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SUMMIT REPORT
N , 25 N :

Namchi is preparing to host its an-
nual tourism fest known as Namchi 

Mahotsav 2017 from 01-03 Dec. The 
organizing committee today conducted 
a joint cleanliness drive at Central Park 
and various places of the town. 

The drive was participated by ba-
zaar community members, shopkeep-
ers, Namchi police personnel, residents, 
Namchi Municipal Committee members, 
department of icers, SSTDS members 
and the organizing committee members. 

Organizing committee president, Ga-
gan Rai informed that the festival this year 
will promote organic products of the State 
along with traditions, culture and food of 
different communities of the State.   

“Rural sports competitions and 
lower show competition will be some 

of the highlights of the three-day long 
mahotsav,” Mr Rai informed. 

The three-day event is being or-
ganized under the guidance of South 
District Tourism Development Society 
[SSTDS] with an aim to promote tour-
ism, culture, food of various indigenous 
tribal communities of the State. 

The festival also aims to provide oppor-
tunities and a platform for the youth of the 
area to showcase their talents in various ar-
eas of tourism and thereby carve ways for a 
sustainable income for their future.

The tourism fests will also have visi-
tors indulge in an array of activities like 
paragliding, rock-climbing, trekking 
and bird-watching.

Local and guest artists are also 
scheduled to perform in the fest. Re-
nowned Nepali singer Merina Rai is 
also set to perform in the mahotsav. 

NITESH PRADHAN/IPR
G , 25 N :

The looming danger of a 
Glacial Lake Outburst 

Flood in South Lhonak 
lake in North Sikkim has 
meant an increase in 
threat to life and property 
for those living along riv-
er Teesta. The lake locat-

ed at 5245 meters above 
sea level was spread over 
17.54 hectares in the year 
1977 which drastically in-
creased to 98.73 hectares 
in 2008. The lake contains 
approximately 53 billion 
litres of water.

Recognizing the need 
to address this threat, 

the state government has 
been collaborating with 
various agencies to ind 
ways to prevent any large 
scale calamity. Last year 
in September, an inter-de-
partmental expedition 
comprising scientists, en-
gineers and of icials had 
installed a siphoning sys-
tem at the lake meant to 
drain some of the water. 
This was expected to low-
er water level in the lake 
by 2 metres by this winter.

Following up on such 
measures, an inception 
meeting with the stake-
holders related to mit-
igation of Glacial Lake 
Outburst Flood [GLOF] in 
South Lhonak Lake was 

held at a local hotel today.
The meeting was 

chaired by State Relief Com-
missioner-cum-Secretary 
Land Revenue & Disaster 
Management Department, 
Tsegyal Tashi, along with 
consultant from Ladakh, 
Sonam Wangchuk [Stu-
dents’ Educational & Cul-
tural Movement of Ladakh], 
Special Secretary-LR&DMD, 
Rinzing Chewang, and other 
senior of icers of LR&DM 
Department.

Commissioner-cum-Sec-
retary while addressing the 
gathering welcomed every-
one and briefed about the 
South Lhonak Lake, located 
in the extreme North-west-
ern parts of Sikkim which is 

also one of the fastest grow-
ing lakes in Sikkim Himalaya.

“The lake is fast in-
creasing in its size in an ex-
tremely abnormal way due 
to the melting of the South 
Lhonak glacier attached 
with the lake and addi-
tional melting water from 
adjoining North Lhonak 
glacier and main Lhonak 
glacier. The abnormal 
growth of the volume of 
the lake is a great concern 
in terms of glacial lake out-
burst loods, he stated. The 
lake is purely a glacial mo-
raine dammed lake which 
is vulnerable in terms of 
GLOF and the team of State 
Authority is working on its 

Meeting discusses mitigation of GLOF 
risk posed by South Lhonak Lake
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Preparations for Namchi Mahotsav begin with cleanliness drive  

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 25 N : 

Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha started its state-

wide Jatiya Ekta and 
Sadhbhawna Yatra from 
the capital this morning. 
The main objective of the 
initiative taken by the 
youth front of the party 
is to maintain the clean, 
transparent and commu-
nal harmony in Sikkim, 
informs an SKM press 
release. 

On the irst day of 
the yatra, 102 vehicles 
moved towards West 
Sikkim, the release men-
tions.

The yatra was lagged 
off by the SKM acting 
president, Kunga Nima 
from the capital this 
morning and travelled 

to Jorethang, Naya Ba-
zaar, Chakung, Sombaria, 
Budiakhop and Okhe-
rey before halting at 
Soreng-Singling on the 
irst day.

It is informed that 
SKM chief coordinator, 
Sonam Lama, working 
president, Navin Karki, 
secretary general, Arun 
Uprety, general secretary 
[press & publicity], Bi-
kash Basnet, chief youth 
convener, Janak Gurung 
and youth are participat-
ing in the yatra.

The party’s delega-
tion also met and inter-
acted with former Dep-
uty Chief Minister, PT 
Luksom and winning and 
other independent Pan-
chayat candidates from 
West Sikkim.

SKM launches Jatiya Ekta 
and Sadhbhawna Yatra

SUMMIT REPORT
N , 25 N : 

South District Football 
Association [SDFA] 

felicitated Komal Thatal 
today for being the irst 
footballer of the state to 
play in a World Cup in a 
function organized here 
at Of icer’s Club Namchi 
by SDFA.

On the occasion, Nam-
chi Sport Hostel coach, 
Suren Chhetri was also 
felicitated by the associ-
ation for nurturing such 
rural talents and guiding 
them in this sport.

Addressing the func-
tion, president SDFA, 
Binod Rai congratulated 
Komal for his achieve-
ment and he also thanked 
him on behalf of the State 
and footballers for be-
coming the irst player 
from Sikkim to play in 
the World Cup. Komal 
was in the Indian team 
that played in the U-19 
World Cup held in India 
earlier this year.

Mr Rai also thanked 
the state government for 
providing a platform and 
opportunities for our rural 
kids in the form of insti-
tutes like Namchi Sports 
Hostel which has given 

SDFA felicitates Komal Thatal 
and coach Suren Chhetri

birth to a number of players who 
are playing professional football to-
day. He further thanked coach Suren 
Chettri for his contributions towards 
the state and mentoring youngsters.

Mr. Rai said that SDFA has always 
been working to promote rural tal-
ents and will continue to do so.

In his address, Komal shared 
memories of his early childhood 
and said that he had never expected 
to play on such a level.

He shared that initially his fam-

ily, like many others, wanted him to 
focus on studies but his love for the 
game only grew.

“My dream started coming true 
when I got selected in NSH Under-13. 
From that moment on, my family sup-
ported me and always encouraged 
me to excel in my game. I made up my 
mind to take this opportunity to make 
my family proud,” said Komal.

Every young footballer needs 
opportunities and encouragement 

STPI 
Director 
General 
calls on CM
G , 25 N  (IPR): 
Director General, Soft-
ware Technology Parks 
of India [STPI], Omkar 
Rai called on Chief Minis-
ter, Pawan Chamling this 
evening at his of icial res-
idence at Mintogang. Mr 
Rai was accompanied by 
MP Lok Sabha, Sikkim, PD 
Rai, along with Jurisdic-
tional Director, STPI, PK 
Das and Senior Director, 
STPI, Devesh Tyagi.

DG, STPI, Omkar Rai 
submitted a proposal 
to the Chief Minister re-
questing for an acre of 
land or a built-up space 
to upscale the existing 
infrastructure and build 
a state-of-the-art Incuba-
tion Centre. He submitted 
that the upgraded facility 
will have the capacity to 
support IT needs of the 
State, especially the new 
Start-ups. 

He added that the 
proposal is intended for 
the bene it of the people 
of Sikkim and will bring 
about a synergy between 
the IT infrastructure and 
the policy of the Govern-
ment to encourage and 
support Start-up ventures, 
and other programmes of 
the government.

The proposal received 
the in-principal approval 
from the Chief Minister, 
who agreed to provide 
7000 sq ft of built-up space 
in the heart of the capital in 
about a week’s time.

DG, STPI, assured that 
the facility will be a world 
class incubation centre 
which will provide robust 
bandwidth, state-of-the-
art facility, Network op-
erating centre, apart from 
providing employment to 
the people of Sikkim.

MP Lok Sabha, PD 
Rai congratulated and 
thanked the Chief Minis-
ter for the success of the 
two-day Kanchanpanda 
Start-up Fest 2017. He ap-
prised the Chief Minister 
that there were over 3000 
registrations and all the 
sessions were highly en-
gaging and useful for the 
young participants.

The Chief Minister 
thanked the visiting dele-
gates for their participa-
tion in the two-day fest and 
for their visit to Sikkim. 
He stated that Sikkim is a 
peaceful state and is very 
conducive for develop-
ments in the IT sector, and 
urged them to contribute 
positively for the develop-
ment of the State.



2 SummitTIMES | 26 November 2017 SikkimSCAN

to book 
advertise-
ments in 
Summit 
Times, 

mail us at 
advertise@

summit-
times.com

or Call
9933427505
9734152451
9647102692

03592-
208698

HAVE  A STORY TO  SHARE?
email 

news@summittimes.com

CONTACT

 Summit TIMES
REPORTERS 
NAMCHI
9832048410,
9775736596 
SINGTAM

7699771651
MANGAN/ DIKCHU

9832612485/
9434011213
SILIGURI

9609066814

to book 
advertisements in 
SummitTimes, call

03592-208698
9734152541

SIR THUTOB NAMGYAL MEMORIAL HOSPITAL
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM

GANGTOK,SIKKIM
Ref No. 35/GH/17-18 Dated 24.11.17

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
The sealed quotation are invited from the interested and regis-
tered dealer at Gangtok for the supply and refi lling of fi re fi ghting 
equipments of STNM Hospital, Gangtok.
Important Dates.
Date of issue of quotation form : 5th December and 6th December 

2017.
Date of submission of quotation form : 14th December 2017 before 12 

Noon.
Date & time for opening of quotation form : 14th December 2017 at 2.00 PM.

For further details, Terms & Conditions, visit or contact offi  ce of the 
Director cum Medical Superintendent, STNM Hospital, Gangtok.

Sd/-
Director cum Medical Superintendent

R.O. No. 429/ipr/pub/classi/17-18 dt. 25.11.2017  STNM Hospital, Gangtok

WANGCHUK BHUTIA
M , 25 N :

Sikkim Legislative Assembly Dep-
uty Speaker cum MLA [Dzongu], 

Sonam Gyatso Lepcha along with 
Sub Divisional Magistrate [Dzongu], 
Tshering Dorjee Bhutia and Block 
Development Of icer [Dzongu], KR 
Limboo visited Mantam Lake at Up-
per Dzongu, North Sikkim on 24 Nov. 

Mr Lepcha and the of icials in-
spected the ongoing construction 
of the 140m long suspension foot 
bridge across the lake.  

Impressed with the ‘mini beach’ 
formed by the sediments deposited 
along the bank of the lake Mr Lepcha 
said that the beach looked like the 
ones in Goa. 

