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L , J  17 (PTI): The 
world will see risks related 
to environment, economy 
and international relations 
intensify this year with a 
majority of stakeholders 
expecting political or economic 
confrontations between major 
powers to worsen, a new 
survey showed on Wednesday.

Referring to contentious 
issues between various 
nations, the World Economic 
Forum (WEF) said in its 
annual Global Risks Report 
that China’s determination to 
press territorial and maritime 
claims and its extension of the 
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) 
have triggered responses 

among neighbouring powers, 
with Japan and India exploring 
more structured forms of 
strategic cooperation in both 
economic and military affairs.

“This initiative could become 
more signi icant if additional 
partners -- such as Australia, 
the US, or even European states 
-- were to take part. However, 
most of these countries are 
currently cautious and would be 
wary of allowing such a hedging 
policy to cause tensions with 
China,” it said.

However, the biggest risks 
in South Asia overall would 
be in areas like employment, 
governance and infrastructure, 
as per the survey that would be 

discussed in detail next week 
at Geneva-based WEF’s annual 
summit, to be attended by 70 
heads of states/governments 
including Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and 
US President Donald Trump.

Globally, the environment-
related risks top the charts, as 
per the survey of around 1,000 
global leaders described by the 
WEF as members of its “multi-
stakeholder communities”.

The WEF, which describes 
itself as an international 
organisation for public-private 
cooperation and hosts over 
3,000 world leaders from 
politics, business and civil 
society every year in Swiss 

ski resort town Davos for an 
annual talkfest, said structural 
and interconnected nature of 
risks in 2018 threaten the very 
system on which societies, 
economies and international 
relations are based.

The report, which found 
environmental risks to be 
dominating the Global Risk 
Perception Survey for the 
second year running, said 
a deteriorating geopolitical 
landscape is partly to blame for 
the pessimistic outlook in 2018.

As per the survey, 93 per 
cent of respondents said they 
expect political or economic 
confrontations between major 
powers to worsen, while nearly 

80 per cent expect an increase 
in risks associated with war 
involving major powers.

Overall, 59 per cent of 
the respondents pointed to 
increased level of risks this 
year, the WEF said while hoping 
that a positive economic 
outlook would give leaders the 
opportunity to tackle systemic 
fragility affecting societies, 
economies, international 
relations and the environment. 
Only 7 per cent saw the risks 
declining in 2018.

The report further said that 
amid geopolitical lux, national 
identity becomes a growing 
source of tension around 

World to be riskier place in 2018: WEF Survey

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 17 J :

Governor Shriniwas Pa-
til has extended good 

wishes to the people of 
Sikkim on the occasion of 
the Second  Organic  Day, 
a press release from Raj 
Bhavan informs.

“The day reminds us 
of the immense hardships 
faced by my fellow Sik-
kimese and determination 
exempli ied by the people 
to embark on the noble 
path of organic way of 
life and living in harmony 
with nature. The transfor-
mation of entire cultiva-
ble land of the State into 
organic with third party 
certi ication speaks of   
tremendous willpower of 
the Government and the 
people of Sikkim,” the Gov-
ernor’s message reads. 

The Governor has 

called on the entrepre-
neurs and youth of Sikkim 
to take advantage of the 
‘new era’ and capitalise 
the State’s distinction of 
being the irst certi ied or-
ganic State in the country. 

The Governor has 
further appealed to the 
educated youth of the 
State to take up organic 
production, processing 
and marketing as the 
entrepreneurial venture 
taking advantage of the 
favourable schemes and 
policies formulated by 
the government. 

“I wish for more hap-
piness and prosperity to 
Sikkimese in general and 
farmers in particular in 
the days to come through 
organic farming that we 
are proud to be the pio-
neer in the country,” the 
message concludes.

On Organic Day, Gov calls on
local entrepreneurs and youth

to take initiative further

N  D , J  17 
(PTI): It is good news for 
photographers, both am-
ateur and professional, 
for they can now contrib-
ute towards documenting 
India’s diverse cultural 
heritage and traditions.

Sahapedia, an online 
encyclopedic resource 
on South Asian art and 
culture has instituted a 
photography grant for 
photographers willing 
to work with the orga-
nization to create a rich, 
high-quality repository 
of images, that will pop-
ulate Sahapedia Frames.

The website, dedi-
cated to photo essays, 
currently hosts over half 
a dozen excellent works 
ranging from glimpses of 
life in Jammu and Kash-
mir’s Lolab valley, to an 
exploration of the domes 
of Delhi, and a study of 
Manipuri Ponies and the 
origins of Polo.

The Sahapedia 
Frames Photography 
Grant, sponsored by 
IndusInd Bank will be 
awarded to 25 photogra-
phers selected by a pan-
el led by noted lensman 
Dinesh Khanna.

It includes a cash re-

ward of Rs 20,000 and 
limited reimbursement 
of travel expenses.

Participating photog-
raphers are required to 
identify themes of cultur-
al and creative relevance 
to India and South Asia 
that they would like to 
document through imag-
es, and can also it into Sa-
hapedia’s areas of work.

They must submit a 
300-500 word concept 
note outlining their pro-
posed theme, a copy of 
their resume and a port-
folio of their existing or 
published work.

“We think of this 
grant as an exciting fo-
cused opportunity for 
photographers to explore 
the cultural landscape 
of India. Storytelling is 
such an important part 
of life, and we would like 
to encourage people to 
narrate stories through 
their photo essays,” Neha 
Paliwal, Director, Proj-
ects, said.

“We want to encour-
age people to do this 
through photography be-
cause photographs con-
tain the humanity of the 
moment, as Ansel Adams 
once said,” she added.

Photography grant
for shutterbugs to document

India’s heritage

WANGCHUK BHUTIA
M , 18 J :

The abandoned un-
d e r - c o n s t r u c t i o n 

steel girder bridge across 
Phee Khola which was 
started nearly three years 
ago is now covered with 
weeds and moss. The 
rods placed to support 
the bridge have rusted 
and the bridge which was 
once a hope for the resi-
dents living on the other 
side of the bridge remains 
wasted and useless.

The bridge, sanctioned 
to connect Sagyong and 
Sangtok wards of Lum, 
Gor and Sangtok Gram 
Panchayat Units of Low-
er Dzongu with the rest 
of the world, was started 
back in 2012 but has re-
mained stalled for a while 
now, driving the projected 
bene iciaries frustrated, as 
they should be. 

“We placed written 
reports to the concerned 

department several 
times but nothing has 
been done by the author-
ities so far,” zilla member 
Tshering Gyatso Lepcha 
informs when contacted.

With the new 
road-cutting for the two 
wards completed, the 
residents are now hope-
ful that the construction 
of the bridge will resume. 

“If the bridge was 
completed in time, the ve-
hicular movement would 
have started a long time 
back,” pointed out a resi-
dent of Sagyong village. 

Sagyong and Sangtok residents ‘not happy’
with abandoned Phee Khola bridge  

BHAICHUNG AND 
BBFS STEP UP 
FOR THE TEAM, 
SPONSOR KIT
SAGAR CHETTRI
G , 17 J : 

A 20-member wom-
en’s team is all set to 

represent Sikkim in the 
upcoming 23rd Senior 

Women’s National Foot-
ball Championship to be 
held at Cuttack in Odhisa. 
The team has been under-
going rigorous training 
sessions at the State camp 
in Soreng, West Sikkim.

To encourage the State 
women’s team, former In-
dian football team skipper, 

Sikkim women’s
team to play in Senior 

National Football c’ship

NITESH R PRADHAN
GANGTOK, 17 JAN:

Chief Minister Pawan Cham-
ling inaugurated the two-

day long Sikkim Organic fes-
tival at Saramsa Garden in 
Ranipool, East Sikkim today. 
Today marked the second an-
niversary of Sikkim being de-
clared an Organic State, a mo-
ment now celebrated as Organ-
ic Day in the State.

The CM was accompanied 
to the inauguration by CEO of 
Patanjali Ayurved, Acharya Bal 
Krishna. 

Taking a stroll of the gar-
den which had many stalls and 
exhibits of organic produce, 
fruits and vegetables, the Chief 
Minister complemented the 
farmers of the State for their 
sustained contribution to the 
organic mission which, he 
stressed, has the potential to 
make Sikkim fully sustainable. 

Later, the Chief Minister 
along with Acharya Bal Krish-
na addressed the gathering. 

Acharya Bal Krishna lav-
ished high praise on the Chief 
Minister for giving Sikkim 
an opportunity to shine as a 

peaceful state while promot-
ing the best values like organic 
farming. 

“The Organic Farming move-
ment will always remember Sik-

kim as the pioneer,” he said. 
He also said that Patanjali 

was ready to lift organic pro-
duce from Sikkim and cooper-
ate in any capacity required to 

take the mission further and to 
higher levels.

Asking for the detailed list 
of Sikkim’s produce as also an 
inventory of its potential, he 

called for minimum support 
price agreement with all stake-
holders furthering cooperation. 

He mentioned dairy, medic-

Sikkim Organic fest kicks off with 
high praise from Patanjali CEO

turn to pg05
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contested borders, while clashes 
related to identity and community 
continue to drive political 
dislocations in many countries 
and are increasingly fuelling cross-
border tensions.

Talking about ‘major power 
tensions’, WEF said relations 
between the world’s major powers 
are changing, “mostly for worse”, 
while shifting relations between 
global and regional powers is 
creating increased uncertainty for 
smaller states.

Listing examples, it referred to 
Bhutan last year inding itself “at 
the centre of a stand-off between 
India and China”.

It also talked about some 
countries planning to extend and 
deepen networks of economic 
corridors and spurring huge 
infrastructure investments, while 
naming China’s BRI as the most 
ambitious one.

Besides, it referred to China 
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC); 
Bangladesh-China-India-Myanmar 
Economic Corridor (BCIM-EC); 

International North-South Transport 
Corridor (INSTC), which links India, 
Iran and Russia; and Asia-Africa 
Growth Corridor (AAGC), a joint 
initiative by India and Japan.

The report further said one 
potential trigger for disruption 
related to economic corridors 
might be push-back from a country 
that feels its sovereignty is being 
undermined and gave the example 
of the economic corridors crossing 
contested territory including of 
the CPEC running through Gilgit-
Baltistan.

The study highlighted 
numerous areas where systems are 
being pushed to the brink -- from 
extinction-level rates of biodiversity 
loss to mounting concerns about 
the possibility of new wars.

The top ten risks in terms 
of likelihood include extreme 
weather events, natural 
disasters, cyber attacks, data 
fraud or theft, climate change, 
involuntary migration, man-made 
environmental disasters, terrorist 
attacks, illicit trade and asset 
bubbles in major economies.

The biggest risks in terms of 
impact would be weapons of mass 
destruction, extreme weather 
events, natural disasters, climate 
change, water crises, cyber 
attacks, food crises, biodiversity 
loss and ecosystem collapse, 
involuntary migration and spread 
of infectious diseases.

“A widening economic 
recovery presents us with an 
opportunity that we cannot 
afford to squander, to tackle the 
fractures that we have allowed to 
weaken the world’s institutions, 
societies and environment. We 
must take seriously the risk of a 
global systems breakdown,” WEF 
Founder and Executive Chairman 
Klaus Schwab said.

Economic risks feature less 
prominently this year but there are 
worries that the improvement in 
global GDP growth rates may lead 
to complacency about persistent 
structural risks in the global 
economic and inancial systems.

Inequality continues to be 
ranked high among the underlying 
risk drivers.

World to be riskier place in 2018...
contd from pg01

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 17 J :

Sikkim People’s Alli-
ance chief convener, 

MK Subba, took a tour of 
Lower Sripatam under 
Rangang-Yangang con-
stituency in South Sik-
kim on the invitation of 
the residents on 15 Jan, 
a press release from the 
party informs. 

30 people from Ding-
tar-Kateng and Lower 
Siripatam joined the SPA 
party on the day. 

During an interaction 
with the SPA chief con-
vener, the villagers said 
that they were living un-
der extreme hardships 
and that the State Gov-
ernment has failed them 
in all aspects of develop-
ment and progress. 

The press release 
adds that the villages lack 
access to proper drinking 
water and power supply. 
The primary school in 
Dingtar-Kateng lacks a 
playground despite of 

assurances from the gov-
ernment, it is added. 

The release goes on 
to claim that rejecting 
area MLA of Rangang-
Yangang, RN Chamling, 
who is also the president 
of Sikkim Rajya Manch, 
the villagers alleged that 
the MLA has become a 
land shark purchasing 
acres of land in the ad-
joining areas and not 
caring about the hard-
ships of the people in his 
constituency. 

Lower Sripatam residents invite 
SPA chief convener for a tour  

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 17 J :

Human Resource De-
velopment Minister 

RB Subba, Advisor OT 
Lepcha and Additional 
Chief Secretary, GP Upad-
hyaya, attended the 65th 
Central Advisory Board 
of Education meet of the 
Ministry of Human Re-
source in New Delhi on 
15 and 16 Jan 2018 at 
Vigyan Bhawan, a press 
release informs. 

