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BIMSTEC MEET HELD AT CHI N BHAWA

Neighbourhood-first sentiment reinforced

NITESH R PRADHAN
GANGTOK, 24 APR:

ndian Chamber of Com-

merce [ICC] in association
with Ministry of External
Affairs, Government of In-
dia, organized a programme
on “Integrating BIMSTEC
[Bay of Bengal Initiative on
Multi-Sectoral Technical
and Economic Cooperation]
2018” on the theme, “Fulfill-
ing priorities of Neighbour-
hood First and Act East Pol-
icy of India” at Chintan Bha-
wan here today.

It may be mentioned here,
BIMSTEC is an international
organisation of seven nations
of South Asia and South East
Asia, having a population of
1.5 billion people and a com-
bined gross domestic prod-
uct of $2.5 trillion [2014].
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The BIMSTEC member

States—Bangladesh, India,
Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Thai-
land, Bhutan, and Nepal—are

ties of 'Neighborhood First’
24%April, 2018

also among the countries de-
pendent on the Bay of Bengal.

The event included three
sessions on different themes

and ‘Act East’ Policy of India
Gangok T

focusing on foreign policies,
economy, connectivity, tour-
ism, trade, disaster manage-
ment and the importance of

North East Reglon of India to
BIMSTEC.

The inaugural session
had Tourism Minister, Ugen

Gyatso, as chief guest accom-
panied by Information Min-
ister of Bangladesh, Hasanul
Haq Inu, as guest of honour.

In his address, Mr Gyatso,
while welcoming the BIMS-
TEC delegation, stressed on
the policy of inclusive and
holistic development that
Sikkim is known for with
practices including the Or-
ganic Mission.

He also added that States
in the North East like Sikkim
will greatly benefit from the
Act East policy.

“With a trade of over 75
trillion in the BIMSTEC region,
every member must share in
the rewards,” he added.

With regard to connectiv-
ity, he advised the regional
grouping to develop a motor
vehicle agreement which will

further cement economic
and people-to-people ties in
the region.

He appealed to the youth
to take part in such interna-
tional groupings and lead the
future with novel initiatives.

He also thanked the Ban-
gladesh Information Minister
for his visit to the Himalayan
State.

The Bangladesh Infor-
mation Minister, Mr Inu, ex-
pressed happiness on his
first visit to Sikkim and also
conveyed good wishes to
the people of Sikkim from
Bangladesh Prime Minister,
Shiekh Hasina, and people of
Bangladesh. He also thanked
the State for the hospitality
accorded to him on his visit.

Mr Inu stressed on the

turn to pg02

New Digital X-Ray machine

inaugurated at STNM

Telang takes
charge as
CEO-Sikkim

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 24 APR:

he Election Commis-

sion of India, in con-
sultation with the Gov-
ernment of Sikkim, has
nominated Ravindra Tel-
ang as the Chief Elector-
al Officer of Sikkim vice
Tenzing Gelek. Mr Telang
joined office as Chief Elec-
toral Officer, Sikkim with
effect from 23 Apr, a press
release from the Election
Department informs.

CBSE Class
12 economics
paper re-

test today

GANGTOK, 24 APR [IPR]:
Minister for Health Care,
Human Services & Fam-
ily Welfare Department,
Arjun Kumar Ghatani,
inaugurated a newly in-
stalled Samsung Digital
X-Ray machine at the Ra-
diology Department in
STNM Hospital, Gangtok
today.

He also inspected two
Ultrasound [USG] ma-
chines installed a month
ago in the hospital which
have been donated by
Samsung India.

The Minister was
accompanied by Com-
missioner-cum-Secre-
tary, Health Department,
Vishal Chauhan, Medical
Superintendent, STNM
Hospital, Dr KB Gurung,
heads of various depart-
ments of STNM Hospital
and other officials.

Senior  Radiologist,
Dr KN Sharma, informed
that the diagnosis pro-
cess will further be
strengthened technically
with clearer image quali-
ty with the installation of
the X-Ray machine.

acted with the concerned
staff of Blood Bank & Ra-
diology Department and
further took stock of the
operation of MRI and CT

Mr Ghatani also inter-

scan machine.

e

It may be mentioned

here, a USG machine
which was installed
earlier in Radiology
Department will be

shifted to Gynecology

Department while the
USG machine presently
installed at Gynecolo-
gy Department will be
installed at one of the

GANGTOK, 24 APR [IPR]:
The second review meet-
ing to deliberate on the
socio economic and po-
litical empowerment of
women in North Eastern
States, organised by the
National Commission for
Women [NCW] in associ-
ation with Sikkim State
Commission for Women
[SSCW], was held at the
conference hall of Chin-
tan Bhawan today.
Member of Parlia-

health centres.

ment, Lok Sabha [Sik-

kim], PD Rai, attended
the programme as chief
guest while Chairperson
of NCW, Rekha Sharma,
presided over the meet-
ing in the presence of
representatives from
the Women Commis-
sion and Social Justice
Departments of Assam,
Arunachal Pradesh, Me-
ghalaya, Mizoram, Ma-
nipur and Sikkim. The
meeting was also attend-
ed by Member, NCW, Alok
Rawat, along with Chair-

2nd review meet on women'’s
empowerment in NE States
held at Chintan Bhawan

persons of the Women
Commissions of the par-
ticipating States.

The meeting deliber-
ated in detail the various
women related schemes
of the state governments
and how they can best
be implemented in close
coordination with the
respective State Women
Commissions.

Member, NCW, Mr
Rawat, in his address,
shared experiences from

turn to pg02

NEw DELHI, APR 24
(PTI): The Central Board
of Secondary Education
will conduct a re-test of
Class 12 economics pa-
per on Wednesday, near-
ly a month after it was
leaked triggering wide-
spread outrage and con-
fusion among students
across India.

In Sikkim, 2,298 can-
didates had opted for
Economics in the class
XII boards 2018.

After reports of the
leak surfaced on March
28, the CBSE announced
it will re-conduct the ex-
amination on April 25.

Then, there were also
reports of the CBSE'’s
Class 10 mathematics pa-
per being leaked, but the
board decided against a
re-test of the Class 10 pa-

turn to pg02

Bestselling author Joshua Pollock interacts with media in Gangtok

SUBASH RAI

GANGTOK, 24 APR:
“HEARTFULNESS AND ORGANIC are
synonymous because both deal with
purity, nature and peaceful heart,”
said Joshua Pollock, co-author of the
2018 best seller book ‘The Heartful-
ness Way- Heart Based Meditations
for Spiritual Transformation.

Mr Pollock said this today during
a brief introductory session on his
book with media persons of the state
here at Heartfulness Meditation
Centre situated at ICAR Complex,
Tadong.

Mr Pollock and Kamlesh D. Pa-
tel, widely known as Daaji have au-
thored the book which was released
on 18 Jan earlier this year by the
President of India, Ram Nath Kovind,
and till date more than 1 lakh copies
have been sold online.

According to Mr Pollock, when

Chief Minister Pawan Chamling ex-
plained to him the organic initiative
taken up by Sikkim this morning he

felt overwhelmed and decided to
co-ordinate with the state govern-
ment to spread the message all over
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the world.

Talking about the book, he said,
“The book teaches us the essence
of prayer and yogic transmission to
demystifying the act of meditation
through practical tips. This book will
enable us to live beyond the filters of
our sensory limitations and discover
unity within ourselves.”

He further said that just reading
books cannot help to achieve in-
ner-heart satisfaction and listening
to others talk is also fruitless but
practicing meditation from the inner
heart will earn the real goal.

On the relation between medita-
tion and lifestyles, he said Heartful-
ness never forces anyone to change
their lifestyle but one can enjoy both
simultaneously.

Replying to a query on growing
suicidal tendencies, drug abuse and
other ills in the State, R. Telang, senior

com | [E7 Summit TIMES Datly

member of the Heartfulness Medita-
tion Centre said, “Sikkim has achieved
material development in very short
span of time and this had changed the
lifestyle of the youth drastically.”

According to him, Sikkim's
younger generation knows the art of
experiment and experience, if they
add meditation as one more ingredi-
ent in their life, most of the problems
of Sikkim can be solved.

The book is priced at Rs. 300
and available online at Amazon.com.
The author Dajji was a well-known
Pharmacist in New York for over three
decades before being named as the
fourth guru of the Heartfulness lineage.

Mr. Pollock is a Heartfulness
trainer and practitioner from United
States. He is also an accomplished
Western classical violinist and has
given music in Bollywood films like
Ghajini.
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CBSE Class 12
economics...

contd from pg01
per, saying the examina-
tion was “largely an in-
ternal segment” of school
education system.

“The candidates will
appear (for the exam)
from the same allotted
centres using the same
admit card,” a board offi-
cial said today.

For conducting the
re-test of the econom-
ics paper, the board had
said “Class 12 exams
are a gateway to higher
education and various
professional competitive
exams which have limit-
ed seats... Therefore, giv-
ing undue advantage to a
handful of beneficiaries
of the alleged leak of the
economics paper would
not be in larger interest
of the students.”

“Temi’s beauty can be introduced
better through paragliding”

REBYNA RANA
GANGTOK, 24 APR:

ffering a picturesque

landscape with its
sprawling lush green tea
gardens, Temi Tea Estate
in South district is now
picking up pace to be-
come the new address
for paragliders.

After  its  recent
launch in Temi, around
17 commercial paraglid-
ing flights have been con-
ducted till date by three
commercial paragliding
pilots.

One of the pilots, Nim
Tshering Lepcha [26],
hails from Leek village
in Dzongu, North Sikkim,
and has participated in
various paragliding com-

Simulation d’ Incident en
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which will further con-

MoS MSME visits GFPF

GANGTOK, 24 APR (IPR):
Minister of State (Inde-
pendent charge), Micro,
Small and Medium En-
terprises, Giriraj Singh
visited the Government
Fruit Preservation Fac-
tory (GFPF) at Singtam
this evening as part of his
two-day visit to Sikkim.
He was received by
Secretary, Commerce &
Industries, Arvind Ku-

Earlier this month,

Nim Tshering is also

tea garden is something

mar, Managing Director

and other officers of the
Department and GFPE.
The Minister visited
the factory production
unit and examined the
processing units there.
He also took stock of
various Sikkim Supreme
products and inquired
about their market value.
The Minister of State
will be making a series of
field visits during his stay
in Sikkim over the next

the CBSE had said it
found no impact of the
Class 10 mathematics
paper leak after an as-
sessment.

The reports of leak
of the CBSE papers had
caused disappointment
among students across
the country last month.

In Delhi, students
held protests, accusing
the CBSE of negligence
and demanded imme-
diate action against the
guilty.

Investigators  made
arrests in several parts
of the country in con-
nection with the case, in-
cluding in Jharkhand and
Himachal Pradesh.

They claimed to have
arrested the main con-
spirators behind the leak
from Una town in Him-
achal Pradesh. The three
people were staffers at a
school in the town.

The Class 12 econom-
ics paper was leaked on
March 23 - three days be-
fore the scheduled date,
according to Delhi Police.

The leak was exposed
after an envelope con-
taining four images of the
hand-written economics
paper was delivered to
the CBSE Headquarters
in Delhi on the evening
of the scheduled date of
examination - March 26.

petitions.

A Sikkim University
graduate, Nim Tshering
completed his advanced
course in paragliding
from Bir Billing in Him-
achal Pradesh in the year
2015 following which he
attended Simulation of
Incidents in Flight [SIV:

Vol] course in Thailand in
2016 and secured an in-
ternational license from
Delhiin 2017.

He also participated
in the 1st Sikkim Para-
gliding Red Panda Inter-
national Accuracy Open
Championship [CAT II] in
2017.

the proprietor of an ad-
venture sport agency, “365
Adventure Stop”, located at
Pelling in West Sikkim.
Speaking to Sum-
mitTimes, Nim Tshering
said, “My flying experi-
ence at Temi has been
one of a kind. A landing
site amidst the lush green

out of the ordinary in
Sikkim. When [ tried the
first test flight earlier this
year, | witnessed a pan-
oramic view of the entire
tea garden from above. It
was quite a view!”

