13 M :

41-year-old Buddha Singh Subba from Yuk-
sam, West Sikkim has been organising Dzon-

gri-Goechala trek for 20 years now. Buddha has 
a group of people under him including porters, 
guides to look after the needs of hikers and travel-
ers looking to explore the famous mountain pass. 

Buddha also owns a number of yaks and 
horses to carry essentials like food, tents and 
other items necessary for the trek.  

“We have done four treks this season and 
the season is coming to end for this half of the 
year. We hope to have more treks during the 
second season later this year,” he informed.

Buddha conducts seven to eight trips in a 
year. When SummitTimes caught up with Bud-
dha, he was making inal preparations for a 
group of 10 domestic tourists looking to trek 
the wild Goechala trek.

Riverfront 
cleanliness 
drive by 
Forest Dept 
from 15 May
G , M  13 [IPR]: 
Forest, Environment & 
Wildlife Management 
Department, Govern-
ment of Sikkim will be 
lagging off 20 days riv-

erfront cleanliness drive 
along river Rani Chu and 
its adjoining streams, 
jhoras and nallahs in and 
around Gangtok on 15th 
of May 2018 at Ranipool. 
The cleanliness drive is 
being organized as a part 
of the global celebration 
of World Environment 
Day which culminates 
on 5th of June, 2018 in 
collaboration with the 
Ministry of Environment, 
Forests and Climate 
Change, Government of 
India.

 India is the host 
country for this year’s 
global event and the 
theme is “Beat Plastic 
Pollution”. The riverfront 
cleanliness drive will be 
participated by eco-club 
volunteers from schools 
and colleges with active 
involvement of GMC, 
NGOs and other local 
stakeholders. 

The campaign 
is aimed to gener-
ate awareness on the 
threats to environment 
of plastic pollution un-
der the National Green 
Corps School Eco-Club 
programme funded by 
the Government of In-
dia. Several other pro-
grammes like mini mar-
athon on June 3, 2018 
and felicitation of plastic 
free schools, state green 
school awards during 
main function at district 
and state level is also 
planned to commemo-
rate World Environment 
Day 2018.

 Besides, simultane-
ous awareness drives for 
hoteliers, tour operators, 
taxi drivers, local people 
and other target groups 
will also be carried out 
throughout the State.
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SUMMIT REPORT
G , 13 M :

Assam Association Sikkim celebrat-
ed Rongali Bihu for the irst time 

today here at Smile Land near Ranipool 
to mark the beginning of Assamese 
New Year which falls during the second 
week of April every year.

Addressing the function, Area MLA 
Shyam Pradhan he appreciated Assam 
Association Sikkim and their efforts 
in bridging the gap between the two 
Northeastern States. 

He called upon the members of As-
sam Association Sikkim to work togeth-
er with their Sikkim counterparts and 

exchange cultural signi icance, diversi-
ty and ideas adding that this will help 
strengthen ties between Assam and 
Sikkim.

Assam Association Sikkim presi-
dent, Manoj Upadhaya informing the 
gathering about the festival said that 
Rongali Bihu historically signi ies the 
time of harvest and is celebrated with 
great enthusiasm and joy throughout 
the State of Assam.

He further said that Assam Associa-
tion Sikkim was formed with a view to 
provide a platform to promote unity and 
cultural exchange between Assam and 
Sikkim.

Assam Association
Sikkim organizes prog to 

celebrate Rongali Bihu

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 13 M : Sik-
kim Democratic Front 
party has strongly crit-
icised and condemned 
the protest of SPCC pres-
ident, Bharat Basnet 
which he made in his 
press statement regard-
ing the proposal to in-
crease the State Assem-
bly seats from 32 to 40, 
which is presently under 
consideration of the Cen-
tre. The ruling party has 
asserted that SPCC pres-
ident who has no people 
and mandate and has 
shown his halfwit and 
immature politics by this 
statement.  

A SDF press release is-

sued by its publicity sec-
retary, Chudamani Mish-
ra states that such state-
ment has proved that 
Bharat Basnet is against 
Sikkimese communi-
ties and especially doing 
politics against Limboo 
and Tamang communi-
ties of Sikkim. The ruling 
party has suggested Mr 
Basnet to study various 
agreements and treaties 
of Sikkim, referendum of 
1974, merger of Sikkim 
with India and the Article 
371F of the constitution.

The release informed 
that on the basis of the 
Burman Commission rec-
ommendation, the State 
Government is working 

tirelessly to reserve 5 
seats for Limboo and Ta-
mang and also reserve 
seats for left out Nepali 
communities of Sikkim 
by providing the tribal 
status. On such situation 
when this sensitive is-
sue is under the consid-
eration of the Centre for 
discussion and deliber-
ation, it is appropriate 
for Mr Basnet to show 
his halfwit by such an-
ti-people and insensi-
tive statement.

The ruling SDF party 
has reiterated to work 
more actively in the in-
terest of people and their 
demands of seats reser-
vation and tribal status.

SDF condemns statement
of SPCC President

SUMMIT TIMES
G , 13 M : 

A team of Bharatiya Janata Party Sik-
kim Pradesh interacted with the 

people of Tarku-Tanak Gram Panchayat 
Unit under Temi-Namphing constituen-
cy on Sunday. 

Among the public grievances, the 

party has said that the junior high 
school in the area does not have a head-
master since two years, informs a BJP 
press release. 

The release has criticized the State 
Government’s ‘carelessness’ in the ed-
ucation sector.

BJP interacts
with residents of Tarku-

Tanak GPU

WANGCHUK BHUTIA
D , 13 M :

Beat plastic programme was 
organized at Passingdang Sec-

ondary School in Dzongu, North 
Sikkim on 12 May to create aware-
ness on bad effects of littering and 
unsafe disposal of plastic products. 

The programme was organized 
by public, students and teachers of 
Passingdang Secondary School.

The programme encouraged 
reduces, reuse and recycle of the 
plastic goods and product instead 
of careless burning and unsafe 

disposal. 
Resources recovery center of 

the school was also inaugurated 
during the programme.

The programme also had a 
street play by the students on ban 
of plastic products and Saffai Abhi-
yan of Lungdung River. 

Residents and School come
together at Passingdang  to conduct

beat plastic prog 

N  D , M  13 (PTI): In a 
irst, the Central Board of Sec-

ondary Education (CBSE) con-
ducted separate exams for six 
students of class 10 and 12 this 
year as they were represent-
ing the country in international 
sports championships during 
the regular schedule.

Four of these six students, 
including Commonwealth 
Games hero Anish Bhanwala, 
bagged medals in their respec-
tive events.

“The special drive of CBSE to 
promote talents in sports led to 
a departure from set practice of 
following the ixed exam sched-
ule this year. There were six 
students who were to represent 
India at various sports events 
while other class 10 and 12 stu-
dents were busy writing CBSE 

board exams,” a senior CBSE of-
icial said.

“We con irmed the same 
from the Sports Authority of 
India, Ministry of Youth Affairs 
and Sports and gave special per-
mission to two class 12 students 
and four class 10 students for 
appearing in board exams on 
later dates,” the of icial added.

While Amolika Singh, a class 
12 student from Lucknow repre-
sented India at the junior Dutch 
Open International tournament 
and Yonex German open tour-
nament in badminton, Manav 
Thakkar from Ajmer’s Mayur 
School represented the country 
at the Asia Cup Yokohoma, Japan 
and Road to Buenos Aires Youth 
Olympic Quali ications, Tunisia 
in table tennis tournaments. 

“Four students of class 10 -- 

Anish Bhanwala, K Venkatadri, 
Sehajpreet and Rekha -- also 
represented India at various 
international sports events and 
were given later dates for board 
exams on the recommendations 
of the Sports Authority Of India,” 
the of icial said.

Bhanwala of St Theresa’s 
Convent Karnal, bagged the gold 
medal in the Rapid Fire Pistol 
event in men’s 25 metre catego-
ry at the Commonwealth Games 
held in Gold Coast, Australia. 

Three silver medals were 
bagged by K Venkatadri of St 
John’s High School, Vijayawa-
da at the South Asian Archery 
Championship at Dhaka. 

Sehajpreet of Ryan Interna-
tional School, Patiala brought 
home the gold medal after win-
ning an international tourna-

ment at Dhaka as a member of 
the women’s recurve team.

Rekha of Rajkiya Sarvodya 
Kanya Vidyalaya, Dallupura, Del-
hi brought laurels to the nation 
after winning the wheel chair 
basketball championship at the 
Para Asian Games held at Bang-
kok and is training for the world 
championships now. 

The board had recently for-
mulated new sports guidelines for 
schools mandating them to have a 
daily sports period for class 9 to 
12 so as to prevent students from 
having a sedentary lifestyle and 
turning into couch potatoes.

Master blaster Sachin Ten-
dulkar had given thumbs up to 
CBSE’s move and recommended 
that the new sports policy be 
implemented for students of all 
classes.

CBSE conducts separate board exams for 6 students
representing India in global sports meets

N  D , M  13 (PTI): 
Making the inal policy push, 
the government has decided to 
sanction a major manpower and 
infrastructure boost to the ITBP 
in the form of nine new battal-
ions, a strategic sector head-
quarter on the front, a dozen pa-
trol camps and 47 new BoPs to 
be raised along the China border 
over the next few years.

As per an of icial note ac-
cessed by PTI, the Union Home 
Ministry last month held a meet-
ing for the creation of a number 
of operational border security 
requirements for the force that 
is mandated to guard the 3,488-
km long Sino-India frontier.

As per the proposal, the 
Home Ministry has accorded an 
in-principle approval to raise 
9 new battalions (comprising 
about 9,000 personnel), a sec-
tor headquarter on the China 

border in a north east state, 47 
new border outposts (BoPs), 12 
‘staging camps’ and augmenting 
the troops’ strength at 18 BoPs 
in the Ladakh and Arunachal 
Pradesh region.

PTI had irst reported in 
January that the government is 
planning to raise 15 new bat-
talions in the country’s two im-
portant border guarding forces 
to fortify defence along the stra-
tegic frontiers with Pakistan, 
Bangladesh and China.

Nine of these battalions were 
meant for the Indo-Tibetan Bor-
der Police while the rest were 
for the Border Security Force, 
which had been sanctioned 
sometime back by the ministry.

With the sanction coming in 
for the ITBP by the next month, 
a senior of icial said, the force 
will start fresh recruitment to 
raise the new battalions and 

also to ill its existing vacancy 
of about 6,000 personnel in the 
lower ranks.

The budgetary allocation is 
the last thing to be cleared by 
the Home Ministry, he said.

The new sector headquarter, 
the of icial said, will be head-
ed by a deputy inspector gen-
eral (DIG)-rank of icial and in 
all possibility will be based in 
Arunachal Pradesh to oversee 
the deployment of the force in 
the border state and adjoining 
Sikkim area. The dozen new 
‘staging camps’ or temporary 
huts are required to provide 
ITBP patrols rations, logistics 
and a place to stay during long-
range patrols along the icy Hi-
malayan frontier. They act as 
temporary BoPs for the troops 
out on operations.

The ITBP has been wanting 
to reduce the inter-BoP distance 

at the arduous border, that wit-
nesses frequent blizzards and 
vagaries of sub-zero tempera-
tures, and these new facilities 
will give it the wherewithal to 
do so, security of icials had ear-
lier said. 

