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N  D , J  20 
(PTI): Ram Nath Kovind, 
the NDA candidate, was 
today elected as India’s 
14th president receiving 
an overwhelming majori-
ty of votes from the coun-
try’s lawmakers.

Kovind defeated op-
position’s Meira Kumar, a 
former Lok Sabha speak-
er, garnering more than 
65 percent of the votes in 
the Electoral College, the 
Returning Of icer for the 
poll announced today.

The 71-year old, who 
will be the second Dalit 
to hold the top constitu-
tional position, received 
2930 votes with a value of 
702044, the returning of-
icer, Anoop Mishra, said.

Kovind will be the 
irst BJP member to be 

elected president.
Kumar, also a Dalit, 

polled in 1844 votes with 
a value of 367314.

The Electoral College 
comprises of Members of 

Parliament and members 
of legislative assemblies 
of all states.

A total of 4,896 voters 
-- 4,120 MLAs and 776 
elected MPs -- were eli-
gible to cast their ballot. 
MLCs of states with legis-
lative council are not part 
of the electoral college.

While the value of an 
MLA’s vote depends on 
the population of his or 
her state, the value of an 
MP’s vote remains the 
same at 708.

The polling was 
marked by cross-voting 
in various states where 
many opposition mem-
bers favoured Kovind.

The Vice-Presidential 
election will be held on 
August 5.

While BJP has nom-
inated a former par-
ty president, Venkaiah 
Naidu, the opposition 
has ielded former West 
Bengal governor Gopal 
Krishna Gandhi.

Ram Nath Kovind
is the next President

of India

N  D , J  20 (PTI): 
China intends to unilater-
ally change the status of 
the tri-junction with Bhu-
tan, posing a challenge to 
India’s security, External 
Affairs Minister Sushma 
Swaraj said today.

Observing that Chi-
na was demanding the 
withdrawal of the Indian 
troops from the tri-junc-
tion point, she said India 
has been saying that both 
countries would have to 
withdraw their armies 
before amicably resolving 
the dispute through talks.

Responding to sup-
plementaries during 

Question Hour in the 
Rajya Sabha, Swaraj said 
“their (China’s) intention 
was to reach the tri-junc-
tion so that they can uni-
laterally end the status 
of the tri-junction. It was 
only then that India came 

into the picture.
“If China unilaterally 

changes the tri-junction 
point, then India’s secu-
rity is challenged,” she 
said, adding that Bhutan 
has protested in writing 
to China on this issue.

Swaraj also said that 
the country has been 
alert about its security 
in the context of China 
building infrastructure 
in the South China Sea. 
India favours freedom 
of navigation and unim-
peded commerce in the 
South China sea.

On the standoff at 
Dokalam, she referred to 
the written agreement 
between India, China and 
Bhutan in 2012 that the 
three nations will together 
decide on the boundaries 
at the tri-junction point.

The Minister said Chi-
na has been constructing 

roads earlier too, but now 
they have brought in bull-
dozers and excavators.

“We are saying that 
the matter can be re-
solved through talks, but 
both sides have to irst 
take back their armies,” 
she said.

The Minister said the 
boundaries between In-
dia and China are yet to 
be inalised and the two 
nations will do that bilat-
erally through a mecha-
nism already set up, while 
the same between China 
and Bhutan too will be 
done through talks.

The Minister also said 

that India was not “unrea-
sonable” on the issue and 
all nations were with it.

Swaraj said “all coun-
tries are supporting us 
and they understand 
that the stand taken by 
India on the issue is not 
wrong” as they realise 
that China is getting ag-
gressive with Bhutan.

“India’s position is not 
wrong on the tri-junction 
and all nations are with it. 
The law is with our coun-
try and all are realising 
this,” she said.

Replying to a supple-
mentary from Naresh 

China aiming to unilaterally change tri-
junction status: Sushma Swaraj
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SUMMIT REPORT
G , 20 J :

The State Central Library-Cul-
tural Affairs and Heritage 

Department, Government of 
Sikkim, conducted a reading 
activity along with group dis-
cussion and storytelling session 
for class V, VI and VII students of 
Chujachen Government Senior 
Secondary School, East District, 
on 18 Jul as a part of its Out-
reach Services, a press release 
informs.

It may be recalled that the 
Prime Minister had launched 
National Reading Day on 19 
Jun at Kochi this year, fol-
lowed by an announcement 
of Reading Month till 18 Jul 
2017 with the aim of turning 
India into a reading Nation by 
2022.

The State Central Library 
organized the programme with 
the objective of generating love 
for books and to revive read-
ing culture in the society. One 
of the services of the public 

library is to bring awareness 
on reading by making its re-
sources reach out to those who 
do not have access to public li-

brary facilities.
Short stories by Ruskin 

Bond, RK Narayan, Premchand, 
Enid Blyton and other illus-

trated stories were on the list 
for reading which captured the 
interest and response of the 
students.

State Library conducts reading
activity at Chujachen school

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 20 J :

North Sikkim Football Acad-
emy [NSFA], Mangan be-

came the champion of Sikkim 
Football Association Under-15 
knock out Football Tourna-
ment 2017 played here at Pal-
jor Stadium. In a nail-biting 
inal match played today, NSFA 

outplayed Sanju Football Acad-
emy, Sombaria in a tie-breaker.

The full time of the match 
ended in 2-2 draw. Jupno Lep-
cha scored a brace for North 
Sikkim FA in the 14th and 48th 
minute, while Riwas Biswakar-
ma also scored a brace for Sanju 
FA in the 27th and 48th minute.

The match entered into a 
tie-breaker through penalty 
shoot-out to decide the winner.  
In the tie-breaker, NSFA convert-
ed three shots into goals while 

Sanju FA scored just two goals. 
Finally, NSFA won the match by 
5-4 to lift the champions’ trophy.

The inal match had State 
Youth Development Board 
Chairperson, Khem Prasad 
Dahal, as the chief guest while 
Sports & Youth Affairs Depart-
ment Secretary, SD Dhakal, was 
present as the guest of honour. 
The match was also attended 
by SFA president, Menla Ethen-

pa, and other members and 
supporters of both teams.

The chief guest and other 
guests of honour handed over 
trophies to the winner and run-
ner-up teams. NSFA striker, 
Gosan Ningonbam was adjudged 
as the man of the inal match.

Ten teams participated in 
the tournament, which was 
kicked off on 10 Jul.

NSFA manager, Kunzang 

Bhutia, expressed his satisfac-
tion and happiness over the per-
formance shown by the acade-
my’s players in the inal match. 

The academy mainly focus-
es on young footballers with 
the aim of honing their skills 
and guiding them towards the 
right path, he added. NSFA was 
started last year and has been 
supported by North District 
Football Association.

North Sikkim FA wins U-15 knock out football tourney

N  D , J  20 (PTI): 
Seeking to explain the 
move to restrict the in-
centives under the Mater-
nity Bene it Programme 
(MBP) to the irstborn, 
the government today 
said the irst pregnancy 
“exposes a mother to new 
challenges”.

The government also 
said it has prepared the 
draft guidelines on MBP, 
which promises Rs 6,000 
to pregnant and lactating 
mothers.

The scheme was an-
nounced by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi in a 
televised address on the 
new year eve last year, 
declaring pan-India ex-
pansion of the existing 
Indira Gandhi Matritva 
Sahyog Yojana, which 
was being implemented 
in 56 districts on a pi-
lot-basis from 2010.

The scheme, howev-
er, halved the number of 
bene iciaries by restrict-
ing the bene its to irst-
borns, as against ‘ irst 
two live births’ applica-
ble earlier.

“The irst pregnancy 
of a woman exposes her 
to new kind of challenges 

and stress factors. Hence, 
the scheme provides 
support to the mother for 
safe delivery and immu-
nisation of her irst living 
child,” Minister of State 
for Women and Child 
Development Krishna 
Raj said in response to 
a question in the Rajya 
Sabha.

Pregnant women 
and lactating mothers 
are eligible to receive a 
cash bene it of Rs 5,000 
in three instalments 
through Direct Bene it 
Transfer from the wom-
en and child develop-
ment ministry.

The remaining cash 
incentive will be given af-
ter institutional delivery 
so that on an average a 
woman gets Rs 6,000.

PTI had earlier re-
ported that reduced 
allocation of funds of 
Rs 2,700 crore for the 
scheme in the Union Bud-
get 2017- 2018 might 
lead to reduction in the 
number of bene iciaries.

A government com-
mittee had earlier said 
an estimated Rs 14,512 
cr was required for the 
scheme.

Govt defends
restricting maternity
bene its to irst child

Army 
withdrawn 
from 
Darjeeling 
as fresh 
violence 
occurs
D  (WB), J  
20 (PTI): Amid the with-
drawal of Army from the 
hills on the state govern-
ment request, the pro-
Gorkhaland agitators 
continued to run amok 
today, burning down two 
government of ices at La-
mahatta in Darjeeling.

The Gorkha Janmuk-
ti Morcha supporters 
threw petrol bombs at 
a revenue department 
of ice and a panchayat 
of ice, reducing them to 
ashes, the police said.

The Supporters of the 
GJM and other hill parties 
also held a demonstra-
tion today outside the 

turn to pg02
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NDFA meeting discusses I-Day football tourney
WANGCHUK BHUTIA
M , 20 J :

North District Football Asso-
ciation conducted a meet-

ing on 19 Jul with regard to the 
Independence Day Area MLA 
Football Challenge Cup 2017 
which is organized by the asso-
ciation annually at Mangan pub-
lic ground in North Sikkim.

The meeting had the pres-
ence of vice president-NDFA, 
Jigmee Namgyal Bhutia [Nam-
dul], along with all executive 
members of the association.

It was informed during 
the meeting that interested 
teams can pay an entry fee 
of Rs 4000 at SS Electronics 
[9434174895/8145886212] in 
Mangan Bazaar to join the tour-
nament from 20-26 Jul. The ix-
ture for the same will be drawn 

on 27 Jul.
The prize money for the win-

ner of the tournament this year 
is Rs 1,20,000 with trophy and 

Rs 60,000 and trophy for the 
runners up team, it is informed.

QUARRYING WITH HEAVY MACHINES
S , 20 J : Heavy machines like JCBs are now being used for quarrying sand and gravel from our rivers 
raising questions about the impact of such methods of quarrying on the environment. At Rongi Chu in Singtam, 
excavators can be seen lifting gravel and sand from the river bank onto dump trucks. [Yogen Thatal]

M , 20 J  [IPR]: In 
compliance with the an-
nouncement made by the 
Chief Minister regarding 
upgradation of Mangan 
public ground during 
‘Janta Mela’ on 14 July, a 
team led by Additional 
Director-Sports Depart-
ment, Kamal Chhettri, 
accompanied by District 
Magistrate-North, Karma 
R Bonpo, inspected the 
ground for its upgrada-
tion, proposed gymnasi-
um hall and swimming 
pool today.

A team comprising 
of engineers, geologists 
and of icers from all line 
departments discussed 
technical aspects such 
as Geo technical studies 
for extension of ground 
at standard size [11 sid-

ed]. In this context, it was 
unanimously decided to 
divert existing approach 

road to Pentok in con-
vergence with Roads 
Department, demolition 

of existing VIP stage and 
sit-out gallery type-B. 
Geologists were asked 

to carry out soil test of 
proposed site of the gym-
nasium hall and sit-out 

gallery type-B.
During the course of 

inspection, Mr Chhettri 

informed that the de-
partment would take 
the construction work of 
playing area as top pri-
ority followed by gallery 
type-A & B, gymnasium 
hall and other allied facil-
ities of the ground.

The team also visit-
ed the proposed site of 
swimming pool at Pen-
tok near Zilla Panchayat 
Bhawan, wherein, Mr 
Chhettri asked DC/N to 
forward No Objection 
Certi icate of the pro-
posed site which falls 
under District Adminis-
tration’s jurisdiction to 
the Sports Department 
for further administra-
tive action. Simultane-
ously, geologists were 
asked to submit soil test 
report.

Of icials inspect Mangan public ground for proposed upgradation work 

Agrawal (SP), Swaraj 
said the principle of 
Panchsheel agreement 
between India and Chi-
na is very much relevant 
today.

