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SUMMIT REPORT
G , 09 M :

A delegation led by All 
Gorkha Janjati Sang-

harsh Mahasangh pres-
ident, Kanchan Gurung 
called on Union Minis-
ter of State for Drinking 
Water and Sanitation 
and Darjeeling MP [Lok 
Sabha], S.S Ahluwalia at 
his of icial residence in 
New Delhi today to press 
their long pending de-
mand for Bhujel, Gurung, 
Mangar, Newar, Jogi, Khas, 
Rai, Sunwar, Thami, Yakha 
(Dewan) and Dhimal com-
munities in Darjeeling, 
Doars, Sikkim and other 
Gorkha dominated States 
be granted the Scheduled 
Tribe (ST) status. 

Mr Ahluwalia said a 
committee was looking 
into the matter and was 
likely to submit its report 
to the government soon.

The delegation also 
met Deputy Director 
General of the Ministry of 
Tribal Affairs and Chair-
person of the committee, 

Vishu Maini and submit-
ted a memorandum with 
regard to their demand 
for granting ST status to 
11 communities.

Mr Gurung expressed 
satisfaction over his dis-
cussion with the Chair-
person of the committee 
and thanked Mr Ahlu-
walia for his sincere ef-
forts towards getting the 
demand ful illed.

The 11 Gorkha 
sub-communities have 
been demanding the ST 
status, which will help 
them get a host of gov-
ernment bene its.

The BJP-led central 
government had con-
stituted a committee in 
April, 2016 to look into 
the demand and put for-
ward recommendations.

Ahluwalia had last 
month written to Union 
Tribal Affairs Minister 
Jual Oram, urging him to 
take appropriate mea-
sures to grant the ST 
status to the 11 Gorkha 
sub-communities.

Gorkha sub-community
leaders meet Union 

minister, seek ST status

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 09 M :

Bandana Rai of Sikkim has 
won the title of Allure Fash-

ion Tour’s Miss India 2018. The 
only contestant from entire 
North-Eastern region, Ms Rai 
also won the title of Miss Ramp 
Walk in the contest.

The 19-year-old is the 
daughter of Shova Rai and late 
Dhan Raj Rai hailing from Si-
chey, Gangtok in East Sikkim. 
She is a second semester stu-
dent of Sikkim Government Col-
lege, Tadong. She had also won 
the title of Miss Kirawa Rai Sik-
kim in 2016.

Allure Fashion Tour’s Mr & 

Miss India 2018 was organized 
by owner of Allure Tabloid, Dev 
Jindal, at Ashoka Hotel in New 
Delhi which had three catego-
ries of Mrs Classic, Mrs India 
and Miss India. The grooming 
session of the contest was held 
from 01-03 May and the grand 
inale was held on 04 May.

It is informed that more than 
50 contestants had participat-
ed in the contest. Only 19 were 
shortlisted in all three catego-
ries for the grand inale with Ms 
Rai being crowned the Allure 
Fashion Tour’s Miss India 2018 
title.

Speaking to media persons 
this afternoon, Ms Rai expressed 

her immense happiness on win-
ning the title of Miss India 2018.

“The competition was real-
ly tough with the best models 
from different States. It was a 
learning experience for me. This 
achievement has further moti-
vated and inspired me to go fur-
ther in the ield of modelling,” 
she expressed.

On winning the title of Miss 
India, she has won a one-year 
contract with the organisers and 
has also received an offer to act 
in a South Indian movie.

“I have already started my 
preparations to get an entry and 
do well in the next season of 
Femina Miss India beauty con-

test,” Bandana shared.
Apart from modelling, she 

also has interests in acting and 
dancing.

“I want to complete my grad-
uation irst and then I will fully 
focus in modelling and acting,” 
she said.

Her mother, Shova Rai, ex-
pressed happiness and satisfac-
tion on her daughter’s achieve-
ment.

“She had interest in model-
ling since her childhood and I 
am very happy with her achieve-
ments. I want every parent to 
support their children to ful ill 
their dreams,” she added.

Bandana Rai wins Allure Fashion Tour’s Miss India 2018 title

Tourist dies 
while rafting 
in Teesta 
SUMMIT REPORT
S , 09 M : A 
37-year-old Delhi resi-
dent who had come to 
Darjeeling last week with 
his wife died in a tragic 
incident after the raft in 
which he was onboard 
capsized and drowned 
him in Teesta River. The 
couple was reportedly 
together on the raft. The 
wife is currently under-
going medical examina-
tion at Siliguri after sus-
taining major injuries. 

SAGAR CHETTRI 
G , 09 M :

Two-day long regional 
workshop on Mainstream-

ing Climate Change in Disaster 
Risk with special reference to 
Glacial Lake Outburst Flood 
[GLOF] and Forest Fire in the 
Himalayas which had kicked 
off on 08 May concluded here 
at Chintan Bhawan today.

The workshop was orga-
nized by Sikkim State Disaster 
Management Authority [SSD-
MA] in collaboration with Swiss 
Agency for Development & Cor-
poration [SDC], United Nation 
Development Project [UNDP] 
and assistance from Indian In-
stitute of Planning and Admin-
istration [IIPA], Delhi.

The workshop had eminent 
personalities and experts from 
different parts of the country 
and aboard who talked on GLOF 
and climate change issues.   

Addressing a press confer-
ence after the workshop this 
evening, State Relief Commis-
sioner-cum-Secretary Land 
Revenue and Disaster Man-

agement Department, Tsegyal 
Tashi mentioned that the two-
day long workshop was very 
successful and informative. 

“The workshop discussed 
various issues related to GOLF 
and forest ires in detail. The 
workshop also provided a plat-
form for participants to know 
about experiences and practic-
es other States and countries,” 
he shared. 

He stated that Sikkim has 
taken the lead in GLOF and cli-

mate change issues. 
Mr Tashi further informed 

that the outcome from delib-
erations, suggestions and rec-
ommendation in the workshop 
will be documented and will be 
submitted to NDMA.

SSDMA Vice-Chairman, 
Prof VK Sharma stated that 
Sikkim is one of the most di-
saster prone Himalayan areas 
in the world. He added that the 
SSDMA has been working on 
short term and long term pro-

grammes and also promoting 
organisations working in di-
saster management.

Professor Sharma men-
tioned that SSDMA chaired by 
Chief Minister Pawan Chamling 
aims to make Sikkim safe envi-
ronment friendly. He added that 
the State has taken various en-
vironment friendly initiatives. 
He added that although the 
State has witnessed increase in 
forest cover, forest ire is an im-
portant issue to deliberate.

He stated that with the cli-
mate change there were possi-
bilities for the rise of level of gla-
cier lakes. On the same, he add-
ed that GOLF being a relevant 
issue for the State the purpose of 
the workshop was to merge the 
existing technologies, knowl-
edge and experiences and prac-
tice together to work effectively. 
He expressed that workshop 
also provided an opportunity to 
learn from experiences of Nepal, 
Bhutan, Switzerland and other 
States of India in these areas.

While mentioning that Na-
tional Disaster Management 
Authority [NDMA] does not 
have guidelines for forest ires 
and GOLF till date, Prof Sharma 
said, “One of the fruitful out-
comes of the workshop is the 
promise by NDMA Joint Sec-
retary during the workshop to 
take initiative to write guide-
lines on these two disasters.”

SDC India Director, Mary-
laure Crettaz mentioned about 
various works and initiatives 
of SDC in Himalayan States in-

Two-day regional workshop on
climate change concludes

WANDERING LEOPARD CAUGHT BY FOREST OFFICIALS AT VEGA CIRCLE MALL IN SILIGURI
S , 09 M : Forest Department of icials in Siliguri successfully caught a leopard near Vega Circle Mall in Salugara today. Pres-
ence of the leopard in the area had forced locals to stay indoors since the past few days. Various reports say that the leopard had been 
hiding in a warehouse located near Vega Cirlce Mall. The leopard was successfully caged by the forest of icials who had installed cages 
in various points in the area. [Smrita Khawas]

P , M  9 (IPR): 
Minister-cum-Area MLA 
of 08-Salghari Zoom 
constituency Shri Arjun 
Kumar Ghatani chaired 
a coordination meeting 
to expediate the prepa-
ration process to organ-
ise Hon`ble Chief Minis-
ter`s programme of Jana 
Samparka -Jana Samman 
Abhiyan scheduled to be 
held on 14th May 2018 at 
Pipalay, West Sikkim.

Shri Ghatani called 
for active cooperation 

and coordination to 
succeed much awaited 
function of Hon`ble Chief 
Minister`s Jana Sampar-
ka - Jana Samman Abhi-
yan. Speaking on place-
ment of demands he 
advised to submit most 
genuine demands passed 
by the Gram Sabhas and 
suggested to place social 
demands in the interest 
of people.

Minister also 
elaborated overview of 

Minister calls for active 
cooperation for CM`s 

Jana Samparka Abhiyan 

turn to pg02
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SUMMIT REPORT
G , 09 M :

Governor Shriniwas Patil 
today granted audience to 

a group of 23 officer trainees 
of 36th IPS Induction Train-
ing Course at New Raj Bha-
van in the evening. The group 
from Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
National Police Academy, Hy-
derabad was led by its Dep-
uty Director, Dr K Madhukar 
Shetty.

A press communiqué re-
ceived from Raj Bhavan informs 
that the group had reached Sik-
kim on their last leg of North 
East visit as a part of their man-
datory ten-daylong Bharat Dar-
shan programme, an integral 
component of their training 
schedule.

The Governor, while wel-
coming them to Sikkim, high-
lighted on the different aspects 
of Sikkim as a State with special 

reference to its distinct identity 
from the rest of the NE and the 
country.

He gave a brief insight over 
the history of Sikkim, its dem-
ocratic transition and how the 
State has progressed over the 
last four decades.

The Governor, in his address 
to the of icer trainees, also men-
tioned that Sikkim is the only 
insurgency free State in the NE 
besides being the most women 

friendly and peaceful, organic, 
cleanest and greenest and most 
tourist-friendly State. He also 
spoke about other unique char-
acteristics that Sikkim is known 
nationally for.

The officer trainees ex-
pressed delight on having vis-
ited Sikkim and hailed Sikkim 
as a model State on various 
counts and specifically for 
the law and order and overall 
cleanliness.

Governor meets of icer trainees of 
36th IPS Induction Training Course

Six SPCC 
party 
members 
resign, says 
Central 
Committee 
‘overlooked’ 
their requests 
SUMMIT REPORT 
G , 09 M :

Six Sikkim Pradesh 
Congress Committee 

[SPCC] party members 
sent their resignation let-
ters to All India Congress 
Committee President, 
Delhi today over the ‘fail-
ure’ of Congress Central 
Committee in New Delhi  
to help grant tribal sta-
tus to the eleven left out 
Nepali communities on 
the basis of Sikkim Sub-
ject Certi icate instead of 
caste, failure to restore 
the ‘lost’ Nepali assembly 
seats and ignoring their 
request to protect Article 
371F by providing Lim-
boo-Tamang seats from 
the existing 32 seats in 
the State Assembly.

They have sent their 
resignation letter stating 
that they are resigning 
from the party with ef-
fect from 09 May. Among 
the resigning members 
are- SPCC vice president, 
Tara Shrestha, general 
secretary, Punya Koirala, 
president [south], M.B. 
Rai along with party 
members, P.D. Lepcha, 
Lhendup Lepcha and 
Ranjit Gajmer.

In a joint press state-
ment, the resigning 
members said that the 
Congress Central Com-
mittee in New Delhi ‘did 
not heed to the issues 
raised by SPCC’. 

“Our requests were 
overlooked by the Con-
gress high command and 
thus we are resigning 
from the party as our pro-
test,” said Tara Shrestha 
in the press statement.

cluded Sikkim especially 
in ield of climate change. 
She thanked the State 
government and all stake-
holders for their active 
participation in the work-
shop to discuss key issues. 
However, she added that it 
was not just the task of the 
government but everyone 
needs to come forward 
to address these issues. 
Speaking on the good out-
come of the workshop, 
she expressed that actively 
participation from all con-
cerned sides can mitigate 
these key issues.

