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SUMMIT REPORT
G , 26 N :

EMRS Gangyap girls defeated 
DOPS Punjab 42-13 in the 

quarter inals of the ongoing 

CBSE basketball national cham-
pionship at Noida. 

Team captian Norzom 
Bhuita scored 12 points for the 
team while fellow teammate 

Hissey Gyalmoo contributed 
nine points leading the team 
in to the semi- inals of the 
championship.  

Earlier this year, EMRS 

Gangyap girls had lifted 
the North East Basketball 
Championship for the eighth 
consecutive time at Guwahati in 
September.

EMRS girls in semis of CBSE Basketball C’ship

G , 26 N  [IPR]: 
High Court of Sikkim cel-
ebrated Constitution Day 
at its premises today. 

Speaking on the 
occasion, High Court 
Judge, Justice Meenakshi 
Madan Rai, said, “The 
Constitution is a dynam-
ic process and not just a 
printed document. No-
body should exceed the 
parameters laid down by 
the Constitution.”

Justice Rai also high-
lighted all the divisions 
related to the Constitu-
tion and added that the 
role of judiciary is very 
important.

Earlier, Justice Bhas-
kar Raj Pradhan spoke 
on the origins of the Con-
stitution and also men-
tioned Ari Bahadur Gu-
rung who had signed the 
approved copy of the In-

dian Constitution when it 
was adopted. 

Sikkim BAR associa-
tion vice president, Ajay 
Rathi, traced the history 

of the Constitution. 
Constitution Day is 

celebrated in India on 26 
Nov every year to com-
memorate the adoption of 

Constitution of India. On 
this day in 1949, the Con-
stituent Assembly of India 
adopted the Constitution 
of India which came into 

effect on 26 Jan, 1950.
The occasion was 

attended by High Court 
of icials and BAR associ-
ation members. 

Sikkim High Court observes Constitution Day Decades of 
neglect taking 
toll on rail 
infrastructure: 
Lohani
New Delhi, Nov 26 (PTI): 
The accumulated de icit 
in upkeep of infrastruc-
ture due to “decades of 
neglect” is taking a toll 
on the Indian Railways, 
chairman of the Railway 
Board Ashwani Lohani 
has said, referring to an 
accident in Uttar Pradesh 
on Friday.

In a Facebook post 
last night, Lohani, who 
had rushed to the acci-
dent site at Manikpur in 
Chitrakoot district, said 
an action plan needs to 
be put in place to address 
the problem.

“The accident at Man-
ikpur is a cause for con-
cern. Huge accumulated 
de icit in upkeep of infra-
structure arising out of 
decades of neglect is tak-
ing its toll. Consolidation 
has to take priority over 
growth and an action 
plan has to emerge very 
shortly,” he wrote.

He said the country 
was looking up to the 
railways to set its house 
in order but the fact re-
mains that it would take 
its time and may also 
extract its price, “a price 
that would have to be 
paid either way”.

Four train accidents 
in less than 12 hours in 
Uttar Pradesh and Odi-
sha killed seven people 
and injured at least 11 on 
November 23-24.

The accident near 

G , N  26 (PTI): De-
spite being a tiny state with a 
population of around 6 lakh, 
Sikkim has a staggering num-
ber of registered vehicles - 
53,636.

Registration of vehicles has 
almost doubled in the Himalyan 
state in the past ive years - from 
30,093 at the end of 2011-12 
to 53,636 till January this year, 
state transport department of i-
cials said.

Sikkim has four districts and 
a total population of 6,10,577, 
according to 2011 Census.

East District, where more 
than one-third of the state’s 
population lives, alone accounts 
for 37,250 registered vehicles.

State capital Gangtok is in 

East district that has a popula-
tion of 2,83,583.

East is followed by South 
district with the number regis-
tered vehicle being 8,056, West 
district (5,534) and North dis-
trict (2,796), the of icials said.

The transport department, 
however, does not see anything 
unusual in the spurt in registra-
tion of vehicles.

“One must understand that 
tourism and industrial sectors 
have grown signi icantly in Sik-
kim and that required addition-
al vehicles to cater to its needs,” 
Principal Secretary (Transport) 
SBS Bhaduria told PTI.

Referring to the absence of 
rail and air connectivity in the 
border state, he said public and 

private transport system cater 
to 90 per cent transportation of 
goods and people in and out of 
Sikkim.

Transport sector is also the 
biggest generator of employ-
ment in Sikkim, he said.

To a question about possi-
ble increase in air pollution be-
cause of the spurt in number of 
vehicles, Bhaduria said all pre-
cautions are being taken by his 
department to prevent vehicu-
lar pollution.

Besides these registered 
ones, the state has a few 
thousand unregistered ones 
and those of the Army and 
the Border Road Organisa-
tion (BRO), department offi-
cials said.

NATIONAL MILK DAY OBSERVED AT MANAN KENDRA

G , 26 N  [IPR]: 
National Milk Day organ-
ised by National Coop-
erative Diary Federation 
of India (NCDFI) in col-
laboration with Sikkim 
Milk Producers Union 
was celebrated at Manan 
Kendra today to mark the 
96th birth anniversary 
of Verghese Kurien, also 
known as the “Father of 
White Revolution”.

Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling attended the oc-
casion as the chief guest. 

Addressing the gath-
ering, Mr Chamling paid 
tribute to Verghese Kurein 
on his 96th birth anniver-
sary and said that it is be-
cause of his contribution 
that India is self-suf icient 
in the ield of milk produc-
tion. He highlighted on the 
key role played by the co-

operative over the years. 
He mentioned that 

Sikkim is proud to be as-
sociated with the growth 
of diary production and 
joining the white revolu-
tion and making India the 
number one milk produc-
ing country in the world. 

The Chief Minister 
highlighted on the im-
portance and objectives 

CM gives call for White 
Revolution in Sikkim

Sikkim- where there is one registered vehicle for every 11 people!

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 26 N :

Six Sikkimese girls 
have signed a contract 

with United Warriors 
Sporting Club, Punjab, 
to play for them in the  
Indian Women’s League 
2017 (IWL) organized by 
All India Football Federa-
tion  to be played at Ra-
jarshi Shahu Stadium in 
Kolhapur, Maharashtra 
from 25 Nov to 08 Dec, 
a press release from Sik-
kim Football Association 
informs.

Lako Phuti Bhutia, 
Anju Tamang, Nimita 
Gurun, Gyrume Tamang, 
Nim Riki Sherpa and Su-
jana Rai have all been re-

cruited by the club. 
The girls have already 

reached Kolhapur for the 
league and have thanked 
Sikkim Football Associa-
tion and their mentors. 

13 teams will be vy-
ing for two coveted spots 
to enter the 6-team i-
nal round of the Indian 
Women’s League. 

Teams from all across 
India have converged in 
Kolhapur, Maharasthra 
town known for its 
football craze, with the 
dream and aspiration of 
winning the IWL.

Defending champions 
Eastern Sporting Union 
from Manipur will look 

Punjab Club recruits
six Sikkimese girls 

to play in IWL

turn to pg02
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SUMMIT REPORT
N , 26 N :

District Child Protec-
tion Of icer [South], 

Roshnila Gurung, has 
been selected as the ‘Em-
ployee of the Month’ for 
the month of December 
in South district, a press 
release from the South 
District Collector’s of ice 
informs. 

The South District Ad-
ministration has selected 
Ms Gurung for her con-
tribution and dedication 
towards committing her 
work in handling over 
27 POCSO [Protection Of 
Children Against Sexual 
Offenses Act, 2012] cases 
and providing rehabili-
tation and foster homes 
to the victims of sexual 
assaults and domestic vi-
olence in the district. 

Under her supervi-
sion, the District Child 
Protection Of ice [South] 
rehabilitated 33 chil-

dren most of whom were 
abandoned, sexually 
assaulted and had dis-
turbed childhood, the re-
lease informs. 

Ms Gurung also found 
foster homes for nine 
children and ensuring 
them a safe and secure 
family. 

Ms Gurung with her 

team repatriated 59 chil-
dren back to their fam-
ilies including missing 
children, runaways and 
children doing labor in 
the State for money. 

Ms Gurung has also 
been recognized for 
handling many adop-
tion cases in the district 
by inding homes to the 

orphans, homeless and 
poor children. 

Under her leader-
ship several Students 
Against Abuse and Traf-
icking (SAAT) clubs have 

been formed in different 
schools of the district to 
help them ight against 
drugs and sexual abuse. 

This year, Ms Gurung 
represented Sikkim and 
India in the Winter Youth 
Assembly at the United 
Nations in New York.

Under her supervi-
sion Jorethang Childline 
traced two missing girls 
who were reportedly 
being trafficked. She 
led the mission and suc-
cessfully helped trace 
the girls and arrest the 
persons smuggling the 
girls. 

 Her team recently 
opened Sikkim’s irst 
child friendly counseling 
centre to help children 
who are the victims of 

abuse and child labor. 
“The center is for 

children who are in need 
of someone to talk to and 
who are in distress and 
need a space to venti-
late,” reads the release. 

South District admin-
istration has undertak-
en the ‘Employee of the 
Month’ initiative in order 
to recognize and reward 
the efforts of hardwork-
ing employees. The se-
lection for the employees 
of the month is done by 
the executive committee 
of the South District Of-
icers Club. The photo of 

‘Employee of the Month’ 
will be displayed in front 
of DC of ice for the entire 
month. 

This step has been 
undertaken to motivate 
the South DAC staff and 
encourage them to work 
hard while executing 
their work, informs the 
release. 

South DCPO is Employee of the Month
for Dec in South district 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 26 N :

A three-month long 
computer training 

camp for 32 youth kicked 
off at Meyong village in 
West Sikkim today. 

The training camp is 
being jointly organised 
by the Nehru Yuva Ken-
dra, Sangathang, Gyalsh-
ing and Meyong Youth 
Welfare & Ecotourism 
Development Society 
[MYWEDS], a press re-
lease informs.

The training will 
cover Corel Draw, Page-
Maker, Photoshop, Mic-
rosoft Of ice and typing 
in Devnagri script and 
training in other soft-

ware. The training is 
scheduled to be complet-

ed on 25 Feb next year.
The inaugural func-

tion, which was chaired 
by MYWEDS president 

RP Rai, had local ward 
panchayat, Sumitra Rai, 
as the chief guest accom-
panied by NYKS Gyalsh-
ing DYC, OP Ghatani as 
the guest of honor. 

The chief guest 
thanked the organiz-
ers for organizing the 
training course for the 
youths and urged the 
participants to take full 
advantage of the course. 
The function was also 
addressed by the guest 
of honor and joint sec-
retary, Dhan Maya Sub-
ba, publicity secretary, 
Sushil Rai and secre-
tary, Sarin Kumar Rai 
of MYWEDS, reads the 
release. 

Sangathang NYK and MYWEDS launch
3-month computer course

SKM demands 
CM’s 
clari ication 
regarding 
ban on 
import of 
vegetables
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 26 N :

Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha has objected to 

the recent announce-
ment made by the Chief 
Minister suggesting that 
import of vegetables 
will be banned from 31 
March, 2018. 

The party has placed 
nine questions regarding 
the announcement and 
has demanded an of icial 
clari ication from the CM.

An SKM press release 
mentions that the que-
ries of the party include 
details on the amount 
of organic produce of 
the State and the target 
of the government till 
March next year, whether 
the State’s organic pro-
duce would be suf icient 
for every kitchen of the 
State after March next 
year, and government 
schemes on offseason 
vegetables from outside 
and other questions.  