The frequent instances of 
transgressions and confronta-
tions with the Chinese army at 
the Line of Actual Control (LAC) 
is being seen as the major rea-
son for the ITBP to enhance its 
numbers, infrastructure and lo-
gistics at the front.

The new battalions would 
also help the border guarding 
force to better rotate troops 
from forward locations to units 
in the mainland.

The ITBP is about 90,000 
personnel strong force as of now 
and its border posts range from 
a height of 9,000 to over 14,000 
feet.

China border: ITBP to get major
manpower, infra boost

SUMMIT REPORT
S , 13 M :

After successfully 
completing its 

painting cum beauti-
ication drive at sev-

eral schools, Krypton 
Arts Society of Sik-
kim today conducted 
a painting drive at 
Majhitar Secondary 
School in East Sik-
kim. 

KASS working 
president, Kripesh 
Singh along with so-

ciety members had 
previously visited 
the school premises 
to inspect the loca-
tion to be beauti ied.

 The painting 
drive was led by 
KASS working presi-
dent, Kripesh Singh.

Till now, more 
than seven govern-
ment schools have 
invited KASS to 
beautify their school 
premises with their 
artwork.

KASS conducts painting drive at Majhitar SS

Canadian 
held with 5 
bullets at 
IGI airport
N  D , M  13 
(PTI):  A 60-year-old Ca-
nadian man was appre-
hended at the Delhi air-
port for allegedly carry-
ing ive live bullet rounds 
in his baggage, an of icial 
said today.

A S Dhaliwal was in-
tercepted by a CISF of i-
cer who detected the bul-
lets on the x-ray monitor 
last night while scanning 
the baggage at the Indira 
Gandhi International Air-
port (IGIA), he said.

Five bullets of .32-
mm calibre were recov-
ered from the passen-
ger who had a Canadian 
passport and was travel-
ling to Guangzhou in Chi-
na from here, the of icial 
said.

“The man was not al-
lowed to take the light 
and was handed over to 
the police by the CISF au-
thorities as he could not 
produce any documents 
for carrying the ammuni-
tion,” he said.
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Gangtok on 
Monday, 
14 May

Temp: 24°C /12°C
Forecast: Mostly 
cloudy with showers 
bringing heavy rain-
fall in the afternoon. 
Sunrise: 04:48 AM
Sunset: 6:16 PM

HUMAN RESOURCE AND DEVELOPMENT
DEPARTMENT

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
Reference No: 898/GoS/HRDD/SW/3 Dated: 10/5/2018

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER NO:
For and on behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, the Super-

intending Engineer [S/W], Human Resource & Development 
Department, Government of Sikkim, invites e-tendering Bids 
from the eligible registered contractors of appropriate class for 
the work listed below:

NAME OF WORK: CONSTRUCTION OF 12/R/S/B/ 
cum MPH HALL at MIDDLE GYALSHING SECONDARY 

SCHOOL BUILDING in WEST SIKKIM.
BID VALUE Rs. 2,44,99,472.00
DATE IF PUBLISHING IN E-TENDERING 11.05.2018
PORTAL OF SIKKIM GOVERNMENT [11.00 AM onwards]
[www.sikkimtender.gov.in]

The intending contractors/ tenderers may visit the e-procure-
ment portal of Government of Sikkim www.sikkimtender.gov.in.

sd/-
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER [S/W],

HUMAN RESOURCE & DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
R.O. No. 72/IPR/PUB/Classi/18-19 Dt. 10/05.18

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
FOOD SECURITY & AGRICULTURE 

DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
Ref No. 464/FSADD               Dated: 11/05/2018

NOTICE
This is to inform that vide Adv.No. 443/FS&ADD 

dated 25.04.2018 published on 27.04.2018 in local 
dailies viz. Sikkim Summit Himali Sikkim where in ap-
plications were invited for various posts under ATMA/
SAMETI in FS&ADD. The walk –in –interview as fi xed 
on 15th may 2018 is hereby cancelled till further or-
ders. A fresh advertisement will be notifi ed in due 
course of time.

Sd/-
JOINT SECRETARY

FS&AD DEPARTMENT
R.O. No. 78/ipr/pub/classi./18-19 dt. 12.5.2018

WRITE US: Readers are invited to comment on, criticise, 
run down, even appreciate if they like something in this 
paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous language and 
personal attacks, except when against people responsible 
in this newspaper (who are fair game), will have to be 
ignored. Letters which carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command immediate attention and 
receive prominence.  

Mail us at:  letters@summittimes.com
news@summittimes.com

advertise@summittimes.com
The monthly tourist 

footfall declined by al-
most 90 per cent with 
only 15,350 visitors in 
July followed by 17,723 
in August last year, the 
of icial pointed out.

Once the strike was 
called off in late Septem-
ber last year, the tour-
ist in low in Sikkim in-
creased sharply, he said.

However, it was the 
irst six months of 2017 

which cheered various 
stakeholders of the tour-
ism industry with a re-
cord 11.44 lakh domestic 
tourists and 30,740 for-
eign tourists visiting the 
pristine Himalayan state.

“It was an unprece-
dented business oppor-
tunity for us. It has been 
steady business in the irst 
four months of this year as 
far as the tourism industry 
is concerned,” a tour and 
travel agency owner said.

The state government 
has set a target of receiv-
ing 20 lakh domestic and 
foreign tourists this year 
by showcasing its popu-
lar tourist destinations 
like Nathula pass border-
ing China, Changu Lake 
(also known as Tsomgo 
lake) in East District, 
snowcapped areas like 
Lachung and Lachen in 
North District among 
others, the of icial said.

contd from pg01

Record 14.25
lakh tourists visited

Sikkim in 2017

SUMMIT REPORT
N , A  13: The 
4th Sikkim Himalayan 
Veteran Open Badmin-
ton Tournament 2018 
concluded today here at 
Indoor Gymnasium hall 
Namchi with the several 
inal event of the tourna-

ment. This two days long 
tournament was being 
organised by Badminton 
Association of Namchi 
(BAN) where more than 
200 players from differ-
ent place like Darjeeling, 

Kalampong, Kurseong, 
Mirik,  Siliguri and play-
ers from Sikkim partici-
pated in this tournament.

SLA Speaker KN Rai 
was the Chief Guest of the 
concluding programme 
of the tournament which 
was also attended by 
Chairman Satish Chandra 
Rai, DC South Pravakar 
Verma. Of icers of south 
district also attended the 
function.

Addressing the func-
tion SLA Speaker KN 

Rai congratulated all 
the members of BAN for 
successfully organising 
this event in Namchi. 
He also thanked BAN 
for continuous organ-
ising such level of tour-
nament by which num-
ber of young children 
is being encouraged 
to be engaged in such 
sports and games. He 
also thanked DC south 
Pravakar Verma and Raj 
Yadav for developing 
indoor gymnasium hall 

with various facilities 
and infrastructure.

Alen Rongkup of Ka-
limpong took away 35+ 
Veteran Singles trophy 
while in 35+ doubles 
Sontash Subba and Sa-
meer Gurung of BAN be-
came the winner. 

In 40+ Veteran Sin-
gles Arjun Tamang of BAJ 
became the champ and in 
40+ doubles Aswin Agar-
wal and Sadhan Mondal 
of Siliguri became the 
winners. In 45+ Veter-

an Single Sajan Subba of 
BAN made title his name 
while in 45+ Veteran 
doubles Namgyal Bhutia 
and Mohan Thapa from 
Sombaria became the 
winners. 

Similarly, in 50+ vet-
eran double Rajendra 
Maskey and Namgyal 
Bhutia became the cham-
pion and in mix doubles 
category Sameer Gurung 
and Sunandita Bista from 
BAN were awarded with 
the winner’s trophy. 

Sikkim Himalayan Veteran Open Badminton
Tournament concludes at Namchi

SUMMIT REPORT
MANGAN, 13 M :   Bamboo plan-
tation drive is being carried out on 
12th May 2018 on the river bank 
of Rafong Khola, Old Mangan Ba-
zaar and surrounding areas as a 
slip arresting measures to check 

landslide.
These areas are landslide 

prone and many developmen-
tal and infrastructure have been 
washed away in recent past.  As 
preventative measures bamboo 
plantation was initiated by Dis-

trict Administration, Forest De-
partment, Police Department, 
Panchayat JFMC and local gen-
tries. The plantation was carried 
out in the presence and active 
involvement of District Collector, 
North, Karma R Bonpo.

Bamboo plantation drive in Mangan

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 13 M :

Riverine Elementary 
School, Rongli or-

ganized an inter-house 
elocution competition 
on 12 May at its school 
premises, a press release 
informs.  

The competition was 
held in three categories- 
junior, senior and senior 
most division. 

Principal, Bikki Rai 
was the chief judge of the 
competition.

Sayangma Rai from 
Class I representing 
Kalpana Chawla House 
and Shreya Tamang from 

Class IV representing 
Mother Teresa House 
were declared irst and 
second in junior division 
resepctively. 

Similarly, Thendup 
Bhutia and Jessicka Rai 
from class V, both rep-
resenting Abdul Kalam 
House stood irst and 
second in the senior divi-
sion respectively. 

In the senior most 
division, Sumnima Rai 
of class VII representing 
Kalpana Chawla House 
and Dawa Gurung from 
Abdul Kalam House went 
on to bag irst and second 
position respectively. 

Riverine Elementary 
School conducts 

inter-house 
elocution comptt 

Don’t pay 
heed to 
canards, 
Mamata 
urges people 
ahead of 
rural polls
K , M  13 
(PTI): West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee today urged 
people and political 
parties to not pay heed 
to canards and “fake 
videos” and participate 
peacefully in the pan-
chayat elections.

Banerjee said her 
government has taken 
steps to ensure that the 
law and order remains 
normal during the rural 
polls.

“I urge people as well 
as all political parties to 
remain alert and not pay 
attention to provocations 
or canards. I appeal to 
common people to ex-
ercise their democratic 
right and vote peacefully 
for the development of 
rural Bengal. The state 
administration is with 
them,” she told a news 
channel.

Referring to the ar-
rest of Trinamool Con-
gress leader Arabul Is-
lam in connection with 
the killing of a support-
er of an independent 
candidate in Bhangar 
in South 24 Parganas 
district, Banerjee said 
the police took action, 
irrespective of the “po-
litical colour” of the 
person.

“The state admin-
istration will play a 
strong role in tomor-
row’s panchayat elec-
tions... Nobody will 
be spared (if found 
disrupting peace). We 
have taken strict step 
against Arabul despite 
he being a candidate of 
the Zilla Parishad, be-
cause we felt that the 
matter was not right,” 
she said.

The chief minister 
urged people to not be-
lieve “fake videos” and 
warned them against 
falling prey to these.
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Disaster Management in Times
of Climate Change
The two realities are best
prepared for in tandem

Climate Change and Disaster Risk Management 
are relatively recent responsibilities shouldered 

on two departments in Sikkim – Climate Change to 
the Department of Science & Technology and Disas-
ter Management to Land Revenue Department. The 
recognition of the two challenges as issues requiring 
round the year and of icial attention is welcome and 
maybe it is even time that the two developments were 
placed under the charge of a single authority. This 
would be worthwhile because it is now clear that a 
majority of the natural disasters in the future will be 
Climate Change triggered. It would thus make sense 
to make Climate Change Mitigation a part of disaster 
management. This, more so in the case of hill states 
like Sikkim which already lirt too often with natural 
disasters, the intensity of which will grow as climate 
begins to change more dramatically. 

