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N , 25 M  [IPR]: Chief 
Minister Pawan Chamling, while 
inaugurating Namchi Govern-
ment College’s summer festival 
‘Grishmautsav’ today, empha-
sized Sikkim’s need to become a 
‘knowledge-based’ State.

Organized by the college’s 
Student Representative Council 
(SRC), the inaugural function 
of the fest was also attended 
by Speaker, Sikkim Legislative 
Assembly, KN Rai, HRDD Minis-
ter RB Subba, Principal, Namchi 
Government College, Dr P. Pau-
dyal, Chairpersons, Advisors, 
lecturers and students.

Addressing the gathering, 
the CM extended his best wish-
es on the commencement of the 
festival and urged students to 
focus on academic pursuit and 
stressed that education should 
be in an all-inclusive form.

He also underlined that stu-
dents should inculcate critical 
thinking which will help them 

cultivate higher-order thinking 
skills. He further encouraged the 
students to analyze, interpret 

and select accurate information. 
The CM called on the stu-

CM INAUGURATES NAMCHI GOVT COLLEGE’S SUMMER FEST ‘GRISHMAUTSAV’

Chamling urges students to
develop critical thinking

Woman
stabs husband
to death
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 25 M :

A 28-year-old man was 
allegedly murdered 

by his wife on Thursday 
night over a domestic 
scuf le at Upper Sichey 
Area below Paljor 
Stadium.

Police sources said 
that the motive behind 
the murder is yet to be 
established. The wife, 
however, has been ar-
rested and is in police 
remand. 

The body was hand-
ed over to the family af-
ter post-mortem and the 
police have registered a 
case against the woman. 

NIRMAL MANGAR/ 
WANGCHUK BHUTIA
G , 24 M :

A special postal cover issued 
by India Post and Sikkim 

Cricket Association to commem-
orate the the 80th anniversary 
of the irst cricket match played 
in Sikkim in 1938 was released 
in Gangtok today.

Forest Minister, Tshering 
Wangdi Lepcha, was present as 
the chief guest along with Legal 
Advisor to the Chief Minister, KT 
Gyalsten, and Sikkim Post Mas-
ter General, Amitabh Kharagwal, 
as special guests.

“With the release of this cov-
er we want to commemorate 
this historical event and make 
the World Cricket followers and 
the people of Sikkim know that 
the Cricket in Sikkim is such old 
and also that the irst cricket 
match to be played at the an alti-
tude of 2,728 meters was played 
in Sikkim. Also, from the sale 
of this Special Cover we will be 
generating funds, which will be 
used in growth of Cricket in Sik-
kim’ said cricket philatelist and 
designer of the cover,” explained 
Roshan Prasad, a philatelist who 

had irst broached the concept 
to SCA.

Post Master General, Mr 
Kharagwal, informed that the 
postal department is also plan-
ning to organize district and 
state level philatelic exhibitions.

Mr Gyalsten in his address 
said that the historic narrative 

will help promote Sikkim inter-
nationally. He also expressed 
his gratitude to SCA for pro-
moting cricket in Sikkim and 
assured to lend his support to 
the association. 

Mr Lepcha in his address 
said, “It is a proud moment not 
only for Sikkim but also to the 

people of Sikkim as the event 
has been inscribed as one of 
the rarest feats in the history of 
Sikkim.”

Earlier SCA president, Lob-
sang G Tenzing informed that 
Sikkim will soon become a 
member of BCCI which will help 
cricketers from Sikkim. 

SCA releases special postal
cover commemorating irst cricket

match played in Sikkim

N  D , M  25 (PTI): Re-
tirement fund body has asked 
its ield of ices to credit 8.55 
per cent rate of interest for 
2017-18, the lowest rate since 
2012-13 iscal, into the PF ac-
counts of around 5 crore sub-
scribers.

The Labour Ministry has 
conveyed approval of the cen-
tral government to credit 8.55 
per cent rate of interest for 

2017-18 into PF accounts of 
members, according to an or-
der issued by the EPFO to its 
more than 120 ield of ices.

The inance ministry had 
rati ied 8.55 per cent rate of 
interest on EPF for the last 
iscal. But it could not be im-

plemented because of model 
code of conduct for Karnataka 
elections.

The labour ministry had 

sought Election Commission’s 
approval to notify rate of 
interest for crediting the same 
into members’ accounts by 
the EPFO in view of model 
code of conduct for Karnataka 
elections.

The EPFO’s Central Board 
of Trustees, headed by the la-
bour minister, had decided to 
ix rate of interest at 8.55 per 

cent for the last iscal in its 

meeting held on February 21, 
2018.

The labour ministry had 
sent the CBT’s recommenda-
tion over the rate of interest 
to the inance ministry for its 
concurrence.

However, it could not be 
implemented for want of the 
inance ministry’s concurrence 

and was further delayed due to 
model code of conduct for Kar-

nataka polls on May 12.
The EPFO had provid-

ed 8.65 per cent interest for 
2016-17. The members got 8.8 
per cent in 2015-16 and 8.75 
per cent each in 2014-15 and 
2013-14.

In 2012-13, EPFO had pro-
vided 8.5 per cent rate of inter-
est on EPF. Thus, at 8.55 per 
cent for 2017-18, it is a ive 
year low.

Government noti ies 8.55% interest on
PF for 2017-18, lowest in 5 years
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SUMMIT REPORT
G , 25 M :

With 12 deaths so far 
due to the deadly 

Nipah Virus being report-
ed from Kerala, the Health 
Department here, on 24 
May, issued an advisory 
asking people to take pre-
cautions to steer clear of 
the deadly disease.  The 
possibility of Sikkim get-
ting infected with human 
NIV is minimal, but people 
need to still take precau-
tions, the advisory reads. 

The Department has 
advised the general pub-
lic to avoid consuming 
fruits and vegetables bit-
ten by birds, bats and an-
imals. It has also advised 
people to wash their 
hands properly after 
coming in direct contact 
with an infected person. 

The Department fur-
ther instructs people to 
monitor fever cases with 

history of travel to Kerala. 
The advisory informs 

that Nipah virus which 
commonly affects ani-
mals such as bats, pigs, 
dogs, horses, etc. can 
spread from animals to 
humans with symptoms 
like fever, headache, 
vomiting and fainting. 

“Some may show 
symptoms of epilepsy. 
The symptoms may last 
for 10-12 days followed 
by unconsciousness and 
death as a result of brain 
fever. The virus spreads 
from infected bats to an-
imals through bites and 
from animal to other an-
imal through body luids 
and from human to hu-
man through body luids,” 
the advisory mentioned.

“There is no restric-
tion for eating clean 
fruits after washing. 
There is no need to pan-
ic,” the advisory reads.

Health Deptt
issues advisory on

Nipah scare

S , M  25 
(PTI): The Army today 
ordered a court of inqui-
ry against Major Nitin 
Leetul Gogoi, who was 
detained by police earli-
er this week following an 
altercation when he was 
allegedly trying to enter 
a hotel with an 18-year-
old woman, of icials said.

The future course of 
action would be decided 
based on the indings of 
the probe, the of icials 
said.

The decision to order 
a court of inquiry came 
shortly after Army chief 
Gen Bipin Rawat said in 
Pahalgam that exempla-

Army orders court
of inquiry against Nitin 
‘Human Shield’ Gogoi

turn to pg02
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SUMMIT REPORT
G , 25 M :

Sikkim Government College, 
Gyalshing, conducted a pilot 

survey at Arigaon village un-
der Yangthang Gram Panchayat 
Unit in West Sikkim as part of its 
‘Swachh Bharat Summer Intern-
ship Program’, a press release 
informs.

Under the internship pro-
gramme, students will have to 
adopt a village of their choice, 

and work with the village com-
munity for building a lasting 
system for improving the overall 
sanitation and hygiene in the vil-
lage, the release reads.

Each student under the in-
ternship programme has to 
allocate at least 100 hours to 
swachhata and carry out spe-
ci ic measures for improving 
sanitation and hygiene in the 
village. 

Jointly launched by the Min-

istry of Human Resource Devel-
opment in association with Min-
istry of Drinking Water and San-
itation ‘Swachh Bharat Summer 
Internship - 100 Hours of Swa-
chhata’ aims to engage youth 
across the country to develop 
their skills and orientation for 
sanitation related work and 
make Swachh Bharat Mission a 
Jan Andolan. 

Sikkim Government College, 
Gyalshing, adopted Arigaon vil-

lage under Yangthang GPU, and 
conducted pilot survey during 
which they interviewed more 
than 50 families and interacted 
with the area panchayats, in-
forms the release.

The internship team is 
scheduled to conduct sanitation 
activities like awareness cam-
paigns door-to-door meetings, 
cleanliness drives, draw wall 
paintings during the course of 
the internship.

dents to understand the objective 
of education and aim higher than 
just being ‘literate’ and strive to 
become an integral and productive 
part of the society. 

Further, the Chief Minister as-
sured that the construction of a 
boys’ hostel for the college will be-
gin soon. He also announced that 
the road leading to the college and 
other infrastructural development 
will be sanctioned along with the 
demands placed by the NGC repre-
sentatives. 

He highlighted that education 
in Sikkim was free up to college 
level and that earnest endeavor to 
improve educational standards in 
terms of quality has always been 
the primary engagement of the 
State Government. 

“Today, Sikkim has 27 colleges, 
six universities and other educa-
tional infrastructure made solely 
for the bene it of the students,” he 
pointed out.

He invited the students to avail 
free technical education in institu-
tions such as CCCT-Chisopani and 

ATTC-Bardang. He also shared that 
the State Government, from this 
year onwards, will sponsor stu-
dents for coaching classes to pre-
pare them for competitive exams 
and encouraged the students to 
take advantage of the opportunity. 

He also reiterated the State Gov-
ernment’s decision to include sci-
ence and commerce stream in all the 
Senior Secondary Schools in Sikkim.

The CM maintained that the 
students are required to be im-
bued with the ethos of creative 
aspirations while selecting a ca-
reer path for their future. He un-
derscored that the students need 
to concentrate on emerging career 
opportunities that have a high de-
mand in the domestic as well as in 
the global arena. 

He also spoke that the forth-
coming world awaits humans to 
work in collaboration with arti-
icial intelligence and urged stu-

dents to instill agility, adaptability 
and re-skilling to survive in this 
competitive world. 

The CM also commented that 
lecturers of the colleges need to 

devise an interactive classroom 
environment and adopt a variety 
of modern teaching techniques 
and raise the level of education in 
the State. 

Talking about organic farming, 
he urged the younger generation to 
embrace organic sustainable devel-
opment by implementing various 
facets of business models with en-
vironmentally viable techniques. 

NGC Principal, Dr Paudyal 
spoke in detail about the develop-
ment of NGC in terms of education 
and other facilities under the State 
Government. 

During the course of the pro-
gram, the Chief Minister was felic-
itated by the students of NGC for 
his commitment towards uplifting 
Sikkim, leading the State-wide or-
ganic mission and strengthening 
the education scenario in the State. 

The major attractions of Grish-
mautsav are open volleyball, in-
ter-college badminton and table 
tennis competitions, dance shows, 
singing and poem recitation with 
many other activities to be held 
during the course of the festival.