“I’ve heard that a lot of people come 
here for recreational purposes like pic-
nic,” Mr Lepcha said further adding, “It 
certainly looks like mini Goa.”

When asked about the resto-
ration of connectivity between the 
cutoff GPUs and the rest of the State, 
Mr Lepcha informed that the highest 
bridge to be constructed at Kayam 
has already been sanctioned by the 
government and is likely to go on 
loors ‘very soon’. 

In the mean time, an alternate 
route to Lingdem, Kayam, Ruklu and 
Laven has been restored from the 
right bank of Mantam Lake.

It may be recalled that the Man-
tam Lake, which was formed due to 
a landslide last year, had cut off 11 

villages of Upper Dzongu. In order to 
restore connectivity to these villages, 
the District Administration and the 
Land Revenue and Disaster Manage-
ment Department had immediately 
put into operation two motorized 
rafts to ferry people across the lake.

Recently, after the monsoons, 
heavy sediments brought down by 
the raging Tholung Chu were depos-
ited in Mantam Lake resulting in the 
motorized rafts being unable to op-
erate in the water due to its shallow-
ness and high currents. 

In order to immediately re-
store connectivity to the villages of 
Tingvong GPU and Sakyong Pentong 
GPU, the District Administration had 
constructed a 140m long bamboo 
bridge across the river. 

In order to permanently restore 

connectivity to the two GPUs, the 
District Administration decided to 
construct a 140m long suspension 
foot bridge across the lake in Sept.  
Once the four-month long construc-
tion work is complete, connectivity 
will be restored permanently.

Dzongu MLA and of icials inspect work at Mantam Lake

M , 25 N  [IPR]: 
North Sikkim District 
Administration observed 
Samvidhan Diwas [Con-
stitution Day] at its 
premises today with Dis-
trict Magistrate [North], 
Karma R Bonpo reading 
out the Preamble of the 
Constitution of India to 
the gathered of icers.  

The Government of 

India declared 26 Nov as 
Constitution Day in 2015 
by a gazette noti ication. 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi made the declara-
tion on 11 Oct, 2015 while 
laying the foundation 
stone of the B R Ambedkar 
memorial in Mumbai. On 
this day in 1949, the Con-
stituent Assembly of India 
adopted the Constitution 

of India, and it came into 
effect on 26 Jan, 1950. 

Since Constitution 
Day falls on Sunday, the 
administration decided 
to celebrate the occasion 
a day in advance. 

Constitution Day is 
celebrated to spread the 
importance of the consti-
tution and thoughts and 
ideas of Ambedkar.

North DAC observes 
Samvidhan Diwas 

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 25 NOV:

Sikkim State Legal Ser-
vices Authority under 

the direction of Sikkim 
SLSA executive chair-
person and Judge, High 
Court of Sikkim, Justice 
Meenakshi Madan Rai 
conducted a training and 
sensitization programme 
for the prison of icials of 
Rongyek State Central 
Prison, East Sikkim and 
Boomtar District Prison, 
South Sikkim at SLSA of-
ice in Development Area, 

Gangtok today, a press re-
lease from SLSA informs. 

The sensitization 
programme was held to 
sensitize the prison of i-
cials on their functions, 
duties, responsibilities 
and the rights and duties 
of prisoners. 

District and Sessions 
Judge [South], Suraj 
Chettri who was one of 
the resource persons of 
the event spoke on the 

rights and duties of pris-
oners while another re-
source person and panel 
Advocate of Sikkim SLSA, 
Tashi Rapden Barfungpa 
talked about the func-
tions, duties and respon-
sibilities of prison author-
ities, reads the release.

The programme was 

also attended by Assis-
tant Superintendent of 
Prison [Rongyek Central 
Prison], Vinod Tamang 
and Assistant Superinten-
dent of Prison [Boomtar 
District Prison], SK Shres-
tha along with the of i-
cials of both the prisons.

SLSA conducts sensitization 
prog on prison of icials

Retired IPS 
Of icer dies in 
car accident
SUMMIT REPORT 
G , 25 N :

Retired Police Of icer, 
62-year-old T Nor-

bu Bhutia has died in a 
road accident on Friday 
night. The vehicle he was 
driving fell approximate-
ly 200-300 ft down the 
road near RSK construc-
tion site on the bank of 
River Rangeet at Rolu 
Mandir Road in South 
Sikkim. Mr Bhutia who 
was the only occupant of 
the vehicle died on the 
spot. Late Bhutia was a 
resident of Sombaria in 
West Sikkim. A case has 
been registered, under 
Section 279/304A of the 
IPC, at Jorethang Police 
Station.

Two 13-year-
old boys missing 
from Khamdong
G , 25 N : Two 
13-year-old boys from 
Khamdong, East Sikkim 
have been reported miss-
ing by Singtam Police 
Station. 

According to the 
missing report iled by 
the parents, the boys 
were friends and used to 
sleepover in each other 
homes quite frequently. 

On 19 Nov however 
both the boys went miss-
ing from their homes. 

The parents conduct-
ed a thorough search of 
the village before iling 
a complaint at the police 
station. 

All the nearby police 
stations have been in-
formed about the missing 
boys. Anti-Human Traf-
icking Unit, Gangtok, Lo-

cal NGOs and State Legal 
Service Authorities have 
also been informed and 
efforts are being made to 
trace the missing boys. 

Girl sexually 
assaulted in 
West Sikkim
G , 25 N : A 
22-year-old man from 
West Sikkim has been ac-
cused of sexually assault-
ing a 19-year-old girl on 
24 Nov. 

The victim was re-
portedly cutting grass in 
a jungle near her resi-
dence when the accused 
grabbed her and commit-
ted the crime. 

She was later found 
crying by her aunt who 
took her home and re-
ported the incident to 
the police. The victim 
was then sent to Gyalsh-
ing Hospital for medical 
examination. 

The accused on the 
other hand was booked 
with sexual assault 
charges and arrested by 
the police.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 25 N : 

A meeting of the youth 
front of Bharatiya 

Janta Party state-unit 
was held at the party-of-
ice, Ranipool today, 

which was led by the 
youth front vice-pres-
idents, Sancho Lepcha 
and Sonam Lepcha and 
youth front mahamantri, 
Bikash Dahal.

A BJP press release 
informs that ten youths 
from in and around Gang-
tok joined the BJP during 
the meeting. The release 
states that speakers in 
the meeting encouraged 
the youth to come for-
ward to work for the 
development of the soci-
ety and to lead youth on 
the productive and right 
path.

BJP Sikkim’s youth 
front holds meeting
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Gangtok on 

Sunday, 
26 Nov

Temp: 18°C /07°C
Forecast: 19°C/06°C 
[Clouds and sunshine 
with widely separat-
ed thundershowers] 
Sunrise: 06:03 AM
Sunset: 4:41 PM

Contd from pg01

CENTRE FOR RESEARCH & TRAINING IN INFORMATICS
(AN AUTONOMOUS BODY UNDER THE DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY)

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM,
NEAR POWER SECRETARIAT, ANNEX – I BUILDING, TOP FLOOR,

KAZI ROAD, GANGTOK – 737101, PH: 03592-207426
Ref no: 190/CRTI/DIT/2017             Date: 17/11/17

WALK-IN-INTERVIEW
Centre For Research & Training In Informatics (CRTI), an autonomous body under the Department of In-

formation Technology, Government of Sikkim is conducting a Walk in Interview on 5th December 2017 to fi ll up 
the under mentioned positions for the operation of State Data Centre.

SL.NO. JOB DISCRIPTION REQUIREMENT SALARY/MONTH
1. Data Engineer 1 no Rs.20,000/-
2 BMS, NOC, Helpdesk Engineer 5 nos Rs. 15,000/-

For further details applicants may kindly visit www.sikkim.gov.in
Sd/- 

R.O. No. 421/ipr/pub/classi./17-18 dt. 21.11.17    EXECUTIVE

Workshop 
on ZED 
certi ication 
and GST held 
at Rangpo

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 25 N :

A daylong awareness 
workshop on ZED 

(Zero Defect - Zero Effect) 
certi ication and Goods 
and Services Tax (GST) 
was organized by Small 
& Medium Enterprises 
(MSME) - Development 
Institute, Gangtok (under 
Ministry of MSME, Govt. of 
India) in association with 
Rangpo Nagar Panchayat 
at Rangpo on 24 Nov, a 
press release informs. 

Assistant Directors 
[MSME],  Narayan Saw, 
Ashok Kumar Gautam 
and Rajesh Sapra inter-
acted with participants 
on ZED (Zero Defect - 
Zero Effect) certi ication, 
the newly introduced 
certi ication scheme 
steered by Ministry of 
Micro, Small & Medium 
Enterprises, Government 
of India to reduce the 
defect in manufacturing 
to compete in the global 
market and reduce the 
negative effect on envi-
ronment during produc-
tion process. 

Assistant Director 
[Commercial Tax De-
partment, Government 
of Sikkim], Bikash Diyali 
informed the gathering 
about GST information 
technology process and 
addressed various is-
sues raised by business 
communities related to 
GST, the newly intro-
duced tax regime. 

The workshop was at-
tended by Rangpo Nagar 
Panchayat councilors 
and MSME of icials along 
with the public and busi-
ness enthusiasts of the 
area, reads the release. 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 25 N :

The closing ceremony of Hausla, a 
festival to celebrate children living 

in Child Care Institutions across the 
country organized by the Ministry of 
Women and Child Development was 
held at New Delhi on 20 Nov, a press 

release reads. 
The week-long festival was attend-

ed by 700 children from various CCIs of 
the country 

Various sports events were held 
during the festival like 100 meter race, 
100x4 meter relay race, long jump, high 
jump and football matches for both 

boys and girls. 
Sikkim won the boys football tour-

ney by defeating Rajasthan 4-0 in the 
inals. 

Legendary cricketer and Bharat 
Ratna recipient, Sachin Tendulkar gave 
away the trophy to the home team. 

On the other hand, Sikkim girl’s 

team lost to Chattisgarh in the inals. 
Further, Sikkim was recognized 

for its commitment in the nationwide 
Swachhata movement. Minister of 
State for Women and Child Develop-
ment, Dr Virendra Kumar handed over 
the Swachhata trophy to the team, in-
forms the release. 

Team Sikkim shines in Hausla

early warning system to 
be installed,” he added.

State Relief Commis-
sioner also said that the 
State Climate Change Cell 
under Sikkim State Disas-
ter Management Author-
ity is actively engaged in 
the study of South Lhonak 
Lake with support of 
Department of Science 
and Technology, Water 
Department, Mines and 
Geology Department and 
team from Ladakh con-
sultancy. They also con-
ducted expeditions, and 
made various decisions 
to create precautions and 
preventions on GLOF.

Indo Tibetan Border 
Police and team from 
SECMOL are also help-
ing a lot in inspecting the 

lake in coordination with 
Sikkim Government and 
UNDP, he stated.

Next year after some 
meetings and orientation 
programmes, the team 
with effective strategy 
will lead to better ways 
to avoid problems and 
threats. A GLOF haz-
ard speci ic evacuation 
and response plan will 
be prepared for all the 
towns/settlements lying 
downstream of the lake, 
he added.