Swaraj also said Chi-
na has stated its objec-
tive of becoming a “mar-
itime power” and as part 
of this strategy, it is de-
veloping ports and other 
infrastructure facilities 
in the littoral countries 
of the region, including 
in the vicinity of India’s 
maritime coundary.

“To say that India 
is being surrounded, I 
would say that India is 
very alert about its secu-
rity and that is why no-
body can corner it,” she 
said, when asked if China 
was aiming to surround 
India by setting up in-
frastructure in the South 
China Sea.

She said India’s policy 
is very clear on South Chi-
na Sea that there should 
be freedom of navigation 
and commerce should be 
unimpeded.

“If there are any differ-
ences, they need to be sort-
ed out through UNCLOS 
(United Nations Conven-
tion on Law of Sea).

China had in 2012 
said it wanted to become 
a maritime power and 
for achieving that, it set 
up various ports and oth-
er facilities,” she said.

In response to an-
other supplementary by 
Chhaya Verma (Cong), 
the minister said it was 
wrong to say that India 
had delayed in objecting 
to the OBOR (one belt, 
one road) issue.

She claimed that the 
moment India got to 
know that the OBOR was 
being made a part of the 
China Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC), it ob-

jected to the move imme-
diately.

“Under the OBOR ini-
tiative, China is under-
taking projects for devel-
opment of infrastructure 
facilities in several coun-
tries in the region. The so-
called CPEC which passes 
through Indian territory 
under illegal occupation 
of Pakistan, has been 
identi ied as a lagship 
project of OBOR,” she said 
in her written reply.

Swaraj said the gov-
ernment’s consistent po-
sition is that Pakistan has 
been in illegal occupation 
of parts of Indian state 
of Jammu and Kashmir 
since 1947 and New Delhi 
conveyed to Beijing at the 
highest level, its concerns 
about their activities in 
PoK and asked them to 
cease such activities.

“Government keeps 
a constant watch on all 
developments having a 
bearing on India’s securi-
ty and takes all necessary 
measures to safeguard 
it,” she said.

Meanwhile, also to-
day, Ministry of External 
Affairs spokesperson Go-
pal Baglay told reporters 
here that New Delhi has 
been in “close contact” 
with the Bhutan govern-
ment on the unfolding 
developments.

“India’s approach is 
to have a peaceful reso-
lution of issues on bor-
der with China,” he said 
underlining the under-
standing at the Astana 
meeting that differences 
between India and China 
should not be allowed to 
become disputes.

Baglay also con irmed 
that National Security 
Advisor Ajit Doval will 
travel to Beijing on the 
27th to attend a meeting 
of the BRICS multilateral 
grouping.

China aiming to
unilaterally change tri-junction

status: Sushma Swaraj
contd from pg01

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 20 J :

Government Junior 
High School Phalaic-

hadara and Government 
Primary School Toribari 
in Samdong, East Sikkim, 
undertook an exchange 
learning programme to-
day wherein students 
of class III of Phalaicha-
dara JHS were taken to 
Toribari PS along with 

three teachers led by RB 
Chhetri, a press release 
informs.

The main objective 
behind organizing the 
programme was to fa-
cilitate the exchange 
of teaching and learn-
ing between students 
as well as teachers and 
make students adapt to 
new and varied learning 
environment.

Exchange
learning programme by

Phalaichadara and
Toribari schools

BJP Sikkim 
congratulates 
President 
Kovind
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 20 J :

Bharatiya Janta Party 
Sikkim Pradesh has 

expressed happiness and 
congratulated Ram Nath 
Kovind on being elected 
as the 14th President of 
India. In a press release 
issued by the BJP state 
president, DB Chauhan, 
the party has expressed 
its belief that the demo-
cratic base of the country 
will be further strength-
ened under the Presi-
dentship of Mr Kovind.

district magistrate’s of ice 
demanding restoration of 
Internet services which 
remained suspended for 
the last 32 days.

The Army, mean-
while, was withdrawn 
from the restive hills af-
ter the state government 
sought its pull-out on 
July 18, a defence of icial 
said today.

“The Army was de-
ployed in the hills on July 
eight on request from the 
state government. The 
Army was withdrawn on 
July 18 as the state gov-
ernment sought its with-
drawal,” a defence of icial 
today said.

Meanwhile, a del-

egation of various hill 
parties met West Bengal 
Governor KN Tripathi 
today and submitted a 
memorandum regarding 
the situation in the hills.

While talking to report-
ers later on the sidelines 
of a programme, Tripathi 
said, “They came to meet 
me. I have told them to 
create an atmosphere so 
that normalcy could be re-
stored in that area.”

Some political par-
ty activists, dressed in 
traditional Nepali attire, 
took out rallies in the 
morning. The police and 
security forces patrolled 
the streets and kept a 
tight vigil at every entry 
and exit points.

Army withdrawn from...
contd from pg01
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Gangtok on 

Friday, 
21 July

Temp: 25°C /18°C
Forecast: A couple 
of morning t-show-
ers followed by a 
thundershower in 
parts of the area 
in the afternoon.
Sunrise: 04:52 AM
Sunset: 06:31 PM

INVITING RATION DONATIONS FOR EDITH WILKINS 
STREET CHILDREN FOUNDATION, DARJEELING

The Edith Wilkins Street Children Foundation in Darjeeling
is home to 70 orphan children. Due to the ongoing strike this or-
phanage is running out of essential supplies and have requested 
for our help and support. 

We at Orphanage Relief Darjeeling are trying to raise relief 
supplies and would appreciate any help either in cash or kind. 
They have requested the following items: rice, atta, milk powder, 
oil, biscuits, soyabean nuggets, chana-mattar and tea leaves. 
The pick-up points for your contributions are: 
1. Orient Pharmacy (Dr.Chettri’s clinic), M.G.Marg
2. Pick N Pack, Deorali
3. Rachna Books, Development Area

Alternatively, if you give us a call on the number below we can 
arrange a pick-up. We are aiming to send the supplies by the end 
of this week. For further information, questions please contact: 
7679654427.

Donors are also urged to leave behind their contact details so 
that we can keep them updated about the relief effort.

G , 20 J  [IPR]: 
A team of of icers com-
prising of SDM East, 
Deputy Controller LMU, 
AD PDS [Food & Civil 
Supplies], ASI and Food 
Inspector inspected the 
wholesale and retail 
stores along MG Marg 
in Gangtok to check the 
availability of essential 
commodities and any in-
stances of black market-
ing and hoarding.

The inspecting team 
visited most of the shops 
and stores and took de-
tailed stock of the com-
modities and enquired 
about the prices being 
charged against the stip-
ulated rates.

It was found that of 
late there has been a 

marked improvement in 
the availability of these 
essential commodities 
due to improvement in 

the situation along the 
highway and at Siliguri. 
However, during inspec-
tion it was found that 

there is some shortage of 
sugar and non premium 
rice which is expected to 
be normal by Friday.

The situation was 
found to be under con-
trol with supplies coming 
into the state.

Of icials carry out inspection of shops on MG Marg

N  D , J  19 
(PTI): President-elect 
Ram Nath Kovind got 
the maximum number of 
votes from Uttar Pradesh 
while TMC- ruled West 
Bengal offered him the 
rawest deal among big 
states en route to his vic-
tory over Meira Kumar 
in the presidential poll.

According to the 
data provided by the 
returning of icer for 
the election, in which 
Kovind garnered 2,930 
or 65.35 per cent of the 
total 4,774 valid votes 
(of 10,69,358 value) 
polled, shows the two 
contenders scored over-
whelmingly over each 
other in some states.

Kumar gained a 
total of 1,844 (hav-
ing value of 3,67,314) 
or 34.35 per cent of 
votes in the election.

The former Lok 
Sabha speaker drew a 
blank in once-a- Con-
gress bastion Andhra 
Pradesh, while in Left-
ruled Kerala Kovind 
got just one vote.

In Nagaland, Kov-
ind received 56 votes 
as against one to Ku-
mar. The result was 
lopsided in Kovind’s 
favour in Sikkim, too. 
He garnered 28 votes 
vis- -vis one of Kumar.

In the BJP-led Uttar 
Pradesh, which has the 
highest value of votes 
for the election, Kov-
ind received 335 votes 
(having value 69,680) 
against Kumar’s 65 
(valuing 13,520).

Kovind bagged all 
the 171 valid votes (of 
27,189 value) polled in 
the TDP-BJP combine 
ruled Andhra Pradesh.

In Maharashtra, 
which carries second 
highest value of votes 
at 50,225, Kovind 
got 208 of the total 
285 valid votes.

Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s home state 
Gujarat also gave illip 
to Kovind, who won 132 
votes (valuing 19404), 
restricting Kumar at 49.

Bihar, where the 
ruling JD(U) supported 
Kovind by breaking 
ranks with its grand 
alliance partners, the 
RJD and the Congress 
during the election, also 
proffered the NDA nom-
inee edge over Kumar.

Of the total 239 valid 
votes polled there, Kov-
ind gained 130, whereas 
Kumar scored 109 votes.

The bright spot for 
Kumar in this election 
was her scores in West 
Bengal and Kerala.

In West Bengal, she 
bagged 273 of the total 
valid 284 votes against 
Kovind’s meagre 11. The 
Left Front-ruled Kerala 
offered her 138 of the 
total 139 votes. In an-
other Left-ruled state, 
Tripura too, she did 
well to garner 53 votes 
against Kovind’s seven.

In AAP-ruled Delhi, 
she received 55 of the 
total 61 valid votes, 
while remaining votes 
went Kovind’s way.

Kovind gets
most votes from UP,

least in Kerala

N  D , J  20 
(PTI): The opposition 
today attacked the gov-
ernment over recent 
lynchings in the name of 
cow protection with the 
Congress accusing Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
of double speak and not 
doing enough to rein in 
the vigilantes.

Congress leader Kapil 
Sibal, while speaking in 
the Rajya Sabha on the 
lynching issue, said, “It is 
the PM whose statement 
is different during night 
and different during day...
It is the PM who is creat-
ing such an environment. 
It is better to stop double 
speak and come clean.”

He was participating 
in a discussion on the 
‘situation arising out of 
the reported increase in 
the incidents of lynching 
and arocities on minori-
ties and Dalits across the 
country’ which started 
yesterday.

Sibal alleged that 
Modi was doing nothing 
to restrain cow vigilantes 
who, he said, include ele-

ments from the VHP and 
the Bajrang Dal.

He said the year 2017 
has witnessed maximum 
murders and the cattle 
ban had negatively im-
pacted the leather indus-
try, besides companies 
manufacturing soap and 
shampoo.

“I am shaken and 
shattered by the imag-
es of grotesque violence 
and heart-wrenching 
scenes (which) I have 
seen on social media and 
Twitter. We did not see it 
in the last 50 years,” he 
said.

He went on to ques-
tion, “What is the senti-
ment behind it? Why 97 
per cent of the violence 
has taken place after 
2017?”

Targeting the prime 
minister, he said it was 
Modi who had “pro-
voked” such sentiments 
and quoted his three 
speeches on October 8, 
2015, August 6, 2016 and 
June 29, 2017.

Sibal said para-
doxically in one of the 

speeches, the PM had 
said that some people 
were involved in the 
crime during night and 
during the day they con-
verted into ‘gaurakshaks’, 
but no action was taken 
against such people.

He said the prime 
minister should not just 
quote Mahatma Gandhi, 
but follow him in letter 
and spirit.

Sibal said the VHP 
has announced creating 
a “holy army of gaurak-
shaks” and recruited 
2,700 people.

“These are recruited 
by the VHP and trained 
by the Bajrang Dal,” he 
said and questioned, 
“Why doesn’t he (PM) 
say that the VHP and the 
Bajrang Dal were anti-so-
cial? He gets political 
support for elections. 
Hindutva ideology has 
created a reign of terror,” 
he said.

He said the ight to-
day is between the “fake” 
and the “real” Hindu.

He said the House 
needs to rise to stop hoo-

ligans who were out to 
destroy peace and tran-
quility of the nation.

The Congress leader 
alleged that government 
was not able to even take 
care of cows as 50 cows 
had died in Haryana as 
they were not looked af-
ter well.

Raising a point of or-
der, Minister of State for 
Parliamentary Affairs 
Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi 
said Sibal should authen-
ticate three statements of 
the PM which he quoted, 
else these should be ex-
punged.

