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Y , N  2 (AP): Aung 
San Suu Kyi made her irst 
visit as Myanmar’s leader to-
day to the con lict-torn region 
where more than half a million 
Rohingya Muslims have led 
state-led violence that has spi-
raled into Asia’s worst refugee 
crisis in decades.

Her visit to Rakhine state 
comes as Suu Kyi is under in-
tense international scrutiny 
for her response to the exodus, 
which the U.N. has called “eth-
nic cleansing,” and as her gov-
ernment said it is working on 
a plan to repatriate those who 
led to Bangladesh.

Suu Kyi arrived in the state 
capital, Sittwe, in the morning 
and headed to restive north-
ern Rakhine where many Ro-
hingya villages were located. 
During a 2015 election cam-
paign, she visited southern Ra-
khine, where there hasn’t been 
much con lict.

“The state counselor just 
arrived but she is heading to 
Maungdaw, northern Rakh-
ine, with the state of icials,” 
said Tin Maung Swe, a deputy 

director of the Rakhine gov-
ernment, using Suu Kyi’s of i-
cial title.

Government spokesman 
Zaw Htay would not release Suu 
Kyi’s plans for the trip until later 
because of security concerns.

More than 600,000 Ro-
hingya Muslims have led to 

Bangladesh since Aug. 25, 
when security forces in Bud-
dhist-majority Myanmar be-
gan what they called “clear-
ance operations” in response 
to deadly attacks on police 
outposts by insurgents.

The campaign has includ-
ed the burning of Rohingya 

villages and alleged wide-
spread rights violations.

Fleeing Rohingya have de-
scribed arson, rape and shoot-
ings by Myanmar soldiers and 
Buddhist mobs that left them 
no option but to make the 
dangerous and sometimes 
deadly journey through jun-

gles and by sea to Bangladesh.
The exodus has slowed 

at some points but has not 
stopped.

Today morning, at least 
2,000 terri ied and starving 
Rohingya huddled in rice 
paddy ields near one border 
crossing on the Naf river. They 
had waited for more than 24 
hours for permission to en-
ter Bangladesh and spent the 
night in the muddy ields.

The global image of Suu 
Kyi, a Nobel Peace laureate, 
has been damaged by the 
crisis and she has come un-
der intense criticism to do 
more to end the violence and 
condemn those responsible. 
Several fellow peace prize 
winners have publicly con-
demned Suu Kyi for what they 
see as her apparent indiffer-
ence to the plight of the Ro-
hingya.

Though Suu Kyi has been 
the de facto head of Myan-
mar’s civilian government 
since her party swept elec-
tions in 2015, the former 
political prisoner is limited 

in her control of the country 
by a constitution written by 
the military junta that ruled 
Myanmar for decades. The 
military has effective veto 
power over all legislation and 
controls key ministries in-
cluding those overseeing se-
curity and defense.

The military is in charge of 
operations in northern Rakh-
ine, and ending them is not up 
to Suu Kyi.

Even when Suu Kyi has 
spoken on the issue, she has 
drawn criticism. In a Septem-
ber speech, her irst public 
comments after the current 
crisis began, she asked for pa-
tience from the international 
community and suggested the 
refugees were partly respon-
sible, saying more than half 
of the Rohingya villages had 
not been destroyed by the vi-
olence.

Suu Kyi faces a poten-
tial domestic backlash if she 
speaks on behalf of the Ro-
hingya, who have been the 
target of anti- Muslim rheto-

Suu Kyi visits Myanmar region torn by Rohingya con lict
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HIGHEST NUMBER 
OF CANDIDATES 
PER ZILLA IN 
WEST SIKKIM

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 02 N :

The 2017 Panchayat elec-
tions will see approximate-

ly 3 candidates ighting for 
each of the 26 Zilla Panchayat 

seats going to poll on Friday 
in West Sikkim, the highest 
number of candidates per seat 
among the districts. There are 
70 candidates in the fray for 
Zilla Panchayat election in the 
district.  West has 31 Zillas out 
of which 05 seats went to SDF 
candidates uncontested. 

In South Sikkim, 57 candi-
dates will be battling it out for 
the 21 Zilla Panchayat seats. 
Seven SDF candidates have al-

ready won uncontested in the 
district. 

Out of the 32 Zilla Pancha-
yat seats in East Sikkim, 08 
went to SDF candidates uncon-
tested. For the remaining 24 
seats there are 73 candidates.

For North Sikkim, 28 can-
didates are in the fray for the 
13 Zilla Panchayat seats while 
07 seats have been won by SDF 
uncontested.  

For the Gram Panchayat 

election, there are 443 candi-
dates for the 211 seats in West 
while South Sikkim has 288 
candidates for 135 seats. 

There are 285 candidates 
for the 132 Gram Panchayat 
seats in East Sikkim while 46 
candidates are in the fray for 
the 22 Gram Panchayat seats 
in North Sikkim.

SDF has won uncontest-
ed in 136 Gram Panchayats in 
West, 148 in South, 163 in East 

and 90 in North Sikkim.
West has 84607 voters out 

of which 40826 are female and 
43781 are male. In East there 
are 95135 voters, of which 
46651 are female and 48484 
are male. 

In South, there are 72088 
voters out of which 34982 are 
female and 37106 are male. In 
North Sikkim, there are 11255 
voters out of which 5426 are 
female and 5829 are male.

2.63 lakh voters to seal fate of
1,290 candidates today

G , 02 N  (IPR): 
A daylong ield visit was 
organized by Agriculture 
and Horticulture Depart-
ment for the seven-mem-
ber delegation from In-
ternational Federation 
of Organic Agriculture 
Movement (IFOAM).

IFOAM delegates vis-
ited various places of 
organic farming such as 
Saramsa, Radang, Budang 
Central Pendam of East 
Sikkim including Food 
Preservation Factory, Sik-
kim Supreme, today. 

In the morning, the 
delegates visited Saram-
sa organic farming ield 
and inspected ields of 
leafy vegetables, paddy, 
manufacturing of organic 
pesticides, etc.

During their visit, Di-
rector, FSAD Department, 
Kiran Pradhan explained 
about the fertilizer Pan-
chakavya and its prepa-
ration and how it is being 
used in farming in Sikkim. 
Organic farming involves 
growing and nurturing 

crops without the use of 
chemical fertilizers and 
pesticides, he added.

The objective of the 
visit was to learn about 
the methods of Organic 
Farming in Sikkim and 
to study the processing 
activities, the methods of 

propagation of different 
fruit crops and to have 
an understanding of the 
economic activities of 
a processing plant. The 
delegates also saw how 
mixed cropping is done.

Secretary, Horticul-
ture Department, Khorlo 

Bhutia, Director, Kiran 
Pradhan and other senior 
of icials shared details 
about organic farming 
and its various methods. 
Further the delegates 
were informed about the 
importance of organic 
farming, packaging prac-

tices of various crops and 
also about its production.

In the afternoon, the 
delegates visited Food 
Preservation Factory, 
Sikkim Supreme and Bu-
dang Organic Farms.

Farmers and villagers 

IFOAM delegates visit organic
farming sites in East Sikkim

Nepal polls: 
Deuba, 
Prachanda 
ile 

nomination 
for second 
phase
K , N  2 (PTI): 
Nepal Prime Minister Sher 
Bahadur Deuba and for-
mer premier Prachanda 
today iled their nomina-
tions for the second phase 
of the parliamentary and 
provincial polls scheduled 
to be held in 45 districts on 
December 7.

Deuba, also the pres-
ident of the ruling Nepali 
Congress, iled his nom-
ination for a parliamen-
tary seat from his home 
district Dadeldhura in far 
west Nepal. He would be 
contesting the election 
for the sixth time from 
the same constituency.

CPN-UML chief, KP 
Oli iled his nomination 
from Jhapa district con-
stituency No 5, situated 
in eastern Nepal.

Prachanda, CPN-Mao-
ist Centre chief, iled his 
candidacy from Chitawan 
district constituency No 
3 situated in central Ne-
pal while former Prime 
Minister and CPN-UML 
senior leader Madhav 
Kumar Nepal ielded his 
papers from Kathmandu 
constituency No 2.

Apart from the prom-
inent leaders, other can-
didates also iled their 
nominations, between 10 
am and 5 pm.

“The candidates reg-
istered their candidacy 
at the of ices of the chief 
returning of icers and 
the returning of icers in 
their constituencies in a 
peaceful manner today, 
an Election Commission 
spokesperson said.

On October 22, can-
didates had iled their 
nomination papers for 
the irst phase of polls 
scheduled to take place 
on November 26.

Another senior lead-
er of UML Jhalanath Kha-
nal ielded his candidacy 
from Ilam constituency 
No 1 in eastern Nepal, 
while Nepali Congress 
general secretary Sha-
shanka Koirala ield-
ed his candidacy from 
Nawalparasi 1.

G , 02 N  [IPR]: 
Sikkim State Coopera-
tive Union (SICUN) in 
partnership with Sikkim 
Entrepreneurs Organiza-
tion (SEO) is organizing a 
two-day event ‘Kanchan 
Panda Startup Fest 2017’ 
on 24-25 Nov, a press re-
lease informs.  

The event is being or-
ganised to bring togeth-
er aspiring, established 
and eager entrepreneurs 
from Sikkim, both rural 
and urban, and provide 
them a platform to inter-
act with the stakeholders, 
thought leaders, indus-
trialists and academia 
to exchange views, opin-
ions and insights about 
investment, innovation 
and creation of lucrative 
business ventures. 

The KP-Fest draws 
its inspiration from the 
Chief Minister’s Youth 
Empowerment & Self-Re-
liant Mission. 

“The two-day event 
will help the participants 
get access to mentoring, 
handholding, product 
and service assessment, 
customer market and 

funding. The immediate 
result expected out of the 
event is to understand 
the impact of Start-Ups 
on the social and eco-
nomic wellbeing of the 
State,” reads the release. 

Principal Economic 
Adviser, Ministry of Fi-
nance, Government of 
India, Sanjeev Sanyal, 
Accel’s key member who 
has led investments in 
BookMyShow, Holiday-
IQ, PropTiger, Prashant 
Prakash, Founder and 
CEO of ishippo.com, Kar-
ma Bhutia, Founder of 
Padup Venture, Pankaj 
Thakar, SHEROES found-
er, Sairee Chahal and 
Professor of Economics 
at the South Asian In-
stitue of Management, 
Nepal and the former Fi-
nance Minister of Nepal, 
Madhukar Shamser Rana 
are some of the keynote 
speakers announced for 
the event. 

Online registrations 
for the fest are open and 
the interested partici-
pants are directed to reg-
ister on www.kanchan-
panda.com for free.

Kanchan Panda,
Sikkim’s irst entrepreneur

fest coming up in 
end-Nov

Education body demands roll
back of GST on sector

N  D , N  2 (PTI): A private body represent-
ing education sector stakeholders has approached 
the government demanding rollback of GST applied 
on various service providers in the sector.

The Education Promotion Society for India said 
there were serious implications of GST being imposed 
on several on-campus outsourced services like trans-
portation, security, hostels mess and canteen, train-
ing, medical, shops and admission- related services.

In a memorandum submitted to Finance Minister 
Arun Jaitley, it said the levy of GST on outsourced ser-
vices in many cases will be detrimental to the quality 
of higher education.

“The higher educational institutions will be forced 
to stop outsourcing and do it in-house that will ulti-
mately impact their delivery of quality education as 
they deviate from their core focus of providing edu-
cation,” it added.
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N , 02 N  [IPR]: 
Polling materials for the 
polling teams of 233 poll-
ing stations under South 
District were dispatched 
from the strong room lo-
cated in Namchi Senior 
Secondary School audi-
torium today.

The dispatch proce-
dure was overlooked by 
General Election Observ-
er (South), Tshewang 
Gyachho, Returning Of-
icer (RO), Raj Yadav, 

Assistant Returning Of-
icers, Benu Gurung, BC 

Rai, Sunil Mothey along-

side sector magistrates 
and election agents.

RO (South) reiterated 
that the poll timings for 
the voters has been noti-
ied by the Sikkim State 

Election Commission 
(SSEC) from 08 a.m. to 04 
p.m. and the Presiding Of-

icers will conduct a mock 
poll at 7 a.m. on the poll-
ing day, one hour prior to 
the poll in their respective 
polling stations which he 
stressed is ‘a mandatory 
procedure for the of icer’.