He also urged the lo-
cal people for coopera-
tion to control and over-
come such hazards.

Earlier, Mr Wangchuk 
from SECMOL stressed 
on the mitigation strate-
gy where he talked about 
global warming and the 

problems and threats 
faced by the glacier and 
lakes worldwide.  Miti-
gation strategy is needed 
for safety of people living 
in the region, he said.

Mr Wangchuk, who is 
an expert on Himalayan 
glaciers, said investiga-
tions in Indian Himalaya 
suggest that most of the 
glaciers are retreating 
and also losing mass. This 
consistent shrinkage in 
mass and extent can af-
fect stream runoff over 
a long term. In addition, 
this process can be fur-
ther in luenced if more 
glacial lakes are formed 
due to increase in debris 
cover and if black carbon 
[soot] is transported in 
accumulation areas of 
the glaciers. Therefore, 

continuous monitoring 
is needed to understand 
changing dynamics of Hi-
malayan glaciers.

Some of the concerns 
voiced by the stakehold-
ers was installation of 
warning systems along 
the Teesta river basin 
along with capacity build-
ing and training in any di-
saster prone situation.

Earlier, a presen-
tation on Mitigation of 
GLOF in South Lhonak 
Lake was showcased by 
Additional Director, SSD-
MA, Land Revenue and 
Disaster Management 
Department, GC Khanal.

The meeting was 
followed by an open 
discussion participated 
by Sub Divisional Mag-
istrates, Panchayats, of-

icials from various line 
departments, and senior 
of icers from concerned 
department.

The potential danger 
posed by the lake was 
irst assessed in 2013 by 

scientists from the Na-
tional Remote Sensing 

Centre (NRSC) in Hyder-
abad. The NRSC scien-
tists estimated that the 
South Lhonak lake had 
a 42 percent probability 
of bursting and causing 
devastating loods down-
stream in populated ar-
eas, a risk they rated as 

“very high”. The risk such 
lakes present is that the 
rocky moraines at their 
feet could give way sud-
denly under the pressure 
of the water, triggering a 
massive outburst lood 
that would drain most of 
the lake at once.

Meeting discusses mitigation of GLOF risk posed by South Lhonak Lake

YOGEN THATAL
S , 25 N :

Residents of Lal Bazaar in Sing-
tam have shared concerns over 

the weak electric pole still stand-
ing in the area with its base and 
supporting plate damaged after 
being hit by a heavy vehicle a few 

months back. 
The only protection measure 

taken is a stone weighing more 
than 10 kilos placed at its base to 
support the pole.

Application requesting for pro-
tective measures had already been 
submitted to the Superintendent 
Engineer of Power Department in 

Topa Khani, enclosed with names 
and signatures of all the concerned 
residents of the area, on 09 Nov.

“The concerned department 
has still not taken up any action re-
garding the issue. Baha’i School and 
ICDS are located very near to the 
electric pole which increases our 
concern,” expressed some locals.

Singtam’s damaged electric pole remains unrepaired 

SAGAR CHHETRI
G , 25 N : 

Ranka Block Admin-
istrative Centre or-

ganised a welcome pro-
gramme for newly elect-
ed Panchayats today. A 
coordination meeting and 
programme on Solid Liq-
uid Waste Management 
was also held on the day.

The programme was 
attended by Upper Bur-
tuk MLA, DR Thapa and 
Martam-Rumtek MLA, 
Dr Mechung Bhutia, who 

welcomed the newly 
elected Panchayats. On 
the occasion, former Zil-
la and Gram Panchayat 
members were also fe-
licitated along with few 
other staff members.

MLA Dr Bhutia en-
couraged the people and 
Panchayats to make the 
solid waste management 
programme successful 
and further develop tour-
ism in Martam Rumtek 
constituency.

MLA Mr Thapa talk-

ed about the role of the 
Panchayats in disbursing 
government bene its to 
genuine bene iciaries and 
to encourage people to 
work for the overall de-
velopment of the village. 
All former Zilla and Gram 
panchayats were felicitat-
ed along with few distin-
guished staff members.

Likewise, BDO [Ran-
ka], Bikram Rai stressed 
upon the important role 
of Panchayats in the devel-
opment of the village.

Ranka BAC welcomes newly 
elected Panchayats

Human 
traf icking in 
India rose 25 
per cent in 
2016: Experts
K , N  25 (PTI): 
Nearly 20,000 women 
and children were victims 
of human traf icking in 
India in 2016, a rise of al-
most 25 percent from the 
previous year.

Experts cited data 
from the National Crime 
Records Bureau (NCRB) 
at the opening day of the 
two-day International 
Anti-Human Traf icking 
Conference today, to show 
how traf ickers lure thou-
sands of people each year.

The conference, or-
ganised by the Kolkata 
Mary Ward Social Centre 
(KMWSC) and the Dar-
jeeling Mary Ward Social 
Centre (DMWSC), aims at 
strengthening awareness 
about the crime and shar-
ing best practises with 
like-minded NGOs and 
governments.

from our families and so-
ciety as we cannot decide 
what is good for us when 
we are young, he added.

He thanked his coach, 
Suren Chettri, the state 
government for setting 
up institutions like Nam-
chi Sports Hostel and 
SDFA for felicitating him.

Coach Suren Chettri 
said that his work is only 
to mentor and guide 
young footballers but ul-
timately it is the players’ 
hard work that will make 
them successful. 

Stating that many 
people have contribut-
ed In Komal’s success he 
thanked the state gov-
ernment and 

Department of Sports 
and Youth Affairs for pro-
viding opportunities for 
young talents. He also 
thanked SDFA for recog-
nizing his work.

SDFA felicitates 
Komal Thatal 
and coach 
Suren Chhetri
Contd from pg01
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For Some Activism against 
Gender Violence

This fortnight, discuss the denials and 
ill-treatments foisted on women

Each year, from 25 November to 10 December, the 
United Nations and women’s groups around the 

world gather ranks to organize “Sixteen Days of Ac-
tivism Against Gender Violence” to draw attention to 
the continuing violence against women, at home, out 
in the open and in the work-place. The string of special 
Days include 25 November, designated by the UN as 
“Day Against Violence Against Women”; 01 December, 
“World AIDS Day”; 06 December, “anniversary of the 
Montreal Massacre” when 14 women engineering stu-
dents were gunned down for being feminists and 10 
December, “Human Rights Day”.

A Day is earmarked for issues demanding consis-
tent governmental and people’s support so that at least 
once a year, they take centre-stage and force everyone 
to take notice. The fact that violence against women 
demands 16 Days of Activism in the public domain 
[with those involved in curbing it working at their own 
levels the rest of the year] says a lot about how much 
this underbelly of the society continues to haunt. The 
16 Days are not just marked for India or the Middle 
East which are notorious for their persistent insult of 
women, but are observed across the world. The choice 
of ‘Days’ which fall during these 16 days is also telling. 
It is important to remember abused women on World 
AIDS Day because a victim of abuse is not in a position 
to demand safe sex. The carnage of Montreal remem-
bered on 06 December is important because it brings 
home the fact that violence against women is not just 
a Third World aberration and is a social concern all 
over the world. Rounding up the 16 Days of Activism 
against gender violence with the Human Rights Day is 
apt for obvious reasons – human rights are infringed 
upon not only by the establishment, but also by peo-
ple at home, by husbands who beat up their wives 
and families which sanction female foeticide and look 
the other way when an abused lady needs support or 
work hard to justify denials on the basis of gender and 
appear comfortable with unequal treatment.

In the context of Sikkim, as far as the of icial policy 
goes, women’s issues are not ignored here, but the es-
tablishment can only ensure the Rights, it cannot prick 
social conscience. For something like that, women, at 
least for some days in the year, need to come out on 
the streets, they need to be contacted in the bastis and 
the towns, they need to rally together and understand 
what their rights are, realize how some of them are 
still victims at home and at the work place and decide 
how things can be improved. In any society where 
alcoholism and substance abuse are high and where 
parochial nationalism is not only not frowned upon 
but even embraced and where women continue to be 
denied equal treatment, domestic violence can be ex-
pected to be high as well. 

It goes without saying that domestic violence is not 
rare in Sikkim, or anywhere for that matter. What is 
also a fact is that domestic violence is loud and vicious, 
meaning that neighbours in the now cheek-by-jowl 
tenements of Sikkim are also in the know of these vio-
lent episodes. But no one intervenes. Even if one is to 
accept that domestic disputes are uncomfortable situ-
ations to intervene into, surely, when violence comes 
into the mix, someone should have done something… 
called in the cops at least. Societal indifference is ac-
tually an instigator for domestic violence. According 
to a report released by the World Health Organisa-
tion [WHO], up to 70% of women experience physical 
and/or sexual violence by an intimate partner at some 
point in their lives. What is the statistic for Sikkim? We 
have not even bothered to ind out. That is how uncar-
ing Sikkim is because it is comfortable with being so 
un-informed. Violence against women is an issue that 
needs to be addressed and it is not the government’s 
job to do even this for the society – it has to be the civil 
society, social bodies and women’s organizations that 
have to stand up to the task and address the problem. 
Such engagement is also necessary because only af-
ter the society at large resolves to address an obvious 
problem which stares them in the face every day, will 
it eventually mature to address the more nuanced and 
chronically internalized denials and ill-treatments like 
compromised identities, sti led ambitions and inex-
cusable sidelining of women in Sikkim. But then again, 
with even the tokenism missing, expecting genuine in-
terventions might be a bit too much.

WRITE US: Readers are invited to comment 
on, criticise, run down, even appreciate if they like 
something in this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ 
indecorous language and personal attacks, except 
when against people responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored. Letters 
which carry forward a conversation or initiate a 
dialogue will command immediate attention and receive 
prominence.  
Mail us at: letters@summittimes.com

ROSA FREEDMAN
theconversation.com

Many Rohingya people who have led 
the ethnic cleansing in Myanmar 

are now living as refugees in Bangla-
desh. And now, the two countries have 
reportedly struck a deal to return them 
home. Returning Rohingya people to the 
hands of their persecutors not only vio-
lates international law, but raises funda-
mental questions about how the world 
protects those leeing the most heinous 
crimes and abuses.

This deal comes just days after Ratko 
Mladic was sentenced to life imprison-
ment for his role in the Srebrenica mas-
sacre, which took place in Bosnia even 
as news cameras broadcast footage 
around the world – in much the same 
way as they have documented this latest 
crisis of ethnic cleansing.

As far as Myanmar is concerned, the 
deal will ease the increasing pressure 
it faces from both the United Nations 
and its Asian neighbours. The Myanmar 
government has no interest in welcom-
ing Rohingya refugees home with open 
arms; those Rohingya who remain in 
Myanmar are treated as an alien peo-
ple, denied citizenship and basic rights, 
and systematically persecuted. The 
Myanmar government maintains that 
the recent spike in violence did not 
amount to ethnic cleansing, that it was 
not state-sponsored, sanctioned or con-
doned, and that the Rohingya are safe to 
return. But those words are empty.