Chamling urges students to 
develop critical thinking

contd from pg01

Gyalshing College adopts Arigaon under 
Swachh Bharat Summer Internship Prog

G , 25 M  [IPR]: So-
cial Justice, Empowerment and 
Welfare Department conducted 
a meeting with the Joint Secre-
tary, Ministry of Social Justice 
and Empowerment, Department 
of Empowerment of Persons 
with Disabilities, Government 
of India, Dolly Chakrobatty and 
Director, National Institute of 
Empowerment of Persons with 
Multiple Disabilities, Dr Himan-
shu Das at Sikkim State Coop-
erative Union [SICUN] in Assam 
Lingzey today.

The main aim of the meeting 
was to discuss the establishment 
of a Composite Regional Centre 
[CRC] at Assam Lingzey for the 
welfare and bene it of persons 
with disabilities in the State.  

The meeting was chaired 
by Minister for Social Justice 
Empowerment and Welfare 
Department, Tulsi Devi Rai, 
and was also attended by area 

MLA, BB Rai, SICUN chairman, 
Ganesh Rai, Special Secretary 
[SJE&WD], Dhan Jyoti Mukhia, 
Additional Secretary [SJE&WD], 
K.B Pradhan and department 
of icials.

A presentation regarding the 
vision and concepts of the CRC 

was made by the architect of the 
CRC project. The presentation 
also highlighted the plans and 
design of the CRC. 

The presentation was fol-
lowed by a brie ing on the CRC 
schemes with suggestive ideas 
for implementation of the 

scheme by the visiting of icers. 
The of icials also visited the 

CRC site.
Ms Chakrobatty suggested 

the Minister to establish a tem-
porary CRC in the SICUN cam-
pus until the establishment of 
the permanent campus. 

SJE&WD conducts a meeting with
Joint Secretary of MoSJ&E

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 25 M :

A sensitization pro-
gramme regarding 

the State Government’s 
initiative to provide free 
HPV [Human Papilloma 
Virus] vaccination to 
girls aged between 09-14 
was held today at Upper 
Tanak Primary School in 
South Sikkim. 

The programme was 
attended by panchayats, 
teachers, parents and 

students.
The HPV vaccination 

campaign is scheduled to 
begin as a trial from the 
irst week of June. 

The initial one week 
vaccination will cover 
all schools and educa-
tional institutions and 
the second week will 
be focused on drop-out 
children or children who 
do not go to school, the 
resource persons in-
formed added. 

Sensitization
prog on HPV vaccines 

held at Upper 
Tanak School

ITBPF COMMANDANT INTERACTS WITH STUDENTS AND TEACHERS
G , 25 M : Commandant, Indo Tibetan Border Police Force, Pengong, Rajesh Kumar Tomar, to-
day interacted with the teachers and students of ITBPF School at Pengong, North Sikkim. Mr Tomar, 
during his interaction, talked about the importance of education and also urged the students to maintain 
their physical itness.  He also urged the teachers to conduct yoga, computer and other co-curricular 
activities for the students.

ICAR-NCR hosts
Floriculture Deptt 
of icials from J&K 

G , 25 M  [PIB]: Indian Council for Agricul-
ture Research- National Research Centre for Orchids, 
Pakyong hosted a ive-day training programme from 
21 to 25 May at its premises for the visiting of icials 
of Department of Floriculture, Government of Jammu 
& Kashmir.

The training programme on ‘Cultivation of Orchids 
and other cut lowers’ had lectures, demonstration 
and technical sessions on orchid cultivation. 

The of icials also visited orchid farm at Rumtek, 
East Sikkim.  

ry punishment would 
be given to Gogoi if he 
was found guilty “any of-
fence”.

“If any of icer of the 
Indian Army is found 
guilty of any offence, we 
will take strictest possi-
ble action,” Rawat told 
reporters in Pahalgam, 
about 95 km from here, 
while on a visit to the 
Army Goodwill School.

“If Major Gogoi has 
done something wrong, 
I assure you that he will 
be awarded punishment 
at the earliest... The pun-
ishment will set an exam-
ple,” the army chief said.

Jammu and Kashmir 
police is already con-
ducting an investigation 
into the May 23 incident 
when the major along 
with his driver and a 
young woman from 
Budgam were handed 
over to the police.

The hotel staff had 
denied Gogoi entry into 
a room with the woman, 
of icials said.

Gogoi’s decision to tie 
a civilian to the bonnet 
of his vehicle in Kashmir 
last year had sparked a 
row.

Army orders 
court
of inquiry 
against Nitin 
‘Human 
Shield’ Gogoi
contd from pg01
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Gangtok on 
Saturday, 
26 May

Temp: 26°C /15°C
Forecast: Mostly 
cloudy; a heavy 
morning shower, 
then heavy showers]. 
Sunrise: 04:42 AM
Sunset: 6:23 PM

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
ENERGY & POWER DEPARTMENT

Advertisement No: 599/Adm            Dated: 24.05.2018
EMPLOYMENT NOTICE

Application are invited from eligible local candidates for fi lling up of 5 (fi ve) posts of Driver on tem-
porary regular basis in PB-I of Rs.5200-20,200 + Grade Pay of Rs.2400/- under Energy & Power Depart-
ment through direct recruitment.

However, during the period of probation/apprenticeship/training their pay  shall be governed by Not. 
No.489/GEN/DOP dated 31.10.2011.

SL. 
NO.

NAME 
OF THE 
POST

NUM-
BER 
OF 

POST

EDU-
CATION 

QUALIFI-
CATION

RESERVATION PAY BAND 
& G.P.

1 Driver 5 (Five) Class VIII 
(Passed)

Sl. 
No.

Category Number 
of posts

PB-I of 
Rs.5200-
20,200/- & 
G.P. 
Rs.2400/-

1 Unreserved 1

2 Bhutia / Lepcha (Wom-
en)

1

3 Other Backward Class-
es- Central List

1

4 Other Backward Class-
es- State List (Women)

1

5 Schedule Tribe 1

Total 5

1. Age limit- Should have attained the age of 18 years, but should not have exceeded 40 years as on 
31.05.2018, in terms of Notifi cation No: M(3)/(55)/GEN/DOP/Pt.III Dt: 03/07/2017.

2. Candidates should have knowledge of Motor Mechanism (the candidates should be able to remove 
minor defects in vehicle).

3. The Selection will be made through Open Competitive Examination.
Candidates seeking admission for the Examination should obtain prescribed form from the Offi  ce of 

the Additional Secretary, Energy & Power Department on production of a Bank Receipt of Rs.100/-(ONE 
HUNDRED) only credited under Revenue head 0801-Power-01800-Other Receipt – 02 other Receipt 
(Cost of Application Form).

Application Forms shall be available at any working days from 11.00 am to 3.00 pm from 28.05.2018 
to 28.06.2018 at Room No. 508 (of the Administrative Section of the Energy & Power Department).

Application form complete in all respects along with the attested photocopies of the following doc-
uments must reach the Offi  ce of the Additional Secretary, Energy & Power Department on or before 
03.07.2018 till 3.00 PM.

1. Sikkim Subjects Certifi cate (SSC)/Certifi cate of Identifi cation (COI)
2. Class VIII Passed Mark sheet and Certifi cate onwards.
3. Valid Local Employment Card in case of unemployed candidate.
4. N.O.C. from the Head Offi  ce/Department in case of in-service candidate.
5. Scheduled Tribe (BL) Certifi cate/OBC Certifi cate/Scheduled Tribe Certifi cate.
6. Unmarried Certifi cate issued by SDM/DDO in case of unmarried women.
7. A copy of Valid Local Driving License.
The written exam of 68 marks shall be held on 30.07.2018 and the candidates who qualify with 

minimum 50% marks in the written examination shall be called for Viva-Voce of 12 marks and Driving 
Skill Test of 20 marks.

Admit Card shall be issued to eligible candidates from the Offi  ce Room No. 508 (Administrative 
Section) from 09.07.2018 to 14.07.2018 during Offi  ce working days from 11 AM to 3.00 PM.

INCOMPLETE APPLICATION FORMS SHALL BE SUMMARILY REJECTED
Sd/- 

(ADDL. SECRETARY TO THE GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM)
ENERGY & POWER DEPARTMENT

R.O. No: 99/IPR/PUB/ Classi/18-19 Date: 25/05/2018  GANGTOK, SIKKIM

NITESH R PRADHAN
G , 25 M :

Nepali ilm, ‘Anam Zorbu,’ di-
rected by Ranjit Singh and 

produced by Anand Gurung 
under Sikkim’s Alpha Movie 
Productions, today released the 
irst song from the movie titled 

‘Moti Ko Haar’.
The song is composed by 

Udit Chettri and sung by Melina 
Rai and Udit Chettri with lyrics 
by Bhakti Sharma.

The song was of icially re-
leased on YouTube today by the 
leading entertainment portal of 
Nepal, ‘Highlights Nepal’.

Sikkimese actors Denjam 
Lepcha and Bhumika Upreti are 
slated to make their big screen 
debut with the ilm 

The song’s accompanying 
video has been choreographed 
by Kamal Rai.

Post production of the movie 
was handled by Koche Multime-
dia Private Limited with camera 

work by Mohan Upadhay. 
While speaking at the 

launch, director Ranjit Singh 

informed that the movie will 
be released soon and is aiming 
to promote local Sikkimese tal-

ent with most artists from the 
State making appearances in 
the movie. 

Makers of ‘Anam Zorbu’ release
irst song from the movie  YOGEN THATAL

S , 25 M :

After the successful 
run of the irst sea-

son of ‘Sikkim’s Danc-
ing Icon’ in 2017, the 
much-appreciated dance 
contest is back with its 
second season. 

The irst round of au-
ditions was held in Gang-
tok on 21 Apr where 81 
contestants were short-
listed for the next round 
from an impressive 122 
hopefuls. 

Continuing with its 
hunt for dancers, V-Ma-
trix Dance Academy, 
Singtam in collaboration 
with CID Academy, Ra-
nipool have announced 
the second round of au-
ditions to be held in Sing-
tam on 29 May.  

The auditions will be 
held in Singtam Nagar 
Panchayat from 10 a.m. 
onwards.

The irst edition of 
Sikkim’s Dancing Icon 
featured dancers from 
Sikkim only. However, 
this time the organizers 
have decided to invite 
dancers from Darjeeling, 
Kalimpong and Siliguri 
as well. 

After the auditions 
are done, the selected 
contestants will compete 
in the mega audition, the 
dates for which will be 
announced later.

The inale of the com-
petition is likely to be held 
in September and will be 
judged by one of the coun-
try’s celebrated dancer, 
Dharmesh Yelande [Dance 
India Dance fame].

The winner of the 
Sikkim’s Dancing Icon 
will be awarded with a 
trophy and cash prize.

The competition is 
divided into junior and 
senior category.

Second audition for
Sikkim’s Dancing Icon S02 

to be held in Singtam 

COOL JUGAAD: Snack stalls at Bhotey Bhir near Rangpo along the National 
Highway use natural lowing water to keep the cold drinks, well, cold. The drinks 
are stored in a small pit inside the earth loor and with water constantly replaced 
to keep them cold. [Pic: Rebyna Rana]

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 25 M :

In continuation of its riverfront 
cleaning drive, the Forest De-

partment today cleaned Bakthang 
Falls premises. 