UNDP India Assistant 
Country Director, Preeti 
Soni spoke about the ini-
tiatives of UNDP in the 
State. She mentioned that 

the agency has been work-
ing in creating awareness 
and to build capacity of 
the people in the grass-
root level and to work on 
the spot at the same time. 
She also asserted that for-
est ires and GOLF were 
very relevant for Sikkim 
and important for climate 
change and disaster pro-
spective. “The workshop 
was a good start to bring 
all concerned stakehold-
ers together to discuss on 
these important disasters.

Responding to media 
queries, they stated that 
these disasters may hap-
pen so it cannot be ne-
glected so the awareness 
and response plans were 
important to mitigate 
these disasters.

Two-day regional workshop...
contd from pg01

G , 09 M  [IPR]: An 
interactive meeting was held 
on 9th May, 2018 at Chintan 
Bhawan, on the United Na-
tions Development Program 
(UNDP) – Swiss Agency for 
Development and Cooperation 
(SDC) project “Strengthening 
State Strategies on Climate 
Actions in Sikkim”, under the 
chairmanship of the Chief Sec-
retary, Government of Sikkim, 
Dr. Alok Shrivastava. The UN-
DP-SDC project was conceptu-
alised with the Ministry of En-
vironment Forests and Climate 
Change (MOEFCC), Govern-
ment of India and the Depart-
ment of Science, Technology 
and Climate Change (DSTCC) 
is the State Nodal Agency for 
implementing the project.

Sikkim being a mountain-
ous state is especially vulnera-
ble to climate change and the 
primary objective of the proj-
ect is to create a replicable and 
scalable model for the imple-
mentation of the State Action 
Plan on Climate Change (SAP-
CC) at the state level. The three 

sectors prioritised for the state 
of Sikkim are forests, disaster 
management and water. 

Prioritised activities being 
implemented under the for-
est sector are invasive species 
mapping, forest ire suscepti-
bility and risk mapping, and 
development and conservation 
of forest corridors by the Forest 
Environment Wildlife Manage-

ment Department (FEWMD). 
Prioritised activities in the 
water sector are being imple-
mented collaboratively by two 
departments namely, rainwa-
ter harvesting for drinking wa-
ter and mapping of wetlands 
in Sikkim by DSTCC and imple-
mentation of Dhara Vikash pro-
gram, GIS mapping of spring 
water sources and intensive in-

tervention model for revival of 
critical springs at GPU level by 
Rural Management and Devel-
opment Department (RMDD). 
Prioritised activities in the di-
saster management sector are 
Hazards, Risks and Vulnerabil-
ity Assessment of 3 towns in 
Sikkim, strengthening commu-
nity disaster preparedness and 
climate resilience in 16 GPUs 

and pilot project on Glacial 
Lake Outburst Floods (GLOFs) 
in South Lhonak Lake are being 
undertaken by the Land Reve-
nue and Disaster Management 
Department. 

Ms. Marylaure Crettaz, Di-
rector, Swiss Agency for De-
velopment and Cooperation, 
informed about the similarities 
between the small mountain 
country of Switzerland and 
mountain state of Sikkim. She 
appreciated the project initia-
tives taken up by the Govern-
ment of Sikkim and stressed 
the importance of integrating 
data from different sources and 
also suggested the involvement 
of private sector in climate 
change activities in Sikkim. Dr. 
Preeti Soni, Assistant Country 
Director, UNDP-India compli-
mented the ownership dis-
played by the Government of 
Sikkim and inter-departmental 
way of collaborating on climate 
change activities. She stressed 
the importance of documenta-
tion of project and offered in-
novative solutions for dissemi-

nation of knowledge to various 
stakeholders. She also assured 
UNDP-India’s support in the 
revision of the Sikkim SAPCC 
and in identifying collaborative 
inance mechanisms. 

Chief Secretary, Dr. 
Alok Srivastava on behalf 
of the government of Sik-
kim thanked SDC and UNDP 
for supporting the state of 
Sikkim. He also appreciat-
ed the Principal Secretary, 
DSTCC, Dr. K. Jayakumar, PC-
CF-cum-Principal Secretary, 
FEWMD, Dr. Thomas Chandy 
and State Relief Commis-
sioner-cum-Secretary, LRDM, 
Shri Tsegyal Tashi, who were 
present during the meeting, 
in successfully implementing 
various climate change activ-
ities in the state. 

The programme was mod-
erated by the Additional Di-
rector cum Nodal Of icer of 
the DST&CC Shri D. G. Shres-
tha while the vote of thanks 
was proposed by the UNDP 
State Project Manager Dr. 
Surajit Baruah.

Meeting on Strengthening State Strategies
on Climate Actions held in Sikkim

the  scheduled programme in detail and 
informed to insert essential component 
in programme agenda so that maximum 
time can be dedicated for the address of 
Hon`ble Chief Minister of Sikkim Shri Pawan 
Chamling.

Minister also informed to conduct laying 
of foundation stone of 50 bedded Hospital at 
Jorethang on the same day.

Chairman STCS Shri Rastaman Rai 
stressed to ensure priority for senior citi-
zens, patients and other people in proper 
order to succeed smooth low of meeting 
with Hon`ble Chief Minister.

Subjects like, construction of pandal, 
Transport, hospitality, accommodation, sit-
ting arrangements were also discussed.

Block Development Of icers from Man-
galbarey and Chumbung Block Administra-
tive Centre also came out with their valuable 
inputs for the arrangement of various com-
ponents of the programme.

Of icials and representative from vari-
ous deptts including Energy & Power Deptt., 
Sikkim Police, Human Resource and Devel-
opment Deptt, Irrigation, Roads and Bridg-
es, Land Revenue, Rural Management and 
Development Department, Urban Develop-
ment and Housing Deptt. and others assured 
to deliver assigned responsibility.

Counsellors from NayabazarJore-
thang Municipal Council and Panchayats 
from Gram Panchayat Unit, Mabong Se-
geng, Samsing Pipalay, Gelling Baiguney, 
Zoom and representatives from differ-
ent schools including Jorethang Sr Sec 
School, Zoom, Gelling, NayaBazar, Sis-
ney, Sawaligaon, Bada Samsing, Pipalay 
Secondary School,  institutions and As-

sociations also took part in interactive 
session.

The programme was also attended by 
Chairman NJMC Shri Tika Gurung, Counsel-
lors, Panchayats, Of icials from various de-
partments and public at large.

Two minute silence was also observed to 
pay tribute to Late Kharka Bdr Rai, Father of 
Panchayat President Samsing Pipalay GPU.

Minister calls for active cooperation 
for CM`s Jana Samparka Abhiyan 

contd from pg01

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 09 M :

ICT Academy, an initia-
tive of Government of 

India, conducted a Mega 
Job Fair for inal year 
students of Advanced 
Technical Training Cen-
tre [ATTC], Bardang and 
Centre for Computers 
and Communication 
Technology [CCCT], Chi-
sopani at ATTC, Bardang 
in East Sikkim on 08 May, 
a press release informs.

Area MLA, Gopal 
Baraily, who attended 
the event as chief guest, 
extended best wishes to 
the students for their ca-
reers in his address.

The ICT Academy 
informed about the par-
ticipating organizations, 
their salary structure and 
future growth. During 
the pre-placement talk, 
the Academy released 55 
offer letters to inal year 
students of ATTC at the 
completion of the cam-
pus drive.

In addition to the job 

fair, earlier this month, 
Difacto Robotics & Au-
tomation recruited stu-
dents at a CTC of 3.2 
lakhs after con irmation. 
Other noted companies 
who conducted cam-
pus drive in ATTC were 
Subros Limited, Noida, 
V-Guard Industries, Ma-
jhitar, Fauresia, Pune, 
Demi Solutions, Gang-
tok, Zydus Healthcare, 
Bageykhola and CIPLA 
Pharmaceuticals, Kum-
rek, East Sikkim, the re-
lease adds.

Future companies 
scheduled to conduct 
campus placement at 
ATTC this month are 
Maruti Suzuki India Lim-
ited, Gurgaon at a CTC 
of 3 lakhs per annum, 
Daikin Airconditioning 
India Private Limited, 
Neemrana, Rajasthan, 
Mahle Filters, Gurgaon, 
Web Skitters Technology 
Solutions Pvt. Ltd, Kol-
kata, Apollo Tyres Lim-
ited, Vadodara, Gujarat 
and many more.

ICT Academy releases 55 
offer letters to ATTC inal year 

students at Mega Job Fair
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REBYNA RANA
G , 09 M :

Minister for Sports & Youth 
Affairs and Human Re-

source Development Depart-
ments, RB Subba, inaugurated 
the inal phase of the boys’ cat-
egory of U-17 LD Kazi Memorial 
Gold Cup Inter School Football 
Tournament at Chakung in West 
Sikkim today.

The opening match was 

played between Tikalall Nirou-
la Senior Secondary School and 
Buriakhop Senior Secondary 
School wherein Tikalall Niroula 
SSS scored a win by 3-2 goals. 
The scorers for the winning 
school were Bijendra Rai, Joshan 
Rai and Jorden Bhutia.

In the second match played 
today, Namchi Public School 
thrashed Chujachen SSS 3-1. 
Manoj Limboo, Gyalshen Bhutia 

and Prashant Mangar scored the 
winning goals for NPS.

On 10 May, Hee-Yangthang 
SSS will face Hee-Gyathang SSS in 
the irst match while Tashi Namg-
yal Academy will play against 
Manjushree Public School.

The inaugural function was 
attended by Secretary, Sports 
Department, SD Dhakal, Sub 
Divisional Magistrate, Soreng, 
Tashi Gyatso Bhutia, Addition-

al Director, Sports Department, 
Kamal Chettri, President, LD 
Kazi Football Tournament Or-
ganising Committee, Gyaas Pega, 
and other dignitaries of various 
departments along with stu-
dents and the general public.

It is to be informed here, the 
inal phase of the girls’ category 

of the LD Kazi Memorial tourney 
is scheduled to be held from 23 
May at Soreng in West Sikkim.

Final phase of LD Kazi Gold Cup tourney
for boys kick starts at Chakung

Magnitude 5.5 
quake rattles 
NW Pakistan, 
9 children 
injured
P , M  9 (PTI): 
A 5.5-magnitude earth-
quake today jolted north-
west Pakistan’s Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa province, 
injuring at least nine chil-
dren and causing panic 
among the residents, me-
dia reports said.

The epicenter of the 
quake was northwestern 
city of Bannu at a depth 
of 12 kilometres. The 
temblor was felt in the 
Swat Valley and Pesha-
war, the capital of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa province 
bordering Afghanistan, 
Pakistan Meteorological 
Department was quoted 
as saying by the Express 
Tribune.

At least nine children 
were injured in Ban-
nu’s Government Model 
School near Tankhi Ba-
zaar, it said. 

The panic-stricken 
children rushed out of 
the three-story building. 
Few jumped from sec-
ond and third loor of 
the building. The injured 
have been moved to Dis-
trict Headquarters Hos-
pital, the report said.

Last month, a 
5.6-magnitude earth-
quake jolted many towns 
of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa 
province. The epicenter 
of the quake was at the 
depth of 200 kilometres 
in Hindu Kush mountain 
area of Afghanistan.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 09 M :

District Governor of 
Rotary Internation-

al District 3240, Sunil 
Saraf, paid a visit to Ro-
tary Club of Gangtok on 
08 May. During his visit, 
members of Rotary Club 
of Gangtok escorted Mr 
Saraf to Bojoghari Se-
nior Secondary School in 
Gangtok, a press release 
informs.

Mr Saraf declared 
Bojoghari SSS “Happy 
School” in a function held 
at the school.

According to Rota-
ry India Literacy Mis-
sion, under TEACH 
programme, a Hap-
py School is a school 
which is painted and 
well maintained with 
secure school building. 
Adequate & functional 
separate toilets for boys 
and girls, hand-washing 
stations, clean & ade-
quate drinking water for 
students and teachers, 

library, play material, 
games & sports equip-
ment, benches, desks 
for students, well main-
tained space for teach-
ing staff & shoes and 
school bags for students 
are the prerequisites of a 
Happy School.

Mr Saraf applaud-
ed the efforts of Rotary 
Club of Gangtok and ex-
pressed hope that it will 
continue working on its 

motto of “Service above 
Self”.

It may be mentioned 
here, Rotary Club has 
been associated with Bo-
joghari SSS since 1982 
and has built the entire 
building consisting of 
classroom blocks, mid 
day meal kitchen and 
eating shed along with 
other small initiatives 
like lighting of staff room 
and providing books for 

the library while also 
sponsoring Interactors of 
the school to attend var-
ious Rotary camps and 
programs.

