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SUMMIT REPORT
G , 10 M :

Singtam-born, 32-year-
old Roshan Prasad, 

won the silver medal at 
the Emirates Philatel-
ic Association’s Dubai 
Stamp Exhibition ‘EPAEX 
2018’ held from 06 to 10 
Mar in Dubai, a press re-
lease informs. 

Roshan won the sil-
ver in thematic category 
of Philately. 

The stamp exhibition 
was held to celebrate the 
“Year of Zayed” and to 
promote every aspect of 
philately in the region. 

Participants from 
Bahrain, United Arab 
Emirates, Kuwait, Leba-
non, Oman, Saudi Arabia 
and New Zealand took 
part in the exhibition.  

The title of Roshan’s 
collection was “The 
Story of Cricket” and 
comprised of most of 
the postal stamps, irst 
days covers, special cov-
ers, booklets, miniature 
sheets, post cards, tele-
grams and commercial 
envelopes on Cricket 
issued worldwide since 
1962 (when the irst 
postal stamp was issued 
on 18 Jan, 1962).  

Roshan completed 
his schooling from Sir 
Tashi Namgyal Senior 
Secondary School, Gang-

tok in 2005 and gradu-
ated from University of 
Calcutta, West Bengal. 

“I have been collecting 
stamps and other phila-
telic materials related to 
cricket since 2005 and 
this is my way to show the 
love to the ‘Gentleman’s 
Game’. I have collected 
almost all the stamps and 
few rare items related to 
cricket in my collection 
issued worldwide since 
1903. I also collect the 
autograph of cricket play-
ers who are inducted in 
the Hall of Fame for their 
contribution to the game,” 
Roshan has said.

Roshan’s collection 
has been appreciated 
by different cricket and 
sports boards and clubs 
in India and abroad. He 
had also designed a spe-
cial cover for the National 
Club of India (Mohun Ba-
gan AC) in 2010 to com-
memorate the centenary 
celebration of the 01st 
victory of Indian football 
team (commonly known 
as “The Immortal XI”, 
who played bare footed) 
against British-East York-
shire Regiment (IFA Shield 
1911) which was issued 
by Department of Post 
India and was released 
during Mohun Bagan Day 
2010 by the then Gover-
nor of West Bengal.

TNSSS alum Roshan 
Prasad scores silver 
at stamp exhibition 

in Dubai

In conversation with children’s 
author Dr MARK MACLEOD
Dr Mark Macleod, an award-winning 
publisher, professor, writer and media 
presenter, spoke to SummitTimes recently 
on writing for children, queer literature 
and many other facets of children’s litera-
ture. He will be giving talks on 11 and 14 
March from 5:30 p.m. onwards at Rachna 
Books, Development Area, Gangtok. Here 
are some excerpts from the interview:

First of all, what got you into children’s 
literature? 
When I was an M.A student doing my Mas-
ter’s in Australian poetry, I was walking up 
a little shopping centre one day and there 
was a small wooden house. On the verandah 
there were two children reading books and 
playing games. I wondered what that was 
and it turned out to be Aus-
tralia’s irst children’s book 
shop. There were three ladies 
managing the bookshop. It was 
the kind of bookshop that ev-
erybody loves where the books 
are falling out of the shelves 
on top of you and you couldn’t 
possibly ind anything by yourself, you have 
to ask for help. So I asked for picture books 
and they gave me one after another. I’d nev-

er seen anything like it because when I was 
growing up children’s book had just a few 
black and white line drawings. Here they 
were in blazing colours and absolutely beau-
tiful. So I bought my irst picture book and 
then I kept going back.

The University where I was teaching, one of 
the lecturers said that we are starting a course 
in children’s literature, could you do a few lec-
tures on picture books. I said I don’t know any-
thing about picture books and he said that’s not 
what I’ve heard. So I said well I have got a lot 
of picture books and he said that’ll do. You just 
need to have the books, that’s all. So I found that 
it was just a fantastic new ield.

How would you de ine children’s litera-
ture?
That’s a tough question. Children’s literature 
is one written for children and not about 

them. There’s a big difference. 
Since about 1983 there was a 
big change in the narration in 
children’s books. From about 
the early 80s the narrators are 
the young people themselves. 
Either it is irst person narra-
tion by the young person or 

from the young person’s point of view. So 
our society really changed some of its pow-
er structure there. The traditional idea of 

adults being the storyteller, who has got all 
the answers isn’t what children read since 
the 1980s. 

Since the 80s you’ve got books that re lect 
the way children talk and think but there are 
limitations that come with that but those lim-
itations actually become part of the story. 

You’ve tested your stories on your children 
and grandchildren, what changes, if any, 
have you seen in the writing and tastes?
I think in the market there’s been this dumb-
ing down of children’s books. When I irst 
went to New York I looked at the top ten 
bestsellers in the children’s list. I thanked 
God that Australia hasn’t gone down that 
road because this was basically mass pro-
duction literature. Not very interesting or 
individual illustrations, pretty much bad 
copies of Disney animations, pretty trashy 
stories. The big publishers have gone for 
easy publication. I think that’s sad. The good 
news is that it has created a space for indi-
vidual and unique publishers to take risks. 
We live in a risk averse society and the big 
publishers are evidence of that. Kids will 
laugh if I say poo or fart so let’s publish a 
book about that.

…First time I walked into the Crossword 
bookshop in Mumbai I asked them if they 

“Books are like slow food... there’s real value in taking time”

turn to pg06

Announcements 
and directives 
passed in 
Legislative 
Assembly
1. Government has start-
ed Chief Minister’s Start-
up Scheme. He urged the 
Members of the House to 
motivate the youth into 
availing the opportunities 
arising from this ambi-
tious scheme
2. Kisan Pension Scheme 
has been started for the 
bene it of farmers
3. Old Age Home for East 
District will be construct-
ed near One-Stop Crisis 
Centre at Lumsey Tadong. 
Work for Old Age Home in 
other three districts to be 
expedited
4.     By 30th June, 2018, 
all the major works al-
lotted under the Budget 
2018-19 under various 
Government Departments 
should be implemented. If 
not, funds will be cut from 
these Departments and 
allotted to other progres-
sive and performing De-
partments
5.     Minimum Price Sup-
port will be provided to 
farmers
8.     Referring to a report 
that farming cannot be car-
ried out underneath high 
power electricity lines, the 
Chief Minister directed the 
concerned Secretaries to 
carry out a thorough en-
quiry and submit the re-
port at the earliest
9.     In order to limit the 
use of Palzor Stadium 
only for sporting activi-
ties, a suitable land to be 
identi ied in the vicinity of 
Gangtok to accommodate 
at least one lakh people 
for any public function
12. Lower Court will be 
started in Rangpo and 
Jorethang
14. All Government Sign 
Boards will henceforth be 
written in all the local lan-
guages of Sikkim, along 
with English and Nepali
15. Salaries of Ad-hoc 
employees, panchayats, 
counselors and Nagar 
panchayats to be revised
16. Ex-Gratia to taxi driv-

turn to pg07

G , 10 M  (IPR): 
The General Budget for 
the State of Sikkim for the 
inancial year 2018-19 

was passed by the House 
today, the concluding day 
of the ive-day Budget Ses-
sion 2018 of the Seventh 
Session of Ninth Assembly 
of the Sikkim Legislative 
Assembly. The General 
Budget to the tune of Rs. 
7051.09 crore was tabled 
in the House by the Chief 
Minister, also the Minis-
ter-In-Charge for Finance 
Revenue & Expenditure 
Department Government 
of Sikkim, on 06 Mar.

Chief Minister, also 
the Minister-In-Charge 
for Finance Revenue & 
Expenditure Department, 
introduced the Sikkim Ap-
propriation Bill, Bill No 3 
of 2018 for Annual Gener-
al Budget 2018-19. It was 

voted and passed.
During the Financial 

Business, Agriculture, 
Animal Husbandry and 
Water Resources Min-
ister, Somnath Poudyal 
presented the Demands 
of the Departments under 
his charge which was fol-
lowed by discussion and 
voting. The Demands for 
Grants placed by Minister, 
Mr Poudyal was passed by 
the House.

Similarly, the Minis-
ter-in-Charge, Water Se-
curity and Social Justice, 
Tulshi Devi Rai presented 
the Demands for Grants 
under her charge. Reply-
ing to the questions put 
forth by the Members of 
the House, Timothy W. 
Basnett and RN Chamling, 
the Minister informed the 
House about the One Stop 

Assembly passes 
Rs. 7051.09 cr state 
budget for 2018-19

turn to pg07

G , 10 M  (IPR): Chief Min-
ister, also the Leader of the House, in 
his valedictory remarks stated that this 
year’s budget is youth-centric, farm-
er-centric and directed towards the 
welfare of the people living in the rural 
areas, the poor and the marginalized. 

He added that the budget is govern-
ment employee-centric, and focused 
towards the overall development of the 
general population in the form of nu-
merous welfare schemes.  He stressed 
that this year’s budget has been de-
signed to achieve sustainable develop-
ment wherein long term developmen-
tal projects have been envisaged for the 
bene it of coming generations.

The Chief Minister, in his address, 
indicated the progressive increase in 
the Budget over the last 23 years and 
the consistent effort in making the 
economy of the State self-reliant. He 
mentioned that the Government under 
his leadership has repaid loans to the 
tune of over Rs 4000 crore and record-
ed a 270% increase in the State’s own 
revenue. He stated that the State has 
seen a substantial increase in the sal-

aries, pension and allowances of gov-
ernment employees over the years. He 
reported that the daily wages of tempo-
rary workers alone works out to about 
Rs 117 crore.

The Leader of the House highlighted 
the key focus areas of this year’s Bud-
get. He informed the House that a bulk 
of the Budget is set aside for the sec-
ond phase of up-gradation of existing 
roads throughout the State. Emphasiz-
ing that the highest priority will be laid 
on roads, the Chief Minister added that 
qualitative roads will ensure socio-eco-
nomic development and access to op-
portunities. He stated that in the last 23 
years, the state government has creat-
ed roads extending to 5,200 km across 
the length and breadth of Sikkim. He 
further shared the vision of the govern-
ment to make the roads of Sikkim the 
best roads of Hill States.

Speaking on the sustainable practic-
es under the aegis of the government, 
the Chief Minister stressed that the en-
vironment-friendly initiatives and or-
ganic agriculture are not mere actions 
but are notable examples set by the 

Bulk of Budget 2018-19 set aside 
for upgrading roads: CM

P , 10 M  [IPR]: Spice-
jet Q400 Bombardier made his-
toric landing at Pakyong airport 
today.  The 78-seater aircraft 
landed at Pakyong airport at 
11:55 a.m.

Team from Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation, Airports 
Authorities of India Board and 
Spicejet Operation came in the 
aircraft for their irst trial land-
ing at Pakyong. 

Chief Minister Pawan Cham-
ling expressed his happiness on the 
momentous occasion and congrat-
ulated the people of Sikkim. During 
the budget session, the Chief Minis-
ter also apprised the House of the 
successful landing of the 72-seater 
Spice Jet Airline today at Pakyong 
Airport. This he said is the begin-
ning of Aviation in Sikkim.

Chief Secretary, AK Shrivas-
tava while congratulating the 
people said that it is a great day 
for Sikkim and its people.

“After multiple discussions 
with the Planning Commission 
and Ministry Of Development 
Of North Eastern Region and re-
gardless of the apprehensions, 
we have been successful in wit-

nessing such a historic moment 
for the state,” he said. 

He also said that though 
the Bhoomi Pujan was done in 
2007, construction was halted 
due to various issues. 

“By 2014 the airport had 
started taking shape and by 
2015 work resumed with steady 
plan for completion,” he said.

He thanked the AAI, DON-
ER, Planning Commission, and 

DGCA for making the project 
successful and for making the 
dreams of Sikkimese people of 
having an airport in the State 
come true. 

Integrated structures com-
prising of ATC tower-cum- ire 
station, two sophisticated CFT, 
terminal buildings for passengers, 
high intensity runway lights, car 
parking for more than 50 cars are 
some of the features of the airport. 

Commissioner-cum-Secretary 
Tourism Department, Puneet Kan-
sal said that it is a very signi icant 
day for the State and a huge leap in 
the tourism sector. 

The Secretary also said that 
it is a big day as DGCA clearance 
is very crucial for obtaining li-
cense of the airport. 

“The natural beauty of the 
State along with modern ameni-
ties like an airport will boost tour-
ism along with all round develop-
ment in the State,” he said.

Spicejet aircraft makes historic 
landing at Pakyong Airport
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Bharatiya Janta Party 
Sikkim Pradesh has 

refuted the news report 
published in a local daily, 
and a day earlier in a na-
tional Hindi daily, which 
claimed that Chief Minis-
ter Pawan Chamling had 
supposedly sent a pro-
posal to the BJP seeking a 
pre-poll electoral alliance 
and that the BJP national 
general secretary, Ram 
Madhav, had instead pro-
posed SDF’s merger into 
the BJP. 

A press release from 
BJP state president, DB 
Chauhan stated yester-
day that the report was 

totally fabricated and 
baseless. Even the of ice 
of Ram Madhav has not 
con irmed the report 
when contacted by the 
state-unit of the party, 
the release mentions.

BJP Sikkim has said 
that the news report 
does not mention an of i-
cial source so it could be 
an attempt to misinform 
the public and damage 
the increasing popularity 
of BJP in the State.

The BJP central com-
mittee would not take 
any such action without 
taking suggestions from 
the state-unit, the release 
states.

News about BJP-SDF merger 
talks fabricated: BJP Sikkim

G , 09 M  [PIB]: 
ICAR Krishi Vigyan Kendra, 
East Sikkim, Ranipool orga-
nized Scienti ic Advisory Com-
mittee [SAC] Meeting 2017-18 
today at the Conference Hall 
of ICAR-NOFRI in Tadong. The 
meeting was chaired by Joint 
Director, ICAR-NOFRI, Tadong. 
More than 21 statutory SAC 
members from different gov-
ernment departments attend-
ed the meeting.