“Temi has the poten-
tial to become a major
paragliding destination

tribute towards employ-
ment generation. Its his-
torical relevance and nat-
ural beauty can be better
introduced to tourists
through paragliding, I
feel. This place can be a
great paragliding tour-
ism spot,” expressed Nim
Tshering.

GFPF, Pawan Awasthy,

two days.

Govt sanctions Rs 90 lakh for land
acquisition for two district sub-jails

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, APRIL 24:

he State Government has sanctioned

Rs 90 lakh for acquisition of land for
construction of two district Sub-Jails, one
each at West and North districts. The Home
Department transferred the sanctioned
amount for land acquisition to the Land Rev-
enue and Disaster Management Department
on a priority basis, it is informed.

The sanction came after the Sikkim High
Court initiated a PIL hearing on condition
of inmates and housing and other facilities
including infrastructure available in Sikkim
since 2015.

The division bench of the High court to-
day directed the State Buildings and Hous-
ing Department to prepare a contour map of
West as well as North districts on or before
30 Apr 2018 and submit it to the concerned
Authority for further action.

The bench further directed that there-
after, the concerned authorities are to com-
plete preparation of the Detailed Project
Report [DPR] and Blueprint Plan within two

weeks i.e. by 15 May 2018 next month and
submit it for further action.

Chief Justice SK Agnihotri and Justice
Meenaskhi Madan Rai also further directed
that the concerned authorities consider sug-
gestions made by the Jail Authorities inclu-
sive of the structures for skill development,
detoxification and rehabilitation of Under
Trail Prisoners of substance abuse and med-
ical clinics with separate accommodation
for males and females, library and room for
Para Legal Volunteers besides what rectified
order may be deemed necessary for proper
functioning of the Jail, adding that arrange-
ments may also be considered for outdoor
recreation and organic farming for the in-
mates.

At present, Sikkim has only one district
jail - at Namchi in South Sikkim - and one
Central Jail at Rongyek in East Sikkim.

The land which was earlier acquired
for the construction of a district jail at Om-
chung, Gyalshing in West Sikkim fell under
subsidence zone and was found unsuitable
for construction. There is no proposal for a

district jail in North Sikkim as of now.

While the construction of the sub jail
had been taken up in the year 2005-06, it
was only 6 years later that the government
woke up to the fact that there had been a
miscalculation and wrong assessment of the
project leading to the constitution of a fact
finding committee.

In May 2012, the State government had
set up a committee to examine the issues
with regard to the damages of District Pris-
on at Omchung, Gyalshing. The high pow-
ered committee was headed by the Secre-
tary, Roads & Bridges department as chair-
man and included Secretaries of Buildings
& Housing, Water Security and PHED, the
Principal Director, Mines and Geology; DIG,
Prisons; Additional Secretary, Land Revenue
and the Chief Engineer, Building & Housing.

With the identification of a new location
for construction of new District Sub-Jails,
a detailed geological report has also been
given by the State Mines and Geology De-
partment with a rider to take precautionary
measures as suggested by them.

4 years since announced,

\

Singtam still awaits an
indoor recreational spot

YOGEN THATAL
SINGTAM, 24 APR:

he unavailability of

space for recreational
activities in Singtam has
been attracting the focus
of the public towards the
Chief Minister’s address
during the 2014 election
campaign with regard to
the old government food
godown under Food &
Civil Supplies Depart-
ment located at Singtam
Bazaar.

The CM had an-
nounced that the old gov-
ernment food godown
will be transformed into
an indoor stadium for
the people of Singtam ap-
pointed with a badmin-
ton court, library, gym

hall and others facilities.

Despite the calen-
dar year having reached
2018, not even a foun-
dation stone or starting
work like dismantling of
the old structure has be-
gun.

“It's 2018 and not
even a foundation stone
for the proposed struc-
ture has been laid till
date. The old govern-
ment food godown still
stands there idle. Some
people have been trying
to play dirty politics in
the name of the build-
ing’s dismantling work
which is not good for the
people of Singtam Ba-
zaar,” shared one of the
locals of Singtam.

2nd review meet on women’s empowerment in NE States held at Chintan Bhawan

contd from pg01

his tenure as an IAS officer of the Sikkim
Cadre for 38 years. He expressed his grat-
itude to the State of Sikkim for the valu-
able learnings and lauded the women em-
powerment schemes and initiatives in the
State.

Chairperson, NCW, Ms Sharma, ex-
pressed happiness at the positive develop-
ments in women’s empowerment through a
series of meetings with the NE States. Going
through the various commitments made by
each State in the previous meetings, she re-
viewed the action taken report of each State.
She shared her observations about the sta-
tus of socio economic and political develop-
ments of women in the NE States.

She further suggested that women in
the NE States should be encouraged to

participate and contribute in the tourism
and hospitality sectors. She shared that
the NCW will lend the required support to
facilitate capacity building programmes in
this area.

Speaking on the occasion, MP, Lok
Sabha, Mr Rai, congratulated the NCW for
coming up with the Study Report on the
status of empowerment of women in the
NE States and recommendations thereof.

“The NCW is doing their best to align
each of the States on one common ground
to ensure that they grow collectively,” he
stated.

“At the National level, we often come
across incidents of heinous crimes against
women and girl children to the extent that
an ordinance had to be brought out by the
Central Government. We have to create an

environment to deal with such incidents
and create a peaceful environment,” he
added.

He suggested that the Study Report
prepared by the Commission should also
incorporate Sustainable Development
Goals, more specifically goal no. 5 which
pertains to gender equality.

“In Sikkim there is a sense of peace and
security and all round development which
has happened through good governance
and consistent leadership. The schemes
and programmes and unique initiatives of
the state government to bring about wom-
en’d empowerment have not happened
overnight but through a long and arduous
process, strong political will and transla-
tion of policies into action,” said Mr Rai.

Touching upon the issue of declining

total fertility rate in Sikkim, he appealed
to the Chairperson, NCW to provide sug-
gestions and studies as a solution to this
challenge.

Speaking on the need to encourage
women towards tourism and hospitality
sector, he suggested that an entrepreneur-
ship or start up exercise for the entire
NE States on a common platform can be
organised to get maximum participation
and accelerate the process of women’s
empowerment.

Chairperson, SSCW, Rehna Rai, high-
lighted the unique initiatives of the state
government for the empowerment of
women while Secretary, Social Justice,
Empowerment & Welfare Department,
Government of Sikkim, Sarala Rai, shared
the various good practices and schemes

for women being implemented by the So-
cial Justice Department of the state gov-
ernment.

Earlier, Member Secretary, SSCW, You-
sha Lachenpa, gave a brief background of
the 1st Review Meeting held in 2017 in
Shillong, Meghalaya. She informed about
the Study Report on the Social Economic
and Political Empowerment of Women in
the NE States compiled in the year 2016.
Today’s meeting, she informed, was a fol-
low up of the previous meeting and an
effort to revisit the Study Report and pro-
vide necessary inputs to strengthen it.

Each participating State made brief
presentations on the action taken and way
forward and shared the innovative pro-
grammes and schemes implemented in
the respective States.

Neighbourhood-first sentiment reinforced

turn to pg05
key factor of togetherness
that binds the entire BIM-
STEC region. He also high-
lighted his country’s policy to
engage with neighbours first
and to bring 21% of world
population that lives in the
BIMSTEC region together.

He further highlighted
India’s Act East policy and
thanked PM Narendra Modi
for his active role in taking
BIMSTEC to newer levels of
cooperation.

“String regionalism is sur-
vival strategy and there isa par-
adigm shift from state security

to human security,” he added.

He also asked the coun-
tries to turn rivers of sorrow
into waters of hopes and held
that it is now time to act.

“We should export and
import from neighbours
first,” he said while highlight-
ing regional trade.

Speaking on the global is-
sue of terrorism, he held that
multi-country  cooperation
was key to destroying ter-
rorism and his country has
cracked down on all elements
of radicalism in Bangladesh
strongly. Stressing on making
BIMSTEC market-induced, he

added that there is a need to
remove such barriers by ad-
dressing certain bilateral is-
sues between countries or at
least to keep aside their dif-
ferences for the greater good
of the entire region.
Liberalisation of visa poli-
cies, strengthening transpor-
tation, digital connectivity,
harnessing of shared water
resources and neighbour-
hood-first are some key pol-
icies that need to be pursued
actively by BIMSTEC and its
member nations, he stated.
He mentioned Gan-
ga-Brahmaputra-Meghna

basin that stretches across
India and Bangladesh is a
good example of turning riv-
ers into hope for the people.

Speaking separately to
media, the Bangladesh Infor-
mation Minister said that he
is delighted to see that Sik-
kim is a developed area with
more development work still
ongoing in the State.

He further praised the
people of the State as friend-
ly and termed the State as a
peaceful tourist destination.

Director General, ICC, Dr
Rajeev Singh, in his welcome
address, remarked that the pro-

gramme will discuss all areas of
convergence in the BIMSTEC
regions. He also highlighted the
Act East policy of India with NE
being given due importance.
He also said that Sikkim can
reap rich dividends with the re-
gions engagement with neigh-
bouring countries with greater
connectivity through roads, air
and waterways and the region
must now identity relevant ar-
eas of mutual cooperation.
Ambassador, M Shahidul
Islam, who is also the Secre-
tary General, BIMSTEC Sec-
retariat, while addressing
the function informed that

BIMSTEC, founded in 1997,
aims to develop connectivity
among the member coun-
tries through various areas of
mutual cooperation.

President, India-Bangla-
desh Chamber of Commerce
and Industry [IBCCI], M
Ahamad, held that regional
grouping seeks to link ecol-
ogy from Himalayas to Bay
of Bengal. He laid stress on
promotion of tourism and
exploration of ideas like Bud-
dhist Circuit for the BIMSTEC
countries where Sikkim can
be a part with its rich Bud-
dhist heritage.

The programme was also
addressed by Chairman, Act
East Council, ICC, Rajat Nag,
who said that people to peo-
ple contact is one of the chief
motives of BIMSTEC with
better connectivity of Sikkim
and the NE with neighbour-
ing countries.

The event also had the
release of Knowledge Report.

Joint Secretary [BIMSTEC
& SAARC], Ministry of External
Affairs, Government of India, Pi-
yush Srivastava, along with del-
egates from member countries,
officials and students were
present for the programme.
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Gangtok on
Wednesday,
25 Apr

Temp: 23°C /10°C
Forecast: Pleasant
with times of clouds
and sun with show-
er in the evening.
Sunrise: 05:02 AM
Sunset: 6:05 PM

Health Dept
cancels Savi
Health Science
pharma
company’s
license

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 24 APR:

fter M/s Pristine Life

Sciences pharma
company situated oppo-
site Bhanu Park, NH-10,
Singtam, East Sikkim,
faced closure, a second
pharma company in
Sikkim has been served
notice for immediate clo-
sure for allegedly violat-
ing air and water pollu-
tion while the company’s
license to operate was
also cancelled on 20 Apr,
last week.

The Health Depart-
ment has cancelled the li-
cense of M/s Savi Health

Science  Pharmaceuti-
cal company at Majitar,
Rangpo, East Sikkim,

stating that there is se-
rious non-compliance of
the provisions laid under
the schedule-M of the
Drugs & Cosmetics Rules
1945.

The Health Depart-
ment Secretary, in the clo-
sure order, has said, “You
are directed to discard
all the processed tablets,
capsules & sterile prod-
ucts as per Sikkim Pollu-
tion Control Board norms
with intimation to the of-
fice of the undersigned.”

During an inspection
by the State Pollution
Control Board officials
following High Court di-
rections found that the
said M/s Savi Health
Science Pharmaceuti-
cal Company at Majitar,
Rangpo had not followed
norms as prescribed and
had suspended their op-
eration since 10 Mar, last
month.