The party has alleged 
that the CM has created 
confusion among 
the people with the 
announcement.

SKM Yatra 
reaches West 
Sikkim
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 26 N : 

A Sikkim Krantikari 
Morcha team re-

ceived a grand reception 
at Phungcheybong in 
West Sikkim on its sec-
ond day of Jatiya Ekta 
and Sadbhawna Yatra.

In a small meeting at 
Phungcheybong, lead-
ers of the party also 
congratulated the new-
ly elected SKM pancha-
yat, Indramati Tamang. 
The release states that 
SKM MLA, Sonam Lama 
lashed out against Sik-
kim Democratic Front on 
various issues.

The release further 
informs that the yatra 
then covered Shreebad-
am and Samdong where 
SKM leaders also con-
gratulated the newly 
elected SKM panchayat, 
Sonam Lepcha. 

It is informed that 
former panchayat and 
active member of SDF 
party, BB Libang, also 
joined the SKM today. 
The release adds that the 
yatra then covered oth-
er areas of West Sikkim 
before wrapping up the 
yatra at Uttarey.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 26 N :

Bharatiya Janata party 
has termed the recent 

party meeting held on 25 
Nov to pass a resolution 
to remove its state unit 
president, DB Chauhan, 
as ‘unconstitutional’ and 
‘illegal’, a press release 
from the party informs. 

A resolution was 
passed at the party meet-
ing held at BJP of ice in 
Ranipool on 25 Nov to 
remove Mr Chauhan as 
the state unit president 
and elect Bhim Kumari 

Sharma in his stead. 
“All matters of dispute 

can be resolved through 
discussions in the party 
forum and there is no need 
to resort to any anti-party 
activities. All those who 
have participated this 
meeting will be liable for 
action for violation of the 
party constitution,” Mr 
Chauhan has said. 

The party unit here 
has apprised the central 
leadership about this 
matter and they have tak-
en the incident very seri-
ously, the release claims.

DB Chauhan rejects
removal as BJP-Sikkim prez

‘unconstitutional’

of a sustainable coop-
erative society and sug-
gested the need to setup 
different cooperatives 
for different ield namely 
agriculture, diary, poul-
try, piggery, ishery, lori-
culture in the State. 

He also talked about 
the possibility of creat-
ing a worker coopera-
tive society and Kishan 
Cooperative society in 
the State and urged the 
farmers and members of 
Milk Union to pledge and 
bring White Revolution 
in the Sikkim. 

He also suggested 
that fodder for the do-
mestic animals should 
duly be prepared at 
home in an organic way 
so that animals are not 
fed with chemicals and 
thus be self-reliant in the 
process. 

Speaking to the gath-
ering he directed the 
panchayats to convince 
the general public to 
grow and consume or-
ganic products and fur-
ther stated that all the 
organic equipments and 
produce will be pack-
aged in basket made 
from bamboos. 

He directed the pan-
chayats to spot untilled 
land in their respective 
areas and suggested 
ways to bring the untilled 
land under cultivation. 
He also urged the pan-
chayats to be favorable in 
allotting governmental 
schemes to genuine ben-
e iciaries only. 

Mr Chamling ap-
pealed the gathering to 
rise above caste issues 
and work collectively 
towards making Sikkim 
a totally self-suf icient 
state in terms of organic 
production. 

He invited all the 
farmers and youths to 
actively participate in the 

upcoming Organic fes-
tival event to be held at 
Saramsa on 13 Dec and 
Karfectar on 15 Dec.

Minister for Ani-
mal Husbandry, Live-
stock, Fisheries &Veter-
inary Services, Somnath 
Poudyal thanked the 
Chief Minister for his 
contribution towards 
making Sikkim a truly or-
ganic State and bringing 
the state into the lime-
light in the global stage. 

He also stated that 
works are being under-
taken to assist the youths 
in bringing them into 
Organic farming through 
various start up schemes 
initiated by the state gov-
ernment. He also urged 
the gathering to under-
take mass agricultural 
production in Sikkim and 
sell the produced goods 
outside the state at com-
petitive prices through 
the assistance of the gov-
ernment.

Patron Satish 
Marathe, Sahakar Bharti, 
India and SICUN chair-
man, Ganesh Kumar Rai 
were both felicitated 
in the programme. The 
members of Safal Saha-
kar also offered khadas 
and mementos to Mr 
Chamling and Mr Poudy-
al for their exemplary 
work in the ield of Or-
ganic farming.

Chief Minister was 
also awarded with NDDB 
Dairy Excellence Award 
by the organizers. 

The programme was 
also attended by Sikkim 
Legislative Assembly 
Speaker, K.N Rai, ad-
hyakshas, upadhakshy-
as, Gangtok mayor, gram 
panchayat members, 
department heads, Sik-
kim Milk Union mem-
bers, office bearers of 
the union and dairy 
farmers and producers 
at large. 

CM gives call for White 
Revolution in Sikkim

contd from pg01

to keep their grasp on the 
title intact as they take 
on teams like – Sethu FC 
(Tamil Nadu), Chandney 
Sporting Club (West Ben-
gal), Indira Gandhi Acad-
emy for Sports & Educa-
tion (Pondicherry), Unit-
ed Warriors Sporting 
Club (Punjab), Capital 
Complex Sporting Club 
(Arunachal Pradesh), 
Baroda Football Acad-
emy (Gujarat), Rising 
Student Club (Odisha), 
KRYPSHA (Manipur), 
Hans Women’s Football 
Club (Delhi), J&K State 
Sports Council (Jammu 
& Kashmir), Rush Soc-
cer (Maharashtra) and 
the SAI Women Football 
Team, reads the release. 

Punjab Club 
recruits...

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 26 N : 

A Sikkim Subject 
Committee delega-

tion led by its convener, 
Pahalman Subba, met 
the General Manager of 
National Highways and 
Infrastructure Develop-
ment Corporation Limit-
ed [NHIDCL] on Saturday 
to discuss the condition 
of National Highway 10, 
especially the Bye-Pass 
Road. 

The SSC also submit-
ted a memorandum on 
the same to the NHID-
CL and sent copies to 
the Prime Minister and 
Union Minister for Trans-
port & Highways.

NHIDCL is presently 

looking after the NH 10 
and some other roads in 
Sikkim.

Addressing a press 
conference here to-
day, SSC vice-convener, 
Nawin Kiran Pradhan 
mentioned that the SSC 
delegation talked about 
the national highway of 
the State and expressed 
concern especially on the 
present condition of In-
dira Bye-Pass road. 

He informed that the 
SSC stressed upon the 
need for proper renova-
tion of Bye-Pass.

 The delegation also 
raised issues of proper 
drainage and illegal erec-
tion of walls touching the 
edge of the road in Bye-

Pass and other roads.
Mr Pradhan stated 

that during the interac-
tion, the GM informed 
that tenders called for 
total renovation of Indi-
ra Bye-Pass road will be 
opened on 28 Nov and 
total transformation can 
be seen before summer 
next year. 

It is informed that 
the GM also assured to 
include drainage in the 
work.

He also urged BJP 
state-unit to press the is-
sue to the Centre. He also 
stated that the concerned 
authorities should deliv-
er their responsibilities 
properly instead of play-
ing blame games.

SSC meets NHIDCL regarding
NH-10 renovation work

YOGEN THATAL
S , 26 N :

Shanti Nagar Gaon 
Sudhar Samiti, under 

the area’s newly elected 
ward panchayat, Dee-
pa Chettri, convened its 
annual general meeting 
cum election for its new 
working body here at 
Archiogos Preparatory 
Academy today.  

Shanti Nagar is a new 
panchayat ward listed 
under Tinek-Chisopani 

Gram Panchayat Unit, 
East Sikkim and Shanti 
Nagar Gaon Sudhar Sami-
ti is a Non Governmental 
Organization that works 
and conducts various 
kinds of activities and 
programmes in the area. 

Established in 2009, 
the Samiti conducts a 
general meeting every 
year to take account of 
its expenditure, projects 
and progress. 

Shanti Nagar Gaon
Sudhar Samiti holds 

annual meeting, elects 
new general body

turn to pg03
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Blessed to secure 
10th place in World 

Diamond Cup: 
Arun Gurung 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 26 N :
“I AM OVERWHELMED and blessed to secure 10th 
place in the World Diamond Cup,” said Arun Gurung. 

He participated in the International Federation of 
Bodybuilding and Fitness World Diamond Cup in Ath-
ens, Greece from 18-20 Nov. 

Mr Gurung competed in the open bodybuilding 
category where he secured the tenth place. 

“I tried my best and I put my best performance but 
this is not the end,” he adds. 

Mr Gurung shared that the competition has mo-
tivated him to work harder and compete again in the 
next championship. 

He said that he is thankful to Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling who he met brie ly in Delhi before leaving 
for the competition. 

“We talked about my performance and how I was 
going to represent Sikkim at an international event. 
He gave me some very useful tips and motivated me 
to put on my best show,” he said.

Manikpur occurred at 
4.18am on Friday when 
13 coaches of the Vasco 
Da Gama-Patna Express, 
on its way from Goa to 
Patna, derailed, killing 
three people, including a 
six-year-old boy and his 
father, and injuring nine. 
Four more were killed 
and two injured in three 
other train accidents.

“That there are no 
free lunches is a realisa-
tion that needs to sink 
in inside every railway 
employee, the over 13 
lakh of them. Yet, the in-
herent strength of the 
system and its constitu-
ents is what keeps me go-
ing. May god give us the 
strength to deliver what 
is expected of us and the 
entire team to live up to 
the expectations of the 
nation,” Lohani said.

Railway Minister Piy-
ush Goyal has ordered an 
inquiry into the accident. 
He has made it clear that 
his priority now is to re-
place old tracks, rather 
than lay new ones.

Decades of 
neglect taking 
toll on rail 
infrastructure: 
Lohani
contd from pg01

Gangtok, 26 Nov (IPR): The 
two-day Kanchanpanda Startup 
Fest which kicked off on 24 Nov 
was successfully wrapped up 
yesterday. 
The valedictory function held at 
Chintan Bhawan was attended 
by Governor Shriniwas Patil as 
the chief guest.

The Governor felicitated all 
the entrepreneurs from differ-
ent parts of the country and 
Singapore for their contribution 

in making Sikkim’s irst startup 
fest a grand success. The guests 
were also presented with certif-
icates of appreciation.

Speaking on the occasion, Mr 
Patil urged the youth to make 
the most of the knowledge from 
the two-day deliberations by re-
nowned entrepreneurs from dif-
ferent parts of the country and 
abroad. He expressed hope that 
the startup fest facilitated by 
the State Government would go 

a long way in infusing the spirit 
of entrepreneurship among the 
youth of the State.

Member of Parliament [Lok 
Sabha], P.D. Rai thanked and 
congratulated the organizers 
and volunteers for the success of 
the festival. He maintained that 
the two-day fest saw over 3000 
registrations. He thanked the re-
source persons for their valued 
participation and for engaging 
with the young entrepreneurs of 

the State.
The valedictory session was 

also addressed by Mayor, Gang-
tok Municipal Corporation, 
Shakti Singh Choudhary.

The two-day festival saw 
panel discussions, interactions 
and even pitching of start-up 
ideas in various ields ranging 
from Organic Agriculture to 
tourism to media and communi-
cation as well as the Information 
Technology sector.

