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N  D , F  26 (PTI): A 
ive-judge constitution bench 

of the Supreme Court will 
hear on March 6 a contentious 
issue that had cropped up af-
ter a three-judge bench had 
raised concern over “judicial 
discipline” and propriety aris-
ing due to con licting views of 
different benches of the apex 
court in matters relating to 
land acquisition.

The issue had came to 
fore on February 21 when a 
three-judge bench had virtu-
ally stayed the operation of 
a verdict delivered on Febru-
ary 8 by another three-judge 
bench of the top court, which 
had held that compensation 
not availed within a stipulat-

ed ive year period would not 
be a ground for cancellation 
of land acquisition.

On February 21, the three-
judge bench had observed that 
perhaps there had been a tin-
kering with judicial discipline 
in arriving at a conclusion as 
the issue should have been to 
referred to a larger bench in 
case of difference of opinion, 
as a 2014 verdict passed by 
another three-judge bench 
had held that non-payment 
of compensation would be a 
ground to cancel the land ac-
quisition.

The very next day when 
another matter on the land 
acquisition issue came up for 
hearing before a two-judge 

bench, it had referred the case 
to the Chief Justice of India 
(CJI) for constituting an “ap-
propriate bench” to deal with 
the “piquant” situation that 
had arisen after the February 
21 order.

Now, a ive-judge consti-
tution bench has been set up 
by Chief Justice of India (CJI) 
Dipak Misra to deal with the 
issue.

Besides the CJI, Justices A 
K Sikri, A M Khanwilkar, D Y 
Chandrachud and Ashok Bhu-
shan are part of the bench, 
which would hear the matter 
on March 6.

A three-judge bench head-
ed by Justice Madan B Lokur 
had on February 21 referred 

to the February 8 judgement 
and observed that if “judi-
cial discipline” and propriety 
were not maintained, the in-
stitution will “go forever”.

“Taking all this into con-
sideration, we are of the opin-
ion that it would be appropri-
ate if in the interim and pend-
ing a inal decision on mak-
ing a reference (if at all) to a 
larger bench, the High Courts 
be requested not to deal with 
any cases relating to the in-
terpretation of or concerning 
Section 24 of the Right to Fair 
Compensation and Transpar-
ency in Land Acquisition, Re-
habilitation and Resettlement 
Act, 2013,” the bench had said 
and posted the matter for 

hearing on March 7.
In its February 8 judge-

ment, the apex court with a 
2:1 majority view, had held 
the 2014 verdict of another 
three-judge bench in Pune 
Municipal Corporation case 
was passed without due re-
gard to the law (as per incu-
riam), saying that the land ac-
quired could not be quashed 
due to a delay on part of land 
owners in accepting compen-
sation within ive years due to 
litigation or other reasons.

The court had held that 
once the compensation 
amount for land acquired by a 
government agency has been 
unconditionally tendered but 
the land owner refuses to ac-

cept it, this would amount to 
payment and discharge of ob-
ligation on part of the agency 
and it would not be open to 
the person, who has refused 
compensation, to raise the 
point that since the amount 
has not been deposited in 
court or paid to him, the ac-
quisition has lapsed.

The 2014 verdict was 
rendered unanimously by 
a three-judge bench which 
had held that “the deposit 
of compensation amount 
in the government treasury 
is of no avail and cannot 
be held to be equivalent 
to compensation paid to 
the landowners/persons 
interested”.

Can non-payment of compensation be grounds to cancel land acquisition?

K , F  26 (PTI): 
Former India football 
captain Bhaichung Bhu-
tia today announced his 
decision to quit the Trin-
amool Congress.

The footballer, who 
contested elections twice 
as a Trinamool Congress 
candidate and lost both 

times, took to social media 
to announce his decision.

“As of today I have 
of icially resigned from 
the membership and all 
the of icial and political 
posts of All India Trin-
amool Congress party. I 
am no longer a member 
or associated with any 

political party in India,” 
Bhutia said in a tweet.

Bhutia had unsuc-
cessfully contested the 
2014 Lok Sabha elec-
tions from Darjeeling 
and the 2016 West Ben-
gal Assembly elections 
from Siliguri.

The TMC declined to 

comment on Bhutia re-
signing from the party.

However, sources 
told PTI that Bhutia had 
informed the TMC about 
his decision one month 
ago as he was no longer 
interested in being asso-
ciated with any political 
party.

SAHASHI AAMALA THRILLS ON 3RD DAY 
OF WINTER THEATRE FESTIVAL
GANGTOK, 26 FEB: On the third day of the ongoing Sikkim Winter Theatre Festival being organised by 
the Sikkim Theatre Training Centre in Gangtok, a play based on Bertolt Brecht’s “Mother Courage & her 
Children”, “Sahashi Aamala” [design/direction-Noushad Mohamed Kunju], was staged today at Manan 
Kendra. The festival, on 25 Feb, featured a Bipin Kumar direction, “Aur Ab Nahi”. The play is an adaptation 
of William Shakespeare’s “Romeo and Juliet”.

Bhaichung Bhutia quits 
Trinamool Congress

M , 26 F  (IPR): 
An interactive meeting 
with the Principals and 
Headmasters of various 
schools of North District 
and Of icials of HRDD 
was convened by the 
District Collector North, 
Karma R Bonpo, today. 

The meeting was held 
to ensure effective coor-
dination among the var-
ious stakeholders to im-
prove the quality of edu-
cation in the district and 
ensure effective learning 
outcomes among the 
school students.  

A brainstorming 
session was also held 
to improve the quality 
of learning in English, 
Maths and Science in the 
Government schools of 
the District.

The Meeting was also 
attended by the Joint 
Director, HRDD and the 
team of of icials from the 
HRDD Department.

Among the reason 
why the students fare 
poorly in Maths and Sci-
ence stream was the lack 
of interest and motivation 
on the part of the stu-
dents. Due to the phobia 
generated for the subjects 
the students were not 
motivated to learn. It was 
suggested that the sub-
jects should be taught in 
an interesting manner to 
generate interest. 

The District Collector 
informed that the State 
Government plans to 
launch e-learning mod-
ules such as the one from 
BYJU’s in select schools 
on a pilot basis. The work 
for procurement of the 
same has already started, 
he added. 

He stated that in the 
irst phase, four senior 

secondary schools of the 
district will be connect-
ed by Wimax technolo-
gy to provide internet 

connection. The internet 
connectivity will help 
students access the on-
line repository of infor-
mation and knowledge.

It was suggested that 
for improving the learn-
ing outcomes in English 
language, the primary sec-
tions of the schools should 
be the centre of focus. 

Teacher training on 
effective teaching must 
be made compulsory to 
all teachers and the nurs-
ery system should be 
further institutionalized 
and strengthened. An ef-
fective coordination be-
tween ICDS schemes and 
HRDD should be ensured 
so that the pre-schools 
children are given the 
right inputs before they 
enter Class I.

The District Collec-
tor assured all help in 
setting-up libraries in all 
primary and junior high 
schools and directed the 

Head Masters to ensure ef-
fective use of such facilities. 

He stated that schools 
should also focus on the 
extra co-curricular activ-
ities of the students and 
stated the District will 
hold various events like 
Essay, Debate and Paint-
ing Competition contests. 

He also informed that 
a District level science 
fair will be held in coordi-
nation with the HRDD De-
partment. In order to mo-
tivate the teacher, the Dis-
trict will institute three 
awards for best teachers 
from the primary, junior 
and secondary level.

The Joint Director 
HRDD reviewed the posi-
tion of teaching and non 
teaching staff and status 
of text books in all the 
schools. 

A Powerpoint Pre-
sentation on the Report 
of the National Achieve-

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 26 F :

In an effort to recognize 
the efforts of the un-

known faces in the com-
munity who often ly 
unrecognized under the 
radar, yet deliver huge 
and positive impact ev-
ery day, the executive 
committee members of 
South District Admin-
istration have select-
ed linemen of Energy 
& Power Department 
[South] as ‘Employees 
of the Month’ for the 
month of March, a press 
release from the South 
District Collector’s of ice 
informs.

“We would like to show 
our appreciation to our 
lineman Daju and Bhais for 
their relentless and self-
less service. We would like 
to thank them for taking 
control of such challenging 
conditions to the extent of 
risking their lives. To raise 
awareness of the power-

ful yet unfelt presence of 
these ordinary men doing 
extraordinary feats, we 
choose them as the Em-
ployees of the Month.

The next time you see 
your mobile fully charged, 

geyser on and some-
where you hear Arnob 
Goswami screaming-The 
Nation wants to know, be 
assured your next door 
lineman daju is in your 
service,” the release adds.

The South District 
Administration has ex-
tended gratitude to the 
linemen fraternity of 
Energy & Power Depart-
ment for doing their job 
with dedication.

Linemen Dajus & Bhais are South Sikkim’s
Employees of the Month 

NORTH TAKES STOCK OF EDUCATION IN GOVT SCHOOLS

E-learning modules and libraries
soon to boost learning

turn to pg02

Weather wet 
blanket on 
test light 
to Pakyong 
Airport
SUMMIT REPORT
P , 26 F :

Unfavourable weath-
er conditions led to 

the test light planned for 
the Pakyong Airport to be 
cancelled today. Airport 
Director, Airport Author-
ity of India, Pakyong, R 
Manjunatha, informs that 
the test light has been 
postponed to the near fu-
ture when suitable weath-
er conditions prevail.

NIRMAL MANGAR
G , 26 F : 

Political parties of Sikkim have 
welcomed the decision of foot-

baller Bhaichung Bhutia to quit the 
All India Trinamool Congress. (de-
tails on pg01)

Soon after Bhaichung’s an-
nouncement, a tweet was post-
ed by Union Minister of State for 
Home, Kiran Rijjiju stating that the 
resignation “was expected”.

He tweeted, “Bhaichung resig-
nation was expected. He holds a 
high regards for Mamta Banerjee 
but is dif icult to cope with the 

situation. He wants to do more for 
Sikkim and Football.”

The spokesperson of Sikkim 
Democratic Front, KT Gyalsten, 
said it is the Bhaichung’s person-
al decision and that the party has 
nothing to say.

“It would be the people who 
will decide eventually as they 
reign supreme in democracy,” 
said Mr Gyalsten when asked 
how the politics of Sikkim would 
be affected if Bhaichung joins 
state politics now.

Similarly, Bikash Basnet, the 
Secretary for Press and Publicity 
of Sikkim Krantikari Morcha said, 
“We don’t have to say anything on 
Bhaichung quitting TMC as in de-
mocracy everyone enjoys the lib-
erty to join or quit political parties. 
However, Sikkim needs a young 

Sikkim  politicians welcome
Bhaichung’s decision
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ment Survey 2017  GOI 
for Class VI and  Class VIII 
was made and the gener-
al  Academic Performance 
of students in the District 
was discussed.

It was informed that 
the Girls Senior Second-
ary School at Mangan 
will be open soon. He 
also informed that res-
idential Hostel to facil-
itate students from far 
lung areas of the district 

was started in Singhik 
Secondary School with 
the support of Teesta 
Urja Limited and others 
like Passingdong Lum 
and Pentong have been 
made operational by the 
State Government. 

During the meeting 
a brief introduction of 
Rupantar (Zero invest-
ment) initiative was also 
provided. 

The School Safety 
guidelines regarding di-
saster management was 
also discussed and it was 
directed that all school 
heads should come up 
with a disaster man-
agement plans of their 
schools. 

E-learning 
modules and 
libraries
soon to boost 
learning
Contd from pg01

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 26 F :

A Sikkim Krantikari 
Morcha team led by 

its constituency-level 
general secretary, BB Gu-
rung, and accompanied 
by other members of 
Chujachen constituency 
toured Upper Biring in 

East Sikkim today. 
The team inspected 

the under construction 
house of a couple of the 
area, Amber Rai and Dil 
Maya Rai, under the CM-
RHM scheme, informs an 
SKM press release.

