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NITESH R PRADHAN
S , 17 A :

Monsoon has a very worrisome 
track-record in Sikkim with 

the landslides and swollen rivers 
and jhoras punctuating the sea-
son with disasters and damage. 
Some advance preparations, even 
if by way of disaster drills are thus 
welcome in these pre-monsoon 
months.

Enthusiastic residents today 
witnessed a mock-drill of various 
techniques through which one can 
save lives and deliver ϐirst aid in 
case of emergencies when person-
nel of the National Disaster Relief 
Force (NDRF), Kolkata, held an 

awareness camp at Aadarsh Goan, 
South Sikkim, on the Teesta’s 
shores across Singtam. 

The area is vulnerable to ϐluc-
tuations in Teesta’s water level, 
which sometimes are caused by 
rains and often made worse by 
discharge from reservoirs up-
stream. 

“Since our area is close to the 
river, and with natural and man-
made factors regularly affecting 
the river, it is important for all 
residents to be actively involved 
in such learning activities,” said 
Sundar Chettri, an Aadarsh Gaon 
youth. 

Another youth, Krishna Bhan-

dari has requested the Disaster 
Management department to take 
into account the entire stretch of 
the State along the Teesta that can 
be affected adversely if the river 
rises. 

Some residents have also de-
manded proper communication 
between various disaster manage-
ment agencies and the citizens for 
proper access to disaster utilities.

The NDRF can be contacted 
at their helpline number: 097110 
77372

The program witnessed the 
participation of ofϐicials from 
NDRF, Panchayat members and 
locals.

NDRF conducts disaster relief exercise at Aadarsh Gaon 

WANGCHUK BHUTIA/ IPR
M , 17 A : Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling’s ongoing State wide 32-day 
Jan Seva Abhiyan reached Makha under 
Tumin Lingee Constituency today. 

The Chief Minister was accompa-
nied by Area MLA and Tourism Min-
ister, Ugen T Gyatso, Zilla Panchayats, 
department ofϐicials, youth club mem-
bers, students and public. 

Mr Gyatso, in his welcome address, 
expressed his gratitude to the Chief 
Minister for working towards the de-
velopment of the State. He added that 
the residents of Tumin Lingee Constitu-
ency have worked relentlessly to trans-
late the vision and declaration of mak-
ing Tumin Lingee a model constituency. 

The Chief Minister was presented 
with a token of gratitude in the form of 
a Shiv Statue by senior Hindu priests of 
the area. 

Thereafter, chelis of the area pre-
sented saplings of Tulsi plant to the 
Chief Minister.  The Chief Minister was 
also felicitated by the youth of the area. 

Likewise, the panchayats presented 
the Chief Minister with organic prod-
ucts of the area as token of gratitude.  
The programme also saw cultural pre-
sentations by students of Makha Senior 
Secondary School. 

The ICDS center teachers of the 
area also expressed their gratitude to 
the Chief Minister for the recent hike 
in their monthly honorarium. The Zilla 
and Gram Panchayats of all the GPUs of 
the constituency presented their list of 
demands to the Chief Minister.

Mr Chamling, in his address, stated 
that his public addresses in the 32-day 
visit to different areas of the State is 
an endeavor to inform and educate the 
people of Sikkim about various public 
centric programmes of the Government 
and to review the outcome of Govern-
ment’s developmental programmes 
over the past 24 years. 

“It is also an effort to understand 
the shortcomings that still exist and ful-
ϐill them on the spot,” he stated. 

He added that the people of Sikkim 
have full trust and conϐidence in the 
Government because it has fulϐilled all 
the aspirations of the people of every 
stratum. 

The Chief Minister informed that 

the Government is working to come up 
with an Act which will ensure protec-
tion of human rights and will grant each 
individual the access to basic minimum 
needs. 

“This will be a one-of-a-kind and the 
ϐirst initiative where the Government is 
bound by law to meet the basic mini-

CM reaches Makha, says Karmapa
will be in Sikkim after June 
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ATMs across 
the country 
go dry, govt 
steps in to 
allay fears
N  D , A  17 
(PTI): Unusual spurt 
in currency demand in 
states like Uttar Pradesh, 
Madhya Pradesh, Andhra 
Pradesh as well as poll-
bound Karnataka led to 
dry ATMs in several parts 
of the country, sending 
the government scram-
bling to make contin-
gency plans to cover the 
deϐicit.

The government said 
it suspects that Rs 2,000 
notes were being hoard-
ed and plans to increase 
5-fold the printing of Rs 
500 notes.

Within a month, it 
said, Rs 70,000-75,000 
crore will be printed.

The Reserve Bank 
said the printing of cur-
rency has been ramped 
up in all the four note 
presses, and the shortage 
in some pockets is due to 
logistical issues.

ATMs of both public 
and private sector lend-
ers in several cities were 
either not operating or 
showed no cash signs, 
a situation that ofϐicials 
insisted was not alarm-
ing and did not warrant 
panic.

Cities and towns 
across Andhra Pradesh, 
Telangana, Karnataka, 
Madhya Pradesh, Guja-

turn to pg05

Two-day review workshop on education in NE States begins
G , 17 A  (IPR):  A 
two-day review workshop for 
North Eastern States under 
Ministry of Human Resource 
Development (MHRD) in col-
laboration with HRDD Sikkim 
began today, at Hotel Lemon 
Tree.

The programme was 
chaired by Special Secretary 
(SE&L) MHRD, Government of 
India, Rina Ray along with Addl. 
Chief Secretary, HRDD Sikkim, 
GP Upadhyaya, Joint Secretary 
(SE-1), MHRD, Maneesh Garg 
and other Secretaries and se-
nior ofϐicials from MHRD North 
Eastern States.

The workshop was par-
ticipated by 08 North East-
ern States: Assam, Arunachal 
Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya, 
Mizoram, Nagaland, Tripura 
and Sikkim.

The workshop com-
menced with the welcome ad-
dress by Addl. Chief Secretary, 

HRDD Sikkim, GP Upadhyaya 
where he welcomed every-
one and said that equality and 
quality are the important pil-
lars of an education system of 
today. This workshop will en-
sure strengthening of all the 
aspects and would contribute 
to Sikkim Government’s com-

mitment to quality education 
till the grass roots, he added. 

Additional Secretary, De-
partment of School Education 
& Literacy, MHRD, Rina Ray 
expressed hope that the sem-
inar should not be seen as a 
standalone activity but part 
of a larger education strategy 

for ensuring that all children  
come to school and can take 
full advantage of schemes/pol-
icies enforced by the Central/
State Government. She also ap-
preciated Sikkim’s beauty and 
achievements. 

During the 1st session of 
the workshop the presenta-

tion was made on the new 
framework for Integrated 
scheme of SSA, RMSA & Mon-
itoring System (PMS) – On-
line submission of AWP&B by 
States/UTs for PAB 2018-19 
followed by the discussion on 
the new ISSE Scheme. 

The presentation on the 

Mid Day Meal Scheme, NAS, 
Restructuring of SCERTs/
DIETs, Shaala Kosh [UDISE + 
SDMIS + Shaala Siddhi], DIK-
SHA by Andhra Pradesh State, 
Sports in Schools, and Safety 
Guidelines for Schools was re-
viewed and discussed, during 
the 2nd and 3rd sessions.

Women’s Commission 
Chairperson shocked 

by stories of police 
atrocities in the Hills

SUMMIT REPORT
K , 17 A :

Rekha Sharma, the 
Chairperson of the 

National Commission 
for Women, visited Ka-
limpong today to under-
stand problems faced 
by women during the 
Gorkhaland agitation of 
last year which had last-
ed for 105 days. 

After collecting com-
plaints of the women 
here, she assured to for-
ward these to the Cen-
tral government and the 
President of India.

Many women who 
have been seeking justice 
came to meet her at Ho-
tel Mayfair here near the 
District Magistrate’s of-
ϐice. They could be seen 
lining up since 10 in the 
morning to call on the 
NCW Chairperson.

After hearing out 
the horrors of police 
atrocity shared by the 
womenfolk, Ms Sharma 
remarked that it felt as 
if she was not even in ‘In-
dependent India’.

“After coming here, I 
don’t think I am in India 
or Independent India, 
and I don’t think police 
here is for people’s as-

sistance. The police here 
is working like an agent, 
getting orders from 
somewhere else.  After 
hearing the stories, I can 
say that there is no de-
mocracy in the hills,” she 
said.

She also mentioned 
that the District Magis-
trate of Darjeeling initial-
ly refused to even meet 
her, and eventually did 
after her tweet about the 
snub went viral. 

The Chairperson said 
that the DM Darjeeling 
had ‘no answers’ to her 
questions.

“Major police atroci-
ties had taken place here. 

turn to pg03
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mum needs of the people,” stated 
the Chief Minister. 

“We have to bring about sys-
tematization and democratization 
of administration so that there is 
equitable and inclusive develop-
ment. Rule of law should prevail,” 
he stressed. 

He called upon the ofϐicers to 
ensure that public work is execut-
ed on priority. 

“All the ongoing construction of 
houses should be completed with-
in a month and handed over to the 
beneϐiciaries,” he directed. 

He highlighted the unique 
initiatives of the Government in 
health and education sector. Sik-
kim is the second highest power 
producing State in the country and 
is number one in clean energy and 
industry, he shared. 

He also informed that the 17th 
Gyalwang Karmapa will be coming 
to Sikkim after June.  

He urged the parents and stu-
dents to avail the free education 
facility in technical institutes like 
ATTC and CCCT. 

 “The ban on non organic vege-
tables in the market is a step to em-
power the village folk of Sikkim and 
make them self sufϐicient and self 
reliant,” he stated. 

He further informed that the 
Government is establishing organ-
ic markets in all the urban areas 
and small towns of Sikkim. 

“Opportunity and competition 
go hand in hand, so we have to be 
competitive to get the most out of 
the opportunities,” he stated, add-
ing that the youth of Sikkim should 
support each other. 

He also mentioned some of 
the new developments in various 
sectors such as the establishment 
of Ayurveda College in Gyalshing, 
State University in Gangtok, Na-
tional Law University, Pakyong 
Airport, Old age homes in all four 

districts, and several other infra-
structures. 

“All Government signboards 
will be written in local languages 
along with English and Nepali,” he 
announced. 

The Chief Minister also grant-
ed in-principle sanction to all the 
demands submitted by the Pan-
chayats of the Constituency. After 
the public address programme, 
the Chief Minister individually met 
and interacted with the people of 
the Constituency and listened to 
their demands and grievances.

Highlighting the demands 
made by the public and pancha-
yats, the Chief Minister said that 
drinking water provision will be 
sanctioned provided there is water 
source and urged that all the de-
mands which are in the interest of 
public will be sanctioned.  He also 
informed that the ϐirst phase of the 
sanctioned demands will be done 
within two months.