Kanchanpanda Startup Fest wraps up

The outgoing mem-
bers of the Samiti tabled 
the list of programmes 
conducted in 2016-17.

The meeting dis-
cussed various plans and 
programmes for 2018 in-
cluding the pending de-
mands of the residents, 
unemployment and var-
ious development proj-
ects in the area.

Krishna Chettri was 
elected as the new pres-

ident while Nirmal Prad-
han was elected as the 
new general secretary. 
Other members include 
P.P Upreti and Devi-
ka Lamichaney as vice 
presidents, Sishir Prad-
han and Karishma Rijal 
as joint secretaries, Dhi-
raj Pradhan as treasurer 
along with Anita Chettri 
and Suman Sunar as as-
sistant treasurers, Ree-
ta Sherpa as store in-
charge,.

Shanti Nagar Gaon Sudhar
Samiti holds...

contd from pg02

Aakraman 
enters 
quarter 
inals of the 

Tamchon 
NE tourney 
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 26 N : 

Sikkim Aakraman Foot-
ball Club has entered 

the quarter- inal round 
of the ongoing 11th Tam-
chon Memorial North 
East Tournament 2017 
at Ambedkar Stadium in 
New Delhi. 

In the last match of 
the group stage played 
on Sunday, Sikkim Aakra-
man FC went down to 
Indian Air Force FC 0-1. 
However, both teams 
have quali ied for the 
quarter- inal rounds of 
the tournament.

It has to be men-
tioned here that in the 
group stage, Sikkim 
team, represented by 
Sikkim Aakraman FC, 
outplayed Wung FC, Na-
galand 1-0 in the irst 
match and then defeated 
SSPP FC, Manipur 2-0 in 
the second match.

Sikkim team is sched-
uled to take on Hmar 
FC, Manipur in the quar-
ter- inal match on Mon-
day afternoon. Sikkim 
Students Association of 
Delhi also felicitated Sik-
kim Aakraman FC today 
evening.

ST. THOMAS CHURCH TAKES OUT FEAST OF CHRIST PROCESSION 
G , 26 N :  Saint Thomas Catholic Church took out a religious procession on the occasion of the 
Feast of Christ the King here in the capital today. The procession started from Saint Thomas School prem-
ises and concluded at the church.

NITESH R PRADHAN
G , 26 N :
“AFTER THE irst rescue, 
we gained con idence 
that we can do it,” says 
Bikash Gurung, one of 
the founding members of 
The Guardians, a group 
dedicated to save and 
rescue stray animals. 

Animals form an im-
portant part of our lives. 
They also play a prime 
role in the food chain and 
ecosystem. However, in 
a society constantly on a 
forward march towards 
materialistic growth and 
development, often the 
best friends of the hu-
man species are ignored. 

“Just because they 
can’t speak for themselves 
we can’t ignore them,” 
says another founding 
member and animal lover, 
Michaelle Karthak Lepcha. 

With a chief aim of 
spreading awareness 
among the citizens about 
the importance of an-
imals and to create an 
animal and pet friendly 
society, The Guardians, 
Sikkim was formed as a 
Whatsapp group. 

On their second anni-

versary today the group 
has rescued over 120 an-
imals and has vaccinated 
80 animals, primarily cats 
and dogs.  An event was 
organized by its active vol-
unteers to mark the occa-

sion in the capital today. 
“We are now focus-

ing on rescue efforts,” Ms 
Lepcha said. 

The group has active-
ly rescued many animals 
across the State. 

“However, due to lack 
volunteers in South, West 
and North Sikkim certain 
constraints come in our 
rescue efforts,” she adds. 

On their second an-
niversary the group 

launched their t-shirts 
which are available at an 
affordable price. 

The group can be 
contacted through their 
of icial Facebook page –
The Guardians, Sikkim.

Animal rescue group ‘The Guardians’
celebrates second anniversary
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment 
on, criticise, run down, even 
appreciate if  they like something 
in this paper. Letters carrying 
abusive/ indecorous language 
and personal attacks, except 
when against people responsible 
in this newspaper (who are fair 
game), will have to be ignored. 
Letters which carry forward a 
conversation or initiate a dialogue 
will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  
Mail us at: letters@
summittimes.com

Opinion

Khabar Patrikas
What makes a good

newspaper

Television, then the march of cable TV, then the web 
of internet and now social media, or just SM as the 

need for speed has everything shortened. Newspa-
pers, the print and ink on paper, have survived these 
threats over the years so it goes without saying that 
they are here to stay, survive and may be even thrive. 
These alone, however, do not a newspaper make. So 
what makes a good newspaper? Opinions on these will 
undoubtedly differ, but here are some points for the 
readers to mull over. 

For starters, good newspapers are unwavering in 
their commitment to their community and this “com-
munity” can be the national audience, a big city or 
even a small town. They serve as a kind of glue that 
provides various factions with the same information 
so that they can unite or divide based on their views 
and takeaways. By inference thus, newspapers don’t 
decide, they provide the people with all the required 
information from all the varied points of view and 
let the people decide. Newspapers are linchpins for 
change in the sense that they guide change and mod-
erate the opposing views on the course of this change. 
They don’t themselves bring about the change. That is 
for the people to do. Newspapers and journalists who 
believe themselves to be the activists of change credit 
themselves with too much more intelligence and im-
portance than is healthy. 

But then again, journalism has also always been 
about judgement. Things, however, go wrong when 
some working at newspapers believe that the only 
view that matters is their own. That approach is mis-
guided and dangerous. As individuals, or even insti-
tutions, we can only contribute to change and maybe 
even participate, not force it. These qualities are not 
always overtly expressed in a newspaper’s pages, but 
low naturally when newspapers succeed in shining 

the light on real problems and explaining real issues. 
Apart from reporting on issues they provide insight 
into the issues that face a community. If, after reading 
a newspaper, you feel that you have understood an is-
sue better, it is a sign that the papers are succeeding. 
Similarly, one should see his or her concerns and expe-
riences re lected in the pages. That’s a must, because 
that provides the connection between the publication 
and the readers. 

It also goes without saying that newspapers are 
expected to play it straight. And when doubts surface, 
they explain their actions without being either arro-
gant or defensive. When a mistake is made, they own 
it up and when a truth is questioned, they stand by 
it. Finally, good newspapers are like a relative. They 
prompt a wide range of emotions that run the gamut 
from love to hate depending on the day. But still, you 
want them around, just like the relative because you 
need them.

All that said, because you read this in an ink and 
paper product, there is an obvious bias towards that 
medium, but it is also becoming increasingly obvious 
that news and journalism is not so much about the 
material as the matter. The medium might change and 
evolve, but the basic tenets of the profession remain 
unchanged if they are to inform and not just entertain. 
And then again, information and understanding are 
not just about current and immediate requirements, 
not just about the now, but also necessary records eas-
ily accessed for posterity.

REBECCA PRENTICE & GEERT DE NEVE
theconversation.com

Five years ago, in November 2012, a ire in the 
Tazreen Fashions factory in Bangladesh killed 

at least 112 workers. Probably caused by a short 
circuit on the ground loor of the building, the ire 
rapidly spread up the nine loors where garment 
workers were trapped due to narrow or blocked 
ire escapes. Many died inside the building or while 

seeking an escape through the windows.
Just ive months later, the collapse of the Rana 

Plaza building killed 1,134 garment workers and 
injured hundreds of survivors. Rana Plaza was an 
eight-storey commercial building that housed gar-
ment units on its upper levels. The building that 
collapsed had already been evacuated the day be-
fore after cracks were identi ied, but the factory 
management had made workers return to work 
under the pressure of looming shipping deadlines. 
During the morning rush hour, the building col-
lapsed in on itself like a house of cards.

These two incidents and a string of other di-
sasters in garment factories across South Asia 
exposed the brutal employment conditions in the 
garment industry, and the deadly cost of “fast fash-
ion” to workers who produce clothes under strict 
deadlines for very low wages. In the ensuing years, 
a number of new initiatives have been set up to im-
prove factory safety and compensate injured work-
ers and the families of those killed.

The 2013 Accord on Fire and Building Safety in 
Bangladesh, a safety pact signed by global unions 
and more than 200 brands, has taken important 
steps towards making global apparel companies 
accountable for the safety of factories in their 
supply chains. Measures taken include a series of 
building inspections, upgrades and closures where 
buildings are deemed structurally unsafe, as well 
as an attempt at making brands and retailers con-
tractually liable for the safety of the factories where 
their garments are produced.

But ive years on, not enough is being done to 
protect garment workers, and these new initiatives 
haven’t gone far enough to address the multiple at-
tacks on workers’ everyday health and well-being.

Codes of conduct, continually used by apparel 
companies to monitor the working conditions of 
their suppliers, narrowly focus on building safety 
and physical infrastructure with a bias towards 
what can be seen and audited. These codes are 
poorly implemented, allowing building ires and 
collapses to continue; they also ignore many things 

that threaten workers’ health and well-being on a 
day-to-day basis.

The Accord on Fire and Building Safety in Ban-
gladesh likewise focuses exclusively on physical 
infrastructure, leaving out a host of other issues 
that affect workers’ health on a daily basis and 
undermine their long-term well-being: long work-
ing hours, physical and bodily exhaustion, intense 
work rhythms, harassment, and the lack of any 
meaningful representation. All these problems and 
more are still too often invisible.

EVERYDAY RISKS
In our new book, Unmaking the Global Sweatshop: 
Health and Safety of the World’s Garment Workers, 
Hasan Ashraf, a Bangladeshi anthropologist who 
conducted six months of ieldwork at a Dhaka knit-
wear factory, writes about the long list of everyday 
health threats he witnessed: everything from dust 
and smoke inhalation, noise, lack of ventilation, 
eyestrain, musculoskeletal pain, stress, and expo-
sure to lights, electric wires, and chemical adhe-
sives. Ashraf discovered that workers are having 
to make a trade-off between earning a living and 
caring for their health, which can rapidly depreci-
ate during their working lives, undermining their 
long-term physical and mental well-being.

Similarly, a recent report by the non-pro it or-
ganisation Better Factories Cambodia also conclud-

ed that poor working conditions “have contributed 
to a wave of incidents of mass fainting among Cam-
bodian factory workers – allegedly caused, at least in 
part, by exhaustion, overheating, and malnutrition”.

The fast fashion industry needs to realise that 
for garment workers, health means more than just 
the absence of injury. It encompasses physical, so-
cial, and mental health, all of which are threatened 
by the stress and stigma that extend well beyond 
the shop loor and into workers’ lives long after 
they stop working.

Everyone and every organisation involved in 
the global clothing supply chain needs to consid-
er not only the symptoms of ill health, but also its 
causes. And one of the central causes is the glob-
al system of the industry itself, which relies on 
outsourcing and subcontracting and of loads the 
social costs and risks of garment production onto 
already vulnerable workers in countries such as 
Bangladesh and Cambodia.

The future well-being of garment workers 
around the world relies on the industry accepting 
its responsibility to these people – and understand-
ing that that responsibility extends well beyond the 
structural safety of the buildings they work in.

[Rebecca Prentice is Senior Lecturer in 
Anthropology, University of Sussex; Geert De 

Neve is Professor of Social Anthropology & 
South Asian Studies, University of Sussex]

ARINJAY BANERJEE & KAREN 
MOSSMAN
theconversation.com

In 2003, severe acute respiratory 
syndrome (SARS) infected a to-

tal of 8,098 people worldwide. First 
reported in China, it spread rapidly 
through more than two dozen coun-
tries in North America, South Ameri-
ca, Europe and Asia.

