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WANGCHUK BHUTIA
G , 12 D :

A meeting regarding 
the construction of 

Mangan District Hospital 
was held under the chair-
manship of Lachen-Man-
gan MLA, Forest Minister 
Tshering Wangdi Lepcha, 
at his of ice on Monday. 
In the meeting, which 
was also attended by the 
Secretary Health Depart-
ment, Vishal Chauhan, 
and other senior of icials 
of Health Department, it 
was decided that the con-
struction of the hospital 
will be initiated soon.

It may be recalled 
that after sustaining se-
vere damages due to the 
devastating earthquake 
of 2011, the department 
had issued a tender no-
tice inviting local contrac-
tors for the construction 
of the district hospital. 

However, on 17 Nov, 
the residents of North Sik-
kim had taken out a rally 
demanding that the ten-
der notice stipulating that 
only local contractors are 
eligible be cancelled. 

It was demanded that 
another tender be loat-
ed announcing construc-
tion on a turnkey basis 
with stipulation that only 
technically competent 
and professionally run 
construction companies 
with a proven record in 

designing and construct-
ing such structures be el-
igible for consideration.

The people had sub-
mitted a memorandum 
to the District Collector 
[North] demanding the 
department to hand over 
the construction work 
of the hospital to eligi-
ble and capable private 
companies. 

During the meeting, 
the Secretary placed ex-
planations on various 
issues related to the con-
struction of the hospital. 
He explained that the 
state government has a 
rule according to which 
work below Rs 20 crore 
is to be given to local con-
tractors so it cannot be 
given to any private com-
pany. He also informed 
that a committee com-
prising of local people, 
departmental of icials 
and technical experts will 
be formed to ensure qual-
itative inputs in the con-
struction of the hospital.

The Area MLA ex-
pressed his satisfaction 
on the assurance given 
by the department for 
qualitative work of the 
hospital. He stated that 
the people of North Sik-
kim are not against local 
contractors but just want 
the hospital to be safe 
and reliable.

Penguin 
partners with 
Rachna Books 
to promote 
story-telling
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 12 D :

Penguin India, the larg-
est English language 

trade publisher in the sub-
continent has announced 
that it is partnering with 
30 spaces including com-
munity libraries, shelter 
homes, informal schools, 
independent bookshops 
and also prisons with The 
Penguin Readathon and 
Book Gifting Journey to 
encourage reading habits 
and storytelling to com-
memorate its 30 glorious 
years in India, a press re-
lease says.

In Gangtok, Penguin 
India is partnering with 
Rachna Books to host 
Shaguna Gahilote, a cel-
ebrated storyteller and 
co-author of ‘Curious 
Tales from the Himalayas’ 
for the book launch and a 
story telling session.

By partnering with 
these spaces, the publish-
ing house hopes to expand 
the reach of books and 
reading to diverse commu-
nities and audiences. 

“As part of our belief 
in the power of reading, 
storytelling and in cel-
ebration of completing 
30 years in India, we are 
embarking on a journey 
of reading sessions and li-
brary contributions to 30 
spaces spanning the coun-
try,” a statement issued by 
Penguin said.

The partners have 
been selected in acknowl-
edgement of the role they 
have played, and continue 
to play, in facilitating new 
and ever-expanding paths 
of discovery in their com-
munities. All partners are 
involved in non-pro it ini-
tiatives with a well-estab-
lished reputation in the 
places they work in.

Raman Shresta, propri-
etor of Rachna Books says, 
“In a time of such bonding 
between publishers and 
online retail portals, it is 
wonderful to witness Pen-
guin India reach out to the 
old fashioned medium of 
booksellers, libraries, and 
spaces that are dedicat-
ed to bringing books and 
reading to the communi-
ties they belong to.”

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 12 D :

In a move that could pro-
vide the much-needed 

impetus to the campaign 
for waste segregation at 
source, Centre for Sci-
ence and Environment 
[CSE] has launched a 
unique ‘Forum of Cities 
that Segregate’ today in 
New Delhi. The Forum 
was launched following 
a stakeholders’ meeting 
and a media brie ing. 

A CSE press release 
informs that 22 munic-
ipalities from 13 states 
which includes Gangtok 
Municipal Corporation 
have pledged to join this 
Forum. Three municipal 
authorities from Delhi 
[New Delhi Municipal 
Corporation, East Delhi 
Municipal Corporation 
and South Delhi Munici-
pal Corporation] and ur-

ban bodies of Bengaluru, 
Patna, Gurugram, Imphal, 
Greater Hyderabad, Bho-
pal, Indore, Thiruvanan-
thapuram, Mysuru, etc 
are some of the others 

joining the Forum.
The 22 urban local 

bodies have pledged to 
achieve the target of 100 
per cent segregation and 
ful ill the vision of Clean 

India by 2019. CSE has 
agreed to assist these 
municipalities on build-
ing their capacity.

The main agenda 
of this Forum is to give 

participating cities a 
platform for exchang-
ing knowledge on sol-
id waste management 
[SWM], said deputy 
director general, CSE, 
Chandra Bhushan. 

“We hope that the cit-
ies in the Forum would 
become pioneers in 
terms of SWM and guide 
other cities on technical, 
economic and social as-
pects of managing their 
waste,” he added.

Speaking at the 
launch, CSE director gen-
eral, Sunita Narain said, 
“The problem is not about 
inding the right technol-

ogy for waste disposal. 
The problem is how to 
integrate the technology 
with a system of house-
hold-level segregation so 
that waste does not end 
up in land ills, but is pro-
cessed and reused.”

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 12 D :

A three-day Shodhya-
tra, a journey for the 

search of knowledge, cre-
ativity and innovations, 
was lagged off today from 
Tashiding in West Sikkim. 

A total of 42 partici-
pants are taking part in 
this shodhyatra which is 
led by professor Anil K 
Gupta [IIM Ahmedabad] 
and Ms Gauri from Na-
tional Innovation Foun-
dation (NIF).  

The participants in-
clude nine students from 
Germany, France, Italy 
and Norway and others 
from different states of 

India including Sikkim. 
The shodhyatra will 

cover places like lower 
and upper Chungrong, 
Gangyap, Pokhri, Hun-
gri, Dubdi, Yuksam, Ting 
Ting, Chozo and end at 
Khechopalri on 14 Dec. 

In this journey, the 
students will try to ob-
serve things, scout any 

innovation, identify 
problems and will try 
to give suggestions and 
solutions for the same.

Idea competitions 
will be conducted in the 
schools, meetings will 
be conducted with the 
local Panchayats to know 
more about the place, 
people and their needs.

Shodhyatra scouts innovations in West Sikkim

GMC joins CSE’s ‘Forum of 
Cities that Segregate’

Mangan hospital to be 
constructed by local 

contractor, committee to 
oversee work quality

NITESH R PRADHAN
G , 12 D :

Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling today criti-

cized the state bureaucracy 
for failing to properly im-
plement government pol-
icies. He stated that while 
the government takes pol-
icy decisions, the imple-
mentation of those policies 
is either slow or not done 
in a swift and proper man-
ner. This, he admitted, has 
been a weakness of his gov-
ernment.

Sikkim Democrat-
ic Front completed 23 
years in power today and 
to mark the occasion a 
function was organised 
at Manan Kendra in the 
Capital today. Chief Minis-
ter Pawan Chamling along 
with cabinet members, 
members of legislative as-
sembly, top Government 
functionaries, bureau-
crats and the entire rank 
and ile of the party were 

present in the function.
A beaming Chief Minis-

ter described the moment 
as “a happy occasion” 
while starting his address.  
Later however, the CM 
went on to express his dis-
pleasure at the failings of 
the bureaucracy. 

Citing example of the 
recent ban on cow slaughter, 
he said that the concerned 
department has not yet 
come up with rules in this 
direction. He added that the 
work of the public should 
be done and public servants 
should not shrug off their re-
sponsibilities citing “lack of 
fund” as an excuse. 

Asking all the depart-
ment heads and of icers 
not to fail in implementa-
tion he asked them to work 
on a white paper on the 23 
years of development in 
Sikkim to be tabled in the 
next Assembly Session. 

The CM also said that 
“untimely promotions” is a 

On 23rd anniv of Govt formation, CM tears 
into bureaucracy’s shortcomings

on pg05, CM’s Directions for the Departments

turn to pg05
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Gangtok, 12 Dec [PIB]: 
A delegation of eleven 
indigenous communities 
of Sikkim met the Union 
Minister of State (Inde-
pendent Charge) of the 
Ministry of Development 
of North Eastern Region 
(DoNER), Dr Jitendra 
Singh at Delhi today.

The delegation in-
cluded representatives 
of Rai, Mangar, Gurung, 
Thami, Bhujel, Jogi, 
Sanyasi, Giri, Newar, Khas 
(Bhawn and Chettri) and 
Dewan (Yakha) commu-
nities. The delegation 
presented a memoran-
dum to the Minister for 
providing Scheduled 
Tribe (ST) status to their 
communities. They also 
discussed various related 
issues such as their rep-
resentation in the State 

Assembly, reservation in 
jobs, income tax exemp-
tion and others. They 
also gave a presentation 
on the history, geography 
and other matters relat-
ed to the state of Sikkim 
and their communities in 

particular.
While addressing the 

delegation, Dr Jitendra 
Singh said that he appre-
ciates the contribution 
made by the communi-
ties and he will try to 
ensure that justice is de-

livered to them. He said 
that the memorandum 
submitted by them will 
be taken up with the Min-
istry of Tribal Affairs.

Speaking on the im-
portance and contri-
bution of Sikkim, the 

Minister said that Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
accords very high prior-
ity to the North Eastern 
region. He said that the 
Prime Minister himself 
has also visited Sikkim. 

“Sikkim is the irst 

state to be declared as 
Open Defecation Free 
State,” he added. 

He also said that the 
Gross Domestic product 
and literacy of the State 
are also very high. He 
further said that Sikkim 

has excelled in the ield 
of tourism as well. 

“Due to all these rea-
sons, Sikkim sets an ex-
ample to be followed by 
other states,” he said. 

After giving a patient 
hearing to the delegation 
from Sikkim, Dr Jitendra 
Singh said that it is the 
government’s responsi-
bility to see that all sec-
tions of the society get 
due justice.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, DoNER Secretary, 
Naveen Verma said that 
there is a de ined pro-
cess to be followed while 
including any commu-
nity in the Scheduled 
Tribes list.

Senior of icers of Min-
istry of DoNER were also 
present on the occasion. 

PRITAM LAMA
Y , 12 D :

The irst Gram Sabha after the 
Panchayat election of Yuk-

sam-Dubdi Gram Panchayat Unit 
under Yuksam-Tashiding Constitu-
ency was held at Gram Prasashan 
Kendra at Yuksam in West Sikkim 
on 11 Dec. 

Panchayat President, Dichen 
Wangchuk Bhutia chaired the 
meeting which was attended by 
Zilla Panchayat member, Budha 
Hang Subba, Panchayat members 
of respective wards, representa-
tives of line departments, block 
and ward level committees and the 
general public.

Ward Panchayats of respective 
wards highlighted their demands 
related to the development of the 
village like construction of foot-
paths, protective wall, provision of 
drinking water supply etc.

Village Development Assistant 
cum Panchayat Sachiva, Khabindra 
Gurung highlighting on the impor-
tance of the Gram Sabha, informed 
about power decentralization by 
the government wherein he urged 
the Panchayat members to work 
with dedication towards the devel-
opment of their respective wards 
and villages.

Panchayat President, Dichen 

Wangchuk Bhutia in her address 
highlighted the importance of 
organic farming in the State and 
urged the gathered people to take 
up organic farming. She reminded 
people of Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling’s decision of banning 
vegetables and fruits from outside 
the state from 31 Mar, 2017. 

She welcomed and lauded the 
decision made by Chief Minister 
Pawan Chamling on banning vege-
tables and fruits from outside the 
state from next year. 

“We need to take organic farm-
ing seriously and professionally 
now. Our state is a fully organic 

state and there is a potential in 
organic farming market. One can 
take organic farming professional-
ly,” she added.

She further informed that Cer-
ti icate of Identi ication and Sik-
kim Subject will be mandatory 
for every of icial work and gram 
panchayat recommendations. She 
appealed to all fellow Panchayat 
members to look into it. Further, 
she promised to take Yuksam-Dub-
di Gram Panchayat Unit to greater 
heights in her tenure and for that 
she appealed to Panchayat mem-
bers and people of the GPU to 
come forward.

Delegation of 11 Indigenous communities 
from Sikkim calls on DoNER Minister

Yuksam-Dubdi GPU holds irst Gram Sabha 
with newly-elected panchayats

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 12 D :

Polok Borong Multi 
Purpose Coopera-

tive Society Limited held 
its 08th annual general 
meeting on 11 Dec at its 
premises in Polok, South 
Sikkim, a press release 
from the society informs. 

Vice-president of 
Polok-Borong Gram Pan-
chayat, TB Pradhan was 
the chief guest of the 
meeting which was at-
tended by the society 
members and of icials 
from Cooperation De-
partment, Sikkim State 
Cooperative Bank Limited 
(Rabong), National Bank 
for Agriculture and Rural 
Development (NABARD) 
and Sikkim Co-operative 
Milk Producers’ Union.

The audit report of 
the society for the year 
2017-18 was presented 

by Cooperative Inspector, 
Ronika Rai. 

NABARD of icial, Tem-
pa C Bhutia spoke about 
various loan schemes for 
farmers and the Pradhan 
Mantri Accident and Life 
Insurance schemes. 

Manager of Sikkim 
Milk Union, GT Lepcha 
gave an outline of the 
milk business of the So-
ciety and encouraged the 
members to increase milk 
production by citing AM-
UL’s White Revolution.