CM reaches Makha, says Karmapa
will be in Sikkim after June 
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SUMMIT REPORT
G , 17 A :

A six-member team of 
ofϐicials from Depart-

ment of Agriculture, Gov-
ernment of Maharashtra, 
visited Indian Cardamom 
Research Institute, Re-
gional Research Station, 
Spices Board at Tadong, 
East Sikkim on 16 Apr, a 
press release informs.

The team is on an 
exposure cum study 
tour of Sikkim regarding 
its organic approach in 
agriculture. 

The team includes MS 
Ramole, RM Shinde, TV 
Kharde, KG Patel, RG Pa-
davi, and VH Marathe. 

The ofϐicials visit-
ed the Indian Carda-
mom Research Institute, 
Tadong as well as the in-
stitute’s research farm at 
Pangthang, East Sikkim. 

Deputy Director 

[Research], BA Gudade 
shared the information 
on organic large carda-
mom cultivation in Sik-
kim and other parts of 

North East India with the 
visiting ofϐicials. He also 
educated them about 
Organic Mission of the 
State. 

The ofϐicials showed 
keen interest to know 
about the crop manage-
ment practices under or-
ganic system in large car-

damom and other spic-
es. They also discussed 
about the feasibility of 
large cardamom cultiva-
tion in Kokan region of 
Maharashtra, which falls 
in the Western Ghat belt, 
the release reads.

Scientist [Crop Im-
provement], Ashutosh 
Gautam explained about 
the ongoing activities of 
collection, conservation 
and characterization of 
germplasm of large car-
damom, breeding behav-
ior of crop, genetic diver-
sity among cultivars and 
richness of ϐlora in the 
region.

The ofϐicials ex-
pressed their gratitude 
to the ICRI, RRS, Spices 
Board, Tadong for the 
exposure to large carda-
mom and organic meth-
odologies being used in 
the state. 

Maharashtra Agriculture ofϐicials visit ICRI Tadong  

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 17 A : 

Sikkim Krantikari Morcha, in a press 
release issued today, informs that 

the power transformer installed by the 
Energy & Power Department at Upper 
Beyong in Middle Tikpur, West Sikkim, 
has remained in “critical condition” for 
the past 11 years. 

The release further informs that no 

action has been taken by the concerned 
department despite repeated com-
plaints by the villagers. The party has as-
serted that the department will be fully 
responsible if any unfortunate incident 
occurs because of this negligence.

SKM Daramdin constituency’s 
working committee has demanded that 
the Department get serious about the 
issue and take immediate action.

SKM wants critical
condition of transformer at Upper

Beyong to be addressed

SKM questions 
CM’s OBC 
quota for 
Bahun-
Chhetris claim
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 17 A :

Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha has criticized Chief 

Minister Pawan Cham-
ling’s recent public ad-
dress during his appear-
ance at Simik Gumpa in 
Khamdong, East Sikkim.

An SKM press release 
contends that the CM 
said yesterday that the 
Chettri-Bahun commu-
nity was unhappy even 
after achieving State OBC 
status and getting 07% 
reservation.  

The party has asked 
the CM about the gazette 
notiϐication from Central 
Government that makes 
Chettri-Bahun OBC and 
how the State Govern-
ment has given 07% res-
ervation to Chettri-Ba-
hun community from 
the 27% of the Central 
OBC, as was reportedly 
claimed by him.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 17 A : 

Sikkim has become the 
ninth State to be certi-

ϐied as Open Defecation 
Free (ODF) in all its Ur-
ban Local Bodies. 

The news was con-
ϐirmed through a letter 
from the Ministry of 
Housing and Urban Af-
fairs to the Urban Devel-
opment and Housing De-
partment here.

The Swachh Bharat 
Mission was launched 
nationwide on 01 Oct, 
2014. In Sikkim, the 
Swachh Bharat Mission 
(Urban) is being imple-
mented by the UD&HD 
while the implementing 
Ministry at the Centre is 
the Ministry of Housing 
& Urban Affairs. 

“With its launch in 
2014, for the ϐirst time, 
a dedicated scheme on 
urban sanitation was ex-
tended to Sikkim, follow-
ing which a State Mission 
Directorate under the 
UD&HD was established. 
The Mission Directorate 
is being supported by a 
State Project Management 
Unit,” a press communi-
qué from UD&HD, Govern-
ment of Sikkim reads.

Besides providing toi-
lets to individual house-

holds, public and com-
munity toilets are also 
being taken up under 
the Mission. Solid Waste 
Management is the oth-
er major priority under 
SBM-Urban for which 
Detailed Project Reports 
on Solid Waste are being 
implemented in all the 
seven ULBs. Additionally, 
two sanitary landϐills at 
Ringdang in Mangan and 
Shipchu near Jorethang 
are being taken up, in-
forms the press release.  

The Open Defecation 
Free status was attained 
by seven ULBs namely 
Gangtok Municipal Cor-
poration, Gyalsing Mu-
nicipal Council, Naya-Ba-
zaar Jorethang Municipal 
Council, Namchi Munic-
ipal Council, Singtam 
Nagar Panchayat, Rang-
po Nagar Panchayat and 
Mangan Nagar Panchayat 
in the month of March 
2018. 

Assessments for the 
same were carried out by 
teams of assessors from 
the Quality Council of In-
dia (QCI), New Delhi.

14 States/ Urban 
Territories have been 
declared Open Defeca-
tion Free under Swachh-
Bharat Mission (Urban) 
so far.

Sikkim becomes 
ninth State with 

all ULBs ODF 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 17 A :

Sikkim Democratic 
Front, in a press re-

lease issued today, has 
strongly criticized and 
condemned the ‘irre-
sponsible and irrele-
vant’ press statement of 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
Sikkim Pradesh presi-
dent, DB Chauhan re-
garding the completion 
of Sikkim University 
complex construction.

Mr Chauhan had de-
manded that the State 
Government complete 
the construction of Sik-
kim University complex 
at the earliest in a press 
release issued on 16 Apr. 

Responding to this, 
SDF has said that estab-
lishment of any universi-
ty takes time and that the 
construction of the uni-
versity complex at Yang-
yang is being done on a 
war-footing basis.

“Sikkim Central Uni-

versity has been getting 
popular and has already 
established itself as an 
academically able edu-
cational institute,” the 
release reads. 

The release further 
states that the SDF gov-
ernment has completed 
its work to provide land 
for the construction of 
the university and now 
the construction and oth-
er related works falls un-
der the University Grants 
Commission’s (UGC) ju-
risdiction.

SDF has criticized the 
BJP State president for 
not checking facts be-
fore making baseless and 
irrelevant accusations 
against the state govern-
ment. 

“It is the political 
style of DB Chauhan to 
always speak irresponsi-
bly and insensibly with-
out knowing facts and 
its consequences,” the 
release reads.

SDF claps back at
BJP State prez, suggests 

checking facts before 
accusing State Govt 

Ambedkar Jayanti
celebrated at Siliguri

S , 17 A : The 127th birth anniversary 
of Bharat Ratna Dr BR Ambedkar was celebrat-
ed today in Siliguri Northeast Frontier Railway 
Complex at Maligaon. Ofϐicers along with the staff 
members were present on the occasion. 

Nagaland 
govt 
launches 
mobile app 
for farmers
K , A  17 (PTI): 
Nagaland government 
today launched an in-
teractive mobile app 
through which farmers 
can seek solutions to 
their problems and know 
about diseases of plants.

Agriculture Minister 
G. Kaito Aye launched 
the ‘NagaFarmDoctor’, an 
app for android phones.

The state Department 
of Agriculture, has devel-
oped the app with two 
features - an interactive 
part where farmers can 
submit their queries, 
and the other part where 
they can view informa-
tion about diseases of 
plants, an ofϐicial of the 
department said.

The app also has a 
feature by which farmers 
can interact with one an-
other, as can be done in 
WhatsApp.

The minister also en-
couraged department 
ofϐicials to visit remote 
villages and help farmers 
achieve self-sufϐiciency.
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STATE PROJECT OFFICE
RASHTRIYA MDHYAMIK SHIKSHA ABHIYAN

HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM

REF NO: GOS/HRDD/2018/278/24     DATED: 13/04/2018
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan, Human Resource De-
velopment Department, Government of Sikkim invites proposal 
through e-tendering from qualifi ed and reputed Firms/Private/Pub-
lic Limited companies for implementation of ICT@ School Scheme 
at 82 Government /Government Aided Secondary Schools of Sik-
kim on Build, Own, Operate and Transfer (BOOT) model.

For more information and tender details: www.sikkimtender.
gov.in may be visited.

Sd/-
JOINT DIRECTOR

T.E/ EXAMS/ICT
HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT.

GOVT. OF SIKKIM
R.O. No. 30/ipr/pub/classi./18-19 dt. 13.04.18
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FOR ANY FURTHER CLARIFICATION JUST DIAL or VISIT:

SUMMER BONANZA OFFERS!!!
Be the Proud Owner of your Car in Small Budget!!
MARUTI TRUE VALUE OFFERING CERTIFIED PRE OWNED CAR IN RIGHT PRICE
# Alto Lxi- Starts: Rs. 2,02400/-
# EECO:   Rs. 1,40,000/-
# OMNI:   Rs. 1,12,000/-

Or upgrade

SWIFT

OR

NEW BREZZA

9933009930/ 8918823183
6th Mile, Tadong.
Pipley, Rothak-Jorethang.
Mangan- 9933009924

ONLY 40% 
DOWNPAYMENT!!! 

*EASY
FINANCE, MINIMUM 
DOCS, NO HIDDEN

COST!!!

EXCHANGE- WAGONR, K10, ALTO, i20, i10 [OLD] PRE-OWNED  

D-ZIRE

H  (WB), A  17 
(PTI): Two bombs of the World 
War II era were found when 
workers were digging a pond at 
a village in Nadia district of West 
Bengal.

The bombs are 50 inches in 
length and 38 inches in diame-
ter, a police ofϐicer said today.

“The two bombs seem to be 
of the World War II period.

We have informed the Army 
for necessary action,” the ofϐicer 
said.

Armymen came from Kolk-
ata, around 100 km from here, 
and inspected the bombs yes-
terday, he said adding that they 
would take it away after getting 
permission from the authorities 

concerned.
A pond was being dug at 

Chhoto Chupria village under 
Hanskhali police station area on 

Saturday when two large cylin-
der-like objects were found. The 
cylinders resemble bombs used 
during the World War II.

The police recovered the 
bombs and kept them under 
pile of sand in the compound of 
Hanskhali police station.

An official of Nadia dis-
trict administration said, in 
the early 1940s, an area which 
is now Kalyani city, used to 
be known as Roosevelt Town 
and an US airbase was located 
there.

Kalyani is around 40 km 
from Hanskhali.

It is possible that the two 
bombs belonged to that airbase, 
the police ofϐicer said.

Two WWII era bombs found in WB village 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 17 A :

Lions Club International 
322 F District Gover-

nor, Kedar Gazmer today 
visited Lions Club of Rang-
po to take stock of the ac-
tivities undertaken by the 
club during 2017-18. 