You may not know that bats were 
implicated as a wildlife “reservoir” 
of the virus that caused the outbreak 
and killed 774 people.

SARS was caused by a coronavi-
rus (CoV). Coronaviruses in gener-
al infect humans on a regular basis, 
often leading to symptoms of the 
common cold: Coughing, sore throat, 
runny nose, sneezing and fever. But 
some, like SARS-CoV, jump species to 
humans from other animals, causing 
disease and often death.

Bats are believed to be hosts, or 
reservoirs, for several of these coro-
naviruses. They are also speculat-
ed to be the original source of the 
Middle East respiratory syndrome 
(MERS)-CoV that causes an illness, 
irst reported in 2012, from which 

30 to 40 per cent of infected patients 
have died.

And, interestingly, laboratory 
studies and ield observations have 
shown that bats infected with these 
viruses do not develop any clinical 
signs of disease.

Why is this? What adaptations in 
the bat immune system allow them to 
survive infections with these viruses? 
Can they help prevent the next pan-
demic? These are the questions that 
drive our research.

Karen Mossman has been study-
ing immune response modulation by 
viruses for more than 25 years. Arin-
jay Banerjee is exploring the immune 
responses in bat and human cells to 
different viruses, including MERS-
CoV, as part of his PhD research.

We hope these studies might open 
up avenues for identi ication of novel 
therapeutics for humans and help us 
design strategies to increase our odds 

of surviving infections with these 
highly pathogenic viruses.

VIRUSES SHUT DOWN THE 
IMMUNE RESPONSE

The reason that coronaviruses caus-
ing SARS and MERS make us so sick 
is that, like most other viruses, they 
have evolved diverse strategies to 
shut down our irst line of defence, 
the innate immune response.

Immune response is activated 
when a virus infects the irst cell in 
our body. The cell produces mole-
cules that hinder the spread of the 
virus. These molecules also prime 
neighbouring cells to resist infection 
with the virus.

Inhibiting this immune response 
is thus an advantage for the virus. 

SARS-CoV and MERS-CoV make 
several proteins that inhibit these 
cellular defence responses, allowing 
the virus to spread and the disease to 
progress in an infected individual.

THE ‘JUMP’ FROM BATS 
TO HUMANS

Viruses such as coronaviruses have 
likely evolved for a very long time 
with bats, thus allowing both bats 
and viruses to reach equilibrium 
where they can co-exist.

Generally, hosts and viruses that 
have co-evolved like this adapt their 
defence and counter-defence strat-
egies to establish an optimal envi-
ronment for both participants in this 
evolutionary race.

However, sometimes these virus-
es grow to high numbers and cause 
disease or spread from their evolu-
tionary hosts to other animals and 
to humans if this “optimal” environ-
ment is disturbed. 

As bats have been evolving for 50 
million years, they have had a long 
time to adapt to their viruses. The 
question remains then: Why do some 
of these viruses occasionally “jump” 
from bats to other species to cause 
signi icant disease?

THE ONLY MAMMAL CAPABLE 
OF TRUE FLIGHT

Since coronaviruses similar to MERS-
CoV and SARS-CoV have been de-
tected in bats without symptoms, 
it follows that bats must employ a 
unique immune response to survive 
infections.

Bats carry the most viruses per 
mammalian species, even more than 
rodents. And bats experimentally in-
fected with MERS-CoV do not develop 
signs of disease.

Understanding how bats can suc-
cessfully co-exist with more than 200 
different viruses is of growing inter-
est to researchers. Several hypothe-
ses have emerged about this unique 
ability of bats to resist virus-induced 
disease. Speculations include co-evo-
lutionary adaptations and the ability 
to ly.

Bats are the only mammals capa-
ble of true light. During light, the 

body temperature of bats rises to 
over 40. This resembles a fever re-
sponse in humans, and fever is known 
to prime the immune response.

Is it possible that bats have an im-
mune response that is always primed, 
in part due to the increase in their 
body temperatures during light?

Metabolic rate is also increased 
during light, which produces reac-
tive oxygen radicals that can damage 
cellular DNA. There is evidence that 
genes involved in antiviral responses 
are positively selected due to their 
role in DNA repair as well. Thus, the 
ability to ly may have caused DNA 
repair genes to evolve for better func-
tionality, which in turn may have led 
to the evolution of a more robust im-
mune response in bats. 

Scientists also speculate that since 
bats are primed to resist infections 
with viruses due to an over-active anti-
viral response in their cells, their virus-
es have co-evolved to make increasing 
amounts of viral proteins that can mod-
ulate these immune responses.

When humans are infected with 
these viruses, the viruses continue to 
make high levels of these proteins. But 
human cells are not primed to contin-
uously express high levels of antiviral 
molecules the way bat cells are. There-
fore, immune responses mounted by 
human cells are probably easily over-
whelmed by these viral proteins.

Understanding these intriguing 
interactions is a work in progress and 
we are currently trying to understand 
if MERS-CoV behaves differently in 
bat cells.

We’re also interested in observ-
ing how bat cells respond to infection 
with MERS-CoV and other viruses. 
We hope these studies will open up 
avenues for identi ication of novel 
therapeutic targets and molecules, 
and enhance research into less-stud-
ied wildlife viral reservoirs.

[Arinjay Banerjee is PhD Can-
didate in Veterinary Microbiology, 

University of Saskatchewan; Karen 
Mossman is Professor and AVP 

Research, McMaster University]

Can bats help humans survive
the next pandemic?

Five years after deadly factory ire, Bangladesh’s
garment workers are still vulnerable
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SHAKOOR RATHER
New Delhi, Nov 26 (PTI): Every 
time her client hangs up, the young 
woman from Hyderabad goes to 
the washroom and weeps.

Then she dries her eyes and 
returns to her desk -- to pick up 
her phone and her fake American 
identity and drawl once again.

She is one of the many work-
ers in call centres who face racial 
abuse from people viewing them 
as job thieves , says a new study on 
business process outsourcing cen-
tres in India.

It is a post-recession reality. 
Western clients are extremely ca-
gey. If they think you are an Indian, 
their biggest fear is you are steal-
ing their job and that everything is 
being outsourced, said its author 
Sweta Rajan-Rankin, from the Uni-
versity of Kent in the UK.

The study, released earlier this 
month, is based on ethnographic 
research with two global outsourc-
ing irms operating call centres in 
India from 2010-12. In 2012, an 
estimated 3.3 lakh Indians worked 
in call centres which provide cus-
tomer-related services, second 
only to the Philippines, which had 
3.5 lakh such employees.

“Abuse? (It) happens almost 
daily maybe one or two times in a 
day. During some point in the call, 
some people say You Indians!!! etc, 
the study quoted a BPO employee 
as saying.

The researcher said the study 
was also relevant in the context of 
recent developments in the United 
States and UK.

“In terms of the current con-

text, with Brexit in the UK and 
Trump in America, recession, pull-
ing back of services, we have seen 
a resurgence of national politics... 
you might see much more custom-
er abuse, much more racial abuse,” 
she said.

Rajan-Rankin said in the 1990s, 
when the companies came to India, 
they used “complete masking”, that 
is, ensured that the Indian identity 
should not be revealed at all.

“The reason for this is compa-
nies in the US are risk- averse and 
want to portray to clients that cus-
tomer service is taking place in the 
same country where the service is 
being provided,” she told PTI.

To help employees take on a 
westernised identity, many are 
sent to the US where they are 
trained in voice modulation and 
accents, as well on cultural refer-
ence points, such as baseball or 
ilm and TV shows like Baywatch 

and Friends.
The rules of call agents don t al-

low them to disclose that they are 
working in India, no matter what. 
As a result they get enormous 
amounts of abuse, which is often 
racial in nature, said Rajan-Rankin.

Almost all the employees in-
terviewed for the study said they 
were verbally cursed and abused.

“Narratives around identity 
masking of call agents are rooted 
in attempts to stem racial abuse 
from western clients who may 
perceive them as ‘job thieves’,” Ra-
jan-Rankin said.

She cited the case of the young 
woman from Hyderabad.

Every time she would take a 

call, she would go to the washroom 
and cry. And then she would come 
back to take another set of calls, 
she said.

Not much had changed in the 
industry in these ive years, felt 
Manorma Rathour, a BPO worker 
contacted by PTI, who said some of 
the abuse stemmed from a caller’s 
disbelief over an employee s west-
ern identity.

It takes a lot of time and effort 
to convince the client about our 
identity. They are not willing to ac-
cept that we are calling from their 
country, so they shout and yell,” 
she said.

Abuse went hand in hand with 
stress, pointed out Dr Shweta Shar-
ma, a clinical psychologist at the 
Columbia Asia Hospital in Gurgaon.

They face a lot of health issues, 
including increased stress and in-
crease in weight, she added.

Sharma also said there were 
instances of employees taking to 
substance abuse to cope with the 
stress or to stay awake through the 
night, their usual work hours.

However, while the study noted 
that there was exploitation, abuse 
and emotional harm, it also looked 
at the creativity and imagination 
involved in making identity manip-
ulation work.

Some employees said they did 
not let go off their new identities, 
even after of ice hours.

I often call myself Hazel in so-
cial gatherings and my friends and 
even parents do that sometimes. 
Hazel has become an important 
part of my personality, Rathour 
added.

ABUSE AND STRESS: Study on Indian
BPO workers pulls off mask

MANASH PRATIM 
BHUYAN
N  D , N  26 
(PTI): The Centre is con-
sidering linking Guwa-
hati with all major South 
East Asian nations by 
light services as part of a 

plan to improve connec-
tivity to the North East 
and boost the region’s 
trade prospects, Assam 
Governor Jagdish Mukhi 
said today.

A plan to develop the 
Assam city as a major 
hub for trade with the 
10-nation ASEAN bloc is 
being worked on, he said.

The governor said 
efforts were on to set 
up consulates of all the 
10 member-countries 
of ASEAN (Association 
of Southeast Asian Na-
tions) in Guwahati, and 
to re-open traditional 
trade routes between the 
North Eastern states and 
South East Asia.

Mukhi said the Centre 
was working on an “am-
bitious plan” to boost the 
economic growth of the 
resource-rich North East.

Among the steps be-

ing considered was the 
linking of the region 
through land, air and 
water with the “vibrant 
economies” of South East 
Asia, in sync with India’s 
Act East policy.

“In 1950, the per 
capita income of (undi-
vided) Assam was much 
higher than the nation-
al average. The region 
lagged behind after Inde-
pendence as traditional 
trade routes with all the 

countries in South East 
were snapped. We are 
trying to revive them,” he 
told PTI in an interview.

Mukhi, who took over 
as Assam Governor in 
October, said he had pro-
posed to the Centre to 
tweak its UDAN scheme 
on regional air connectiv-
ity to link Guwahati with 
all the ASEAN countries.

The Centre was work-
ing on it, he said.

He indicated that the 

issue of enhancing con-
nectivity between the 
North East and South 
East Asia may igure 
during the ASEAN-India 
commemorative summit, 
being held here on Janu-
ary 25. The heads of gov-
ernments of all 10 ASEAN 
countries are expected to 
attend the meet.