The meeting was held 
under the chairmanship 
of Union HRD Minister 
Prakash Javadekar. 

The meeting was at-
tended by Education Min-
isters of 20 States, repre-
sentatives of 28 States 
and Union Territories, 
Members of CABE, heads 
of autonomous organ-
isations, Vice Chancel-
lors of Universities, and 
Secretary, Department 
of Higher Education and 
Member Secretary, CABE, 
K.K. Sharma, and Depart-
ment of School Education 
& Literacy, and senior of-
icials of state and central 

government, Anil Swarup 
Secretary. 
Some of the resolutions 
adopted at the meeting 
were:
• To launch ‘Operation 
Digital Board’ in all 
schools in ive years. This 
will be undertaken joint-
ly by Centre, State, CSR, 

and community. 
• To ensure Quality, Equi-
ty, Accessibility, Account-
ability and Affordability 
in education by pro-ac-
tive action and plan.
• To promote Swacch 
Bharat, Ek Bharat Shres-
tha Bharat, Padhe Bharat, 
Sugamya Bharat and 
physical education.
• To promote human val-
ue education, life skill 
education, experiential 
learning to bring out 
good human beings out 
of the education system.

A brief presentation 
for Improving the Quali-
ty and Accountability in 
School Education, Status 
Reports of four CABE 
Sub-Committees- As-
sessment and Implemen-
tation of CCE ; Extension 
of the Right of Children 
to free and Compulsory 

Education Act, 2009 to 
Pre-School Education 
and Secondary Educa-
tion; Issues and Imped-
iments to Mainstream 
Out of School Children 
and Measures to bring 
them into the fold of Ed-
ucation System and Is-
sues of Girls Education” 
as well as on Ek Bharat 
Shreshtha Bharat, Swa-
chh Vidyalaya, Digital 
Initiatives in School Ed-
ucation & Literacy and 
Physical Education was 
made to highlight some 
of the reforms in the ed-
ucation sector.

Union Minister for 
Women and Child Devel-
opment, Maneka Gandhi 
who was also present at 
the meeting suggested 
that career counseling 
be introduced in schools 
starting from class IX. 

She also suggested that 
women drivers and 
helpers be employed in 
school buses. 

Union Minister of So-
cial Justice & Empower-
ment, Thawar Chand Ge-
hlot suggested that more 
efforts be taken to en-
sure that students from 
socially disadvantaged 
sections, girls, and dif-
ferently abled students 
are enrolled in schools 
and continue in their 
studies without drop-
ping out.

Union Minister for 
Minority Affairs, Mukhtar 
Abbas Naqvi emphasized 
on the importance of in-
clusive education. Union 
Minister of State for 
Youth Affairs and Sports 
(Independent Charge) 
Col. Rajyavardhan Singh 
Rathore emphasized on 

the importance of inclu-
sion of sports and physi-
cal itness in school cur-
riculum. 

During the meeting, 
the HRDD Sikkim del-
egates and the HRDD 
Minister, R. B Subba dis-
cussed about the best 
practices of Sikkim in 
the area of education 
like Chief Minister Mer-
itorious Scholarship/ 
Ambedkar Award, Green 
School Award, Selection 
of best football players 
from different schools 
and sponsored for fur-
ther training through 
Sports Association of 
India, Free education till 
college, State award for 
Class X and Class XII top-
pers, State  sponsorship 
for candidates selected  
in any top 20 Universities 
of  the world, Education-
al Quality Improvement 
Programme [EQUIP],  Or-
ganic Farming Practice 
in schools, Waste Man-
agement and Zero Waste 
Practice in school. 

The meeting was 
apprised by Mr Subba 
about Sikkim becoming 
fully literate by March 
2018 and appreciating 
this, Union MHRD Minis-
ter and Secretary School 
Education have tenta-
tively decided to visit the 
State during April on the 
grand announcement, 
reads the release. 

HRDD of icials attend CABE meet in Delhi, resolve
to launch Operation Digital Board in all schools

G , 17 J  (IPR): Acharya 
Bal Krishna, Managing Director 
and Primary Stakeholder of Patan-
jali Ayurved, who is here on a two-
day visit, called on Chief Minister 
Pawan Chamling at his of icial res-
idence this morning.

Acharya Bal Krishna was ac-
companied by the Agriculture 
Minister Somnath Poudyal and for-
mer Chief Secretary of Uttrakhand 
Rakesh Sharma.

Acharya Bal Krishna informed 
Mr. Chamling that from yesterday 
onwards, all Patanjali products are 
available for online purchase in all 
the leading e-commerce portals.

He also added that Patanja-
li Ayurved is very interested in 
buying organic products from 
Sikkim, including medicinal 
herbs and plants, while adding 
that Patanjali would also sup-
ply Sikkim with organic manure 
and organic fertilizer and also 
expressed his desire to have a 
Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) with the State of Sikkim 
regarding this, to which the Chief 
Minister instructed the Minister 
to sign the MoU with Patanjali 

Ayurved at the earliest.
He also informed the Acharya 

how Sikkim has pioneered organic 
farming in the nation and now the 
second phase would focus on giv-
ing high yield of all organic prod-
ucts in the state. 

The Chief Minister also in-
formed how Sikkim has started 
Yoga tourism for which he hoped 
to get all the possible help and as-
sistance from Patanjali, while add-

ing that Yoga is being taught as a 
compulsory subject in the schools 
of Sikkim.

Mr. Chamling, while expressing 
his happiness on having the Acha-
rya in Sikkim, also hoped to work 
in close quarters to which Acharya 
vowed to lend all possible support 
to help Sikkim have a higher yield 
in the organic products as well as 
buy and market the organic prod-
ucts of Sikkim.

Acharya Bal Krishna calls on CM, broaches
MoU between Sikkim and Patanjali

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 17 J :

Sikkim could evolve 
into a land of splendid 

opportunities for the mu-
sic and ilm industry with 
the proper infrastructure, 
transportation facilities 
and skilled manpower, 
believes renowned ilm 
producer, Boney Kapoor, 
who is here on the spe-
cial invitation of the State 
Government to witness 
the Red Panda Winter 
Carnival. 

Speaking to media 
persons here today, Mr 
Kapoor added that such 
a development in Sik-
kim will go on to help 
the entire northeast to 
connect stronger with 
the mainland. He also 
made special mention 
of Sikkim’s “immense 
potential” to develop as 
a film-shooting hub in 
the near future.

Replying to Summit-

Times queries on how he 
proposed Sikkim could 
further promote tour-
ism, he suggested that 
the State Government 
explore using the ilm in-
dustry to do so and said 
that the irst step would 
be to develop infrastruc-
ture and other required 
facilities over the next 
three-four years while 
it also developed allied 
facilities of skilled man-
power.

Such a move, he 
stressed, would also 
boost Sikkim’s appeal in-
ternationally. 

He offered to train 
Sikkimese youth inter-
ested in various allied 
ilm industry jobs. 

Mr Kapoor and Mohit 
Chauhan, a popular sing-
er, are here as guests for 
the Red Panda Winter 
Carnival. Mohit Chauhan 
will perform here at Pal-
jor Stadium on Thursday 

evening as part of the 
closing event of the on-
going Red panda Winter 
Carnival. 

Mr Chauhan shared 
that he grew up in Hi-
machal Pradesh which 
has much in common 
with Sikkim. He also 
commented on the love 
for music that was pal-
pable in Sikkim and as-
sured to put up a splen-
did show on Thursday 
evening. 

Boney Kapoor sees great potential
in ilms for Sikkim
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Gangtok on 
Thursday, 

18 Jan
Temp: 20°C /06°C
Forecast: Mix of 
sushine and cloud.
Sunrise: 06:27 AM
Sunset: 5:05 PM

turn to pg05

Sikkim 
Lepcha 
Literary 
Organization 
mourns 
demise of 
Dhendup 
Lepcha
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 17 J :

Renjyong Mutanchi 
Ringmom Kurmom 

(Sikkim Lepcha Literary 
Organization), in a press 
release issued today, has 
expressed sorrow over 
the demise of prominent 
Lepcha literary igure, 
Dhendup Lepcha, who 
passed away on 16 Jan.

The late Dhendup 
Lepcha, born on 20 June, 
1951, completed his Mas-
ters Degree in Economics 
and postgraduate course 
from University of North 
Bengal and Delhi Univer-
sity respectively.

“His contributions 
towards the develop-
ment and enrichment of 
Lepcha language, litera-
ture and culture will be 
remembered forever by 
the society,” the release 
puts on record.

As an of icer serving 
in the Department of 
Information and Public 
Relations, Mr Lepcha 
was instrumental in the 
establishment of a let-
ter press in the Lepcha 
language in Sikkim and 
played a vital role in the 
broadcast of a Lepcha 
news bulletin and other 
programs on All India 
Radio, Gangtok.

He is considered as 
one of the gems of the 
Lepcha language and 
literature. His poems, 
stories, songs, and oth-
er articles in the Lepcha 
language are considered 
as precious pearls and 
gems in the treasury of 
Lepcha literature, the 
SLLO states.

He was the recipi-
ent of the prestigious 
“GB Mainwaring Award 
2010” instituted by Ren-
jyong Mutanchi Ring-
mom Kurmom and re-
tired as Additional Secre-
tary to the Government 
of Sikkim in 2009.

“At his demise not 
only the Lepcha commu-
nity but whole the society 
of Sikkim has lost a litter-
ateur, social activist and 
above all a gentle human 
being. He is survived by 
his wife and two daugh-
ters,” reads the release.

ARPAN PRADHAN
G , 17 J :

The ongoing Red Pan-
da Winter Carnival in 

Gangtok will see its clos-
ing ceremony on 18 Jan. 

Despite the rumour 
that the Tourism De-
partment will extend 
the dates, allowing the 
event continue for few 
more days, chairperson 
of the Red Panda Winter 
Carnival 2018, CP Dhakal 
today clari ied that the 
department has no plans 
to extend the date.

“The department has 
no any plans to extend 
the dates of the Red Pan-
da Winter Carnival and it 
will end on the pre- ixed 
scheduled that is 18 Jan,” 
Special Secretary of the 
Tourism Department CP 
Dhakal said. 

Speaking to Summit-

Times, Mr Dhakal further 
informed that the closing 
day will have Governor 
Shriniwas Patil as the 
chief guest and will have 
the special presence of 
popular singer Mohit 
Chauhan who will also 
perform during the event 
on Thursday.

“The event was or-
ganised successfully and 
the presence of great 
artists like AR Rahman, 
Boney Kappor, Mohit 
Chauhan and others 
made it a huge success. 
The event was an overall 
success as it saw a num-
ber of domestic tourists 
and locals and has pro-
vided us more energy 
and encouragement to 
organise the Red Panda 
Winter Carnival in grand-
er manner in the days to 
come,” said Mr. Dhakal.

PEMA DORJEE 
IS C IN C AND 
JOSEPH CURLS 
NEW RECORD

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 17 J :

The Sikkim Strength 
Lifting Association 

[SSLA] team put on an out-
standing show at the 25th 
National Strength Lifting 
& Incline Bench Press 
Championship 2017-18 
held from 04 to 8 Jan at 
Washim in Maharashtra.  

The 36-member 
SSLA team has returned 
with 28 medals - eight 
gold, eight silver and 12 
bronze medals - with 
Pema Dorjee Bhutia lift-
ing the title ‘Champion 
of Champions’ in men’s 
masters category. 

In Junior 76 KG cat-
egory, Joseph Sharma 
from Sikkim also set a 
new record of 65 KGs in 
bicep curls by breaking 
his own record of 60 KG.

The team was led by 
Sonam Gyatso Bhutia as 
men’s manager and Ran-
ju Sundas as women’s 
manager in the cham-
pionship. The champi-
onship had the partici-
pation of lifters from 24 
States of the country.

SSLA felicitated the 
state team members for 
their impressive perfor-
mance here at the White 
Hall gym today. During 
the function, president 
TD Denzongpa and other 
executive members of the 
SSLA congratulated the 
team members for their 
performance in the cham-
pionship.

In his address, SSLA 
president congratulat-
ed all team members for 
making the State proud 
with their impressive per-
formance in the champi-
onship. He also appreciat-
ed the performance made 

by women lifters of the 
State in the championship.

Mr Denzongpa wel-
comed that the State’s 
lifters have been doing 
well in the national and 
international levels in 
the very short time that 
the discipline has been 
here. He also encouraged 
the team members to 
continue with their hard 
work and practice to con-
tinue with their best per-
formance in the future 
competitions. 

In his report of the 
championship, SSLA 
chief coach, Pema Dorjee 
Bhutia shared that the 

competition was really 
tough and that the State 
lifters held their nerve 
very well as is apparent 
from the medal haul. He 
added that the lifters 
who missed medals this 
time also gave a tough 
ight to their opponents. 

He mentioned that 
the State women lifters 
have made good prog-
ress in a very short time 
and impressed everyone 
with their performance.

Mr Bhutia stated that 
the organisers and partic-
ipations from other states 
were also impressed with 
the discipline of Sikkim 

team. He sought for more 
chances for women lifters 
for the upcoming nation-
al championship in Uttar 
Pradesh scheduled for 
August later this year.