Also the candidates 
and their election agents 

are directed to be present 
for the mock poll in their 
respective polling sta-
tions at 6.30 a.m. on 03 
Nov. Special provisions 
and special measures 
have also been taken for 
the 16 sensitive polling 
booths of South Sikkim. 

Polling essentials dispatched in South Sikkim

WANGCHUK BHUTIA
M , 02 N :

The presiding and 
polling of icers today 

left for their respective 
polling stations from Zil-
la Bhawan in Mangan, 
North Sikkim for the Pan-
chayat election sched-
uled to be held on Friday.

In North, 13 Zilla Ter-
ritorial Constituencies 
and 22 Gram Panchayat 

Wards are scheduled to 
go to poll. 

A team of engineers 
from Electronics Corpora-
tion of India Limited [ECIL] 
were present on the spot to 
test the dispatched EVMs. 
General Observer [North], 
Sonam Y Lepcha and Re-
turning Of icer [North], 
Karma R Bonpo were also 
present to oversee the dis-
patch process.

Polling of icers
leave for respective 

stations in North 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 02 N :

Sikkim Against Addiction 
Towards Healthy India 

(SAATHI), a project initiative 
under Chief Minister’s Youth 
Empowerment Mission, 2013 
wrapped up its three-day long 
refresher offsite training camp 
for the year 2017-18 today, a 

press release informs. 
Hundred students from 

Tadong Senior Secondary School, 
Deorali Senior Secondary School, 
Bojoghari Senior Secondary 
School, Modern Senior Second-
ary School, Kalzang Gyatso Senior 
Secondary School Kabi, Mangan 
Senior Secondary Schools, Sing-
tam Senior Secondary School, Bi-

raspati Parsai Senior Secondary 
School Ranipool, Sir Tashi Namg-
yal Senior Secondary School and 
West Point Senior Secondary 
School attended the camp.

SAATHI conducted the resi-
dential camps at the Indian Hi-
malayan Centre for Adventure 
and Eco-Tourism (IHCAE) in 
Chemchey, South Sikkim. The 

students were accompanied by 
the teacher coordinators of the 
respective schools and also the 
SAATHI project team.

Various motivational and 
technical sessions on drugs 
along with learning based fun 
and physical activities were 
conducted with the students, in-
forms the release.

SAATHI offsite training camp concludes at Chemchey 

G , 02 N  [IPR]: 
Electronic Voting Ma-
chines (EVMs) and elec-
tion materials for East 
District were distributed 
to the polling parties to-
day at Modern Senior Sec-
ondary School, Tathangc-
hen. General Observer, 
Rinzing Chewang Bhutia 
was present during the 
dispatch process. 
The elections for the Zil-
la Panchayats and Gram 

Panchayats shall be con-
tested at 24 Territorial 
Constituencies and 132 
Gram Panchayat Wards. 
235 polling stations 
have been arranged for 
the poll which shall be 
held on Friday from 08 
a.m. to 04 p.m. The total 
number of electors for 
the Panchayat Elections 
in the district is 95135 
comprising of 48,484 
male and 46,651 female 

electors.
1,300 polling person-

nel have been deputed 
for the elections. More-
over, 571 Police Person-
nel have been deployed 
for polling duty and to 
ensure law and order 
during the election. 

560 postal ballots 
for Zilla Panchayat Ter-
ritorial Constituencies 
and 399 postal ballots 
for Gram Panchayat 

Wards have been re-
ceived at the Drop Box-
es kept at Modern Se-
nior Secondary School, 
Tathangchen. 

Further, the govern-
ment servants who have 
not collected their post-
al ballots are directed 
to collect the same from 
the Modern Senior Sec-
ondary School, Tathang-
chen positively on 03 
Nov. 

Election essentials dispatched in East
G , 02 N  
[IPR]: Returning Of i-
cer [West], Kapil Meena 
along with the Assistant 
Returning Of icers of the 
district directed the safe 
dispatch of Electronic 
Voting Machines [EVMs] 

for the Panchayat elec-
tion on Friday. 

After the dispatch 
process the election of i-
cials were briefed by Ad-
ditional District Collector 
[West], Hondala Gyaltsen 

regarding proper iling 
procedures and ile keep-
ing process which is to be 
done from Friday. The of-
icial casting of vote will 

take place from 08 a.m. 
till 04 p.m. 

All the Sector Mag-

istrates have been di-
rected by the Returning 
Officer, West to sub-
mit the report on the 
successful delivery of 
EVMs at the designated 
polling stations of the 
district.

West Election Of icials dispatch EVMs
to respective polling stations

GAC iles 
police 
complaint 
against CM
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 02 N :

Gorkha Apex Com-
mittee [GAC] today 

lodged a police complaint 
against Chief Minister 
Pawan Chamling here at 
Sadar Police Station. 

GAC has accused the 
Sikkim Democratic Front 
president of threatening 
Independent candidates 
contesting the Pancha-
yat elections and also 
levelled charges of abet-
ment to suicide against 
Mr Chamling. 

Chief convenor of 
GAC, Passang Sherpa, 
told media persons to-
day that the police com-
plaints were based in the 
CM’s address at Makha 
on 30 Oct.

He also showed a vid-
eo clip of the purported 
address and informed 
that GAC has already 
written to the State Elec-
tion Commission, Home 
Ministry and National 
Human Rights Commis-
sion about the same. 

GAC has also de-
manded a public apology 
from the CM. 

Three parked 
vehicles 
vandalized 
at Singtam
YOGEN THATAL
S , 02 N :

Some unknown miscre-
ants vandalized three 

vehicles parked near Lal 
Bazaar in Singtam on 
Wednesday night.

One Bolero, an SUV 
and a local taxi have re-
portedly been vandal-
ized by the miscreants. 
A report has been iled 
at Singtam Police Station. 
Efforts are being made 
by the authorities to 
trace the culprits.

ric. Many people agree 
with the of icial govern-
ment stance that there is 
no such ethnicity as Ro-
hingya and that those in 
the country have illegally 
migrated from Bangladesh.

Though Rohingya 
irst arrived generations 

ago, they were stripped 
of their citizenship in 
1982, denying them al-
most all rights and ren-
dering them stateless. 
They cannot travel freely, 
practice their religion, or 
work as teachers or doc-
tors, and they have little 
access to medical care, 
food or education.

Myanmar’s backers 
globally have also had 
to tread carefully, not 
wanting to undermine 
Suu Kyi’s weak civilian 
government at a time 
when the country is just 
emerging from decades 
of authoritarian rule. Still, 
counties such as the U.S. 
have warned Myanmar 
about potential repercus-
sions if it doesn’t address 
the crisis, including the 
risk of attracting interna-
tional terrorists, scaring 
off investment, and ulti-
mately stunting its transi-
tion to democracy.

The government said 
Tuesday that it is ready 

to repatriate Rohingya 
who had led, but blamed 
Bangladesh for slowing 
the process.

“We are ready to accept 
the refugees and to start a 
veri ication and scrutiny 
process, but we have not 
reached an agreement 
with the Bangladeshi au-
thorities for repatriation,” 
said Zaw Htay, the govern-
ment spokesman.

He said those who 
could prove they were 
residents of Myanmar 
would be allowed to re-
turn. Many Rohingya have 
no identity documents.

Ali Hossain, a top gov-
ernment administrator in 
Bangladesh’s Cox’s Bazar 
district, said yesterday 
that Bangladesh is doing 
“more than enough” to 
help the refugees, and 
placed the blame for de-
lays in the repatriation 
process on Myanmar.

“Myanmar is talking 
about repatriation but 
more and more people are 
still being forced to come 
to Bangladesh,” he said.

“There is a situation 
in Myanmar. We know 
that, the whole world 
knows that.”

“Bangladesh is not 
playing any tricks here. 
We are doing our best,” 
he said.

Suu Kyi visits Myanmar
region torn...

contd from pg01
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Temp: 23°C /09°C
Forecast: Mostly 
sunny and pleasant.
Sunrise: 05:47 AM
Sunset: 4:51 PM

Contd from pg01

CONTACT

 Summit TIMES
REPORTERS 
NAMCHI
9832048410,
9775736596 
SINGTAM
7699771651

MANGAN/ 
DIKCHU

9832612485/
9434011213

SILIGURI
9609066814

DARJEELING
9434121862
GANGTOK
8016270440,
9832082664,
9832424750

NOTICE
SUBJECT– SIX WEEKS DURATION SHORT TERM INTENSIVE 

COURSE IN BUDDHIST STUDIES
The Namgyal Institute of Tibetology will be conducting 6 (six) weeks 

duration Short Term Intensive courses in English on the following subject 
matters:

a) Tibetan/Himalayan Buddhist Art and Architecture –
Resource person : Mr. Pranshu Samdarshi
With eff ect from 26th December, 2017 (day class)

b) Shaytrin (Nagarjuna’s letter to a friend) –
Resource Person : Khenpo Chowang
With eff ect from 1st March, 2018 from 4.30 – 6.00 pm.

All those interested candidates who are registered college students 
or graduates in any discipline may submit their application to the Joint 
Director, Namgyal Institute of Tibetology on or before 27th November, 
2017 duly indicating the subject of their choice and paying the requisite 
registration fee of Rs.700/-. The application must be accompanied by 
authentic documents to prove their qualifi cation for the course. Online 
application will also be accepted subject to submission of scanned cop-
ies of their qualifi cation certifi cates and on payment of registration fee in 
the offi  ce of the Joint Director prior to taking admission.

For syllabus content and application form, kindly check on the NIT 
website- www.tibetology.net.

Sd/- JOINT DIRECTOR,
NAMGYAL INSTITUTE OF TIBETOLOGY,

GANGTOK – SIKKIM (INDIA)
Ph. No. +91 3592 280822: (Mob) +91 9832031614

Email: directornitsikkim@gmail.com
Website: - www.tibetology.net.

NAMGYAL INSTITUTE OF TIBETOLOGY
Gangtok, Sikkim

Ph: (03592) 281525 / 280822

Kolkata 
Metro has 
Feb 2018 
date with 
advanced 
Chinese trains
N  D , N  2 
(PTI): Come February, 
the commuters of Kolk-
ata Metro would inally 
get a taste of travelling 
in the most advanced 
coaches they have seen, 
with China-made rakes 
making their way into 
the 'City of Joy', a senior 
railways of icial said.

Imported at a cost 
of Rs 7.1 lakh per coach 
from the China Railway 
Rolling Stock Corp. Ltd 
(CRRC), the city would 
get 14 trains with a total 
of 112 coaches, he told 
PTI.

This means Kolkata 
Metro will soon be able 
to shed its non-AC rakes, 
at least in the existing 
north-south corridor.

"These will be state-
of-the-art AC coaches 
with comfortable seating 
and much like the metro 
trains run by the DMRC 
in Delhi. They will also 
have CCTV cameras," said 
the of icial.

Real-time footage 
from the coaches will be 
visible to the motorman, 
who will monitor it on a 
console. This would en-
able him to act swiftly in 
case of any disturbance 
in the coaches, of icials 
said.

The coaches would 
be itted with 30-tonne 
air conditioners, instead 
of the existing 22-tonne 
machines.

The commuters will 
also be able to communi-
cate with the motorman 
during an emergency 
through eight talk-back 
units.

Once operational, the 
trains will replace the old 
ones, which have been 
running for over three 
decades in Kolkata's 
27.22-km-long south-
north subway line.

As many as 300 Kolk-
ata Metro services ferry 
over 6,50,000 commut-
ers on a daily basis, mak-
ing it the second-busiest 
metro system in India 
after Delhi.

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 02 NOV:

Sikkim Manipal Universi-
ty has announced that it 

is awarding Sikkim Univer-
sity’s Assistant Professor, 
Department of Computer 
Applications, Rebika Rai 
with a Doctor of Philoso-
phy [PhD] degree for her 
thesis on ‘Improved Meth-
odology for Classifying Im-
agery Using Swarm Com-
puting Techniques,’ a press 
release from the university 
informs.