M/s Savi Pharmaceu-
tical company has two
units in Sikkim under
the name and banner
M/s Savi Health Science
and M/s Savi Health Care
both have been ordered
to suspend operations
for violating air and wa-
ter pollution norms.

The Heartfulness Way co- author calls on CM

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 24 APR:
Co-author of the best-

selling book, The
Heartfulness Way, Joshua
Pollock, called on Chief
Minister Pawan Cham-
ling today.

During the interac-
tion, the CM shared his
vision of the Organic
Mission in Sikkim and its
significant contribution
to human welfare. He
further underlined that
the Organic Philosophy
was based on principles
of peace and non-vio-
lence and that it should
extend to the purity of
thought and action with-
out limiting it to food
alone.

In this context, it
was suggested that Sik-
kim has the ideal envi-
ronment for a world- to
class wellness center

which include elements
of yoga and meditation

tourism. This interfaith

promote spiritual

center will attract both
domestic as well as in-
ternational seekers of
spirituality.

Institute and

Mr Pollock briefed
the CM about the activi-
ties of The Heartfulness
shared

with him the vision of
Kamlesh D Patel [fondly
known as “Daaji”] which
is in sync with vision of
the CM.

“Due to these com-
mon values, there is great
potential for a fruitful
partnership between the
Government of Sikkim
and the Heartfulness In-
stitute. Such a partner-
ship would be of great
benefit to the people of
Sikkim and the world,”
Mr Pollock added.

He gave a brief in-
troduction to the book
which contains a dia-
logue between a seeker
and his spiritual guide,
revealing the trans-
formative practices of
Heartfulness.

The Heartfulness
Way is available on Am-
azon.in and at all leading
local bookstores.

Minister AK Ghatani urges expediting
construction of Sowa Rigpa Centre

Gangtok, 24 Apr [IPR]:
Health Minister Arjun
Kumar Ghatani led an
inspection visit to the
ongoing  construction
of Sowa Rigpa Centre
at Namgyal Institute
of Tibetology [NIT]
complex in Deorali to-
day. He was accompa-
nied by the Commis-
sioner-cum-Secretary,
Health Department,
Vishal Chauhan, Direc-
tor-NIT, Tashi Densapa,
Additional Chief Engi-
neer, LD Lamtha, Divi-
sional Engineer, Sangey
Diki Bhutia, and other
officials.

The Minister visited
the ongoing construction
site of Academic Block,
staff quarters and hostel
block of the Sowa Rigpa
Centre. Further, he in-
structed the concerned
officials to expedite the
construction process

without
quality of the work as
envisioned by the Chief

compromising  Minister.

The Minister and the
Secretary also interacted

with the students who
have been attending an
orientation programme

on Sowa Rigpa/ Amji
[Tibetan  Science  of
Healing].

|

Joshua Pollock
and NCW Chairperson
call on Governor

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 24 APR:
Author of the inter-

national  bestseller
The Heartfulness Way
and motivational speak-
er, Joshua Pollock, called
on Governor Shriniwas
Patil at Raj Bhavan today.
Mr Pollock is in Sikkim to
interact with the enthusi-
asts of ‘Heartfulness’, an
easy way of meditation
propagated by Heartful-
ness Guru, Kamlesh D
Patel. He also presented
a copy of the book to the
Governor during a brief
meeting, a press commu-
niqué received from Raj
Bhavan informs.

The Governor ex-
pressed his pleasure on
meeting him and en-
quired about the mis-
sion of Heartfulness. He
showed his keenness of
having a centre in Sikkim
which will attract both
tourists and meditation
enthusiasts alike, bene-
fitting the State. He also
urged the author and the
mission to collaborate
with meditation enthusi-
asts in Sikkim and author-
ities which can contribute
to the overall happiness
of Sikkimese people.

Mr Pollock gave a
brief insight into the ac-
tivities of Heartfulness
in India and abroad and
also outlined how it is

transforming the lives of
people the world over.

Later in the evening
today, Chairperson of
National Commission of
Women, Rekha Sharma,
also called on the Gov-
ernor at Raj Bhavan. It
was a courtesy call by the
NCW Chairperson who
is on a three-day visit to
Sikkim. She was accom-
panied by Member, NCW,
Alok Rawat, and Senior
Coordinator, M Lilabati.

During a brief in-
teraction, the Governor
gave a brief insight into
the history of Sikkim
and Raj Bhavan. He also
urged the Chairperson to
make efforts to sensitize
and train the police fra-
ternity in the country to
deal with issues related
to women.

Ms Sharma was all
praise about Sikkim as
the safest and wom-
en friendly State in the
country. She also lauded
the people and the gov-
ernment for consistent-
ly working towards the
empowerment of women
folk and hailed Sikkimese
women as one of the
most empowered in the
country. She also stated
that the country should
learn from Sikkim as far
as the issues of safety of
women and empower-
ment is concerned.
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ENDRA KARKI MEMORIAL IN

Ganesh Limboo’s hattrick powers
Apex FC over United Kurseong FC

SR L

—

SAGAR CHETTRI
GANGTOK, 24 APR:

hattrick by Ganesh Limboo

helped Apex Football Club
of Kalimpong reach the semi-fi-
nal round of the ongoing 2nd
Mahendra Karki Memorial In-
vitational Football Tournament
2018 here at Paljor Stadium. In
a contesting quarter-final match
played today, Apex FC outplayed
United Kurseong Football Club
03-01.

Interestingly, this is the sec-
ond consecutive hattrick for

Ganesh in this tournament. He
scored his first hattrick to regis-
ter a 3-2 victory against Siniol-
chu Football Club, Namchi.

The match, however, began
in favour of the Kurseong team
when Prayash Pradhan snatched
the lead for United Kurseong in
the 15th minute. This lead was
short-lived, as within two min-
utes, Ganesh Limboo slammed
home the equaliser for Apex FC
in the 17th minute.

Both the teams got some
good opportunities to take the

lead but missed the net and the
first half ended with the score
level at 1-1.

The second half was full of
attacks and counter-attacks
but both the team foiled many
chances until Ganesh completed
his hattrick in the 80th and 85th
minute to secure a commanding
3-1 victory for his team.

Sikkim Police has already
reached the semifinals of the
tournament by defeating the
defending champions, Sikkim
Aakraman Football Club, in the

first quarter-final match. Now,
Apex FC will take on Sikkim Po-
lice on 27 Apr.

On 25 Apr, the third quar-
ter-final match will be played be-
tween the State Sports Academy
and United Brothers, Kalimpong.

Due to regular thunderstorms
in the evening hours, the organ-
isers have announced that the fi-
nal match of the tournament will
be played in the afternoon and
not under floodlights as previous-
ly scheduled. The final match is
scheduled for 30 Apr.

o
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KMEWS Kitam organizes
career counseling for
school students

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 24 APR:
Kitam Manpur Em-

ployees Welfare So-
ciety [KMEWS] of Kitam,
South Sikkim, in collab-
oration with Gram Pan-
chayat of Kitam Manpur
GPU organized a daylong
career counseling pro-
gramme for the students
of classes X, XI and XII
of Kitam Senior Second-
ary School today at the
school auditorium hall
in Kitam, a press release
informs.

Deputy Director,
Human Resource De-
velopment Department
[South], DB Subba, at-

tended the event as re-
source person. Speaking
on the topic “Motivation-
al Talks on Career”, he en-
couraged the students be
more skillful in any field
of their choice. He also
addressed various is-
sues of the students and
stressed on the impor-
tance of mental and emo-
tional exercises and per-
sonality development.

Panchayat presi-
dent, Savitri Chettri, in
her address, urged the
students to follow the
guidelines presented by
the resource person and
assured to extend all pos-
sible support.

SummitTimes, call
03592-208698
9734152541
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Planning Well Means
Preparingfor the Worst

Not everything can be left to fate because
history carries enough lessons

An evening of torrential downpour over the week-
end scoured the roads, leaving the pock-marked
with potholes and sinks. Driving anywhere in and
around Gangtok on Saturday night was fraught with
risks with roads in some of the outlying areas even
cut-off for the night. It did rain heavy that night, but it
was not the rain’s fault that roads took such a batter-
ing - what was reinforced was the failure of the cap-
ital’s drainage system (if at all it can be called that).
These are technically not even the nor'westers yet
and are still erratic westerly disturbances, but even if
these carry such potential for damage, one shudders
to think what June and July have in store. It is never too
late to start learning, and it is even more apt when the
worries of manmade disasters are discussed on the
eve of the anniversary of what is probably the worst
catastrophe of development. On that note, let us try
and learn from the past in a distant land.

On 26 April in 1986, the world’s worst nuclear fall-
out took place at Chernobyl in what was still USSR. It
was not a nuclear bomb that released radiation sever-
al times higher than the atom bombs detonated over
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, but a peaceful nuclear pow-
er plant. Most people have forgotten Chernobyl and
to jog memories a bit it is worth recording that Cher-
nobyl had state of the art [even by present standards]
safety mechanisms in place. The whole incident was a
horrific accident; an experiment that went wrong with
no mala fide intent. An area extending 30 KMs on all
sides of the reactor remains heavily poisoned, with of-
ficials estimating that it would not be safe for human
life again for another 20,000 years. On an aside, tour-
ists though can make quick daytrips to the area which
is also seeing some civil works to further contain the
ground zero.

The reason remembering Chernobyl makes sense
in Sikkim is because the State too is on a heightened
development mode, a condition made risky by the
short-cut engineering and still dodgy civil works. The
lesson to be learnt from Chernobyl is not that things
“go wrong,” rather, it is that things “could always go
wrong.” We learn from the past, and not always our
own, not to abandon ideas, but to avoid the mistakes.
Sikkim has identified hydel as one of its thrust sec-
tors for the economy. No one can fault this attention
since better lettered experts have zeroed in on this
option. What the State needs to ensure is that all
worst-case-scenarios are identified and back-up plans
worked-in in advance. This process has to be frank
and open and every fear, no matter how far-fetched it
sounds, addressed and prepared for. It is still not too
late to commission a study on post-hydel project situ-
ations [studying especially the already commissioned
projects]. This study could delve into how the affected
people adjusted to new lifestyles, how they managed
their compensation Kkitties, how the projects affected
the socio-cultural environment, what kind of unex-
pected fallouts came about etc. And it could also proj-
ect the potential catastrophes that these manmade
interventions can wreck. We get a sense of this aspect
being addressed from the several NDRF disaster drills
being undertaken at settlements along rivers which
have hydel projects upstream. While these drills are
welcome, one wonders if there is any science being
deployed to the scale of manmade disasters being pre-
pared for.

Here, one would also like t reiterate that if the
hydel lobby was so worried with the risks posed by the
Mantam lake to projects downstream, how is it that
the dams, which hold back much more water, are not
flagged for the risks they pose. Again, not necessarily
because of faulty design, but because of scenarios they
are not adequately prepped for like a mega-quake of a
massive landslide into the reservoir itself.

Agreed, our country does not believe in such prepa-
rations, but that does not mean that Sikkim should
not? The area of study is still very manageable and
even a small team of dedicated scholars [it has to be
scholars, not bureaucrats or ex-hydel sector employ-
ees] can carry out such a study and the findings could
end up ensuring that development happens at mini-
mal human cost in Sikkim, and the State continues to
show the nation how things should be done.

It is time that Sikkim realized that uninformed
decisions and not preparing for the worst leaves ev-
eryone vulnerable. Take Gangtok’s example, it was al-
lowed to urbanise in a free for all, and now, everything
from fighting fires to fleeing earthquakes to avoiding
landslides and repairing roads presents a logistical
nightmare. Had the planners planned at least with
the obvious threats in mind, Gangtokians would not
find themselves in a situation where all they can do is
build and pray. All developmental works for the future
should rely more on planning and not just the grace of
guardian deities.