“We want to devel-
op Guwahati as a major 
trading hub with South 
East Asia. We are think-

ing of having 300 daily 
ights to and from Guwa-

hati. We want to signi i-
cantly boost the econom-
ic growth of the region. 
If we can link the North 
East with South East Asia 
by air, water and rail con-
nectivity, then the North 
East will grow at an un-
imaginable pace,” Mukhi 
said, adding that the Cen-
tre was seriously dealing 
with the issues.

The UDAN scheme 
is aimed at boosting 
air connectivity to and 
from unserved and un-
der-served airports and 
making lying more af-
fordable. The Guwahati 
airport currently handles 
around 50 lights daily.

“The Prime Minis-
ter thinks the economic 
prosperity of the North 
East is very important for 
the sustained economic 
growth of the country. 
The North East has the 
potential of contributing 
signi icantly to the na-
tional economy and we 
are determined to take 
all possible steps in this 
direction,” Mukhi said.

He said the Centre 
was also working on link-
ing the region with major 
ports of the neighbour-
ing countries through 
waterways.

“If the North East is 
to develop, then we must 
revive our sea links. We 
must develop sea routes to 
all important ports in the 
neighbouring countries 
besides the land routes. If 
that happens, a signi icant 
amount of the country’s 
trade will pass through the 
North East,” he said.

Several ASEAN mem-
ber countries have ex-
pressed an interest in in-
vesting in the North East, 
besides seeking improve-
ments in connectivity. 
The ASEAN comprises 
Thailand, Vietnam, In-
donesia, Malaysia, the 
Philippines, Singapore, 
Myanmar, Cambodia, 
Laos and Brunei.

The ASEAN region and 
India have a combined 
population of 1.85 billion, 
which is one fourth of the 
global population, and 
their combined GDP has 
been estimated to be over 

USD 3.8 trillion.
Asked about ULFA 

(the United Liberation 
Front of Assam) and oth-
er militant groups operat-
ing in the region, he said 
the government was open 
to having a dialogue with 
any group on any demand 
except on sovereignty.

“I am happy that 
peace is being main-
tained in Assam in the 
last three years. All these 
militant groups are un-
der control. But still we 
are open to holding a di-
alogue with any group. 
Everything can be dis-
cussed and sorted out,” 
he said. But sovereignty 
would not be given to 
anyone, he said.

“Other than that, if 
they have any other issue, 
they can be resolved,” he 
added. Sovereignty is the 
main demand of the ULFA.

In his previous assign-
ment, Mukhi served as 
the Lieutenant Governor 
of the Andaman and Nico-
bar Islands. He succeeded 
Banwarilal Purohit, who 
was appointed the Gover-
nor of Tamil Nadu.

Centre plans to link North East to SE Asia: Governor Mukhi

K , N  26 
(PTI): Polls opened to-
day in Nepal for a his-
toric round of provincial 
and parliamentary elec-
tions that many hope will 
bring the much-needed 
political stability to the 
Himalayan nation.

Under the irst round 
of elections, 3.19 million 
voters were choosing 
lawmakers amid tight 
security in 32 districts, 
mainly hilly and moun-
tain regions in the north-
ern part of the land-
locked country.

This is for the irst 
time that elections for 
Parliament and provin-
cial assemblies are be-
ing conducted under the 
new Constitution pro-
mulgated in September 
2015.

The voting is tak-
ing place in 37 elector-
al constituencies of 32 
districts. Altogether 702 
candidates are in the 
fray for 37 seats of Par-
liament and 74 of pro-
vincial assemblies. Vot-

ing started at 7 AM and 
would continue till 5 PM 
(local time).

Out of the total 15.4 
million voters, 3.19 mil-
lion voters are eligible 
to cast their votes today 
while the remaining ones 

Polls open in Nepal’’s historic election

will exercise their fran-
chise on December 7.

The Election Com-
mission (EC) has urged 
voters to reach their re-
spective polling centers 
and exercise their demo-
cratic rights in a free and 
fearless manner.

The second phase will 
see elections in 45 districts 
including Kathmandu val-
ley and southern plains 
of Nepal, also known as 

Terai. The elections will 
elect 175 Members of Par-
liament and 350 members 
of provincial assemblies in 
seven provinces for a ive-
year term.

A large number of se-
curity personnel includ-
ing the army have been 
mobilised to ensure se-
curity. The EC authorities 
visited several remote 
areas on helicopters to 
assess poll preparations.

Chief Election Com-
missioner Aydohee 
Prasad Yadav visited 
Dolpa in the North-East 
mountain region and Nu-
wakot in the central Ne-
pal respectively to have a 
direct observation of the 
poll preparations.

“I am also excited for 
the polls as most people 
whom I met today in var-
ious parts of the country 
are really excited.

Unlike them I am a bit 
worried if any force dis-
turbs the elections. Thus, 
let’s irst make this elec-

tion a success and we all 
will celebrate it together,” 
CEC Yadav told reporters 
on the eve of the election.

“The election will 
complete the implemen-
tation of the irst Con-
stitution promulgated 
through the Constituent 
Assembly and federal 
democratic republic will 
be further strengthened 
ending the protracted po-
litical deadlock,” he said.

Two major commu-
nist parties - CPN-UML 
and former rebel CPN 
(Maoist) now rebranded 
as CPN (Maoist Center) - 
have forged an electoral 
alliance against the rul-
ing Nepali Congress.

The two parties have 
vowed to garner a major-
ity in the elections and 
forming a communist 
government. The Nepali 
Congress has also forged 
an electoral alliance with 
pro-Hindu Rastriya Pra-
jatantra Party in certain 
electoral constituencies.

There are also some 
electoral alliances be-
tween the Rastriya Ja-
nata Party Nepal, a key 
Madhesi party and Ne-
pali Congress in some 
constituencies to counter 
the communist alliance.

“It’s an important 
step to implement the 
Constitution.

Let’s hope, this elec-
tion will pave the way for 
political stability and de-
velopment in the coming 
days,” said former chief 
election commissioner 
Bhojraj Pokharel, who 
successfully conducted 
elections in 2008.

The country is hold-
ing provincial and par-
liamentary elections in 
two phases on November 
26 and December 7. The 
elections are being seen 
as the inal step in Ne-
pal’s transition to a fed-
eral democracy following 
a decade-long civil war 
till 2006 that claimed 
more than 16,000 lives.

Rajnath 
Singh 
to visit 
Meghalaya 
on 
December 7
S , N  26 (PTI): 
Union Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh will visit 
poll-bound Meghalaya 
on December 7 to meet 
booth-level BJP workers, 
party of icials said.

Singh will also inau-
gurate a party of ice in 
the state.

“The Union home 
minister will address 
about 3,000 party work-
ers at the booth-level 
‘karyakarta sammelan’ 
covering assembly con-
stituencies of East Khasi 
Hills, Ri Bhoi, West Khasi 
Hills and Shillong City,” 
BJP state president Shi-
bun Lyngdoh told PTI.

The state BJP, which 
is gearing up to contest 
in all 60 seats in the state, 
is also preparing the visit 
of its national president 
Amit Shah and other top 
party functionaries this 
year, Lyngdoh said.

HAVE  A STORY 
TO SHARE? 

email us  
news@summittimes.com
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N  D , N  26 (PTI): Mar-
keting professional Upendra Nam-
buri loves to set his books in short 
capsules of time to capture its in-
luence on emotions, actions and 

behaviour and his new novel is an 
extension of his number series and 
talks about the fate of a multibil-
lion dollar conglomerate and thou-
sands of its employees.

Namburi started a unique for-
mat in the numbers series which 
probably has not been attempted 
before.

The three books in the num-
bers series are timelines, 31 days, 
60 minutes and 8 hours.

“The books are set in short 
capsules of time and attempt to 
capture the in luence of time on 
emotions, actions, behaviours and 
choices. In each of the books there 

is an urgency, within which the 
characters need to act and operate, 
which heightens the suspense and 
drama for the reader,” Namburi 
told PTI.

“In ‘8 Hours’, the fate of a mul-
tibillion dollar conglomerate and 
thousands of its employees will be 
determined. In ‘31 Days’, the story 
is again in a unique format, with 
31 chapters for 31 days in March 
with a iring list that is scheduled 
to emerge on March 31. In fact, ‘60 
Minutes’ is possibly the irst time 
ever in which an entire story is set 
in such a short time span,” the au-
thor said.

His new book “8 Hours”, pub-
lished by Westland, is set in a peri-
od of eight hours, commencing at 1 
am and concluding at 9 am.

The main protagonist is Aratri-

ka Reddy, the CEO of ARYA Hold-
ings Ltd, a family-run multibillion 
dollar conglomerate with interests 

in liquor, hotels, real-estate, min-
ing and steel.

With the newly-appointed chair-
man of a bank threatening to call in 
the loans, the organisation may go 
bankrupt or be tak-
en over by a rival 
family by 9 am.

The author said 
the book is inspired 
by a host of fami-
ly-run organisations 
in India, which have 
lourished and per-

ished with the shift-
ing sands of political 
largesse.

“Aratrika has 
evolved from a host of accom-
plished women who have led and 
successfully managed large com-
panies in contemporary India. The 

entire setting is re lective of pres-
ent day corporate India portraying 
the role and in luence of bankers, 
investment funds and politicians,” 
he said. He described “8 Hours” 

as an intense saga 
with deep rooted 
inter-familial con-
licts between two 

dynastic families 
and also which 
portrays how 
blood and rela-
tionships can be 
vulnerable to the 
desire for accumu-
lating wealth.

“8 Hours” is set 
in a corporate backdrop.

“Most people today would ei-
ther be working in or with corpo-
rates. ‘8 Hours’ offers them glimps-

es into certain echelons of corpo-
rate India, the ploys, the schemes 
and tactics in corporate India. The 
corporate, is after all, the new bat-
tle ield.”

When researching for “8 
Hours”, Namburi examined and 
followed the growth, struggles and 
decline of many leading brands 
which had captured the imagina-
tion of India.

“There have been several in-
stances of corporate mismanage-
ment and even fraud in India. Sa-
tyam and King isher have caught 
the public imagination with their 
scale and intensity.

“There have also been sever-
al other enterprises which have 
grown with in luences and favours 
and then vanquished with the 
changing powers,” he said.

New novel offers a timeline of corporate India

K , N  26 (PTI): PV 
Sindhu’s gallant ight ended 
in agony as she suffered a sec-
ond successive loss to world 
no. 1 Tai Tzu Ying of Chinese 
Taipei at the summit clash of 
the USD 400,000 Hong Kong 
Super Series here today.

Playing her ifth straight 
tournament, Sindhu, who had 
a 3-7 head-to-head record 
against Tai before the match, 
never lacked in itness and 
fought throughout the match 
before going down 18-21 18-
21 to the defending champion 
in a 44-minute women’s sin-
gles inal here.

This is Sindhu’s second 
loss in the four inals that she 
reached this season. She had 
lost to Japan’s Nozomi Okuha-
ra at the World Championship 
inal, while clinched two titles 

at India and Korea this year.
In the opening game 

which lasted 21 minutes, Tai 
moved to a 3-0 lead early on 
before Sindhu made a good 
judgement at the baseline to 
log the irst points.

However, Tai unleashed 

her wide repertoire of strokes 
and varied the pace well to 
lead 7-2.

Sindhu then started to 
dominate the rallies by using 
her deep clears and drew the 
Taiwanese close to the net. 
She used her reach to catch 
the shuttle early and placed 
it in dif icult positions to nar-
row the de icit to 6-7.

