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Singtam becomes third
ULB of Sikkim to be
declared ODF town

Mercury dips
to season’s
lowest in

Red Panda Winter Carnival to

many parts of
West Bengal

KOLKATA, JAN 4 (PTI): Dif-
ferent parts of West Bengal
today felt the chill as the
mecury dipped to the sea-
son’s lowest at a number of
places in the state.

Sriniketan  recorded
the day’s lowest tempera-
ture at 7.2 degrees Celsius,
the Met office said.

Kolkatans brought out
heavy woollens for the
first time this season with
the mercury dropping to
11.9 degrees Celsius.

The Met Department
has forecast night tem-
peratures of around 11
degrees Celsius for the
next five days in the me-
tropolis, as northerly
winds continue to sweep
the plains of the state.

Other places that re-
corded sub-10 degree tem-
peratures were Asansol (8.2
degrees Celsius), Bankura
(9.6 degrees Celsius), Bur-
dwan (8.9 degrees Celsius)
and Coochbehar (9.7 de-
grees Celsius).

The weatherman has
forecast fog or mist in some
parts of the state during the
morning and clear skies
during the day.

Kargil shivers
at -20C; flight,
train services hit

in north India

NEw DELH]J, JAN 4 (PTI):
Kargil, in the cold desert
of the Ladakh region, shiv-
ered at -20 degrees Cel-
sius, making it one of the
coldest places in north-
ern India, as dense fog in
Delhi delayed nearly 200
flights and forced cancel-
lation of another 11.

Elsewhere in the
Kashmir Valley, the min-
imum temperature re-
mained several degrees
below the freezing point.
A Met department official
in Srinagar said light rain
or snow at isolated plac-
es in Jammu and Kashmir
over the next 48 hours
may add to the discomfort
of the residents.

The minimum tem-
perature in Srinagar was
-3.9C.

Kashmir is under the
grip of Chillai-Kalan - a
40-day harshest period
of winter when snowfall
are frequent and the tem-
perature drops consider-
ably. It ends on January
31, but the cold wave con-
tinues even after that in
the Valley.

In Delhi, which expe-
rienced the coldest night
of the season at 5C, dense
fog curtailed visibility to
less than 50 metres early
morning today.

At least 92 trains
were running late, 44
were rescheduled and 19
cancelled in New Delhi, a
Railways official said.

Flights moving in and
out of the Indira Gand-
hi International Airport
were badly hit. At least
198 flights were delayed
and 11 cancelled, the air-

port officials said.
turn to pg03

showcase Sikkim at its best

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 04 JAN:

he Department of Tourism |e

and Civil Aviation, Govern-
ment of Sikkim organised a
press conference for the cele-
bration of Red Panda Winter
Carnival 2017 -18 at the confer-
ence hall of Tourist Information
Centre, MG Marg, today. The Car-
nival will be inaugurated on 08
Jan and closing ceremony willbe | ®

held on18 Jan.

The conference was chaired
by Tourism Minister, Ugen Gyat- | ®
so and attended by GMC Chair-
man, Ashis Rai, Mayor, Shakti |*®
Singh Choudhary, Special Sec-
retary, CP Dhakal and senior
officials of the concerned de- .
partment. Also present during .
the conference were director of
“Pahuna”, Paakhi Tyrewala and
Pragya Rathor who are also the
co-ordinators for the Red Panda

Winter Carnival event.

It was informed that the
Brand Ambassador for the up-
coming Sikkim Red Panda Win-
ter Carnival for 2017-18 will
be renowned singer and music

RED PANDA WINTER CARNIVAL - MUSICAL PERFORMANCES

e Laure [6 pm]

e Pushpan Pradhan and Rajan Raj | e
Shiwakoti [6:45 pm]

08 Jan 09 Jan
Kutumba Band [6:20 pm] e Abhaya and The Steam
Engines Band [6:45 pm]

10 Jan 11 Jan

e Nomads Band [6 pm]
Cobwebs Band [6:45 pm]

12 Jan

[5:30 pm]

Beatbox Collaboration by Zoni- .
mong & MC Eucalips Cameroon

Suresh Kumar and Almoda Rana
Upreti [6:30 pm]
Zephyrtonic Band [7 pm]

13 Jan
Mukti & Revival Band [7 pm]

14 Jan

Hemanth Rana [6:30 pm] .

15 Jan
Hemanth Rana [6 pm]

e  Gypsy Band [6:30 pm]
e IndiraJoshi [7 pm]

Mad Orange Fireworks, Banga- e  Still Waters Band, Gangtok
lore [7 pm] [7 pm]

16 Jan 17 Jan

e Prashit Rai [5:30 pm] e Mantra Band [7 pm]

composer, AR Rehman. Ms Tyre-
wala mentioned that AR Reh-
man is scheduled to arrive in

on 09 Jan.

Gangtok on 07 Jan and will leave

the Minister talked about
Sikkim being an all-round
tourist destination and
highlighted the progress
made by the state in the
field of tourism over the
past few years. He also
discussed at length about
the various activities to
be undertaken during the
carnival.

He also informed
about the importance of
conducting such events
and bringing in ways to
further boost tourism in
the state.

“Tourism is the only
future as through tourism
Sikkim has managed to be
visible in the national and
international arena. It is
a golden era for Sikkim in
terms of growth and devel-
opment and it would be a
bigloss if we do not capital-
ize on this,” said Mr Gyatso.

He urged every indi-
vidual and the press to
participate in the event

actively and to be the mouth-

While addressing the media,

turn to pg02

College students to guide children
in month-long education camp

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 04 JAN:

Sikkim Youth Feder-
ation kicked off its
month long education
programme called ‘Guid-
ing Juniors’ at 40 dif-
ferent Gram Panchayat
Units of the State from
today, a press release
from SYF presiden, Arun

Tamang informs.

The release further
informs that 150 college
and university students

have volunteered to
participate in the pro-
gramme to teach and
guide kids at different
GPUs of Sikkim.

The volunteers left
for their designated GPUs
on 03 Jan after attending

a daylong counseling
programme about the ed-
ucation camp held at Jan-
ta Bhawan in the capital.

The month long ed-
ucation camp is being
held to inculcate study-
ing habits in children
with classes, lessons and

career counseling. The
camp will also focus on
spreading awareness to
the people about vari-
ous schemes and pro-
grammes initiated by the
state government under
the Right to Education
Act, reads the release.

The volunteers are
directed to teach English
Grammar and its basics,
Mathematics among
many other topics like
Sikkim Tourism, person-
ality development, over-
all hygiene etc.

YOGEN THATAL
SINGTAM, 04 JAN:
As per the inspection
carried out recently
by the Quality Council of
India under Ministry of
Drinking Water and San-
itation Department, Gov-
ernment of India, Sing-
tam has been declared
an Open Defecation Free
town by the Ministry.

Singtam in East Sikkim
is now the third Urban Lo-
cal Body in Sikkim along
with Mangan and Gangtok
to receive the ODF status
from the Ministry.

“It is a huge achieve-
ment for Singtam to gain
the ODF status. We want
to thank all the authori-
ties and people who have
worked hard for Singtam
to be clean and achieve
the ODF status,” said Mu-
nicipal Executive Officer,
Himmat Rai.

Sikkim still has four
ULBs which are yet to
be verified by the Minis-

try. As of now, Singtam,
Gangtok and Mangan are
the only ULBs to be given
ODF town status by the
Ministry.

The Centre awards
the ODF certificates to
cities based on third-par-
ty recommendation. This
third party, the Quality
Council of India, had con-
ducted its inspection last
week.

However, the ODF tag
is not permanent and is
subject to recertification
after a six-month period.
This is done to ensure
that there is no slackness
in hygiene and clean-
liness once the tag has
been awarded.

Interestingly, Sikkim
had earned the distinc-
tion of becoming India’s
first Open Defecation
Free State way back in
December 2008, long be-
fore the much publicized
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan
was launched in 2014.

Efforts on to connect
NE capitals with tracks
by 2020: Minister

NEw DELHI, JAN 4 (PTI):
Efforts are on to connect
all state capitals in the
Northeast with double
track railway lines by
2020, the Minister for
Development of North
Eastern Region (DoNER),
Jitendra Singh, told the
Rajya Sabha today.

Replying to questions,
he said the government
was seeking to develop
the northeastern states
by creating infrastructure
and entrepreneurship fa-
cilities in the region.

Singh said rail con-
nectivity between Aiza-
wl and Imphal would be
in place by 2020 when
a double gauge track
would be laid.

He, however, said work
on setting up a railway sta-
tion in Shillong had been
stalled because of local
protests and expressed
the hope the issue would
be resolved soon.

“In the next one year,

we will have a double
gauge rail track in all
the states except, per-
haps, Sikkim, because of
topographic  reasons...
All state capitals in the
northeast will be con-
nected with double track
railway lines,” he said.

Work on the double
track in Imphal had start-
ed and would be com-
plete by 2019, he said.

“A total sum of Rs
5,606 crore has been ear-
marked for it along with
15 new rail lines and six
double track projects,” he
told members in the Up-
per House.

Singh said Guwahati,
Itanagar and Agartala al-
ready had double tracks,
while Imphal would be dou-
ble-tracked by next year.

Imphal and Aizawl
would be connected by
2020, he said.

The minister also said

the government was giv-
turn to pg02

Dhoni back with CSK, MI retains Rohit, Virat stays with RCB

NIKHIL BAPAT/SS RAMASWAMY
MuMBAJ, JAN 4 (PTI):
Mahendra Singh Dhoni was back
at his ‘spiritual home’ Chennai
Super Kings while Royal Challengers
Bengaluru retained India captain
Virat Kohli during the much- publi-
cised yet predictable Indian Premier
League retentions here this evening.

Mumbai Indians had the league’s
most successful captain Rohit Shar-
ma back in their stable as most of
the retentions happened on expect-
ed lines.

Current Australia skipper Steve
Smith was Rajasthan Royals’ only pick
while his deputy David Warner re-
mains with Sunrisers Hyderabad along
with pacer Bhuvneshwar Kumar.

“It was a great opportunity to re-
tain some players. We want to pick
impact players who can take team

forward. Warner and Bhuvaneshwar
are impact players and impact is the
right word for SRH,” team Mentor
VVS Laxman said after the retention
process got over.

One of the notable names not
to be retained is long-time Kolkata
Knight Riders skipper Gautam Gam-
bhir, who is now back in the auction
pool with West Indians Sunil Narine
and Andre Russell being the Shah
Rukh Khan co-owned franchise’s
two picks.

Kings XI Punjab had left-arm
spinner Axar Patel in their ranks
while South African Chris Mor-
ris, young guns Rishabh Pant and
Shreyas lyer are back with Delhi
Daredevils.

DD CEO Hemant Dua said:"Ricky
Ponting has been appointed as head
coach and we are going with the idea

of having continuity. We have re-
tained two youngsters and the whole
team will be built around them. Chris
Morris is a top all-rounder”

The franchises that has gone for
full three retentions are CSK, Mumbai
Indians, Delhi Daredevils and RCB.

For Mumbai Indians, Hardik Pan-
dya and Jasprit Bumrah are second
and third retentions.

“Rohit and MI are synonymous
while Hardik and Bumrah are special
for us. We are happy that we were able
to retain some players. Hardik and
Bumrah are pillars of our franchise,”
MI supremo Akash Ambani said.

CSK have retained their power-
house performers Ravindra Jadeja
and Suresh Raina as their second
and third choice respectively.

AB de Villiers is RCB’s second
retention while they have kept un-

capped Sarfaraz Khan for Rs 3 crore
while putting Chris Gayle back in the
auction pool.

RCB team director Amrit Thomas
said:"Virat and AB retain themselves.
In Sarfaraz, we wanted to invest in
youth as he is a phenomenal player.”

The purse that one spends for
retention of three capped players is
Rs 15 crore for Player 1, Rs 11 crore
for Player 2 and Rs 7 crore for Player
3 while for two retentions -- it's Rs
12.5 crore for Player 1 and Rs 8.5
crore for player 2.

However for Virat Kohli, the re-
tention was Rs 17 crore, which in-
cidentally is his league fee. A single
player retention had a deduction of
Rs 12.5 crore.

RETENTIONS
Total Purse: Rs 80 crore
Mumbai Indians: Rohit Shar-

ma, Hardik Pandya, Jasprit Bumrah.
Purse Remaining: Rs 47 crore

Delhi Daredevils: Chris Morris,
Rishabh Pant and Shreyas lyer. Purse
Remaining: Rs 47 crore

Royal Challengers Bangalore:
Virat Kohli, AB de Villiers, Sarafaraz
Khan. Purse Remaining: Rs 49 crore

Chennai Super KIngs: MS Dhoni,
Suresh Raina, Ravindra Jadeja. Purse
Remaining: Rs 47 crore

Rajasthan Royals: Steven Smith.
Purse Remaining: Rs 67.5 core

Kings XI Punjab: Axar Patel.
Purse Remaining: Rs 67.5 crore.

Kolkata Knight Riders: Sunil Na-
rine and Andre Russell.

Purse Remaining: Rs 67.5 crore

Sunrisers Hyderabad: David
Warner, Bhuvneshwar Kumar

Purse Remaining: Rs 67.5 crore.
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Will end SDF rule in 2019, says Sikkim Cong

REBYNA RANA
GANGTOK, 04 JAN:
“WE WILL NOT TOLER-
ate any discrimination
against the common
people by either Bhara-
tiya Janata Party or Sik-
kim Democratic Front.
We will speak for our
neighbor’s wellbeing
[Darjeeling] if they need
our help,” said Sikkim
Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee president, Bharat
Basnet while addressing
the media today at the
SPCC office in 05th Mile.
“Since Sikkim is a
peaceful State we want to
work towards maintain-
ing that peace,” he added.
Citing the example
of the recent Assem-
bly elections in Gujarat

where incumbent Bhara-
tiya Janata Party won

with a reduced majority,
following losses to the

Rahul mocks govt over ‘Make
in India’ initiative

New DELHI, JAN 4 (PTI): Congress
President Rahul Gandhi today used fig-
ures of declining investments to taunt
the Modi government over its ‘Make in
India’ initiative, terming the numbers
an update on the “Fake in India pro-

gramme”.