SISCO staff of icer, 
Jigmee Bhutia requested 
the loanee members to 
repay the KCC loan on 
time for their own bene-
it and for the society. 

The chief guest in his 
address reiterated the 
potential of the society 
to progress and encour-
aged the members to 
work in their ields, and 

in the light of the Chief 
Minister’s vision to make 
Sikkim self suf icient, 
to grow vegetables and 
market it through the 
society, to utilize loans 
to create assets and to 
maintain credibility by 
timely repayment. 

A new managing 
committee of nine mem-
bers was elected, with 
Surendra Koyu as presi-
dent and Sachita Gurung 
and vice-president.

For the irst time the 
society distributed divi-
dends to its share holders. 
It distributed Rs 76,860 
to its 271 members, Rs. 
2,250 for Panchayat share 
and Rs 4,500 for govern-
ment share. The society 
also distributed its three 
years’ accumulated milk 
bonus of Rs 57,706 to its 
milk producer members, 
reads the release.

Polok Borong MPCS holds AGM

LOST
I, Sonam Ongchuk Lep-
cha, S/O Shendup Lepcha 
R/O Lower Tanek, North 
Sikkim P/O Ramthang, 
North Sikkim have lost 
my original Class X mark 
sheet, year 2011, CBSE, 
Jawahar Navodaya Vidy-
alaya, Phodong bearing 
Roll No: 3145506 and 
S.No: 0363662 on my 
way from Gangtok to 
Mangan in a service cab 
on 08 Dec, 2017. 
If found please contact 
7548917326

KJM VARMA 
B , D  12 (PTI):

The Doklam standoff had put 
“severe pressure” on India-Chi-

na ties though the issue was re-
solved through diplomatic means, 
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang 
Yi told External Affairs Minister 
Sushma Swaraj during their meet-
ing in New Delhi.

The bilateral ties went through 
a serious test after Indian border 
troops “illegally trespassed” into 
the Chinese territory in June, Wang 
told Swaraj yesterday.

The Chinese foreign minister 
was in New Delhi to attend the 
Russia-India-China (RIC) Foreign 
Ministers’ meeting.

Although the standoff ended 
eventually through diplomatic 
means more than two months lat-
er, lessons must be learned and 
efforts must be made to avoid 
such an incident in the future, 
said Wang, whose comments were 
posted on the Chinese Foreign 
Ministry website today.

“The standoff put the bilateral re-
lations under severe pressure,” he said.

Wang said that the Sino-Indi-
an relations are at a crucial period 
and the most important thing be-
tween the two countries is to really 
cultivate mutual trust.

Leaders from both countries 
have shared the view that China 
and India should regard each oth-
er’s development as opportunities 
rather than challenges, and China 
and India are partners rather than 
rivals, thus the two sides should 
sincerely implement the consen-
sus reached by the leaders of the 
two countries, Wang noted.

While enhancing strategic 
communication at all levels, re-
storing dialogue mechanisms that 
have been established and deep-
ening pragmatic cooperation in all 
ields, both sides should also prop-

erly manage differences so as to 
maintain peace and tranquillity in 
the border areas, he said.

Wang’s visit to New Delhi is the 
irst by a top Chinese of icial to In-

dia after the 73-day Doklam stand-
off and after the commencement of 
the second ive-year term of Presi-
dent Xi Jinping.

The Doklam standoff ended 
on August 28 after Chinese troops 
stopped building a key road close to 
India s ‘Chicken Neck’ corridor. In-
dia had objected to the construction 
highlighting its security concerns. 
The road was being built by China in 
an area also claimed by Bhutan.

Besides Swaraj, Wang also 
called on President Ram Nath Kov-
ind and National Security Advisor 
Ajit Doval.

In his meeting with Doval, 
Wang said China and India should 
make correct choice in develop-
ment of relations without politi-
cising and complicating issues left 
over by history.

Sino-Indian relations are at a 
crucial moment when both sides 
need to make right choice on the 
future of the bilateral relations, 
Wang was quoted as saying by the 
state-run Xinhua news agency.

Doklam standoff put severe pressure 
on India-China ties: Wang

CPI-M accuses 
BJP of trying 
to disturb 
communal 
harmony in 
Tripura
A , D  12 
(PTI): The CPI-M today 
accused BJP of trying to 
disturb communal har-
mony in Tripura in view 
of Assembly elections 
next year.

The charge was made 
by CPI-M Central Com-
mittee member and State 
party Secretary, Bijan 
Dhar at a press confer-
ence here.

BJP, however, rub-
bished the accusation.

Tripura will see As-
sembly poll early next 
year.

The CPI-M leader 
pointed towards inci-
dent of damage caused 
to a temple at Belonia 
in South Tripura district 
yesterday in which a 
member of RSS-af iliate 
Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh 
(BMS) has been held.

When contacted, Of i-
cer-in-charge of Belonia 
police station, Siraj Miah 
said, a BMS member 
Amuchai Mog has been 
arrested in connection 
with the incident of dam-
age to a Kali temple.

“During preliminary 
interrogation, the accused 
said he was in an inebri-
ated condition following 
some personal problem 
and crashed the door of 
the Kali temple and broke 
the idol”, the OC said.

He said Mog was 
produced in the court of 
Chief Judicial Magistrate 
(CJM), B. P. Debbarma to-
day who sent him to one 
day s police remand.

When contacted, BJP 
spokesperson, Mrinal 
kanti Deb said, “BJP al-
ways fought for protec-
tion of Hindu religion, 
so it is absurd that BJP 
would indulge in causing 
damage to any temple.”

CPI-M, which was 
perturbed over rise of 
BJP in Tripura has been 
making wild allegations 
in view of the upcoming 
elections, he said.
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K , D  12 (PTI): Sky 
gazers in the city and else-
where in the country can watch 
a meteor shower display from 
tomorrow night till the early 
hours of December 14, if clouds 
and light pollution do not play 
spoilsport.

The Geminid meteor shower 
is expected to provide a celes-
tial display and people will have 
to move out of the glare of city 
lights to a darker region, Direc-
tor, MP Birla Planetarium, Debi-
prosad Duari said today.

Sky watchers should go to an 
open space and keep an eye on 
the sky and binoculars or tele-
scopes will not be required to 
watch the celestial display, Du-
ari said.

“This year the Geminid me-
teor shower is predicted to peak 
on the night of December 13 and 

the early morning of Decem-
ber 14. The shower will start at 
around 10 pm on December 13 
when the Gemini constellation 
will be visible in the north-east-
ern sky, a little above and right 
of the familiar Orion constella-
tion,” Duari said.

The shower is predicted to 
be at its maximum at around 2 
am on December 14, when the 
Gemini constellation will be al-
most overhead and the number 
of meteors can reach up to 120 
per hour, he said.

“Though the meteors tend 
to originate from the Gemini 
constellation, they can be ob-
served from most parts of the 
sky. Since the meteors are rel-
atively slow moving, the bright 
streaks of light will be easily 
visible and one does not need 
a binocular or telescope for en-
joying the show while lying on 

an open ground away from city 
lights,” he said.

Rocks and dust particles 
from space which are about to 
collide with Earth’s atmosphere 
are called meteoroids.

He said, “And those that 
streak through the atmosphere 
are called meteors. Generally, 
comets, which are chunks of ice 
having lots of dust come close to 
the Sun. By the Sun s radiation, 
the ice melts and the dust and 
rocks are left behind along the 
orbit of the comet.

“If the Earth, in its yearly mo-
tion around the Sun happens to 
pass through such a trail of de-
bris of dust particles, the small 
dust particles enter the Earth s 
atmosphere with considerable 
speed.”

By friction in the atmo-
sphere, the particles then 
burn up and give rise to not 

only a single bright streak in 
the sky but numerous mete-
ors called meteor showers, he 
elaborated.

In case of the Geminid mete-
or shower, so named as the me-
teors appear to originate from 
the constellation of Gemini, it 
is not a comet but an unusual 
asteroid called 3200 Phaethon, 
discovered in 1983, the eminent 
scientist said.

Generally the meteor shower 
associated with 3200 Phaethon, 
a 5.1 km piece of rock, peaks 
around second week of Decem-
ber and some astronomers be-
lieve the asteroid may have un-
dergone a collision with anoth-
er object in the distant past to 
produce the stream of particles 
that Earth runs into creating the 
meteor shower.

Geminid meteor shower display 
from December 13 midnight

SUMMIT REPORT
M , 12 D :

Block Development Of-
icer [Tintek], Utam 

Chettri visited the under 
construction garbage 
disposal pit at Dikchu Ba-
zaar on 11 Dec.  

Mr Chettri directed the 
workers to inish the proj-
ect in time and told them 
to approach the construc-
tion with dedication. 

Residents of Dikchu 
have been facing dif icul-
ties managing garbage in 
the area so they have ex-
pressed their happiness 
and gratitude towards 
the BDO for coming up 
with a holistic solution to 
the problem. 

Mr Chettri also visit-
ed the bazaar area and 
asked the authority to 
renovate the public wa-
ter hydrant.

Tintek BDO visits under construction garbage pit at Dikchu 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 12 D :

A book written by Sikkim Legisla-
tive Assembly Speaker and Sikkim 

Democratic Front party’s founding 
member, KN Rai titled ‘Naya Vayastha 
Ko Silanyash’ was launched by Chief 
Minister Pawan Chamling at Mintok-
gang as the party celebrated its 23rd 
year of government formation today.

The book tells the history of SDF 
from its inception to government for-
mation.

After the book release, the Chief 
Minister interacted with the gathering 
of senior SDF leaders and urged them 
to write similar books. 

“Share your knowledge and experi-
ence with the people by writing books 
like our Speaker,” he said.

The Speaker had an informal talk 
with the media after the book launch.

“We know that success is not at-
tained without struggle. The youth of 
today do not know about the history 
of our party and the stories of struggle 
faced by the Chief Minister. I have writ-
ten about our days of struggle,” he said.

“I want to tell through the book 
that there has been no change in the 
principles of our leader. The princi-
ples he had before launching the par-
ty are still the same and there is no 
change,” he said.

Speaker KN Rai’s book on SDF’s journey released by CM

REBYNA RANA
G , 12 D : 

A collection of Hindi 
bhajans from senior 

singer and musician Bim-
la Pradhan was released 
today by Global Head 
of Chinmaya Mission 
Worldwide, Swami Swa-
roopananda.

The bhajan collection 
titled ‘Kanha’ was released 
during a talk on ‘Shape 
Your Destiny’ organised 
by the Chinmaya Mission 
Sikkim at Chintan Bhavan 
where the global head was 
the chief speaker.

Ms Pradhan hails from 
Gangtok and is a State 
awardee in music. The 
songs have been written 
by her husband Shyam 
Pradhan. The music direc-
tor is Ajnish Rai and Suraj 
Gazmer is the lute player. 

Music videos of most 
songs in the album have 
been prepared and will 
be soon aired on the local 
channel.

Collection of Hindi bhajans by 
Bimla Pradhan launched 

21-year-
old booked 
under 
POCSO Act
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 12 D :

A 21-year-old man 
from West Sikkim 

has been accused of sex-
ually harassing an eight-
year-old minor. 

According to the vic-
tim’s mother the accused 
had harassed the child by 
restraining her and of-
fering her Rs 100 to have 
sexual intercourse. 

The victim reported-
ly informed her mother 
about the incident and 
the mother then report-
ed the incident to a local 
organization after which 
the accused reportedly 
came to her house and 
threatened her of dire 
consequences. 

The mother then re-
ported the incident to 
the Ward Panchayat who 
directed her to report the 
incident to the police. 

The accused has been 
placed under arrest and 
booked under Protection 
of Children from Sexual 
Offenses Act, 2012. The 
victim on the other hand 
was sent to hospital for 
medical examination.

Lossoong Open Futsal begins
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 12 D : 

The irst edition of the Lossoong Open Futsal Tour-
nament got underway here at In inity Futsal Are-

na on Tuesday. 
A total of 20 teams are participating in the tourna-

ment being organised by Ultimate Futsal Club [UFC]. 
The inaugural day was attended by former nation-

al players of Sikkim, Sanjay Singh and Rinzing Gyatso 
as special guests. Four matches were played on the 
irst day of the tournament. 

In the inaugural match, Manbir Boys outplayed 
Sentinel FC ‘A’ 4-2 while Tathangchen FC defeated 
Sadarians in a tie-breaker in the second match. In the 
third match, UFC edged past LA FC in the tie-breaker 
and in Sentinel FC ‘B’ thrashed In inity 10-1.

The semi- inal matches of the tournament will be 
played on 16 December and inals on 17 December. 

The tournament carries a cash prize of Rs 40,000 
for the winners and Rs 20,000 to the runner-up team 
along with trophies and medals.

UFC member Tashi Dorjee Bhutia informs that the 
tournament will now be organised annually. He also 
expressed satisfaction on the response received to 
the irst edition of the tournament and support from 
sponsors. Gangtok-based UFC presently has more 
than 30 members.

New Delhi, Dec 12 (PTI): The economy 
may not be out of the woods yet with 
retail in lation shooting to a 15-month 
high of 4.88 per cent in November, 
and factory output sliding in October 
on subdued performance by mining 
and manufacturing, government data 
showed today.

The Central Statistics Of ice (CSO) 
released the two key macro economic 
data -- Consumer Price Index (CPI) for 
November and Index of Industrial Pro-
duction (IIP) for October -- this evening.

The CPI-based retail in lation 
jumped to 4.88 per cent in November 
on annual basis, as compared to 3.58 
per cent in the preceding month.

The IIP, commonly known as facto-
ry output, continued to decline and fell 
to a three-month low of 2.2 per cent on 
annual basis in October mainly due to 
subdued performance of mining and 
manufacturing sectors coupled with a 
contraction in output of consumer du-
rables. The IIP had expanded by 4.2 per 
cent in October last year.