The tenth day of the cleanup 
drive was coordinated by Division-
al Forest Of icer [Social Forestry] 
and team and was participated 
by Bojoghari Senior Secondary 

School’s Eco Club, a press release 
informs.

The cleanup drive was sup-
ported by ENVIS, Sikkim. 

An awareness rally to sensitize 
local tourism stakeholders, shop-
keepers, taxi drivers and tourist at 
the Bakthang Falls premises was 
also conducted. 

Dustbins were also handed 
over to the local tourism stake-

holders. 
The Forest Department and the 

Ministry of Environment, Forest 
and Climate Change, Government 
of India, have been carrying out 
extensive riverfront cleanliness 
drives along Rani Khola and its ad-
joining streams since 15 May as a 
part of the activities leading up to 
World Environment Day, the re-
lease informs.

10th day of riverfront cleanliness 
drive cleans up Bakthang Falls

Holy Cross 
School 
student 
selected for 
National 
Level Science 
Exhibition 
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 25 M :
Rishal Pandey Chettri, a 
class X student from Holy 
Cross School, has been 
selected for the Nation-
al Science Exhibition for 
Inspire-Award, Manak, 
to be held in July, a press 
release informs.

Rishal was selected 
on the basis of his 
presentation at the 
recently held state-level 
science exhibition held 
at Science Centre in 
Marchak where he had 
presented a project on 
Automatic Railway Gate 
Crossing to prevent rail-
crossing accidents.

Four students from 
various schools in Sik-
kim, including Rishal, are 
all set to represent Sik-
kim at the Nationals, the 
release informs. 

SAGAR CHETTRI
G , 25 M : 

The Limboo Tamang Voluntary Committee [LTVC] has 
reiterated its demand that the State Government 

immediately resolve the 
long-pending requirement 
of seat reservation for Lim-
boo and Tamang communi-
ties in the State Legislative 
Assembly. The organisation 
has also stressed its stand 
that the seats be reserved 
from the existing 32 seats in the assembly.

Addressing a press conference here today, LTVC 
members placed three demands to the State Govern-
ment- provide indigenous primitive status for Limboo 
tribe, amend Revenue Order No. 1 to include Limboo 
lands from alienation and restoration of lost Tsong 
(Limboo) seat. 

It is informed that these demands have also been 
placed with central leaders during the recent Delhi 
tour of an LTVC delegation.

They stated that the 40 seats formula recommend-
ed by the Burman Commission was a futile exercise 
for the Limboo and Tamang communities and that 
even leaders in the Centre mentioned that the Bur-
man Commission report was the biggest hurdle for 

seat reservation. 
On the same, they reiterated their stand that seat 

reservation from the existing 32 seats was the easiest 
and simplest way. They mentioned that State Govern-

ment has been trying to 
make LT seats as Sched-
uled Tribe seats through 
Burman Commission 
report, which was ‘total-
ly unacceptable’ to the 
organization as LT seats 
should be given as LT ex-

clusively they argue. 
They also stressed that even if the State government 

wanted to reserve seats for LT with 40 seat formula then 
the solution should be permanent and not interim.

LTVC mentioned that the organisation is not 
against any community getting tribal status but LT 
should get their seats irst given that this has been 
pending for the last 16 years. 

They also added that the Article 371F has to be 
amended to expand the Assembly seats and believe 
that this will weaken Article 371 F resulting in its di-
lution in future. They again reiterated their announce-
ment to come out on the streets should the State Gov-
ernment fail to reserve seats for Limboo and Tamang 
by end of this year. 

LTVC reiterates reserved seats 
from existing 32 demand

Overbooked 
Air India 
light leaves 

passengers 
behind
N  D , M  25 
(PTI): Some passengers 
of an Air India Delhi-Ra-
jkot light were left ag-
grieved today at the Indi-
ra Gandhi International 
Airport here after the 
airline denied boarding 
to them on the ground 
that the light was over-
booked.

The airlines did not 
allow some passengers to 
board the Rajkot-bound 
light scheduled for 

around 5 pm from here.
Con irming the in-

cident, an Air India 
spokesperson said it was 
a “rare occurrence” and 
that only two passengers 
were affected.

They are being send 
to their destinations 
through an alternative 
light. The passengers 

are believed to have pro-
tested the incident at 
the airport terminal, the 
spokesperson said.

The spokesperson 
said usually up to 10 per 
cent extra booking is 
allowed to ensure opti-
mum capacity utilisation 
and keeping in mind the 
last minute cancellations.

“In this particular 
sector, 2-3 per cent extra 
booking was allowed and 
in this particular light all 
the passengers report-
ed for the journey, thus 
leading to this incident,” 
the spokesperson said.

HAVE  A 
STORY 

TO SHARE? 
email us:

news@
summittimes.com
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Urban Woes
There is a lot that is beyond repair, but 

some things can still be salvaged

For a town that has been a capital for little over a 
century but has ‘developed’ (read expanded) only 

in the past three decades, Gangtok is a frightfully ill-
planned hill top. Monsoons invariably leave behind 
calling cards ranging from the disastrous 1997 slides 
to routine reminders in the form of a looded high-
way, scratched hillsides, slipping foundation walls and 
storm-drain grills exploding out of their itments and 
barreling down the highway. Living in a region that 
signs in at Zone IV on the earthquake expectancy chart 
and then clocks in rainfall that can leave Cherapunji 
blushing at times, Gangtok residents knew what they 
were aspiring for when they chased iles to get sites 
allotted and offered sheepish explanations when the 
construction concrete digressed extensively from the 
original blueprint. There is no way that nature can be 
made to behave any differently from the way it wants 
to, but better planning and effective monitoring can 
keep human indulgence in check and even succeed in 
keeping even a safety-challenged town like Gangtok 
safe. 

If Gangtok habitations are unsafe, they are so 
as much because of the weather conditions here as 
they are because of the short-sighted decisions that 
the eighties and nineties are littered with. Few other 
places carry the ignominy of a building collapsing in 
an area marked out as a ‘Development Area’ or live 
with national highways which narrow into single-lane 
passages and lose blacktop with the briefest of show-
ers. For a town that expanded much after ideas of 
town-planning had become the norm, Gangtok is 
frightfully littered with habitations, which, while they 
are most exposed to risk, are also most inaccessible to 
rescue and evacuation. 

Unfortunately, there is very little that can be done 
for Gangtok anymore except sending up prayers to 
keep disasters at bay; fortunately, other towns in Sik-
kim that are ‘expanding’ even as the monsoons ad-
vance still have a ighting chance. District towns like 
Namchi, Gyalshing, even Rabongla and Singtam, are, 
however, replicating the Gangtok curve of develop-
ment. These towns have already reported frightful 
stories of buildings growing into High Tension cables 
and continuing with excavations even though the 
slopes have announced they won’t tolerate any more 
‘cutting’, but there is still hope for them. Most of these 
growing towns now have Nagar Panchayats and mu-
nicipal councils for themselves. One hopes that these 
bodies will eventually become about more than just 
situation-required [politically-correct and aid agen-
cy-friendly] receptacles for development funds. One 
hopes that these urban bodies are run by people who 
understand urbanisation and respect the virtues of 
planning. One hopes that the elected members of these 
bodies don’t forever remain busy playing chief guests 
and also spend some sessions brainstorming on how 
to develop their areas as safe zones for habitation. 

SD TSHERING 

The recent announcement by 
the government that Sikkim 

will be receiving 15 lakh tourists 
this year if believable puts Sik-
kim in the exclusive club of 51 
destinations in the world where 
tourists outnumber the locals. Sikkim 
will be comparable to places like Sey-
chelles and Aruba. 

The data however is very debat-
able taking into consideration the 
number of beds available in the state 
and the limited tourist season and 
the possibility of accommodating all 
the tourists who would be arriving 
in the state. The other destinations 
where tourists outnumber locals 
usually have a year-round tourist 
season with robust accommodation 
facilities. 

The growth in number of tourists 
is also extraordinary with no other 
state reaching such rate of increase 
within this period. 

Tourism has become one of the 
most important sectors with regard 
to revenue and employment in the 
State, but it does not get the attention 
it needs. Till date, the State has no 
irm tourism policy and decisions 

on this sector are taken on ad hoc 
manner. 

The only comprehensive tourism 
plan was prepared by Tata Consul-
tancy during the Bhandari Govern-
ment but was never implemented. 
Though half-hearted efforts to make 
a tourism policy have been initiated 
several times, serious effort to devel-
op this sector in a planned manner 
has not materialized yet. This sector 
has not been allocated the funds it 
requires through the state budget 
and the department relies complete-
ly on central funding to develop its 
infrastructure and fund its activi-
ties. The state government is bask-
ing in the glory of all the awards it 
has won in the northeastern region, 
where, except Assam, other North-
east States are devoid of tourists due 
to insurgency and other factors and 
therefore make a poor benchmark to 
be compared with. 

Most states have a tourism pol-
icy aimed at developing this sector 
by encouraging investment in infra-
structure by giving various incentives 
to private investors. Incentives like 
Capital investment subsidy, Interest 
subsidy, Waiver of electricity duty, 
Additional incentive for employ-
ment generation, Additional incen-
tives for adventure tour operators, 
Reimbursement of stamp duty and 
registration fee and Subsidy for qual-
ity improvement are given for hotels, 
parks and other tourist related infra-
structure. 

In Sikkim, however, there is no en-
couragement for private investment 
in this sector. 

One reason why most hotels are 
leased out is that the owners who 
take loans to build their hotels are 
not inclined to take the risk of de-
faulting on loan payment if the hotel 
does not run. By leasing it out, they 
are at least assured of some payment 
since there is no incentive to run the 
hotel themselves.

Lack of a tourism policy has 

the danger of not directing the 
growth of tourism in a sustainable 
manner. Uncontrolled tourist flow 
can cause severe environmental 
damage when carrying capacity of 
tourist sites is not estimated. Facil-
ity impacts occur when a regional 
area evolves from “exploration” to 
“involvement” and then into the 
“development” stage of the tourist 
area life cycle. 

In the development stage, 
environmental impacts due to 
construction of infrastructure 
like roads, hotels, power etc. can 
cause serious damage to the envi-
ronment. Noise pollution can dis-
turb wildlife and alter behavior, 
and light pollution can disrupt 
the feeding and reproductive be-
havior of many creatures. When 
power is supplied by diesel or 
gasoline generators there is ad-

ditional noise and pollution. Gen-
eral waste and garbage are also a 
result of the facilities. 

As more tourists arrive there 
is an increase in food and beverag-
es consumed, which in turn creates 
waste plastic and non-biodegrad-
able products. Sites like Tsomgo 
are already showing environmental 
distress due to uncontrolled tourist 
low. Places like Lachung and Pelling 

have turned into concrete jungles 
destroying the pristine nature of the 
sites which made it famous. Lack of 
proper sewerage facility and gar-
bage disposal at sites like Pelling, 
Lachung, Lachen and other upcom-
ing sites will have serious effect on 
the environment. 

Tourist activities like hiking, 
trekking, and camping that direct-
ly affect the activity area. The most 
obvious is the erosion and compac-
tion of the trail itself. There are a 
number of other direct impacts on 
the treaded area, such as damage or 
removal of vegetation, loss of veg-
etation height, reduction in foliage 
cover, exposure of tree root sys-
tems, migration of trampled vegeta-
tion, and introduction of non-native 
species. 