“Guys a quick update on the Fake in
India program,” he tweeted, using the
hashtag “#FakeinIndia” with it.

He also tagged a news report with
his tweet that claimed fresh invest-
ments in India plunged to a 13-year low

as the number of stalled projects rose
in the December quarter.

The news report quoting the proj-
ect-tracking database of the Centre for
Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE)
claimed new project announcements

by Indian companies touched a 13-year

quarter.

low at Rs 77,000 crore in the December

Gandhi has been taking swipe at the
government and Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi with his one-liners in the
recent past.

(2) Other requisites:

Printing & Stationery Department
Government of Sikkim
Tadong, Gangtok, Sikkim

RE-ADVERTISEMENT OF EMPLOYMENT NOTICE

Applications are invited from the local eligible Schedule Tribe (Limboo/Tamang)
Women candidate for filling up of 01 (one) post of Driver in the Pay Band 1 of
Rs. 5200-20200+GP 2400 through Direct Recruitment in the Printing and Sta-
tionery Department, Government of Sikkim, Gangtok.

However, during the period of Probation/Apprenticeship/Training, pay shall be
governed by Notification No.489/GEN/DOP dated: 31.01.2011.

01. ELIGIBILITY CONDITIONS FOR THE POST OF DRIVER:

(1) Minimum Educational Qualification: Class VIII Passed from a recognized
board. However, the School certificate should contain
the date of birth of the applicant.

(a) the applicant should posses a valid Driving License
for Light Motor Vehicle (T/NT) category of vehicle issued
by the Motor Vehicle Division of Transport Department as
specified in the Central Motor Vehicle Act.1988.

(b). Candidate must be in possession of Sikkim Subject
Certificate or Certificate of Identification (COI).

(c) Should have valid Local Employment Card.

(d) Should be in possession of Caste Category Certificate.
(e) No objection Certificate from the Appointing Authority/
Head of Department in case of employed candidates (s).

(3) Age: Should have attained the age of 18 yrs, but should not
have exceeded 40 (forty) years of age as on 30.11.2017
vide Not. No. M (3) (55)/GEN/DOP/PT-IIl dated:
03/07/2017.

(4) Reservation

Category Roster Point(s) No. of post

(Limboo/Tamang)

Scheduled Tribe (Women) |21

01

)  PART-A

engine.

PART-B

TOTAL MARKS

Dt: 4/1/2018

R.O No: 484/IPR/PUB/classi/17-18

5. Knowledge of Traffic signal and rules.

1) Letter writing (two types) =10 Marks
2) General Knowledge (National Importance) =10 Marks

=100 (one hundred)

NOTE: In case of non-availability of female candidate under the reserved cat-
egory as mentioned in the ‘Employment Notice’ the vacancy will be carried
forward to the male candidate of same category.

02. THE FOLLOWING IS THE SYLLABUS FOR RECRUITMENT TO THE
POST OF DRIVER UDNER PRINTING & STATIONARY DEPARTMENT.

=80 Marks
1. Daily routine and check up the vehicle before starting Engine.

2. Should have the Knowledge of the various components and important As-
semblies of Engine/Gearbox etc.
3. Daily writing of Vehicle log book.
4. Should have the knowledge to differentiate between petrol and diesel

a) Persons interested to apply for the post should submit their applica-
tions in the prescribed form, which is obtainable from the office of the
Printing and Stationary Department on all working days between 11
am to 3 pm w.e.f 15/01/17 to 27/01/17 on production of Bank Receipt
of Rs.100/- (Rupees one hundred) only which should be credited to
the Head’ 0058-200 other receipt’. The amount so deposited shall not
be refunded or adjusted against any other purpose.

b) Applications complete in all respects should reach the Office of the
Under Secretary (Adm), Printing and Stationary Department on or be-
fore 27/01/17 by 3 p.m. No application thereafter shall be accepted.
Incomplete application shall summarily be rejected.

c) Date and Venue of written examination will be intimated in due course
through local news papers and will also be displayed on the notice
board of the department.

d) No TA/DA is admissible for attending the exams/interview.

Sd/-
Secretary

Printing & Stationary Department

opposition Indian Na-
tional Congress, Mr Bas-

net said that the people
are now aware about BJP
playing with their ‘rights
and sentiments’.

Mr Basnet further said
that he does not find any
wrongs in pointing out
that the State BJP and SDF
parties are ‘discriminating
the people by not working
for the people but only for
their own interest’.

The SPCC president
went on to say that the
party is working with
likeminded people in
bringing down the SDF
led government in the
next Assembly election
in 2019.

Talking about the
Gorkhaland movement
where several people
lost their lives, Mr Basnet

said that SPCC feels ‘ex-
tremely sad’ about it.

He then criticized
the Sikkim Government
and the BJP led Central
Government for staying
silent on the matter and
not sanctioning any-
thing for the welfare of
Gorkhalis.

Mr Basnet said that a
team from SPCC is sched-
uled to visit its main
headquarters in Delhi to
place various issues of
Sikkim in front of the na-
tional party heads.

He said that the party
will also talk about the
Gorkhaland issue during
their visit. The team is
scheduled to leave for
Delhi in the second week
of January.

In certain pockets, 90% people left
out of NRC draft: Assam Cong

GUWAHATI, JAN 4 (PTI):
The Assam Congress to-
day alleged that 90 per
cent of people belonging
to religious and linguis-
tic minorities in certain
pockets of 13 districts of
the state have been left
out in the first draft of
the National Register of
Citizens and demanded
an inquiry into it.

Verification has not
been done properly in
208 NRC Seva Kendras of
13 districts and as a re-
sult the names of only 10
per cent of population of
those areas appeared in
the NRC, APCC president
Ripun Bora alleged.

NRC Seva Kendras are
help desks set up for spe-
cificareas in each district to
assist the people in search-
ing documents related to
citizenship and to receive
NRC application forms.

“It reveals that reli-
gious and linguistic mi-
norities are predominant
in these 13 districts and
this very slow progress
of verification and updat-
ing was not traced at the
regular monitoring sys-
tem,” Bora wrote to the
Registrar General of India,
which is updating the NRC.

“Therefore, | demand
an inquiry into this mat-
ter;” Bora, a Rajya Sabha,
said in the letter.

Though verification
of the remaining appli-
cations would be taken
up in the second phase,
it is still a matter of seri-
ous concern that in those
Seva Kendras of 13 dis-
tricts, names of 90 per
cent people have been
left out, he said.

The districts he men-
tioned are: Darrang,
Morigaon, Nagaon, Goal-

para, Dhubri, Cachar,
Kaimgnaj, Hailakan-
di, Kokrajhar, Barpeta,
Mankachar, Nalbari and
Bongaigaon.

Bora demanded that
a complete and foolproof
verification of all the re-
maining applications be
taken up and the final
copy published soon.

He assured the Regis-
trar General full cooper-
ation of the Congress in
preparing an error-free
NRC by incorporating the
names of all Indian citi-
zens living in Assam.

The NRC of 1951 is
being updated in Assam
under the supervision
of the Supreme Court
to identify original resi-
dents of the state in order
to checkillegal migration.

Its first draft was
published on December
31 midnight.

Red Panda Winter Carnival to
showcase Sikkim at its best

contd from pg01

piece to promote Sikkim.
He also added that the
10-day long carnival will
be followed by series of
tourism festivals and ac-
tivities throughout the
State.

While addressing the
press, Ms Tyrewala said
that the main aim of such
an event is to make Sik-
kim known worldwide.
She congratulated the
state government for
hosting such a grand car-
nival and wished for its
success.

The conference high-

lighted the various pro-
grammes and activities
to be undertaken during
the event. The major at-
tractions of the festival
this year is the Carnival
Parade, Eco-adventure
sports, live performance
of various artists of India
and Nepal, cultural, mu-
sical, organic products
exhibition and sale, Rid-
ers Meet, traditional food
fest, Fashion Show, Beat
contest, art & photo exhi-
bitions, etc.

The Sikkim Red Pan-
da Winter Carnival is the
biggest tourism festival

of the state and aims at
promoting communal
harmony and ‘Unity in
Diversity’, whereby all
the ethnic communities
of Sikkim come togeth-
er to celebrate life and
culture.

The festival will
showcase Sikkim’s rich
and diverse culture,
traditions, customs,
cuisines, bio-diversity,
folk music, history and
lifestyle and a mélange
of cultural and tradi-
tional displays under
one roof.

Assam police registers
FIR against Mamata
for NRC remarks

GUWAHAT], JAN 4 (PTI):
The Assam Police today
registered an FIR against
West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee
following multiple com-
plaints alleging she made
inflammatory speech
over the updating of the
National Register of Citi-
zens (NRC) in the north-
eastern state.

Banerjee had in a
meeting at Ahmedpur in
West Bengal yesterday
accused the BJP-led gov-
ernment at the Centre of
“hatching a conspiracy”
to drive out Bengalis from
Assam by “excluding”
their names from the first
draft of the NRC, which
was published on the
midnight of December 31.

“I warn the BJP gov-
ernment at the Centre not
to play with fire... Thisis a
conspiracy of the Centre
to drive out around 1.80
crore people from the
state,” she had said.

Deputy Commissioner
(Central) of Guwahati Po-
lice Ranjan Bhuyan told
PTI, “Latasil police station
received a complaint re-
garding an alleged speech
of the West Bengal Chief
Minister. We have regis-
tered the complaint and
will carry out the investi-
gation as per law.”

The complaint was
filed by Gauhati High Court
advocate Tailendra Nath
Das and the police have
registered an FIR under
Section 153(A) of the Indi-
an Penal Code, he added.

The section per-
tains to promoting en-
mity among groups on
grounds of religion, race,
place of birth, residence,
language and doing acts
prejudicial to mainte-
nance of harmony.

Das also accused Ba-
nerjee of contempt of the
apex court as the update
of the NRC is being done
under the direct the su-
pervision of the Supreme
Court.

A similar complaint
was filed by another
person and it would be
merged with the regis-
tered FIR, the police said.

Yet another com-
plaint was filed at the
Dispur police station in
the city by Krishak Shra-
mik Unnayan Parishad
President Pradeep Kali-
ta alleging that the Chief
Minister was spreading
enmity between people
through her speech.

“We have received
the complaint at Dispur,
but have not registered a
case as yet..The police are
looking into the matter
before registering a case
as the place of occurrence
is outside the state,” Dep-
uty Commissioner(East)

of  Guwahati Police
Mohneesh Mishra said.
Numerous groups

staged protests across
Assam today condemn-
ing her statement.

At several places, in-
cluding in Tinsukia and
Biswanath, Banerjee’s ef-
figies were burnt.

Efforts on to connect
NE capitals with tracks

by 2020:

contd from pg01
ing a boost to the indus-
trial sector in the region.
Singh told the House
the earlier government’s
North East Industrial
Promotion Policy was
not being discontinued.
“There was some
thinking going on. We en-
gaged ourselves with the
Ministry of Commerce.
We had some constraints
of financial resources but
it is continuing,” he said.
He also said in order
to promote entrepre-
neurship, the NDA Gov-
ernment had broughtin a
Startup India programme
which was “unique” be-
cause it had a provision
for a tax holiday, among
other features.
“The Ministry of Do-

Minister
NER has added one more

feature -- that of a ven-
ture capital fund, which
means any youngster
who wishes to try his
fortune in the Northeast
and set up an entrepre-
neurship there would be
given a fund for which
we have already depos-
ited Rs 1,000 crore with
the NEDFi, which is the
banking authority there,”
he said.

The minister pointed
out out that though Shill-
ong was the original cap-
ital of erstwhile Assam,
it was still to have a full-

fledged airport.
He disclosed that the
government had ear-

marked Rs 5,500 crore
for roads in the entire re-
gion, including Mizoram.

Lalu’s cracker! It’s too cold in jail;
judge asks him to play tabla

RANCH]J, JAN 4 (PTI): Even in the
midst of proceedings to decide
the quantum of sentence in a
fodder scam involving R]D chief
Lalu Prasad, the leader did not
miss to crack a funny when he
told the judge that “it was very
cold in jail” to which the judge
replied play ‘tabla’.

A special court earlier de-
ferred the sentencing of Prasad
in the fodder scam case till to-
morrow when it is likely to de-
cide whether to pronounce the
quantum of punishment over
video conference or in court.

Prasad, known for his funny
liners, said in the court, “It is
very cold here (in jail)".

CBI Special Court Judge Shiv
Pal Singh, hearing the csae, was
quick to reply, “Then, play tabla
(musical instrument)”.

During the course of pro-
ceedings in the packed court
room, the judge told Prasad that
he had read the latter’s record
and had vigilance remained

tight, such a thing (fodder scam)
would not have happened.

The judge further comment-
ed that the R]D chief did not act
promptly on which Prasad in his
characteristic style said “I am
also an advocate.”

Prasad is an LLB from Patna
University.

The judge also informed
Prasad about the contempt no-
tices to R]JD leader Raghuvansh
Prasad Singh, Prasad’s son and
former Bihar deputy chief min-

ister Tejaswi Yadav, Congress
leader Manish Tiwari and RJD
leader Shivanand Tiwari.

On this, the RJD chief re-
quested him to drop the notices.

Before being taken away
from the court room, Prasad
urged the judge to think with a
“cool mind”.

When the judge said he could
opt for video conferencing for
hearing on arguments on the
quantum of sentence tomorrow,
Prasad requested for personal

appearance. The judge said he
would decide tomorrow about it.

The fodder scam relates to
fraudulent withdrawal of Rs
89.27 lakh from Deoghar trea-
sury 21 years ago.

While the sentencing of Prasad
was deferred for tomorrow, the ar-
guments on quantum of sentence
of IAS officer Beck Julius, political
leader Jagdish Sharma, former
treasury officer Krishna Kumar
Prasad, fodder transporter/suppli-
ers Gopinath Das and Jyoti Kumar
Jha, ended today.

On a plea by three former IAS
officers---Beck Julius, Phoolchand
Singh and Mahesh Prasad----the
court directed to lodge them in
the higher division of Birsa Mun-
da jail where RJD supremo Lalu
Prasad Yadav is given.