Finance Minister Arun Jaitley had 
said yesterday that the economic ex-
pansion recorded in the July-Septem-
ber period marks the reversal of the 
declining trend of growth witnessed in 
the last few quarters.

Reversing a ive-quarter slide in 
GDP growth, the Indian economy 
bounced back from a three-year low to 
expand by 6.3 per cent in the July-Sep-
tember quarter, compared to 5.7 per 
cent in the April-June period as manu-
facturing revved up and businesses ad-
justed to the new GST regime.

The CSO data on CPI revealed that 
in lation in protein rich eggs shot to 
7.95 per cent in November on annual 
basis, as against 0.69 per cent in the 
previous month.

For vegetables it was 22.48 per cent 
in November. The in lation in the seg-
ment was a only 7.47 per cent in October.

On overall basis, the in lation in the 

food segment increased to 4.42 per 
cent in November as compared to 1.9 
per cent in the preceding month.

In the fuel and light segment, it was 
7.92 per cent, as against 6.36 in October.

The jump in retail in lation comes 
within days of the Reserve Bank warn-
ing that there may be a spike in prices 
in the coming months.

The central bank had also raised its 
in lation projection for the remaining 
months of the current iscal while keep-
ing the key interest rate (repo) on hold.

As for industrial production, when 
compared on a monthly basis, the IIP 
had grown 4.14 per cent in September 
this year.

Industrial output is up by a meagre 
2.5 per cent for the April-October peri-
od of the current iscal, compared to 5.5 
per cent in the same period of 2016-17.

Consumer durable goods output 
contracted by 6.9 per cent in October 
as against a growth of 1.5 per cent in 
the same month of the previous year. 
During the irst seven months of this is-
cal, the output of these goods declined 
by 1.9 per cent as against a growth of 6 
per cent last year.

Electricity generation rose 3.2 per 
cent in October as compared to 3 per 
cent a year ago. The mining activity re-
corded almost a lat growth of 0.2 per 
cent during the month under review as 
against 1 per cent growth in October 
2016.

Industry body Assocham said that 
manufacturing activity had slowed in 
October as in lows of new orders stag-
nated even as negative effects from the 
implementation of Goods and Services 
Tax (GST) continued to dampen de-
mand levels.

Icra’s Principal Economist Aditi 
Nayar said the uptick in the CPI in la-
tion was signi icantly sharper than ex-
pected, validating the caution displayed 
by the Monetary Policy Committee of 
the RBI in its recent reviews.

In lation jumps to 
15-month high
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WRITE US: Readers are invited to comment on, 
criticise, run down, even appreciate if they like 
something in this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ 
indecorous language and personal attacks, except 
when against people responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored. Letters 
which carry forward a conversation or initiate a 
dialogue will command immediate attention and 
receive prominence.  
Mail us at: letters@summittimes.com

Pahads and 
Pahadis

Yes, the mountains are under pressure

Monday, 11 December was International Mountain 
Day. It passed largely unobserved in Sikkim as 

perhaps it went forgotten across most of India which 
is unfortunate because the theme this year was signif-
icant – “Mountains Under Pressure: Climate, Hunger, 
Migration”.

Pressures of modernity put too much stress on 
mountain lifestyles, and what is worse, the ‘develop-
ment’ model of the plains is being increasingly im-
posed on Hill People. Nation-building is ruthlessly 
invoked to force mountain people to sidestep sustain-
ability practiced through generations and allow the 
recklessly ill-informed plunder of their resources. The 
margins are under stress because of the greed of the 
plains. This has strained the careful balance that hill 
communities have evolved after generations of living 
with the environment as against the mainstream ci-
vilisational model which is built on the exploitation 
of natural resources. The demand for resources abun-
dant in the mountains has always been there, but the 
pressure has increased in the past half a century or so; 
a coercive pressure which the mountain communities 
have not been able to resist or manage too effectively. 
The disintegration of mountain environments has ac-
celerated as more and more hill communities convert-
ed to lifestyles which distanced them from the land 
which was earlier integral to their livelihoods and sur-
vival. This is not to suggest that hill societies should be 
discouraged from aspiring for and acquiring modern 
luxuries and amenities and get locked away, paused 
in a moment in time as museum pieces. The rush of 
modernity has however been too quick and the root-
edness to the land which de ines all rural populations 
[which most hill societies were until very recently] 
was snapped too suddenly in the hills. The crossover 
not being smooth, the communities ind themselves 
maladjusted and this is obvious in the crumbling ur-
ban infrastructure and desolate ruralscapes which de-
ine mountains at least in our country and increasingly 

also in Sikkim. 
The observance of International Mountain Day 

on the theme “Mountains Under Pressure: Climate, 
Hunger, Migration” would have thus presented an apt 
opportunity not only for the plainsfolk to learn about 
how things were in the mountains [and continue to be 
in some pockets], but also for the Hill People to begin 
the process of anchoring their identities and responsi-
bilities with more purpose and through that process, 
begin to prepare better for changes which are going to 
hit them hard.

The Day itself marks the anniversary of the Inter-
national Year of Mountains as designated by the UN 
for the year 2002, and IMD was then projected to 
“achieve a stronger engagement of actors/ institutions 
and the civil society in sustainable mountain develop-
ment”. This approach, tied with the theme for the day 
this year, would have been best served if sustainable 
mountain development programmes were based more 
on traditional arrangements of the hill people instead 
of the powerpoint presentations by resource persons 
speaking in generalisations which strike no resonance 
with the ‘stakeholders’. It is another matter that even 
that did not happen and there are no surprises there 
because although mountains cover approximately 
one-quarter of the world’s surface, it is home to bare-
ly 12% of the human population. The voice of the hill 
people does not thus carry very far when it comes to 
framing policy and establishing priorities.

Thus far they have been spoken on behalf of, some-
times by well-meaning and informed well-wishers 
and also as often by opportunistic issue mongers or 
condescending elites. If a world body accepts that 
Mountain Life is under “pressure”, it is perhaps time 
that the mountain people were allowed direct ac-
cess, a voice that is truly representative of what is at 
risk not only for them but also the rest of the world 
if the mountains, its ecological balance and its people 
are allowed to crumble away. The pahadis have been 
pushed around for so long that one begins spying con-
spiracies when the purpose of International Mountain 
Day 2017 is introduced as being one to bring focus to 
“sustainable development in mountain regions” and 
“eradication of poverty in mountain regions”.

MALCOLM DAVID HUDSON
theconversation.com

In early December 2017 the United Nations En-
vironment Programme in Nairobi announced a 

resolution on marine litter and microplastics. The 
move was widely welcomed as the emerging “plas-
tic oceans” crisis has become starkly clear.

It is estimated that 8m tonnes of plastic waste 
inds its way in to the ocean each year, and it is no-

toriously dif icult to remove. The impacts are in-
creasingly apparent: great rafts of plastic are con-
gregating in ocean gyres, blame games have broken 
out between neighbouring countries, and marine 
species face poisoning from the associated toxins.

There may even be direct risks for humans, es-
pecially the 400m or so poor people who depend 
critically on ish for their food. As yet isheries are 
more threatened by over-exploitation and climate 
change, but we are now inding plastics in our ma-
rine ecosystems and even in food like mussles and 
oysters.

TIMELY – BUT NOT BINDING
Given the urgency of the problem, a more deci-
sive global leadership is needed and so the UN’s 
announcement is certainly timely. Its resolution 
on marine litter and microplastics is the irst gen-
uine global attempt to tackle the problem. It aims 
to eliminate marine litter in the long term, urging 
counties to take action by 2025, to “prevent and 
signi icantly reduce marine pollution of all kinds” 
and “encourages” them to “prioritise policies” that 
“avoid marine litter and micro plastics entering 
the marine environment”. Among other promising 
points, an international working group will be set 

up to seek legally binding options to tackle marine 
litter, and it is encouraging to see that almost 40 
countries have signed up to the voluntary #Clean-
Seas campaign since its launch in February 2017.

The elephant in the room here is the lack of 
any binding targets. Under pressure from key play-
ers like the US, China and India, UNEP has backed 
off putting in targets or binding commitments, 
although it was reported that the US was at least 
engaged in the discussions. It is worth noting that 
China is the biggest emitter of plastic marine litter 
and along with the US and India has a very large 
plastic manufacturing sector.

ALARMING PARALLELS
There are alarming parallels with the past two 
decades of attempts to tackle climate change. Evi-
dence that greenhouse gases emitted by human ac-
tivities were causing more energy to be trapped in 
our atmosphere has been increasingly clear since 
the mid 1990s, but vested interests combined with 
the need for equitable treatment of developing 
countries means that progress has been painfully 
slow – so slow that it will now be much harder to 
stay within the 2°C limit that scientists view as po-
tentially manageable for future generations. Even 
now, while the evidence is clear and the impacts 
are painfully apparent round the world, the US has 
backed out of the 2015 Paris agreement.

But we are are capable of better. In the 1970s 
and 80s we faced another major environmental 
threat. Pollutants used in refrigerants (chloro luo-
rocarbons, or CFCs for short) were damaging the 
ozone layer, which acts as a protective screen from 
the worst of the sun’s ultraviolet rays. Alarm bells 
were ringing as skin cancers increased, and scien-

tists predicted a catastrophe within decades. 
That time, despite the now-familiar lobbying 

and stalling by industry, who argued that the sci-
ence was uncertain and that more evidence was 
needed, the world got together. The Montreal Pro-
tocol was agreed in 1987 and since then the harm-
ful chemicals have been phased out or managed 
more effectively. We have seen the ozone layer 
recovering towards pre-1980s levels and, in a pos-
itive unintended consequence, the phasing out of 
chemicals that are also potent greenhouse gases.

We humans have a mixed track record. The re-
covering ozone layer shows that we can, if we have 
the will and the leadership, get to grips with even 
the most wicked of environmental problems and 
turn things round. But, as our attempts to deal with 
climate change have shown, progress can be slow 
and getting everyone working together remains 
fraught with dif iculty.

We should not forget that plastics have revo-
lutionised our lives – I am typing this on a plastic 
keyboard, for instance, while wearing a plastic i-
bre leece, and looking through plastic lenses in my 
glasses. Any change will be tough and could have 
economic consequences.

But however important plastic seems to our 
lives, we depend even more on the health of the 
oceans for our well-being and for that of the plan-
et. Right now attempts to get the world together to 
deal with plastic waste and ocean pollution are at 
a crossroads; at least it’s good news we have made 
it this far.

[the writer is Associate Professor in Environ-
mental Sciences, University of Southampton]

Ocean plastic: clean it up, but avoid the 
mistakes of global climate policy

PETER BERESFORD
theconversation.com

Over the past four years, 700,000 more young 
people and pensioners in Britain have been 

“plunged into poverty”, according to the indings 
of a major new report from the Joseph Rowntree 
Foundation (JRF).

But there is only one thing to say with any con-
idence about reports like these: they are very un-

likely to bring about any signi icant change in the 
government’s policy. So why do think-tanks like 
the JRF keep spending large sums of 
money producing such reports and ev-
idence which seem to achieve so little?

Nearly half a century ago, in 1971, 
the eminent sociologist David Donni-
son wrote a review in the magazine, 
New Society, of yet another report 
about the dire state of UK housing 
and homelessness. He demanded that 
“no more reports” should be commis-
sioned until something was done with 
the evidence that was already there. As 
he made clear, the problem was not a 
lack of evidence, but that little or noth-
ing was being done about it.

In 2017, politicians and civil ser-
vants are not only failing to address 
social problems, they are fanning the 
lames of the problems poor people 

are facing.
It’s hardly a surprise that the JRF has found 

many more older people are now being forced into 
poverty as cuts in pension credit bite. Cuts in sup-
port for families and children and the enforced mi-
gration of many to low-paid, insecure employment 
explain the growing millions being brought up in 
penury. Already things are worse than when the 
JRF produced its 2016 report with similar fanfare, 
entitled “We can solve poverty in the UK”.

A WELL-REHEARSED CONVERSATION
Researchers who produce ever more evidence 
about problems that are only too well known seem 
to think that by telling the government how much 

damage its policies are doing, it will magically stop 
imposing them. Or that if they show “the public” 
how bad things are, then “something will have to 
change”. But what it mostly means nowadays is 
that governments and their allied media dismiss 
such indings as the chattering of the “metropoli-
tan classes”.

The many thousands of people whose lives are 
being undermined by current public policy are 
very aware of their own worsening problems. They 
don’t need telling – but they do need people to lis-

ten to them. It was only after the terrible Grenfell 
Tower ire that the wider public learned that local 
tenants had been warning of impending catastro-
phe for years but nobody took any notice.

Reports like the JRF’s and others are based on 
a model of social change that the populist political 
right has dismissed as paternalistic and outmoded 
since Margaret Thatcher led Britain in the 1980s. 
It is a model of change that continues to privilege 
self-appointed experts and elites and reduces those 
at the sharp end of poverty to the status of a data 
source at best, and at worst to being marginalised 
and ignored. It makes it seem as if something is only 

true when think-tanks or academics shout about it.
This shows no recognition nor respect for peo-

ple living with problems of food poverty or poor 
and insecure housing 24/7 – nor does it challenge 
their disempowerment in any way.

NEW SOLUTIONS FROM THOSE 
THAT NEED THEM

What makes this even more frustrating is that it 
doesn’t have to be like this. There is an alternative 
and the JRF was actually a pioneer in advancing it. 
What’s needed is to support people in poverty to 

develop their own ideas and solutions 
for change instead of asking them how 
awful things are.