Unbridled tourist low can lead to 
new diseases and socio-cultural im-
pacts such as drug addiction, crime, 
pollution, prostitution, and a decline 
in social stability as well as growth 
of capitalist values and a consumer 

culture. 
Tourism can also have nega-

tive economic effects, the overall 
price of living increases in tour-
ist destinations in terms of rent 
and rates and property values 
going up. This can be problem-

atic for locals looking to buy property 
or others on a ixed income. 

Though the tourism sector 
has grown rapidly in Sikkim, the 
benefits from this sector have 
been minimal to the state. The 
money outflow from this sector 
has increased as the sector has 
grown. Since most hotels are 
leased to non locals the profit 
from them goes out and only the 
rent earned by the owners stays 
back. Employment generation in 
this sector has only benefitted 
the non locals since locals do 
not want to work in this sector. 
Locals who been brainwashed 
to think that employment means 
only government jobs and have 
developed a beggar mentality 
relying on government “Bikas” 
for everything. The recent 
announcement of the Chief Minister 
that all businesses will have to 
employ 90% locals is easier said 
than done. It will take more than 
just election promises to change 
the mentality of the youth to seek 
employment in private sector. 

The greatest danger posed by the 
growing tourism sector is the in low 
of non locals due to the employment 
and business opportunities associat-
ed with this sector which has already 
changed the demographic pattern of 
the state. Social and cultural changes 
are already taking place which can se-
riously harm the ethnic socio-cultural 
pattern of the state. Acculturation is 
already taking place and local culture 
is being in luenced by other cultures 
modifying the food habits, dress, fes-
tivals, behaviour, etc. 

If Sikkim is to benefit from 
tourism, a long term tourism poli-
cy aimed at providing basic infra-
structure like good roads to tourist 
sites and assurance of good water 
and electricity supply must be in-
sured in all tourist destinations. 
Incentives to invest in this sector 
must be made attractive so that 
overall infrastructure can be im-
proved. Legal framework to pro-
tect local interest in this sector 
must be framed with broad safe-
guards against the negative fallout 
of growing tourist inflow. Adhoc 
schemes like distributing funds for 
home stays to undeserving candi-
dates and holding tourist festivals 
for locals need to be replaced with 
incentives to entrepreneurs in-
vesting in hotels and other tourist 
related projects and better mar-
keting of the state at national and 
international level. 

Tourism can be both bene icial 
and harmful, it is the government’s 
duty to have policies in place to guard 
against harmful effects and boost the 
bene its from this sector.

[The writer is former Sec-
retary of Department of Eco-

nomics, Statistics, Monitoring 
and Evaluation (DESM&E)]

Tourist Deluge

Source: Department of Tourism, Government of Sikkim

Source:  Travel&Tourism Council 2017

MAZ IDRISS
theconversation.com

The UK has seen some shocking cases of hon-
our-based violence and murder. But most people 

would be surprised to learn that many of the victims 
of this horrendous abuse are men. Despite 20% of 
cases of forced marriage relating to men, they have 
become the forgotten victims and as a result there is 
very little help available to them. There is a dearth of 
empirical research into this issue but we hope our on-
going study will help ind some solutions.

Honour-based violence occurs when the actions 
of a victim are perceived by their family to have dam-
aged its reputation. There could be a number of rea-
sons for this, including having a relationship outside 
marriage, being too “westernised” or refusing to enter 
into a forced marriage.

Two of the most notable cases in the UK involved 
the murder of young girls by their families. In 2003, 
Sha ilea Ahmed was murdered by her parents be-
cause she had refused to enter into a forced marriage. 
And in 2006, Banaz Mahmod was also murdered on 
the orders of her father and uncle for “dishonouring” 
the family. 

Cases involving male victims are indeed rarer – 
but they exist and those victims need help too. Our re-
search involved a number of studies on honour-based 
violence and forced marriages with the aim of helping 
victims and survivors.

‘FORGOTTEN VOICES’
Much of the research going on right now focuses on 
raising the pro ile of violence against women and 
girls. But our Roadshow 2018 aims to raise the pro ile 
of male victims.

Responding to and improving service provision 
for men poses certain challenges. Male victims have 

been neglected due to a combination of factors, in-
cluding a lack of awareness. There is also resistance 
or dismissiveness by some organisations to address 
the service needs of men.

The social construction that “men cannot be vic-
tims”, as well as a framework that views the service 
needs of women as a higher priority, adds to this com-
plexity.

Barriers for men to report their abuse also exist 
in the form of concepts of masculinity, honour and 
shame. All these issues can prevent male victims from 
coming forward.

It is true that cases of honour-based violence and 
forced marriage generally relate to violence in licted 
by older male relatives. But perpetrators can also be 
women and wives. Where women are the perpetra-
tors, men often avoid reporting it because of the fear 
of being ridiculed or shamed.

LACK OF SERVICE PROVISION

I am one of the trustees of The Elm Foundation which 
is a domestic abuse organisation. Although its core 
operation is to support women, the foundation also 
supports male victims with a male refuge that can 
house three single male victims at any one time.

But the next nearest male refuge is over 150 miles 
away. There is clearly a disparity between the service 
provision for men and women. Sadly, the national 
picture is the same. There are no refuges in London 
and only 18 nationally that serve men. Although more 
services should be available for women because they 
are predominantly the victims of violence, there still 
needs to be provision for men.

In 2008, the House of Commons Select Commit-
tee issued a report recommending various changes 
to help address the issues around honour-based vio-
lence. But ten years on, there are still problems with 
intervention and many of the committee’s recom-
mendations have not been fully implemented or acted 

upon.
WHAT’S GOING WRONG?

There are problems with the police, particularly 
around how victims are treated by of icers and how 
they feel uninformed on the progress of their cases. 
They are not receiving help soon enough or being be-
lieved in the irst instance. There were also instances 
in our research where information about victims was 
not treated in strict con idence, potentially exposing 
victims to further risk of harm.

This is largely due to a lack of training and aware-
ness on the part of police of icers to recognise and 
spot the signs of abuse and them failing to appreciate 
the cultural issues some cases present.

In June 2014, the government criminalised 
breaches of Forced Marriage Protection Orders and 
created a new criminal offence of forced marriage. 
But a major concern about criminalisation is the fact 
that perpetrators are often family members. So while 
some victims are prepared to see their parents pros-
ecuted many others are not because of the love and 
emotional attachments involved.

Our research has uncovered key improvements 
that need to be made including: a national strategy 
on honour-based violence; better training and aware-
ness for all state agencies around men being victims, 
and better education in schools, colleges and univer-
sities to inform young people about their rights and 
responsibilities.

There is clearly a conversation to be had about 
how we can improve support for victims, both wom-
en and men. But it is hoped that our work will spark 
a much needed change in policy and improve services 
for male victims.

[the writer is Lecturer in Law, Man-
chester Metropolitan University]

The forgotten male 
victims of honour-

based violence
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N  D , M  25 (PTI): The 
Delhi High Court today sought re-
sponse from the AAP government 
on a PIL seeking quashing of a 
provision in the Delhi Excise Act 
which prescribes 25 years as the 
minimum legal age for buying and 
drinking alcohol.

A bench of Acting Chief Justice 
Gita Mittal and Jusice C Hari Shan-
kar issued a notice to the Excise 
department of the Delhi govern-
ment on the plea which cited the 
lower drinking age in other states 
of the country.

The matter is listed for next 
hearing on October 9.

The High Court was hearing 
a plea iled by lawyer Kush Kalra 
seeking quashing of section 23 of 

Delhi Excise act, 2009 which pre-
scribes 25 years as legal age of 
drinking in Delhi.

The plea has also sought to 
know what steps the Delhi govern-
ment has taken towards prohib-
iting and regulating the sale and 
supply of alcohol to persons under 
the age of 25 years in the National 
Capital Territory of Delhi.

In his plea, Kalra said that 
while the legal age to drink in 
Uttar Pradesh, Goa, Telangana, 
Jharkhand was 21, in Rajasthan 
and Puducherry it was 18.

“A person coming to Delhi from 
a state which legalises drinking 
at the age of 18 years is likely to 
continue consuming alcohol thus 
criminalising their behaviour. On 

the other hand young persons 
from Delhi travel to states which 
have lower legal ages to consume 
alcohol which raises the question 
how a person by moving his/her 
location becomes responsible,” the 
plea said.

The petition also contended 
that according to reports about 
67 per cent of the population in 
the age group of 18-25 years pur-
chased alcohol from liquor vends 
but are never asked for age proof.

It has sought directions to 
the Delhi government to conduct 
awareness programmes on 
responsible consumption of 
alcohol among college and school 
going students by including it in 
the curriculum.

Plea for lower drinking
age in Delhi

S , M  25 (PTI): 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and his Bangladesh counterpart 
Sheikh Hasina arrived at Viswa 
Bharati University this morning 
to attend the convocation cere-
mony.

The PM arrived in his chop-
per at Panagarh in Bardhaman 
West district around 10am and 
left for the convocation venue 

soon after.
He was greeted with a bou-

quet of lowers by Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee on his arrival. 
Governor Keshari Nath Tripathi 
and senior leaders of West Ben-
gal BJP unit were also present at 
the helipad to welcome the PM.

Both Modi and Hasina signed 
the visitors’ book at the univer-
sity before taking to the dais at 

the convocation venue.
Earlier in the day, the uni-

versity witnessed unruly scenes 
as youths were seen protesting 
outside the convocation venue 
over paucity of water, an of icial 
said.

The youths alleged that 
some students fell sick as there 
were inadequate arrangements 
for water and other facilities at 

the venue.
The university authorities, 

however, said the protesters 
were outsiders and had nothing 
to do with the university.

“Some of the protesters were 
identi ied and asked to leave the 
venue. The problem has been 
taken care of,” said a university 
of icial.

PM Modi, Hasina arrive at Viswa 
Bharati University in Bengal

TMC 
protest 
march in 
Kolkata 
against 
fuel price 
hike
K , M  25 (PTI): 
Trinamool Congress took 
out a protest march in 
the city today against 
surging fuel prices and 
its MP Abhishek Banerjee 
slammed the Centre for 
its anti-people policies.

“Our protest will 
continue till the hike in 
prices is rolled back,” 
Banerjee, who is the Tri-
namool Youth Congress 
president and led the ral-
ly here, said.

The protest march 
moved from Raja Subodh 
Mullick Square to Park 
Street in the city and the 
party will take out simi-
lar rallies in the districts 
tomorrow and on Sunday.

“We will lay down 
our lives but we will not 
allow the BJP to promul-
gate anti-people poli-
cies,” he said adding that 
the NDA government at 
the Centre is nearing its 
end in the 2019 general 
election.

Thanking the people 
for TMC win the recent 
panchayat poll in the 
state, Banerjee said “The 
death knell for the arro-
gant government at the 
Centre has been sound-
ed. Our leader Mamata 
Banerjee was present at 
the swearing-in ceremo-
ny in Karnataka. The ‘bis-
arjan’ of the government 
at the Centre will take 
place in 2019.”

He said because BJP 
could not ight the TMC 
in West Bengal politi-
cally, it tried to foil the 
recently-held panchayat 
elections.