Joint Director, ICAR-NOF-
RI, Dr RK Avasthe, welcomed 
all the members of SAC from 
different line departments. 
In his welcome address, he 
stressed on reducing the gap 
between the research organi-
zation developing new tech-
nology and its implemen-
tation in the farmers’ ield. 

He urged the scienti ic com-
munity to disseminate the 
successful climate resilient 
technology at farmers’ ield 
and adoption of early matur-
ing variety of rice so that zero 
tillage technology of vegeta-
ble pea in rice-fallow can be 
adopted fruitfully.

“Organic seed production 
should be encouraged which 
will empower the farming 
community since there is 
huge demand of organic seeds 
in the State. Soil health needs 
to be strengthened that will 
affect the chemical and phys-
ical properties of the soil and 

its overall health. Therefore, 
proper information needs to 
be added in the soil health 
card such as level of micro-
nutrients in the soil and ap-
propriate recommendations 
should be detailed,” he added.

Emphasizing on the im-
portance of the livestock 
sector for livelihood security 
of farmers as well as sustain-
able organic agriculture in 
Sikkim, he also suggested im-
proving livestock sector that 
plays an important role in 
strengthening the overall ru-
ral economy of Sikkim. Fur-
ther, he applauded the role 
of ICAR KVK-East Sikkim for 
outstanding contributions 
within limited resources, 
better cooperation and col-
laborative programs for the 

betterment of the farming 
community of Sikkim.

Member Secretary, SAC 
& Senior Scientist and Head 
[In charge], KVK, East, Dr 
Raghavendra Singh, present-
ed the Action Taken Report 
of the previous SAC meeting 
held in 2016. The Progress 
Report of 2017-18 and Ac-
tion Plan for 2018-19 were 
presented individually by re-
spected Subject Matter Spe-
cialists of KVK, East.

Director [Agriculture], 
Food Security & Agriculture 
Development Department, 
Sherab L Dorjee, suggested 
for more quality seed pro-
duction programme in par-
ticipatory mode. She also ex-
plained about their funding 
pattern for implementation 

of different agricultural activ-
ities in farmers’ ield and de-
tailed on the bene its of Kisan 
Credit Card.

Additional Director [An-
imal Husbandry, Livestock 
Fisheries & Veterinary Sci-
ences Department], Dr DS Ti-
wari, assured for more num-
ber of collaborative activities 
particularly in animal and 
livestock production with the 
KVK, East.

Professor, CAEPHT Ra-
nipool, Dr NS Chauhan, sug-
gested collaborating the im-
plementation of improved 
agriculture machinery by 
reducing drudgery and en-
hance income.

All the members gave 
constructive suggestions for 
the development and liveli-

hood security of the farming 
community in the State. Pro-
gressive farmer members 
from different villages of East 
Sikkim appreciated the ef-
forts of ICAR and KVK, East 
Sikkim for their enduring 
efforts towards the farming 
community of the state.

Joint Director, Dr Avasthe, 
appreciated the work done 
by the KVK, East and called 
for more close linkages with 
the line departments to reach 
the farmers doorstep.

In his closing remarks, 
he strongly advocated devel-
opment of community tanks 
and water harvesting struc-
ture for life saving irrigation 
during winter to meet the re-
quirement of vegetable pro-
duction in the State.

Scienti ic Advisory Committee Meeting organized at ICAR-KVK

MGNREGA Social Audit 
concludes in West

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 09 M :

MGNREGA Social Audit under Rural Management 
& Development Department, Government of Sik-

kim, in Gram Panchayat of West district has conclud-
ed successfully at the Community Hall in Soreng, West 
Sikkim, a press release informs.

It may be mentioned here, there are 55 GPUs un-
der 09 Block Administrative Centers in West Sikkim. 
During the Social Audit of MGNREGA schemes, the 
main focus is on Administrative Issue, Direct Recov-
ery Issue and Conditional Recovery Issue of the GPUs. 
Social Audit has been done in inancial years of 01 
Apr, 2016 to 03 Mar, 2018 but has been conducted in 
the year 2017-2018 in West Sikkim.

Total sanctioned amount from District Programme 
Coordinator is Rs 42.53 crore and total expenditure 
auditing amount is Rs 36.15 crore, it was informed.

G , 10 M  
(IPR): In a bid to tackle 
the countrywide public 
health threat of intes-
tinal worm infections 
in children and related 
morbidity, Sikkim con-
ducted the National De-
worming Day on Satur-
day, as mandated by the 
Union Ministry of Health 
and Family Welfare.

Minister for Health 
Care, Human Services 
and Family Welfare De-
partment, Arjun Ku-
mar Ghatani of icially 
launched the campaign 
in a function organized 
by the Health Depart-
ment at Anganwadi Cen-
tre in Baluwakhani today. 

The programme was 
also attended by Com-

missioner-cum-Secre-
tary [Health], Vishal 

Chauhan, Principal Di-
rectors, Medical Super-

intendent [STNM Hos-
pital], of icials, Mission 
Director-National Health 
Mission, Vice Chancellor 
Sikkim Manipal Universi-
ty, Lieutenant General Dr 
MD Venkatesh along with 
children and parents 
from the area.

Mr Ghatani in his 
brief address instruct-
ed the of icials to cover 
cent percent targeted 
population of children 
and adolescents in the 
deworming campaign 
and appealed all parents 
to take their children to 
the nearby schools and 
aganwadi centres to get 
maximum bene it from 
the scheme. 

Further, he said that 
the State Government 
has provided nutritious 
and healthy food with 
required medical facil-
ities as envisioned by 
Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling.

“Children are the fu-
ture of the nation and 
the State Government is 
doing its best to ensure 
best medical facilities to 
them,” he said.

The minister also 
urged the parents to 
take advantage of the In-
tensified Pulse Polio Im-
munization (IPPI) drive 
on 11 Mar throughout 
the State.

Health Minister launches State-wide Deworming campaign

J , 10 M  (IPR): A 
mock drill exercise and sensiti-
sation program was organised 
by the District Disaster Man-
agement Authority (DDMA) 
in collaboration with DANS 
Energy Private Limited, Sik-
kim State Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (SSDMA), Sub 
Divsional Magistrate Of ice, 
Jorethang, Fire and Emergen-
cy Services and Police Depart-
ment at Jorethang today. 

The program was attend-
ed by all the stakeholders, 
sub-divisional line department 

of icials and members of Nay-
abazar Jorethang Municipal 
Corporation.

Held under the supervision 
of SDM Jorethang, Bimal.C Rai, 
the mock drill sought to address 
planning, co-ordination and 
monitoring disaster prevention, 
mitigation, preparedness and 
management in case of dam wa-
ter lood devastation that trig-
gers disasters of various kinds. 

The exercise was held across 
various points in Jorethang in-
cluding the hydel project bar-
rage site, Akar Bridge quarry, 

riverside area and Jorethang 
Community Health Centre. 

The entire operation was 
conducted under the guide-
lines of Incident Response 
Mechanism (IRS) which orga-
nizes coordinated response 
mechanism at all levels of ad-
ministration, reducing avoid-
able loss of life and suffering of 
the people during disasters. 

The mock drill exercise 
saw the Quick Response Team 
(QRT) undertake evacuation 
and rescue of injured from 
sensitive and vulnerable zones 

in order to help reduce chaos 
and confusion during actual 
incident. 

Real disaster like situations 
of drowning and water engulf-
ment were also established for 
which action plan and mitiga-
tion methods were carried out 
in real time.

Later, a brie ing session 
was held at the conference hall 
of Green Park where of icials 
from concerned departments 
underlined the need of such 
drills at regular intervals to 
avert and minimise casualties 

in the future. 
Feedback such as effective 

communication, availability of 
rescue equipments, training of 
security personnel, and brief-
ing of the swimmers and so on 
were brought forth in the dis-
cussion. 

The of icials also lauded 
the swift service delivery of 
all the stakeholders, partici-
pants and observers of SSDMA 
during the mock drill exercise 
which was all responsible to 
make the exercise successful 
and productive.

Mock Drill on dam water lood held at Jorethang 

Cops interact with students at Salleybong JHS
Namchi, 10 Mar [IPR]: Superintendent of Police [South] accompanied by Assistant Su-
perintendent of Police [South] and the area Sub Inspector visited Salleybong Junior 
High School and interacted with the students regarding their safety and security. A 
mission Jyoti complaint box was installed in the school premises and the children were 
asked to inform the authorities in case of any type of ill treatment.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 10 M : 

Bharatiya Janata Party’s 
Yuva Morcha members, 

under the leadership of the 
Sikkim youth wing presi-
dent, Laten Sherpa, general 
secretary Bikash Dahal and 
secretary Sonam Lepcha 
visited Sikkim Government 
B. Ed College in Soreng, a 
press release from the par-
ty informs. 

The release adds that 
the visiting team found 
that the college had 150 
students each in its 2015-
16 and 2016-17 batches 
which is in violation of 
the norms of National 

Council of Teachers Ed-
ucation (NCTE) which 
speci ies that there 
should only be 100 seats 
in each batch.

The team also found 
that many students had 
not received their mark 
sheets from the college, 
which the party has said 
was ‘disastrous’ for the 
students. The party has 
asked the State Govern-
ment to take responsibil-
ity of the issue. 

The party has asked 
the Chief Minister and the 
Human Resource Devel-
opment Minister to imme-
diately solve the issue.

BJP Youth Wing visits 
Soreng B.Ed college

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 10 M :

Sikkim Judicial Acade-
my organized a train-

ing on general provisions 
of the Civil Procedure 
Code,1908, and Criminal 

Procedure Code,1973 
(practice and procedure), 
and Service of Summons 
for peshkars and process 
serves of the Subordinate 
Courts of Sikkim today 
at Sikkim Judicial Acad-

emy, High Court premis-
es, Gangtok. District and 
Sessions Judge [North], 
Prajwal Khatiwada, was 
the resource person of 
the programme. 

SJA conducts training prog in Gangtok
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Gangtok on 

Sunday, 
11 Mar

Temp: 20°C /06°C
Forecast: Rath-
er cloudy with a 
shower or thun-
derstorm around 
in the afternoon.
Sunrise: 05:50AM
Sunset: 5:42 PM

You can
contact Summit 

TIMES @
03592-208698

Contd from pg01

REBYNA RANA
G , 10 M :

Don’t know where to start 
when it comes to sporting 

goods stores? Gangtok has a 
fair amount of options, wheth-
er you’re a itness enthusiast 
or a sportsperson. Playing a 
sport is easier, more comfort-
able and a lot more fun when 

you have the right gear.
Aakraman Sports Hub, a new 

sports gear shop in Bye-pass, 
Gangtok, is all you need to look 
the part for your current sports 
obsession or the next one.  

The shop had its grand 
opening on 07 Mar with Sik-
kim Aakraman Football Club 
Manager, Khituk Tongden 

Lepcha as its owner. 
The shop features an assort-

ment of more products, equip-
ments and other sports supplies 
in very reasonable price. 

Mr Lepcha while talking 
to SummitTimes said that the 
sports hub provides ‘afford-
able sports gear’ to players 
who are not too well inanced. 

“Opening the shop has 
been a dream come true 
moment for me. My love for 
sports [particularly football] 
made me do this. It is also a 
source of income for me now,” 
he added. 

The shop stocks gear for 
specialized activities like foot-
ball, cycling and even trek-

king. Camping and hiking nov-
ices will appreciate the help 
when trying to decide which 
sleeping bag works best for an 
impromptu weekend getaway 
out in the wild. 

Talking about the shop’s 
future, Mr Lepcha said that 
he plans to upgrade the shop 
and make it bigger in terms of 

reach and size. 
“We Sikkimese love sports, 

particularly football. Sports 
enthusiasts in the town have 
been giving phenomenal re-
sponses,” he said. 

Mr Lepcha also sells 
sports products online. The 
shop also specializes in jersey 
printing as well.

Aakraman opens 
Sports Hub 

Training on 
preparation 
of organic 
fertilizers in 
West Sikkim 
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 10 M :

MEVEDIR, Daragaon 
organized a day long 

Gram Panchayat Unit level 
farmer’s training on Soil 
Nutrient Management 
through preparation of 
‘Amrit Jal’ on 9 Mar at 
Singyang Chumbong in 
West Sikkim, a press re-
lease informs. 

Village Level Worker, 
Mission Of icer Wangc-
huk Bhutia, Agriculture 
Technology Management 
Agency [ATMA] Block 
technology Of icer, Safal 
Pandey, Project in-charge 
from Sresta, Ratan Sub-
ba, and MEVEDIR master 
trainers, Biren Tiwari, 
Kalpana Karki, Sangmoo 
Lepcha, Nir Maya Chettri, 
Ambika Basnet and. Ja-
soda Katwal were the 
resource persons for the 
programme. 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 10 M :

Sikkim Krantikari 
Morcha MLA, Sonam 

Lama, who represents 
the Sangha in the Assem-
bly, in a press release is-
sued today, has said that 
in the ifth day of the 
Seventh Session [Budget 
Session 2018-19] of the 
9th Sikkim Legislative 
Assembly he has advised 
the State Government to 
rethink the noti ication 
of Department of Per-
sonnel which extends 
the promotion period of 
police personnel under 
Sikkim Police Service 
cadre from the existing 
ive years to six years. 

He has said that the 
noti ication has crippled 
the scope of growth and 
bene its of police person-
nel under Sikkim Police 
Service cadre.  

“It is very essential 
that our officers be en-
couraged to compete 
at par with the All In-
dia Services and to fill 
the vacuum,” Mr Lama 

has said.
The MLA has further 

urged the authorities 
to look into the ‘inhu-
manly treatment being 
meted out to the ad-hoc 
teachers under Human 
Resource Development 
Department’.