The research was car-
ried out under the guid-
ance of Sikkim Manipal 
Institute of Technology 
[SMIT] Professor and 
Head of Department, 
Department of Comput-
er Applications, Dr Rati-
ka Pradhan, and former 
SMIT Dean [Academics], 
Dr Mrinal Kanti Ghose. 

“Ms Rai has success-
fully defended her work 
on 30 Oct and has been 
recommended for an 
award of Doctor of Phi-
losophy degree by the 
Board of Examiners of 
Sikkim Manipal Universi-
ty,” reads the release.

During her research 
Ms Rai worked on pro-
cessing various images 
using the swarm behav-
ior of ants, bees and birds 
using Swarm Computing 
Techniques. 

Born to Santaman 
Rai and Bela Pradhan 
of Setipool, Saramsa, 
East Sikkim, Ms Rai did 
her schooling from Holy 
Cross School, Tadong. She 
completed her B.E (Bach-
elor’s of Engineering) in 
Department of Computer 
Science and Engineering 
from Amravati Universi-

ty, Maharashtra; M.Tech 
(Master’s of Technology) 
in Department of Com-
puter Science and Engi-
neering from Sikkim Ma-
nipal University. 

She has been a univer-
sity topper at Amravati 
University, Maharashtra 
and was awarded with 
National Merit Scholar-
ship framed by Ministry 
of Human Resource De-
velopment, Department 
of Secondary and Higher 
Education, Government 
of India for her postgrad-
uate studies in 2006.

She is the author of 
the ‘Open Source Hard-
ware: An Introductory 
Approach’ and has pub-
lished numerous research 
papers in various interna-
tional journals and con-
ferences. Her research 
areas include image pro-
cessing, soft computing, 
database and robotics. 

Ms Rai will be award-
ed with the PhD degree 
on the next convocation 
ceremony of Sikkim Ma-
nipal University. 

Prior to working with 
Sikkim University, she 
was working as an As-
sistant Professor in the 
Department of Computer 
Science and Engineering, 
SMIT, Majitar.

SMU Prof awarded
PhD degree

SAGAR CHETTRI
G , 02 N :

Sikkim Aakraman Foot-
ball Club is all set to or-

ganize its irst ever fund 
raising event here in the 
capital this month. The 
club is organizing a grand 
musical event, Autumn 
Ball, on 11 Nov here at 
Thuendel Food and Spir-
its at Lower Burtuk. 

The main attraction 
of the event is ‘Vetrock 
2017’, which will feature 
performances by the irst 
three rock bands of Sik-
kim once again after a 
gap of many decades. The 
event also has a series of 
performances by popu-
lar bands and artists of 
Sikkim and a felicitation 
programme.

The event was an-
nounced by Sikkim 
Aakraman Football Club 
during a press confer-
ence here today which 
was addressed by its 
co-founder, Sonam 
Gyaltsen Tenzing, pres-
ident, Jigmee Singye, 
general secretary, Karma 
Tshering and manager, 
Khituk Tongden. 

The club was estab-
lished in 2013 and has 
already impressed people 
with its performances in 
various tournaments in 
and outside the State. Sik-
kim Aakraman FC is also 
the Senior Division League 
champions of 2016.

“We are targeting 
the masses with a very 
impressive line-up of 

musical performances 
by some of the talented 
artists of the State,” Mr 
Tenzing said. 

He informed that the 
main attraction of the 
event was ‘Vetrock 2017, 
which will feature per-
formances from Sikkim’s 
irst rock bands, The Or-

chids, Flickers and De-
wan Brothers. He stated 
that the event is a rare 
opportunity to witness 
the reunion of the old-
est rock bands of Sikkim 
once again.

The event will have 
performances by Bam-
boo Groove, a group of 
artists from Sikkim and 
Darjeeling. The stage 
will also be shared by 
Sikkim’s Lepcha band, 

So iyum and local artists, 
Tshering Leizum, Neha & 
Smyrna and Sonam Gay-
chen Wangdi followed by 
other activities.

“Another attraction of 
the event is the felicita-
tion of The Orchids, Flick-
ers and Dewan Brothers 
for their contribution to 
the music scene in Sik-
kim. The club will also 
felicitate Asian medal-
ists, HT Basi [Jerry Basi], 
Thupten Rapgyal Bhutia 
and Karma P Bhutia for 
their contributions to-
wards football,” informs 
Sikkim Aakraman FC 
president, Mr Singye.

He stated that the 
main objective of the 
event is to spread aware-
ness especially among 

the elderly, on their role 
and support for the de-
velopment of sports in 
the State. 

“There are many tal-
ented and skilful foot-
ballers in the State. They 
just need proper support 
and guidance from us. It 
is also an attempt to en-
courage people of all age 
groups to come together 
in support of the State 
football teams,” he said.

Mr Singye stated that 
Sikkim Aakraman FC is a 
self sustained club so the 
event aims to raise funds 
to further promote Sik-
kim football and footbal-
lers. He added that the 
club has decided to orga-
nize the event annually 
from now onwards.

Sikkim Aakraman Football Club to 
host a fund raising musical gala

of Budang welcomed the 
delegates and provided 
information about the 
organic farming farms. 
Discussions and inter-
active session were held 
with the foreign dele-
gates about the process 
of organic farming.

The ield visit also 
saw a cultural pro-
gramme organized by 
the farmers of Budang 
followed by cultural pro-
grammes of different Sik-

kimese communities. 
The delegates also vis-

ited the Food Preservation 
Factory (Sikkim Supreme) 
at Singtam which is the 
only Organic Food Pro-
cessing Unit and which 
produces high quality bot-
tled products direct from 
the gardens of nature. 

The ield visit was 
a successful and infor-
mative one and had the 
presence of other senior 
of icials from the con-
cerned Departments.

IFOAM delegates visit
organic farming sites in

East Sikkim...

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 02 N : Hard 
rock sensation, Gir-
ish and The Chronicles 
(GATC), is all set to per-
form at the 04th edition 
of North East Festival, be-
ing held at Indira Gandhi 
National Centre for the 
Arts in New Delhi, from 
03-05 Nov. The band 
from Sikkim currently 
based in Bangalore will 
be headlining the second 
day of the three-day fes-
tival. 

The band has already 
been a part of this festi-
val, consecutively for the 
past two years, and this 
is the third time that the 
band is being featured as 
the headlining act. 

The festival will fea-
ture many artists, repre-
senting various states of 
the North East. Display 
of different cuisines, art 
works, short ilms etc. 

will also be a part of the 
festival. 

The frontman of the 
band, Girish Pradhan 
recently featured with 
renowned guitar player, 
Baiju Dharmajan, at the 
NH7 Weekender event 
held at Meghalaya and 
shared the stage with 
legendary guitarist Steve 

Vai. 
GATC is currently re-

cording their second al-
bum, after the release of 
their irst album ‘Back on 
Earth’ in 2014. They are 
planning to complete the 
production by December, 
which will be followed by 
the release and promo-
tional tours. 

GATC set to perform for 3rd 
time at NE Fest in Delhi N  D , N  2 (PTI): 

President Ram Nath Kov-
ind today warned that 
India was staring at a 
possible mental health 
epidemic and said over 
90 per cent of those af-
fected by mental health 
issues do not receive the 
required medical care.

While inaugurating 
the World Congress of 
Mental Health here, the 
president quoted World 
Health Organisation 
(WHO) igures to state 
that India has one of the 
highest prevalence of 
mental illnesses globally.

“Our National Men-
tal Health Survey, 2016 
found that close to 14 per 
cent of India’s population 
required active mental 
health interventions. 
About two per cent suf-
fered from severe mental 
disorders,” Kovind said.

Nearly two hundred 
thousand Indians take 
their own lives each year 

and if data for attempted 
suicide was included the 
number went up sub-
stantially, he added.

The president warned 
that India was staring at 
a possible mental health 
epidemic.

“These are worrying 
statistics. It is also a fact 
that those living in met-
ropolitan cities and those 
who were young wheth-
er in the productive age 
group, or children and 
teenagers are most vul-
nerable to mental illness-
es, he said.

In India, he said, 
both these factors were 
a cause for concern as 
India had a young popu-
lation, with 65 per cent 
of people below the age 
of 35.

90% of mental health patients 
deprived of medical care: Prez
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment 
on, criticise, run down, even 
appreciate if  they like something 
in this paper. Letters carrying 
abusive/ indecorous language 
and personal attacks, except 
when against people responsible 
in this newspaper (who are fair 
game), will have to be ignored. 
Letters which carry forward 
a conversation or initiate 
a dialogue will command 
immediate attention and receive 
prominence.  
Mail us at: letters@
summittimes.com

Opinion

Accident Care
More needs to be done in response 

to accidents and mishaps

Imagine a scenario in which a road mishap, say in re-
mote North Sikkim, leaves a group of people injured 

and in immediate need of medical attention ranging 
from the routine irst-aid to specialist interventions. 
You do not even have to stretch your imagination if 
you have been following news on a regular basis and 
are aware of such accidents in different parts of Sik-
kim in the not so distant past. While accidents cannot 
be averted with certainty, what can be assured is that 
accident victims receive the required medical atten-
tion sans the red tape and without having to bounce 
through a circuitous route to medical attention. But 
that is invariably what happens. Continuing with 
the scenario outlined earlier, the injured will irst be 
rushed to the nearest PHC if they are far from the dis-
trict hospitals. There can be no qualms with this since 
trained medical attention is necessary in the early 
hours to establish the nature of injuries. Of course, it 
would be ideal if the irst responder teams to accident 
sites included doctors and paramedics so that such di-
agnosis can be made on the spot. After this, the injured 
will  be taken to the nearest district hospital where  
they will be checked again and then, if required, re-
ferred on to STNM Hospital in Gangtok and chances 
are that from here they will be driven onwards to CRH 
down in Tadong. The more complicated cases will then 
be referred out of the State to Siliguri or Delhi.

From the time of the accident to their eventual 
discharge from hospital, the victims (the less injured 
ones) of a road mishap  end up spending more time on 
the road, moving from one ‘referral’ to the next, than 
they spend recuperating or coming to grips with their 
trauma and grief. Sikkim’s roads are a punishment for 
even able-bodied passengers, the trauma that injured 
bodies suffer careening from one medical inspection 
to the other should not be wished on anyone. The doc-
tor with referral powers at the inal end of the state is 
just as capable as the doctor who must have attend-
ed to the accident victims irst. Why then, should the 
power to refer patients out of the State not rest with 
the irst doctor itself depending on his/her prognosis. 
That would cut down on travel time substantially, and 
time is of essence in such cases, all will agree. 

There is still more that needs to be done when it 
comes to handling accident trauma cases. Accidents, 
as mentioned, cannot be avoided, but what defeats all 
explanation is the scenario which de initely confounds 
everyone – the level of medical assistance available for 
trauma victims in Sikkim. This basic facility remains 
unattained even though by now, speciality wings 
should have been added to district hospitals and even 
Primary Health Centres here at least on paper. Given 
the hilly terrain, poor driving etiquette and unreliable 
roads, every PHC in Sikkim should have reasonably 
advanced infrastructure and manpower to attend to 
accident cases. Tourist destinations in high altitudes 
[like Nathula and Gurudongmar] should have person-
nel and equipment to allow visitors with high altitude 
sickness symptoms to recuperate. This facility, one may 
add here, need not necessarily be provided and main-
tained by the Government and could even be spon-
sored by tourism stakeholders; after all, it is tourists 
who develop complications there, with the residents 
mostly acclimatized. Agreed the army assists in times 
of emergencies, but this should still be a service that 
is more accessible and speci ically dedicated to tourist 
emergencies. These should already have been in place, 
and yet, one stares at a reality where in the event of 
a medical emergency, a victim’s fate depends on the 
presence of mind of the people around, the speed at 
which the referral can be typed out and the road wor-
thiness of the ambulance which zips the victim from 
one referral pit-stop to the other. Unfortunate…

ANTHONY T. BRYAN
theconversation.com

Today, Guyana is one of South 
America’s poorest countries, with 

an average per capita annual income 
of around US$4,000.

But within the decade, it could be 
among the richest. In 2015, Exxon-
Mobil and its international partners 
discovered vast oil reserves off the 
Caribbean coast of this small country. 
By 2018, ive new wells will be pump-
ing out 120,000 barrels of Guyanese 
crude daily.