He also objected to 
mention of the VHP and 
the Bajrang Dal, saying 
it was the practice not to 
mention those who were 
not there in the House 
and could not defend 
themselves.

Oppn targets govt over recent 
lynchings; Cong attacks PM

India U-23 
lose to Syria 
U-23 in AFC 
Qualifying 
opener
D , J  20 (PTI): In-
dia lost 0-2 to Syria in 
their opening match of 
the AFC U-23 Champion-
ship Quali iers at the Jas-
sim Bin Hamad Stadium, 
here.

Both the teams played 
cautiously as the opening 
half failed to produce any 
goals late last night.

India pressed hard 
in their effort to unsettle 
the physically superior 
Syrians. The irst chance 
of the day fell to striker 
Daniel Lalhlimpuia but 
the ex-AIFF Academy ca-
det could not make the 
most of the opportunity.

Nikhil Poojary on the 
right lank kept the rival 
defence busy with his in-
cisive crosses, as the In-
dian mid ield preferred 
to rotate from one side to 
the other.

The high point for 
India came in the 37th 
minute when a string of 
passes found the tireless 
Germanpreet Singh but 
his prompt right-footer 
rebounded off the post 
for a corner.

The resultant corner, 
a long one from Anirudh 
Thapa was met by Nishu 
Kumar from the top of 
the box but it missed the 
target by a whisker as 
both teams headed to the 
interval locked goalless.

Changing over, striker 
Manvir Singh came close 
to scoring the opener but 

turn to pg05
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WRITE US: Readers are invited to 
comment on, criticise, run down, even 
appreciate if they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ 
indecorous language and personal 
attacks, except when against people 
responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be 
ignored. Letters which carry forward a 
conversation or initiate a dialogue will 
command immediate attention and 
receive prominence.  
Mail us at: letters@summittimes.com

Time to Deliver
After all, it’s never too late, or too 

early, to get your act together

When headlines like these begin surfacing, one 
knows that elections are not very far away. And 

that time has arrived. The next general and assembly 
elections, should things follow the normal course, are 
now less than two years away – a year and around nine 
months to be precise. Headlines such as these are nor-
mally reserved as wake-up calls for governments in 
power to buckle up and, well, deliver because people 
tend to remember the inal year and a half of a term 
much clearer than the full ive years. The party in pow-
er appears to have understood this phenomenon well 
and one can expect at least some of the mega-projects 
which have been in the making for a while now to 
crowd the fag end of the term with inaugurations and 
lamboyant openings. 

But the time to deliver is not always for govern-
ments alone. Hence, we stretch the call this time to 
extend to the people as well. Investments and “devel-
opment” might have stagnated in Sikkim of late, and 
while that is the general conditions de ining the sit-
uation all over the country, this pause provides the 
State an opportunity to take stock and take a call. 
The people cannot afford to continue ignoring this 
requirement much longer because if they still do not 
engage, then all their paranoia about getting swamped 
will come true sooner than the doomsday predictors 
have been proclaiming. The government has been on 
overdrive mode to attract investors and has brought 
in many. The tax breaks and subsidies have a limited 
shelf-life, so these investments are not going to last 
much longer. But Sikkim is going to require them to 
compensate for the setback that traditional livelihood 
models have taken and to accommodate the aspira-
tions of the young. The people then have to provide 
more reasons for investments to come in and create 
even better opportunities here.

That said, should investors give Sikkim the pass, 
the State will obviously continue living off central 
largesse and if local entrepreneurs and workforce 
don’t measure up to the pressures of the private sec-
tor and service industry, then all the spin-offs will be 
cornered by “non-locals”. This hypothetical scenario 
is not exaggerated. In fact, it is already ringing truer 
than should be considered comfortable. If the Sik-
kimese continue burying their heads in the sand to 
opportunities, then the sheer volume of opportuni-
ties will swamp away whatever vestiges of local pro-
tection Sikkim might cling on to in a situation where 
locals have no control over the biggest weapon of the 
present times - commerce.

Investors are not attracted just by cheap power, 
tax-breaks and land. They need human resources. Po-
tential is available everywhere and in today’s world, 
so are opportunities. What makes the difference is the 
willingness of the people to exploit their potential. 
The Sikkimese people have proven time and again that 
they are perhaps among the laziest people around. 
Employment avenues have developed in the private 
sector, but the youth prefers to use them as stop-gap 
arrangements until they can get into the government. 
This attitude manifests in slack work ethics and very 
soon it leads to resentments. Private enterprise is na-
scent at best with even government loans seen more 
as grants and pocket money than the support for 
self-employment they are meant to be. Recent data 
has also projected that Sikkim has among the highest 
unemployment rates in the country. Even if one were 
to accept that this is skewed data since only govern-
ment service continues to be seen as employment in 
Sikkim, one cannot ignore the fact that too many youth 
are not happy with the work they are doing. And that 
is also a matter of concern.

The situation, however is not necessarily as bleak 
as this piece might suggest. Sikkim is a small state with 
a small population, so it usually does not take too much 
to turn things around. Thankfully, Sikkim also still has 
time to get its act into shape. But, like is the irst condi-
tion for a drug addict to recover, realisation and accep-
tance have to come irst. The Sikkimese have to realize 
that they have gone through the past four decades in a 
hand-outs induced stupor. It’s time for them to deliver, 
but they have to resolve to wake up irst.

MAGALI DREYFUS
theconversation.com

A year after COP21 and the adop-
tion of the Paris Agreement, in-

ternational policymakers are still 
struggling to convert targets into ac-
tion. This is clearly indicated by the 
title of the recent followup COP in 
Marrakech: Turn the Promise of Paris 
into Action.

But as the international commu-
nity putters along, cities and local 
communities are already staking out 
the front lines of the ight against cli-
mate change.

CITIES TAKE THE LEAD
Over the years, sub-national actors, 
such as cities and regions, have ac-
quired increasing weight in interna-
tional negotiations. Policymakers and 
scholars alike acknowledge cities’ 
vulnerability to, and share of respon-
sibility in, environmental degradation. 
As the recent C40 Mayors Summit in 
Mexico City demonstrated, mayors of 
the world’s metropolises are also in-
terested in creating low-carbon and 
resilient urban futures.

Because local governments con-
trol key sectors of environmental 
policy, and have high concentrations 
of people, economic activity and po-
litical clout, cities are a necessary 
well positioned to design innovative 
climate change solutions.

In Tokyo, for example, the metro-
politan government set up the irst 
city-level cap-and-trade system for 
buildings’ energy ef iciency. If the 
biggest energy-using facilities fail to 
meet speci ied targets, they must buy 
credits from compliant buildings that 
can sell their surplus credits. 

In South Korea, Seoul’s Station 
7017 Project will convert an old ele-
vated road into a pedestrian path that 
connects the city centre to other dis-
tricts and to Seoul train station. This 
will not only help revitalise certain 
city districts, it will also add green 
space to this dense metropolitan 
area.

Then there’s the German city 
of Hamburg. It is implementing an 
ambitious plan to make the city car-
free within 20 years by developing 
a major green network of bike and 
pedestrian paths that link the city 
to its periphery, as well as to parks, 
playgrounds, cemeteries and other 
public spaces. In addition to making 
cars unnecessary, the greenways will 
improve resilience to loods and nat-
ural disasters, and absorb more car-
bon dioxide.

PEOPLE POWER
People have immense power to tack-
le climate change. And this is true es-
pecially in the vital energy sector. As 
scholarly literature has demonstrated, 
“community power” – fostering citi-
zen participation in renewable energy 
projects – eases their implementation, 
reduces energy demand, and may ulti-
mately reduce greenhouse gases.

This idea was the inspiration for 
the recent World Community Power 
Conference, held in Fukushima, Japan 
from November 3 to 4, the same time 

as the Paris Agreement’s rati ication. 
At the event, which was the irst of its 
kind, participants from academia, lo-
cal government, civil society, business 
and even schools explored how com-
munities can be agents for increasing 
sustainability at the local level.

Organised by the Japan Commu-
nity Power Association, the Institute 
for Sustainable Energy Policies and 
the World Wind Energy Association, 
the attendees addressed topics from 
energy democracy and regional coop-
eration to community power’s value 
for developing countries. Barriers to 
cooperation between local govern-
ments, citizens and business were 
also tackled.

Fukushima, where a 2011 earth-
quake and tsunami caused a nuclear 
plant meltdown, was a highly sym-
bolic host location. In the aftermath 
of that disaster, local leaders decided 
to adopt the target of having 100% 
renewable energy by 2040. To do so, 
residents, businesses and local gov-
ernments are working together to 
make solar and wind their primary 
energy sources.

This collaboration takes the form 
of several community projects. In the 
Fukushima Airport Solar Power Proj-
ect, citizens were partial inancial in-
vestors) in the purchase and installa-
tion of solar panels to provide about 
1.2 megawatts of electricity to the 
airport. Another initiative within the 
prefecture, the Fukushima Ryozen 
Citizens’ Joint Power Plant, also used 
citizen funds to help local farmers in-
stall a solar farm. It provides about 50 
kilowatts of power.

Community power, then, is one 
way to enhance renewable energy 
use and phase out fossil fuels. Be-
cause it also entails stronger energy 
security, it necessarily emphasises 
democratic engagement and local au-
tonomy. Community power may also 
carry such signi icant socioeconomic 
bene its as job creation, communi-
ty well-being, new revenue sources, 
solutions to fuel scarcity or even low-
er energy tariffs.

JUST WHAT IS COMMUNITY 
POWER?

There is no common de inition of 
community power but, at a basic lev-

el, it implies citizen participation in 
the production and use of a sustain-
able energy system, with some de-
gree of control over the activity.

When citizens have ownership – 
at least partial – of renewable energy 
plants, by for instance, holding shares 
in a cooperative, that’s community 
power. If citizens participate in the 
planning, installation and operation-
al decisions of an energy company, 
by exercising strategic voting rights 
as board members, for example, that, 
too, constitutes community power.

And communities that receive the 
socioeconomic bene its of their en-
ergy sector when the bene its of the 
company are reinvested in the activ-
ity, also have such power.

In such scenarios, citizens cease 
to be mere consumers and become 
producers as well as consumers. This 
broad de inition expands the range 
of forms community power could in-
clude. And that’s important because 
local particularities as well as numer-
ous legal and policy obstacles remain 
powerful barriers to developing com-
munity power.

Sharing local experiences also 
helps other communities forge paths 
forward. For instance, in Denmark, a 
law makes it mandatory for consum-
ers or municipal cooperatives to own 
district heating. The same provision 
previously applied to electricity pro-
duction, and when the European en-
ergy market liberalised rules so that 
private competitors began operating 
in the renewable energy sector, locals 
protested. The episode highlights 
how citizen involvement can facili-
tate the development and embrace of 
renewable energy projects.

It also shows how strategically 
structuring the energy market will 
be important to growing sustainable 
systems. The recent Clean Energy for 
all Europeans package, which sup-
ports the idea that “consumers are 
active and central players in the ener-
gy markets of the future”, seems well 
informed by the market side of com-
munity power.

THE FUKUSHIMA DECLARATION
The declaration that emerged from 
Fukushima meeting – For the future 
of the earth – intends to make com-

munity power the “prevailing model 
of the future renewable energy sup-
ply all over the world.”

To meet that goal, participants 
committed to enhancing communica-
tion around best practices, working 
with local governments on renewable 
energy-focused master plans and en-
gaging in politics nationally and in-
ternationally to facilitate the right de-
velopment conditions. They will also 
seek to promote community power in 
developing countries through knowl-
edge transfer.

This declaration is, of course, 
a soft instrument; it cannot legally 
compel action. Still, it sheds light on 
important intersections between 
people and politics in the ight against 
climate change. Community power 
efforts will not only be key to meet-
ing the Paris Agreement objective of 
staying below a 2°C temperature rise 
over pre-industrial levels, it may also 
make governance structures more 
democratic.

The trend towards energy de-
centralisation in many countries is 
a good example of where it can have 
a big impact. As early as 2010, inter-
national development agencies were 
highlighting the contribution that a 
decentralised energy system could 
make to meeting the UN Millennium 
Development Goals.

By delegating power governance 
to the sub-national level, decentrali-
sation brings control of important re-
sources much closer to citizens. That 
change gives cities a chance to inno-
vate at the grassroots level, rather 
than leaving it to wealthy communi-
ties with the resources to undertake 
ambitious energy programmes.

