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Bengal
Police to
host football
tournaments
to improve
ties in Darj
Hills

KoLKATA, DEC 15 (PTI):
The West Bengal police
will be organizing fort-
night-long football tour-
naments in Darjeeling
district to rebuild po-
lice-public ties which had
been affected during the
104-day long shutdown
in the hills.

It will begin from the
local police station level
this week.

“We want to have
good relationship with
the locals.

There should be trust
and mutual respect. We
hope that this football
tournament helps us to re-
build our relationship,” a
senior police official said.

“We are organizing
football tournament in the
entire Darjeeling district.

turn to pg03

Deorali parking fac111ty and Namnang walkway finally inaugurated

NITESH R PRADHAN
GANGTOK, 15 DEC:

fter almost 7 years

ince its construction
began, the multi-storied
parking facility at Deo-
rali, opposite the Forest
Secretariat, was inaugu-
rated today by Minister
of Urban Development
& Housing Department,
NK Subba. The Namnang
walkway, which was sanc-
tioned in 2010-11, was
also inaugurated today.

The parking facility
has the capacity of hous-
ing 150 light vehicles and
50 scooters/bikes.

This project sanc-
tioned in 2010 was
started after a study
conducted by Central
Institute of Road Trans-
port [CIRT], Pune, which
held that the highest
daily traffic in the capital
was observed at Deorali
at 35,758 per day.

As informed by the
officials, the cost of the
project is Rs 1091.92

lakhs.
The construction in-
cludes four-storied RCC

framed structure with
cement concrete floor-
ing, steel railing staircase
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and also a toilet with
drinking water facilities.
This multilayer park-

ing facility will help in
decongestion of vehicles
from the main road lead-
ing to the city.

Similarly, the Namna-
ng walkway will render
multiple options of facil-
ity for tourists and locals
and is aimed at re-mod-
eling the capital city with
an ever growing footfall
of tourists and migration.

It may be recalled
that the walkway was to
be completed by 2013.

The project includes
the development of the
covered walkway along
with the various allied
facilities along Namnang
road with special rolled
steel section and cantile-
ver projections.

It also includes the
provision of covered
walkway for 450 me-
ters with poly-carbonate
sheet roofing and view-
ing deck.

Built at a cost of
Rs 2200.58 lakh, one
of the main objectives
of this project is to
facilitate working
out the deficiency in
civic amenities based
on the geographical
location, socio economic
conditions and access of
civic infrastructures.

This walkway in-
cludes covered walkway
[non-skid tiles], proper
drainages [RCC drain
with iron gratings], a
restaurant and a commu-
nity toilet.

Minister NK Subba
also handed over the
projects to the Gangtok
Municipal ~ Corporation
[GMC].

The programme was
also attended by GMC
Mayor, Shakti  Singh
Choudhary, Deputy May-
or, Lassey Doma, and
Chairperson, Ashish Rai.

11 8CS
officials
promoted to

Senior Grade

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 15 DEC:

he state government

has promoted eleven
Under Secretaries of the
Sikkim State Civil Service
today in the Senior Grade
in the Pay Band-3 of Rs
15600-39100 and Grade
Pay of Rs 6200 in an of-
ficiating capacity with
effect from date of their
joining, as per an office
order issued today by
the Department of Per-
sonnel, Administrative
Reforms, Training and
Public Grievances.

Under Secretary
[Transport Department],
Bindu Dhakal, Under Sec-
retary [Land Revenue &
Disaster Management],
Chandra Chettri, Under
Secretary [Urban Devel-
opment & Housing De-
partment], Himmat Rai,
Under Secretaries from
Department of Personnel,
Administrative Reforms,
Training and Public Griev-
ances, Anil Kumar Bagdas
and Milan Rai, Under

turn to pg02

SAY CHEESE: A foto-booth at the Sukhlm Chaasok Tong Nam, the Limboo cultural fest, underway here at Saramsa in East Sikkim.
[turn to pgO03 for detailed report]

May the New

Year bring unity and
brotherhood: CM

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 15 DEC:

hief Minister Pawan

Chamling and Tika
Maya Chamling have
extended warm greet-
ings and best wishes
to the people of Sikkim
for the upcoming holi-
day season starting with
Kagyed Dance on 16 Dec
followed by Losoong,
Namsoong, Tamu Lochar,
Christmas and New Year,
a press release informs.

The Chief Minister
has called on the peo-
ple to eradicate negative
feelings towards one
another and celebrate
communal harmony and
togetherness.

“The  socio-cultural
fabric of the Sikkimese
society is preserved and
expressed succinctly by
these festivals which are
occasions for people to
bury any ill feelings and
negativity and celebrate
the goodness in every
person. They are also oc-
casions to introspect on
the year gone by, and em-
brace the New Year with
renewed enthusiasm and
sense of purpose,” the CM
has said.

Talking about Kagyed
Dance the CM has said,
“The dance performed
by monks symbolizes the
destruction of evil forces

turn to pg03

Centre approves infra dev scheme for NE with 100 pc

NEw DELHI, DECc 15
(PTI): A new scheme for
infrastructure develop-
ment in the northeastern
states with 100 per cent
funding by the central
government was today
approved by the Union
cabinet along with a cap-
ital investment subsidy
amounting to Rs 264.67
crore.

The Union Cabinet,
chaired by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, also

approved the continua-
tion of the existing Non
Lapsable Central Pool
of Resources (NLCPR)
scheme with funding pat-
tern of 90:10 till March,
2020, with an outlay of
Rs 5,300 crore to enable
completion of ongoing
projects, an official state-
ment said.

The cabinet approved
the introduction of new
central sector scheme of
North East Special Infra-

structure Development
Scheme (NESIDS) from
2017-18 with 100 per
cent funding from the
central government to fill
the gaps in creation of in-
frastructure in specified
sectors till March, 2020.
The new scheme will
broadly cover creation of
infrastructure relating to
water supply, power, con-
nectivity and especially
the projects promoting
tourism, social sectors of

education and health, the
statement said.

The assets to be creat-
ed under the new scheme
of NESIDS will not only
strengthen  healthcare
and education facilities
in the region, but will
also encourage tourism,
thereby providing em-
ployment opportunities
to the local youth.

The scheme will act
as a catalyst in overall
development of the re-

gion in the years to come,
it said.

The Cabinet Commit-
tee on Economic Affairs,
headed by the prime
minister, also approved
the capital investment
subsidy amounting to
Rs 264.67 crore to four
industrial units in the
North-Eastern ~ Region,
including  Sikkim, un-
der the Central Capi-
tal Investment Subsidy
Scheme (CCISS), 2007 of

North East Industrial In-
vestment and Promotion
Policy (NEIIPP), 2007.

The CCEA has revised
financial powers for ap-
proval of capital invest-
ment subsidy claims up
to Rs 500 crore which
will be now approved
by the Minister of Com-
merce and Industry.

This will facilitate ex-
peditious settlement of
claims.

The grant of subsidy

funding

to the industrial units
will not only provide
incentives to the oper-
ational units but also
boost confidence of ex-
isting investors as well as
potential investors in the
states of NER, another
statement said.

The central govern-
ment has been imple-
menting this scheme to
promote  industrialisa-
tion in the Northeastern
region.

Indian Army veterans, Mukti Joddhas recount 1971 war drill

KoLkATA, DEC 15 (PTI): Camaraderie
and bonding were at full display today
when the ‘old boys’ of the Indian Army
and the Mukti Joddhas, who fought shoul-
der-to-shoulder to liberate Bangladesh in
1971, reunited to celebrate the 46th anni-
versary of the war with Pakistan.

Recounting tales of valour and courage
at the Army’s Eastern Command head-
quarter Fort William here, the Mukti Jod-
dhas (liberation warriors of Bangladesh)
and war veterans talked of how they coor-
dinated with each other to force the Paki-
stan Army to surrender.

Bangladesh celebrates its indepen-
dence day on December 16 and India hails

the day as “Vijay Diwas”.

“We had gone into the erstwhile East
Pakistan on guerrilla operations much be-
fore the formal war started on December
3 and trained young Bengali men for com-
bat,” said Brig. (retd) B K Ponwar, who was
then a strapping young lieutenant aged 23.

Speaking enthusiastically about the
courage of the Mukti Joddhas and support
of local people, Ponwar said wherever the
Indian Army evicted Pakistan Army per-
sonnel, they were greeted by slogans of
‘Indian Army Zindabad".

“The Pakistani Army had a storage of
30 days’ ammunition and provisions when
the war begun in the eastern sector, but

what they lacked was loyalty and convic-
tion and thus lost the war,” he said.

Speaking highly about the Indian coop-
eration all along their fight for liberation,
Mosharraf Hossain, a Mukti Joddha and
minister in the Bangladesh Cabinet, said
that without the India, it would not have
been possible to attain independence.

He spoke of how the Indian Army
trained the Mukti Joddhas for a peri-
od ranging from just three days to three
months to prepare them to take on the Pa-
kistan Army, which committed genocide
on the Bangladeshis.

Hossain, who was leading the 72-mem-
ber Bangla delegation to commemorate the

Vijay Diwas, said a memorial tomb was be-
ing erected in Bangladesh to pay homage to
the Indian soldiers and Mukti Joddhas who
laid down their lives during the 1971 war.

Lt Gen (retd) Mollah Fazie Akbar said
he joined the Mukti Joddhas at the age of
15, and shared stories of battles fought to-
gether with Indian Army personnel.

“While we were fighting for our liber-
ation, the Indian Army was fighting for us
and there stands out their greatness,” said
Bangladesh MP Abdus Shahid, who was
also a Mukti Joddha, trained at Kailasha-
har in Tripura.

He said Bangladeshi women greeted
the Indian soldiers with food and pethas

(rice cakes) in many towns and villages af-
ter the Pakistani forces were pushed out.

Brigadier (retd) A P Datta of the Indi-
an Army said his family hailed from Sylhet
district in Bangladesh and was at heart a
Bengali and Bangladeshi.

“We are neither Hindus nor Muslims,
we are Bengalis. Never in the history has a
war been fought on the issues of language
and culture,” he said.

Datta talked of how the Mukti Joddhas
gave the Indian Army cover for landing
and other operations like crossing rivers
and building pontoon bridges and also
provided crucial intelligence on the move-
ment of the Pakistan Army.
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SikkimSCAN

Two SCS

officers
appointed
to IAS

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 15 DEC:

wo Sikkim Civil Ser-

vice officers have
been appointed to the In-
dian Administrative Ser-
vice as per a notification
issued on 22 Nov 2017
by Union Ministry of Per-
sonnel, Public Grievance
and Pensions.

The two officers are
Sarala Rai [present-
ly posted as Secretary,
Social Justice, Empow-
erment & Welfare De-
partment] and Tsher-
ing Namgyal [presently
posted as Secretary, State
Election Commission].

Sikkim to host Tribal Fest at Namprikdang in Dzongu

VISHNU NEOPANEY
GANGTOK, 15 DEC:
Sikkim is all set to host

a four-day long Tribal
Fair from 26-29 Dec to
showcase Sikkim'’s tribal
ethnicity, culture, tradi-
tion and tribal livelihood
at Namprikdang in Dz-
ongu, North Sikkim.

The fair is being

sponsored by Ministry of
Tribal Affairs in coordi-
nation with State Social
Justice, Empowerment
& Welfare Department
and under the banner of
Directorate of Tribal Re-
search Institute.

SJE&WD  Secretary,
Sarala Rai told media
persons today that the

Tribal Fair will promote
tribal culture, tradition,
Forest Rights, Constitu-
tional Rights along with a
view to undertake docu-
mentation and ethnogra-
phy of their cultures, tra-
ditions and ethno-medi-
cal knowledge.

She informed that
the Ministry is sending

a Joint Secretary level
delegation to oversee
the fair organized by the
Directorate of Tribal Re-
search Institute, Sikkim
to promote and show-
case the ethnicity of five
tribal communities of
Sikkim namely Bhutia,
Lepcha, Sherpa, Tamang
and Limboos.

Besides various ac-
tivities promoting tribal
ethnicity, the organizing
committee will also fe-
licitate eminent person-
alities of tribal commu-
nities who have excelled
in different fields, said
Ms Rai.

She further informed
that personalities who

have showcased out-
standing  performance
and contribution at na-
tional and international
level in various fields will
be taken into consider-
ation and will be felicitat-
ed accordingly.

She also urged the
people to visit the Nam-
prikdang Tribal Fair to

promote local culture
and tradition on a grand
scale.

TRI Assistant Direc-
tor, T T Lepcha, informed
that Namprikdang is a
tribe dominated area and
has been hosting tribal
festivals since 1976 ev-
ery year which makes ita
perfect venue.

Shodhyatra
concludes at

Khechopalri

WANGCHUK BHUTIA
GYALSHING, 15 DEC:

he three-day Shod-

hyatra which was
flagged off on 12 Dec
from Tashiding in West
Sikkim  concluded at
Khechopalri on 14 Dec.