Deep-water surveys estimate Guy-
ana’s oil reserves at around 2 billion 
barrels. That pales in comparison to 
neighboring Venezuela but surpasses 
the reserves of Trinidad and Tobago, 
long the Caribbean’s biggest oil pro-
ducer.

In short, Guyana is on the verge 
of unprecedented wealth – but only 
if it plays its cards right. As I’ve seen 
during two decades of research into 
Caribbean oil and gas development, 
natural resources can easily become 
a curse.

Is Guyana prepared for the good 
and the bad of the oil bonanza to 
come?
GUYANA LAYS THE GROUNDWORK
Given its marine reserves, by the mid-
2020s Guyanese oil production off-
shore could rise to 400,000 barrels a 
day. Once production starts next year, 
Guyana will receive a 2 percent royal-
ty on gross earnings and 50 percent 
of oil proceeds.

While that’s a fairly low royalty by 
international standards, it will make 
Guyana rich. At the current market 
price of around $50 per barrel, this 
country of 750,000 people can expect 
to net $1 million a day in oil earnings.

Since full monetization of Guy-
ana’s oil and gas resources will oc-
cur in ive to 15 years, the country 
has less than a decade to deal with 
numerous energy-related hurdles, 
including unresolved territorial is-
sues with Venezuela, environmental 
protection, wealth management and 
social concerns.

The government’s top priority is 
to resolve a border controversy dat-
ing back to Guyana’s days as a British 
colony. For 200 years, Venezuela has 
claimed sovereignty over two-thirds 
of Guyana’s territory, including its ex-
clusive economic zone.

This controversy – which hing-

es on a disagreement over the U.N. 
Convention on the Law of the Sea – is 
unlikely to scare off international oil 
companies. Venezuela could muck 
things up a bit for Guyana, though, by 
increasing Navy patrols in Venezue-
la’s exclusive economic zone, which 
abuts Guyana’s disputed maritime 
area, deterring oil vessels and inter-
cepting commercial ships.

Hoping to avoid such confronta-
tions, Guyana is now pursuing a judi-
cial settlement at the U.N. If the coun-
tries fail to settle, the case will go to 
the International Court of Justice in 
The Hague.

Inadequate infrastructure is an-
other constraint to growth. Guyana 
now has an ambitious $164 million 
plan to upgrade its road networks, 
bridges, ports, telecommunications 
and river transport system. But to get 
Guyana’s crude to international mar-
kets, some of this construction must 
be done by 2018 – a tall order for a 
small nation.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTIONS
As oil production expands, protecting 
the marine environment will become 
an urgent issue for the entire Carib-
bean region.

In April, three Venezuelan doctors 
transporting medical supplies from 
Trinidad to Venezuela drowned when 
their boat overturned in an oil slick. 
A barge belonging to Trinidad and 
Tobago’s national oil company had 
ruptured, discharging 300 million 
barrels of crude into the sea just sev-
en miles from Venezuela.

Most recently, in October, a isher-
man discovered an unreported “mas-
sive” spill off of Trinidad’s northwest 
coast. A video posted to Facebook 
shows black waters near Chaguara-
mas, the site of a major national park. 

The source of the spill remains un-
known.

Such catastrophes are common-
place around Trinidad, which for 110 
years has been the Caribbean’s major 
oil producer.

They should serve as a warning 
for Guyana. Maritime crude drilling 
goes hand in hand with leaky pipe-
lines, ruptured barges and rig mal-
functions. In my experience, spills 
rarely result in sanctions for oil and 
gas producers.

According to a June 2017 report 
from Guyana’s Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, the country’s forests 
and ecosystems are, today, almost 
untouched. To keep Guyana pristine 
even as the oil and gas sector grows, 
proper environmental management 
systems are critical.
AVOIDING THE RESOURCE CURSE

Revenue management is another big 
question mark right now. From Iran 
to Nigeria, worldwide experience 
con irms that social con lict and eco-
nomic instability result when income 
from drilling, mining and the like is 
unequally distributed.

This is called the “resource curse,” 
and Guyana must move quickly to 
avoid it. Recent opinion polls show 
that the Guyanese public has little 
faith in the leadership ability of both 
the government and the opposition.

Indeed, Guyana’s gross misman-
agement of its corruption-plagued 
sugar and mineral extraction indus-
tries raises doubt about whether the 
coming oil windfall will actually ben-
e it citizens.

The Guyanese government seems 
to be aware of these inancial man-
agement risks. On Oct. 26, Guyana 
became the latest member of the 
Extractive Industries Transparency 

Initiative, an international watchdog 
that partners with organizations like 
the World Bank and the International 
Monetary Fund.

In addition to monitoring Guy-
ana’s resource governance, the initia-
tive requires mandatory full inancial 
disclosures to “demonstrate commit-
ment to reform and anti-corruption.”

A critical next step would be to es-
tablish a sovereign wealth fund, follow-
ing the good examples of Trinidad and 
Norway. This type of national savings 
account ensures that oil revenues are 
invested and spent in a way that tran-
scends political cycles and generations.

ETHNIC STRIFE
There is good reason for concern 
about Guyana’s future as an oil pow-
er. Though the country has enjoyed 
relative political stability over the 
past decade, its society is fractious. 
Politics in Guyana – whose popula-
tion is 29 percent Afro-Guyanese and 
40 percent Indo-Guyanese – divide 
along racial lines, with the two main 
ethnic groups competing over money 
and power.

Protests in 2012 killed three peo-
ple, and more unrest occurred earlier 
this year.

Challenges aside, Guyana also has 
some solid foundations for economic 
development. Its well-educated pop-
ulation and open, market-driven i-
nancial climate make it an attractive 
destination for American, Chinese, 
Mexican and Brazilian companies, 
among others.

From 2006 to 2015, foreign di-
rect investment – mostly in Guyana’s 
mining, tourism and telecommunica-
tions sectors – averaged $188 million 
per year, representing 7.9 percent 
of gross domestic product. That will 
surely grow once oil starts lowing.

The odds of a success are aided 
by Trinidad and Tobago, which has 
been providing technical assistance 
to Guyana since 2016. In addition to 
helping its neighbor develop its ener-
gy and gas expertise, Trinidad hopes 
its own re inery will soon begin pro-
cessing Guyanese crude.

One way or another, oil riches will 
transform Guyana. With sound eco-
nomic policy and thoughtful leader-
ship, it can be for the better.

[the writer is Professor 
of International Relations, 

The University of the West In-
dies: St. Augustine Campus]

SAMUEL LEVIN
theconversation.com

Aliens could be everywhere. There are at least 
100 billion planets in our galaxy alone, and at 

least 20% of them could be habitable. Even if a tiny 
fraction of those planets – less than one percent of 
one percent – evolved life, there would still be tens 
of thousands of planets with aliens in our vicinity. 
But if we want to igure out where to start looking 
for these neighbours, we need to understand what 
they might be like and where they might thrive.

Ultimately, we want to understand as much as 
possible about an extraterrestrial species before 
we encounter it. And yet, making predictions about 
aliens is hard. The reason is simple: we have only 
one example – life on Earth – to extrapolate from. 
Just because eyes and limbs have evolved many 
times on Earth doesn’t mean they’ll appear even 
once elsewhere. Just because we are made of car-
bon and coded by DNA doesn’t mean aliens will be 
– they could be silicon based and coded by “XNA”.

However, as my colleagues and I argue in our 
new study, published in the International Journal 
of Astrobiology, there is another approach to mak-
ing predictions about aliens that gets around this 
problem. That is to use evolutionary theory as a 
guiding principle. The theory of natural selection 
allows us to make predictions that don’t depend on 
the details of Earth, and so will hold even for eye-
less, nitrogen-breathing aliens.

Darwin formulated his theory of natural selec-
tion long before we knew what DNA was, how mu-
tations appeared, or even how traits were passed 
on. It is remarkably simple, and requires just a 
few ingredients to work: variation (some giraffes 
have longer necks than others), heritability of that 
variation (long-necked giraffes have long-necked 
babies) and differential success linked to the varia-
tion (long-necked giraffes eat more leaves and have 
more babies).

DARWIN’S ALIENS
In our paper, we use evolutionary theory to make 
a number of predictions about aliens. First, we ar-
gue that aliens will undergo natural selection. This 
is something often either taken for granted or as-
sumed to be an unknown. We show that there are 

irm theoretical grounds for believing that aliens 
will undergo (or have undergone) natural selection. 

This is because “apparent design” is what sets 
life apart from non-life – such as a single celled or-
ganism from inert rocks. Living things have many 
intricate parts ine tuned for the common pur-
pose of replicating the organism. The only way to 
achieve this apparent design, or adaptedness, the 
only way to get life, is through natural selection.

So as aliens are highly likely to undergo natu-
ral selection, we can make some predictions about 

what they will be like. In particular, our predictions 
are about complex aliens. By complexity, we mean 
anything more complex than, say, a virus.

Even a bacterial cell has intricate parts that 
work together to achieve goals, like moving and 
eating. In other words, most “aliens” we would 
be interested in inding, or even able to ind, are 
complex. That’s because the only things so simple 
that they could have arisen without natural se-
lection would be molecules, which are both phys-
ically hard to detect and hard to distinguish from 
the background of inert molecules. They’d also be 
transient – without natural selection making them 
itter they’d disappear. Even if we did ind them, we 

probably wouldn’t even classify them as life.
Complexity on Earth has arisen through a hand-

ful of something called “major transitions in indi-
viduality”. These occur when independent organ-
isms come together to form a new type of individu-
al. On Earth, genes came together to form genomes, 
single celled organisms formed multi-cellular or-
ganisms, like us. In some rare cases, multi-cellular 
organisms, like insects, have formed societies that 
act as “super organisms” themselves. These events 
are rare, and require extreme evolutionary condi-

tions to occur.
We argue that complex aliens will, too, have un-

dergone major transitions, as this is likely the only 
way to advance beyond a simple replicating mole-
cule. Because the conditions for major transitions 
to occur are rare, and because they are quite well 
understood from an evolutionary perspective, this 
allows us to say something about the makeup of 
aliens.

In particular, just as you and I are made up of 
cells which are made up of nuclei and mitochon-
dria (the breathing engine of the cell) which are 
made up of genes, aliens will be a similar nested hi-
erarchy of units. Aliens might not be made of “cells” 
as we think of them, but they will be made up of 
parts which were once free living, and those parts 
in turn will be too – all the way down to the aliens’ 
hereditary material (whatever it is). Our parts have 
mechanisms in place that keep all the parts work-
ing together to make an organism.

For example, our cells all start as one single cell 
(the “zygote”), and this means all our cells are clones, 
which is why they cooperate to make us. Aliens will 
have similar ways of enforcing cooperation between 
their internal parts, at each level of units.

Aliens may not have two legs, or any legs at all, 
but their structure, from an evolutionary stand-
point, will be much more familiar than we might 
have thought. By familiar, I don’t mean super icial-
ly familiar. They may look, on the surface, wildly 
different from anything on Earth. But they will be 
similar on a more fundamental level: their bod-
ies will be constructed in the same way (formerly 
free-living parts within formerly free-living parts), 
and they will have undergone a similar evolution-
ary history (independent organisms cooperating to 
form new, higher level organisms).

There is much more work to be done to un-
derstand what aliens might be like and where we 
might ind them. And the tantalising question – 
“Are we alone?” – remains unanswered. But, as we 
have shown, if we’re not alone, perhaps we under-
stand more about the makeup of our neighbours 
than science iction would have us believe.

[the writer is PhD candidate in Zo-
ology, University of Oxford]

What evolutionary theory can teach us
about the appearance of aliens

Guyana, one of South America’s poorest countries,
struck oil. Will it go boom or bust?
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SIKKIM STATE LEGAL SERVICES AUTHORITY
DEVELOPMENT AREA, GANGTOK.

Phone No: 03592 207753. Fax : 03592-207753

EMPLOYMENT NOTICE
Applications are invited from eligible local candidates for fi lling up 01 (one) post of Da-

ta-Entry Operator for the Mediation Centre, South Sikkim at Namchi on purely temporary 
basis in the Pay Band and Grade Pay, plus allowances, as admissible under the Rules 
from to time as mentioned below:-

Sl.
No.