If the Fukushima meeting was an 
instance of the early stage of com-
munity power getting organised, the 
coming years will be key to prov-
ing its scalability and universality. 
Planned to be held in Mali, the next 
conference will take place on a con-
tinent where socioeconomic develop-
ment and energy security are just as 
important as tackling the global chal-
lenge of climate change.

[the writer is Research Fel-
low, Centre national de la re-
cherche scienti ique (CNRS)]

MAHIMA A.R. RAI 

Substance addiction in simple terms is a disease 
of the brain.  Drug use brings about changes in 

the functioning of the brain. The person continues 
to take in the harmful chemicals as the brain dis-
combobulates him into thinking that it is necessary 
for his survival.  Substance addiction is not a mor-
al issue; it is an illness which needs treatment and 
therapy like any other physical/mental illness.

Research reveals that addiction to drugs or 
alcohol is one of the most stigmatised condi-
tions across societies - with apathetic attitude of 
communities towards people with substance use 
disorder, prejudices, negative terminologies en-
circling it such as addict, dirty, clean, recovering 
addict. The ‘stigma’ of addiction is so reprehen-
sible that the community which could use help 
from recovery treatment or services resist such 
programmes .Thus, stigma is one of the greatest 
barriers for people seeking help with a substance 
use disorder.

According to Johann Hari author of the book 
- Chasing the Scream : The irst and Last days of 
the War on Drugs “The opposite of addiction is not 
sobriety, it is human connection”. We as a society 
have failed to connect with persons suffering from 

substance addiction because of our preconceived 
images related to substance use disorder, hence, 
isolating the person in need of real help, marginal-
ising the person’s life and pushing him deeper into 
the condition. 

We can take a step and connect with people 
suffering from this disease by using proper med-
ical terminologies to describe their condition as 
is done for any other disease, for instance instead 
of tagging a person as an addict we could use the 
term “person with substance use disorder”, instead 
of alcoholic, “person with an alcohol use disorder”, 
instead of clean ‘abstinent’, instead of recovering 
addict ‘person in recovery or person in long term 
recovery’.  This will pave way to reduce the shame 

surrounding this illness and help a person suffering 
from it to come forward and get treatment without 
fear of being labelled or branded as an ‘addict’ or 
an ‘alcoholic’ for the rest of their lives.

Further we need to know that addiction is not 
only about the amount of drug or alcohol intake of 
a person but it is actually what the drug or alcohol 
does to a person. It destroys not only the person 
but families and communities. We should erase the 
notion of substance addiction as being an individu-
al problem. It will ultimately boomerang and affect 
the entire society as we are all interdependent. 

We can help individuals overcome this malady, 
starting with change in our behaviour, words we 
use, conceptions and the understanding we have 
of persons with substance or alcohol use disorder. 
We need to be able to create an environment where 
people can openly seek treatment, be honest about 
it and stay in long term recovery and be an asset 
for the society. 

Above all we need to educate ourselves regard-
ing this issue and see how the disease of addiction 
can be addressed by treatment instead of criminal-
ising it. 

[the writer is a Vth Semester student 
at Sikkim Government Law College]

Hate the Sin, Not
the Sinner

People Power: how communities and cities
can help save the environment
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GJM demands 
restoration 
of Internet 
services 
in Hills
D  (WB), J  
20 (PTI): Gorkha Jan-
mukti Morcha activists 
and other hill parties 
today held a demonstra-
tion outside the district 
magistrate’s of ice here 
demanding restoration 
of Internet services in 
the hills.

Internet services 
have been suspended for 
the last 32 days.

There were no inci-
dents of violence or ar-
son since yesterday night 
as the inde inite shut-
down in the hills entered 
its 36th day today.

Some political party 
activists dressed in tradi-
tional Nepali attire took 
out rallies this morning.

The Gorkha Janmukti 
Morcha also has plans to 
organise rallies in vari-
ous parts of the hills later 
in the day in support of 
their cause.

Police and securi-
ty forces patrolled the 
streets and kept a tight 
vigil at every entry and 
exit points.

All shops, restau-
rants, hotels, schools and 
colleges remained closed 
except pharmacies.

K , J  19 (PTI): 
The Naga People’s Front 
(NPF) today alleged that 
Nagaland Governor P B 
Acharya had played a 
partisan role in installing 
the T R Zeliang govern-
ment in the state.

“The haste with 
which he has acted fa-
vouring the RSS- friendly 
dispensation should be a 
wake up call for the Naga 
people...,” said a release 
issued by NPF Media and 
Press Bureau here.

“It was very clear that 
the governor who was a 
decorated ‘RSS pracharak’...
with a single agenda but he 
could not effectively ful ill 
his mission so long as the 
BJP was riding piggy back 

on the NPF,” it alleged.
“By aligning with the 

BJP all these years and 
playing host to the saf-
fron party, the NPF was 
successful in containing 
the agenda of the BJP in 
Nagaland,” it said.

They alleged that 
the BJP seemed to be 
buoyed by the Assam and 
Manipur victories and 

planned to repeat “an-
other Arunachal experi-
ment in Nagaland”.

It said the Nagaland 
governor owed an ex-
planation to the people 
and his conscience about 
what “extenuating cir-
cumstances prompted 
him to support legislators 
sans party set up this time 
round when he did exact-

ly the opposite in 2015”.
“Or has he forgotten 

that in 2015 he did not 
entertain the NPF dissi-
dents’ plea to dismiss the 
then so-called ‘minority’ 
government of TR Zeliang 
who then had the sanc-
tion and mandate of the 
party set up?” it asked.

It claimed the day af-
ter the NPF severed ties 
with the BJP, the gover-
nor dismissed the NPF-
led government.

On a day of fast-mov-
ing political develop-
ments, T R Zeliang was 
today sworn in as the new 
chief minister replacing 
Shurhozelie Liezietsu 
who was sacked by Gov-
ernor P B Acharya.

But within hours, the 
NPF expelled Zeliang for 
six years for “anti-party 
activities”, indicating the 
political turmoil was far 
from over.

“He was adamant and 
has already planned to 
dismantle the NPF party,” 
NPF working presidents 
Huska Yepthomi and 
Apong Pongener said.

They claimed the de-
cision was taken to keep 
peace in the party.

Zeliang, however, was 
unfazed saying he would 
continue to remain the 
NPF leader in the House.

“The expulsion from 
the party does not affect 
the membership inside 
the House,” he said.

Nagaland Governor played
a partisan role: NPF

28 killed 
as bus falls 
into gorge
S , J  20 (PTI): 
Twenty-eight passengers 
were killed and eight 
other injured when a bus 
plunged into a 500-feet 
deep gorge at Khaneri in 
Rampur on the Hindu-
stan-Tibet National High-
way, about 140 km from 
here, today.

The private bus was 
carrying 36 passengers 
from Reckong Peo in Kin-
naur to Nauni in Solan 
when the accident took 
place.

A magisterial inquiry 
has been ordered to as-
certain the cause of the 
accident. However, pre-
liminary investigations 
said a tyre burst led to 
the accident.

Bodies of all 28 vic-
tims have been recovered 
and 11 of them have been 
identi ied, Deputy Com-
missioner, Shimla, Rohan 
Chand Thakur said.

The deceased includ-
ed 18 men, 9 women 
and a child.Four of the 
seriously injured per-
sons have been referred 
to IGMC Shimla and four 
other were undergoing 
treatment at Civil Hospi-
tal Khaneri.

The DC said an imme-
diate relief of Rs 10,000 
has been given to the next 
of kin of the deceased.

Additional district 
Magistrate Suneel Shar-
ma is at the spot super-
vising relief and rescue 
operations.

A CISF team is on the 
spot while a NDRF team 
from Sunni is on way to 
Rampur.
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 Summit TIMES
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his header landed safely 
into the Syrian goalkeep-
er’s gloves.

As the game neared 
the hour-mark, the Indi-
ans appeared to lose the 
plot a bit -- skipper Lalru-
atthara and Nishu Kumar 
going into the referee’s 
book for challenges.

Syria went ahead in 
the 64th minute through 
striker Rabie Srour who 
lobbed the ball over In-
dian goalkeeper Vishal 
Kaith who was caught 
out of position. Central 
defender Salam Ranjan 
Singh made a valiant at-
tempt to keep the ball out 
of the net but to no avail.

India’s irst substi-
tution came in the 72nd 

minute Hitesh Sharma 
coming in for Daniel. 
Head Coach Stephen 
Constantine followed it 
up with a double substi-
tution in the 81st minute 
Sarthak Golui and Rob-
inson Singh coming in 
for Lalruatthara and An-
irudh Thapa respectively.

Three minutes later, 
Nikhil Poojary powered 
another cross from the 
right lank but Hitesh 
mistimed his leap to ind 
the elusive equaliser.

Syria sealed the fate 
of the match in the 88th 
minute when Fares Ar-
naout doubled their lead.

India U-23 boys will 
next play hosts and 
group favourites Qatar 
on Friday.

India U-23 lose to Syria U-23 
in AFC Qualifying opener

contd from pg03

B , J  20 (AFP): 
Under the shadow of 
heavy police surveillance, 
around 20 close friends of 
China’s late Nobel laure-
ate Liu Xiaobo have held a 
de iant private memorial 
in Beijing.

Since the prominent 
democracy activist died 
of liver cancer in custo-
dy last week, his Chinese 
supporters say they have 
been barred from leaving 
their homes or organising 
commemorative events, 
while censors have 
blocked online tributes.

But on the seventh 
day following Liu’s death 
- an important milestone 
for the deceased in tra-
ditional Chinese culture 
- the group gathered last 
evening for a two-and-
half- hour ceremony in 
which they shared mem-
ories of the man.

“Xiaobo is gone, but 
we are still alive,” Jin Yan, 
one of the attendees, said 
at the memorial, accord-
ing to a statement re-
leased by the organisers 
today.

“During the democra-
cy movement in Eastern 
Europe, many people 
were killed or sent to 
the mental hospital. But 
they had a saying within 
the movement: between 
the living and the dead, 
there’s a moral contract. 
The living has an obli-
gation to complete what 
the dead started.”

Public gatherings 
to commemorate the 
deaths of prominent dis-
sidents are rare.

In the past, those who 
took part in memorials 
have been subjected to 
questioning, detention 
and in some cases even 
charged with the crime 
of “picking quarrels and 

provoking trouble”.
Liu was sentenced 

to 11 years in prison in 
2009 for “subversion” 
after co-writing Charter 
08, a petition calling for 
democratic reforms in 
Communist Party-ruled 
China.

The veteran of the 
1989 Tiananmen Square 
protests was awarded 
the Nobel Peace Prize in 
2010, but he was not al-
lowed to attend the cere-
mony in Oslo.

Two days after his 
death, of icials released 
a video of Liu’s wife and 
relatives lowering an urn 
containing his ashes into 
the sea, an untraditional 
form of burial in China 
which friends saw as a 
way to deprive his sup-
porters of a pilgrimage 
site.

A photo of the event 
in Beijing shows around 
20 people in a room, 
holding candles and pho-
tos of the bespectacled 
writer.

His portrait was 
placed on a wall, lanked 
by lowers. Another im-
age shows the group 
bowing their heads.

An attendee who 
asked not to be named 
said state security of i-
cers stood guard outside 
the building, while some 
mourners were driven to 
the site in police cars.

Still others were pre-
vented by police from par-
ticipating in the memorial.

“(Liu) lived just 60 
years, with the last 30 
years full of frustrations 
and suffering,” said Xu 
Xiao, another attendee, ac-
cording to the statement.

“Rather than say that 
the regime is too cruel, 
we may say that Liu Xiao-
bo was too brave.”

Late Chinese Nobel
laureate’s friends hold

de iant memorial

Police cane 
charge, lob 
teargas shells 
to disperse 
agitating 
students in 
Mizoram
Aizawl, Jul 20 (PTI): Po-
lice today resorted to cane 
charge and lobbed teargas 
shells to disperse agitating 
students near the higher 
and technical education 
department’s technical 
wing of ice in Aizawl.

The students were 
protesting the inclusion 
of four Chakma students 
in the state quota to 
study in medical colleges.