Forty-two partic-
ipants led by profes-
sor Anil K Gupta [IIM
Ahmedabad] and Ms
Gauri from National In-
novation Foundation
[NIF] took part in the ya-
tra along with Zilla mem-
ber Lum Gor Sangtok
GPU, Dzongu, Tshering
Gyatso Lepcha.

turn to pg03

EPFO Siliguri holds workshop on
its latest online initiatives at CRH

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 15 DEC:

he Employees’ Provident Fund

Regional Office, Siliguri organ-
ised a workshop here at Central
Referral Hospital in Tadong today
as part of its member retention
campaign. Regional Commission-
er, Manoj Kumar, Assistant Com-
missioner, Kesang Tenzing, and
Enforcement Officer, Lhakpa Sher-
pa, represented the department, a

press release informs.

Members from various private
companies were briefed about
the latest online initiatives of the
department allowing members to
link various PF accounts through
online transfer claim portal, there-
by, negating the need to withdraw

the PF deposits.

The representatives informed
that premature withdrawal leads
to ceding social security benefits
like pension and insurance. The

minimum  service eligibility has been linked with UAN through
for pension is 10 years. Due composite claim form.

to premature withdrawal,

the pensionable service used papers were personally handed
for  calculating pension is over to the mother of deceased

automatically reduced and the
same is the case with insurance.

It was stressed that PF advanc-
es up to 90% of corpus can easily
be taken by members whose KYC

On the occasion, Pension PPO

Lhakit Lepcha who tragically died
in a lift accident this August in
Mcleod Pharmaceutical factory in
Ranipool.

The deceased had worked for
less than nine months in the fac-
tory but as it was a case of death
in service, the mother of deceased
would receive life-long pension,
the release adds.
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11 SCS officials promoted...

contd from pg01
Secretary [State Teach-
er’s Recruitment Board],
Shanti Diyali, Under Sec-
retary [Commerce and
Industries Department],
Pema Tsomo have been
promoted in the Senior
Grade by the department.
Protocol Officer
[Home Department],
Sharmistha Pradhan,
Assistant Commissioner
[Commercial Taxes Di-
vision, Finance Revenue
& Expenditure Depart-
ment], Prem Kamal Rai,

Controller Household
Affairs [Mintokgang], CB
Rai and Block Develop-
ment Officer [Namthang
BAC], AB Gurung have
also been promoted in
the Senior Grade by the
department.

The officiating promo-
tion shall not confer any
right for regular promo-
tion and shall not be count-
ed towards seniority.

The regular promo-
tion shall be made in con-
sultation with Sikkim Pub-
lic Service Commission.

Bengal Police to host football
tournaments to improve...

contd from pg01

This tournament will help
us to improve our rela-
tionship with the mass-
es,” Inspector General of
Police, Darjeeling range,
Manoj Verma told PTI.

The police is also
ensuring that only local
players of these areas
participate in the tourna-
ment so that “teams do
not get unfair advantage
by hiring players from
outside Darjeeling”.

The first prize at the
local, sub-divisional and
the district levels will be
Rs 10,000, Rs 20,000 and
Rs 1,50,000 respectively.

The tournament will
begin from Tukvar-Goke,
Badamtam-Lebong, Pan-
dam-Phubtshering  and
Pulbazar-Bijanbari, areas
in Darjeeling which still
have a support base of GIM
supremo Bimal Gurung.

“We are receiving a
huge response. Nearly
40 teams are participat-

ing from these four areas.
There are several other
teams in the entire dis-
trict,” said a police official.

Gurung is on the run
since August last, after
cases under UAPA were
lodged against him in
connection with the
bomb blasts in the hills.

Gurung’s home at
Patlebas falls under Tuk-
var area.

In the football tourna-
ment spread over the four
areas, the winning team
will get a cash prize of Rs
1.5 lakh while the run-
ner-up will get Rs 1 lakh.

The idea of organiz-
ing the sports event was
taken from the past ex-
perience of the police in
organizing similar tour-
naments in Junglema-
hal area - comprising
forested areas of West
Midnapore, Bankura and
Purulia districts - once
synonymous with Maoist
violence.

2nd phase of CATCH launched in West Sikkim

GYALSHING, 15 DEC
[IPR]: The 2nd phase
of the Chief Minister’s
Comprehensive Annual
and Total Health Check-
up for Healthy Sikkim
[CATCH] 2017-18 was
officially launched to-
day by Zilla Adhakshya,
West, Devika Subba,
who attended the pro-
gramme as chief guest,
at the conference hall
of District  Hospital
Gyalshing. Ms Subba was
accompanied by Addi-
tional District Collector,
West, Hondala Gyaltsen,
as special guest.

Ms Subba addressed
the gathering by ac-
knowledging the Chief
Minister’s vision for a
healthier Sikkim where
every citizen has been
given the right to better
health facilities in the
State. She strongly rec-
ommended that women
should come forward
and seek better health
options which the State
is providing free of cost.

She also appealed to
all the women faculty of
the health sector to reach
out to other women in
the society to educate

and motivate them to
seek help when needed,
while breaking free from
the social stigma relating
to certain health topics.
Further she extended her
full support in making
CATCH a successful en-
deavor in the West Dis-
trict with the help of the
District Hospital and its
faculties.

Ms Gyaltsen spoke
on similar lines while ex-
tending her full support
to the CATCH programme
and the District Hospital.
She congratulated all the
faculties for their efforts
in making West District
healthier with each pass-
ing day.

In her address, she
focused on the CATCH
programme being not
just a venture for the
Health Department but
of every concerned indi-
vidual of the society. She
also emphasized that
the Panchayats are the
main source for infor-
mation dissemination
and implementation
at the grass root lev-
el which will make the
CATCH a grand success
and the goal of the CM

complete. She further
said that the District
Administrative Centre
is ever ready to help the
District Hospital.

Health Cards were
also given out by the
chief guest and the spe-
cial guest during the pro-
gramme.

Chief Medical Offi-
cer District Hospital, Dr
Thinlay Wongyal, Addi-
tional Director-DRCHO,
Dr TN Bhutia, DNO-
CATCH, Dr Bikash Prad-
han, and other staff of
District Hospital and of-
ficials from line depart-
ments were also present
in the programme.

It may be men-
tioned here, CATCH
was started in 2011

in Sikkim making it
the only State in India
to have such a unique
flagship  programme.
The main goal of the
campaign is “Mission
Healthy Sikkim” where
annual comprehensive
health checkup is given
to every citizen of Sik-
kim free of cost while
aiming to make Sikkim
the healthiest State in
India.

CAEPHT conducts training

on implementation aspects
of PMKSY scheme

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 15 DEC:

training programme on Planning

for Enhancing Water Use Efficiency
with Emphasis on Efficient Utilization
of Agricultural Water with emphasis
on implementation aspects of Prad-
han Mantri Krishi Sinchayi Yojna was
organized for the officers involved in
implementation of the programme on
11-15 Dec at College of Agricultural En-
gineering and Post Harvest Technology
[CAEPHT] in Ranipool, a press release

informs.

The programme was organized by
Department of Irrigation and Drainage
Engineering, CAEPHT and Directorate
of Extension Education, Central Ag-
ricultural University, Imphal and was
sponsored by ATARI, Zone III, ICAR,

Barapani.

The participants were drawn from
five different departments represent-
ing the States of Sikkim, Meghalaya and
Nagaland. The departments that nom-
inated the officers were Department

of Agriculture, Department of Forest,
Environment & Wild Life Management

Nagaland.

and Department of Water Resources &
River Development, Government of Sik-
kim, Department of Water Resources,
Government of Meghalaya and Depart-
ment of Horticulture, Government of

During the training programme,
various topics such as PMKSY guide-
lines, components of PMKSY scheme,
the role of officers, registration of sup-
pliers, cost norms, design aspects of

micro irrigation system, components

of micro irrigation system, creation of
small water sources, rainfall analysis
and soil moisture were discussed.
Apart from it, Bureau of Indian
Standards [BIS] of micro irrigation sys-
tem components, economic analysis of

PMKSY scheme and Impact evaluation of

completed schemes were also discussed.

A field visit was also made to Ma-
jithar to demonstrate working micro
irrigation system and discuss issues re-
lated to its operation and maintenance.

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
WATER SECURITY & P.H.E. DEPARTMENT
NIRMAN BHAWAN, GANGTOK

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

Expression of Interest is invited from reputed firms registered under
Sikkim Public Works Department, Government of Sikkim/either individu-
ally or as consortium of companies/Joint Ventures, for Detailed Survey
Investigation and Preparation of DPR for Construction of Tunnel to lay
the Raw Water Mains of Gangtok Water Supply System, Sikkim. The
work will be implemented in accordance with the broad specification of
Sikkim Public Works Manuel. The completion time for the above is 4
(four) months from the date of agreement.

For details and subsequent communication please visit website :-
www.sikkimtender.gov.in from 15/12/2017.

WATER SECURITY AND PHE DEPARTMENT
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM

R.O. No. 468/IPR/PUB/Classi/17-18 Date : 15/12/17
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Curious Tales from the Himalayas

Shaguna Gahilote

book launch and reading

Readathon and Bo

storvteller and co-auther of ‘Curie

5:00 pm

Celebrating 30 vears in India, Penguin is reaching out to 30 spaces across the country with

ia visiting Rachna Books for the book launch and a story telling session

You are cordially invited to experience the magic of storvtelling with us

Rachna Books
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Gangtok on
Saturday,
16 Dec
Temp: 21°C /06°C
Forecast: Partly
sunny and pleasant
Sunrise: 06:18 AM
Sunset: 4:44 PM

Governor’s
greetings
for Kagyed

Dance

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 15 DEC:
overnor, Shriniwas

Patil and First Lady,
Rajanidevi Patil, have ex-
tended their warm greet-
ings to the people of Sik-
kim on the auspicious oc-
casion of Kagyed Dance.

In a press commu-
niqué received from Raj
Bhavan, the Governor has
said, “The pious Kagyed
festival with its distinct
Cham in Monasteries,
dedicated to guardian
deities of the land, is an-
other testimony of our
ancient heritage and how
the faith and religion has
shaped Sikkimese way
of life since ages. The
Kagyed Dance in mon-
asteries also symbolizes
the destruction of evil
forces for sustained hap-
piness and prosperity of
all Sikkimese.

Let us all pray for the
well being of sentient
beings. Let this festival be
the occasion to reinforce
our commitment
towards  brotherhood,
compassion and
harmony for lasting
peace and prosperity of
all Sikkimese.”

Sukhim Chaasok Tong Nam to celebrate
cultural heritage of Limboos

SAGAR CHETTRI
GANGTOK, 15 DEC:

he second edition of

Limboo Cultural Fest
‘Sukhim Chaasok Tong
Nam’ commenced today
with a series of activities
at Saramsa in East Sik-
kim. The three-day fest
is being organised by
Neeyara Production and
started with offering of
prayers.

The festival will have
competition in tradi-
tional dances like Ke-
lang [Chabrong], Yarak
[Dhan] Nach, Hak-Pare
Samlo, Khiyali Samlo and
others. The venue of the
festival also has tradi-
tional food stalls and mu-
seum of traditional arte-
facts. Kids fashion show
in traditional costumes
of different communities
of Sikkim and a quiz com-
petition will also be part
of the fest.

Organising committee
member, Niyari Subba,
mentioned that the main
objective of the event is
to preserve and promote

tradition, culture, lan-
guage, dances, costumes,
ornaments and food of
Limboo community.

“The competitions in
the event will provide a
platform to talented art-
ists and groups to show-
case their talents and
also to create awareness
among the young genera-
tion about the traditional

and cultural heritage of
Limboo community,” she
added.

She informed that
the event will also have
traditional sports of the
State which the youth are
unaware of.

Ms Subba informed
that the fest has partic-
ipation of Limboo com-
munity members from

across the State, neigh-
bouring hills and other
parts of the country and
Nepal.

“The last edition of
the fest was a learning
experience for us to or-
ganise this year in grand
manner and we will work
hard to organise it annu-
ally in the future,” she
stated.

The competitions will
be judged by experts and
experienced artists and
carries cash prizes, tro-
phies and certificates.

“This festival is not
just for the Limboo com-
munity but for the entire
people of Sikkim. So we
request people to be a
part of the fest,” Ms Sub-
ba expressed.

May the
New

Year bring
unity and
brother-
hood: CM

contd from pg01
thereby bringing peace
and prosperity in the

coming New Year,” the
message reads.
The CM has also

wished for prosperity
and happiness to the
people on all the upcom-
ing festivals.