The release informs 
that despite their house 

being damaged by the 
earthquake of 18 Sept 
2011, the family did not 
get any house under the 
REDRH scheme. However, 
as the 2014 election ap-
proached, a house under 
CMRHM was allotted to 
Amber Rai [husband] but 
the house has not been 

constructed till date.
Another house under 

CMRHM was again allot-
ted to the family, now in 
the name of the wife, Dil 
Maya Rai, ahead of the 
2017 Panchayat election, 
the release contends. The 
construction of the sec-
ond allotment was start-

ed but has been left un-
attended with only three 
posts in place.

SKM has demanded 
that the concerned de-
partment immediately 
complete the construc-
tion of Ms Rai’s house so 
that her family can have 
one house to live in.

Two houses allotted to one family, not
even one completed, SKM alleges 

SRP to 
celebrate 
its 2nd 
Foundation 
Day in 
Singtam
YOGEN THATAL
S , 26 F :

Sikkim Republican 
Party [SRP] is all set 

to celebrate its second 
Foundation Day here 
on 27 Feb. More than 
3m000 SRP supporters 
are expected to be in 
attendance for the cel-
ebration, informs SRP 
president, KB Rai. The 
celebration is scheduled 
to be hosted in the space 
in front of the Singtam 
Police Station.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 26 F :

A meeting of the 
Sikkim unit of 

Bharatiya Janta Party 
was held under the 
chairmanship of the State 
president, DB Chauhan, 
at the party zonal of ice 
in Singtam today. The 
meeting discussed and 

decided to strengthen the 
organizational structure 
of Bharatiya Janta Yuwa 
Morcha and increase 
the pace of its outreach 
programme, informs a 
BJP press release.

The release adds that 
the meeting dissolved 
the working committee 
of South district and 

relieved general 
secretaries LR Gurung, 
Bhim Kumari Sharma 
and AL Rai from their 
responsibilities.

The meeting has 
also decided to cele-
brate the 38th Founda-
tion Day of BJP on 06 
Apr this year in a grand 
manner and invite peo-

ple through a door-to-
door campaign. 

The members also 
extended gratitude to the 
representatives from po-
litical parties, social or-
ganizations and civil so-
ciety for their participa-
tion in the recent dharna 
held on 24 and 25 Feb in 
Gangtok.

BJP dissolves South district
working committee 

D /M , F  26 
(PTI): As anxious crowds 
milled around her Mum-
bai home and stars visit-
ed the family to pay their 
condolences, a Dubai pa-
per today reported that 
Bollywood superstar 
Sridevi was getting ready 
for dinner with husband 
Boney Kapoor when she 
suffered a cardiac arrest.

Uncertainty over 
when the body would ar-
rive and the many ques-
tions surrounding her 
sudden death in Dubai 
late Saturday intensi ied 
as the day progressed.

Boney and Sridevi, 
54, were in Dubai to at-
tend nephew Mohit Mar-
wah’s wedding.

While most of the 
extended family as well 
as Boney and younger 
daughter Khushi had re-
turned, Sridevi decided 
to stay back. The elder 
daughter, Jahnvi, was in 
Mumbai to complete a 
shooting schedule.

Some details of what 
may have happened 
were pieced together by 
the Khaleej Times news-
paper, which quoted 
sources as saying that the 
matter was under police 
investigation.

According to the 
newspaper, an Indian 
Consulate of icial and 
a family member were 
called inside the morgue 
today afternoon.

On Saturday, Boney, 
who produced “Mr India”, 
which gave Sridevi one 
of her most remembered 
roles, lew back to Dubai 
to surprise his wife with a 
dinner, the paper reported.

He reached the Ju-
meirah Emirates Towers 
Hotel around 5.30pm 
(Dubai time) and woke 
her up and they chatted 
for about 15 minutes, the 
report said.

Sridevi then went 
to the bathroom to get 
ready. When she didn’t 
come out for 15 min-

utes, Boney knocked on 
the door. He did not get 
any response and forced 
open the door, to ind her 
lying motionless in the 
bathtub that was full of 
water.

“He tried to revive 
her and when he could 
not, he called a friend 
of his. After that, he in-
formed the police at 9 
pm,” Khaleej Times quot-
ed a source as saying.

The police and para-
medics rushed to the site, 
but she was pronounced 
dead. Her body was tak-
en to the General Depart-
ment of Forensic Medi-
cine for an autopsy.

The body of the late 
actor, who embodied su-
perstardom in the 1980s 
and 1990s in what was a 
hugely male dominated in-
dustry, is expected to reach 
Mumbai late today after 
authorities in Dubai con-
clude all the formalities.

Back home, fans, fam-
ily and friends were still 
trying to come to grips 
with what had happened.

While crowds hung 
around Boney and Sri-
devi’s empty Lokhand-
wala home, many ce-
lebrities visited Boney’s 
brother, Anil Kapoor’s 
residence, to offer their 
condolences.

The couple’s daugh-
ters, Khushi and Jhan-
vi, are at Anil Kapoor’s 
home, waiting for some 
news.

Amongst those who 
visited Anil Kapoor’s bun-
galow were Farah Khan, 
Farhan Akhtar, Tabu, Sa-
roj Khan, Ritesh Sidhwani 
and Honey Irani.

Sridevi’s stepson 
Arjun Kapoor as well 
as Rekha, Rani Muker-
ji, Karan Johar, Manish 
Malhotra, Shilpa Shetty, 
Nikhil Dwivedi, Anupam 
Kher and Ishaan Khat-
ter, co-star of Sridevi’s 
daughter Jhanvi’s debut 
ilm “Dhadak”, also called 

on the Kapoors last night.

Sridevi getting ready
for dinner with husband 

when she suffered cardiac
arrest: report

WANGCHUK BHUTIA
M , 26 F :

Sneha Kinetic Power 
Project Limited or-

ganised a free health 
camp at Phodong Senior 
Secondary School in 
North Sikkim on 24 Feb. 
280 people from in and 

around Phodong attend-
ed the camp.

The programme was 
inaugurated by Sub Divi-
sional Magistrate, Kabi, 
TD Denzongpa, in the 
presence of Principal of 
Phodong SSS, Panchayats 
of Rongong-Tumlong GPU, 

staff of Phodong Primary 
Health Sub Centre, Pho-
dong Police and students.

A paramedical team 
from Central Referral Hos-
pital, Gangtok, attended to 
the walk-ins and distribut-
ed free medicines for vari-
ous ailments.

Free health camp held 
at Phodong School

politician like Bhaichung 
but he should be precise 
in selecting the political 
party which he wants to 
join in Sikkim.”

The President of Sik-
kim Rajya Manch Party, 
RN Chamling said he wel-
comed the decision.

“We are hopeful he 
will give good leadership 
in Sikkim by joining any 
of the political parties,” he 
said.

Likewise, the state 
President of BJP DB 
Chauhan hinted that BJP 
would be keen to have 
Bhaichung.

“We cannot con irm 
but we are hopeful that 
Bhaichung Bhutia can 
join state BJP,” said Mr 
Chauhan.

Contd from pg01

Sikkim  
politicians 
welcome
Bhaichung’s 
decision...
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DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION 
AND PUBLIC RELATIONS
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM

SOOCHANA BHAWAN
CORRIGENDUM

Tender Notice bearing R.O. No. 589/IPR/
PUB/Classi/17-18 date 23/02/2018 of Infor-
mation and Public Relations Department pub-
lished in Summit Times and Samay Dainik on 
24/02/2018 and in Sikkim Herald on 23/02/2018 
may be read as 17th March 2018 instead of 10th 
December 2018 or 10th March 2018.

In Sl. No. 2, size of the Sikkim Today may be 
read as 7.9 x 10.63 inches, which was published 
in centimetres in Summit Times and Samay 
Dainik on 25/02/2018.

Sd/-
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR [PUBLICATION]

INFORMATION AND PUBLIC 
RELATIONS DEPARTMENT

R.O. No: 595/IPR/PUB/Classi/17-18  Date: 26/02/2018

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 26 F :

Everyone loves trav-
elling, but only few 

travel without think-
ing about the inancial 
crunch it serves on our 
budget. Among these 
rare people is 18-year-
old Pranaal Khatri from 
Kutch district of Gujarat 
who is currently travel-
ling the country without 
any money in his pockets.

“Since my school 
days, I wanted to do 
something different and 
adventurous in my life 
and random thoughts 
came into my mind those 
days. So I took a break af-
ter completing my class 
XII last year and decided 
to travel India without 
money,” he shared.

Pranaal reached 
Gangtok on 23 Feb from 
Ranchi. He shares his 
idea and experiences of 
his travel so far.

After convincing his 
parents to travel with-
out money, he started 
his journey on 25 Nov 
last year from Rajasthan. 

He has already travelled 
to Punjab, Himachal 
Pradesh, Chandigarh, 
Haryana, Uttrakhand, 
Delhi, Uttar Pradesh and 
Ranchi with just a tent, 
sleeping bag and some 
essential things in his 
backpack.

“It took me four 
months to convince my 
parents for this travel-
ling. I am constantly in 

touch with them over the 
phone and they are hap-
py with my initiative,” he 
said.

He mentioned that 
travelling includes trans-
portation, food and ac-
commodation expenses.

“I do hitchhiking for 
transportation and take 
food whoever offers me 
and sleep outside and 
hostels by doing volun-

tary works,” he said.
He stated that in-

spired by his ideas, many 
have offered him food 
and hostels and to stay in 
their vehicles.

“I have faced good 
and bad times during my 
travel but I have been en-
joying and learning from 
every moment,” he said.

He shared that Sikkim 
was not on his list for this 

time but another traveller 
gave him lift till Sikkim 
from Ranchi impressed 
with his idea of travelling 
without money.

“There is a difference 
between a traveler and 
a tourist. I am a travel-
er and I prefer to meet 
more people to know 
about their stories and 
experiences than to visit 
tourist interest places,” 
he said.

Pranaal is leaving for 
Nepal tomorrow morning.

“I will come again 
back to Sikkim from Ne-
pal and then will cover 
other North-Eastern 
States,” he shared.

He has targeted to 
travel the country within 
a span of two years.

“I want to inspire 
youths to do whatever 
they love. I also want to 
spread the message of 
humanity and love and 
to show that people are 
really helpful,” he shared.

He plans to write 
about his travel experi-
ences in the future to in-
spire the youths.

Pranaal Khatri of Kutch travels the country
with no money in his pockets

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 26 F :

Online magazine and youth 
forum, Wandering Souls of 

Sikkim [WSOS], organised an inter-
college scholastic competition on 
25 Feb at SDF Bhawan in Gangtok. 

Quiz, elocution and motivation-
al sessions for the students were a 
part of the daylong event which 
had the participation of 12 col-
leges from across the State, a press 
release informs.

Department of Humanities 
and Social Sciences of Sikkim Ma-

nipal University were adjudged 
winners of the overall competi-
tion followed by Sikkim Govern-
ment College, Tadong securing 
the second position.

Participants from Sikkim Gov-
ernment Science College bagged 
both the top positions in the elocu-
tion competition which was judged 
by Assistant Professor [SU], Binod 
Bhattarai, and Research Scholar 
& Wildlife Conservationist, Sunita 
Khatiwara.

The programme also had the 
presence of former SLA Speaker, 

KT Gyalsten, Zilla Up-Adhyaksha, 
East, Sharmila Chettri, represen-
tatives of SDF Student Front, Tashi 
Gyatso Bhutia, Milan Chettri and 
Ves Raj Sharma, SUSA president, 
Lalit Pokhrel.

The WSOS members have ex-
tended gratitude to their patrons 
and sponsors for their continu-
ous support and have assured to 
continue working ahead with the 
objective of providing a mean-
ingful forum of engagement and 
performance to the young minds 
of Sikkim.

WSOS conducts inter-college
scholastic competition

G , 26 F  [IPR]: 
A new State Press Ac-
creditation Committee 
[SPAC] for Sikkim for 
2018-19 and 2019-20 
was constituted during a 
meeting of the of icers of 
the Information & Public 
Relations Department, 
chaired by Special Sec-
retary/ Director, Sherap 
Shenga, here at Soochna 
Bhawan today.