Mizo Zirlai Pawl 
(MZP), the apex Mizo 
student body said in a 
statement that the state 
government refused to 
cancel the ongoing coun-
selling of those selected 
for technical studies.

“MZP will organ-
ise statewide inde inite 
bandh from tomorrow 
until the state govern-
ment cancels counselling 
for the Chakma students 
selected to study medi-
cine,” the statement said.

The students congre-
gated today after the four 
Chakma students entered 
the venue of the counsel-
ling under police escort.

C , J  20 (PTI): 
Australia will provide 
USD 377,000 as inancial 
assistance to Sri Lan-
ka to help it combat its 
worst-ever dengue out-
break which has claimed 
over 200 lives and infect-
ed nearly 100,000 people.

Australian Foreign 
Affairs Minister Julie 
Bishop, who was on a 
two-day visit to the coun-
try, promised the Austra-
lian assistance to combat 
the dengue fever in Sri 
Lanka.

Bishop also called on 
President Maithripala 
Sirisena this morning to 
know about the worst 
outbreak of dengue fever 
in Sri Lanka.

Australia would 
immediately provide 
475,000 Australian dol-
lars (USD 377,000) to 
the World Health Orga-
nization (WHO) to imple-
ment immediate dengue 
prevention, management 
and eradication pro-
grammes in Sri Lanka, 
Bishop said yesterday.

Australia will also 
grant one million Aus-
tralian dollars (USD 
795,000) for a research 
partnership between its 
Monash University and 
Sri Lanka’s Health Min-
istry to test the introduc-
tion of naturally occur-
ring Wolbachia bacteria 
to eradicate dengue fever 
from Sri Lanka.

According to WHO 
igures, from January 

1 to July 7, 215 people 
have died out of the total 
80,732 people infected 
by the outbreak of den-
gue fever, a 4.3 fold high-
er than the average num-
ber of cases for the same 
period between 2010 
and 2016.

Nearly 43 per cent of 
the cases were reported 
from the Western Prov-
ince, the WHO said, add-
ing that the most affected 
area is the Colombo dis-
trict where a total 18,186 
cases were reported, 
followed by Gampaha 
(12,121), Kurunegala 
(4,889), Kalutara (4,589), 
Batticaloa (3,946), Rat-

napura (3,898) and Kan-
dy (3,853).

As an urgent measure 
to combat the epidemic, 
the Cabinet decided yes-
terday to impose regula-
tions to check houses and 
properties which are be-
ing overlooked for main-
tenance to take legal ac-
tion against them under 
public security Act.

The hospitals in Sri 
Lanka are teeming with 
patients, and the govern-
ment has deployed sol-
diers, police and health 
of icials to monitor houses 
and clear rotting garbage, 
stagnant water pools 
and other potential mos-
quito-breeding grounds 
across the country.

Australia to help Sri Lanka combat
its worst dengue fever

N  D , J  20 (PTI): 
The Supreme Court today 
asked searching questions 
about contours of right to 
privacy in the digital age 
when personal informa-
tion was randomly shared 
with all types of govern-

ment and private entities.
The apex court, which 

has ventured to examine 
whether right to priva-
cy can be held as a fun-
damental right, wanted 
to know about the tests 
which could be used to 

Right to privacy: SC asks searching questions
regulate and enforce pri-
vacy right when there 
could be “legitimate or 
illegitimate” use of data.

The top court gave 
the examples of personal 
information like thumb 
impression people volun-
tarily gave for using mo-
bile phones and i-Phones 
which, it said, in a way 
amounted to surrender 
of privacy to both private 
and government bodies.

“So does it amount 
to surrender of the con-
stitutional or personal 
rights?” it asked

It said a large sec-
tion of the people gave 
consent for data for a 
particular purpose, but 
wanted to know about 
the section which was 
unconcerned about the 
collection of data.

A specially constiti-
tuted nine-judge bench 
headed by Chief Justice J 
S Khehar sought to know 
how and what should be 
the test if there was unin-
formed consent for use of 
data by majority of inter-
net and mobile users.

“How could the State 
step in to protect or reg-

ulate data.
The moment you open 

your i-Pad by using your 
thumb impression, your 
inger print may get into 

public domain and you 
may not know,” it said.

While asking about 
contours of right to pri-
vacy in the modern dig-
ital age, the bench, also 
comprising Justices J 
Chelameswar, S A Bob-
de, R K Agrawal, Rohin-
ton Fali Nariman, Abhay 
Manohar Sapre, D Y 
Chandrachud, Sanjay Kis-
han Kaul and S Abdul Na-
zeer, said that if it could 
be invoked against the 
“world at large”, then the 
State would have to make 
a law to safeguard it.

It said contours of 
this right have expanded 
in the ageof Internet and 
data protection where 
private players were also 
privy to personal infor-
mation of citizens.

“If there is a right to 
privacy which is hori-
zontal and is actionable 
against the world at large 
and not just the State, 
then the immediate con-
sequence will be an ob-

ligation on the State to 
enact a law to regulate 
private players also to en-
sure that this right is pro-
tected,” the bench said.

It asked as to what 
would be remedies avail-
able to the aggrieved 
persons if their right to 
privacy was violated by 
“non-state actors”.

“The State is then un-
der an obligation to en-
sure that personal data 
does not go to private 
(non-State) parties,” it 
said.

The bench also said, 
“The government cannot 
say that your right has 
been violated by private 
parties and hence, it can-
not do anything”.

The court, which 
yesterday observed that 
right to privacy could 
not be abolute and the 
State might put restric-
tions, questioned the ex-
tent upto which a person 
could claim right to pri-
vacy and decide to part 
or not to part with the 
personal information.

Giving an illustra-
tion, it said an individual 
could apply for a pass-

port and refuse to give 
information about his 
father or a person could 
decline details about the 
biological parents of his 
adopted son.

“In the context of 
digital age, how far or to 
which extent, can a person 
say that he will disclose or 
he will not disclose...Can 
you have right to privacy 
to suppress your identity,” 
the bench asked.

The second day of 
the day-long hearing 
saw senior advocates 
like Arvind Datar, Anand 
Grover, Sajan Poovayya 
and Meenakshi Arora 
pressing hard that right 
to privacy was inherent-
ly linked to fundamental 
right which could not be 
invaded and that the gov-
ernment had the respon-
sibility to protect it from 
being violated by both the 
state and private entities.

Datar said in every 
jurisprudence, contours 
of right to privacy differed 
on a case-to-case basis 
and assailed the views ex-
pressed in the M P Shar-
ma and Kharak Singh cas-
es by the apex court that 

the right to privacy was 
not a fundamental right, 
saying, “Now they do not 
hold good.”

Grover also support-
ed the arguments in fa-
vour of privacy right and 
assailed the verdict in the 
M P Sharma case, saying 
that the right to privacy 
was not argued.

The senior lawyer 
said the Constitution 
iwas a living document 
and its interpretation 
must be done in accor-
dance with passage of 
time and developments 
in the law.

“The interpretation of 
the Constitution must be 
done in light of the devel-
oping law domestically 
and internationally and 
India’s obligations under 
various international le-
gal instruments,” he said.

“This is very import-
ant,” the bench said, 
adding that if India was 
signatory of the Univer-
sal Declaration of Human 
Rights in 1948, then the 
subsequent judgement 
in the M P Sharma case 
in 1954 was “wrong at its 
very inception”.



6 SummitTIMES | 21 July 2017 Sports&Specials

P , J  20 (AFP): AIDS claimed 
a million lives in 2016, almost half 
the 2005 toll that marked the peak 
of the deadly epidemic, said a UN 
report today proclaiming “the 
scales have tipped”.

Not only are new HIV infec-
tions and deaths declining, but 
more people than ever are on 
life-saving treatment, according to 
data published ahead of an AIDS 
science conference opening in Par-
is on Sunday.

“In 2016, 19.5 million of the 
36.7 million people living with HIV 
had access to treatment,” said the 
UNAIDS global roundup.

This marked the first time 
that more than half of infected 
people were receiving anti-ret-
roviral treatment, which sub-
dues the AIDS virus but does not 
kill it.

“AIDS-related deaths have fall-
en from 1.9 million in 2005 to one 
million in 2016,” said the authors, 
adding that “for the irst time the 
scales have tipped.”

The year 2016 saw 1.8 million 
new infections, almost half the re-
cord number of some 3.5 million in 
1997, said the report.

In total, 76.1 million people 
have been infected with HIV, the 
virus that causes AIDS, since the 
epidemic started in the 1980s. 
Some 35 million have died.

“Communities and families are 
thriving as AIDS is being pushed 
back,” said UNAIDS executive di-
rector Michel Sidibe.

“As we bring the epidemic un-
der control, health outcomes are 
improving and nations are becom-
ing stronger.”

As yet, there is no HIV vaccine 

or cure, and infected people rely 
on lifelong anti-retroviral therapy 
to stop the virus replicating.

Without treatment, HIV-in-
fected people go on to develop 
AIDS, a syndrome that weakens 

the immune system and leaves the 
body exposed to opportunistic in-
fections such as tuberculosis, and 
some types of cancer.

Treatment carries side effects 
and is costly, but allows infected 
people to be healthier for longer.

Most progress has been made 
in east and southern Africa, the 
region that was hardest hit by the 
epidemic and where many inter-
ventions were focused.

Since 2010, AIDS-related 
deaths in the region declined by 
42 per cent. The region accounts 
for half the world’s infected pop-
ulation, with women and girls 
disproportionately affected at 60 
per cent.

Sixty per cent of all people who 
receive anti-retroviral therapy live 
in east and southern Africa which, 
along with west and central Eu-

rope and the Americas, is on target 
to meet the so-called 90-90-90 tar-
gets set by the UN, said the report.

By 2020, states the plan, 90 
percent of infected people must 
know their status, of whom 90 
percent must be on treatment. In 
90 per cent of those, the virus will 
be “suppressed” by medicine to 
the extent that it cannot function 
or replicate.

By 2016, 70 per cent of infect-
ed people knew their status, said 
the new report. Of those, 77 per 
cent were on treatment, and 82 
per cent had virus suppression.

UNAIDS expressed concern 
about two regions with wors-
ening AIDS trends: the Middle 
East-North Africa, and eastern Eu-
rope-central Asia. Both are areas 
marred by con lict and political 
uncertainty.

Amid turning tide, AIDS claimed 1 mln lives in 2016: UN

SUMMIT REPORT
M , 20 J :

District Collector-North, 
Karma R Bonpo, distrib-

uted track suits, t-shirts and 
training shoes to boys of the 
North Sikkim Football Acade-
my at Tiger Five Mini Stadium 
in Mangan on 18 Jul. The out-
its were sponsored by Teesta 

Urja. Attending the distribution 
programme were Senior Su-
perintendent of Police-North, 
Shammi Rai, Palden Bhutia of 
Teesta Urja along with of icials 
from the Sports Department 
and members of NDFA.

Sports kits distributed to North Sikkim FA boys

N  D , J  20 (PTI): 
India Under-17 football head 
coach Luis Norton de Matos 
today said that he has not lost 
hope of the country advancing 
beyond the group stages in 
the upcoming World Cup but 
termed his team’s chances in 
the prestigious FIFA event as 
“small”.

Addressing a press con-
ference here, de Matos said 
even in case his boys fail to 
go beyond the group stages, 
they will show the world that 
they can compete at the high-
est level and do the country 
proud.

“I will be realistic, I would 
say we have a small chance, 
considering the draw. But it 
can still happen. In football 
you never know,” de Matos 
said, when asked about In-
dia’s chances of going beyond 
the group stages.

“Even if we could not go a 
long way in the tournament, 
I am sure the players will be 
competitive. They will show 
that India can compete at the 
same level, against the best in 
the world,” said the 63-year-
old Portuguese.

“This World Cup is the be-
ginning of the football proj-
ect in India, not the end. The 

performance of these boys 
will give a perfect start to this 
project,” he added.

India are clubbed along 
with strong teams Ghana 
(two-time champions and 
two-time runners-up), Co-
lombia and United States. 
All of India’s matches will be 
played in New Delhi.

India will kick off their 
campaign against the USA on 
October 6 before taking on Co-
lombia on October 9. The hosts 
will conclude the irst phase 
with a match against Ghana.