Club members from 
Rangpo, Singtam and the 
neighboring areas ad-
dressed the event and 
thanked Mr Gazmer for 
visiting Lions Club of Rang-
po and motivating them to 
do better work in future, a 
press release informs. 

Lions Club of Rangpo 
president, VK Nigam in 

his address highlighted 
the activities undertaken 
by the club in 2017-18. He 

also briefed the visiting 
ofϐicial about the club’s 
upcoming projects and ac-

tivities for the year 2018. 
More than 20 club 

members from Rangpo, 

Singtam and neighboring 
areas were present in the 
programme.

Lions Club International 322 F District
Governor visits Rangpo branch 

I will deϐinitely make it 
a point to reach these 
complaints to the central 
government and I will 
give these complaints to 
the President of India as 
well. The Central govern-
ment will do something 
about it,” she said further.

She added that if po-
lice committed the atroc-
ities on their own behest, 
then an inquiry should 
have taken place by now. 

“If an Inspec-
tor-in-charge is abusing 
women and threatening 
rape, Mamta Ji should 
conduct a thorough in-
vestigation against him. 
If no investigation is tak-
ing place, then it would  
suggest that the ofϐicer 
was not acting on his 
own,” she remarked.

Ms Sharma has also 
appealed to the Chief Min-
ister to come and meet 
the complainants here, 
hoping that her heart 
melts after listening to the 
heart-wrenching stories 
of the women of the hills.

That said, there was a 
group of around 40 wom-
en who demonstrated out-
side the venue for about 
15 minutes questioning 
the NCW Chairperson’s 
visit at this time when, as 
per them, the West Bengal 
Government has restored 
peace in the hills.

The coordinator of 
the district committee 
of the GJm, Kalpana Ta-
mang, said that the pro-
test was for Ms Sharma 
not having come earlier.

’We protest her visit 
now as it is very late to 
inquire about women’s 
problems, why didn’t she 
visit us when we were 
wounded? There were 
many women who were 
lathi-charged and many 
were displaced, now 
we are at peace and our 
wounds are sown, we 
don’t need NCW now’ 
said Kalpana Tamang.

When asked why 
she did not visit the hills 
during 105 days of strife, 
Sharma said that she was 
not allowed to do so, ‘I 
was not allowed to come 
this time as well, I had to 
write a letter stating that 
if anything happens to me 
here, the state govern-
ment would be responsi-
ble which I had forward-
ed to the Chief secretary 
along with the D.G, only 
then I was provided with 
the security’ she said.

It can also be men-
tioned that the protest here 
is inϐluenced by the polit-
ical interest, Sharma also 
said that the women who 
have been protesting here 
are compellingly held with 
the placards by a speciϐic 
political party who have no 
idea whether it is the Hu-
man rights visiting or the 
Commission for Women. 
‘They are being used by the 
others’ she said. 

However, she said 
that she would also ‘try’ 
and talk to the State as if 
anything like such hap-
pens in a state, the ϐirst 
responsibility becomes 
of the state to look after 
such problems, ‘If not, I 
will also talk to the Home 
Minister and the Presi-
dent of India.

Contd from pg01

Women’s 
Commission 
Chairperson 
shocked by...

Gangtok on 
Wednesday, 

18 Apr
Temp: 24°C /10°C
Forecast: A shower 
or thunderstorm in 
the morning; oth-
erwise, a blend of 
sun and clouds.
Sunrise: 05:09 AM
Sunset: 6:01 PM

Surrendered HP-
C(D) militants get 
Rs 3 lakh each
A , A  17 (PTI): All the 114 militants 
of a Hmar militant outϐit, who had laid down 
arms on April 13, have received Rupees three 
lakh each as part of the rehabilitation pack-
age, a senior Home department ofϐicial said.

The surrender of the Hmar People’s Convention 
(Democratic) leaders and cadres followed the signing 
of the memorandum of settlement by the Mizoram 
government and the outϐit in Aizawl on April 2 last.

The surrendered militants have returned 
to their respective villages, the ofϐicial said.

The Hmar rebels had laid down 45 weap-
ons, including four sniper riϐles, one grenade 
launcher, nine AK assault riϐles, one M-16 car-
bine assault riϐle and 13 double-barrel guns.

They had also surrendered 2,892 rounds of 
ammunition, launcher shells and ϐive radio sets on 
April 13. The surrendered weapons were hand-
ed over to state Home Minister R. Lalzirliana.

C  
(U’ ), A  17 
(PTI): The ongoing na-
tionwide mega-combat 
exercise of the Indian Air 
Force (IAF) began in Ut-
tarakhand’s Uttarkashi 
district today to examine 
the strategic prepared-
ness of its infrastructure 
in the area.

Though IAF ofϐicials 
maintained a distance 
from the media, sources 
said the exercise -- ‘Gagan 
Shakti’ -- began around 
6.30 am at Chinyalisaur 
town, 230km from the 
Indo-China border.

The ϐirst An-32 trans-
port aircraft carrying 
IAF personnel landed at 
the Chinyalisaur airstrip 
around 7.15 am. The 
aircraft made a second 
landing at the airstrip at 

7.45 am and a third at 
8.01 am, the sources said.

The exercise would 
continue in Chinyalisaur 
till Sunday, it added.

‘Gagan Shakti’ is said 
to be the IAF’s biggest 
such exercise in decades, 
to check its operational 
preparedness with a fo-
cus on dealing with all 
possible security chal-
lenges, including from 
China and Pakistan.

The two-week drill 
started on April 8 and 
would continue till the 
22nd of this month, ofϐi-
cials had said.

Last Saturday, the IAF 
conducted a maritime air 
operation in the western 
sea board to check its 
deep strike capability in 
the Indian Ocean Region 
and beyond.

N  D , A  17 
(PTI): Simultaneous 
elections to Lok Sabha 
and state assemblies can 
be held in two phases be-
ginning 2019, provided 
at least two provisions 
of the Constitution are 
amended and ratiϐied by 
majority of the states, the 
Law Commission said to-
day.

Some provisions of 
the Representation of 
the People Act will also 
have to be amended by a 
simple majority in Parlia-
ment, it said.

Putting up its work-
ing paper on holding 
simultaneous polls in 
public domain today, the 
law panel has sought the 
views of constitutional 
experts, political parties 
and other stakeholders 
before ϐinalising its re-
port.

Those interested 
in placing their views 
on the issue have been 
asked to submit their 

stand by May 8.
According to the 

working paper, the sec-
ond phase of simultane-
ous polls can take place 
in 2024.

The document states 
that the leader of the 
majority party be elect-
ed prime minister or the 
chief minister by the en-
tire house (Lok Sabha or 
state assembly) to en-
sure the stability of the 
government as well as 
the Lok Sabha or the as-
sembly.

The document has 
proposed amending the 
Constitution (Articles 
83 (2) and 172 (1) deal-
ing with tenures of Lok 
Sabha and state assem-
blies) and the Represen-
tation of the People Act 
to extend the terms of 
state legislative assem-
blies to effect the move.

It suggests that in 
case a government falls 
mid-term, the term of the 
new government would 

be for the remaining pe-
riod “and not for a fresh 
ϐive-year term”.

“As an abundant 
caution and in order to 
avoid a challenge (in the 
courts) to amendments 
on the ground of not hav-
ing obtained ratiϐication 
by majority of the states, 
such ratiϐication could 
be obtained for the pro-
posed (constitutional) 
amendment,” the work-
ing paper states.

The states which are 
recommended to be cov-
ered under phase I are 
where assembly polls 
are due in 2021. These 
include Andhra Pradesh, 
Assam, Bihar, Madhya 
Pradesh and Maharash-
tra.

States which will 
come under phase II are 
Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat, 
Karnataka, Delhi and 
Punjab. To hold elections 
in these states along 
with Lok Sabha polls, the 
terms of the assemblies 

have to be extended.
Based on a sugges-

tion made by the Election 
Commission, the work-
ing paper also says that 
a no-conϐidence motion 
against the government 
should be followed by a 
conϐidence motion. This 
would ensure that if the 
opposition does not have 
numbers to form an al-
ternative government, 
the regime in ofϐice can-
not be removed.

Chief Election Com-
missioner Om Prakash 
Rawat had a word of 
caution on simultaneous 
polls when he recently 
said that the legal frame-
work required for hold-
ing of the two elections 
together would take a lot 

of time to get ready.
“We cannot put the 

cart before the horse. 
Logistical issues are sub-
servient to legal frame-
work. Unless legal frame-
work is in place, we don’t 
have to talk about any-
thing else because legal 
framework will take a 
lot of time, making con-
stitutional amendment 
to (changing) the law, 
all the process will take 
time, he said.

He had said once the 
legal framework is ready, 
the EC would deliver. EC 
is a creation of the Con-
stitution. We have to per-
form willy-nilly, deliver 
the election, whatever 
way prescribed in the 
law, he had said.

Law panel proposes tough legal framework
for simultaneous polls

IAF conducts drill 
close to China

border
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Tourism for Sikkim, Not
Gangtok Alone

Relax rules, improve roads and the 
industry will boom by itself

For a while now, tourism has been projected as the 
sector which could solve Sikkim’s unemployment 

problems and deliver an economic model which will 
lead to a proliferation of self-employed/ satisfactorily 
employed and conϐident youth. Anyone who has seen 
the frenetic business that tourists generate in Gangtok 
will agree that this is a sector with staggering potential 
if the Gangtok trafϐic can be replicated to the remain-
ing three districts as well. When Sikkim broke the 7 
lakh mark in 2010-11 when 7.13 lakh tourist arrivals 
were registered, it began hosting more tourists than 
its resident population. Take a look around, most new 
constructions are for hotels and many old buildings 
are being refurbished for the hospitality sector, when 
till only a few years ago, most constructions used to 
be designed for tenants. This number dipped in the 
wake of the September 2011 earthquake, but that was 
a temporary blip and the numbers climbed again until 
a fresh Aandolan dried up the season last year. But the 
travel trade is recovering again and the approaching 
summer should  be a good one for the industry.

The ϐigures are undeniably impressive, and if the 
sector is provided some professional promotion and 
is backed by adequate infrastructure, will deϐinitely 
multiply in even smarter clip. Tourism in Sikkim, few 
will contest, has essentially grown more from positive 
word-of-mouth promotion than any serious and orga-
nized attempt at promotion. This is also evident from 
the fact that tourist trafϐic is hogged by East district 
[read Gangtok] because it is the best connected even 
though it is the other three districts which offer more 
touristically satisfying holidays. For instance, of the 
6.88 lakh domestic tourists who holidayed in Sikkim 
in 2010-11, 4.86 lakh visited Only Gangtok, with the 
remaining sliver being shared by the other three dis-
tricts. The only reason why the real Sikkim received a 
minority share of tourist trafϐic is obviously because 
of lack of adequate promotion and infrastructural lim-
itations. No matter how pretty a destination, it will not 
receive visitors if no one knows about it, just as irre-
spective of the appeal of a place, tourists will not come 
if the roads are unreliable.