The opposition MLA 
has pleaded the State 
Government to either 
regularize the ad-hoc 
teachers or ‘or at least 
provide them with better 
remuneration in compli-
ance to a Supreme Court 
order’. 

He also sought regu-

larization of services of 
the monastic teachers 
and good bene its to the 
employees particularly 
of Groups C and D in their 
pay revision. 

He has further said 
that the existing condi-
tions of the Home Guard 
personnel must be ele-
vated either by regular-
izing their services or 
providing better remu-
nerations.

The release adds 
that the MLA reiterat-
ed that both the parties 
must stand united in 
regard to matters per-
taining Sikkim and its 
common cause. 

“I reiterated our Par-
ty’s stand to go to any 
extent in ighting outside 
elements getting active 
in Sikkim as claimed by 
the Chief Minister in his 
recent address and if so; 
his government must re-
veal us of such elements 
and act accordingly while 
we collectively stand to 
support such move,” the 
Sangha MLA said.

We must stand united in 
regard to matters pertaining 

to Sikkim: Sangha MLA

New captains 
take charge at 
Holy Cross School
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 10 M :

Holy Cross School, 
Tadong, held its an-

nual investiture ceremony 
on 09 March, during which 
members of the newly 
elected school council 
took the oath of of ice 
during the school assem-
bly. Principal, Sister Lissy 
Mathew, handed over the 
badges and the respective 
lags. The elected mem-

bers promised to ful ill 
their duties with full com-
mitment, a press release 
from the school informs.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 10 M :

Three-day workshop 
on Geospatial Tech-

nology was held at Gov-
ernment College Rhenock 
from 07 to 09 Mar, a press 
release informs.

Organized by Depart-
ment of Eastern Himalayan 
Studies (EHS) and Depart-
ment of Geography, Gov-
ernment College Rhenock, 
about 435 students and 34 
college faculty members at-
tended the workshop.

The workshop was 
chaired by Principal, Rhe-
nock Government College, 
Dr Iyatta M Uprety.

Dr Uprety discussed 
about real time applica-
tions of Geospatial Tech-

nology in Smart City plan-
ning and research activi-
ties with special reference 
to Sikkim, inventory of the 
natural resources and as-
set mapping and encour-
aged the students and fac-
ulties to study on Remote 
Sensing and Geographical 
Information System (GIS).

The three-day work-
shop also highlighted the 
importance of satellite 
data and applications of 
Geospatial Technology in 
disaster and Cryosphere 
monitoring.  

The workshop was 
funded by Rashtriya Uch-
chatar Shiksha Abhiyan 
(RUSA) under Human Re-
source Development De-
partment.

Wkshp on Geospatial Technology 
held at Rhenock College

ENTRY FREE

State for the rest of the world to emulate. Sustainable 
Development is our message to the world, he added. 

The Chief Minister, in his address, stated that Sik-
kim’s progress and un linching development is better 
understood and realized when compared with other 
States of the Country. He informed that Sikkim is only 
the fourth most progressive and developing State in 
the Country after Goa, Delhi and Chandigarh, and the 
most developed State in the entire North-East.

Concluding his address, the Leader of the House 
thanked the Speaker for the smooth conduct of the 
Assembly Session. He thanked the Deputy Speaker, 
Ministers, MLAs, Chief Secretary and Director General 
of Police, Principal Secretaries and Secretaries, Secre-
tary and of icers of the Assembly Secretariat, Of icers 
of various Departments, members of the press and 
media and everybody involved for their presence and 
participation.

Speaker, Sikkim Legislative Assembly, KN Rai, 
in his valedictory address thanked the Governor of 
Sikkim, Shriniwas Patil for his address on the open-
ing day of the Session. He thanked the Leader of the 
House for his presence and participation and valuable 
guidance and suggestions throughout the Budget Ses-
sion. He thanked the Leader of the House for having 
responded to all the questions and suggestions placed 
before the House by the Members, and also for his 
valedictory address. 

The Speaker also stated that the Chief Minister 
would break the record of being the longest serving 
Chief Minister in the Country in the month of April, 
2018. He congratulated the Chief Minister for the 
unique feat.

Bulk of Budget 
2018-19 set aside for 
upgrading roads: CM

Kalimpong runners shine in 
Inspiria Youth Run Siliguri

SUMMIT REPORT
K , 10 M :

Kalimpong runners shone in the Inspiria Youth Run 
Siliguri held today in Inspiria Knowledge campus. 

In the irst edition of Youth Run Siliguri organised by 
Inspiria Knowledge Campus today, Kalimpong run-
ners grabbed four medals.

Uttam Bhujel, winner of the open edition of IDBI 
Kolkata Marathan, won the 10 kilometer run while 
Bikash Bhujel of SUMI Kalimpong came second and 
Madan Bhandari came in fourth. 

Student of Kalimpong College and resident of 
Lava, Sabina Rai won the women’s 10 km run.

Mohamad Majuridin, a Class 9 student of SUMI, 
stood irst in the inaugural 5 km race while Santosh 
Bhujel came in fourth.

Runner Uttam Bhujel dedicated his win to his 
coach Basant Pradhan of Sikkim.
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Shape the Monolith 
into an Asset

Don’t blame the bureaucracy, inspire it

In some recent public addresses, the Chief Minis-
ter has consistently called upon public servants to 

adapt faster to the demands and requirements of the 
changing times. This is not a new call from his of ice 
and he has often stressed that government of icers 
should be on the job 24x7. That he continues to make 
such appeals is a clear indication that the message 
has not gone through effectively enough. Now, with 
elections in the near horizon and a pay revision on 
the anvil, expect this sentiment to be voiced more 
often. Of course, he obviously does not mean that 
of icials should be in of ice throughout the day all 
through the week, and is only underlining the fact 
that of icers should not shirk responsibility or dodge 
behind excuses. This call is required because there is 
simply too much procrastination in how government 
of ices function, too much nonchalance in how work 
is put off and staggering insensitivity with which 
people’s affairs are handled. What this leads to is 
a scenario where of icials from departments get so 
inured by the routineness of things that they do not 
recognize obvious priorities and drag their feet even 
on urgently required interventions. Since the Chief 
Minister has also announced plans to undertake a vil-
lage-to-village tour after the Assembly elections, an 
example from such an outreach back in the year 2011 
might not be out of place to share here. Many on-the-
spot clearances and directives were issued during 
this tour which had seen a mammoth gaggle of of i-
cials accompanying the CM. What then? As late as in 
March 2013, only 23 of the 45 government depart-
ments which had received speci ic orders during the 
tour had submitted follow-up action taken reports. 

This attitude continues to remain entrenched. A 
work culture under which even on-the-spot directions 
[which would convey urgency] by the Chief Minister 
himself can be deferred, needs a vigorous shake up 
and this is clearly recognized by the CM as well. This 
comes after several attempts at working the bureau-
cratic monolith into better shape. There was the ive-
day week with longer of ice hours on working days 
idea which was abandoned as much because there 
was no guarantee that the extra hours will see ade-
quate attendance as the complaint of teachers who too 
are government servants but will have to work an ex-
tra day every week. Then there are the smart-card and 
biometric attendance gadgets which were installed at 
of ices. These obviously did not deliver because fre-
quent appeals are still made for better attendance in 
government of ices. 

What is obvious is that the public as well as the 
public representatives are not very satis ied with the 
performance of the public servants. Improper as it 
may be to paint all of icers and government employees 
with the same brush, the end-result, the performance 
of the departments on the whole makes it dif icult not 
to be prejudiced.

But all of this should not lead to fatalistic accep-
tance. It is not as if government employees don’t want 
to work at all. Given the multiplicity of agencies and 
of ices, in many cases lethargy has set in for want of 
clear job descriptions and unde ined roles. A visit to 
any government of ice will bear out the fact that the 
work-culture is slack in Sikkim not because of the per-
sonnel, but because there are too many with too lit-
tle work. There are few who abandon work midway 
and leave of ice, but there are many who have nothing 
constructive to do in all the hours they spend in their 
chambers. Here again, the tried and tested formula for 
similar problems elsewhere is VRS. It fails in Sikkim 
because even before the employees takes the option 
of VRS there are others in line to take up their jobs. 
The weight never really gets shed because there are 
too many considerations and connections which can-
not be ignored in a small state like Sikkim where most 
things work at a personal level. 

So what does one do? 
The oversized administration has been viewed 

for far too long as a burden and since no solution has 
really worked out, perhaps a change in attitude is re-
quired. What if, the same monolith is accepted as an 
asset and then segregated into compact units with 
clearly identi ied roles and responsibilities and then 
deployed on the ield to deliver the “development” 
that is the inal aim of every government. The BDO 
experiment was one such effort and has delivered 
rather well. To repeat a point here, there are very few 
government employees who don’t want to work, they 
grow lethargic because they are not given anything 
interesting and constructive to do. If more clarity is 
offered and more responsibility given, things could 
start looking up. The approach should be to chal-
lenge the public servants with complex tasks, back it 
with greater autonomy in decision-making and then 
establishing a clear relationship between effort and 
reward. This, when complemented by the frequent 
trainings that have now become mandatory should 
keep refreshing the of icials on their exact roles and 
contributions to Sikkim’s future. Few will fail to mea-
sure up if this is done. In the end, even this solution 
might not work out, but at least Sikkim would have 
tried and exhausted all options…

NICOLAS GEERAERT
theconversation.com

The academic discipline of psychology was 
developed largely in North America and Eu-
rope. Some would argue it’s been remarkably 

successful in understanding what drives human 
behaviour and mental processes, which have long 
been thought to be universal. But in recent decades 
some researchers have started questioning this ap-
proach, arguing that many psychological phenome-
na are shaped by the culture we live in.

Clearly, humans are in many ways very similar 
– we share the same physiology and have the same 
basic needs, such as nourishment, safety and sexu-
ality. So what effect can culture really have on the 
fundamental aspects of our psyche, such as percep-
tion, cognition and personality? Let’s take a look at 
the evidence so far.

Experimental psychologists typically study 
behaviour in a small group of people, with the as-
sumption that this can be generalised to the wider 
human population. If the population is considered 
to be homogeneous, then such inferences can in-
deed be made from a random sample.

However, this isn’t the case. Psychologists have 
long disproportionately relied on undergraduate 
students to carry out their studies, simply because 
they are readily available to researchers at univer-
sities. More dramatically still, more than 90% of 
participants in psychological studies come from 
countries that are Western, Educated, Industri-
alised, Rich, and Democratic (W.E.I.R.D). Clearly, 
these countries are neither a random sample nor 
representative for the human population.
THINKING STYLES
Consider which two of these objects go together: a 
panda, a monkey and a banana. Respondents from 
Western countries routinely select the monkey and 
the panda, because both objects are animals. This 
is indicative of an analytic thinking style, in which 
objects are largely perceived independently from 
their context.

In contrast, participants from Eastern coun-
tries will often select the monkey and the banana, 
because these objects belong in the same environ-
ment and share a relationship (monkeys eat banan-
as). This is a holistic thinking style, in which object 
and context are perceived to be interrelated.

In a classic demonstration of cultural differenc-
es in thinking styles, participants from Japan and 
the USA were presented with a series of animat-
ed scenes. Lasting about 20 seconds, each scene 
showed various aquatic creatures, vegetation and 
rocks in an underwater setting. In a subsequent re-
call task, both groups of participants were equally 
likely to remember salient objects, the larger ish. 
But the Japanese participants were better than 
American participants at recalling background in-
formation, such as the colour of the water. This is 
because holistic thinking focuses on background 
and context just as much as foreground.

This clearly demonstrates how cultural dif-
ferences can affect something as fundamental as 
memory – any theory describing it should take that 
into account. Subsequent studies have shown that 
cultural differences in thinking styles are pervasive 
in cognition – affecting memory, attention, percep-

tion, reasoning and how we talk and think.
THE SELF

If you were asked to describe yourself, what would 
you say? Would you describe yourself in terms of 
personal characteristics – being intelligent or fun-
ny – or would you use preferences, such as “I love 
pizza”? Or perhaps you would instead base it on 
social relationships, such as “I am a parent”? Social 
psychologists have long maintained that people are 
much more likely to describe themselves and oth-
ers in terms of stable personal characteristics.

However, the way people describe themselves 
seems to be culturally bound. Individuals in the 
western world are indeed more likely to view 
themselves as free, autonomous and unique indi-
viduals, possessing a set of ixed characteristics. 
But in many other parts of the world, people de-
scribe themselves primarily as a part of different 
social relationships and strongly connected with 
others. This is more prevalent in Asia, Africa and 
Latin America. These differences are pervasive, and 
have been linked to differences in social relation-
ships, motivation and upbringing. 

This difference in self-construal has even been 
demonstrated at the brain level. In a brain-scanning 
study (fMRI), Chinese and American participants 
were shown different adjectives and were asked 
how well these traits represented themselves. They 
were also asked to think about how well they rep-
resented their mother (the mothers were not in the 
study), while being scanned.

In American participants, there was a clear dif-
ference in brain responses between thinking about 
the self and the mother in the “medial prefrontal 
cortex”, which is a region of the brain typically asso-
ciated with self presentations. However, in Chinese 
participants there was little or no difference be-
tween self and mother, suggesting that the self-pre-
sentation shared a large overlap with the presenta-
tion of the close relative.

MENTAL HEALTH
Another domain that was originally dominated 

by studies on W.E.I.R.D. samples is mental health. 
However, culture can affect our understanding 
of mental health in different ways. Because of 
the existence of cultural differences in behaviour, 
the framework – based on detecting deviant or 
non-normative behaviours – isn’t complete. What 
may be seen as normal in one culture (modesty) 
could be seen as deviating from the norm in anoth-
er (social phobia).