Ganesh Kumar Subba, 
Ranju Sundas, Manisha Ti-
wari, Chandra Kala Subba 
and Tshering Sherpa also 
received their certi icates 
of national referee in the 
championship for success-
fully passing their referee 
examinations. Likewise, 
Pratap Kumar Rai, San-
tosh Gupta and Bhim Sub-
ba sat for referee examina-
tion this year during this 
championship.

SSLA team bags 28 medals at National Strength
Lifting & Incline Bench Press C’ship

No plans to
extend Winter Carnival:

Tourism Dept 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 18 J :

A team comprising of Neh-
ru Yuva Kendra Sangath-

an (NYKS) and National Cadet 
Corps (NCC) members from Sik-
kim attended and represented 
the State at the 22nd National 
Youth Festival held at the Indoor 
Stadium of Gautam Buddha Uni-
versity, Greater Noida in Uttar 
Pradesh from 12 to 16 Jan, a 
press release informs. 

Team Sikkim participated in 
athletics, yoga, volleyball, Voice 
of India programme, cultural 
programme and mega-national 
youth parliament. 

Tashi Dawa Bhutia bagged 
the bronze medal in shot-put 
and Basanti Rai secured third 
position in high jump.  

In volleyball, both boys and 
girls team participated with the 
former winning the irst round 
against West Bengal. In tug of 
war, the boys’ team won the irst 
round against Orissa. 

Suyog Pradhan participated 

in the Voice of India singing con-
test representing Sikkim.  

Organized by the Ministry of 
Sports & Youth Affairs, Govern-
ment of India, the festival is an 

annual gathering of youth with 
various cultural activities and 
is celebrated to commemorate 
the birth anniversary of Swami 
Vivekananda. 

Team Sikkim had 70 mem-
bers comprising of NYKS vol-
unteers, NCC cadets and youth 
from different parts of Sikkim, 
reads the release. 

Team Sikkim shines at National Youth Fest in New Delhi 

SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES
DERBY CLASSIC WEDNESDAY

Draw No:2 DrawDate on:17/01/18
1st Prize Rs.11 Lakhs/- 78A 0536
(Including Super Prize Amt)
2nd Prize Rs.9000/- 0297 0380 0763 1885 3113 4203 6449 6883 7574 7961
3rd Prize Rs.2000/- 0314 1774 4175 6151 6868 7203 7536 8902 9528 9764
4th Prize Rs.1000/- 0184 2413 2900 4851 4878 5133 6693 8276 9067 9829
5th Prize Rs.500/- 0274 0863 1219 2531 2554 3565 4532 5018 8015 8149
6th Prize Rs.100/-
0008 0042 0052 0120 0133 0147 0149 0171 0185 0190
0224 0226 0258 0323 0336 0337 0339 0342 0352 0408
0415 0435 0453 0463 0481 0503 0541 0547 0583 0597
0629 0657 0659 0667 0668 0692 0724 0727 0729 0753
0776 0810 0821 0829 0871 0935 0949 0955 0965 1025
1082 1121 1124 1132 1139 1165 1168 1173 1223 1274
1285 1309 1320 1330 1332 1340 1362 1396 1424 1453
1464 1533 1535 1556 1579 1622 1623 1632 1680 1689
1691 1752 1805 1812 1819 1829 1838 1842 1857 1900
1972 2000 2004 2009 2035 2050 2078 2085 2101 2206
2211 2247 2364 2432 2439 2478 2543 2551 2559 2590
2597 2610 2619 2639 2642 2677 2760 2776 2801 2821
2823 2825 2845 2851 2855 2861 2865 2866 2885 2924
2925 2946 2947 2963 2970 2979 2982 2989 3004 3022
3046 3058 3063 3074 3081 3089 3093 3124 3149 3184
3196 3210 3217 3239 3252 3276 3286 3304 3313 3320
3331 3339 3381 3404 3467 3480 3484 3496 3577 3615
3622 3681 3736 3749 3750 3792 3794 3800 3801 3821
3823 3824 3825 3855 3874 3875 3883 3897 3933 3935
3957 3966 3978 3986 3988 3991 3998 4006 4032 4093
4103 4107 4116 4117 4128 4132 4139 4145 4159 4166
4176 4199 4202 4217 4226 4233 4284 4288 4302 4303
4310 4313 4341 4348 4365 4391 4424 4429 4433 4435
4456 4465 4466 4467 4487 4528 4538 4564 4568 4576
4587 4618 4622 4638 4643 4654 4662 4673 4725 4763
4768 4770 4861 4895 4918 4927 4973 4990 4992 5006
5032 5037 5089 5107 5119 5212 5221 5252 5258 5259
5263 5288 5306 5317 5319 5413 5426 5458 5468 5470
5498 5499 5531 5536 5540 5557 5588 5616 5693 5695
5699 5703 5750 5755 5786 5801 5812 5831 5837 5865
5877 5879 5886 5892 5899 5913 5915 5927 5960 5971
6165 6178 6180 6235 6255 6275 6299 6319 6321 6370
6380 6412 6421 6451 6454 6482 6483 6515 6554 6569
6646 6734 6753 6784 6798 6813 6851 6897 6898 6905
6924 6927 6933 6941 7019 7039 7043 7059 7064 7066
7092 7103 7111 7116 7166 7243 7293 7294 7296 7320
7340 7358 7368 7370 7385 7413 7439 7443 7444 7448
7453 7462 7489 7491 7500 7512 7522 7537 7560 7565
7599 7651 7655 7674 7731 7737 7756 7777 7784 7788
7801 7804 7831 7838 7866 7878 7886 7889 7897 7910
7913 7975 7982 8003 8005 8044 8048 8049 8065 8070
8085 8094 8096 8119 8151 8154 8194 8231 8257 8263
8266 8288 8346 8348 8416 8463 8465 8541 8545 8547
8565 8651 8665 8679 8708 8711 8759 8790 8817 8835
8837 8858 8895 8899 8904 8918 8921 8940 8980 9032
9092 9127 9131 9206 9225 9250 9260 9264 9273 9279
9289 9337 9357 9369 9381 9413 9423 9449 9454 9466
9480 9505 9515 9518 9523 9577 9613 9615 9624 9656
9710 9739 9757 9765 9778 9800 9804 9823 9825 9832
9855 9870 9881 9914 9936 9945 9950 9968 9992 9999
Issued by:
The Director,Sikkim State Lotteries,
Government Of Sikkim,Deorali - 737102,Sikkim
please: Visit :www.sikkimlotteries.com

G , 17 J  (IPR): To encourage more 
entrepreneurs from Sikkim, IIM Calcutta 
Innovation Park (IIMCIP), in collaboration 
with the Department of Science and Tech-
nology (DST), Govt. of India, organized a 
workshop on North-East Accelerator Pro-
gram 2018 here at Udyog Bhawan today.

Promoting innovation start ups in North-
east India, North-East Accelerator Program 
2018 is initiated by IIMCIP which is aimed 
at recognizing potentially game-changing 
early-stage entrepreneurs from North-East 
India and creating a supportive ecosystem 
to help them scale up their businesses.

The programme was attended by Sikkim 
Development and Entrepreneurship depart-

ment OSD, Anita Gupta,  of icials from IIM-
CIP, STPI, representatives from CII and En-
trepreneurs from Sikkim.

OSD Ms. Gupta said “Northeastern 
states have huge potential in every sec-
tor but due to some technical or other 
reasons, NE region struggles to bring 
more entrepreneurs into the  foray. We 
have to encourage our youths to become 
entrepreneurs and if someone is doing 
well or succeeds in becoming an entre-
preneur it will inspire others as well. 
Thus future entrepreneurs must be guid-
ed so that schemes and programme are 
properly guided.”

Mrs. Gupta informed that department is 

planning to start up a workshop cum train-
ing for entrepreneurs by involving different 
government departments and other agen-
cies.

North-East Accelerator Program 2018 is 
a initiative which would bring together the 
key stakeholders in the regional entrepre-
neurship ecosystem including start-ups, in-
vestors, mentors and subject matter experts.

Local Entrepreneurs shared their experi-
ences on their interest in different ventures 
in different sectors of the state.

IIMCIP of icials briefed on various pro-
gramme bene its from North-East India that 
provides multiple valuable bene its to entre-
preneurs from NE region.  

NE Accelerator Program vrooms into Sikkimto book 
advertisements 

in 
SummitTimes

call
03592-208698

9734152541
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advertise@
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N  Y , J  17 (PTI): 
A 13th century Tibet-
an thangka and an early 
16th century Buddhist 
mandala, are among the 
unique pieces of art that 
will go under the ham-
mer at an upcoming Hi-
malayan Art sale by So-
theby’s here.

The sale scheduled to 
be held on March 22, will 
feature objet d’arts from 
the Richard R & Magda-
lena Ernst Collection of 
Himalayan Art.

Currently on view 
at the auction house’s 
Zurich of ice, the col-
lection comprises of an 
unrivaled compilation of 
paintings and sculptures 
created between the 
12th and 18th centuries.

Tibetan art forms 
the heart of the collec-
tion. One of the works 
that stands out here is a 
thangka of four Arhats, 
that was procured from 
Kathmandu.

“The region’s rich cul-

ture, spontaneous nature 
of creativity, and philo-
sophical strength drew 
us in, and has kept us 
irmly engaged over the 

last ifty years.
“By sharing this col-

lection with admirers in 
Zurich, New York, and be-
yond, we hope to spread 
the joys that collecting 
Southeast Asian Art has 
brought us with many 
others,” Richard R and 
Magdalena Ernst said.

The collection has 
been created over a span 
of ive decades.

Some of the high-
lights include a 13th cen-
tury Tibetan thangka de-
picting Rinchen Zangpo.

Estimated at Rs 9.58 
- 12.78 cr approx (1.5 - 
2 million USD), the art 
work is one of the early 
Tibetan portrait paint-
ings of a Lama to have 
survived, and is remark-
able for its condition, col-
or and quality.

Himalayan art atupcoming
Sotheby’s sale
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WRITE US: Readers are invited to comment 
on, criticise, run down, even appreciate if 
they like something in this paper. Letters 
carrying abusive/ indecorous language and 
personal attacks, except when against 
people responsible in this newspaper (who 
are fair game), will have to be ignored. Letters 
which carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  
Mail us at: letters@summittimes.com

Leave Politicking to
Politicians

Know your politics, and 
also your priorities

Politics is an exciting engagement, one that evokes 
passionate stands and distracts very easily. That 

said, it is also an important passion to have because it 
is the multi-party composition of the political space in 
our country that keeps democracy here vibrant. The 
multi-party nature also keeps governance and priori-
ties as close to secular as possible because whenever a 
single party has become too dominant, the niceties of 
accommodation and empathy have been abandoned – 
eg. the Emergency of the Seventies and the jingoistic 
insularity of the current times. Since the profusion of 
political ideologies and positions is what keeps politics 
vibrant and in control  in our country, it is important 
that the people are also more “political”. Apolitical cre-
dentials, although frequently claimed and announced, 
is hence not the best introduction to have. But politi-
cal engagement should not be confused with politick-
ing because while the former means to be involved, 
informed and committed to an ideology, the latter is 
more about “activity” and actions directed towards 
acquiring power and in luence, and that is where com-
promises are made and politics earns its “dirty” pre ix.

Where Sikkim is concerned, its politicking milieu 
has been traditionally populated, rather extensively 
and need one add, unhealthily, by teachers and mid-
level government servants. This section engages in 
the rougher tumbles of politicking under the cover of 
“Van-Bhoj”, the picnic politics which in Sikkim’s case if 
of much older vintage that the Rolu Picnic of the more 
recent past. 

At one level, it needs to also be accepted that it is 
dif icult in a State as small as Sikkim for someone to 
remain genuinely apolitical. Government servants, 
given the astoundingly slack concepts of accountabil-
ity enforced by the administration are easily tempted 
to lirt with politics and have even been consistently 
encouraged to do so over the years. In systems where 
accountability is slack and job-responsibilities poorly 
de ined and frequently overlapping, it is easier to start 
dispensing favours and bending rules; and before one 
knows it, the arms of administration become rather 
deft political players lexing political alignments and 
agendas. Engagement with party-level politics follows 
soon after and then come the political ambitions.

What blurs the lines even more is the confusion 
with which politics is mixed up with administration 
and how conveniently government is mistaken for a 
political party. In a political environment thick with 
parties and slim on ideological commitments, the 
decision to take the plunge comes easy because op-
tions never dry up and crossovers rarely need to be 
explained with any conviction. Not just government 
servants, but this situation makes it easy for everyone 
to ‘try out’ politics, move across the available political 
spectrum, taste all options and if nothing works out, 
step back into a supposedly apolitical life. It is the ease 
with which the last option [the one of turning “nor-
mal” and apolitical] can be acquired that makes irre-
sponsible dabbling in party politics so easy for most 
government servants. 