“I always play for a win. I 
know it will be dif icult to win 

against these sides. Ghana, US 
and Colombia are very strong 
teams and they have prepared 
very well. But it (a win) can 
happen, you never know.

“We have prepared very 
well in the last 4-5 months 
since March. We had been 
to Europe for an exposure 
tour, have played 25 friendly 
matches and we are con i-
dent. Even if we have 5 per 
cent chance for a win, we will 
go for it,” he said.

Asked what could be the 
difference between India and 
the other teams, the Portu-
guese was quick to point out 

the number of competitive 
matches the European, Latin 
American and African teams 
have played.

“When we talked about 
these teams like Ghana, US 
and Colombia, their players 
have been playing football for 
the last 10 years. They have 
the experience of playing a 
lot of competitive matches, in 
tournaments. That is the dif-
ference,” said de Matos.

De Matos replaced Ger-
man Nicolai Adam who was 
sacked after complaints by 
the players of physical and 
verbal abuse.

“But we have improved 
a lot since I joined in March. 
The next two and a half 
months are crucial. We are 
trying out a lot of formations, 
combinations and working 
out on how to react to differ-
ent situations.”

He said before he took 
over, the team played more 
direct football which he has 
changed a bit as he wanted 
more possession football.

“The team earlier played 
more direct football than now.

Moreover, 6-7 players 
have been added from the 
earlier one (under Nicolai 
Adam). We have been spend-
ing a lot of hours on this pass-
ing and receiving, reducing 
the space etc.

“Another aspect is the 
mental focus. You may play 
89 minutes of fantastic foot-
ball but if you lose focus in the 
crucial one minute, you may 
concede a goal and lose the 
match,” he explained.

De Matos said that his side 
will know where they actually 
stand when they take part in 
a four-nation tournament in 
Mexico where all the nation-
al Under-17 teams will play. 
Hosts Mexico, Chile and Co-
lombia are the other teams.

“This tournament will be 
an important one and there 
we will know where we stand.”

Talking about his coach-
ing style, he said, “I am the 
chief not the leader. A leader 
gives orders while I try to be 
a friend with the players. Of 
course, I want them to follow 
what I want them to be. I want 
to instill con idence in them.”

Asked if the football pitch-
es in India were upto the stan-
dards, he said, “The pitches 
we are training (India) are 
good and the actual World 
Cup pitches will be even bet-
ter. The pitches in Europe are 
the best. I have been to Africa 
and there the pitches are far 
more worse (than in India).

He also said that India 
will not have much of the 
home condition advantag-
es against the African and 
American teams.

“In October, the weather 
conditions in India will be 
similar to that in these Afri-
can countries, in Colombia or 
in the US. It may affect a bit 
to European teams but not to 
others,” he said.

Understandably, de Matos 
refused to revealed any for-
mation or the playing style of 
his team.

We will show we can compete against the best: U-17 WC coach

Tibetan 
community 
condoles 
demise of Late 
Bhandari
SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 20 JUL:

President of Central Ti-
betan Administration 

under Tibetan Govern-
ment in-exile, Dr Lobsa-
ng Sangay, has expressed 
deep condolences over 
the demise of former 
Chief Minister of Sikkim, 
Nar Bahadur Bhandari.

A press release re-
ceived from Dr Sangay 
states, “I, on behalf of 
Central Tibetan Admin-
istration and the Tibetan 
people, offer my heart-
felt condolences to the 
bereaved family of Late 
Bhandari and the people 
of Sikkim for the pro-
found loss.

A visionary and peo-
ple’s leader, Mr Bhandari 
was known as the ‘Archi-
tect of the State’ for his 
unparalleled contribu-
tion to the social and po-
litical welfare of Sikkim. 
Under his leadership, 
Sikkim achieved free ed-
ucation from elementary 
to graduate level, 100% 
rural electri ication, 
health care centers and 
linking roads to all major 
villages of Sikkim.

Late Bhandari will be 
especially remembered 
by the Tibetan people for 
his leadership in hosting 
the 17th Kalachakra em-
powerment in Gangtok in 
April 1993.

The passing away of 
Late Bhandari is an irrep-
arable loss to the people 
of Sikkim. I join with you 
in spirit as you observe a 
seven day State mourn-
ing from 17-23 Jul 2017.”

REBYNA RANA
G , 20 J :

Electricity in Pakyo-
ng and surrounding 

places in East Sikkim 
has been cut off since 
Wednesday evening caus-
ing inconvenience to the 
public of the area. Several 
requests have been put 
forward by the public to 
the concerned authority 
at Pakyong Divisional En-
gineer’s of ice.

Despite the Pachey 
Station having enough 
capacity to supply elec-
tricity to Pakyong and 
surrounding areas, sup-

ply of electricity is irreg-
ular, informed the local 
people. 

Pakyong Pachey Pow-
er station has 1000 MW 
capacity but the con-
sumption by the public 
and private companies is 
only 720 MW combined 
during peak hours.

The public have re-
quested the concerned 
authorities to look into 
the matter and do the 
needful.

Rhenock and Rong-
li have also been facing 
similar electricity supply 
problems, it is learnt.

Irregular
power supply in

Pakyong 

Woman 
assaulted 
at Soreng
G , 20 J :

One 27-year-old male 
originally hailing 

from Bihar and at pres-
ent residing in Soreng 
Bazaar, West Sikkim, 
entered the house of 
one Aktar Ansari in 
Soreng Bazaar on the 
intervening night of 19 
Jul and attacked Aktar’s 
wife with a machete 
[khukuri] on her head.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 20 J :

A meeting of the cen-
tral executive body 

of Sikkim Limboo Ta-
mang Tribal Joint Action 
Committee [SLTTJAC] 
was held on 18 Jul in 
Gangtok in order to pay 
homage and tribute to 
former Chief Minister 
of Sikkim, Late Nar Ba-
hadur Bhandari, who 
left for his heavenly 
abode on 16 Jul at Del-
hi. Prayers and two 

minutes silence was ob-
served for the departed 
soul during the meeting, 
an SLTTJAC press re-
lease informs.

Appreciating the 
various efforts of Late 
Bhandari for the welfare 
of Limboo and Tamang 
communities in the State, 
SLTTJAC in the release 
has expressed heartfelt 
condolences to the be-
reaved family and prayed 
for his soul to rest in 
eternal peace.

Limboo Tamang 
body pays homage 
to Late Bhandari

SAGAR CHETTRI
G , 20 J :

Sanju Football Academy-Som-
baria became the runners-up 

of Sikkim Football Association 
Under-15 knock out Football 
Tournament 2017 played here at 
Paljor Stadium today. Although 
the team lost the match, it was 
a great moment for the players 
when their mentor, Sanju Prad-
han, encouraged them through-
out the crucial inal match by 
sitting on the substitute bench.

Sanju Football Academy, 
Sombaria was started by profes-
sional footballer and mid ielder 
of Indian football team Sanju 
Pradhan at his home town, Som-
baria in West Sikkim in 2013.

“Our boys dominated the en-
tire match but could not convert 
chances into goals. Winning and 
losing is part of the game but I 

am satis ied with their perfor-
mance. It is a big thing for me 
and for my players as well that 

players of rural parts have been 
playing in such level of tourna-
ments at Paljor Stadium,” Sanju 

stated.
He added that to play in the 

inals of the tournament was a 
big encouragement for the acad-
emy’s players to move ahead in 
their game.

“I have plans to provide big-
ger exposure to my academy’s 
players in and outside the State 
and also to send them for trials 
in reputed clubs of the country 
in days to come,” he said.

Sanju also shared plans to 
start a hostel facility for the 
players in the near future to 
groom them better. He is plan-
ning to talk to the government 
for the same to establish a hostel 
in Sombaria.

Sanju FA presently has 30 
boys from in and around Som-
baria in West Sikkim, who have 
been training under coach, Pas-
sang Sherpa.

Sanju cheers for his team at
U-15 football tourney
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MIZORAM STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR VULTURE MORNING

Draw No:49 DrawDate on:20/07/17
1st Prize Rs.50 Lakhs/- 95L 34007
    (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 34007 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
03686 10211 19588 26756 37128
49894 56799 72987 81835 81841
3rd Prize  Rs.9000/-
01320 10202 18767 19045 31515
69159 69493 80455 80788 84949
4th Prize Rs.1000/-
0379 0452 1343 2147 2221 3359 3363 7386 8218 8369
5th Prize Rs.600/-
1284 3120 3405 3505 4005 4205 5490 6154 6716 8239
6th Prize Rs.250/-
0060 0375 0399 0474 0543 0626 0632 0659 0704 0990
1010 1112 1118 1144 1280 1310 1488 1494 1615 1700
1766 2127 2174 2706 2731 2738 2739 2786 3138 3297
3395 3442 3455 3557 3629 3672 3732 3768 3772 3858
3925 3944 4037 4329 4401 4414 4497 4532 4866 4924
5007 5389 5405 5719 5817 5878 6071 6319 6342 6376
6434 6465 6597 6809 6820 7010 7022 7130 7231 7235
7474 7632 7703 7883 8034 8165 8256 8605 8702 8778
8926 8965 8984 9005 9010 9019 9020 9074 9082 9208
9220 9225 9227 9287 9323 9352 9417 9512 9608 9732
Issued by: 
The Director, Mizoram State Lotteries,
For results please visit: www.mizoramlotteries.com

www.summittimes.com

SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR SUCCESS

Draw No:53 DrawDate on:20/07/17
1st Prize Rs.50 Lakhs/- 86C 55359
(Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 55359 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
00001 23094 30765 31488 48165
65729 77665 80706 89301 91074
3rd Prize  Rs.9000/-
35125 39697 41206 50528 61228
62237 73049 83863 87185 89238
4th Prize Rs.1000/-
0077 1145 2774 4302 4332 4437 4908 4983 7815 9458
5th Prize Rs.600/-
0170 0940 1293 4403 5213 7189 7436 7850 9557 9852
6th Prize Rs.250/-
0171 0190 0314 0356 0378 0535 0546 0585 0705 0764
0804 0923 0982 0989 0994 1043 1161 1395 1486 1501
1775 1880 1925 2000 2118 2186 2313 2349 2360 2405
2635 2939 3097 3103 3152 3205 3271 3326 3553 3568
3783 3794 3913 3996 4152 4173 4270 4274 4304 4353
4519 4563 4606 4621 4685 4801 4889 5198 5228 5265
5293 5545 5608 5650 6023 6227 6364 6518 6717 6835
6883 6890 7002 7071 7354 7357 7392 7641 7690 7848
7860 8021 8102 8118 8477 8517 8520 8526 8698 8821
9036 9141 9268 9435 9487 9770 9776 9870 9877 9920
Issued by:
The Director, Sikkim State Lotteries,Gangtok
please visit: www.sikkimlotteries.com

Kutse Shegu
The Kutse Shegu of Late Dawpem 
Bhutia, who left for her heavenly 
abode on 03 June 2017 falls on 21 July 
2017 [Friday]. All relatives, friends 
and well wishers are requested to join 
us in offering prayers for the departed 
soul at our residence in Dalapchand, 

Near Lampokhari, Aritar, East Sikkim. We would also like 
to take this opportunity to thank all those who extended their 
support during the time of bereavement. 