“But people gave us 20 
out of 20 zilla parishads. 
In 2019 too people will 
give us 42 out of 42 seats. 
Our workers are our big-
gest assets. The party’s 
existence is because of 
our committed workers,” 
Banerjee added.

S  (WB), 
M  25 (PTI): Bangla-
desh has given shelter to 
around 11 lakh Rohingya 
refugees on “humanitari-
an grounds” but want the 
Myanmar government to 
take them back as early 
as possible, Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina today 
said.

“Eleven lakh Rohing-
ya refugess have come 
to Bangladesh. We have 
given them shelter on 
humanitarian ground. 
We want them to return 
as early as possible. We 
want Myanmar govern-
ment to take them back,” 
Hasina said at the inau-
guration of Bangladesh 
Bhavan here.

“We have a popula-
tion of 16 crore. If nec-
essary, we will share our 
food with them (Rohing-
yas)” she said.

According to the 
United Nations, the hu-
manitarian crisis caused 
by escalating violence 
in Myanmar’s Rakhine 
State has forced several 
lakh Rohingyas to cross 
the border into Bangla-
desh’s Cox’s Bazar.

Not only has the pace 
of arrivals since August 
last year till April has 
made this the fastest 
growing refugee crisis in 
the world, the concentra-
tion of refugees in Cox’s 
Bazar is now among the 
densest in the world.

Rohingya refugees 
are in B’desh on 

humanitarian 
grounds: Hasina

G , M  25 
(PTI): The India-Ban-
gladesh border in Assam 
will be sealed by Decem-
ber employing technical 
solutions on the river 
part of the frontier and 
smart fencing on the 
land area, Chief Minister 
Sonowal has said.

The CM, who com-
pleted two years in of-
ice yesterday, said the 

move was a part of the 
state’s initiative to curb 
cross-border in iltration 
and smuggling.

In keeping with the 
promises, the government 
would be taking effective 
measures to make the state 
“economically vibrant” and 
free from “scourge of illegal 
migration and insurgency”, 
he told reporters at a press 
meet here.

“While non-physical 
barriers will be used to 
seal the riverine areas 
along the border, the 
portion on land will be 
secured with smart fenc-
ing,” the CM said.

Talking about the 
widespread protests in 
Assam over the Citizen-
ship (Amendment) Bill, 
2016, he said, the state 
government would never 
go against the interests 
of its people.

The Bill seeks to grant 

citizenship to persecuted 
minorities from Afghani-
stan, Bangladesh and Pa-
kistan after six years of 
their residence in India.

“Assam has taken 
initiatives to update the 
National Register of Cit-
izens (NRC) under the 
directions of the Su-
preme Court. Ours is the 
irst and only state in the 

country undertaking this 
exercise to document 
bona ide citizens of the 
state,” Sonowal added. 

India-Bangladesh border to 
be sealed by Dec: Sonowal

M  (WB), M  25 (PTI): A man 
was allegedly assaulted by four per-
sons in a moving train in West Bengal, 
after he failed to reply to their queries 
on the prime minister and the national 
anthem, police said today.

The victim, a migrant labourer, was 
on his way to Kaliachak in Malda district 
from Howrah on May 14, when the four 

persons got into the train and sat next to 
his seat after he had brie ly deboarded 
at a station, a police of icer said.

Upon his arrival, they suddenly start-
ed asking him questions about Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, the national an-
them and Chief Minister Mamata Baner-
jee, he said, adding, the man was roughed 
up when he could not reply to the queries.

Man thrashed for failing to answer
queries on PM, nat’l anthem
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L  A , M  25 (AFP): Moriya Juta-
nugarn, playing with new con idence since 
her maiden LPGA win last month, had six 
birdies in a six-under 66 on Thursday to 
join a four-way tie for the lead at the LPGA 
Volvik Championship.

Moriya, who had notched 11 top-10 
inishes in 2017 before inally breaking 

through for her irst win at the LA Open, 
missed just one fairway and hit 14 of 18 
greens in regulation as she tied her low 
irst-round score of 2018.

She was joined atop the leaderboard 
by Germany’s Caroline Masson and Amer-
icans Danielle Kang and Amy Olson.

“I feel is more relaxed now, and of 
course I like looking forward for my next 
one,” Moriya said of vying for a second ca-
reer title.

“But I just want to set it as a goal and go 
back to what I have to do every day, every 
shot, and I think, it’s just more like starting 

over again.” 
Moriya, whose younger sister Ariya 

won the weather-hit Kingsmill Champion-
ship on Sunday, said she’s been working 

hard on a simple, committed approach to 
her game.

“Pretty much you just hit the shot, go 
ind the ball, hit another shot,” she said. “If 

you don’t make (the) putt, just go hit an-
other putt.

“I had a lot of fun out there.” 
Masson emerged with a share of the 

lead after an eventful round that included 
six birdies, an eagle and two bogeys.

She said improved putting was the key.
“I played well last week, and my 

ball-striking was really good and I was 
struggling a little bit with the putts. Just 
changed a couple things with my coach 
earlier this week and it seemed to work,” 
she said.

“So it was just nice to see a couple go 
in and played pretty solid overall.” Mas-
son and Moriya played in the same group. 
They teed off on 10 and both said they fed 
off the birdies that abounded.

Masson, seeking her irst LPGA win 
since 2016, eagled the par- ive 14th, 
where she rolled in a 30-footer.

“That was kind of the irst really nice 

putt that I made today,” she said.
“Sometimes it can really get you into 

a really good round, so it was fun to play 
like that.” Kang, like Moriya, had six birdies 
without a bogey and Olson had seven bird-
ies with just one bogey.

Japanese teenager Nasa Hataoka, who 
inished runner to Ariya in a playoff at 

the Kingsmill Championship, was among 
a group of seven players one shot off the 
pace on a crowded leaderboard.

She was joined by Australian Minjee 
Lee, England’s Jodi Ewart Shadoff and 
Americans Megan Khang, Jessica Korda, 
Lindy Duncan and Morgan Pressel.

Another half a dozen players were a 
further stroke back on 68.

Defending champion Feng Shanshan, 
seeking her irst title of 2018, endured a 
tough bogey-bogey inish that dropped 
her to a tie for 104th, two-over par and 
eight shots off the lead.

Moriya among LPGA leaders in Michigan

Delhi to host 
shooting 
meet after 
Nipah virus 
scare forces 
venue shift
N  D , M  25 
(PTI): The Nipah vi-
rus threat in Kerala has 
prompted the nation-
al shooting federation 
to shift the 18th Kumar 
Surendra Singh Memorial 
Championship to Delhi.

The national champi-
onship and trials for the 
ri le and pistol shooters 
were scheduled to be 
held at Thiruvanantha-
puram from May 31 to 
June 18. They will be now 
held in the second week 
of June at the capital’s 
Dr Karni Singh Shooting 
Ranges.

The national trials for 
the seniors/juniors and 
youth (men and women) 
in the ri le and pistol dis-
ciplines were to be held 
from June 7 to 17.

“Delhi will host the 
event now and it will 
start around June 10,” a 
top NRAI of icial said.

NRAI had earlier said 
in a statement: “In view 
of Nipah virus in Ker-
ala, it has been decid-
ed to postpone 18 KSS 
Championship and selec-
tion trial 5, which were 
scheduled to be held at 
Trivandrum, Kerala.

“Fresh dates and ven-
ue will be noti ied short-
ly. NRAI and Gagan Na-
rang Sports Foundation, 
the unit hosting the event 
regret the inconvenience 
if any to all concerned.” 

The Nipah virus in-
fection claimed one more 
life in Kerala yesterday, 
according to the National 
Centre for Disease Con-
trol (NCDC). With this, 
the death toll has risen 
to 12.

The health minis-
try has issued preven-
tion guidelines advising 
people to avoid contact 
with infected bats and 
pigs, avoid consuming 
raw foods, eat only well-
cooked food, maintain 
personal hygiene and 
hand washing practice.

People have also 
been advised to wear 
N95 masks and report to 
the doctor in case of any 
symptoms.

C , M  25 
(AFP): The father of Sri 
Lankan cricket allround-
er Dhananjaya de Silva 
was shot dead by uniden-
ti ied gunmen on the eve 
of the national team’s 
departure to the West In-
dies, police said.

The player’s father 
Ranjan, a local politician, 
was gunned down in Rat-
malana, a suburb of the 
capital Colombo, close 
to midnight yesterday, 
police said. An investiga-
tion is underway but no 

arrests have been made.
Cricket of icials said 

26-year-old de Silva 
withdrew from the tour 
that involves three Test 
matches. However, there 
was no of icial word from 
the cricket board on who 
will replace de Silva.

Sri Lanka will also 
miss opener Dimuth 
Karunaratne who frac-
tured a inger while bat-
ting in the nets earlier 
this month as he pre-
pared for a limited-overs 
domestic tournament.

Sri Lanka
cricketer Silva quits tour 

after father’s murder

M , M  25 (PTI): 
Banned Australia captain Steve 
Smith, whose reputation lay in 
tatters after the ball-tamper-
ing scandal, is poised to make 
a comeback to cricket after be-
ing named among the marquee 
players for the inaugural Global 
T20 Canada event beginning 
June 28.

Smith will be playing along-
side other international stars 
such as Chris Gayle, Andre Rus-
sell and Shahid Afridi in the 
six-team tournament beginning 
June 28, organisers Cricket Can-
ada said in a statement.

The 28-year-old, who was 
suspended for 12 months in 
March for his role in the South 
African ball-tampering scandal 
in March this year, is allowed to 
play domestic tournaments out-
side Australia by Cricket Austra-
lia.

David Warner, who was the 
vice-captain, was also banned 
for 12 months and Cameron 
Bancroft was suspended for 
nine months for their role in 
ball-tampering during the third 
Test in Cape Town.

Dwayne Bravo, Lasith Malin-
ga, Chris Lynn, Darren Sammy, 
David Miller and Sunil Narine 
were also named as marquee 
players.

Smith, the then world’s 
number one Test batsman, was 
sacked and sent home in dis-
grace after the third Test against 
South Africa in March.

In the wake of the ball-tam-
pering controversy, he also 

stepped down as skipper of In-
dian Premier League franchise 
Rajasthan Royals before the 
BCCI banned him from the cash-
rich league.

Smith is also serving a ban 
for two years from holding a 
leadership position within the 
Australian team and he must un-
dertake 100 hours of voluntary 
service in community cricket.

The Global T20 Canada con-
sists of ive Canadian teams and 
a Cricket West Indies represen-
tative team, made up entirely 
of players from the Caribbean. 
A draft to determine who plays 
where will be held next week.

The six teams in the com-
petition are the Caribbean All-
Stars, Toronto Nationals, Mon-

treal Tigers, Ottawa Royals, 
Vancouver Knights and Winni-
peg Hawks.

Speaking about the associa-
tion, West Indies Cricket Board 
President Dave Cameron, said, 
“I would like to wish Global 
T20 Canada much success. The 
growth of our region will largely 
depend on the success of leagues 
and tournaments like this.

“We support Cricket Canada 
and look forward to working even 
closer going forward, so congrat-
ulations and all the best to Cricket 
Canada and Mercuri Group.” 

The league will comprise 22 
matches culminating in playoffs 
and the championship match on 
July 16. 