The impact of climate change is becoming increas-
ingly evident in the polar caps and in the Himalayas. 
High mountain communities have noted that glaciers 
are retreating at unprecedented rates. The planet’s 
extremities are canaries in the coal mines - alerting 
the rest of the world to the extent of the changes that 
are coming and we, because Sikkim holds that canary, 
should start getting more involved in the initiatives 
being undertaken to save the environment because 
that really is the only cushion to minimise climate 
change risk.

At the policy level, Sikkim has launched several 
measures aimed at preserving its environment and 
understanding where it stands on the climate change 
risk graph. These, however, remain typically [for Sik-
kim] top-down affairs and have come as government 
initiatives thus far. One doesn’t see any private par-
ticipation in drawing focus to the larger picture. Most 
NGOs and social organisations are involved in almost 
exclusively local issues like garbage disposal and plan-
tation works. While these are also necessary, Sikkim 
needs more who communicate in speci ics and un-
dertake studies on climate change impact in the State. 
There has unfortunately not been any concerted effort 
in Sikkim on this front thus far. While most people 
are familiar with climate change, very few are aware 
of how it is manifesting in Sikkim. The closest that 
the State has come to studying this is aspect is in the 
committee (or was it as commission?) set up to study 
the glaciers of Sikkim. It is not clear what came of this 
study although some glaciers on high melt have been 
kept under high watch now. Events like an occasion-
al workshop-cum-orientation which announces that 
it will discuss climate change and disaster manage-
ment do not really ever get into the speci ics of climate 
change impact on Sikkim. Without making this change 
directly relevant to the people, efforts towards miti-
gation or management will remain funds-driven un-
dertakings which, even if they are earnest, will remain 
super icial. 

Climate Change manifests in both, subtle and overt 
ways, its slower encroachment not being noticed until 
it is too late and its more dramatic displays like GLOFs 
coming so suddenly and destructively that rescue and 
repairs distract from the causative factors. The dots 
are not connected and hence lessons are never learnt 
and preparation always compromised. Some years 
ago, an ambitious workshop-cum-orientation pro-
gramme was held in Sikkim on “Climate Risk Manage-
ment through Disaster Preparedness and Mitigation”. 
Followed up in earnest, it could have marked a change 
in attitudes if it had only succeeded in acquainting 
stakeholders and line department of icials to how 
climate change has already impacted Sikkim. Then, 
perhaps management and mitigation plans could have 
been more than the copy-paste speculative drafts that 
remain in circulation. The main problem in Sikkim’s 
handling of climate change and even disaster manage-
ment plans is that most people engaged for it work 
on generalised blueprints prepared elsewhere. Such 
blueprints should be seen as suggested frameworks 
to be illed out with Sikkim-speci ic data, traditional 
knowledge base and local know-how to deliver man-
agement and mitigation plans which actually deliver. 

WRITE US: Readers are invited to 
comment on, criticise, run down, 
even appreciate if they like some-
thing in this paper. Letters carrying 
abusive/ indecorous language and 
personal attacks, except when against 
people responsible in this newspa-
per (who are fair game), will have 
to be ignored. Letters which carry 
forward a conversation or initiate a 
dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence. 
Mail us at: letters@summittimes.com

JOHN DWYER
theconversation

In 1999, a tennis coach from Marou-
bra, Serge Benhayon, supposedly 

experienced a series of awakenings 
that imparted to him detailed under-
standing of how the body works, the 
real cause of disease and the meth-
ods needed for healing. This was the 
beginning of the “health care” group 
known as Universal Medicine.

The group preaches a religion 
known as “The way of the livingness”, 
which contends disease is caused by 
energetic disharmony from poor choic-
es made in this and previous lives.

This destructive (or what the 
group has labelled “pranic”) energy 
can supposedly be released using a 
number of “esoteric” techniques in-
cluding “connective tissue therapy”, 
breast massage, “Chakra puncture” 
using acupuncture, and ovarian mas-
sage in which the practitioner claims 
to “read” women’s ovaries.

Universal Medicine suggests 
physical disabilities result from sins 
in previous lives and the intrusion of 
evil spirits causes mental illness.

The group is active in Australia 
and the UK, and reportedly receives 
large amounts of money from be-
quests, and has a steady income from 
treatments and the teaching of heal-
ing techniques to would-be esoteric 
practitioners.

IS UNIVERSAL MEDICINE 
CAUSING HARM?

This group irst came to my attention 
when a network I’m part of, Friends of 
Science in Medicine, was approached 
by one of its former patients. This 
patient saw a respiratory medicine 
specialist in Northern NSW for treat-
ment of a severe, persistent cough. 
This doctor referred the patient to 
his wife, an “esoteric therapist” (the 
name given to Universal Medicine 
practitioners) who works in his clin-
ic. His wife provided the patient with 
“esoteric lung massage therapy” (a 

back massage) at the cost of A$70.
When this didn’t help, the patient 

was told she might need chemothera-
py or a lung transplant. This alarming 
diagnosis led to her spend more than 
A$30,000 on treatments by the Uni-
versal Medicine group.

With still no improvement, she with-
drew treatment and sought advice from 
another respiratory physician who diag-
nosed interstitial pneumonitis (in lam-
mation of the lungs) which disappeared 
with appropriate treatment.

The patient attempted to have 
the doctor disciplined by the NSW 
Medical Council. Eventually the pro-
fessional standards committee did 
reprimand him and restrict his abili-
ty to refer patients to complementary 
therapy.

However, the doctor’s website still 
tells prospective patients his clinic 
offers both conventional and comple-
mentary medicine from him and his 
wife. The doctor has now stood down 
as council member of the Australian 
Medical Association’s Queensland 
branchfor passing medical informa-
tion to the group.

The most distressing aspect of this 
story is the lack of any signi icant pro-
tection of consumers from these so-
called health practices, not supported 
by any credible evidence and admin-
istered by practitioners with no med-
ical quali ications. The Conversation 
sought response from Universal Med-
icine before publication of this story 
and Benhayon denied this woman was 
ever a patient of the group.

In 2014, a parliamentary inqui-
ry into the protection of consumers 
looked at Universal Medicine in some 
detail. At issue was the ability of the 
NSW Health Care Complaints Com-
mission (HCCC) to adequately protect 
consumers.

The report stated while there was 
little anecdotal evidence to suggest 
actual harm caused by the treatments 
themselves, patients may forego seek-

ing proper medical advice and care:
“Two patients who were undergo-

ing therapies at Universal Medicine 
were independently diagnosed with 
cancer and bronchiectasis respec-
tively, and required proper medical 
intervention in order to be properly 
treated”.

Again, Benhayon denied this claim 
to The Conversation, stating anecdot-
al evidence that patients often seek 
medical treatment in conjunction 
with Universal Medicine’s methods.

A LACK OF EVIDENCE
Most recently, Universal Medicine has 
been in the news as three followers of 
the group conducted research from 
the School of Public Health at The 
University of Queensland.

They published two papers in 
peer reviewed online journals.

One, in the Journal of Medical In-
ternet Research, suggested women 
following Universal Medicine strat-
egies for health may have better 
outcomes than women in the Aus-
tralian Longitudinal Study of Wom-
en’s Health. They also published in 
the Journal “Trials” their proposal 
to study Esoteric Connective Tissue 
Therapy for the treatment of low 
back pain. There are no data present-
ed in the papers.

An ex-client of Universal Med-
icine, Esther Rockett, was so dis-
turbed by the treatment provided to 
her by the group she established a 
blog monitoring the activities of the 
group in great detail (for which she is 
currently being sued by Benhayon for 
defamation).

After publication of these stud-
ies, she wrote to the University of 
Queensland and the journals, notify-
ing them the studies lacked con lict of 
interest statements from the authors 
declaring their af iliation with the 
group.

Both were concerned by the af-
iliation and lack of disclosure. The 

Universal Medicine authors claim 

they did submit a con lict of interest 
statement, but the journal editor has 
refuted this.

WHAT NEEDS TO HAPPEN TO 
PROTECT CONSUMERS?

Unless a patient comes forward and 
can prove they’ve suffered physical 
harm from treatment at a Univer-
sal Medicine clinic, the NSW HCCC 
will not issue an order for the group 
to stop its program. Since 2013, the 
HCCC has been authorised to initi-
ate enquiries without a patient com-
plaint and does have the power to 
stop fraudulent practices but it does 
not use this power.

Herein lies the great weakness of 
our regulators’ approaches to con-
sumer protection from health care 
fraud.

Protection should be about stop-
ping harm from occurring by due 
vigilance of what is being offered to 
patients, rather than chasing culprits 
after harm has been done.

And the mandate of responding 
to serious physical harm should be 
extended to include the harm asso-
ciated with a delay in accurate diag-
nosis and timely effective treatment, 
the psychological damage from false 
hope, and robbing patients of funds 
when there is no evidence for treat-
ment programs.

Improving health literacy would 
protect many, but not all, from being 
duped by supposed health care that 
lacks a basis in evidence. But the im-
mediate challenge for all interested 
in better protecting consumers is to 
have the regulatory agencies charged 
with doing just that be far more pro-
active and tougher on miscreants.

As for those of us advocating 
much better consumer protection 
from groups such as this and seeing 
so little action: a little more outrage 
would not be misplaced.

[The writer is the Founder of the 
Australian Health Care Reform Alli-

ance & Emeritus Professor, UNSW]

Why consumers need better protection from dodgy
health care: the case of ‘Universal Medicine’

MASSIMILIANO TAN, CHRIS 
HEATON
theconversation

As the deadline for applications for 
mid-year admission to universi-

ty approaches, prospective students 
face two important choices: what to 
study, and at which university.

If past experience is any guide, 
places at the Group of Eight (Go8) 
universities will be in high demand. 
In 2017, the Go8 universities attracted 
the largest share of undergraduate ap-
plications and rejected more applica-
tions than any other type of university.

But our research shows attending 
one of these elite universities doesn’t 
in itself signi icantly increase the av-
erage starting salary for graduates.

WHAT MAKES THE GO8 
SO POPULAR?

The Go8 universities have more fa-
vourable student-to-staff ratios, bet-
ter quali ied staff, superior research 
outcomes, and better placement in 
university rankings compared to 
non-Go8 universities.

That said, institutions of the Aus-
tralian Technology Network (ATN) 
are broadly comparable in terms of 
class sizes and staff quali ications.

This leads to another question: do 
these superior institutional character-
istics have a material impact on the 
earnings of their graduates? Conven-
tional wisdom and economic theory-
support a link between institutional 
characteristics and students’ employ-
ment outcomes. But the measurement 
of this effect is not straightforward.

Prospective students compete for 
university places on the basis of their 
past academic performance. So, any ap-
parent earnings bonus enjoyed by the 
graduates of supposedly better-quality 
universities may, to an unknown ex-
tent, be the result of those universities 
recruiting more able students.