How autocrats rig elections to stay
in power - and get away w1th it

NIC CHEESEMAN & BRIAN KLAAS
theconversation.com

fa government wants to be considered a respect-

able democracy on the world stage, it must pass
a litmus test: holding multi-party elections. But
while more elections are being held around the
world than ever before, the average quality of de-
mocracy around the world has fallen for the last
ten years. The reason is that authoritarian leaders
have learned how to rig elections.

When we started researching this phenome-
non, we expected to find the elections these lead-
ers held were vulnerable to manipulation. Looking
into flawed elections in countries such as Belarus,
Kenya, Thailand, Uganda, Tunisia, and Zimbabwe,
we've come across all kinds of rigging strategies,
from excluding opposition candidates from the bal-
lot to getting the dead to vote.

But what we show in our new book, How to Rig
an Election, is much more startling. Elections aren’t
just failing to remove unpopular autocrats from
power; they can actually make it easier for dicta-
tors to maintain political control. In other words,
authoritarian regimes that hold elections are more
stable than those that don’t.

When confronted with the possibility of
multi-party elections, authoritarian leaders typi-
cally fight against it tooth and nail. Many only re-
lent when they are forced to do so by the weight
of domestic opposition or an international ultima-
tum. But once elections get underway, it's easier
for these leaders to rig them and see them through
than it is not to hold them at all.

Elections can make autocrats’ lives easier in
several ways. When personal dictatorships and
one-party states get into political difficulties, they
risk uniting different opposition groups into broad
pro-reform coalitions; after all, people find it eas-
ier to unite against a common enemy. But once a
dictator allows multi-party elections, it becomes
relatively easy to divide and rule, manipulating
personal, ethnic or religious tensions to split and
weaken the opposition.

Equally, autocrats who refuse to hold elections
often find it difficult to access the funding they
need to sustain their regimes, especially if Western
governments punish human rights abuses by turn-
ing off the aid tap. But once elections are held, the
tap is usually turned back on - even if the elections
aren’t exactly high-quality.

Authoritarian rulers can also use elections to
“crack the whip” within their own parties, put-
ting ambitious potential rivals in their place. Cam-
paigns are also useful devices for mobilising party
activists and leaders, helping to renew stale elites
and staving off political decay. Without a cause to
rally around every few years, autocrats’ vital politi-
cal bases are susceptible to atrophy.

And fortunately for these sorts of leaders, elec-
tions are disappointingly easy to rig.

STITCHED UP
In the course of our research, we found that be-
tween 2012 and 2016, more than two-thirds of
elections in Africa and almost half of all elections
in Asia and post-Soviet Europe featured significant
vote-buying. Worse still, more than a third of elec-

tions in all of these regions saw state violence tar-
geting opposition parties and their supporters.

Despite this, elections are rarely condemned by
international monitors - in part because rigging is be-
coming harder and harder to detect. Whenever mon-
itors come up with new strategies to detect tried and
true rigging tactics, dictators and despots innovate.

Authoritarian leaders do sometimes lose elec-
tions. In Gambia in 2016, when President Yahya
Jammeh lost to opposition leader Adama Barrow
after 22 years in power, it kickstarted a process of
international pressure and negotiation that ended
with his peaceful deposition and exile. But this re-
mains the exception, not the rule.

As a result, governments that hold elections in
an authoritarian context are actually more likely to
survive from one year to another than authoritari-
an regimes that refuse to. This is something that we
should care about whether we think that promot-
ing democracy is a good thing or not, because poor
quality polls do far more harm than just keeping
bad leaders in power.

WHY ELECTIONS MATTER
In many of the world’s new democracies, elections
are such high-stakes events that rigging them can
lead to political violence and harm national identity.

The exclusion of candidates of a certain eth-
nicity or religion may alienate entire communities
from the political system, paving the way for civil
conflict, as in Cote d’Ivoire. And clear evidence of
ballot box stuffing may trigger opposition clashes
with the security forces, as in Kenya, whose flawed
2007 election led to more than 1,000 deaths.

At the same time, desperation to win power
may encourage candidates to use violence as a
means to keep rivals away from the polls, as in Ka-
zakhstan, where the opposition alleged that one of
its leaders, Zamanbek Nurkadilov, was assassinat-
ed by the government to prevent him from contest-
ing elections in 2005.

Crucially, it's not just national elections that

can put a strain on peace and stability. In Brazil, 22
people were murdered in the run up to the local
government elections of 2002, leading 410 towns
to request additional security from the police.

With such harrowing stakes, what can be done
to defend democracy?

DEFENDING DEMOCRACY

There are many important organisations around
the world trying to promote democracy and ensure
better quality elections, but all too often they lack
the international backing that they need to have
an effect. This is because international support for
high quality democracy and free and fair elections
is on the wane.

For one thing, authoritarian states like China and
Russia are becoming bigger players in international
politics, and they certainly don’t exert pressure on
governments that fail to hold high quality elections.
And for another, the election of Donald Trump in the
US has called into question the willingness of the
world’s most powerful nation to defend democracy
either at home or abroad. Trump’s open embrace of
authoritarian strongmen from Turkey to Egypt to
the Philippines sends a reassuring signal to would-
be despots in the rest of the world who might once
have feared American sanction.

As aresult, instead of defending democracy, re-
cent international developments have made it easi-
er torig elections. This trend threatens to erode the
credibility of the election as an institution; worse
still, it might undermine global public support for
democracy itself.

But while there are many ways to rig an elec-
tion, there are also many ways to save democracy.
Right now, the despots are winning the battle - but
if the world rallies behind it, democracy may yet
win the war.

[Nic Cheeseman is Professor of Democracy,
University of Birmingham; Brian Klaas is
LSE Fellow in Comparative Politics, London
School of Economics and Political Science]

How images change our race bias

www.summittimes.com

S. BRENT RODRIGUEZ-PLATE
theconversation.com
mages are not static. They grab our
attention, incite desire, alter our
relations to others, and tweak our
beliefs, as they usher us into new
worlds.

When “Black Panther” was re-
leased, Baye McNeil, a former Brook-
lynite now living in Japan, was
thrilled. As he told The Japan Times,
he joined “a group of palpably posi-
tive brothers and sisters” at a Tokyo
theater. Collectively they were trans-
ported to the land of Wakanda. As
an exile in Japan and a black man in
a country with very few people of
African descent, he and his friends
entered, as he described, “a bountiful
realm of invigorating messages and
restorative images” that provided
him with a sense of connection and
belonging.

Baye McNeil was not alone. Back
in the U.S., the writer Carvell Wallace
explained how the movie’s fictional
nation of Wakanda operated in very
real ways to provide a world that Af-
rican-Americans could aspire to, both
as a place rooted in the past, as well
as the future. Whether it’s a block-
buster movie or 2-year-old Parker
Curry looking up at Amy Sherald’s
portrait of Michelle Obama, the imag-
es we all see matter.

Seeing is not just believing. See-
ing changes what we believe, about
ourselves and about other people, in-
cluding constructions of race.

LEARNING TO SEE

In his essay, “To See and Not See,” the
late writer and neurologist Oliver Sacks
describes how seeing is not as easy as
lifting our eyelids. Instead, as he said,
“When we open our eyes each morn-
ing, it is upon a world we have spent
a lifetime learning to see. We are not
given the world: we make our world
through incessant experience, catego-
rization, memory, reconnection.”

In other words, to have vision is
one thing; to see is another.

My research investigates how
we learn to see. I'm interested in the
ways people use images, but equal-
ly interested in the ways images use
people and change their perception.

We begin to imagine other people
and how they appear, before we shake
their hands, and well before any rela-
tionship might occur. We create men-
tal models of others based on our past
experiences, and these models influ-
ence any new encounters, whether we
are conscious of them or not.

Cognitive  psychologist Jeffrey
Zacks, in his book “Flicker: Your Brain
on Movies,” offers this fascinating
idea that can be either disturbing or
offer positive feelings:

“Whether we experience events
in real life, watch them in a movie, or
hear about them in a story, we build
perceptual and memory representa-
tions in the same format.”

Indeed, studies in cognitive sci-
ences show that our neural system
does not easily differentiate between
images we see on screen and imag-
es we see in “real life” Baye McNeil

and Carvell Wallace were under no
illusion that Wakanda was not a real
place, but the power of images is
such that people can feel things in
the world of cinema. Those feelings
can transfer back into life outside the
theater.

CHANGE OUR IMAGES,

CHANGE OUR SEEING
It is precisely because our ability
to see is largely learned and heavily
influenced by media images, that we
can also relearn how to see. A num-
ber of studies in cognitive sciences in
recent years have shown how people
can, for example, reduce racial biases
through practices of seeing.

Psychologists have long docu-
mented the “own-race bias,” also
known as “other-race effect,” the in-
ability of humans to recognize and
distinguish faces of people from races
other than their own.

Indeed, studies have shown that
already by nine months, infants
demonstrate such perceptual nar-
rowing. This occurs because babies in
their first year are exposed primarily
to close family members who tend to
be of the same ethnic and racial back-
ground. For evolutionary reasons,
this narrowing allows for quicker
processing of relevant sensations by
eliminating other competing neural
processes. Our ancestors needed to
distinguish their own kin more than
they needed to recognize people from
other places.

Today, a number of researchers
are exploring the reversibility of the

own-race bias, pointing out again the
plasticity of our neural system.

One research group used bodily
illusions, such as setting white peo-
ple in front of a computer screen that
generates an image of that person, but
makes light-skinned people appear
darker-skinned. When tested later for
racial biases, the biases diminished.

Another group used picture books
to forestall the emergence of own race
biases by showing images of Chinese
people’s faces to Caucasian infants.
After seeing more images of people
from another race, the infants could
continue to distinguish the other race
faces better than a control group.

Still another study used clips from
the movie “The Joy Luck Club,” asking
a group of white Americans to put
themselves in the place of the main
Chinese-American character;, June.
Subsequent tests found a reduction
in implicit prejudice toward “out-
groups” in general.

REPRESENTATION MATTERS
Because images matter;, the types of
images we see matter even more. Flat,
two-dimensional images change our
perception in the world beyond the
movie theater, outside the picture books.

Of course, we can’t hook up a gen-
eral population to computers and vir-
tual reality environments that change
our racial appearance or set up con-
trol environments for our children
to have such experiences. But we can
choose the images we see on a regu-
lar basis.
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Meeting on
fresh dates
for WB

rural polls

inconclusive

KOLKATA, APR 24 (PTI):
The hour-long meeting of
the State Election Com-
mission (SEC) with the
officials of the West Ben-
gal panchayat depart-
ment held today to the
decide on the fresh dates
for the rural polls in the
state remained inconclu-
sive, official sources said.

The meeting will be
again held tomorrow,
they said.

The panchayat polls
were earlier scheduled to
be held on May 1, 3 and
5. However, after the Cal-
cutta High Court order,
the SEC had announced
April 23 as the extended
date for filing of nomi-
nations for the three-tier
rural election.

Scrutiny of the nom-
inations received on the
day will be held on April
25 and the last date for
withdrawal of candida-
ture is April 28, the SEC
had said.

A senior official said,
“Tomorrow again there
will be a meeting and af-
ter that dates might be
announced.”

According to sources,
the meeting is likely to be
held tomorrow after 12
noon.

The state Congress
leadership staged a pro-
test rally outside the
SEC office during the day
for its alleged failure to
conduct the nomination
process in a free and fair
manner. Several Con-
gress activists were de-
tained by the police after
they tried to break the
police barricade outside
the state election com-
mission office.

NCW Chairperson calls on CM, applauds
Sikkim'’s achievements

GANGTOK, 24 ApPR [IPR]:
Chairperson of National Com-
mission for Women [NCW],
Rekha Sharma, called on
Chief Minister Pawan Cham-
ling at his official residence in
Mintokgang this evening.

Ms Sharma was accompa-
nied by Member, NCW, Alok
Rawat, NCW Coordinator, Lila-
bati, and Chairperson, Sikkim
State Commission for Women
[SSCW], Rehna Rai.