In addition, a number of culture-speci ic syn-
dromes have been identi ied. Koro sufferers (most-
ly in Asia), are men which have the mistaken be-
lief that their genitalia are retracting and will dis-
appear. Hikikomori (mostly Japan) is a condition 
that describes reclusive individuals who withdraw 
from social life. Meanwhile, the evil eye syndrome 
(mostly in Mediterranean countries) is the belief 
that envy or other forms of malevolent glare will 
cause misfortune on the receiver.

The existence of such culture-bound syn-
dromes has been acknowledged by both the World 
Health Organization and the American Psychiatry 
Association recently, as some of these syndromes 
have been included their respective classi ications 
of mental illnesses.

Clearly culture has a massive effect on how we 
view ourselves and how we are perceived by oth-
ers – we are only just scratching the surface. The 
ield, now known as “cross-cultural psychology”, is 

increasingly being taught at universities across the 
world. The question is to what extent it will inform 
psychology as a discipline going forward – some 
see it as an extra dimension of it while others view 
it as an integral and central part of theory making.

With more research, we may well ind that 
cultural differences pervade into even more areas 
where human behaviour was previously thought of 
as universal. But only by knowing about these ef-
fects will we ever be able to identify the core foun-
dations of the human mind that we all share.

[the writer is Senior lecturer, University of Essex]

How knowledge about different cultures is 
shaking the foundations of psychology

REMI JOSEPH SALISBURY
theconversation.com

Rufaro Chisango, a black student 
at Nottingham Trent Universi-
ty, tweeted a video of students 

chanting “we hate the blacks” outside 
of her dorm. This shockingly racist 
abuse has quite rightly drawn wide-
spread condemnation.

Whenever someone does some-
thing explicitly racist, it’s often 
framed as an isolated incident. This 
doesn’t just misrepresent the experi-
ences of black and minority ethnic (or 
BAME) students, who face racism in 
many forms on a daily basis – it ob-
scures the structural and institutional 
nature of racism.

It’s important and necessary to 
reprimand the offending students. 
But that’s the easy part. To make 
meaningful change, interventions 
need to go to the roots of the prob-
lem. Although the number of BAME 
students attending university is in-
creasing far quicker than white stu-
dents, black students report lower 
levels of satisfaction than other racial 
groups. They are also more likely to 
“drop out”, and have lower attain-
ment levels than their white peers – 
even when they enter university with 
the same grades.

The outcomes and experiences 
of black students in academia are 

symptomatic of institutions where 
white power structures have long 
dominated. This makes black stu-
dents and staff seem out of place 
and lays the ground for experienc-
es such as Chisango’s. Over the past 
few years, student-led campaigns 
have gone to great pains to point 
out the mechanisms that maintain 
the whiteness of higher education. 
Perhaps those of us committed to 
change should listen.

RACE AND REPRESENTATION
The student-led “Why is my Curric-
ulum White?” campaign has chal-
lenged the white and euro-centric 
nature of the curricula in higher 
education. One interviewee for the 
campaign recalled an undergraduate 
modern history course, which cov-
ered the topic of empire over a week, 
looking at the economic competi-
tion between European countries, 
with all of her readings reportedly 
written by white academics. She is 
not alone. In a 2011 report conduct-
ed by the NUS, almost half of black 
students noted a lack of diversity in 
their curriculum.

Overwhelmingly white, male can-
ons are too often the norm in univer-
sities, making it seem like intellectual 
thought is the preserve of white peo-
ple. Blackness, then, appears not to 
belong in universities.

In the Why Isn’t my Professor 
Black campaign, students have drawn 

our attention to the lack of black pro-
fessors – and particularly black wom-
en professors – and the problems that 
arise from such under-representa-
tion. Only 1.19% of British staff on ac-
ademic contracts are black – far less 
than the proportion of black people 
in the broader population, which is 
3.3%.

The whiteness of the teaching 
staff reinforces the whiteness of the 
curricula, which both work to rein-
force the association between white-
ness and intellect. All this contributes 
to the conditions that make racism 
possible in higher education.

ROCKING THE FOUNDATIONS
Student campaigns have also brought 
attention to some of the ways that the 
myth of white intellectual superiority 
is perpetuated on campuses world-
wide. #RhodesMustFall campaign-
ers highlighted Cecil Rhodes’ role in 
histories of racism, colonialism and 
genocide. In so doing, those students 
have shown that their institution 
simply does not treat racism and co-
lonialism with the seriousness that it 
deserves.

As those campaigners called for a 
more diverse curriculum and greater 
BAME representation in the teach-
ing force, there was a clear sense 
that these different issues were in-
terlinked, and acted to reinforce the 
university as a space for white people 
– but not for people of colour.

The “I, too, am” campaign start-
ed at Harvard in 2017, before quick-
ly spreading to UK campuses – most 
notably Oxford. Holding up boards 
that noted the derogatory slights and 
snubs – known as “microaggressions” 
– faced by BAME students on a dai-
ly basis, the campaigners sought to 
highlight that “in their daily encoun-
ters at Oxford, students of colour are 
made to feel different and othered 
from the Oxford community”.

These microaggressions oc-
cur partly as a consequence of the 
whiteness that characterises higher 
education institutions – and, in turn, 
they act to reaf irm those conditions. 
Many students of colour are acutely 
aware of these cycles, which is why 
they demand that discussions about 
race should be taken seriously, and 
that meaningful changes should oc-
cur.

By looking again at the campaigns 
led by student of colour over the past 
few years, we can begin to see more 
clearly the institutional conditions 
that give rise to abhorrent racist in-
cidents. To meaningfully tackle rac-
ism in higher education, we must 
listen when students point out how 
universities create conditions where 
black students are seen as being out 
of place.

[the writer is Senior Lectur-
er, Leeds Beckett University]

Whiteness characterises higher education institutions 
– so why are we surprised by racism?
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36 acres of poppy 
plantations 
destroyed in 
Arunachal
I , M  10 (PTI): 
The Tirap district admin-
istration in Arunachal 
Pradesh, in association 
with police, Assam Ri-
les and an NGO, has de-

stroyed 36 acres of pop-
py plantations in seven 
villages, an of icial report 
said here today.

Deputy commission-
er P N Thungon have in-
formed the local people 
in Lazu area of the district 
that the drive would be 
carried out till March 12 
and sought their cooper-
ation in the matter, it said.

Thungon have also 
assured people that the 
state government will ind 
them an alternate source 
of income.

District Horticulture 
Of icer (DHO) Henrik Basar, 
who was part of the team 
that carried out the raid 
yesterday, urged people to 
grow ginger, chilly and car-
damom in place of poppy.

The deputy com-
missioner also thanked 
Nocte Women’s Society, a 
local NGO, for supporting 
the drive.

“The president of the 
NGO, Litcha Socia, along 
with other members, have 
wholehearted participated 
in the massive opium de-
struction drive,” the report 
quoted Thungon as saying.

Thungon also ap-
pealed to the religious 
leaders, gaon burhas and 
panchayat leaders of Lazu 
area to come forward and 
join the drive, it added.

W , M  10 (PTI): 
On the 59th anniversary of 
Tibetan Uprising Day, a top 
American leader today sought 
to re-energise international ef-
forts to ensure meaningful au-
tonomy for Tibet.

“If we do not speak out for 
human rights in Tibet because 
of economic concerns, then 
we lose all moral authority 
to talk about human rights in 
any other place in the world,” 
Democratic leader Nancy Pe-
losi, said in a statement.

Every year, Tibetan Up-
rising Day commemorates 
resistance to occupation of 
Chinese government forces in 
Tibet on March 10, 1959.

“Let us move forward to-
gether, renewed by the endur-
ing faith of the Tibetan people 
and His Holiness the Dalai 

Lama, and re-energise our 
efforts to ensure meaningful 
autonomy for Tibet and guar-
antee that the culture, religion 
and human rights of the Tibet-
an people be fully and forever 
respected,” Pelosi said.

Nearly 60 years ago, the 
Tibetan people stood de iant 

in the face of oppression and 
brutality, she said.

“Guided by their great 
faith and dignity, the Tibetan 
people refused to be silent and 
the rest of the world heard 
their clarion call for freedom 
and justice,” she added.

In March 2008, the people 

of Tibet spoke out once more 
as they faced horri ic human 
rights abuses simply for prac-
ticing their religion and cul-
ture, Pelosi said.

“Today, the abysmal hu-
man rights situation in Tibet 
continues to be a challenge to 
the conscience of the world. 
All freedom-loving people 
must continue to speak out, 
until every Tibetan man, 
woman and child is able to 
celebrate their heritage and 
culture, learn their own lan-
guage, freely practice their 
faith and secure the dignity 
and respect that they de-
serve,” Pelosi said.

Meanwhile, Senator Pat-
rick Leahy introduced a 
resolution in the US Senate 
to commemorate the 59th 
anniversary of the Tibetan 

uprising, which af irms sup-
port for the Tibetan people’s 
fundamental human rights 
and freedoms, including their 
right to self-determination 
and the protection of their 
distinct religious, cultural, lin-
guistic and national identity.

Expressing its sense that 
the identi ication and instal-
lation of Tibetan Buddhist 
religious leaders, including a 
future 15th Dalai Lama, is a 
matter that should be deter-
mined solely within the Ti-
betan Buddhist faith commu-
nity, in accordance with the 
inalienable right to religious 
freedom, the resolution calls 
on the US Secretary of State 
to fully implement provisions 
of the Tibetan Policy Act of 
2002.

It said representatives 

of the US government in ex-
changes with of icials of the 
Chinese government should 
call for and otherwise pro-
mote the cessation of all in-
terference by China in the 
religious affairs of the Tibetan 
people.

The resolution urged the 
US Ambassador in China to 
meet with the 11th Panchen 
Lama, who was arbitrarily de-
tained on May 17, 1995, and 
otherwise ascertain informa-
tion concerning his where-
abouts and wellbeing.

It said US secretary of 
state should make efforts to 
establish an of ice in Tibet’s 
capital Lhasa, to monitor po-
litical, economic, and cultural 
developments in the Hima-
layan region.

US leader Pelosi seeks efforts for meaningful Tibet autonomy

K , M  9 (PTI): A 
group of Bengali intellec-
tuals today urged Presi-
dent Ram Nath Kovind to 
take constitutional steps 
against Tripura Governor 
Tathagata Roy, for some 
of his recent comments 
on Twitter after Assem-
bly election results were 
declared.

In a letter addressed 
to Kovind, they claimed 
the tweets by Roy on 
March 6 triggered ten-
sion in Tripura and else-
where in the country.

The signatories in-
clude Bengali authors 
Sirshendu Mukhopad-
hyay, Nabanita Dev 
Sen, theatre personali-
ty Manoj Mitra, painter 
Shuvaprasanna, singer 
Kabir Suman, poet Joy 
Goswami and ilmmaker 
Goutam Ghosh, among 
others, writer Prasun 
Bhaumik told PTI.

“I gave my consent to 
the letter as I believe that 
anyone holding consti-
tutional post should not 
make comments on the 
razing down of a statue, 
and such comments were 
inappropriate,” Mitra said.

Mukhopadhyay said, 
“We are passing through 

a phase when passion 
is running high. So any 
tweet should take into 
account the present cir-
cumstances.” 

A statue of Com-
munist icon Lenin was 
pulled down by some 
people with an excava-
tor machine at College 
Square in Belonia sub-di-
vision of South Tripura 
district earlier this week.

The Tripura Governor 
had said in a tweet on 
March 6, “From the tele-
phone calls I receive, it 
appears that a concerted 
and motivated campaign 
is afoot to spread a canard 
that murder and mayhem 
have broken out in Tri-
pura. Nonsense! Even the 
uprooting of the statute 
has not precipitated any 
breach of peace.” 

In a subsequent 
tweet, Roy said, “We re-
moved George V from 
India Gate, New Delhi, 
Queen Victoria from 
front of her memorial 
in Kolkata, renamed Au-
rangzeb Road, all by gov-
ernment iats. What if the 
government similarly de-
cides to remove Lenin’s 
statue, rename Lenin Sa-
rani? Any answers?”

Intellectuals write to Prez for 
action against Tripura Guv

B , M  10 
(PTI): The Dental Coun-
cil of India (DCI) has 
urged the Centre to intro-
duce a three-year MBBS 
bridge course for Bach-
elor of Dental Surgery 
(BDS) graduates so that 
they could work as full-
ledged MBBS doctors.

If BDS graduates are 
allowed to pursue and 
complete the three-year 
bridge course, they could 
serve in the rural areas 
of the country for four to 
ive years, DCI president 

Prof Dibyendu Majumdar 
said here today.

“We are awaiting the 
clearance from the Medi-
cal Council of India (MCI) 
in this connection,” Ma-
jumdar said.

The DCI, he said, is 
also trying to convince 
the central government 
that much importance 
was required to be given 
to oral health care since 
40 to 45 per cent of all 
cancers pertained to the 
oral cavity alone.

“There is a huge 
budget for health and 
the DCI is asking for 
a separate budget for 
oral health,” Majumdar 
said while speaking at a 
programme, which was 
held under the aegis of 
the Indian Association 
of Oral and Maxillofacial 
Pathology at the Siksha 
‘O’ Anusandhan (SOA), a 
deemed university.

Majumdar said the 
government has already 
agreed to the DCI’s pro-
posal to allow dental 
surgeons to give death 
certi icates in case a pa-
tient died while undergo-
ing treatment in a dental 
clinic or hospital.

The DCI is making ef-
forts to ensure that the 
dental students were 
exposed to lectures by 
eminent teachers which 
would be made available 
to them through the web.

“It will not cost the 
institutions anything as 
DCI will bear the expen-
diture,” he said.

Dental Council for 
MBBS bridge course 

for BDS students

Bengali book 
fair in Delhi 
from Monday
N  D , M  10 
(PTI): The 17th edition of 
the Bangla Boi Mela (Book 
Fair) and Literary Festival 
will be held here from 
Monday.