In all, 16 persons along with
Yadav were convicted in the case
on December 23 while six oth-
ers, including former Bihar chief
minister Jagannath Mishra, were
acquitted in the case.
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Rajya Sainik Board urges youth to attend
army recruitment rally in Feb

kimese youths have joined

Gangtok on
Friday,
05 Jan
Temp: 16°C /01°C
Forecast: Mostly

cloudy and cold; an

evening shower in SUMMIT REPORT

the new recruits here at TNA  come forward for registering with the new recruits from do-China border.

spots followed by GANGTOK, 04 JAN: the Indian army which is 400 Ground, Gangtok after hav- themselves for Army Nursing Sikkim as they have to reach Sikkim government has
alittle rain late. ikkim Rajya Sainik Board times higher than the total ing brief interaction with the trade. their respective training in- appealed for enhancement of
Sunrise: 06:26 AM has appealed to Sikkimese recruitments done since the youth. Online registration has stitutes before 15th of this the Sikkim Battalion several

times and the issue is under
active consideration of Minis-

youth to join the Indian army establishment of the Sainik
since the recruitment ral- Board in Sikkim upto 2011.
ly will be held from 19 to 23 He informed that the

He said that all the eligible
students or youth who have
attended the age of 17 1/2

already begun and eligible
candidates can register them-
selves through online process

month. On 07 Jan these 109
recruits will be taken to Sili-
guri and on 09 Jan they will try of Defence, it is learnt.

Sunset: 4:55 PM

SMIT professor,
Shabbiruddin,
to be awarded
PhD degree

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 04 JAN:

habbiruddin has suc-

cessfully defended his
PhD titled “An Explorato-
ry Analysis of Planning
and Operation for Power
Distribution System” on
29 Dec at Sikkim Manipal
Institute of Technology
[SMIT], Majitar and has
been recommended for
award of Doctor of Phi-
losophy degree by the
Board of Examiners of
Sikkim Manipal Universi-
ty [SMU].

An SMU press release
informs that Mr Shabb-
iruddin is a faculty mem-
ber of the Department of
Electrical and Electronics
Department at SMIT. He
worked under the super-
vision of Associate Di-
rector [SMIT], Dr Karma
Sonam Sherpa, Principal,
Jalpaiguri  Government
Engineering College, Am-
itava Ray and Dean Aca-
demics, Indus University,
Ahmadabad, Dr Sandeep
Chakravorty.

Mr Shabbiruddin
graduated with a Bach-
elor of Technology de-
gree from Visvesvaraya
Technological University,
Karnataka in 2009 after
which he completed his
Masters in Technology
from Sikkim University
in 2011.

Mr Shabbiruddin will
be awarded with the
Doctor of Philosophy de-
gree during the next Con-
vocation of Sikkim Mani-
pal University (SMU).

Mr Shabbiruddin’s re-
search deals with the de-
velopment of models and
techniques for planning
and operation of power
distribution system, the
release adds.

Feb at Paljor Stadium, here at
Gangtok.

Member Secretary of the
Board, D N Bhutia, informed
the media that in the last five
years, more than 2800 Sik-

board has decided to flag off
the newly recruited 109 army
personnel for training in dif-
ferent training stations across
the country. Chief Minister
Pawan Chamling will flag off

years to 21 years and have
passed class X are eligible
for soldier grade and those
who have passed class XII
with Physics, Chemistry and
Maths or BSc with Bio must

or contact the nearby Zilla
Sainik Board with complete
documents for assistance.

He informed that the Chief
Minister has expressed his
desire to have an interaction

have to report to the Army Mr. Bhutia expressed
cantonment for registration. that this time more than

Sikkim has witnessed 1300 7000 youths may come for
enbloc recruitment as Sikkim recruitment rally as com-
Scouts Battalion in 2013 and pared to more than 5200
is presently deployed atthe In-  youths last time.

GMC launches Swachh
Survekshan 2018

SAGAR CHHETRI
GANGTOK, 04 JAN:
Gangtok Municipal Corporation has
appealed to the people of Gangtok
to extend full support to the pan India
Swachh Survekshan 2018 to keep Gang-
tok on the top in terms of cleanliness.
The month-long nation-wide Swachh
Survekshan has started today and will
end on 04 Feb with results to be an-
nounced in March.

GMC Mayor, Shakti Singh Choud-
hary launched the Swachh Survekshan
2018 here today in the presence of
GMC Chairman, Ashis Rai, GMC Com-
missioner, Tshewang Gyaccho, Deputy
Commissioner, Sonam Chopel and oth-
er officials.

GMC will be taking part in the rank-
ing competition of 4041 cities and
towns from all over India. The ranking
will be conducted from the month of
January to February, it was informed.

While launching the Swachh Sur-
vekshan 2018, Mayor, Mr. Choudhary
asked every individual of Gangtok and
other surrounding areas (under GMC)

to use Swachhata App to make Gangtok
No.1 for Swachh Survekshan 2018.

“This Swachhta App is to make people
aware of the fact that the GMC is in the
cleanliness survey ranking competition
and the role of the Gangtokians is im-
portant to clinch the no.1 rank of Swachh
Survekshan 2018, Last time we stood first
among Northeastern states and 50th in all
India ranking. The Gangtok residents can
use the app to alert GMC about the flaws in
waste collection under GMC which would
be resolved on time,” he said.

He informed that the Ministry has
appointed an independent agency to
carry out the survey and would talk di-
rectly to the people. He added that the
survey will be conducted on the basis of
segregation of waste, waste treatment
plants, GPS-enabled trucks and peo-
ple’s participation.

The GMC Chairman also appealed to
the people to download Swachhta App and
to highlight the issues of their concerned
area. He also stressed upon the need of
collective participation of all stakeholders
to keep the city neat and clean.

Kargil shivers at -20C; flight, train services hit in north

Governor releases ASSCWA calendar

SUMMIT REPORT

GANGTOK, 04 JAN:

Governor Shriniwas Patil today
released the year 2018 calendar

published by the All Sikkim Scheduled

Caste Welfare Association here at Raj

Bhavan, a press release informs.

Khawas along with ASSCWA advi-
sor, Neeru Sewa and other execu-
tive members of the association
were present on the occasion.

The Governor, in a brief inter-
action with the members, enquired
about the activities of the associa-

the welfare and empowerment of
the community through different
means and mediums.

Mr Khawas provided a brief in-
sight of the activities currently be-
ing undertaken by the association
for the upliftment of the communi-

contd from pg01
Himachal Pradesh
shivered under biting cold
wave as the mercury hov-
ered around the freezing
point at several places.
Bhuntar;, Solan and Una
experienced the coldest
night of the season with
mercury dropping to 0.4C,
0.5C and 1.4C respectively.
Water pipes froze
and burst at many plac-
es, while ground frost
occurred in other areas,
affecting vehicular traffic.
High-altitude tribal ar-
eas and mountain passes
groaned under arctic-like
conditions, with the mercu-
ry staying up to 21 degrees
below the freezing point.
Keylong, Kalpa and Mana-
li recorded a low of -9.4C,
-3.4C and -2.2C respectively.
The temperature in
Narnaul in Haryana and
Bathinda in Punjab set-

SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES

DERBY SUPER THURSDAY
Draw No:5 DrawDate 0n:04/01/18
15t Prize Rs.11 Lakhs/- E 83544
2nd Prize R5.9000/-
1177 2387 3706 5527 5978
[3rd Prize Rs.5000/-
0567 2199 3935 4358 7687

tled at 1.5C and 2.8C.

A thick fog enveloped
Chandigarh, where resi-
dents preferred to remain
indoors as the tempera-
ture dropped to 5.2C.

In Uttar Pradesh, sev-
eral parts recording a fall
in the day temperatures.
Muzaffarnagar  recorded
the lowest temperature at
34C, a MeT department
official said in Lucknow.
Dense to very dense fog oc-

curred at isolated places in
the northern state, he said.

Cold wave conditions
prevailed at most places
in Rajasthan as the north-
erly winds sweept the
state. Mount Abu, the only
hill station in the desert
state, was recorded the
coldest last night where
mercury touched the
freezing point. In plains,
Alwar was recorded the
coldest at 0.4C.

Anthyesthi Kriya

We are deeply over-
whelmed and indebted
to all our dear friends
and well wishers who
have been so supportive and forth
coming in our time of bereavement;
the sad demised of our beloved fa-
ther late, Nageshwar Singh who
left for his heavenly abode on 26 De-
cember. Once again in all humility
we request for your benign presence
in offering prayer for the departed

ASSCWA president, Shekhar

tion and urged them to work for

ty, reads the release.
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soul (the 13 day Anthyesthi Kriya)
vz 1000 scheduled to be held on 8 January
12262 3854 3870 3889 4821 5102 6315 6779 7325 7817 . . ON TOP OF
oz s 5001 at our residence at Singh Bhawan,
{128 13021604 1703 4301 521382308669 2545367 - -
e e Dikchu Bazar East Sikkim.

Family members:

Pantkaj Singh, Abbay Singh, Raj Singh,

Jath prize Rs.2000/-
1364 4376 7654 8696 9881
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10285 0343 0346 0365 0394 0408 0415 0433 0448 0497
10500 0530 0539 0541 0571 0580 0581 0589 0597 0606
10623 0629 0658 0674 06810740 0810 0845 0859 0878
10890 0906 0912 0928 0950 0962 1001 1003 1008 1009
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SUMMIT

TIMES
REPORTERS

NAMCHI

9832048410,
9775736596

SINGTAM

7699771651

MANGAN/ DIKCHU
9832612485/
9434011213

SILIGURI
9609066814

GANGTOK
8016270440,
9832082664,
9832424750,
8768664251
news@summit-
times.com

1094 1105 1156 1198 1257 1267 1283 1334 1336 1387
1439 1470 1480 1490 1541 1558 1565 1608 1642 1689
1761 1775 1802 1836 1858 1951 1983 1994 2016 2033
12036 2040 2055 2084 2120 2138 2146 2168 2179 2183
2187 2208 2219 2231 2261 2273 2302 2316 2326 2355
2377 2380 2384 2409 2414 2426 2431 2439 2455 2458
2463 2473 2475 2491 2511 2539 2541 2551 2554 2573
2587 2620 2656 2679 2686 2710 2725 2744 2763 2780
2785 2824 2833 2844 2845 2856 2868 2875 2883 2930

9733052560, 7797885264,7797582013

Pritam Singh, Amant Singh
Contact: 7407812240, 9593781730,

12031 2039 2951 2055 2963 2988 3039 3044 3053 3065

13084 3087 3122 3132 3146 3153 3156 3159 3160 3165
3166 3180 3185 3221 3235 3241 3262 3297 3305 3320
3406 3412 3420 3433 3434 3443 3446 3500 3518 3522
13526 3529 3541 3547 3556 3580 3587 3618 3621 3629
3683 3692 3702 3717 3720 3727 3793 3847 3864 3869
3894 3911 3916 3988 4019 4045 4083 4119 4157 4178
14190 4200 4216 4226 42314232 4238 4289 4330 4365
14378 4405 4410 4445 4484 4490 4523 4536 4552 4583
4617 4630 4648 4665 4712 4719 4733 4734 4751 4780
4782 4785 4812 4832 4855 4872 4880 4888 4894 4912
14952 4975 4977 5001 5039 5047 5060 5080 5084 5089
15095 5103 5126 5158 5169 5197 5206 5223 5360 5362
5405 5438 5446 5451 5465 5480 5506 5514 5549 5552
5557 5583 5592 5597 5604 5651 5653 5672 5679 5736
5805 5818 5825 5852 5877 5885 5909 5917 5910 5940
5948 5952 5964 5966 5988 5991 6008 6009 6018 6023
16033 6037 6038 6056 6075 6109 6110 6115 6148 6170
6188 6249 6253 6262 6265 6286 6301 6332 6392 6397
6468 6481 6504 6511 6521 6546 6548 6568 6581 6605
6623 6631 6643 6685 6703 6717 6725 6742 6782 6829
6837 6855 6956 7003 7025 7035 7045 7052 7063 7069
17118 7136 7143 7146 7193 7220 7231 7254 7286 7336
17345 7364 7394 7410 7438 7444 7457 7459 7467 7482
7438 7491 7506 7509 7511 7533 7544 7587 7610 7611
17614 7652 7674 7696 7733 7739 7766 7797 7803 7812
17844 7916 7961 7998 8013 8024 8083 8095 8122 8129
8145 8149 8175 8180 8191 8202 8279 8300 8313 8336
536 8366 8381 8387 8393 8409 8413 8438 8451 8458
8474 8495 8498 8500 8521 8564 8572 8595 8625 8630
8662 8731 8750 8751 8760 8765 8772 8790 8799 8821
8916 8970 8985 9055 9068 9074 8086 9122 9130 9149
19194 9205 9211 9235 9277 9296 9299 9308 9318 9324
19336 9362 9415 9416 9448 9455 9474 9485 9491 9501
0537 9543 9546 9567 9574 9575 9583 9594 9598 9812
9815 9827 9835 9890 9933 9959 9963 9966 9971 9978

Kutse Shegu

The 49 days Kutse Shegu of our beloved father,
Special DGP, Late Mr. T. Norbu, IPS (retd.), who
passed away on 24th November, 2017 falls on 11th
January 2018.

All our relatives, friends and well wishers are re-
quested to join us for offering prayers to the depart-
ed soul at our residence at Dallam/ Sombaria Kothi,
West Sikkim.

We offer our sincere gratitude towards those who
stood by us in the time of bereavement.

Tashi Choyzam (daughter) 8436000805

Rigzing Chopel & Sangay Tup-
den (sons) 9609860216

Sonam L. Kaleon (son-in-law)
Sonam Sarita & Tenzing

Pema (daughters-in-law)
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Sikkim loses D T Ao Memorial cup to Manipur,
utwins hearts and other honours
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New Resolution For
a New Year

At least allow space for collaborations
and more understanding

ccepted... Still talking about the prospects of a

New Year already a week in and by when even the
resolutions have started failing is a bit too much. But
then again, this is also an exercise which will not pres-
ent itself for another whole year, so here goes another
attempt.