To reinforce this point, one needs to go over tour-
ism statistics for the districts. North Sikkim cornered 
a substantial chunk of the tourist trafϐic [after East Sik-
kim], and broke the one lakh mark in 2006-07 when 
1,07,865 tourists [East received 4.62 lakh tourists that 
year] made it there. This came in the wake of relax-
ations in travel restrictions to the district, opening of 
Thangu and Gurudongmar to tourists, improvements 
in services offered by tourism stakeholders there and 
the general improvements in roads and etiquette. The 
graph kept increasing till 2009-10 when 1.41 lakh 
tourists made it to North Sikkim. And then the North 
Sikkim Highway was littered with landslides and mon-
soon disruptions through 2010 and 2011 with the lat-
ter year also receiving the Earthquake and the number 
halved to 65,564 in 2010-11 and fell even lower for 
2011-12. Now, let’s look at South Sikkim which was 
shunned by tourists, notching only 1,606 domestic 
tourist arrivals in 2006-07. It scratched the bottom 
of the barrel in tourist share, and in 2009-10, when 
Sikkim received 6.17 lakh domestic tourists, South 
Sikkim was visited by only 6,167. In 2010, however, 
as roads in North Sikkim started acting up, South ac-
quired a new tourist spot in the form of the Siddhes-
vara Dham which added to the Guru Padmasambhava 
statue at Samdruptse and the reasonably developed 
tourism infrastructure at Rabangla. In 2010-11, South 
Sikkim recorded a ten-fold jump in tourist arrivals at 
68,118, overtaking North Sikkim, and within snifϐing 
distance of the consistently well-performing tourist 
destination of West Sikkim [which received 68,436 
tourists]. South Sikkim now has the Tathagata Tsal 
at Rabongla added to its tourist destination bouquet, 
and with these, it stands to grow from a bystander to 
a major stakeholder of the tourism pie in Sikkim. And 
then there is the Rongli-Kupup-Gnathang sector which 
has grown impressively without anyone noticing. This 
growth happened with relaxations in permits and im-
provement in roads. A drive on that scenic  route stuns 
not only with its landscape but also the number of ho-
tels and homestays that have come up there. It could 
be argued that more tourists visit that area than even 
locals of Sikkim.

It is obvious that the tourism potential of the dis-
tricts has barely been scratched thus far. With the re-
quired attention paid to promotion, road networks, 
travel arrangements and tourist-friendly regulations, 
the districts can grow at least to the level of Gangtok 
in tourist arrivals. The beneϐits of such a growth are 
obvious and worth pursuing...

HAVE A STORY TO  SHARE OR 
A COMMENT TO MAKE?

email us at
news@summittimes.com

GEORGE CHIGAS
theconversation.com

Twenty years ago, on April 15, 1998, Pol Pot, the 
leader of Cambodia’s genocidal government 

during the late 1970s, died in his sleep at the age of 
73. Born Saloth Sar, Pol Pot was never held account-
able for the crimes committed during the three 
years, eight months and 20 days his Khmer Rouge 
government subjected the Cambodian population to 
a reign of terror. Almost 2 million people, one-fourth 
of the country’s population, perished during this 
time from starvation, disease and execution.

In the search for truth and justice, many Cam-
bodian survivors have looked to the U.N.-assisted 
tribunal currently in progress in the capital city 
Phnom Penh. Convened in 2006, the tribunal has 
sentenced the head of the main Khmer Rouge tor-
ture center to life in prison.

The tribunal’s second trial is nearing comple-
tion and is expected to result in life sentences for 
two additional high ranking Khmer Rouge leaders 
as well. At that point, the tribunal will mostly likely 
close its doors, and the U.N.-appointed judges and 
lawyers will go home. The tribunal is a classic ex-
ample of “justice delayed is justice denied.”

For the past 30 years, I have studied the legal, 
political and literary responses to the Cambodian 
genocide. It is the literary responses – accounts 
written by survivors themselves – that show how 
in breaking their silence and in speaking on behalf 
of those who died, they were able to seek justice 
and healing.

THE KILLING FIELDS
Two important texts, Haing Ngor’s “A Cambodian 
Odyssey,” published in 1987, and Vann Nath’s “A 
Cambodian Prison Portrait,” published 11 years lat-
er, reveal the extraordinary events that led to their 
writing and publication, as well as the authors’ rea-
sons for recording their literary testimony.

Before the Khmer Rouge took power on April 
17, 1975, Haing Ngor was a successful gynecolo-
gist at a medical clinic in Phnom Penh. During the 
genocide, Ngor was arrested and severely tortured 
by the Khmer Rouge on three separate occasions. 
Each time, Ngor’s wife Huoy nursed him back to 
health from the brink of death. Ironically, near the 
end of the genocide, Huoy died in childbirth, be-
cause Ngor lacked the simple medical equipment 
to save her and their ϐirst child.

Ngor was able to survive the genocide. He was 
given refugee status by the American government 
and resettled in Long Beach, California, which has 
the largest population of Cambodians in the United 
States. However, he continued to be racked by guilt 
over not being able to save Huoy’s life.

In the early 1980s, the ϐirst ϐilm about the Cam-
bodian genocide, “The Killing Fields,” was made 
based on the book by New York Times war corre-
spondent Sydney Schanberg, who reported on the 
Vietnam War from Phnom Penh. In casting the role 
of Dith Pran, Schanberg’s Cambodian translator, 
Ngor was selected out of a crowd at a Cambodian 

wedding in Los Angeles. 
Despite no previous acting experience, Ngor 

won the 1985 Academy Award for best supporting 
actor. Ngor’s instant fame from wining the Oscar 
transformed him from an anonymous survivor into 
the world’s most prominent witness of the Cambo-
dian genocide.

Two years later, Warner Books published his 
500-page literary testimony, “A Cambodian Odys-
sey,” which describes the conditions of extremity un-
der the Khmer Rouge and speciϐically chronicles his 
relationship with Huoy, from the time they met prior 
to 1975 until her tragic death during the genocide.

Bearing witness to Huoy’s senseless death was 
essential to Ngor’s process of healing. His newly 
acquired status as an Oscar-winning actor provid-
ed him with the platform to afϐirm the truth of the 
Khmer Rouge’s crimes. By identifying the victims and 
perpetrators of the genocide, he attempted to fulϐill 
his responsibility to Huoy and his family members 
who died. In the book’s introduction, Ngor states:

“I have been many things in life: a medical doc-
tor … a Hollywood actor. But nothing has shaped 
my life as much as surviving the Pol Pot regime. I 
am a survivor of the Cambodian holocaust. That’s 
who I am.”

PRISON PORTRAIT
The second book that I want to highlight is “A Cam-
bodian Prison Portrait,” written by Vann Nath, a 
painter by trade before the Khmer Rouge takeover 
in 1975. During the genocide, Nath was arrested 
and sent to Tuol Sleng prison, where approximate-
ly 15,000 people were forced to confess to bogus 
crimes under torture and subsequently executed. 

Nath was spared execution at the last moment in 
order to paint portraits of Pol Pot.

Within a year, the Khmer Rouge regime was 
removed from power by Vietnamese forces, and 
Tuol Sleng was transformed into a museum to 
show the world the atrocities that took place there 
during the genocide. As one of only seven prisoners 
known to have survived Tuol Sleng, Nath was asked 
to paint the scenes of torture and execution he had 
witnessed to be displayed at the museum.

Deeply traumatized by his year in captivity at 
Tuol Sleng, Nath later tried to rebuild his shattered 
life and opened a small coffee shop in downtown 
Phnom Penh. Two humanitarian workers who fre-
quented the coffee shop befriended Nath and con-
vinced him to tell his story, resulting in the writing 
and publication of “Prison Portrait,” in 1998.

In 2009, Nath also served as a primary witness 
at the U.N.-assisted tribunal during the trial of Duch, 
the Tuol Sleng prison chief, who was eventually sen-
tenced to life in prison. Similar to Ngor, informing 
the world of the conditions at Tuol Sleng fulϐilled a 
deep responsibility to speak on behalf of those who 
suffered and died under the Khmer Rouge.

By publishing their personal accounts, as I 
found in my research, survivors attempt to fulϐill a 
deep responsibility to speak on behalf of those who 
died. In doing so, they begin to assert some control 
over the traumatic memories that haunt their lives. 
These writers act against forgetting in the hope 
that the world will never allow another Pol Pot to 
try to silence the voice of the people.

[the writer is Senior Lecturer in Cambodian 
Studies, University of Massachusetts Lowell]

JAYANTH NARAYANAN
theconversation.com

Whether or not diversity is a good 
thing is still a topic of much de-

bate. Though many businesses tout 
the beneϐits of diversity, American 
political scientist Robert Putnam 
holds that diversity causes people 
to hunker down, creating mistrust in 
communities.

Empirical investigations into how 
diversity affects communities are too 
few and far between to provide any 
deϐinitive answer to the question. So, 
together with colleagues in Singapore 
and the US, we set out to examine this 
very question in a series of studies 
– the results of which were recently 
published in the Journal of Personali-
ty and Social Psychology.

There is indeed evidence that di-
versity creates mistrust in commu-
nities. But diverse communities also 
provide an opportunity for people 
from different racial and ethnic back-
grounds to come into contact with 
each other, and we thought that these 
experiences would create a positive 
effect on people’s identities: speciϐi-
cally, the extent to which they identify 
with humanity, as a whole.

A HUMAN CONNECTION
This is one of the biggest and broad-
est forms of identity, which a human 
being can comprehend. A number of 
spiritual and philosophical traditions 
have upheld that believing you share 
a fundamental connection with other 
human beings – regardless of race, 
religion, sexuality or gender – is the 
sign of a mature mind.

My colleagues and I thought that 
living in diverse neighbourhoods 
might create opportunities to come 

into contact with different people 
again and again, thereby expanding 
a person’s sense of identity. As a re-
sult, people living in diverse neigh-
bourhoods should be more helpful 
towards others. We examined this 
possibility in ϐive empirical studies. 

In the ϐirst study, we took to Twit-
ter to analyse 
the sentiments 
of tweets 
across the 200 
largest metro-
politan areas 
in the US. This 
was a some-
what basic, 
e x p l o r a t o r y 
test of our hy-
pothesis, using 
a large sample 
of data. In this 
study, we found that the likelihood 
that a tweet mentions words which 
suggest positivity, friendliness, help-
fulness, or social acceptance was 
higher in a more diverse city.

OPENING UP
Encouraged by our ϐindings, we then 
sought to examine how diversity of 
a zip code where people lived might 
affect people’s likelihood to offer help 
in the aftermath of a disaster, such as 
a terrorist attack. We used data from 
a website that the Boston Globe set 
up, where people could offer help to 
those stranded after the 2013 Boston 
Marathon bombings.

After accounting for factors such 
as distance from the bombings, po-
litical diversity, religious diversity 
and the mean household income of 
these zip codes, we found that people 
who lived in more racially diverse zip 

codes were more likely to offer help 
to those in need after the bombings.