Name of 
the Post

No. of 
Post

Pay Band
+

Grade Pay

Qualifi cation

1 Data Entry 
Operator

01 PB 5200-
20200
        +

 Rs.2600/-

Senior Secondary (Class XII) passed from 
a recognized Board possessing a Diploma 
in Computer Application and also having 
knowledge of typing with a minimum speed 
of 35 words per minute. 

CONDITIONS OF ELIGIBILITY
1. The minimum age limit is 18 years and the maximum age limit is 40 years (in view 

of the Notifi cation No. M(3)/(55)/GEN/DOP/PT-III dated 03/07/2017).
2. Candidates fulfi lling the above conditions may apply for the post along with the 

supporting documents and address proof, duly attested by a gazette offi  cer, one 
stamp sized photograph and telephone/mobile number.

3. Other Requisites:
a) Candidates must be in possession of either Sikkim Subject Certifi cate or Cer-

tifi cate of Identifi cation issued by the Competent Authority under relevant rules 
of the State Government.

b) Candidates already in Government Service or in Public Sector Undertaking or 
similar organizations, whether in permanent or temporary capacity or as work-
charged employee shall submit their application along with a “No Objection 
Certifi cate” from their present employer.

c) Candidates must possess valid Employment Card issued by D.O.P.A.R.T., 
Government of Sikkim.

d) SC/ST/OBC/MBC Certifi cate as the case may be.
e) Class XII passed certifi cate and mark sheet from a recognized Board.
f) Certifi cate of Diploma in Computer Application from a recognized Centre.
g) Certifi cate of Typing with a minimum speed of 35 words per minute from a rec-

ognized Institute.
4. The application along with attested copies of the documents mentioned in para-

graph (3) above should reach the offi  ce of the Member Secretary, Sikkim State 
Legal Services Authority, Development Area, Gangtok on or before 30th Novem-
ber, 2017 (Thursday) between 10:00 a.m. to 04:00 p.m. No applications will be 
entertained after 30.11.2017 on any ground.

5. Names of the candidates found eligible on preliminary scrutiny of their applications 
will be displayed on the ‘Notice Board’ of the Offi  ce of Sikkim State Legal Services 
Authority on 8th December, 2017 (Friday) between 10:00 a.m. to 04:00 p.m.

6. Candidates found eligible on scrutiny of the applications for the post of Data-En-
try Operator will be required to appear for Technical Test on 15th December 
2017(Friday) in the morning at 10:00 a.m. followed by the Viva-Voce on the same 
day (afternoon) in the Offi  ce of Sikkim State Legal Services Authority, Development 
Area, Gangtok.

7. Admit Card for the candidates eligible to sit for the interview may be collected from 
the offi  ce of Sikkim State Legal Services Authority on 8th to 14th December, 2017 
from 10:30 a.m. to 04:00 p.m.

8. No separate calling letters will be issued to the eligible candidates.
9. Candidates are required to bring all their documents in original when they appear 

for the technical  test and viva-voce. No T.A./D.A. shall be paid for appearing in the 
interview/Viva-Voce.

10. The Sikkim State Legal Services Authority reserves the right to accept or reject any 
application, with or without assigning any reason thereof.

Sd/-
MEMBER SECRETARY,

SIKKIM STATE LEGAL SERVICES AUTHORITY,
DEVELOPMENT AREA, GANGTOK,

EAST SIKKIM.

ZAFRI MUDASSER NOFIL
N  D , N  2 (PTI): Nobel 
Peace Prize-winning economist 
Muhammad Yunus, the Bangla-
desh-based champion of micro i-
nance, says he sees no reason for 
his Grameen Bank to set up op-
erations here as India has several 
successful microcredit organisa-
tions and many of these are mod-
elled after the bank he founded.

He also says that he has been 
proposing to Indian policy mak-
ers to create a separate banking 
law to allow setting up of spe-
cialised banks for the poor.

“In the mean time I suggest-
ed (them) to give limited bank-
ing licence to successful MFIs 
(micro inance institutions) so 
that they can take deposits to 
become inancially self- reliant, 
and expand their operation at a 
faster speed,” he says.

“The Reserve Bank of India 
has issued licences to convert 
10 leading MFIs into special-
ised banks. I see no reason for 
Grameen Bank to set up its own 
operation in India while the new-
ly created micro inance banks 
are doing commendable jobs,” 
Yunus told PTI in an interview.

He was responding to a 
question on whether there is 
any plan by his Grameen Bank to 
set up and expand its presence 
in India.

Yunus has come out with a 
new book “A World of Three Ze-
ros: The New Economics of Zero 
Poverty, Zero Unemployment, 
and Zero Net Carbon Emissions”, 
published by Hachette India, in 
which he sets out a vision for a 
new economic system that tack-
les these three problems together.

The book is dedicated to 
highlighting the impending dan-
ger of exponential rise of wealth 

concentration globally and na-
tionally, he says, adding it ar-
gues that wealth concentration 
is a ticking time bomb, it can 
explode politically and socially 
any time.

“We need to address that. The 
book presents four mega powers 
which can slow down, and even 
reverse, the process of wealth 
concentration. These are: power 
of youth, power of social busi-
ness, power of technology, and 
power of good governance.

Not only can they reverse the 
low of wealth from upwards to 

downwards, they can lay the 
foundation of a new civilisation 
based on human values, mov-
ing out of a civilisation based on 
greed,” he says.

Besides being the founder 
of Grameen Bank and the father 
of microcredit, Yunus is also the 
creator of social business, which 
has had huge impact on the grass-
roots economy across the Indian 
subcontinent and in emerging 
economies across the world.

He and his Grameen Bank 
were awarded the Nobel Peace 
Prize for 2006 “for their efforts 
to create economic and social 

development from below”.
Asked how relevant micro i-

nance is to India and Bangladesh 
today when there has been a huge 
expansion of commercial banking 
networks in remote rural areas, 
Yunus says it was born to point 
out the failure of conventional 
banking in reaching out to the 
bottom half of global population.

“As long as loan sharks, 
pawn shops, and informal lend-
ing exist, we know that banking 
system remains incomplete. It 
is not about how many people 
banking system has reached 
with their new initiatives, it is 
about how many people are left 
out from the system.

“As long as it leaves people un-
addressed micro inance should be 
there to remind the banking sys-
tem that this can be done, there is 
no room to relax with the sense of 
accomplishment,” he says.

In Bangladesh, Grameen 
Bank and MFIs are still the 
prime institutions to address 
the inancial need of millions of 
poor families in the country, he 
says, adding “We don’t see any 
sign of commercial banks taking 
over these responsibilities.”

See no reason for Grameen Bank
operations in India: Yunus

Uttarakhand 
loods: Still 

homeless, 
four years on
U  (U -

), N  2 (PTI): 
Twenty families who 
were displaced during 
the 2013 loods in Ut-
tarakhand have again 
approached the govern-
ment in the hope that 
they will be resettled.

The families, from 
Kafnaul village in Bar-
kot area, yesterday met 
Uttarkashi District Mag-
istrate Ashish Kumar 
Chauhan to apprise him 
of their situation.

“We have approached 
the authorities a number 
of times but nothing has 
been done so far,” said 
Dharmiyalal, who led the 
delegation to the district 
magistrate.

In 2013, their homes 
near a local rivulet in 
Barkot were washed 
away after loods rav-
aged the hill state, killing 
thousands of people and 
leaving many thousands 
more stranded.

Barkot Sub-Division-
al Magistrate Manuj Goy-
al, who headed a team 
to look into the plight of 
homeless people in his 
area, said he had sent 
his report to the district 
administration with 
suggestions for their re-
settlement or relocation 
but a response was still 
awaited.

The affected fami-
lies are forced to stay in 
rented spaces in nearby 
villages. They haven’t 
got any compensation 
or inancial assistance 
promised to them by the 
district administration, 
he said.
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K , N  2 (PTI): 
Government’s top plan-
ning body Niti Aayog has 
selected ive students 
of the prestigious IIM 
Calcutta in course of its 
talent hunt in the famed 
management institution 
this year.

National Institution 
for Transforming In-
dia (Niti) Aayog visited 
the campus for the irst 
time and made ive of-
fers during the summer 
placement this year, an 
IIM Calcutta press re-
lease said.

Living up to its rep-
utation IIM Calcutta 
registered 100 per cent 
placement again with 
big companies such as 
Goldman Sachs, Coke and 
Boston Consulting Group 
(BCG) enrolling talented 
students of the business 
school.

While Goldman Sachs 
made the highest num-

ber of offers in inance, 
the Boston Consulting 
Group (BCG) was the top 
recruiter in terms of hir-
ing number of students, 
the release said.

Students also got 
placements in other 
major sectors like mar-
keting, general man-
agement, e-commerce, 
operations and product 
management, it said.

Coke, Uber and Aditya 
Birla Group were the top 
job givers in marketing, 
operations and general 
management respective-
ly, the release added.

A total number of 
180 irms across diverse 
sectors had come to the 
institute for the sum-
mer placements, which 
recorded 100 per cent 
placement in two days 
last week, the press re-
lease said.

Altogether 188 offers 
amounting to 41 per cent 

of the total batch were 
from inance and con-
sulting sectors, the re-
lease added.

IIM Calcutta is the 
irst triple crowned man-

agement school of the 
country and it retained 
its crown as ive private 
equity irms and sev-
en investment banking 
irms participated in the 

process and doled out of-
fers to the students.

Triple crown is the 
accreditation awarded to 
business schools world-
wide by three major 
international accredita-
tion bodies for business 
schools such as AACSB 
(Association to Advance 
Collegiate Schools of 
Business), AMBA (As-
sociation of MBAs) and 
EQUIS.

The accreditation 
was awarded to 77 busi-
ness schools across the 
globe till October 2017.

Niti Aayog selects ive IIM
Calcutta students

S , N  2 (PTI): In a major feat, 
the Border Roads Organisation (BRO) 
has constructed the world’s highest 
motorable road in Ladakh region of 
Jammu and Kashmir, passing through 
Umlingla Top at a height of over 19,300 
feet.

The feat was achieved under ‘Proj-
ect Himank’ of the organisation.

Being close to Hanle, the 86km long 
strategic road connects Chisumle and 
Demchok villages, located 230 Kms 
from Leh. These villages are stone’s 
throw away from the Indo-China bor-
der in eastern sector, a spokesman of 
BRO said.

Felicitating the BRO personnel for 
completing the herculean task, Chief 
Engineer, Project Himank, Brigadier 
D M Purvimath, said constructing the 
road at the altitude of over 19,300 feet 
was illed with life threatening chal-
lenges.

He said the climate at the location 
is always adverse for construction 
activities.

“During peak summers, tempera-
ture hovers around minus 10-20 de-
grees Celsius, and in winters, it dips to 
minus 40 degrees. Oxygen level at the 
altitude is 50 per cent less than at nor-
mal places,” Purvimath said.

“Ef iciency of machines and man-
power declines by 50 per cent due to 
harsh climate and less oxygen level. 
Also, machine operators have to come 
down every 10 minutes for oxygen,” he 

said.
The brigadier said logistics was 

another major challenge at such an 
altitude.

“Taking equipment at such a height, 
repairing and maintaining it is a ma-
jor task since equipment face a lot of 
breakdowns,” he said.

Purvimath said because of this gra-
dation, the personnel faced serious 
health problems like loss of memory, 
eyesight and high blood pressure.

Such a construction does not come 
without a cost, but given the national 
and strategic importance of the road, 
our men and machinery worked over-
night to meet the targets set out by Di-
rector General, Border Roads,” he said.

Pardeep Raj, Commander 753 BRTF, 
who looks after road construction of 
this sector, said the BRO personnel 
were acclimatised through a tedious 
process and lot of training before being 
assigned the job.

“Acclimatisation of men is done at 
three stages- Leh, Shakti and Numa- be-
fore being inducted into the sector.

Physical and mental itness of men 
is emphasised upon for working in the 
area as the working season is limited in 
the region,” he said.

The Project Himank has already 
constructed roads like Khardangu La 
at an altitude of 17,900 ft and Changla 
Pass at 17,695 ft in Leh by connecting 
Nobra valley and Durbuk valley in the 
cold desert.