The NCW Chairperson
congratulated the CM for his
long tenure as the Chief Min-
ister of Sikkim and commend-
ed the achievements made by
Sikkim under his leadership.
She shared her observations
about the emphasis being laid
on women’s empowerment

programmes and for the equal

praised the Organic Mission

should replicate the unique

Mr Chamling stated that
women enjoy political and so-
cial freedom in the State and
are empowered to take up any
task. He informed that Sikkim
passed the Succession Act way
back in 2008 which reserves
for women the right and priv-
ilege to inherit property. He
also shared some of the envi-
ronment-friendly initiatives of
the state government.

He thanked the Chairper-
son and the visiting delegates
for visiting Sikkim and for
choosing the State for hosting
the NE level conference.

Ms Sharma thanked the CM
for the hospitality and warm
welcome and reiterated that
the Centre will continue to ex-
tend all possible support to the

in the State through various
women-friendly schemes and

of the State and added that

status enjoyed by women at
par with men. She further

other States in the North East

practices and successful mod-
els of Sikkim.

State to sustain the high stan-
dards of development it has set.
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Doklam happened due to lack
of mutual trust: China

BEIJING, APR 24 (PTI):
The Doklam standoff
happened due to “lack of
mutual trust” between
India and China, and they
need to work together to
create favourable condi-
tions and gradually set-
tle the boundary issue,
a top Chinese diplomat
said today, ahead of this
week’s informal summit
between Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping.

Indian and Chinese
troops had been locked
in a stand-off for over
two months last year in
the Doklam area near
Sikkim before “disen-
gaging” on August 28.
The area of the standoff
is also claimed by Bhu-
tan."The boundary inci-
dent that happened (at
Doklam) last year some-
way reflected lack of mu-
tual trust between the
two countries,” Vice For-
eign Minister Kong Xuan-
you told the media when
asked about the Doklam
standoff.

Asked whether the
Doklam standoff and the
boundary issue will fig-
ure in the talks between
Prime Minister Modi and
President Xi, Kong said

L -
the two leaders decided to
hold informal summit “be-
cause both the countries
attach great importance
to each other in external
strategy, not because of
the boundary question
that still remained unre-
solved, that we need to
talk about it during the in-
formal summit”.

India-China  bound-
ary dispute spans to
3,488-km along the Line
of Actual Control (LAC).
Both sides have held 20
rounds of talks between
the Special Representa-
tives to resolve it.

“Of  course, the
boundary question is
important. Both sides

need to work together to
create favourable condi-
tions and gradually settle
it. Proper settlement of
boundary question will
help deepen coopera-
tion and deepen mutual
understanding and trust
between the two coun-
tries,” Kong said.

He said both China
and India needs to even
make greater efforts to
deepen their mutual
trust.

“At the informal sum-
mit, the two leaders will
have heart-to-heart dis-
cussions on the issues of
overarching, long-term
and strategic importance
to bilateral relations. In

terms of some specific
differences or sensitive
issues, the two sides will
stay in touch with each
other through relevant
channels. In the process
of deepening mutual
trust, they will gradually
find a way to try to settle
them,” he said.

LD Kazi Intér-school Gold
Cup Football Tournament

WANGCHUK BHUTIA
MANGAN, 24 APR:
In the girls’ semi fi-
nal of the LD Kazi In-
ter-school Gold Cup Foot-
ball Tournament 2018
played today at Namprik-
dang ground in Dzongu,
Passingdang SS defeated
Tingvong SS by 2-0 goals.
Passingdang SS boys de-
feated Tingvong SS 1-0 in
the boys’ semi final.

The final match for
the boys’ category was
conducted today where-
in Hee-Gyathang SS boys
defeated  Passingdang

boys 2-0.

The programme, or-
ganised under the aegis
of Department of Sports
& Youth Affairs, was at-
tended by Sub Divisional
Magistrate, Dzongu, TD
Bhutia, as chief guest ac-
companied by Deputy Di-
rector, SYA [North], Janim
Lepcha, Additional Direc-
tor, SYA, Dathup Lepcha,
Panchayats and the gen-
eral public.

The final match for
the girls’ category is
scheduled to be held on
25 Apr.

Sikkim-BJP
welcomes

Union
Minister
Giriraj Singh
at Singtam

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 24 APR:

haratiya Janata Par-

ty’s Sikkim nit, led by
its president, DB Chau-
han, welcomed Minister
of State [Independent
Charge] for Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprises,
Giriraj Singh, at its party
office in Singtam today.
The state-unit has sub-
mitted two memoran-
dums to the Union Min-
ister on various issues
being faced by the people
here. During the interac-
tion, the party workers
also placed various griev-
ances and issues of the
State, a BJP press release
informs.

HAVE A
STORYTO

email
news @ summittimes.com

Arunachal Cong demands complete
withdrawal of AFSPA

ITANAGAR, APR 24 (PTI): The Cen-
tre’s decision to withdraw AFSPA
from parts of Arunachal Pradesh
has evoked divergent views from
political parties in the state, with
the ruling BJP being cautious and
the Congress demanding the total
withdrawal of the “draconian law”.

State Congress president Takam
Sanjoy said the Armed Forces (Spe-
cial Powers) Act, which empowers

security forces to conduct operations
and arrest individuals without prior
notice, is “not relevant” in a peaceful
state like Arunachal Pradesh.

“When the Centre can lift the
Act from Meghalaya, why not in
Arunachal Pradesh? There are no
records of terrorist activities in the
state over the past several years.
There are other laws to deal with
such activities and AFSPA would only

jeopardise public peace,” he claimed.

The Home Ministry has “arbi-
trarily extended” the provisions
of the Act at a time when the
Naga rebel groups are engaged in
peace talks, he alleged. The Cen-
tre withdrew AFSPA from the en-
tire state of Meghalaya and parts
of Arunachal Pradesh, with effect
from March 31, a home ministry
official informed yesterday.

How images change our race bias...

contd from pg04

sumptions of our culture

tion matters. ..

. Only by

book, and it would be

And that is why cri-
tiques such as #Oscars-
SoWhite matter so much.
It’s not only that it would
be more equitable to
have more actors of col-
or on the big screen, it's
that having more actors
of color might actually
change the racist pre-

at large.

Readers might recall
Jessica Curry, the mother
of the red-coated Park-
er Curry whose image is
now firmly in the public
eye as she stares at a por-
trait of Michelle Obama.
As she wrote for The New
York Times, “Representa-

being exposed to brilliant,
intelligent, kind black
women can my girls and
other girls of color real-
ly understand that their
goals and dreams are
within reach.”

The creation of a less
racist social system does
not have a simple guide-

naive to suggest that if
we all started looking at
better images, the world
would be a better place.
But then again, in its own
small way, it might.
[the writer is Visit-
ing Associate Professor
of Religious Studies,
Hamilton College]

Kutshe Shegu

The 49th day Kutshe Shegu of Late Norbu Tshering Lepcha who left for his heavenly abode on 15 March
2018 falls 02 May 2018. All friends, well-wishers and relatives are requested to join us in offering prayer
for the departed soul at our residence, Chamkong Lee (Ruvong, Hee-Gyathang, Dzongu, North Sikkim. We
would also like to extend our gratitude to all those who stood by us during our time of bereavement and
regret our inability to thank them individually.
PEMTU TSH LEPCHA (ELDEST SON) 9734365676, SONGMIT LEPCHA (ELDEST
DAUGHTER) 9593822460, DR. SONAM RINCHEN LEPCHA (YOUNGER BROTH-

ER) 9647884804, DATHUP LEPCHA (YOUNGER BROTHER) 7407015920
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After howlers,
umpires told
to be more
vigilant

NEw DELHI, APR 24
(PTI): Taking strong
exception to a few um-
piring howlers in the
ongoing IPL, the league’s
chairman Rajiv Shukla is
learnt to have told match
referees to speak to um-
pires about staying more
vigilant during matches.

“These things do hap-
pen sometimes but still
the IPL chairman has
spoken to match referees
and asked them to speak
to the umpires,” a source
close to Shukla said on
the sidelines of the match
between Kings XI Punjab
and Delhi Daredevils
here last night.

The match between
Rajasthan Royals and
Sunrisers Hyderabad
saw a seven-ball over
two weeks ago.

There was a clear no
ball bowled during the
game between Sunrisers
Hyderabad and Chennai
Super Kings on Sunday,
but it escaped the um-
pire’s attention.

To minimise errors,
the umpires have appar-
ently been advised to
take the help of technol-
ogy, if needed.

Another official in-
volved with the Indian
Premier League said no-
body is “infallible”.

Argentine
Biglia's
World Cupin
tdoubt after
hack injury

MILAN, APR 24 (AFP):
AC Milan midfielder Lu-
cas Biglia could miss the
World Cup this summer
with  Argentina  after
suffering a severe back
injury during the Italian
club’s defeat to Beneven-
to at the weekend.

The 32-year-old was
forced off the pitch after
72 minutes in Milan’s
shock defeat to 10-man
Benevento and the club
confirmed Biglia has
fractured two vertebrae
in his back.

“AC Milan inform that
Lucas Biglia reported a
severe lumbar trauma
due to an injury during
Saturday’s match against
Benevento,” the club said
in a statement.

“The player has un-
dergone medical exam-
inations that highlighted
a fracture of the trans-
verse processes of the
first two lumbar verte-
brae.

A detailed prognosis
will be issued in the com-
ing days upon comple-
tion of all medical tests.”

The former Ander-
lecht midfielder moved
to the San Siro this sea-
son on a 17-million-euro
deal after four years with
Serie A rivals Lazio.

RCB-CSK torenewrivalry at Chinnaswamy

BAPU NARAYANKAR

BENGALURU, APRIL 24 (PTI): Royal
Challengers Bangalore and Chennai
Super Kings will renew their in-
tense rivalry after two years when
they face-off in the Indian Premier
League here tomorrow.

With CSK not playing in the pre-
vious two seasons, fans on either
side were robbed of IPL's most cele-
brated rivalry.

Though Mahendra Singh Dho-
ni-led CSK lead RCB 13-7 in the over-
all head-to-head record, both teams
have won three games each out of
the seven played at the high-scor-
ing Chinnaswamy Stadium with one
producing a no-result.

Dhoni’s men have been much
better than RCB in their come-
back season, winning four out of
the five games they have played
so far. The Virat Kohli-captained
RCB have won two out of their five
matches and would be eager to
maintain momentum after the win
against Delhi Daredevils at home
last week.

Good news for the hosts is that
AB de Villiers is in devastating form,
which he exhibited in the last match
when he enthralled his fans with a

whirlwind unbeaten 39-ball 90 to
power his team to a convincing win
over Daredevils.

He produced a vintage innings
and single-handedly chased down
the 175-run target with two overs to
spare to bring RCB’s campaign back
on track.

Kohli’s quickfire 57 and unbeat-

»

en 92 against Rajasthan Royals and
Mumbai Indians respectively also
has boosted RCB’s confidence.

The pair of Kohli and de Villiers
has scored 2,361 runs in the IPL,
next only to Chris Gayle-Kohli who
have amassed 2,787 runs. Shikhar
Dhawan-David Warner combine are
placed third with 2357 runs.

A HUAWEI
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Quinton de Kock, who has scored
112 runs so far, would like to get a
big knock under his belt as also Man-
an Vohra who scored just one in the
last match.

For CSK, Watson has been in
great nick as he smashed 106 runs in
57 balls against Royals and is among
the top run-getters and wicket-tak-

ers for his team.

Also Ambati Rayudu would like
to continue with his good perfor-
mance as he has been the highest
individual run-getter (201) for his
side in five matches with 79 being
the best knock.

Suresh Raina (118 runs so far),
who is an important member in
CSK’s batting line-up, will be expect-
ed to score big runs again. Also keen
to perform will be Dhoni (139) and
Dwayne Bravo (104).

Against a power-packed CSK
batting, RCB must tighten-up their
bowling having conceded 200 plus
runs twice at home.