Towards the end of the 20th cen-
tury, the JRF did this in relation to dis-
ability and disabled people. It involved 
disabled people, supporting the devel-
opment of their own organisations and 
research, and helped to transform pub-
lic and political understandings of dis-
ability. This was part of the movement 
that led to anti-discrimination legisla-
tion, and a cultural change in the per-
ception and roles of disabled people in 
society – which the Conservative-led 
government since 2010 fought against 
tooth and nail in its welfare reform 
programme. 

If organisations such as the JRF 
were only to commit a tithe of their in-

come and capital to cash-starved, user-led organi-
sations that can speak for poor people themselves, 
we would see the latter’s capacity immeasurably 
increased.

Many groups facing poverty have shown their 
ability to achieve change with thought-through 
strategies, including parliamentary, campaigning, 
virtual and direct action. They also provide legiti-
mate ways of drawing on and making public their 
personal dif iculties and hardship, without reduc-
ing it to the level of “sad stories” and statistics. Such 
organisations, led by users, offer much more hope 

Endless reports on rising poverty do little to change 
government policy – there’s another way

A helping hand: a volunteer at a food bank in Glasgow.

turn to pg05
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for the future.
I am involved in such 

an organisation and net-
work called Shaping Our 
Lives – its latest research 
provides resources to 
help people who access 
health services long-term 
to act as effective rep-
resentatives to achieve 
change themselves. Such 
user-led organisations 
point the way to real 
alternatives to welfare 
reform, such as a uni-
versal national indepen-
dent living service paid 
for from direct taxation. 
This is more proactive 
than merely focusing on 
the system’s failings – a 
very limited approach to 
achieving change.

[the writer is Professor 
of Citizen Participation 

at the University of Essex 
and Emeritus Professor 
of Social Policy, Brunel 

University London]

Contd from pg04

Endless reports 
on rising 
poverty do little 
to change 
government 
policy – there’s 
another way

G , D  12 
(PTI): Assam Chief Min-
ister Sarbananda Sonow-
al today said better road 
connectivity with neigh-
bouring states would 
lead to better economic 
ties and strengthen rela-
tions among North East-
ern states.

Education can wipe 
out ignorance and super-
stitions from the society 
and this can be brought 
about by qualitative re-
forms in education right 
from the primary school 
level, he said at the gold-
en jubilee celebrations of 
Amguri College in Sibsa-
gar district.

“Our government is 
working for sustaining 
friendly relations. The 
state government has 
been working for the 
development inter-state 

border areas which will 
ultimately lead to sus-
tained friendly states in 
the region,” the chief min-
ister said.

Assam is bestowed 
with enormous potenti-
alities and efforts have 
to be taken to discover 
the state for which a lot 
of new thinking has to be 
brought, he said adding 
that education is the only 
tool which can stimulate 
new thoughts.

“We need to work 
hard to make full use 
of our resources in the 
areas of water, miner-
al, wild-life, human re-
sources and with the 
judicious use of science 
and technology these 
resources have to be uti-
lised for the betterment 
of humanity”, the chief 
minister added.

J’khand hands 
over 174.84 
acre to Adani 
Power
R , D  12 (PTI): 
Jharkhand government 
today handed over doc-
uments of 174.84 acre 
land in Godda district 
to Adani Power Limited 
and expressed hope that 
the company would soon 
start work to set up a 
1600 MW power plant.

Chief Secretary Raj-
bala Verma said 10,000 
people would get em-
ployment in the project 
while Rs 15,000 crore 
would be invested in the 
irst phase of the project.

She said 174.84 acre 
against the proposed 970 
acre land required for the 
plant has been acquired 
and the process of ac-
quiring the rest would be 
completed soon.

Handing over the 
document of acquired 
land to the CEO of Adani 
Power Limited Rajesh 
Jha, Verma said the pro-
posed power plant would 
provide 400 MW electric-
ity to the state and devel-
op Godda district as well.

Jha said 25 per cent of 
the electricity to be pro-
duced in the pollution 
free plant would be given 
to Jharkhand.

The people of Godda 
are enthusiastic about 
this project, he said.

B , D  12 (PTI): The 
Odisha government has spent more 
than Rs 26.55 crore towards airfare of 
Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik and oth-
er ministers in three years.

The state’s Parliamentary Affairs 
Minister B K Arukha, said in a written 
reply to BJP member Dilip Ray, in the 
Assembly today.

He said the expenditure on account 
of air travel was for the period 2015-17.

While Rs 8.43 crore was spent to-
wards airfares of chief minister and oth-
er ministers during 2015, the amount 

was Rs 11.14 crore in 2016 and Rs 6.97 
crore in 2017, the minister said, adding, 
this included fare for travel within the 
state and outside.

Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik had 
used a chopper 104 times for his move-
ment within the state and other minis-
ters used choppers for 45 times within 
a span of three years, Arukha said.

He said the chief minister had un-
dertaken lights outside Odisha on 11 
occasions in the three years while one 
minister undertook air travel outside 
the state only once.
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S  (M ), D  
12 (PTI): The annual 
Nongkrem Dance Festi-
val was celebrated here 
amid fanfare and gaiety 
with young Khasi men 
and women swaying to 
traditional folk music to 
appease goddess Ka Blei 
Synshar, in the hope of a 
rich bumper harvest.

Chief Minister Mukul 
Sangma, in his message to 
the people on the occasion, 
said the festival has been 
forging bonds of friendship 
and compassion among 
the local people.

“May this festival 
continue to preserve our 
cultural roots and create 
strong bonds of friend-
ship and compassion so 
as to achieve our shared 
objective of lasting peace, 
communal harmony and 
progress,” he said.

The king of Hima 

Khyrim kingdom, Bala-
jied Syiem, along with the 
high priest performed 
the Pomblang ceremony, 
where a goat was sacri-
iced to appease the god 

of Shillong peak, Lei Shy-
llong, and also the ances-
tors and ancestress of the 
ruling clan. The religious 
part of the festival pre-
ceded yesterday’s dance 

performances.
Young maidens, 

decked up in exotic cos-
tumes and jewellery, 
matched steps to the 
changing beats of drums 

and haunting tunes of the 
tangmuri (pipes).

Attired in their tradi-
tional regalia, young men 
also took to the dancing 
arena to perform in front 
of the Ling Sad (thatched 
palace). They held swords 
and white Yak hair whisks 
in their hands.

A colourful fair, fea-
turing local handicrafts 
and delicacies, was also 
organised here on this 
occasion.

The Nongkrem Dance 
has always attracted 
tourists, both domestic 
and foreign.

Hima Khyrim has 
always been a bastion 
of Khasi culture, Bala-
jied Syiem said on this 
occasion.

“The rituals and the 
dance performances have 
remained the same all 
these years,” he said.

Nongkrem Dance Festival celebrated with pomp and gaiety

S , D  12 (PTI): 
Eighty-year-old Kyiek Mukh-
im, a nurse-cum-midwife who 
assisted in the delivery of over 
1000 babies and attended to 
innumerable medical emer-
gencies in the remote villag-
es of Meghalaya’s East Khasi 
Hills district, has inally taken 
voluntary retirement.

Kyiek, lovingly known as 
Kong Kyiek in her locality, had 
worked full time at Kharang 
Rural Centre (KRC) till June 
this year when she had to be 

hospitalised for age-related 
ailments.

“Old age got the better of 
me and I have to pass on the 
baton to a new set of people 
who I believe will continue 
to work for the welfare of the 
poor and the needy in the vil-
lage,” Kong Kyiek told PTI.

The management commit-
tee of the KRC on Saturday 
organised a farewell for her, 
where other employees and 
her children were present.

Retiring without any ben-

e its, she was given a me-
mento, some cash and a let-
ter of appreciation from the 
KRC, which was founded by 
English-born humanitarian 
worker Annie Margaret Barr.

A mother of six, Kong 
Kyiek was one of the irst few 
students adopted by Barr at 
her rural centre in 1952. She 
went on to complete her ed-
ucation, nursing training and 
internship at the Shillong Civil 
Hospital, Ganesh Das Hospital 
and the TB Hospital here for 

three years after which she 
started working at the KRC.

A alumni of the Lady Reid 
Basic school here and the As-
sam-based Sarania Ashram, 
where she learnt weaving, 
horticulture and sewing, Kong 
Kyiek had also served at the 
Kasturba Centre at Laitkroh 
prior to her stint as a nurse 
and midwife.

She married Dranwell 
Wahlang in 1957 at the age 
of 20.

Kong Kyiek has served at 

the KRC for 62 years, working 
almost every day and attend-
ing to medical emergencies 
even in the dead of the night.

“I have lost count of the 
exact number of babies I 
have delivered but I can tell 
you that on an average I at-
tended to two deliveries a 
month at Kharang and ad-
joining villages.

“There were many years 
in between that I worked 
alone at the Centre without 
any doctor and there were so 

many medical emergencies 
that I handled,” she said.

Located at about 40 km 
from here, Kharang village 
has 352 families with a pop-
ulation of 2117, as per 2011 
census.

The adjoining villages 
Pingwait, Mawlein, Dien-
glieng, Nongjrong with over 
800 households have an 
approximate population of 
6000.

Assisted in over 1000 child births, nurse retires at 80

Sonowal stresses on 
better road links 

in NE states
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Odisha spent Rs 26.55 cr towards 
airfare of CM, ministers

T , 
D  12 (PTI): The death 
toll due to Ockhi cyclone, 
which hit the Kerala 
coast, rose to 52 today as 
more bodies were recov-
ered and the search for 
the missing ishermen in 
the high seas continued.

Of icials at the state 
control room monitoring 
the search operations said 
six bodies were found off 
Kozhikode today. Two 
bodies were found off Ko-
chi late last night.

Of the total bodies re-
covered, 24 were found 
off the coast of Thiruva-
nanthapuram and 10 off 

Kochi. Seven bodies were 
found off Kollam, six off 
Kozhikode, Malappuram 
two and one each from 
Thrissur, Kannur and 
Kasaragod, they said.

Search operations 
would continue as 95 
ishermen were still miss-

ing, of icial sources said.
Chief Minister Pinarayi 

Vijayan today urged peo-
ple to donate towards the 
Ockhi Cyclone Relief Fund 
set up by the state gov-
ernmnet for rehabilitation 
of the affected families.

Vijayan said employ-
ees of the state and cen-
tral governments, private 

institutions and people in 
social and cultural ields 
should contribute gener-
ously to the fund.

He also said the help 
of individuals, institutions 
and organisations was nec-
essary as a huge amount 
was needed for taking up 
rehabilitation projects.

State Fisheries Minis-
ter J Mercykutty visited 
the Pozhiyur coastal area 
of the district to take 
stock of the situation.

Meanwhile, the Arch-
bishop of the Latin Cath-
olic church Soosa Pakiam 
met governor P Sathasiv-
am and raised various 

Ockhi: Toll goes up 52 in Kerala with more bodies found
demands, including an 
intensive search for miss-
ing ishermen.

Yesterday, hundreds 
of ishermen under the 
aegis of the Latin Catho-
lic Church had taken out 
a march to the Raj Bha-
van in support of their 
demands for a hike in the 
compensation amount.

The state government 
has announced a relief 

package for the affected 
victims, which, among oth-
er things, included Rs 20 
lakh each to the families 
of those who died in the 
cyclone that ravaged the 
coast on November 29-30.

The state government 
has also demanded a i-
nancial assistance of Rs 
1,834 crore from the Cen-
tre in view of the loss suf-
fered due to the cyclone.

T  (TN),D  12 
(PTI): Kausalya, whose 
father was among the six 
given death sentence by a 
court today for suspect-
ed honour killing of her 
Dalit husband, said she 
would ight till her moth-
er and two other acquit-
ted were also punished.

The young widow 
hailed the verdict that 
meted out capital pun-
ishment to most of the 
accused, saying it would 
act as a deterrent against 
honour killings na-
tion-wide.

“I will appeal in the 
high court against the 
acquittal of Annalakshmi 
(her mother), Pandithu-
rai (paternal uncle) and 

Prasanakumar. My legal 
battle will continue till 
they too are appropri-
ately punished,” she told 
reporters here.

She, however, did not 
refer to their relationship 
with her.

Kausalya was inter-
acting with media shortly 
after Tirupur Principal 
District and Sessions 
Judge Alamelu Natara-
jan gave the judgement 
in the case related to 
the brutal murder of 
her husband Shankar on 
March 13, 2016 in nearby 
Udumalpet.

Kausalya, who sur-
vived the attack, de-
scribed the judgement 
as a “warning bell and 

deterrent” to caste chau-
vinists who indulged in 
honour killings.

“Justice is rendered 
for the blood, shed by 
Shankar and the verdict 
has re-established my 
trust in the judiciary,” she 
said.

The woman also said 
she would oppose if any 
of the convicts iled an 
appeal in the high court 
against their sentence.

Seeking protection 
to her and the family of 
her husband, Kausalya 
demanded a legislation 
to prevent recurrence 
of such “honour killings 
and instil fear among 
those trying to oppose 
inter-caste marriages.”

Slain Dalit man’s wife vows to ight till 
all including her mother are punished

weakness in administration with of-
icers vying to get promoted in rank 

with no increase in work. He asked 
all, from of icers to Muster Roll work-
ers, to let go of such power struggles 
and to focus on qualitative work. 

He called on bureaucrats, party 
members and the citizens for in-
trospection and asked all to collec-
tively take part in the development 
goals of the state. 

Pointing out the problems faced 
by the developing world including 
Sikkim, the CM held that the rate of 
development and democratization 
is slow due to some politicians and 
government of icers who treat the 
public like servants. 

He reminded the audience that 
be it a politician or an of icer through 
merit, everyone is a public servant 
and asked all not to “personalise” re-
sources for the bene it of few. 

On the completion of a record 
23 years in power, he said, “Com-
pare Sikkim then and now.”

The CM said that the chief fea-
ture of success of his government 
is the ful illment of basic minimum 
needs for residents of the state and 
all sections of Sikkimese society.