The SPAC is constitut-
ed by the Government of 
Sikkim to have uniform 
and standard procedure 
for issue of Accredita-
tion/Press Cards to Jour-
nalists through the IPR 
Department. 

The Accreditation is-
sued by the Department 
enables news media 
representatives to ac-
cess information in the 
government and also to 
news materials, written 
or pictorial released by 
the IPR Department and/
or other agencies of the 
Government of Sikkim.

It was decided in the 
meet that the new Com-

mittee will have Principal 
Secretary [IPR Depart-
ment] as Chairperson, 
Special Secretary cum Di-
rector [IPR Department] 
as Member Secretary 
and District Information 
Of icer, East [IPR Depart-
ment], Bhim Rawat [Ed-
itor, Swatantra Manch & 
former President, Press 
Club of Sikkim], Bishal 
Gurung [Bureau Chief, 
Hindustan Samachar, 
News Agency], Shekhar 
Khawas [Correspondent, 
Himalaya Darpan Dai-
ly] and Sushma Chettri 
[Editor, Janayug Week-
ly & General Secretary, 
Sikkim Mahila Patrakar 
Sangh] as Members.

The names of the 
new members were rec-
ommended by the Press 
Club of Sikkim and there-
after approved by the IPR 
Department. The SPAC 
once constituted shall 
function for a period of 
two years from the date 
of its irst meeting and 
will continue to function 
till it is reconstituted.

New Press
Accreditation

Committee 
formed 

CS row: Del 
govt mulling 
live streaming 
of meets, 
Employees 
demands 
apology, 
action against 
CM, Dy
N  D , F  26 (PTI): 
The row over the alleged 
attack on Delhi chief sec-
retary by AAP MLAs today 
intensi ied with govern-
ment employees demand-
ing action “as per law” 
against Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal and his 
deputy Manish Sisodia in 
the case, even as the AAP 
dispensation mulled live 
streaming of all meetings 
of its ministers.

Digging their heels 
in, the of icers, including 
those from IAS and DAN-
ICS, said they will contin-
ue to communicate with 
ministers only in writing 
until Kejriwal and Sisodia 
give a public apology over 
the alleged incident at the 
chief minister’s residence 
on the intervening night 
of February 19 and 20.

In a resolution, the 
Joint Forum of Delhi Gov-
ernment Employees also 
rejected mediation by Del-
hi minister Rajender Pal 
Gautam, the peacemak-
er” appointed by the AAP 
government, who said the 
attitude of of icers “is not 
correct” and “they should 
show a positive response 
to government efforts to 
end the current crisis”. 
Meanwhile, the AAP, which 
has alleged that its min-
ister Imran Hussain and 
Delhi Dialogue Commis-
sion’s Vice Chairman Ash-
ish Khetan were assaulted, 
sent a delegation to Delhi 
Police Commissioner Am-
ulya Patnaik to demand 
“justice” for its leaders and 
action in the cases.

The delegation, which 
included AAP leader 
Ashutosh and party MP 
Sanjay Singh, told report-
ers that they gave Pat-
naik “video evidence” of 
the “assaults” that took 
place on February 20 at 
the Delhi Secretariat.

Ashutosh claimed that 
police were prompt in 
taking action against AAP 
MLAs Prakash Jarwal and 
Amanatullah Khan -- for 
allegedly assaulting chief 
secretary Anshu Prakash 
- though there was no evi-
dence against them.

“The AAP MLAs 
were arrested though he 
(Prakash) produced no 
evidence. What about the 
life threatening attacks on 
Delhi minister Imran Hus-
sain and DDA vice-chair-
man Ashish Khetan, who 
enjoys the rank of cabi-
net minister,” Ashutosh 
asked. Amid the standoff 
with the bureaucracy, the 
Delhi government today 
said it is now mulling live 
streaming of all meetings 
of its ministers.

A senior govern-
ment of icial said that 
as per the plan, live feed 
of meetings with audio 
output will be available 
on a web site, and if the 
proposal is passed, funds 
will be allocated for it in 
the upcoming budget.

N  D , F  26 
(PTI): The HRD Minis-
try has decided to seek 
suggestions from various 
stakeholders on which 
portions of the NCERT 
curriculum can be done 
away with to reduce the 
burden on students as 
the current syllabus was 

only making them exam-
ination driven, minister 
Prakash Javadekar said 
today.

The reduction of syl-
labus to up to half will 
be done in the next two 
to three years and the 
curriculum will be re-
vamped to include phys-

ical education, value edu-
cation and life skills edu-
cation, the Union Human 
Resource Development 
Minister said here.

“We have asked 
NCERT to evaluate the 
present curriculum and 
decide what can be done 
away with and what can 

be retained.
“The Ministry will 

put out this week on its 
website the request for 
suggestions from teach-
ers, parents, educational 
experts, students and all 
concerned stakeholders 
in the ield of education 

HRD Ministry to seek suggestions for NCERT 
curriculum to reduce burden on students

turn to pg05
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A Day for Sikkim
Subjects

28 Feb to deliberate on issues 
of identity and belonging

There is still a day to go, and so we return to another 
idea that we have been plugging for a while - Sik-

kim should consider observing 28 February as Sikkim 
Subjects’ Day to mark the signi icance that this date 
bears for Sikkim Subjects and the moment it could 
celebrate. To recap, it was on 29 February 2008 that 
the then Union Finance Minister had introduced an 
amendment to the Income Tax Act which allowed for 
Income Tax exemption for all “Sikkimese” from all in-
comes earned in the State. 2008 was a Leap Year, and 
since it will be too long a wait to mark occasion only 
once every four years, the suggestion that the Day be 
celebrated on the 28th of February every year. And 
this celebration not because Sikkimese were exempt-
ed from paying Income Tax, but more importantly be-
cause this was the irst time that “Sikkimese” were of-
icially de ined by the Union Government in an of icial 

document and Sikkim Subjects formally recognized as 
a unique population group of Sikkim. 

The wording of the exemption was as special. The 
exemption was extended to all “Sikkimese”, an identi-
ty explained in a footnote as those with their names 
are included in the Sikkim Subjects Register and their 
descendents. It was a historic development and one 
without any recent precedence in the country be-
cause special treatment was announced for “a people” 
collectively, and not divided by community, caste, or 
religious denominations or economic privation. For 
Sikkim, the Centre had reiterated the individuality 
of “Sikkim Subjects”. Interestingly, neither the 8 May 
Tripartite Agreement of 1973, nor even Article 371F, 
makes any speci ic mention of “Sikkim Subjects”. Delhi 
has never really acknowledged the people of Sikkim 
as a uniform group unbothered with ethnicities or 
castes and even leaders here have acquired the rheto-
ric which speaks of the people of Sikkim as belonging 
to the three ethnic communities of Bhutia, Lepcha and 
Nepali (and now also the plainsfolk). Sikkim might 
claim the three communities to be united, but the seg-
regation is obvious in how the references are made. Of 
course, even this Bhutia-Lepcha-Nepali coinage came 
into currency primarily with the Tripartite Agreement 
of 1973 and continued to remain in circulation since 
then. These were always the underlying demarcations 
on which the Sikkimese were slotted. Of late, as men-
tioned earlier, the Byapari have been added in the mix 
as Old Settlers, but the point remains that the State is 
too small for such divisions and it is ironic that this 
message had to be driven home with an amendment 
of the same Bill which in 1994 had cleaved Sikkim into 
perhaps its deepest ever communal divisions. It then 
took 14 years since that tumultuous confusion for In-
come Tax exemption to inally be extended to the Sik-
kimese as one people.

As far as the I-T exemption is concerned, it was 
citizenship [Sikkimese Citizenship] which earned ex-
emption, nothing else. The exemption can be looked 
at as a reward for everyone who decided to take on 
the risks of becoming subjects to a King because they 
loved the land or were so completely invested in it 
that they did not consider any other option. Of course, 
like is the case with every privilege, there are sections 
which have been left out. For instance, Sikkim’s old 
settlers from the business community would have met 
the criteria for becoming Sikkim Subjects when it was 
irst promulgated in 1961, but who decided not to be-

come Sikkimese at that time. In that sense, those who 
arrived in Sikkim after the Old Settlers, but decided to 
become Sikkimese enjoy more privileges and exemp-
tions than families of older antiquity in the State. In 
a way, the extension of special treatment also makes 
one wonder whether questions of identity and belong-
ing are purely emotional or do material bene its and 
sops drive the passion? But then again, irrespective of 
the motivation, the claims and arguments cannot be 
ignored. 

So, when the suggestion is loated that 28 Febru-
ary be celebrated as Sikkim Subjects’ Day, it is more 
for people to discuss and deliberate issues of identi-
ty, belonging and history, not celebrate parochial and 
insular takes on what being Sikkimese means, which, 
unfortunately, seems to be the jingoism which domi-
nates the public domain.

WRITE US: Readers are invited to 
comment on, criticise, run down, even 
appreciate if they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ 
indecorous language and personal 
attacks, except when against people 
responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be 
ignored. Letters which carry forward a 
conversation or initiate a dialogue will 
command immediate attention and 
receive prominence.  
Mail us at: letters@summittimes.com

FUSCHIA SIROIS
theonversation.com

How many times have 
you been told that 

something great will hap-
pen as long as you be-
lieve it is possible? From 
pop psychology books to 
self-improvement seminars 
and blogs, there’s a lot of 
hype surrounding the ad-
vantages of positive think-
ing. And there’s certainly 
some evidence behind it 
– a large body of work sug-
gests that being optimistic 
reaps a number of positive 
rewards, including better 
health and wellbeing.

But what about the peo-
ple who tend to see the glass as half 
empty rather than half full? Is being 
pessimistic always such a bad thing? 
Actually, the latest research suggests 
that some forms of pessimism may 
have bene its.

Pessimism isn’t just about nega-
tive thinking. Personality science has 
revealed it also includes a focus on 
outcomes – that is what you expect 
will happen in the future. While op-
timists expect positive outcomes will 
happen more often than not, pessi-
mists expect negative outcomes are 
more likely.

There is a particular type of pes-
simist, the “defensive pessimist”, 
who takes this negative thinking to 
a whole new level and actually har-
nesses it as a means for reaching 
their goals. Research has shown that 
this way of thinking can not only help 
them succeed, but also bring some 
rather unexpected rewards. Howev-
er, the other main form of pessimism, 
which involves simply blaming one-
self for negative outcomes, has less 
positive effects.
PERFORMANCE AND CONFIDENCE
But how does defensive pessimism 
actually work and what bene its can 
you expect to get out of it? Research-
ers suggest that defensive pessimism 
is a strategy that people who are anx-
ious use to help them manage their 

anxiety, which might otherwise make 
them want to run in the opposite di-
rection of their goal rather than pur-
sue it.

The crucial factor is setting low 
expectations for the outcome of a par-
ticular plan or situation – like expect-
ing that you won’t get hired after a job 
interview – and then envisioning the 
details of everything that might pos-
sibly go wrong to make these worst-
case scenarios a reality. This gives the 
defensive pessimist a plan of action 
to ensure that any imagined mishaps 
won’t actually happen – such as prac-
tising for the interview and getting 
there early.

The bene its of defensive pessi-
mism also extends to actual perfor-
mance. One study shows that this has 
everything to do with negative mood. 
When prompted to be in a good mood, 
defensive pessimists performed poor-
ly on a series of word puzzles. Howev-
er, when they were put in bad mood, 
by being instructed to imagine how 
a scenario might have negative out-
comes, they performed signi icantly 
better. This suggests that they harness 
their negative mood to motivate them-
selves to perform better. 

Pessimism can also be more 
beneficial than optimism in situ-
ations where you are waiting for 
news about an outcome and there 
is no opportunity to influence the 

outcome (such as waiting for the re-
sults of a job interview). When the 
outcome is not as good as optimists 
had hoped for, they take a bigger hit 
to their wellbeing and experience 
greater disappointment and nega-
tive mood than do your garden-va-
riety pessimists.