The spin duo of Yuzuvendra Cha-
hal and Washington Sundar, who
have taken 5 and 4 wickets each, re-
spectively, would be itching to put up
a better show tomorrow, given the
well-documented fact that CSK are
struggling against spin this season.
They have lost 10 wickets to them
and only managed to score at 7.70
runs per over.

RCB all-rounder Chris Woakes
has been outstanding so far, picking
up 8 wickets. Umesh Yadav also been
equally good with eight wickets in
his kitty.

Five Indian boxers enter Asian Youth

BANGKOK, APR 23 (PTI):
Five Indian women box-
ers assured themselves
of medals, two of them
also inching closer to
qualifying for this year’s
Youth Olympic Games in
Argentina, after advanc-
ing to the semifinals of
the Asian Championships

here today.
Anamika (51kg) and
Astha Pahwa (75kg)

were assured of medals
and remained in the hunt
for booking a berth to the
Argentine capital of Bue-
nos Aires.

For women, four
weight  categories -
51kg, 57kg, 75kg and
60kg -- will feature at the
Games and from the on-
going event, the top-four
will make the cut.

While Anamika de-
feated Mongolia’s Mun-
gunsaran Balsan, Astha
Pahwa got the better of
China’s Xiyue Wang. Both
the boxers won in unani-
mous verdicts.

However, world
championships
gold-medallist ~ Sakshi
Choudhary (57kg) and

Championship semis

Jony (60kg) bowed out
of medal and Olympic
berth contention. Sakshi
was beaten by Thailand’s
Panpatchara Somnuek,
while Jony lost 2-3 to Ka-
zakhstan’s Mariya Glad-
kova.

In other weight cat-
egories, Lalita (69kg)
defeated Vietnam’s Thi
Giang Tran, while Divya
Pawar (54kg) sailed past
China’s Xueging Cao.

Also advancing to
the semifinals were Nitu
Ghanghas (48kg), who
defeated China’s Zhifei

Hu.

The ongoing tourna-
ment also features male
boxers in nine weight
categories. The top four
will qualify for the Youth
Olympics.

Each country is en-
titled to a maximum of
two women and three
men qualifiers and if it
ends up achieving more
than that, the nation in
question will have to pick
among the qualifiers.

The Youth Olympics
are scheduled from Octo-
ber 6 to 18 later this year.

Need one win to set ball

rolling,

says disappointed Plunkett

NEw DELHI, APR 24
(PTI): Down but not out.
That's what pacer Liam
Plunkett tried to convey
while summing up the
mood in the Delhi Dare-
devils camp after suffer-
ing yet another loss in the
Indian Premier League.

Delhi Daredevils
came agonisingly close
to breaking their run of
reverses, only to lose
by four runs to Kings XI
Punjab at the Ferozeshah
Kotla last night.

“It was really disap-
pointing to lose such a
close game. I think we
should have won this
match. It is really frus-
trating for all of us)
Plunkett said at the post-
match press conference.

“It was a match we
could have won... We are
really disappointed.”

Having lost five out

of their six matches, bot-
tom-placed  Daredevils
host Kolkata Knight Rid-
ers on Friday.

“We will still believe

in ourselves and we
know we can win. It is a
matter of one win to set
the ball rolling. I think
we can do it in our next
match,” said Plunkett.
Drafted in for the in-
jured Khagiso Rabada,
the Englishman made
instant impression on

his IPL debut, returning
with impressive figures
of 3/17 in four overs.

“It was a great feel-
ing to finally get a game
in the IPL. I wanted to
perform well for the side
and I am extremely hap-
py that I was able to take
crucial wickets on my
debut in the competition,
he said.

From the beginning,
we knew that the wick-
et will assist bowlers
and this was really sim-
ilar to the turf I played
on during the 2016 ICC
World T20. I played three
games for England at this
venue and that experi-
ence helped me in get-
ting accustomed to the
situation,” said Plunkett.

Kings XI Punjab’s An-
drew Tye was relieved
after the team managed
to prevail in a game that

went down to the last
ball. “Defending a low to-
tal is not always easy but
we bowled tightly to win
the game,” the Australian
pacer said.

Tye said it was a con-
scious decision to have
young off-spinner Mu-
jeeb ur Rahman bowl the
last over from which Del-
hineeded 17 for a win.

“The way (Shreyas)
Iyer and (Rahul) Te-
watia were batting, we
needed to break the
partnership.

“So, I bowled the 18th
over and our young spin-
ner bowled the final over.
Shreyas was the man,
who could have done the
job, especially the way he
was batting. But we man-
aged to get him out and
luckily, Mujeeb did the job
for us,” Tye, who picked
up two wickets, added.

FIFA subjects 2026
Morocco World Gup bid
to fresh scrutiny

GENEVA, APR 24 (AP): Morocco’s
World Cup bid is facing fresh scrutiny
this week with the arrival of another
delegation from FIFA after an initial
task force found deficiencies in the pro-
posals for the 2026 tournament.

In a downbeat conclusion to the vis-
it by the inspectors last week, Moroc-
co’s bid leader acknowledged it had to
improve the quality of the submission
made to FIFA in March because inad-
equacies were identified by football’'s
governing body.

The previously unplanned second
inspection of Morocco is an indication
of the more rigorous process intro-
duced by FIFA following criticism in
2010 that World Cups were awarded
to the riskiest nations in 2018 (Russia)
and 2022 (Qatar).

There will also be closer scrutiny of
human rights of the bidders before the
vote on June 13 when Morocco is cur-
rently due to be taking on a joint chal-
lenge from the United States, Canada
and Mexico.

The Associated Press revealed last
week Morocco did not declare its an-
ti-LGBT law to FIFA in the human rights
risk assessment included in the bid
book. The documents - along with the
North American submission - will now
be scrutinized for any gaps by human
rights experts.

“That process involves an expert
third-party assessment of the robust-
ness of the human rights content of
both bids that will directly inform the
administration’s own evaluation,” Ra-
chel Davis, who sits on FIFA's human
rights advisory board, told the AP.

“We are confident that the process
will result in a fair assessment of the
human rights situation in all four coun-
tries involved in the bids, and a road-
map for how to deal with any deficien-
cies that FIFA will then require the suc-
cessful bidder to commit to.” Davis, who
is managing director of the Shift human
rights organization, said an evaluation
of the human rights in the bidding na-
tions will be included in a report to the
FIFA Council, which will also assess the
verdict of the evaluation task force. A
bid with low scores can be blocked by
the council from advancing to a vote of
up to 207 football nations at the FIFA
Congress on June 13.

While Morocco has said it needs to
spend almost 16 billion on infrastruc-
ture for the 48-team World Cup, includ-
ing building or renovating all 14 stadi-
ums, North American does not require
any tournament-specific building work.
Morocco bid president Moulay Hafid
Elalamy said at the end of the FIFA in-
spection that officials “made some re-
marks on the conditions of some of the
stadiums.” T

The new batch of technical staff be-
ing deployed from FIFA HQ to Morocco
did not make a similar follow-up visit
to North America after the task force
inspected the rival bid’s facilities this
month.

“Following the visit of the 2026 bid
evaluation task force to Morocco last
week, it was decided to have an addi-
tional working visit this week to com-
plement the initial analysis of the task
force and clarify some aspects of the
bid,” FIFA told the AP.

Musical performances at Qutub

Minar on ful

moon nights

NEw DELHI, APR 24
(PTI): With the majes-
tic Qutub Minar as its
backdrop, a three-part
monthly series will bring
together different tradi-
tions of Indian music on
full moon nights here.
‘Under the Banyan
Tree on A Full Moon
Night’ will mark the ad-
vent of the full moon in
the months of April, May
and June, respectively,
starting from April 29 at
1AQ, near Qutub Minar.
Organised by Team-
work Arts, the music con-

cert will open with sitarist
Azeem Ahmed Alvi, Hin-
dustani classical vocal-
ist Ujwal Nagar, and Sufi
qawwals Qutbi Brothers
representing the vibran-
cy and richness of Indian
musical tradition.

With a poetic blend
of moonlight and music,
music aficionados of the
city will be able to enjoy
Baithak-style  evenings
along with an intimate
experience  with the
like-minded and an op-
portunity to engage with
the musicians as well.

“Each time we put to-
gether a programme, our
endeavour is to bring be-
fore the enthusiasts once-
in-a-lifetime experiences,
that they may cherish
eternally. Our team’s ex-
pertise in designing a
particular event includes
a deep understanding
and appreciation for the
arts and artistes, the mi-
nutiae of what makes an
incomparable experi-
ence as well as the pulse
of the audience,” Sanjoy
Roy, managing director-
Teamwork Arts, said.
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Modi-Xi will
not sign
agreements
at Wuhan
Summit

but build
consensus
to resolve
bilateral

issues: China

BEIJING, APR 24 [PTI]:
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Chinese Pres-
ident Xi Jinping will not
sign any agreements or
issue a joint statement at
the Wuhan summit this
week but they will try to
build mutual trust and
reach important consen-
sus to resolve the out-
standing issues, a top Chi-
nese official said today.

Prime Minister Modi
will travel to China on
April 27 for an informal
summit with President
Xi in the central China’s
Wauhan city.

“Both sides have
agreed not to sign an
agreement or release any
joint document but reach
important consensus to
resolve outstanding is-
sues,” Chinese Vice For-
eign Minister Kong Xuan-
you told the media here
on the two-day summit.

This informal summit
is the first of its kind and
there is no precedent in
each other’s country, he
said, explaining why both
the leaders opted to hold
the summit. “At the infor-
mal summit, the two lead-
ers will have heart-to-heart
discussions on overarching
issues and try to build mu-
tual trust and consensus to
resolve outstanding differ-
ences,” Kong said.

Asked whether the
Dokalam issue and the
boundary dispute will
figure in the talks, Kong
said Dokalam happened
because of lack of trust.

“The two countries
need to create conditions
and trust between them
to resolve the boundary
issue,” he added. Kong
said both President Xi
and Prime Minister Modi
have strategic vision and
historical responsibility.

“Both of them have
been widely supported by
their people. Both lead-
ers have attached great
importance to India-Chi-
na relationship and have
devoted a lot of energy to
grow this relationship.

“Over the past few
years they met 10 times,
visited each other’s cap-
itals and home towns.
They also met at mul-
tilateral occasions,” he
said, adding that every
time they had very good
talks and reached im-
portant consensus.

At the informal sum-
mit, they will have stra-
tegic communication on
the major changes in the
international landscape
unseen in more than 100
years. They will have in-
depth exchange of views
on the issues of overarch-
ing long-term and strate-
gic importance in the bi-
lateral relations, he said.

Such exchange of
views will deepen the
mutual trust between
the two countries, set
the direction and set ob-
jectives for the further
growth of bilateral ties.
It will also open up new
prospects in China-India
cooperation. Such infor-
mal summit will not only
benefit the two countries
and peoples but will also
deliver peace and devel-
opment in the region and
beyond, he said.

Trump admin toughens H1-B visa procedure

LALIT K JHA

WASHINGTON, APR 24
[PTI]: The Trump admin-
istration is working on
proposals to streamline
the H-1B visa procedure,
the most sought after by
Indian IT professionals,
to focus on attracting the
best and the brightest for-
eign talents, according to a
top federal agency official.

The proposed regula-
tion also aims to intensify
efforts to crackdown on
H-1B visa fraud, said Fran-
cis Cissna, US Citizenship
and Immigration Services
(USCIS) Director in a letter
to Senator Chuck Grassley.

The H-1B visa is a
non-immigrant visa that allows US
companies to employ foreign work-
ers in speciality occupations that
require theoretical or technical ex-
pertise. The technology companies
depend on it to hire tens of thou-
sands of employees each year from
countries like India and China.

The US Citizenship and Immi-
gration Services (USCIS) is working
on two proposed regulations to im-
prove the H-1B programme. The first
regulation proposes to establish an
electronic registration programme

for petitions subject to numerical
limitations for the H-1B non-immi-
grant classification.