Let us agree irst that while ideological political 
commitments are absolutely acceptable, and even 
welcome, it is the tendency to engage in ‘active’ pol-
iticking, the one involving planning and negotiating, 
that vitiates work cultures and political engagements. 
This latter involvement diverts attention [of the con-
cerned government servants] from the tasks they 
draw salaries for, and should they be aligning with fac-
tions opposed to the ruling party, could also lead to 
willful compromises of policy implementation. 

Politicians rarely suffer the fallout of such situations 
and the loss, in the long run, is burdened on the public 
which the politicians and the government employees 
should be serving irst. Politics does not compromise 
governance or administration, it is the politicking by 
wannabe-politicians and their “masters” that robs 
people of delivery. For that reason alone, it is advisable 
to maintain a healthy interest in politics and also hold 
opinions, but leave the politicking to politicians.

ESTHER MARIJNEN & ROSALEEN DUFFY
theconversation.com

More than 70% of Africa’s national parks have 
been affected by war in recent decades, and 

wildlife has suffered as a result. That’s accord-
ing to a new study by researchers from Yale and 
Princeton universities, which looked at data on 
253 populations of large herbivores from 126 pro-
tected areas in 19 countries across the continent. 
The study’s authors, writing in Nature, say that fre-
quency of human con lict was “the single most im-
portant predictor of wildlife population trends” – 
better than other factors like frequency of droughts 
or the size of a protected area.

They conclude by arguing that conservation 
initiatives can be a positive part of post con lict 
peacebuilding. This raises an important set of 
questions: how do we conserve wildlife effectively 
in a warzone? And what are the challenges 
of integrating wildlife conservation with a 
peacebuilding strategy?

Armed con lict puts wildlife at risk. Animals 
can be caught in the cross ire in a very direct 
sense, or they might be poached to feed armies and 
raise revenue to fund operations. But con lict also 
has more indirect effects, as parks departments 
crumble and enforcement efforts wane, leading to 
more poaching.

All this has meant that conservation has become 
part of post-con lict reconstruction strategies in 
several countries across the world, including in 
Colombia and Cambodia.

NGOS TO THE RESCUE?
One solution lies in the creation of public-private 
partnerships, in which governments (to a varying 
degree) transfer the management of a protected 
area “under threat” to an NGO. The new park 
directors will typically be from outside the country 

(often white men) and are presented as “neutral” 
actors merely “enforcing the law” in a volatile 
landscape. The assumption is that such approaches 
will lead to well-governed spaces, which will have 
a positive trickle-down effect on political and 
economic outcomes in the wider area.

For this reason Virunga, a national park in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo known for its rare 
mountain gorillas, is now managed by a British 
NGO, the Virunga Foundation, in a move part 
initiated and funded by the European Commission. 
Something similar has happened with Garamba 
(also DRC) and Chinko (Central African Republic) 
national parks which are now run by the NGO 
African Parks. 

The idea is that these separated areas can 
function as peace sanctuaries, or islands of good 
governance. Virunga in particular is often hailed 
as a success story of a besieged park that has 
recovered since the Congolese state transferred 
management responsibilities to an NGO.

CONSERVATION IS POLITICAL
Yet such transnational efforts to “save nature” have 
their problems. Though usually motivated by good 
intentions, they can become entangled within the 
complex dynamics of violent con lict. Conservation 
initiatives, including national parks and the wildlife 
within them, are not merely innocent victims of 
war, they are an inherent part of the warscape they 
are situated in.

As many national parks were created during 
colonisation, some rebel groups regard occupation 
of these spaces as a form of resistance, or a way 
to exercise and demonstrate sovereignty over 
territory and/or populations. Moreover, park 
guards and their managers are not politically-
neutral agents. In the Central African Republic one 
park ranger who received paramilitary training 

funded by the European Union even became 
military leader of the country’s Séléka rebel 
movement and was joined by many other foreign-
trained park guards. 

In Virunga, the “new” management works 
together with the Congolese army, despite the 
fact the army has been accused of mass hippo 
poaching in the past and has facilitated the illegal 
production of charcoal in the park together with 
rebel groups. In order to protect the wildlife, local 
people were removed from the park in military-
style operations. Not wanting to give up their 
livelihoods of ishing, agriculture or charcoal 
production, these people sought the protection 
of rebel groups to return into the park and as a 
result deadly battles between rebels and park 
guards became even more intense.

We also cannot assume that rebel groups 
are always hostile towards or “bad” for wildlife. 
While hippos have fared poorly at the hands of 
the national army, mountain gorillas have been 
relatively safe, even from rebel groups. In fact rebel 
groups in the DRC have offered their own gorilla 
tours for international visitors.

So, while the Nature study indicates that war 
is usually bad for wildlife, and that conservation 
should be part of post-con lict peacebuilding, this 
does not go far enough. We need to understand 
that wildlife protection is not a politically-neutral 
activity but rather something that should be 
seen in the context of the con lict. If this is not 
recognised then there is a risk that conservation 
will exacerbate armed con licts and cause more 
harm to animals.

[Esther Marijnen is Postdoctoral 
research fellow, University of Shef ield; 

Rosaleen Duffy is Professor of International 
Politics, University of Shef ield]

Animals are victims of human con lict, so can 
conservation help build peace in warzones?

RICHARD GUNDERMAN
theconversation.com

This year marks the 100th 
anniversary of the great 

in luenza pandemic of 1918. 
Between 50 and 100 million 
people are thought to have 
died, representing as much 
as 5 percent of the world’s 
population. Half a billion 
people were infected.

Especially remarkable 
was the 1918 lu’s 
predilection for taking the 
lives of otherwise healthy 
young adults, as opposed to 
children and the elderly, who 
usually suffer most. Some 
have called it the greatest pandemic 
in history.

The 1918 lu pandemic has been 
a regular subject of speculation 
over the last century. Historians and 
scientists have advanced numerous 
hypotheses regarding its origin, 
spread and consequences. As a result, 
many of us harbor misconceptions 
about it.

By correcting these 10 myths, we 
can better understand what actually 
happened and learn how to prevent 
and mitigate such disasters in the 
future.
1. THE PANDEMIC ORIGINATED IN 
SPAIN
No one believes the so-called “Spanish 
lu” originated in Spain.

The pandemic likely acquired this 
nickname because of World War I, 
which was in full swing at the time. 
The major countries involved in the 
war were keen to avoid encouraging 
their enemies, so reports of the 
extent of the lu were suppressed in 
Germany, Austria, France, the United 
Kingdom and the U.S. By contrast, 
neutral Spain had no need to keep 
the lu under wraps. That created 
the false impression that Spain was 
bearing the brunt of the disease.

In fact, the geographic origin of 
the lu is debated to this day, though 
hypotheses have suggested East Asia, 
Europe and even Kansas.
2. THE PANDEMIC WAS THE WORK 
OF A ‘SUPER-VIRUS’
The 1918 lu spread rapidly, killing 
25 million people in just the irst six 
months. This led some to fear the 
end of mankind, and has long fueled 
the supposition that the strain of 
in luenza was particularly lethal.

However, more recent study 
suggests that the virus itself, though 
more lethal than other strains, was 
not fundamentally different from 
those that caused epidemics in other 
years.

Much of the high death rate can 
be attributed to crowding in military 
camps and urban environments, as 

well as poor nutrition and sanitation, 
which suffered during wartime. 
It’s now thought that many of the 
deaths were due to the development 
of bacterial pneumonias in lungs 
weakened by in luenza.
3. THE FIRST WAVE OF THE 
PANDEMIC WAS MOST LETHAL
Actually, the initial wave of deaths 
from the pandemic in the irst half of 
1918 was relatively low.

It was in the second wave, from 
October through December of that 
year, that the highest death rates 
were observed. A third wave in spring 
of 1919 was more lethal than the irst 
but less so than the second.

Scientists now believe that 
the marked increase in deaths in 
the second wave was caused by 
conditions that favored the spread 
of a deadlier strain. People with mild 
cases stayed home, but those with 
severe cases were often crowded 
together in hospitals and camps, 
increasing transmission of a more 
lethal form of the virus.
4. THE VIRUS KILLED MOST 
PEOPLE WHO WERE INFECTED 
WITH IT
In fact, the vast majority of the 
people who contracted the 1918 lu 
survived. National death rates among 
the infected generally did not exceed 
20 percent.

However, death rates varied 
among different groups. In the 
U.S., deaths were particularly high 
among Native American populations, 
perhaps due to lower rates of 
exposure to past strains of in luenza. 
In some cases, entire Native 
communities were wiped out.

Of course, even a 20 percent 
death rate vastly exceeds a typical lu, 
which kills less than one percent of 
those infected.
5. THERAPIES OF THE DAY HAD 
LITTLE IMPACT ON THE DISEASE
No speci ic anti-viral therapies were 
available during the 1918 lu. That’s 
still largely true today, where most 
medical care for the lu aims to 
support patients, rather than cure 

them.
One hypothesis suggests that 

many lu deaths could actually be 
attributed to aspirin poisoning. 
Medical authorities at the time 
recommended large doses of 
aspirin of up to 30 grams per day. 
Today, about four grams would be 
considered the maximum safe daily 
dose. Large doses of aspirin can lead 
to many of the pandemic’s symptoms, 
including bleeding.

However, death rates seem to 
have been equally high in some 
places in the world where aspirin was 
not so readily available, so the debate 
continues.
6. THE PANDEMIC DOMINATED 
THE DAY’S NEWS
Public health of icials, law 
enforcement of icers and politicians 
had reasons to underplay the severity 
of the 1918 lu, which resulted in less 
coverage in the press. In addition to 
the fear that full disclosure might 
embolden enemies during wartime, 
they wanted to preserve public order 
and avoid panic.

However, of icials did respond. 
At the height of the pandemic, 
quarantines were instituted in many 
cities. Some were forced to restrict 
essential services, including police 
and ire.
7. THE PANDEMIC CHANGED THE 
COURSE OF WORLD WAR I
It’s unlikely that the lu changed the 
outcome of World War I, because 
combatants on both sides of the 
battle ield were relatively equally 
affected.

However, there is little doubt 
that the war profoundly in luenced 
the course of the pandemic. 
Concentrating millions of troops 
created ideal circumstances for the 
development of more aggressive 
strains of the virus and its spread 
around the globe. 
8. WIDESPREAD IMMUNIZATION 
ENDED THE PANDEMIC
Immunization against the lu as we 
know it today was not practiced in 
1918, and thus played no role in 

ending the pandemic.
Exposure to prior 

strains of the lu may have 
offered some protection. For 
example, soldiers who had 
served in the military for 
years suffered lower rates of 
death than new recruits.

In addition, the rapidly 
mutating virus likely evolved 
over time into less lethal 
strains. This is predicted by 
models of natural selection. 
Because highly lethal strains 
kill their host rapidly, they 
cannot spread as easily as 
less lethal strains.
9. THE GENES OF THE VIRUS 

HAVE NEVER BEEN SEQUENCED
In 2005, researchers announced that 
they had successfully determined the 
gene sequence of the 1918 in luenza 
virus. The virus was recovered from 
the body of a lu victim buried in the 
permafrost of Alaska, as well as from 
samples of American soldiers who 
fell ill at the time.

Two years later, monkeys infected 
with the virus were found to exhibit 
the symptoms observed during the 
pandemic. Studies suggest that the 
monkeys died when their immune 
systems overreacted to the virus, a 
so-called “cytokine storm.” Scientists 
now believe that a similar immune 
system overreaction contributed to 
high death rates among otherwise 
healthy young adults in 1918.
10. THE 1918 PANDEMIC OFFERS 
FEW LESSONS FOR 2018
Severe in luenza epidemics tend to 
occur every few decades. Experts 
believe that the next one is a question 
not of “if” but “when.”

While few living people can recall 
the great lu pandemic of 1918, we can 
continue to learn its lessons, which 
range from the commonsense value 
of handwashing and immunizations 
to the potential of anti-viral drugs. 
Today we know more about how to 
isolate and handle large numbers 
of ill and dying patients, and we can 
prescribe antibiotics, not available in 
1918, to combat secondary bacterial 
infections. Perhaps the best hope lies 
in improving nutrition, sanitation 
and standards of living, which render 
patients better able to resist the 
infection.

For the foreseeable future, lu 
epidemics will remain an annual 
feature of the rhythm of human life. 
As a society, we can only hope that we 
have learned the great pandemic’s 
lessons suf iciently well to quell 
another such worldwide catastrophe.

[the writer is Chancellor’s 
Professor of Medicine, Liberal 

Arts, and Philanthropy, 
Indiana University]

The ‘greatest pandemic in history’ was 100 years ago-
but many of us still get the basic facts wrong
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Mamata 
remembers 
former CM 
Jyoti Basu 
on his death 
anniversary
K , J  17 (PTI): 
West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee today 
remembered former Chief 
Minister Jyoti Basu on his 
eighth death anniversary.

“Solemnly remem-
bering former Chief Min-
ister Jyoti Basu on his 
death anniversary,” Ba-
nerjee wrote on her Twit-
ter handle this morning. 

Basu, the longest 
serving chief minis-
ter of West Bengal, had 
passed away on this day 
in 2010. The CPI(M) pa-
triarch had served as 
CM from 1977 to 2000.