Nopu Tshering Bhutia [brother]-9932963269, 
P.Dadul [brother]-9932829027, Dorjee Dadul 

Bhutia [brother]-9932351351, Jigme Dorjee [broth-
er]-9932580541, Phetuk Tsh. [brother]- 9434023334

NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR FAITHFUL EVENING

Draw Time : 8:00 pm onward
Draw No:117 DrawDate on:20/07/17
1st Prize Rs.50 Lakhs/- 80G 66708
     (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 66708 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
04015 04874 17646 41387 46940
51837 61998 79713 82218 96306
3rd Prize  Rs.9000/-
04371 06906 09335 39547 41746
53129 54103 73514 80314 99320
4th Prize Rs.1000/-
0313 0731 0896 1250 2845 6562 6821 6876 8026 8946
5th Prize Rs.600/-
0547 0665 1637 3123 6466 7563 7849 9307 9358 9701
6th Prize Rs.250/-
0051 0060 0142 0241 0307 0356 0389 0397 0449 0458
0857 1008 1236 1283 1329 1486 1515 1675 1734 1811
2062 2173 2209 2273 2282 2394 2486 2591 2600 2603
2642 2848 2881 2939 3029 3202 3233 3311 3334 3353
3450 3553 3624 3883 3922 3941 4048 4063 4105 4122
4153 4178 4266 4390 4514 4515 4520 4547 4764 4805
4909 5213 5235 5266 5275 5286 5312 5334 5350 5806
5914 6329 6688 6814 6844 7001 7057 7159 7517 7567
7597 7598 7622 7624 7757 7781 7944 7947 8267 8547
8576 8647 8771 9103 9271 9388 9440 9487 9591 9871
Issued by:
The Director,Nagaland State Lotteries,Kohima,Nagaland
For Result,Please Visit : www.nagalandlotteries.com
KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE

SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES
DERBY STURDY

Draw No:40 DrawDate on:20/07/17
1st Prize Rs.25,00,000/- D 71267
2nd Prize Rs.10,000/-
0906 2063 3584 5109 6104
3rd Prize Rs.5000/-
7088 7164 7173 8174 9874
4th Prize Rs.2,000/-
1842 4575 5611 6758 8023
5th Prize Rs.1,000/-
0583 3657 3977 7932 8424
6th Prize Rs.500/-
0116 0598 0998 1268 1397 1439 1694 1805 1957 2078
2099 2145 2268 2794 2842 2987 3232 3321 3395 3500
3609 3626 3857 3896 3942 3944 4029 4167 4171 4189
4235 4238 4499 4521 4718 4781 4865 4894 5152 5228
5435 5519 5561 5577 5620 5650 5937 6809 6840 7024
7042 7108 7154 7239 7547 7558 7673 7733 7922 7995
8259 8281 8392 8638 8806 8898 9047 9111 9168 9279
9435 9462 9548 9710 9756
7th Prize Rs.100/-
0028 0043 0076 0081 0121 0136 0163 0187 0198 0222
0248 0293 0347 0362 0370 0373 0403 0424 0492 0564
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W , J  20 
(PTI): Reversing the 
Trump administration’s 
move to slash aid to Ti-
betans to zero, a key 
congressional commit-
tee has approved a bill to 
maintain the US policy of 
providing funds for Tibet 
and support “democracy 
and human rights pro-
grammes” in the Chi-
nese-ruled region.

The administration, 
in its maiden budget 
proposal in May, had cut 
the US aid to Tibet to 
zero, resulting in a huge 
disappointment to the 
large Tibetan communi-
ty around the world over 
the U-turn in America’s 
decades-old policy.

Democratic leader 
Nancy Pelosi had then ex-
pressed concern over the 
move. The US State De-
partment, however, had 
described the decision as 
one of the “tough choices” 
it had to make as its bud-
get itself had been slashed 
by more than 28 per cent.

But in a report ac-
companying the State 
and Foreign Operations 

Appropriations Bill 2018, 
the House Appropriations 
Committee said it “con-
tinues to support democ-
racy and human rights 
programmes for Tibet” 
and that “not less than 
the amounts provided in 
iscal year 2017” be con-

tinued for such purposes.
The appropriations 

will be effective for the 
next iscal beginning Oc-
tober 1.

The committee’s rec-
ommendation includes 

USD 1 million for the Of-
ice of the Special Coordi-

nator for Tibetan issues.
Noting that the Ti-

betan language services 
of ‘Voice of America’ and 
‘Radio Free Asia’ (RFA) 
provide the only sourc-
es of independent infor-
mation accessible to the 
people of Tibet, the com-
mittee recommendation 
provides USD 42 million 
for RFA, including funds 
to continue the Tibetan 
language service.

It also recommended 
USD 8 million - same as 
the 2017 iscal year - to 
support activities that 
preserve cultural tradi-
tions and promote sus-
tainable development 
and environmental con-
servation among Tibetan 
communities in the Tibet-
an Autonomous Region 
and other Tibetan auton-
omous areas in China.

Noting that Tibetans 
in South Asia face devel-
opmental challenges, it 

has proposed USD 6 mil-
lion to continue to sup-
port the exiled commu-
nity in India and Nepal 
in the areas of education, 
skills development and 
entrepreneurship.

Tibetan spiritual 
leader Dalai Lama, who 
leads the exiled mem-
bers of the community, 
led to India in 1959 after 

a failed uprising against 
the Chinese rule in his 
Himalayan homeland.

China sees the 
82-year-old leader as a 
separatist who plotted to 
divide Tibet from China.

The House Appro-
priations Committee in 
its report supported the 
continued allocation of 
funds to assist Tibetan 
refugees in Nepal and In-
dia - commensurate with 
prior years.

The committee ex-
pressed concerns over 
the reports that Nepal 
has handed over Tibetan 
refugees to Chinese bor-
der authorities, in con-
travention of Kathman-
du’s international obliga-
tions to protect refugees 

leeing persecution.
“The committee sup-

ports efforts by the Secre-
tary of State to work with 
the Government of Nepal 
to provide safe transit for 
Tibetan refugees and le-
gal protections to Tibet-
ans residing in Nepal,” the 
report said.

An ‘Economic Sup-
port Fund’ will be 
made available for pro-
grammes to preserve 
Tibetan culture, develop-
ment, and the resilience 
of Tibetan communities 
in India and Nepal, and 
to assist in the education 
and development of the 
next generation of Ti-
betan leaders from such 
communities, according 
to the bill.

According to a CRS 
report, the total inancial 
assistance to the Tibet-
an cause was more than 
USD 24 million in 2014.

Since 2014, there has 
been a gradual decline 
in Tibetan funding. The 
House Appropriations 
Committee, however, 
proposes to reverse that 
trend.

Congressional committee moves to restore US aid for Tibet

I , J  20 (PTI): 
The children of Pakistan 
Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif could face up to 
seven years in jail if it was 
proved that they had sub-
mitted fake documents to 
the Panama panel prob-
ing the money laundering 
allegations against the 
family, the Supreme Court 
warned today.

The apex court heard 
the Panamagate scandal 
case for the fourth con-
secutive day since the 
hearing began on Mon-
day, following submis-
sion of a report by the 
Joint Investigation Team 
(JIT) on July 10, which 
was tasked by the court 
to probe allegation of 
corruption against Sharif 
and his family.

“The punishment for 
submitting forged docu-
ments in the court is sev-
en years in jail,” warned 
the three-member panel 
of judges.

The JIT among other 
things has observed that 
some of the documents 
submitted by the chil-
dren of Sharif, 67, were 
tampered with.

A trust deed provid-
ed by the prime minis-
ter’s daughter Maryam 
Nawaz and executed in 
2006 was written in Ca-
libri font which was not 
commercially available 
till 2007. It was also no-
tarised from an of ice 
in London on Saturday 
which is of icially an 
off day, raising concern 
about the authenticity of 
the document.

Similarly, Govern-
ment of Dubai has re-
vealed that the docu-
ments of Gulf Steel Mills 
provided by the prime 
minister’s son Hussian 
Nawaz were forged as 
there was no record of 
those documents.

Justice Ejaz Afzal is 
heading the probe pan-
el comprising Justice 
Sheikh Azmat Saeed and 
Justice Ijazul Ahsan.

They also warned Sal-
man Akram Raja, the law-
yer of Sharif ’s children, 
against a media trial in 
the case after some of the 
documents presented by 
him were leaked to me-
dia and were discussed 
in talk shows yesterday.

“You have been con-

ducting a trial in the me-
dia and the documents 
(submitted to the court) 
have already been dis-
cussed in the media,” said 
Justice Saeed.

“There is a media dais 
outside, you should give 
your arguments there as 
well,” he told Raja, who 
assured the court that 
he had not released any 
documents to media.

Meanwhile, Raja pre-
sented his arguments in 
details. The arguments 
were still going on when 
the court adjourned the 
proceedings till tomorrow.

The judges today again 
asked the Sharif family to 
provide the money trail of 
its various businesses in 
the UAE, Saudi Arabia, Qa-
tar and the UK.

Later, Fawad 
Chaudhry, member of a 
legal team representing 
Imran Khan of Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), 
told media outside the 
court after the hearing 
that the hearing might be 
completed by tomorrow.

“For us the case is 
over. Sharif would have 
to go home and then jail 
for corruption. His chil-
dren would also land in 
jail for forgery,” he said.

Minister of State for 
Information Marriyam 
Aurangzeb said that the 
prime minister has been 
vindicated as there is no 
proof of any corruption 
against him.

“The prime minister 
was accused of mon-
ey laundering and cor-
ruption but none of the 
allegations have been 
proved,” she said.

The scandal surfaced 
when the Panama Papers 
leaks last year revealed 
that Sharif’s sons -- Has-
san Nawaz and Hussain 
Nawaz -- and his daughter 
Maryam -- owned offshore 
companies which man-
aged their family’s proper-
ties. The assets in question 
include four expensive 
lats in Park Lane, London.

Opposition parties al-
lege that the London lats 
were purchased through 
illegal money which Sharif 
and his family have reject-
ed. However, they have 
been unable to satisfy the 
court about the source of 
money used to purchase 
these properties.

Pak SC warns
Sharif’s children of 7-yr-

jail if papers forged
W , J  20 (PTI): US 
senator John McCain, the 2008 
Republican presidential nominee 
and the current chairman of the 
powerful Senate Armed Services 
Committee, has been diagnosed 
with an aggressive brain cancer, 
his of ice said.

The tumour was diagnosed af-
ter the 80-year-old veteran politi-
cian and prisoner of the Vietnam 
War underwent a surgery on July 
14 to remove a blood clot from his 
left eye, said the Mayo Clinic, where 
the procedure was performed.

Tests revealed that a primary 
brain tumour - glioblastoma - was 
associated with the blood clot, it 
said in a statement.

Glioblastoma is an aggressive 
brain cancer and its prognosis is 
generally poor. Senator Edward 
M Kennedy survived less than 15 
months after he was found to have 
the tumour in 2008.

“The senator and his family 
are reviewing further treatment 
options with his Mayo Clinic care 
team. Treatment options may in-
clude a combination of chemother-
apy and radiation. The senator’s 
doctors say he is recovering from 
his surgery ‘amazingly well’ and 
his underlying health is excellent,” 
the hospital said in a statement.

McCain, a votary of strong In-
dia-US relations, wrote an Opinion 
piece on CNN when Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi visited the US last 
year, seeking warmer bilateral ties.

The Senate Armed Services 
Committee chairman wrote that 

the India-US defence ties was a 
“signi icant achievement”.

“But what encourages me the 
most is not the road we have trav-
elled, but rather the path that lies 
ahead,” he said in the piece. He said 
he believes there was “no limit to 
our potential, and I will be work-
ing hard to ensure these principles 
are carried into the next adminis-
tration and the next Congress.”

“And in a time when threats 
seem to be only increasing and 
chaos increasingly fomented, I 
see in India a country that can 
and should ight with us to main-
tain global security. In the coming 
years, I see an India that provides 
critical stability in a rapidly chang-
ing Indian Ocean region.”

McCain even urged the US to 
treat India the “same as it does its 
close partners and allies.”

Chaired by McCain, the Senate 
Armed Services Committee this 
week asked the Pentagon to work 
closely with India in cyber and 

space operating domains at strate-
gic, operational and tactical levels.

Now, after McCain’s cancer 
diagnosis, the Indian Embassy 
in Washington DC wished him a 
“speedy recovery.”

US President Trump has sent 
his thoughts and prayers to McCain 
and his entire family. “Senator John 
McCain has always been a ighter. 
Melania and I send our thoughts 
and prayers to Senator McCain, 
Cindy, and their entire family. Get 
well soon,” he said.

Former President Barack 
Obama tweeted: “John McCain is 
an American hero and one of the 
bravest ighters I’ve ever known.

Cancer doesn’t know what it’s 
up against. Give it hell, John.”

House Speaker Paul Ryan said 
McCain has always been a warrior. 
“It’s who he is. I know John is going 
to ight this with the same sheer 
force of will that has earned him the 
admiration of the nation. And all of 
us, not as Republicans or Democrats, 
but as Americans, are behind him.”

House Armed Service Commit-
tee Chairman Mac Thornberry said 
McCain is a patriot. “I know that 
the courage and the remarkable 
spirit and tenacity that has marked 
his life will guide him in the chal-
lenges ahead.”

In a statement, McCain appreci-
ated the outpouring of support he 
has received over the past few days.