BRO builds world’s highest 
motorable road in Ladak



6 SummitTIMES | 03 October 2017 Sports&Specials

Contact 
Summit 
TIMES at

9832556698, 
9832369520

news@summittimes.com

FLAT AVAILABLE FOR COMMERCIAL 
OPERATIONS: A fl at measuring 
around 3,000 sq ft across an entire 
fl oor; conveniently located on the 
roadside and ideal for development 
into a showroom, bank or corporate 
offi ce, is available for rent at 
Church Road, DPH. The property is 
available for immediate occupation 
and can also be developed to suit 
the requirements of prospective 
tenants. Contact: 9434117687

MANASH PRATIM BHUYAN
N  D , N  2 (PTI): In a signi icant 
move that will bene it over 64,000 person-
nel, the Army has said junior commissioned 
of icers (JCOs) are gazetted of icers, cancel-
ling its earlier note that described them as 
“non-gazetted” of icers.

The decision by the Army two days back 
comes amid growing resentment from a 
large section of its personnel over issues re-
lating to pay-parity and ranking.

In an of icial note, the Army headquar-
ters has cancelled a communication issued 
in response to an RTI application in 2011 
which had stated that the JCOs are non-ga-
zetted of icers, according to documents ac-
cessed by PTI.

Highly placed of icial sources said the 
Army committed a “major mistake” in 2011 
on the status of the JCOs and now the Army 
headquarters has removed the ambiguity 
and made it clear that JCOs are gazetted 
of icers.

The clari ication will bene it over 64,000 

JCOs who are ranked in three categories -- 
Naib Subedar, Subedar and Subedar Major.

The 2011 note had triggered widespread 
outrage among the JCOs.

Asked how the Army headquarters made 
the “mistake” in 2011, classifying the JCOs 
as non-gazetted of icers, a senior Army of i-
cial said there are separate de initions of of-
icers and the JCOs in the manual of military 

law and it could have been a case of misin-
terpretation of the rule book.

The issuance of the letter is also seen as 
a message by the Army to the government to 
address grievances of a section of the Army 
personnel over what they call “disparity” in 
the current pay band.

The issue of status equivalence between 
military of icers and their civilian counter-
parts was discussed at the recently conclud-
ed Army Commanders’ conference.

Asked whether the Army headquarters 
will send a fresh communication to the RTI 
applicant who had iled the query about sta-
tus of the JCOs in 2011, the Army refused to 

comment.
Defence Ministry sources last week had 

said that it was seriously examining the 
long-standing issue relating to status equiv-
alence between military of icers and their 
civilian counterparts.

There has been growing resentment 
among the military of icers who have been 
insisting that the current status equivalence 
was lawed and that government must ad-
dress their concerns.

As per the current pay structure, the subed-
ar majors and subedars are part of the pay band 
for gazetted of icers but there has been discrep-
ancies there as well, said an of icial.

The Naib subedars whose number of 
around 55,000 get salary under non-gazett-
ed category, he said.

The matter is among the main issues be-
ing examined as part of the pay and allow-
ances anomaly.

Last year, then Defence Minister Mano-
har Parrikar had set up a high-level commit-
tee to look into the issue.

JCOs are gazetted officers, clarifies Army; cancels earlier note

Former Dy 
Dir of MoEF 
awarded 3 
years in jail in 
bribery case
N  D , N  2 
(PTI): A former deputy 
director of the Minis-
try of Environment and 
Forest (MoEF) has been 
awarded a three jail term 
by a special court here 
for taking bribe to grant 
environmental clearance 
to an Orissa-based pow-
er and steel company in 
2013.

49-year old Neeraj 
Khatri was arrested in 
January 2013 for alleged-
ly accepting a bribe of Rs 
7 lakh for granting envi-
ronmental clearance for 
the company -- Chariot 
Steel and Power Pvt Ltd. 
(CSPPL).

Special CBI Judge N K 
Malhotra also sentenced 
the company’s Managing 
Director Suresh Joshi to 
three years in jail, while 
handing down jail terms of 
two and one years to mid-
dlemen--Raisri Achutanan-
da Srichandan and his son 
Raisri Chinmaya Srichan-
dan respectively.

The court also im-
posed varied amounts 
as ine on convicts and 
said that it was not a 
case warranting award 
of maximum sentence 
as there were mitigating 
circumstances in their 
favour.

According to public 
prosecutor Shampa Ti-
kait, Srichandans owned 
S S Environics, a Bhu-
baneswar-based consul-
tant irm which lobbied 
for environment clear-
ance (EC) for CSPPL’s Ra-
iboga limestone mine in 
Orissa.

The plea for grant 
of EC was scheduled for 
consideration by the re-
constituted Expert Ap-
praisal Committee (Non-
Coal Mining), headed by 
a joint secretary-level 
of icer, a day after Khatri 
was arrested.

Khatri was appre-
hended while accepting 
the bribe from co-ac-
cused Chinmaya outside 
a posh hotel at Mehrauli 
in south Delhi.

BCCI HOLDS ANTI-DOPING WORKSHOP IN GANGTOK
G , 02 N : Board of Control for Cricket in India [BCCI] conducted a day-long Anti Doping & Anti Corruption Education 
Workshop here in the capital on Wednesday. Around 70 participants attended the workshop, which was hosted by Sikkim Cricket 
Association [SCA]. An SCA press release informs that the participants consisted of players and of icials of the association. Doping 
and corruption is being viewed as a serious concern with many national and international players being punished for their involve-
ment in such acts. The workshop was conducted by Dr Abhijit Salve on anti doping education and Dheeraj Malhotra for the anti 
corruption education. 

N  D , N  2 (PTI): 
South African Wayde van 
Niekerk may be the next 
big thing in world athlet-
ics but he will never ever 
be able to match the aura 
of Usain Bolt, feels leg-
endary American sprint-
er Michael Johnson.

Van Niekerk is the 
current World and Olym-
pic champion in the 400m 
and many feel that he will 
ill-up the void left by the 

Jamaican, who retired af-
ter the last World Cham-
pionship in London.

“You have to under-
stand when someone is 
retiring, another person 
will take his place. So 
Van Niekerk will be the 
No 1 attraction in world 
athletics. But he won’t be 
the new Usain Bolt. Just 
because you are number 
1 does not make you Us-
ain Bolt,” Johnson said 
during a promotional 
event here today.

“Van Niekerk does not 
have the electric person-
ality of Bolt. There wasn’t 

a personality like Usain 
Bolt before Usain Bolt! 
Even I was more business 
like in my approach. So 
we may never see anoth-
er Usain Bolt ever again,” 
said the eight-time World 
Championship medal-
list and double Olympic 
champion.

Johnson however felt 
that Bolt should have re-
tired after winning the 
triple gold medal at the 
Rio Olympics. “I spoke to 
Usain and advised him to 
stop after Rio.

Because I think af-
ter winning double gold 
medals (100m and 200m) 
in three editions of Olym-
pics and also winning 
World Championship, I 
don’t think you have a lot 
of motivation left.

It is very dif icult to 
win double gold medal 
in successive editions of 
Olympics and that too 
thrice,” said Johnson 
while speaking at the 
‘Royal Stag Barrel Select 
Perfect Strokes’.

We may never see another Usain
Bolt ever again: Johnson

AMANPREET SINGH
N  D , N  2 (PTI): The 
AITA has recognised the urgent 
need to tackle the serious issue 
of age fraud during the Nation-
al tennis championships but 
anticipating litigation, it has ex-
pressed helplessness to address 
the menace and is seeking guide-
lines from the government.

The recent hard courts na-
tional championship at DLTA 
was rocked by allegations 
that several over-aged players 
were competing in various age 
groups, denying a level-playing 
ield to genuine kids.

The aggrieved parents had 
signed a petition during the 
championship and demanded 
appropriate action from the Na-
tional Federation.

Acknowledging the con-
cerns, the All India Tennis As-
sociation (AITA) discussed the 
matter at its recent Annual Gen-
eral Meeting (AGM) in Kolkata.

“We don’t know what to do 
if we make someone (suspects) 
undergo the medical tests to es-
tablish the real age and it is chal-
lenged in the court and the court 

sets aside the indings.
What will we do then?,” said 

AITA Secretary General Hiron-
moy Chatterjee said, explaining 
the predicament. “That’s why 
we will ask the ministry to pro-
vide the guidelines.”

An AITA Executive Com-
mittee member informed that 
a committee has been formed 
which will soon start looking 
into the complaints.

The National Sports Code 

(2011) has made provisions to 
tackle the issue and approved 
the guidelines, circulated via a 
letter by the then joint secretary 
Injeti Srinivas on November 25, 
2009.

The guidelines stipulated 
that the Federation should re-
sort to medical examination of 
an athlete whenever doubt aris-
es with regard to the age of an 
athlete on account of his or her 
physical appearance, receipt of 

any complaint or any other val-
id ground, which should be duly 
communicated to the athlete.

It further stated that the Fed-
eration should ensure that the 
medical tests include physical 
examination, dental examina-
tion and radiological examina-
tion at a credible hospital, pref-
erably a government.

If an athlete contest the ind-
ings of the medical test in ques-
tion, it would be incumbent upon 
the Federation to arrange for a 
re-examination, preferably at a 
reputed government hospital.

In the event of a conclusive 
proof that an athlete has com-
mitted an age fraud, he or she 
should be banned from partici-
pating in any sporting event for 
a period of two years on the irst 
detection and for ive years on 
any subsequent detection.

The guidelines also stipulated 
that Federation should conduct 
random veri ications at regular 
intervals. The Code is though si-
lent on what should be done if 
the indings are challenged in the 
court and if the indings are set 
aside by the judiciary.

AITA to seek government guidelines
to tackle Age Fraud issue

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 02 N :

Beginners Taekwondo 
State Championship 

was held at White Hall 
complex on 29 Oct. 
Eleven students from 
Mount Zion School 
participated in the 
tournament and won two 
gold, three silver and six 
bronze medals. 

Pradneya Bista [Class 
2] and Deevyani Koirala 
[Class 5] won gold while 
Calvin Ongden Lepcha, 
Smriti Chettri and Yeshi 
Bhutia won silver med-
als. The bronze medal-
ists are Samdup Bhutia, 
Nyema Sherpa, Baibhav 
Lama, Barun Rai, Tsh-
ewang Bhutia and Su-
shaine Panday.

Coach Sanjay 
Subba has expressed 
his happiness on the 
performance of his 
students and thanked 
the parents for their 
support. He has also 
expressed hope that the 
school’s students will 
continue to bag medals 
in state and national 
tournaments.  