“May the New Year
bring with it new energy,
positivity and new possi-
bilities for the people of
Sikkim. Sikkim achieved
a great deal in all spheres
in the year gone by; and
I hope, the coming year
will see the State reach
greater heights and glory.
Let us pledge to reded-
icate ourselves in sus-
taining the good image of
Sikkim at both national
and global platforms. We
have made many new
starts and it is import-
ant that the people of
Sikkim cooperate with
each other and the Gov-
ernment to give continu-
ity to the developmental
momentum. May the
New Year bind us in uni-
ty and brotherhood, and
keep us as a united en-
tity of being Sikkimese,
discarding any forms of
divisions based on caste,
creed, religion etc” the
Chief Minister states in
his message.
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Weeklong Maha Puran Gyan Yagna

begms

JORETHANG, 15 DEC
[IPR]: Weeklong Srimad
Bhagwat Maha Puran
Gyan Yagna was officially
kicked off today at Zoom
Salghari constituency.

The yagna sermons
will be delivered by Ma-
haraj Rohit Raj. The pro-
gram will also have bha-
jan presentations from
groups like Pranami Tolj,
Tharpu, Vishal Pranami,
Mani Kumar and many
more.

The first day of the
Srimad Bhagwat Maha
Puran Gyan Yagna was
attended by Area MLA
cum Minister for Health
& Information & Public
Relations, AK Ghatani at
Jorethang today.

The programme be-
gan with kalash yatra
from Shri Trikaleswar
Mandir followed by ka-
lash ceremony at Ram-
bhang Dovan and finally
concluding at at Mahay-
agna Pandal.

Mr Ghatani in his ad-
dress emphasized the
importance of spiritual
events and expressed his

at

Zoom Salgharl

gratitude towards Ma-
haraj Rohit Raj,

The Minister also
took the opportunity to
underline the religious
diversity in the State and
said that Sikkim is the
most peaceful and har-
monious State in the en-
tire country.

Crediting
Minister Pawan
Chamling’s efforts of
preserving the cultural
and religious sanctity
through establishment of
various places of worship
in all the districts of

Chief

Sikkim, he spoke about
how blessed the public of
the State is to have such
pilgrimage sites in such
close proximity.
Additionally, he
urged people to tap the
maximum out of the
week-long  programme
which not only imparts
religious  lessons to
them but also focuses on
life-oriented skills and
values to be inculcated
by all humans. He also
called upon the sick and
the ailing, the young and
the old, students, youth

and every household in
Jorethang to devote their
time in participating in
the Maha Puran Gyan
Yagna vigorously.

The programme was
also attended by Nay-
abazar Jorethang Munic-
ipal Corporation Chair-
person, Tika Gurung,
vice chairperson, Pema
Tamang along with offi-
cials from various gov-
ernment  departments,
NJMC councilors, police
personnel, general pub-
lic and a large number of
devotees.
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*Conditions apply

SPECIAL ATTRACTION

*Gift cheque of Rs. 5000/-* for Driver-cum-Owner [for Taxi only]
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ALTO 800

Total Saving

Rs. 45000/*

ALTO K10

Total Saving

Rs. 30000/*

6th Mile, Tadong, Gangtok - Sikkim / Pipelay, Jorethang
Gangtok: 9933009930, 9933009943 Jorethang: 9933003926

*Additional offer for Bank Employee, LIC Agent

*Only 10% DP & Minimum documentation & No Guarantor

*100% finance from Mahindra, SBI, AXIS & HDFC Bank for
private use vehicle

BUOY NEW  CEIL.ERITIO FOR TAXT
So Hurry! Just Dial or Visit:

ANGE

maruTI g $ suzuki
Way of Life!

WAGON R

Total Saving

Rs. 43000/*
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Shodhyatra...

contd from pg02
The participants in-
cluded nine foreigners
from Germany, France, It-
aly and Norway and oth-
ers from different states
of India including Sikkim.
The shodhyatra cov-
ered places like lower
and upper Chungrong,
Gangyoup, Pokhri, Hun-
gri, Dugdhi, Yuksam, Ting
Ting, Chozo and culmi-
nated at Khechopalri.
The team was given
warm welcome at differ-
ent schools and villages
At Lethang Primary
School in West Sikkim,
the shodhyatra team was
welcomed by the teach-
ers and School Manage-
ment Committee of the
school. Students confi-
dently shared ideas and
interacted with the team
with enthusiasm and
also performed Yoga.

|

Five best

performing
cooperative societies
of North district
awarded

SUMMIT REPORT
MANGAN, 15 DEC:

orth District Inter

Multipurpose Coop-
erative Societies [MPCS]
essay and quiz compe-
tition was held at Zilla
Panchayat Bhawan in
Mangan, North Sikkim on
the occasion of the 64th
All India Cooperative
Week celebration on 14
Dec.

Adhakshya North
District Zilla Panchayat,
Namdey Bhutia, attended
the programme as chief
guest along with and
Managing Director, North
District Milk Union, BB
Subba, as guest of honour.

The quiz competition
had Namok MPCS taking
the first place followed
by Phensang MPCS and
Chungthang MPCS secur-
ing the second and third
positions, respectively.

Mangan MPCS stood
first in the essay compe-
tition with Chungthang
MPCS and Thingchim
Chadey MPCS taking the
second and third posi-
tions, respectively.

The winners were
awarded with trophies,
certificates along with
cash prizes.

Further, five societ-

ies namely Barfok Ling-
dong MPCS, Ringhim
Nampatam Milk PCS,
Kanchenjunga Taxi Driv-
ers’ Cooperatice Society,
Tashi Phalgay Consum-
er Cooperative Society,
Chungthang and Hee
Gyathang MPCS were de-
clared the best perform-
ing societies of North dis-
trict in their respective
fields and were awarded
certificates of recogni-
tion by the chief guest.

Chief guest, Ms Bhutia
spoke on the importance
of cooperatives in the
present scenario of the
State and added that the
educated  unemployed
youth should work joint-
ly with dedication, sin-
cerity and honesty. She
urged them to utilize the
benefits through the net-
work of the cooperatives
and become self reliant.

Congratulating  the
winning societies, she
also appealed to them
to further diversify the
business since MPCS has
numerous objectives to
carry out and suggested
the Cooperation Depart-
ment to conduct aware-
ness programmes on co-
operative movement in
every GPU.

Entel Motors (P) Ltd

No: 856/Fin/Adm.

AR WN =

tok.

© o N

PAO (HQ) to PGIPF.

[a] Company Profile

specified.

lease line.

the next working day.
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GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
FINANCE, REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE DEPARTMENT

GANGTOK - 737101
Fax No: 03592-200200

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

Invitation of Pre-Qualification Application for providing network connectivity services on
rental basis for running of live SIFMS in the locations specified below under Finance, Revenue
& Expenditure Department, Government of Sikkim.

For and on behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, Principal Secretary, Finance, Revenue and
Expenditure Department, Government of Sikkim, Gangtok, hereby invites Expression of Interest
(EOI) from the eligible, bonafide and experienced Contractors/Firms having work experiences
with State Government / Central Government / Government Undertakings for Pre-Qualification
for providing network connectivity services on rental basis having IP-I registration certificates
and ISP-license holders and also having registered office at Gangtok, Sikkim for running of live
SIFMS to PAO offices specified in the locations given below:
SPECIFIED LOCATIONS :-

. NIC to New Secretariat, Manan Kendra, Gangtok.

. New Secretariat to Transport Department, SNT Division.
. NIC to Sikkim Legislative Assembly, Nam Nam Road, Gangtok.

NIC to Secretariat Annexe Building (PAO(HQ), Sonam Gyatso Marg, Gangtok.

NIC to Secretariat Annexe Building (PAO(East/Civil & Works)), Sonam Gyatso Marg, Gang-

NIC to Raj Bhawan Bungalow.
Raj Bhawan (Bungalow) to Raj Bhawan Secretariat, Gangtok.
PAO (East) to PAO (HQ), Sonam Gyatso Marg.

. Period:- 2018 -19 (APRIL to MARCH). The contract is likely to be extended by one year in
same terms and conditions.
The eligible and intending Contractors/Firms are requested to submit their Expression of
Interest along with following documents, addressed to the Controller of Accounts, Finance Rev-
enue and Expenditure Department, Government of Sikkim, on or before 22/01/2018.

[b] Financial statement showing Annual Turn Over by attaching Audited Balanced Sheets, Prof-
it & Loss statement for the last three years. The average annual turnover should not be less
than Rs.1.00 Crores for the last three years.

[c] Credentials showing value of similar works successfully executed during last 2 years, giving
details of such services provided with their values, year of commencement, year of comple-
tion, name of client, certificate of completion of works from the client, clients contact person
& telephone numbers for cross verification may also be provided.

[d] Solvency Certificate from the Banks.

[e] List of infrastructure held by the Contractor/Firms and which will be made available for the
proposed rental/lease line network for uninterrupted connectivity of SIFMS in the location

[f] Details of Key Personnel held on the employment of the Contractors/Firms, giving their
names, designation and experience, who will be made available for the proposed rental

[g] IP-I registration certificates and ISP-license.
[h] If the receiving date i.e. 22/01/2018 is declared as a holiday, the EOls will be received on

[i] For further details please log on to www.sikkimfred.gov.in.

Dated: 13/12/2017

Sd/-

9593971252

CONTROLLER OF ACCOUNTS,
FINANCE, REVENUE & EXPENDITURE DEPARTMENT,
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM

R.O. No. 466/ipr/publ/classi./17-18 dt. 14.12.2017 GANGTOK.
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Make Sex Safe,
Not Dirty

Problems with banning condom
advts from daytime TV

ecently, at the behest of the Advertising Standards

Council of India (ASCI), the Information of Broad-
casting Ministry issued a guideline restricting the
screening of condom advertisements on television be-
tween 10pm and 6am. This, one is told, to “protect”
children from “indecent” content. There is a lot more
that could be considered a lot more vulgar and inde-
cent than these advertisements. In fact, a lot of what
our leaders have been saying and which is then played
on a spool across TV channels could be considered a
lot more offensive than an advertisement, irrespective
of how much skin it shows, which advises people to
have safe sex. There is so much wrong with the lat-
est move that most must have initially dismissed it as
misreporting or “fake” news. But we are experienc-
ing very weird governance nowadays and are playing
along with a regime which has no patience for nuance
and refuses to accept the difference between subjec-
tive and objective opinions. There are few things more
repulsive than a leader branding another religion as
evil or a copy-cat wannabe leader announcing a boun-
ty on the head of an actress. But they are allowed to
spew their venom and project their insecurities and
stereotypes on impressionable minds (the “children”
and the infantilized grown-ups, both) while a product
which could not only keep the same audience protect-
ed, but also save their lives is somehow deemed too
unsavoury and suggestive to be allowed on television
during daytime!

While it is true that advertisements of premi-
um condoms are not the only mode of information
available to the young about safe sex, it is also a fact
that their screening alongside “normal” advertise-
ments makes conversations around safe sex easier.
It would even be a good thing if certain advertise-
ments click with the audience and interests couples
into using them. The reverse is however not true.
Get real moral policing agents, condom advertise-
ments do not inspire couples to indulge in premar-
ital sex or become promiscuous. The country was
just about maturing to a level where condoms were
not promoted anymore just as aids to ensure “hum
do, hamare do” and were being projected and ac-
cepted as ways to ensure protected intimacy. But a
gaggle of regressive mindsets is convinced that this
cannot be. And this is dangerous, because the push-
ing of condom advertisements to the late-night slot
is making sex a dirty word again and typecasting it
as shameful and wrong. Such banality has never dis-
couraged anyone, but the attitude we are allowing
to return is going to make sex unsafe again. That is
not advisable in a country where teen and unwanted
pregnancies are already too high and termination of
pregnancies already too unsafe.

As per a study recently published in The Lan-
cet Global Health, an estimated 15.6 million abor-
tions took place in India in 2015, with the majority
of women taking pills at home without adequate
counselling, according to a study which found that
about half of the pregnancies in the country were
unintended. This translates to an abortion rate of
47 per 1,000 women aged 15-49, which is similar
to the abortion rate in neighbouring South Asian
countries. If access to condoms or other modes of
contraception were more accessible and talk about
contraception more normalised, this would not
have been the case. The same study also estimated
the incidence of unintended pregnancy in India and
found that out of the total 48.1 million pregnancies
in 2015, about half were unintended meaning they
were wanted later or not at all. And the govern-
ment’s priority is to run TV spots about condoms
out of the screens?

WRITE US: Readers are invited to
comment on, criticise, run down, even
appreciate if they like something in this
paper.Letterscarryingabusive/indecorous
language and personal attacks, except
when against people responsible in this
newspaper (who are fair game), will have
to be ignored. Letters which carry forward
a conversation or initiate a dialogue
will command immediate attention and
receive prominence.

Mail us at: letters@summittimes.com

With FCC’s net neutrality ruling, the US could
lose its lead in online consumer protection

SASCHA MEINRATH & NATHALIA
FODITSCH
theconversation.com

he internet may be an international

system of interconnecting networks
sharing a rough global consensus about
the technical details of communicating
through them - but each country man-
ages its own internet environment inde-
pendently. As the U.S. debate about the
role of government in overseeing and
regulating the internet continues, it’s
worth looking at how other countries
handle the issue.