It is also informed 
that the Interact Club of 
Bojoghari SSS was ad-
judged the best upcom-
ing Club in RI District 
3240 of North East India 
and parts of West Bengal 
a few years back.

Further, Rotary Club 

of Gangtok along with 
Inner Wheel Club of 
Gangtok has already 
converted Adampool Ju-
nior High School into a 
Happy School and both 
the Clubs are working 
in many avenues with 
many schools in Sikkim 
in close collaboration 
with Human Resource 
Development Depart-
ment, Government of 
Sikkim.

Bojoghari SSS declared Happy School by RI District 3240

G , 09 M : The 
inter-house elocution 
competition organized 
by students of the Liter-
ary Club of Holy Cross 
School, Tadong, “Curios-
sites”, concluded today 
at Holy Cross School. 
Students from Classes VI-
VIII participated in two 
categories viz Category 
A [Class VI] and Category 
B [Class VII-VIII], a press 
release informs.

At the onset of the 
programme, president of 
Curiossites, Rishal Pand-
ey Chettri, highlighted on 
the importance of such 
competitions and how 
they help in fostering and 
motivating young minds.

In Category A for 
Class VI, Shraddha Shar-
ma secured the irst posi-
tion followed by Anushri-

ya Sharma and Keyteeth 
Targain securing the sec-
ond and third positions 
respectively. Bignesha 
Pradhan, Arpita Subba 
and Roshna Sharma were 
adjudged for their meri-
torious performance.

In Category B for 
Class VII &VIII, Prasiskha 
Khatri bagged the irst 
position while Vanshika 
Agarwal and Omisha Das 
secured the second and 
third positions respec-
tively. Lavanya Thakur, 
Sosong Nyoo Lepcha and 
Joanna Sharma were ad-
judged for their meritori-
ous performance.

The winners were 
awarded certi icates 
and prizes in the form 
of books sponsored by 
members of HCS’s Liter-
ary Club.

HCS’s Curiossites 
conducts inter-house 
elocution competition

G , M  9 (IPR): The two day regional work-
shop on Mainstreaming Climate Change in Disaster 
Risk with special reference to Glacial Lake Outburst 
Flood (GLOF) and Forest Fire in the Himalayas con-
cluded today. The valedictory programme of the 
workshop was graced by Chief Secretary of Sikkim, 
Shri A.K Shrivastava. He was accompanied by PCCF 
cum Principal Secretary Forest Department, Shri 
Thomas Chandy, State Relief Commissioner cum Sec-
retary Land Revenue and Disaster Management De-
partment, Shri Tsegyal Tashi, Vice Chairman of Sikkim 
State Disaster Management Authority (SSDMA), Prof. 
V.K Sharma, experts and delegates.  

While delivering his valedictory address, Chief 
Secretary, Shri A.K Shrivastava said “Sikkim is known 
for its unique bio-diversity, but at the same time is 
prone to multi-hazards like earthquakes, landslides, 
frequent rainfall. He added that Urban areas are also 
becoming vulnerable to various hazards, with Cli-
mate changing every year the problems get only com-
pounded. He informed that the Sikkim State Plans 
for Climate Change states that the average tempera-
ture increased by 1.8 degree C to 2 degree C which is 
alarming in the sense that Sikkim has very little role 
to play in global carbon emission but has to bear the 
brunt. Due to effect of climate change there will rise 
in intensity of rainfall in Himalayan state. We must 
be prepared for these extreme weather events at the 
same time to plan ahead and focus should be on use 
of technology and knowledge. He expressed happi-
ness that this workshop has brought experts, acade-
micians, researchers, government functionaries and 

climate change practitioners all under one roof to 
discuss encompassing issues. He however stated that 
more multi-sectoral intervention needs to be done to 
built resilience at all level. The State Action Plan is a 
good document to built resilience in every sector. Due 
to Climate Change we are facing several disasters like 
forest ire, Glacial Lake Outburst Flood, landslides etc. 
And I hope that this two days workshop will bene it 
entire Himalayan region”.

 The two day workshop was mainly focused on 
Mitigation of Glacial Lake Outburst Flood (GLOF) 
risk with developing a workable and dynamic EWS 
with integrated weather station of GLOF in the 
state and also to develop a forest fire mitigation 
strategy by bringing in experts to interact with 

stakeholders to come up with 
an augmentation plan for the 
forest fire take force with 
special focus on mapping of 
fire prone region with early 
detection.

 Summarizing the proceed-
ings of two days workshop, Vice 
Chairman of SSDMA, Prof. V.K 
Sharma informed that many 
new recommendations came 
out from this workshop. “We are 
planning how many glacial lakes 
and how much our glacial lakes 
are in vulnerable condition, how 
much will be impact and which 
can be mitigating on time. SSD-
MA is having future plan, we are 

thinking for ive to ten years ahead. Whatever recom-
mendation from this workshop we will certainly in-
corporate in other capacity building programmes and 
district level plans”.

 Prof. Sharma informed that SSDMA is working 
with proper coordination with various state and cen-
tre agencies from past several years and have got very 
good results.

 Earlier, PCCF cum Principal Secretary Forest Shri 
Thomas Chandy said that whatever recommenda-
tions were made by the experts from this regional 
workshop would de initely help the state to overcome 
the problems related to disasters and also enable the 
state to be prepared to tackles disasters better.

 State Relief Commissioner cum Secretary Land 
Revenue and Disaster Management Department, Shri 
Tsegyal Tashi said that the two day deliberation edu-
cated everyone and have also yielded positive results 
which will help to tackle disasters in future.

 The valedictory function was also addressed by 
Central Water Commission Chief Engineer, Shri Ravi 
Shankar, Technical Advisor of UNDP, Dr. S Satapathy, 
Of icer from State Disaster Management Authority 
Nagaland, W Jamir, SSDMA Vice Charman, Prof V.K 
Sharma, and Assistant Country Head, UNDP, Dr. P. 
Soni.  

During pre and post lunch technical sessions were 
also held which was addressed by experts from UNDP, 
Sikkim Forest Department, Forest Department, Uttra-
khand, Tribhuvan University, Amrita Centre for Wire-
less Networks and Applications, UNDP.

 The valedictory function had presence from State 
Disaster Management Authority Nagaland, represen-
tative from Mizoram, experts from Uttrakhand, neigh-
boring countries; Bhutan and Nepal, representative 
from various central government agencies, NDRF, 
Civil Defense, SDMs, researchers from different Uni-
versities, faculty and students from various colleges 
and school students. 

The two-day workshop was organized by the 
Sikkim State Disaster Management Authority (SSD-
MA) in collaboration with Swiss Agency for Devel-
opment & Corporation (SDC), United Nation Devel-
opment Project (UNDP) and assistance from Indian 
Institute of Planning and Administration (IIPA), 
Delhi.

Sikkim has very little role to play in global carbon emission but has to bear the brunt: CS

WARD LEVEL WORKSHOP 
ON SEED TREATMENT AT 

TINTEK AND LINGDOK
GANGTOK, 09 MAY: Internarional Panaacea Limit-
ed [IPL] orgnanised Ward level programme on seed 
treatment at different Wards of Tintek and Lingdok 
Namphong GPUs of East Sikkim on 08-09 May. During 
the programme, demonstration on Chilli Garlic solu-
tion for seed treatment and herbal spray was pre-
sented by ield executives from IPL, a press release 
informs.
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Reservations – Promoting 
Lethargy or Improving Access

Before the bouquet is expanded, 
revisit why quotas were needed

This section has discussed the issue of quotas and 
reservations often, but given the near obsessive 

pursuit with which such “protection” is chased after, 
talking on this theme is perhaps never too much. So 
here goes one more. But a quali ier irst – this publi-
cation believes that protection by way of reservations 
is still required in our country where gross inequality 
forced by accidents of birth and offensive prejudice di-
rected against communities and regions still prevail. If 
anything, such extreme and irrationally hostile mind-
sets have seen a resurgence in recent years, reinforc-
ing stereotypes and foisting easy partisanship. That is 
the reality we live with, but occasionally, as citizens of 
a free and secular nation, we can occasionally also as-
pire for more ideal scenarios to eventually arrive into. 

This then, is as good a time as ever to delve into 
the near passionate ambition of all communities to 
get included in some category or the other. We have in 
our country, quite a wide range of categories to choose 
from – there is the Scheduled Tribes list, the Schedule 
Caste recognition, the OBC, now even MBC and some 
years ago, Bihar introduced us to the EBC grouping – 
and one can rest assured that more such segregations 
will be dreamed up in the coming years as privileged 
communities which still dominate have someone made 
political currency out of their imagined persecution. It 
is that situation where the traditionally privileged, get 
frightened and feel threatened as more of the under-
dogs rise above the conditions of their birth through 
hard work and some hand-holding. To them, growing 
equality feels like oppression. Unfortunately, no one 
tells them otherwise because “reservation” has now 
become an aspiration that every citizen feels a right to 
aspire towards and has become an easy springboard 
to launch political careers from. 

So, why the categorizations?
Given the history that India had emerged from in 

1947, where caste alienation was extreme and tribals 
genuinely under-privileged and oppressed, a policy 
was required to overcome a legacy of injustice and to 
provide everyone in this country with a broad mea-
sure of equal opportunities. Since equal opportunities 
would not have been willingly granted and communi-
ties with centuries of oppression behind them could 
not be expected to bene it from an equal footing, res-
ervations were eked out. Over the years, the reserva-
tions were extended to include more communities and 
even women. The idea was to provide these communi-
ties with the irst stepping stone to equality – access. 
Access to education, to jobs, to positions of power and 
access to exposure. This target has been met relatively 
well and as far as access is concerned, a wide sweep 
has been achieved.

The obvious next step would have been to pull 
communities which have bene ited enough out of the 
reserved categories and make more room for those 
communities which still lag behind. This is easier 
said than done. For one, there is no easily quanti iable 
way to decide when a community has “developed” 
enough to make it on its own steam sans reservation, 
and for the other, there is the vote-bank politics in 
which saner decisions in genuine public good would 
be political hara-kiri. So, the nation is left with an 
ever over lowing baggage of reserved sections and 
shrinking opportunities. 

This is where the whole policy has failed. Instead 
of making people competitive with improved access, it 
has made them lazy with increased quotas. Little won-
der then that more and more communities want to it 
into some category or the other. In fact, in the present 
times, when jobs are rare and competition even for ed-
ucation tough, it would be foolish for community lead-
ers not to work for a quota for their people. And so the 
demands keep pouring in. 

This is not to belittle the aspirations of any 
community to find a new grouping for itself, but 
just a suggestion that maybe it is time the coun-
try and Sikkim paused to re-read the principles 
why reservations and special categories were first 
drafted, whether its expressed aims are being met 
or not, and also whether the people who genuinely 
deserve reservations are actually getting it or not 
in the first place.

WRITE US: Readers are invited to com-
ment on, criticise, run down, even ap-
preciate if they like something in this 
paper. Letters carrying abusive/ inde-
corous language and personal attacks, 
except when against people responsible 
in this newspaper (who are fair game), 
will have to be ignored. Letters which 
carry forward a conversation or initiate 
a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence. 
Mail us at: letters@summittimes.com

SIMON MABON
theconversation

Thanks to Donald Trump, 
the hard-won deal that set 

up a process to end Iran’s nu-
clear weapons programme is 
on its deathbed. After weeks 
of entreaties and visits from 
his counterparts in the other 
states that signed the accord, 
Trump has announced that the 
US will be withdrawing from it 
and reimposing the sanctions 
the deal lifted. That makes it 
hard to see how the deal will 
survive.

Given Trump has spent 
years referring to this as “the 
worst deal ever”, perhaps his 
decision to back out is less 
than surprising – but that 
doesn’t mean it isn’t shocking.

To be sure, there are real 
problems with the deal. Struck 
in 2015 between Iran and the P5+1 
powers – the US, the UK, Russia, Chi-
na, France, and Germany – it fails to 
address longer-term concerns about 
the nuclear programme (the Iranian 
government is renowned for play-
ing a long game) and does not limit 
the country’s ballistic missile capa-
bility. Perhaps the biggest criticism, 
though, concerns Iran’s behaviour in 
the Middle East, which has not been 
curtailed.