Abundant irst-hand reports and 
documentary footage all point to the 
same thing: ethnic cleansing conduct-
ed by state actors. Top UN of icials have 
been using the term “ethnic cleansing” 
for some time, and the US secretary of 
state, Rex Tillerson, is now using it too.

Given that Myanmar is refusing to 
take responsibility for the atrocities, let 
alone to provide guarantees of protec-
tion and justice for the Rohingya, it beg-
gars belief not just that the country is 
asking those refugees to return, but that 
Bangladesh would provide its support.

Under international law, refugees 
who lee atrocities are afforded funda-
mental protections. Above all, they are 
protected by the principles of offering 
asylum and of non-refoulement – pro-
tection against return to a country 
where a person has reason to fear per-

secution.
Bangladesh will of course insist that 

Myanmar wants these people to return, 
and that only those choosing to do so 
voluntarily will be returned. But that 
ignores the facts on the ground. Rohing-
ya refugees’ options are bleak: remain 
in the squalid camps, somehow escape 
into Bangladeshi society with no for-
mal documentation or status, or return 
home and face persecution.

BLEAK FUTURE
Bangladesh has not acceded to the 1951 
Refugee Convention or its 1967 Proto-
col. The country has no law to regulate 
the administration of refugee affairs or 
guarantee refugees’ rights. And despite 
many decades of persecution and abus-
es in Myanmar, Bangladesh has never 
allowed the Rohingya to claim asylum. 
Those who make it to Bangladesh are 
placed in overcrowded camps without 
basic provisions, and there they remain 
unless they choose to return to Myan-
mar.

The idea of voluntary return stems 
from a 1993 agreement between Ban-
gladesh and Myanmar, under which 
those Rohingya who can prove their 
identity must ill in forms with the 
names of family members, their pre-
vious address in Myanmar, their date 
of birth, and a disclaimer that they are 
returning voluntarily. But those who 
do choose to return will face extortion, 
arbitrary taxation, and restrictions on 
freedom of movement. Many will be re-

quired to undertake forced labour, and 
some will face state-sponsored violence 
and extrajudicial killings.

Those who remain in Bangladesh, on 
the other hand, face a lifetime in camps 
where human rights abuses are rife, 
with insuf icient and inadequate food, 
water, housing or healthcare. Fleeing 
these camps leaves them undocument-
ed and vulnerable to traf icking, ex-
ploitation and abuse.

Whatever individual Rohingya peo-
ple in Bangladesh might decide to do, 
their future is bleak. And that’s not good 
enough. The international community 
has long known about the systematic 
persecution of this people. The inter-
national community has long ignored 
the atrocities perpetrated against them. 
And the international community has 
long tolerated the cover-ups and excus-
es from the government of Myanmar. 
This time it needs to be different.

Bangladesh should step up and 
provide refuge to those who have been 
seeking it for 25 years. Myanmar’s 
neighbouring states and allies should 
help properly resettle the hundreds of 
thousands of undocumented Rohingya 
who have led Myanmar, and Myanmar 
itself should be held to account for the 
atrocities it commits. There’s no point 
saying “never again” unless action is 
taken.

[the writer is Professor of Law, 
Con lict and Global Develop-
ment, University of Reading]

Three or four 
cups of coffee 
a day do you 

more good than 
harm – new 

study suggests
ROBIN POOLE
theconversation.com

Drinking moderate amounts 
of coffee – about three or 

four cups a day – is more likely 
to bene it our health than harm 
it, our latest research shows. 
This is important to know be-
cause around the world over 
two billion cups of coffee are 
consumed every day.

Earlier studies have sug-
gested bene icial links between 
coffee drinking and liver dis-
ease. Our research group has 
an interest in liver conditions. 
As such, we had previously 
conducted two meta-analyses, 
one looking for links between 
coffee drinking and cirrhosis 
and another at coffee drink-
ing and cancer of the liver. We 
found that there was a lower 
risk of both conditions in peo-
ple who drank more coffee.

Most of the evidence, how-
ever, is from observational 
studies, which can only ind 
probable associations but can’t 
prove cause and effect. To over-
come these limitations, we 
plan to conduct a randomised 
controlled trial in patients with 
non-alcoholic fatty liver dis-
ease to see if coffee works as a 
treatment to reduce the risk of 
the disease progressing.

But before we can start giv-
ing coffee to patients, we needed 
to know whether coffee drinking 
had any recognised harms, so we 
decided to conduct an umbrella 
review to capture as much im-
portant information about coffee 
drinking and health as we could. 
Umbrella reviews combine pre-
vious meta-analyses and give a 
high level summary of research 
indings.

MANY BENEFITS
Overall, our umbrella analy-
sis showed that drinking cof-
fee is more often linked with 
bene its than harms. For some 
conditions, the largest bene it 
appeared to be associated with 
drinking three to four cups of 
coffee each day. This included 
lower risk of death from any 
causes, or getting heart dis-
ease. Drinking coffee beyond 
these amounts was not associ-
ated with harm, but the bene-
its were less pronounced.

Drinking coffee was also as-
sociated with a lower risk of de-
veloping type 2 diabetes, met-
abolic syndrome, gallstones, 
renal stones and gout. We also 
found that it was associated 
with a lower risk of getting 
some types of cancer, Parkin-
son’s disease, depression and 
Alzheimer’s disease. But liver 
diseases stood out as having 
the greatest bene it compared 
with other conditions.

Reassuringly, harms were 
not apparent apart from during 
pregnancy when coffee drink-
ing was linked to low birth 
weight, premature birth (in the 
irst six months of pregnancy) 

and miscarriage. This is not new 
knowledge, and there are guide-
lines for limiting caffeine intake 
in pregnancy. We also found a 
small increase in risk of fracture 
in women, but there is some 
discrepancy in the evidence and 
further investigation is needed. 

CAREFUL HOW YOU 
CONSUME IT

Findings of our umbrella re-
view should be interpreted 
with caution. Evidence in the 
review came mainly from ob-
servational research, so we 
can’t extrapolate our indings 
to suggest people start drink-
ing coffee or increasing their 
intake in attempts to become 
healthier. What we can say is 
that people who already enjoy 
moderate amounts of coffee 
as part of their diet are most 
probably getting health bene-
its from it, rather than harm.

Our research is about cof-
fee. It’s not about sugar, syrups, 
biscuits, cakes and pastries. 
Standard health messages still 
apply to those types of food. 
In other words, if you already 
drink coffee, enjoy it, but try to 
make it as healthy as possible.

[the writer is Specialist Reg-
istrar in Public Health, Uni-

versity of Southampton]

Myanmar and Bangladesh strike a 
shameful deal on Rohingya refugees

ANNA MARIE BRENNAN
theconversation.com

The conviction of Ratko Mladić in The 
Hague for genocide, war crimes and 

crimes against humanity committed 
during the Bosnian War hardly came as a 
big surprise. The evidence was strong and 
stacked up against him. Nearly 600 people 
gave evidence during his ive-year trial in-
cluding many of his victims. So any robust 
defence of the charges was always going 
to be a challenge for Mladić even with the 
support of a defence team comprised of 
the most talented lawyers in the world.

Of course, his conviction has been 
widely hailed in the media as an import-
ant milestone for internation-
al criminal justice, since he 
was one of the irst people 
to be indicted by an interna-
tional criminal tribunal since 
Nuremberg. But his conviction 
also showcases how slow the 
cogs of international criminal 
justice seem to turn. Despite 
being indicted by the tribunal 
in 1995 he managed to evade 
the clutches of the court until 
2011 leading to much specu-
lation about whether the tri-
bunal really possessed much 
sway in the early days of its 
existence and whether the 
international community sup-
ported its mission. It was only following 
political pressure on Belgrade from the 
European Union that the government re-
newed its appetite to apprehend him.

Mladić, dubbed the “Butcher of Bos-
nia”, commanded the Bosnian Serb forc-
es during the massacre of nearly 8,000 
Muslim men and boys at Srebrenica and 
the three-year Siege of Sarajevo which 
caused nearly 10,000 civilian deaths.

Aside from one genocide charge he 
was found guilty of all the other ten counts 
including a separate count of taking UN 
personnel hostage in an effort to thwart 
NATO airstrikes. Delivering yesterday’s 

verdict the presiding judge, Alphons Oria, 
held that the crimes, “rank among the most 
heinous known to humankind” and reject-
ed his mitigation pleas of good character, 
ill-health and diminished mental capacity.

Dogged by health problems Mladić 
shakily occupied the defendant’s chair on 
Wednesday morning but following a toi-
let break he was quickly removed again 
from court after a tirade of abuse aimed 
at the judges. His sentence of life impris-
onment was handed down in his absence.

ETHNIC TENSIONS
Only time will tell whether his conviction 
will bring closure to the families of his 
victims who are still searching for the re-
mains of loved ones nearly three decades 

after the war. Ethnic tensions still persist 
in the former Yugoslavia and many there 
regard Mladić as a hero who defended his 
people and believe that Wednesday’s judg-
ment is a verdict against them as well.

US attorney Christopher Hale, who 
has worked at the tribunal, has gallantly 
argued that: “the weight of empirical evi-
dence demonstrates that justice is one of 
the most vital components to achieving 
durable peace”. But in reality there is very 
little evidence to suggest that the trials 
have brought meaningful reconciliation 
to the region.

Whatever view we choose to adopt 

the statistics clearly speak for themselves. 
Division between ethnic communities 
has grown since the end of the war. For 
example, Banja Luka was once ethnical-
ly diverse - nearly 50% of its population 
were Bosnian Serbs while Muslims and 
Croats represented 19% and 15% respec-
tively. In 2017, Banja Luka is almost 90% 
ethnic Serb. Hard questions need to be 
asked about whether such trials can tru-
ly bring about meaningful reconciliation 
and durable peace to this post-con lict 
region when the data suggests that eth-
nic tensions are becoming more deeply 
entrenched in communities long after the 
con lict has ended.

The trial of Mladić will be the last at 
the UN International Criminal 
Tribunal for the Former Yugo-
slavia (ICTY) before it closes its 
doors at the end of this year, hav-
ing arrested and tried more than 
161 persons, including Slobodan 
Milosevic – who controversially 
died during his trial in 2006 – and 
the Bosnian Serb leader, Radovan 
Karadžić who was convicted for 
his role in the Srebrenica genocide 
last year.

So on the face of it the tribu-
nal seems to have achieved rath-
er a lot. But some would argue, 
myself included, that the tribunal 
sidestepped the prosecutions of 
high-ranking commanders of the 

opposing armed factions in the war for 
alleged crimes. So ultimately it must be 
questioned not only whether justice has 
been achieved but also whether the tribu-
nal has laid down an accurate historical 
record of the events that occurred.

We are right to question the success 
of these institutions that market them-
selves as beacons of international justice 
– but the process by which individuals are 
selected by these institutions for investi-
gation and prosecution also needs to be 
placed under the spotlight.

[the writer is Lecturer in Law, 
University of Liverpool]

Ratko Mladić convicted – but justice hasn’t 
entirely been served in the Hague
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GENERAL LAND FOR SALE: Roadside 
plots (general land) available for 
sale at Adampool, east Sikkim. 
Contact 9434117687 for further 
details and to arrange site visits.