The characteristics of these stu-
dents (including better academic per-
formance) should make them more 
likely to be higher paid wherever 
they studied. That is to say, it may be 
the students who are “better quality”, 
rather than the university.

DO GRADUATES FROM GO8 
UNIS EARN MORE?

In a recent discussion paper, we in-
vestigated whether young under-
graduates from the Go8 universities 
earn more, on average, than gradu-
ates from other universities in their 
irst full-time job after graduation. 

We also looked at whether any such 
higher earnings are due to Go8 uni-
versities recruiting “better” students.

We used data from the Graduate 
Destination Survey and data on av-
erage Australian Tertiary Admission 
Ranks (ATARs).

We found statistically signi icant 
evidence of variation in average start-
ing salaries across university group-
ings. But the magnitude of the varia-
tion is only a few percentage points. 
The extra salary amounts enjoyed by 
Go8 graduates are even smaller when 
we control for:
• differences in the mix of ields studied
• the geographical regions in which 
graduates work
• the quality of students recruited.

We found between 13% and 46% 
of the apparent Go8 salary bonus over 
other university groups are due to their 
recruitment of students with higher 
ATARs. So, attending an elite university 
appears to play a comparatively small 

role in determining one’s starting sala-
ry, at least relative to other factors.
This leaves us with the big question: 
why, given their superior characteris-
tics, are the salary bene its associated 
with attending an elite university so 
small? We highlight three plausible 
explanations.
1. The quality of undergraduate 
teaching is more similar across Aus-
tralian universities than is implied by 
their characteristics
2. university characteristics, such as 
faculty quali ications and student-to-
staff ratios, are not as important to 
the development of knowledge and 
skills in undergraduates than is nor-
mally assumed. For example, having 
a large share of academic staff with 
a PhD may contribute to an institu-
tion’s research output. But it may not 
contribute to the formation of pro-
ductive knowledge in young under-
graduates.
3. employers don’t use the institution 
you attended as a signal when mak-
ing employment decisions, at least 
for young undergraduates just out of 
university.

BETTER QUALITY MEASURES
Our results suggest prospective un-

dergraduates looking to maximise 
the inancial return on their educa-
tional investment are not well-served 
by standard measures of university 
quality. Student-to-staff ratios, the 
proportion of staff with a PhD, and 
research productivity measures are 
important for graduate students and 
researchers. But they don’t appear to 
have much relevance for the post-uni-
versity salaries of undergraduates.

The choice of a university is a key 
decision for many young Australians. 
It’s important they’re provided with 
relevant information to help them 
make this choice.

A set of indicators that measure 
the effect of university choice on em-
ployment outcomes, regardless of the 
background and characteristics of the 
students, might help them make bet-
ter decisions. Indicators of this type 
are already produced for US colleges 
by the Brookings Institution.

[Massimiliano Tani is the 
Professor of Finance and Econom-

ics in University of New South 
Wales, Canberra at Australian 

Defence Force Academy & Chris 
Heaton is the Senior lecturer 

at Macquarie University]

Does it pay to graduate from an ‘elite’ university?
Not as much as you’d think
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GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
BUILDINGS & HOUSING DEPARTMENT

No: 26/ETENDER/BHD/2018                 Dated: 08/05/2018
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

On behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, Superintending Engineer (N&E), Build-
ings & Housing Department, Government of Sikkim invites percentage rate ten-
ders’ from qualifi ed Class IIB contractors, within the North District, enlisted with 
the SPWD in single cover system through e-procurement. The bids should be 
submitted online through the website www.sikkimtender.gov.in for the work as 
listed below:

SL.
NO.

NAME OF 
WORKS

BID SECU-
RITY 2.5% 

OF THE BID 
VALUE (RS. 
IN LAKHS)

BID 
VALUE 
(RS. IN 
LAKHS)

COST OF 
TEN-

DER/ BID 
FORM 
(RS. IN 
LAKHS)

COM-
PLE-
TION 

PERIOD.

1 2 3 4 5 6
1 Construction 

of Additional 
Court Building at 
Mangan, North 
Sikkim

6.09 243.58 0.30 18 
months

IMPORTANT EVENTS
i) Publishing of Online Tender in e-procurement 

portal
: 10th May, 2018

ii) Uploading of bidding documents in e-procure-
ment portal

: 10th May, 2018

iii) Document download/Sale start date and time : 11th May, 2018 11:00 
am onwards

iv) Last date & Time for seeking clarifi cation 
regarding bids

: 15th May, 2018 upto 
1500 Hrs.

v) Late date for online Submission of completed 
bids

: 13th June, 2018 upto 
1600 Hrs.

vi) Date of opening of Tender bids : 14th June, 2018 at 
1200 Hrs.

For all details on the bid visit www.sikkimtender.gov.in .
Sd/-

SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER (N&E)
BUILDINGS & HOUSING DEPARTMENT

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
BUILDINGS & HOUSING DEPARTMENT

NAME OF WORK : CONSTRUCTION OF ADDI
TIONAL COURT BUILDING AT 

MANGAN, NORTH SIKKIM

Amount put to Tender (Rupees in 
lakhs)

: 243.58

Uploading of bidding documents in 
e-procurement portal

: 10th May, 2018

Document Download/Sale star date 
and  me

: 11th May, 2018 11:00 am on-
wards.

Last date & Time for seeking clarifi ca-
 on regarding bids

: 15th May, 2018 upto 1500 Hrs.

Last date for online Submission of 
completed bids

: 14th June, 2018 upto 1600 Hrs.

Date of opening of Tender bids : 14th June, 2018 upto 1200 Hrs.

Place of opening of bids. : Offi  ce of the Superintending 
Engineer (Planning), Build-
ings& Housing Department, 
Government of Sikkim, Nirman 
Bhawan, Gangtok. 

R.O. No. 74/IPR/PUBClassi/18-19 Dt. 11/05/18

You can
contact Summit 

TIMES @
03592-208698

SUMMIT REPORT 
Y , M  13:

Hundred progressive farm-
ers of 15 Rangang Yangang 

constituency were provided 
with poly tanks today in a pro-
gramme organised here at Sri-
patam Gagyong GPU, South Sik-
kim 

The programme was chaired 
by CLC President, SDF party, 
15 Rangang Yangang Constit-
uency Kumari Thapa, the pro-
gramme was attended by the 
zilla panchayat member Tara 
Devi Chettri, Ranjita Gurung 
President Sripatam Gagyong 
GPU, Sakun Thapa President 
Neya Mangzing GPU, Lachi Rai 
Vice President Yangang Rangang 
GPU, Thala Ram Chettri Vice 
President Neya Mangzing GPU, 
Shanti Chettri Panchayat Broom, 
Kishor Gurung Panchayat Upper 
Yangang, Prem Rai Panchayat 
Upper Sripatam, Savitri Dhungel  
Panchayat Lower Sripatam, Suk 
Hang Subba Panchayat  Nam-
hok,Tika Ram Chettri HDO Yan-
gang BAC  and the progressive 
farmers of the constituency.

Chief Guest Ms. Thapa in her 
address informed the farmers 
about organic mission, schemes 
and the programmes of state 
government for the progressive 
farmers. This distribution of 
poly tanks is one of the many 

supports being provided to the 
progressive farmers by the SDF 
government, she added.

Earlier, while delivering 
the welcome speech Pan-
chayat President Sripatam 
Gagyong GPU Ranjita Gurung 

urged the farmers to sup-
port the organic mission of 
the government. Farmers are 
the backbone of this mission, 
she said. Prem Rai Panchayat 
Upper Sripatam gave vote of 
thanks. 

Progressive farmers get poly tanks 
at Rangang Yangang constituency 

K , M  13 (PTI): India 
gifting a Bhabhatron radioactive 
teletherapy machine to Nepal’s 
leading cancer hospital would be 
hugely bene icial to thousands of 
cancer patients waiting for treat-
ment in the Himalayan nation, a 
top hospital of icial has said.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, who was on a state visit to 
Nepal, announced on Friday that 
the Indian government would gift 
Bhabhatron Radioactive Cobalt-60 
teletherapy machine to Bhaktapur 
Cancer Hospital in Kathmandu.

“Bhabhatron Cobalt therapy 
is the medical use of gamma rays 
from the radioisotope cobalt-60 to 
treat cancer,” said Ishwor Shrestha, 
director at Bhaktapur Cancer Hos-
pital.

“The hospital was in need of 
radiotherapy machine for treat-
ment of cancer. There is only one 
Cobalt-60 radio therapy machine 
in the hospital and additional gift 
would help provide timely treat-
ment to cancer patients,” he was 
quoted as saying by The Hima-
layan Times.

Thanking Indian Prime Minis-

ter Modi, Shrestha said the number 
of patients at the hospital had been 
increasing, but they had to wait for 
months to receive treatment.

There are nearly 200 patients 
at the hospital waiting for the last 
three months to receive treatment.

He said the hospital had earlier 
requested the Indian embassy to 
provide the machine. The machine 
costs Rs 1,200,000, the report said.

Bhabhatron telecobalt ma-
chines were developed by scien-
tists at the Bhabha Atomic Re-
search Centre to meet the demand 
for affordable cancer treatment 
machines. Compared to imported 
telecobalt machines, the indige-
nous machines are cheaper and 
have superior features, according 
to BARC scientists.

Nepal cancer hospital thanks PM Modi 
for gifting teletherapy machine

N  D , M  13 
(PTI): A squall and sud-
den dust storm with a 
wind speed of up to 109 
kmph accompanied by 
light rain hit Delhi this 
evening after a scorching 
day, a Met department of-
icial said.

The sky turned 
cloudy around 4:30pm 
and gusty winds swept 
the national capital.

The sudden change of 
weather in Delhi forced 
airport authorities to di-
vert at least 10 domestic 
lights, an of icial said. 

Vistara’s Srinagar-Del-
hi light was diverted to 
Amritsar and its Luc-
know-Delhi light was 
sent to Lucknow due to 
the inclement weather.

However, the relief 
to Delhi residents came 
after a sweltering day, 
when the maximum tem-
perature had reached 
40.60 degrees Celsius, 
a notch above the nor-

mal, the meteorological 
department of icial said. 
Humidity during the 
morning hours was re-
corded at 60 per cent, the 
of icial added.

The India Meteoro-
logical Department yes-
terday predicted that 
Uttarakhand, Jammu and 
Kashmir and Himachal 
Pradesh would witness 
thunderstorm accompa-
nied by squall. Its forecast 
said parts of Rajasthan 
might also see dust storm.

“Thunderstorm ac-
companied with gusty 
winds are also very 
likely at isolated places 
over Punjab, Haryana, 
Chandigarh, Delhi, west 
Uttar Pradesh, Vidhar-
bha, Chhattisgarh, Bihar, 
Telangana, north coastal 
Andhra Pradesh, south 
interior Karnataka, Tamil 
Nadu, Puducherry, Lak-
shadweep and Kerala,” 
the IMD said in an advi-
sory said.

Sudden dust storm hits 
Delhi, lights divertedAiling 

Parrikar says 
he will return 
in few weeks
P , M  13 (PTI): 
Goa Chief Minister Mano-
har Parrikar, who is un-
dergoing treatment in 
the US since March this 
year, has sent a video 
message stating he will 
return in few weeks.