As the British foreign secretary, 
Boris Johnson, recently said on Fox 
& Friends, a right-wing talk show 
Trump is known to watch: “Look, Iran 
is behaving badly, has a tendency to 
develop intercontinental ballistic 
missiles. We’ve got to stop that. We’ve 
got to push back on what Iran is doing 
in the region. We’ve got to be tough-
er.” But Johnson also urged the US not 
to “throw the baby out with the bath-
water”.

It seems that plea, and those 
of other world leaders, fell on deaf 
ears. So what does it all mean? First, 
Trump’s decision to effectively scrap 
deal plays into the hands of Saudi 
Arabia and Israel. It will also in lame 
already livid tensions across the Mid-
dle East, pouring fuel onto the ires of 
con lict from Syria to Iraq, Lebanon, 

Yemen, and beyond.
TAKING SIDES

In recent years, belligerents in the 
Middle East’s various con licts have 
generally fallen into two separate 
camps. On the one hand is a pro-Ira-
nian camp that is comprised of the 
Syrian government, the Iraqi gov-
ernment, Hezbollah and a range of 
non-state actors; on the other is an 
anti-Iranian camp, comprised pri-
marily of Saudi Arabia, Israel, Egypt, 
Bahrain and the UAE. Both camps are 
seizing opportunities to recalibrate 
the regional order, and as they try to 
set and push boundaries in their fa-
vour, they raise the chances of error, 
miscalculation and catastrophe.

But while Iranian-Saudi rivalry 
has played a central role in shap-
ing the nature of the contemporary 
Middle East, so have Iran’s rivalries 
with two other powers: Israel – with 
whom Saudi Arabia is seeking a rap-
prochement of sorts – and the US.

Debate about the nuclear deal is 
as much about these different camps 
as it is about the deal itself. Washing-
ton, Riyadh and Jerusalem have long 
been concerned about the develop-
ment of an Iranian nuclear weapon, 
yet the more short-term concern is 
about Tehran’s behaviour across Syr-
ia, Bahrain, Iraq and Lebanon, where 

it capitalises on schisms within and 
across state borders. Iran has long 
demonstrated an excellent ability 
to exploit and manipulate such di-
visions. To see that ability in action, 
one only has to look at events in Iraq, 
Lebanonand Syria – leaving aside al-
legations of nefarious involvement in 
Bahrain, where it’s accused of back-
ing anti-government groups, and Ye-
men, where Saudi Arabia is waging 
a massive military campaign against 
forces it claims are Iranian proxies.

Few want to see Iran further in-
dulge what one US of icial called its 
“propensity for mischief”, and esca-
lating tensions across already deeply 
divided societies risk adding to the 
already catastrophic loss of human 
life. So long as Iran feels emboldened 
or mandated to act up, the nightmar-
ish con licts in Syria and Yemen will 
be even more dif icult to resolve.

But perhaps the biggest concern 
in all this is the Israeli response.

KEEPING THE LID ON
Iran has sought to ameliorate its stra-
tegic concerns by pushing forward 
geopolitically, away from its sover-
eign borders. Getting in luence over 
territory is a key strategic goal. But in 
doing this, Iran is directly inserting it-
self into Israeli security calculations.

Ever since the revolution of 1979, 

Israel has long viewed the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran with 
great trepidation. As concerns 
about Iranian nuclear aspira-
tions increased, so too did the 
rhetoric from Israeli leaders 
condemning Tehran’s actions. 
No one who has heard it will 
forget the March 2012 speech 
where Benjamin Netanyahu 
said: “If it walks like a duck, if 
it talks like a duck, then what is 
it? That’s right, it’s a duck. But 
this is a nuclear duck.” More 
recently, Israel produced a 
dossier that sought to demon-
strate that Iran had lied during 
the negotiations that produced 
the deal.

In addition, Israel has a 
precedent of striking against 
what it perceives to be a seri-
ous threat to its survival. Take 
the strike on Iraq’s Osirak re-

actor in 1981, or the strike against a 
suspected Syrian nuclear facility in 
2007. If the deal collapses and Iran 
restarts its nuclear programme, then 
similar unannounced attacks on sus-
pected nuclear sites are a strong pos-
sibility.

So where do things stand as of 
now? If the deal breaks down in 
full, tensions across the Middle East 
could escalate to a dangerous level, 
as players on all sides rush to reca-
librate their positions. The various 
fronts in Syria will only become 
more deadly as Iran doubles down 
to preserve its influence over ter-
ritory there – a corridor of control 
that has been called a “land bridge 
to the Mediterranean”, and by ex-
tension, to Israel.

Ultimately, Trump has missed 
the point of his counterparts’ pleas 
to keep the deal in place. This isn’t 
about whether or not Iran has leeway 
to build a nuclear weapon; it’s about 
keeping tensions across the Middle 
East in check, and preventing a cat-
astrophic new war. Diplomats the 
world over are in for some sleepless 
nights.

[Simon Mabon is the Lectur-
er in International Relations, 

Lancaster University]

Donald Trump backs out of Iran 
nuclear deal: now what?

MICHELLE H LIM
theconversation

The Australian government an-
nounced in yesterday’s budget $46 

million towards the community vis-
itors scheme which is designed to re-
duce loneliness in older adults.

Earlier this year, Tracey Crouch was 
appointed the United Kingdom’s irst 
minister for loneliness.

While it may seem unusual to 
some to have government take a role 
in improving our social connections, 
it makes sense when you consider the 
negative impact of loneliness not only 
on the individual, but also the wider 
community. But with increasing invest-
ment from government, how do we 
ensure programs intended to address 
loneliness are well-targeted and suc-
cessful?

WHAT IS LONELINESS?
Loneliness is a negative feeling that arises when 
someone’s social needs are unmet by their current 
social relationships. So people can feel alone, even 
if they’re surrounded by others, if they’re not get-
ting the right kind of company and support. While 
many think of loneliness as a social issue, it also af-
fects our health.

A person who perceives themselves as having 
less access to relationships, also inds physical and 
mental tasks more dif icult. People with less access 
to others can’t rely on group safety or “share the 
load” of life’s challenges. This can result in stress.

Researchers found hand-holding with a spouse 
(as opposed to a stranger) can signi icantly reduce 
stress during dif icult tasks. And these effects were 
even larger with couples that reported the highest 
quality relationship.

These emotional and psychological effects 
translate into physiological effects. Loneliness 
negatively impacts brain processes, ability to han-
dle cognitive tasks, control of in lammation in the 
body, ability to regulate stress, and severity of men-
tal health symptoms, just to name a few.

Loneliness has been found to be a risk factor for 

all causes of early death and feeling lonely increas-
es our likelihood of earlier death by 26%. This is 
greater than the risk for obesity.

HOW TO REDUCE LONELINESS
Reducing loneliness has obvious health bene its. 
But the solution isn’t as simple as connecting 
lonely people with other people; rather, it involves 
the establishment of meaningful connections. 
Many social initiatives rely heavily on connecting 
lonely people with strangers and a rotating cast of 
volunteers.

Most of these programs designed to address 
loneliness are being implemented without testing 
their effectiveness. The following should be consid-
ered when addressing loneliness.

First, loneliness provides a signal for us to seek 
out others. The aim should be to reduce distressing 
levels of loneliness, rather than getting rid of lone-
liness per se. And we should be mindful of risk fac-
tors that are less amenable to change, such as ge-
netics, which can make people more predisposed 
to feeling lonely.

Second, loneliness can be transmitted from per-
son to person. Research shows loneliness can be 
passed on up to three degrees of separation from 
the lonely individual. Exactly how this occurs is 
yet to be fully understood – we have yet to explain 

whether loneliness is relayed via neg-
ative thoughts, behaviours, or feelings 
within relationships. Not understand-
ing the transmission process may lead 
some to experience loneliness after in-
teracting with the lonely.

Third, unhelpful thoughts and 
negative beliefs about others and the 
social world are thought to underpin 
loneliness. Researchers have found 
programs that provide social opportu-
nities as well as helping the lonely per-
son learn how to interact better with 
others are the most useful.

Last, the predictors of loneliness 
differ depending on demographics. We 
know, for instance, there are two risk 
periods for loneliness: in adolescents 
and young people under 25, and adults 
over the age of 65. How we tackle lone-

liness should vary for both groups. For example, an 
older adult may need grief counselling from a be-
reavement, whereas a younger person may need 
help coping with social anxiety.

A public health campaign in Australia could 
play a large role in destigmatising loneliness and 
addressing its health implications. A successful 
campaign could recast misconceptions of loneli-
ness as a sign of vulnerability, fragility, or weak-
ness, occurring only in people who are physically 
isolated or old.

Similar campaigns have been introduced in 
Denmark and the UK, with a national initiativegath-
ering momentum here in Australia.

Australian doctors and health professionals 
would benefit from an assessment tool to identi-
fy the risks for loneliness. Australians would also 
benefit from the introduction of guidelines for 
good social health, as well as education around 
positive social relationships, which could start in 
schools.

With targeted solutions, we could improve feel-
ings of loneliness across all ages.

[The author is the Senior Lectur-
er and Clinical Psychologist, Swin-

burne University of Technology]

Loneliness is a health issue, and
needs targeted solutions
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D , M  9 (PTI): India 
has sent to Bangladesh its sec-
ond relief consignment to help 
tens of thousands of displaced 
Rohingya Muslims who led 
Myanmar following a military 
crackdown, triggering one of the 
world’s worst refugee crises.

Over 600,000 Rohing-
yas have led Myanmar’s vi-
olence-hit Rakhine state to 
neighbouring Bangladesh since 
August when the military inten-
si ied crackdown against alleged 
militant out its of Rohingya 
Muslims.

Indian Navy Ship INS Aira-
vat sailed from Vishakhapat-
nam and reached Chattogram 
port (formerly Chittagong) Port 
yesterday where Indian High 
Commissioner Harsh Vardhan 
Shringla handed over the relief 
consignment to Disaster Man-
agement and Relief Minister 
Mofazzel Hussain Chowdhury 
Maya.

Of icials familiar with the de-
velopment said the 373-tonne 
consignment contained 104 
tonnes of milk powder, 102 
tonnes of dried ish, 61 tonnes of 
baby food, 50,000 raincoats and 
50,000 pairs of gum boots.

“Another tranche containing 
1 million litres of kerosene oil 
and 20,000 cooking stoves is ex-
pected to arrive soon,” Shringla 
said.

He said India sent the relief 
in view of the speci ic needs of 
the “large number of (Rohing-
ya) women and children living 
in the camps and the onset of 
monsoon”.

“We hope this will bring 
some succour to the people liv-

ing in camps,” he said.
Bangladesh has repeatedly 

sought India’s help to put pres-
sure on Myanmar to resolve the 
Rohingy crisis.

During a recent high-lev-
el visit of UN Security Council, 
Bangladesh called upon India as 
well as Russia, China and Japan 
to play a stronger role for Ro-
hingya’s secured and digni ied 
repatriation.

Earlier, Bangladesh pre-
mier Sheikh Hasina engaged 
the foreign ministry to pursue a 
vigorous diplomacy with coun-
tries having direct borders with 
Myanmar along with Russia and 
sought enhanced Indian engage-
ment in resolving the crisis.

“We want India to mount 
pressure on Myanmar so they 

quickly take back their dis-
placed people,” Hasina had told 
a visiting non-government Indi-
an delegation.

She had warned that Rohing-
yas’ longer stay in Bangladesh 
could create a security crisis, ar-
guing that “when people remain 
frustrated and have no work, 
they could easily be indulged in 
militancy”.

“We understand that the in-
lux of large number of refugees 

has created unprecedented chal-
lenges for the government and 
people of Bangladesh,” Shringla 
said.

India’s foreign secretary Vi-
jay Gokhale, who was in Dhaka 
last month, said “India has been 
fully supportive of the efforts 
being made to resolve the crisis, 

including early repatriation of 
the displaced people”.

External Affairs Minister 
Sushma Swaraj will pay a two-
day visit to Myanmar from May 
10 during which key bilateral 
and regional issues, including 
the situation in the Rakhine 
state from where thousands of 
Rohingya Muslims had led fol-
lowing violence last year, are 
likely to be discussed.

In December last, India had 
announced a development as-
sistance of USD 25 million for 
the Rakhine state.