Our research and advocacy on in-
ternet regulation in the U.S. and other
countries offers us a unique historical
and global perspective on the Federal
Communications Commission’s Decem-
ber 2017 decision to deregulate the internet in the
U.S. The principle of an open internet, often called
“net neutrality,” is one of consumer protection.
It is based on the idea that everyone - users and
content providers alike - should be able to freely
spread their own views, and consumers can choose
what services to use and what content to consume.
Network neutrality ensures that no one - not the
government, nor corporations - is allowed to cen-
sor speech or interfere with content, services or
applications.

As the U.S. continues to debate whether to em-
brace internet freedom, the world is doing so al-
ready, with many countries imposing even stronger
rules than the ones the FCC did away with.

THE US AS TRAILBLAZER AND LAGGARD
Before 2015, many internet businesses in the U.S.
discriminated against or blocked customers from
particular legal uses of the internet. In 2007 Com-
cast illegally blocked its customers from sharing
files between themselves. In 2009, AT&T blocked
access to Skype and FaceTime apps on its network.
In 2011, MetroPCS blocked its customers from
streaming Netflix and all other streaming video
except YouTube (possibly due to a secretly negoti-
ated deal). In 2012, Verizon disabled apps that let
customers connect computers to their mobile data
service. There were many other violations of the
principle of net neutrality, too.

Customers and regulators tried to control these
discriminatory practices over many years of pub-
lic deliberation and multiple court cases. In 2015,
under the Obama administration, the FCC finalized
the Open Internet Order, a set of rules barring in-
ternet service providers from speeding up or slow-
ing down traffic based on its content or whether
the companies posting it had paid extra to the com-
pany delivering the data. It was far from perfect -
but nonetheless a giant leap forward.

In early 2017, after his inauguration, President
Trump appointed Ajit Pai, a former Verizon lawyer,
as the FCC chairman. Pai, an Obama appointee to
the FCC who had voted against the Open Internet
Order in 2015, has moved rapidly to undo it. He
and some other comentators believe that custom-
ers will get better service from a less-regulated
market, ignoring that the rules only emerged in the
wake of problems and consumer complaints.

Pai’s proposal has been criticized by former FCC
Chairman Tom Wheeler as “a shameful sham and sell-
out” to big telecommunications companies. A who's-
who list of the people who invented the technologies
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and systems underlying the internet denounced Pai’s
policy as “based on a flawed and factually inaccurate
understanding of internet technology””

Other countries are facing similar dilemmas
about how to deal with today’s digital realities, and
are slowly and individually contributing to a patch-
work of laws that differ from country to country.
But many highly industrialized and rapidly devel-
oping countries share a general consensus that
regulations ensuring an open internet are good for
consumers and for civil society.

OPENING THE INTERNET BRAZILIAN-STYLE
Brazil’s Civil Rights Framework for the Internet,
enacted in 2014 and further refined in 2016, only
allows internet service companies to prioritize cer-
tain types of traffic for technical reasons - such as
overloaded networking capacity - or to allow net-
work use by emergency services.

Yet, the country has been reluctant to enforce
these rules and hold violators to account. Much like
inthe U.S,, there is increasing concern that industry
power has overwhelmed government regulatory
agencies. Some of the largest telecommunications
companies have been providing their mobile inter-
net customers with preferential access to content
on sites and services owned by business partners.
Many Brazilian consumer rights groups are partic-
ularly alarmed because the companies receiving
this privileged treatment are all large foreign cor-
porations, including Facebook, WhatsApp, Twitter
and music-streaming service Deezer (the only non-
U.S. company).

In addition, there are proposals in the works that
would grant tens of millions of dollars in publicly
owned telecommunications infrastructure to pri-
vate companies for free. Brazilian internet freedom
is further at risk because the country’s telecommu-
nications companies are planning to insist that its
regulators align with the weakened U.S. rules.

ACTIVE ENFORCEMENT IN EUROPE

The European Union approved strong rules in
2015, requiring companies that provide internet
access to handle all traffic equally, leaving flexibili-
ty to restrict traffic when network equipment was
operating at its maximum capacity. EU rules also
allow traffic restrictions to protect network secu-
rity and handle emergency situations.

In 2016, European Union electronic communi-
cations regulators detailed potential problems in
agreements between telecommunications compa-
nies and content providers. And they explained that
quality of service could vary, but no specific applica-
tions should be discriminated against.

In 2017, they highlighted the impor-
tance of Europe’s emphasis on proac-
tively monitoring compliance with net
neutrality rules, rather than waiting for
violations to happen before reacting.
This gives European residents much
stronger consumer protection than ex-
ists in the U.S.

INDIA TAKES A STAND

India has taken similarly strong steps. In
2016, the Telecom Regulatory Authority
of India approved rules stating that “no
service provider shall offer or charge dis-
criminatory tariffs for data services on
the basis of content.” In November 2017,
the agency also issued “recommenda-
tions on net neutrality,” laying out rules
of the road for internet service providers
that incorporate substantial protections
against content and application discrimination.

Indian regulators are looking to balance con-
sumer and corporate priorities in areas such as
security, privacy and ownership of data. Moreover,
they are considering adopting regulations to spur
competition in mobile data services.

Most importantly, Indian regulators make very
clear that companies providing internet service
should not do anything “that has the effect of dis-
criminatory treatment based on content, sender or
receiver, protocols or user equipment.” This puts
openness at the core of internet service, the sort of
clear consumer protection that public interest ad-
vocates and academics have called for.

THE U.S. ISN'T AN ISLAND

The U.S. internet industry is a powerful glob-
al force, with billions of users of its websites and
online services all around the world. Further, the
U.S. government has traditionally been a leader in
developing policies that balance free speech, con-
sumer protection and other civil rights with strong
opportunities for research and business innova-
tion - but this too is now in decline.

Net neutrality protections might not be so nec-
essary if the broadband market were more com-
petitive. But 29 percent of Americans have no op-
tions for getting high-speed wired internet service
at home. Another 47 percent have just one choice
- and 20 percent have just two.

The telecommunications industry continues
to consolidate - though the U.S. Department of
Justice is trying to block the pending AT&T-Time
Warner merger. In this market with few providers,
and many companies seeking profits by promoting
their own content via their own networks, net neu-
trality protections will only become more import-
ant - not less so.

Lastly, legally speaking, policy and regulatory
decisions made in the U.S. don’t hold any direct
power in other countries. However, domestic rules
about the internet will indeed affect the global con-
versation around net neutrality. What the U.S. de-
cides, through the FCC, the courts and potentially
even through Congress, will determine whether
U.S. leadership on the internet remains strong, or
whether it will cede ground to other countries will-
ing to protect their citizens.

[Sascha Meinrath is Director of X-Lab;

Palmer Chair in Telecommunications,
Pennsylvania State University; Nathalia
Foditsch is Ph.D. Student in Law and Com-
munications, American University]

Alabama and #MeToo's disruptive force

ASHWINI TAMBE

theconversation.com

Roy Moore’s electoral defeat in Al-
abama is an important victory for

#MeToo.

Let’s recall that the allegations
about his preying on teenagers came
to light amidst a wave of #MeToo-in-
spired charges. National attention to
sexual harassment raised the profile
of this state-level race.

The focus has now turned to
Donald Trump, as some members of
Congress call for investigating multi-
ple complaints of sexual misconduct
against him. If their call gains traction,
it will be a remarkable development.

The words “movement,” “upris-
ing” and even “revolution” have been
used to describe events over the past
two months. As a feminist scholar,
I see them as apt because of the un-
precedented momentum and scale of
the outcry.

There is also another term that

below, moving
wards” and “eventually displacing”

“relentlessly up-

and Facebook to share personal sto-
ries, echoing the “survivor speak-out”
model long championed by feminists

disrupted legal channels of redressal.
In court, you are innocent until
proven guilty. But #MeToo has tilted

quite precisely conveys what is hap-
pening: “disruption.” I borrow this
term from technology and business
writers who use it to describe an up-
heaval of institutionalized ways of
doing things. In many ways, what we
are seeing is a textbook case of cul-
tural disruption.
MOVING ‘RELENTLESSLY
UPWARDS’

According to the theory, disruptors
are typically small actors who ask:
Why should we do things the same
way as before? They offer new and

established institutions. In our time,
disruptions in the business world are
mostly made possible by digital tech-
nology, the best examples being Net-
flix, which used digital streaming to
subvert network television, and Airb-
nb, which directly connected home
sharers with potential guests.

I see sexual harassment victims
as disruptors because they use social
media platforms to circumvent legal
channels for pursuing justice. The
current sea change began with lit-
tle-known individuals using Twitter

of the anti-violence movement.
SHORT-CIRCUITING THE LAW

The scale of the viral #MeToo hashtag
led journalists to investigate and
publicize victims’ stories. Effectively,
this allowed a short-circuiting of the
law. Lawsuits pose burdens of proof
that are sometimes impossible to
meet. How do you produce material
evidence of unwanted touching or
obscene words said in passing? So
victims said: I need a different route
to justice. By speaking publicly and
shaming their harassers, victims have

public sympathy and power in favor of
accusers by showing how widespread
sexual coercion is. Taking accusers
more seriously than those accused is
a reversal of the principle of legal due
process. Yet because those who are
victimized have been so ill-served by
legal burdens of proof, they are using
the most effective alternative avail-
able. And many in the public are, for
now, trusting the investigation pro-
cess followed by reporters and man-
agement and ethics committees.

turn to pg05



NeighbourhoodWATCH

SummitTIMES | 16 December 2017

3-day film fest in Kolkata to create
environmental awareness

KoOLKATA, DEC 15 (PTI): The third
edition of Kolkata International
Wildlife Environment Film Festival
began here today with more than
300 schoolchildren taking an oath
to protect nature and wildlife.
Noted environmentalists and
Prakash
Baba Amte and Mandakini Amte,
who were present at the inau-
gural function of the three-day
fest at Gorky Sadan, joined the
children as they promised to pre-
serve and enhance the glory of

Magsaysay awardees

nature.

Later in the day, Jungle Book
Bear, a film by Oliver Goetzl, was
also screened at the centre.

The three-day extravaganza,
organised by NGO Desham, aims to
sensitise people about the need to
conserve the environment, a festi-
val coordinator said.

Lauding the initiative, Manda-
kini Amte said,”l think more such
film festivals should be arranged
across the country to generate in-
terest and awareness on environ-

mental matters among the young-

today.

er generation.”

A special show of Marathi
feature film ‘Dr Prakash Baba Amte
- The Real Hero, based on the life
and works of the Amte couple, was
also organised at Rotary Sadan
as part of the inaugural function

Altogether, 66 films from 116
countries,
been selected for screening at five
auditoriums in the city, festival di-
rector Aditya Mukherjee said.

including India, have

Sonowal asks diplomats to explore
opportunities in Assam

NEw DELHI, DECc 15
(PTI): Assam Chief Min-
ister Sarbananda Sonow-
al today asked ASEAN
and Western countries
to explore investment
opportunities in his state
and join its development
process by setting up in-
dustries there.

At an interactive
session with diplomats
of more than 20 coun-
tries, he said the Assam
government has been
putting great empha-
sis on creating a busi-
ness-friendly  environ-
ment and bringing in-
vestments to the state.

The diplomats should
explore the opportuni-
ties in the state for their
entrepreneurs, he said.

“Persistent  efforts
by the state government
succeeded in bring-
ing Rs 6,500 crore in-
vestment to Assam in
the last one year. New
policies, reforms, es-
tablishing new units
of industry by famous
brands have given new
vibrancy to the industri-
al scene of the state,” he
told the ambassadors,
high commissioners and
other diplomats based
in India.

Diplomats from
Thailand,  Philippines,
Myanmar, Singapore, In-
donesia, Vietnam, Myan-
mar, Germany, Norway,

o

Sweden, Slovenia, Serbia,
Venezuela, Kazakhstan,
Bhutan, Bangladesh, Ro-
mania, Turkey, Afghani-
stan and Syria attended
the event.

Sonowal also invited
the diplomats to partici-
pate in the global inves-
tors summit ‘Advantage
Assam’ to be held in Gu-
wahati on February 3-4.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will inaugurate it.

Referring to the Modi
government’s  empha-
sis on ‘Act East Policy,
Sonowal said with a
short span of time, the
policy has turned the en-
tire northeastern region
into the centre of “New
India’s” growth vision
and implementation.

“The huge emphasis
on the comprehensive
development of the re-
gion and better ways of
governance have initiat-
ed a new era of develop-
ment,” he said.

During the interac-

tive session, several dip-
lomats sought to know
about Assam govern-
ment policies for the in-
dustries and how these
would be beneficial to
the entrepreneurs of
their countries.

Sonowal said his
government was “ready
to welcome with open
heart” all investors and
creating positive envi-
ronment and provide all
assistance to them.