All contests will take place at 

Maple Leaf Cricket Club, a crick-
et-speci ic facility just north of 
Toronto that will be expanded to 
a capacity of 7,000 seats.

“Global T20 Canada marks 
the irst time a nation with 
associate member status is 
launching a league a major step 
forward in cricket’s global de-
velopment,” said Ranjit Saini, 
President, Cricket Canada. 

“Canadian cricket fans 
will have a great opportunity 
to see up close many of the 
world’s greatest players, and 
I’d like to thank International 
Cricket Council, CWI and the 
international cricket commu-
nity for their guidance and 
support in growing cricket in 
Canada.

Steve Smith returns to cricket
with Canadian T20 league

D , M  25 (PTI): 
The International Cricket 
Council has prohibited 
players and of icials from 
using communication 
devices, especially smart 
watches, on the ield of 
play as well as the dress-
ing room, taking another 
step at curbing corrup-
tion in the sport.

The ICC con irmed 
on Friday that under the 
Player and Match Of i-
cials Area (PMOA) Reg-
ulations, smart watches 
are not permitted to be 
worn on the ield and 
in areas designated as 
PMOA.

“ C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
devices are prohibited 
within the PMOA and no 
player is allowed to be 
in possession of or use a 
communications device 
which is connected to the 
internet whilst there,” 
the ICC said in a release.

The governing body 
added, “Smart watches in 
any way connected to a 
phone or WI-FI or in any 
way capable of receiving 
communications are not 

allowed and as such we 
will be reminding players 
that such devices must 
be surrendered along 
with their mobile devices 
on arrival at the ground 
on match days.” 

The move comes a 
day after it was revealed 
that Pakistan players 
were told to stop wear-
ing smart watches during 
the irst Test at Lord’s to 
avoid any allegations of 
match- ixing.

The ICC does not al-
low players to carry com-
munication devices to the 
ield and this ban extends 

to the dressing room as 
well. Of icials are allowed 
speci ic devices to com-
municate with their col-
leagues while they per-
form their duty.

It may be mentioned 
that India skipper Vi-
rat Kohli was captured 
by television cameras 
speaking on a walk-
ie-talkie while sitting 
in the dugout during 
an international match 
against New Zealand last 
November.

ICC prohibits smart 
watches on fi eld of 

play, dressing rooms

N  D , M  25 
(PTI): Former JNU Stu-
dents Union President 
Kanhaiya Kumar today 
said there was a need to 
get in touch with public 
and unite them through 
communication to save 
the democracy.

Kumar was speaking 
at an event ‘Building An In-
clusive India Citizens Con-
clave’ on the topic titled 
‘Democracy and Dissent’.

“We have to get in 
touch with public and 
unite them. The irst 
mode of communica-
tion is through language. 
There is so much igno-
rance among the public, 
because one feels that 
even if he is ignorant, he 

can still make it big. Even 
they are ‘bhakts’, instead 
of ignoring them we have 
to communicate to save 
the democracy,” he said.

Independent re-
searcher Usha Ramana-
than said, “In a democ-
racy like India, the UIDAI 
project was depriving 
people of their rights 
just because they do not 
clear the biometric test. 
It doesn’t produce an 
identity to us, instead it 
pro iles us as fake pro-
ile. If a biometric system 

does not work, you are 
not you.”

Various other speak-
ers, including activist 
Jagmati Sangwan, doc-
umentary ilmmaker 

Saba Dewan, retired IPS 
of icer Meeran Chadha 
Borwankar and journal-
ists Rajdeep Sardesai and 
Siddharth Varadarajan 
took part in the event.

The three-day event 
that began today to mark 
the launch of ‘India In-
clusive’, an informal open 
platform that offers cit-
izens and civil society 
across the country to 
network and preserve 
constitutional values.

The topics that would 
be focussed during the 
event are silencing the 
media, attack on rational-
ists and human resource 
development Society’s, 
pluralism, diversity and 
culture, among others.

Need to get in touch with public to save
democracy: Kanhaiya Kumar
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R , M  25 (PTI): 
A 25-year-old youth, de-
clared brain-dead follow-
ing an accident, will be 
giving a new lease of life 
to seven persons, as his 
vital organs have been 
donated to the Ahmed-
abad civil hospital.

Hardik Hadiya, an 
engineer working at a 
factory in Shapar In-
dustrial Area, met with 
an accident last week 
and suffered a severe 
head injury. He was ad-
mitted to Wockhardt 
Hospital here on May 
18.

“He had a severe brain 
injury, our doctors tried 
their best, but he was not 
responding to treatment 
and was declared `brain 
dead’,” said Dr Ravi Moga 
of the hospital.

“Doctors managed 
to convince his parents 
to donate his organs. A 

medical team from the 
Ahmedabad hospital 
came here last night and 
harvested the organs,” Dr 
Moga added.

Vital organs including 
kidneys, liver, eyes and 
pancreas were harvested 
from Pandya’s body.

“It will bene it at least 
seven patients who need 
organ transplants,” Dr 
Moga said.

Chief minister Vijay 
Rupani had instructed 
authorities to create a 
green corridor and make 
available an air-ambu-
lance so that Hardik’s 
heart could be taken to 
Ahmedabad for an ur-
gent transplantation, he 
said.

However, as the con-
dition of the patient who 
was to receive it dete-
riorated, the transplant 
procedure was cancelled, 
Moga said.

In death, 
accident 

victim to give 
new lease of 
life to many
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Fifteen people have been injured after two men walked into an Indian restaurant and set off a bomb, Canadian police say. The male sus-
pects led the scene after detonating what police have described as an “improvised explosive device” inside the Bombay Bhel restaurant 

in Mississauga, a suburb of Toronto, on Thursday at about 10.30pm (3.30am UK time). Sergeant Matt Bertram told The New York Times the 
men put down what appeared to be a paint can or bucket which exploded after they h’ad gone. It was illed with “projectable objects” he said.

W , M  25 
(PTI): India needs to 
be central to what the 
Trump administration 
does in South and Central 
Asia, Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo told law-
makers today, asserting 
that India “ought to be” 
one of America’s closet 
partners.

“For scores of reasons, 
India needs to be central 
to what we do. Speci ic is-
sues -- South Central Asia 
issues, Southeast Asia is-
sues. They ought to be one 
of our closest partners 

and we ought to do every-
thing we can to make sure 
that we achieve that,” he 
told the members of the 
powerful Senate Foreign 

Relations Committee.
Pompeo, who was till 

recently the Director of 
the Central Intelligence 
Agency, was responding 

to questions from Sen-
ator Chris Coons from 
Delaware about how to 
further strengthen the 
US-India relationship.

“Mr Secretary, if you 
would like to say any-
thing about how we can 
work with this most pop-
ulous democracy, a poten-
tial strategic partner to 
strengthen that relation-
ship, I’ll make that my last 
question,” Coons asked.

He said sustaining a 
strategic dialogue with 
India was something that 
“would enjoy strong sup-

port here”.
Pompeo responded 

that, “Defense Secretary 
(James) Mattis and I will 
jointly meet with our In-
dian counterparts in a di-
alogue that the two coun-
tries have had. I don’t 
know that the date’s been 
set but we’re looking to 
do it. I think it’s set this 
summer, very important.” 

Pompeo and Mattis 
are expected to host their 
Indian counterparts -- 
External affairs Minister 
Sushma Swaraj and De-
fense Minister Nirmala 

Sitharaman -- some time 
this summer for the inau-
gural 2+2 dialogue.

The decision about 
this was taken when 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi was hosted by Pres-
ident Donald Trump at 
the White House on June 
26 last year. The US-In-
dia relationship enjoys 
bipartisan support in the 
US Congress.

Early this week, a 
top US State Department 
of icial said the Trump 
administration supports 
India’s emergence as a 

leading global power and 
as a key partner in the In-
do-Paci ic region.

“The US-India part-
nership is rooted in 
shared democratic val-
ues and a commitment 
to a rules-based order. 
We support India’s emer-
gence as a leading global 
power and as a key part-
ner in our efforts to en-
sure that the Indo-Paci ic 
is a region of peace, sta-
bility and growing pros-
perity,” State Department 
Spokesperson Heather 
Nauert had said.

India ought to be one of America’s closest partners: Pompeo

Hollywood actor Morgan Free-
man has apologised to a group 

of women who have made allega-
tions against him, saying it was 
never his intention to make any-
one feel uneasy.

A total of 16 women have ac-
cused the star of ilms including 
Se7en and The Shawshank Redemp-
tion of behaving inappropriately.

Eight of the women who spoke 
to CNN said they were victims of 
harassment or inappropriate be-
haviour.

Freeman, 80, told Sky News in 
a statement: “Anyone who knows 
me or has worked with me knows I 
am not someone who would inten-
tionally offend or knowingly make 

anyone feel uneasy.
“I apologise to anyone who felt 

uncomfortable or disrespected - 
that was never my intent.”

Eight other women 
interviewed said they witnessed 
behaviour they thought 
inappropriate.

One of the women who claimed 
she was a victim worked as a pro-
duction assistant on the set of Go-
ing In Style, a bank heist comedy 
starring Morgan Freeman, Michael 
Caine and Alan Arkin.

She said what followed was 
months of harassment at the hands 
of Freeman, including unwanted 
touching and comments about her 
igure.

Among the allegations were 
claims he repeatedly attempted to 
lift her skirt.

CNN said the Oscar-winning 
actor was accused of repeatedly 
behaving in ways that made wom-
en feel uncomfortable on ilm sets.

Three entertainment report-

ers told the news channel Free-
man made inappropriate remarks 
during interviews.

One of those was CNN report-
er Chloe Melas, who was preg-
nant at the time and co-wrote the 
investigation.

She alleged he looked her up 
and down several times before 
saying “I wish I was there” and 
“You are ripe”.

Seven of those who spoke to 
CNN had worked for Freeman’s 
production company, Revelations 
Entertainment, and described an 
environment of harassment or in-
appropriate behaviour.

Revelations Entertainment was 
founded by Freeman in 1996 with 

Lori McCreary, the current presi-
dent of the Producers Guild Asso-
ciation.

She has publicly backed the 
MeToo and Time’s Up movements.

Freeman won an Oscar for best 
supporting actor for his role in Mil-
lion Dollar Baby in 2005 and has 
been nominated four more times, 
including as a leading actor in The 
Shawshank Redemption in 1995 
and Driving Miss Daisy in 1989.

He has also been nominated for 
an Emmy for Revelations Enter-
tainment’s The Story of God with 
Morgan Freeman.

In 2017, he was honoured with 
a Screen Actors Guild award for 
lifetime achievement.

MORGAN FREEMAN SORRY AFTER HARASSMENT ALLEGATIONS

B , M  25 (AFP): 
China urged the United 
States and North Ko-
rea today to be patient 
and “show goodwill” 
after President Donald 
Trump cancelled his 
planned summit with 
North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un.

China had backed the 
summit, though analysts 
suggested that Beijing 
was likely worried that 
Trump and Kim could 
end up striking a deal that 
would harm its strategic 
interests in the region.

Foreign ministry 
spokesman Lu Kang not-
ed that both Trump and 
North Korea still left the 
door open to holding 
talks after the US lead-
er scrapped his meeting 
with Kim Jong Un on June 
12 in Singapore.