He added that in the last 20 
years the poverty rate in the state 
has declined sharply from 41% to 
8%, a record since the second World 
War for any country or state. 

Adding that his government is 
people centric, he said Sikkim has 
ful illed many of the UNESCO mil-
lennium development goals with 
each section of the society getting 
development along with proper and 
comfortable housing meant for a 
holistic and happy life. 

Stating that non Sikkim Sub-
ject/COI holders opening shops and 
business establishments in rural ar-
eas of the state is a concern, the CM 
asked all Sikkimese to be vigilant 
and “take a stand for Sikkim”. 

On the need for patent to build 
a global brand for Sikkimese prod-

ucts and to instill a sense of own-
ership in the Sikkimese people, he 
asked the entrepreneurs and vari-
ous stakeholders including the gov-
ernment to patent products made in 
the state which will later promote 
the state as leading producer. 

On a progressive note, the Chief 
Minister also said that the state is 
for the growth of all sections of soci-
ety including sexual minorities like 
the gay, lesbian and transgender 
communities. 

Lastly, he thanked and congrat-
ulated all the leaders, bureaucrats, 
party members and the people of 
Sikkim for voting his party to power 

for a record number of times.
Earlier, Chief Secretary, AK. 

Shrivastava in his welcome address 
touched upon some of the devel-
opmental activities carried out by 
the SDF government in the last 23 
years. He also shared the upcoming 
priority projects of the government.

Principal Secretary, Finance 
cum Development Commissioner, 
VB Pathak presented a brief report 
on the achievements of the SDF gov-
ernment during its 23 years of gov-
ernance.

The programme concluded with 
vote of thanks proposed by Secre-
tary, RM&DD, DR Nepal.

DIRECTIONS FOR THE DEPARTMENTS
- Prohibition on the use of plastic bottled water in State Government functions.
- No sub-letting of licence, business, contractual works etc.
- Individuals not possessing SSC/CoI are not to be permitted to engage in 

any kind of business activity in rural areas.
- Forest Department and other related departments to ensure that the Gov-

ernment’s policy on the ban of taking medicinal plants out of the State is 
strictly followed.

- Departments should ensure that schemes once sanctioned and put to ten-
der are started and completed on time, duly ensuring quality control. In 
case of any irregularity on the part of the Contractor, the work should be 
re-tendered or taken up departmentally.

- RMDD, Horticulture and Irrigation departments to ind immediate solu-
tions for combating the problem of scarcity of water faced by the farmers.

- All 185 GPUs should set up ‘Smritivans’ and Nurseries in their respective areas.
- All on-going works/schemes to be given priority and completed on schedule. 

Road carpeting works of all sanctioned roads to be completed by March, 2018.
- Earnest money deposited by Contractors against any work to be released 

only 5 years after the completion of the work. The same can be utilized if 
there arises the need for any maintenance/repair of the same work.

- All sanctioned works to be completed on scheduled time. Signboards with 
details of the work should be clearly displayed at the sites.

- In view of the frequent road accidents in the State, Motor Vehicles Division 
should be strict in issuing driving license, duly taking into consideration 
the vital pre-requisites of a good and safe driver.

- Only trained and quali ied electricians/linesmen to be recruited.
- Setting up of Organic Market Centres in all bazaars of the State.
- All Government buildings under construction to be completed at the earliest.
- Roads and other Government infrastructures like hospitals should be 

maintained properly, duly ensuring cleanliness.
- All village libraries to be made functional at the earliest.
- Emphasis should be laid on saving saplings planted during plantation 

drives. Forest Department to ensure that these plants are properly taken 
care of, instead of focussing on them only during plantation time.

- All departments should update their data banks and host it on their respec-
tive websites. IT Department and DESME to look into the matter.

On 23rd anniv of Govt formation...
Contd from pg01
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SOURAV ROY BARMAN 
R /P /V  
(G ), D  12 (PTI):

The state highways are smooth 
but the journeys are long and 

arduous. So they take refuge in 
their smartphones, mostly encased 
in plastic, shutting themselves off 
from the rest of the world.

The occasional chuckle from the 
youngsters and the sound leaking 
from ear plugs give some hint about 
the source of entertainment - most-
ly video clips of Bollywood licks, 
regional albums or comedy clips.

Prince Parmar is on one such bus, 
travelling to Gandhidham, a town in 
Kutch district, from Patan town.

The 23-year-old youth, son of 
a landless farmer, works as a “su-
pervisor” in a garments company 
in Gandhidham for a meagre salary 
of Rs 10,000 per month.

“And they deduct half the sala-

ry if you take even three days off,” 
Parmar, a Dalit, says.

While sharing his angst and 
frustration, Parmar suddenly asks, 
“How much do you earn? What did 
you study?” 

As Gujarat prepares to vote in 
the second and last phase of the 
election on December 14, Parmar’s 
question takes on added import, 
re lecting not just the many wor-
ries of youth in the state but also 
sending out a message for parties 
competing for power.

A recurrent highlight of a near-
ly 550-km road trip across north 
Gujarat is the Gujarati youth’s curi-
osity about the world of white-col-
lar jobs and their sense of aston-
ishment over the perks and privi-
leges that come with it.

Koradiya Wasimbhai Mehbub-
bhai, a resident of Radhanpore’s 
Jain Boarding locality, drops in 
at the makeshift poll of ice of the 

Congress with two of his friends.
Mehbub says he inished 

school and underwent vocation-
al training at an ITI (Industrial 
Training Institute).

When a local Congress worker 
interjects saying he is now doing 
sundry jobs to eke out a living, the 
20-year-old snaps.

“What he is saying is not true. 
I am looking for a good job,” Me-
hbub says, his voice choking with 
anguish and a sense of shame.

Later, walking towards his shan-
ty on the fringes of the town, Meh-
bub narrates how circumstances 
forced him to quit studies after high 
school. His father is a driver, who 
earns Rs 5,000 per month.

Minutes later, Mehbub, in a 
manner nearly identical to Parmar, 
inquires about this correspon-
dent’s job pro ile, quali ications 
and salary.

“Did they also pay you sepa-

rately for this trip over and above 
the salary? Do they have entrance 
exams for the job?” Mehbub asks.

En route to Patan’s Sami tehsil, 
Deepakbhai Devipujak, a resident 
of the district’s Baspa village, pulls 
out his China-made tablet to show 
images of devastation caused by 
the July 2017 loods in his area.

“All our standing crop was lev-
elled by the surge of water. And till 
date we have not received compen-
sation for the loss despite numer-
ous promises by the authorities,” 
he says.

Deepak says he will pursue a 
law degree, in accordance with 
his farmer father’s wish. Howev-
er, only reservations can ensure a 
government job that can secure his 
future, he af irms.

“Our caste numbers around 1.5 
crore across the country.

We are listed as Backward 
Castes by the Gujarat government.

But we want reservations to 
end the discrimination against us 
and ensure our proper represen-
tation in the government,” he says.

The Devipujak community, list-
ed among the Nomadic Tribes and 
Denoti ied Tribes in Gujarat, fall in 
the OBC category.

But they have been demanding 
a separate quota within the 27 per 
cent reservation for OBCs as they 
are too marginalised to compete 
with other groups.

In Vadgam constituency’s Chha-
pi village, Bhawesh Kumar echoes 
a similar sense of despair. The 
29-year-old, who has completed his 
MA and BEd, is desperately seeking 
a government job but runs a mobile 
repairing shop out of necessity.

These voices have little pres-
ence in the prevailing political 
discourse of the state, saddled by 
raging debates on wild conspiracy 
theories and a heady dose of reli-

gious polarisation.
The Patidar agitation for res-

ervations, led by Hardik Patel, re-
lected similar frustration even 

among the youth of the landed Pa-
tel community.

According to the RBI’s hand-
book of statistics, Gujarat’s growth 
driven by capital-intensive indus-
tries has not generated adequate 
amount of jobs, and in recent years 
the rate of manufacturing output 
has steadily fallen.

Small and medium-scale enter-
prises have also shut shop more 
than ever before, especially after 
the introduction of GST and de-
monetisation, resulting in further 
shrinking of job opportunities, data 
reveals.

Will Gujarat’s youth make 
their presence felt in this election? 
Counting day on December 18 
should provide some answers.

In Gujarat, a recurring question, where have the jobs gone?

BHARAT SHARMA
M , D  12 (PTI):

Handed an embarrassing de-
feat in the inaugural ODI, a 

wounded India would look to 
get even against an inspired 
Sri Lanka in a do-or-die second 
match, here on Wednesday.

The loss not only hurt but 
was also an eye-opener for a 
team that has been dominant 
all throughout the long home 
season.

Proving that the opening 
day surrender to Sri Lanka pac-
ers at the Eden Gardens was 
no aberration, the Indian bat-
ting stood exposed once again 
against the moving ball.

Chandigarh won’t be as 
cold as Dharamsala but the 
pacers should come into play 
considering it is another 11:30 
am start to the day-night affair.

In that case, it will be anoth-
er test for the Indian batsmen if 
the home team happens to bat 
irst in a must-win contest.

Barring old war-horse MS 
Dhoni, the highly-rated bats-
men seemed like sitting ducks 
every time Suranga Lakmal 
pitched the ball up in the off-
stump corridor.

After the experienced Rohit 
Sharma and Shikhar Dhawan 
fell early, it was an ideal oppor-
tunity for the likes of Shreyas 

Iyer, Dinesh Karthik and Man-
ish Pandey to weather the ini-
tial storm and make a big score.

However, they all came a 
cropper and if it was not for 
Dhoni’s ighting 65, India could 
well be out for their lowest 
ever total.

If it was one person, who 
would be gutted looking at his 
teams’ performance, it would 
be captain Virat Kohli, who 
opted out of the series to get 
married to Bollywood actor 
Anushka Sharma in Italy.

Rohit, leading the side 
in Kohli’s absence, was not 
amused either in his irst ODI 
as captain. Though, he prom-
ised that the team will learn 

from Dharamsala debacle and 
bounce back in the remaining 
two games.

“It is important to thrive in 
these conditions and come out 
good. It is an eye opener for all 
of us,” Rohit had said after the 
seven-wicket loss.

He is unlikely to tinker with 
the playing eleven but there is 
a possibility that Ajinkya Rah-
ane is picked to shore up the 
inexperienced batting, espe-
cially the middle order.

Rahane sat out of the open-
ing game as the team man-
agement only sees him as the 
back-up opener in the pres-
ence of Sharma and Dhawan.

However, he has batted 

in the middle-order in a few 
games out of the 84 ODIs he 
has played.

In the bowling depart-
ment, the worry for India will 
be the performance of Har-
dik Pandya, who again leaked 
runs as the hosts tried to de-
fend a paltry 112.

He is picked as the bowling 
all-rounder for the South Africa 
Test series and needs to be at 
the top of his game ahead of the 
crucial tour starting next month.

Considering Sri Lanka can-
tered to victory in 20.4 overs, 
spinners Yuzvendra Chahal 
and Kuldeep Yadav did not 
come on to bowl. They would 
be itching to get back into ac-
tion after a month’s gap.

While India ind them-
selves in an unusual situation 
at home, Sri Lanka have a gold-
en opportunity to seal the se-
ries after ending a 12-match 
losing streak with a thumping 
win in Dharamsala.

New Zealand too were on 
the cusp of history last month 
but faltered after winning the 
series opener as India bounced 
back to win the next two games.

The win must have done a 
world of good to the islanders’ 
con idence after the beating 
they have taken at the hands 
of India at home and away this 

season.
Lakmal was lethal again on 

a helping pitch while Angelo 
Mathews too made a promis-
ing return with the ball.

Also effective on a seam-
ing surface was pacer Nu-
wan Pradeep. The batting too 
clicked and completed the mod-
est chase rather comfortably.

As put by Rohit after the 
match, another 70-80 runs and 
it could have been a different 
story with the ball still moving 
in the evening.

TEAMS: India: Rohit Shar-
ma (captain), Shikhar Dhawan, 
Ajinkya Rahane, Shreyas Iyer, 
Manish Pandey, Washington 
Sundar, Dinesh Karthik, MS Dho-
ni, Hardik Pandya, Axar Patel, 
Kuldeep Yadav, Yuzvendra Cha-
hal, Jasprit Bumrah, Bhuvnesh-
war Kumar, Siddarth Kaul.

Sri Lanka: Thisara Perera 
(captain), Upul Tharanga, Da-
nushka Gunathilaka, Lahiru 
Thirimanne, Angelo Mathews, 
Asela Gunaratne, Niroshan 
Dickwella, Chaturanga de Sil-
va, Akila Dananjaya, Suranga 
Lakmal, Nuwan Pradeep, Sad-
eera Samarawickrama, Dhan-
anjaya de Silva, Dushmantha 
Chameera, Sachith Pathirana, 
Kusal Perera.

Match starts at 11:30 am.

Hurt and embarrassed, India 
seek revenge in Mohali

N  D , D  12 
(PTI): The Supreme 
Court today said it will 
pass order on a plea 
seeking to make higher 
education institutions 
physically accessible for 
disabled students.

A bench of Justices A 
K Sikri and Ashok Bhu-
shan said that it will pass 
certain directions on the 
issue and give some time 
for its compliance.

The bench was hear-
ing a plea iled by an 
organisation Disabled 
Rights Group in 2006, 
espousing the cause of 
a disabled girl who is 
100 per cent wheelchair 
bound.

The girl, who wanted 
to study law, could not 
study at the National Law 
University and managed 
to gain admission in a 
private university.

Counsel for the peti-
tioner organisation said 
the college at the private 
university does not have 
facilities for disabled 
students despite a law 
which mandates provi-
sion of facilities to such 
students.