The message was 
played during Shah’s 
address to BJP workers 
near here, 

Shah told the gath-
ering of around 15,000 
BJP workers at Dr Shy-
ama Prasad Mukherjee 
Stadium that he had 
conversed with Parrikar 
over phone and the latter 
had inquired about the 
Karnataka polls.

“When I called him 
(Parrikar), just after ini-
tial ‘namaskar’ he asked 
me about the Karnataka 
elections. Despite being 
in the USA for treatment, 
Parrikar is concerned 
about the party, which is 
a symbol of a true work-
er,” Shah said. 

“I told Parrikarji to 
take care of his health. I 
told him that the BJP will 
have full majority in Kar-
natka and that we will 
form the government on 
the evening of May 15,” 
he said.

“He (Parrikar) said I 
am missing all my booth 
workers. I told him you 
come back healthy and 
we will hold a convention 
bigger than this, and I 
will be there to welcome 
you back,” the BJP chief 
added.

Breastfeeding 
cabins opened 
at Delhi zoo
N  D , M  13 
(PTI): Cabins for breast-
feeding were opened at 
the National Zoological 
Park in Delhi today on 
the occasion of Mother’s 
Day. The move was part 
of the popular park’s ef-
forts to help the visitors 
enjoy their outing, zoo 
director Renu Singh said.

It will allow lactating 
mothers feed their children 
without any hindrance. 

“I once spotted a 
woman sitting outside 
the zoo under the scorch-
ing sun to feed her baby. 
She was visibly upset 
with the gaze of passers-
by,” Singh said. 

The zoo authorities 
earlier set up pram ser-
vices for those visiting 
the zoo with infants and 
toddlers. Around 10 
prams are available at 
the main gate of the zoo 
and the visitors can use 
them free of cost.
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SUMMIT REPORT
G , 13 M :

In the ifth day of the ongoing 
inal phase of the boys’ cate-

gory of U-17 LD Kazi Memorial 
Gold Cup Inter School Football 

Tournament at Chakung in West 
Sikkim, Hee-Gyathang Senior 
Secondary School and Cen-
tral Pandam Senior Secondary 
School have successfully made 
it to the semi inal round of the 

tournament. 

In the irst quarter inal 
match played between Hee-
Gyathang Senior Secondary 
School and Tashi Namgyal 

Academy, the former beat latter 
2-0.

Likewise, in the second 
match Namchi Public School 
lost to Central Pandam Senior 
Secondary School 0-3. 

Hee-Gyathang SSS and Central SSS in the semi 
finals of U-17 LD Kazi Memorial Gold Cup

M , M  13 (AFP): Robert Ustian 
knows that neo-Nazi hooligans who have 
run riot through Russian football for de-
cades could take him out on any given day.
The 34-year-old CSKA Moscow supporter 
sends out handfuls of secret spotters to 
the Red Army club’s matches to chronicle 
racist abuse.

Ustian then forwards the videos of 
Nazi salutes and chilling Waffen-SS ban-
ners to the authorities -- and waits to see 
what might befall him next.

“We are opposing not the nicest guys 
in the world,” Ustian told AFP in an En-
glish-language interview.

“I think those guys only know my iden-
tity because I try to hide all the others (the 
other spotters). They have families, chil-
dren,” he said.

“But we have come too far and even if 
something bad happens to me, there are 
people who will take over.” 

The thugs haunting Ustian are the 
same ones President Vladimir Putin has 
been doing everything in his power to 
make disappear before the World Cup 
kicks off on June 14.

The no-nonsense Russian security 
forces’ tactics have ranged from intimida-
tion to something best described as pre-
ventative arrests.

Hundreds -- some think thousands 
-- have either been rounded up or forced 
to sign good behaviour promises to make 
sure nothing sullies Putin’s showpiece. 
But what happens once the football party 
is over and the global media’s glare shifts 
elsewhere is as uncertain as Ustian’s fate.

Russian hooligans irst grabbed inter-
national headlines when a few hundred 
of them attacked England supporters at 
Euro 2016 in France. The bloody battles 
in Marseille left two English fans critically 
injured and crowned the Russians as the 
tsars of the football underworld.

But the mayhem that shocked Europe 
had been brewing across ramshackle Rus-
sian stadiums since shortly after the Sovi-
et Union’s collapse. Angry and poor youths 
who spent their days in boxing and wres-
tling gyms stretching from one-factory 
towns in the Urals to Putin’s native Saint 
Petersburg formed “ irms” around football 
clubs.

These bands of “ultras” were modelled 
on English ones from the 1970s and es-
poused a poisonous mix of white nation-
alist pride.

Stadiums became arenas for the gangs 
to show their muscle and attract followers. 
The authorities allowed them to prosper 
in return for staying out of politics. It was 
an arrangement that almost came back to 
haunt Putin eight years ago.Some of the 
suspects’ release from pre-trial detention 

sparked a riot by thousands of football fol-
lowers in a major square under the Krem-
lin’s walls.

Non-Slavic minorities were attacked 
and windows were smashed in the worst 
racial violence to hit modern Russia. Pu-
tin was stunned by the ultras’ ability to 
instantly mobilise small armies in blatant 
disregard for the police.

He held an unprecedented meeting 
with irm leaders and laid lowers at the 
Spartak fan’s burial. It was a courtship that 
made sure hooligans stayed on Putin’s 
side throughout his rule.

“Putin did not condemn the violence or 
mention the minorities -- he went to this 
guy’s grave with elements of the far right,” 
said Pavel Klymenko of the London-based 
Football Against Racism in Europe (FARE) 
network.

“He showed that they share many of 
the same principles and views.” 

Any outstanding fringe elements were 
systematically targeted after Euro 2016 
to make sure World Cup ights that might 
break out do not involve Russians.

Those who suddenly found themselves 
on the wrong side of the law in the past 
two years turned to the likes of Oleg Semy-
onov for help.

Semyonov’s European Legal Service 
consultancy inds lawyers and offers ad-
vice by phone. 

“The police and the security services 
have lists of people of interest,” said 
Semyonov.

“And we are not talking about 100 or 
200 people. It is much, much more.” 

When Nuno Rocha prepared to take a 
decisive penalty for his upstart side Tos-

no, he was greeted by a deafening roar of 
monkey chants.

The Cape Verdean mid ielder stared at 
the hooting crowd for a moment and slot-
ted home the goal that knocked Spartak 
out of the Russian Cup last month.

Similar noises hounded French inter-
nationals Paul Pogba and Ousmane Dem-
bele during a World Cup warmup in Saint 
Petersburg in March.

“Lots of players from different conti-
nents play in Russia,” Deputy Prime Min-
ister Vitaly Mutko said after the France 
match.

“We cannot say that there is any big 
problem with racism in Russia.” That is the 
type of comment that enrages Ustian and 
his CSKA Fans Against Racism monitoring 
group.

“Our authorities think that if they ac-
cept the existence of a problem, this will 
make the entire nation seem racist or fas-
cist,” Ustian said. 

“They have a phobia of accepting.” 
FARE’s Klymenko said the far-right hooli-
gans “set the tone” for how other support-
ers must behave during matches. You can 
stay silent, but many young people soak it 
in uncritically,” said Klymenko.

“And if you disagree, you are going to 
have problems. There is no challenge to 
the far-right fan groups.” 

There is now a dichotomy in Russian 
football culture: its violent aspects have 
been temporarily dealt with while the xe-
nophobic ones remain unaddressed.

It means that racist episodes at World 
Cup matches are more likely than any fan 
violence involving the Russians. But Us-
tian’s gravest concern is that the Kremlin 
will let the chains shackling Russian hooli-
gans for the tournament come off once the 
inal whistle blows.

“We might end up with a nightmare af-
ter the World Cup,” said Ustian.

Neo-Nazi hooligans haunt Russia ahead of World Cup

M , M  13 (PTI): 
Hailing the consistently 
top notch show by the 
current lot of Indian shut-
tlers, badminton legend 
Nandu Natekar endorsed 
another great Prakash 
Padukones oft-held view 
that the racquet sport is 
going through the golden 
era in the country.

“Very true, that it’s 
the golden era of the In-
dian badminton. It’s so 
pleasing to see the names 
of the Indian girls in fo-
cus, and even the men, 
instead of Chinese, Thais 
and Malaysians (as was 
the case in the past).

“It’s a tremendous 
achievement and they 
deserve all the kudos,” 
said the irst Indian to 
win a badminton title 
overseas in 1956.

Natekar was speak-
ing at the Legends Club 
felicitation function to 
herald his 85th birthday 
at the Cricket Club of In-
dia last evening.

Comparing the strong 

points of the two top In-
dian women shuttlers, 
2016 Olympic silver 
medalist P V Sindhu and 
2012 Olympic bronze 
winner Saina Naiwal, he 
said, “Sindhu uses her 
height to her advantage. 
Saina is a great ighter.” 

Natekar, who made 
it to the quarter- inals of 
the then unof icial All-En-
gland Championship in 
1954 in his only appear-
ance in the prestigious 
tournament, described 
the countrys top male 
shuttler Kidambi Sri-
kanth as “a class player”.

He said badminton, 
over the years, has “pro-
gressed by leaps and 
bounds in speed, com-
mitment and itness lev-

els of the players”.
“I once watched 

Wong Peng Soon (former 
All England champion of 
Singapore and his idol) 
play a match here and 
then make ive rounds 
of the ground and (I too) 
tried to do the same, but 
could not inish even 
one lap,” he said in a 
light-hearted manner.

Looking back at his 
glittering career that start-
ed in 1951 and ended in 
1965, the shuttle legend, 
who bagged the maxi-
mum number of votes in 
1954 in a newspaper sur-
vey about the most pop-
ular sportsperson even 
edging out cricket icon 
Vinoo Mankad, who came 
second, said he was a self-

taught man.
“I was never coached. 

I learned watching oth-
ers playing. You should 
keep on watching (others 
play),” remarked Natekar, 
who won six national 
men’s singles titles, as 
many doubles titles and 
ive mixed doubles crowns 

an unparallelled feat.
Natekar was the recip-

ient of the Arjuna Award 
in the year of its inception 
1961 but strangely was 
never considered for the 
Padma awards and never 
got one too.

“I never thought 
about it (not getting 
Padma award). I used to 
forget about my matches 
soon after they got over 
and concentrated on mu-
sic,” declared the Sang-
li-born great, who now 
lives in Pune with son 
and ex-national tennis 
champion, Gaurav, and 
his family.

Anil Pradhan, a for-
mer national men’s dou-
bles champion and coach 

of former top woman 
shuttler Aparna Popat, in 
his keynote address, ac-
claimed the classical style 
of play of not only Na-
tekar but another former 
great late Suresh Goel and 
their on-court rivalry.

“It was like a `jugal-
bandi (collaboration) 
what Natekar played was 
replicated a few shots 
later by Suresh.

Both were very good 
in anticipating the rivals 
strokes,” said Pradhan.

Pradhan also touched 
upon a statistical point 
that Maharashtra has 
not produced a national 
champion in men’s sin-
gles other than Natekar 
and Rajeev Bagga (1991).

“There were 13 na-
tional junior boys’ cham-
pions in this period but 
none went on to win the 
seniors’ title. In contrast, 
out of 12 junior girls’ 
champions, eight became 
national womens singles 
champions too,” noted 
Pradhan.