Mt Zion School taekwondo team bags 11 medals
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DEAR WORTHY MORNING DEAR KIND
Draw No:9 DrawDate on:02/11/17 Draw No:14 DrawDate on:02/11/17

1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 93L 32950 1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 99L 90801
(Including Super Prize Amt) (Including Super Prize Amt)
2nd Prize Rs.9497/- 32950 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) 2nd Prize Rs.9497/- 90801 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
3rd Prize Rs.9,000/- 3rd Prize Rs.9,000/-
10669 20590 23748 44458 46028 11347 20084 22395 28936 44181
52085 52922 68673 79000 81596 51629 83624 88271 96842 98907
4th Prize Rs.500/- 0775 1465 3113 4608 7663 8012 8390 9076 9177 9535 4th Prize Rs.500/- 0701 2074 3088 3501 4837 5389 6021 8160 8515 8862
5th Prize Rs.250/- 0516 1107 1186 2396 3378 3527 5176 5226 6529 9011 5th Prize Rs.250/- 2042 3139 3984 5320 5857 6053 6791 7212 7838 9862
6th Prize Rs.120/- 6th Prize Rs.120/- 
0002 0058 0270 0292 0315 0629 0822 0840 0872 0981 0134 0285 0385 0409 0630 0639 0775 0820 0929 1366
1529 1541 1615 1823 1921 1978 2176 2500 2838 2889 1380 1697 1880 1906 2013 2050 2152 2170 2253 2259
2996 3208 3229 3301 3454 3599 3747 3773 3778 3788 2298 2489 2536 2547 2563 2705 2774 3252 3284 3294
4114 4122 4128 4190 4231 4236 4343 4390 4460 4538 3451 3454 3582 3587 3645 3655 3792 3854 3954 4240
4578 4698 4799 4815 5021 5327 5425 5461 5621 5706 4304 4309 4325 4354 4368 4425 4581 4648 4697 4750
5839 5881 5896 5968 6000 6045 6063 6076 6171 6226 4778 4871 4882 4985 5005 5366 5445 5719 5744 5861
6240 6254 6389 6420 6641 6884 7022 7074 7121 7156 5913 5997 6017 6109 6328 6333 6340 6372 6389 6484
7425 7485 7650 7717 7779 7794 7824 7895 8160 8233 6512 6806 6834 7572 7595 7620 7726 7806 7835 8133
8277 8334 8406 8482 8522 8627 8720 8731 8822 9070 8195 8239 8895 8987 9020 9076 9343 9370 9374 9431
9114 9118 9129 9164 9305 9368 9531 9760 9855 9884 9486 9520 9764 9812 9863 9917 9929 9949 9952 9968

Issued by:
The Director, Sikkim State Lotteries, Deorali-737102, Gangtok, Sikkim.
Please Visit: www.sikkimlotteries.com

KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE

SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIESNAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR FALCON EVENING
Draw time: 08:00 pm onwards

Draw No:14 DrawDate on:02/11/17
1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 85J 22279
(Including Super Prize Amt)
2nd Prize Rs.9497/- 22279 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
3rd Prize Rs.9,000/-
13375 15145 18170 26721 36735
43761 56372 61084 66954 79072
4th Prize Rs.500/- 0146 1079 2086 3077 3524 4159 5081 6507 8238 9412
5th Prize Rs.250/- 0352 0823 1116 4164 4930 4974 5201 5295 9234 9512
6th Prize Rs.120/- 
0004 0013 0075 0148 0166 0244 0280 0385 0456 0466
0486 0557 0798 0941 1155 1257 1343 1603 1677 1741
2056 2164 2285 2305 2551 2609 2853 3132 3177 3236
3292 3390 3400 3470 3595 3737 3789 3796 3879 3892
4028 4031 4088 4285 4451 4508 4546 4556 5049 5242
5259 5291 5418 5468 5512 5599 5610 5717 5910 5959
6378 6467 6590 6595 6611 6613 6690 6784 6864 7203
7292 7361 7362 7395 7474 7607 7840 7909 8165 8213
8220 8433 8533 8558 8599 8617 8627 8693 8763 8803
8856 8930 8949 9043 9282 9795 9894 9919 9933 9986
Issued by:
The Director, Nagaland State Lotteries, Kohima, Nagaland
For Results, Please visit: www.nagalandlotteries.com

KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE

~ SummitTIMES ~
CLASSIFIEDS

WINTER CRASH COURSE     
X & XII CBSE / ISC/ ICSE - 2017-18 

Try & continue, highly experienced faculties

UDISHA

K J M VARMA 
B , N  2 (PTI): China today 
indicated that there was no change 
in its policy of blocking India’s ef-
forts to list Pakistan-based JeM chief 
Masood Azhar as a global terrorist 
by the UN, saying there was still no 
consensus over the issue.

The indication came hours be-
fore China’s technical hold on a pro-
posal by the US, France and Britain 
to list Azhar as a global terrorist was 
set to lapse.

“We raised a technical hold so as 
to allow more time for the commit-
tee and its members to deliberate on 
this matter.

But there is still absence of con-
sensus on this matter,” Foreign Min-
istry spokesperson Hua Chunying 
told a media brie ing when asked 

whether China would veto the appli-
cation again.

A veto-wielding permanent 
member of the Security Council, 
China has repeatedly blocked India 
s move to put a ban on the JeM ter-

rorist under the Al-Qaeda Sanctions 
Committee of the Council.

Defending China’s consistent 
technical holds, Hua said China s ac-
tions are meant to ensure and safe-
guard the authority and effective-

ness of the 1267 Committee of the 
UN Security Council.

“We will continue to follow the 
mandate of the committee and its 
rules of procedure and remain in 
constant communication and coor-
dination with the members of the 
committee,” she said.

To the follow-up questions, Hua 
said the committee has its rules. 
The committee is yet reach the 
consensus.

“The Committee is yet to reach an 
agreement. This is a fact,” she said.

China had in August extended by 
three months its technical hold on 
the proposal to list Azhar as a glob-
al terrorist after having blocked the 
move in February this year at the UN.

Hua’s remarks indicate that Chi-
na will continue its policy to block 

moves by India and other countries 
led by the US to block Azhar s listing 
during the second term of Chinese 
President Xi Jinping, which began 
over a week ago.

China in the past had asked In-
dia to discuss the issue directly with 
Pakistan in order to reach an under-
standing on Azhar s listing issue. In 
the last two years, China has stone-
walled efforts by India to declare 
Azhar as a global terrorist.

Last year in March, China was the 
only member in the 15- nation UN 
organ to put a hold on India s appli-
cation with all other 14 members 
of the Council supporting New Del-
hi s bid to place Azhar on the 1267 
sanctions list that would subject 
him to an assets freeze and travel 
ban.

No consensus over listing Azhar as global terrorist: China

Aung San Suu Kyi has visited areas of Myanmar hit by ethnic violence for the irst time since hundreds 
of thousands of Rohingya Muslims began leeing the country. The Myanmar leader boarded a mili-

tary helicopter at Sittwe, Rakhine state capital, and will travel to the border district of Maungdaw, which 
has seen the greatest exodus of people across the border into Bangladesh. Ms Suu Kyi has faced strong 
international condemnation for her response to what UN of icials have termed “ethnic cleansing” by the 
army in the region.

B , N  2 (PTI): 
China today reacted cau-
tiously to President Ram 
Nath Kovind appreci-
ating Bhutan’s support 
during the Dokalam 
standoff, saying it wants 
to see New Delhi and 
Thimphu developing 
“normal relations”.

Reacting to Bhutan 
King s Jigme Khesar 
Namgyel Wangchuck’s 
visit to India, Chinese 
Foreign Ministry spokes-
person Hua Chunying 
told a media brie ing that 
both India and Bhutan 
are China s close neigh-
bours.

“We are committed 
to develop friendly re-
lations with these two 
countries and also we 
would like to see India 
and Bhutan developing 
normal relations,” she 
said.

About Kovind appre-
ciating Bhutan’s support 
in resolving the Dokalam 
incident, Hua said, “You 
mentioned about the In-
dian border troops tres-
passing incident from 
June to August.

We have talked about 
our position many times 
before. I believe we are 
also clear about that”.

“We believe that 
China and India had 
properly settled this is-
sue through diplomatic 
means. Consistent with 
our common interest, we 
hope India could follow 
the historical conven-
tions and work with Chi-
na to ensure the peace 
tranquillity of the border 
area,” she said.

In his meeting with 
King Wangchuck, Kovind 
expressed his deep ap-
preciation for Bhutan’s 

support in resolving the 
recent stand-off with 
China at Dokalam.

The manner in which 
both India and Bhutan 
stood together to address 
the situation in Dokalam 
“is a clear testimony to 
our friendship”, a Rash-
trapati Bhavan statement 
said.

India and China 
were locked in a 73-day 
stand-off in Dokalam, a 
tri-junction between the 
Sino-India and Bhuta-
nese border near Sikkim, 
from June 16 this year af-
ter Indian Army person-
nel stopped the Chinese 
Army from building a 
road in the area.

The standoff ended 
on August 28 after both 
sides reached an under-
standing on a quick “dis-
engagement” of border 
personnel.

Want to see India,
Bhutan developing normal

relations: China

I , N  2 (PTI): The US has shared 
with Pakistan a list 20 terrorist groups like 
the LeT, JeM and HUM that Washington be-
lieves are operating from its soil to target 
India and Afghanistan, a media report said 
today.

Top on the list is the Haqqani network 
which, the US says has safe havens in the 
Federally Administered Tribal Areas in 
northwestern Pakistan and uses them to 
launch attacks into Afghanistan, Dawn 
reported.

The list includes three types of militants 
groups: those who launch attacks into Af-
ghanistan, those who attack targets inside 
Pakistan and those who are focused on 
Kashmir, the newspaper quoted diplomatic 
sources as saying.

India-speci ic terror groups like Harakat-
ul Mujahideen, Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM) 
and Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) are also on the 
list.

Harakatul Mujahideen is a Paki-
stan-based militant group operating pri-
marily in Kashmir. The US says that group 
had links to Osama bin Laden and Al Qaeda 
as well, the report said.

JeM operates mainly in Kashmir.
The United States identi ied LeT as one 

of the largest and most active terrorist or-
ganisations in South Asia. Founded in 1987 
by Ha iz Saeed, Abdullah Azzam and Zafar 
Iqbal in Afghanistan, the group had its head-
quarters in Muridke in Punjab province. It 
too is focused on Kashmir, the report said.

Lashkar-e-Taiba was involved in the 
2001 Indian parliament attack and the 2008 
Mumbai attacks.

The US blames this group for commit-
ting hundreds of target killings and dozens 
of mass attacks inside Pakistan. The Teh-
reek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), an umbrella 
organisation of various militant groups, was 
based in FATA, but has now relocated to Af-
ghanistan. The US says that the group wants 
to enforce its own interpretation of Sharia 
and plans to unite against Nato-led forces in 
Afghanistan. It has conducted hundreds of 
terrorist attacks inside Pakistan.

Other groups on the list are: Harakatul 
Jihadi-i-Islami, Jamaatul Ahrar, Jamaatud 
Dawa al-Quran and Tariq Gidar Group, 
which is one of 13 TTP af iliates.

The Tariq Gidar Group has been behind 
some of the deadliest attacks inside Paki-
stan, including the Dec 16, 2014, massacre 
at the Army Public School in Peshawar that 
left 132 schoolchildren and nine staffers 
dead.

The sources, however, rejected as in-
correct the suggestion that US Secretary of 

State Rex Tillerson gave a list of 75 terrorists 
to Pakistani of icials when he visited Islam-
abad last week.

Tillerson told the US Senate Foreign Re-
lations Committee on Monday that Pakistan 
was willing to target terrorists if provided 
speci ic information about their where-
abouts and Washington plans to give Islam-
abad the opportunity to do so.

He said the information that the US del-
egation gave Pakistan went “beyond just 
names of individuals” and also expected 
“to receive information” from Pakistan that 
would be useful in targeting militants .

Tillerson said that it was in the interest 
of Pakistan to change its “long-standing” re-
lationship with terrorist organisations.

“The conversation with the Pakistani 
government is for them to recognise that 
they will be one of the greatest bene iciaries 
of a successful peace process in Afghanistan, 
Tillerson told lawmakers during a Congres-
sional hearing on Monday.

Tillerson, who also visited Afghanistan 
and India last week, responded to ques-
tions on Pakistan’s co-operation in the ight 
against terrorism in the aftermath of US 
President Donald Trump’s South Asia Policy.

“Pakistan lives with two very unstable 
borders, one with Afghanistan, one with In-
dia and our message to them is -- You have to 
begin to create greater stability inside your 
country and that means denying safe haven 
to any of these organisations that launch at-
tacks from your territory,” Tillerson said.

US shares names of 20 terror groups
with Pakistan: Report

India joins intl 
community 
urging end to 
US embargo 
on Cuba
N  Y , N  2 
(PTI): India has joined 
the international com-
munity to back a UN 
resolution seeking the 
early withdrawal of the 
over ive-decade long 
economic, commercial 
and inancial embargo 
on Cuba by the United 
States.

Except for the US 
and Israel, 191 of the 
193-member countries 
of the United Nations 
yesterday voted in favour 
of a General Assembly 
resolution -- “Necessity 
of ending the economic, 
commercial and inancial 
embargo imposed by the 
United States of America 
against Cuba”.

At the height of the 
Cold War, the US had im-
posed the trade embargo 
on Cuba in 1959. It has 
remained in force and 
can only be lifted by the 
US Congress, which has 
steadfastly rejected such 
a move.

Introducing the res-
olution, Cuba’s Foreign 
Minister Bruno Eduardo 
Rodriguez Parrilla al-
leged the US new policy 
on Cuba was intended 
to take relations back to 
a past of confrontation. 
Notably, last year both 
the US and Israel had ab-
stained from the vote for 
the irst time since it was 
tabled in 1992.