Strangely, this type of pessimism 
can even help boost con idence. In 
one study that followed students 
throughout their university years, 
those who were defensive pessi-
mists experienced signi icantly high-
er levels of self-esteem compared to 
other anxious students. In fact, their 
self-esteem rose to almost the levels 
of the optimists over the four years of 
the study. This may be due to increas-
es in the defensive pessimists’ con i-
dence to anticipate and successfully 
avoid the negative outcomes they 
imagined.

HEALTH
The defensive pessimist’s strategy of 
being prepared to prevent negative 
outcomes can also have some very 
real health bene its. Although these 
individuals will worry more about 
getting ill during an outbreak of an 
infectious disease compared to op-
timists, they are also more likely to 
take preventive action. For example, 
they might frequently wash their 
hands and seek medical care prompt-
ly when they experience any unusual 

symptoms.
When pessimists be-

come chronically ill, their 
negative view of the future 
may be more realistic and 
encourage the sort of be-
haviours that healthcare 
professionals recommend 
for managing their illness. I 
conducted a study with two 
groups of people – those 
with either in lammatory 
bowel disease (IBD) or ar-
thritis – and asked them to 
rate their future health on 
a simple scale ranging from 
poor to excellent. Because 
both arthritis and IBD are 
long-term health condi-
tions that often worsen 

over time you wouldn’t expect people 
to think their health would improve 
that much in the future.

However, those who were opti-
mists still rated their health as im-
proving in the future, whereas the 
pessimists saw their health as getting 
worse in the future. Taking this view 
may lead pessimists to engage in the 
types of coping strategies necessary 
to manage symptoms such as pain. 
Having said that, this bene it may be 
best realised when there is at least 
some optimism that such strategies 
will actually work.

The key difference that separates 
defensive pessimists from other indi-
viduals who think negatively – such 
as those who are simply anxious or 
depressed – is the way they cope. 
Whereas people tend to use avoid-
ance to cope with anticipated prob-
lems when they are feeling anxious 
or depressed, defensive pessimists 
use their negative expectations to 
motivate them to take active steps to 
feel prepared and be more in control 
over outcomes.

So being a pessimist isn’t neces-
sarily bad – though you may irritate 
others. Ultimately, it’s what you do 
with that pessimism that matters. 

[the writer is Reader in Health 
Psychology, University of Shef ield]

The surprising bene its
of being a pessimist

Seeing the glass as half empty may inspire some people to ill it up.

ADAM DE PAOR EVANS
theconversation.com

At the Brit Awards grime artist Stormzy won 
both best British male and best British album. 

But it was his acutely insurgent performance at 
the close of the live BBC broadcast that really got 
people talking.

Amid the usual glitz, glamour and perfect life-
styles portrayed at such events, Stormzy delivered 
a powerful and passionate verse that built up to a 
direct challenge to Teresa May:

Yo Teresa May, where’s the money for Grenfell?
What, you thought we just forgot about Gren-

fell?
You criminals and you’ve got the cheek to call 

us savages
You should do some jail time, you should pay 

some damages
This is not the irst time Stormzy has exploited 

a media platform to state his position on the Gren-
fell disaster, which claimed the lives of 71 people 
in June 2017. At Glastonbury festival last summer 
he criticised the May government’s response to 
the tragedy, while he also featured on the Grenfell 
charity single.

Grime music provides a means for the younger 
black generation to deliver irst-hand experiences 
and express their anger toward the disparity of 
social and political structures. The MCs of grime 
have developed a strong vocal position and style 
of their own over the past 
15 years.

Since the early nough-
ties, the genre has ma-
tured into the UK’s princi-
pal expression of rap cul-
ture, but its cultural roots 
are irmly anchored in the 
urban sounds of British 
hip hop pioneers proli ic 
at the turn of the 1990s. 
Artists such as London 
Posse, Katch 22, and MC 
Mell‘O’ embraced their 
own accents and vernacu-
lar, and developed the irst 
true sounds of UK hip hop 
coupled with a strong so-
cio-political agenda.

These artists drew 

upon African and African-Caribbean heritage 
and the context of living in Britain, sonically in-
spired by reggae sound systems and the power of 
American hip hop. Tracks including London Pos-
se’s Live Like the Other Half Do, Katch 22’s Final 
Judgement, and Subtraction by MC Mell’O’ carried 
messages of awareness about one’s cultural histo-
ry and identity, and the blatant racism and police 
harassment regularly suffered by black British 
people.

    Another day of racist police brutality
    And this reality is changed my personality
This voice of revolutionary UK hip hop may 

have remained too underground and marginal to 
permeate mainstream media and have much im-
pact on broader society, but it has had a lasting 
in luence on the grime MCs of today.

MCS CONTROL THEIR OWN MESSAGE
Grime is immediate – and it is its closeness to its 
audience that supports the dissemination of the 
new voices of working-class black culture. An 
artist’s output can be delivered, captured and 
presented within minutes to an almost limitless 
audience – and established artists such as Skepta, 
Wiley and Fekky draw literally millions of You-
Tube views and Soundcloud hits.

By embracing the speed and impact of social 
media, music production and everyday sonic tech-
nologies, grime MCs take a lead from Afrofutur-
ist thought to frame their position within the so-

cio-political context of present-day Britain.
The big grime artists are paving the way for 

more MCs to convey their own message, often an-
chored in the veracity of working-class life. The 
luid delivery of Octavian, and emerging “UK drill” 

stars such as K-Trap and Zone 2, extend much of 
the vexations expressed by their predecessors, 
and are also gaining huge hits online.

It is here these new voices have subverted the 
tradition of media representation. Grime extends 
past the metropolis – and MCs in the north such 
as Afghan Dan epitomise the working-class nature 
of this genre. During a Noisey YouTube special 
on Blackpool’s grime scene, and on the question 
of broader talent in the city, Afghan Dan replies: 
“That’s survival. That’s what you see there. You 
know, families are devastated by drugs and drink. 
That’s what happens.” With more than 5m views, 
the video shows the messages of the marginal can 
no longer be ignored by mainstream.

Through its success as a music and its modes 
of delivery, the narratives carried by grime artists 
are bringing the issues directly to a much broader 
audience. In turn, this is contributing to a seismic 
shift in public discourse, illustrated by the posi-
tive reaction to Stormzy’s Grenfell comments.

This is no longer about how grime artists 
might be heard by the British media – we’re past 
that point. Now it is about how artists, society and 
the media ensure that the arrival of these new 

voices is main-
tained and de-
veloped to make 
real social and 
political change.

[the writer 
is Principal 
Lecturer in 

Cultural Theo-
ry / Research 

and Innovation 
Lead, School of 

Art, Design and 
Fashion, Faculty 

of Culture and 
the Creative 

Industries, Uni-
versity of Cen-

tral Lancashire]

Grime artists cannot be ignored– and it will 
mean a seismic shift in public discourse
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S /K , F  26 (PTI): 
The stage is set for tomorrow’s 
crucial Assembly elections in the 
two north-eastern states of Me-
ghalaya and Nagaland.

Polling will be held between 7 
am and 4 pm, except in some poll-
ing stations of the interior districts 
of Nagaland, where the process is 
scheduled to conclude at 3 pm.

The two states have a 60-mem-
ber House each, but voting will be 
held for 59 constituencies in both.

In Meghalaya, the election has 
been countermanded in William-
nagar in the wake of the killing of 
NCP candidate Jonathone N Sang-
ma in an IED blast in East Garo 
Hills district on February 18.

In Nagaland, NDPP chief 
Neiphiu Rio has been declared 
elected unopposed from the 
Northern Angami-II constituency.

The results of the polls in the 
two states, along with that of Tri-
pura, will be declared on March 3.

A high-decibel campaign for 
the polls in the two states came to 
an end last evening.

Buoyed by the formation of gov-
ernments in Assam, Manipur and 
Arunachal Pradesh, the BJP is mak-
ing a determined bid to expand its 
footprint in the north-east.

For the Congress, the poll out-
come in Meghalaya is particularly 
signi icant as it has been ruling the 
state for the last 10 years.

But this time, the BJP is leaving 
no stone unturned to throw the 
Congress out of power and add 
Meghalaya into its kitty.

Political observers are keen-
ly watching the BJP’s push in the 
north-east, a Congress stronghold, 
where the saffron party has tradi-
tionally been a marginal player.

In Meghalaya, the Congress and 
the BJP are pitted against each oth-
er. While the former has ielded 59 
candidates, the latter has put up 
nominees in 47 constituencies.

Though they are contesting 
the polls separately, in Meghalaya, 
the National People’s Party (NPP) 

of Conrad Sangma, son of former 
Lok Sabha speaker P A Sangma, is 
the BJP’s partner in the North East 
Democratic Alliance (NEDA).

In Nagaland, BJP’s hope hinges 
on its alliance partner NDPP (the 
Nationalist Democratic Progres-
sive Party) of Neiphiu Rio, which is 
contesting from 40 seats. The saf-
fron party has ielded candidates 
from the remaining 20 seats.

The Congress, which has given 
three chief ministers to Nagaland 
since the state’s inception in 1963, 
is contesting from only 18 seats, 
two less than the BJP, an emerging 
entity in the north-east.

There are 370 candidates in 
the fray in Meghalaya. A total of 
18.4 lakh voters are eligible to ex-
ercise their franchise in 3,083 poll-
ing stations in the state.

Meghalaya’s Chief Electoral Of-
icer (CEO) F R Kharkongor said 

for the irst time, 67 all-women 
polling stations and 61 model 
polling stations were set up in the 
state.

He added that 32 women can-

didates were in the fray, the high-
est ever in the state.

In Nagaland, a total of 11,91,513 
voters -- 6,01,707 (50.50 per cent) 
men and 5,89,806 (49.50 per cent) 
women -- will exercise their fran-
chise tomorrow. There are also 
5,925 service voters.

Voting will be conducted in 
2,156 polling stations as 40 polling 
stations fall under the Northern 
Angami-II seat, from where Rio has 
been declared elected unopposed.

Over 15,000 government em-
ployees will be on poll duty and 
there will be 177 all-women poll-
ing stations across 25 constituen-
cies in the state.

The election process in Naga-
land had started on a dif icult note.

Following a no-election diktat 
from the Core Committee of Naga-
land Tribal Hohos and Civil Organ-
isations (CCNTHCO), advocating 
“solution (to the Naga political is-
sue) before election”, the political 
parties had initially kept away 
from the poll process.

Though the process of nomina-

tion- iling had started on January 31, 
the irst batch of 22 contestants iled 
their candidature only on the penul-
timate day on February 5. There was 
a heavy rush of nominees iling their 
papers on the last day.

After the scrutiny and with-
drawal, a total of 227 nominees are 
left in the ield in Nagaland.

As many as 281 companies of 
the Central Armed Police Forces 
(CAPF), beside the state police 
force, are deployed throughout 
Nagaland to ensure a peaceful 
election.

Nagaland’s CEO Abhijit Sinha 
said all the polling stations would 
be manned by the CAPF personnel, 
while the state police would also 
be assisting them.

Of the 2,156 polling stations 
in Nagaland, 1,100 were declared 
critical, 530 vulnerable and 526 
normal, he added.

The Meghalaya CEO told PTI 
that six of the 10 additional com-
panies of CAPF were deployed in 
the troubled East and South Garo 
Hills districts.

Stage set for voting in Meghalaya, Nagaland

N  D , F  26 (PTI): The 
CBSE has warned schools against 
withholding of admit cards of class 
10 and 12 students on any pretext, 
including poor performance in 
pre-board examinations.

The warning comes following 
several complaints received by the 
Central Board of Secondary Educa-
tion (CBSE) about withholding of 
admit cards by certain schools and 
in some cases charging of fee for 
their release.

“Several instances of not issuing 
admit cards by various CBSE af ili-
ated schools on grounds of perfor-

mance of students in pre-board tests 
(conducted by schools internally) 
have come to the notice of the board. 
It has also been noted that some 
schools are charging fees for release 
of the admit card,” CBSE controller 
of examination KK Chaudhary said 
in an advisory to schools.