To take our investigation even 
further, we examined whether peo-
ple living in more diverse countries 
would report that they had helped 
someone in the recent past. We used 
data from the Gallup World Poll in 

2012, which 
asked more 
than 155,000 
i n d i v i d u a l s 
in 146 coun-
tries to report 
whether they 
had helped 
a stranger 
in the recent 
past. Again, 
we found that 
people in more 
diverse coun-

tries were more likely to report that 
they had helped a stranger in the past 
month.

EXPANDING IDENTITIES
These three studies seemed to pro-
vide converging evidence for our 
ideas, but we needed to understand 
whether this was because diversity 
expands people’s identities. From a 
scientiϐic standpoint, this presented 
a big challenge. It would almost be 
impossible to conduct a real experi-
ment where we allocate people to live 
in different neighbourhoods and then 
check whether this had an effect on 
their level of helpfulness. 

So instead we borrowed a tech-
nique routinely used by social psy-
chologist, called priming. Priming 
is a psychological method, used to 
activate a state of mind for people 
in an experiment. We primed people 

to think about neighbourhoods that 
were either diverse, or not. We made 
this allocation randomly, then exam-
ined how this affected their willing-
ness to help.

We also measured whether this 
simple procedure of priming also 
altered their identities. We used a 
survey measure developed by other 
psychologists, which measures how 
much someone identiϐies with all of 
humanity. In two studies, we found 
that imagining living in a diverse 
neighbourhood expanded people’s 
identities, which in turn made them 
more willing to help a stranger.

These results don’t prove deϐini-
tively that diversity is always a good 
thing. But they do offer an encour-
aging view of some of the beneϐits 
which diversity might bring to com-
munities, given the way that people’s 
identities shift when they often en-
counter those who are different to 
them.

Some governments are already 
putting policies in place to make the 
most of these potential beneϐits. For 
example, in Singapore, each public 
housing apartment block maintains 
the same ratio of Chinese, Malay and 
Indian residents as exists in the wid-
er population. This has prevented 
segregation and created diversity in 
neighbourhoods, which has led to a 
better society for everyone.

In ancient Indian texts, sages ex-
hort people to view the whole world 
as one family. Our studies show that 
this isn’t a pipe dream – it’s a real 
possibility.

[the writer is Professor of Or-
ganisational Behaviour & Lead-

ership, IMD Business School]

People who live in diverse neighbourhoods 
are more helpful – here’s how we know

Bearing witness to Cambodia’s horror,
20 years after Pol Pot’s death

How do survivors ϐind healing? Chum Mey, a survivor of the Khmer Rouge regime, 
walks past a portrait of Nuon Chea, a former Khmer Rouge leader.
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GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
SIKKIM STATE TEACHERS’ 

RECRUITMENT BOARD
UPPER SYARI, GANGTOK

Ref No. 36/SSTRB    Dated: 09/04/2018
NOTICE

On the basis of the Written Examination, Classroom Demon-
stration and Viva-voce (interview) the following candidates 
bearing roll nos. in order of merit are declared selected and rec-
ommended for the appointment to the post of Primary Teacher 
(General) under Human Resource Development Department, 
Government of Sikkim.

Contd on pg06

 MIZORAM STATE LOTTERIES
 BAISAKHI BUMPER 2018

 Draw No:1 DrawDate on:17/04/18
 1st Prize Rs.1 Crores/- D 96303
 (Including Super Prize Amt)
 2nd Prize Rs.10 Lakhs/- D 51065
 (Including Super Prize Amt)
 3rd Prize Rs.9,000/- 0803 4183
 4th Prize Rs.7,000/- 0649 3344
 5th Prize Rs.2,000/-
 0003 2280 2698 5004 5256 5536 6054 6471 7279 8558
 6th Prize Rs.500/-
 0352 1348 1617 2709 2970 3263 3790 3809 4867 5135
 7543 8289 8689 8776 8875 9116 9170 9492 9668 9690
 7th Prize Rs.300/-
 0014 0127 0185 0231 0273 0602 0638 0724 0775 0834
 1044 1140 1194 1293 1339 1371 1769 1780 1977 2136
 2244 2620 2730 2751 2771 2933 3275 3343 3452 3490
 3823 3931 4005 4066 4115 4172 4182 4252 4419 4515
 4555 4609 4655 4686 4866 4908 5065 5528 5563 5613
 5717 5724 5733 5740 5858 5987 6059 6174 6199 6200
 6269 6391 6642 6645 6702 6746 6797 6884 7131 7352
 7381 7477 7478 7537 7596 7603 7651 7661 7697 7781
 7918 8054 8072 8109 8113 8192 8360 8438 8554 8570
 8687 8815 9036 9081 9442 9506 9576 9844 9890 9998
Issued by:
The Director ,Mizoram State Lotteries,
For result please visit: www.mizoramlotteries.com

K /N  D -
, A  17 (PTI): In a 

rare attack on a foreign 
mission in Nepal, a pres-
sure-cooker bomb ex-
ploded outside the ofϐice 
of the Indian consulate 
in the country’s eastern 
Biratnagar city damaging 
its wall but no one was 
hurt, police said today.

The homemade de-
vice went off last night at 
Biratnagar, 200 kilome-
tres from Kathmandu.

The bomb was trig-
gered by an unknown 
group in an open space 
behind the building and 
created a small hole in 
the wall, the police said.
However, Indian Embassy 
in Kathmandu has not yet 
issued any formal state-
ment on the incident.

Spokesperson in the 
Ministry of External Af-
fairs Raveesh Kumar in a 
statement in New Delhi 
said that Indian embas-
sy in Kathmandu was 
in touch with the Nepal 
government over the 
incident and that the se-
curity authorities in that 
country were investigat-
ing the matter.

“A minor explosion 
took place along the rear 

boundary wall of the 
camp ofϐice of embassy of 
India at Biratnagar, Nepal 
at about 20:15 hours on 
April 16. No one has been 
injured in the incident,” 
Kumar said.

Sources in the securi-
ty establishment in New 
Delhi said the explosion 
caused a hole of around 1 
feet by 1.5 feet in wall of 
the consulate towards the 
secluded rear side of the 
ofϐice building. They said 
no one was in the ofϐice at 
the time of the explosion.

The camp ofϐice of 
the consulate was set up 
during the ϐloods in Ne-
pal and north Bihar.

Investigating ofϐicers 
suspect that cadres of a 
local political group have 
caused the blast. The 
party had called a gen-
eral strike in Biratnagar 
yesterday.

A senior ofϐicer of 
Nepal police said it was 
investigating to ϐind out 
who caused the blast. The 
security around the blast 
site has been stepped up 
after the incident.

Biratnagar is the in-
dustrial capital of Nepal 
and 6 km north of the 
border of Bihar.

rat, Maharashtra, Bihar, 
Rajasthan and Uttar 
Pradesh were impacted 
by the cash crunch.

Some ATMs downed 
shutters with ‘No cash’ 
and ‘Out of service’ signs, 
prompting the govern-
ment to move currency 
from surplus regions. 
Some ATMs in national 
capital Delhi too went 
dry.

Political leaders from 
Rahul Gandhi of Con-
gress to TMC’s Mamata 
Banerjee trained guns on 
the government saying 
ATMs running dry was a 
reminder of demonetisa-
tion days.

While Finance Minis-
ter Arun Jaitley assured 
hassled customers that 
the government will ϐix 
the problem quickly, of-
ϐicials attributed the cash 
crunch to crop procure-
ment and hoarding of 
high denomination cur-
rency ahead of elections 
in Karnataka.

Such crisis was how-
ever not witnessed in any 
of the previous procure-
ment seasons.

“Overall there is more 
than adequate currency 
in circulation and also 

available with the Banks. 
The temporary shortage 
caused by ‘sudden and 
unusual increase’ (in 
demand) in some areas 
is being tackled quick-
ly,” Jaitley, who has been 
away from ofϐice since 
April 2 due to a kidney 
ailment, said in a tweet.

Jaitley said he has re-
viewed the currency situ-
ation in the country.

The government is 
checking with banks and 
the Reserve Bank of India 
to ensure adequate sup-
ply of currency.

A statement by the ϐi-
nance ministry conϐirmed 
reports of cash shortag-
es and some ATMs run-
ning dry or becoming 
non-functional in some 
parts of the country.

“There has been un-
usual spurt in currency 
demand in the country 
in last three months,” it 
said.

While currency sup-
ply increased by Rs 
45,000 crore in the ϐirst 
13 days of April, “unusu-
al spurt in demand” was 
seen more in some parts 
of Andhra Pradesh, Tel-
angana, Karnataka, Mad-
hya Pradesh and Bihar, it 
said.

ATMs across the country go dry...
Contd from pg01
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Sd/-
(T.P. SHARMA, SCS)

CONTROLLER OF EXAMINATION
SIKKIM STATE TEACHERS  RECRUITMENT BOARD

A  (Y ), A  
17 (AFP): A “miracle” 
winning streak has pro-
pelled Yemen’s senior 
and youth football teams 
to the Asian Cup, catch-
ing the war-torn nation’s 
attention and offering a 
common goal to a divid-
ed country.

Qualiϐication is a ϐirst 
ever for the senior team, 
currently based in Qatar, 
and a rare achievement 
for the under-16s who 
still train in Yemen.

“Qualiϐication has 
brought Yemenis togeth-
er -- they’re doing us 
proud,” said Ahmed Sa-
bahi, a fan in the south-
ern port city of Aden.

“All Yemenis are be-
hind their team,” he said.

Yemen’s war pitting 
pro-government forc-
es supported by a Sau-
di-led coalition against 
Iran-backed Shiite Huthi 
rebels entered its fourth 
year in March.

The conϐlict has left 
nearly 10,000 people 
dead, tens of thousands 
wounded and created 
what the United Nations 
says is the world’s worst 
humanitarian crisis, rife 
with once forgotten dis-
eases like cholera and 
diphtheria.

“We hope the team 
will honour Yemen and 
give Yemenis some re-
lief,” said Sabahi.

The senior team beat 
Nepal 2-1 on March 27, 
reaching the 2019 AFC 
Asian Cup to be contest-
ed in January-February in 
the Emirates -- for the ϐirst 
time in Yemen’s history.

The U-16 tournament 
is to take place in Malay-
sia in September-October.

To build the youth 
team, selectors travelled 
the length of the country, 
including war zones and 
sectors controlled by ri-
val factions.

Ranked 125 in the 

world by the sport’s 
governing body FIFA, 
Yemen’s senior team has 
never won a single match 
in the Gulf Cup against 
its neighbours since 
the competition was 
launched in 1970.

Yemen’s media used 
to congratulate the team 
for an “honourable de-
feat” if they avoided a 
hammering. Asian Cup 
qualiϐication was hailed 
as nothing less than a 
“miracle”.

Paradoxically, Yeme-
ni football has beneϐited 
from the war, with se-
nior players relocated to 
a training camp in Qa-
tar, which has the most 
up-to-date facilities as it 
builds up to hosting the 
2022 World Cup.