Later, talking to re-
porters, he said the glob-
al investors’ summit has
been named as ‘Advan-
tage Assam’ due to the
state’s clean air, plenty
of water, hospitable peo-
ple, virgin lands and the
state’s possible role to
serve as the gateway to
the Eastern an the North-
eastern India.

The state has iden-
tified a number of focus
sectors, including agri-
culture and food process-
ing, organic cultivation

and bamboo, handloom,
textile and handicrafts,
inland water transport,
port township and river
front development and
logistics.

Other focus areas in-
clude information tech-
nology and information
technology enabled ser-
vices, pharmaceuticals
and medical devices,
plastics and petrochem-
icals, power, tourism,
hospitality and wellness,
petroleum and natural
gas and civil aviation.

Sonowal said the
Assam government has
identified an 80 km
stretch on the either side
of national highways 37,
31 and 31A as an indus-
trial corridor for setting
up the industries.

The state government
is also ready to offer 700
acres of land for setting up
Japanese enclave for in-
vestors from that country.

The chief minister
also held a separate
meeting with aviation

industry captains and
highlighted Assam’s
geographical  proximi-

ty to some of the fastest
growing economies of
the world in ASEAN and
South East Asian coun-
tries and how the state
can be a natural staging
point for doing business
with them and a poten-
tial air connectivity.

PM to open Tuirial hydro project
in Mizoram tomorrow

NEw DeLHI, DEC 15
(PTI): Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will ded-
icate the Tuirial Hydro-
electric Power Project in
Mizoram to the nation to-
morrow, the power min-
istry said today.

Mizoram  Governor
Nirbhay Sharma, Chief
Minister Lal Thanhawla
and several ministers as
well as officials will be
present on the occasion,
the Power Ministry said
in a statement.

The 60 MW Tuirial
Hydro Electric Power
Project (HEPP) has been
constructed as a Central
Sector Project and imple-
mented by North Eastern
Electric Power Corpo-
ration (NEEPCO), under
the administrative con-
trol of the Union power
ministry.

The Cabinet Commit-

tee on Economic Affairs
(CCEA) cleared the proj-
ect for implementation
in July 1998 with com-
missioning scheduled in
July 2006.

After the completion
of about 30 per cent of
the project activities, the
work was totally sus-
pended from June 2004
due to local agitation.

The work resumed in
January 2011.

The remotely locat-
ed project faced various
hindrances ranging from
inadequate communica-
tion infrastructure, mas-
sive failure of the Power
House slopes due to poor
soil condition to lack
of availability of skilled
manpower.

Unit-1 of the project
was commissioned on
August 25 this year, and
Unit-1I on November 28.

The project has been
built at a cost of Rs 1,302
crore.

It is the biggest pow-
er project in Mizoram
and will feed the entire
energy to be generated to
the state, which will help
it achieve the Centre’s
ambitious and flagship
Mission ‘24x7 Affordable
Clean Power for Al

The state’s current
demand of electricity is
only 87 MW and this is
being met by the state’s
mini power projects and
availability of its share of
power from central sec-
tor projects.

Mizoram will now be
the third power-surplus
state in North East India
after Sikkim and Tripura.

Alabama and #MeToo'’s disruptive force

contd from pg04

Some journalism outlets such
as The Washington Post are using
stringent investigative methods. Its
reporters were not duped by false
claims made by a sting operation.
The pressure to be thorough and
fair is very high, since the possibil-
ity of false accusations is real. This
chaotic quality and the need for
vigilance is reminiscent of other
disrupted environments:
offers guests no guarantee of safety,
and guests take on the risk of rac-

ism and sexual assault.

What remains to be worked out,
after the dust settles, is a genuine-
ly transformative solution to the
problem of sexual coercion— one
that goes beyond shaming and pun-
ishment to enabling perpetrators
to take responsibility for the harm

they have caused.

TARGETING SPECIFIC SECTORS
In the business world, disruptors
typically take advantage of vulner-
abilities in an industry or market.
In this case, sexual harassment
complaints are primarily effective
in sectors where reputations mat-
ter, such as entertainment and pol-
itics. Media companies and politi-
cal parties do not want to risk the
public relations fallout from scan-

Airbnb

dals. As a result, we see swift fir-
ings and resignations on the heels

of allegations.

Yet media industries and pol-
itics, while being challenging en-

party positions on women'’s issues
seem less meaningful right now,

as allegations against members of

both parties spill out. The pent-up
fury driving victims to come for-

vironments for women, are not
known to be the worst sites of
gender-based abuse. The arenas
considered historically unfriend-
ly to women are male-dominated
sectors such as construction and
blue-collar trades, surgery and fi-
nance. The most troubling sectors,
feminist scholars note, are those
where private settings make abuse
easier, such as domestic work or
childcare, and service industries
such as restaurants, where the
pressure to seek tips make serv-
ers succumb to customer requests.
But harassers in these sectors are
not celebrities and therefore less
vulnerable to public shaming.

The term “disruption” is also
aptbecause it is a wholesale attack
on an institution. Disruptors draw
few distinctions between the valu-
able and less-valuable features of
institutions, or the worst or least
offensive perpetrators. The goal is
to upend a system, or in this case,
to root out a systematic problem.
For instance, the distinctions be-
tween Democrat and Republican

ward has meant dispensing with
this distinction.

Finally, it is worth noting that
the energy associated with this
movement, as with many disrup-
tors, is youthful. The driving force
behind the movement against sex-
ual harassment is young women,
who, according to a Pew survey,
most readily identify it as a wide-
spread problem. This is not sur-
prising; it is those in the age range
of 15-35 years who are most fre-
quently harassed, and the young
are also the most avid users of
social media platforms. Women
in older age groups are, of course,
also speaking out about past ex-
periences of harassment and its
very real effect on their lives and
careers. But in the impatience and
refusal of the status quo, we can
distinctly hear a new generation’s
voice.

[the writer is Editorial
Director, Feminist Studies;
Associate Professor, Depart-
ment of Women’s Studies,
University of Maryland]
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Unreserved
Bhutia Lepcha

Bhutia Lepcha (BPL)

11.  Scheduled Tribe

14. Scheduled Caste

17.  Primitive Tribe

i) Scheduled Tribe
ii) Unreserved

i) Scheduled Caste
iv) Primitive Tribe
V) Bhutia Lepcha

i) Bhutia Lepcha
ii) Scheduled Tribe
i) Unreserved

iv) Scheduled Caste
V) Primitive Tribe

vi) Other Backward Classes -
vii)  Other Backward Classes -
3. Out of 446 posts reserved for different category, following shall be reserved for Ex-Servicemen (ESM):-

vi) Other Backward Classes -
vii)  Other Backward Classes -
1. The eligibility criteria & educational and professional qualifications are as under:-

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM

SIKKIM STATE TEACHERS’ RECRUITMENT BOARD

UPPER SYARI, GANGTOK.

EMPLOYMENT NOTICE

Bhutia Lepcha (Women)

3
4
5. Other Backward Classes — (CL)

6. Other Backward Classes — (CL Women)
7. Other Backward Classes — (CL — BPL)

8, Other Backward Classes — (SL)

9. Other Backward Classes — (SL — women)
10. Other Backward Classes — (SL - BPL)

12.  Scheduled Tribe Women
13. Scheduled Tribe (BPL)

15. Scheduled Caste (Women)
16. Scheduled Caste (BPL)

18. Primitive Tribe (Women)
Reservation for Persons with Disabilities (PWD), Sports Persons and Artisans of Excellence (SPAE) and Ex-Servicemen (ESM) is as

Applications are invited from the local eligible candidates for filling up of 446 (Four Hundred forty six) posts of Primary Teachers under
HRDD through Direct Recruitment in the Pay Band Il of Rs.9300-34800+Grade Pay Rs.4200/-
Category wise distribution of vacancies:-

- 01(one) post.
- 01(one) post.

under:-
1. Out of 446 posts reserved for different category, the following shall be reserved for Persons with Disabilities:-
i) 13 (thirteen) posts for BLV (Low Vlslon)
i) 04 (Four) posts for Orth di (L Di: ).
2. Out of 446 posts reserved for different category, followmg shall be reserved for Sports Persons and Artisans of Excellence (SPAE):-

- 01 (one) post.
- 01 (one) post.
- 01 (one) posts.

Central List — 02 (Two) posts.
State List — 02 (Two) posts.

- 03 (Three) posts.
- 02(Two) posts.
- 02(two) posts.
- 02 (two) posts.
- 02 (two) posts.

Central List — 02 (Two) posts.
State List — 02 (Two) posts.

Dated: 14/12/2017

SL.No Name of Post

Qualification

Age Limit

Academic

Professional

01 Primary
Teacher

Senior secondary (Class XII or its
equivalent) from a recognized board
with at least 50% marks (45%) for
reserved category.

Two years Diploma in
Elementary Education
recognized by NCTE with
CTET/STET certificate.

Should have attained the age of 18
and should not have crossed 40
years as on 31/12/2017 as per the
Notification No. M(3)/(55)/GEN/

DOP/PT-IIl Dated:- 03/07/2017

a0

am~oe

©

(i).Written Examination:-

(ii) Viva-Voce.
Admission at all stages of

for which

2. Pre-Primary Teachers who possess the requisite qualification of Diploma in Elementary Education are also eligible to apply for the post
subject to their acquiring the requisite TET for Primary Teachers within one year of appointment.
3. The upper age limit is relaxed up to 50(fifty) years for the purpose of recruitment in Govt. Service under the State of Sikkim in respect of
the persons working in Group ‘B’, ‘C’ & ‘D’ category on temporary basis (Muster Roll/ Adhoc/Substitute/Contract/Work Charged etc.) under
the State/Central Govt. Department, Public Sector Undertaking established in the State, Private Companies Act- 1956 and in various State/
Central Govt. Projects/Programmers under implementation in the State vide Notification No. M(3) Part — 111/ 28/Gen/Dop, dated 04/08/2015.
4. The upper age limit is relaxed up to 10(ten) years for Differently Able Candidates in terms of O.M No 1632/GEN/DOP dated 27/02/2008.
5. Candidates fulfilling the above criteria may submit their applications in the prescribed form available in the SSTRB Office after submitting
a Bank Receipt of Rs.200/- (Rupees Two Hundred only) payable in the State Bank of Sikkim under the revenue Head 0202-102-03-Edn.
The amount once deposited shall not be refunded or adjusted against any other purpose.
6. Last date for the receipt of application is 31¢' Jan, 2018 (Within office Hours). No application shall be accepted after 3.30pm on 31¢ Jan
2018. The Board will not be responsible for late receipt of application due to postal delay or otherwise. Applicants are advised to go through
the Advertisement scrupulously and fill in the form accordingly.
7. Candidates need not submit the documents while submitting the application. However, in case of his/ her selection in the written examina-
tion, Candidates have to submit a set of attested copies of the following documents along with the original for verification.
a. Attested copies of Mark Sheets and Pass Certificate of Class X & Xl issued by the recognized Board and two years Diploma in Elementary
Education recognized by NCTE with CTET/STET certificate duly verified by the Exam Cell of HRDD.
b. Attested copy of Sikkim Subject/COI.
Attested copy of Caste/Class Certificates.
Unmarried Certificate in case of unmarried female candidates and COI/SSC of husband’s as well as Marriage Certificate in case of Married
Female candidates issued by the appropriate Authority.
Attested copy of Disability Certificate in case of Differently Able Candidates.
Attested copy of valid Local Employment Card.
Candidates claiming for reservation under BPL category should submit the BPL Certificate issued by the officer of respective District Col-
lectors / SDM in terms of circular No. 09/Home/2014 dated 25.11.2014.
h. Candidates claiming for reservation under SPEA should submit the certificate issued by the competent authority in terms of office Memo-
randum No. 3909/Gen/DoP dated 29/11/2016.
One Copy of pas port size photograph having imprinted name and date of birth at the bottom of the photo.
The Examination will be held in two phases:

i. Paper | — consisting of General English and General Knowledge (MCQ).
ii. Paper Il — Content and Teaching Methodology (MCQ).
(A). Content — (a) Mathematics (b) Science (c) Social Science.
(B). Teaching Methodology:-

(a) General Methodology.

(b) Methods in Mathematics.

(c) Methods in Science.

(d) Methods in Social Science.

be purely provisional and is subject to satisfying the prescribed
ination process, it is found that applicant do not fulfil any of the
by the Board without further notice.

Admit Card will be issued in due course of time. No TA and DA will be paid for attending written examination and viva-voce.

are

by the Board viz. Written examination, Viva-voce will

atsany stages of the exam-

e for the post will be cancelled

R.O. No. 465/ipr/publ/classi/17-18 dt. 14.12.2017

NOTE: THE SYLLABUS FOR THE WRITTEN EXAM WILL BE DISPLAYED IN THE NOTICE BOARD OF SSTRB, UPPER
SYARI, EAST SIKKIM. THE BOARD SHALL NOT ENTERTAIN ANY APPLICATION OR REVIEW OR RTI, CORRESPONDENCE
TILL THE ENTIRE PROCESS OF RECRUITMENT IS COMPLETED.