“She was made to stay 
in a hostel in a shared 
room with two other nor-
mal students, the bath-

room did not have a ramp 
and there was no escort 
facility in the hostel for 
such students,” he said.

He said Persons for 
Disabilities(Equal Op-
portunities, Protection of 
Rights and Full Participa-
tion) Act, 1995, provided 
certain guidelines to be 
followed, which were not 
adhered to by higher ed-
ucation institutes.

The bench said three 
per cent reservation pro-
vided under the law is 
now being followed by 
the educational institu-
tions.

“There is no tracking 
or monitoring whether 
these institutes are pro-
viding reservation or not 
to the disabled students. 
There is no reporting 
mechanism for the insti-
tutes,” the counsel said.

The bench then out-
lined three issues-- pro-
vision of reservation in 
higher educational insti-
tutions for disabled, all 
educational institutions 
being made physically 
accessible for disabled 
students and the scope 
of several provisions of 
the Act.

“We will pass order 
with regard to these is-
sues,” the bench said.

SC to pass orders 
on disable friendly 

educational 
institutes

Kochi,Dec 12 (PTI): 
Versatile and provocative 
painter Nilima Sheikh 
has become the irst 
artist to be selected for 
the fourth edition of the 
Kochi-Muziris Biennale, 
which begins exactly a 
year later -- December 
12, 2018, the organisers 
said here today.

Anita Dube, curator 
of the upcoming KMB 
hosted by Kochi Biennale 
Foundation, announced 
Sheikh’s name today, 
formally setting in mo-
tion the process of selec-
tion of her artists for the 

high-pro ile contempo-
rary art event, they said 
in a release.

Sheikh’s illustrious 
body of works is a scorch-
ing portrayal of the tur-

moil in Kashmir valley 
and a mystical depiction 
of women-centric issues.

During her over 
ive-decade career, the 

72-year-old Vadoda-

ra-based painter has pro-
duced an incredibly mag-
ni icent oeuvre, wielding 
her brush to make an 
intense depiction of sub-
jects, with particular em-
phasis on Kashmir, Par-
tition and displacement, 
the release said.

Her strength also lies 
in the portrayal of grim-
ness of contemporary life 
like oppressive patriar-
chy and the silent suffer-
ing of women that crack 
social fabric and she does 
it through use of tradi-
tional idioms and motifs, 
the organisers said.

A historian by train-
ing before she focused 
attention on the canvas, 
Sheikh delved into the 
history of Kashmir, and 
believes that the valley s 
turmoil “is owing to our 
lack of understanding 
(of the place and people 
there) as Indians The 
artist s role is to bear 
witness - to both the past 
and present.” 

Hailing the selection 
of Sheikh, KBF President 
Bose Krishnamanchari 
said the Kochi Biennale 
Foundation is thrilled 
that they were able to 

make this announcement 
today, exactly a year to 
the day the next edition 
of the Kochi-Muziris Bi-
ennale will start.

Heavily inspired by the 
literary works of Rabin-
dranath Tagore, Sheikh 
became interested at an 
early age in the connec-
tion between stories and 
images, between murals 
and ancient manuscripts.

Her works are rooted 
in Eastern painting tradi-
tions such as miniature 
painting and oral tradi-
tions of vernacular folk 
songs.

Nilima Sheikh is irst artist selected for 4th edition of KMB

14 crore PAN-Aadhaar 
linkages done till now

N  D , D  12 (PTI): Over 14 crore Permanent 
Account Numbers (PANs) have been linked with Aad-
haar till now, of icial sources said today.

With this, about 41 per cent of PANs are now linked 
with Aadhaar numbers.

There are about 33 crore PAN cards, while Aadhaar 
has been issued to about 115 crore people.

“Over 41 crore PANs have been linked with the Aad-
haar till now. The linkages are ongoing,” a senior of icial 
said.

The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT), the pol-
icy- making body for the Income Tax Department, last 
week extended the deadline for this linkage to March 
31 next year.

“It has come to notice that some of the taxpayers 
have not yet completed the linking of PAN with Aad-
haar. Therefore, to facilitate the process of linking, it has 
been decided to further extend the time for linking of 
Aadhaar with PAN till March 31, 2018,” the CBDT said.

The government has made the PAN-Aadhaar linking 
mandatory for iling ITR (Income Tax Return) and ob-
taining a new Permanent Account Number (PAN) from 
July 1.

The Supreme Court in June upheld the validity of an 
Income Tax Act provision making Aadhaar mandatory 
for allotment of PAN cards and ITR iling, but put a par-
tial stay on its implementation till a Constitution bench 
addressed the issue of right to privacy.

The CBDT in June said the apex court’s order had 
only given a “partial relief” to those who did not have an 
Aadhaar or an Aadhaar enrolment ID, and the taxman, 
hence, “will not cancel” the PAN of such individuals.

While Aadhaar is issued by the Unique Identi ica-
tion Authority of India (UIDAI) to a resident of India, 
PAN is a 10-digit alphanumeric number alloted by the 
I-T department to a person, irm or entity.

CHANDRA SHEKHAR 
B  A , D  12 (PTI):

Jack Ma, the founder and exec-
utive chairman of Alibaba, on 

Tuesdday urged WTO members 
to adopt easier and transparent 
rules for e-commerce so as to 
support small businesses and 
encourage them to succeed in 
the global marketplace.

“E-commerce is future...it 
is the solution for small busi-
ness,” Ma said.

He was addressing a ses-
sion to launch an initiative, 
‘Enabling e-commerce’ to pro-
mote policies and practices for 
small businesses on the side-

lines of the 11th Ministerial 
Conference of the World Trade 
Organization (WTO).

The presence of the world’s 
leading e-commerce player 
at the WTO is signi icant as 
member countries are divided 
over the way the issue should 
be handled by the multilateral 
trade body.

While some countries want 
to push e-commerce to the ne-
gotiating table, India and oth-
ers maintain that binding rules 
would restrict the policy space 
to deal with the emerging sec-
tor, and favour the continua-
tion of 1998 Work Programme 
with non-negotiating mandate.

Ma said policies dealing 
with e-commerce should be 
improved and modernised as 
it is an important platform for 
small businesses.

He said: “The problem with 
globalisation is that its bene its 
have not been made available 
to all. We cannot stop globali-

sation, we must improve it.
“If businesses and govern-

ment work together, we can 
create a more inclusive trade 
model to expand the bene its 
of globalisation to those who 
have been left behind.” 

The Enabling e-commerce 
initiative, he added, envisions a 
world where small businesses, 
young people and developing 
countries can succeed in global 
marketplace.

WTO Director General Ro-
berto Azevedo said that e-com-
merce can lift up small busi-
nesses around the world.

“The vibrant debate on these 

issues has shown the desire of 
many WTO members to bridge 
the digital divide, and to gain 
a deeper understanding of the 
challenges and opportunities of 
e-commerce,” said Azevedo.

The Enabling e-commerce 
is a joint initiative of the WTO, 
the World Economic Forum 
(WEF) and the electronic 
World Trade Platform (eWTP).

Founder of e-commerce gi-
ant Alibaba, Ma had came out 
with the concept of eWTP to 
bring small and medium-sized 
enterprises more fully into the 
global economy.

Jack Ma pitches for easier e-commerce rules
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NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR SINCERE MORNING DEAR LOVED DEAR PARROT EVENING

Draw Time: 11:55 am onwards Draw Time: 04:00 pm onwards Draw Time: 08:00 pm onwards
Draw No:2 DrawDate on:12/12/17 Draw No:2 DrawDate on:12/12/17 Draw No:20 DrawDate on:12/12/17

1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 92K 04483 1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 75H 17843 1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 68J 50725
    (Including Super Prize Amt)     (Including Super Prize Amt)     (Including Super Prize Amt)

Cons. Prize Rs.9495/- 04483 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9495/- 17843 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9495/- 50725 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
02115 20183 35763 42265 59534 08623 23745 30018 46791 48469 00051 13126 24845 37378 49816
75606 84080 86546 98275 99133 49247 63398 75304 89770 96921 68963 71646 76324 84247 89472
3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0110 1310 3940 4898 6723 8886 9032 9434 9855 9947 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0318 1316 1554 2927 3172 4783 5929 7338 9910 9944 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 1066 1436 3621 5068 5211 5779 6296 7918 8285 8414
4th Prize Rs.250/- 0583 1094 1344 3900 6253 7581 7842 8399 9437 9458 4th Prize Rs.250/- 0193 0581 1430 3103 5185 6395 7067 7111 7298 9212 4th Prize Rs.250/- 1156 2301 2450 3109 3291 3630 4851 5476 8634 9376
5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/-
0015 0164 0284 0348 0408 0426 0454 0483 0524 0527 0274 0326 0580 0630 0769 0770 0772 0825 0845 0992 0262 0294 0409 0414 0536 0740 0773 0813 0889 0908
0638 0699 0788 1095 1102 1159 1231 1339 1395 1557 1048 1287 1306 1349 1580 1692 1716 1932 1994 2077 0931 0939 0955 1149 1150 1379 1489 1855 1894 1918
1642 1646 1783 1824 1840 1918 1944 2179 2384 2553 2129 2240 2241 2407 2415 2432 2445 2446 2461 2719 1926 1932 1935 2022 2096 2170 2388 2525 2543 2545
2650 2795 2885 2899 2983 3040 3057 3118 3155 3506 2919 2933 3331 3351 3418 3622 3782 3960 3976 4110 2649 2717 2876 2931 2965 3234 3263 3321 3374 3552
3543 3549 3589 3689 3839 4067 4181 4406 4480 4500 4318 4630 4719 4779 4875 4995 4998 5135 5236 5243 3688 3805 3981 4141 4444 4576 4752 4810 4843 4897
4611 4635 4725 4759 5140 5218 5403 5452 5641 5771 5263 5423 5461 5531 5724 5777 5783 5990 6144 6167 4917 4972 5350 5397 5418 5469 5588 5607 5635 5753
5835 5912 6013 6022 6030 6053 6330 6482 6524 6731 6247 6297 6305 6357 6479 6487 6494 6652 6896 7065 5773 5899 6046 6244 6256 6334 6399 6403 6421 6506
6780 6981 7021 7098 7152 7165 7223 7243 7301 7450 7165 7432 7456 7462 7538 7603 7634 7778 7874 8034 6536 6659 7026 7046 7054 7085 7163 7418 7453 7465
7509 7601 7779 7838 7909 8024 8080 8105 8191 8193 8447 8607 8689 9110 9117 9123 9255 9278 9481 9560 7503 7606 7657 7660 7972 7982 8166 8280 8833 8913
8349 8694 8758 8866 9059 9243 9568 9600 9707 9913 9570 9592 9593 9594 9626 9669 9688 9715 9806 9989 8996 9101 9366 9541 9657 9788 9840 9877 9882 9975

Issued by: 
The Director, Nagaland State Lotteries, Kohima, Nagaland
For Results, Please visit: www.nagalandlotteries.com

K I N D L Y     C H E C K     T H E     R E S U L T S     W I T H     T H E     O F F I C I A L     G A Z E T T E  

 LABHLAXMI TAURUS  MUMBAILAXMI LAXMAN
 Draw No:2 DrawDate on:12/12/17  Draw No:2 DrawDate on:12/12/17
 1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 3191  1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 2623 2nd Prize Rs.2,000/- 1041
 2nd Prize Rs.1,000/- 4272 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 3052  3rd Prize Rs.1,000/- 4657 4th Prize Rs.501/- 5393
 4th Prize Rs.300/- 5317 5th Prize Rs.  201/- 2871  5th Prize Rs.220/-
 6th Prize Rs.100/-  1002 1003 1030 1046 1116 1125 1135 1137 1139 1146
 1071 1081 1091 1115 1137 1151 1152 1169 1182 1187  1161 1171 1200 1205 1268 1273 1315 1371 1390 1393
 1213 1258 1267 1297 1312 1318 1325 1373 1388 1420  1409 1473 1494 1522 1582 1590 1616 1646 1668 1676
 1434 1482 1495 1528 1585 1624 1668 1713 1736 1767  1680 1705 1750 1775 1780 1802 1807 1822 1841 1869
 1802 1822 1878 1935 1947 1972 2011 2022 2061 2080  1879 1906 1946 1996 1997 2008 2012 2057 2093 2100
 2088 2177 2267 2290 2309 2380 2382 2466 2470 2490  2102 2105 2175 2191 2231 2258 2290 2302 2312 2321
 2691 2719 2725 2750 2755 2822 2833 2845 2853 2858  2324 2334 2363 2387 2407 2415 2425 2475 2477 2481
 2863 2902 2974 2986 3056 3068 3074 3143 3162 3179  2493 2521 2542 2567 2577 2588 2593 2613 2657 2668
 3218 3270 3298 3319 3333 3349 3367 3371 3384 3387  2682 2694 2704 2721 2759 2766 2783 2797 2805 2837
 3396 3410 3426 3427 3432 3433 3471 3505 3540 3542  2874 2920 2989 3010 3015 3102 3104 3105 3176 3181
 3544 3551 3600 3630 3653 3707 3717 3724 3727 3750  3187 3197 3212 3227 3238 3260 3316 3348 3353 3414
 3776 3797 3807 3875 3902 3956 3958 3999 4021 4026  3419 3473 3511 3512 3518 3529 3561 3583 3646 3654
 4033 4046 4066 4067 4091 4145 4151 4166 4191 4208  3669 3738 3740 3745 3757 3761 3774 3786 3790 3832
 4229 4232 4248 4282 4321 4341 4342 4351 4369 4389  3846 3883 3892 3928 3977 3987 4005 4012 4014 4058
 4392 4411 4415 4433 4439 4543 4556 4579 4580 4602  4081 4099 4113 4130 4181 4205 4252 4264 4272 4284
 4703 4713 4738 4757 4783 4788 4791 4817 4893 4896  4358 4448 4449 4478 4645 4650 4671 4709 4747 4761
 4959 4984 4986 5002 5013 5168 5251 5290 5293 5305  4762 4811 4839 4890 4943 4950 4995 4997 5059 5078
 5339 5361 5374 5382 5392 5457 5462 5502 5509 5516  5083 5089 5159 5166 5195 5197 5270 5320 5321 5323
 5546 5576 5608 5651 5658 5671 5694 5725 5730 5756  5403 5435 5444 5446 5450 5518 5551 5580 5620 5630
 5778 5873 5878 5879 5885 5890 5891 5928 5971 5973  5658 5666 5714 5720 5796 5813 5939 5950 5967 5972
 6067 6076 6096 6136 6138 6181 6199 6201 6222 6231
 6238 6258 6275 6291 6301 6319 6326 6333 6453 6545 Issued by :
 6549 6574 6578 6590 6605 6627 6649 6682 6687 6737 The Director, Sikkim State Lotteries,
 6749 6757 6764 6793 6808 6812 6829 6834 6852 6853 Government of Sikkim,Deorali-737102,Sikkim
 6857 6864 6868 6886 6907 6909 6913 6927 6967 6976 Please Visit : www.sikkimlotteries.com
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KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE

LALIT K JHA 
W , D  12 (PTI):

Over 50 Democratic women 
lawmakers have sought a thor-

ough congressional probe into 
the sexual misconduct allegations 
against President Donald Trump, 
saying a full inquiry into the accu-
sations was “long overdue”.