Earlier, India sent relief ma-
terials for 300,000 Rohingyas 
in September last year under 
‘Operation Insaniyat’ to support 
Bangladesh in its humanitarian 
efforts.

India sends 2nd relief consignment
for Rohingyas in Bangladesh

H  (I ), M  9 (PTI): 
Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khat-
tar has invited Israeli investors 
to be a part of Haryana’s growth 
story as he sought to deepen the 
state’s collaboration with Israel 
in agriculture, water management 
besides exploring the use of Israeli 
technology in policing and rescue 
operations.

Khattar is leading a strong del-
egation from Haryana at the global 
agricultural technology exhibition, 
Agritech Israel 2018.

“We have ive Centres of Ex-
cellence already operational in 
Haryana to help agricultural pro-
ductivity with Israeli know how 
and a sixth one in the pipeline. The 
goal is to increase income of farm-
ers in the state by utilisation of 
research and technology in Israel 
to increase agricultural produce,” 
Khattar told PTI.

Khattar said he had visited 
Israeli police departments and 
witnessed demonstration of 
rescue operations which were 
“quite impressive”. 

“We may also explore police 
and rescue operations training 
using Israeli technology,” the Hary-
ana Chief Minister said.

“The rescue team here is able 
to reach out to needy people any-
where within three minutes and 
Israelis are looking to even bet-
ter the timing. The coordination 
required to make this possible is 
praiseworthy,” he said. 

At the conference, Khattar 
sought collaborations in the ields 
of waste water treatment, micro 
irrigation, precision farming, crop 
innovation, and sprinkler system 

to assist and enable the farmers of 
his state to produce more and in-
crease their income.

He invited potential partners, 
companies, and research institu-
tions from Israel to be a part of the 
growth story of Haryana through 
investments and collaboration.

He said integrated farming also 
re lected the social character of 
the joint family system in India.

Khattar said ways should also 
be explored for the development of 
arid and semi-arid regions where 
industrialisation can play an im-
portant role.

He said that the state govern-
ment was coming up with an in-
dustrial township of global stan-
dards in Sohna, which would serve 
as a catalytic agent for the devel-
opment of the region.

Khattar also visited agricultural 
farms and interacted with farmers 
and micro irrigation experts to get 
a irst-hand account of the latest 
Israeli technology and expertise. 

Delegations from Haryana, Ma-

harashtra, Uttarakhand and Pun-
jab are participating in the three-
day Agritech 2018 conference 
alongside representatives of over 
100 Indian companies, making the 
Indian contingent the largest one 
at the 20th version of the annual 
event.

Minister of State for Agricul-
ture Parshottam Rupala along with 
of icials from the ministry are also 
participating in the conference.

Participants from around the 
world have been sharing their 
know-how and displaying latest 
innovation and technology in ag-
riculture and food processing at 
the conference. The theme for this 
year’s conference is “Agriculture in 
Arid and Semi-arid Regions”, a top-
ic pertinent to large parts of India.

Agritech Israel is considered 
one of the world’s most important 
exhibitions in the ield of agricul-
tural technologies.

Khattar would be leaving for 
UK today to tap British invest-
ments in the state.

Khattar seeks Israeli
investments in Haryana
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Woman says 
BJP MLA’s son 
raped her; 
lawmaker 
dismisses 
charge
S  (UP), 
M  9 (PTI): After a 
woman alleged rape by 
the son of a BJP MLA and 
demanded justice, the UP 
lawmaker today clari ied 
that it was an “old mat-
ter” that was probed and 
found to be fake by the 
police even as he accused 
the opposition Samajwa-
di Party of playing poli-
tics to malign his image.

“It’s an attempt by the 
Samajwadi Party to ma-
lign my image. On Novem-
ber 23, 2016, the CB-CID 
had iled the inal report 
in the matter and termed 
the matter as fake. The 
woman had herself given 
a statement before a mag-
istrate that neither was 
she abducted nor was she 
raped and my son’s name 
was included under pres-
sure from SP leaders,” BJP 
MLA Roshanlal Verma 
told reporters here.

The woman had also 
given an af idavit to the po-
lice in the matter, disclos-
ing names of the SP leaders 
who were behind the con-
spiracy, claimed Verma.

The woman, who had 
staged a dharna at the 
collectorate of ice here 
on Monday, alleged that 
she was raped by the 
MLA’s son and threat-
ened to “commit suicide” 
if she did not get justice.

D , M  9 
(PTI): A day after snow-
fall in the higher reaches 
of Uttarakhand disrupt-
ed the Chardham Yatra 
and claimed the life of 
a porter, the pilgrimage 
resumed today as the 
weather cleared up and 
traf ic restored along the 
main routes. 

The Chardham Yatra 
comprises the Himalayan 
shrines of Kedarnath, 
Badrinath, Gangotri and 
Yamunotri.

The inclement weath-
er yesterday has claimed 
at least one life with a 
porter from Nepal bur-
ied in an avalanche while 
returning to Gangotri 
from Kedartal along with 
a team of 31 tourists, 
Gangotri National Park 
Deputy Director Shravan 
Kumar said.

SDRF and police per-
sonnel deployed at land-
slide-prone Lambagad on 
way to Badrinath, where 
the road was blocked for 
eight hours yesterday 
due to rubble, oversaw 
smooth passage of pil-
grims to the Himalayan 
shrine, Chamoli District 
Magistrate Ashish Joshi 
said.

The weather was also 
clear at Kedarnath with 
pilgrims arriving in large 
numbers since morning 
to pay obeisance at the 
shrine, Rudraprayag SP 

Prahlad Meena said.
Former chief minister 

Harish Rawat, Congress 
Rajya Sabha MP Pradeep 
Tamta and Kedarnath 
MLA Manoj Rawat who 
were stranded in Kedar-
nath due to bad weather 
yesterday, also returned 
to Guptkashi today.

The road blocked at 
Ojri-Dabarkot on way 
to Yamunotri was also 
cleared at 8.30 am.

Uttarkashi District 
Magistrate Ashish Chau-
han said the pilgrimage 
to both Gangotri and 
Yamunotri is going on 
smoothly at the moment 
and enough personnel 
with heavy road-clearing 
equipment have been de-
ployed at sensitive spots 
to remove rubble in case 
of landslides.

Though praising the 
administration for being 
alert in Kedarnath, Har-
ish Rawat made a cou-
ple of suggestions to the 
state government to im-
prove the arrangements 
at the Himalayan shrine.

“I advised the chief 
secretary to make bon-
ires at places and 

streamline power supply 
at Kedarnath which was 
disrupted since Monday,” 
he said, adding every pil-
grim should be provided 
a blanket and a raincoat 
from Kedarpuri to Bhim-
bali.

Chardham
Yatra resumes 

as weather 
clears up
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Sport&Specials

G , M  9 (AP): Five weeks before 
the World Cup kicks off, FIFA ined the 
Russian soccer federation 30,000 Swiss 
francs because fans racially abused France 
players during a game in St. Petersburg.

Monkey chants were aimed at black 
players, including Paul Pogba, during 
France’s 3-1 win over Russia in a friendly 
in March at a marquee stadium which will 
host seven World Cup games.

FIFA yesterday said its disciplinary 
panel noted “the gravity of the incident 
but also the limited number of fans in-
volved.” Anti-racism group Kick It Out said 
FIFA’s “lack of effective action ... will likely 
result in the further abuse of black players 
in matches involving (Russia).” 

Russia faced criticism of racist inci-
dents in domestic club games even before 
it was picked as World Cup host in 2010, 
and the federation was ined for racial in-

cidents involving fans at the past two Eu-
ropean Championships.

Russia will play one group-stage game 
in St. Petersburg, against Egypt on June 19. 

The host nation also plays Saudi Arabia 
and Uruguay in Group A.

London-based Kick It Out said it had 
“little con idence that FIFA can effective-

ly deal with potential incidents of racism 
during this summer’s World Cup and pro-
tect those black players, staff and support-
ers who will be in attendance.” 

FIFA said a disciplinary panel chaired 
by Anin Yeboah, a supreme court judge 
from Ghana, had made a “thorough inves-
tigation including the review of video ev-
idence.” 

The ine is similar to other inancial 
penalties for discriminatory chanting im-
posed on national federations by FIFA af-
ter World Cup qualifying games.

The stadium in St. Petersburg was the 
showpiece venue of the 2017 Confeder-
ations Cup warm-up tournament. It will 
soon host World Cup group-stage games 
involving Brazil, Morocco and Nigeria, and 
later a semi inal match.

The FIFA case follows racism charges 
by European soccer body UEFA against 

Zenit St. Petersburg in two Europa League 
games this season.

On May 31 two weeks before Russia 
kicks off the World Cup against Saudi Ara-
bia in Moscow on June 14 UEFA will judge 
a charge of racist chanting by Zenit fans 
during a game against Leipzig.

Monitors from anti-discrimination 
group Fare said the chants mocked an in-
jured black player for the German club.

At the tournament, FIFA will be work-
ing with Fare experts for the irst time at a 
World Cup.

“FIFA has also introduced a three-step 
procedure in case of discriminatory inci-
dents, which allows referees to actively 
intervene to make the discriminatory be-
haviour stop,” the governing body said.

“FIFA calls on all fans to come to the 
stadiums in a spirit of unity, peace and 
friendship.

FIFA fi nes Russia after fans racially abused France players

M , M  9 (AFP): Atlet-
ico Madrid chief Miguel Angel 
Gil Marin attacked Barcelona 
on Tuesday over their pursuit 
of highly-prized striker An-
toine Griezmann, saying he 
was “fed up” with the Catalan 
club’s attitude.

Marin issued his strongly 
worded rebuke hours after a 
Spanish radio station reported 
that Barcelona were poised to 
pay the French international’s 
100 million-euro release clause.

The Atletico CEO said the 
club’s stance was very clear.

“Not once have we negoti-
ated for Griezmann nor do we 
have any intention to do so,” he 
said in a statement issued on the 
team’s of icial website.

“A few months ago, I person-
ally expressed to Barcelona’s 
president that our player isn’t 
for sale nor are we going to sell 
him,” he continued.

“At the same time, I let him 
know that his inappropriate 
conduct was against the integri-
ty of the competition...” 

The uncertainty over 
Griezmann’s future could not 
have come at a worse time for 
Atletico as they prepare for 
next week’s Europa League inal 
against Marseille.

Marin added: “We’re fed up 
with Barcelona’s attitude.

“That a president, player and 
a board member speak the way 
they’ve done about the future 
of a player with an existing con-
tract and just a few days before 

disputing a European inal, is an 
absolute lack of respect towards 
Atletico.” 

He said Atletico would be 
demanding compensation from 
Barcelnoa should “the player 
exercised his right to nullify his 
contract due to their pressure 
throughout the season”.

He inished off by declaring 
“enough is enough. I hope this 
statement serves its purpose 
and that us Atletico fans can 
enjoy this moment and prepare 
ourselves for a inal like we 
should.” Marin’s plea followed 
a report by Cadena Cope radio 
station that “Barcelona have told 
Atletico Madrid they are going 

to pay Antonie Griezmann’s get 
out clause. And Atletico know 
the player will be leaving at the 
end of the season”.

That came after Atletico 
president Enrique Cerezo re-
fused to clarify Griezmann’s 
future after domestic media 
suggested Cerezo had met the 
player for dinner in a bid to per-
suade the Frenchman to stay at 
Atletico, with the promise of a 
bumper new contract.

Cerezo has denied meeting 
Griezmann for talks but the At-
letico president was also not 
de initive on the 27-year-old’s 
future.

“I can tell you one thing: 

Antoine Griezmann is an Atlet-
ico Madrid player as of today,” 
Cerezo said.

“I cannot tell you anything 
else because I do not know any-
thing else.” Barca were forced 
in January to deny publicly 
they had agreed a deal to sign 
Griezmann, who has indicated 
he wants his future resolved be-
fore the start of the World Cup.

Barca coach Ernesto 
Valverde on Tuesday described 
Griezmann as a “great player”.

“But we have to be very 
cautious about saying anything 
about a player that is not ours 
and making sure we respect our 
rivals,” he added.

Atletico ‘fed up’ over Barca’s
pursuit of Griezmann

S , M  9 (AFP): Aus-
tralian football chiefs plan to 
contact the agent of Barcelona 
captain Andres Iniesta to sound 
him out about a move to the 
A-League, reports said Wednes-
day, as the domestic competition 
looks to recruit a marquee star.