Sikkim State Teacher’s Recruitment Board.

Sd/-
(T.P. Sharma)
Controller of Exams.
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Drone
regulations
likely to

be out in

2 months,
says Sinha

NEw DELHI, DECc 15
(PTI): The regulations
for operating drones are
likely to be ready within
two months and would
be the “best in class with
appropriate constraints”,

union minister Jayant
Sinha said today.
The civil aviation

ministry came out with
draft rules for unmanned
aircraft systems last
month, seeking com-
ments from the public.

“We have received
over 100 comments.
We are in the process of
incorporating those in
drone regulations that
will be putting (out)..
That should be coming
through in next 30- 60
days,” Sinha said at an
event here.

The regulations
would help in use of
drones for “all kinds of
applications and busi-
nesses that you want to
build”, the Minister of
State for Civil Aviation
said in response to a que-
ry from a start-up entre-
preneur.

“I believe drone reg-
ulation that we will have
will be best in class with
appropriate constraints...
We have to balance safe-
ty and security with what
you want to do and those
are good constraints to
have,” Sinha said.

At present, aircraft
rules do not cover the
use of drones as well as
their sale and purchase.
Aviation regulator DGCA
had in October 2014 re-
stricted the use of drones
and unmanned aircraft
system by civilians.

According to the draft
rules prepared by the
DGCA, drones would re-
quire unique identifica-
tion numbers while nano
drones, those weighing
below 250 grams, would
be exempt from seeking
one-time approval, in-
cluding the unique num-
ber requirement.

Drones have been
classified into five cate-
gories, with those weigh-
ing up to 250 gram de-
scribed as ‘nano’.

Those weighing more
than 250 gram and up
to 2 kilogram would be
classified as ‘micro’ while
‘mini’ would be those
having weight of over 2
kg and less than or equal
to 25 kg.

‘Small’ drones would
be those weighing up to
150kgand the ones above
that threshold would be
classified as ‘large’.
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MARATHON MAN AND HIS TEAM TO RUN IN PATNA MARATHON

GANGTOK, 15 DEC: A five-member marathon team led by Marathon Man of Sikkim, Amar Subba, has left today to participate in Patna
Marathon scheduled to be held on 17 Dec. Other team members are Surat Raj Subba, Sushila Rai, Bhusan Gurung and Buddha Sing
Subba. All are students of Marathon Man, Mr Subba. “We have prepared hard to give our best in the marathon. It will be a great ex-
perience for all of us to participate in the Marathon,” Mr Subba said.

Mangan can now turn vegetable waste into compost

GANGTOK, 15 DEC [IPR]:
North Sikkim'’s first veg-
etable waste composter
building located adjacent
to Mangan Vegetable Ba-
zaar was inaugurated by
Mission Director, Swachh
Bharat Mission (Urban),
Urban Development &
Housing Department,
Yishey D Yongda in the
presence of Mangan
Nagar Panchayat Presi-
dent, councillors, staff,
residents and shop own-
ers of the bazaar.

The Waste Composter
which was procured way
back in 2012 was made
operational again by
shifting it to the newly
constructed shed near the
vegetable market and for-
mally launched. The logis-
tic interventions as well
as funding for the newly
created space has been
provided under Swachh
Bharat Mission (Urban),
with a view to encourage
source segregation that is
already mandated by the
Mission.

Accordingly, all the
Urban Local Bodies in

Sikkim have already
been sensitized through
various trainings, work-
shops regarding source
segregation, composting
techniques and other
mandatory requirements
as per Sikkim Municipal
Solid Waste Plan formu-
lated by the UD&HD and
Solid Waste Management
Rules, 2013.

Color coded blue and
green collection bins
(separate for vegetable

and dry waste) were also
provided to the shops at
the bazaar.

The entire vegetable
waste so collected would
be fed into the composter
machine which would in
turn fetch revenue for the
Nagar Panchayat through
sale of the compost. Along
with the vegetable waste
from the market, house-
hold wet waste coming
from the recently launched
Pilot Project on source
segregation whereby 200
households have been

provided color coded bins,
would also augment the
feeding capacity of the
Waste Composter.
Additionally, the Mis-
sion Director also inau-
gurated the Eco Bank
(Resource Recovery Cen-
tre) located below the
Nagar Panchayat office.
The RRC designed to
accommodate all Kinds
of solid waste invites the
public to hand over segre-
gated e-waste, recyclable
waste (paper, plastic, tetra
pak, metal, pet and glass

bottles etc.) and non-re-
cyclable  (multi-layered
packaging) waste.

As per the SBM Ur-
ban, every ULB shall have
an Eco Bank (RRC) man-
datorily at the ward level
and a bigger one at the
ULB level.

Municipal Executive
Officer highlighted vari-
ous steps being taken by
the ULB under the Swa-
chh Bharat Mission.

MNP president in-
formed the gathering
that henceforth all the
vegetable waste would
be composted at the
compost facility and also
requested all the shop
owners to utilize the ser-
vices of the Eco Bank.

State Mission Direc-
tor gave a sensitization
speech whereby the var-
ious rules, policies, direc-
tives of the government
were highlighted.

The event concluded
with a hands-on demo on
household composting
by MNP sub inspector.

| will leave
Vijender beaten and

New DELHI, DECc 15
(PTI): African Champi-
on Ernest Amuzu has
threatened to leave In-
dian star boxer Vijender
Singh “beaten and bro-
ken” when they clash at
Sawai Mansingh Indoor
Stadium in Jaipur on De-
cember 23.

Vijender has fought
nine bouts so far, win-
ning all of them, and has
collected the WBO Asia
Pacific and Oriental Su-
per Middleweight titles.

Amuzu, who holds a
good record of 25 fights
with 23 wins (21 Knock-
outs) and two loss hav-
ing played 122 rounds
of professional boxing, is
training very hard to de-
feat Vijender at his home
ground.

“I am training very
hard daily for 8-10 hours
for this fight. I've had
good notice of the fight
so I'll be prepared for Vi-
jender and whatever he
brings into the ring for
the fight,” he added.

“I have just heard his
name and have never
seen him fight. I will take
great delight in handing
Vijender Singh his first
loss and left him beaten
and broken in front of his
home crowd.

“In fact I will tell you
what I will do to him, I
will smash him to the
body to loosen him up
and then a right hand
to knock him out, just
watch me on 23rd De-
cember;” added.

broken: Ernest Amuzu

Amuzu said his expe-
rience in the professional
circuit will hold him in
good stead against Vi-
jender.

“I am experienced
fighter in professional
circuit than Vijender. He
has never, never met any
experienced and tough
boxer like me and he will
realise what it is like fac-
ing a real professional
boxer in Jaipur,” he said.

“I know he has an
Olympic medal but I have
boxed as a successful am-
ateur in Africa winning
many tournaments, I
also believe I have plen-
ty of good experience in
my 25 fights to give hard
time to Vijender Singh.”

Amuzu further said
that the Beijing Olympic
bronze medallist boxer
will realise his mistake
of fighting someone like
him at the end of the
bout.

“I know that Vijender
is a hero there. But I am
going to knock your hero
out. He doesn’t belong in
a boxing ring with me.
I am insulted that he
thinks he can just walk
over me and beat me eas-
ily,” he said.

“When he is lying
on the canvas and I am
standing with my hands
raised above him he will
realise he has made a
huge mistake fighting
me. He should stick to
acting in films as he is
just an actor in boxing,’
added Amuzu.

Kalijhoraresidentsworried over cracks on protectionwall

SUMMIT REPORT
KALIMPONG, 15 DEC:
he people of Ka-
lijhora on NH 10,
which falls under the
project area of NHPC
Low Dam 4, are wor-
ried about the protec-
tion wall which devel-

oped cracks during
monsoon last year.
About 100 m

stretch of the protec-
tion wall developed
cracks following which
repeated demands to
repair the wall were
placed before the
NHPC administration
but nothing has been
done even after one
year, said Sailu Gurung,
alocal resident.

He added that

NHPC has brought about devel-

opment in the area and employ-
ment but the whole village is

having sleepless nights due to
the cracks in the protection wall.

Another resident,
Dilip Chettri said that
this year, due to the
Darjeeling shut down
the project was closed
and the water level
was low but since the
project has resumed
water level has risen
again which is our con-
cern.

The locals have
visited the project site
and complained many
times but till now their
demand has been un-
heard, he added.

Meanwhile, HR
Manager, Pandu Gaga-
rai said, “We are seri-
ous and a tender notice
for the repair work
was floated but there
was some problem so

the tender will be done again.”

Govt okays
Rs 2,600 cr package for
leather, footwear industry

New DELHI, DEc 15
(PTI): The government
today approved a Rs
2,600 crore special pack-
age for employment gen-
eration in the leather and
footwear sector, which
has the potential to gen-
erate 3.24 lakh jobs in
three years and assist
in the formalisation of 2
lakh jobs. The decision
was taken at a meeting
of the Union Cabinet
chaired by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi here.

The package in-
volves  implementation
of central scheme ‘Indian
Footwear, Leather & Ac-
cessories Development
Programme’, with an
expenditure of Rs 2,600
crore during 2017-18 to
2019-20.

“The scheme would

lead to development of
infrastructure for the
leather sector; address
environmental concerns
specific to the leather
sector and facilitate ad-
ditional investments, job
creation and production,”
the government said.

Moreover, the en-
hanced tax incentive
would attract large-scale
investments in the sector
and reforms in labour
laws in view of seasonal
nature of the sector will
support economies of
scale, it said.

The package has the
potential to generate
3.24 lakh new jobs in
three years and assist
in the formalisation of 2
lakh jobs as cumulative
impact in footwear, leath-
er and accessories sector.

Catholic priests allegedly beaten up outside police station Station in MP

BHOPAL, DEC 15 (PTI): Suspected Bajrang
Dal activists were claimed to have beaten
up some Christians, including 10 priests,
and torched their car outside a police sta-
tion in Satna district of Madhya Pradesh
last night over alleged conversion of Hin-

dus to Christianity.

Sub-inspector Mohinee Sharma of
Civil Lines police station said a case has
been registered against unidentified peo-
ple for burning the vehicle, but denied
claim about members of the Catholic
community having been assaulted during
the incident. Nobody has been arrested

yet, she added.

“They (members of the Catholic group)
may have been manhandled outside the
police station premises. If they come to us
with a complaint that they were beaten up,
we will surely book the accused,” the po-
lice officer said.

The group comprised ten Catholic
priests and 32 others undergoing training
for priesthood.

Father M. Rony, social work director of
Satna diocese, told PTI that some young
men stormed the venue of a pre- Christ-
mas function at Bhoomkar village, 15 km
from the district headquarters, around 9
last night and created a ruckus, alleging

there.

children.

After police got information, they came
to the spot and took 32 Catholic brothers
(trainee priests) and two priests to the
Civil Lines police station, Fr Rony said.

“When they reached the police sta-
tion, they were beaten up by Bajrang Dal
activists on the station campus. Hearing
the news, four other priests rushed to the
police station, but they were also thrashed
and their car was set on fire,” he claimed,

that religious conversion was going on

The function was organised by Sy-
ro-Malabar Church of Northern India for

adding four more priests went to the po-
lice station and were assaulted too.

Police let off members of the Catholic
group around 3:30 am. They agreed to vis-
it the police station today morning, Rony
said.

“As promised they returned in the
morning, and right now (around 3:30 pm)
they (priests and others) are at the police
station,” he said.

Rony said the diocese was running a
seminary at Barakala village in Satna dis-
trict for the last 20 years and not a single
person there had converted to Christiani-
ty. “We are being persecuted,” he said.

Sub-inspector Sharma said a Catholic
priest and five others were booked today
for allegedly converting a Hindu man to
Christianity using force and allurement at
Bhoomkar village.

“We have booked (priest) M George

and five others on the complaint of Dhar-
mendra Dohar, a local youth who claimed
he was illegally converted on December

10,” Sharma said.

har was.

Rony said he was not aware of who Do-

Satna superintendent of police Rajesh
Hingankar could not be reached for com-
ments despite repeated calls.
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children regulators rollback net neutrality rules
kllled af: LALIT K JHA deceptive acts or practices,” or requests for information
ter train WASHINGTON, DEC 14 (PTI): the federal commission said. from the New York Attorney

US regulators today voted to Democratic Leader Nancy General’s Investigation,” Pelo-
mows into rollback “net neutrality” rules * s Pelosi described Democratic si said.

that require internet provid- Leader Nancy Pelosi said FCC's House Speaker Paul Ryan
S ChOO I bus ers to treat all traffic equally. radical, partisan decisiontodis-  welcomed the decision.