In a letter sent to Chairman 
and Ranking Member of the 
House Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reforms, the 
54 women lawmakers who 
signed it noted that in the time 
of “Me Too”, women across the 
US were coming forward with 
their own harrowing stories of 
sexual harassment and assault.

“Members of Congress have 
also come under scrutiny and 
investigation, with some resign-
ing, for improper sexual con-
duct,” the letter said.

“We cannot ignore the mul-
titude of women who have 
come forward with accusations 
against Mr Trump. With that 
said, the President should be al-
lowed to present evidence in his 
own defence,” it said.

The allegations of sexual mis-

conduct against the 71- year-old 
Trump have received renewed 
attention recently after several 
prominent men in the worlds of 
politics, entertainment and me-
dia have been accused of sexual 
harassment, assault and rape.

Over the past two years, 
about 16 women have accused 
Trump of making unwanted sex-
ual advances against them prior 
to his assuming the presidency.

Three of the Trump’s accus-
ers at a news conference yester-
day demanded that the US Con-
gress investigate their allega-
tions against the US President.

They detailed their accounts 
of being groped, fondled and 
forcibly kissed by the business-
man-turned-politician.

Last year, Trump dismissed 

the allegations as “false”.
He downplayed his remarks 

in a video that showed him mak-
ing lewd remarks as nothing 
more than “locker room talk” at 
the second presidential debate 
and said he has never kissed or 
groped women without consent.

White House Press Secretary 
Sarah Sanders said yesterday 
the president had addressed the 
accusations directly and denied 
all of these allegations.

“This took place long before 
he was elected to be President. 
And the people of this country, 
at a decisive election, supported 
President Trump, and we feel 
like these allegations have been 
answered through that pro-
cess,” Sanders told reporters at 
her daily news conference.

As the President said him-
self, he thinks it’s a good thing 
that women are coming for-
ward, but he also feels strongly 
that a mere allegation shouldn’t 
determine the course, she said.

“Several reports have shown 
those eyewitnesses also back up 
the President’s claim in this pro-
cess. And again, the American 

people knew this and voted for 
the President, and we feel like 
we’re ready to move forward in 
that process,” Sanders said.

Democratic Senator Kirsten 
Gillibrand in a tweet yesterday 
demanded Trump’s resignation.

“President Trump should 
resign. But, of course, he won’t 
hold himself accountable. There-
fore, Congress should investigate 
the multiple sexual harassment 
and assault allegations against 
him,” Gillibrand said.

“The American people de-
serve a full inquiry into the 
truth of these allegations,” said 
Congresswoman Lois Frankel, 
head of the Democratic Wom-
en’s Working Group (DWWG).

Congresswoman Brenda Law-
rence said regardless of the victim 
or alleged perpetrator, every voice 
deserved to be heard and justice 
demands transparency, account-
ability and respect of due process.

“A thorough investigation 
into these accusations of sexual 
misconduct by President Trump 
is long overdue,” she said.

“While the President’s be-
haviour certainly warrants a 

call for his resignation, the most 
important thing we in Congress 
can do right now is a compre-
hensive investigation,” said Con-
gresswoman Jackie Speier.

“What I ind most disturbing 
is the fact that his victims were 
dismissed out of hand or, even 
worse, called liars. These wom-
en deserve to have us engage in 
a serious examination of the al-
legations and facts, as does the 
American public,” she said.

US Ambassador to the Unit-
ed Nations Nikki Haley said yes-
terday that women who accuse 
a man of inappropriate sexual 
behaviour - including Trump - 
“should be heard.” 

“Women who accuse any-
one should be heard,” the Indi-
an- American top diplomat said 
when asked speci ically about 
Trump’s accusers.

“They should be heard and 
they should be dealt with. And I 
think we heard from them prior to 
the election. And I think any wom-
an who has felt violated or felt 
mistreated in any way, they have 
every right to speak up,” she was 
quoted as saying by the CNN.

US lawmakers seek probe into Trump’s 
alleged sexual misconducts

Saudi Arabians will be allowed to legally watch a ilm in a cinema next year for the irst time in more than 
three decades. Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman has passed a resolution allowing licences to be granted 
to commercial cinemas. The kingdom used to have many cinemas; however, all but one, an IMAX theatre show-
ing documentaries, were closed down in the 1980s during an ultra-conservative period. Many clerics still view 
Western movies and Arabic ilms made in Egypt as sinful. Since the crown prince, 32, became irst deputy prime 
minister and minister of defence under his father, King Salman, he has rapidly pushed for social reform. Under 
his in luence a ban on women driving will be lifted next year.

T , D  12 (AFP): 
A 6.2-magnitude earth-
quake struck Iran’s south-
eastern province of Ker-
man today, the Iranian 
seismological centre re-
ported, though media re-
ported minimal damage.

A woman was taken 
to hospital for injuries 
in the town of Ravar, and 
old houses in six villag-
es were damaged, Fars 
news agency quoted the 
country’s emergency ser-
vices chief as saying an 
hour after the quake.

It struck at 12:13 pm 
(0843 GMT) with the 
epicentre near the town 
of Hejdak, some 50 kilo-
metres north of the pro-
vincial capital of Kerman 
and about 800 kilome-
tres from Tehran.

It was measured as 
magnitude 5.9 by the US 
Geological Survey and 
several smaller after-
shocks were reported.

Schools were closed 
in some areas of the prov-
ince, ISNA news agency 
reported. Iran sits on sev-
eral faultlines, and today’s 

quake comes less than a 
day after a 6.0-magnitude 
tremor struck the west-
ern province of Kerman-
shah along the border 
with Iraq.

On November 12, 
Kermanshah was hit by 
a major 7.3- magnitude 
quake that killed 620 peo-
ple according to the latest 
toll provided yesterday 
by Tasnim news agency. 
Iran’s worst quake in re-
cent years struck near the 
city of Bam in 2003, which 
saw the ancient city deci-
mated by a 6.6 -magnitude 
tremor that killed at least 
31,000 people.

In 1990, a 7.4-magni-
tude quake in northern 
Iran killed 40,000 people, 
injured 300,000 and left 
half a million homeless, 
reducing dozens of towns 
and nearly 2,000 villages 
to rubble. Iran has expe-
rienced at least two other 
major disasters in recent 
years -- one in 2005 that 
killed more than 600 peo-
ple and another in 2012 
that left some 300 dead.

Magnitude 6.2 quake 
hits southeastern Iran

P , D  12 (AFP): 
French President Em-
manuel Macron will 
meet with other leaders 
today, two years to the 
day since 195 nations ad-
opted the climate-rescue 
Paris Agreement -- this 
time to talk about money.

Without trillions of 
dollars of investment 
in clean energy, the 
pact’s goal to keep glob-
al warming below two 
degrees Celsius over 
pre-industrial levels will 
remain a pipe dream, ob-
servers and participants 
warned on the eve of the 
Paris summit.

Political action “will 
not be enough if we do 
not update and reset the 
global inance architec-
ture and make all devel-
opment low-emission, 
resilient, and sustain-
able,” UN climate chief 
Patricia Espinosa said.

“We see some move-
ment... but climate con-
sideration must now be 
part of all private sector 
decisions,” she said.

After the Paris Agree-
ment was adopted in 2015 
to cheers and champagne, 
helped over the inish 
line by then US president 
Barack Obama, his succes-
sor Donald Trump has cast 
a long shadow over the 
process, withdrawing po-
litical support and inance.

Trump, who has called 
climate change a “hoax”, 
announced in June that 
the United States would 
pull out of the Paris pact, 
which had taken nearly 
200 nations more than 
two decades to negotiate.

The US is the only 
country to reject the 
agreement.

Macron yesterday 
reminded Trump of his 
responsibility to history 
over his decision to quit 
the agreement, in an in-
terview aired on CBS.

Leaders join France’s 
Macron to discuss 

climate cash crunch
“I’m sorry to say that, 

it doesn’t ly, so, so sorry 
but I think it is a big re-
sponsibility in front of 
the history, and I’m pret-
ty sure that my friend 
President Trump will 
change his mind in the 
coming months or years, 
I do hope.” 

He added: “It’s ex-
tremely aggressive to 
decide on its own just to 
leave, and no way to push 
the others to renegotiate 
because one decided to 
leave the loor.” 

Money has long been 
a sore point in the UN 
climate process, with de-
veloping nations insisting 
on inancial assistance 
to help them make the 
costly move to less-pol-
luting energy sources, 
and to shore up defences 
against climate change-in-
duced superstorms, me-
ga-droughts and land-gob-
bling sea level rise.

Trump has asked Con-
gress to slash the climate 
research budgets of feder-
al agencies -- threatening 
a loss of billions of dollars 
and thousands of jobs.

The Trump admin-
istration would also not 
ful il US climate inance 
commitments, including 
an outstanding USD 2 bil-
lion out of USD 3 billion it 
had pledged towards the 
Green Climate Fund.

“The missing piece of 
the jigsaw is the funding 
to help the world’s poor-
er countries access clean 
energy so they don’t fol-
low the fossil fuel-pow-
ered path of the rich 
world,” said Mohamed 
Adow of Christian Aid, 
which represents poor 
country interests at the 
UN climate forum.

Sarabjit murder case: 
Pak jail superintendent 
records statement
M ZULQERNAIN 
L , D  12 (PTI):

A Pakistani jail superintendent today recorded his 
statement before an additional district and sessions 

judge Lahore in the murder case of Indian national Sarab-
jit Singh who was killed by fellow prisoners in 2013.

Two Pakistani death row prisoners - Amir Sarfraz alias 
Tamba and Mudassar - in May 2013 had attacked Sarabjit 
(49) in the Kot Lakhpat jail in Lahore and killed him.

“Additional district and sessions judge Amin Haid-
er today recorded the statement of the Kot Lakhpat Jail 
superintendent in the murder case of Sarabjit Singh. 
Two more witnesses have been summoned for the next 
hearing next week,” an of icial at the jail told PTI.

He said the court proceedings in this case have been 
resumed after several months. The judicial commission 
led by Justice Mazhar Ali Akbar Naqvi of Lahore high 
court had investigated Sarabjit’s murder case before 
the trial began at the sessions court Lahore.

Naqvi had recorded the statements of some 40 wit-
nesses in the murder of Sarabjit and submitted its report 
to the government which is yet to make public its indings.

The one-man commission had also issued notices 
to Sarabjit’s relatives through the foreign ministry to 
record their statements and to produce any evidence 
they have regarding his death. Sarabjit’s family had not 
recorded their statements.

Tamba and Mudassar, in their statements to the com-
mission, confessed to the crime.

Both suspects have been indicted in the murder 
case. Sarabjit was awarded the death sentence for spy-
ing charges and killing at least 14 Pakistani citizens in 
bomb blasts in Punjab province in 1990.

Islamabad, Dec 12 
(PTI): Pakistan’s Su-
preme Court today ex-
pressed concern over 
the absence of statues of 
Lord Ram and Hanuman 
in the historic Katas Raj 
temple complex in Chak-
wal district of Punjab 
province.

Hearing a suo motu 
case on the drying out 
of the sacred pond in the 
temple complex, Chief 
Justice Saqib Nisar asked, 
“Do the authorities even 
have the idols or have 
they been displaced?” 

The issue was taken 
up by Justice Nisar on 
the basis of media re-
ports that the Katas Raj 
pond was drying up be-
cause cement factories 
nearby were drawing a 
large amount of water 

through a number of 
borewells, severely re-
ducing the sub-soil wa-
ter level.

During today’s hear-
ing, three-member bench 
headed by Justice Nisar 
termed the cement fac-
tories in the area as “de-
structive”, and demanded 
to know the names of the 
factories that are located 
near the temple, Dawn 
reported.

Punjab govern-
ment’s counsel told the 
court that Best Way Ce-
ment Factory Chakwal, 
Ghareeb Wall Factory 
and DG Khan Cement 
were among the facto-
ries near the temple, the 
paper said.

The lawyer repre-
senting Evacuee Trust 
Property Board blamed 
former chairman Asif 

Hashmi for the current 
state of affairs.

“Asif Hashmi earned 
millions of rupees from 
corruption (during 
his tenure) and then 
ran away (from the 
country),” the lawyer 
claimed.