According to a press 
release from Bengal Asso-
ciation, the Bengali book 
fair which is touted as the 
third largest such fair out-
side West Bengal -- will 
have more than 60 stalls, 
not only from West Ben-
gal, Tripura and Delhi, but 
also from Bangladesh.

The seven-day fair, 
to be held at Kali Bari in 
Mandir Marg from March 
12-18, will host some of 
the famous publishers 
from Bengal and will be 
inaugurated by eminent 
linguist Pabitra Sarkar, 
the release said.

The Bengal Associa-
tion is celebrating its dia-
mond jubilee.

The general-secretary 
of Bengal Association, Ta-
pan Sengupta, said, “Our 
motive is to promote Ben-
gali literature and culture 
during these seven days.” 

The fair will have two 
bookstalls from Bangla-
desh and three from Tri-
pura, he said.

Moreover, there will 
there will be various lit-
erary discussions, includ-
ing one with acclaimed 
sports journalist Gautam 
Bhattarcharya, he added.
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SMRITA KHAWAS
S , 10 M :

Indian Railways has up-
graded facilities in the 

New Jalpaiguri-Howrah 
Shatabdi Express to ‘Gold 
Standard’ under Project 
Swarna. 

The train, which now 
will be called Jalpaigu-
ri-Howrah Swarna Sha-
tabdi Express, is the irst 
train from the Northeast 
Frontier Railway bou-
quet to be upgraded un-
der the project. 

Project Swarna aims 
at improving aesthet-
ics, amenities, security, 
cleanliness and services. 

At the national level, 
this is the second train to 
be upgraded under Proj-
ect Swarna after New 
Delhi–Sealdah Rajdhani 
Express in November last 
year. In the irst phase of 
the project, 14 Rajdhani 
and 15 Shatabdi trains are 
scheduled to be upgraded. 

All the Shatabdi Ex-
press trains in NF Rail-

way will also undergo 
upgrades in the irst 
phase of the project. 

Under Project Swar-
na, a detailed programme 
is undertaken to signi i-

cantly improve passen-
ger experience on Raj-
dhani and Shatabdi trains 
in coach interiors, toilets, 
onboard cleanliness, ca-
tering, linen, punctuality, 

staff behavior, security, 
onboard entertainment 
and real time feedback

To undertake the pro-
gramme, Ministry of Rail-
ways had formed nine 
teams with two of icers 
in each team from the 
Railway Board to moni-
tor the progress of work 
under each dimension of 
Project Swarna. 

The interior of Jalpai-
guri-Howrah Shatabdi Ex-
press has been given an “in-
ternational” colour scheme. 
Additionally, interior panels 
and areas above the luggage 
rack have been given an an-
ti-graf iti vinyl wrapping. 
LED lighting has been itted 
for energy conservation 
and better illumination.

Toilets – a big pain 
point of travellers – form 
a big part of the upgrade 
under Operation Swarn. 
For one auto janitors 
have been itted for bet-
ter hygiene

An epoxy coating has 
been done in toilets. Ex-

tra mats in the toilet and 
the surrounding connect-
ing areas mean that the 
washroom will be dry 
at all times and better 
cleanliness will be main-
tained. The toilet doors 
have been given an an-
ti-graf iti vinyl wrapping

Better quality dust-
bins, improved soap dis-
penser, health faucets and 
stainless steel wash basins 
are some other features 
that help improve the aes-
thetics of the toilets

Also, the toilet com-
modes and basins have 
been polished and will be 
cleaned regularly to keep 
them odour free in every 
trip. LED lights have also 
been provided over the 
mirrors.

There is now a night 
signage to make sure that 
passengers are able to 
easily identify berths. New 
design magazine bags and 
an extra pocket for mo-
biles are other features of 
the upgraded train. 

NJP-Howrah Shatabdi Express gets 
upgraded under Project Swarna

I , M  10 (PTI): The 
lash lood in Upper Siang dis-

trict of Arunachal Pradesh has 
damaged the Angong Nallah 
small hydro project at Janbo vil-
lage, an of icial report has said.

The lash lood damaged the 
intake and pen stock pipelines of 
the project and the mud carried 
by the lash lood submerged 
the power house, executive en-
gineer of Geku power division 

Ojing Nobeng said in a report.
The impact of the lood was 

so severe that check bunds or 
stop points made in the chan-
nel at many points were totally 
washed away, the report said.

The project was on the verge 
of being commissioned and tri-
al and testing was supposed to 
begin from March 15, Nobeng 
informed adding restoration 
works are under way.

The 132 KV Ziro-Daporijo 
transmission line suffered major 
damages due to a heavy cyclonic 
storm, resulting in power out-
age in parts of the state starting 
from Lower Subansiri to Anjaw 
district, an of icial release from 
the State Load Dispatch Centre 
and Transmission Division-II 
said here today.

Teams of the power de-
partment were immediately 

pressed into service for recti-
ication and restoration works 

and the damaged line was suc-
cessfully restored on a tempo-
rary basis considering the ne-
cessity and urgency of the mat-
ter in view of the ongoing CBSE 
examinations.

The line would be restored 
after the spares reach the site, 
the release added.

Flash lood damages hydel project in Arunachal

G , 10 M  [IPR]: The 
three-day teacher training pro-
gram, ‘INSPIRE’, organised by 
the Heartfulness Education 
Trust in collaboration with Hu-
man Resource Development De-
partment from 08 March at the 
Heartfulness Centre here, con-
cluded today. 

65 participants from 47 gov-
ernment and private schools at-
tended the training programme. 

The program dealt with 
various topics such as different 
methods of teaching, leadership 
skills, communication skills, 
imparting value education to 
the students through the lesson 
plans designed by the global 
Heartfulness team, heart cen-
tered approach to education etc. 

The signi icance of ‘learning 
to know’, ‘learning to do’, ‘learn-
ing to live together’ and ‘learn-
ing to be’ as advocated by the 
International Commission on 
Education for the 21st century 
was discussed through various 
activity based interactive ses-
sions. 

Head Master of Melli Aching 

Senior Secondary, Tashi Wangdi 
Bhutia suggested that the train-
ing should be conducted on a 
regular basis to help bene it 

more teachers. 
Principal of Jorethang Senior 

Secondary School, Archana Gu-
rung said that the training aided 

in enhancing the teaching skills 
and helped in understanding 
how teachers can be facilita-
tors towards imparting values 
than merely be transmitters of 
knowledge.

Additional Chief Secretary, 
Human Resource Development 
Department, Government of Sik-
kim G P Upadhyay attended the 
valedictory function as the chief 
guest. 

Narrating his experiences, 
he shared how important it is 
to teach with heart and feel for 
the children while teaching. He 
thanked the resource persons 
for their contribution and the 
Heartfulness Institute for organ-
ising the program. 

Commissioner cum Secre-
tary to the Governor, Govern-
ment of Sikkim, Ravindra Telang 
along with Former Additional 
Director, State Council of Educa-
tional Research and Training In-
dira Joshi also attended the pro-
gram and shared their thoughts 
about the training programme.

‘INSPIRE’ teacher training prog concludes 
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ADITI KHANNA 
L  M  10 (PTI):
 

A UK college which piloted a lan-
guage course in Hinglish last 

year is planning to offer it to a wider 
range of students from this year fol-
lowing an interest among students 
to learn the new language, which is 
a blend of Hindi and English.

Portsmouth College said the 
popularity of the course, offered as 
part of a wider module, re lects an 
interest among students for work 
placements with Indian compa-
nies and that having a basic grasp 
of Hindi would give them a head 
start in the market.

“The Hinglish course inished 
last week and there have already 
been enquiries from students and 
adult learners about taking up this 
course next year,” said James Wat-
ters, Head of E6 Programmes at 
the college.

The unique course was intro-

duced for a select group of stu-
dents in November 2017 to raise 
student awareness of the language, 
get them to explore how Hinglish 
is used in society and business in 
the UK and internationally, and 
give them insights into speci ic cul-
tural reference in headlines/texts 
in adverts, ilms and newspapers 
related to India.

“Movies are being watched a 
lot by Indian people and right from 
the titles to the song to the script, 
everything is in Hinglish,” explains 
Hinglish teacher Viraj Shah.

An initial cohort of 18 students 
attended the Hinglish sessions on 
a regular basis, who are now be-
ing approached for their views on 
how the course could be further 
developed. It will then become a 
regular feature from the 2018-19 
academic year as part of the Mod-
ern Business Language & Culture 
programme at Portsmouth College 
in Hampshire.

Academics at the college be-
lieve the popularity of the course 
is also down to a growing under-
standing among the youth in Brit-
ain of the need to keep their job 
prospects as wide as possible with 
Britain set to leave the European 
Union (EU).

“The young people are very 
aware we are leaving the EU and 
I suppose this helps prepare them 
for the post-Brexit world,” said Si-
mon Barrable, the deputy princi-
pal of the college.

According to their analysis, 
Hinglish is easier to learn than 
Hindi because it is taught using 
Roman letters rather than the tra-
ditional Devanagari script. Some 
of the Hinglish words that the 
students were made familiar with 
include “prepone”, or to bring for-
ward, “airdash”, or going some-
where in a hurry, and “timepass” 
or something that is a pass time.

UK college to expand 
Hinglish course offering

Indo-French 
club launched 
in Varanasi
V , M  10 (PTI): 
Ahead of the proposed 
visit by French President 
Emmanuel Macron and 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi here, a group of local 
youths and some French 
nationals have formed a 
club to work towards im-
proving man-to-man con-
tact between the people 
of the two countries.

The ‘Indo-French 
Friends Club’ was launched 
at Assi Ghat on Thursday.

“The idea of getting the 
nationals of both the coun-
tries together for improv-
ing personal contact just 
took shape and we gave it 
the form of Indo-French 
Friends Club,” the conve-
nor and founder of the 
club, Uttam Ojha, told PTI.

Ojha said Varanasi is a 
place where nationals of 
several countries stay for 
long durations to under-
stand the old city.

“Same is the case with 
the French nationals who 
frequent the city for their 
spiritual pursuits. We 
have come together to 
have a common platform 
with them to share our 
history, culture, arts and 
food,” Ojha said.

The club has start-
ed special programmes 
which will continue till 
March 12, the day Modi 
and Macron are sched-
uled to arrive here.

The two leaders 
would have a boat ride 
on “Kailasha” from Assi 
to Dashaswamedh ghat, a 
distance of about 500 me-
tres, Ojha said.

“It will be a one-to-one 
conversation between the 
two leaders and this is what 
we are striving for also for 
the nationals of both the 
countries for a better un-
derstanding of each others 
viewpoint,” he said.

“Later, more pro-
grammes on academics, 
art and cultural activi-
ties will be organised,” 
he added.

A programme to felic-
itate French nationals liv-
ing in Varanasi for some 
time and serving the peo-
ple is scheduled at the 
French Study Centre at 
the BHU.

“One such French na-
tional is Mustafa who has 
been coming here regu-
larly since 1982. There is 
another lady who is work-
ing for the underprivi-
leged,” Ohja said.

Along with such peo-
ple, the locals will strive 
for coordination at the so-
cial, cultural, literary and 
spiritual levels.

“The club will open a 
similar centre for facili-
tating the visit of French 
tourists arriving here in 
the future,” he said.

N  D , M  9 (PTI): In-
dian shooter Anjum Moudgil 
clinched a silver medal in the 
women’s 50m Ri le 3 Positions 
event at the ongoing ISSF World 
Cup in Guadalajara, Mexico.

It was Anjum’s irst World 
Cup medal as she battled windy 
conditions to shoot 454.2 
in the 45-shot inal to inish 
behind former junior world 
champion China’s Ruijiao Pei 
(455.4). Another Chinese Ting 
Sun claimed bronze, inishing 
with a score of 442.2.

This was India’s eighth 
medal in the competition and 
the irst silver after having won 
three golds and four bronze 
medals already, for their best 
ISSF World Cup performance 
by far.

India thus remained on top 
of the medals tally with eight 
medals, while China is in sec-
ond with two gold, two silver, 

one bronze.
Anjum remained in medal 

contention from the beginning 
of the inal and at the end of the 
15-shot kneeling position stood 
third behind Ruijiao and Slova-
kia’s Ziva Dvorsak.

She pulled into the lead 
after the second 5-shot prone 
position series, which followed 
the kneeling position and was 
0.9 points clear of German 
world number one Jolyn Beer 
at the end of it.

After the 15-shot prone se-
ries, Anjum was still in the lead. 
However, after the 10th shot of 
the last standing series when the 
irst two inalists out of the eight 

were eliminated, Anjum had 
gone down to fourth position.

A brilliant 10.8 in the 41st 
shot took her up to second and 
she maintained that position 
inishing with scores of 10.2, 

10.1, 9.5 and 10.2 to secure the 
irst World Cup medal of her 

career.
Earlier in quali ication, An-

jum rode on the back of a solid 
prone round of 399 out of 400 
to log a combined 1170 and sail 
through to the eight woman i-
nal in second place behind Pei, 
who shot a quali ication world 
record score of 1178.

Gaayathri was well in 
contention for a inals place 
after the kneeling and prone 
rounds but a 371 out of 400 in 
the standing round meant that 
she would have to be content 
with a 15th place inish total-
ling 1153.

Former prone World Cham-
pion Tejaswini Sawant also 
shot the same score but in-

ished a spot behind Gaayathri 
because of three less inner 10s.

In the Men’s 25m Rapid Fire 
Pistol, it was heartbreak for 15-
year old Anish Bhanwala, who 
stood third after the irst preci-
sion round with a solid 294 and 
a real chance to make it amongst 
the top six inalists.

He had looked comfort-
able in the second rapid fire 
round yesterday - beginning 
with a solid 99 and follow-
ing up with a 97 but scores of 
7,9,10,8,8 in the final series of 
five shots pulled him down to 
seventh place.