A , N  25 
(PTI): Four employees 
of Tripura Gramin Bank 
were kidnapped from 
Taidu area of Gomati dis-
trict, about 50 KM from 
here, police said today.

The four employees of 
the Taidu branch of Tripu-
ra Gramin Bank were on 
their way here after work 
when they were kid-
napped yesterday by un-
identi ied persons, Goma-
ti district superintendent 
of police Bijoy Debbarma 
told reporters here.

The four were iden-
ti ied as the bank branch 
manager Tanmoy Bhat-
tacharya (30), its assistant 
manager Sujit Dey(28) 
and two other staff mem-
bers Raktim Bhowmick 
(31) and Subrata Debbar-
ma(32), he said.

Bhattacharya was 
driving his car and Dey 

and Bhowmick were in 
it. The fourth bank em-
ployee Debbarma was in 
a bike behind them when 
they were kidnapped, the 
SP said adding the exact 
location of the incident is 
yet to be identi ied.

The Director General 
of Police A K Shukla said a 
massive search operation 
is on by the police and 
paramilitary forces to res-
cue the bank employees.

Asked, he said it was 
not a case of kidnap by 
any insurgent out it. 
“Though some insurgents 
of Tripura are still in Ban-
gladesh, they are not op-
erating inside the state.” 

Shukla said, the fam-
ily members of the kid-
napped iled an FIR when 
they did not return home 
till late in the night and 
their phones were found 
switched off.

Agartala, Nov 25 
(PTI): Two more Tri-
pura State Rifles (TSR) 
personnel were arrest-
ed in connection with 
the killing of journalist 
Sudip Datta Bhowmick 
at the para-military 
force’s 2nd battalion 
headquarters here, the 
police said today.

Nayek Amit Deb-
barma and Ri leman 
Dharmendra Kumar 
Singh were arrested last 
night on the charge of 

criminal conspiracy for 
killing journalist Datta 
Bhowmick at the battal-
ion’s headquarters in R 
K Nagar, DIG (Southern 
Range) Arindam Nath 
told PTI.

They were produced 
before the court of Chief 
Judicial Magistrate 
Sharmishtha Mukherjee 
and remanded to police 
custody for seven days.

Datta Bhowmick, a 
senior crime reporter of 
local Bengali newspaper 

‘Syandan Patrika’, was 
allegedly shot dead on 
Tuesday inside the bat-
talion’s headquarters, 
around 15 km from here, 
when he had gone there 
to meet TSR comman-
dant Tapan Debbarma, 
who was arrested on 
Wednesday.

The journalist’s mo-
bile phone was recov-
ered from the possession 
of the commandant. Ta-
pan Debbarma’s person-
al bodyguard Nandalal 

Reang was arrested on 
Tuesday after the killing.

Editor of ‘Syandan 
Patrika’ Subal Kumar 
Dey had yesterday al-
leged that Dutta Bhow-
mik, who had written 
11 news items about the 
Tapan Debbarma’s mis-
deeds, was called by the 
commandant and shot 
inside the battalion’s 
headquarters.

Tripura Journalist 
Union (TJU) secretary 
Pranab Sarkar had said 

that the Press Council 
of India (PCI) had taken 
cognisance of the killing.

Datta Bhowmik is 
the second journalist to 
have been killed in the 
state in two months. In 
September, TV journalist 
Shantanu Bhowmick was 
killed when he had gone 
to Mandai in West Tripu-
ra district, about 20 km 
from here, to cover a po-
litical event organised by 
the Indigenous Peoples 
Front of Tripura (IPFT).

K , N  25 (PTI): In order 
to foster ties between India and 
South Korea, the South Korean 
embassy will host a number of cul-
tural events across the country to 
showcase the rich tapestry of Ko-
rean culture.

This is an effort to introduce 
Indians to Korean pop culture, po-
litical counsellor at the Embassy of 
the Republic of Korea, New Delhi, 
Park So Yeon said here yesterday.

“The embassy will make fur-
ther efforts to host such events in 
other parts of India,” Yeon said.

As part of this initiative, ‘Tasty 
Korea - A Korean Musical Night’ 
was organised in the city by the 
South Korean embassy yesterday 
evening.

The South Korean embassy has 
brought this very special cultural 
event in Kolkata where the music 
loving people of the city did have 
a live experience of our pop music, 
Yeon said.

The political assistant at Em-
bassy of the Republic of Korea in 
New Delhi, Irene Anna Thomas 
said, “India and South Korea being 
two great countries share a special 
bond. Hence, to further carry for-
ward this special bonding, both the 
countries have been working on 
cultural exchanges.” 

Senior diplomats from the 
South Korean embassy in New 
Delhi, the honorary consul general 
of South Korea in Kolkata, the dip-
lomatic and consulate community, 

professors and students from vari-
ous universities and schools in city 
were also present at the musical 
night, which showcased the musi-
cal ‘Chef’.

‘Chef’, a fun-packed show 
with rich sounds and vivid visu-
alisations, presented a legacy of 
non-verbal performances, was in-
teractive and it encouraged partic-
ipation from the audience.

The South Korean govern-
ment wants to use ‘Hallyu’, (Kore-
an Wave), which refers to various 
facets of Korean culture, including 
music, dance, drama, movies, food, 
fashion and cosmetics - as part of 
its cultural diplomacy to enhance 
bilateral ties with India, a press re-
lease said.

4 employees of Tripura 
Gramin Bank kidnapped

Journalist killing: Two more TSR personnel arrested

South Korea to showcase culture 
to bolster ties with India G , N  25 (PTI): An 

armed squad of banned 
naxalite out it CPI-Maoist 
attacked the base camp of 
an agency engaged in the 
construction of Jagdish-
pur-Haldia gas pipeline 
and set their many vehi-
cles on ire in Bihar’s Gaya 
district, police said today.

The Maoists yesterday 
attacked the camp locat-
ed at Darna village under 
Aamas police station of 
the district and indulged 
in arson in which many 
vehicles, including three 
trucks, were set on ire, 
Patna’s Inspector General 
of Police (IGP) Naiyar Hus-
snain Khan said.

“The ultras also beat 
up some staff of the agen-

cy,” he said.
The over 2,500 km gas 

pipeline from Jagdishpur 
in Allahabad district of 
Uttar Pradesh to Haldia 
in West Bengal will pass 
through Bihar, Jharkhand 
and Odisha as well as the 
two states.

Khan said he has asked 
Assistant Superintendent of 
Police (ASP) (Operations), 
Gaya, to camp at Aamas to 
carry out special opera-
tions against Maoists in the 
area. “City SP Gaya has been 
asked to submit a report on 
the incident,” the IG said.

“Besides, Aamas po-
lice station Station House 
Of icer (SHO) has been 
suspended with immedi-
ate effect,” he said.

Maoists hit agency working on 
Jagdishpur-Haldia pipeline

‘Reminder March’ on 
Nov 28 for Ambed-

kar memorial
M , N  25 (PTI): A city-based organisation is 
holding a “Reminder March” on November 28 to push 
for fast- tracking of construction of a proposed memo-
rial to Dalit icon B R Ambedkar here.

The Samajik Samata Manch said the agitation is 
being organised to highlight the “inordinate delay” on 
part of the Central and Maharashtra governments to 
start construction of the memorial at the now defunct 
Indu Mill premises in Dadar.

“We have decided to hold a Reminder March on 
November 28 at ‘Chaityabhoomi’ (in Dadar), which 
will be attended by a large number of Ambedkar fol-
lowers,” said manch president Vijay Kamble.

“Chaityabhoomi”, near the Dadar railway station in 
central Mumbai, is the site where the chief Constitu-
tion-maker was cremated.

Expressing displeasure over “inordinate delay” 
in executing the project, Kamble said they were “fed 
up” with the “empty assurances” by both the govern-
ments.

“Will this monument be ever constructed? Why 
hasn’t its work started? The state government has al-
ready got the possession of the Indu Mill property, but 
why things are not moving?” he asked.

In March this year, the state government received 
possession of 12.5 acres of land at Indu Mill for the 
memorial from the National Textiles Corporation 
(NTC), a central PSU.

L , N  25 (PTI): Uttar 
Pradesh has already India its irst 
woman governor and chief minis-
ter but Lucknow is set to make his-
tory tomorrow by electing its irst 
woman mayor in 100 years.

Freedom ighters Sarojini 
Naidu and Sucheta Kriplani were 
the country’s irst woman govenor 
and chief minister respectively.

Naidu, popularly known as 
the ‘Nightingale of India’, was the 
governor of the United Provinces, 
now known as Uttar Pradesh, from 
1947 to 1949.

She was born in a Bengali fam-
ily on February 13, 1879 in Hyder-
abad and was educated in Chennai, 
London and Cambridge.

Naidu was a follower of Mahat-
ama Gandhi and participated in the 

freedom struggle. She, later, went 
on to become the president of the 
Indian National Congress.

A poet of modern India, she wrote 
a collection, including children’s po-
ems, nature poems, patriotic poems 
and poems of love and death.

Kriplani, who held the chief 
minister’s of ice from 1963 to 1967, 
had come to the forefront during 
the Quit India Movement in 1942.

She worked closely with Ma-
hatma Gandhi during the Partition 
riots. She was one of the few wom-
en who were elected to the Con-
stituent Assembly and was part of 
the sub-committee that drafted the 
Constitution.

A woman has never before been 
elected as head of the municipal 
body. This time, however, the Luc-

know mayoral seat has been re-
served for women, hence all parties 
have ielded women candidates.

The city got its chance to elect a 
woman mayor 100 years after the 
Uttar Pradesh Municipalities Act 
came into existence.

The Samajwadi Party has se-
lected Meera Vardhan, kin of educa-
tionist Acharya Narendra Dev and 
the Congress has pitched Prema 
Awasthi, wife of the former Con-
gress legislator Surendra Nath. P

The civic polls will be held in the 
state capital tomorrow in the sec-
ond leg of the three-phase munici-
pal elections across Uttar Pradesh.

Lucknow has thrice sent a 
woman to the Lok Sabha as its rep-
resentative with Sheila Kaul being 
elected in 1971, 1980 and 1984.

Lucknow to get irst woman 
mayor in 100 years

Singhik celebrates 
National Women’s Day
SUMMIT REPORT
M , 25 N :  

National Women’s Day was celebrated at Singhik, 
North Sikkim on Friday by Social Justice, Empow-

erment & Welfare Department in a programme which 
had the Panchayat president as chief guest. The func-
tion had colourful cultural programme performed by 
mothers and elderly women.  Awareness on women 
and child rights was also given by CDPO Chungthang, 
Sonam Lhaden Bhutia.

Country’s irst timber mart 
to come up at Hajipur

P , N  25 (PTI): Country’s irst timber mart 
would be made operational at Hajipur by the end of 
current inancial year, Bihar Deputy Chief Minister Su-
shil Kumar Modi said today. The timber mart would 
work as e-market for farmers engaged in forestry, Su-
shil Modi, who also holds portfolios of inance, com-
mercial taxes and environment and forest, added.