There are rarely good years or bad years, the an-
nual cycle playing out in a mixed bag kind of routine.
In individual experiences, of course, years can be bril-
liant or disappointing, lucky or depressing, but when
it comes for a collective people, like say the residents
of Sikkim, the best one can hope for is a “normal” year
- one in which the dejections and shocks are balanced
out by a fair share of euphoric delights.

Year 2017, however, was a largely uneventful year
in that very little of lasting consequence happened in
it. In a way this was perhaps well prescribed since it
allowed Sikkim a pause from the frenetic stirring that
Elections 2014 had whipped up here. So, while align-
ments changed even as status quo prevailed, the ani-
mosities that 2014 entrenched, let’s accept it, did not
dwindle and holds firm and occasionally expresses
itself overtly. This is a rather new phenomenon for
an otherwise laidback Sikkim. The environment is
expected to get roiled in an election year even if the
challengers are uninspiring, and in 2014 the contest
had already been set up to be intense so the fireworks
were expected. But nothing could have prepared Sik-
kim for the scale of carnage that the campaign trail lit-
tered in its wake in Sikkim that election. Countless ve-
hicles were torched, an unfortunate number of homes
targeted, too many bodies bruised, and unforgivably,
two lives lost to political violence that year. Sikkim is
not new to political violence, but save the rare face-
to-face, it was mostly limited to sabre-rattling in the
form of an occasional effigy burning or a parked vehi-
cle getting torched in the dead of night. One thought
that Sikkim was too small a place and people too close-
ly connected/ related to allow for any “real” violence.
Election 2014 dispelled all such notions and brought
home the nightmare of hate, spite and violent hostili-
ty. Gangtok escaped with only secondhand experience
of the terror, but wide swathes of South and West dis-
tricts and parts of East Sikkim lived through traumat-
ic months. Investing in violence could thankfully not
be cashed in at the polling booths and when the votes
were counted, it became apparent that violence only
closed ranks instead of opening doors.

While violence ended with the elections, it had
clearly cemented an environment of general distrust,
disillusionment, paranoia and hostility. These emo-
tions marked the post-election months and years,
events through which have played out in a manner
and tone which suggest that the repairing remains a
work in progress. While there can be no justification
for violence of the campaign days, one can still ex-
plain it away to the pressures of political ambition.
The distrust which continues between groups and
in how people are engaging each other and how one
views institutions and initiatives is something which
should have been addressed better. It would have been
wonderful for Sikkim if suspicions were informed re-
sponses, but that is clearly not the case and most of the
distrust that permeates all sectors at present is born
from prejudice and individual bias.

Sikkim is too small a place to hold on to its grudg-
es for too long; its people should bury at least the ir-
rational dislikes that have been allowed to take root.
Such positions will serve no one any good. Once that
has been done, a wider awareness can be generated to
inculcate a healthy skepticism instead. Sikkim needs
to converse more; at present, those who have found
a voice, shout and shut out, it will be nice to see some
conversations going, some deliberations, disagree-
ments and a respect for divergent approaches and at-
titudes. For this process to begin, more civil voices will
need to engage in the public space which is currently
monopolized by political noise. Another election will
soon be upon Sikkim and it is important that a clear
enough message is conveyed that violence will no lon-
ger be tolerated as the language of politicking.

Let that be a New Resolution for a New Year.

Happy New Year, Sikkim!

How our minds construct the past, present and
future depends on our relationship with time

SARAH DUFFY
theconversation.com

ew Year has arrived, or have we arrived at New

Year? While both statements convey the same
idea, they are viewed from two different perspec-
tives on time.

On the one hand, we may think of events as
things that are on the move, heading towards us.
“Holidays are coming” is a classic example of the
“moving time” perspective. Time is seen as an un-
stoppable train, hurtling towards us from the fu-
ture and into the past.

On the other hand, we might imagine ourselves
as being on the move through time, as in: “We've
arrived at the moment of truth” - the “moving ego”
perspective. Here, time is seen as a path for us to
move along, into the future.

While these perspectives differ; they both see the
past lying behind us, the present as the place where
we are, and the future as ahead of us. But does our
perspective on time simply boil down to a matter of
preference or are other factors also at play?

FORWARDS OR BACKWARDS?
Although many languages across the globe picture
the future as in front of us and the past as behind
us, there are notable exceptions. The Yupno com-
munity of Papua New Guinea, for instance, point
downhill towards the mouth of the river when
talking about the past, and up the mountain to the
source of the river when discussing the future. An
expression like “a few years ago” (omoropmo bilak)
roughly translates as “down there other side year”.

In other languages, people’s perspectives on
time differ radically from the way they speak about
time. That is, there are “disassociations” between
the two. A case in point is Darija - a Moroccan dia-
lect of modern Arabic — where both the future and
the past can be seen as something that lies ahead
of us.

In one study, speakers of Darija completed a
number of time related tasks, such as matching
objects to boxes representing the future and the
past. Here, individuals were more likely to position
the future as behind the speaker and the past as in
front of them - opposite to the arrangement found
in the Arabic language.

One suggested reason for this is that compared
to many Europeans and Americans, Moroccans tend

to be more past focused. They place more value on
tradition, as well as more importance on older gen-
erations. In this way, people who focus on the past
devote more attention to it - as though past events
were objects that they could see with their eyes.

In other words, differences in perspectives on
time can be rooted in what we focus on. But does
our focus always remain the same or does it change
from time to time?

TEMPORAL MILESTONES
Temporal milestones, such as landmark birthdays,
the changing seasons, as well as new beginnings

.

can affect people’s mindsets - particularly their
perspectives on time.

For many, New Year provides an opportunity to
start afresh, to reset the clock, or to make resolu-
tions for the future. Google searches for gym visits,
as well as commitments to pursue goals - such as
learning something new or helping others - all in-
crease at the start of the year.

In this way, the arrival of New Year can interrupt
our attention from our day-to-day activities. The ef-
fectis that people are more likely to psychologically
distance their “current” self from their “past” self
- as they take a big picture view of their lives and
aspire towards their new, more positive self image.

FOR BETTER, FOR WORSE
Another culprit that affects people’s perspectives
on time is how they feel about an event in question.
When asked to imagine a negative event in the fu-

ture, like an examination, people are more likely to
think of it as approaching them. By contrast, posi-
tive events in the future, like weddings, are seen as
things that we actively move towards.

Of course, there are also personality related dif-
ferences in attitudes towards events in time. The
anticipation of lengthy social gatherings - such as
birthday parties or reunions - may sound more ap-
pealing to extroverts than introverts. In the words
of the introverted author Sophia Dembling:

“If parties were roller coasters, extroverts
would be the riders with their arms in the air, and

introverts would be the ones hanging on with a
white-knuckled grip”

Allin all, this paints a quite a complex picture of
time. Differences in perspectives emerge on every
level, from language and culture, to temporal mile-
stones and personal attitudes. And in this way, how
you see in the New Year might actually reveal more
about your frame of mind than you had realised.

So whether you've arrived at New Year or New
Year has arrived, whether it’s in front of you or be-
hind, whether you doffed your hat to it quietly from
the comforts of your own home or from a crowded
room - whatever your view, one thing’s for sure, it
happens regardless.

[the writer is Senior Lecturer in Languages and
Linguistics, Northumbria University, Newcastle]

A riotous, often ribald exploration of
feminism’s unfinished business

JULIE SHIELS
theconversation.com

What kind of feminist are you?
Unfinished Business is a riotous
and often ribald exhibition that offers
a multi-voiced interpretation of femi-
nism and the visual arts. It shows the
formative impact of feminism on con-
temporary art and provides a visual
framework to contemplate the con-
cerns of women since the 1970s.
Based on collaboration, the
project is feminist in approach and
conception as well as content. A
multi-generational and culturally di-
verse curatorial team (Paola Balla,
Max Delany, Julie Ewington, Annika
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WRITE US: Readers are invited to comment on,
criticise, run down, even appreciate if they like
something in this paper. Letters carrying abusive/
indecorous language and personal attacks, except
when against people responsible in this newspaper
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored. Letters
which carry forward a conversation or initiate a
dialogue will command immediate attention and
receive prominence.

Mail us at: letters@summittimes.com

Kristensen, Vikki McInnes and El-
vis Richardson) has brought specific
and distinct interests, knowledge and
agendas to the table. Decisions were
made through robust discussion and
dissension rather than consensus.

Unfinished Business does not
step the visitor through the artworks
chronologically. Instead, it promotes
a dialogue between histories, aesthet-
ics, interests and processes. Questions
located around identity, sexuality, the
body, the self, gender and racial ste-
reotypes interact with overtly political
campaigning on issues such as vio-
lence against women, childcare, dis-
crimination and equal pay.

Installations, painting, perfor-
mance, sculpture, video, digital works,
posters and independent publishing
jostle for space — a visual expression
of the fact that there is no one femi-
nism, just a plurality of overlapping
and intersecting perspectives.

This plurality is manifest in Kel-
ly Doley’s Things learnt about fem-
inism, which provides a humorous
and insightful primer to the many
types of feminism that the viewer will
encounter in the exhibition.

Employing socially engaged pro-
cesses, pioneered by poster collec-
tives in the 80s, Doley translated
what she learnt from interviewing
19 feminists into a Day-Glo wall of
wisdoms, homilies and histories. The
multi-panelled work, executed with a
signwriter’s flourish, shows the links
between activism and feminism.

Sarah Goffman’s I am with you ex-
tends the scope of a multivoiced art-
work. This archive of dissent reprises a
sample of women'’s responses to Don-
ald Trump’s inauguration as president.

The Women’s March on 21 Janu-
ary 2017 was the largest day of pro-
test in US history. Worldwide, it’s esti-
mated that around five million people
joined 600 rallies across 60 coun-
tries. I am with you articulates how
the multi-generational, multi-racial
expressions of outrage and despair at
Trump’s agenda turned into a unify-
ing experience of solidarity and hope.

Rather than sourcing images and
text from the street, Ruth O’ Leary
takes her art to the street in the form
of “fuck dresses” that register her re-
sistance to being sexualised. These
are activist statements in public spac-
es realised through dressmaking,
performance and photography.

Sandra Hill's Home-maker #9 is
located in a different kind of public
space — the highly feminised and
nostalgic setting of the suburban sa-
lon. This depiction of out-of-place-
ness shows the chasm of difference
that can exist between women.

Elizabeth Gower’s Portrait of
the artist as a young woman 1974-
2017 is simultaneously portraiture,
self-portraiture, documentation and
personal-political statement. This
diary of ageing deftly combines the
historical progression of Gower’s art-
work with the location of her exhibi-
tions in Australia and overseas and

the identity of the photographer who
recorded the moment. The archival
presentation and supplementary in-
formation emphasise that the artist
is the author of how her artwork and
her own image are presented.

By contrast, Linda Marrinon’s
self-deprecating portraits remind us
of less confident times where wom-
en constantly took the blame for
everybody else’s slips and mistakes.
The artist even apologises for her
own painting by scrubbing out imag-
es and inscribing the word “sorry” in
their place.

At the centre of the first gallery
at ACCA is a collaborative installa-
tion by acclaimed furniture designer
Mary Featherston and artist Emily
Floyd. This raised, circular structure
makes the space communal by offer-
ing a gathering place for dialogue and
exchange.

Combining the utilitarian with
the aesthetic, it suggests a kitchen
table, so often the site of conscious-
ness-raising and strategising, and
will serve as a platform for the exhi-
bition’s formal and informal events,
which include live performances by a
range of artists.

The ovoid shape form is reprised
throughout the show. With her 1967
Vag Dens paintings, Vivienne Binns
pioneered central core imagery as
a metaphor for women’s power and
liberation and brought women’s sex-
uality into the vernacular.

Frances (Budden) Phoenix ex-

tends this lead conceptually and
materially by introducing domestic
textile processes into the depiction of
female genitalia.

Fiona Foley’s elegant but trou-
bling Black Velvet, meanwhile, con-
fronts a racist vernacular that refers
to the late 19th-century expression
used by white men to describe Ab-
original women.

Sophie Takach’s bronze cast of the
empty space inside her vagina trans-
forms the negative to a positive and
upsets the Freudian view that women
are biologically inflicted with a “lack”
or absence.

On the opposing side of gender
symbolism, the only remotely thrust-
ing object in this show is a nine-metre
high book case stacked with a litany
of deplorable titles (Down Among
the Wild Men, The Sexual Life of Sav-
ages). Titled Racist texts 2014/17, it
reminds us of the sheer bulk and heft
of this legacy.

As Part of ACCA's ongoing series
of Big Picture exhibitions, Unfinished
Business identifies the polyphony of
feminist voices. It is both a validation
of the feminist contribution and an
invitation to contemplate its impact.

The show lays out key reference
points from the past and provides a
solid set of co-ordinates to guide cur-
rent and future artists, activists and
thinkers as they work out where this
unfinished business goes next.

[the writer is Lecturer - School
of Art, RMIT University]
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Govt monitoring Brahmaputra for abnormalities:
Sushma Swaraj assures in Rajya Sabha

New Delhi, Jan 5 (PTI): The
government continues to care-
fully monitor the flow of the
Brahmaputra river for early
detection of abnormalities and
to ensure that corrective and
preventive measures are taken,
External Affairs Minister Sush-

ma Swaraj said today.

Replying to a written ques-
tion in the Rajya Sabha on
whether construction of dams
by China on the tributaries of
the Brahmaputra has contam-
inated its waters, the minister
said the government has noted
the Chinese foreign ministry’s
statement denying such a link
and that it was caused by an
earthquake in the region and
was not a manmade incident.

She also said India intends
to “remain engaged with Chi-
na on the issue of trans-bor-
der rivers to safeguard our

institutionalised

lished in 2006".

er, Swaraj added.

interest, including through an
expert-level
mechanism which was estab-

“As a lower riparian state
with considerable established
user rights to the waters of the
trans-border rivers, the govern-
ment has consistently conveyed
its view and concerns to the
Chinese authorities, including
at the highest levels, and has
urged them to ensure that the
interests of downstream states
are not harmed by any activities
in upstream areas,” she said.

The minister said she also
took up the issue with the Chi-
nese foreign minister during his
recent visit here in December.