Abd al-Salam al-Saa-
di, a coach in Sanaa, sees 
another key factor: “The 
players have not been 
drawn into politics.” Ye-
men’s war has left infra-
structure, homes, schools 
and ports in ruins. Doz-
ens of stadiums have 
been bombed or turned 
into military camps for 
various armed factions.

For football fans back 
home, Yemen’s success-
ful qualiϐication offers a 
glimmer of hope and a 
distraction from everyday 
life in what was the Arab 
world’s poorest country 
even before the war.

It has “helped put a 
smile on the face of Ye-
meni youths, who need 
reasons to be happy and 
to forget”, said Saleh 
Hanash, another fan in 
Aden.

More than half of Ye-
men’s 27-million-popu-
lation are aged under 18.

According to the UN 
children’s agency UNICEF, 
more than 1,500 children 
have been killed in the 
conϐlict, while hundreds 
of minors have been re-
cruited into militias.

Football ‘miracle’
offers shared goal for

war-torn Yemen

De Bruyne eyes golden
era for champs City

L , A  17 (AFP): Kevin De Bruyne says Man-
chester City are ready to reign supreme in the Premier 
League for years to come under the astute leadership 
of Pep Guardiola.

City were conϐirmed as English champions on 
Sunday with a record-equalling ϐive games to spare 
after Manchester United crashed to a shock 1-0 defeat 
against struggling West Bromwich Albion.

Belgium midϐielder De Bruyne has been one of the 
standout players in City’s record-breaking campaign, 
but he knows Guardiola was the mastermind behind 
their triumph.

City’s top priority in the close-season will be se-
curing the services of former Bayern Munich and 
Barcelona chief Guardiola, who also led his team to 
League Cup glory in February, for longer than the one 
year remaining on his contract.

“Everyone knows he’s one of the best coaches in 
the world. To achieve what he has achieved in the 
game is special and to be part of a group of players 
led by him can only help us to keep developing,” De 
Bruyne said.
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NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR SINCERE MORNING DEAR LOVED DEAR PARROT EVENING

Draw Time: 11:55 am onwards Draw Time: 04:00 pm onwards Draw Time: 08:00 pm onwards
Draw No:20 DrawDate on:17/04/18 Draw No:20 DrawDate on:17/04/18 Draw No:38 DrawDate on:17/04/18

1st Prize Rs.26.01 Lakhs/- 88E 22478 1st Prize Rs.26.01 Lakhs/- 70A 26140 1st Prize Rs.26.01 Lakhs/- 85H 16933
Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 22478 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 26140 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 16933 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)

2nd Prize Rs.9000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
02813 32535 45295 61405 66653 20705 34701 36085 48719 61705 02384 02433 12454 19407 49581
72180 73518 74142 77257 81340 71199 73246 88882 90117 90551 52599 62999 72038 84304 89244
3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0680 0779 1230 2621 3568 6688 7564 7664 9632 9672 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0081 0575 0686 1168 1271 2539 2772 5914 6411 9353 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 2401 3136 5043 6690 6884 7244 7917 8937 9512 9908
4th Prize Rs.250/- 4435 5772 6986 7236 7382 7563 7860 8461 8914 9726 4th Prize Rs.250/- 0421 2351 3134 3966 4499 5513 6352 7225 7418 9697 4th Prize Rs.250/- 0009 2089 2522 2754 3884 5653 5829 6866 7897 9183
5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/-
0034 0048 0104 0106 0334 0430 0476 0538 0621 0700 0013 0082 0288 0406 0473 0559 0571 0589 0715 0801 0036 0314 0392 0573 0649 0743 0828 0864 0876 0936
0753 0770 1130 1160 1270 1433 1441 1524 1565 1666 0827 1210 1233 1495 1729 1746 1846 1854 1946 2006 0960 0978 1152 1178 1271 1340 1547 1574 1731 1770
1715 1810 1907 2083 2109 2201 2254 2359 2390 2401 2139 2353 2455 2657 2667 2678 2761 2956 3236 3256 1792 2099 2129 2230 2235 2386 2557 2676 2802 2903
2584 2603 2613 2636 2701 2987 3020 3110 3365 3973 3312 3471 3516 3587 3802 3830 3841 3857 3863 3947 3037 3132 3133 3137 3306 3445 3574 3814 3825 3875
3978 4238 4376 4464 4644 4814 5090 5111 5281 5307 4045 4093 4167 4328 4511 4595 4703 4707 4859 5184 3967 3979 4062 4076 4094 4261 4404 4434 4599 4634
5385 5491 5524 5583 5681 5746 5769 5771 5852 5973 5261 5284 5379 5531 5542 5577 5597 5707 5757 5798 4689 4712 4758 4767 4800 4888 4904 4929 5225 5322
6271 6284 6296 6310 6660 6826 6944 6971 6974 7091 5842 5857 5905 5929 6166 6277 6279 6310 6377 6635 5593 5599 5648 5743 5880 6032 6097 6151 6264 6354
7214 7249 7251 7294 7340 7440 7447 7628 7746 7786 6664 6745 6940 6973 7118 7134 7212 7258 7291 7483 6431 6513 6556 6620 6632 6752 6975 7148 7280 7475
7908 7963 8077 8211 8314 8376 8395 8490 8502 8667 7510 7621 7659 7959 8198 8392 8573 8778 8897 8903 7494 7622 7991 8281 8301 8351 8401 8727 8779 9076
9394 9462 9599 9601 9657 9750 9754 9801 9873 9914 8971 9246 9346 9482 9523 9621 9722 9742 9907 9973 9112 9116 9121 9122 9142 9227 9622 9632 9854 9986

Issued by: 
The Director, Nagaland State Lotteries, Kohima, Nagaland
For Results, Please visit: www.nagalandlotteries.com

K I N D L Y     C H E C K     T H E     R E S U L T S     W I T H     T H E     O F F I C I A L     G A Z E T T E  

ElseWhere

 MIZORAM STATE LOTTERIES
 LABHLAXMI TAURUS

 Draw No:11 DrawDate on:17/04/18
 1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 6621
 2nd Prize Rs.1,000/- 6695 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 4572
 4th Prize Rs.300/- 1868 5th Prize Rs.  201/- 1683
 6th Prize Rs.100/-
 1024 1034 1092 1107 1112 1127 1131 1159 1175 1188
 1282 1302 1403 1433 1451 1521 1571 1573 1574 1578
 1614 1623 1624 1735 1746 1812 1836 1917 1946 1986
 1994 2057 2080 2096 2101 2106 2115 2119 2144 2163
 2214 2253 2261 2272 2297 2347 2357 2363 2392 2401
 2414 2418 2432 2441 2447 2449 2490 2492 2502 2524
 2563 2567 2591 2619 2630 2649 2672 2697 2718 2744
 2792 2802 2803 2833 2834 2846 2977 2993 3000 3076
 3079 3085 3098 3105 3122 3194 3232 3282 3332 3351
 3371 3379 3400 3464 3473 3490 3507 3528 3529 3537
 3543 3558 3580 3591 3601 3616 3690 3721 3747 3748
 3787 3789 3817 3835 3841 3865 3876 3908 3921 3961
 4041 4079 4091 4105 4119 4120 4150 4164 4165 4186
 4217 4236 4271 4277 4313 4346 4349 4388 4401 4445
 4446 4469 4510 4562 4580 4581 4701 4720 4729 4737
 4777 4831 4841 4897 4968 5016 5024 5049 5051 5096
 5204 5208 5249 5275 5292 5303 5361 5369 5468 5473
 5489 5502 5508 5509 5515 5536 5557 5564 5572 5602
 5607 5625 5682 5698 5744 5790 5792 5824 5838 5859
 5888 5970 5987 6037 6039 6068 6106 6132 6153 6186
 6190 6213 6216 6242 6290 6298 6303 6354 6359 6395
 6397 6449 6454 6459 6460 6481 6545 6553 6602 6605
 6620 6631 6678 6688 6689 6703 6712 6717 6739 6750
 6762 6775 6776 6837 6853 6879 6918 6947 6948 6972
Issued by:
The Director ,Mizoram State Lotteries,
For result please visit: www.mizoramlotteries.com

ARUNACHAL PRADESH STATE LOTTERIES
MUMBAILAXMI LAXMAN

Draw No:11 DrawDate on:17/04/18
1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 5452 2nd Prize Rs.2,000/- 5853
3rd Prize Rs. 1,000/- 5302 4th Prize Rs.  501/- 2143
5th Prize Rs.200/-
1043 1057 1149 1184 1321 1389 1444 1478 1480 1597
1728 1772 1800 1822 1849 1965 1972 1981 1990 1991
2035 2058 2137 2161 2325 2328 2403 2412 2454 2474
2543 2617 2620 2678 2733 2773 2864 2958 2997 3077
3081 3106 3136 3166 3228 3279 3353 3356 3366 3399
3507 3524 3528 3537 3558 3793 3803 3832 3835 3906
3942 3959 3989 4023 4038 4191 4302 4351 4352 4485
4502 4560 4661 4700 4769 4817 4870 5060 5076 5114
5136 5146 5171 5194 5197 5263 5285 5314 5333 5366
5413 5430 5481 5497 5515 5627 5672 5895 5904 5925
6th Prize Rs.100/-
1095 1111 1134 1143 1165 1183 1187 1202 1248 1259
1261 1306 1319 1360 1364 1376 1381 1382 1392 1394
1445 1449 1498 1508 1595 1648 1659 1667 1685 1701
1711 1758 1814 1837 1869 1897 1904 1937 1949 1954
1959 1974 2016 2017 2026 2033 2056 2068 2080 2095
2107 2134 2168 2204 2234 2282 2285 2301 2317 2365
2401 2498 2509 2510 2524 2529 2532 2535 2541 2544
2545 2591 2597 2598 2599 2619 2637 2661 2675 2680
2691 2698 2723 2734 2833 2840 2841 2877 2917 2967
2973 2988 3028 3056 3079 3088 3095 3143 3221 3250
3284 3347 3394 3401 3408 3438 3532 3542 3551 3571
3607 3651 3674 3697 3706 3711 3801 3808 3809 3843
3867 3885 3889 3895 3935 3944 3953 4012 4084 4097
4122 4126 4164 4170 4194 4263 4276 4293 4299 4317
4396 4457 4481 4528 4538 4554 4570 4591 4613 4644
4645 4658 4660 4667 4710 4742 4761 4767 4782 4797
4857 4862 4866 4971 4974 5015 5051 5061 5085 5127
5173 5209 5235 5348 5359 5421 5427 5546 5555 5565
5626 5629 5633 5644 5659 5675 5683 5704 5715 5767
5811 5818 5840 5844 5850 5869 5887 5918 5966 5983
Issued by:
The Commissioner,
ARUNACHAL PRADESH STATE LOTTERIES,ITANAGAR.