Anish ended with 578, the 
same score as sixth place qual-
i ier Zhaonan Hao of China, but 
with one lesser 10 than the 
Chinese.

Neeraj Kumar, the second 
Indian in the fray, also had a 
similar last series to inish with 
569 and in 13th place.

Anjum wins silver in women’s rifl e 
3 positions at ISSF World Cup

AMIT KUMAR DAS 
G , M  9 (PTI):

Rising Indian golfer 
Shubhankar Sharma 

shattered the course re-
cord at the challenging 
DLF Golf course with a 
sensational eight-under 
64 to surge to second 
place after the un inished 
second round at the USD 
1,750,000 Hero Indian 
Open here today.

One-over after his irst 
18 holes yesterday, Shub-
hankar dropped just one 
shot at the seventh hole 
today and sank as many 
as nine birdies three on 
front nine and six on back 
nine -- to emerge as the 
best Indian in the ield.

He is just four strokes 
adrift of Argentina’s 
Emiliano Grillo, who 
ired four-under 68 to go 

with his course-record 
equaling seven-under 65 
in the opening round to 
keep his stranglehold on 
the leaderboard.

Interestingly, Malay-
sian Gavin Green had set 
the course record last 
year here.

Khalin Joshi, who 
secured his Asian tour 
card with a ifth place at 
Maybank Championship, 
brought home a lawless 
four-under 68 to move to 
tied 8th.

However, two-time 
defending champion SSP 
Chawrasia, who also has 
four runners-up inish to 
his name in this event, sim-
ply failed to read the course 
this time and bowed out 

with a horrendous 77 after 
a 74 yesterday.

Ajeetesh Sandhu, who 
was tied 7th yesterday, 
failed to negotiate the 
Gary Player layout and 
dropped three bogeys 
and two double bogeys to 
return with a 76 and slip 
down the leaderboard.

Former champion 
Arjun Atwal, who was 
one-under 71 yesterday, 
scored ive-over 77 and 
three-time winner in 
2017 Shiv Kapur (76, 72) 
are likely to miss the cut 
as they are four-over 148 
after two days.

2015 winner Anirban 
Lahiri went one-over to 
go with a irst-round 72, 
and former Indian cham-
pions Jyoti Randhawa 
(72) was even par at the 
15th hole.

Pablo Larrazabal card-
ed one-under to lie tied 
third alongwith English 
golfer Andrew Johnston, 
who blasted six under 66 
today for a total of 138.

It was yet another low 
score for Shubhankar, 
who had scored 62 on 
the inal round at Kuala 
lumpur to win the May-
bank Championship last 

month. He had shot 62 
to secure his card in the 
inal round of the Manila 

Masters two years ago.
The 21-year-old from 

Chandigarh, who made his 
way to the top of the order 
of merit in Asian and Euro-
pean Tour after clinching 
the Joburg Open and May-
bank Championship, rated 
his round as one among 
his top 5 so far.

Shubhankar, who 
would be playing a prac-
tice round with four-time 
major champion Rory 
McIlroy ahead of the Mas-
ters, said: If you would 
have told me yesterday 
when I was ive over after 
nine holes that I would 
be seven under today, I 
would have laughed it off.

I feel great. I fought 
back yesterday I knew I 
am playing well so I didn’t 
go for anything different. I 
didn’t think about the back 
nine much, just looked to 
hit good shots, my putting 
was also good today. 

Asked what would be 
his strategy in the week-
end, Shubhankar said: I 
exactly know how that 
course behaves. I’ll be ag-
gressive tomorrow. 

Super Shubhankar sets course 
record with 8-under 64

could show me the latest in children’s picture books 
from India. The sales assistant said there aren’t any. I 
said that can’t be true. I said could you show me what 
you’ve got and then he brought out really poorly il-
lustrated versions of Ramayana, Mahabharata and so 
on, which were again sort of imitation of Disney ani-
mations and they were cheap looking. Those stories 
are not cheap. They’re very beautiful and that’s why 
they’ve lasted for thousands of years. They deserve 
digni ied, unique and iner illustrations but they are 
not getting them.

What role do you think children’s literature plays 
in the development of a child?
I think it’s been demonstrated…the way in which a 
children’s story can allow the child to have agency, 
can encourage a child to igure out her own meaning 
for the story, it really empowers children. It’s different 
from the old emphasis on educating the child.

…when I visited my original university a couple of 
years ago they said we don’t want literacy, we want 
literature. I thought that’s such a breakthrough! Be-
cause we’ve been so obsessed with literacy. People 
who can produce books or stories that can teach kids 
how to use language, to read, are not necessarily very 
imaginative people and so sometimes the stories have 
been really poor.

…Jim Trelease in his Read-Aloud Handbook says 
that when the child grows up she probably won’t re-
member the exact book that you read but what she will 
remember is that you bothered to turn the lights off, 
turn the TV off, to sit down, to put her on your lap and 
she was the centre of the world for that 5 or 15 minutes 
that you told that story. That’s what she’ll remember. 

What, according to you, are the challenges of writ-
ing literature for children?
First of all you have to be a big kid…as a writer you 
can research facts, ind out the names of places you’ve 
forgotten but how it felt as a child? You better be able 
to remember that if you want to write for children. 

It is the only ield in literary studies where the 
books are written, illustrated, edited, published, mar-
keted, bought, reviewed and chosen for the library by 
adults and not by children, whom they are meant for. 
That creates a kind of double audience. You can’t ig-
nore the librarians or parents. A writer has to tread 
the ine line of appealing to the adult who is really in 
charge of purchasing the book and appealing to the 
child. That’s tricky. Not everyone can do it.

Finally, you need to be able to shut up. You need to 
use words sparingly because…it goes back to the es-
sence of the story. The essence is sometimes conveyed 
best with the fewest words. Leave spaces between the 
lines for the children to work at themselves. That’s 
why children love fairytales.

How would you describe queer literature and its 
importance? 
The queer movement happened in the wake of other 

movements like the civil rights movement in the US, 
feminist movement and the differently abled. I think 
a lot of parents worry about the in luence books will 
have on their children. I would like to tell them that 
children’s books are not guide books for life. They 
are not going to remember most of these books when 
they grow up. The Bhagwad Gita, Bible, Kuran, Das 
Kapital, Origin of Species, etc are guidebooks for life, 
not children’s books and the kids know that. Instead 
of giving children fewer books, give them more. Com-
plicate it with diversity. 

Do you think categorizing something as ‘queer 
literature’ as compared to say introducing LGBT 
characters in mainstream literature is a good idea?
I think that categorizing it, naming it was a kind of po-
litical stage in the change in society’s attitude. You had 
to wave a lag, to draw people’s attention, you had to 
label it in order to say - hey, this is here. But natural-
ly, after that you want it to be just ordinary charac-
ters, just a person next door and in fact I think I grew 
up thinking that if you went into a gay bar that they 
would all be wearing leather and carrying chains and 
so on. Nothing could be further from the truth. They 
all look like bank tellers, they’re all wearing boring 
clothes…they are ordinary, just like us. So I think the 
labeling was an important stage. I can pretty much 
name most of the major writers in this area who say 
that - okay, I’ve moved past that I just need to make 
sure that these characters are included. 

How can children’s literature be popularized?
The kids will do it, if you let them. The adults won’t, 
the old men in India won’t, the old professors think 
its second rate. They’re not going to put it on the syl-
labus. They’re not going to recommend their PhD stu-
dents to do it. The young people themselves are going 
to make that choice.

When adults say to me I don’t know how to choose 
a book for an eight-year-old. I tell them take the eight-
year-old to a bookshop or a library and they’ll tell you.

Books will never be as fast as computers and we 
don’t want them to be. Books are like slow food. The 
slow food movement says there’s real value in taking 
time. It’s like the amazing Indian quisine where a dish 
which cooks the whole day and results in an amazing 
sauce at the end of the day. The best thing about books 
is what my daughter said to me - “I can’t wait for the 
next chapter but I never want it to end”. That’s what is 
great about a book. 

Recommended reads:
I have to give Australian examples but everything is 
available online these days.

For very young child - Alison Lester. Pretty much 
anything she writes for pre-school aged children is 
just magic.

For that troublesome middle age - Andy Grif iths. 
Very funny but cleverly funny. Not trashy funny. His 
books are multilayered.

“Books are like slow food... there’s 
real value in taking time”

Contd from pg01
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NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR GENTLE MORNING DEAR PRIZED DEAR OSTRICH EVENING

Draw Time: 11:55 am onwards Draw Time: 04:00 pm onwards Draw Time: 08:00 pm onwards
Draw No:14 DrawDate on:10/03/18 Draw No:14 DrawDate on:10/03/18 Draw No:32 DrawDate on:10/03/18
1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 85G 91890 1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 86G 36354 1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 77J 98338

   (Including Super Prize Amt)    (Including Super Prize Amt)    (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.9499/- 91890 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9499/- 36354 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9499/- 98338 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
05258 10824 14726 15311 17028 12573 29602 35140 38635 42082 02496 23461 29085 39638 69545
21491 36624 38347 43745 75727 49714 77613 80287 89369 89840 71331 80142 87176 90287 93399
3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0341 1183 4809 5312 5377 6211 6586 7142 7529 9802 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 1818 2268 6349 6635 7131 7243 8097 8539 9040 9185 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0738 1562 1567 1683 4688 4733 6525 6590 9006 9052
4th Prize Rs.250/- 0014 1382 1768 2631 7017 8015 8275 8793 8864 9874 4th Prize Rs.250/- 1913 1986 3524 5530 6254 6294 7534 8090 9834 9948 4th Prize Rs.250/- 0916 1299 1767 2150 3322 5343 6154 7786 9800 9861
5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/-
0091 0231 0509 0570 0647 0688 0840 0888 0907 0933 0000 0073 0119 0171 0180 0314 0589 0727 0826 0920 0268 0282 0298 0464 0617 0648 0656 0747 0790 0933
0936 1032 1051 1242 1310 1586 1644 2203 2225 2236 0977 0978 1059 1187 1249 1255 1301 1417 1449 1547 1067 1107 1169 1193 1385 1386 1520 1603 1664 1694
2258 2378 2560 2610 2800 2838 2871 2911 3055 3085 1726 1903 1981 2101 2183 2227 2252 2373 2419 2444 1774 1935 2169 2257 2294 2488 2498 2516 2594 2729
3097 3234 3374 3378 3502 3566 3571 3609 3611 3702 2632 2711 2787 2956 3131 3405 3427 3546 3693 3776 2945 2989 3005 3027 3227 3495 3639 3655 3890 3921
3808 3891 3929 3998 4099 4262 4645 4668 4696 4835 3907 4047 4051 4206 4223 4261 4340 4366 4456 4525 4013 4195 4233 4406 4706 4806 4831 4862 4920 4952
4943 4980 5029 5116 5247 5382 5445 5451 5500 5501 4799 4823 4849 5145 5212 5363 5445 5491 5571 5751 5168 5445 5462 5549 5642 5681 5867 5942 5965 6108
5506 5583 5692 6005 6130 6132 6140 6191 6413 6500 5800 5974 6017 6110 6130 6131 6231 6351 6356 6362 6235 6352 6397 6476 6672 6711 6744 6786 7123 7191
6611 6850 6866 7050 7072 7215 7363 7379 7504 7579 6430 6438 6631 6960 7042 7274 7278 7283 7366 7438 7270 7288 7539 7575 7594 7669 7783 7877 7898 7909
7655 7675 7759 7810 7877 7900 8113 8308 8349 8498 7554 7660 7665 7711 7924 8000 8110 8132 8273 8492 7999 8001 8085 8092 8121 8368 8481 8617 8784 9013
9013 9020 9046 9356 9480 9599 9879 9959 9960 9989 8891 8962 9048 9131 9200 9346 9730 9823 9912 9919 9055 9437 9483 9523 9550 9652 9742 9760 9883 9930

Issued by: 
The Director, Nagaland State Lotteries, Kohima, Nagaland
For Results, Please visit: www.nagalandlotteries.com
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ARUNACHAL PRADESH STATE LOTTERIES
MUMBAILAXMI RAJA

Draw No:5 DrawDate on:10/03/18
1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 5529 2nd Prize Rs.2,000/- 4786
3rd Prize Rs. 1,000/- 5040 4th Prize Rs.  505/- 2139
5th Prize Rs.200/-
1016 1019 1170 1203 1241 1248 1251 1255 1300 1310
1375 1408 1583 1599 1640 1707 1767 1827 1867 1889
2016 2061 2102 2135 2184 2190 2220 2350 2364 2414
2450 2475 2491 2504 2506 2507 2564 2612 2664 2678
2761 2819 2821 2867 2879 2906 2939 2948 2951 2961
3054 3095 3247 3268 3307 3365 3433 3496 3497 3513
3912 3922 3946 3989 4065 4077 4094 4170 4196 4300
4609 4638 4641 4663 4684 4698 4820 4841 4934 4940
4961 4987 5018 5086 5094 5099 5216 5239 5379 5404
5466 5505 5511 5692 5757 5783 5818 5827 5969 5996
6th Prize Rs.100/-
1015 1059 1069 1082 1119 1168 1178 1202 1217 1247
1271 1282 1298 1355 1402 1422 1428 1494 1495 1517
1539 1540 1600 1712 1745 1825 1851 1886 1887 1918
1925 1938 1967 1990 2037 2053 2090 2118 2200 2217
2218 2246 2261 2341 2362 2365 2435 2457 2499 2509
2525 2543 2562 2571 2580 2592 2611 2661 2679 2681
2717 2782 2787 2803 2813 2849 2863 2872 2874 2875
2928 2956 2960 2963 2966 2971 2974 2975 2982 2994
2997 2999 3013 3016 3074 3189 3204 3225 3263 3282
3319 3349 3366 3370 3375 3407 3432 3523 3551 3621
3624 3635 3660 3694 3719 3755 3766 3770 3796 3812
3822 3832 3858 3875 3893 3931 3942 3950 3952 3976
3978 4022 4030 4092 4097 4115 4134 4146 4155 4159
4190 4253 4263 4269 4323 4327 4360 4361 4375 4422
4450 4473 4484 4559 4568 4586 4610 4612 4639 4647
4655 4716 4784 4789 4848 4881 4897 4911 4926 4938
5021 5043 5046 5047 5051 5072 5076 5174 5188 5189
5231 5269 5272 5275 5293 5344 5356 5357 5368 5410
5435 5440 5463 5472 5495 5504 5556 5575 5582 5644
5699 5708 5763 5769 5802 5811 5820 5953 5966 5975
Issued by:
The Commissioner,
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 MIZORAM STATE LOTTERIES
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 Draw No:5 DrawDate on:10/03/18
 1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 1522
 2nd Prize Rs.1,000/- 1170 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 6940
 4th Prize Rs.300/- 2765 5th Prize Rs.  205/- 2500
 6th Prize Rs.100/-
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 2537 2637 2652 2665 2679 2750 2773 2782 2791 2805
 2824 2827 2834 2878 2893 2916 3073 3095 3177 3187
 3234 3311 3343 3360 3389 3407 3413 3420 3430 3431
 3459 3488 3557 3593 3610 3612 3620 3666 3700 3732
 3794 3802 3817 3822 3838 3855 3856 3871 3872 3899
 3911 3929 3946 4033 4048 4098 4124 4159 4165 4187
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Issued by:
The Director ,Mizoram State Lotteries,
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C , M  10 
(AFP): An investigation 
into anti-Muslim riots 
that spread in central Sri 
Lanka prompting the au-
thorities to declare a na-
tionwide state of emer-
gency was announced 
Saturday by President 
Maithripala Sirisena.