The Centre was in close co-
operation with various state
governments, which use the
waters of the Brahmaputra riv-

CBI books Meghalaya minister,
additi

—

NEw DELHI, JAN 4 (PTI):
The CBI has booked Me-
ghalaya’s PWD minister
Ampareen Lyngdoh and
state’s Additional Chief
Secretary PS Thangkh-
iew over alleged manip-
ulation of score sheets in
the recruitment of teach-
ers in 2008-09, an official
said today.

The CBI has acted on
the orders of Meghalaya
High Court, registering
the FIR under IPC sec-
tions related to criminal
conspiracy, forgery, crimi-
nal breach of trust against
Lyngdoh, who was the
education minister at
the time of the alleged
scam and Thangkhiew,
a 1984-batch IAS officer,
who was the then princi-
pal secretary education,

N ik

Thangkhiew is now
the additional chief sec-
retary looking after the
crucial home department.

The state is likely to
go for Assembly polls in
the first quarter this year.

The agency has also
made Directorate of Ele-
mentary and Mass Educa-
tion and unidentified per-
sons accused in the FIR.

Meghalaya High
Court had on November

to take over the investi-
gation registered by state
police relating to alleged
mass manipulation, tam-
pering in the score sheets
and interference in the
selection of assistant
teachers in lower prima-
ry schools in the state in
2008-09.

It is alleged that Lyn-
gdoh had instructed JD
Sangma, who was the
director, elementary and
mass education, at that
time and two of her sup-
porters to tamper and
forge the score sheets
by applying white fluid
to increase or decrease
marks of the candidates.

The complainant had
alleged that the minister
in collusion and conniv-
ance with other mem-

nal chief secretary

sembly carried out large
scale manipulation in the
selection process for the
appointment of assistant
teachers.

The High Court had
said it is clearly of the
view that this is a matter
that required thorough
and deep investigation by
an independent agency.

“.We are clearly of
the view that the state
police would not be the
proper agency to be en-
trusted with the investi-
gation, and for the req-
uisite investigation and
for bringing to book all
the persons responsible
in this scam, it is rather
imperative that investi-
gation in the FIR..to be
carried out by the CBI,” it
had said.

Robbers strike bank in Bihar,
loot nearly Rs 50 lakh

SAMASTIPUR  (BIHAR),
JAN 4 (PTI): Armed rob-
bers struck at a bank
here today, held the em-
ployees and customers at
gunpoint and decamped
with nearly Rs 50 lakh
kept in the cash box, po-
lice said.

The incident took
place at around 10.30
AM. when the motorcy-
cle-borne robbers, said
to be more than six in
number, struck at the
UCO Bank in the town’s
Gola Road area, the
bank’s manager Rakesh
Kumar Singh told PTI

over phone.
He said three of the
robbers entered the

bank building while the
remaining ones stood
outside to prevent entry
and exit. Those miscre-
ants who had entered the

and customers at gun-
point and grabbed the
keys of the cash box.

The security guard
had not reported for duty
by that time and only
“six to seven customers”
were inside the bank in
addition to other bank
staff, Singh said.

The robbers took out
Rs 48.49 lakh kept inside
the cash and decamped,
the bank manager said
adding that they had also
disconnected all CCTV
cameras upon entering
the bank.

Meanwhile,  Super-
intendent of Police, Sa-
mastipur, Deepak Ran-
jan said that police have
launched an investiga-
tion into the robbery and
footages of CCTV cameras
installed at nearby shops
were being examined to

Bengal governor
condemns agitation
at Kolkata college

KOLKATA, JAN 4 (PTI):
West Bengal Governor K
N Tripathi has condemned
the agitation at Cha-
ruchandra College here
over removal of a security
guard and said students
should not behave in a
way that deviates from the
tradition of showing re-
spect to their teachers.

Students should follow
decorum and what hap-
pened at the college was
unfortunate, the governor
said, when asked about
the alleged manhandling
of a teacher during the ag-
itation on Tuesday.

“Our culture and tra-
dition underscore that
students have to be re-
spectful to the teachers,”
Tripathi said on the side-
lines of a cultural pro-
gramme at a city hotel
yesterday.

A section of the stu-
dents had allegedly man-
handled a teacher and
a non-teaching staff of
the college on Tuesday
during an agitation at
principal’s office over re-
moval of a security guard
and inadequate safety
measures on campus.

The college authori-

ties had called for an in-
definite shutdown from
Wednesday following the
incident.

The shutdown was
withdrawn after Edu-
cation Minister Partha
Chatterjee  intervened
into the matter and said
college should not have
taken a unilateral deci-
sion without consulting
the Higher Education de-
partment on the matter.

Chatterjee said he
was neither in favour of
the gherao of the prin-
cipal’s office by the stu-
dents nor the subsequent
decision of the college
management to go for
indefinite closure of the
institution.

The students had on
Tuesday claimed that the
college authority played a
role in the removal of a se-
curity guard and demand-
ed enhanced security for
students, especially girls,
by restricting alleged en-
try of outsiders.

Principal S Ghosh
said the college had noth-
ing to do with the remov-
al of the security guard of
a private agency.

the CBI official said. 2, 2017, ordered the CBI  bers of the legislative As- bank held the employees identify the culprits.
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NEw DELH]I, JAN 4 (PTI):
Four IAS officers were
retired in public interest
for alleged non-perfor-
mance in the last three
years, Union minister Ji-
tendra Singh said today.

Rules allow the gov-
ernment to review ser-
vices of bureaucrats and
retire them in public in-
terest in case of non-per-
formance.

The Department of
Personnel and Training
has prematurely retired,
in public interest, four In-
dian Administrative Ser-
vice officers since 2014,
Singh said in a written

reply to the Rajya Sabha.
There are 36 dis-
ciplinary proceedings

against IAS officers, work-
ing under state and central
governments, currently in
progress at various stages,
the minister of state for
personnel added.

“In the past one year,
eight cases for prosecu-
tion sanction have been
granted by the central
government,” he said.

The central govern-
ment considers pro-
posals for sanction for
prosecution against IAS
officers for offences un-
der the Prevention of
Corruption Act, 1988.
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NEw DELHI, JAN 4 (PTI):
The Supreme Court to-
day agreed to examine a
plea of the CBI seeking a
clarification on the na-
ture of sanction needed
from a state government
for conducting any inqui-
ry or investigation into
an offence in the state.
The agency chal-
lenged a limited part of
the order of the Delhi
High Court passed in the
case of former Himach-
al Pradesh chief minis-
ter Virbhadra Singh on
March 31, 2017, in which
it had said that the con-
sent issue will be adjudi-
ciated by the trial court.
Abench of justices RK
Agrawal and A M Sapre is-
sued notice to the former
chief minister and sought
his reply in four weeks.
Additional  Solicitor
General P S Narasimha,
appearing for the Central
Bureau of Investigation,
said that the agency has
challenged only the lim-
ited issue of consent in
the high court verdict.
The high court had stated
that the matter be decid-
ed at the time of the trial.
The CBI has said that
section 6 of the Delhi Spe-
cial Police Establishment
(DSPE) Act, 1946, does not
talk about the nature of
consent and, therefore, it
needs a clarification on the
issue as it would affect its
power to investigate cases.
Section 6 of DSPSE
Act deals with the con-
sent of a state govern-

ment for exercising of the
powers and jurisdiction
by the CBI officials.

The CBI had contend-
ed before the high court
that there was a general
consent granted by the
Himachal Pradesh gov-
ernment on August 24,
1990, to probe the of-
fences of central govern-
ment employees in the
territory of the state.

Virbhadra Singh, on
the other hand, had con-
tended in the high court
that the consent order
does not take within its
scope a central minister
who served as a public
servant at Delhi under
the central government.

He had said that he
was not an official “of a
central government de-
partment or any other
central institution locat-
ed in the territory of Hi-
machal Pradesh”.

The high court had,
however, said it will be
for the trial court to look
into the consent order
aspect when the charge
sheet was filed as it
would then emerge as to
what was the material/
evidence collected by the
investigating agency that
was sought to be relied
upon by the prosecution.

In the same order, the
high court had refused
to quash the dispropor-
tionate assets case filed
by the CBI against Vir-
bhadra Singh and his
wife, saying there was no
basis to claim.

(PTI): West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Baner-
jee today slammed the
BJP-led Central govern-
ment for allegedly ex-
cluding the state’s tableau
from the Republic Day pa-
rade which was based on
the theme of unity.

Stating that Bengal
believes in togetherness
of all faith, she alleged
that the BJP is dividing
the people on the basis of
religion.

“This year the pro-
posed theme for our Re-
public Day tableau was
unity. [ think that is why
we have been left out,”
Banerjee said after inau-

bhum district.

A group of ‘bauls’
(a group of mystic min-
strels) were present
there in large numbers
wearing traditional saf-
fron attire.

In an obvious refer-
ence to the BJP-RSS, Ba-
nerjee said, “Saffron does
not match everybody. If
we find anyone misusing
saffron colour, we will
raise our voice.”

She said her govern-
ment has brought sever-
al artistes to showcase
the state’s tableau which
was not included in the
parade.

The state government

gurating ‘Jaideb Kenduli patronised over 2 lakh ar-

Country’s first online oncology
tutorial series launched

NEw DELHI, JAN 4 (PTI): Aimed at training doctors
in early detection and prevention of various types of
cancer, the health ministry today launched the coun-
try’s first online oncology tutorial series designed by
the Tata Memorial Centre.

This is part of a national programme that will be
rolled out across the country by Tata Memorial Centre
in collaboration with state governments.

Speaking at the launch, Health Secretary Preeti Su-
dan said that this was a “visionary step” that would lever-
age advances in information technology to strengthen
health outreach and health services in the country.

“This initiative will help the doctors upgrade their
knowledge and skills and help them save many pre-
cious lives,” Sudan said.

The course is intended for physicians, gynecologists,
dentists and other healthcare professionals who are not
oncologists, but can play a very crucial role in early detec-
tion and diagnosis of various types of cancer, Sudan said.

This will equip them with the skills and knowledge
on basics of oncology to detect, diagnose and refer can-
cer cases early. The online video lectures are also de-
signed to update oncologists with the evidence-based
guidelines and skill for the management of cancer.

forms of art and culture.
Some of them even partic-
ipated in the state govern-
ment’s advertisement.

The chief minister
cautioned the people of
Birbhum district against
any activity by some
Maoist groups in the
neighbouring area.

She also announced
a number of develop-
ment programmes in
the district.

Drop in number of winged
guests at Chilika

BERHAMPUR (ODISHA), JAN 4 (PTI): The number of
migratory birds visiting the Chilika Lake in Odisha has
dropped this season with 53,000 fewer winged visi-
tors sighted at the lagoon compared to the last year.

The annual bird census, undertaken in the brack-
ish water lagoon yesterday, put the count to 893,390
birds of 147 different species.

Last winter, 947,119 birds of 167 different species
had visited the lake. Of them 374,756 were sighted at
the 15.59 sq km Nalabana bird sanctuary, said Divi-
sional Forest Officer (Chilika wildlife division) Bikash

Ranjan Das.

This time, altogether 320,826 birds were sighted
at Nalabana bird sanctuary, he said.

The increase in the water level of the lagoon due to
heavy rain during the monsoons might have led to the
decline in the number of birds visiting the lake this

year, the DFO said.

Moreover, this year, the census was conducted
about 10 days ahead of schedule, he said.

Das said River Lawping, a local bird, was sighted
at the lake for the first time. This species is usually
found on river beds. But the enumerators have found
one such bird at Chilika, he said.

Around 100 people, including ornithologists from
Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS), officials

of wildlife organisations,

several ornithologists and

wildlife activists took part in the bird count between

6am and 11am yesterday.

The lagoon hosts migratory birds every year

during the peak winters. Birds from as far as the
Caspian Sea, Lake Baikal, Aral Sea and other remote
parts of Russia, Kirghiz steppes of Mongolia, Central
and southeast Asia, visit the lake to escape the biting
cold in their native places. They start their homeward
journey with the onset of the summer season.

Atmosphere of fear in poll-
bound Tripura, appoint micro-
observers: BJP to EC

NEwW DELHI, JAN 4 (PTI):
The BJP today asked the
Election Commission to
appoint micro-observers
in poll-bound Tripura
from outside the CPI(M)-
ruled state and deploy
maximum paramilitary
forces, alleging that an
atmosphere of fear was
prevailing there.

Only those government
officials should be given
election duty, who give a
declaration that they are not
members of any political
party or any trade union af-
filiated to any political outfit,
said Himanta Biswa Sarma,
BJP leader and convener of
the North East Democratic
Alliance (NEDA), which is
partof the BJP-led NDA.

“Micro-observers
should be from outside the
state because CPI(M) has
started giving membership
to the state government em-
ployees in Tripura. The elec-

tions cannot be held with
the Left party members in-
side the booth,” Sarma told
reporters outside the Elec-
tion Commission (EC) office.

Sarma, who is also a
minister in the BJP govern-
ment in Assam, claimed that
more than 60 party workers
were killed by the ruling
CPI(M) in Tripura and there
was an atmosphere of fear
and threat in the state.

“We (BJP) have request-
ed the Election Commission
to deploy maximum para-

military forces in the state
to ensure free and fair elec-
tions in the state,” he said.

The Left party has
been ruling Tripura since
1993. The state has tradi-
tionally witnessed a two-
way fight between the
Congress and the CPI(M).

This time the BJP is
trying to emerge as the
principal opposition to
the ruling Left party. Ten-
ure of the 60-member
Tripura Assembly ends
in March this year.

RFQ No: 008/SPMU Sikkim NHP

for Water Resources

R.0. No: 485/IPR/PUB/clasi/17-18
Dt 4/1/2018

ol

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
‘WATER RESOURCES & RIVER DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

REQUEST FOR QUOTATIONS
(SCIENTIFIC INSTRUMENTS)
Assignment Title: “Supply, Installation (where required) of Scientific Instruments
formation, under National Hydrology Project (NHP),
Gangtok East Sikkim,” in four packages:- Package A, B, C and D.
The Superintending Engineer, State Project Monitoring Unit, Water Resources
and River Development Department, Government of Sikkim, invites eligible
registered Suppliers to indicate their interest in providing the Services. Complete
details are available in the website www.sikkim.gov.in.
Request for Quotation with all relevant documents must be delivered in written form
to reach the address below not later than 13:00 hours (IST) on 5th February 2018.