“The recent easing 
situation on the peninsu-
la is hard won, the politi-
cal settlement process is 
faced with a rare histor-
ic opportunity,” foreign 
ministry spokesman Lu 
Kang told a regular press 
conference.

“We believe as the 
parties directly engaged 
on the issue, the summit 
of the DPRK and US can 
play a crucial role for 
promoting the denucle-
arisation of the peninsu-
la,” Lu said, using North 
Korea’s of icial initials.

“Under the current 
circumstances we hope 
both the DPRK and the 
US can cherish the recent 
positive progress, stay 
patient, show goodwill, 
move in the same direc-
tion and continue to stay 
committed to promoting 
the denuclearisation of 
the peninsula.” 

Beijing’s relations 
with Pyongyang, its tra-
ditional ally, had been 
strained by the nuclear 
crisis, with China backing 
a slew of United Nations 
sanctions following the 
North’s atomic and mis-
sile tests.

But President Xi Jin-
ping met twice with Kim 
within two months as 
they sought to repair ties. 
China remains Pyong-
yang’s main major ally 
and economic partner.

China urges US, N
Korea to ‘show goodwill’
after summit scrapped

S , M  25 (AFP): North 
Korea said today it is willing 
to talk to the United States “at 
any time” after President Don-
ald Trump abruptly cancelled 
a summit, a decision that once 
more casts a pall of uncertain-
ty over the turbulent Korean 
peninsula.

Trump blamed “open hos-
tility” from the North Korean 
regime for his decision to call 
off the planned talks with Kim 
Jong Un, and warned Pyong-
yang against committing any 
“foolish or reckless acts.” 

In a personal letter to Kim, 
Trump announced yesterday 
he would not go ahead with 
the June 12 summit in Singa-
pore, following what the White 
House called a “trail of broken 
promises” by the North.

Pyongyang’s immediate 
reaction to the sudden U-turn 
was conciliatory.

First Vice Foreign Minister 
Kim Kye Gwan called Trump’s 
decision “unexpected” and “re-
grettable”. But he left the door 
open, saying of icials were 
willing “to sit face-to-face at 
any time.” 

Just before Trump an-
nounced the cancellation of 
the talks, North Korea declared 
it had “completely” dismantled 
its nuclear test site in the coun-
try’s far northeast, in a care-
fully choreographed goodwill 

gesture ahead of the summit.
But the chances of success 

for the unprecedented face-to-
face had recently been thrown 
into doubt as threats were 
traded by both sides.

Trump’s announcement 
came a day after Pyongyang 
hardened its rhetoric, calling 
comments by Vice President 
Mike Pence “ignorant and stu-
pid”. “Sadly, based on the tre-
mendous anger and open hos-
tility displayed in your most 
recent statement, I feel it is 
inappropriate, at this time, to 
have this long-planned meet-
ing,” read Trump’s letter to Kim.

But he said talks could still 
go ahead “at a later date”.

The decision blindsided 
treaty ally South Korea, which 
until now had brokered a re-
markable detente between 
Washington and Pyongyang.

South Korean President 
Moon Jae-in called the move 
“shocking and very regretta-
ble” as he scrambled his na-

tional security team.
Uni ication Minister Cho 

Myoung-gyon said Seoul would 
continue talking to Kim’s re-
gime which he believed “re-
mains sincere in implementing 
the agreement and making ef-
forts on denuclearisation and 
peace building”.

UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres urged the 
parties to keep talking, as did 
host Singapore, while Russia’s 
President Vladimir Putin held 
out hope that dialogue would 
resume and the talks would 
eventually take place.

Japan said it would main-
tain “close cooperation” with 
the United States and South 
Korea.

Politically, Trump had in-
vested heavily in the success of 
the planned summit. But as the 
date drew nearer, the gulf in 
expectations between the two 
sides became apparent.

Washington has made it 
clear it wants to see the “com-

plete, veri iable and irrevers-
ible denuclearisation” of the 
North.

But Pyongyang has vowed 
it will never give up its nuclear 
deterrent until it feels safe from 
what it terms US aggression.

A senior White House of-
icial said Pyongyang had 

demonstrated a “profound 
lack of good faith” in the run-
up to the summit -- including 
standing up the White House’s 
deputy chief of staff, who had 
travelled to Singapore for pre-
paratory talks.

“They waited and they 
waited. The North Koreans 
never showed up. The North 
Koreans did not tell us any-
thing -- they simply stood us 
up,” said the of icial, speaking 
on condition of anonymity.

The White House viewed 
North Korea’s objection to a 
routine US-South Korean joint 
military exercise -- and its re-
cent cancellation of a meeting 
with the South Koreans -- as 
a breach of its commitments 
leading up to the summit.

It also was unhappy about 
the North’s failure to allow in-
ternational observers to verify 
the dismantling of its Punggye-ri 
test site, the staging ground for 
all six of its nuclear tests which 
was buried inside a mountain 
near the border with China.

But the North’s Kim Kye 

Gwan countered that their an-
gry statements were “just a 
backlash in response to harsh 
words from the US side that 
has been pushing for a unilat-
eral denuclearisation”.

Both Pence and Trump’s 
hawkish National Security Ad-
visor John Bolton had recently 
raised the spectre of Libyan 
leader Moamer Khada i, who 
gave up atomic weapons only 
to die years later at the hands 
of US-backed rebels.

Experts warned that can-
celling the meeting could have 
knock-on effects, especially 
among allies already rattled by 
Trump’s unpredictability.

“In a contest of who can be 
the most erratic leader, Presi-
dent Trump beats Kim Jong Un 
hands-down,” Joel Wit, founder 
of the respected 38 North web-
site which monitors North Ko-
rea, wrote on Twitter.

“His unsteady hand has 
left everyone scratching their 
heads, including our ROK 
(South Korean) allies.” But 
others said Trump’s willing-
ness to walk away could ex-
tract further concessions from 
Pyongyang.

“North Korea will have to 
propose more detailed plans 
for denuclearisation if it wants 
to talk in the future,” Go Myong-
hyun, an analyst at Asan Insti-
tute of Policy Studies, said. 

N Korea open to US talks ‘any time’ despite Trump axing summit

Researchers 
including 
3 Indians 
build world’s 
1st wireless 
insect-sized 
drone in US
W , M  25 
(PTI): A team of re-
searchers including three 
Indians at a prestigious 
US university has built 
the world’s irst wireless 
ly-sized drone that can 

easily slip into tight plac-
es inaccessible to big un-
manned aerial vehicles.

Developed by 
members of the Allen 
School’s Networks and 
Mobile Systems Lab 
and the Department of 
Mechanical Engineering’s 
Autonomous Insect 
Robotics Lab, RoboFly 
represents a milestone 
in autonomous light that 
could launch a new wave 
of innovation in aerial 
robotics.

The University of 
Washington team, which 
created the wireless lying 
insect RoboFly, are Allen 
School professor Shyam 
Gollakota, Mechanical En-
gineering professor Saw-
yer Fuller, Vikram Iyer, a 
Ph.D. student in Electrical 
Engineering who works 
with Gollakota, Ph.D. stu-
dent Yogesh Chukewad 
and Ph.D. student and lead 
author Johannes James.

W , M  25 
(PTI): The US House 
of Representatives has 
passed a whopping USD 
717 billion annual de-
fence spending bill for 
the iscal 2019, which 
among other things seeks 
to bolster defence ties 
with India and greater 
American commitment 
in the strategic Indo-Pa-
ci ic region in view of the 
challenges being posed 
by China.

The National Defence 
Authorisation Bill or 
NDAA-2019, was passed 
by the House of Repre-
sentatives by 351-66 
votes. It now needs to 
be passed by the Senate, 
before it can be sent to 
the White House for the 
President Donald Trump 

to sign it into law.
“In the Indo-Paci ic 

region, the United States 
faces a near-term, bel-
ligerent threat armed 
with nuclear weapons 
and also a longer-term 
strategic competitor,” 
said Congressman Mac 
Thornberry, Chairman 
of the House Armed Ser-
vices Committee.

“In fact, four of the 
ive key security chal-

lenges - China, Russia, 
North Korea, and terror-
ism - reside in the PA-
COM area of responsibil-
ity. Critical to meeting all 
of the challenges in the 
region is our relation-
ship with our allies and 
also with countries with 
whom we share inter-
ests,” he said.

US House passes USD 
717 billion defence 

budget for iscal 2019
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moviewreview!!!

CITY SCENES! Singer and actress Lady Gaga is seen 
enjoying an evening out in The Big Apple.

ARIES: Things are apt to get in-
tense for you today, Aries. There 
will be a lot of information com-
ing your way, but it all won’t 
necessarily be great. It seems 
that someone is putting a road-
block in your path, making it 
dif icult for you to pass. Don’t let 
this stop you. Use your creative 
ability and resolute nature to 
ind ways around any obstacles. 

Experiences like this will only 
make you stronger.  
TAURUS: Your head may be 
buzzing with activity, Taurus. It 
seems like the spotlight sudden-
ly has been turned on. Your mind 
is on stage and your brainpower 
is being tested. Are you prepared 
for the challenge? Whether 
you’re ready or not, it’s here. Re-
member the importance of indi-

viduality. Don’t become another 
typical cookie from the same old 
cookie cutter. Be your own per-
son and think for yourself.  
GEMINI: Focus on the simple 
pleasures today, Gemini. Don’t 
feel like you have to search in 
far-off lands or engage in ex-
pensive recreational activities 
to ind happiness and peace. Re-
alize that everything you need 
is all inside you. Find your hap-
piness in delighting in nature. 
Smile at the Sun, the Moon, and 
the trees. Realize that beauty re-
sides all around you, not just in 
stores full of expensive objects.  
CANCER: Focus on your cre-
ative mind, Cancer. This is a very 
fertile time for planting hearty 
seeds that will be sure to grow 
up healthy and strong. You have 

the ability to be very prosper-
ous, but it certainly won’t come 
easily. The key for you is to main-
tain your cool. Don’t overreact to 
the little annoyances that come 
your way. You’re above petty 
squabbles, so don’t waste your 
time on them.  
LEO: Motivation must come 
from within, Leo. The only thing 
that can pull you out of bed is 
your inner drive and determi-
nation. Too much partying could 
leave you drained to the point 
that you don’t want to move. Re-
member moderation. Be good 
to your body. Go outside and let 
your thoughts radiate outward 
like rays of sunshine. Feel the 
ground beneath your feet.  
VIRGO: Your mind should be 
quite clear today, and commu-

nication will go extremely well 
for you, Virgo. You’ll ind that 
you’ll need very few words to 
get your point across. You’ll con-
nect to people on many levels. 
Realize that you have important 
information to share with those 
around you. Your critical, prac-
tical, grounded opinion plays a 
key role in the activities of the 
day.      
LIBRA: Strong forces may be 
acting up and asking you to 
stand up a little straighter than 
usual, Libra. Keep your shoul-
ders back and be proud. Don’t 
think of yourself as any less of 
a person just because there is 
disagreement between you and 
the people around you. Maintain 
respect for yourself and your 
opinions. Say things with con i-