Spain’s Sport website named 
the A-League as the World 
Cup-winner’s “preferred desti-
nation” this week, although Ja-
pan’s Vissel Kobe is also seen as 
one of his possible next moves.

China’s Chongqing Lifan 
Tuesday denied reports that the 
33-year-old legend will be join-
ing them “as a player”, but left 
the door open to future cooper-
ation in some capacity.

Football Federation Aus-
tralia’s website indicated the 
governing body planned to con-
tact Iniesta’s agent after he an-
nounced he will leave Barcelona 
at the end of the season follow-

ing two decades of phenomenal 
success.

A-League boss Greg O’Rourke 
said four Australian clubs have 

signalled their intent to make use 
of a recently announced Aus 3 
million (US 2.2 million) ‘marquee 
fund’, which could be used to lure 
a player of Iniesta’s calibre.

“We will determine with 
(the clubs) how this is going to 
work -- do we go out and use 3 
million to go and hook one big 
ish, or three small ones?” he 

told reporters.
“There’s some history that 

would say that (Alessandro) Del 
Piero, when he was here with 
(Emile) Heskey and Shinji Ono 
was actually quite amplifying.” 

The A-League most recently 
had a centralised “guest mar-
quee” fund in 2016, but it at-
tracted only one player, Tim 
Cahill, whose stint at Melbourne 
City did not pull in the crowds 
and boost TV ratings as hoped.

O’Rourke said if a move for 
Iniesta was unsuccessful, other 
targets would be drawn up.

Australia keen on Iniesta as a marquee star

N  D , M  9 (PTI): 
A desperate Delhi Dare-
devils will have to learn 
from the mistakes made 
in the previous game 
against table-toppers 
Sunrisers Hyderabad 
when the two sides with 
contrasting campaigns 
meet in a re-match of the 
Indian Premier League, 
here tomorrow.

Languishing at the 
bottom of the table with 
three wins from 10 
games, the Shreyas Iyer-
led team will have to win 
tomorrow to have any 
chance of progressing 
further in the tourna-
ment.

They have looked a 
better unit ever since Iyer 
took over the captaincy 
from Gautam Gambhir 
but small mistakes at key 
moments have proved fa-
tal for them.

Courtesy a sublime 
65 from the highly-tal-
ented Prithvi Shaw, Delhi 
put up a challenging 163 
against Sunrisers in their 
away game at Hyderabad 
on May 5. But they were 
unable to defend 28 runs 
off the last two overs 
with the experienced 
Dan Christian and Trent 
Boult letting the team 
down.

Delhi could have won 
rather easily if they held 
on to the catches of Sun-
risers opener Alex Hales 
and Yusuf Pathan, who 
eventually got his team 
over the line with a 12-
ball 27. 

Iyer admits that the 
same mistakes cannot be 
repeated against a strong 
Sunrisers, arguably the 
best bowling side in the 
tournament.

“It is very disappoint-
ing, to be honest. We 
were on top at one point. 
See, catches win match-
es, we’ve been practicing 
on our ielding, but drops 
happen when the pres-
sure is high. We didn’t 
give up till the end,” Iyer 
had said post the sev-
en-wicket loss.

However, the big pos-
itive for Delhi has been 
the form of captain Iyer 
and opener Shaw. The 
Feroz Shah Kotla has 
proved to be a high-scor-
ing venue and both the 
in-form batsmen are ex-
pected to deliver in the 
do-or-die affair. 

Iyer and Shaw’s con-
idence must be a notch 

higher too, having made 
the India and India A 
squads respectively for 
the UK series. Besides 
being named India A cap-
tain, Iyer was also picked 
in the India ODI squad.

Glenn Maxwell has 

been a big disappoint-
ment for Delhi and it 
remains to be seen if he 
gets another opportunity 
tomorrow or the hosts 
bring back Colin Munro 
to open with Shaw.

The Ricky Ponting-
coached side played only 
one specialist spinner in 
Amit Mishra at Hyder-
abad and he did a much 
much better job than the 
pacers. Therefore, Iyer 
and Co. might be tempted 
to bring in another spin-
ner alongside Mishra.

Sunrisers, on the oth-
er hand, have most things 
going for them.

Hales has performed 
at the top in the limited 
chances he has got and 
now the team would be 
hoping that star player, 
Shikhar Dhawan, is back 
to his best. Dhawan has 
had a quiet tournament 
after scores of 78 and 45 
in the irst two games.

The bowling is lethal 
and can defend any total, 
as it has shown time and 
again this season. 

Captain Kane Wil-
liamson attributed the 
Sunrisers’ rampaging 
run to adaptability.

“No secret on why 
we’re doing well. We’ve 
adapted to a variety of 
surfaces. There are not 
many league games left, 
and we want to still see 
signs of improvement. 
Not perfect, but want to 
keep at it,” Williamson 
had said after win at 
home against Delhi. 

Teams (from): 
Sunrisers Hyderabad: 

Kane Williamson (C ), 
Shikhar Dhawan, Man-
ish Pandey, Bhuvnesh-
war Kumar, Wriddhiman 
Saha, Siddharth Kaul, 
Deepak Hooda, Khaleel 
Ahmed, Sandeep Sharma, 
Yusuf Pathan, Shreevats 
Goswami, Ricky Bhui, 
Basil Thampi, T Natara-
jan, Sachin Baby, Bipul 
Sharma, Mehdi Hasan, 
Tanmay Agarwal, Alex 
Hales, Carlos Brathwaite, 
Rashid Khan, Shakib Al 
Hasan, Mohammad Nabi 
and Chris Jordan.

Delhi Daredevils: 
Shreyas Iyer (C), Rish-
abh Pant, Glenn Max-
well, Gautam Gambhir, 
Jason Roy, Colin Munro, 
Mohammed Shami, Amit 
Mishra, Prithvi Shaw, Ra-
hul Tewatia, Vijay Shan-
kar, Harshal Patel, Avesh 
Khan, Shahbaz Nadeem, 
Daniel Christian, Jayant 
Yadav, Gurkeerat Singh 
Mann, Trent Boult, Man-
jot Kalra, Abhishek Shar-
ma, Sandeep Lamich-
hane, Naman Ojha, Sayan 
Ghosh, Liam Plunkett, 
Junior Dala. 

Desperate
DD host high-
lying Sunrisers

Normalcy 
returns to 
Kashmir as 
separatists 
call off strike
S , M  9 (PTI): 
Normalcy returned to 
most parts of Kashmir 
Valley today as the sep-
aratists called off their 
three-day strike against 
the death of six civilians 
during clashes with se-
curity forces, in which 
eight militants were also 
killed. 

A police of icial said 
there were no restric-
tions in most parts of the 
summer capital today, 
with shops and other 
business establishments 
getting back to business. 

He said public trans-
port also resumed ser-
vices. Similar reports 
were received from dis-
trict headquarters of the 
Valley, except in Pulwa-
ma and Shopian districts 
of south Kashmir, the of-
icial said.

He said markets in 
main towns of Pulwama 
and Shopian remained 
shut, while the public 
transport was also sus-
pended.

The of icial, howev-
er, said the situation re-
mained peaceful in these 
areas. 

The Joint Resistance 
Leadership (JRL), an 
amalgam of separatist 
groups spearheaded by 
Syed Ali Shah Geelani, 
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq 
and Mohammad Yasin 
Malik, had yesterday 
called off their three-
day strike, and asked the 
people to resume normal 
activities.

JRL has asked the 
people to resume nor-
mal activities from to-
morrow (Wednesday), 
but at the same time 
people from all walks of 
life should hoist black 
lags and display black 

arm bands to show 
their commitment to the 
movement,” a spokes-
man of the separatist 
amalgam said in a state-
ment yesterday.

Five Hizbul Mujahi-
deen militants, including 
an assistant professor of 
the Kashmir University, 
were killed in an encoun-
ter in the valley on Sun-
day. Five civilians, who 
were protesting near the 
encounter site, also died 
during clashes with secu-
rity forces.

Another civilian 
youth, who was injured in 
the clashes, succumbed 
to injuries yesterday. 

The police of icial 
said most of the colleges 
and higher secondary 
schools in various dis-
tricts of the Valley con-
tinued to remain shut for 
the third consecutive day 
today as a precautionary 
measure.
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 MIZORAM STATE LOTTERIES
 LABHLAXMI GEMINI

 Draw No:14 DrawDate on:09/05/18
 1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 3887
 2nd Prize Rs.1,000/- 5955 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 3687
 4th Prize Rs.300/- 3326 5th Prize Rs.  202/- 2326
 6th Prize Rs.100/-
 1005 1021 1030 1032 1055 1083 1085 1091 1096 1105
 1106 1108 1140 1148 1200 1230 1271 1302 1316 1333
 1347 1372 1375 1393 1408 1489 1523 1531 1570 1571
 1584 1609 1629 1660 1732 1750 1759 1782 1788 1829
 1836 1856 1921 1959 2002 2033 2038 2042 2064 2066
 2072 2114 2133 2138 2139 2141 2180 2224 2230 2239
 2262 2306 2314 2338 2421 2480 2505 2553 2584 2614
 2620 2645 2671 2704 2715 2743 2765 2822 2845 2896
 2898 2998 3047 3065 3068 3069 3072 3087 3100 3116
 3136 3164 3192 3220 3222 3230 3281 3284 3285 3294
 3322 3345 3354 3357 3361 3392 3397 3425 3430 3432
 3448 3470 3708 3768 3781 3806 3853 3879 3890 3896
 3922 3964 4043 4176 4235 4248 4270 4309 4369 4409
 4488 4545 4549 4557 4580 4601 4602 4652 4698 4704
 4779 4789 4793 4820 4836 4862 4895 4931 4962 4997
 5041 5055 5070 5100 5116 5118 5149 5221 5235 5268
 5289 5310 5348 5390 5417 5419 5444 5469 5496 5563
 5604 5616 5624 5639 5658 5673 5675 5715 5740 5766
 5767 5812 5844 5882 5924 5935 5939 5947 5962 5973
 6003 6012 6027 6047 6050 6068 6106 6130 6134 6199
 6208 6243 6255 6256 6298 6299 6323 6353 6360 6418
 6434 6454 6456 6458 6465 6477 6528 6535 6566 6569
 6576 6589 6622 6644 6673 6687 6704 6706 6728 6733
 6784 6785 6852 6865 6891 6910 6951 6960 6979 6989
Issued by:
The Director ,Mizoram State Lotteries,
For result please visit: www.mizoramlotteries.com

ARUNACHAL PRADESH STATE LOTTERIES
MUMBAILAXMI SEETA

Draw No:14 DrawDate on:09/05/18
1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 4895 2nd Prize Rs.2,000/- 5640
3rd Prize Rs. 1,000/- 5606 4th Prize Rs.  502/- 1299
5th Prize Rs.200/-
1036 1038 1124 1208 1248 1282 1394 1426 1487 1512
1556 1596 1629 1680 1758 1769 1770 1826 1841 1882
1895 2007 2013 2282 2308 2335 2363 2400 2430 2481
2526 2542 2596 2706 2718 2756 2829 2843 2939 3001
3045 3060 3074 3103 3189 3231 3305 3408 3411 3424
3524 3596 3730 3735 3746 3910 3930 3996 4100 4215
4243 4289 4310 4342 4376 4456 4492 4511 4554 4758
4772 4784 4842 4852 4866 4916 4937 4970 5018 5049
5118 5204 5221 5278 5356 5392 5401 5421 5495 5510
5594 5635 5763 5779 5884 5905 5909 5929 5962 5989
6th Prize Rs.100/-
1023 1031 1066 1069 1078 1114 1121 1166 1212 1222
1237 1253 1258 1259 1263 1305 1306 1323 1326 1337
1371 1395 1421 1423 1424 1442 1443 1448 1455 1458
1511 1520 1576 1587 1598 1618 1656 1658 1668 1677
1711 1717 1733 1785 1792 1816 1838 1869 1926 1928
1972 2021 2055 2057 2099 2108 2129 2218 2289 2304
2320 2341 2364 2389 2391 2448 2460 2474 2509 2512
2522 2533 2544 2564 2572 2622 2623 2629 2657 2686
2690 2693 2731 2739 2773 2776 2793 2846 2968 3015
3061 3078 3091 3115 3136 3214 3248 3293 3337 3430
3449 3453 3455 3463 3482 3581 3603 3670 3725 3741
3748 3785 3787 3856 3865 3869 3874 3893 3931 3932
3938 4017 4039 4060 4062 4154 4173 4186 4223 4240
4270 4314 4349 4361 4380 4458 4463 4466 4506 4507
4526 4576 4606 4635 4660 4680 4726 4757 4760 4764
4789 4864 4885 4897 4915 4932 4963 5051 5060 5067
5108 5113 5117 5128 5148 5152 5173 5215 5249 5323
5326 5365 5444 5461 5468 5482 5493 5499 5552 5572
5597 5623 5643 5647 5668 5707 5721 5728 5730 5757
5783 5819 5839 5871 5880 5893 5903 5927 5947 5959
Issued by:
The Commissioner,
ARUNACHAL PRADESH STATE LOTTERIES,ITANAGAR.
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DEAR FAITHFUL MORNING DEAR VALUABLE DEAR EAGLE EVENING
Draw Time : 11:55 am onwards Draw Time : 04:00 pm onwards Draw Time : 08:00 pm onwards