Date: 4th January 2018

Superintending Engineer, NHP, SPMU
Sokeythang, Tadong, East Sikkim-737102
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FM radio
network to
reach 65 pc
population
soon: Govt

NEw DELH]J, JAN 4 (PTI):
As much as 65 per cent
population of the country
will soon be able to tune
in to FM radio network,
the Lok Sabha was in-
formed today.

Maintaining that cur-
rently 52 per cent of the
population can access FM
radio network, Minister of
State for Information and
Broadcasting Rajyavard-
han Singh Rathore said
that the government has
taken a number of initia-
tives for expanding the
FM radio network across
the country.

As of now, the FM ra-
dio network covers 52 per
cent population and soon
it will be expanded to 65
per cent population in the
country, he said during
Question Hour.

The minister said in
order to synergise efforts
for multiple utilisation
of resources and sharing
of existing capacities and
communication towers of
the ministry of informa-
tion and broadcasting and
department of telecom-
munications, a commit-
tee of officers of both the
ministries was formed in
2015 to ascertain techni-
cal feasibility and decide
terms and conditions of
infrastructure sharing.

Presently, 57 All India
Radio towers are shared
with private FM broad-
casters on rental basis. In
addition, 37 Doordarshan
towers are also shared
with private FM broad-
casters on rental basis.

We have a score to settle
with India: Faf du Plessis

CAPE TOWN, JAN 4 (PTI): South
African skipper Faf du Plessis rat-
cheted up the rhetoric on the eve
of the much- anticipated opening
Test against India, saying they
have a “score to settle” with the

World No. 1.

He talked about the 3-0 loss in
2015 away to India, highlighting
that the Proteas are keen to even the
score. The three-match series begins
here tomorrow with the first Test.

“I don’t know when the next
Test series against India is, but
it's probably the last time all of us
(senior players) play against In-
dia and there’s no better way than
playing a series in South Africa.
We were disappointed the last
time we went there and we’ve got
a score to settle, so we're excited

for this series,” he added.

Du Plessis said that the New-
lands’ green-top wicket gives
South Africa an advantage going

into the first Test.

“I like the fact that there is
some sort of preference that we
can try to get an advantage. I think
the groundsman has done a fan-
tastic job with the heat. The wick-

et looks good.

It looks like it’s going to be ex-

actly what we wanted.”

Du Plessis downplayed rival-
ry with Virat Kohli or any other
Indian player for that matter, and
outlined that South Africa instead
intend to target the entire playing
eleven to get the desired result.

between us.

“We don't look
at Virat alone. He
doesn’t get more
time than any of the
other Indian bats-
men,” du Plessis
signed off.

Du Plessis is re-
turning from injury
and sat out the day-
night Test against

lay-offs.

the good thing is I

“Obviously Virat is a very
good player. His stats don’t lie.
We are hoping we can put some
pressure on him. If we can keep
him quiet, we have a much better
chance. But I see it as South Africa
against India, I don’t see a rivalry

Zimbabwe. South Africa also have
AB de Villiers and Dale Steyn to
consider, both of whom are re-
turning to Test cricket after long

De Villiers led against Zimba-
bwe in du Plessis’ absence, but
is not a confirmed starter for the
first Test. Steyn’s exclusion cannot
be ruled out either in case South
Africa opt for only three pacers.

“It was frustrating at times.
It's 11 weeks now and I just feel
now like I'm ready to play. Obvi-
ously time at home is nice, and

much cricket for South Africa.
“I'm extremely hungry to play
again. | would have liked to play
against Zimbabwe but the batting
feels good and hopefully I can take

didn’t miss

off from here,” said the skipper.
“This selection is probably
one of the hardest that we are
going to have to make. There are
just so many combinations you
can look at. It's a nice headache
to have, a possibility to play four
seamers but we're still talking

played for a while and he hasn’t
got the overs under his legs that
he would have wanted.

“But facing Dale in the nets, the
skill feels like it hasn’t gone any-
where. He has got the same pace,
and the same swing. Skill-wise it's
like he has just jumped back on
that bicycle and is riding again.”

Even with the sun beating
down at Newlands, the pitch re-
tained its green hue and it could
be a crucial factor in the hosts
fielding three or four pacers in
their line-up.

The South African captain
stressed that they have options to
cater to conditions irrespective of
where they are playing.

“In a perfect world it will be a
quick wicket that nips around a bit.

about what could be
our strongest elev-

en,” he added.
When asked
specifically  about

Steyn’s possible in-
clusion, he replied,
“It's a tough call.
For me, he is the
best bowler in the
world. He hasn't

We also want to try and eliminate
spin as much as possible. When we
played Sri Lanka here last time, it
was a really good wicket.

“You don’t want excessive
seam movement because that
brings both bowling attacks into
the game. We feel with our seam
resources, on a wicket that has
some pace and bounce, we can
exploit some of those areas in
their batting line.”

India’s last tour in South Af-
rica ended in a 1-0 loss for the
visitors.

“I think with the make-up of
our squad we have so many dif-
ferent options you can look at
picking a different team for differ-
ent venues. That's our thinking.
We will make the team decision
we believe is the best specifically
for Newlands.”

This series also marks the
top-two ranked sides in ICC Test
ranking coming together. India
will not lose their no.1 ranking
even with a 3-0 defeat, but ac-
cording to du Plessis, that score-
line is easier said than done.

“It's good that we can have
some importance to this series. Big
series are why you play. We don't

have an Ashes so it's good to see

that India versus South Africa can
start becoming a really big series.

“There are some really high-
class players that are going to
bash it out over the next four
weeks. So that’s exciting.”

Delhi Dynamos sign
Spanish goalkeeper
Xabi Irureta

NEw DELH]I, JAN 4 (PTI):

Delhi Dynamos today
roped in 31- year-old
Spanish goalkeeper Xabi
Irureta as their eighth
foreign recruit for the
ongoing Indian Super
League (ISL).

Born in Ondarroa,
Xabi, who has previously
excelled in teams such as
Eibar and Real Zarago-
za in La Liga, will hope
to make his mark in the
bottom placed Delhi Dy-
namos team which has
just won one game this
season.

“Xabi brings a lot of
experience and can help
us to stabilise our way
of playing. I am sure he

would fit in well in our
scheme and in our game
philosophy,” Delhi Dyna-
mos Head Coach Miguel
Angel Portugal said.

Xabi started his career
with Spanish local side
Real Union before he went
onto represent Eibar for
seven seasons, where he
helped the side move from
Spanish Segunda Division
to the top tier.

“I am excited to wel-
come Xabi. He brings
a lot of experience and
has played against the
world’s best. He will be
a calm and solid pres-
ence in our net,” Delhi
Dynamos Director Rohan
Sharma said.

130 km of roads
constructed
every day under
PMGSY: Govt

NEw DELH]J, JAN 4 (PTI):
An average 130 km of
roads are being construct-
ed every day under the
Pradhan Mantri Gram Sa-
dak Yojana (PMGSY), the
highest in the last 7 years,
Union Minister Nitin Gad-
kari claimed today.

Gadkari said in Lok
Sabha that the central
government has taken
a decision to accelerate
the execution of PMGSY
to substantially complete
the habitation connectivi-
ty as per the core network
of plan by March 2019.

“The pace of construc-
tion under PMGSY has
also been speeded up in
the last three years and
the average construction
reached the level of 130
km per day during 2016-
17, which is highest in
the last 7 years,” he said
during Question Hour.

Gadkari, the Minister
for Road Transport and
Highways, was replying
on behalf of Rural Devel-
opment Minister Naren-
dra Singh Tomar.

26th World Book Fair to focus on
environment, climate change

NEw DELHI, JAN 4 (PTI): Burning en-
vironment issues like climate change,
global warming, and water pollution
will be the main theme for this year’s
New Delhi World Book Fair.

‘Environment and Climate

With
Change’ as its main
theme, the 26th edition of
the annual book fair, will
be held here at Pragati
Maidan from January 6.

Organised by National
Book Trust, in association
with ITPO, the event's
Theme Pavillion will have
an international rights ex-
hibition of nearly 500 ti-
tles published in English,
Hindi, and other Indian

languages.
“During the fair, dis-
cussions,  conversation

with authors and envi-

ronmentalists will be organised where
the experts will discuss ways through
which environment can be saved from
further deterioration,” the organisers

said in a statement.

This year’s book fair will host Eu-
ropean Union as the Guest of Honour
Country. The specially designed EU pa-
villion will showcase the rich and dy-
namic European culture and literature.

The EU member States will exhibit
publications in English and other Euro-
pean languages.

The fair will also witness panel dis-

cussions, talks, workshops, children’s

WORLD & e
Book Al B

activities, screening of short films, spe-

cial photo exhibits as well
as cultural and musical
performances, the organ-
isers said.

Apart from the EU na-
tions, more than 40 coun-
tries including Belgium,
Canada, China, Denmark,
Egypt, France, Germa-
ny, Pakistan and United
Kingdom will participate
in the book fair.

In author’s corner,
visitors can get to in-
teract with some of the
well-known writers like
Ruskin Bond, Jerry Pinto,

Michael Creighton, Paro Anand, Mridu-

la Garg and Ranjit Lal among others.
The author interactions will be held

at five ‘Author’s Corners’ in ‘Reflections’

(Hall 11), ‘Conversations’ (Hangar over

lake), ‘International Events Corner (Hall
7A), ‘Lekhak Manch’ (Hall 12-12A), and
‘Sahitya Manch’ (Hall 8).

The annual event will come to an
end on January 14.

It was a tough day in office: Sheringham

ISL game ending post midnight
25" W

KOLKATA, JAN 4 (PTI):
Former Manchester Unit-
ed star and Indian Super
League side ATK’s coach
Teddy Sheringham said
it was unusual to finish a
football game post mid-
night, something that he
had never experienced in
his long association with
the game.

The match against FC
Goa was delayed by nearly
three hours due to the hur-
dles faced by the visiting
side to reach the city. FC Goa
headed straight from air-
port to kick off the match at
10.45pm last night.

“We do realise it's 1’0
clock in the morning. We
are not just the only cra-
zy ones. Thanks for stay-
ing,” Sheringham said af-
ter the drawn game.

“It’s the first time I'm
finishing a game at lam
and still sitting here. It's
really unusual,” the for-
mer Manchester United
player, who won three
premiership titles with
the team, added.

—

There was plenty of
suspense and drama in
the build-up to the kick-
off after the ISL first an-
nounced that the match
would be delayed by a
“minimum one hour”.

Sheringham and Co.
checked in by 8.15pm but
the delay kept stretching.

“First we are told that
it won't be 80 clock it
would be 8.30pm, then it
changed to 8.45,9.15 and
so on... It was a hard day
at the office.”

“It’s very difficult but
we kept talking about
keeping our focus intact,”
he added.

Robbie Keane head-
ed home a fourth minute
lead from a Ryan Taylor
free kick but FC Goa took
20 minutes to restore
parity through all-time
leading goalscorer Fer-
ran Corominas.

“It's been a frustrat-
ing day and I think it
showed on everybody
not just their team but

our team as well,” the 51-
year-old said.

“Goa had a tough cou-
ple of days but it has not
been easy for us as well.
I think it showed in both
teams performances.

It was a tiring day and
a lot of hard work for the
players out there tonight.

“We have got a rough
day as well. We were unde-
cided on when we are go-
ing to be playing. If we are
going to be playing what's
going to be the outcome.

Fatigued FC Goa hold ATK 1-1 in midnight drama

KOLKATA, JAN 4 (PTI): FC Goa
shook off a day-long ordeal
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to play out a valiant 1-1 draw
against defending champions
ATK in a delayed Indian Super
League match that got over
well past midnight under un-
foreseen circumstances at the
Saltlake Stadium, here.

In a first in Indian football
and in one of the rarest in-
stances, the match kicked off at
10.45pm yesterday in peak win-
ter after a day-long drama sur-
rounding FC Goa team’s arrival.

The Goan team’s arrival
got delayed following tech-
nical snag to their chartered
flight and later due to crash of
a fighter jet at the Dabolim air-
port that forced the closure of
the runway.

To matters worse for the
visitors, captain Robbie Keane
headed home from a Ryan Tay-
lor’s angled free kick to give ATK
the lead against the fatigued Go-
ans in less than four minutes.

The Goans were quick to
bounce back to restore parity
in the 24th minute when Span-
ish forward Ferran Corominas

his ninth ISL goal.

surged past Ashustosh Mehta
and rounded off ATK goalkeep-
er Debjit Majumder en route to

The visitors then went
on to dominate the pitch and
nearly got a 39th minute pen-
alty when Brandon Fernandes
was brought down by Prabir
Das inside the box but referee
Srikirishna thought otherwise.

Goa once again got a fine
opportunity in the 73rd min-
ute as Corominas latched on to
the ball from a throw-in to set

sult under the

“I have never faced (such a
situation) in professional foot-

the match commissioner be-
fore the players huddled up

What followed was a series
of setbacks and bad luck for the

up Mandar Rao Dessai whose
right footed shot was easily
cleared away as both teams
shared the spoils.

It was Goa’s maiden draw
of the season, a creditable re-

es, to move up to fourth spot
ahead of Mumbai City FC on
goal difference, while ATK re-
mained on seventh.

A fuming FC Goa head coach
Sergio Lobera was furious with
the orgainsers for conducting
the late night match.

ball. ISL is a great league and it
does not deserve matches like to-
day,” Lobera said after the match.

“It's not a good spectacle.
We spent the entire day at the
airport with nothing to eat and
nowhere to rest. And we had to
come here running, as other-
wise, we would have lost three
points,” he lamented.

FC Goa’s chartered flight
finally took off at 6.30pm after
getting the necessary clear-
ance and landed around 9pm
at the Dum Dum airport from
where they headed straight to
the Saltlake Stadium.

A few thousand anxious
fans kept on waiting while
ATK were going through their
paces when the Sergio Lobera-
coached side entered the pitch
at9.45pm.

But there was more drama
in store as they turned up in
casual gear of red T-shirts and
black shorts as their team kit
had not arrived.