Even after relinquish-
ing of ice as chief minis-
ter in 2000, he continued 
to play a big role in the 
CPI(M) and Indian poli-
tics till repeated bouts of 
illness inally took their 
toll.

Born on July 8, 1914, 
he had led Marxists to 
power for ive consecu-
tive times in West Bengal.

ADITI KHANNA
L , J  17 (PTI): A 
Scottish university today an-
nounced an agreement with 
the New Town Kolkata Devel-
opment Authority (NKDA) to 
collaborate on a new satellite 
city in West Bengal.

The agreement will see 
academics from the Institute 
for Future Cities (IFC) at Uni-
versity of Strathclyde work 
with of icials at the NKDA on 
research and the sustainable 
development of the smart city 
dubbed New Town Kolkata.

“India will be the world’s 

second-largest source of ur-
ban growth in the next 30 
years with hundreds of mil-
lions more Indians moving 
to cities. We need to ensure 
the cities of the future are 
sustainable both economical-
ly and environmentally and 
are good places to live,” said 
Richard Bellingham, director 
of IFC.

“New Town Kolkata is a 
major initiative which is a 
good match for the skills at 
the University of Strathclyde, 
which places an emphasis on 
‘useful learning’. We want to 

make a difference; this is the 
kind of collaboration where 
our research and expertise 
can be put into practice in the 
real world,” he added.

New Town is a rapidly-ex-
panding planned residential 
and information technology 
hub to the north-east of Kolk-
ata, covering 11 square miles 
with a current population of 
30,000.

Its leaders have a strong 
interest in deploying and test-
ing innovative solutions that 
work in a Kolkata context, the 
university noted.

The Strathclyde research-
ers will share expertise, data 
and identify issues for joint 
action, with a focus on key 
issues for Kolkata including 
sustainable energy, reducing 
pollution, increasing resil-
ience and optimising trans-
port systems.

The agreement, signed by 
Bellingham, was exchanged 
with Debashi Sen, Additional 
Chief Secretary, IT, West Ben-
gal, by Bruce Bucknell, the 
British Deputy High Commis-
sioner.

Sen noted: “New Town is 

already approved as one of 
the 100 smart cities of India. 
It is also an IT and Education-
al Hub. It aspires to be a fu-
ture-ready, green and happy 
city.

The collaboration with the 
Institute of Future Cities will 
help New Town to move in 
that direction at an accelerat-
ing pace.”

The pact follows a busi-
ness delegation led by West 
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee to Scotland in No-
vember.

University of Strathclyde 

said its agreement with NKDA 
follows two separate collab-
oration agreements signed 
between Strathclyde and Tata 
Institute of Social Sciences in 
Mumbai and The Energy Re-
search Institute (TERI), Delhi.

The Institute for Future 
Cities at the University of 
Strathclyde brings together 
governments, businesses, ac-
ademics and citizens to imag-
ine and engage with the future 
of our cities, and explore how 
to make cities more success-
ful, healthier, safer and more 
sustainable for us all.

Scottish varsity strikes pact for new satellite city in Bengal

K , J  17 
(PTI): The Nepal gov-
ernment today inalised 
temporary capitals and 
chiefs of seven provinces 
across the Himalayan na-
tion, of icials said.

The decision was 
taken during a Cabi-
net meeting chaired by 

Prime Minister Sher Ba-
hadur Deuba.

Biratnagar would be 
the capital of Province 
No 1, the eastern part of 
Nepal surrounded by Ti-
bet from north, Sikkim 
and north part of Bengal 
from east, Bihar from 
south and Nepal’s Prov-

ince No 3 from west, Cab-
inet sources said.

Janakpur would be 
the capital of Province 
No 2, the southeastern 
part of Nepal. Hetauda 
is the capital of Prov-
ince No 3. Pokhara 
would be the capital of 
Province No 4. Rupan-

dehi has been chosen 
to be the capital of 
Province No 5, Surkhet 
of province No 6 and 
Dhangadi of province 
No 7, they said.

Similarly, the Cabinet 
has also picked names of 
governors or chiefs of all 
seven provinces.

Nepal government decides provincial
capitals and chiefs

Bhaichung Bhutia, and 
Bhaichung Bhutia Foot-
ball School [BBFS] have 
stepped up and are spon-
soring kits for the team. 

Bhaichung handed 
over two sets of jerseys 
and track suits for the 
State team members 
and of icials of the team 
– coach Pushpa Gurung 
and manager Palden 
Bhutia here at the Foot-
ball House here this 
morning.

Sikkim has been 
placed in group-C in the 
qualifying round of the 
championship alongside 
Tamil Nadu, Uttarakhand 
and Goa. Sikkim will be 
playing its irst match 
against Tamil Nadu on 28 
Jan which will followed 
by a match against Uttra-
khand on 30 Jan and the 
against Goa on 05 Feb.

Speaking to media 
persons, Bhaichung ex-
pressed his happiness 
on having received the 
opportunity to sponsor 
the State women’s team 
for the national champi-
onship. He also thanked 
BBFS for coming forward 
to support women’s foot-
ball team.

“It is a big honor and 
proud moment for me 

to support the women’s 
team of the State. It is 
good to see the growth of 
women’s football in the 
State and we will contin-
uously support our wom-
en footballers to take 
them in the higher level,” 
Bhaichung said. 

He also conveyed his 
best wishes to the team.

“Under the leadership 
of Sikkim Football Asso-
ciation president, Menla 
Ethenpa, we have been 
working towards starting 
a women’s league in the 
State in the near future 
and we also want to take 
our footballers to the pro-
fessional level,” he said.

SFA vice-president, 
Chewang Paul Sangder-
pa, thanked Bhaichung 
and BBFS for having sup-
ported the State women’s 
team. 

He added that others 
should also follow this 
initiative and come for-
ward to support wom-
en’s football in the State. 

“This encouraging 
initiative will motivate 
the team to give their 
best in the championship 
and inish in a good posi-
tion,” he said. He further 
urged the team members 
to work hard and aim 
to become professional 

footballers.
SFA coordinator, 

Phurba Sherpa stated 
that such support has mo-
tivated the SFA to work 
with renewed energy. He 
also wished the best to 
the team members.

Team coach, Pushpa 
Gurung expressed grat-
itude to Bhaichung and 
BBFS for sponsoring kits 
for the team and also 
thanked SFA for its sup-
port in the preparation of 
the team. She hoped for 
such continued support 
from all concerned to the 
development of women’s 
football in the State.

Likewise, team man-
ager, Palden Bhutia, 
stated that such support 
and guidance would en-
courage women’s foot-
ballers to give their best 
during matches and to 
take women’s football to 
a new height. 

He mentioned that 
the presence of former 
internationals like Nima 
Lhamu Bhutia, Lako 
Phuti Bhutia and Anju 
Tamang and profession-
al footballers like Srijana 
Rai and Gyurmie Dolma 
Tamang in the State team 
will boost the morale of 
other young footballers 
in the championship.

Sikkim women’s team to play
in Senior National Football...
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inal herbs, cattle feed and fodder, dalle 
chilli and cardamom as some areas of 
immediate cooperation possible be-
tween Patanjali and Sikkim.

Suggesting eco-tourism rejuvena-
tion centers for the State, he hailed 
the State for adopting such environ-
ment-friendly policies and also pro-
moting a spiritual, moral and healthy 
ambience in the state through various 
measures like the reiteration of the cow 
slaughter ban and introduction of yoga 
in schools.  

Speaking on the occasion, the Chief 
Minister said that organic farming was 
a life-saving course correction, but 
some vested-interest politicians con-
tinued to question and oppose it. 

Thanking Acharya Bal Krishna for 
his Sikkim visit, the CM asked the peo-
ple to trust the voices of such reason and 
adopt organic farming practices. 

He asked the farming community 
and stakeholders in general not to have 
any pre-conceived misconceptions 
about organic farming or dodge behind 
excuses before even trying it out in ear-
nest. 

Stating that the second phase has 
started, he said that the focus is now on 
increasing production and value-addi-
tion through better packaging, market-
ing and export. 

Asking citizens to act like social po-
lice, he asked all not to allow the use of 
any banned products in the state like 

chemical insecticides or pesticides. 
He also asked the stakeholders to 

adopt animal husbandry with irst pri-
ority in cows. He said that preservation 
of the indigenous cow breeds was now 
a priority for his government. 

He also informed that the govern-
ments will distribute water tanks to ad-
dress water storage for farming. 

Highlighting the importance of de-
veloping seed banks in the state, he 
held that many variants and species of 
indigenous food items have altogether 
perished due to lack of a proper seed 
banks. 

Asking each village to follow one 
village two crops policy, he said that 
this mission will bring economic inde-
pendence, food security, safety and en-
vironmental protection to the state. 

He also asked citizens not to leave 
any land barren and practice methods 
like mixed agriculture for sustainability 
of the earth. 

He also announced that for ive 
years, the government will provide 
farmers subsidized transport with gov-
ernment vehicles delivering products 
from farm to storage to market. 

Adding that all bazaars will have or-
ganic markets, he also asked the Pancha-
yats to consult with authorities to identi-
fy places for roadside shops and stalls.   

The Chief Minister also informed 
that the government has initiated a 
start up scheme for agriculture-based 
industries of over Rs 15 lakhs. 

Sikkim Organic fest 
kicks off with high praise 

from Patanjali CEO

A rare thangka depict-
ing four Kagyu hierarchs 
dated circa 1225, esti-
mated at Rs 5.1 - 7.67 cr 
approx (800 - 1,200,000 
USD) is also part of the 
collection.

Other pieces include 
a mandala depicting Ka-
lachakra and Vishvama-
ta, and a thangka depict-
ing two taklung lamas, 
both from Tibet.

“Marked by connois-
seurship, taste and pas-
sion, the Ernst Collection 
of Himalayan Art is ex-
traordinary in its depth 
and captivating in its 
beauty.

“The irst dedicated 
auction of its kind in over 
12 years, the auction 
promises to be a remark-
able event in the ield of 
Indian, Himalayan and 
Southeast Asian Art,” 
Yamini Mehta, Senior 
Director, International 
Head of Indian and South 
Asian Art, said.

The auction will be 
preceded by an exhibi-
tion here between March 
15 and March 21, during 
which the entire collec-
tion will be unveiled.

Himalayan art 
at upcoming
Sotheby’s...
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S  P , J  17 (AFP): Brazilian 
World Cup winner Ronaldinho has 
formally con irmed his retirement 
from football, more than two years 
since his last appearance as a 
professional, reports in Brazil said.

The 37-year-old former Paris 
Saint-Germain and Barcelona 
star, a key member of the Brazil 
side which won the World Cup in 
2002, last played in 2015 during 
a brief stint with Fluminense.

However his brother and 
agent Roberto Assis said he 
would not play again and would 
now concentrate on tribute 
events.

“He stopped, we’re going to 
do something really big, nice, 
after the World Cup in Russia, 
probably in August, we’ll do 
several events in Brazil, Europe 
and Asia, and of course, we’re 
watching a game with the 
Brazilian team,” Assis said.

Ronaldinho’s career began 
with Gremio in Porto Alegre, his 
hometown, before he emerged 

as a star with French giants PSG.
He then spent ive years with 

Barcelona between 2003 and 
2008, helping the Catalans win 
the Champions League in 2006, 
after being awarded the Ballon 
D’Or in 2005.

He spent three more seasons 
in Europe with AC Milan between 
2008 and 2011 before returning 
to Brazil, where he played with 
Flamengo and Atletico Mineiro.

A season in Mexico with 
Queretaro was followed by his 

return to Brazil and Fluminense, 
for whom he played seven times 
before cutting short his contract.

For Brazil, Ronaldinho made 
97 appearances, scoring 33 goals, 
including two in the 2002 World 
Cup in Japan and South Korea.

Ronaldinho retires from football- brother

N  D , J  17 (PTI): In a 
visual treat, Kathak and folk dances 
of Cambodia, Malaysia, Thailand 
and other countries will be seen 
together this Republic Day, as a 
group of students of a school here 
will perform during the parade, 
marking the Indo-ASEAN ties.

They will be among the 770 
students who will take part in the 
grand celebration at Rajpath on 
January 26.

In an unprecedented event, 
leaders from the 10 ASEAN 
members -- Thailand, Vietnam, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, the 
Philippines, Singapore, Myanmar 
(Burma), Cambodia, Laos and 
Brunei -- will be the chief guests in 
the Republic Day celebrations.

“A total of 150 of students 
from the Mount Abu Public School 
in Delhi’s Rohini, will present a 
colourful performance, dressed 
in the traditional attire of the 10 
countries. Some of them would also 
be in Indian costume, representing 

the 25 years of partnership of 
India with ASEAN,” a senior of icial 
said today.

A preview for the media 
was held here, with some of the 
selected students sharing the 

excitement ahead of the big day.
Deepti Singh, 13, a student of 

Class 8 at the Mount Abu Public 

School, dressed up in a traditional 
ilipina women costume, said, 

“We are so thrilled to perform on 
Rajpath. I will be representing the 
folk dance of the Philippines. And a 
few students will do Kathak.”