“This rule is intended to allow
USCIS to more efficiently manage the
intake and lottery process for these
H-1B petitions,” said Cissna.

The later is dated April 4, the
content of which was first reported
yesterday by Axios news website.

“The second regulation will pro-
pose to revise the definition of spe-
cialty occupation, so as to increase
focus on obtaining the best and the
brightest foreign nationals via the
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H-1B programme and to revise the
definition of employment and em-
ployer-employee relationship to bet-
ter protect US workers and wages,”
Cissna said.

In addition, Department of
Homeland Security will propose ad-
ditional requirements designed to
ensure employers pay appropriate
wages to H-1B visa holders, it said.

The USCIS is also drafting a pro-
posed rule to remove the Interna-
tional Entrepreneur Rule (IER), as
announced in the regulatory agenda.
Due to the court order which inval-

idated the IER delay rule,
the International Entre-
preneur Final Rule is cur-
rently in effect.

“We have not approved
any parole requests under
the International Entre-
preneur Final Rule at this
time,” it said.

Briefing the Senator on
its efforts to prevent fraud
in H-1B, Cissna said USCIS
now has a dedicated email
addresses to make it easi-
er for the public to report
suspected fraud and abuse
in the H-1B and H-2B pro-
grammes. Other steps that
the USCIS has previously
announced include estab-
lishing a more targeted
approach in our H-1B employer site
visit programme.

“We initiated these targeted site
visits to help us determine, among
other things, whether H-1B-depen-
dent employers are actually paying
their workers the statutorily re-
quired salary to qualify for an ex-
emption from recruitment attesta-
tion requirements,” it said.

The USCIS is also expanding its
administrative site visit programme
to include L-1B petitions.

“We are initially focusing on em-
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ployers petitioning for L-1B special-
ised knowledge workers who will
primarily work offsite at another
company or organization’s location
to ensure that they are complying
with the requirements from the
L-1 Visa Reform Act of 2004. These
requirements were meant to help
prevent United States workers from
being displaced by foreign workers,”
the USCIS said.

Cissna said it also published a
policy memorandum that instructs
officers to apply the same level of
scrutiny to both initial petitions
and extension requests for non-im-
migrant visa categories. The guid-
ance applies to all non-immigrant
classifications filed using Form
r-129, Petition for a Non-immi-
grant Worker.

The previous policy instruct-
ed officers to give deference to the
findings of a previously approved
petition, as long as the key elements
were unchanged and there was no
evidence of a material error or fraud
related to the prior determination.

“The updated policy guidance
rescinds the previous policy. Under
the law, the burden of proof in estab-
lishing eligibility for the visa petition
extension is on the petitioner, re-
gardless of whether users previously
approved a petition,” it said.

fire tore through a karaoke lounge in southern China today, killing 18 people and injuring another five in a suspected arson case, police
and state media said. The blaze took place after midnight in a three-storey building in Qingyuan City, Guangdong province, and was
put out shortly before 1:00 am local time, according to the police. A preliminary investigation found that the fire was caused by arson, the
Qingyuan public security department said on its Weibo social media account. The police statement did not describe the location of the fire
but the official Xinhua news agency said it occurred in a KTV house, or karaoke lounge. Deadly fires are common in China, where safety
regulations are widely flouted and enforcement is often lax.

UNSC ‘increasingly unable’ to respond to
security challenges: India at SCO
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BEIJING, APR 24 [PTI]: The UN Security
Council is “increasingly unable” or “some-
times unwilling” to respond to the current
security challenges with tragic consequenc-
es, External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj
said today as she pushed for the reform of
the world body’s powerful organ.

Swaraj, during her address at the Shang-
hai Cooperation Organisation [SCO] Council
of Foreign Ministers meeting here, raised the
issue of global terrorism and protectionism.

India along with Brazil, Germany and
Japan has been seeking expansion of the
permanent and non-permanent seats of the
UNSC to make the powerful UN body more
representative and reflective of the chang-
ing global order.

Continuing to push for the reform and
expansion of the UNSC, she said: “it is clear
to many of us that the Security Council is in-
creasingly unable, or sometimes unwilling,
to respond to the security challenges of our
times, with tragic consequences.

“We must not lose sight of the fact that re-
forms of the UN will be incomplete, without re-
forms in the Security Council to make it more
representative of contemporary realities”.

“Since 2008, the international commu-
nity has carefully nurtured the ongoing In-
ter Governmental Negotiations at the UN to
take our discussions on UNSC reforms for-
ward,” she said. An overwhelming majority
of members have expressed their desire to
see these negotiations continue on the basis

of a text, Swaraj said.

China, which is part of the veto-wielding
permanent five members along with the US,
Russia, France and the UK, has not openly
supported India’s bid for a permanent seat
in the reformed UNSC, and instead called for
a “package solution” accommodating “con-
cerns and interests” of all parties.

The meeting was also attended by for-
eign ministers Wang Yi of China, Khawaja
Muhammad Asif of Pakistan, Kairat Abdra-
khmanov of Kazakhstan, Abdyldaev Erlan
Bekeshovich of Kyrgyzstan, Sergey Lavrov
of Russia, Sirodjidin Muhridinovich Aslov of
Tajikistan, Abdulaziz Khafizovich Kamilov
of Uzbekistan, and Secretary General of the
SCO Rashid Alimov among others.

NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR SINCERE MORNING

Draw Time: 11:55 am onwards
Draw No:21 DrawDate on:24/04/18
1st Prize Rs.26.01 Lakhs/- 90C 28598
Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 28598 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)

2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
15872 24020 32943 38185 50860
63112 66450 67372 86122 97300
3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0321 0458 1316 2383 3954 4157 5893 7338 8682 9616
4th Prize Rs.250/- 0124 1538 2713 3275 3354 4224 4792 5058 6547 7350
5th Prize Rs.120/-
0000 0086 0283 0287 0434 0493 0540 0613 0625 0659
0759 1033 1054 1183 1292 1471 1499 1543 1612 1619
1666 1719 1933 1993 2318 2419 2482 2485 2695 2958
2994 3318 3350 3448 3456 3539 3608 3637 3640 3935
4025 4029 4320 4596 4607 4618 4646 4686 4851 4927
4937 5071 5240 5265 5444 5842 5867 5969 5978 6203
6420 6481 6504 6565 6614 6646 6698 6991 7190 7236
7436 7444 7677 7707 7894 7939 7957 8012 8443 8527
8588 8656 8759 8777 8858 8968 9192 9298 9319 9338
9339 9383 9445 9527 9592 9736 9760 9803 9820 9826

NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR LOVED

Draw Time: 04:00 pm onwards
Draw No:21 DrawDate on:24/04/18
1st Prize Rs.26.01 Lakhs/- 84C 53125
Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 53125 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)

2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
08727 09364 27651 37986 45828
49283 51828 55422 81325 83763
3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0078 0094 1867 4022 4099 4972 5644 5951 6344 7511
4th Prize Rs.250/- 1089 2179 2386 5450 5727 6789 6938 7237 7549 9135
Sth Prize Rs.120/-
0177 0269 0541 0628 0865 0901 1026 1040 1063 1122
1142 1184 1374 1514 1620 1658 1712 1803 1820 1836
1924 1931 1962 1969 2019 2083 2110 2133 2152 2193
2258 2469 2598 2746 2913 2943 2989 3020 3341 3385
3429 3655 3985 4009 4070 4487 4488 4690 4861 5094
5206 5207 5252 5336 5724 5842 6060 6083 6266 6321
6364 6376 6743 6832 6915 6998 7015 7064 7067 7167
7374 7430 7454 7465 7575 7580 7668 7671 7709 7878
7890 8199 8203 8210 8463 8471 8481 8601 8612 8928

9050 9120 9230 9277 9294 9362 9776 9798 9864 9988
Issued by:

NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR PARROT EVENING

Draw Time: 08:00 pm onwards
Draw No:39 DrawDate on:24/04/18
1st Prize Rs.26.01 Lakhs/- 86G 28693
Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 28693 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)

2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
05511 20765 26404 40079 48560
64722 77655 86153 88580 91913
3rd Prize Rs.500/- 2404 4795 4840 5549 5837 6304 6457 7627 7911 8301
4th Prize Rs.250/- 0516 1648 2284 4549 4915 5646 6393 8060 9232 9571
5th Prize Rs.120/-
0156 0279 0404 0428 0752 1114 1121 1160 1163 1221
1229 1272 1538 1650 1681 1858 1892 2048 2242 2292
2796 2823 2853 2891 2948 2955 3013 3234 3322 3334
3351 3392 3437 3688 3776 3817 4018 4139 4191 4269
4283 4326 4427 4727 5077 5162 5172 5286 5309 5362
5363 5467 5509 5530 5661 5707 5742 5786 5856 5945
5955 5999 6164 6359 6473 6573 6704 7133 7170 7171
7221 7224 7281 7430 7465 7472 7582 7620 7643 7668
7804 7880 7951 7988 8081 8089 8174 8211 8382 8561

8881 8916 9155 9189 9301 9311 9518 9588 9889 9990

The Director, Nagaland State Lotteries, Kohima, Nagaland
For Results, Please visit: www.nagalandlotteries.com

KINDLY CHECK THE RESULTS WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE

Draw No:12 DrawDate on:24/04/18
1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 5435 2nd Prize Rs.2,000/- 4839
3rd Prize Rs. 1,000/- 1964 4th Prize Rs. 501/- 4998

Sth Prize Rs.200/-

1095 1109 1289 1333 1408 1430 1499 1602 1623 1645
1646 1669 1677 1702 1707 1970 2145 2157 2333 2510
2676 2700 2849 2863 2892 3049 3186 3319 3433 3497
3511 3524 3528 3545 3562 3594 3615 3626 3667 3775
3813 3816 3840 3845 3948 3989 4003 4034 4065 4129
4193 4254 4298 4314 4324 4348 4361 4366 4430 4462
4551 4566 4574 4632 4634 4635 4736 4751 4810 4831
4836 4878 4907 4949 5066 5088 5191 5202 5216 5220
5292 5300 5328 5349 5431 5465 5589 5619 5621 5691
5700 5740 5795 5803 5804 5870 5895 5969 5982 5985
6th Prize Rs.100/-

1028 1030 1034 1054 1058 1089 1121 1163 1187 1441
1487 1563 1597 1628 1643 1644 1662 1700 1729 1744
1758 1791 1796 1806 1841 1892 1925 1940 1950 1956
1957 2004 2062 2083 2162 2167 2197 2250 2295 2330
2334 2422 2426 2429 2480 2523 2567 2568 2575 2581
2587 2604 2640 2727 2779 2813 2815 2818 2900 2918
2936 2955 2958 2964 2966 2978 3007 3124 3134 3139
3149 3156 3209 3274 3336 3376 3456 3481 3484 3500
3520 3525 3544 3558 3584 3606 3609 3641 3656 3674
3678 3694 3733 3782 3831 3852 3855 3906 3916 3918
3935 3962 4032 4049 4103 4104 4126 4140 4142 4155
4159 4189 4275 4277 4303 4313 4319 4347 4359 4363
4370 4374 4409 4411 4420 4438 4445 4449 4467 4657
4701 4711 4715 4735 4739 4756 4767 4772 4775 4788
4808 4823 4858 4898 4903 4905 4946 5052 5055 5063
5073 5096 5141 5143 5174 5251 5275 5291 5311 5317
5321 5325 5377 5380 5384 5416 5436 5440 5441 5458
5459 5464 5474 5481 5487 5512 5513 5521 5531 5541
5552 5586 5605 5623 5631 5651 5672 5688 5732 5762
5770 5809 5839 5840 5843 5926 5940 5959 5963 5965
Issued by:

The Commissioner,
ARUNACHAL PRADESH STATE LOTTERIES,ITANAGAR.
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SIP claims she has “never uttered an
unfriendly word” to SATG co-star...

arah Jessica Parker has

denied ever uttering an
unkind, unsupportive, or un-
friendly word towards Sex
And The City co-star Kim
Cattrall as their feud rumbles
on. Her words, in which she
denied there was ever a “cat-
fight” between them, seem a
little odd after Kim branded
her a “cruel hypocrite” and
indicating there WAS a row.