Mentioning the Rule 15 of Ex-
amination Bye-Laws, the CBSE said, 
“In no case the heads of af iliated 
schools shall detain eligible can-
didates from appearing at the ex-
amination. The practice has been 
viewed very seriously by the board 
and is violative of the bye-laws”.

The advisory also stated that 
the board issues admit cards to 
only those students which have 
been sponsored by the schools in 
their inal list of candidates sub-
mitted to it.

“Therefore, their eligibility for 
the exams has already been con-
irmed by the school and hence 

their admit cards cannot be with-
held. The schools also cannot 
charge any fee for issuing admit 
cards,” it said.

The CBSE board exams for 
Class 10 and 12 students are set to 
begin from March 5.

CBSE warns schools against with-
holding Board admit cards

on reducing the syllabus,” 
Javadekar told reporters.

The minister said that 
after two months he will 
review the suggestions 
and take de inite mea-
sures to reduce the syl-
labus.

The decision by the 
Human Resource Devel-
opment (HRD) Ministry 
to reduce the syllabus 
has been taken after con-
sultations during in six 
workshops held across 
the country in which 
teachers, education ex-
perts, NGOs working in 
the sector and represen-
tatives from various state 
governments participat-
ed.

“Today syllabus is so 
cramped that students 
read, mug up and appear 
for examinations. We are 
only producing exam-
ination driven students. 
Plenty of information is 
not education and stu-
dents should not be just 
data banks and dictio-
naries.

“We have decided 
that we must not pack 
our syllabus with more 
and more things and see 
what can be stashed. It 
is the need of the hour 
to inculcate value educa-
tion, life skills, experien-
tial learning and physical 
itness in our daily life,” 

he said.
The idea to reduce 

the burden is to make 
students learn the ba-
sic principles of various 
subjects, teach them how 
to interpret and analyse 
for overall personality 
development, Javadekar 
said.

HRD Ministry 
to seek 
suggestions 
for NCERT
curriculum...
Contd from pg03

SMRITA KHAWAS
S , 26 F :

The Left Front Youth 
Organisation took 

out a rally today at Air-
view More here to pro-
test the increasing pollu-
tion in the city.

It may be mentioned 
here that a recent study 
reported Siliguri as the 
second most polluted 
city in India.

Hundreds of youth 
participated in the 
demonstrations carrying 
placards followed by a 
signature campaign on 
the streets.

District secretary, 
LFYO, Udayan Das Gupta, 
said, “We organised the 
rally to protest against 
increasing pollution in 
the city and to spread 
awareness among the 
citizens here. We have 
also organised a signa-
ture campaign which 
will be forwarded to 
the administration after 

Holi. 
The citizens are 

suffering because of 
pollution. We have to 

wear masks when we 
step out of our homes 
to avoid health hazards. 
We want the adminis-

tration to check the pol-
lution control status of 
every vehicle that runs 
on the road.”

Siliguri rallies against
increasing pollution

K , F  26 (PTI): 
A research scholar of IIT 
Kharagpur has devel-
oped a disposable and 
lexible battery powered 

by bacteria from sewage 
water, the institute said 
in a statement.

For the environ-
ment-friendly battery cell 
to start energy produc-
tion, sewage water con-
taining bacteria needs to 
be injected into it.

“Normally microbi-
al fuel cells (MFCs) can 
take as long as couple of 
days to start power pro-
duction as the bacteria 
needs to get adjusted to 
the environment.

“But for this device, 
the power production 
starts within 10 seconds, 
that is, almost immedi-
ately,” the statement said 
quoting Ramya Veerub-
hotla, the PhD student in 
the Department of Bio-
technology.

Currently, the power 
from the device is in the 
range of few microwatts. 
Stacking multiple devic-
es can further boost the 
power and drive several 
practical applications.

Unlike other batter-
ies which are heavy, this 
device developed by 
Veerubhotla, is made on 
a paper platform, it said.

The battery is made 
using air cathode and the 
anode can be prepared 
from any simple car-
bon-based materials.

Veerubhotla present-
ed her research paper 
from IITKGP’s Team Elec-
trodes at KPIT Sparkle 
2018, the annual Nation-
al Design and Develop-
ment Innovation Contest 
recently.

The project won the 
irst prize and a cash 

award of Rs 10 lakh, the 
statement said.

“It may be dif icult to 

power household devic-
es with this device, but it 
can power certain elec-
tronic components,” she 
said in the statement.

Veerubhotla s PhD 
supervisor, Professor 
Debabrata Das of the 
Biotechnology Depart-
ment is con ident that 
this invention will have 
tremendous use when 
applied in bio-electric 
toilets.

“One of the best ad-
vantages of the device 
is that it is 100 per cent 
biodegradable and envi-
ronment-friendly, which 
is not the case with chem-
ical batteries,” Das said.

Faculty members 
from departments of 
Mechanical engineering, 
Materials Science and 
Electronics and Electri-
cal Communication En-
gineering of IITKGP are 
working together to har-
ness this bio-energy.

IITKGP research
scholar develops battery

using sewage water

G , 26 F  (IPR): 
A review meeting re-
garding Niti Aayog’s ini-
tiative of Transforming 
Aspirational districts 
was chaired by KS Sethi, 
Joint Secretary, Ministry 
of Panchayati Raj, Gov-
ernment of India, today 
at the District Admin-
istrative Centre here at 
Tikjuk.

The District Collector, 
Kapil Mena, gave a brief 
presentation on the dis-
trict’s plan for transform-
ing West Sikkim.

The plan will run from 
2018 to 2022 and covers 
ive sectors - Health & 

Nutrition, Education, Ag-
riculture & Allied Areas, 
Basic Infrastructure, Skill 
Development & Financial 
inclusion.

The district has come 
up with various indica-
tors prevalent in these 
sectors at present and 
what the district wants to 
achieve by 2022 through 
various technological, 
administrative, inancial 
and infrastructural inter-
ventions. 

The DC briefed the 
audience about various 
cross-convergent ideas 
and schemes that the dis-
trict has planned for over-
all development. He urged 

the HODs to take owner-
ship and invest personal 
involvement so that the 
initiative fructi ies.

Mr. Sethi advised that 
the review process be 
held on quarterly basis 
and urged the HODs pres-
ent to pool their efforts 
and not work in silos. 

He suggested NER-
LP and ITI to come up 
with trainings in areas 
like hotel management, 
house-keeping, driv-
ing, cooking etc so that 
local youth can get ab-
sorbed in the thriving 
hotel & tourism indus-
try in Sikkim. 

He advised the DC 
to confer with the State 
Medicine Board so that 
high value medicinal 
crops and herbs can be 
planted in suitable plac-
es in Sikkim. This will be 
a good value addition to 
Sikkim’s ecosystem as 
well as bring opportuni-
ties for farmers here. 

He also asked the 
DC to prepare the vari-
ous issues Ministry-wise 
so that the Ministry of 
Panchayati Raj can coor-
dinate with parent Min-
istries at Government 
of India level which will 
quicken the pace of activ-

ities at District level and 
help district achieve the 
targets well within set 
target time.

The meeting was at-
tended by Director Pan-
chayat Raj, Gangtok, ADC 
(Dev) Geyzing, DPO Zilla 
Panchayat, DRCHO Geyz-
ing District Hospital, JD 
HRDD, JD Agri, DIO IPR, 
BDO Geyzing, BDO Den-
tam, DPM NERLP, AD 
Nutrition, CDPO Geyzing 
,ITI Principal and various 
other of icials. 

SDM Geyzing wel-
comed the audience and 
also proposed the vote of 
thanks.

Panchayati Raj JS chairs review meeting of
West Dist’s transformational initiative

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 26 F :

A 35-day-long Naari 
Chetna Mission or-

ganised by the Paschim 
Bengal Sikkim Prantiya 
Marwadi Yuva Manch 
commenced today from 
Rishra in South Bengal. 

Hosted by the MYM 
Rishra team, the irst 
day of the programme 
included inauguration of 
renovated Wani Mandir 
School, distribution of 
school stationeries and 
Naari Chetna rally, a 
press release informs.

One hundred and ifty 
school students partici-
pated in the Naari Chetna 
rally which was followed 
by self-defence session 
for women and girl stu-
dents of the area organ-
ised under the guidance 
of trainers from Kolkata.

Paschim Bengal Sikkim MYM starts Naari Chetna Mission 
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P , F  25 (AFP): Paris 
Saint-Germain coach Unai 
Emery remains optimistic 
that superstar Neymar will be 
it to face Real Madrid in their 

do-or-die Champions League 
clash despite suffering an an-
kle injury in Sunday’s 3-0 vic-
tory over Marseille.

Neymar, the world’s most 
expensive footballer, was 
stretchered off 10 minutes 
from time at the Parc des 
Princes as PSG opened up a 
14-point lead in Ligue 1.

The 26-year-old was on 
his own when he innocuously 
rolled his ankle and lopped 
to the ground in pain.

“The irst examination 
in the locker room revealed 
that it was a twist to the an-
kle. Now we will do a medi-
cal examination to ind out 
what this twist is,” said Em-
ery, whose team face Real 
at home on March 6 in the 
Champions League last 16 
where they need to overturn 
a 3-1 de icit.

“We will wait for the ex-
amination, we will be opti-
mistic. If I had to say today 
(whether or not he will face 
Real) I would rather say yes 
to being optimistic.”

PSG skipper Thiago Silva 
told Canal: “Neymar already 

had a swollen ankle. I am 
not a doctor, but I don’t think 
he’ll be available on Wednes-
day (when PSG face Marseille 
again in the French Cup). He 
has to rest.”

It was an otherwise easy 
night for the big-spending 
Parisians as teenager Kylian 
Mbappe became the young-
est scorer in the French 
‘Classique’.

Uruguayan goal-machine 
Edinson Cavani was also on 
the scoresheet while Neymar 
had a hand in PSG’s other 

goal.
With Monaco drawing 

3-3 at Toulouse on Saturday 
and Lyon held 1-1 at home 
to local rivals Saint-Etienne 
earlier on Sunday, it meant 
none of PSG’s three nearest 
challengers managed to win.

Monaco remain second 
with Marseille third, two 
points behind, and Lyon a 
further ive adrift.

This result was never in 
doubt and Emery even had 
the luxury of bringing off 
Mbappe, 19, after an hour to 

give Argentine international 
Angel Di Maria a half-hour 
run out.

PSG were off to a lying 
start through Mbappe but 
Marseille were in part the ar-
chitects of their own downfall.

France mid ielder Adrien 
Rabiot tried to thread a 
through ball on 10 minutes 
to Mbappe, cutting in from 
the right.

Former Aston Villa full-
back Jordan Amavi was in 
place to intercept the ball 
but he slipped and succeed-

ed only helping it onto teen-
age star Mbappe, who jinked 
inside onto his left foot and 
dragged a low shot inside Yo-
hann Pele’s near post.

As expected, the hosts 
were dictating the tempo 
and dominating the ball, but 
Neymar was off target with 
a header from a Dani Alves 
cross.

The second came before 
the half hour mark, though, 
and again it owed much to 
poor Marseille defending.

Layvin Kurzawa slipped 
Rabiot into the inside left 
channel in the visitors’ box 
and he picked out Brazilian 
Neymar with a cut-back.

The forward’s poked 
inish was heading off tar-

get until his compatriot and 
Marseille centre-back Rolan-
do thrust out a boot and in-
advertently directed the ball 
into the goal.

The match was as good 
as over and PSG had barely 
needed to break sweat. Ten 
minutes before half time and 
the men in blue were already 
breaking out the showboat-
ing tricks and licks, with 
Rabiot’s backheel setting up 
Neymar to curl a long-range 
strike just past the post.

Marseille barely had a 

sniff and when mid ielder An-
dre Anguissa got up to meet a 
header in the box, it looped 
up harmlessly and landed in 
goalkeeper Alphonse Areo-
la’s arms.

It took just 10 more min-
utes after the break for PSG 
to extend their advantage as 
Neymar was allowed time 
and space to reach the byline 
on the left.

His cross picked out Ca-
vani, whose irst touch with 
his left was sublime to turn 
marker Rolando, while his 
right-footed inish was un-
stoppable.