FC Goa team management
held intense discussions with

circumstanc-

and went about their drills.

In the evening the organ-
isers had stated in a release
that the match will be delayed
by a “minimum one hour due
to unavoidable circumstances”.

But what transpired on
the field was a series of delays
beginning with a 9.30pm an-
nouncement.

There was speculation of
a cancellation before the Na-
tional Anthem was played at
10.40pm and the match finally
kicked off after a delay of two
hours and 45 minutes.

There has been one in-
stance in La Liga when Bar-
celona had played their home
match against Sevilla five min-
utes past midnight in Septem-
ber 2003.

But it was a different sce-
nario for FC Goa-ATK match
that was originally scheduled
on December 31 but it was
postponed to January 3 after
the police here refused to pro-
vide security arrangement cit-
ing New Year’s eve revelry.

Gaurs who chartered a flight for
January 2 to reach Kolkata after
they were unable to get all their
technical staff and players on a
single passenger flight.

But the chartered flight de-
veloped a technical snag and
the team could not fly out of Goa
on January 2 afternoon and re-
scheduled their departure time
to 1am on the match day.

Then again there was an-
other technical snag and they
could not take off. More bad
luck was in store for the Gaurs
as a MiG-29K aircraft caught
fire after veering off the run-
way, which led to operations at
the Goa airport being suspend-
ed in the afternoon.

Goa will now travel to by
Guwahati to play NorthEast
United FC on January 6 and re-
turn home to take on Jamshed-
pur FC on January 11.

ATK, on the other hand, will
travel to Bengaluru FC for their
January 7 clash at the Kanteer-
ava Stadium.
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Thieves steal
famed Indian
jewels from

Venice exhibit
ROME, JAN 4 (AP): Thieves
have stolen precious Indi-
an jewels from the famed
Al Thani Collection that
were on show in a Venetian
palace, making off with a
brooch and a pair of ear-
rings by mixing in with the
crowd on the final day of
the exhibition, police said.

The stolen jewels were
considered to be of lesser
value than some of the
highlights of the Al Thani
Collection, which includes
gems dating from the time
of the Mughal Empire.

But police said they
were made of gold, plat-
inum and diamonds and
news reports estimated
their value in the millions
of euros.

Venice police said yes-
terday the security alarm
went off at around 10 AM
(local time) at Venice’s
Doge’s Palace and police im-
mediately sealed the area.

But by then, the
thieves had already made
their escape from the
museum, known as the
Palazzo Ducale and one of
Venice’s top tourist desti-
nations on the edge of St
Mark’s Square.

Venice police chief Vito
Gagliardi told the ANSA
news agency the thieves
managed to delay the trig-
gering of the alarm system,
allowing them to escape.

The Al Thani Col-
lection is a renowned
collection of 270 pieces
of Indian and Indian-in-
spired jewelry and pre-
cious stones, spanning
400 years from the Mu-
ghal period to the present
and assembled by Qatar’s
Sheikh Hamad bin Abdul-
lah Al Thani. Forbe’s Mag-
azine has said “there is no
comparable collection on
the planet.”

The Venice exhibit,
“Treasures of the Mughals
and the Maharajas,” was
due to close yesterday, the
latest stop in a travelling
exhibit that has brought
the collection to Paris’
Grand Palais, London’s
Victoria and Albert Muse-
um, New York’s Metropol-
itan and the Miho Muse-
um near Kyoto, Japan.

A spokesman for the
collection, John Maxse, said
it was in regular contact
with Italian authorities and
Venice’s Foundation of Civic
Museums, which runs the
Doge’s Palace. In a state-
ment the foundation said the
brooch and earrings stolen
were “contemporary pieces
and consequently are of less
historical value than other
items in the collection.”

Indian envoy meets top official of Chinese Communist Party

KJM VARMA

Vice Minister,

ternal relations.

BEIJING, JAN 4 (PTI):

ndian Ambassador to China

Gautam Bambawale today
held talks with Guo Yezhou,
Internation-
al Department of the ruling
Communist Party, amid efforts
by the two nations to improve
their ties post-Dokalam.

Guo is the senior most
vice minister of the interna-
tional department of the CPC
which plays key role in policy
formulations of China’s ex-

The details of the meeting
were immediately not available.

Bambawale,

na last month.

a seasoned
diplomat who till recently
served as high commissioner
to Pakistan, assumed charge
as India’s ambassador to Chi-

The meeting took place as
a high-level Chinese delega-
tion headed by Meng Xiang-
feng, a close confidant of
President Xi Jinping and the
Deputy Director of the Gen-
eral Office of the CPC Central
Committee, is currently visit-
ing India under an exchange
programme with the Ministry
of External Affairs.

The exchanges between

this year.

the CPC and the MEA followed
the visits of Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi and top Chi-
nese diplomat Yang Jiechi to
New Delhi last month.
Wang's talks with Exter-
nal Affairs Minister Sushma
Swaraj and other officials on
the sidelines of Russia-In-
dia-China Foreign Ministers’
meeting last month set the
stage for a broader dialogue
on improving the relations

The two neighbours had
a roller-coaster relationship
in 2017 which was repeated-
ly blighted by issues like the

Dokalam standoff, blocking
of India’'s NSG membership
bid and moves to declare
the Jaish-e-Muhammad chief
Massood Azhar a terrorist.

The 73-day standoff at
Dokalam
Chinese military attempted to
build a road close to Chicken
Neck corridor has sparked a
new round of tensions at the
border. It finally ended after
China agreed to stop road
building.

As the two sides made ef-
forts to improve ties, officials
here said a new incident of
Chinese military s attempts to

in Sikkim where

build a road inside the Indian
territory in Siang district in
Arunachal Pradesh has been
resolved.

The Chinese construction
equipment seized by the In-
dian troops is expected to be
handed over to People s Lib-
eration Army (PLA) troops at
a local commanders meeting.

The series of meeting at
various levels currently un-
derway were between the

two countries were aimed at

resetting the relations back
on track averting a further
downturn in the bilateral ties,
they said.

Israeli jets bombard Hamas positions in Gaza
JERUSALEM, JAN 4 (AFP): Israeli jets bombarded Hamas bases in
Gaza overnight in response to rocket fire from the Palestinian en-
clave, the military said today.
“In response to the projectiles fired at southern Israeli com-
munities throughout yesterday from the Gaza Strip, IAF (Israeli air
force) fighter jets targeted a significant terror infrastructure in the
Gaza Strip,” Israeli forces said in a statement.
Palestinian militants in Gaza have fired at least 20 rockets or

mortar rounds at Israel since US President Donald Trump’s contro-
versial December 6 recognition of Jerusalem as the country’s cap-
ital, at least six of which have been intercepted by the Iron Dome
defence system.

The projectiles are often fired by fringe radical Islamist
groups, but Israel holds Gaza’s militant rulers Hamas responsi-
ble for any attacks from the territory and retaliates by targeting
Hamas positions.

S Korea'’s Park “took money
from spy agency”: reports

Seoul, Jan 4 (AFP): Oust-
ed South Korean presi-
dent Park Geun-Hye is to
be charged with accept-
ing millions of dollars
worth of bribes from the
state spy agency, news
reports said today.

Park allegedly re-
ceived between 50 and
200 million won (now
USD 47,000 to USD
188,000) from the Na-
tional Intelligence Ser-
vice (NIS) every month

from soon after her
swearing-in  in early
2013 until mid-2016,

prosecutors told South

Korean media.

The cash -- said to to-
tal 3.8 billion won -- was
reportedly delivered by
NIS agents to Park’s aides
in uncrowded parking lots
or in back alleys near the
presidential Blue House.

The money came
from the spy agency’s
“blind budget” -- millions
of dollars of special funds
that can be spent without
receipts for anti-espio-
nage activities -- Yonhap
news agency said.

It remains unclear
how Park spent the funds
but news reports said she
used them for personal
purposes or to bankroll
supporter groups.

Park is already on
trial on 18 charges in-
cluding bribery, coercion
and abuse of power for
offering  governmental

favours to tycoons, and
prosecutors will add a
19th count to the indict-
ment regarding the pay-
ments, reports said.

South Korea’s first
female president was im-
peached by parliament
after months of mass
protests over a sprawl-
ing graft scandal, and
the constitutional court
upheld the decision in
March last year, dismiss-
ing her from office.

She has been in custo-
dy since March 31.

Her trial began in May
but she has refused to at-

tend since October, infu-
riated by a court decision
to extend her detention
by six months, when her
legal team also quit, ac-
cusing the judges of bias.

Park has since re-
fused to cooperate with a
team of state-sponsored
defence lawyers appoint-
ed by the court.

Prosecutors  sought
to question Park in pris-
on twice over the fresh
allegations, but she has
refused to cooperate.

Two former NIS chiefs
have been indicted over
the bribery charges.

US to announce specific
actions against Pak

LALIT KJHA
'WASHINGTON, JAN 4 (PTI):

he White House has

said it would an-
nounce specific actions
against Pakistan  this
week to force it to crack
down on terrorists on its
soil, reflecting president
Donald Trump’s tough
stance against the coun-
try over the issue.

The remarks by White
House Press Secretary
Sarah Sanders came after
Trump accused Pakistan
of giving nothing to the
US but “lies and deceit”
and providing “safe hav-
en” to terrorists in return
for USD 33 billion aid
over the last 15 years.

“They can do more to
stop terrorism and we
want them to do that,”
Sanders said.

The White House said
it would likely announce
actions to pressure Paki-
stan within days.

“We’ll  continue to
keep you posted as those
decisions are finalised,”
Sanders said.

“In terms of specific
actions, I think you 1l see
some more details come
out on that in the next
24 to 48 hours..” Sand-
ers told reporters on
Tuesday during a news
conference in which she
asked Pakistan to step up
its actions against terror-
ists and militant groups
operating from its soil.

Fox News reported
that the announcement

in this regard is expected
Thursday.

However, there was
no response from the
White House on the tim-
ing and nature of such an
announcement.

On Monday, in his
first tweet of the year,
Trump said that the US
has “foolishly” given Pa-
kistan more than USD 33
billion in aid over the last
15 years.

A day later, the White
House said that it was
suspended USD 255 mil-
lion financial security
assistance to Pakistan as
mandated by Congress in
its 2016 budget.

US ambassador to
the UN Nikki Haley also
accused Pakistan of play-
ing a “double game” by
claiming to support the
US-led war against ter-
rorism while providing a
haven to terrorist groups.

Pakistan has ex-
pressed “deep disap-
pointment” over the US
statements, saying the
accusations strike with
“great insensitivity” at
the trust between the
two countries.

Pakistan’'s  Foreign
Minister Khawaja Asif in
a tweet challenged Pres-
ident Trump’s claim that
the US has given Pakistan
more than USD 33 billion
dollars as aid over the
last 15 years, saying ver-
ification by an audit firm
would prove the US pres-
ident wrong.

More pro-regimerallies as Iran declares ‘sedition’ over

TEHRAN, JAN 4 (AFP): Iran
saw another day of large
pro- regime rallies today
after authorities declared
the end of deadly unrest
and turned attention to
addressing economic con-
cerns that fuelled protests.

A week after the
demonstrations broke
out, there were no reports
of fresh protests in local
media overnight, while
videos on social media
suggested only limited
unrest in provincial towns
which could not be imme-
diately verified.

As Washington sug-
gested it may be looking
to impose fresh sanctions
on Tehran, Iranian au-
thorities were weighing
options including block-
ing unpopular measures
in President Hassan Rou-
hani’s recent budget.

State television showed
huge crowds marching in
support of the government
across 10 cities early today,
including Isfahan, Ardebil

and Mashhad, where the
protests first erupted last
Thursday.

“We are together be-
hind the leader,” chanted
the crowds, in reference
to supreme leader Aya-
tollah Ali Khamenei.

“The  revolutionary
Iranian people have re-
sponded in time to the en-
emies and trouble-mak-

ers by coming out on the
streets,” Ali Akbar Velaya-
ti, an advisor to Khame-
nei, told the semi-official
ISNA news agency.

“The people’s main
demand now is for the
government and officials
to deal with the econom-
ic problems,” he added.

General Mohammad
Ali Jafari, the head of

Iran’s powerful Revolu-
tionary Guards, yester-
day announced the “end
of the sedition”.

A total of 21 people
died in five days of unrest
that began on December
28as protests against eco-
nomic grievances quickly
turned against the regime
as a whole, with attacks
on government buildings

and police stations.

Jafari told state televi-
sion that “a large number
of the troublemakers”
were behind the unrest,
saying many had been
arrested and would face
“firm action”.

The unrest -- the big-
gest challenge to Iran’s
Islamic regime since
mass protests in 2009

-- caused international
concern, with the Unit-
ed States in particular
accusing authorities of a
crackdown on dissent.

A White House official,
who asked for anonymity,
said yesterday that Wash-
ington would look for “ac-
tionable information” to
try to bring fresh sanctions
on those responsible.
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ath Prize Rs.250/- 0706 1012 1041 2610 3631 5297 5364 5367 5795 8359
5th Prize Rs.120/-

0107 0158 0294 0374 0414 0460 0517 0606 0637 0676
0920 0933 0936 1129 1188 1211 1275 1423 1658 1687
1696 1794 2318 2383 2485 2496 2501 2561 2621 2775
2835 2912 2965 2971 2984 2991 3004 3008 3198 3271
3393 3545 3603 3906 4005 4060 4124 4133 4173 4407
4556 4999 5035 5198 5211 5225 5259 5281 5293 5378
5409 5687 5737 5741 5766 5865 5913 5981 5986 6011
6076 6444 6617 6718 6844 7064 7308 7336 7504 7865
7894 7953 8324 8332 8349 8456 8570 8627 8748 8860
9037 9078 9113 9180 9356 9379 9653 9869 9957 9999

KINDLY CHECK THE RESULTS WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE

NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR FALCON EVENING

Draw Time: 08:00 pm onwards
Draw No:23 DrawDate 0n:04/01/18
1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 73K 54847

(Including Super Prize Amt)

[Cons. Prize Rs.9497/- 54847 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)

2nd Prize Rs.9000/-

5th Prize Rs.120/-

Issued by:

05656 08714 26242 37817 38070
42221 55809 62011 80279 98075
3rd Prize Rs.500/- 1286 2491 2737 3134 3606 4290 5647 6339 6725 6840
[4th Prize Rs.250/- 0053 1401 2438 3355 4576 5659 6442 6637 8106 9992

0099 0206 0222 0254 0316 0334 0397 0463 0682 0798
0997 1032 1051 1226 1231 1323 1331 1341 1455 1585
1598 1609 1660 1674 1716 1730 1747 2012 2049 2075
2204 2329 2394 2538 2681 2705 2817 3322 3556 3691
3697 3809 3990 4026 4451 4483 4612 4630 4644 4866
4962 5225 5536 5804 5891 5966 5973 6031 6101 6220
6486 6489 6498 6514 6581 6584 6892 6940 6971 7004
7140 7321 7536 7569 7733 7810 7924 7966 8002 8036
8122 8151 8230 8417 8489 8608 8774 8790 8917 8974
9039 9145 9152 9223 9327 9425 9599 9652 9804 9832

The Director, Nagaland State Lotteries, Kohima, Nagaland

For Results, Pleas

: www.nagalandlotteries.com
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Bruno Mars and Cardi B collaborate on “Finesse” remix

and D] Khaled on anoth-
er track.