Anushaka Sharma, 12, said, 
“I will represent the Malaysian 
culture. We did some research on 
Internet and saw videos, and it 
took us about a month to get the 
hang of it.

But, we learned so much about 
other countries.”

There will be a total of ive 
performances by the students, 
including two from the Directorate 
of Education (DoE), Delhi 
government, and one each by the 
groups from the North East Zone 
Cultural Centre and the South 
Central Zone Cultural Centre of the 
Ministry of Culture.

“The students from the South 
Central Zone, Nagpur, will perform 
the Baredi folk dance related to 
cattle farm culture and those from 

the North East Zone, Dimapur, will 
do Sangrai folk dance of Tripura, 
performed by Mog tribe in the 
month of April,” Deputy Director 
(Physical Education), Delhi’s DoE, 
Harjeet Kaur, said.

Students of the Rani 
Chennamma Sarvodaya Kanya 
Vidyalaya, Jahangirpuri, will be 
the irst to perform, with a song 
‘Bharat Ke Rang’ and the Oxford 
Foundation School, Najafgarh will 
give a performance themed on 
‘Shikshit Bharat, Sashakt Bharat’.

Asked how many slum children 
would be participating in the grand 
celebrations, Kaur said, “Most of 
the students coming from the South 
Central Zone are slum-dwellers, 
and many students of the school 
in north west Delhi’s Jahangirpuri 
area, are also from slums.”

“Most students are from Classes 
8, 9 ad 11, and a few students fro 
Class 7 also. They have practiced 
really hard on Rajpath and are now 
raring to go,” she said.

R-Day: Indian students to present folk dances of ASEAN region

T , 
J  17 (PTI): Kerala- 
declared the irst 
complete literate state 
in the country over two 
decades ago -- is now 
gearing up for a second 
mass literacy movement 
to eradicate illiteracy 
totally by covering all left 
over sections.

The southern state 
had achieved the full 
literate tag on April 18, 
1991 as per the norms 
of UNESCO, which says 
attaining literacy by 90 
per cent of the population 
would be considered as 
complete literate.

Even though the state 
is known for its high 
literacy index and low 
school drop out rate, still 
18 lakh people in Kerala 
are illiterate, revealed 
the 2011 Census.

Under the new drive, 
the authorities are 
targeting to achieve 100 
per cent literacy covering 
each and every person 
in all strata of society, 
of icial sources here said.

The state-run 
Kerala State Literacy 
Mission is launching the 
programme, under the 
title “Aksharalaksham”, 
on January 26, the 
Republic Day, to achieve 
the goal.

Eradicating illiteracy 
among marginalised 
groups like tribals, isher 
folks and slum-dwellers 
would be given thrust in 
the drive, a top of icial 
said.

The mission has 
already completed a 
ward-level survey as 
an initial phase of the 
programme and those 
identi ied as illiterates 
would be started with 
study classes on the 
Republic Day, she said.

“Our motto is to 
eradicate illiteracy 
completely and achieve 
100 per cent literacy in 
the state by all means,” 
Literacy Mission director 
P S Sreekala told PTI.

There are some 
technical differences 
between the complete 
eradication of illiteracy 
and achieving total 
literacy, she said.

“As per the UNESCO 
norms, 90 per cent of 
the population should be 

literate to declare a state 
as complete literate.

That’s how Kerala 
was declared so in 
1990s. But, the present 
igures show that there 

are still a large number 
of illiterates in the state,” 
she said.

According to the 
2011 census, the literacy 
rate of the state is 94 per 
cent which was 90.86 per 
cent in 2001.

T h e 
“A k s h a r a l a k s h a m ” 
initiative is planned to 
be implemented in 2,086 
wards out of the total 
20,000 wards across the 
state in the initial phase, 
Sreekala said.

The survey to 
identify illiterates was 
carried out under the 
aegis of respective 
ward members and 
‘saksharatha pracharaks’ 
under the Mission, she 
said adding a total of 
44,667 volunteers, of 
them 37,012 women, had 
taken part in it.

Besides the details of 
illiterates, those of school 
dropouts in these wards 
had also been collected.

“Thousands of people 
have participated in the 
survey. We are planning 
to codify the results and 
declare it on January 20,” 
she said.

Later, classes would 
be started for them 
on January 26 at the 
respective learning 
centres of the mission in 
each ward.

A total of 100 hours 
of instruction is planned 
and examinations will be 
held for them in April, 
she said adding learners 
from the age of 15 years 
are the target group.

“We hope that we can 
declare these wards as 
complete literate by April 
18 this year. In the next 
phase, rest of the wards 
will be brought under the 
initiative.”

The literacy mission 
has also started 
programmes to educate 
the illiterate migrant 
population, who come to 
the state seeking greener 
pastures. Kerala had 
become the irst state in 
the country to achieve 
total primary education 
last year.

Kerala gears
up for second literacy

movement

M , J  17 (PTI): The Jewish 
community will mark Israel Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s 
Mumbai visit with the launch of 
‘Namaste Shalom’, a regular monthly 
magazine on bilateral relations 
between the two friendly nations.

The magazine would be launched at 
the Magen David Synagogue at Byculla 
in south Mumbai tomorrow, Ralphy 
Jhirad, the editorial board member of 
the magazine, told PTI.

Jhirad, who is also the president 
and managing trustee of Bene Israel 
Heritage Museum and Genealogical 
Centre, said the magazine’s editorial 
advisory board includes MPs Poonam 
Mahajan and Rajeev Chandrasekhar.

President Ram Nath Kovind, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and Israeli 
ambassador to India Daniel Carmon 
have welcomed the magazine and sent 
congratulatory messages, he said.

“The magazine is planned to carry 
forward the great initiative of Modi and 

Netanyahu to strengthen India-Israel 
relations and provide a platform for 
exchanging views between Indians and 
Jews the world over,” Jhirad said.

In his message to the magazine, 
Modi said, “The deep friendship of the 
Indian people with Israel is something 

worth celebrating. The bond between 
the two nations goes back centuries 
in time and will continue to grow 
stronger.”

President Kovind in his message 
said, “India-Israel relations are weaved 
with threads of culture, civilisational 

values and mutual trust. More than 
2,000 years ago, the Jews arrived in 
India. They found love, equality and 
a family-like reception. This was an 
expression of the core beliefs of India’s 
ancient culture and its people.”

The inaugural issue of the magazine 
has an interview with Maharashtra 
Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis, 
where he speaks at length about his 
Israel tour in 2015, Jhirad said.

“The farmers in Maharashtra stand 
to gain hugely from Israel’s agro-
technology and water management 
systems,” Fadnavis said in the 
interview.

The inaugural issue of the magazine, 
under the leadership of former MP 
Tarun Vijay, has received wide support, 
Jhirad said.

“This may be the irst time that 
a magazine devoted to India-Israel 
relations is being launched in a Jew 
synagogue, underlining the close ties 
between the two nations,” he said.

‘Namaste Shalom’ mag launch during Netanyahu’s Mumbai visit

M , J  17 (PTI): 
Beaten and bruised in 
their last home game, 
Mumbai City FC will 
look to defeat Bengaluru 
FC when the two sides 
clash here Thursday in 
an Indian Super League 
(ISL) encounter.

A win on their home 
turf will ease pressure 
on Mumbai, currently 
placed on the ifth spot 
with as many as four 
wins in 10 games.

Also, the home side 
will be keen to seek 
revenge as they had faced 
a 2-0 drubbing from 
Bengaluru in Bengaluru 
on November 19.

But the home 
team will face a tough 
challenge from the 
Bengaluru boys who have 
an inspirational player in 
Sunil Chhetri, known to 

turn things around, and 
they, too, would be keen 
to taste victory at the 
Mumbai Football Arena 
in suburban Andheri.

Bengaluru are 
presently placed on the 
second spot with six wins 
from 10 matches, while 
the season has been a 

mixed bag for Mumbai. 
But the visitors had lost 
to Delhi Dynamos 2-0 
in their last game and 
would look to come back 
to winning ways from 
this game.

Likewise, in the last 
home game, Mumbai 
were drubbed by the 

Kerala Blasters 1-0 on 
Sunday.

But Mumbai’s 
defence is solid with a 
back-line comprising 
defenders Gerson Vieira 
and Lucian Goian, backed 
up by an alert custodian 
in Amrinder Singh, who 
on numerous occassions, 

has saved goals for his 
team. They also have 
another goal-keeper in 
Kunal Sawant, who can 
chip in if required.

And their defence 
will have to put their act 
together if they want 
to stop the opposition 
strikers.

For the home 
side, striker Balwant 
Singh, Brazilian 
Everton Santos, highly-
impressive attacking 
mid-fielders Brazilian 
Thiago Santos and 
Cameroonian Achille 
Emana can breach 
any good defence and 
Bengaluru’s one would 
be no exception.

In the last games, 
Mumbai missed many 
opportunities to score 
and they would have to 
pull up their socks at their 

citadel to clinch a win.
For Benguluru, 

apart from Chhetri, 
the other strikers are 
Udanta Kumam, Braulio 
Nobrega, who also need 
to ire up to score.

Their mid- ielders 
like Edu Garcia, Antonio 
Dovale and Erik Paartalu 
will need to play their 
roles to perfection and 
so as the defenders such 
as Rahul Bheke, Collin 
Abranches, Juanan.

But with a ine 
attacking line-up and 
equally impressive 
defensive skills, the 
Alexandre Guimaraes-
managed Mumbai look 
hard to beat at home and 
Bengaluru will need to 
bring on all their energy 
to vanquish them in their 
den. The match starts at 
8 PM.

Mumbai City FC look for revenge against Bengaluru FC

All 14 types 
of Rs 10 coin 
valid, legal 
tender: RBI
M , J  17 (PTI): 
All the 14 designs of 
Rs 10 coin are valid 
and legal tender for 
transactions, the Reserve 
Bank said on Wednesday 
amid reluctance by 
certain traders to accept 
the coins.

“It has come to 
the notice of the 
Reserve Bank that in 
certain places there is 
reluctance on part of 
traders and members 
of public to accept 
Rs 10 coins due to 
suspicion about their 
genuineness,” the RBI 
said while reiterating 
legal tender status of 
the coins of different 
designs.
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(Including Super Prize Amt) (Including Super Prize Amt) (Including Super Prize Amt)

Cons. Prize Rs.9496/- 91585 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9496/- 41923 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9496/- 32852 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
07755 18403 59442 61016 65878 16288 24059 29957 31680 38708 07482 08054 31709 34355 37317
72537 90473 91278 97766 99767 40555 46957 56367 68848 89046 38579 60189 69788 94283 96894
3rd Prize Rs.500/- 1537 2176 2312 3011 3231 5386 6169 7200 9288 9800 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0423 2162 3664 3984 4187 5996 6507 7687 8004 9254 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 1731 2946 3148 5346 5888 6178 6332 7331 8829 9670
4th Prize Rs.250/- 1771 2441 5370 6707 6802 7449 7913 8357 8806 9102 4th Prize Rs.250/- 0086 1084 1674 1685 3002 3656 4806 5204 6732 8722 4th Prize Rs.250/- 1021 1610 1832 2620 2861 3570 5529 6781 7265 7928
5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/-
0098 0118 0212 0243 0245 0442 0480 0643 0745 0756 0042 0105 0112 0498 0503 0634 0776 1071 1148 1256 0295 0486 0531 1006 1032 1207 1478 1598 1680 1691
0819 1005 1039 1070 1327 1746 1983 2069 2228 2261 1303 1347 1354 1361 1364 1515 1551 1655 1758 1762 1693 1752 1771 1884 1960 2003 2019 2492 2780 2865
2564 2640 2697 2741 2806 2807 2877 3036 3315 3358 1915 2077 2195 2264 2394 2407 2490 2602 2724 2902 2956 2974 3002 3030 3094 3242 3246 3247 3318 3320
3476 3482 3532 3616 3667 3749 3885 3899 3918 3999 2903 3001 3097 3149 3198 3227 3356 3419 3489 3534 3325 3399 3484 3568 3571 3599 3645 3670 3687 3777
4075 4182 4323 4478 4499 4815 4840 4858 5040 5189 3742 3877 4118 4224 4399 4552 4596 4709 4811 5019 4093 4307 4381 4675 4886 4915 5147 5164 5345 5412
5286 5363 5569 5601 5606 5627 5758 5845 6048 6167 5195 5229 5548 5688 5834 5845 5916 5960 6115 6258 5512 5696 5755 5780 5845 5914 5915 6143 6211 6297
6185 6452 6575 6592 6623 6649 6657 6662 6721 6724 6273 6310 6317 6365 6398 6406 6412 6451 6740 6750 6331 6346 6443 6451 6454 6622 6928 7230 7364 7376
6745 6920 7017 7118 7119 7244 7289 7369 7501 7564 6790 6838 6858 6889 6953 7113 7257 7279 7325 7342 7668 7706 7917 7982 8052 8061 8086 8194 8199 8210
7711 7803 7910 8025 8153 8173 8497 8711 8781 8908 7591 7595 7601 7819 7969 8295 8433 8572 8649 8693 8303 8368 8413 8553 8686 8769 8774 8887 8928 8931
9157 9236 9409 9455 9648 9741 9748 9762 9814 9952 8695 8712 8877 9140 9498 9504 9543 9660 9688 9781 9069 9217 9284 9347 9484 9611 9704 9707 9714 9725