Marseille were barely put-
ting up a ight, but substitute 
Clinton N’Jie managed to get 
himself booked for needless-
ly lashing out at Marquinhos 
and then clashing with Dani 
Alves, who also saw yellow.

After Neymar was 
stretchered off, the pacey 
N’Jie almost gave Marseille 
hope but having rounded 
Areola, his goal-bound effort 
was cleared off the line by 
sliding PSG captain Thiago 
Silva.

Areola also made smart 
saves to deny Florian Thau-
vin and Luiz Gustavo, but 
Marseille’s spirited inish 
had come too late.

PSG coach ‘optimistic’ injured Neymar will recover to face Real

G , 26 F : Team Yawachey of Rakdong defeated Team Pastanga 45/28 at the ongoing Late Chengey Lepcha Memorial Bamboo 
Archery Inter-Village Tournament held today at Phachey ground in Navek, East Sikkim. The tournament which had commenced on 
21 Feb is being organised by Navek Shotak Archery Team. The date for the inals of the tournament has not been announced yet. The 
winner will be awarded with cash prize of Rs 32,000 with cash prize of Rs 30,000 for runners up team. Pakyong will be competing 
against Changay in the next match of the tournament scheduled to be held on 27 Feb. [REBYNA RANA

Ashwin to 
lead Kings XI 
Punjab in IPL
N  D , F  26 (PTI): 
Senior off-spinner Ravi-
chandran Ashwin was today 
named captain of the IPL side 
Kings XI Punjab, which also 
has Yuvraj Singh and Chris 
Gayle in their ranks.

Ashwin has two IPL titles 
during his eight-year stint 
with Chennai Super Kings 
and has also played for Pune 
Supergiants.

I feel honoured to be 
trusted with the responsibil-
ity of leading such a talent-
ed bunch of cricketers. I am 
con ident of bringing out the 
best out of team mates. This 
is indeed a proud moment 
for me, said Ashwin, who is 
currently out-of-favour in In-
dia’s ODI and T20 scheme of 
things.

The off-spinner said cap-
taincy pressure won’t affect 
his performance.

There is no additional 
pressure on me as such. I irst 
led my state side in irst class 
cricket when I was 21. I have 
done it in the past and I am 
sure that I will enjoy the chal-
lenge, he said.

Ashwin played his last 
T20 for India seven months 
back in July, 2017 against 
the West Indies and last ODI 
against the same opponents 
last June.

B  (S ), F  
26 (PTI): State owned tele-
com irm BSNL today signed 
a pact with Finnish telecom 
gear maker Nokia to roll out 
4G services in 10 telecom 
circles covering western and 
southern regions in India.

“We are really proud to 
have technology partner like 
Nokia with whom we are work-
ing in South and West Zone of 
the country, rolling out the lat-
est single RAN Technology, and 
further moving towards 5G...,” 
BSNL CMD Anupam Shrivas-
tava said in a statement.

Nokia will deploy the tech-
nology in 10 telecom circles in 
India - Maharashtra, Gujarat, 
Madhya Pradesh, Chattisgarh, 
Goa, Tamil Nadu, Andhra 
Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala 
and Telangana - serving large 
cities, businesses, technology 
and tourist hubs and nearly 

38 million BSNL subscribers.
The network technolo-

gy that will be deployed by 
Nokia will help BSNL to save 
operational costs while sup-
porting 2G, 3G and 4G sub-
scribers in a single radio unit, 
the statement said.

As per Nokia MBiT Index 
2018, released last week , 4G 
contributed to 82 per cent of 
data traf ic in 2017 and the 
monthly 4G data usage per 
user was nearly 11 GB per 
user per month in India.

“We are pleased to con-
tinue our longstanding rela-
tionship with BSNL on this 
important project in India. 
The deployment of our tech-
nologies will enable BSNL 
to launch exciting new voice 
and data services, satisfying 
growing demand in India,” 
Sanjay Malik, head of India 
Market at Nokia, said.

BSNL selects Nokia to launch 
4G service in 10 circles

LONDON, 26 F : Pep Guar-
diola claimed his maiden En-
glish silverware as his side 
thrashed Arsenal 3-0 in the 
League Cup inal with Sergio 
Aguero, Vincent Kompany 
and David Silva all on target 
in a disappointingly one-sid-
ed showpiece on Sunday.

The irst meeting be-
tween the sides in a domestic 
inal was no classic but Span-

iard Guardiola will not care 
after his side’s class eventu-
ally shone through at a freez-
ing Wembley Stadium.

City, who will also win the 
Premier League title barring 
a monumental collapse, did 
not even have to hit top gear 
to lift the trophy for the third 
time in ive years.

Aguero’s 18th-minute 
goal gave City a halftime 

lead and Arsenal withered 
after the break as Kompany 
prodded in from close range 
after 58 minutes before Silva 
thumped home a left-footer 
seven minutes later.

Arsenal’s fans left in 
droves in the inal 20 minutes 
while City’s fans decorated 
the stadium with sky blue.

After a trophy-less irst sea-
son in charge of City, Guardio-

la’s career major trophy haul as 
a manager stands at 19, having 
won 11 with Barcelona and 
seven at Bayern Munich.

“It’s important. We’re so 
happy, and a big congratu-
lations to all of Manchester 
City, and our fans. This tro-
phy is for Manchester City 
and not for me,” Guardiola, 
whose side’s bid for an un-
precedented quadruple was 

wrecked by a shock FA Cup 
defeat by third-tier Wigan 
Athletic on Monday, said.

“The irst half we were 
not good, there were a lot of 
mistakes, in the second half 
we played with a lot more 
courage and personality, we 
were outstanding.”

Arsenal have now lost 
a record six League Cup i-
nals and it remains the only 

silverware manager Arsene 
Wenger has not won.

“We self-in licted our pun-
ishment,” he said. “We had an 
unbelievable chance at 0-0 
and then gave them a goal.”

Despite the 27 points sep-
arating the sides in the Pre-
mier League, Arsenal arrived 
at Wembley having won their 
last three domestic inals, all 
in the FA Cup.

MANCHESTER CITY THRASH ARSENAL TO WIN LEAGUE CUP FINAL

ussia expects 
doping ban 
to be lifted in 
‘next few days’
M , F  25 (AFP): Rus-
sia said on Sunday it expect-
ed to have the doping ban 
lifted in the “next few days,” 
saying restoring the rights of 
its athletes could become a 
major result of the Olympic 
Games.

The International Olym-
pic Committee (IOC) voted 
unanimously to keep Russia’s 
ban for mass doping, mean-
ing Russian athletes will not 
be able to march behind their 
lag at the Pyeongchang Win-

ter Olympics closing ceremo-
ny later Sunday.

But IOC said the suspen-
sion would be lifted -- an IOC 
source said in “a few days or 
a few weeks” -- if no further 
positive drug tests come out 
of the Games, where two 
Russians tested positive for 
doping.

“We hope and count on 
the recovery of the Russian 
Olympic Committee (ROC) 
membership in the IOC with-
in the next few days,” the 
committee said in a state-
ment.

“Our absolute priority is 
the status of our country and 
the interests of our athletes,” 
the statement said.

Restoring the rights of 
the ROC and the rights of 
“all the Russian athletes 
will be the major outcome” 
of the Games, the statement 
added.

The vote to maintain the 
ban for the time being fol-
lowed a recommendation 
from the IOC’s executive 
board, which met Saturday 
and early Sunday to thrash 
out Russia’s fate.
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NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR LOVING MORNING DEAR PRECIOUS DEAR FLAMINGO EVENING

Draw Time: 11:55 am onwards Draw Time: 04:00 pm onwards Draw Time: 08:00 pm onwards
Draw No:13 DrawDate on:26/02/18 Draw No:13 DrawDate on:26/02/18 Draw No:31 DrawDate on:26/02/18
1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 82G 04769 1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 72B 01303 1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 91G 24245

(Including Super Prize Amt) (Including Super Prize Amt) (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.9494/- 04769 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9494/- 01303 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9494/- 24245 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
13841 17970 32122 33016 33703 12640 13411 24101 27313 28303 39716 41481 58005 74000 80626
41166 46297 61380 74039 76168 55648 57804 69788 80582 96813 82337 83197 83757 96531 98085
3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0251 0622 0795 2067 3101 3947 5362 6003 8892 9582 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 1562 3388 3781 4601 4858 5180 6274 6568 7323 7670 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 2214 3370 3711 3976 4502 5078 6682 8825 9174 9693
4th Prize Rs.250/- 0170 0718 2505 2784 4730 5910 7603 7653 9724 9877 4th Prize Rs.250/- 1103 2421 3663 4109 6235 7359 9159 9285 9507 9976 4th Prize Rs.250/- 1714 1872 4564 6559 6571 6903 7121 7156 8423 9133
5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/-
0135 0192 0309 0499 0670 0686 0690 0828 0879 0926 0069 0146 0158 0265 0280 0283 0342 0357 0479 0586 0013 0052 0104 0207 0396 0672 0740 0823 0827 0842
1232 1283 1418 1429 1648 1750 1769 1892 1962 2038 0634 0682 0736 0760 0882 0904 1023 1030 1116 1219 1090 1246 1300 1434 1472 1491 1771 1930 2072 2155
2134 2602 2605 2619 2902 3082 3122 3275 3608 3873 1274 1411 1518 1594 1898 1904 1940 2073 2327 2336 2180 2195 2253 2333 2707 2871 2942 3005 3270 3272
3875 3978 4092 4236 4313 4316 4571 4629 4659 4681 2400 2554 2759 2764 2876 2993 3007 3086 3303 3414 3274 3310 3401 3609 3647 3766 3813 3950 3982 4061
4804 4821 4889 4911 4933 4967 5104 5225 5256 5402 3499 3536 3726 3826 3945 4086 4148 4161 4250 4282 4164 4179 4213 4290 4441 4464 4505 4524 4624 4641
5467 5686 5710 5817 5840 5997 6192 6263 6273 6493 4484 4600 5088 5160 5265 5407 5520 5564 5603 5605 4700 5022 5079 5112 5185 5434 5553 5554 5565 5769
6590 6684 6849 6874 6888 6933 7019 7030 7075 7173 5666 5671 5995 6017 6088 6171 6384 6429 6666 6707 5851 5905 5910 6066 6204 6415 6503 6575 6587 6661
7188 7275 7609 7635 7715 7752 7784 7786 7905 8103 6864 6927 6937 6952 6988 7142 7320 7347 7473 7500 7250 7280 7421 7614 7641 7645 7647 7703 7885 7939
8104 8115 8128 8177 8405 8682 8759 8766 8868 9023 7579 7648 7676 7691 7722 7729 8511 8537 8644 8778 7967 8175 8275 8348 8378 8543 8609 8972 9042 9238
9043 9061 9309 9349 9413 9494 9573 9609 9803 9863 8779 9116 9137 9237 9462 9527 9532 9684 9886 9935 9254 9309 9371 9442 9447 9563 9600 9649 9659 9757

Issued by: 
The Director, Nagaland State Lotteries, Kohima, Nagaland
For Results, Please visit: www.nagalandlotteries.com
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ARUNACHAL PRADESH STATE LOTTERIES
MUMBAILAXMI RAM