Justice Nisar re-
sponded by asking why 
Hashmi had not been 
arrested, saying that the 
court can summon home 
secretary of Punjab and 
foreign secretary for an-
swers, the paper said.

The Chief Justice also 
barred lower courts from 
hearing any petitions re-
garding the ongoing case, 
it added.

The hearing of the 
case was adjourned until 
tomorrow.

Last month, the 
bench had directed the 

government to form a 
committee to probe the 
issue of drying of tem-
ple pond.

The Katas Raj tem-
ple is one of the Hindu 
community’s most well-
known places of wor-
ship. The name ‘Katas’ is 
derived from Kataksha, a 
Sanskrit word meaning 
‘tearful eyes’.

According to legend, 
the sacred pond was 
formed after lord Shiva 
wept upon the death of 
his wife Satti.

BJP leader LK Ad-
vani during his trip to 
Pakistan in 2005 also 
visited Katas Raj and 
inaugurated conserva-
tion work being carried 
out by the government 
of Pakistan.

Absence of Lord Ram, Hanuman 
statues in Katas Raj irks Pak SC
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FLORAL FROCK! Actress Jessica Biel rocks an AFRM 
dress and HAZE sunglasses as she leaves breakfast 
with a friend in Beverly Hills.
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EtCETERA

A R C T I C   C I R C L E  - HALLATT

B A B Y   B L U E S  - KIRKMAN & SCOTT

L O C K H O R N S  - HOEST & REINER

ARIES: There’s some possibil-
ity that in the past month or so 
you’ve been hesitant about your 
commitments, as if you’d been 
in suspended animation. Per-
haps you became aware of er-
rors you’d made in the past and 
were afraid you’d repeat them. 
Now that you’re conscious of 
the past, you can and will face 
the future with more confi dence.  
TAURUS: What a relief! Your 
energy is returning, especially 
regarding aff airs of the heart. 
Today you’ll be freed from 
the bonds of doubt about your 
judgment. With you, self-doubt 
is an especially touchy subject. 
You’re miserable when your 

confi dence is gone. The ener-
gy fl ow has been reestablished, 
although it may take you a few 
days to fully recover from the 
ordeal of recent weeks.  
GEMINI: The day ahead is prom-
ising! The aspects give a boost to 
your emotional life and should re-
lease you from the recent period of 
uncertainty that has plagued you. 
You were unable to trust your own 
judgment. Diffi  cult as this was, the 
doubt must have served some pur-
pose. Perhaps you should use your 
newfound clarity to sort out your 
experiences.  
CANCER: You undoubtedly 
have the impression that you’re 
seeing more clearly than in the 

recent past. The planetary en-
ergies are lining up to break up 
the mental fog that you’ve been 
experiencing. The past few days 
have made you think an awful 
lot and you’ve learned some les-
sons, which should be evident 
today. Now it’s up to you to ap-
ply those lessons to your life.  
LEO: One recent day you had 
the feeling that your professional 
projects really weren’t your own, 
but ones that your parents, in par-
ticular your mother, wanted you 
to have. Now you’ve been ana-
lyzing your career from all angles 
and trying to fi gure out what it is 
you truly want. Today you should 
be able to see more clearly.  

VIRGO: It seems like the basis 
of your social ambition has tak-
en a bit of a beating lately. The 
planetary energies should give 
you some new desires. They 
may be of a more modest nature, 
but that doesn’t mean they won’t 
be important. What motivates 
you professionally is going to 
be healthier and less egotistical. 
It will ultimately be a positive, 
satisfying evolution.  
LIBRA: Here is the day when 
you may fi nally accept that you 
tend to play the role of parent in 
your sentimental relationships. 
You’re the one who sets lim-
its, organizes things, and takes 
on responsibility. Your partner 

should try to open you up to 
your more sensitive, fragile side.  
SCORPIO: Are you afraid that 
people will no longer understand 
you? Have you changed too 
much? Do you have the feeling 
that you’ve left some people 
behind? Yes, it’s possible, but 
what can you do? Everyone can’t 
change at the same pace as you. 
Your friends have no problem 
with the changes you’ve under-
gone. Consider this possibility!  
SAGITTARIUS: You don’t 
have the same opinions as ev-
eryone else. Of course, this is the 
case for each one of us. But you 
seem to diff er in opinion with 
people more and more. You may 

decide that it’s time to design 
your own job, where the only 
boss to disagree with is you! This 
will carry some risks, but the po-
tential rewards are great  
CAPRICORN: You may have 
been thinking about reshuf-
fl ing the cards with your mate, 
unless you’ve already been of-
fered a new hand. This pause in 
your relationship is a necessary 
transition on your journey to in-
creased intimacy. Beginning to-
day, your relationship is back on 
track and will continue to prog-
ress smoothly. Make the eff ort to 
observe what has changed.  
AQUARIUS: There’s some like-
lihood that your emotions have 

changed in the past six weeks or 
so. You’re no longer attracted to 
the same people. You’re unsure 
of yourself at work, and you even 
wonder if your attractiveness had 
deserted you. Beginning today, 
these doubts will be dispelled. 
Take heart.    
PISCES: It looks like your 
emotions are fi nally back in 
business! You’ve been hesitant 
for the past six weeks or so, un-
able to make any decisions. You 
felt unsure, as if you could no 
longer trust yourself. It’s been 
an especially upsetting time. 
Don’t throw caution to the wind, 
but your self-confi dence will re-
turn to you today.
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1930 - U.S.A. -- Depression 
and Typhoid: Charlotte Dynn 
died in Milwaukee of typhoid 
fever and her family couldn’t 
afford to feed their ive re-
maining children, let alone 
pay for her funeral. However, 
during the Christmas season 
the funeral director, the cem-
etery’s executive, and a pastor 
all arranged a free funeral for 
Charlotte. 
1937 - China -- Rape of Nan-
king: Japanese forces capture 
the city of Nanking and Jap-
anese General Matsui Iwane 
orders the city of Nanking to 
be destroyed. Japanese troops 
launched a campaign of atroci-
ties against civilians. including 
the massacre of an estimated 
200,000 and the rape and mu-
tilation of at least 20,000 wom-
en and girls of all ages . 
1944 - France -- Allied 
Prisoners of War Freed: In 
Sarreguemines, France one 
thousand allied soldiers who 

had been German captives 
became free as the 39th divi-
sion stormed their prison. The 
liberated group included Rus-
sian, Polish, Italian, Serbian, 
and Yugoslavian soldiers who 
smiled at their new liberty. 
1995 - England -- Brixton 
Riots: Hundreds youths take 
to the streets at Brixton, in 
south London attacking po-
lice, ransacking shops and 
burning cars 
1996 - U.S.A. -- Ko i Annan: 
The U.N. Security Council 
chooses Ko i Annan of Ghana 
to be the United Nations sev-
enth secretary-general. 
2001 - India -- Parliament 
Attacked: Gunmen have bro-
ken through tight security to 
attack the parliament building 
in the Indian capital, New Del-
hi leaving At least 12 dead and 
22 injured . 
2001 - U.S.A. -- Osama bin 
Laden Video: The Pentagon re-
leased a captured videotape of 
Osama bin Laden in which the 
al-Qaida leader said the deaths 
and destruction achieved by 
the September 11th attacks 
exceeded his ‘’most optimistic’’ 
expectations.

THIS 
WEEK’S TOP 10 SONGS 

ON BILLBOARD HOT 100
1. Ed Sheeran Duet With 

Beyonce- Perfect

2. Post Malone featur-
ing 21 Savage- Rock-
star 

3. Camila Cabello fea-
turing Young Thug- 
Rockstar

4. Lil Pump- Gucci Gang

5. Imagine Dragons- 
Thunder

6. Sam Smith- Too Good 
At Goodbyes

7. G-Eazy featuring 
A$AP Rocky and Car-
di B- No Limit

8. Halsey- Bad At Love

9. Cardi B- Bodak Yel-
low [Money Moves]

10. Maroon 5 featuring 
SZA- What Lovers Do

It’s that time of year again — 
the holidays is coming and 

the inevitable stress of a New 
Year (that is, the hope that we 
will eat, work, date, live or just 
be better in 2018) is upon us, 
which can only mean we are 
knee-deep in awards season. 
Here we go.

Twitter is already riled up 
over the nominations, mostly the 
lack thereof for Jordan Peele’s 
Get Out (you’ll notice the box-of-
ice hit only received two nods) 

because what’s an awards show 
without a little outrage? The Hol-
lywood Foreign Press did show 
a whole lot of love for Guillermo 
del Toro’s The Shape of Water, 
alongside Steven Spielberg’s The 
Post, and Martin McDonagh’s 
Three Billboards Outside Ebb-
ing, Missouri which led the ilm 
nominations, while HBO’s Big 
Little Lies was honored with six 
nominations, with Reese Wither-
spoon and Nicole Kidman forced 
to face off again, while FX’s Feud: 
Bette and Joan garnered four. 
Issa Rae also received a shout-
out for her massively popular 
HBO series Insecure with a Best 
Actress nomination.

Seth Myers will host the 2018 
ceremony (which is still the most 
fun of them all considering at-
tendees are supplied alcohol) on 
Jan. 7. Check out the list of promi-
nent nominations below. 
BEST PICTURE  DRAMA:
• “Call Me by Your Name”
• “Dunkirk”

• “The Post”
• “The Shape of Water”
• “Three Billboards Outside 

Ebbing, Missouri”
BEST PICTURE  COMEDY OR 
MUSICAL: 
• “The Disaster Artist”
• “Get Out”
• “The Greatest Showman”
• “I, Tonya”
• “Lady Bird”
BEST PERFORMANCE BY AN 
ACTOR IN A MOTION PIC
TURE  DRAMA:
• Timothée Chalamet, “Call Me 

by Your Name”
• Daniel Day-Lewis, “Phantom 

Thread”
• Tom Hanks, “The Post”
• Gary Oldman, “Darkest Hour”
• Denzel Washington, “Roman 

J. Israel, Esq.”
BEST PERFORMANCE BY AN 
ACTRESS IN A MOTION PIC
TURE  DRAMA:
• Jessica Chastain, “Molly’s 

Game”
• Sally Hawkins, “The Shape of 

Water”

• Frances McDormand, “Three Bill-
boards Outside Ebbing, Missouri”

• Meryl Streep, “The Post”
• Michelle Williams, “All the 

Money in the World”
BEST PERFORMANCE BY AN 
ACTOR IN A MOTION PICTURE 

 MUSICAL OR COMEDY:
• Steve Carell, “Battle of the 

Sexes”
• Ansel Elgort, “Baby Driver”
• James Franco, “The Disaster 

Artist”
• Hugh Jackman, “The Greatest 

Showman”
• Daniel Kaluuya, “Get Out”
BEST PERFORMANCE BY AN 
ACTRESS IN A MOTION PIC
TURE  MUSICAL OR COMEDY: 
• Judi Dench, “Victoria & Abdul”
• Helen Mirren, “The Leisure 

Seeker”
• Margot Robbie, “I, Tonya”
• Saoirse Ronan, “Lady Bird”
• Emma Stone, “Battle of the 

Sexes”
BEST PERFORMANCE BY AN 
ACTOR IN A SUPPORTING 
ROLE IN A MOTION PICTURE:

• Willem Dafoe, “The Florida 
Project”

• Armie Hammer, “Call Me by 
Your Name”

• Richard Jenkins, “The Shape 
of Water”

• Christopher Plummer, “All 
the Money in the World”

• Sam Rockwell, “Three Billboards 
Outside Ebbing, Missouri”

BEST PERFORMANCE BY AN 
ACTRESS IN A SUPPORTING 
ROLE IN A MOTION PICTURE:
• Mary J. Blige, “Mudbound”
• Hong Chau, “Downsizing”
• Allison Janney, “I, Tonya”
• Laurie Metcalf, “Lady Bird”
• Octavia Spencer, “The Shape 

of Water”
BEST ANIMATED FILM:
• “The Boss Baby”
• “The Breadwinner”
• “Coco”
• “Ferdinand”
BEST DIRECTOR  MOTION 
PICTURE:
• Guillermo del Toro, “The 

Shape of Water”
• Martin McDonagh, “Three 

Billboards Outside Ebbing, 
Missouri”

• Christopher Nolan, 
“Dunkirk”

• Ridley Scott, “All The Money 
in the World”

• Steven Spielberg, “The Post”
BEST SCREENPLAY  MOTION 
PICTURE:
• Guillermo Del Toro, Vanessa 

Taylor, “The Shape of Water”
• Greta Gerwig, “Lady Bird”
• Liz Hannah, Josh Singer, 

“The Post”
• Martin McDonagh, “Three 

Billboards Outside Ebbing, 
Missouri”

• Aaron Sorkin, “Molly’s Game”
BEST ORIGINAL SCORE  MO
TION PICTURE:
• “Three Billboards Outside 

Ebbing, Missouri”
• “The Shape of Water”
• “Phantom Thread”
• “The Post”
• “Dunkirk”
BEST ORIGINAL SONG  MO
TION PICTURE
• “Home,” Ferdinand
• “Mighty River,” Mudbound
• “Remember Me,” Coco
• “The Star,” The Star
• “This Is Me,” The Greatest 

Showman
BEST TELEVISION SERIES  
DRAMA:
• “The Crown”
• “Game of Thrones”
• “The Handmaid’s Tale”
• “Stranger Things”
• “This is Us”
BEST TELEVISION SERIES  
COMEDY:
• “Black-ish”
• “The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel”
• “Master of None”
• “SMILF”
• “Will & Grace”
BEST TELEVISION LIMITED 
SERIES OR MOTION PICTURE 
MADE FOR TELEVISION:
• “Big Little Lies”
• “Fargo”
• “Feud: Bette and Joan”
• “The Sinner”

GOLDEN GLOBES 2017 NOMINATIONS