A panel of three re-
tired judges will probe 
the breakdown in law 
and order in the pictur-
esque hill resort of Kan-
dy, Sirisena’s of ice said 
in a statement.

Three people died, 
20 others were wounded 
and more than 200 Mus-
lim-owned businesses and 
homes were destroyed in 
four days of rioting that 
died down on Thursday.

Eleven mosques were 
also damaged or com-
pletely destroyed by Sin-
halese mobs, according to 

police who say the situa-
tion has been brought un-
der control after a heavy 
military deployment.

A curfew in the dis-
trict, which is 115 kilo-
metres (72 miles) east of 
the capital Colombo, was 
lifted at dawn Saturday 

but army soldiers contin-
ued to patrol alongside 
police, of icials said.

Sri Lanka’s Muslim 
minority held their Fri-
day prayers under mil-
itary protection across 
the island amid fears of 
fresh attacks. However, 

the weekly religious ac-
tivity went off without 
incident, authorities said.

Hundreds of Buddhist 
monks and activists staged 
demonstrations in Colom-
bo on Friday denouncing 
the anti-Muslim attacks 
and urging authorities to 

take strong action against 
the perpetrators.

Police said nearly 
150 people, including 
the main instigator, have 
been arrested over the 
unrest.

They named the main 
suspect as Amith Weer-
asinghe, a man from the 
mainly Buddhist Sinha-
lese majority known for 
anti-Muslim activism and 
outspoken social media 
posts, and said he was 
taken into custody on 
Thursday.

The government de-
clared a state of emer-
gency on Tuesday as the 
unrest escalated when a 
Muslim man was found 
dead in a burnt-out 
building, a day after a 
Sinhalese man died of in-
juries sustained in an at-
tack carried out by Mus-
lim men.

Sri Lanka to probe anti-Muslim riots, lift curfew

Three women, 
suspect dead 
in California 
hostage 
standoff
L  A , M  10 
(AFP): A gunman and 
three women thought 
to be his hostages were 
found dead today at a Cal-
ifornia veterans home af-
ter an hours-long standoff 
with police.

The assailant struck 
at 10:20 am (local time) 
at the Veterans Home of 
California-Yountville in 
the Napa Valley, the larg-
est veterans’ home in the 
United States with around 
1,000 former servicemen 
and women.

“Shortly before 6:00 
pm law enforcement per-
sonnel made entry into 
the room where we felt the 
hostages were being held 
by the suspect and un-
fortunately made the dis-
covery of three deceased 
females and one deceased 
male suspect,” Captain 
Chris Childs of the Califor-
nia Highway Patrol told a 
news conference.

“This is a tragic piece 
of news, one we were re-
ally hoping we wouldn’t 
have to come before the 
public to give.” 

The Napa County 
Sheriff ’s Of ice had earlier 
issued an advisory on so-
cial media telling people 
to avoid the area follow-
ing reports of gun ire, as 
the California Highway 
Patrol dispatched of icers, 
air support and a SWAT 
team to the site.

Childs said a sheriff’s 
deputy who was irst on the 
scene exchanged ire with 
the suspect, adding that “we 
credit him with saving the 
lives of others in the area by 
eliminating the ability for 
the suspect to go out and 
ind further victims.” 

The three victims 
were described by local 
media as employees of 
The Pathway Home, an 
on-site counseling ser-
vice for veterans who suf-
fer from post-traumatic 
stress disorder (PTSD).

It is was not immedi-
ately clear whether they 
had been targeted or were 
chosen at random.

The San Francis-
co Chronicle said the 
gunman -- apparently a 
36-year-old war veteran 
wearing “a stash of bul-
lets” around his neck and 
waist -- had been on the 
PTSD treatment program, 
adding that his weapon 
was a ri le.

It quoted state sena-
tor Bill Dodd identifying 
the program’s executive 
director, Christine Loeber, 
as being one of the dead, 
although the victims’ 
names have not been of i-
cially released.

LALIT K JHA 
W , M  10 
(PTI): US President Don-
ald Trump today spoke 
with his Chinese counter-
part Xi Jinping and briefed 
him on developments in 
ties with North Korea, the 
White House said.

“The two leaders 
welcomed the prospect 
of dialogue between the 
United States and North 
Korea, and committed to 
maintain pressure and 
sanctions until Pyong-
yang takes tangible steps 
toward complete, veri-
iable, and irreversible 

denuclearisation,” the 
White House said in a 
readout of the call.

During the call, 
Trump expressed hope 
that North Korean lead-
er Kim Jong-un might 
choose a “brighter path” 
for North Korea’s future.

White House Press 
Secretary Sarah Sanders 
said Trump has spoken 
with a number of world 
leaders after he was 
briefed on North Kore-
an by the visiting South 
Korean national security 
adviser.

A day earlier, Trump 

also called Japanese 
Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe, during which the 
two leaders agreed to 
continue to maintain 
pressure on North Korea 
till the time it takes tan-
gible steps toward com-
plete, veri iable, and irre-
versible denuclearisation.

The White House 
said this in a statement 
after the conversation 
between Trump and Abe 
to discuss the situation in 
North Korea and to con-
tinue the close coordi-
nation between the two 
countries.

Trump and Abe as-
sessed that the maxi-
mum pressure policy, to-
gether with international 
solidarity, brought them 

to this critical juncture 
wherein North Korea has 
agreed to refrain from 
testing of nuclear weap-
ons and missiles.

“The leaders af irmed 
their strong intention to 
continue close trilateral 
coordination with South 
Korea to maintain pres-
sure and enforce inter-
national sanctions until 
such point that North Ko-
rea takes tangible steps 
toward complete, veri-
iable, and irreversible 

denuclearisation,” the 
White House said.

Trump expressed his 
hope that Kim’s invita-
tion signals his desire to 
give the North Korean 
people a brighter future, 
it said.

Trump briefs Xi on North 
Korea developments

US Muhajirs 
hail India’s 
statement at UN 
rights session 
W , M  10 
(PTI): The US-based Mu-
hajir community has wel-
comed India’s statement 
in the UN human rights 
session on state atrocities 
committed by Pakistan 
in Sindh, Balochistan and 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
provinces.

“The inclusion of the 
name of Sindh in India’s 
statement on human 
rights violations is an im-
portant and encouraging 
development for 70 mil-
lion Muhajirs,” Nadeem 
Nusrat, a US-based Mu-
hajir leader and former 
convener of the Mutta-
hida Qaumi Movement 
(MQM) said.

Appreciating the In-
dian government for 
raising its voice on the 
plight of Muhajirs in Pa-
kistan, Nusrat said that 
Sindh, especially Karachi 
city and urban centres of 
Sindh province had been 
neglected previously by 
the world community 
while highlighting perse-
cution of ethnic groups in 
Pakistan.

Early this year MQM 
had launched ‘Free Kara-
chi’ campaign aimed at 
highlighting the alleged 
state-sponsored atroci-
ties on the Muhajirs and 
other ethnic minority 
communities in the port 
city of Pakistan.

The ‘Free Karachi’ 
campaign he said has 
been drawing the world’s 
attention towards the 
state atrocities of Paki-
stan on Muhajirs, Baloch, 
Pashtuns and other reli-
gious minorities.

ers who die while on duty enhanced 
from 2 lakh to 5 lakh
17. Home Guards who have ren-
dered more than 15 years of service 
will be regularized
18. Salaries of ASHA and Anganwadi 
Workers to be enhanced
19. Regularization of MR Workers 
who have worked for more than ive 
years (on merit basis)
20. Pay Commission to be implement-
ed in the State from 1st April, 2018
21. Parks and Gardens to be built till 
BAC level
22. Smriti Vans to be revived by Pan-
chayats at GPU level
23. Open Theatre, eco-smart city 
and gym hall and play ground to be 
built at Panchayat level
24. Futsal arenas ( ive-a-side football) 
to be created at each sub-division
25. Bowling Alleys to be created in 
each District

26. Hi-Speed Internet and Cyber fa-
cilities to be created in each District
27. Each District will have food 
street and fashion street
28. Handicraft and Flower counters 
will be installed in each district and 
sub-divisions
29. Market places will be made 
noise-pollution free
30. Public Toilets to be constructed 
in every market place
34. Science and Technology Parks 
will be built in each District
35. There will be tunneling of road 
and creation of underground bazaars
37. GPU level libraries to be created
41. Free e-learning to be introduced 
till BAC level
43. Free Coaching for All India Services 
entrance examinations will resume
44. Livelihood schools to resume in 
places where they have been closed 
down. MLAs to start a livelihood 
school each in their constituency

46. From now onwards, there will 
be complete ban on plucking fruits, 
lowers, other edibles and plants 

from reserved forest areas
47. To curb the menace of wild an-
imals invading private cultivated 
agricultural lands, the farm owner 
can hit the animal with a stone or 
any object with an intention to scare 
the animal, but if the animal dies in 
the process, the person/farmer will 
NOT be liable for any legal action 
and it will be taken as an accidental 
incident. The animals include mon-
key, bear, wild boar, porcupine, rat, 
fox, wild cat, cheetah, and leopard. 
Forest department was directed to 
immediately come out with a Noti-
ication to this effect

48. Wildlife hunting, however, will 
not be permitted.
49. Jungle Therapy to be started un-
der Sikkim Tourism.

Contd from pg01

Announcements and directives passed in Legislative Assembly

Crises Center at Lumsey which is for 
the betterment and welfare of the 
Women and Children.  She also said 
that the Department has already is-
sued helpline number for aggrieved 
women and the Old Age Home at 
Namchi has been established. Fur-
ther she highlighted upon the Schol-
arship schemes for the ST/SC and 
OBC. The Demands for Grants under 
her charge was passed by the House.

Likewise, Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling presented the Demands 
for Grants under his charge.

While replying to queries made 
by RN Chamling and Sonam Lama, 
Mr Chamling said that State Police 
Service has been given allowances, 
recognition, power and perks at par 
with of icers of the State Civil Ser-
vices. Hence, to bring about equal-
ity and uniformity in these two ser-
vices, and in line with equal pay for 
equal work, the government has de-
cided to extend the minimum qual-
ifying period for the State Police 
Service from ive years to six years.

He also welcomed the sugges-
tions put forth by the Member of the 
House and explained about the gov-
ernment’s initiatives and schemes 
under CM Start up Schemes, en-
hancement of ad-hoc teacher’s sal-
ary, regularization of Monastic and 
Sanskrit teachers, Home Guard, etc.

The Demands for Grants under 
the Charge of the Chief Minister 
were also passed by the House.

Mr Chamling, who is the Min-
ister-In-Charge for Finance, Reve-
nue and Expenditure Department 
Government of Sikkim, presented 
the 5th State Finance Commission 
Report Sikkim for the award period 
2020-25 and Explanatory Memo-
randum as to the Action Taken on 
the Recommendations made by the 
Fifth State Finance Commission in 
its report submitted to the State 
Government.

He also presented the Comp-
troller of Auditor General (CAG) Re-
ports such as.

Mr Chamling also presented the 
following Reports:

(i) The Review of Compliance 
of the Government of Sikkim to the 
State Fiscal Responsibility and Bud-
get Management Act – 2010 for the 
Year 2015-16.

(ii) Half Yearly Review Report: 
2017-18, Review of the Trends in 
Receipt and Expenditure in relation 
to Budget 2017-18.

(iii)Medium Term Fiscal Plan for 
Sikkim 2018-19 to 2020-21.

He then presented the Separate 
Audit Report such as:

Separate Audit Report on the 
Accounts of Sikkim Electricity Reg-
ulatory Commission, Gangtok for 
the year ended 31st March 2016, 
and Annual Consolidated Audit and 
Review Report on the Accounts of 
Panchayati Raj Institutions for the 
year ended 31st March, 2017.

Chairperson, Public Accounts 

Committee SLA for the inancial 
year 2017-18, Bek Bahadur Rai, 
presented the following Reports of 
the Assembly Committees:

110th Report on Appropriation 
Accounts 2011-12, Government of 
Sikkim.