Badminton legend Natekar hails current crop of Indian players

I , M  13 (PTI): 
Having found some light 
at the end of the tunnel, 
Royal Challengers Ban-
galore will be keen to ex-
pose the chinks in Kings 
XI Punjab’s armoury 
during their must-win 
IPL encounter here to-
morrow.

RCB got some breath-
ing space after their 
ive-wicket victory 

against Delhi Daredev-
ils while Kings XI Pun-
jab, after a brilliant run 
at the initial stages, are 
currently struggling with 
back to back defeats.

Despite losses to Ra-
jasthan Royals and Kol-
kata Knight Riders, KXIP 
are in the top half of the 
league with 12 points 
while RCB are still lan-
guishing at the second 
last place in the table.

However in IPL, 
strange things have hap-
pened at the business 
end of the tournament 
and RCB, under Virat 
Kohli, are likely to put 
a lot of pressure on the 
slipping KXIP.

While Kohli and AB de 
Villiers anchored an easy 
chase against Daredevils 
with stylish half-centuries, 
KXIP bowlers were under 
the pump, being taken to 
cleaners by Sunil Narine 
and Dinesh Karthik as 
KKR scored a mammoth 
245 in the last game.

Both the teams are 
overtly dependant on 
their batting with Kohli 
and De Villiers holding 
forte for the RCB while 
Preity Zinta co-owned 
out it looks up to KL Ra-
hul (537 runs) and Chris 
Gayle (332 runs) for in-
spirational performances.

Such has been the 
gulf in performance be-

tween skipper Kohli and 
other batsmen in the 
team, despite blowing 
‘hot and cold’ throughout 
the season, he is team’s 
top scorer by a distance 
with 466 runs from 11 
games. De Villiers (358 
runs) is 108 runs behind 
his skipper, although he 
has played two games 
less. Mandeep Singh (245 
from 11 games) is third 
in the list and is another 
200 runs (221 runs) be-
hind Kohli.

For KXIP, Rahul has 
been in a different league 
with ive half-centuries 
and a strike-rate of 162 
plus and an average of 
nearly 60. Rahul will be 
desperate to get some 
support from Gayle, who 
has gone quiet after initial 
carnage. A quick ire 50 
from Gayle can change the 
complexion of the game.

However, it is the 
bowling which has let 
both RCB and KXIP down 
on many occasions.

For KXIP, the stand-
out bowler has been An-
drew Tye with 20 wick-
ets at an economy rate of 
8 per over while teenage 
mystery spinner Mujeeb 
ur Rahman has been ex-
ceptional with 14 wick-
ets at a miserly rate of 
6.99 per over.

The problem area has 
been skipper Ravichan-
dran Ashwin’s inability 
to get breakthroughs 
with only six scalps from 
11 games at 8.13 runs 
per over. 

Axar Patel, the only 
player retained by the 
franchise, has fared even 
worse. He has got chance 
in only ive of the match-
es with only three wick-
ets in his kitty at an econ-
omy rate of 8.73.

RCB ready 
to test jittery 
KXIP in must-

win game

Real and 
Atletico 
warm up for 
European 
inals with 

Liga wins
B , M  13 
(AP): Real Madrid 
and Atletico Madrid 
warmed up for their 
European finals by 
winning in the Spanish 
league on Saturday.

Madrid didn’t need 
resting forward Cristiano 
Ronaldo to crush Celta 
Vigo 6-0 at home in its sec-
ond-to-last match before 
the Champions League i-
nal against Liverpool.

Atletico also won at 
crosstown rival Getafe 
1-0 just four days before 
it plays Marseille for the 
Europa League crown.

Manager Zinedine 
Zidane left Ronaldo off 
his squad as Madrid’s 
star recovers from a right 
ankle injury that caused 
him to be substituted last 
weekend at Liga champi-
on Barcelona.

Gareth Bale led the 
way without him, scoring 
the opening two goals. 
Francisco “Isco” Alarcon, 
little-used defender Ach-
raf Hakimi, and Toni Kro-
os added on, along with 
an own goal by Celta’s 
Sergi Gomez, to ease to 
the big win at home.

Madrid plays Villar-
real in the inal round of 
the Liga season before 
the Champions League 
inal on May 26 in Kiev.

At Getafe, Atletico 
coach Diego Simeone 
played what could likely 
be his starting 11 for the 
Europa League inal in 
Lyon. Jorge “Koke” Resur-
reccion scored from a pass 
by Antoine Griezmann in 
the eighth minute.

Goalkeeper Jan Ol-
bak ensured the victory 
when he saved a penalty 
by Faycal Fajr in the 78th 
after Diego Godin fouled 
Angel Rodriguez in the 
area. Atletico maintained 
its hold on second place 
in the league.
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 MIZORAM STATE LOTTERIES
 LABHLAXMI LIBRA

 Draw No:14 DrawDate on:13/05/18
 1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 5416
 2nd Prize Rs.1,000/- 4913 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 4376
 4th Prize Rs.300/- 3573 5th Prize Rs.  206/- 5886
 6th Prize Rs.100/-
 1013 1030 1064 1067 1162 1175 1187 1245 1270 1300
 1311 1414 1421 1435 1455 1503 1533 1727 1765 1771
 1776 1787 1826 1854 1858 1953 1958 1963 1965 1984
 2003 2010 2033 2042 2050 2054 2059 2082 2109 2121
 2142 2155 2186 2209 2223 2225 2257 2357 2368 2378
 2380 2384 2402 2415 2451 2455 2456 2463 2482 2486
 2594 2606 2650 2658 2693 2711 2772 2791 2812 2829
 2844 2846 2854 2900 2916 2928 2933 2936 2975 3016
 3084 3087 3094 3108 3112 3132 3164 3169 3170 3193
 3208 3279 3302 3346 3353 3367 3401 3440 3457 3463
 3469 3523 3524 3547 3626 3683 3704 3755 3872 3899
 3916 3980 3984 4016 4043 4051 4057 4075 4093 4102
 4131 4237 4278 4317 4328 4403 4410 4412 4417 4455
 4467 4480 4481 4485 4501 4520 4537 4542 4551 4598
 4619 4625 4634 4635 4667 4682 4691 4735 4747 4789
 4796 4800 4823 4847 4867 4884 4903 4914 4944 5057
 5093 5109 5131 5134 5138 5177 5256 5289 5305 5310
 5315 5323 5327 5329 5339 5382 5467 5468 5498 5520
 5535 5590 5596 5601 5612 5635 5648 5678 5701 5708
 5774 5778 5796 5801 5827 5840 5868 5897 5908 6028
 6058 6112 6118 6135 6172 6275 6282 6285 6331 6355
 6400 6438 6476 6478 6490 6496 6499 6505 6520 6551
 6580 6610 6624 6625 6631 6643 6685 6699 6777 6787
 6801 6808 6833 6835 6910 6922 6928 6929 6939 6961
Issued by:
The Director ,Mizoram State Lotteries,
For result please visit: www.mizoramlotteries.com

ARUNACHAL PRADESH STATE LOTTERIES
MUMBAILAXMI RANI

Draw No:14 DrawDate on:13/05/18
1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 3704 2nd Prize Rs.2,000/- 4707
3rd Prize Rs. 1,000/- 1858 4th Prize Rs.  506/- 2795
5th Prize Rs.200/-
1016 1051 1109 1166 1204 1205 1278 1298 1331 1334
1442 1486 1546 1566 1570 1771 1818 1890 1898 1902
1926 1927 2060 2126 2169 2236 2249 2317 2330 2361
2376 2381 2401 2409 2444 2467 2596 2607 2608 2614
2708 2717 2759 2797 2904 3018 3055 3058 3092 3311
3341 3350 3362 3423 3424 3530 3591 3593 3649 3705
3711 3770 3790 3813 3851 3868 3977 3984 4091 4143
4177 4192 4204 4225 4236 4263 4398 4461 4688 4710
4718 4719 4793 4973 5037 5135 5164 5175 5214 5232
5276 5515 5523 5619 5646 5664 5725 5737 5911 5959
6th Prize Rs.100/-
1057 1077 1087 1108 1132 1142 1251 1257 1283 1296
1305 1389 1412 1509 1542 1556 1591 1678 1681 1712
1764 1798 1833 1875 1877 1878 1882 1923 1929 1933
1966 2015 2026 2031 2041 2043 2045 2053 2067 2092
2099 2125 2157 2160 2195 2266 2278 2307 2308 2320
2344 2349 2375 2415 2421 2453 2455 2494 2550 2554
2569 2576 2604 2606 2656 2669 2683 2706 2707 2734
2782 2814 2827 2834 2837 2874 2907 2910 2912 2915
2920 2925 2927 2939 2943 2971 2972 2984 2993 2996
2997 3043 3048 3051 3100 3136 3141 3149 3159 3178
3179 3190 3273 3279 3288 3326 3348 3417 3421 3426
3437 3450 3454 3461 3479 3496 3543 3549 3551 3565
3601 3616 3624 3625 3654 3680 3689 3722 3729 3733
3744 3781 3786 3802 3810 3822 3864 3870 3877 3885
3890 3892 3897 3924 3964 4024 4073 4108 4132 4150
4166 4213 4229 4230 4246 4253 4294 4323 4332 4354
4384 4441 4443 4490 4588 4640 4703 4716 4736 4750
4856 4934 4941 4948 4957 4987 5010 5083 5087 5190
5198 5306 5417 5424 5484 5539 5542 5624 5650 5656
5675 5687 5734 5759 5799 5814 5900 5924 5986 5998
Issued by:
The Commissioner,
ARUNACHAL PRADESH STATE LOTTERIES,ITANAGAR.
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DEAR AFFECTIONATE MORNING DEAR RESPECT DEAR HAWK EVENING
Draw Time : 11:55 am onwards Draw Time : 04:00 pm onwards Draw Time : 08:00 pm onwards

Draw No:23 DrawDate on:13/05/18 Draw No:23 DrawDate on:13/05/18 Draw No:41 DrawDate on:13/05/18
1st Prize Rs.26.06 Lakhs/- 87C 87583 1st Prize Rs.26.06 Lakhs/- 98B 40865 1st Prize Rs.26.06 Lakhs/- 87H 22583

Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 87583 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 40865 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 22583 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
12189 24345 33790 35985 40435 07545 16442 30036 34530 42650 02286 04689 14698 18617 19510
41639 45613 48967 63752 66849 44302 62404 68990 79734 85200 20002 58420 59713 76723 82733
3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0039 2215 3888 4640 6202 7305 8779 8787 9330 9804 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0127 1302 1411 2402 3931 4150 5989 7548 7780 9673 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0092 0262 0547 1204 2196 2484 2630 5972 7836 9211
4th Prize Rs.250/- 1408 2323 4298 4870 5197 6013 6621 9757 9893 9930 4th Prize Rs.250/- 2906 3279 3514 4919 5178 5319 7506 7736 8835 9394 4th Prize Rs.250/- 0423 1842 1945 3500 6091 6104 6900 8125 8389 9584
5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/-
0294 0394 0402 0412 0440 0485 0556 0599 0646 0852 0182 0422 0540 0644 0648 0767 0856 1048 1175 1192 0176 0233 0947 1020 1351 1612 1674 1795 1828 1871
0905 0921 0982 1024 1149 1312 1317 1336 1364 1425 1287 1336 1386 1432 1525 1581 1588 1620 1798 1907 1911 1946 1950 2121 2260 2307 2334 2338 2396 2458
1426 1454 1497 1678 1686 1797 1954 2088 2173 2334 1921 2011 2094 2177 2329 2439 2532 2544 2757 2898 2623 2682 2797 2807 2959 3046 3191 3370 3441 3477
2517 2551 3134 3159 3189 3230 3239 3451 3536 3540 3022 3037 3114 3319 3394 3508 3733 3775 3942 3966 3484 3575 3587 3690 3693 3887 3944 3946 4074 4111
3773 3798 3830 4028 4061 4193 4223 4335 4426 4435 4116 4181 4261 4563 4574 4686 4700 4705 4938 5007 4125 4180 4199 4232 4301 4399 4569 4601 4702 4793
4472 4546 4645 4659 4885 4913 4950 5408 5419 5428 5212 5357 5392 5626 5723 5830 5933 5943 6034 6105 4829 4986 5146 5294 5532 5584 5653 5658 5671 5959
5567 5627 5717 5742 5959 6092 6222 6286 6295 6384 6206 6279 6337 6367 6505 6578 6676 6771 6827 6837 6081 6252 6307 6322 6768 6803 6822 6981 7015 7038
6489 6512 6626 6667 6718 7027 7039 7368 7543 7566 6890 6977 7552 7771 8064 8089 8246 8308 8380 8406 7327 7328 7341 7433 7458 7559 7676 7733 7760 7848
7697 7713 7854 7898 7933 8207 8218 8258 8294 8595 8413 8432 8438 8444 8537 8622 8684 8843 8871 8876 7987 8022 8098 8171 8208 8212 8363 8373 8383 8748
8844 8924 9174 9229 9342 9388 9423 9442 9626 9954 8879 9020 9083 9128 9277 9299 9447 9602 9822 9830 8846 8894 8897 9160 9218 9263 9484 9786 9966 9987

Issued by :
The Director,Nagaland State Lotteries,Kohima ,Nagaland
For Result,Please Visit : www.nagalandlotteries.com

N A G A L A N D  S T A T E L O T T E R I E S

Paris police have launched a terror investigation after one person died and four others were injured by a knifeman Islamic State says is 
one of its “soldiers”. Sources told the French news agency AFP that the Russian born attacker was on an anti-terror watchlist. Police union 

representative Rocco Contento said of icers shot the man as he ran at them shouting: “I will kill you, I will kill you.” In a con licting account, 
the French news channel BFMTV reported that of icers shot him while he was on the ground suffering from cardiac arrest.

Y , M  13 
(AFP): China today 
condemned ight-
ing on its border 
between Myanmar 
forces and ethnic 
rebels that has left 
19 dead, mostly ci-
vilians, in some of 
the worst violence 
to rattle the restive 
frontier in recent 
years.

The ighting 
erupted yesterday 
when ethnic-mi-
nority insur-
gent groups, who 
are locked in a 
long-running battle 
with the Myanmar 
state, attacked se-
curity posts around 
Muse, a border town and trade 
hub in northeastern Shan state.

A local resident told AFP 
she heard gun ire through the 
night until early Sunday morn-
ing, with fear gripping a town 
that lives at the mercy of both 

government militias and eth-
nic armies ighting for more 
autonomy.

“We heard shooting the 
whole night until this morn-
ing around 6:00 am. We do not 
know what was going on and 
who was ighting,” said Muse 

resident Aye Aye.
Yesterday’s carnage, which 

also left at least 27 injured, was 
one of the bloodiest days in re-
cent years in a long-running 
rebellion that is separate from 
the Rohingya crisis to the west.

Fighting in the remote re-

gion in early 2017 
sent more 20,000 
Myanmar refugees 
scrambling across 
the border into Chi-
na’s Yunnan prov-
ince, raising tensions.

Today, the Chi-
nese embassy in 
Yangon condemned 
the clashes and said 
it had urged “rel-
evant parties” to 
reach an immediate 
cease ire.

The violence 
“made people from 
the Myanmar side 
lee across the Chi-

nese border, and 
stray bullets have 
entered into Chi-
nese territory”, the 

statement added.
Observers believe Beijing 

holds signi icant sway over 
the ethnic rebels near its bor-
der and is a key player in a fal-
tering peace process steered 
by Myanmar’s civilian leader 

Aung San Suu Kyi.
Suu Kyi placed the peace 

bid -- an effort to extinguish 
around two dozen complicated 
and long-running ethnic con-
licts across the country -- at 

the top of her agenda after she 
was elected to of ice in land-
mark 2015 elections.

But the effort has been se-
verely hampered by a surge in 
ighting between Myanmar se-

curity forces and an alliance of 
rebel groups in northeastern 
Shan and Kachin states.

Saturday’s attacks were 
blamed on the Kachin Inde-
pendence Army (KIA) and the 
Ta’ang National Liberation Army 
(TNLA), which claimed respon-
sibility for operation and apolo-
gised for the civilian deaths.

Suu Kyi, the irst civilian 
leader of the former junta-run 
country in decades, lacks con-
trol over security policy and 
the still-powerful military, 
which has retained key gov-
ernment posts in a delicate 
power-sharing arrangement.

Beijing urges cease ire after deadly 
Myanmar border clashes

S , M  13 (AP): Sui-
cide bombers on motorcycles 
and including a woman with 
children targeted today Mass 
congregations in three church-
es in Indonesia’s second larg-
est city, killing at least 11 peo-
ple and wounding dozens in 
one of the worst attacks on the 
Christian minority, police said.

The irst attack struck the 
Santa Maria Roman Catholic 
Church in Surabaya, killing 
four people, including one or 
more bombers, police spokes-
man Frans Barung Mangera 
told reporters at the scene. He 
said two police of icers were 
among a total of 41 wounded. 
The blast was followed by a 
second explosion minutes lat-
er at the Christian Church of 
Diponegoro and a third at the 
city’s Pantekosta Church, Man-
gera said.

President Joko “Jokowi” 
Widodo arrived in Surabaya, 
the East Java provincial capital, 
in the aftermath of the attacks, 
Mangera said. The bombings 
were the worst since a series of 
attacks on churches on Christ-
mas Eve in 2000 killed 15 peo-

ple and wounded nearly 100. 
Religious minorities, especially 
Christians, have been repeat-
edly targeted by militants.

A senior police of icial said 
the bombings were carried out 
by at least ive suicide bomb-
ers, including a veiled woman 
who had two children with her. 
The of icial spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because he 
wasn’t authorized to speak to 
the media.

A witness described the 
woman with children, saying 
she was carrying two bags at 
the Diponegoro church.

“At irst of icers blocked 
them in front of the churchyard 
but the woman ignored and 
forced her way inside. Sudden-
ly she hugged a civilian then 
(the bomb) exploded,” said a 
civilian guard named Antonius.

Shattered glass and chunks 
of concrete littered the en-
trance of the Santa Maria 
Church, which was sealed off 
by heavily armed police. Res-
cue personnel treated victims 
on a nearby ield while of icers 
inspected wrecked motor-
cycles in the parking lot that 
were burned in the explosion.

A street merchant outside 
the church said she was blown 
away several meters (yards) by 
the powerful blast.

“I saw two men riding a 
motorbike forced their way 
into the churchyard. One was 
wearing black pants and one 
with a backpack,” said Sam-
sia, who uses a single name. 
“Soon after that the explosion 
happened.” In Jakarta, the In-
donesian Church Association 
strongly condemned the at-
tacks and called on people to 
wait on authorities to investi-
gate.

“We are angry with these 
attacks, but we leave it to the 
authorities to resolve them,” 
said Gormar Gultom, an of icial 
with the association.

National police spokesman 
Setyo Wasisto announced that 
police fatally shot four suspect-
ed militants and arrested two 
others early Sunday in West 
Java towns. It wasn’t clear if 
the shootings were connected 
with the church attacks.

“They have trained in order 
to attack police,” Wasisto said, 
identifying the militants as 

members of Jemaah Anshorut 
Daulah, or JAD. The network 
of about two dozen extremist 
groups has been implicated 
in a number of attacks in In-
donesia over the past year. It 
pledges allegiance to Islamic 
State group leader Abu Bakr 
al-Baghdadi.

The latest attacks in pre-
dominantly Muslim Indonesia 
came days after police ended 
a riot and hostage-taking at a 
detention center near Jakarta 
that left six of icers and three 
inmates dead. The Islamic 
State group has claimed re-
sponsibility.

Indonesia has carried out 
a sustained crackdown on 
militants since bombings by 
al-Qaida-af iliated radicals in 
Bali in 2002 killed 202 people. 
In recent years, the country 
has faced a new threat as the 
rise of the Islamic State group 
in the Middle East invigorated 
local militant networks.

Christians, many of whom 
from the ethnic Chinese mi-
nority, make up about 9 per 
cent of Indonesia’s 260 million 
people.

11 dead, 41 hurt as suicide bombers hit Indonesian churches

P , M  13 (AFP): 
Investigators today 
were probing the back-
ground of a 20-year-old 
Frenchman born in Rus-
sia who killed one man 
and wounded four other 
people during a stabbing 
spree, with sources close 
to the case saying he had 
been on a watchlist of 
suspected extremists.

The yesterday night 
attack in a lively area of 
theatres and restaurants 
near the main opera 
house was the latest in a 
series of suspected jihad-
ist strikes in France that 
have killed some 245 
people since 2015.

He was shot and 
killed by police after an 
of icer unsuccessfully 
tried to stop him with a 
Taser.

Judicial sources 
said the man was born 
in Chechnya, a Mus-
lim-dominated Russian 
republic which has been 
the scene of two bloody 
separatist wars since the 
1990s.

Hundreds of Islamic 
militants from Chechn-
ya have left to join ter-
ror groups in the Middle 
East, North Africa and 
other regions in recent 
years.

Russian news reports 
said the Russian embas-
sy in Paris was pressing 
French of icials for more 
information on the knife-
man, whose parents have 
been taken into custody 
for questioning.

Investigators have 
not yet said when the 
man arrived in France.

The man, born in 
November 1997, was 
on France’s so-called “S 
ile” of people suspected 

of radicalised views who 
could pose security risks, 

French police seek
clues after Russian-born 

knifeman strikes
the sources said, though 
he did not have a crimi-
nal record.

The Islamic State 
group claimed respon-
sibility, saying one of its 
“soldiers” had carried 
out the attack, according 
to the SITE monitoring 
group, but provided no 
corroborating proof to 
back their assertion.

The attack was con-
demned by Hassen Chal-
ghoumi, head of the Con-
ference of French Imams.

“Last night’s attack 
reminds us how much 
our security, freedom 
and democracy have be-
come targets for these 
people,” he said in a 
statement.