Over 1,200 lee 
Myanmar’s Arakan to 
take refuge in Mizoram
A , N  25 (PTI): As many as 1,240 people from 
Myanmar’s restive Arakan state have crossed the 
border and taken shelter in neighbouring Mizoram’s 
Lawngtlai district, of icials said today.

The people who crossed over yesterday were 
mostly Buddhists and Christians, and they speak the 
same tribal language as the locals. They led their 
homes after the Myanmarese Army clashed with the 
‘Arakan Army’ militants recently, they said.

Deputy Commissioner, Lawngtlai district, Arun T 
told PTI over phone that elaborate security arrange-
ments were in place and personnel from the Assam 
Ri les and state police were deployed in the area.

The district administration has arranged food and 
medical supplies for the Arakanese, he said.

The government of icials, on condition of ano-
nymity, said that 500 people took shelter in Laitlang 
village while Zochachhuah, Hmawngbuchhuah and 
Dumzautlang villages hosted 420, 200 and 120 peo-
ple, respectively.

“Several of them have put up at their relatives’ place 
while the others were provided accommodation in vil-
lage community halls and school classrooms,” they said.

This is the fourth instance in recent months of 
Myanmarese people entering the state, the of icials 
said, adding that the Arakanese have claimed that 
they had heard iring on Thursday night.

The locals volunteered to provide food to the Ara-
kanese people and arranged shelter for them, they said.
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S , N  25 (PTI): 
Former India captain MS 
Dhoni, who holds an hon-
orary rank of Lieutenant 
Colonel in the Army, in-
teracted with budding 
cricketers in the Uri town 
of north Kashmir’s Bara-
mulla district and em-
phasised on the need to 
focus on itness.

“Lt Col (Hony) Ma-
hendra Singh #Dhoni 
interacting with budding 
cricketers of #Uri town; a 
life time opportunity for 
them to receive tips from 
the #cricketing great,” 
Srinagar- based Chinar 
Corps of the Army said in 
a tweet.

The Chinar Corps put 
out photographs and a 
video of the the former 
India cricket captain 
while playing and inter-

acting with the cricketers 
and the youths.

Dhoni, on the video, is 
heard telling the cricket-
ers to keep their focus on 
their itness.

“I have played bad-
minton, hockey as well 
as football. I have bene-

ited from it because it 
increased my itness. We 
used to play in a huge 
ground where seniors 
also used to play and till 
the time they inished, 
we used to run, which in-
creased our itness,” the 
wicket-keeper batsman 

told them.
“#Fitness irst...fol-

lowed by skill says Lt Col 
(Hony) #Dhoni to bud-
ding cricketers of #Uri. 
Also gives valuable tips 
to youngsters,” anoth-
er tweet by the Chinar 
Corps said.

Delhi Police 
employs 
less than 4 
pc minority 
members: 
Report
N  D , N  24 
(PTI): The Delhi Po-
lice, having a strength of 
around 80,000 person-
nel, employs less than 
four per cent of members 
from minority communi-
ties in its ranks, accord-
ing to a report by the 
Delhi Minorities Commis-
sion (DMC).

The annual report, re-
leased by Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal yester-
day, also shows that Mus-
lims, the largest minority 
group in Delhi, form less 
than two per cent of the 
police force here.

The report said the 
force has 1,388 Muslim 
personnel and 697 Chris-
tian personnel

It said the Delhi Po-
lice employes 856 Sikh 
personnel.

“The Delhi Police has 
1.79 per cent personnel 
from the Muslim com-
munity. In total, it has 
3,035 personnel from 
minority communities 
who form 3.91 per cent 
of total strength of the 
force,” the commission 
said in its report.

In the report, the DMC 
has identi ied twelve de-
partments and corpora-
tions of which members 
of the minority commu-
nities are a part.

Apart from the police, 
the Delhi Fire Service 
(DFS) has a total of 26 
members from minority 
communities which is the 
lowest among 12 depart-
ments and corporations.

The Delhi Metro Rail 
Corporation (DMRC) em-
ployees 283 members 
from minority commu-
nities.

However, the Direc-
torate of Training tops 
the list at 13.33 per 
cent, followed by the 
Public Grivance Com-
mission at 7.69 per cent 
and the Directorate 
General of Home Guards 
at 5.22 per cent.

M , N  25 (AFP): Qatari high 
jumper Mutaz Essa Barshim and Bel-
gium’s heptathlon champion Na is-
satou Thiam were named the IAAF’s 
men’s and women’s athlete of the year.

World champion Barshim succeeds 
retired Jamaican sprint legend Usain 
Bolt. He claimed the title from a short-
list comprising Britain’s long distance 
star Mo Farah and South Africa’s 400m 
champion Wayde Van Niekerk.

Thiam, who won hepatathlon gold at 
the Olympics and worlds in London, beat 
off competition from Ethiopia’s 10,000m 
Olympic champion Almaz Ayana and 
Greek polevault star Ekaterini Stefanidi.

The men’s and women’s inalists 
were whittled down from an original 
list of 10 by a vote of IAAF council mem-
bers, fans and fellow athletes.

At the awards ceremony in Monaco 
Bolt was awarded the president’s prize.

Focus on itness: Dhoni to budding 
cricketers in Kashmir town

Barshim, Thiam, named athletes of the year

B , N  25 (PTI): Over 
100-year-old Krumbiegel Hall in 
the iconic Lalbagh has been de-
molished, leading to grief and out-
rage among heritage lovers and 
the great granddaughter of the 
architect, whose had enhanced 
glory of the famed garden.

The city chapter of Del-
hi-based INTACH, expressing its 
shock over the demolition, has 
shot a letter to the Karnataka 
government, urging it to create a 
itting memorial to Gustav Her-

mann Krumbiegel whose signif-
icant horticultural contribution 
helped the city earn the moniker 
of ‘Garden City’.

UK-based Alyia Phelps-Gar-
diner Krumbiegel, his great 
grand-daughter, said, she was in 
tears when she saw the pictures 
of the demolition site.

“I was so upset, I cried and 
cried. The Hall was a link to 
connect to his life and legacy. It 
was a lecture hall and he used to 
spend a lot of time there during 
his appointment as the super-
intendent of the Lalbagh. I only 
have some old pictures of him 
sitting inside to comfort myself 
now,” she told PTI over phone.

The iconic building, which 
had fallen into disrepair owing 
to years of neglect, was brought 
down on November 22 by the 
Horticulture Department, which 
maintains the historic park.

Ironically the demolition co-
incided with the World Heritage 

Week (November 19-25).
A large portion of the in-

side of the Hall, after suffering 
years of neglect and decay had 
collapsed earlier. Sources in the 
Horticulture Department said, 
the building was knocked down 
because it had become “too old 
and too weak to restore”.

Meera Iyer, Bangalore Conve-
ner of the Indian National Trust 
for Art and Cultural Heritage, 
blamed the Horticulture Depart-
ment for the fate the building 
met with.

“They (Horticulture Depart-
ment) say it had become weak 
and dangerous, and so could not 
be restored.

“I had gone there on Novem-
ber 23 along with few of my 
architect friends to assess the 
situation of the building, but to 
our horror, we saw it had van-
ished. A JCB stood on the rubble 
of what was once a celebrated 

landmark,” she rued.
“It was like someone’s funer-

al,” Iyer said.
Bengaluru-based architect Ya-

shaswini Sharma, who has been 
following up on the Hall case, said, 
a proper legal framework is need-
ed to protect the structures of his-
torical importance not covered by 
ASI or state authorities.

Sharma said she has en-
dorsed the letter that INTACH 
has sent to the top of icials of the 
department.

“We have urged the govern-
ment to come up with a itting 
memorial at the very same site. 
And, that a city-based architect 
should be chosen by competi-
tion so that the new structure is 
in harmony with its surround-
ings and respects the heritage of 
the park,” she told PTI.

Former INTACH Bangalore 
Convener S P Varanasi, who is 
currently visiting the historic 

city of York in England, says 
“It was a terrible news here 

abroad. Problem with policy-mak-
ers in most cities in India is that 
they value demolition and rebuild-
ing, over restoration, even though 
conservation costs much lower.

“Krumbiegel was a well-
known igure and with the dem-
olition of the hall, we as a society 
have erased a chapter of heri-
tage of our own city,” he rued. 

Alyia, who was born in En-
gland in 1961, says, “My great 
grandfather was a German and 
my great grandmother British, 
but they both made India their 
home. They loved India.” 

“Now after losing the hall, his 
voice I think I can hear.

And, it’s telling us to rally 
together and save what is left 
now,” she said.

Describing the structure, Shar-
ma said it had a handsome archi-
tecture and a pedimented facade, 
bearing the Mysore royal family 
insignia Gandaberunda on top.

“The Hall had a Mysorean in-
terpretation of Indo-Classical co-
lonial architecture and four Ionic 
columns in the front, which had a 
granite core. We have lost an im-
portant piece of history. It’s trag-
ic, but we need to ight for better 
laws for preservation,” she said.

Krumbiegel, born in 1865, 
made a signi icant contribution 
to architectural and horticultur-
al landscape of Bengaluru, My-
suru and Vadodara.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 25 N :

EMRS Gangyap girls 
defeated Chirec, Hy-

derabad 37-14 in the 
ongoing CBSE basketball 
national championship 
at Noida. Tshogyal Dolma 
scored 17 points for the 
team. 

With this win the 
girls have emerged at the 
top of their group. The 
10-member team is led 
by Norzom Bhutia and 
vice-captain Semeema 
Subba. 

Earlier this year, 
EMRS Gangyap girls had 
lifted the North East Bas-
ketball Championship for 
the eighth consecutive 
time at Guwahati in Sep-
tember.

EMRS beats Chirec 37-14 in 
ongoing CBSE Basketball C’ship 

N  D , N  25 
(PTI): The ban on con-
struction activities 
during the emergency 
levels of pollution had 
left migrant labourers in 
the lurch as contractors 
refused to pay them, the 
Delhi government has 
informed the Supreme 
Court- appointed watch-
dog EPCA.

The Environment 
Pollution Prevention and 
Control Authority (EPCA) 
has now decided to re-
view the issue, which 
forced many labourers to 
leave, and hammer out a 
solution as it concerned 
the livelihoods of thou-
sands who lock to the 
city in search of work.

EPCA chairman Bhu-
re Lal and member Suni-
ta Narain have stressed 
that contractors would 
have to pay the labour-
ers during the period of 
the ban.

But of icials from Del-
hi and the National Cap-
ital Region (NCR) states, 
in a recent meeting with 
the EPCA, pointed out 
that in the absence of any 
legislation that provides 
the workers the safety 
of paid leave, it becomes 

next to impossible to en-
force it.

Earlier this month, 
when pollution had 
climbed to emergency 
levels, turning the air 
quality extremely haz-
ardous, the Delhi Lt Gov-
ernor had approved the 
EPCA’s recommendation 
to ban civil construction 
activities, a measure 
listed under the Graded 
Response Action Plan 
(GRAP).