Issued by: 
The Director, Nagaland State Lotteries, Kohima, Nagaland
For Results, Please visit: www.nagalandlotteries.com
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 LABHLAXMI GEMINI  MUMBAILAXMI SEETA
 Draw No:7 DrawDate on:17/01/18  Draw No:7 DrawDate on:17/01/18
 1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 4780  1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 2069 2nd Prize Rs.2,000/- 2969
 2nd Prize Rs.1,000/- 3071 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 3606  3rd Prize Rs.1,000/- 5111 4th Prize Rs.502/- 1924
 4th Prize Rs.300/- 5353 5th Prize Rs.  202/- 6410  5th Prize Rs.220/-
 6th Prize Rs.100/-  1012 1019 1033 1137 1194 1207 1229 1303 1326 1336
 1002 1023 1040 1073 1091 1092 1137 1168 1189 1231  1353 1355 1364 1391 1470 1501 1563 1640 1694 1734
 1239 1272 1281 1305 1336 1353 1397 1435 1436 1440  1740 1773 1814 1858 1876 1886 1928 1929 1930 1940
 1453 1456 1507 1532 1550 1624 1641 1652 1671 1680  2018 2023 2036 2078 2088 2111 2140 2142 2202 2203
 1709 1720 1727 1860 1889 1902 1909 2019 2034 2037  2282 2302 2317 2350 2364 2366 2371 2379 2443 2449
 2070 2102 2122 2140 2171 2180 2229 2248 2274 2329  2451 2463 2473 2543 2567 2650 2654 2674 2703 2708
 2331 2386 2412 2477 2493 2595 2605 2619 2628 2645  2723 2729 2733 2753 2758 2835 2845 2899 2902 2908
 2657 2686 2732 2737 2744 2842 2843 2883 2885 2889  2915 2948 2965 3098 3105 3141 3155 3195 3217 3228
 2892 2939 2947 2958 2998 3025 3029 3032 3035 3057  3240 3293 3296 3340 3390 3410 3425 3428 3436 3541
 3085 3093 3113 3161 3227 3231 3256 3270 3283 3313  3544 3550 3551 3678 3721 3731 3764 3767 3772 3806
 3330 3374 3379 3395 3433 3460 3461 3503 3550 3563  3828 3869 3873 3876 3882 3949 3997 4010 4091 4137
 3582 3621 3634 3646 3648 3650 3670 3697 3728 3730  4152 4168 4173 4198 4201 4221 4236 4249 4251 4313
 3745 3750 3753 3780 3790 3807 3828 3843 3957 3990  4318 4344 4347 4353 4357 4402 4404 4419 4428 4432
 4018 4049 4072 4101 4121 4153 4170 4189 4215 4271  4443 4461 4465 4496 4535 4552 4556 4557 4586 4587
 4330 4357 4367 4384 4432 4502 4521 4536 4545 4560  4621 4633 4645 4646 4687 4689 4708 4726 4734 4781
 4564 4574 4607 4628 4636 4659 4715 4755 4800 4818  4793 4807 4813 4850 4881 4899 4922 4939 4963 4981
 4830 4857 4877 4889 4905 4910 4916 4993 5018 5027  5007 5019 5036 5059 5084 5088 5136 5189 5202 5217
 5032 5034 5041 5057 5078 5083 5095 5119 5139 5217  5219 5251 5253 5294 5298 5302 5311 5319 5337 5403
 5271 5300 5317 5320 5340 5364 5385 5455 5474 5477  5429 5512 5513 5520 5562 5563 5566 5604 5638 5679
 5537 5556 5562 5569 5584 5618 5632 5639 5669 5712  5719 5752 5802 5807 5815 5831 5884 5947 5975 5977
 5714 5759 5787 5827 5831 5847 5852 5902 5980 5994
 6042 6053 6071 6092 6123 6134 6165 6185 6195 6239 Issued by :
 6316 6321 6330 6341 6356 6369 6398 6423 6440 6485 The Director, Sikkim State Lotteries,
 6502 6569 6575 6581 6619 6655 6711 6712 6733 6829 Government of Sikkim,Deorali-737102,Sikkim
 6830 6833 6845 6849 6882 6903 6947 6972 6983 6996 Please Visit : www.sikkimlotteries.com
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Y , J  17 (AFP): Seven 
ethnic Rakhine Buddhists died 
after Myanmar police opened 
ire on a crowd trying to seize 

a government of ice, of icials 
said today, in fresh violence in 
a febrile state already scarred 
by ethnic and religious hatred.

The incident unfurled 
as around 5,000 Buddhists 
gathered late Tuesday for 
a nationalist ceremony in 
Mrauk U, a town that has so 
far remained unscathed by the 
military’s crackdown on the 
region’s minority Rohingya 
Muslim community.

It was not immediately 
clear why the rally descended 
into violence.

But ethnic Rakhine, 
many of whom are poor 
and marginalised, have a 
long-standing enmity with 
the Myanmar state which is 
dominated by ethnic Bamar.

The clashes came on the 
same day that a repatriation 
agreement was signed between 
Myanmar and Bangladesh 
to start the return of some 
655,000 Muslim Rohingya 
refugees from squalid camps 
over the border.

Rakhine say the Rohingya 
are illegal “Bengali” 
immigrants to a Buddhist land.

A police spokesman blamed 
the crowd for “starting the 
violence” by throwing stones 
and barging into a district 
administrative of ice and 
hoisting the Rakhine State lag.

“Security forces asked them 
to disperse and ired warning 
shots with rubber bullets... but 
they didn’t stop, so police had 
to use real bullets,” spokesman 
Colonel Myo Soe told AFP.

“Seven people were killed 
and 13 injured,” he said 
adding more than 20 police 
were wounded by the crowd, 
who were calling for the 
“sovereignty of Rakhine state”.

Photographs showed 
bodies laid out on the loor of 
a makeshift mortuary in Mrauk 
U on Wednesday, the clothes of 
the victims stained with blood.

The shootings further raise 
the temperature in an already 
combustible area of Myanmar.

“It’s not forgivable that they 
used guns,” Mrauk U lawmaker 
Oo Hla Saw of the Arakan 
National Party said, con irming 
the death toll and labelling the 
police action “a crime”.

Witness Nyi Nyi Khant, 29, 
said the clashes could have 
been prevented if the police 
had intervened earlier.

“The police had time to 
prepare to stop the crowd 
before they reached the of ice,” 
he told AFP. “They could have 
blocked the street but they did 
not do that.” 

Mrauk U, home to an 
ancient Buddhist complex of 
the last Rakhine kingdom, lies 
a few dozen kilometres from 

the epicentre of violence that 
saw Rohingya driven in their 
hundreds of thousands into 
Bangladesh since last August.

The military led a brutal 
crackdown against the 
Rohingya after militant attacks 
against border posts killed 
around a dozen police.

Rohingya say security 
forces, backed by hardline 
Rakhine mobs, torched 
hundreds of Rohingya villages 
and forced them to lee.

Refugees arriving in 
Bangladesh have brought with 
them consistent testimony of 
murder, rape and arson in the 
violence justi ied by the army 
as a legitimate response to the 

militant attacks.
Already shredded by 

communal hatreds, Rakhine 
state also has a Buddhist 
rebel group called the Arakan 
Army which is fighting 
Myanmar’s army. The clashes 
garner little attention in a state 
dominated by violence against 
the Rohingya and in a country 
where several larger ethnic 
insurgencies are burning.

Observers warned 
Tuesday’s violence could open 
a new chapter of unrest in the 
febrile state.

The United Nations said it 
“deplored” the loss of life and 
urged an investigation into “any 
disproportionate use of force”.

7 ethnic Rakhine killed as Myanmar police ire on riot

The US will give a UN agency $60m in aid for Palestinian refugees but withhold a further $65m “for future 
consideration”, the State Department says. The decision would sustain schools and health services, State 

Department spokeswoman Heather Nauert said in a daily brie ing. Ms Nauert said the department noti ied the 
United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees (UNRWA) of the decision in a letter. She said 
the Trump administration was conditioning the release of the additional funds on whether the organisation 
makes unspeci ied reforms. However, she insisted the decision was “not aimed at punishing” anyone.

W /U  
N , J  17 (PTI): 
The United States and 
the United Nations 
today insisted on safe 
and voluntary return of 
Rohingya refugees from 
Bangladesh to Myanmar.

Over 655,000 
Myanmar’s Muslim 
minority led across the 
border to Bangladesh 
since the Myanmar army 
launched a crackdown 
on Rohingya rebels in 
northern Rakhine state 
on August 25.

Though Myanmar 
authorities said that the 
campaign was aimed at 
rooting out Rohingya 
militants who attacked 
police posts on August 
25 but the UN and the 
US have said the violence 
amounts to ethnic 
cleansing.

According to the Red 
Cross estimates only 
about 300,000 Rohingya 
remain in the entire state.

“The timeline is less 
important to us than 
the ability for people to 
safely and voluntarily go 
home when it is safe to 
do so,” State Department 
Spokesperson Heather 
Nauert told reporters at 
a news conference.

She said that the US 
does not want people 
to be pushed back into 
their homes or their 
communities when they 
do not feel that it is safe.

“That’s completely 
c o u n t e r p r o d u c t ive ,” 
Nauert said while 
responding to a question 
on the agreement reached 
between Bangladesh 
and Myanmar on the 
repatriation of the 
Rohingyas.

Myanmar and 
Bangladesh have reached 
a deal on the return of 
hundreds of thousands 
of Muslim Rohingyas that 
sidelined the UN refugee 
agency.

According to the 
agreement, which was 
inalised in Myanmar’s 

capital Naypyidaw 
this week, a two-year 
deadline has been set for 
the repatriation of the 
Rohingya.

“They don’t want that, 
we don’t want that, the 
nations don’t necessarily 
want that either. So it has 
to be safe and voluntary,” 
she said.

Nauert said religious 
freedom, which is taken 
for granted in the US 
is under serious attack 
throughout the world.

“In Myanmar, 
Rohingyas have been 
the victims of ethnic 
cleansing at the hands 

of Myanmar’s security 
forces and also local 
vigilantes.

“Across South Asia, 
members of religious 
minorities experience 
societal discrimination 
and violence which is 
exacerbated by laws 
and policies that punish 
speech, restrict religious 
conversions, or ban 
certain beliefs,” she said, 
adding that protecting 
and promoting 
religious freedom is a 
priority of this Trump 
administration.

Meanwhile, at 
the United Nations 
headquarters in New 
York, UN Secretary 
General Antonio 
Guterres also insisted on 
safe and voluntary return 
of Rohingya refugees.

“What is essential on 
this is to make sure that 
the return is voluntary; 
it is in safety and dignity 
and that people are 
allowed to come back 
to their places of origin, 
which means that the 
huge effort of investment, 
because there is a lot 
of reconstruction to be 
done, and a huge effort of 
reconciliation is needed 
to allow it to take place 
properly,” Guterres told 
reporters.

The worst, he said, 
would be to move these 
people from camps in 
Bangladesh to camps 
in Myanmar, keeping 
an arti icial situation 
for a long time and not 
allowing for them to 
regain their normal lives.

“We will be, of course, 
ready to do everything 
possible, to support 
a movement taking 
place, as I said, based 
on voluntariness, safety, 
dignity, and in respect to 
international standards,” 
he said, adding that the 
UN or its UNHRC was not 
involved in the agreement 
between Bangladesh and 
Myanmar on the issue.

In relation to the 
agreement, the UN 
Secretary General said, 
usually, this is dealt with 
in trilateral agreements 
between the two states 
concerned and the 
UNHCR.

“The UNHCR was 
not involved directly in 
the management of the 
agreement even if they 
were consulted. And 
we believe it would be 
very important to have 
UNHCR fully involved 
in the operation to 
guarantee that the 
operation abides by 
international standards,” 
Guterres said.

US, UN for safe, voluntary
return of Rohingyas 

to Myanmar

S , J  17 (AFP): South 
Korea’s trade de icit in kimchi, 
its proud traditional side dish of 
fermented cabbage, reached an all-
time high last year as low-priced 
Chinese imports looded the 
market, statistics showed today.

The spicy foodstuff is 
emblematic of Korean cuisine and 
accompanies almost every meal 
served in the country, whatever 
its culinary origins, with kimchi-
making still an important annual 
ritual for many families.

But the commercial market 
has been deluged by Chinese 
producers in recent years, 
resulting in what has been dubbed 
the “kimchi de icit”.

South Korea imported more 
than 275,000 tonnes of kimchi 
last year, 99 percent of it from 

China, the Korea Customs Service 
(KCS) said, and exported just over 
24,000 tonnes.

The de icit stood at 47.3 million 
by value, up 11 percent year-on-
year and the largest since the KCS 
began tracking the data in 2000.