Witnesses described 
a wave of panic on the 
Rue Monsigny as people 
led into bars and restau-

rants seeking cover as 
the man struck appar-
ently at random, yelling 
“Allahu akbar” (God is 
greatest).
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EtCETERA

ARIES: You have acquired some 
sound con idence in yourself, 
Aries. Now it is time for you to 
show everyone else by actually 
putting it to use in your life. It’s 
as though you have symbolically 
just completed an in-depth act-
ing class. Well, now is the time 
to go on stage. Smile, remember 
your lines, and don’t forget to 
bow when everyone applauds. 
You’ll knock ‘em dead!  
TAURUS: Today’s planetary 
energy should compel you to 
commit certain acts of self-af ir-
mation that are needed to de ine 
your territory and protect your 
rights. You’ll be encouraged to 
explore your desires and per-
sonal tastes and express your 
opinion openly and clearly. Ev-

eryone has an identity to claim! 
Don’t be bashful about claiming 
yours now.  
GEMINI: Today your brain is 
supercharged, Gemini. If you’ve 
been thinking about doing some 
writing or have put off analyzing 
a particularly tricky problem, 
this would be the perfect day 
to get started. You’ll have all the 
inspiration you could possibly 
need. And don’t worry about 
shocking the people around you 
with your directness and asser-
tiveness. They’ll appreciate your 
valuable ideas.  
CANCER: With today’s planetary 
energy, you’ll ind yourself a lit-
tle more extraverted than usual, 
Cancer. You’ll inally be able to 
say what you really think about 

things. It’s an important change 
for you, and you’ll ind that ex-
pressing your ideas and beliefs is 
a great help in reaching all your 
goals in life.  
LEO: Today you’re unstoppable! 
You’re a very hard worker by na-
ture, and with the current plan-
etary alignment you’ll be able 
to accomplish even more than 
usual. You have an abundance 
of energy, more than enough to 
handle everything that comes 
your way. Just be sure to use 
your usual good judgment. Rash 
decisions, especially those con-
cerning your personal life, could 
lead to regret later.  
VIRGO: Discard those items 
from the past for which you re-
ally no longer have use. As much 

as you like to surround yourself 
with objects of sentimental val-
ue, the time comes when it’s nec-
essary to look to the future rath-
er than dwell on the past. The 
time spent cleaning your home 
and throwing out extraneous 
things will release you from the 
past and allow you to embrace 
the future.  
LIBRA: Intimacy will be in the 
air over the next few days. Loved 
ones suddenly want to spend 
more time with you, and you’ll 
want to invite friends over every 
night! By all means, do. You’ll be 
recharged, and some of the won-
derful discussions could lead to 
something great. However, there 
may be a bit of tension in the 
air to temper all that closeness, 

since not everyone will agree 
with your point of view.  
SCORPIO: Feeling unusually 
adventurous, Scorpio? You’re of-
ten motivated by your idealistic 
expectations, and the planetary 
con igurations today are going 
to push you even further on your 
spiritual quest. Satisfy your de-
sire to discover new horizons 
and meet new people by saying 
hello to anyone and everyone 
you feel like talking to. Some-
times life’s biggest adventures 
begin with a simple action.  
SAGITTARIUS: The celestial en-
ergy signals a pleasant change 
for you today, Sagittarius. Finally, 
the overpowering emotions that 
have been surging from your 
relationships will subside. You 

are now beginning a more con-
templative phase. You may feel 
as if you’re about to depart on a 
long trip, with all the time in the 
world to meditate on the events 
of the past few months.  
CAPRICORN: This is a good day 
to devote time and thought to 
spiritual pursuits, Capricorn. 
Do something inspirational that 
instills a sense of wonder deep 
in your soul. Go to a church and 
light a candle, sit outdoors and 
watch the changing sky, or study 
a painting in a local museum. 
Meditate on your concept of 
spirituality and the interconnec-
tion of humans and the planet, 
past and present. Savor the con-
nection you feel.  
AQUARIUS: A new phase in your 

life is beginning, Aquarius. The 
previous phase could be inter-
preted as having taught you to 
be serious and devoted to pro-
fessional responsibilities. And 
you did accomplish some good 
deeds to boot. Now you can relax 
and look ahead to what’s next. 
Let yourself feel the welcome 
tug of the future.  
PISCES: Today’s aspects might 
clear up some rather sketchy 
ideas about your professional 
future, Pisces. If you long for a 
change, such as daring to under-
take a more artistic pursuit, now 
is the time to begin planning ex-
actly how to go about it. The irst 
step is to igure out how you can 
make a living from it. Welcome 
back to reality!
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After a hit red carpet entry, Aishwarya Rai Bachchan dresses like a boss 
in a black pant suit. She aced her look with highlighted eyes, red lip 

colour, black clutch and paired it with heels.

Hollywood stars took over 
the red carpet at the 

Cannes ilm festival in a call 
for equality among men and 
women.

Cate Blanchet, Kristen 
Stewart and Salma Hayek 
were among 82 actresses, 
ilmmakers and producers 

who stood arm in arm.
The number of protesters 

represented the 82 ilms by 
female directors who have 
competed for the top Palme 
d’Or prize since 1946 - com-
pared with the nearly 1,700 
male contenders.

“We demand that our 
workplaces are diverse and 
equitable so they can best 
re lect the world in which 
we live,” said Blanchett in 
a statement read out with 
the legendary 89-year-old 
French director Agnes Varda.

The double Oscar winner 
said they wanted “a world 
that allows all of us in front 
and behind the camera to 
thrive shoulder to shoulder 
with our male colleagues”.

The stars walked up the 
stairs to the Palais des Festi-
vals but stopped halfway to 

mark the obstacles they face 
in trying to reach the top.

“The stairs of our indus-
try must be accessible to all. 
Let’s climb,” Blanchett de-
clared.

The protest took place 
ahead of the premiere of Girls 
Of The Sun by Eva Husson, 
one of only three women out 

of 21 directors in the running 
for the Palme d’Or.

The ilm tells the story of 
the Kurdish Yazidi all-female 
Sun Brigade who are ight-
ing Islamic State jihadists in 
Syria and Iraq, where thou-
sands of women were kept as 
slaves.

The demonstration 

comes seven months after 
ilm industry was rocked by 

allegations of sexual harass-
ment by movie mogul Harvey 
Weinstein.

It triggered the #MeToo 
movement which saw Holly-
wood stars speak publicly for 
the irst time of abuse they 
have suffered in the business.

WOMEN PROTEST ON THE RED CARPET AT CANNES

AVENGERS: In inity War is now the sec-
ond-fastest movie to cross the $500 million 
mark domestically. The Marvel Cinematic 
Universe mega-hit is already one of the most 
commercially successful movies of all time, 
having smashed box of ice records both in the 
U.S. and abroad. And, despite an uphill battle 
to become the top-grossing movie of all time, 
In inity War could still blast past the $2 bil-
lion mark worldwide.

Anthony and Joe Russo’s latest MCU out-
ing, ultimately, may not reach Avatar’s glob-
al box of ice record, but its immense early 
domestic success, including scoring the big-
gest-ever U.S. opening weekend, could have it 
land in one of the top spots on both the do-
mestic and worldwide charts - behind ilms 
like Avatar and Star Wars: The Force Awak-
ens - and its latest box of ice milestone proves 
that it’s on its way up there.

Variety reports that Avengers: In inity 
War grossed $16 million on Friday, bring-
ing its domestic total to $502 million, which 
means that it’s the second-fastest movie to 
cross the $500 million mark at the U.S. box 
of ice. It took In inity War 15 days to pass 
that threshold, which is faster than Star Wars: 
The Last Jedi (16 days) and Black Panther 
(17 days). However, The Force Awakens still 
reigns supreme in that regard, having earned 
$540 million in just 10 days. At the moment, 
In inity War is projected to inish the weekend 
at around $546 million domestically, which 
would make it the eighth-highest-grossing 
movie of all time and also put it past The Dark 

Knight’s $534 million.
In inity War has also earned over $800 

million internationally so far, which already 
puts the ilm well past the $1 billion mark. 
Based on its performance and current proj-
ects, it’s possible that In inity War could gross 
up to $2 billion globally, but it would need to 
maintain course in order to even come close 
to that milestone, of which only two movies 
have ever achieved in ilm history: The Force 
Awakens and Avatar.

Of course, the Russos’ Avengers: In ini-
ty War was always expected to have historic 
success, especially for the superhero movie 
genre, and it’s de initely coming to fruition in 
all corners of the world. Continued success in 
China, coupled with its North American wins, 
will have In inity War at or near the top of the 
box of ice for quite some time, depending on 
how long the movie stays in theaters with all 
the competition on the horizon. The question 
is, does it stand a chance at challenging The 
Force Awakens’ insane $936 million domestic 
gross?

Unfortunately for Marvel, The Force 
Awakens’ commercial progression is already 
well ahead of In inity War’s pace. It stood had 
$686 million by this point. So, while In inity 
War could easily cross the $700 million mark 
and possibly surpass Avatar’s $760 million 
total, reaching The Force Awakens remains 
quite a tall task. But, even if it falls short of 
that number, Avengers: In inity War has al-
ready become one of the biggest movies ever 
made.

INFINITY WAR BECOMES
SECOND-FASTEST FILM TO CROSS 

$500 MILLION DOMESTICALLY

Queen Elizabeth 
II has of icial-

ly consented to the 
royal wedding of her 
grandson Prince Har-
ry to Meghan Markle, 
which is scheduled 
for May 19.

Buckingham Pal-
ace has just shared 
an image of the “In-
strument of Con-
sent”, which is the 
hand-written docu-
ment that records “Her Majes-
ty The Queen’s consent to the 
Marriage of Prince Harry and 
Ms. Meghan Markle.”

According to Bucking-
ham Palace, the “Instrument 
of Consent is drafted by the 
Crown Of ice and is, in the 
case of Prince Harry’s mar-
riage, hand-written and illu-
minated on vellum by one of 
a panel of scrivener artists 
retained by the Crown Of-
ice.” Vellum, prepared ani-

mal skin, is used only for im-
portant state documents.

According to the Royal 
Communications Of ice, “the 
design to the left of the text 

incorporates a red dragon, 
the heraldic symbol of Wales, 
together with the UK’s loral 
emblems—the rose, thistle 
and shamrock.”

The document also fea-
tures Prince Harry’s Label and 
three tiny red escallops from 
the Spencer family Arms. The 
design to the right of the text 
also includes the rose, as this 
is also the national lower of 
the United States.

There are also two gold-
en poppies, the state lower 
of California, where Meghan 
was born. There is also a 
Welsh leek with Prince Har-
ry’s Label. Beneath the Label 
are olive branches, adopted 

from the Great Seal of 
the United States.  

There is also a cor-
onet for Prince Harry. 
On the lower right side 
of the document is the 
Commonwealth symbol.

The Instrument of 
Consent is sealed with the 
Great Seal of the Realm.

The Queen’s signa-
ture, “Elizabeth R,” is at 
the top of the document, 
which will be presented 

to newly married couple af-
ter the wedding.

The document reads, 
“NOW KNOW YE that We 
have consented and do by 
these Presents signify Our 
Consent to the contracting 
of Matrimony between Our 
Most Dearly Beloved Grand-
son Prince Henry Charles Al-
bert David of Wales, K.C.V.O., 
and Rachel Meghan Markle.”

The photograph of the 
document was taken in the 
18th Century Room at Buck-
ingham Palace.

Prince Harry and Meghan 
announced their engagement 
on Nov. 27, 2017.

QUEEN ELIZABETH GIVES OFFICIAL CONSENT FOR ROYAL
WEDDING OF PRINCE HARRY AND MEGHAN MARKLE