111th Report on Action Taken 
Report on recommendation of the 
Public Accounts Committee by the 
Sikkim Mining Corporation as con-
tained in its 107th Report, and

112tyh Report on Separate Au-
dit Reports of Accounts of Sikkim 
State Legal Services Authority Legal 
Aid Fund for the Year Ended 31st 
March 2007- 2017.

Likewise, Chairperson, Govern-
ment Assurances Committee SLA 
for the inancial year 2017-18, Ugen 
Nedup Bhutia presented the follow-
ing Reports:

 (i) 19th Report of the Govern-
ment Assurances Committee on fur-
ther Action taken by the State Gov-
ernment on Recommendation of the 
Committee contained in its 15th, 
16th, 17th and 18th Report, and

(ii) 20th Report of the Govern-
ment Assurances Committee on im-
plementation of assurances by the 
State Government Departments per-
taining to the Budget Session held 
from 16th March 19th March, 2017.

During the session all the con-
cerned Ministers of the Government 
Departments placed the White Pa-
pers/Achievement Reports on the 
Table of the House.

Assembly passes Rs. 7051.09 cr 
state budget for 2018-19

Contd from pg01
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The new feature reportedly works whenever you 
type out an “@” + username in the text ield on 

any given image or video share. Usernames will au-
tomatically generate a tappable link to the associat-
ed pro ile.

One major difference between Instagram’s tag-
ging system and the newly introduced Snapchat fea-
ture — the “@” sign won’t prompt an auto ill feature. 
That means if you want to tag someone, you’ll have to 
remember their username by heart, which is almost 
as challenging as remembering a phone number.

Noti ications are another thing. According to re-
ports, the person being tagged won’t get any sort of 

noti ication or indication that they have been tagged 
in a photo or video. All in all, it seems like a rushed 
feature launch with incomplete components.

In luencers including DJ Snake, Tchami, and even 
Kylie Jenner have made the switch from Snapchat ex-
clusively to Instagram Stories. Many users are turned 
off by the new update, but perhaps new features 
such as this one will be enough to get others back on 
their Snap game.

Apparently the new tagging system is currently 
being rolled out — so be on the lookout!

“We’re testing this,” Snapchat of icially con irmed 
recently. 
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EtCETERA

ARIES: There is a tremendous 
amount of physical energy build-
ing within you, Aries. Be careful 
that you don’t let this incredi-
ble force come out in the form 
of a heated argument against 
someone you really care about. 
Perhaps you suddenly feel as if 
everything is caving in and you 
desperately need some means of 
escape. Go for a good long run. 
Find a way to release this tension.  
TAURUS: You’re sailing along and 
suddenly see a big ramp in front 
of you, Taurus. Your choice: avoid 
the ramp, stay on the ground 
where you know it’s safe, and be 
content with a limited worldview, 
or hit that ramp head on and soar 
over the trees and beyond. Who 
knows where you might land? 
There is an incredible adventure 

waiting for you when you take 
that leap into the unknown.  
GEMINI: You’re sailing along and 
suddenly see a big ramp in front 
of you, Taurus. Your choice: avoid 
the ramp, stay on the ground 
where you know it’s safe, and be 
content with a limited worldview, 
or hit that ramp head on and soar 
over the trees and beyond. Who 
knows where you might land? 
There is an incredible adventure 
waiting for you when you take 
that leap into the unknown.    
CANCER: There is a negative in-
tensity about the day that is only 
going to get worse if you contin-
ue this stubbornness about ev-
ery issue that comes your way, 
Cancer. Much of today’s activity 
will focus on ways in which peo-
ple can break out of their ruts 

and see things from an entirely 
different perspective. If you in-
sist on remaining ixed in your 
ways, you’ll only meet resistance.  
LEO: Whether or not you will-
ingly participate, you’ll certainly 
play a key role in the action, Leo. 
At times you’ll feel like the pivot-
al player whose actions decide 
the fate of the game. Now you 
must close your eyes, take a deep 
breath, and ind the answer from 
your heart. Don’t look to others 
for support, because they’ll have 
their own agendas and ideas 
about what you should do. Only 
you know what is best.    
VIRGO: The time for planning 
and calculating is over, Virgo. 
The time for taking aggressive 
action has arrived. If you don’t 
have your armor ready, too bad. 

You’ll be thrust onto the battle-
ield with the rest of the troops 

even if you’re in your underwear. 
The more you try to delay the 
inevitable, the more dif icult it 
will be. Bite the bullet and charge 
full-speed ahead with whatever 
protective gear you have.  
LIBRA: A large force is gathering 
now to make a bold statement 
and important pledge, Libra. 
This kind of movement brings 
together generations and unites 
people in a revolution. Put away 
the petty issues and think global-
ly. Educate yourself about what’s 
going on in the world and take 
a more aggressive stand to ight 
for what you believe. A small 
group of intelligent individuals 
can make a tremendous impact.  
SCORPIO: There is a burning 

restlessness inside you that is 
activated because you don’t feel 
as if you’re ful illing your life’s 
destiny, Scorpio. You could have 
a sudden insight that you have a 
much greater purpose in this life 
than what you’re doing now. Ex-
plore this idea and see how you 
can move toward this desire that 
comes from deep within. This 
is the perfect time to put large, 
long-term plans into action.  
SAGITTARIUS: There is a strong 
wave of power coming your way, 
so be careful how you handle it, 
Sagittarius. You’re extra prone to 
injuries and accidents of an ex-
plosive nature. Try not to make 
any hasty moves while driving, 
and be careful operating things 
like gas pumps or propane tanks. 
Used properly, today’s planetary 

energy can help you tackle just 
about any obstacle in front of 
you. How you handle the energy 
is up to you.  
CAPRICORN: Your energy is like-
ly to operate in extreme bursts, 
Capricorn. One minute you may 
be lethargic and the next you’re 
ready to run a marathon. Engage 
in activities that nurture your 
luctuating moods. There’s no 

need to igure out why you feel 
this way. The key is to identify 
these feelings and act according-
ly. Plan how you want to use your 
energy when it does come. Misdi-
rected action may prove harmful.  
AQUARIUS: You might want 
to put on your suit of armor as 
soon as you wake up, Aquarius. 
An all-out battle is raging out 
there, and it could seem like 

everyone has picked you as the 
main target. Be careful about 
escalating an issue even more 
by becoming defensive with-
out irst understanding the full 
scope of the matter. It could be 
that everything is coming to 
a head simply because of one 
slight misunderstanding.    
PISCES: Debates over philoso-
phy, religion, and education are 
likely to turn into all-out war. 
Feel free to add your two cents, 
Pisces. This is one time in which 
it’s crucial to stand up for what 
you believe or else the loudest 
people will have their way. If 
there is a protest going on, join 
it. If there is an article in the 
newspaper you disagree with, 
write a letter to the editor. Speak 
your mind.
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MATCHA TIME: Twilight actress Kristen Stewart shows off 
her toned abs while enjoying an iced beverage in sunny L.A.

M , M  10 (PTI): Actor Ir-
rfan Khan’s wife producer Sutapa 
Sikdar today said her “warrior” hus-
band is ighting every obstacle in 
the path to recovery and hopes he 
would emerge a winner after their 
struggles are over.

Ever since the 51-year-old ac-
tor announced that he was suffer-
ing from a “rare disease”, rumours 
started circulating that he has brain 
cancer and has been admitted to 
Kokilaben Hospital here.

The speculation was quashed by 
both Irrfan’s team and hospital au-
thorities.

The actor had said he would 
share details when there was a con-

clusive diagnosis.
Thanking well-wishers in a 

Facebook post, Sutapa said her 
prime focus as of now was to sup-
port her husband in devising “strat-
egies of the battle ield which I have 
to conquer”.

“My best friend and my partner 
is a ‘warrior’ he is ighting every ob-
stacle with tremendous grace and 
beauty. I apologise for not answering 
calls messages, but I want all of you 
to know I am truly humbled indebt-
ed for ever for the wishes prayers 
and concern from all over the world.

“I am grateful to God and my 
partner for making me a warrior 
too. I am at present focused in the 

strategies of the battle ield which I 
have to conquer. It wasn’t and isn’t 
and is not going to be easy but the 
hope ignited by the magnitude of 
family, friends and fans of Irrfan 
has made me only optimistic and al-
most sure of the victory,” she wrote.

Sutapa, who has produced Ir-
rfan’s ilms such as “Madaari” and 
“Qarib Qarib Singlle”, implored 
people not to “waste our precious 
energies” in speculating about the 
actor’s illness. She, instead, request-
ed them to pray for his well-being.

“I know curiosity germinates 
from concern but let’s turn our 
curiosity from what it is to what it 
should be... Let’s not waste our pre-

cious energies to only know what it 
is and just prey to make it what it 
should be.

“My humble request to all of you 
is to concentrate on the song of life, 
to dance of life to victory. My family 
will soon join in this dance of life,” 
she wrote.

On the work front, Irrfan’s next 
release is “Blackmail”, which is 
scheduled to arrive in theatres on 
April 6. The ilm, directed by Abhi-
nay Deo, also stars Kirti Kulhari and 
Divya Dutta in key roles.

Filmmaker Vishal Bhardwaj has 
put his next with Irrfan and Deepi-
ka Padukone on hold due to the ill 
health of the lead actors.

Not easy but almost sure of victory: Sutapa Sikdar on Irrfan Khan’s health

America’s former irst couple is re-
portedly in talks with the stream-
ing service for a deal that would 
see them produce shows.

Barack and Michelle Obama are re-
portedly negotiating a deal to pro-

duce shows for Net lix.
Net lix would pay the former irst 

couple for exclusive content, with the 
number of episodes and formats yet to 
be decided, according to the New York 
Times, which described talks as “ad-
vanced”.

The shows would give Mr Obama, 
who was US president for eight years 
until Donald Trump took over after 
the 2016 election, an un iltered way of 
talking to the public.

He already has an audience on Twit-
ter, where he has 101 million followers, 
and Facebook, with 55 million.

He would not use the shows to re-
spond to Mr Trump or his conservative 
critics, however.

Eric Schultz, a senior adviser to the 
former president, told the newspaper: 

“Throughout their lives, they have lift-
ed up stories of people whose efforts to 
make a difference are quietly changing 
the world for the better.

“As they consider their future per-
sonal plans, they continue to explore 
new ways to help others tell and share 
their stories.”Among the issues close to 
the former president’s heart are health 
care, voting rights, foreign policy and cli-

mate change; while the former irst lady 
championed the importance of nutrition 
during her time in the White House.

It has not been revealed how much 
the Obamas might be paid for their in-
volvement.

The New York Times also reported 
that Apple and Amazon have shown in-
terest in content deals with the couple.

Obamas to be the next Net lix reality stars

The irst look of Varun Dhawan’s much-awaited project with Shoojit 
Sircar – October is inally out. The actor took to his social media 

handles to share his irst look from the ilm. The ilm marks the debut 
of newcomer Banita Sandhu and the chemistry between the two in the 
released stills looks quite promising. 

Sharing his irst look from the ilm, Varun wrote, “#OctoberFirst-
Look. October will live with you forever.@ShoojitSircar @ronnielahiri 
@writeonj @BanitaSandhu.”

In the still, Varun is seen lying down on grass with lowers around him 
lost in deep thought. He’s seen wearing a checkered shirt with sweater. 
He’s also seen launting a beard. It appears that Varun’s character in the 
ilm is something fans have not seen before. The ilm’s release date has 

also been announced, October is slated to hit the screens on April 13.
Drilling his actors to bring out the best performances from them 

is something Shoojit Sircar is apparently known for. Talking about the 
same, Shoojit told a daily, “Yes, I usually do this with many of my actors. 
I used this during Pink as well. A couple of scenes with Varun required 
extensive emotional outbursts. It was a performance that needed him 
to appear quite exhausted. People needed to see depth in his overall de-
meanor, coupled with a tired voice. So, I asked him not to sleep a night 
prior to that scene.”

Produced by Ronnie Lahiri and Sheel Kumar, October stars Varun 
Dhawan and Banita Sandhu in the lead roles.

VARUN DHAWAN STARRER ‘OCTOBER’ FIRST LOOK REVEALED 

Snapchat takes notes from Instagram 
Stories with new tagging feature

Bajrangi Bhaijaan proves to 
be a roaring success in China

China has emerged as an important over-
seas market for Bollywood in recent times. 

Aamir Khan’s ilms like Dangal and Secret Su-
perstar shattered box-of ice records in China 
and have already made him a popular star in 
the country. China is an important territory to 
make Bollywood globally renowned. Following 
the footsteps of Aamir Khan, Salman Khan re-
leased Bajrangi Bhaijaan in China. The ilm has 
received a phenomenal response from the au-
dience of the country and has already become 
part of the 100-crore club there. Currently, the 
ilm’s box-of ice igures stand at INR 117.49 

crore. The ilm was released in China with a ti-
tle that translates to ‘Little Lolita Monkey God’.

Per trade analysts, the ilm has formed an 

emotional connect with the audience, which is 
the main reason for its huge box-of ice num-
bers. They also added that Bajrangi Bhaijaan 
has no signs of slowing down and is expected 
to cross INR 150 crore by the second weekend 
since the ilm’s release. Bajrangi Bhaijaan had 
the largest release in China for a Bollywood 
ilm so far with the movie releasing in 8000 

screens across the country.
Adding the Chinese collections, the ilm 

has earned a total of INR 740 crore worldwide. 
Making it Salman’s highest grossing ilm to 
date. The ilm was produced by Salman Khan 
Films along with Eros International. Bajrangi 
Bhaijaan is a story about a Pakistani girl, who 
comes to India for treatment and unfortunate-
ly gets left behind. She has nobody to help her 
until she meets Pawan Kumar Chaturvedi (Sal-
man Khan), an extremely religious Hindu and 
an ardent devotee of Hanuman. 