Price is a major factor in 
the trade, with imports costing 
just 0.50 per kilogram in 2016 
according to Korea Agro-Fisheries 
& Food Trade Corp., while exports 
-- primarily destined for Japan -- 
averaged 3.36 per kilogram.

According to South Korea’s 
World Institute of Kimchi, 89.9 per 
cent of the kimchi purchased by 
South Korean restaurants in 2016 
was imported from China.

The kimchi trade irst went 
into de icit in 2006, triggering 
soul-searching and a headline-

grabbing scandal.
UNESCO inscribed South 

Korean kimchi on its intangible 
cultural heritage list in 2013, 
saying: “It forms an essential part 
of Korean meals, transcending 
class and regional differences.

Kimchi-making “reaf irms 
Korean identity and is an excellent 
opportunity for strengthening 
family cooperation”, it added, and a 
reminder that human communities 
need to live in harmony with 
nature.

There are regional differences 
in the product, UNESCO added, 
and the speci ic methods and 
ingredients are considered an 
important family heritage, typically 
transmitted from a mother-in-law 
to her newly married daughter-in-
law.

S Korea’s ‘kimchi de icit’ hits record high
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EtCETERA

A R C T I C   C I R C L E  - HALLATT

B A B Y   B L U E S  - KIRKMAN & SCOTT

L O C K H O R N S  - HOEST & REINER

ARIES: An intense conversation 
with a close friend or romantic part-
ner could bring you closer to this 
person. You probably share a num-
ber of goals, Aries, and discussions 
could lead to how you could work 
together in order to make them hap-
pen for both of you. You’re more 
likely to take the lead, however, 
since your communicative abilities 
are particularly high right now. Put 
your heads together and move for-
ward! Enjoy!  
TAURUS: Discussions with oth-
ers could result in new plans and 
opportunities for advancing your-
self on any level you wish: career, 
fi nancial, or social. Inner resources 
may come to light that you might 
not have been aware of before. You 
could also decide to make use of 
creative abilities that have lain fal-
low for a while. Give some care-

ful thought to the next couple of 
months, Taurus. So many ideas may 
come your way that it might not be 
feasible to try to use them all.  
GEMINI: Your life circumstances 
may have altered so much in the 
past few months that you could be 
in an entirely diff erent space than 
ever before, Gemini. Success and 
good fortune have increased your 
self-image, and business and money 
matters should be going well. Today 
you should pause to take some time 
to assess your situation and decide 
in which direction you want to go. 
You now have it in your power to 
make dreams come true.  
CANCER: You may have preferred 
not to acknowledge your own psy-
chic abilities in the past, Cancer, but 
today they could prove impossible 
to ignore. Visions, premonitions, 
and telepathic messages from others 

could pop into your mind all day. This 
shouldn’t be treated as something 
strange, but rather you should regard 
it as a source of inner power. Abilities 
like this increase your understanding 
of others as well as yourself.  
LEO: The recent completion of 
one or more long-term goals may 
cause you to pause today and con-
sider what you’re going to aim for 
next. Don’t be afraid to be more 
ambitious than before, Leo, because 
you’ve acquired an inner power that 
gives you more confi dence and a 
stronger belief in yourself. It is be-
lief in our own self-worth that gives 
us the power to move mountains. 
Don’t be surprised if over the next 
few months you fi nd yourself mov-
ing a few!  
VIRGO: Recent career advances 
may have you wondering where to 
go next. You could be considering 

taking some time off  to travel or per-
haps advance your education. You 
aren’t likely to want to rest on your 
laurels, Virgo. Striving to reach new 
horizons is important to you, and 
today is the perfect day to consider 
what horizons are the most critical to 
you now. Nonetheless, it’s important 
to be sure. Don’t feel the need to rush 
into anything just yet.  
LIBRA: A new and highly com-
pelling interest may have captured 
your imagination. You could fi nd 
it diffi  cult to think of much else, 
Libra, and so it might be a good 
idea to try to fi nd the most bene-
fi cial ways to pursue this subject. 
Your abilities for in-depth study are 
enhanced by intuition, so reading 
could well prove especially bene-
fi cial right now. Classes and work-
shops could give you assistance 
as well as information. Find what 

works best for you!  
SCORPIO: Today you might turn 
your attention toward discovering 
new ways to advance yourself fi -
nancially, Scorpio. You’re likely to 
be more aware than usual of your 
inner power. Reading about various 
possibilities could be enlightening, 
especially as you’re feeling partic-
ularly capable today and therefore 
more likely to be able to zero in on 
whatever method is best for you. 
You might want to sequester your-
self from everybody in order to be 
able to concentrate.  
SAGITTARIUS: Events both in 
your personal and public arenas 
could give you a new and unexpect-
ed sense of power over your own 
destiny, Sagittarius. Perhaps hard 
work has paid off  in career and fi -
nancial advancement. Support and 
encouragement from friends and 

family are likely to spur you on to 
further accomplishments, particu-
larly in areas requiring leadership. 
If you make good use of these abil-
ities now, this trend could continue.  
CAPRICORN: Visitors in the 
home could share stories of strange 
experiences of some sort, perhaps 
intense and vivid dreams, visions, 
or maybe premonitions that have 
come true. This could spark some 
deep thought, Capricorn, causing 
you to refl ect on similar experiences 
of your own. It might be a good idea 
for you and your friends to attend 
some classes or workshops on psy-
chic development. The experiences 
will probably continue, and they’re 
more understandable when you 
know what to look for.  
AQUARIUS: Today you could 
enter a new romantic relationship, 
Aquarius, or you could experience a 

new sense of unity and commitment 
within an existing one. Whichever 
it is, the relationship might become 
very intense, so be sure that you and 
your partner make the eff ort to give 
each other plenty of space. Power-
ful bonds can lead to great strength 
as a couple, but they can also bind 
and constrict if each party isn’t al-
lowed to grow and develop as an 
individual.  
PISCES: Today you’re likely to be 
feeling especially fi t and healthy 
and able to take on the most mon-
umental of tasks, Pisces. Therefore, 
you could well decide to clean out 
the basement or tear all the weeds 
out of the backyard. Take care to 
pace yourself! These things need 
to be done, but not all at once. It’s 
just as important for you to enjoy 
yourself as to spend the whole day 
working.
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18TH JANUARY 
1991- Iraq Scud Missiles: 
Iraq attacks Tel Aviv, and Hai-
fa, with Scud missiles, hoping 
to bring Israel into the Gulf 
War and turn it into a wider 
con lict including other Arab 
Nations. 
1939- Louis Armstrong: 
Louis Armstrong and his or-
chestra recorded “Jeepers 
Creepers.” 
1964- Vietnam Helecop-
tor Lost: It was announced 
in a paper dated on this day 
four men total were lost af-
ter a helicopter went down 
in Vietnam near the Mouth 
of the Mekong River. Two of 
the men missing and pre-
sumed dead were from the 
United States, and one was 
from Great Britain, and an-
other was from Vietnam. The 
cause of this helicopter crash 
was an attack on the commu-
nists on both the U.S. and the 
American-supported Viet-
namese troops. Eyewitnesses 
had reported that the attack 
had knocked off this ‘copter’s 
tail rotor.  

MIME MALIK: Singer Zayn Malik kills in stripes as he 
heads out in NYC.

2006- Japan Market Crash: 
Following a crash of the Jap-
anese Nikkei share index, the 
exchange suspended share 
dealing at 1440 local time. 
The selling pressure is most-
ly a result of the Livedoor 
investigations, following alle-
gations the company had vio-
lated Japanese securities laws 
and possible fraud. In 2007 
Livedoor’s founder Takafumi 
Horie was found guilty and 
sentenced to 2.5 years in jail. 
2010- Pakistan accuses In-
dia of unprovoked shots 
across its border: Pakistani 
and Indian forces have ex-
changed ire across their bor-
der, a Pakistani spokesman 
has said. The weekend’s ire-
arms issues were the latest in 
a series of incidents that have 
been raising tension between 
the rival states, which have 
been strained since India 
suspended the peace process 
from the Pakistani militia’s 
2008 assault on the Indian 
city of Mumbai.
The latest incident took place 
on January 17th, and Indi-
an forces are said to have 
used automatic weapons and 
opened ‘unprovoked iring’ 
on Pakistani positions in the 
Sialkot area, which is north of 
Lahore. A degree of bias can 
be assumed from either side’s 
reports.

FANS WERE SENDING 
AN “SOS” ON TWITTER 
LAST NIGHT

The Jonas Brothers’ of icial 
Instagram was reactivat-

ed last night, a move that was 
irst reported by The Bache-

lor fan favorite, Ashley I.
Cue Twitter fans losing 

their minds and raising the 
question—are the JoBros 
getting back together? That’s 
what superfans of Kevin Jonas, 
Joe Jonas and Nick Jonas are 
certainly hoping and thinking!

For a refresher: The 
Jonas Brothers of icially 
broke up in October 2013 
after rumors of some serious 

drama between the bros. In 
a Good Morning, America 
interview at the time, Nick, 
the youngest JoBro, said that 
they had reached a place 
where they “feel like we’re 
best suited to do our own 
individual things, all things 
we’re passionate about, and 
choose to be brothers irst.”

The brothers have gone 
on to achieve some major 
accomplishments since their 
time together...

 After the break-up, 
Nick launched a solo career, 
releasing his platinum-
selling album Nick Jonas, 
which featured hits “Jealous” 
and “Chains.” Joe formed 

the band DNCE with fellow 
musicians JinJoo Lee, Cole 
Whittle and Jack Lawless and 
shot to the top of the charts 
with “Cake by the Ocean.”  
In 2017, the middle Jonas 
also got engaged to Game 
of Thrones actress Sophie 
Turner. Kevin Jonas and wife 
Danielle Jonas starred in a 
reality TV show for a year, 
before putting fame on the 
back burner and welcoming 
two daughters, Valentina and 
Elena, into the world.

So far, there’s no word on 
if the rumors of a reunion are 
true, but one thing’s for sure, 
Jonas Brothers fans are alive 
and well.

Kim Kardashian and Kanye 
West have welcomed 

their third child, a baby girl, 
into their family via surro-
gate, several news outlets are 
reporting. Kardashian has 
just con irmed the news on 
social media.

“Kanye and I are happy 
to announce the arrival of 
our healthy, beautiful baby 
girl,” she wrote in a post 
on her website. “We are 
incredibly grateful to our 
surrogate who made our 
dreams come true with 
the greatest gift one could 
give and to our wonderful 
doctors and nurses for 

their special care. North 
and Saint are especially 
thrilled to welcome their 
baby sister.”

Kardashian’s surrogate 
gave birth Monday, January 15 
to a girl, Kardashian revealed 
in her announcement post.

Kardashian con irmed 
she and West were expecting 
a baby girl via surrogate 
to Ellen DeGeneres back in 
November. Kimye is one of 
three Kardashian couples 
expecting: Khloé Kardashian 
and Kylie Jenner are also 
expecting their irst babies 
in March (Kylie) and March/
April (Khloé).

THIS WEEK’S TOP 10 SONGS 
ON BILLBOARD HOT 100 

1. Ed Sheeran Duet With 
Beyonce- Perfect

2. Camila Cabello Featuring 
Young Thug- Havana

3. Bruno Mars and Cardi B- 
Finesse [Remix]

4. Post Malone Featuring 21 
Savage- Rockstar

5. G-Eazy Featuring A$AP 
Rocky and Cardi B- No 
Limits

6. Imagine Dragons- Thunder
7. Halsey- Bad At Love
8. Sam Smith- Too Good At 

Goodbyes
9. Justin Timberlake- Filthy
10. Migos, Nicki Minaj and Cardi 

B- MotorSport

The Jonas Brothers Reactivated Their 
Instagram Amidst Reunion Rumors 

Kim Kardashian and 
Kanye West Welcome 

Their Third Child

MOUNI ROY TO PLAY
ANTAGONIST IN FIRST PART OF

RANBIR KAPOOR, ALIA 
BHATT TRILOGY

TV actress Mouni Roy, who came into limelight with TV serial 
Naagin, is all set for her Bollywood debut with a sport dra-

ma Gold starring Akshay Kumar. She will also share the screen 
space with Alia Bhatt and Ranbir Kapoor in Brahmastra. 

Several reports say that Mouni will reportedly 
play a negative role in Brahmastra. After completing 
the shooting of her Gold, Mouni will start 
preparing for this Ayan Mukerji directorial. 

The same report states that Alia will play the 
damsel in distress who is Ranbir’s love interest in 
the trilogy. But Mouni will play a villain in the fi rst 
part. Her character will have shades of grey.

Mumbai Mirror reports that Mouni came on board in 
October and will start shooting early this year when the 
fi lm goes on the fl oors. For now, Ayan is keeping other 
details of her role under wraps. With two projects already 
in her kitty, 2018 can become a lucky year for Mouni. 

Helmed by Yeh Jawaani Hai Deewani director Ayan 
Mukherjee, the star cast of Brahmastra will start shooting 
of the fi lm in February. Karan Johar recently shared an 
image of Ranbir, Alia and Ayan on his own offi cial Twitter 
handle when they were in Israel for certain preparations.