It’s the awesome, funky
collaboration you
never even thought
about asking for

n Wednesday, Bruno

Mars released a new
song, a remix of his 2016
song “Finesse,” featuring
none other than “Bodak Yel-
low” rapper Cardi B.

He had teased the track
on Instagram hours earlier
with a photo of the single’s
artwork, which shows the
two dressed in ‘90s-style out-
fits: She is wearing a yellow

waist cutoff denim shorts,
paired with a cropped col-
orful bomber jacket, paired
with large hoop earrings and
a baseball cap worn back-
wards. He sports a green, yel-
low, black and white vertical
striped T-shirt over a white
printed sweatshirt and a cou-
ple of gold chains as well as a
cross necklace.

“Start your 2018 with
Big Bronx Boogie Herself @
iamcardib and me Midnight
Tonight EST #Finesse,” Mars
wrote.

ed to a brand-new music
video directed by Mars
himself. In
J.Lo’s boyfriend Alex Ro-
driguez shared an Ins-
tagram Live video that
showed the two music
artists
their upcoming untitled
single, during which Lo-
pez says, “Cardi’s just
on that one part, do you
think we should do some
ad-libs with her?”

zy,’
Instagram, alongside a
screenshot of the Twit-
ter
believe he even knows
me @brunomars so00o

may have also collabo-
rated with Jennifer Lopez

“This is soooo cra-
Cardi B wrote on

exchange. “Can’t

Meanwhile, Cardi B

late  December,

& CARDI B

talking about

rlESSE
BRUNDIWARS

printed crop top and high-

In addition, fans were treat-

Sushant Singh Rajput
and Bhumi Pednekar to
star in Sone Chidaiya

ctors Sushant Singh Rajput and Bhumi Pednekar are all set to
work together in their next, Sone Chidaiya. The actors will be
seen in Udta Punjab director Abhishek Chaubey’s next, marking

their first collaboration together.

The film talks
about the story of the
Chambal dacoits and
is set in 1970s. Sone
Chidaiya will be hitting
the floors at the end of
this month. It's been
told that Sushant will
soon begin prepping
up for his role in the
film.

Giving inside details about the project, a source close to the
makers of the film told Mumbai Mirror, “Sushant is playing a daco-
it for the first time and wanted to get into the character before the
schedule starts so he will leave for the location on January 12 to
spend time with a few former dacoits. He will also lose some mus-
cle weight to look the rustic part as well as learn rifle-shooting.”

The source further added, “The cast will also have to work on
the Bundelkhandi dialect. Abhishek is leaving for Chambal on Jan-
uary 8 for a two-month schedule. This will be followed by a short-

er schedule in Mumbai at a later stage.”

Sone Chidaiya will also star Manoj Bajpayee playing a pivotal

role in the film.

LIAM PAYNE AND RITA ORA TEASE SEXY
FIFTY SHADES FREED COLLABORATION

Liam Payne and Rita Ora have
a treat for you!

As the anticipation grows
for the duo’s musical collabo-
ration, both artists are giving a
tease of their song featured in
the Fifty Shades Freed movie.

In a new Instagram post
shared, both Liam and Rita of-
fered a short glimpse into the
track “For You.”

“Waiting for a lifetime for
you / Been breaking for a life-
time for you,” the pair sing as
footage from inside the studio
appears. “Wasn't looking for
love ‘till I found you / Ooh na-na
ayy, for love, ‘till I found you.”

And while it's only a few

seconds, it's enough to get
fans even more excited for
Friday when the full song is
released.”We did this #ForYou!
Had so much fun in the studio
with @ritaora,” Liam wrote on
Instagram. Rita added, “Our
new single from the #Fifty-
ShadesFreed soundtrack is out
this Friday January 5.

Liam isn’t the first One Di-
rection member to be featured
on one of the movie franchise’s
soundtracks.

Fans will likely remember
the collaboration between Zayn
Malik and Taylor Swift titled “I
Don’t Wanna Live Forever” from
Fifty Shades Darker.

Fresh off their trip to Cabo San Lucas, Justin Bieber and
Selena Gomez worked up a sweat when they attended a Pi-
lates class at Hot Pilates in West Hollywood.

THIS DAY
IN HISTORY

05 JANUARY
1909 - Panama Independent

State: An agreement was
signed on this date between
Columbia, Panama, and
the United States to make
Panama an independent
state. According to one news
source, part of the reason for
the encouraged succession
of Panama is the fact that
Columbia had claims of
damages against the United
States.

1959 - Middle East Cold War
Zone: On this day, President
Dwight D. Eisenhower
established the Middle East as
a Cold War battle ground. This
happened in order to take
action against communism.
One of the additional actions
during this time period was
also to have troops sent
per request of the Lebanon
government. Help was
needed by the Lebanese who
were suffering bouts of civil
national strife. The Middle
East policy to take action that
President Eisenhower had
created was referred to as
the “Eisenhower Doctrine”.
Many people believed in
Eisenhower’s ideals to control
communism while others

disagreed with it.

1981 - YORKSHIRE RIPPER:
A man has been arrested
and appeared in court in
connection to the 13 murders
across West Yorkshire over
the past five years, called by
the tabloids the ( YORKSHIRE
RIPPER ). Peter William
Sutcliffe, of 6 Garden Lane,
Bradford, was charged with
the murder of 20 year old
university student Jacqueline
Hill, who was Kkilled in Leeds
seven weeks ago.

2011 - United States House
of Representatives Taken
Over by Republicans:
The United States House of
Representatives is formally
taken over by the new
Republican majority after the
2010 mid- term elections.
Republican John Boehner
of Ohio became the new
Speaker of the House and
spoke of greater government
accountability. ~ The new
Congress is expected to face
many challenges as issues of
budgetand regulation changes
are set to be addressed.

2012 - Brazil Dam Bursts
Forcing Thousands to
Evacuate: A dam near Campos
de Goytacazes burst after a
series of floods and landslides
and forced the authorities to
try to evacuate thousands of
people before the flooding
became too dangerous.

=

10 life hack’s with
CocaCola

DAVID LALHMACHHUANA

1. Toilet Cleaner: The toilet is probably ev-
eryone’s least favorite area to clean, so it
stands to reason you don’t want to spend a lot
of time trying to remove stains and dirt. Pour a
can of Coke into the toilet bowl and clean with
a toilet wand. The baking soda and acidity of
the Coca-cola remove tough stains easily.

2. Stain remover: If you don’t want to buy
really expensive stain removers, take some
of that Coca-cola and pour it in the wash
along with the detergent. The stains will be
removed and your clothes will be deodor-
ized! All thanks to the carbonic and phos-
phoric acid inside the carbonated drink.

3. Rust fighter: If you want to get rid of the
gross rust then dip that object into a mug
full of fresh coke or if the object is too big
then soak a cloth in coke and try to rub the
rust out. The phosphoric acid in the drink
will cause the corrosion process and the
rust will loosen and can be easily taken off
from the affected object.

4. De-blackens burnt spot: If your pots are

all blackened, pour some of the wonder fizz
into them and let it sit for a few minutes. The
chemicals in the drink will fight the grime
and loosen it, then you can easily scrub it out
and your pots will again be clean and shiny.

5. Cleans windows: With the presence of crit-
ic acid in the coca cola, a bottle of coke can be
used to clean a window and is cheap. Just soak
a cloth with coke and rub it against the place
you wanted to be clean and wallah there you
have it, your first drinkable window cleaner.

6. Remove gum from hair: We have all
been through a time where a gum got stuck
in our hair and we have to get an unwanted
haircut. To avoid this, just pour a little bit of
coke on the gum and you will find that it is

a lot easier to remove the gum and you can
retain your beautiful hairstyle.

7. Odour Killer: Have you ever stepped on a
dog poop or peed on it by an insect and some-
times spraying on perfume does not help you
removing the odor. Just washed the affected
area with coke and the smell will go instantly.
8. Fades out color: Ever been in a situation
where you die or color your hair and some-
times the color becomes darker than you
wanted. Have no fear and save your money
cause you do not need to spend extra bucks
on consulting a hair stylish as coca cola can
be used as a fading agent.

9. Remove marker and pen stains: There
are times when a stain from a marker or
pen got spilled in your white shirt, the only
thought that comes into your mind is you
spoiled your shirt. Coke can be used to re-
move this mark- just dipped the exposed
area with coke for a few minutes and wash
it with soap and water.

10. Soothes an upset stomach: Coca-cola
temporarily relieves nausea, heartburn and
avariety of other stomach ailments. For this
to work, you need to drink a teaspoon of
room temperature flat Coke each hour.
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ARIES: Someone close to you
might not be feeling very well, Ar-
ies, and you might feel the need to
remain nearby and take care of this
person. By all means do this. How-
ever, bear in mind that your empath-
ic abilities are operating at a very
high level today, and therefore you
could actually experience some of
their discomfort. Be sure to protect
yourself psychically by keeping the
white light around you if you want
to avoid feeling ill yourself.

TAURUS: A goal that you may
have been working toward for a
long time might still seem very
distant right now, Taurus. There-
fore, today you could actually
find yourself giving up on it.
This doesn’t imply that what you
want will never happen. In fact,
sometimes letting go of a dream

THE DAY AHEAD

can actually cause it to manifest.
Remember this when you start to
brood on your lack of success so
far. All is not hopeless!

GEMINI: A member of your
household may be having troubles,
Gemini, and therefore you might
consider staying home from work
in order to help them get through
it all. Nonetheless, you have ca-
reer responsibilities that you need
to fulfill. Whether to stay home or
go to work may be a difficult deci-
sion to make today, but be sure you
weigh all possible factors. Proba-
bly your housemate will insist that
all is well and send you to work.
CANCER: An important career
concern could require considerable
effort on your part today in order to
enable you to advance whatever it is
you’re trying to accomplish, Cancer.

At some point during the day, you
may be plagued by doubts as to your
ability to do this. However, don’t let
this cause you to panic. All you need
is to muster a little energy and stay
focused on the task at hand.

LEO: A trip that you wanted to
take may have to be postponed,
Leo, probably for financial reasons.
You’ll want to make the journey in
the company of someone who’s fi-
nancially strapped right now. This
could be disappointing, but remem-
ber that this is only a delay. You’ll
be able to have your vacation at a
later date. Don’t be afraid to start
making the arrangements.

VIRGO: The need to complete
an important task could have you
mustering a far higher level of
self-control than you’re used to,
Virgo. Perseverance and determi-

nation could dominate your mood,
and therefore you could accom-
plish wonders. However, be sure
to take breaks occasionally, and re-
member to relax from time to time.
Above all, don’t be so focused on
your work that you forget to eat.
Your work will only suffer if you
neglect your body. Pace yourself!
LIBRA: A business or romantic
partner could be in a rather schiz-
oid mood today, Libra. You’ll
probably spend a lot of time to-
gether, and during the course of
the day your friend could jump
between enthusiasm and gloom.
This could drive you crazy, as you
won’t know how to respond. All
you can do is make sure all atten-
tion stays focused on the issues at
hand. This changeability should
burn out by the end of the day.

SCORPIO: Generally, you tend to
be rather ingenious where work is
concerned, Scorpio, but today you
may feel that the fountain of inno-
vation has totally dried up. No mat-
ter how hard you try, you probably
won’t be able to muster any new
ideas whatsoever. Chances are your
biorhythms are low, and therefore
your mind is working at a slower
pace than usual. Concentrate on rou-
tine tasks today. By tomorrow your
ingenuity should be back on track.

SAGITTARIUS: A crisis of values
may confront you today, Sagittarius.
Someone you care about might need
you to do something for them that
you don’t feel comfortable doing,
and this could put you in a tough
spot. You probably won’t want to do
it, but your friend needs your help.
Consider every possible contingen-

cy before saying yes or no. Reflect
on how the results could affect both
you and your friend. Only in this
way can you really be fair.

CAPRICORN: Today you might
feel a little gloomy without know-
ing why, Capricorn, and you could
spend a lot of time trying to find a
reason. There probably isn’t any
concrete reason. It’s likely that
you’re simply responding to low
biorhythms. This is, therefore, a
great day to go for a workout. This
way you can get the endorphins go-
ing and feel a lot better by late after-
noon. Then you should actually feel
like going out and having some fun.
AQUARIUS: A close friend or
love partner you haven’t seen for a
while could finally make arrange-
ments to see you, Aquarius. You
therefore could spend much of the

day in a great mood, looking for-
ward to the encounter ahead. You’ll
have a lot of fascinating informa-
tion to share. It might be a good
idea, however, to cut your visit a lit-
tle shorter than you’d like and make
arrangements for another meeting.
Otherwise, you might get too tired.
PISCES: The house might seem
rather empty today, Pisces, as
most of the other members of your
household are probably out and
about. This is, however, a good
time for you to take care of some
projects of your own that you’ve
been putting off. They might be te-
dious and rather boring, but think
how good you’ll feel when they’re
finally done! In the evening you
might entertain some visitors. En-
joy your day.
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