W , N  2 (AP): In three 
exhaustive hearings this week, execu-
tives from Facebook, Twitter and Goo-
gle acknowledged that their platforms 
were used by Russia to try and create 
division over such disparate issues as 
immigration, gun control and politics.

House investigators released a 
trove of Facebook and Twitter ads that 
showed just how extraordinary the cy-
ber intrusion was.

The companies’ admissions and dis-
closures were one of the irst real wins 

for congressional investigators, who 
have been frustrated by delays since 
they launched probes into Russian elec-
tion interference earlier this year.

Initially dismissive of Russia’s threat, 
all three companies have pledged im-
provements since lawmakers ramped 
up pressure and called them to testify.

The few dozen ads released encour-
aged demonstrations against President 
Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton and 
fostered support and opposition to mi-
nority groups.

Under pressure, social media
giants acknowledge meddling
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EtCETERA

A R C T I C   C I R C L E  - HALLATT

B A B Y   B L U E S  - KIRKMAN & SCOTT

L O C K H O R N S  - HOEST & REINER

ARIES: Plans to get together with 
friends tonight could be delayed by 
responsibilities. It won’t stop you 
but it will mean getting together a 
little later. Someone close to you 
might feel a little down and seek a 
sympathetic ear. Try to get this per-
son to forget his or her insecurities 
and see the situation as it is.    
TAURUS: You might have to work 
just a little harder to make money 
now. This might involve putting 
in extra time on a task, or it could 
simply mean that you have to make 
a few extra trips to the bank. Artis-
tic insights might not be coming as 
profusely as usual, but this is all 
right. Relax and let things be, and 

the ideas will start coming again.  
GEMINI: A delay in receiving ac-
knowledgment of some sort could 
happen today. This might be dis-
appointing, but don’t let it get you 
down. You’ll receive it, just maybe 
not on time! This isn’t a good day to 
execute any legal contracts or start a 
vacation. It’s a great day to take care 
of mundane tasks. Get busy!  
CANCER: Depressing news about 
the state of the world economy or 
stock market could have you feeling 
gloomy and wondering about your 
fi nancial future. Don’t worry. The 
world economy is in pretty good 
shape and you should be, too. Eq-
uity in property investments could 

be down, but they should recover 
shortly. Go with the fl ow and don’t 
believe everything you read or hear.   
LEO: A close friend or romantic 
partner might not seem communi-
cative today and you might won-
der whether this person still cares 
for you. He or she is experiencing 
a few diffi  culties, perhaps involv-
ing money, and so isn’t particular-
ly good company. Listen if your 
friend wants to talk, but otherwise 
just be there. That’s what is import-
ant anyway.  
VIRGO: Do you have a garden or 
some houseplants that seem a little 
droopy? Don’t worry about whether 
or not they’re all going to die. Re-

vive them! You might feel that some 
things are more trouble than they’re 
worth. Give yourself space to be 
gloomy for a while and then perk 
yourself up. Buy yourself a present.  
LIBRA: Today close friends, a 
love partner, or children may ap-
pear to be in a quiet, melancholy 
mood. You might wonder if you’ve 
done something to cause it, but it 
probably has very little to do with 
you, if anything. Responsibilities 
could be weighing on everyone, in-
cluding you. The only answer is to 
pitch in and take care of business. 
Then treat yourselves afterward!  
SCORPIO: Home responsibilities 
may increase markedly today, leav-

ing you feeling like you’re the only 
member of the household getting 
anything done. You might give in to 
gloom, but don’t dwell on it for too 
long. You will feel a lot better if you 
pitch in and take care of whatever 
needs to be done and then treat your-
self by going out to celebrate. Go to 
a movie, or better yet, a concert.
SAGITTARIUS: Hurry up and 
wait is today’s phrase. A visit from 
a close friend, love partner, or col-
league might be delayed, perhaps 
because of something regarding 
money or possibly the arts. It keeps 
you trapped waiting, unable to go 
anywhere. At times like this, it’s 
best to distract yourself. Find some-

thing to do that engrosses you and 
the time will go by more quickly.  
CAPRICORN: You’ve been do-
ing well fi nancially. You want to 
do better, but you might feel tem-
porarily discouraged. It seems you 
have to keep working harder to 
keep up the pace. This is more the 
result of low biorhythms than any 
true assessment of your situation. 
Today you might have to work a lit-
tle harder, but you’ll get the results 
you want. Tomorrow will then be 
easier on you.  
AQUARIUS: Today you might 
think you look awful and perhaps 
want to go out and change your 
whole look. Buy some new clothes 

and go for a workout. Even though 
you probably look pretty good, 
these activities make you feel good 
and increase your self-confi dence. 
Your self-image is proportionate to 
your state of mind. You might just 
feel a bit down now.  
PISCES: Today you might feel 
unloved even though there’s no 
real reason for it. Your relation-
ships should be pretty strong, but 
your biorhythms are down so you 
might be lacking in self-confi -
dence. Phone a close friend and get 
together. Go shopping or to a movie 
and raise your spirits. By the end of 
the day you’ll feel like your old self 
again!
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1957- Space-Dog In Space: A 
dog was launched into orbit to-
day as the irst animal in space 
on board Sputnik 2, a Russian 
spacecraft, and became the 
irst living animal to enter the 

Earth’s orbit. 
1913 U.S.A.- First Income Tax: 
The irst American citizens re-
ceive information over the new 
national income tax. A married 
man living with his wife, who 
is in receipt of an income of 
$5,000 pays $10 a year and if 
his income is $10,000 he pays 
$60 per year. 
1920- U.S.A. Rabies: A girl was 
bit by a dog that was suspect-
ed to be “mad”. Usually this 
meant that a dog had a disease 
such as rabies. However, in 
this case the girl had become 
unaffected by a certain treat-
ment given to her, and no men-
tion of rabies (or treatment of 
rabies) was mentioned in the 
news record of this incident. 
This girl was affected severe-
ly, in that the dog bites had 
caused a nervous condition-at 
least temporarily. 
1944- World War II- The Air 
War: A report was made re-
garding current World War 
II activity. A total of 155 Nazi 
planes headed for Merseburg, 
Germany were shot down by 

ON SET! Priyanka Chopra fi lms scenes for Quantico in 
Queens, New York. She is also starring in two Holly-
wood projects scheduled to release next year. 

the U.S. Eighth Air Force ighter 
pilot division. This was a new 
record set. Furthermore within 
24 hours it was reported that 
4,480 tons of explosives and 
ire bombs were dropped by 

the British on Dusseldorf. 
1953- Korea- POW’s: Prison-
ers of war (POWs) in Korea 
became very outspoken as 
communists (Reds) tried to get 
the POWs to see things “their 
way.” During interviews that 
were held between the prison-
ers and Reds, cursing attacks, 
taunting, singing, and other 
actions took place. Only 17 of 
the 483 prisoners interviewed 
had been scheduled to return 
to North Korea. 
2007- Pakistan: President 
Gen. Pervez Musharraf Sus-
pends Constitution: Hundreds 
of government opponents are 
thrown into jail after imposi-
tion of martial law, suspension 
of the constitution and dis-
missal of most of the Supreme 
Court by President Gen. Pervez 
Musharraf .

?what’s
TRENDING

The cast list for director 
Jon Favreau’s remake of 

The Lion King was released 
Wednesday, and Beyoncé 
Knowles-Carter will be play 
the female lead. The sing-
er, songwriter, and actress 
will take on the role of a lion 
named Nala, the love inter-
est to the main 
character Sim-
ba, who will be 
played by Atlan-
ta and Commu-
nity’s Donald 
Glover. Beyoncé posted the 
cast for the ilm’s major roles 
on her Facebook page on 
Wednesday afternoon.

It’s a more diverse cast 
than Disney’s original 1994 
animated ilm, in which, de-
spite the ilm’s African savan-

nah setting, Matthew Brod-
erick played Simba, Moira 
Kelly played Nala, and Jeremy 
Irons played the villain (who, 
in a smart bit of casting for 
the new ilm, will now be 
played by Chiwetel Ejiofor). 
One thing hasn’t changed: 
James Earl Jones will reprise 

his role as Mu-
fasa, because it 
wouldn’t be fair 
to ask anyone 
to follow James 
Earl Jones. Oth-

er highlights of the new cast 
include John Oliver as Zazu, a 
nervous hornbill; Seth Rogen 
as Pumbaa the warthog; Billy 
Eichner as a meercat named 
Timon; and Keegan-Michael 
Key as one of the three hyenas 
who pal around with Chiwetel 

BEYONCE TO STAR IN DISNEY’S LIVE-ACTION ‘LION KING’
Ejiofor’s villainous lion, Scar.

Disney’s press release 
describes the ilm as being 
“From Disney Live Action,” 
as in the division of the stu-
dio, but doesn’t refer to it as a 
“live-action” ilm. This makes 
sense, given that every char-
acter is a talking animal. As 
far as what that would even 
mean, director Favreau and 
animation supervisor An-
drew R. Jones also collaborat-

ed on The Jungle Book, which 
looked like this:

So presumably, that, but 
take the human out. Live ac-
tion footage will be shot by 
ive-time Academy Award 

nominee Caleb Deschanel, 
which could mean location 
shooting in Africa or lots of 
shots of the interior of a giant 
green room, depending. The 
Lion King will be released on 
July 19, 2019.

bollybuzz!!!

Dhanush had proved his 
mettle not only in the 

South ilm industry but also 
Bollywood with his unparal-
leled performance in Raan-
jhana and now 
he’s cashing his 
ticket to Holly-
wood with his next ilm 
The Extraordinary Journey of 
the Fakir. 

In the irst look of the ilm, 
he is seen all dapper in a suit 
with leading lady Bérénice 
Bejo, sharing a candid mo-
ment in a large gathering. 
The look is sure making us 
curious for the ilm to be out. 
The Extraordinary Journey of 
the Fakir also stars Erin Mori-
arty, Sarah-Jeanne Labrosse 
among others.

The ilm reportedly is 
based on a novel written by 
Romain Puertolas. The ilm 
has been shot across India, 
Brussels, Paris and Rome. It 
will have elements of drama 
and comedy. There are media 
reports that it’s a story about 
a man on the look for his es-
tranged father.

Director Ken Scott ex-
pressed his delight at work-
ing with Dhanush while 
speaking to a leading daily, 

HERE’S THE FIRST LOOK 
OF DHANUSH’S DEBUT 

HOLLYWOOD FILM

#Jelena is back on?!! 
Or maybe not

The former couple 
was spotted riding 

bikes together in Los 
Angeles on Wednes-
day. Pictures show 
23-year-old Bieber 
helping 25-year-old 
Gomez get on her bike 
and riding around the 
city.

“Selena and Justin 
took a bike ride from 
her house on Wednes-
day morning,” an eye-
witness told online 
news website E! News. 

“Justin was very 
sweet and held up 
Selena’s bike for her as 
she got on. They were 
having a blast togeth-
er. Justin was singing 
loudly and dancing 
with his arms in the 
air while riding down 
a busy street. Selena was laughing so hard she 
had to cover her mouth and try not to fall of 
her bike. She clearly thinks he is hilarious.”

The eyewitness continued, “Justin was 

leading the way and 
giving the middle in-
ger as a joke. Selena 
was following along 
and cars were stopped 
to watch them. They 
have a really good 
time together and 
seem to be able to 
pick up right where 
they left off. They got 
off their bikes and 
stopped and talked for 
a minute before they 
continued their ride 
back to her house.”

This sighting of the 
duo comes two days 
after it was announced 
that Gomez had called 
it quits with her boy-
friend of 10 months, 
The Weeknd. Gomez 
and Bieber have been 
spending time togeth-
er recently. Over the 
weekend, the duo was 

spotted grabbing breakfast and attending 
church together. And now that they’re enjoy-
ing more time together, what’s the status of 
their relationship?

“What’s great is I get to work 
with a great actor, Dhanush, 
who is a huge star in India, 
he’s a great actor, but also a 
great dancer, a great 

singer, he has a 
very unique way 

of dancing and mov-
ing, he’s just very charming,”

SELENA GOMEZ AND JUSTIN BIEBER
SHARE “SWEET” MOMENT ON 

BIKE RIDE TOGETHER