dence. Don’t back down, but be 
prepared to ight.  
SCORPIO: Feel free to take the 
lazy route today, Scorpio. Don’t 
lift a inger if you don’t really 
have to. It may be hard to get 
others moving as well. You can 
prod all you want, but, ultimate-
ly, if people don’t want to go, 
they aren’t going to. Your lexible 
nature might be put to the test. 
More than likely, you’ll ind that 
you need to adapt to the whims 
of others rather than the other 
way around.  
SAGITTARIUS: Your thinking is 
steady and reserved today, Sagit-
tarius. You’ll ind that your mind 
is right in line with your ego, and 
you’ll be able to accurately ver-
balize what’s going on inside. 
You might be guarded about how 

much you tell people. It could 
be that others are holding back 
information from you. Proceed 
with caution and be honest in all 
your dealings.    
CAPRICORN: Today is an excel-
lent day for you to say exactly 
how you feel, Capricorn. Your 
thinking is sharp and clear. You’ll 
ind that once you start talking, 

you may never stop. People will 
listen extra carefully to your 
words. You have a great deal of 
in luence on others. If you real-
ize how much impact you have 
on the people around you, you’ll 
be able to accomplish a great 
deal today.  
AQUARIUS: You might ind that 
your brain is chugging along in 
the slow lane today, Aquarius. It 
could even be gradually creeping 

over to the breakdown lane! It 
may be more dif icult to come up 
with your quick, witty rebuttals 
in conversations. Take your time 
and make sure you choose your 
words very carefully. Communi-
cating with others might be a bit 
like pulling teeth today.  
PISCES: You might ind that 
words aren’t the best way to 
communicate today, Pisces. 
Body language and the sense of 
touch and taste are much more 
effective. You’ll ind that your 
senses will be heightened over-
all. The smell of the restaurant 
several blocks away could make 
your taste buds water. Give in 
to your senses and let your feet 
follow your nose. Go enjoy a 
good meal tonight with some-
one special.                  
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As loose an adaptation of 
a short story as any ever 

attempted, Deb Medhekar’s 
Bioscopewala takes the ker-
nel of Rabindranath Tagore’s 
fabled Kabuliwala and turns 
it, on one level, into an affect-
ing meditation on paternal 
love, bereavement, loss and 
redemption. On another, the 
tender, warm, pensive ilm, 
set in contemporary Kolkata 
and Afghanistan, ruminates 
upon the ravages of war and 
time, the repercussions of re-
ligious bigotry and the regen-
erative power of stories that 
humans tell, no matter where 
they come from.

First-time director Med-
hekar, who also wrote the 
ilm’s screenplay with inputs 

from Radhika Anand, imparts 
a mellow tone and distinctive 
visual texture to Bioscope-
wala, which is as much a cele-
bration of the manifestations 
of humanity across cultural 
boundaries as an 
ode to cinema as a 
means of both rec-
reation and rebel-
lion.

The well-crafted ilm is 
wonderfully served by a ine 
cast and its cinematogra-
pher Rafey Mahmood, whose 
lighting and angles imbue 
the frames with dynamism 
and an air of immediacy as 
two individuals, separated by 
geography, social moorings 
and age, seek desperately 
to reconnect with emotions 
that once de ined their deep 
bond but have inevitably fad-
ed with time.

The passage of time may 
dim the glow of moving im-
ages just as it can reduce the 
intensity of human feelings, 
but do they ever vanish alto-
gether? In Medhekar’s take 
on Tagore’s timeless clas-
sic, they certainly do not; if 
anything, they assume new 
depth and urgency. Like the 
hand impressions of two ive-
year-old girls imprinted on a 

piece of cloth keep the titular 
protagonist from disintegrat-
ing in the face of a series of 
misfortunes, memories of 
life-af irming connections of 
yore help a grieving girl sur-
mount the untimely 

loss of 
her father.

Bioscopewala is the sto-
ry of Rehmat Khan (Danny 
Denzongpa), a man uproot-
ed from his homeland. He 
depends upon his bioscope 
for livelihood and emotional 
sustenance. Having lost his 
makeshift cinema hall in his 
small Afghan village in a vi-
cious attack by Taliban mili-
tants, he lugs around the con-
traption, chased by children 
clamouring for a view.

Fleeing the con lict in his 
country in the early 1990s, 
he ends up in Calcutta, where 
he befriends ive-year-old 
Minnie (Miraya Suri), the 
only daughter of a widowed 
fashion photographer who is 
acutely aware of the things 
that he has left unsaid to the 
person dearest to him.

The story, credited to 
producer Sunil Doshi, takes 
many a liberty with Tagore’s 

original work, published 126 
years ago, in order to give it 
a contemporary spin. The 
departures do not, however, 
in any way dilute the spirit 
of the tale. The ‘Kabuliwala’ 

here does not sell dry 
fruits and shawls nor 
does he lend money 
to loan seekers. He 
isn’t a Pashtun ei-

ther. He belongs to the perse-
cuted Hazara community.

Other plot details are 
done away with (like Min-
nie’s mother), substantially 
modi ied (for instance, with 
regard to the circumstances 
that lead to Rehmat killing 
a man and being jailed) or 
added (in the form of a few 
characters that do not exist 
in Kabuliwala).

Bioscopewala opens in the 
present. A tragedy strikes Min-
nie (Geetanjali Thapa). Her fa-
ther Robi Basu (Adil Hussain), 
who is on trip to Kabul after 
having penned a confessional 
letter to his daughter, dies in 
a plane crash. Minnie rushes 
back home from Paris, where 
she studies cinema, for the last 
rites.

The arrival of a mysteri-
ous, Alzheimer’s-stricken old 
man, who is warmly received 
by the family retainer Bhola 
(Brijendra Kala), nettles her. 

But as she plunges into un-
ravelling the mystery behind 
her father’s voyage to Af-
ghanistan, memories of her 
bonding with Rehmat, the 
bioscope man of her child-
hood, begin to waft back. The 
presence of the 70-year-old 
man in the house now as-
sumes a new signi icance.

Minnie ferrets for more 
information about what 
happened to Rehmat during 
the past 25 years and, in the 
process, encounters a Son-
agachi sex worker Wahida 
(Tisca Chopra) and Ghazala 
(Maya Sarao), a woman who 
escaped the lesh trade trap. 
The two women ill her in 
with different aspects of Reh-
mat’s life, which help Minnie 
make up her mind to make a 
bid to reunite the man with 
his own daughter back in Af-
ghanistan.

The performances in 
Bioscopewala are irst-rate. 
Danny Denzongpa gets so 
completely into the skin and 
soul of Rehmat Khan that it is 
dif icult to separate the actor 
from the character. He leaves 
us wondering why we do not 
see him more often in sub-
stantial roles.

Geetanjali Thapa, who is 
on the screen far longer than 
any of the other actors in 
the cast, carries the burden 
of holding the ilm together 
with con idence and con-
viction. Hers is inely tuned 
performance. It takes her 
minimum effort to exude a 
combination of melancholy 
and resolve.

The supporting cast is 
effective too. Adil Hussain, 
Tisca Chopra, Brijendra 
Kala and Ekavali Khanna do 
full justice to their signi i-
cant cameos, adding to the 
tapestry that Bioscopewa-
la creates in its attempt to 
capture, and transmit, the 
humanist core of the Tagore 
story. A sparkling little gem, 
applause-worthy all the way!

DANNY DENZONGPA’S PERFORMANCE 
IS FIRST-RATE IN BIOSCOPEWALA

Production and distribu-
tion details for Bond 25 

have been con irmed. One 
of Hollywood’s most storied 
roles is that of MI6 agent 
James Bond, one that Daniel 
Craig has been playing for 
over a decade now. Craig has 
made four appearances as the 
British spy, but it has been an 
up-and-down journey. While 
some consider Skyfall to be 
one of the franchise’s best 
installments regardless of 
who is playing the character, 
the turnout of Spectre made 
Craig ready to walk away.

Craig is returning to the 
role one last time, but details 
around his ifth appearance 
haven’t been clear up until 
now. There was a long di-
rector search prior to Danny 
Boyle’s name surfacing as 
a contender, and EON and 
MGM spent quite some time 
searching for a distributor. 
All of this was going on de-
spite the 25th installment in 
the franchise already having 
a November 2019 release. 

But, inally, it seems every-
thing has been settled just 
in time for pre-production to 
get underway.

Deadline reports that 
Danny Boyle is set to direct 
Bond 25, with his Trainspot-
ting collaborator John Hodge 
writing the script (based on a 
idea from Boyle). After a ma-
jor bidding war, Annapurna 
has of icially secured domes-
tic distribution rights for the 
movie alongside MGM, while 
Universal Pictures has land-

ed international distribution 
rights. As is customary, Bond 
25 will release in the UK a 
week early, on October 25, 
2019, with the ilm hitting 
the United States on Novem-
ber 8, 2019. Furthermore, 
now that the director and 
distributors have been inal-
ized, the plan is for Bond 25 
to begin ilming on December 
3.

These are great steps 
for Bond 25 to take after 
months of uncertainty. Boyle 

should bring a fresh voice to 
the franchise based on ev-
erything he’s done prior. It 
should also speak volumes 
that MGM moved away from 
another inished script from 
Neal Purvis and Robert Wade, 
who’ve written the scripts for 
every James Bond ilm since 
1999’s The World is Not 
Enough. Whatever Boyle has 
imagined for Craig’s last ap-
pearance must be something 
truly special then.

Annapurna’s interest in 
the rights to Bond isn’t any-
thing new; they were report-
edly close to securing Bond 
25’s distribution rights last 
year. It’s a major move for 
the studio as they’ve stayed 
primarily focused on indie 
movies that could have major 
awards potential. Universal, 
meanwhile, secured the lu-

crative international distri-
bution rights, which is where 
a good majority of most Bond 
movies earn their money.

With the movie set to 
start filming this December, 
it’s still expected to hit the 
long-planned November 
2019 release date. This will 
mean that Boyle’s current 
project starring Lily James 
won’t interfere with the 
future of 007 in any major 
way. The production start 
also gives fans some idea 
of when more announce-
ments will surface. Casting 
should soon ramp up this 
summer, which is also when 
plot details may start to be 
revealed. Until then, these 
details (while maybe not 
the ones everyone is look-
ing for) continue Bond 25’s 
positive momentum.

BOND 25 DIRECTOR, PRODUCTION START,
& DISTRIBUTION CONFIRMED

Because we have not yet 
reached peak messaging 

on Google products, You-
Tube is now bringing its 
previously mobile-only mes-
saging feature 
to the web. 
Now, when 
you’re logged 
into your Goo-
gle account 
and browsing 
YouTube.com, 
you can share 
and talk about videos with 
your friends right on the 
site. You can access conver-
sations from the chat bubble 
icon next to the noti ications 
bell on the upper right cor-
ner. Chat histories will pop 
up on the bottom left of 
the screen and allow you to 
continue conversations, just 
like Hangouts on the web or 

from your Gmail web inbox.
You can share content 

into private conversations 
using the share button under 
any YouTube video and select 

a contact (or 
multiple, if you 
want to discuss 
in a group). 
Like many oth-
er messaging 
apps, you can 
leave hearts to 
like a video or 

message in the chat.
This won’t likely change 

the way you’re already shar-
ing and discussing YouTube 
videos with friends, but if 
you’re a heavy YouTube 
watcher, perhaps it’s conve-
nient to have the chat win-
dow directly within the web-
page than to move to other 
apps to talk.

YOUTUBE BRINGS ITS MESSAGING
FEATURE TO THE WEB