S , A  17 
(PTI): Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi today had 
a “productive exchange” 
of views on bilateral and 
regional issues with his 
Swedish counterpart Ste-
fan Lofven and called on 
Swedish King Carl XVI 
Gustaf.

“A relationship that 
has grown in intensity 
over the years and has 
a huge potential! PM @
narendramodi met with 
@SwedishPM Stefan 
Lofven,” External Affairs 
Ministry spokesperson 
Raveesh Kumar tweeted. 

Kumar said the two 
leaders had a “produc-
tive exchange of views 
on bilateral and regional 
issues.” 

Earlier, Prime Minis-
ter Modi called on King 
Gustaf and exchanged 
views on strengthening 
bilateral cooperation 
across several sectors.

Modi arrived here 
in the capital of Sweden 
yesterday, the ϐirst bi-
lateral visit by an Indian 
premier to the Nordic na-

tion in 30 years.
Swedish Prime Minis-

ter Lofven received Modi 
at the airport last night. 
the Two leaders travelled 
together in the same ve-
hicle from the airport to 
the hotel.

Modi will also hold 
bilateral meetings with 
leaders of four other 
Nordic nations - Finland, 
Norway, Denmark and 

Iceland.
“10 engagements in 

10 hours- a hectic day 
begins for PM @naren-
dramodi in Stockholm! 
Call on King of Sweden, 
bilateral meeting with 
@SwedishPM & 4 Nor-
dic countries’ leaders, 
roundtable meeting with 
Swedish CEOs, call by 
Leader of Opposition, In-
dia-Nordic Summit and 

Community event,” Ku-
mar tweeted. 

Modi is here on the ϐirst 
leg of his ϐive-day foreign 
tour which will also take 
him to the UK where he 
will attend the Common-
wealth Heads of Govern-
ment Meeting (CHOGM). 

Ahead of his visit, 
Modi said in New Delhi 
that he was looking for-
ward to deepening bi-

lateral engagement with 
both countries in a num-
ber of areas including 
trade, investment and 
clean energy. 

Modi had said he and 
Lofven would interact 
with top business lead-
ers of both countries and 
chart out a future road-
map of cooperation in 
sectors such as trade and 
investment, science and 
technology, clean energy 
and smart cities. 

India and Sweden 
will also jointly organise 
the India-Nordic Summit 
in Stockholm today. The 
summit will also be at-
tended by the prime min-
isters of Finland, Norway, 
Denmark and Iceland.

From Sweden, Modi 
will tonight travel to the 
UK where he will attend 
the CHOGM, besides 
holding bilateral talks 
with his British counter-
part Theresa May. 

He will also have a 
brief stopover in Berlin, 
Germany, on April 20 
while on his way back 
home.

Prime Minister meets Swedish counterpart,
discusses bilateral cooperation

UK Prime Minister Theresa May has denied launching airstrikes in Syria on the orders of Donald Trump, as she faced MPs for the ϐirst time 
since the military action. The Prime Minister insisted it was morally and legally right to target three sites that stored or researched deadly 

chemical weapons. She was tackled by Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn who called the raids “legally questionable” and demanded the Govern-
ment publish the legal advice behind its decision. He also criticized Mrs May for failing to get a UN resolution before signing up to action with 
France and the US against Syria’s President Assad. The PM said that a blanket policy of seeking UN approval “would mean a Russian veto on 
our foreign policy”.

India wins 
elections 
to key UN 
subsidiary 
bodies
U  N , A  
17 (PTI): India has won 
an election to a crucial 
non-governmental or-
ganisation committee 
in the UN after garner-
ing the highest number 
of votes besides getting 
elected by acclamation to 
other subsidiary bodies 
in ϐive separate polls.

The UN’s Econom-
ic and Social Council 
(ECOSOC) held elections 
to a number of its subsid-
iary bodies here yester-
day. The ECOSOC focusses 
on advancing the three di-
mensions of sustainable 
development economic, 
social and environmental. 

Following the elec-
tions, India’s Permanent 
Representative to the UN 
Ambassador Syed Akba-
ruddin told PTI that the 
“results reϐlect, yet again, 
the broad support and 
many friends India has 
amongst UN members”.

India topped the elec-
tion to the Committee on 
Non-Governmental Orga-
nizations. In one round 
of secret balloting, the 
Council elected Bahrain, 
China, India and Pakistan 
in the Asia Paciϐic States 
category and Brazil, 
Cuba, Mexico and Nica-
ragua (Latin American 
and Caribbean States) to 
serve a four-year term 
beginning on January 1, 
2019. 

India got the high-
est number of votes at 
46, followed by Pakistan 
(43), Bahrain (40) and 
China 39. Iran lost the 
elections, having got only 
27 votes. The Council 
elected by acclamation 
11 other nations to serve 
the same four-year term.

The Committee on 
Non-Governmental Or-
ganizations is a standing 
committee of ECOSOC 
and its main tasks in-
clude consideration of 
applications for con-
sultative status and re-
quests for reclassiϐica-
tion submitted by NGOs 
and consideration of 
quadrennial reports sub-
mitted by NGOs in Gener-
al and Special categories.

India was also elect-
ed by acclamation to the 
Commission on Popula-
tion and Development 
for a term beginning 
April 16, 2018 and expir-
ing in 2021. 

Under its terms of ref-
erence the Commission 
is to assist the Council 
by arranging for studies 
and advising the Council 
on population issues and 
trends, integrating popu-
lation and development 
strategies and popula-
tion and related devel-
opment policies and pro-
grammes.

The Council elect-
ed India and Kuwait 
(Asia-Paciϐic States) by 
acclamation to the Com-
mission for Social Devel-
opment, ϐilling outstand-
ing seats for a four-year 
term beginning on the 
date of election. 

The Commission’s 
purpose was to advise 
ECOSOC on social poli-
cies of a general charac-
ter and, in particular, on 
all matters in the social 
ϐield not covered by the 
specialised inter-govern-
mental agencies.

India was among 
the 17 members elect-
ed by acclamation to the 
Commission on Crime 
Prevention and Criminal 
Justice.

I , A  17 (PTI): Pakistan today 
rejected Indian allegations of “attempts 
to incite Indian pilgrims” on the issue of 
‘Khalistan.’ 

India yesterday summoned Pakistan’s 
Deputy High Commissioner in New Delhi 
and lodged a strong protest over attempts 
to raise the Khalistan issue during the visit 
of Sikh pilgrims to that country, while ask-
ing Islamabad to immediately cease all such 
activities aimed at undermining India’s sov-
ereignty and territorial integrity.

Reacting to New Delhi’s action, Paki-
stan’s Foreign Ofϐice (FO) said, “By spread-
ing such falsehoods, India has chosen to de-
liberately stoke further controversy around 
the visit of Sikh pilgrims, currently attend-

ing the Baisakhi and Khalsa Janamdin cere-
monies in Pakistan.” 

It said Pakistan welcomes Hindu and 
Sikh pilgrims from all over the world, in-
cluding India. 

Pakistan has made arrangements to ex-
tend maximum facilitation to the visiting 
Sikh pilgrims during their visits to sacred 
places in Pakistan, the FO said.

It said the Sikh community has been 
protesting against the Government of India 
for screening a controversial movie in India, 
which hurts their religious sentiments. 

“These protests had started in India and 
other parts of the world before the Sikh 
Yatrees arrived in Pakistan,” the FO said. 

In view of the charged situation and the 

explicit refusal of the Sikh Yatrees to meet 
Indian ofϐicials, the Indian High Commis-
sioner cancelled his visit on April 14, 2018, 
the FO said. 

“Indian attempts to distort the truth and 
obfuscate facts are unethical and regretta-
ble,” it said. 

“No amount of Indian propaganda could 
succeed in turning this right into a wrong,” 
it claimed. 

India should respect the internation-
al and inter-state norms, respect all reli-
gions, especially minorities, and refrain 
from indulging in pointless provocation 
which only vitiates an already charged en-
vironment to the detriment of all, the FO 
said.

Pak rejects allegations of inciting
Indian Sikh pilgrims Khalistan issue

Y , A  17 (AFP): 
Myanmar’s president to-
day announced pardons 
for more than 8,500 pris-
oners, including three 
dozen jailed in political 
cases, as part of an annu-
al amnesty marking the 
country’s traditional new 
year.

President Win My-
int, who took ofϐice last 
month after his pre-
decessor suddenly re-
signed, said the pardons 
would be granted on 
humanitarian grounds 
during the Buddhist new 
year festival known as 
Thingyan.

The amnesty was ex-
tended mostly to drug of-
fenders, as well as more 
than 50 foreigners and 
36 political prisoners, ac-
cording to a breakdown 
posted on Facebook by 
government spokesman 
Zaw Htay.

Aung Myo Kyaw, 
spokesman for an NGO 

that helps political pris-
oners, welcomed the am-
nesty but called for the re-
lease of at least eight more 
prisoners of conscience 
who remain in jail.

Around 200 others in 
Myanmar are facing tri-
als linked to political ac-
tivities, said spokesman 
Aung Myo Kyaw from the 
Assistance Association 
for Political Prisoners.

“The government 
can help them by cancel-
ling the cases from the 
courts,” he told AFP.

Myanmar has freed 
thousands from its jails 
since a military junta 
ceded power in 2011 af-
ter ϐive decades of brutal 
repression.

Hundreds of political 
prisoners were released 
shortly after the civilian 
government of former 
democracy activist Aung 
San Suu Kyi took ofϐice in 
2016 following a sweep-
ing election victory.