Draw No:4 DrawDate on:26/02/18
1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 1710 2nd Prize Rs.2,000/- 5878
3rd Prize Rs. 1,000/- 1851 4th Prize Rs.  500/- 3136
5th Prize Rs.200/-
1048 1068 1180 1215 1351 1435 1477 1644 1671 1732
1762 1768 1770 1790 1820 1839 1846 1847 1871 1892
1933 1982 1994 2026 2066 2101 2157 2209 2233 2307
2403 2446 2452 2521 2523 2534 2576 2617 2625 2637
2647 2676 2702 2704 2754 2779 2783 2806 3043 3081
3095 3121 3167 3186 3207 3261 3310 3313 3396 3437
3448 3621 3666 3688 3917 3968 3970 4097 4111 4165
4170 4174 4175 4271 4355 4373 4414 4501 4506 4533
4560 4660 4716 4771 4786 4893 4926 5141 5198 5301
5515 5518 5570 5630 5640 5654 5770 5922 5930 5953
6th Prize Rs.100/-
1021 1026 1031 1033 1094 1163 1166 1171 1174 1176
1198 1293 1319 1331 1459 1525 1554 1566 1591 1612
1613 1617 1647 1694 1697 1708 1709 1715 1722 1739
1758 1759 1766 1774 1778 1779 1791 1809 1822 1844
1918 1996 2025 2039 2044 2047 2071 2085 2118 2126
2181 2199 2213 2214 2234 2249 2256 2279 2303 2318
2357 2361 2396 2405 2415 2422 2427 2444 2450 2484
2486 2544 2549 2608 2613 2618 2644 2659 2703 2707
2790 2811 2820 2854 2862 2871 2884 2934 2951 2954
2989 2998 3089 3120 3141 3157 3221 3226 3263 3279
3288 3298 3316 3324 3335 3380 3387 3413 3422 3432
3524 3568 3587 3611 3618 3624 3633 3652 3659 3723
3724 3759 3765 3798 3812 3826 3859 3877 3890 3892
3900 3902 3912 3939 4008 4009 4027 4035 4069 4072
4153 4181 4191 4193 4197 4227 4256 4262 4281 4300
4311 4315 4337 4378 4381 4419 4445 4482 4704 4733
4805 4809 4837 4890 4956 5020 5033 5038 5062 5124
5203 5223 5233 5330 5335 5342 5402 5409 5415 5434
5447 5499 5505 5530 5555 5568 5569 5582 5633 5662
5670 5693 5720 5743 5829 5855 5877 5905 5919 5935
Issued by:
The Commissioner,
ARUNACHAL PRADESH STATE LOTTERIES,ITANAGAR.

 MIZORAM STATE LOTTERIES
 LABHLAXMI ARIES

 Draw No:4 DrawDate on:26/02/18
 1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 6347
 2nd Prize Rs.1,000/- 6982 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 4973
 4th Prize Rs.300/- 6086 5th Prize Rs.  200/- 4102
 6th Prize Rs.100/-
 1001 1072 1093 1101 1108 1122 1151 1155 1172 1173
 1176 1183 1190 1196 1218 1243 1263 1304 1357 1393
 1405 1465 1468 1478 1483 1526 1539 1573 1582 1605
 1606 1637 1669 1672 1709 1712 1922 1934 1941 1955
 1979 1988 2034 2048 2061 2066 2152 2161 2184 2195
 2214 2215 2263 2291 2302 2314 2321 2349 2355 2359
 2380 2416 2418 2435 2454 2537 2569 2610 2613 2652
 2657 2794 2802 2839 2842 2858 2872 2910 2942 2944
 3052 3058 3068 3081 3205 3222 3239 3255 3351 3416
 3454 3460 3486 3488 3493 3521 3528 3630 3680 3692
 3699 3700 3702 3730 3735 3742 3752 3792 3799 3811
 3851 3872 3889 3929 3936 4003 4023 4028 4029 4045
 4052 4055 4099 4108 4119 4144 4146 4147 4181 4185
 4216 4264 4275 4277 4281 4332 4347 4354 4359 4370
 4421 4431 4454 4478 4508 4512 4520 4522 4548 4558
 4601 4621 4689 4715 4721 4789 4837 4839 4874 4879
 4881 4883 4896 4933 4945 5000 5026 5058 5106 5132
 5186 5188 5205 5229 5301 5322 5358 5386 5398 5459
 5466 5526 5652 5658 5661 5667 5672 5678 5684 5709
 5756 5824 5842 5873 5962 6000 6007 6039 6079 6096
 6100 6155 6205 6209 6253 6259 6328 6332 6349 6357
 6360 6422 6424 6467 6492 6515 6525 6542 6543 6559
 6606 6641 6644 6647 6657 6665 6666 6690 6694 6726
 6738 6743 6819 6865 6868 6895 6923 6924 6943 6979
Issued by:
The Director ,Mizoram State Lotteries,
For result please visit: www.mizoramlotteries.com

W , F  26 (AFP): 
Students and teachers returned 
to a Florida school for the irst 
time since 17 people were killed 
there, consoling each other even 
as they called for swift action to 
address gun violence.

“Imagine (being) in a 
plane crash and then having 
to get on the same plane every 
day and ly somewhere else 
-- it’s never going to be the 
same,” David Hogg, a survivor 
of the February 14 shooting 
at a Parkland, Florida high 
school, told ABC television’s 
“This Week.”

The school held a volun-
tary “orientation” Sunday, 
with teachers and staff due 
back starting Monday and 
classes resuming on Wednes-
day -- a prospect described 
as “daunting” and “scary,” but 
which is also a step for sur-
vivors to move forward after 
the attack.

One teacher who had al-
ready been back told NPR ra-
dio that the shock of returning 
to a classroom left exactly as it 
had been during the attack -- 
notebooks still on desks, the 
calendar still set to February 
14 -- made her so physically ill 
she had to leave.

But Cameron Kasky, a stu-
dent who survived the attack, 
tweeted a picture of people on 
campus, saying: “It is GOOD 

TO BE HOME.”
“I have all my friends here 

with me and it just makes me 
feel like I’m not alone in this 
situation,” student Michelle 
Dittmeier, who attended the 
orientation, told ABC.

Marjory Stoneman Doug-
las High School also received 

support from alumni, with 
previous graduating classes 
making banners to decorate 
the school, the WSVN news 
reported.

Amid ardent demands by 
students like Hogg for action, 
President Donald Trump has 
said he is open to raising the 

minimum age for gun pur-
chases and to banning so-
called bump stocks, which can 
effectively convert semi-auto-
matic weapons into automatic 
irearms.

Speaking at the Governors 
Ball ahead of meetings with 
the top of icials from all 50 

states on Monday, Trump said 
that school safety is a top pri-
ority: “I think we’ll make that 
irst on our list.”

A new CNN poll, conduct-
ed a week after the Flori-
da shooting, shows surging 
public support for stricter 
gun laws -- surpassing levels 

seen even after other horrif-
ic shootings of recent years 
-- and for a ban on powerful 
semi-automatic weapons like 
the AR-15 used in Parkland.

Overall, 70 percent of 
those surveyed said they sup-
ported stricter gun laws, up 
from 52 percent in October, 
and 57 percent favored a ban 
on semi-automatic arms, an 
increase from 49 per cent.

Florida Governor Rick 
Scott has laid out a plan to 
station a police of icer at ev-
ery public school in the state, 
raise the legal age for gun pur-
chases from 18 to 21 and pass 
a “red lag” law for authorities 
to more easily remove guns 
from the mentally ill or peo-
ple with violent histories.

The age change and “red 
lag” law are staunchly op-

posed by the in luential Na-
tional Ri le Association, of 
which Scott is a member.

Scott, who holds the NRA’s 
highest rating of A+, noted 
on “Fox News Sunday” that 
“there will be some that dis-
agree. But... I want my state 
to be safe.” Trump had Scott 
stand up to applause on Sun-
day, telling him: “You’re doing 
a great job.”

Florida was also the scene 
of a June 2016 shooting at an 
Orlando nightclub that left 49 
people dead.

After shooting, students make emotional return to schoolFour dead in 
UK building 
blast; Police 
rules out 
terror angle
L , F  26 (PTI): 
A powerful explo-
sion ripped through a 
three-storey building 
killed at least four people 
and injured four others 
in Leicester, police said 
today but ruled out a 
terror link to the “earth-
quake-like” blast in the 
English city, home to a 
large number of people 
of Indian-origin.

Police declared a 
“major incident” after 
the explosion occurred 
last evening on a stretch 
of road containing com-
mercial and residential 
properties in Hinckley 
Road area of Leicester, 
some 140 km away from 
London. The city has 
a large Gujarati-origin 
population.

Four people were 
killed in the explosion 
and subsequent ire that 
destroyed the building 
which consisted of a 
Polish supermarket on 
the ground level and a 
two-storey lat above it, 
police said.

“At this stage, there 
are four con irmed fa-
talities and four people 
remain in hospital, one 
with serious injuries,” 
Leicestershire police said 
in a statement.

Police Superin-
tendent Shane O’Neill 
warned that the toll may 
rise further as the emer-
gency services are still 
conducting a search and 
rescue operation and it 
is unclear if more peo-
ple were trapped in the 
rubble.

Matt Cane, group 
manager at Leicester-
shire Fire and Rescue 
Service, said the bodies 
of the four people were 
found during the search 
of the building.

British police said 
there was no indication 
at this stage that the 
explosion was linked to 
terrorism.

“The cause of the 
explosion will be the 
subject of a joint investi-
gation by the police and 
Leicestershire Fire and 
Rescue Service,” police 
said in a statement.

“We would ask that 
the media and public do 
not speculate about the 
circumstances surround-
ing the incident, but at 
this stage there is no in-
dication this is terrorist 
related,” it said.

The emergency ser-
vices said they were 
called to reports of a 
blast shortly after 7 pm 
(local time) and six ire 
engines were sent to the 
scene, the BBC reported.

A ire service spokes-
woman said the property 
was a two- loor building 
with a loft conversion 
that had suffered a “pan-
cake collapse”.

D , F  26 (PTI): A court 
in Bangladesh today extended 
the bail of imprisoned ex-prime 
minister and main opposition 
BNP chief Khaleda Zia until 
March 13 in a graft case, a day 
after the High Court deferred 
the judgement on a separate bail 
plea in a corruption case, media 
reports said.

The 72-year-old three-time 
former prime minister was 
jailed for ive years on February 
8 in connection with the em-
bezzlement of 21 million taka 
(about USD 250,000) in foreign 
donations meant for the Zia Or-
phanage Trust, named after her 
late husband Ziaur Rahman, a 
military ruler-turned-politician.

The Dhaka Special Judge’s 
Court-5 set March 13 as the 
date for the next hearing of ar-
guments in the Zia Charitable 
Trust graft case and extended 
the bail of Zia, the Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party (BNP) chief, 
until then, bdnews24 reported.

“The court has set March 13 

and March 14 for the next two 
days of arguments. Zia’s bail has 
been extended until March 13,” 
her lawyer Nuruzzaman Tapan 
was quoted as saying in the re-
port.

Yesterday, the High Court de-
ferred the judgement on her bail 
petition, saying it would decide 

after receiving necessary papers 
from the lower court which sen-
tenced her to ive years in jail 
this month.

The Zia Charitable Trust 
graft case, iled in August 2011, 
accuses four persons including 
Zia of abusing power to raise 
funds for the trust from un-

known sources.
The three others are: Har-

ris Chowdhury, political secre-
tary of then prime minister Zia 
between 2001 and 2006; Ziaul 
Islam Munna, Assistant Private 
Secretary (APS) to Harris; and 
Monirul Islam Khan, APS of for-
mer Dhaka city mayor Sadeque 
Hossain Khoka.

The corruption case is one of 
dozens pending against Zia, who 
has been a rival to Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina for decades.

The charges against Zia had 
led to her boycotting polls in 
2014, which triggered wide-
spread protests at the time.

Currently, 34 cases are pend-
ing against Zia in various courts 
across the country, including 
the Zia Orphanage Trust and Zia 
Charitable Trust graft cases, the 
report said.

The BNP has claimed that 
the cases are politically-moti-
vated to keep its party chief out 
of the national elections, set for 
December.

Bangladesh court extends bail
for Zia until March 13

R , F  26 (AP): 
Romans have awoken 
to a rare snowfall, after 
an Arctic storm passing 
over much of Europe 
dumped enough snow 
to force schools to close 
and public transport to 
reduce services.

Rome’s Mediterra-
nean climate and prox-
imity to the sea usually 
result in mild winters, 
such that restaurants 
often keep outdoor seat-
ing open even through the coldest months of the year. As a result, the Monday morning snow-

fall, though not huge in 
quantity, brought excited 
young Romans out for 
a rare snowball ight or 
walk in the slush.