Draw No:23 DrawDate on:09/05/18 Draw No:23 DrawDate on:09/05/18 Draw No:41 DrawDate on:09/05/18
1st Prize Rs.26.02 Lakhs/- 82B 57159 1st Prize Rs.26.02 Lakhs/- 92G 85663 1st Prize Rs.26.02 Lakhs/- 75H 42458

Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 57159 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 85663 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 42458 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
09841 35816 57183 61694 63004 01920 02583 18558 46087 48710 06402 49597 50440 52242 65167
66526 73295 89131 96283 97785 55532 56776 61514 69220 89111 83218 86842 90730 91934 96900
3rd Prize Rs.500/- 1395 1409 1674 4117 4257 4476 4886 6867 7550 8311 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 2999 3930 4026 5479 5585 5786 7204 7491 8144 9110 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 1185 2283 2634 2827 3705 4474 4729 6657 7402 8433
4th Prize Rs.250/- 1527 1661 2154 2688 3450 4409 5112 6461 7155 9956 4th Prize Rs.250/- 0972 1143 2011 2785 3874 4152 6204 7069 7160 9231 4th Prize Rs.250/- 1089 2000 2143 2186 5068 7193 7316 8003 8698 8931
5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/-
0218 0254 0297 0348 0386 0427 0550 0594 0615 0695 0098 0116 0243 0292 0294 0319 0342 0397 0479 0618 0129 0154 0192 0206 0341 0469 0511 0523 0576 0592
0733 0755 0769 0936 0948 1418 1441 1561 1881 1896 0855 0900 1099 1171 1177 1362 1752 1796 1823 1851 0853 0861 0862 0881 0994 1004 1023 1086 1179 1342
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Donald Trump has con irmed the US has withdrawn from the Iran nuclear accord.Mr Trump said he will be reinstating the highest level 
of sanctions against Tehran. There will be a “wind down” period of 90 to 180 days - possibly longer in some circumstances. White House 

national security adviser John Bolton said: “Some will extend to six months. Some might be 90 days. There might be other provisions as well.” 
Iran’s President Hassan Rouhani has said Iran will remain committed to a multinational nuclear deal, despite the US pulling out. He has or-
dered his foreign ministry to negotiate with European countries, China and Russia in the coming weeks to keep the deal on the table.

B , M  9 (AFP): 
China today voiced regret 
over President Donald 
Trump’s decision to pull 
the United States out of 
the Iran nuclear deal and 
vowed to “safeguard” the 
agreement.

“China regrets this 
decision made by the US,” 
foreign ministry spokes-
man Geng Shuang told a 
regular press brie ing.

Geng said China 
will maintain “normal 
economic and trade ex-
changes” with Iran de-
spite Trump’s decision to 
withdraw from the 2015 
accord and reimpose 
sanctions on Tehran.

“China calls on all rel-
evant parties to assume 
a responsible attitude” 

in order “to return at an 
early date to the right 
track of implementing 
the deal,” he said.

“China will continue 
to uphold an impartial, 
objective and responsi-
ble attitude, remain in 
dialogue with all parties 
and continue to devote 
itself to safeguard and 
implement the deal.” 

The spokesman re-
iterated Beijing’s op-
position to unilateral 
sanctions and “long-arm 
jurisdiction”.

Slapping aside more 
than a decade and a half 
of diplomacy by Britain, 
China, France, Germany, 
Iran, Russia and past US 
administrations, Trump 
called for a “new and 
lasting deal”. 

J , M  9 (AP): Is-
raeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu traveled to Moscow 
today, where he and President 
Vladimir Putin will discuss 
military coordination amid 
new strikes in Syria blamed on 
Israel.

Syrian state-run media said 
Israel struck a military outpost 
near the capital, Damascus, on 
Tuesday. The Britain-based 
Syrian Observatory for Human 
Rights said the missiles target-
ed depots and rocket launchers 
that likely belonged to Iran’s 
elite Revolutionary Guard in 
Kisweh, killing nine people.

Tensions between Israel and 
Iran are high over Iran’s efforts 
to expand its military presence 
in Syria, where it is a key ally of 
President Bashar Assad. 

Repeated airstrikes at-
tributed to Israel have killed 
Iranian ighters and prompted 
threats of reprisal from Teh-
ran. President Donald Trump’s 

announcement yesterday that 
the US would withdraw from 
the 2015 nuclear deal with 
Iran has triggered uncertainty 
and threatened to spark more 
unrest in the Middle East.

“The meetings between us 
are always important and this 
one is especially so,” Netanya-
hu said ahead of his departure. 
“In light of what is currently 
happening in Syria, it is neces-
sary to ensure the continued 
coordination” between the two 

militaries. Netanyahu made 
no mention of the overnight 
strikes.

The Israeli and Russian 
militaries have been in contact 
throughout much of Russia’s 
intervention in Syria, where 
Moscow has waged an air cam-
paign in support of Assad’s 
forces since 2015. Russia also 
considers Iran a strategic ally.

Israel views Iran as its 
archenemy, citing Iran’s calls 
for Israel’s destruction, sup-

port for militant groups across 
the region and growing mil-
itary activity in neighboring 
Syria. Israel has warned that it 
will not allow Iran to establish 
a permanent military presence 
in Syria.

Israel’s military went on 
high alert Tuesday and bomb 
shelters were ordered open 
in the Israeli-controlled Golan 
Heights following reports of 
“irregular activity of Iranian 
forces in Syria.” 

After an uneventful night, 
the military today called on 
residents to return to “full ci-
vilian routine,” meaning stud-
ies and excursions would con-
tinue as usual, although the 
shelters would remain open.

Israel, which almost never 
con irms or denies airstrikes in 
Syria, did not comment on Tues-
day’s attack. Such strikes have 
become more frequent recently.

Iran has vowed to retaliate 
to recent Israeli strikes in Syr-

ia targeting Iranian outposts, 
including an attack last month 
on Syria’s T4 air base in Homs 
province that killed seven Ira-
nian military personnel. On 
April 30, Israel was said to 
have struck government out-
posts in northern Syria, killing 
more than a dozen pro-govern-
ment ighters, many of them 
Iranians.

Amos Gilad, a retired se-
nior Israeli defense of icial, 
told a security conference in 
the coastal town of Herzliya 
that Iran’s intentions in Syria 
meant a wider con lagration 
may only be a matter of time.

“They want to build a sec-
ond Hezbollah-stan,” he said, 
referring to the Iranian-backed 
Lebanese Shiite militant group 
that last fought a war with 
Israel in 2006. “They are de-
termined to do it and we are 
determined to prevent it. It 
means we are on a collision 
course.

Netanyahu to meet Putin amid 
new round of Syria strikes

P , M  9 (AFP): 
America’s top diplomat Mike 
Pompeo held meetings with 
senior North Korean of icials 
in Pyongyang today, with 
speculation swirling around 
the fate of three US detainees 
ahead of a planned US-North 
Korea summit.

Pompeo was dispatched 
on an unannounced visit - his 
second in weeks, but irst 
as secretary of state - to ad-
vance preparations for Don-
ald Trump’s unprecedented 
meeting with Kim Jong Un over 
North Korea’s nuclear arsenal.

He told reporters that he 
hoped to agree a date and 
venue for the summit - even 
though Trump said they had 
already been chosen.

But optimism over the 
process was dealt a blow by 
Trump’s pullout from a nuclear 
deal with Iran yesterday.

Pompeo’s visit came with 
rumours lying over three 
US citizens being held in the 
North, fuelled by South Korea 
where the president’s of ice 
said they expected the men to 
be freed.

The trio are a signi icant do-
mestic political issue in the US 
and Trump hinted last week of 
imminent news after sources 
said they had been relocated.

In previous cases, detainees 
have been set free into the care 
of high-pro ile US visitors, but 
there was no immediate indica-
tion they would be released af-
ter Pompeo held talks with Kim 
Yong Chul, director of the North’s 
United Front department, one of 
the organisations handling rela-
tions with the South.

The US hoped “we can 
work together to resolve this 
con lict, take away threats to 
the world and make your coun-
try have all the opportunities 
your people so richly deserve”, 
Pompeo told him, but added: 
“There are many challenges 
along the way.” 

The rapid detente on the Ko-
rean peninsula triggered by the 
Winter Olympics is a marked 
contrast from last year, when 
Kim and Trump traded per-
sonal insults and threats of war 
over the North’s nuclear and 

ballistic missile programmes.
“We think relationships are 

building with North Korea,” 
Trump said in televised com-
ments from the White House. “We 
will see how it all works out. May-
be it won’t. But it can be a great 
thing for North Korea, South Ko-
rea and the entire world.” 

But the American president 
spoke as he yanked the US out 
of a nuclear deal with Iran, 
complicating the prospects of 
persuading Pyongyang to sur-
render its atomic arsenal.

Trump poured scorn on 
the “disastrous” 2015 accord, 
reached after a decade and a 
half of careful diplomacy by 
Britain, China, France, Germa-
ny, Iran, Russia and past US 
administrations, describing it 
as an “embarrassment” to the 
United States.

Other signatories and the 
International Atomic Energy 

Agency say Iran has complied 
with its obligations under the 
deal, and Adam Mount of the 
Federation of American Scien-
tists said: “Amazing to think that 
Secretary Pompeo will arrive in 
Pyongyang today bearing the 
following message: ‘If you elim-
inate your nuclear weapons, 
we’ll lift sanctions and won’t at-
tack you. You can trust us’.” 

The details of any North 
Korean deal appear to be still 
under discussion.

At a historic meeting in the 
Demilitarized Zone last month, 
Kim and South Korean Presi-
dent Moon Jae-in reaf irmed 
their commitment to a “com-
mon goal” of “complete de-
nuclearisation” of the Korean 
peninsula in their Panmunjom 
Declaration.

Yesterday, Kim met Chinese 
President Xi Jinping in China -- 
the second time in six weeks - 
highlighting efforts by the Cold 
War-era allies to mend frayed 
ties, and with Beijing keen to 
avoid being left out in the cold.

China’s of icial Xinhua news 
agency cited Kim as telling Xi 
there was no need for North Ko-
rea to be a nuclear state “as long 
as relevant parties abolish their 
hostile policies and remove secu-
rity threats against” the country.

Kim also expressed hope 

that the US and North Korea 
would take “phased and syn-
chronous measures”, signal-
ling Pyongyang wanted a quid 
pro quo. Pompeo’s itinerary 
- including whether he would 
meet the North Korean leader 
in Pyongyang - was not clear.

He told reporters he would 
look to prepare for the summit 
between Trump and “Chair-
man Un”, prompting mockery 
from observers.

“Pompeo doesn’t know 
the surname is Kim, but he’s 
de initely on top of all the con-
ceptual and semantic nuances 
associated with the phrase 
‘denuclearisation of the Ko-
rean Peninsula’,” arms control 
specialist Jeffrey Lewis tweet-
ed derisively. Also today, Jap-
anese Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe and Chinese Premier Li 
Keqiang backed the Panmun-
jom Declaration at a tripartite 
summit with Moon in Tokyo, 
Seoul said. But the three neigh-
bours have differing positions 
on the North, with Japan tak-
ing by far the hardest line but 
inding itself largely watching 

the diplomatic frenzy from the 
sidelines, left uneasy by the 
pace of events and by what it 
sees as an unwarranted soften-
ing towards an untrustworthy 
Pyongyang.