Myanmar pardons 
8,500 prisoners in 
holiday amnesty
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EtCETERA

ARIES: This is bound to be a 
wonderful day, Aries. You’re 
looking and feeling great and 
it shows! This is a day of kind-
ness and cooperation. You could 
fi nd that your family pitches in 
to help at home without being 
asked. Your romantic partner 
might volunteer to clean out the 
garage and your children start to 
clean their rooms. This defi nite-
ly isn’t your typical day! Enjoy 
the harmony that reigns today.  
TAURUS: This is a good day 
for you to analyze information, 
Taurus. You have an especial-
ly acute business sense, which 
you should use to your advan-
tage. Whether you’re thinking 
of translating a creative proj-
ect into a business proposal or 
working on that business plan, 

all indications say that your ef-
forts will yield rich rewards. 
Make the most of whatever this 
day has to off er.  
GEMINI: You’re a conscien-
tious, hard worker, Gemini, but 
today your thoughts are more on 
home than work. You feel espe-
cially close to your family and 
friends. They mean the most to 
you. Jobs and even careers come 
and go, but friends and family 
are forever. Enjoy being with 
them today. Gather everyone to-
gether and order too much Chi-
nese take-out. It’s just fi ne if you 
restart your diet tomorrow.  
CANCER: Today is likely to be 
another busy one for you, Can-
cer. You might have a volunteer 
activity in the morning and then 
get roped into running errands 

in the afternoon. It will be busy 
bordering on hectic, but the hus-
tle and bustle of being out and 
about is energizing for you. In-
vite some friends to join you for 
dinner in the evening to cap off  
this high-energy day.  
LEO: You have a strong spirit 
of cooperation today, Leo. It in-
spires you to pitch in and help 
others without being asked. 
Your romantic partner could be 
surprised to see you show up 
and help with a chore. Never 
mind that you don’t know what 
you’re doing - you’ll fi gure it 
out. Others will be impressed to 
see you going above and beyond 
what you’ve been asked to do. 
Your eff orts on all fronts won’t 
go unnoticed.  
VIRGO: Keep your eyes and 

ears open to all new possibili-
ties, Virgo. Even if it isn’t your 
habit to read the “Help Wanted” 
section of the newspaper, do so 
today. You might be surprised at 
what you fi nd there. Your skills 
apply to all sorts of jobs. You 
don’t need to limit your search to 
one profession. You have a good 
mind that’s working in overdrive 
now. Use it to fi gure out the next 
steps for your advancement.  
LIBRA: Today your strong 
sense of nostalgia likely has you 
leaning toward all things old. If 
you do some furniture shopping, 
you’ll be drawn to antique shops 
rather than contemporary stores. 
There is something about the 
patina that only comes with age. 
This applies to people as well as 
objects, which may explain why 

you tend to prefer to be with 
people who are older than you.  
SCORPIO: This is bound to 
be a wonderful day, Scorpio, 
as everybody seems to be in a 
warm and congenial mood. You 
and your romantic partner, in 
particular, are feeling especial-
ly close and connected today. If 
marriage is the process of falling 
in and out of love, then you’re 
both defi nitely in the “in” phase. 
Enjoy it while it lasts! Spend a 
quiet day together and cap it off  
with dinner at an elegant bistro.  
SAGITTARIUS: You have 
much to be grateful for, Sagittar-
ius. Why not go out tonight and 
celebrate with friends? Forget 
about work and family troubles 
and kick up your heels. Have a 
high old time. You deserve the 

break. If you don’t seize these 
moments when you have the op-
portunity, you risk becoming a 
single-minded individual who 
thinks only of work at the expense 
of life’s other great pleasures.  
CAPRICORN: You’re eager 
and optimistic today, Capricorn, 
which works well with your 
strong, capable nature. You’re 
likely to fi nd that things be-
gin to click into place at work. 
Something that has been trou-
bling you for some time sud-
denly becomes clear. What was 
once a stumbling block is now 
a mere bump in the road and 
easily overcome. All indications 
are that you’ll be successful at 
whatever you do now, so dare to 
dream big.  
AQUARIUS: Today should be 

devoted to paperwork and getting 
your fi nancial aff airs and budgets 
in order, Aquarius. Once this is 
done, you can relax in the eve-
ning with friends and loved ones. 
You’re especially intuitive right 
now, so you’ll be able to pick up 
on all the unspoken thoughts and 
feelings of those around you.  
PISCES: All fi nancial under-
takings have good aspects today, 
Pisces. It could be that you have 
been thinking of starting a new 
business venture. If so, you’re 
likely to meet the ideal business 
partner. Keep your eyes and ears 
tuned as you go about your daily 
routine. You never know when 
you might be introduced to that 
one special person you need in 
your life. Socialize in the eve-
ning with good friends.
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PRETTY IN PINK! Singer Rita Ora rocks a glamorous 
pink jumpsuit and white shades as she catches a fl ight 
out of LAX airport.

Rapper Kendrick Lamar has won the Pu-
litzer Prize in music for his revolutionary 

album, DAMN. This is ϐirst time in 102 years 
that a non-classical or jazz work has won the 
award—it’s also certainly the ϐirst time a hip-
hop artist has received the prestigious acco-
lade. 

On Monday, the Pulitzer board announced 
the historic news, calling the album a “a vir-
tuosic song collection uniϐied by its vernacu-
lar authenticity and rhythmic dynamism that 
offers affecting vignettes capturing the com-
plexity of modern African-American life.”

The 30-year-old’s fourth studio album, 
which was released in April 2017, features 
14 tracks, including “HUMBLE.” “BLOOD.” and 
“YAH.”

Previously, the Pulitzer board has given 
out special honors to famous musicians Bob 

Dylan, Duke Ellington, George Gershwin, 
Thelonious Monk, John Coltrane and Hank 
Williams, but never a rapper and never in the 
music category. 

The Compton-born superstar has won 12 
Grammys, ϐive for DAMN., and been nominat-
ed for 29 Grammys.

Lamar is known for his piercing lyrics, 
political statements and his ϐired-up (some-
times literally) performances. 

In addition to several other winners, Mia 
Farrow’s son Ronan Farrow Jodi Kantor, The 
New Yorker and the New York Times were 
also awarded a 2018 Pulitzer Prize for Pub-
lic Service for their exposés on Harvey Wein-
stein and the resulting #metoo movement.

This is the 102nd year that the Pulitzer 
Prizes have been awarded for excellence in 
journalism and the arts.

KENDRICK LAMAR MAKES HISTORY WITH
PULITZER PRIZE WIN FOR DAMN

Following bit parts in both 
Game of Thrones and 

Bridget Jones’ Baby, British 
pop star Ed Sheeran is re-
portedly being considered for 
a role in Danny Boyle’s next 
ϐilm. Although the as-yet-un-
titled movie is a musical 
comedy, it’s unclear whether 
Sheeran will be contributing 
one of his Caribbean-inϐlect-
ed songs to the soundtrack, 
or whether he’ll be solely in 
an on-camera role.

Boyle will reportedly be 
helming the next James Bond 
movie, currently titled Bond 
25. So far, development on the 
upcoming 007 ϐlick has been 
conspicuously slow-moving 
following the 2015 release 
of Spectre, which debuted 
to admittedly lukewarm re-
views. Hopefully, the stylish 
Trainspotting director will 
be able to get the ϐilm series 
back on track. Boyle is writ-
ing the spy thriller along with 
John Hodge, but his mysteri-
ous musical-comedy is ex-
pected to start shooting be-
fore the 25th installment of 
the long-running franchise. 
Currently, Boyle’s putting 
the last polishing touches 
on his highly-anticipated FX 
melodrama Trust, which he’s 
executive-producing and par-
tially directing.

Right now, the plot for 

Boyle’s musical comedy ϐilm 
is a closely-guarded secret, 
although Lily James (Baby 
Driver) is slated to star along-
side Himesh Patel (from the 
British soap Eastenders) and 
Saturday Night Live stalwart 
Kate McKinnon. Producers 
include Tim Bevan and Eric 
Fellner from Working Title, 
along with Matthew James 
Wilkinson and Bernie Bellew. 
What exactly Ed Sheeran’s 
role will be in the ϐilm, or 
how important it will be to 
the story is currently unclear.

Meanwhile, Grammy-win-
ning artist Sheeran has be-
come a pop-culture staple, 
following the success of songs 
like “Shape of You”, “Galway 
Girl,” and “Castle on the Hill”, 
particularly since he’s ap-

parently hell-bent on mak-
ing the transition from pop 
to television and ϐilm. He’s 
already made appearances 
on the Australian soap op-
era Home and Away (where 
he serenades Summer Bay 
residents with an impromp-
tu performance of “Thinking 
Out Loud”) and FX’s historical 
drama The Bastard Execu-
tioner (where he appeared in 
a recurring part as a schem-
ing, murderous protégé of a 
church elder, a performance 
the Telegraph not–so-nicely 
called “torturous.”)

Many Game of Thrones 
fans were less than pleased 
to see the inescapable star 
make a guest appearance 
on the HBO fantasy series 
last season as one of Lan-

nister’s guards, particularly 
when Sheeran abruptly burst 
into a winsome song that 
managed to warm the usu-
ally-stoic Arya Stark to the 
cockles. Viewers complained 
his appearance tossed their 
suspension of disbelief right 
out the window, although the 
episode’s director Jeremy Po-
deswa defended the decision, 
if only because the charac-
ter’s description required 
him to be a singer: “If peo-
ple didn’t know who Ed was, 
they wouldn’t have thought 
about it twice,” he said. While 
that may be a fair point, the 
fact is, Sheeran’s detractors 
are unlikely to be any hap-
pier to see him in a Danny 
Boyle movie than they were 
on Thrones.

ED SHEERAN IN TALKS FOR DANNY
BOYLE’S MUSIC-THEMED MOVIE

Ali Abbas Zafar’s Bharat is a story 
about a man and his journey during 

testing times for his country. The ϐilm 
will span over 70 years staring from 
1940’s, the ϐilm is based on the 2014 
Korean drama, An Ode To My Father. 
Salman’s brother-in-law, Atul Agniho-
tri is producing the ϐilm. After contin-
uous speculations around who will the 
leading lady of the ϐilm be, it has been 
conϐirmed that Priyanka Chopra will be 
seen opposite Salman Khan in the ϐilm. 

The duo will be seen together after 
a decade, they were last seen together 
in the ϐilm God Tussi Great Ho in 2008. 
Salman has already begun shooting for 
Bharat as Ali Abbas Zafar shared a pic-
ture of the actor conϐirming the begin-
ning of the shooting schedule of Bharat, 
Priyanka will however; join the sched-
ule in July this year.

Conϐirming the news about working 
in Bharat, Priyanka told a leading daily, 
“I’m looking forward to working with 
Salman and Ali after a considerable time. 
I’ve learnt a lot from them during our 
previous collaborations and I am excit-
ed to see what this one has to offer. I’m 

also looking forward to working with 
Atul, Alvira and the entire team. To all my 
well-wishers who have been patient and 
supportive, thank you for your constant 
support and I’ll see you at the movies.”

The ϐilm’s director, Ali Abbas Zafar 
also conϐirmed the news saying, “Bharat 
is Priyanka’s homecoming to Bollywood 
after having proved herself as a per-
former in a global TV show, Quantico, 
and in Hollywood. Bharat is rooted in In-

dia and its culture, spans over seven de-
cades and travels across the world. Pri-
yanka is the biggest Indian artist global-
ly today and a perfect ϐit for the ϐilm as 
she brings to the table her incredible tal-
ent and international appeal. Bharat is a 
mature, subtle love story and her char-
acter is the soul of the ϐilm. She stands 
shoulder-to-shoulder with Salman in his 
journey and is the catalyst who triggers 
what will be a turning point in the plot.”

PRIYANKA CHOPRA CONFIRMS BEING 
A PART OF SALMAN KHAN’S BHARAT

THIS WEEK’S TOP 10 SONGS ON BILLBOARD HOT 100
1. Drake- Nice For What
2. Drake- God’s Plan
3. Bebe Rexha and Florida Georgia Line- Meant To Be
4. Post Malone featuring Ty Dolla $ign- Psycho
5. BlocBoy JB featuring Drake- Look Alive
6. Zedd, Maren Morris and Grey- The Middle
7. Ed Sheeran- Perfect
8. Cardi B, Bad Bunny and J Balvin- I Like It
9. Lil Dicky featuring Chris Brown- Freaky Friday
10. Bruno Mars featuring Cardi B- Finesse [Remix] 