Meanwhile, the EPCA 
has once again urged the 
India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) to devise 
a mechanism to provide 
pollution forecast for at 
least a week, saying the 
current two-day predic-
tion makes it dif icult 
to implement measures 
such as the odd-even 
scheme or ban on entry 
of trucks.

The EPCA pointed to-
wards cities such as Bei-
jing in China where pol-
lution forecast of at least 
15 days is available.

“The MeT cannot 
leave us in a situation 
like this (like the recent 
episode of pollution),” 
Narain said.

In a recent report 

to the Supreme Court, 
the EPCA had flagged 
the same issue, saying 
that had it been aware 
of certain meteorologi-
cal factors, it could have 
been better prepared to 
deal with the situation, 
which also prompt-
ed authorities to close 
schools.

“This year, the last in-
formation, the EPCA had 
on the prevailing weath-
er conditions was on No-
vember 6, 2017. This did 
not provide any warning 
of the kind of anti-cyclon-
ic weather disturbance 
that was happening in the 
upper circulatory system 
and the impending prob-
lems it would bring.

“EPCA had no ad-
vance warning of this 
weather conditions.

It only has informa-
tion about the current 
state of pollution through 
the real-time monitoring 
from the air quality in-
dex.

But across the world, 
where such smog alert 
systems are in place, a ro-
bust and reliable weather 
forecasting system is es-
sential for action,” it said.

P , N  25 (PTI): 
The Portuguese-era die-
sel-powered ferry boats, 
that ply in the inland water 
routes of Goa, will give way 
to solar energy-backed 
vessels by June next year, a 
minister said today.

The proposal for the 
new ferry boats will be ready 
in the next six months and 
constructing them would 
take another six months, 
River Navigation Minister 
Sudin Dhavalikar said.

He said the Goa gov-
ernment would soon re-
lease an advertisement 
seeking “Expression of 
Interest” to construct the 
ferry boats.

“We are yet to take the 
call on whether to run the 
services on public-pri-

vate partnership basis. 
The solar- powered ferry 
boats would be ready to 
be pressed into service by 
June 2018,” he said.

The minister said that 
of icials from the River 
Navigation department 
(RND) had visited Kochi 
in Kerala this week where 
such solar-powered ferry 
boats are in use.

Dhavalikar said the 
state can’t imitate the Kochi 
model of ferry service as 
the passengers are charged 
there (in the Kerala town), 
while in Goa the services 
are offered free of cost.

The RND department 
is currently servicing 20 
ferry boat routes with a 
leet of 39 vessels, which 

run on diesel.

Goa’s inland routes 
to get solar-powered 
boats by June 2018

Historic Krumbiegel Hall in B’luru 
razed; kin, INTACH outraged

Labourers went without 
pay during construction 

ban: Delhi govt
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C , N  25 (AP): 
Egyptian President Ab-
del-Fattah el- Sissi has 
ordered the construc-
tion of a mausoleum in 
memory of the 235 peo-
ple killed by Islamic mil-
itants inside a mosque in 
northern Sinai.

A presidential state-
ment did not say where 
the mausoleum would 
stand or who would be 
commissioned to build it, 
but the decision to have 
one re lects the depth of 
grief felt by the govern-
ment over the death of 
so many people in yester-

day’s attack, the deadliest 
by Islamic extremists in 
Egypt’s modern history.

The mosque was fre-
quented by Su is, followers 
of a mystic school of Islam.

No one claimed re-
sponsibility for the at-
tack, but the extremist 
Islamic State group has 
repeatedly declared that 
it views Su is as heretics 

and vowed to rid Sinai, 
and Egypt, of them.

Millions of Egyptians 
practice Su i rituals, like 
reciting poetry, dancing 
and singing as means to 
be closer to God. Egypt’s 
military says warplanes 
have struck several vehi-
cles used in the attack on 
a northern Sinai mosque 
that killed 235 people, 
destroying and killing all 
passengers.

The military’s yester-
day statement said the 
vehicles were hit in the 
vicinity of the previous 
day’s attack on a mosque 

in the Sinai town of Bir 
al-Abd, the deadliest by 
Islamic extremists in 
Egypt’s modern history.

No group has claimed 
responsibility for the at-
tack, but the extremist Is-
lamic State group has in 
the past vowed to rid Si-
nai, and Egypt, of Su is. A 
local IS af iliate is spear-
heading the insurgency 
in Sinai, where govern-
ment forces have battled 
militants for years.

The mosque was fre-
quented by Su is, mem-
bers of a mystic move-
ment within Islam that’s 

viewed by extremists as 
heretic. Militants assault-
ed a crowded mosque in 
Egypt’s Sinai Peninsu-
la during prayers in the 
deadliest-ever attack 
by Islamic extremists in 
Egypt.

They blasted helpless 
worshippers yesterday 
with gun ire and rock-
et-propelled grenades 
and blocked their escape 
routes. At least 235 peo-
ple were killed before the 
assailants got away.

The attack in the trou-
bled northern part of the 
Sinai targeted a mosque 

frequented by Su is, 
members of a mystic 
movement within Islam. 
Islamic militants, includ-
ing the local af iliate of 
the Islamic State group, 
consider Su is heretics 
because of their less lit-
eral interpretations of 
the faith.

The startling blood-
shed in the town of Bir 
al-Abd also wounded at 
least 109, according to 
the state news agency. 
It offered the latest sign 
that the Egyptian govern-
ment has failed to deter 
an IS-led insurgency.

Egypt’s president orders mausoleum construction

Suspected militants attacked a crowded mosque during a Friday sermon in Egypt’s Sinai Peninsula, setting off bombs, opening ire on worshippers 
and killing at least 235 in the deadliest ever attack on Egyptian civilians by Islamic militants, the of icial MENA news agency reported.  Some 130 
people were also wounded, according to the news agency. The local Islamic State af iliate — Sinai Province — appeared to be responsible for the 
gruesome incident, in the irst attack on a large mosque since the militants began their terror campaign in 2013, the Associated Press reported.

4 killed in 
targeted 
attack in Pak
Karachi, Nov 25 (PTI): 
At least four people were 
killed and 15 others in-
jured today in a targeted 
attack on security forces 
in Pakistan’s Balochistan 
province, of icials said, 
the latest attack on secu-
rity personnel in the res-
tive region.

The attackers targeted 
a security forces’ vehicle 
on Sariab Road area in the 
provincial capital Quetta, 
police of icials said.

Four people were 
killed but their identity is 
not known, they said. The 
nature of the bombing 
was not known immedi-
ately, but police suspect-
ed that it could be a sui-
cide attack.

No group has claimed 
responsibility for the at-
tack but Taliban militants 
and Baloch nationalists 
often target security forc-
es in the area.

A senior Pakistani po-
lice of icer and his three 
family members were 
killed by unidenti ied, 
motorcycle-borne mili-
tants in Balochistan on 
November 15.

Senior Superinten-
dent of Police (SSP) Mu-
hammad Illyas who was 
on his way to market 
when he was killed in a 
targeted attack along with 
his wife, son and ive-
year-old granddaughter. A 
suspected suicide bomber 
killed Additional Inspec-
tor General Telecommu-
nications Hamid Shakeel 
and three other police of-
icers in a targeted attack 

in Quetta on November 9.
Balochistan has been 

rocked by a series of at-
tacks which raised con-
cerns about a growing 
militant presence, includ-
ing those af iliated with 
Islamic State, which has 
claimed several bombings 
in the restive province.

The unrest has raised 
security concerns for 
projects in the USD 50 
billion China Pakistan 
Economic Corridor, a 
transport and energy link 
from western China to 
Pakistan’s southern Gwa-
dar port.

At least six police 
commandos and a civil-
ian were killed last month 
when an explosives-laden 
vehicle rammed into a se-
curity force’s convoy on 
the Quetta-Sibi Highway.

In August this year, 
a massive suicide explo-
sion, targeting Pakistan 
Army personnel in Quet-
ta, left 15 people dead 
including seven civilians 
and injured at least 20 
people.

In June this year, 14 
people, including seven 
policemen, were killed 
and 21 others were in-
jured in a suicide car 
bombing on Gulistan 
Road in Balochistan.

M ZULQERNAIN 
L , N  25 (PTI):

Mumbai attack mas-
termind Ha iz Saeed 

today “postponed” a 
scheduled press confer-
ence he had called to re-
spond to the demand by 
the US for his re-arrest 
after he was released 
from detention by Paki-
stan earlier this week.

A spokesman of Ja-
maat-ud-Dawa (JuD), an 
LeT front Saeed heads, 
said he had “postponed 
his scheduled presser fol-
lowing riots in the coun-
try in the wake of police 
action against the activ-
ists of Tahreek-i-Labaik 
Pakistan in Islamabad.” 

Saeed, who has an 
American bounty of USD 
10 million on his head, 
walked free on Thurs-
day midnight after his 
10-month detention end-
ed. The Pakistan govern-
ment decided against de-
taining him further in any 
other case, pushing back 
against India’s efforts to 
bring the perpetrators of 

the 2008 Mumbai terror 
attacks to justice.

In May 2008, the US 
treasury department 
designated Saeed a glob-
al terrorist. Saeed was 
“individually” designated 
by the UN under the Se-
curity Council Resolution 
1267 in December, 2008, 
following the Mumbai at-
tacks in which 166 peo-
ple, including Americans, 
were killed.

Yesterday, the US 
had asked the Pakistan 
government to re-arrest 
and charge Saeed for his 
crimes. “The US is deep-
ly concerned that Lash-
kar-e-Taiba leader Ha iz 
Saeed has been released 
from house arrest in Paki-
stan... The Pakistani gov-
ernment should make sure 
he is arrested and charged 
for his crimes,” state de-
partment spokesperson 
Heather Nauert said.

The JuD spokesman, 
Ahmad Nadim, said 
Saeed had called the 
press conference at the 
out it’s headquarters.

Ha iz Saeed ‘postpones’ 
presser he had called 

after release

ADITI KHANNA 
L , N  24 (PTI):

The Oxford Circus 
area, one of the bus-

iest shopping zones in 
the heart of London, was 
today placed under tem-
porary lockdown after 
police received reports of 
shots being ired.

The response was lat-
er stood down after the 
police, which initially re-
sponded as if the incident 
was terrorist related, did 
not ind any trace of sus-
pects, shots or casualties in 
the central London vicinity.

The police said they 
received “a number of 
reports” of shots being 
ired on Oxford Street 

and underground at Ox-
ford Circus tube station 
around 16:30 hours 
(local time), prompting 
them to urge people to 
avoid the area until fur-
ther directions and those 
already there to seek cov-
er in buildings.

“If you are on Oxford 
Street go into a build-
ing and stay inside until 

further direction. Avoid 
travelling to the Oxford 
Street area. At this stage 
police have not located 
any casualties,” London’s 
Metropolitan Police said 
on Twitter.

“Police have respond-
ed as if the incident is ter-
rorist related. Armed and 
unarmed of icers are on 
scene and dealing along 
with colleagues from 

British Transport Police,” 
it said in a statement.

Armed of icers of the 
metropolitan police and 
transport police were de-
ployed at the spot even as 
three ire engines and 15 
ire ighters were rushed 

to the site. Nearby Bond 
Street Tube station had 
also been closed, to pre-
vent overcrowding in 
wake of the incident.