The Federal Communica- T mantle net neutrality “strikes a “Despite its unassuming

[P)il:P;iN?:FP)('FZ?]Tz:S)'; tions Commission, in a 3-2 “E stunning blow” to the promise name, the Obama adminis-

vote, adopted a proposal by
Republican appointed chair-
man Indian-American Ajit Pai.

The critics say the move
is against the interest of the
consumers and favours big
corporate companies.

By doing so, the Republi-
can-majority commission has
reversed the 2015 “net-neu-
trality” ruled of the previous
Obama Administration, which
mandated upon all internet
service providers to treat all
traffic equally, without block-
ing or showing content.

The decision restores
the longstanding, bipartisan
light-touch regulatory frame-
work that has fostered rapid
Internet growth, openness,
and freedom for nearly 20
years, the FCC said in a state-
ment after the voting.

Following detailed legal

of a free and open Internet.

“With this unjustified and
blatant giveaway to big pro-
viders, FCC Chairman Ajit Pai
is proving himself an eager
executor of the Trump Ad-
ministration s anti-consumer,
anti- competition agenda,”
she said.

Pelosi alleged that FCC's
rule change process was
marked by haste, secrecy and
technical flaws from the start.

“This arbitrary decision
was made without a single
public hearing and over the
firm opposition of Internet
experts and technologists,”
she said.

“It is deeply disturbing
that Pai’s FCC has refused
to take action to combat the
threat of identity theft and
fake comments in the agen-
cy record, and has refused to

tration’s net neutrality regu-
lation threatens the free and
open internet that has done
so much to advance modern
society,” he said.

The Trump administra-
tion’s action to roll back this
egregious government over-
reach into the most innovative
space will benefit all users of
the internet, he said.

As Chairman Pai outlined
today, the way to protect con-
sumers is to put the Federal
Trade Commission back on
the beat to crack down on
those who would abuse open
access. This new plan of ac-
tion will open new avenues
for telemedicine, distance
learning, and future innova-
tions, Ryan said.

White House Press Secre-
tary Sarah Sanders said the
Trump Administration backs

four children were killed
and seven people were
seriously injured today
after a train crashed into
a school bus at a lev-
el crossing in southern
France, police sources
said.

The bus, which was
carrying mainly junior
high school students, was
struck by the train in Mil-
las about 18 kilometres
west (11 miles) of the
city of Perpignan, close
to the Spanish border.

A rescue operation
was under way.

The head of security
for the Pyrenees area,
where the collision took
place, confirmed the ac-
cident involving a train
travelling west from Per-
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as facilitate effective govern-
ment oversight of broadband
providers conduct, it said.

“In particular, the FCC’s
action has restored the juris-
diction of the Federal Trade
Commission to act when

of comments from consumers
and stakeholders, the Com-
mission reversed the FCC's
2015 heavy- handed utili-
ty-style regulation of broad-
band Internet access service,
which imposed substantial

Inplace ofthatheavy-hand-
ed framework, the FCC is re-
turning to the traditional light-
touch framework that was in
place until 2015, it asserted.

Moreover, the FCC also
adopted robust transpar-

pignan to the town of
Villefranche de Conflent.

The bus was trans-
porting mainly junior
high-school students.

The BFMTV channel
said it was struck in the
rear.

President Emmanuel
Macron in a tweet wrote:
“All my thoughts for the
victims of this terrible ac-
cident involving a school
bus, as well as their fami-
lies. The state is fully mo-
bilised to help them.”

Prime Minister
Edouard Philippe and
Transport Minister Elisa-
beth Borne were on their
way to the scene from a
meeting in the south-cen-
tral city of Cahors.

“It's a terrible event,”
Education Minister
Jean-Michel  Blanquer
said, expressing “pro-
found sadness”.

and economic analysis, as
well as extensive examination

ecosystem, it said.

costs on the entire Internet

ency requirements that will
empower consumers as well

broadband providers engage
in anticompetitive, unfair, or

comply with FOIA (Freedom
of Information Act) requests

the FCC’s move but also sup-
ports a free and fair internet.
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ministry spokesman.

orth Korea has warned the US would take a “dangerous and big step” towards nuclear war if it enforces a naval blockade. It said it
would take “merciless self-defensive” measures. North Korea state media said the Trump administration was “pursuing a policy
of military confrontation but this is nothing but a death-bed struggle by those alarmed by the might of the DPRK always emerging
victorious”. “Should the United States and its followers try to enforce the naval blockade against our country, we will see it as an
act of war and respond with merciless self-defensive counter-measures as we have warned repeatedly,” said KCNA, citing a foreign

Pak SC refuses to reopen another graft case against Sharifs

IsLaMABAD, DEec 15
(PTI): Pakistan’s ousted
premier Nawaz Shar-
if and his family today
heaved a sigh of relief
when the Supreme Court
refused to reopen an-
other corruption case
against them.

The three-member
bench of Justice Mushir
Alam, Justice Qazi Faez
Isa and Justice Mazhar
Alam Khan Miankhel re-
jected an appeal against
a 2014 decision of the
Lahore High Court that
quashed the case for lack
of evidence.

The National Ac-
countability Bureau’s
(NAB) had recently filed
the appeal to reopen the

Rs 1.2 billion Hudaibya
Paper Mills case, involv-
ing money laundering
charges against the Shar-

if family.
The case was
launched in 2000 by

former dictator Pervez

Musharraf.

The NAB failed to
convince the court why it
took so long to challenge

the high court verdict.
The court after several
days of hearing the case
issued a short order and
rejected the appeal to re-
open the case.

Today’s decision is
major relief for the Shar-
if family as it was feared
that after his disqual-
ification, his younger
brother Shehbaz Sharif,
who is the chief minister
of Punjab province, could
also face the similar fate
if the case was reopened.

The case was based on
a confessional statement
of Sharif’s confidante and
current Finance Minister
Ishaq Dar who on April
25, 2000 admitted play-
ing role in laundering

money to the tune of USD
14.86 million on behalf of
the Sharifs through ficti-
tious accounts.

Dar later said that he
was forced to record the
statement while he was
in custody after Sharif’s
government was sent
packing by former mili-
tary ruler Musharraf.

Sharif, 67, and some
of his family members
are already facing cor-
ruption charges in the

43 Indian fishermen
arrested by Pak
authorities: official

KARrAcH]I, DEC 15 (PTI):
Forty-three Indian fish-
ermen have been arrest-
ed and seven of their
boats seized by Pakistani
authorities for alleged-
ly fishing illegally in the
country’s territorial wa-
ters in the Arabian Sea,
officials said today.

The fishermen were
arrested yesterday and
have been handed over
to the Docks police, a
spokesman for Pakistan’s
Maritime Security Force
(PMSF) said.

“The Docks police
will now present them
before a judicial magis-
trate who will most likely
send them in judicial re-
mand to jail,” Command-
er Wajid Nawaz Chaud-
hary said.

The PMSF has arrest-
ed 144 Indian fishermen
over the last one month
for alleged illegal fishing
in Pakistani waters.

With the latest ap-
prehensions, the number
of such arrests of Indian
fishermen this year has
gone up to over 400.

The spokesman said
the Indian fishermen
were arrested as the Pa-
kistan maritime security
forces were conducting
exercises near Pakistan’s
Maritime border in the
Arabian Sea.

“Speedboats and heli-
copters were used in the

exercise when the Indian
fishermen were spotted
in our waters,” Chaud-
hary said.

He said the PMSA had
on November 10 arrest-
ed 55 Indian fishermen
and seized nine fishing
boats while on Novem-
ber 12 four boats were
seized and 23 Indian
fishermen arrested for
allegedly entering into
Pakistani waters.

He said on November
16 also the PMSA had ar-
rested a batch of 23 Indi-
an fishermen and seized
four Indian boats.

Poor fishermen from
Pakistan and India are
frequently detained for
illegally fishing in each
other’s territorial waters
since the Arabian Sea
does not have a clearly
defined marine border
and the wooden boats
lack the technology to
avoid drifting away.

In October the PMSA
had arrested two batches
of 50 Indian fishermen.
On October 29, the Pa-
kistan government had
released 68 Indian fish-
ermen from Malir jail as
a goodwill gesture.

A total of 438 Indian
fishermen were released
in 12 days time in De-
cember  2016-January
2017 by Pakistani au-
thorities from the Landhi
and Malir jails in Karachi.

Panama Papers case re-
lating to their ownership
of properties in London.

He resigned as prime
minister in July after the
Supreme Court disquali-
fied him over undeclared
income.
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SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES

LABHLAXMI LEO
Draw No:2 DrawDate on:15/12/17
1t Prize Rs.10,000/- 4520
2nd Prize Rs.1,000/- 5409 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 1316
ath Prize Rs.300/- 5417 Sth Prize Rs. 204/- 1940
6th Prize Rs. 100/~
10701075 1086 1093 1121 1179 1305 1321 1335 1357
13701384 1413 1455 1480 1488 1490 1550 1617 1638
1652 1676 1710 1746 1771 18311860 1902 1957 1982
20272034 2051 2069 2101 2111 2132 2147 2204 2263
227723512388 2402 2473 2480 2510 2545 2632 2652
26772699 2743 2763 2770 2777 2779 2807 2816 2843
2848 2885 2929 2937 2946 2951 2975 3007 3024 3031
30713080 3083 3086 3094 3097 3120 3128 3145 3171
3186 3203 3217 3253 3273 3274 3299 3301 3327 3353
3419 3432 3436 3465 3506 3514 3530 3551 3557 3638
3654 3780 3796 3832 3879 3934 3946 3957 4013 4024

MUMBAILAXMI SURAJ
Draw No:2 DrawDate on:15/12/17
15t Prize Rs.10,000/- 2631 2nd Prize Rs.2,000/- 4128
3rd Prize Rs.1,000/- 3562 4th Prize Rs.504/- 2782
5th Prize Rs.220/-
1024 1026 1031 1123 1131 1137 1143 1166 1171 1179
1229 1239 1263 1338 1349 1353 1394 1398 1410 1479
1480 1520 1529 1542 1603 1627 1660 1712 1785 1801
1811 1860 1953 2017 2051 2066 2068 2085 2105 2111
213221412143 2153 2157 2161 2243 2250 2264 2281
22962297 2317 2336 2345 2353 2407 2443 2479 2508
2607 2609 2836 2845 2848 2851 2860 2892 2932 2963
29692974 2984 3018 3019 3020 3070 3097 3100 3135
32383258 3275 3289 3293 3306 3389 3399 3403 3406
34203462 3474 3492 3497 3587 3645 3672 3682 3697
37323733 3763 3770 3787 3818 3834 3862 3873 3876
39323940 3965 3995 3996 4019 4038 4065 4083 4094

4094 4104 4115 41, 426142624273
4328 4338 4343 4348 4353 4367 4462 4470 4480 4510
4533 4536 4568 4655 4661 4691 4767 4844 4854 4366
4909 4923 4950 4978 4984 031503

42474253 4281 4305 4332
43334379 4382 4397 4417 4426 4427 4439 4448 4472
4479 4529 4583 4585 4611 4653 4655 4714 4721 4759
4766 4801 48434877 4892 4933

5063 5064 5067 5070 5073 5091 5198 5206 5220 5228
52675302 5331 5354 5364 5378 5381 5387 5403 5414
5437 5500 5530 5549 5564 5579 5587 5702 5743 5744
5788 5813 5834 5858 5896 5960 5987 6006 6012 6059
6066 6080 6087 6103 6107 6114 6153 6162 6173 6174
6179 6195 6200 6225 6233 6246 6248 6249 6252 6262
6275 6277 6286 6293 6373 6393 6441 6443 6461 6481
6506 6515 6572 6580 6593 6609 6664 6672 6680 6706
6715 6732 6895 6914 6927 6948 6953 6974 6994 6995

4936 4946 4963 4964 4969 5059 5063 5069 5116 5131
5159 5194 5238 5257 5282 5286 5320 5364 5388 5398
5437 5456 5488 5492 5523 5525 5529 5553 5574 5578
5592 5637 5643 5652 5650 5685 5693 5847 5980 5993

Issued by :
The Director, Sikkim State Lotteries,
‘Government of Sikkim,Deorali-737102,Sikkim
Please Visit : www.sikkimlotteries.com

KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE

NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES

2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
04918 13749 17039 29248 31086
42471 59153 68842 81435 98666

Sth Prize Rs.120/-

DEAR TENDER MORNING
Draw Time: 11:55 am onwards
Draw No:2 DrawDate on:15/12/17
1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 91E 21756
(Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.9498/- 21756 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)

3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0259 0530 1438 1652 3058 3119 3374 4408 6357 9817
4th Prize Rs.250/- 0302 1094 1540 1792 2457 2740 3485 8885 9316 9610