Pompeo in Pyongyang with detainees on agenda

China vows to ‘safeguard’
Iran nuclear deal
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EtCETERA

ARIES: It isn’t always easy to 
win the admiration you expect 
from your partner, Aries. But in 
this area today seems to be bet-
ter than most. You’re likely to 
be brimming with ideas for ways 
to enhance your most appealing 
qualities. But don’t overdo it. 
Your eff orts at physical or intel-
lectual seduction are most eff ec-
tive when they’re subtle.
TAURUS: No one dislikes red 
tape and bureaucracy more than 
you. But take advantage of the at-
mosphere today. If you have any 
applications to submit or formal-
ities to complete, you’ll fi nd the 
process much easier than usual. 
Communication channels that are 
normally closed will open, and the 
administrative mechanisms will 

be well oiled instead of grinding. 
Get all administrative tasks done 
so you won’t have to think about 
them again!  
GEMINI: Some people tend to 
make mountains out of mole-
hills. Currently, you’re likely to 
feel as though you’re surround-
ed by people who exaggerate 
problems. You, on the other 
hand, have a loftier perspective. 
You’re a visionary who can fore-
see future social trends. This gift 
would serve you well as a po-
litical speechwriter, should you 
want to take on that sort of job.  
CANCER: You’re visionary 
and progressive today, Cancer, 
despite what people may say 
about your tendency to be con-
servative. You could easily come 

up with an eff ective way to help 
people. For some reason, practi-
cal problems are easy for you to 
solve. Don’t pay any attention to 
the idle and ineff ective chatter of 
intellectuals.  
LEO: Today you should aban-
don any intellectual pursuits and 
concentrate on practical prob-
lems related to organization and 
goal setting. You’re likely to fi nd 
perfect solutions within an hour 
of starting. The heavens are help-
ing you, Leo. Give them some 
credit for your ingenuity, and 
waste no time in implementing 
your plans!  
VIRGO: You’re a great creator 
of systems, Virgo. You can tinker 
with every sort of construction, 
from theories and computer pro-

grams to scientifi c experiments 
and strategic evaluations. To-
day the planets are guiding you. 
You’re a perfect computer, ca-
pable of synthesizing ran-
dom events into pure reason. 
You’re sure to attract attention 
if you share your thoughts with 
others.  
LIBRA: Who would have 
guessed that you have an ability 
to understand subjects as irratio-
nal as human passions? You’re 
getting down and dirty with the 
sticky, trivial realities of day-to-
day life that never interested you 
before. Your new nonstick coat-
ing would make you an excellent 
personnel director, hiring and fi r-
ing at the drop of a hat. Has that 
thought ever occurred to you?  

SCORPIO: Until now, you 
didn’t know you were capable of 
managing people with problems. 
But the so-called poetic universe 
you inhabit is actually much more 
realistic than it seems at fi rst 
glance. People who believe that 
human reality is 100 percent logi-
cal will feel ridiculous when they 
see the elegant, humane solutions 
you invent.  
SAGITTARIUS: At last, a day 
of relief from the tension! The 
fl ow of communication facili-
tates personal and professional 
projects. Now is the time to lis-
ten to your partner or other fam-
ily members about the material 
aspects of the future. For exam-
ple, are you setting aside enough 
money for your children’s educa-

tion? Are you taking proper care 
of your home? Are your invest-
ments allocated correctly? These 
are all issues worth considering 
today.  
CAPRICORN: You’re well 
aware that your happiness in 
love doesn’t depend on emotion-
al promises alone. In order to at-
tract your attention, anyone new 
in your life has to make some 
material off ering as well. That’s 
exactly what could happen today. 
You might receive a gift from 
someone who has been buzzing 
around you for some time. Smile, 
Capricorn. People are fi nally be-
ginning to catch on.  
AQUARIUS: The mood is one 
of bustle and change, Aquarius. 
It’s a good day to clear out your 

wardrobe or other belongings. 
Out with the old, in with the new! 
You may consign the old stuff  to 
the basement or give it to charity. 
The main thing is to make room 
for your new tastes and new rela-
tionships. A new person is being 
born in you. Clear the path for 
this being to come through!  
PISCES: Your actions may be 
touched by a very fanciful frame 
of mind today, Pisces. Be careful 
about indulging in recreational 
substances that take you out of 
reality for a while. Your tendency 
will be to escape into the cosmos, 
but sooner or later you’ll have 
to come down. Deal with your 
issues now before your thinking 
becomes even more clouded than 
before. Take action with a clear 
and sober mind.
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RAZZLE, DAZZLE ‘EM! Jury President and Australian 
actress Cate Blanchett looks dazzling at the Opening 
Ceremony of the 71st annual Cannes Film Festival.

It looks like 
Katy Perry 

has sent Taylor 
Swift an olive 
branch, literally, 
ahead of Swift’s 
opening night 
on her Reputa-
tion Tour. Swift 
posted a video 
to her Instagram 
story on Tuesday 
which shows 
the olive branch 
and a card, ad-
dressed to an 
“old friend.” “So 
I just got to my dressing room and found 
this actual olive branch,” Swift says in the 
Instagram video. “This mean so much.” Swift 
captioned the video, “Thank you Katy.”

“Hey Old Friend,” the note begins. 
“I’ve been doing some re lecting on past 
miscommunications and the feelings be-
tween us. I really want to clear the air…”

You can also see from Swift’s video 
that the note says “I’m deeply sorry.”

The two have been in an ongoing feud for 
the past few years, reportedly over backup 
dancers. Swift’s song “Bad Blood” is also ru-
mored to be about her feud with Perry, with 
“Swish Swish” said to be Perry’s response.

One year ago, Perry addressed her 
“situation” with Swift during Carpool 
Karaoke on the Late Late Show Prime-

time Special with James Corden.
“What I want to say is that I’m ready 

for that BS to be done,” Perry said. “Now, 
there is the law of cause and effect. You 
do something, there’s going to be a reac-
tion, and trust me daddy, there’s going to 
be a reaction. It’s all about karma, right? 
I think personally that women together, 
not divided, and none of this petty bulls-
-t, women together will heal the world.”

After posting the video to Insta-
gram, Swift liked a post on Tumblr 
which talked about Perry’s gift.

“KATY SENT TAYLOR AN OLIVE BRANCH 
AND I LOOKED UP THE SYMBOLISM BE-
HIND IT AND IM CRYING THAT WAS SO 
SWEET WOW,” the Tumblr post reads, along 
with the de inition of an olive branch.

KATY PERRY SENDS TAYLOR SWIFT A LITERAL
OLIVE BRANCH TO CALL OFF BEEF 

Guns N’ Roses have re-
moved a song with ho-

mophobic and racist lyrics 
from a remastered version 
of their blockbuster debut 
album.

The band is releasing an 
expanded version of 1987’s 
Appetite for Destruction 
which includes unreleased 
tracks and demos.

However, a track list on 
their website shows that 
One In A Million will not be 
included alongside hits like 
Welcome To The Jungle and 
Sweet Child O’ Mine.

The song caused con-
troversy for including the 
word n****** and the lines: 
“Immigrants and faggots/
They make no sense to me/
They come to our country /
And think they’ll do as they 
please.”

In a 1989 Rolling Stone 
interview lead singer Axl 
Rose said: “I used words like 
police and n****** because 
you’re not allowed to use the 
word “n*****”.

“Why can black people 
go up to each other and say, 

“N*****,” but when a white 
guy does it all of a sudden 
it’s a big put-down. I don’t 
like boundaries of any kind. 
I don’t like being told what I 
can and what I can’t say.”

In his inal public com-
ments about One In A Million 
in 1992, Rose stated: “It was 
a way for me to express my 
anger at how vulnerable I felt 
in certain situations that had 
gone down in my life.”

The band has not com-
mented on the omission.

These are the tracks on 
the remastered version:
• Welcome To The Jungle
• It’s So Easy
• Nightrain
• Out Ta Get Me
• Mr. Brownstone
• Paradise City
• My Michelle
• Think About You
• Sweet Child O’ Mine
• You’re Crazy
• Anything Goes
• Rocket Queen

The new edition of Ap-

petite for Destruction, which 
remains the top-selling de-
but album of all time, comes 
as the once notoriously tur-
bulent band cashes in on a 
reunion tour with Rose, gui-
tarist Slash and bassist Duff 
McKagan which is entering 
its third year.

It will go on sale on 29 
June and features two un in-
ished songs, The Plague and 
New Work Tune, and covers 
of songs including Elvis Pres-
ley’s Heartbreak Hotel.

GUNS N’ ROSES CUT ‘RACIST’ SONG ONE IN A
MILLION FROM RE-RELEASED ALBUM

The Birds of Prey movie just might 
become the DCEU’s irst R-rated 

theatrical release. After launching the 
DC Comics-based movie universe in 
2016, with Zack Snyder’s Batman V Su-
perman: Dawn of Justice, Warner Bros. 
quickly got the ball rolling on expand-
ing the DCEU with David Ayer’s Suicide 
Squad that summer, starring Will Smith 
as Deadshot and Margot Robbie as Har-
ley Quinn, who were both members of 
Amanda Waller’s Task Force X.

In spite of having an immense 
amount of hype surrounding the ilm, 
Suicide Squad became an unmitigated 
critical failure, yet it still managed to be-
come an astounding box of ice success 
(without releasing in China, too). Not 
only did it prove that major comic book 
movies centered on villains could work, 
but it also convinced the studio to keep 
Harley Quinn around for the long haul. 
So, they’ve commissioned four Harley 
Quinn-related projects, of which only 
one seems to be actively moving for-
ward: Birds of Prey. The rest may never 
happen (as is customary in Hollywood), 
but at least the one project that is push-
ing ahead is one that is near and dear to 

Margot Robbie, who’s actually responsi-
ble for getting it this far.

In an interview with Collider for her 
latest ilm, Terminal, Margot Robbie 
revealed that she had pitched a Harley 
Quinn spinoff movie – one based on the 
Birds of Prey comics – that is now be-
ing rewritten by Christina Hodson and 
directed by Cathy Yan. While she wants 
the movie to focus on Harley and her 
friends, one point of contention was that 
the ilm be rated R.

“I pitched the idea of an R-rated girl 
gang ilm including Harley, because I was 
like, ‘Harley needs friends.’ Harley loves 
interacting with people, so don’t ever 
make her do a standalone ilm. She’s got 
to be with other people, it should be a girl 
gang. I wasn’t seeing enough girl gangs 
on screen, especially in the action space. 
So that was always a big part of it.”

Going off Margot Robbie’s com-
ments, it seems that Birds of Prey will 
be the irst theatrical R-rated DCEU ilm. 
Sure, Zack Snyder’s Batman V Super-
man Ultimate Cut was rated R, but that 
version wasn’t the one that released in 
theaters. And what’s even more inter-
esting is that Batman V Superman isn’t 

the only Warner Bros. blockbuster ilm 
to receive an R-rated version on home 
video. In 2015, The Hobbit: The Battle 
of the Five Armies Extended Edition also 
received an R rating from the MPAA due 
to excessive violence.

Since there’s only one Harley Quinn, 
it remains to be seen which Harley-cen-
tered movie will enter production irst: 
Birds of Prey or Suicide Squad 2. Con-
sidering that Birds of Prey seems to be 
moving smoothly behind the scenes and 
doesn’t require juggling as many sched-
ules around, it’s possible that that ilm 
could shoot irst, which may actually be 
an advantage in the long-run.

One of the chief complaints of 2016’s 
Suicide Squad ilm was that it was PG-
13 when it clearly should’ve been rated 
R. If Birds of Prey releases as an R-rated 
movie and is successful, then that might 
pave the way for Suicide Squad 2 to also 
be rated R. But we’ll just have to wait and 
see what happens on that front. Overall, 
while Harley’s immediate future in the 
DCEU remains unclear, what is clear is 
that Warner Bros. isn’t letting go of the 
character anytime soon – and Robbie 
seems to be holding on tightly as well.

DC’S BIRDS OF PREY: MARGOT ROBBIE 
TEASES ‘R-RATED GIRL GANG FILM’