A deceptive net return 
gave Tai a point. The Taiwan-
ese then produced a smash 

on the deep backhand corner 
of Sindhu and moved to 10-
7. Sindhu unleashed a body 
smash to perfection before 
Tai’s lat straight return bam-
boozled the Indian.

At the break, Tai had a 
three-point advantage.

After the breather, Tai 
committed a couple of un-
forced errors at both the 
lanks, while Sindhu came up 

with a backhand return near 
the net to reduce the margin 

to 10-13, but Tai quickly re-
covered to extend her domi-
nation to 16-13.

Sindhu tried to anticipate 
her deceptive rival and put 
Tai in awkward positions a 
few times, but she hit long or 
at the net to allow the Taiwan-
ese lead 18-14.

A gritty Sindhu, however, 
kept breathing down her neck 
and soon clawed back at 18-18.

During the next rally, the 
string of the Sindhu’s racquet 

broke and Tai unleashed a 
smash which left the Indian 
frustrated. Tai produced an-
other smash on Sindhu back-
hand to move to game point. 
She then grabbed the opening 
game after winning a vid-
eo referral when her shuttle 
landed on the line.

In the second game, Sind-
hu was left to deal with some 
indecision due to the sidewise 
drift which gave early advan-
tage to Tai but the gritty In-
dian levelled the score at 4-4 
with a superb return at her 
rival’s forehand.

The duo moved to 7-7 be-
fore Tai hit wide and lost a re-
ferral too.

Sindhu produced a over-
head backhand lick, a decep-
tive return at the forecourt 
and another smash to move to 
10-7 before entering the lemon 
break with a two-point advan-
tage when Tai found the net.

However, Tai dominated 
the proceedings after the in-
terval, despite a ighting Sind-
hu trying to snap at her heels.

The Indian lost a referral 

and then failed to retrieve a 
shot at the forecourt as Tai led 
12-11.

At 13-12, Sindhu was not 
allowed a video referral by the 
line judge and after that the 
match slipped away from the 
Indian even as Tai produced a 
stroke on Sindhu’s forehand 
to perfection. With the Indian 
failing to inish the rallies, it 
allowed Tai to lead 17-12.

Another weak return by 
Sindhu and Tai was leading 
18-12. The Indian produced 
a cross court smash to break 
the rhythm, but she again hit 
long.

Tai faltered at the net and 
then miscued a lift from the 
front court. She then hit long 
as Sindhu conjured up hopes 
of a turn around, moving to 
16-19. However, a long ral-
ly ensued which ended with 
Sindhu’s lift going long and 
Tai earned the match point at 
20-16.

Sindhu saved two match 
points before a perfect drop 
shot from Tai sealed the title 
for the Chinese Taipei shuttler.

Sindhu’s gallant fight ends in agony in Hong Kong Open

N  D , N  26 
(PTI): Cities are picking 
up the concept of bicy-
cle sharing following the 
success of such a project 
in Bhopal under the Cen-
tre’s Smart City Mission 
for last mile connectivity 
and to ight pollution and 
congestion, a senior of i-
cial said.

“Bhopal’s public bike 
sharing programme is 
setting a new trend in 
India. Bhopal’s concept is 
bringing back the bicycle 
as an alternate to private 
motor vehicle, not only 
contributing to user’s 
health but to the environ-
ment,” the Housing and 
Urban Affairs Ministry 
of icial added.

He said there are 
around 30 similar pro-
grammes being under-
taken cross the country 
under the Smart City 
Mission, out of which 
about 20 are in various 
stages of inalising de-
tailed project report.

In June, Bhopal had 
launched the nation’s 
irst completely automat-

ed bicycle sharing pro-
gramme with a leet of 
around 500 bicycles.

It comprised 12 km of 
dedicated bicycle tracks 
around 50 locations 
within the city where 
bicycles are placed and 
from where the customer 
can hire a bicycle using 
a phone app, which al-
lows the users to register 
themselves, select a plan 
and pay for the same.

The programme, 

costing about Rs 7 crore, 
has been rolled out on a 
public private partner-
ship model. Around Rs 
3 crore was inanced 
through the Smart City 
Mission’s funds and the 
rest by a private compa-
ny, the of icial said.

As part of this com-
pletely automated sys-
tem, users can pick up 
a cycle from any of the 
stations and deposit it at 
any another station after 
use.

Over 25,000 bikers 
are already registered 
with the programme and 
one new registration 
takes place every 5 min-
utes, the of icial added.

“It has shown that 
not only bike sharing is 
possible in India but also 
that it can be fully auto-
mated and pro itably run 
with minimum human 
intervention,” he added.

Launched on June 
25, 2015, the Smart City 
Mission aims to develop 
100 smart cities across 
the country in a ive-year 
period. The government 
has earmarked Rs 48,000 
crore for the develop-
ment of these cities.

Each selected city will 
be given Rs 500 crore 
over a period of ive years 
by the Centre with the 
respective states expect-
ed to make the matching 

contribution.
Recently, Vice Presi-

dent M Venkaiah Naidu 
had pitched for promot-
ing non-motorised trans-
port infrastructure for 
walking and using bicy-
cles which will not only 
act as the last mile con-
nectivity for a well-estab-
lished public transport 
system but also help in 
promoting health.

Naidu, the former 
housing and urban af-
fairs minister, had said 
the future of the trans-
portation lies in sustain-
able smart mobility and 
eco-friendly alternatives.

Cities picking up cycle sharing concept
after Bhopal’s success: Offi cial

M , N  26 (PTI): 
Buoyed by the increas-
ing preference for sports 
on the digital platform, 
American sports broad-
caster ESPN is aggres-
sively working to tap this 
demand with more con-
tent, says a top company 
of icial.

The broadcaster, 
which has been present 
here for over quarter of 
a century, owns two 
digital properties 
-- ESPNcricinfo, 
a cricket content 
platform, and a co-
branded multi-sport 
content offering 
ESPN.in, with 
its joint venture 
partner Sony 
Pictures Networks India 
that was launched 15 
months earlier.

Besides, it also has 
two co-branded sports 
channels with Sony Pic-
tures Networks India.

“We believe that In-
dia is a mobile- irst mar-
ket and data con irms 
that. Almost 78 per cent 
of all our traf ic is either 
on the mobile web or 
the app. We also believe 
that over time people 
are shifting from mobile 
web towards app,” ESPN 
International executive 
vice-president and man-
aging director Russell 
Wolff told PTI here.

For ESPN, digital vid-
eo consumption has been 
growing at 150 per cent, 
while mobile video de-
mand has been growing 
even more dramatically, 
at a rate as high as 350 

per cent, Wolff said.
He said the company 

has been producing more 
videos for mobile and 
digital platforms, given 
the growing interest in 
digital content.

And he is bullish 
about the demand, say-
ing “we expect growth in 
both the amount of con-
tent we produce and the 
consumption of that vid-

eo to continue at a pace.”
Between January 

and September this year, 
ESPN.in has seen a 22 
per cent year-on-year 
increase in traf ic to 122 
million a month and the 
unique views have grown 
24 per cent year-on-year 
to 25 million a month.

Terming India as 
“an amazing, complex 
market that is driven 
by cricket,” Wolff noted 
that the interest in other 
sports is also increasing 
and the company is quite 
bullish on the prospects 
here.

ESPN.in football con-
tent had a 43 per cent 
year-on-year increase 
in unique views, tennis 
video content witnessed 
soared 160 per cent, 
while that for badminton 
surged 200 per cent over 
last year. The unique 

views for NBA (basket-
ball) rose 60 per cent, ac-
cording to the data from 
Kantar Milward Brown 
and Adobe Analytics.

On an average, an In-
dian user spends about 
500 minutes a month on 
ESPN digital properties, 
with app users general-
ly spending a good deal 
more than those who vis-
it only via the web, Wolff 

said.
On local lan-

guage content, he 
said they are explor-
ing the possibility of 
incorporating Indi-
an languages on its 
apps.

India, which 
has one of the larg-

est editorial teams and 
the largest technology 
teams outside the US for 
ESPN, is a key part of 
their growth plans in the 
Asia-Paci ic region and 
globally.

“It is de initely a mar-
ket we are focused on. 
Our editorial and prod-
uct teams in Bengaluru 
and Mumbai not only 
drive our India business 
but also are an integral 
part of ESPN around the 
world, contributing sig-
ni icantly to our global 
digital platform, prod-
ucts and business,” Wolff 
said.

“Our focus is on cre-
ating high quality, com-
pelling content and prod-
ucts, as well as develop-
ing robust technology, 
as we continue growing 
our presence in India,” he 
added.

As demand grows in leaps, ESPN 
to go the whole hog with digital

Boxing and 
the gender 
equality 
conundrum
G , N  26 
(PTI): Women’s boxing 
“merits” expansion at the 
Olympic level but should 
that come at the expense 
of men’s events?

The question seems 
to have no easy answers 
as one of the marquee 
Olympic sports grapples 
with the prospect of a 
revamped roster for the 
2020 Games.

The IOC has man-
dated that the women’s 
events be increased 
from three to ive for the 
Games in Tokyo without 
allowing an increase in 
the overall participation 
or the number of medals 
on offer.

This means that the 
men’s events, which were 
reduced from 13 to 10 in 
the 2012 Games, will now 
be further cut to eight as 
the IOC pushes for great-
er gender parity at the 
quadrennial showpiece. 
London 2012 was when 
women’s boxing made its 
Olympic debut in three 
weight categories.

Boxing has been an 
Olympic sport since 
1904 and was a male 
only event till the 2008 
Beijing Games.

“There was a time 
when men’s boxing had 
13 weight categories, 
which dropped to 10 and 
they could now be drop-
ping to eight in 2020. 
Women’s boxing deserves 
the expansion. But at the 
same time men’s boxing 
will continue to ight for 
its territory,” said India’s 
High Performance Direc-
tor Santiago Nieva.

His response quite 
sums up the situation 
in international boxing 
where the general view is 
that while it’s good to have 
more women at the Olym-
pics but men shouldn’t be 
too drastically affected.

“I don’t understand 
why can’t there be great-
er participation. It’s great 
to have more women’s 
events but let there be 
as many men, have more 
medals, have more box-
ers. That should be the 
aim in my opinion. Isn’t 
that’s what Olympic spir-
it is all about?” Indian 
boxing’s national observ-
er Akhil Kumar told PTI.

The men’s categories 
to be dropped are yet to 
be inalised. The Inter-
national Boxing Associa-
tion’s (AIBA) new Presi-
dent Franco Falcinelli is 
still trying to negotiate 
with the IOC to ensure 
that only one men’s cate-
gory is dropped.