0082 0150 0194 0224 0229 0455 0687 0762 0995 1018
1023 1059 1193 1209 1538 1589 1642 1644 1735 1971
2114 2124 2151 2185 2233 2336 2448 2485 2518 2668
2677 2683 2690 2947 3025 3044 3393 3464 3465 3490
3719 3754 3790 3936 3995 4114 4199 4355 4488 4533
4540 4560 4764 4782 4887 5042 5107 5233 5236 5351
5379 5446 5684 5736 5819 5858 5995 6003 6007 6096
6220 6382 6506 6522 6575 6845 6919 7067 7104 7422
7447 7477 7744 7754 8028 8092 8200 8330 8553 8790
8794 8972 9034 9055 9144 9189 9201 9743 9748 9795

NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR ADMIRE

Draw Time: 04:00 pm onwards
Draw No:2 DrawDate on:15/12/17
1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 83L 26156

(Including Super Prize Amt)

[Cons. Prize Rs.9498/- 26156 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9000/-

06738 19868 29833 43336 45818

55046 56078 82447 93042 93909

3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0387 0431 1757 1949 4135 5244 5584 6070 8584 9314
ath Prize Rs.250/- 0742 2503 3602 5184 6130 6682 7375 7972 9011 9789
5th Prize Rs.120/-

0154 0252 0552 0798 0854 0967 1021 1079 1221 1239
1410 1512 1519 1685 1871 2003 2054 2072 2092 2302
2397 2539 2621 2845 2856 2902 3188 3224 3422 3513
3646 3679 3904 3959 3993 4116 4124 4250 4303 4415
4524 4632 4633 4688 4766 4859 4983 5145 5157 5185
5266 5424 5443 5587 5642 5654 5659 5748 6063 6547
6551 6672 6728 7058 7304 7313 7397 7401 7411 7510
7582 7880 7989 7993 8119 8329 8330 8469 8522 8564
8624 8689 8728 8757 8772 8774 8992 9015 9296 9419
9423 9468 9473 9534 9647 9680 9742 9748 9844 9893

KINDLY CHECK THE RESULTS WITH THE OFFICIAL

NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES

2nd Prize Rs.9000/-

5th Prize Rs.120/-

Issued by:

DEAR VULTURE EVENING
Draw Time: 08:00 pm onwards
Draw No:20 DrawDate on:15/12/17
1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 70G 18528
(Including Super Prize Amt)
[Cons. Prize Rs.9498/- 18528 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)

03482 11342 12312 18116 22949
32607 39500 61454 90959 98909
3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0792 0922 1514 2817 3071 5245 6346 7222 8842 9463
[4th Prize Rs.250/- 0606 0957 2041 2049 3508 6181 6189 7221 8751 8781

0089 0121 0331 0523 0535 0778 0828 0875 1083 1199
1293 1466 1536 1549 1589 1800 1858 1968 2053 2137
2186 2252 2264 2485 2611 2645 2886 2966 3099 3164
3230 3498 3566 3756 3920 3986 4017 4046 4081 4121
4279 4437 4483 4531 4580 4611 4617 4655 4675 4683
4837 5098 5328 5401 5606 5702 5705 5831 5937 5965
5999 6034 6159 6225 6285 6321 6362 6412 6480 6518
6614 6626 6694 6771 7012 7211 7290 7309 7419 7584
7646 7750 7834 7989 8245 8290 8555 8634 8905 8985
9039 9088 9131 9153 9228 9336 9558 9733 9820 9953

The Director, Nagaland State Lotteries, Kohima, Nagaland
For Results, Please visit: www.nagalandlotteries.com

GAZETTE
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GORGEOUS GIGiI:

RM FROM BTS FEATURED ON FALL

OUTEOY

g e

i)

As BTS accumulates an
impressive discography
full of features from huge
Western artists, the K-pop
phenom’s leader RM will be
featured on a remix of Fall
Out Boy’s “Champion”.

A Spotify shell of the song
attached to Fall Out Boy’s
profile on the streaming site
circulated widely across so-
cial media on Thursday, and
the hashtag #RMxFallOutBoy
trended worldwide on Twit-
ter for several hours.

But Fall Out Boy’s official
Twitter account confirmed
the news by pairing a gif of a
dancing llama with the text,
“SURPRISE! New RM Cham-
pion remix out everywhere
Friday at midnight --@BTS_
twt #RMxFallOutBoy”.

Although RM is a rapper
by trade, this collaboration
appears to be the latest proof
that the BTS member isn’t

ON' REMIX

tied down to any genre. His
group previously collaborat-
ed with EDM artists like The
Chainsmokers on the Love
Yourself: Her B-side “Best of
Me” and Steve Aoki (along
with Desiigner) on their Bill-
board Hot 100-charting re-
mix of “MIC Drop.”

Outside of his prolific
career with BTS, RM has
established himself as a dy-
namic solo artist who has
previously collaborated
with fellow rappers Wale,
Warren G and Gaeko. Fall
Out Boy released “Cham-
pion” as the second single
from their album Mania in
June. The original version is
an anthemic pop-rock song
that sidesteps disillusion-
ment in search for self-affir-
mation. The song spreads a
message that complements
RM’s own penchant for
meaningful lyricism.

SHAHID KAPOOR DEEMED THE SEXIEST
ASIAN MAN ALIVE FOR THE YEAR 2017

hahid Kapoor who is cur-

rently waiting for the re-
lease of his upcoming movie
Padmavati has topped the list
of the Sexiest Asian Men of
the year 2017.

Kapoor dethroned last
year’s winner British-Paki-
stani singer Zayn Malik. The
2017 list of 50 Sexiest Asian
Men in the world was re-
leased by UK based magazine
Eastern Eye.

The 36-year-old actor,
who was ranked at number
7 last year, expressed his sur-
prise at topping the list and
took to Twitter to thank his
fans who voted for him.

The ‘Haider’ star, tweet-
ed, “Sexiest Man Alive,
2017!!! WOW!! Thank you
guys!! It’s all made possible
because of your love &amp;
support. Love you alll!
Thanks @EasternEye &amp;
@AsjadNazir #AsjadNazir-
SexyList2017.”

The list also features
stars like Hrithik Roshan and
Fawad Khan among the top

10. Shahid’s position jumped
from the eighth spot last year
to the top position this year.
Recently married crick-
eter, Kohli is the only sports-
man to feature in the list.
This year the highest-rank-
ing newcomer in the list is
26-year-old actor Mohsin

Khan, who is ranked at num-
ber 17.

The youngest on the list is
20-year-old singer and musi-
cian Danyal Zafar, ranked at
41, he is the younger brother
of Pakistani superstar Ali Za-
far, and this is his debut in the
top 50.

win

EMINEM

His ninth studio album
features Beyoncé,
Kehlani, Alicia Keys, Ed
Sheeran, and others

fter four years of antic-
ipation and months of
teasers, Eminem fans are re-

ceiving their Shady holiday |

gift because Revival has final-
ly dropped.

His ninth studio record
was officially released just
before midnight on Friday.
While the lead single “Walk
on Water” features Beyon-
cé, Shady has a whole roster
of music’s superstars on the
track list, including Ed Sheer-
an, Alicia Keys, X Ambassa-
dors, Kehlani, PInk and Sky-
lar Grey. The lineup implies
a more pop influence on the
19-track album.

Based on the American
flag-themed album art and
promotional content, it's
safe to assume this album
will have some political com-
mentary. In October, Eminem
slammed Donald Trump at
the BET Awards, delivering a

DROPS NEW
ALBUM REVIVAL

—_ <

THIS DAY
IN HISTORY

16TH DECEMBER

1920: An earthquake mea-
suring 8.5 magnitude on the
Richter scale hits the heavily
populated of Gansu province
of midwestern China, causing
the deaths of an estimated
200,000 people.

1933: Germany quit the
League of Nations and
Adolph Hitler was in power
with his Nazi regime. Oth-
er European countries were
nervous of Germany’s inten-
tions; however, they were re-
lying on negotiations instead
of war at that point. France
was threatened by Germany,
but generally felt secure be-
hind her fortifications.

1960: A United Air Lines
DC-8 and a TWA Super Con-
stellation collide over New
York City, killing 134 people.
1971: Two weeks after the
Indian invasion of East Paki-
stan ( Now Bangladesh ) in
support of the independence
movement, 90,000 Pakistani
troops surrender to Indian
forces.

2008: Illinois lawmakers
have taken the first step to-
wards impeaching Governor

Rod Blagojevich by voting
to begin an inquiry into the
grounds for impeachment.
If the inquiry determines
that impeachment is war-
ranted, the house will vote
on whether to impeach him,
and a trial in the state sen-
ate will follow. Blagojevich
had been arrested the pre-
vious week for trying to sell
the President-elect’s Senate
seat.

2011: Russia officially joined
the World Trade Organiza-
tion after a ceremony in Swit-
zerland commemorated the
event. Russia spent nearly
eighteen years negotiating
its membership and final-
ly gained membership after
making a deal with Georgia
who had been trying to block
Russia’s membership. Rus-
sia’s membership was hailed
as the last of the Group of 20
major economies to join the
organization.

2013: Former Chilean Pres-
ident Michele Bachelet won
the President election with
sixty-two percent of the vote
compared to rival candidate
Evelyn Matthei’s thirty-eight
percent. Bachelet had been
the president of Chile from
2006 to 2010 but by law
could not run for a second
consecutive term.

ferocious a cappella freestyle
titled “The Storm.” He packed
the verses with references to
immigration, white suprem-
acy, government corruption
and environmental disasters.

THE DAY AHEAD

ARIES: Today a piece of infor-
mation for which you’ve been
searching could become known.
Your money management skills
might be called upon to help
out a friend or perhaps a family
member. You're likely to have
some good pointers to pass on,
and gratitude should be forth-
coming. Put your nose to the
grindstone and get going!

TAURUS: With the shifting plan-
etary alignment, all of your efforts
over the past few weeks could fi-
nally bear fruit. Success and good
fortune are strongly indicated,
especially where money is con-
cerned. Worries about finances are
likely to disappear, and you could

even receive public recognition.
This should be a satisfying period.
GEMINI: A long-awaited va-
cation or a move you’ve been
hoping to make could finally be
possible. Before you go, there
may be some paperwork to take
care of. Thoughts of business
advancement may be playing in
your mind, and you might con-
sider taking a course or two to
increase your marketability and
help you a take a step toward
achieving your goals.

CANCER: Heightened imag-
ination and ingenuity could
bring new thoughts for advanc-
ing yourself in the financial are-
na. Practical information from

outside sources merges with
insights to bring useful ideas
your way. Consider everything
carefully before taking any ac-
tion. Be open to the advice and
counsel of others. Whatever you
choose to do, today shows prom-
ise of being very fortunate.
LEO: Social events could bring
some exciting new contacts your
way. Relationships with partners
of all kinds should be fruitful and
mutually beneficial, particularly
when the people are also close
friends. If you’ve been consider-
ing entering into a new business
partnership, this is the day to start
seriously discussing it.

VIRGO: Your efficient, practical

abilities are operating at a very
high level today. A long-term
goal you’ve been working toward
could finally be reached, bringing
good fortune and acknowledg-
ment. Your efforts will probably
be appreciated. Major advance-
ment could be in the works.

LIBRA: Your strong business
sense and practical skills couple
with imagination and innova-
tion to bring advancement. In-
formation from far away could
prove especially valuable. Re-
lationships with friends should
be warm and cooperative. Love
relationships could also prove
rewarding. Consider blowing off
a little steam by going out and

ARCTIC CIRCLE

LOCKHORNS HOEST & REINER

THE UNITED NATIENS
STAMPS oF
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having a good time.

SCORPIO: Friends and family
could visit you today. They’re
likely to bring new friends whose
expertise benefits a project you’re
working on. You might fantasize
about how you’re going to spend
all the money you’re going to
make off this project. This is fine
as long as you postpone shopping
until you have the funds.
SAGITTARIUS: A social event
in your neighborhood, perhaps
in your home, could bring useful
information your way that you
can use to advance your career.
You could make some valuable
contacts. Information received
from neighbors could prove en-

lightening. You should feel op-
timistic, enthusiastic, and moti-
vated. Whatever you start today
should bring success.

CAPRICORN: With the current
astral environment, your profes-
sional and financial interests
could take a turn for the better.
Any difficulties you may have
had seem to disappear as if by
magic. Whatever work you’re
doing in either your career or
personally, should run more
smoothly. You should be feeling
strong, energetic, and optimistic.
AQUARIUS: All indications are
that you’re feeling mentally and
physically great. Your professional
and financial interests could take

a sudden turn for the better. Love
matters should also be going well,
and children bring great pleasure
today. This is a good time to make
plans for the future and pursue your
most cherished ambitions.
PISCES: Financial difficul-
ties could be overcome today
through the help of someone
considerably older than you.
Helpful advice could make a fu-
ture course of action clearer and
more practical than it seemed in
the past. Your practical ability
is heightened, and you’re less
likely to let strong emotions in-
terfere with making use of it. In-
tuitive abilities could also be of
assistance.
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