The police said they 
found no evidence of any 
suspects or any gun ire 
and informed the public 
that it was safe to return 
to the area.

“Our response on Ox-
ford Street has now been 
stood down.

If you sought shelter 
in a building please now 
leave,” the Met Police said 
in a statement.

“We have not locat-
ed any trace of suspects, 
evidence of shots ired or 
casualties,” they added.

The police had earlier 
said that given the nature 
of the reports, they had 
responded as if the inci-
dent is “terrorist related”.

Armed of icers and 
ire engines were rushed 

to one of London’s bus-
iest shopping areas, 
where eyewitnesses re-
ported scenes of stam-
pede as reports of sus-
pected shots being ired 
caused panic and chaos.

The two London un-
derground stations in 
the heart of the city, Ox-
ford Circus and Bond 
Street, which had been 
shut down have now 
reopened and the area 
seems to be returning to 
normality.

The always busy area 
was particularly heaving 
with crowds of shoppers 
and tourists on account 
of the worldwide ‘Black 
Friday’ discount shop-
ping day.

Brief lockdown in central London 
over reports of shots ired
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B A B Y   B L U E S  - KIRKMAN & SCOTT

L O C K H O R N S  - HOEST & REINER

ARIES: Expect to get some fabu-
lous news today. You’ll fi nally get 
your due. It may be a promotion, 
raise, challenging new project, or 
some combination of these. You 
could also receive good news in the 
romance department. You have cer-
tainly made the eff ort, some of it su-
perhuman. Now you’ll be reward-
ed. Accept with your usual aplomb 
and style any gifts the day brings.  
TAURUS: It’s time to brush up 
on your computer skills. Technol-
ogy is here to stay, so you might as 
well embrace it rather than resist. 
Your mind is eager to absorb new 
information. This means that you 

can learn the more intricate aspects 
of computer technology. Once you 
do, you’ll enjoy browsing web-
sites, shopping online, and email-
ing your friends near and far.  
GEMINI: Your home life may be 
hopping today. Visitors will stop 
by unexpectedly, houseguests will 
move in or out, or workmen will 
swarm the place doing repairs. It’s 
a bit chaotic to be sure, but also 
somewhat exciting to have so many 
people in your home. Just because 
the day is hectic doesn’t mean that 
it won’t be satisfying and fun.  
CANCER: Today you may receive 
some interesting news. It could 

come in the form of a call or email 
and will be from someone close to 
you. Whatever the news, it may 
spur you to action, necessitating 
lots of errands and pulling a project 
together quickly. You’re happy, en-
ergetic, and certainly up to the task!  
LEO: Some good news on the fi -
nancial front could open a world of 
possibilities today. Perhaps you’ll 
decide to spend some money 
sprucing up your home. Or maybe 
this is the fi nancial cushion you 
need to start your business. You’re 
energetic and enthusiastic about 
your new ventures, but make sure 
to pace yourself for the long haul.      

VIRGO: This is bound to be an 
exciting day. Certainly it will be 
busy. You’re in the mood to do 
something diff erent, as your sense 
of adventure is heightened. Why 
not invite some friends to go out 
with you this afternoon? You could 
catch a movie or go for a walk 
through the park. You’re sure to 
enjoy the change of pace.  
LIBRA: Keep your wits about you 
today. You could be privy to some 
important information. You might get 
a good investment lead or a hot tip on 
the stock market. Even though it seems 
that your fi nances are about to take a 
marked upturn, don’t plunge rashly 

into anything. Haste makes waste!  
SCORPIO: Friends are an im-
portant part of your life. As you 
get older you’ll fi nd that they be-
come even more so. Today you 
may enlarge your circle of friends 
by one or many. Perhaps you’ll 
join a group with similar interests 
to yours. Perhaps you’ll be in-
troduced to someone with whom 
you feel an immediate connection. 
Whatever it is, this person or per-
sons will greatly enrich your life.  
SAGITTARIUS: You’re feeling 
confl icting emotions today. It’s pos-
sible that you enjoy your activities 
but feel that you aren’t good enough 

to stick with one in particular. What 
you have is a confi dence problem, 
not a competence problem. You 
may have an experience today that 
shows you just how competent and 
intelligent you are. Seize any oppor-
tunity presented to you!    
CAPRICORN: Pursue the topics 
that interest you. No matter how es-
oteric or strange, give yourself the 
luxury of following an interest that 
could turn into a passion. It’s possible 
that your studies will lead you to join 
a group of like-minded people. Some 
of them may become lifelong friends.  
AQUARIUS: Answer your phone 
and open all mail today, because 

money may come your way from 
an unexpected source. This could 
be a real windfall that utterly 
changes your life. With this money 
you could start a business or give 
your family some advantages you 
never dreamed you could aff ord. 
It’s bound to be a great day.  
PISCES: Travel to distant lands is 
a possibility. While you’re ready 
for a change, don’t jump at the fi rst 
opportunity that comes along. What 
you’re being off ered is a long-term 
commitment, if not a lifelong one. 
Think twice before you say yes. 
However, even if you do say yes, 
you won’t regret your decision.
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1922  EGYPT  King 
Tut’s Tomb: The British 
Lord Carnarvon and the 
archaeologist Howard Carter 
enter King Tut’s tomb which 
had been buried by the sands 
of the Egyptian desert for 
thousands of years before its 
discovery by Carter a few days 
before, He had waited until 
his partner Lord Carnarvon 
could ly from England to enter. 
Many believe to this day that 
King Tut’s tomb is the greatest 
archaeological discovery of 
our time as it had not been 
discovered earlier as many 
tombs has and plundered of 
it’s fantastic treasures. Both of 
these great men died within 7 
months of entering the Tomb 
which helped to perpetuate the 
myth of the ( Mummy’s Curse 
) . 
1942 - U.S.A. -- “Casablanca”: 
“Casablanca,” set in the Vichy-
controlled Moroccan city of 
Casablanca during World 
War II, starring Humphrey 
Bogart and Ingrid Bergman, 
has its world premiere at the 
Hollywood Theater in New 
York. The movie goes on 
general release in January the 
following year. The ilm was 
nominated for eight Oscars and 

wins 3 Oscars including Best 
Picture. 
1941 - U.S.A. -- Thanksgiving 
Day Established: President 
Franklin D Roosevelt signs a 
bill that establishes the fourth 
Thursday in November as 
Thanksgiving Day. 
1983  CHINA  UN 
Documents: A Chinese 
courier jumped aboard a Pan 
American jet. Aboard the jet, 
the courier had engaged in 
an argument which lead to 
the unplanned landing of this 
huge 747 aircraft. The name of 
the courier was Gogiang Yang. 
The 747 he jumped carried 
important documents to be 
used during a UN delegation 
meeting in New York. 
2008  INDIA  The Mumbai 
attacks start: The 2008 
Mumbai terrorist attacks (often 
referred to as 26/11) were 
more than ten coordinated 
shooting and bombing attacks 
that took place across Mumbai 
in India. These were carried 
out by Islamic terrorists 
from Pakistan. The attacks, 
which drew widespread 
condemnation from around 
the world, began on the 26th 
2008, and lasted until the 29th . 
At least 173 people were killed 
and about 308 wounded. 
2012  PAKISTAN  Sixteen 
Die From Syrup: Sixteen people 
in Lahore, Pakistan are dead 
from drinking “toxic” cough 
syrup according to police.

Since the producer of the 
Don franchise, Ritesh 

Sidhwani teased that the Don 
3 might be under develop-
ment; speculations on the 
highly anticipated third in-
stallment are rife. The latest 
is that Shah Rukh Khan as 
asked Farhan Akhtar to rope 
in Deepika Padukone for 
Don 3, and replace Priyanka 
Chopra who had essayed the 
role of Roma in both Don and 
Don 2: The King Is Back, as 
reported earlier by several 
news websites.

The reason for this major 
change is being attributed to 
the cold vibes between Shah 
Rukh Khan and Priyanka 
Chopra who were rumored 
to have been involved. In fact, 
social media had gone ber-
serk when Priyanka Chopra 
had appeared on a US chat 
show wearing a leather jack-
et that belonged to her ex, 
and which was being con-
cluded to be Shah Rukh’s 
jacket from old pictures, as 
reported by India Today.

However, it is also being 
said that Shah Rukh simply 
wants Deepika as his co-star 
because he considers them 
a hit pair with blockbusters 
like Om Shanti Om, Chennai 
Express, and Happy New 
Year under their belts. He 

Just a few days after killing it 
at the AMAs, BTS returned 

Friday with the remix of their 
song “Mic Drop,” the highly 
anticipated collaboration be-
tween the K-pop group, Steve 
Aoki, and Desiigner.  

A swaggering hip-pop 
track featured on their al-
bum, Love Yourself: Her, 
which quickly became the 
highest-charting Korean al-
bum ever upon its release in 
September, “Mic Drop” is an 
energetic hype song about 
BTS’ global popularity-- and 
even features a shout-out to 
Billboard. The new, Steve Ao-
ki-produced version -- styl-
ized “MIC Drop (Steve Aoki 
Remix)” -- lays thick EDM 
synths and trap beats over the 
original melody veering the 
song away from its original 
hip-hop leanings. The remix 
was released with a music vid-
eo that features both Aoki and 
the Korean septet.

An alternate version of 
“Mic Drop” was also released 
that features a lead-in from 
Desiigner featuring the rap-
per’s fast-talking, trap-laden 
delivery. The music video ver-
sion replaces Desiigner with 
the Korean version’s original 
intro raps courtesy of BTS’ 
J-Hope and Suga.

Both new versions of “Mic 
Drop” feature the original Ko-
rean lyrics spliced with up-
dated English verses as BTS 
addresses their achievements 
and numerous awards.

The music video for the 
song opens with Aoki DJ-ing 
as the septet dances the song’s 
powerful choreography in a 
variety of settings, charismat-
ically delivering the aggres-
sive lyrics rife with references 
to their global success. Like 
many of the band’s other mu-
sic videos, some of the imag-
ery, such as burning cars and 
military references on the 

band members’ out its, recalls 
BTS’ rebellious nature as a 
K-pop group whose lyrics -- 
including those of “Mic Drop” 
-- address socio-economic is-

sues. The clip ends with a titu-
lar mic drop before returning 
to Aoki and going to black. 

Within a few hours of its 
release, the new version of 

“Mic Drop” went to the top of 
the U.S. iTunes real-time sin-
gles chart. It is the irst time a 
K-pop group has ever achieved 
the position.

BTS and Ateve Aoki drop ‘mic drop’ remix feat Desiigner

wants to recreate the chem-
istry between the two for the 
box of ice success of Don 3, as 
reported by India Today.

Priyanka Chopra is busy 
abroad with her American 
projects and is currently 
shooting for the third season 
of her hit TV show Quantico. 
Deepika on the other hand is 
embroiled in a massive pub-
lic storm against the release 
of her ilm Padmavati.

SRK reportedly asks for 
Priyanka to be replaced 

by Deepika in Don 3