Mayor Virginia Raggi 
signed an ordinance Sun-
day evening closing pub-
lic schools as a precau-
tion, and many private 
ones followed suit.

Elsewhere in much of 
northern and central Ita-
ly, the storm also closed 
schools and disrupted 
transport.

Rare snowfall blankets Rome, closing schools
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EtCETERA

ARIES: Misinformation is 
likely to spread like wildfi re 
today, causing a lot of un-
necessary upset either among 
your neighbors at home or 
your colleagues at work. 
Don’t accept at face value 
any gossip or rumor you hear, 
Aries. Check the accuracy of 
the information yourself. If it 
does turn out to be false, as 
is likely, you’ll feel sorry if 
you’ve had any part in per-
petuating it.
TAURUS: You’re fi nally 
setting in motion some long-
standing goals of yours, Tau-
rus. Good for you! But even 
though everything is in place 
and you’re ready to go, it’s 
possible that you’ll receive 
notice today of some delay 
in your plans. The frustration 

feels unbearable. But when 
you step back and look at 
the bigger picture, you’ll see 
that ultimately this delay is in 
your best interests.
GEMINI: Beware lawyers, 
bankers, and stockbrokers 
today, Gemini. One of them 
is likely to try and mislead 
you with some inaccurate 
information. While it might 
be in his or her best interests 
for you to take this informa-
tion at face value, it certainly 
isn’t in yours! Do your own 
research and get all the facts 
before making the fi nancial 
investments recommended 
to you.
CANCER: A family mem-
ber or other loved one may 
not be telling you the truth. 
In this person’s defense, he or 

she likely thinks they’re pro-
tecting you by shielding you 
from the truth. This is a time 
for you to trust your instincts, 
Cancer. If you’re told some-
thing that simply doesn’t ring 
true, check the information 
yourself rather than accept it 
at face value.
LEO: You have an active 
mind and an even more ac-
tive imagination, Leo. Today 
you risk short-circuiting your 
brain as you struggle to keep 
up with all the ideas and in-
formation swirling inside 
your head. Take a few min-
utes to do a mental invento-
ry. Write down everything 
you’re thinking right now so 
you can free some space in 
your brain for other issues. A 
long walk or jog would help 

soothe your mind.
VIRGO: If a family member 
is in a bad mood but not con-
fessing why, it’s up to you to 
step in and help. He or she is 
carrying that big black cloud 
around, casting shadows ev-
erywhere they go. Do what 
you can to snap your rela-
tive out of it, although take 
care not to force the issue too 
harshly. Counseling might be 
in order, and this may not be 
your area of expertise!
LIBRA: If a friend or col-
league seems to be in trouble, 
you may not want to interfere 
for fear of being too intimate. 
But this isn’t a time to hold 
back, Libra. It’s likely that 
this person really does need 
your help. Your intervention 
will be much appreciated and 

possibly even rewarded. Be 
sure to get some rest tonight. 
You’re emotionally and phys-
ically drained.
SCORPIO: Your career may 
be sidetracked by petty gos-
sip, rumor, and offi  ce poli-
tics. It’s likely that someone 
is pushing forward his or her 
agenda without any thought 
or concern for its impact on 
others. Do what you can to 
put a stop to such shenan-
igans, Scorpio. There are 
times when it’s appropriate to 
be the whistleblower, and this 
is one of them.
SAGITTARIUS: Some bad 
news about your fi nancial 
situation may not really be 
as bad as it fi rst appears. 
Even so, it throws you for 
a loop. Double-check the 

information before spiral-
ing into a panic, Sagittarius. 
It may be that a comput-
er made an error or a bank 
clerk messed up. You may 
have to unravel some paper-
work, but it will be a relief 
to have it resolved.
CAPRICORN: In an un-
pleasant situation, your incli-
nation is to protect your loved 
ones from the truth. This 
would be a mistake, Capri-
corn. Even though you’re 
acting out of love, your fam-
ily members deserve to know 
the truth even if it hurts. You 
can’t shield them from the 
realities of the outside world. 
Most people, even the young, 
prefer to know the facts.
AQUARIUS: You may be 
feeling tired and a bit wrung 

out today, Aquarius. Although 
you’re a workaholic by na-
ture, even you are forced to 
admit that this is a day to stay 
in bed. Give yourself these 
few hours to regroup and re-
coup your energy. You’ll need 
to be operating at peak form 
for all the work that’s likely to 
hit your desk next week.
PISCES: There could be a 
missing person very much 
on your mind these days. Is it 
possible that the relationship 
is over and you’re the last one 
to know? Don’t let your inse-
curities get the better of you, 
Pisces. It’s likely that your 
friend merely needs some 
time alone to sort out some 
big life issues. He or she will 
seek out your warmth and 
friendship again soon.
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C’EST CHIC! Sofi a Vergara, 45, showcased her enviably 
toned legs in a black pencil skirt as she arrived at the 
premiere of Hotel Gagarin TCL Chinese 6 Theaters in 
Hollywood & Highland.

Actor Sridevi died of “accidental 
drowning”, a forensic report has 

said, Dubai newspapers reported on 
Monday evening. Sridevi, 54, died sud-
denly in Dubai on Saturday night of a 
cardiac arrest, leaving Bollywood in 
deep shock and millions of fans heart-
broken. She collapsed in her hotel room 
in Dubai, where she had gone with hus-
band Boney Kapoor and daughter Khu-
shi for a family wedding.

An autopsy was conducted earlier 
today and the police have handed the 
report over to the family and the Indian 
consulate, news agency ANI reported.

The Khaleej Times quoted family 
sources to report that Boney Kapoor, 
waiting to take Sridevi out to dinner, 
found her motionless in the bathtub of 
her room at the Jumeirah Emirates Tow-
ers. Boney Kapoor, a ilmmaker, had re-
turned to Mumbai with their daughter 
but had lown back to Dubai reportedly 
to surprise his wife.

A medical team failed to revive her. 
The family said Sridevi did not have any 
history of heart ailments.

The family waited all of Sunday but 
Sridevi’s body was not handed over to 
them as UAE authorities carried out an 
autopsy. In a statement last evening, the 
family said the actor’s body will arrive in 
Mumbai today.

Sridevi had gone along with husband 
Boney Kapoor and daughter Khushi for 
a family wedding.

According to reports, industrialist 
Anil Ambani has offered to ly Sridevi’s 
body back in a private jet.

The Indian ilm fraternity has been 
shaken by the unexpected tragedy. 
Hundreds have gathered outside Sri-
devi’s Mumbai home, hoping for a inal 
glimpse.

Several planned events were can-
celled. Actress Shabana Azmi posted a 

tweet announcing that she and husband 
Javed Akhtar were calling off the grand 
Holi party they host every year. Several 
ilm shoots have also been cancelled.

A stream of stars, former co-stars 
and others were seen at the house of 
Anil Kapoor, the younger brother of 
Boney Kapoor.

Southern superstars Rajinikanth and 
Kamal Haasan have headed to Mumbai 
to pay their respects to Sridevi.

Since the news of her death, Sri-
devi’s last videos at the wedding of her 
nephew Mohit Marwah have been wide-
ly shared and snapshots of her life and 
ilms have been all over the media. 

Sridevi began working at the age of four 
and, in a career spanning ive decades, act-

ed in 300 ilms. The gorgeous actor, often 
described as India’s one and only female 
superstar and the queen of the 1990s, was 
best known for her roles in “Sadma”, “Lam-
he” “Mr India”, “Chandni” and “Himmatwa-
la”. A versatile actor known for her impec-
cable comic timing, she reigned over not 
just Bollywood, but also the Tamil, Telugu 
and Kannada ilm industry.

After a 15-year break following her 
marriage to Boney Kapoor, a much lean-
er Sridevi made a smashing comeback 
with the 2012 ilm “English Vinglish”. 
She followed it up with the thriller 
“Mom”.

Sridevi died before she could see her 
older daughter Jhanvi’s debut in ilms 
this year.

Sridevi Died Due To “Accidental Drowning”,
Say Forensic Tests In Dubai: Reports

Mother-of-six Madonna is 
said to be working hard 

to make sure her children 
follow in her star footsteps, 
according to a Sunday story 
from The Sun.

‘Madonna adores every 
single one of her children 
and wants to use her in lu-
ence to build them incred-
ible careers,’ a source close 
to the 58-year-old pop star 
explained.

The Lucky Star songstress 
is hoping to prime her four 
oldest children Lourdes Leon 
[21], Rocco Ritchie [17], Da-
vid Banda and Mercy James’s 
[both 12] for success in each 
of their passions.

Madge moved the fam-
ily to Lisbon, Portugal last 
summer so that her son Da-
vid Banda could study at the 
Ben ica youth academy and 
play football.

Eldest daughter Lourdes 
‘wants to train as a profes-
sional dancer,’ according the 
the insider.

‘She will start to focus on 
dance properly as she gradu-
ates from her musical theater 
course at university in Amer-

ica soon.’
Son Rocco, who she 

shares with English ilm di-
rector Guy Ritchie, is said 
to be ‘a keen painter’ whose 

‘dream is to showcase his 
work at an exhibition.’

‘Madonna is already lin-
ing up the best contacts for 
him in London’s art scene,’ 

the source added.
It appears that adopted 

daughter Mercy is the only 
one with the music bug, how-
ever, with the insider saying 
the Malawi native ‘idolizes 
Kanye [West]’ and ‘is already 
writing raps and performing 
them.’

The source didn’t report 
any plans for the star’s two 
youngest Esther and Stella, 
who are only ive.

Madonna is also getting 
ready for a new album, re-
portedly planning to ‘release 
new music towards the end 
of this year’.

‘She has been in the stu-
dio for months. She wants to 
release new music towards 
the end of this year,’ the Sun’s 
insider said.

Madonna’s last release, 
Rebel Heart, came out in 
2015 and was a critical and 
commercial success. The 
multi-hyphenate is also said 
to be working on a ilm ad-
aptation of Andrew Sean 
Greer’s The Impossible Lives 
of Greta Wells, having se-
cured the rights to the novel 
back in 2013.

Watch out Kris Jenner, there’s 
a new momager in town!

Jennifer Lawrence has admit-
ted she was ‘terri ied’ about 

stripping naked to play a Rus-
sian seductress in the espio-
nage thriller Red Sparrow. The 
Oscar winner, 27, confessed 
she spent a sleepless night 
worrying about the ‘night-
mare’ scene - but felt ‘empow-
ered’ after inally doing it.

Her comments come after 
she lashed out at critics who 
slammed her for wearing a 
skimpy Versace dress in the 
freezing cold, insisting it was 
‘her choice’ what she decid-
ed to wear. Jennifer touched 
on her nude scene in the spy 
ilm during an interview with 

the Today show in Australia 
on Monday.

The role struck a particu-
lar chord with her as she had 
avoided nudity since private 
photographs of her were 
hacked in 2014 and pub-
lished online.

‘It was really scary to say 
yes to the movie because I 
knew the only way to tell the 
story is if I agreed to really do 
the scenes and go full Monty,’ 
she confessed.

‘It took a while to say, 
“Yes”. And the night before I 
didn’t sleep at all and I was 
obviously really nervous be-
cause it is the actual night-

mare of standing in front of 
a classroom naked. ‘But then 
after I inished the scene I felt 
empowered.’

Jennifer stars as Domini-
ka Egorova, a Russian prima 
ballerina who is coerced into 
becoming a covert intelli-
gence agent by her uncle in 
the ilm.

Trained in the arts of se-
duction and sexual manip-
ulation, Egorova is sent on 
a mission to extract secrets 
from an American CIA agent 
[Joel Edgerton].

The Silver Linings Play-
book admitted the torture 
scenes were gruelling to 
shoot, as she had ice-cold wa-
ter poured on her naked body.

‘I was terri ied. I don’t 
think I have ever been so 
scared of doing a movie 
before in my life. It was a lot 
of irsts for me,’ Lawrence 
admitted.

J Law reveals ‘actual nightmare’
of shooting Red Sparrow, hits back over 

“THAT racy Versace dress” criticism!