“The IOC has kept a 
cap on the number of ath-
letes that can participate 
in the Games that cannot 
be changed currently.
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NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR OSTRICH EVENING

Draw Time : 8:00 pm onward
Draw No:17 DrawDate on:25/11/17
1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 89B 12134
     (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.9499/- 12134 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
11191 26964 36786 46344 58741
59647 63663 67919 68337 69521
3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0100 3393 4339 5206 5518 6371 7599 7874 9003 9287
4th Prize Rs.250/- 1087 2847 3463 4132 4326 4715 5114 8365 9272 9492
5th Prize Rs.120/-
0022 0131 0163 0197 0339 0449 0470 0510 0555 0647
0677 0683 0747 0783 1033 1157 1199 1440 1569 1761
1966 2080 2091 2340 2411 2447 2779 2849 2878 3059
3450 3565 3590 3953 4030 4065 4204 4230 4536 4585
4759 4860 4890 4932 5045 5075 5135 5170 5346 5450
5527 5544 5596 5634 5688 5720 5794 5841 5973 6071
6123 6182 6262 6373 6395 6399 6468 6496 6621 6664
6829 7111 7169 7345 7457 7494 7596 7609 7651 7825
7844 7931 8059 8105 8323 8345 8347 8512 8539 8885
8951 9086 9314 9351 9418 9434 9586 9606 9693 9923
Issued by:
The Director,Nagaland State Lotteries,Kohima,Nagaland
For Result,Please Visit : www.nagalandlotteries.com
KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE

~ SummitTIMES ~
CLASSIFIEDS

WINTER CRASH COURSE     
X & XII CBSE / ISC/ ICSE - 2017-18 

Try & continue, highly experienced faculties

UDISHA

DEAR RESPECT MORNING DEAR AFFECTIONATE
Draw No:12 DrawDate on:26/11/17 Draw No:17 DrawDate on:26/11/17

1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 95L 88439 1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 76D 86049
    (Including Super Prize Amt)    (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 88439 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 86049 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
06456 31940 36672 37004 40159 14141 15189 17883 24835 33451
42009 82496 86102 87088 99881 36514 43698 48602 94421 96985
3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0482 1244 1595 1717 1744 2456 2517 4907 5079 8469 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0806 2065 3012 3205 3576 3799 6282 7286 8462 9234
4th Prize Rs.250/- 1253 2430 2677 3695 6425 7681 8540 9581 9729 9988 4th Prize Rs.250/- 2945 4905 4925 4936 5304 5772 7844 7975 8414 8439
5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/-
0294 0379 0563 0659 0671 0685 0706 0897 0983 1047 0062 0153 0163 0191 0238 0346 0357 0964 1372 1384
1142 1200 1419 1438 1457 1867 1981 1983 2108 2140 1420 1529 1539 1545 1878 1892 1931 2007 2188 2195
2466 2545 2745 2950 2962 3026 3052 3263 3322 3340 2234 2243 2249 2432 2573 2677 2719 2867 2932 2954
3629 3736 3754 3898 4020 4061 4114 4364 4394 4455 3011 3047 3090 3124 3225 3319 3348 3477 3550 3617
4529 4537 4549 4557 4726 4835 4889 4963 5018 5085 3857 3897 3990 4101 4127 4165 4230 4356 4391 4393
5173 5284 5433 5478 5559 5627 5938 6035 6055 6167 4460 4516 4680 4711 4796 4801 4806 4880 4927 5168
6280 6445 6691 6769 6793 6848 6900 6933 7169 7253 5439 5587 5642 5800 6040 6098 6142 6398 6437 6553
7291 7298 7476 7651 7696 7771 7813 7908 7980 8260 6667 6725 6769 6857 6907 6968 7028 7375 7466 7476
8297 8625 8834 8838 8897 9006 9055 9065 9080 9103 7625 7632 7685 7768 7789 7879 8008 8163 8426 8460
9131 9148 9250 9307 9406 9420 9537 9761 9789 9858 8550 8598 8682 8911 9083 9114 9384 9571 9578 9643

Issued by:
The Director, Sikkim State Lotteries, Deorali-737102, Gangtok, Sikkim.
Please Visit: www.sikkimlotteries.com

KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE
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SAJJAD HUSSAIN 
I , N  26 (PTI): 
Pakistan’s government has 
called in the army to restore 
order after clashes between 
police and protesters be-
longing to hardline religious 
groups killed six people and 
injured more than 200 others 
in the capital.

The police aided by para-
military Rangers and Fron-
tier Constabulary yesterday 
lunched a massive opera-
tion against activists of Teh-
reek-i-Khatm-i-Nabuwwat, 
Tehreek-i-Labaik Ya Rasool 
Allah and Sunni Tehreek Paki-
stan religious groups who had 
blocked a key highway to Islam-
abad for nearly three weeks.

Police and paramilitary 
forces ired tear gas and rub-
ber bullets at the protesters 
to disperse them. However, 
the security forces pulled 
back after the crackdown 
turned deadly.

At least six people were 
killed in clashes yesterday, 
Dawn reported. It also said 
that no security personnel 
was killed but at least nine 
senior police of icers were 
injured including Rawalpindi 
city police chief Israr Abbasi.

According to health of i-

cials, more than 200 people, 
including at least 95 securi-
ty personnel, were injured 
in the clashes and shifted to 
various hospitals.

The Interior Ministry last 
night issued a statutory reg-
ulatory order to authorize 
the deployment of the army 

to control the law and order 
situation in the capital.

Of icial sources said 
Prime Minister Shahid Kh-
aqan Abbasi and Chief of 
Army Staff General Qamar 
Javed Bajwa are expected to 
hold a meeting to discuss the 
situation after the govern-

ment sought deployment of 
the army in the capital.

However, the army said it 
needed clari ication on some 
points before moving in to 
control the situation. Gener-
al Bajwa was on a visit to the 
United Arab Emirates and 
cut short his trip to reach the 
country last night.

Earlier, he spoke to Abbasi 
over telephone and suggested 
to handle the protests peace-
fully “avoiding violence from 
both sides as it is not in na-
tional interest and cohesion.” 

Meanwhile, all news chan-
nels have been off-air and ac-
cess to popular social media 
blocked since yesterday.

Pakistan Broadcasters As-
sociation (PBA) representing 
electronic media condemned 
the action against media.

The protesters have been 
laying siege to the capital for 
about three weeks demand-
ing removal of Law Minis-

ter Zahid Hamid for chang-
es in a law related to the 
Khatm-i-Nabuwwat ( inality 
of prohpethood) oath in the 
Elections Act 2017.

They alleged the action 
undermined Islamic beliefs 
and linked it to blasphemy. 
The government has already 
amended the law and re-
stored the original oath but 
the hardline clerics refused 
to call of the protests until 
the minister is sacked.

The unrest also spread 
to several cities where pro-
testers have blocked major 
roads, resulting in clashes 
with police.

Dozens of people were in-
jured in Karachi and at other 
places.

Minister of Interior Ah-
san Iqbal chaired a high-level 
security meeting on Friday 
night but failed to reach at any 
decision about further oper-
ation as senior of icials of Is-

lamabad administration and 
police warned to loss of hu-
man lives, according to sourc-
es in the interior ministry.

The protesters embold-
ened by failure of govern-
ment upped the ante and 
demanded resignation of the 
government, according to re-
port on Geo TV website.

There are reports that 
ruling Pakistan Muslims 
Leauge- Nawaz was discuss-
ing the option of removing 
law minister to pacify the pro-
tests. But it may be too late 
now. The minister is already 
under immense pressure af-
ter an attack yesterday at his 
residence in Pasroor area of 
Sialkot district in Punjab.

Opposition Tehreek-e-In-
saf have also increased pres-
sure on government and its 
secretary general Jehangir 
Tareen demanded resigna-
tion of interior minister for 
mishandling the operation.

6 dead, 200 injured in clashes between Pak police, protesters

Around 2,000 passengers, mostly from Australia, were stranded at Bali airport after a volcano on the Indonesian island erupted. 
At least 28 departing or arriving lights were delayed or cancelled as Mount Ugung sent plumes of ash and steam as high as 

13,000ft (4,000 metres) into the sky. The ash covered roads, cars and buildings, while there were also reports of magma from the 
eruption. This is the third day in a week that Mount Agung has shown signs of activity. The country’s volcanology centre has issued 
a red alert, warning airlines it was likely there would be a signi icant amount of ash emitted into the atmosphere. The volcano 
awoke for the irst time in half a decade last September, forcing 140,000 people to evacuate their homes. Its activity decreased in 
October, and people were told to return to their homes as the alert level decreased. Last Tuesday it showed signs of activity again, 
and the country’s authorities urged people living within ive miles of the mountain to evacuate.

B , N  26 (PTI): A pow-
erful blast in the port city of 
Ningbo in China’s east Zhejiang 
province today killed two per-
sons and injured over 30 others 
as the country’s worst indus-
trial explosion in three years 
destroyed nearby buildings and 
vehicles, of icials said.

The area resembled a war 
zone as a video footage posted 
on social media showed enor-
mous amount of devastation 
with loors of several buildings 
blown off due to the explosion.

Ningbo is one of the major 
international cargo and contain-
er shipping ports in the country. 
Scores of vehicles parked in the 
area were damaged.

Rescuers were seen trying to 
pull people out of the rubble from 
lats whose roofs were blown off. 

Videos and pictures on a govern-
ment-run news portal showed 
plumes of white smoke above the 
city, Hong Kong-based South Chi-
na Morning Post reported.

The accident took place at 
8:50 AM (local time) in Jiangbei 
district, state-run Xinhua news 
agency reported. Several build-
ings saw their roofs collapse 
and windows shatter due to the 
blast whose cause was not im-
mediately known.

Many residential communi-
ties were affected by the blast 
which shattered windows of 
buildings up to a kilometre from 

the blast site. The cause of the 
explosion was unknown.

Of icials said that two per-
sons were killed and more than 
30 others taken to hospitals.

Fang, the owner of a restau-
rant at West Lijia road, said his 
that food joint, located a km 
from the explosion site, was 
damaged. He said the blast took 
place inside a roadside house 
that was used for commercial 
purposes and was due to be de-
molished soon.

A restaurant owner near the 
explosion site, surnamed Dong, 
told the Post that his shop was 
about 500 metres away from the 
explosion site and all windows 
facing the scene of the blast had 

been damaged. A staff at a hotel 
at about a kilometre away from 
the explosion site said that “doz-
ens of windows” were shattered 
in the explosion.

China has suffered major in-
dustrial explosions in the course 
of its massive economic growth.

Two blasts in the port city of 
Tianjin in 2015 killed 173 peo-
ple including ire ighters and in-
jured hundreds.

A majority of those killed 
were ire ighting crews who 
went to douse the lames. The 
blasts also damaged 304 build-
ings, 12,428 cars, and 7,533 
containers, incurring economic 
losses amounting to 6.87 billion 
yuan (USD 1.01 billion).

Massive blast in Chinese port city kills 2, injures 30

W , N  26 
(PTI): The US has de-
manded the immediate 
re-arrest and prosecu-
tion of Mumbai terror 
attack mastermind Ha iz 
Saaed, warning Islam-
abad that there would be 
“repercussions” for bilat-
eral ties if it fails to take 
“decisive action” against 
the notorious terrorist.

The banned Jamaat-
ud-Dawah (JuD) head, 
who carries a USD 10 
million American boun-
ty on his head for terror 
activities, walked free 
on Friday after the Paki-
stan government decid-
ed against detaining him 
further in any other case. 

In a strongly worded 
statement, White House 
Press Secretary Sarah 
Sanders yesterday said 
the US strongly condemns 
the release of the Lash-
kar-e-Taiba leader from 
house arrest and calls for 
his immediate re-arrest 

and prosecution.
“If Pakistan does not 

take action to lawfully de-
tain Saeed and charge him 
for his crimes, its inaction 
will have repercussions 
for bilateral relations and 
for Pakistan’s global rep-
utation,” Sanders said, 
re lecting the Trump ad-
ministration’s outrage at 
Saeed’s release.

She said Saeed’s re-
lease, after Pakistan’s fail-
ure to prosecute or charge 
him, sends a “deeply trou-
bling message” about Pa-
kistan’s commitment to 
combating international 
terrorism and “belies Pa-
kistani claims” that it will 
not provide sanctuary for 
terrorists on its soil.She 
said the Pakistani govern-
ment now “has an oppor-
tunity to demonstrate its 
seriousness in confront-
ing all forms of terrorism, 
without distinction, by ar-
resting and charging Ha iz 
Saeed for his crimes.”