McCain, who was re-elected 
to his sixth term in the Senate in 
2016, served as an aviator in the 
US Navy before entering politics.

US senator McCain diagnosed
with aggressive brain cancer
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EtCETERA

A R C T I C   C I R C L E  - HALLATT

B A B Y   B L U E S  - KIRKMAN & SCOTT

L O C K H O R N S  - HOEST & REINER

ARIES: Key in to your sensual, 
beautiful nature, Aries. Take time 
each day to tend to your soul and 
make sure it gets the nourishment 
it needs to radiate into the world. 
Unexpected people are likely to ap-
pear out of nowhere, so don’t be sur-
prised when a former lover comes 
knocking on the door. Events from 
the past may travel to the present 
in order to teach you a valuable life 
lesson.
TAURUS: You may feel a nervous 
restlessness today that’s urging you 
to get moving, Taurus. A journey to 
one place may send you off  to anoth-
er, which may take you on an adven-
ture to some completely diff erent 
place. It may seem like you’re on 

a crazy scavenger hunt. The energy 
of the day could leave you feeling 
ragged, but don’t give up. Your per-
sistence will pay off  in the end.
GEMINI: A good tip to remem-
ber is to be careful about what you 
say about other people, Gemini. If 
you’re speaking about someone who 
isn’t present, act like he or she is. 
What’s your motivation for saying 
the things you say? Is it necessary 
to speak in such a way? A negative 
comment about someone is going to 
resonate through the cosmos. People 
could lose trust in you.
CANCER: You may need some 
time alone today to bring yourself 
back to center, Cancer. Indepen-
dence is the key idea to keep in your 

back pocket. Make sure you’re not 
becoming a victim to a commit-
ment you made long ago. As the 
landscape changes, you must also 
change. Stubborn actions will be 
detrimental on a day like this. Be 
honest and grateful for the things 
you have.
LEO: Don’t automatically think 
that beauty has to be defi ned by 
old-fashioned standards, Leo. It’s 
time to change the defi nition. There 
is no need to squeeze yourself into 
a socially constructed mold that 
doesn’t resonate with who you truly 
are. Your job isn’t to try and make 
sure everyone loves you. There’s 
only one person you need to satisfy 
and that is you.

VIRGO: Issues may get a little 
heavier than you’d like today, Virgo. 
Your job is to infuse some levity and 
humor into the situation. Your adapt-
ability will be put to the test as other 
people remain steadfast in their opin-
ions. Be conscious of how you use 
your words. Other people, especially 
superiors or elders, may be off ended 
by careless, off hand remarks.
LIBRA: If the doorknob doesn’t 
turn today, Libra, don’t force it. You 
will only break it. Perhaps you need 
to try another door. If things don’t 
fl ow smoothly into place, then they 
probably weren’t meant to be. Life 
shouldn’t always be a struggle. Your 
job is to enjoy it. Remember that the 
next time you’re in a long line. View 

the situation as a period of rest.
SCORPIO: Your new approach to 
things might get some fl ack from 
superiors today, Scorpio, but don’t 
let that stop you. Realize that your 
independent and somewhat rebel-
lious nature helps to keep the world 
in balance. Don’t give up the fi ght 
when authorities insist that their 
way of doing things is best when in 
fact it’s simply old. Use your will 
and determination to combat the 
forces from above.
SAGITTARIUS: You might be 
called upon to choose between 
two ways of handling a situation, 
Sagittarius. The old way suddenly 
confl icts with the new. Which way 
are you going to proceed? Don’t be 

thrown off  course by fast talk and 
neon lights just because they grab 
attention. On the other hand, don’t 
assume that the way that has worked 
forever is still the best. Use your intu-
ition to choose the best route for you.
CAPRICORN: Unexpected events 
could shuffl  e the cards when you 
least expect it, Capricorn. If you ha-
ven’t kept a close eye on the deck, 
you might get thrown for a loop. 
Don’t be discouraged. Everyone 
else is playing under the same rules 
as you. If the dealer seems crooked, 
go to another table. Don’t fall victim 
to the same trick twice.
AQUARIUS: Your sense of self 
may be challenged today, Aquarius, 
and you might have trouble keeping 

your seat during the joust. Keep in 
mind that the way others see you 
isn’t necessarily the way you are. 
Don’t feel like you have to change 
direction to please anyone. Your 
only responsibility is to you. Bizarre 
events may occur, urging you to 
change your thinking.
PISCES: As you follow the path 
toward acquiring the latest, greatest, 
fastest, and best, you may have left 
behind some fundamental values, 
Pisces. Don’t lose sight of the prin-
ciples that make up your foundation. 
You could be shaken today when 
your ego goes on trial for pig-head-
ed behavior. Stay in check and be 
conscious of the way you project 
yourself to others.
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21ST JULY
WORLD HISTORY
1242: The Battle of Taillebourg 
was fought between the troops 
of Louis IX of France and Henry 
III of England. The interesting 
part of this battle was that it was 
fought over the bridge built over 
the Charente River in south-
western France. 
1568: Battle of Jemmingen was 
fought during the Eighty Years’ 
War or Dutch War of Indepen-
dence (1568-1648).
1645: Qing dynasty regent Dor-
gon issued an edict ordering all 
Han Chinese men to shave their 
forehead and braid the rest of 
their hair into a queue identical to 
those of the Manchus.
1718: The Treaty of Passa-
rowitz, a peace treaty, between 
the Ottoman Empire, Austria 
and the Republic of Venice was 
signed.
1944: World War II: Claus von 
Stauffenberg and fellow con-
spirators are tortured and exe-
cuted in Berlin, Germany, for the 

July 20 plot to assassinate Adolf 
Hitler.
1949: The United States Senate 
rati ies the North Atlantic Treaty.
INDIAN HISTORY
1658: Aurangzeb was informal-
ly enthroned as the Mughal Em-
peror in Delhi.
1883: Star Theatre was opened 
in Calcutta.
1906: W.C. Bonerjee, irst Pres-
ident of Indian National Con-
gress, passed away.
1947: Indian Constituent As-
sembly accepted the tricolour 
lag as its National Flag. This 
lag is with three equal horizon-

tal stripes of Saffron (Sacri ice), 
White (Truth) and Green (Pros-
perity) and a Chakra is superim-
posed on white (Dharma Chakra 
on the capitol of Ashoka’s Pillar 
at Sarnath) in blue colour having 
24 spokes.

Dr. RAJEN UPADHYAY
Assistant Professor in History, 

Namchi Govt. College

bollybuzz!

SINCE WINTER HAS COME! Jon Snow… Oh sorry! We mean Kit Har-
ington attends the sixth day of Giffoni Film Festival 2017 in Giffoni Val-
le Piana, Italy.

Well, that was fast. Minutes after 
HBO announced on Wednesday 

that the network would be partnering 
with “Game of Thrones” creators David 
Benioff and DB Weiss on a new dystopi-
an fantasy series called “Confederate”, 
people started complaining about it.

According to the premium cable 
network, the new series “chronicles 
the events leading to the Third Ameri-
can Civil War”, which leads to “a nation 
in which slavery remains legal and has 
evolved into a modern institution”.

HBO released the following descrip-
tion of the series amidst a press release 
full of praise for the guys responsible 
for the worldwide phenomenon that is 
“GoT”.

The series takes place in an alter-
nate timeline, where the southern states 
have successfully seceded from the 
Union, giving rise to a nation in which 
slavery remains legal and has evolved 
into a modern institution. The story 
follows a broad swath of characters on 
both sides of the Mason-Dixon Demili-
tarized Zone — freedom ighters, slave 
hunters, politicians, abolitionists, jour-
nalists, the executives of a slave-holding 
conglomerate and the families of people 
in their thrall.

The series will go into production 
following the inal season of “GoT” 
which is apparently too soon for a lot of 
people who don’t think a fantasy show 
about slavery in America should exist.

Jessica
Alba’s baby #3 
on the way!
On Monday, the actress and co-found-

er of the Honest Company, revealed 
she’s blessing the world with another 
beautiful baby — her third with hus-
band Cash Warren. The pregnancy an-
nouncement going along with the news 
may not quite be on Beyonce-level [well, 
can anyone’s announcement ever be?], 
but we’ll take it... Anytime the whole 
family gets involved, cuteness abounds.

Alba, 36, and Warren, 38, met back 
in 2005 on the set of Fantastic Four — 
yeah, the version that sucked less hard 
than the 2015 take. They wed in 2008 
and are now proud parents to Honor, 9, 
and Haven, 6.

So congrats, Jessica and Cash! Cheers 
to baby #3, you beautiful people…

Two New Harry Potter 
Books to Be Published 
in October 2017

Hermione Granger’s reading list just 
got a little longer.

British publishing house Blooms-
bury has announced that two Harry Pot-
ter books will be released in October, co-
inciding with the opening of the British 

Library’s Harry Potter ex-
hibition, “A History of Mag-
ic.” Harry Potter: A Histo-
ry of Magic - The Book of 
the Exhibition will take 
readers through subjects 
studied at Hogwarts, while 
Harry Potter - A Journey 
Through a History of Magic 
will cover mystical topics 
including alchemy, ancient 
witchcraft and magical 
creatures.

Each chapter in The 
Book of the Exhibition 
“showcases a treasure 
trove of artifacts from the 
British Library and oth-
er collections around the 
world, beside exclusive 
manuscripts, sketches 
and illustrations from the 
Harry Potter archive,” ac-
cording to the publisher. 
Each subject area includes 

a “specially commissioned essay” from 
people like Steve Backshall, Richard 
Coles, Owen Davies, Julia Eccleshare, 
Roger High ield, Steve Kloves, Lucy 
Mangan, Anna Pavord and Tim Peake. 
A Journey Through a History of Magic, 
meanwhile, will teach readers lessons 
on Astronomy, Defense Against the Dark 
Arts, Divination, Herbology and other 
wizarding subjects.

The London-based Harry Pot-
ter exhibition, meanwhile, will run 
through February 2018; it honors 
the 20th anniversary of J.K. Rowling’s 
novel Harry Potter and the Philoso-
pher’s Stone. Next spring, Harry Pot-
ter and the Cursed Child will begin 
performances on Broadway. The play, 
which runs in repertory in two parts, 
has been a critical and commercial hit 
in on the West End.

“Confederate” sparks immediate backlash!

And the Bachchan family 
is as proud as they could 

ever be…
Megastar Amitabh Bach-

chan says it is a “proud” 
moment for his family as his 
wife politician-actress Jaya 
Bachchan bagged the Best 
Parliamentarian award. Am-
itabh on Wednesday night 
took to Twitter to share a 
photograph of Jaya at the Vi-
gyan Bhawan.

“Best Parliamentarian 
Award to Jaya. A proud 
moment for all 
of us in the 
family,” Ami- tabh 
captioned the image.

The 74-year-old cine icon 
also shared that it was a mo-
ment for “great pride” for 
him He added:

“Jaya gets the Best Par-
liamentarian Award today. A 
moment of great pride for us 
all. our gratitude to them that 
wish!”

The thespian also took 
to his blog, where he ex-
pressed that his wife 
proved her worth in the In-
dian Parliament.

“Quietly and with great 
dignity Jaya has won the 
Best Parliamentarian 
award today and it could 
not have been a prouder 
moment for us all in the 
family. Committed, partic-
ipatory and with an envi-
able attendance record, 
she has proved her worth 
in the annals of the seat 
of democracy – the Indian 
Parliament!” he wrote.

Big B has often taken 
to his blog to write about 
things that touch him and 
on which he would like to 
divulge more. Obviously, 
with Twitter having a re-
striction on the number of 
characters, his blog serves 
the purpose. Even son 
Abhishek shared a pic from 
the ceremony and cap-
tioned it, “proudson”. How 
sweet! They’ve both been 
quite vocal on the platform, 
despite the ladies not step-
ping into the world of so-
cial media. 

On a professional front, 
Big B will be seen in Thugs of 
Hindostan alongside Aamir 
Khan, Katrina Kaif and Fati-
ma Sana Shaikh. Of course, 
he also has 102 Not Out with 
Rishi Kapoor where he plays 

102 year old father. 
For Amitabh, there is nev-

er a dearth of projects as he 
keeps getting a lot of offer.

And the Best Parliamentarian Award
goes to Mrs Bachchan!