However, Sarah Jessica,
53, says she wants to “rede-
fine” her feud with Kim, 61,
rather than reignite it.

She told Vulture: “I'd just
like to remind everybody that
there is no catfight. I have
never uttered an unkind, un-
supportive, unfriendly word,
so I would love to redefine it.
I've always held Kim's work
in high regard and always
appreciative of her contribu-
tions. If she chooses not to do
the third movie, there’s not
a lot I can do to change her
mind and we must respect it.
That’s the only thing I've ever
said about it, you know?”

And whilst Sarah and
her co-stars Kristin Davis
and Cynthia Nixon are dis-

ie, she has “moved on”.

She added: “The three
of us have shared our dis-
appointment that we're not
making that movie, not just
on our behalf but our crew,
but also just the people that
have been vocal about want-
ing to see it.

But we still live in a free
country where people get
to make choices, and some-
times the answer is ‘no’, and
the only way to respond for
me is to respect that. But,
no, there is no catfight, there
never has been a catfight. I've
never fought with someone
publicly in my life, nor would
1. And I spent time with all of

the women on the set.
People need to recall that

appointed about not making
another Sex In The City mov-

it wasn’t just two women on
the set fighting, because that
just never happened. We are
enormously proud of what
we got to do..”

Back in February, after
years of speculation about
on-set warring, Sarah Jes-
sica’s former co-star Kim
lashed out at her branding
her a “cruel hypocrite”.

But in a new interview
with People, presumably giv-
en before Parker was criti-
cised by Cattrall on Instagram
and published this week, the
mother-of-three insists there
was no fight between the two
actresses.

Parker, 52, reflected on
the fall-out after the third
Sex And The City movie was

shelved last year as she told
the magazine: “It's really
funny because I never talked
about it, except [to say] that
some of us were disappoint-
ed. But I never responded
to the conversation Kim had
with Piers Morgan, where
she said things that were re-
ally hurtful about me.”

She continued: “I couldn’t
imagine anyone else playing
that part. So there was no
fight; it was completely fabri-
cated, because I actually nev-
er responded. And [ won't,
because she needed to say
what she needed to say, and
that is her privilege.”

Dailymail.com reported
in September that Cattrall,
61, was the reason Sex And
The City 3 had been “torpe-
doed” due to her “diva de-
mands”, while the rest of the
cast; Parker, Cynthia Nixon
and Kristin Davis had all
signed on eager to move on
with production.

The next month Cattrall
sat down with Piers Morgan
and revealed she had a “toxic
relationship” with the other
stars and said Parker “could
have been nicer” about the
situation.

The Venom trailer slimes its way

online and finally .shuws Venom!

Sony has unleashed the full
trailer for Venom - and Ven-
om is actually in it, this time.

Fans who complained
about only seeing Tom Har-
dy and some black goo in
the first trailer get what they
wanted this time. The second
full trailer for Venom was re-
leased Monday night, and un-
like the first one, it actually
showed the title character.

When the first trailer
came out in February, some
fans complained because it
showed star Tom Hardy only
in his role as Eddie Brock,
and not his alien symbiote.
No worries this time. The
new trailer delivers Venom in
all forms, from black goo to
full-on monstrous creature
who really needs to see an
orthodontist.

As part of Sony’s attempt
to launch a Spider-Manless
Spiderverse [he’s still bound
to the MCU and so can’t ap-
pear in any Sony-only films],
we see Venom as the product
of Dr Carlton Drake’s [Riz
Ahmed] experimentation
with an alien symbiote.

When Eddie, a reporter,
attempts to investigate what
he suspects are experiments
fatal to their test subjects,
he himself comes into con-

tact with the symbiote and it
starts to take over.

We also get a glimpse of
Michelle Williams and Jenny
Slate, though Woody Harrel-
son seems noticeably absent.
Could that add fuel to the ru-
mours he’s playing Carnage?

Venom was first intro-
duced to the Marvel world
in 1988 via Spider-Man and
made his movie debut in
2007 Spider-Man 3, where
the character was played by

Topher Grace.

Venom — the first mov-
ie in Sony’s Spiderverse —
will be followed soon after
by Silver & Black, which
centres on the superheroes
Black Cat and Silver Sable
and will be directed by Gina
Prince-Bythewood. No cast-
ing has been announced.

Directed by Zombieland’s
Ruben Fleischer, the mov-
ie reaches cinemas 05 Oct,
2018.

he teaser of Sanju, the biopic on actor Sanjay Dutt,

arrived on the internet on Tuesday. Ranbir Ka-
poor plays Sanjay Dutt and almost nails it. Ranbir
Kapoor looks freakishly like Sanjay Dutt but he’s un-
able to pull off the Khalnayak actor’s deep voice.

But by the end of the one-and-a-half you'll be impressed
by the efforts Ranbir has put in to suit the role. The teaser
reveals that Sanju will narrate all facets of Sanjay Dutt’s
life - from his drug addiction at the age of 22 to his tryst
with the law in connection to the Mumbai Blasts, his “308
girlfriends” [it says so in the teaser], his days spent in
the “windowless jail” to the days he spent in posh suites
with “sweeping view.” Sanju aims to encompass all sides
of the “shocking story of a man who lived many lives.”

Ranbir’s father Rishi Kapoor shared the film'’s first poster,
in which Ranbir appears as Sanjay Dutt from different phases
of the actor’s life. Rishi Kapoor’s verdict: “Interesting.”

Of the portrayal of Sanjay Dutt in the film, Ran-
bir Kapoor earlier told news agency PTI that it's nota
“propaganda film” trying to portray him “as God.”

Ranbir Kapoor said: “We are trying to show a very
human side of Sanjay Dutt, his perils, his downfall, his
will to fight... how he handled his mother’s death two
days before the release of his debut film, his relationship
with his father. These were human conflicts in his life.”

Sanju will hit the screens on 29 Jun.

K;;I'ie Jen'ne-r

gushes over

Stormi’s sleepy smile...

Her fans were unim-
pressed when she left
baby Stormi at home to live
it up at Coachella. But a week
post Palm Springs and Kylie
Jenner is busy bonding with
her baby.

On Monday, the 19-year-
old reality shared a few of
their special moments on
Snapchat, alongside shots of
her svelte post-pregnancy
figure. Kylie, who gave birth
roughly three months ago,
seemed completely enam-
ored with her bundle of joy
as they cuddled on the patio
of her Calabasas home.

“Our hair both a mess
but...” Jenner said in her snap
as she nestled Stormi.

The new mom, who was
dressed in a white hoodie and
black leggings, was makeup
free in her social media posts.

“She has the prettiest lit-

tle hands,” Kylie said about a
zoomed in photo of Stormi’s
tiny fingers. Her infant could
be seen wearing an adorable
cherry-printed shirt.

As time passed, baby
Stormi fell into a deep sleep
that left her..giggling. “Are
you smiling in your sleep?”
Kylie said in the precious vid-
eo as she rubbed her daugh-
ter’s head.

Boyfriend and baby dad-
dy Travis Scott was not there
for the cute moment.

The Life Of Kylie star is set
to launch her makeup collab-
oration with sister Kourtney
Kardashian on Tuesday. She has
been teasing the palette and lip-
stick collection ever since week-
end one of Coachella.

Both Kourtney and Kylie
attended the Palm Springs
festival with their significant
others.

THE DAY AHEAD

ARIES: Change is in the air,
Aries. Whether it’s a dramatic
change of faith or a major shift in
your life’s goals, prepare yourself
for a profound transformation.
It’s likely due to the fact that you
now have more freedom to do
what you want, when you want.
Perhaps a financial windfall has
made this possible. Take care to
choose your new path wisely. It
doesn’t offer you the choice of
returning to your old lifestyle.

TAURUS: It’s time to refill the
well of your soul, Taurus. You
spend so much of your life in
service to others that it’s only
natural that you feel drained
sometimes. Rather than try to
push past this feeling and go on
as though nothing is the matter,
consider it a sign that something
is amiss. Admit if you’re feeling

unappreciated. You’ve spent too
much time putting the happiness
of others before your own. It’s
time to change your priorities.

GEMINI: You would make an
excellent judge, Gemini. You're
able to consider all aspects of a
situation. This is a bit of a bless-
ing and a curse, because it can
make it difficult to come to a de-
cision. Today you could face the
challenge of reconsidering past
decisions. Once-binding con-
tracts need to be reviewed and
new ones created. Prior commit-
ments need reevaluation. This is
tiring but necessary if you’re to
move forward.

CANCER: Just because one per-
son is no longer a part of your
life doesn’t mean that all people
are unreliable. People change,

as do situations. It’s possible
that this person was no longer
a healthy influence on you, in
which case the departure is for
the best. You’re going to have to
become more adaptable, Cancer,
because there are more changes
on the horizon, especially where
your career is concerned.

LEO: It can be hard to release
old habits and beliefs even as
new, better ways of thinking
struggle to gain a foothold. It’s
time for you to do this, Leo. You
might find it difficult to confide
your feelings to another, but a
frank conversation with close
friends will do much to ease your
mind. There’s no question that
you’re changing. Your friends
will show you that this transfor-
mation is positive.

VIRGO: You always suspected
that your job was making you
crazy, but it never occurred to
you that it could make you sick,
too. Is it really worth it, Virgo?
You may be asking yourself this
question today. Fortunately, your
talents apply to several profes-
sions. Why not take a closer
look at other fields? One way or
another, it’s clear that change is
coming. You might as well be the
one who directs it.

LIBRA: Just how long has it
been since you indulged in a big
helping of your favorite guilty
pleasure, Libra? It’s time to let
the youngster in you come out
and play today. Eat that choco-
late, read those mindless maga-
zines, or skip down the sidewalk.
You’ve been taking life much too
seriously lately. Even grownups

are entitled to indulge in the plea-
sures of youth from time to time.
SCORPIO: If you feel like
you’re trying to push a square
peg into a round hole, you’re
probably right, Scorpio. Whether
you’re having personal or profes-
sional difficulties, there are times
when it just doesn’t pay to try so
hard. In fact, it’s often a sign that
there is something fundamental-
ly wrong with the relationship.
Try to take more of a philosophi-
cal attitude, Scorpio. If it’s meant
to work, it will.

SAGITTARIUS: Things ar-
en’t always as they first appear.
People you thought you knew
well and circumstances that you
thought you understood thor-
oughly now seem anything but
straightforward. Has the world

really changed that much or has
your perception altered some-
how? It’s time to direct this
“altered” vision inward. You're
ready for a change, Sagittarius.
Perhaps it’s time to dust off that
resume.

CAPRICORN: Difficult as it
may be for you to face all those
projects you’ve left undone,
Capricorn, know that you’ll be
free to move on once they’re
complete. People from your past
figure prominently now. Perhaps
they come forward to repay an
old debt or possibly claim re-
payment from you. Don’t aban-
don your dreams. Once you’ve
cleared a path for them, they’re
more likely to come true.
AQUARIUS: You could have a
“eureka!” moment today, Aquar-
ius, as events from your past un-

expectedly bubble to the surface
of your mind and crystallize in a
surprising new way. Suddenly,
you have a clear understanding
of how these past events affect
your present behavior. You can
use this new knowledge to bring
about change. There is clearly a
situation at work or at home that
is in need of transformation.
PISCES: Sometimes it’s easier
to tend to life’s mundane details
rather than lift your eyes and see
the big picture, Pisces. For exam-
ple, it’s likely that you’ve grown
complacent at work. Could it be
that you aren’t at the right job
or in the right career after all?
Busying yourself with trivia isn’t
the way to avoid answering the
question. It’s imperative that you
face it head on and make the nec-
essary changes.
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