US warns Pak of
‘repercussions’ if it fails 

to act against Saeed 

‘Gujarat 
Model’ or 
‘Gujarat 
Muddle’? 
Economist 
punches holes
N  D , 26 N  
(PTI): Development 
economist and activist 
John Dreze today said 
there was “no evidence” 
that the so-called “Guja-
rat Model” was a model 
in any sense, pointing out 
to the state’s backward-
ness in social indicators.

“If you look at almost 
any ranking of develop-
ment indicators, whether 
it is social indicators, hu-
man development index, 
child development index, 
multi-dimensional poverty 
index and all the standard 
poverty indexes of the 
planning commission...Gu-
jarat almost always comes 
around the middle,” said 
the noted economist at 
Times LitFest here.

It was the case much 
before Narendra Modi 
became chief minister 
and it remained the case 
after that, said Dreze, 
who helped draft the irst 
version of NREGA (now 
called the Mahatma Gand-
hi National Rural Employ-
ment Guarantee Act)

Dreze, who once wrote 
an article titled “Gujarat 
Muddle”, recalls that the 
term, “Gujarat model”, was 
coined around the time of 
the last Lok Sabha elec-
tions (2014).

He describes the 
model as a counter-
example, because of the 
disappointing social 
indicators inspite of the 
high growth in terms 
of standard economic 
indicators.
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SING IT SHAWN: Pop sensation Shawn Mendes performs 
for fans at a sold out show in Auckland, New Zealand.
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EtCETERA

A R C T I C   C I R C L E  - HALLATT

B A B Y   B L U E S  - KIRKMAN & SCOTT

L O C K H O R N S  - HOEST & REINER

ARIES: You’re probably doing 
better fi nancially than you have for 
a long time, but you still might not 
have reached some of the monetary 
goals you’d set. This could be on 
your mind today. If you aren’t care-
ful, you could work yourself into a 
frenzy. It might be more productive 
to calmly fi nd a way to progress 
more quickly. You can do it.  
TAURUS: Your parents or another 
couple close to you may be quar-
reling, and you might be expected 
to take sides. Don’t do it! It’s better 
to stand aside and let them work it 
out for themselves while reminding 
them that you care for them both. 
The best you can do under these 
circumstances is try to help mediate 

a compromise, but fi nding a win/
win situation could be hard.  
GEMINI: Someone you know 
well could be saying one thing to 
you while your intuition tells you 
another. Your friend is probably 
troubled by something embarrass-
ing. Don’t press for information. It 
will come out in good time. If you 
want to help, distract your friend by 
taking him or her out to dinner or a 
movie. This should take your minds 
off  the trouble for a while.  
CANCER: A female friend may 
seem to be upset with you and 
might not admit it. If you ask 
what’s wrong, she’ll probably say, 
“Nothing.” Use your intuition to 
deduce what’s bothering her and 

then try to make it up to her in some 
way. You might want to reevaluate 
your friendship. She may be too 
uncommunicative. The term “ac-
quaintance” might suit her better 
than “friend.”  
LEO: Emotions might run high 
with today’s astral energies. Your 
friends may be snapping at each 
other and even getting into quar-
rels. Stay out of it! It’s best to con-
centrate on getting the problem tak-
en care of and take away the reason 
for the tension rather than try to 
control it. Hang in there.  
VIRGO: Some people with whom 
you spend a lot of time could get 
into a debate over spiritual or meta-
physical concepts. This could make 

you and everyone else very uncom-
fortable. This isn’t the time to try 
to mediate. Both parties involved 
are too attached to their points of 
view. It’s best just to nip it in the 
bud and ask them not to discuss it 
now. Change the subject!  
LIBRA: Disagreements and hot 
tempers could hinder the comple-
tion of an important project. There 
may be a detail to the plan that 
some people just can’t agree on. It’s 
best to attempt to rework it rather 
than try to bring everyone around 
to the current point of view. Every-
one is too tense to listen to reason. 
Instead, hear what they have to say 
and act accordingly. Remain objec-
tive!  

SCORPIO: You might have gotten 
home later last night than is good 
for you, and you may feel a little 
tired and dragged out. Take your 
vitamins and don’t use coff ee as 
a stimulant. Take a brisk walk to 
clear your head and get the endor-
phins going. It will lift your spirits. 
This will enable you to function as 
sharply as you normally do. Watch 
out that those late nights don’t be-
come a habit!  
SAGITTARIUS: Your emotions 
may cloud your intuition today. You 
might not pick up on the thoughts 
and feelings of others the way you 
normally do, and you could feel at 
a disadvantage. This is only a tem-
porary condition. Today you’ll just 

have to rely on logic. This could be 
helpful in the end. Intuition is at 
its most useful when it’s combined 
with intellect.  
CAPRICORN: Today you might 
feel especially passionate and 
desirous of some time alone with 
your signifi cant other. However, 
your partner may be detained by 
other responsibilities or might 
not be in the mood. This could 
be frustrating, but don’t get 
angry. You aren’t being rejected, 
although it might seem that way. 
Make a date for tomorrow. Better 
late than never!  
AQUARIUS: Your signifi cant oth-
er may be expected at your house 
tonight but not show up, and may 

not even communicate with you. 
This might cause you to be un-
derstandably worried. Don’t make 
yourself crazy. All signs are that 
your partner is OK. Traffi  c is the 
likeliest culprit keeping the two of 
you apart. Your friend may show up 
a lot later than expected.  
PISCES:  Someone you need to 
contact for information may be 
temporarily unavailable. You might 
have to try to fi nd whatever you 
need somewhere else. This could 
be diffi  cult. You could go in circles 
as you’re referred to someone who 
refers you back to the person you 
can’t reach. You might have to put 
off  this problem and work on some-
thing else.
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27TH NOVEMBER
1953: The two-week 
debate regarding the 
unification of Europe 
was expected to end. An 
assembly was planning 
on voting on issues such 
as the re-arming of West 
Germany. It was possible 
also at this time that it 
would be agreed upon that 
President Eisenhower and 
Prime Minister Churchill 
would be attending the 
December 4th conference. 
The newly-elected Premier 
Joseph Laniel expected to 
be there as well. 
1964: At least 28 more 
bodies were found inside a 
church. Among the bodies 
found, it was reported that 
some of the lives lost were 
those of priests and nuns. 
(Possibly even most of the 
bodies found were clergy 
members or helpers.) 
1975: Guinness Book of 
Records co-founder and 
editor Ross McWhirter 
is shot dead outside his 
North London home. Police 
believe it may have been an 
IRA hit as Mr. McWhirter 

had offered a reward of 
£50,000 for information 
leading to the arrest of IRA 
bombers. 
1990: John Major is chosen 
by the Conservative party to 
succeed Margaret Thatcher 
as Prime Minister. 
2009: The UN nuclear 
watchdog has voted to 
rebuke Iran for building a 
uranium enrichment plant 
in secret. Tehran is rejecting 
the move as “intimidation,” 
and said that this will 
poison its negotiations 
with the world powers. The 
resolution is the first by 
the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) 
against Iran in almost 
four years, and a sign of 
spreading alarm over 
Tehran’s plans to build 
nuclear bombs. It passed 
by a 25-3 margin with six 
abstentions, and received 
a rare backing from Russia 
and China, who have been 
blocking global attempts to 
isolate Iran. 

2011: Mexico City claimed 
to have broken the world 
record of having the largest 
“zombie walk” in the world 
after almost 10,000 people 
dressed as zombies paraded 
through the city.

Most of what we’ve gotten in In-
stagram for November are the 

expansion of current features, or fea-
tures that we’ve seen on other plat-
forms like Facebook. Still, they’re all 
going to bene it marketers, business-
es, and in luencers when it comes to 
better connecting with the audience 
they most want to reach.

Speci ically, we’ve got new fea-
tures for Instagram Stories, the new 
sponsored post format is rolling out 
to more in luencers, and we can now 
host split-screen videos on Instagram 
Live.

Stories have new & expanded 

features
This month, it was announced 

that Instagram Stories has of icially 
reached more than 500 
million daily 
active users. 
Stories is a huge 
part of Insta-
gram usage, and 
it’s de initely not 
going anywhere. 
Instagram is well 
aware of this, and 
they’ve recently added or 
are testing a whole slew of new Stories 
features. These new features include: 

• Ability to add older content to Sto-
ries, instead of just the videos 

or images 
from the past 
24 hours. 
• The Super-
zoom tool, 
which is a 
B o o m e r -
ang-esque 
new fea-

ture that lets users 
automatically zoom in dramatically 

on a set image. 
• Stories are now available on the 
desktop version of Instagram. 

• The stop-motion camera feature 
which allows you to take a series of 
photos (but not edit them), and then 
assemble them into a video. 
• Split-Screen on Instagram Live. You 
can now invite viewers to be part of 
your video by clicking on the overlap-
ping smiley faces in the bottom right 
corner of your live interface after 
you’ve started your broadcast. When 
you click this option, it will pull up 
a list of viewers currently watching 
and you can invite any of them to join 
you. When you do, you’ll have a split-
screen broadcast so they can appear, 
too. 

APP-DATE

TOP INSTAGRAM UPDATES YOU NEED TO KNOW

The rapper was perform-
ing in Cleveland, Ohio, as 

part of his 4:44 tour when 
the young girl caught his at-
tention.

He told her: “You can be 
anything you want to be in 
the world, okay?

“And I’ll tell you some-
thing, in this very moment, 
America is way more sexist 
than they are racist.

“And you, young lady, you 
got the potential to be the 
next President of the United 
States, you believe that.

“You understand? Okay.”
The nine-year-old 

bounced up and down ec-
statically in the front row as 

Jay Z asked her to help him 
countdown to re-start his 
performance.

Jay Z, born Shawn Corey 
Carter, has been married 
to pop superstar Beyonce 
Knowles-Carter since 2008. 
The couple have a daughter, 
Blue Ivy Carter, 5, and twins 
Rumi and Sir Carter born in 
June, 2017.

Jay Z and Beyonce were 
supporters of former presi-
dent Barack Obama and Jay 
Z has since described current 
President Donald Trump as 
“a joke”.

Jay Z has encouraged 
a young fan to become 

president of the US

The biopic on well-known wrestler/
actor Khali has been making the 

rounds of late. It irst went to Akshay 
Kumar, who refused it outright. Then 
the movie went to Sushant Singh Rajput. 
The makers felt that Sushant would be 
able to do justice to the project. But it 
seems even Sushant isn’t too keen to do 
the movie. He hasn’t shown any interest 
in the subject.

According to reports Sushant isn’t 
keen on doing the ilm, and he has 
shown virtually no interest in the proj-
ect. In addition, his dates are blocked till 
next year.

There were already some reserva-
tions about Sushant playing Khali. While 
Sushant could play Dhoni convincingly 
in his biopic, Khali required a different 

body type. 
Meanwhile Sushant is busy with 

Kedarnath, starring Sara Ali Khan, 
which is expected to hit the screens in 

December 2018.  Not just this, he has 
Drive as well, with Jacqueline Fernandez. 
He will also star in Sone Chidaiya with 
Bhumi Pednekar.

SUSHANT SINGH RAJPUT SAYS NO TO KHALI BIOPIC


