S PM HAS ASSURED CONTINUED
SUPPORT TO FOOTBALL,

SAYS BHAICHUNG
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Teething
problems of GST
to be resolved in
2 months: CEA

New Delhi, Jun 30 (PTI):
Chief Economic Adviser
Arvind Subramanian to-
day exuded confidence of
resolving teething prob-
lems of GST implementa-
tion in one-two months.

“There will be some
hurdles initially. But we will
be able to remove them in
1-2 months,” Subramanian
told media after attending
the GST rollout ceremony
held in Parliament.

Describing the GST
as a “disruptive change”,
President Pranab
Mukherjee in his speech
said there are bound to
be some teething troubles
which will have to be re-
solved quickly to ensure
growth momentum of the
economy is not impacted.

“Initially, there will be
some problems, but both
Centre and states are de-
termined to resolve them,”
Central Vigilance Commis-
sioner KV Chowdary said.

GST is an important
move, he said, adding, it
will curb black-marketing
and improve ease of doing
business.

Asked if prices of some
goods will shoot up with
GST in place, he said, “That
is not correct, when the
government has said it is
revenue-neutral GST. The
government is not earning
additional revenue.”

Asked if GST will spur
economic growth, Senior
BJP leader and former Fi-
nance Minister Yashwant
Sinha said, “Let’s wait and
see. It is difficult to pre-
dict at this point of time.”

AIADMK member Na-
vaneethakrishnan said, “It

turn to pg03

South reviews shortage of essential commodities;
SP-Jalpaiguri assures security for Sikkim trucks

NamcHI, 01 Jur (IPR): A
meeting to review the short-
age of essential commodities
was held today under the
chairmanship of District Col-
lector, South. Along with the
DC (South), Senior Super-
intendent of Police (South),
Joint Directors of Animal
Husbandry, Livestock, Fisher-
ies and Veterinary Services,
Agriculture and Horticulture
Department, Sub Divisional
Magistrate (HQ), Station Head
Master (Namchi) and District
Civil Supplies Officer were
present in the meeting.

The meeting was held after
the Truck Drivers’ Association
submitted a memorandum
informing that they have de-
cided to stop plying to Siliguri
after reports of vehicles being
vandalized at Siliguri. As per
the submission of the Truck
Drivers’ Association, they are
ready to ply the trucks for sup-
ply of Essential Commaodities
under the security provided
by the government.

Accordingly, Senior Super-
intendent of Police (South)
communicated the matter to
Superintendent of Police, Jal-

paiguri who has assured to
take necessary action within
his jurisdiction. A meeting has
also been called on Monday
in this regard by the Siliguri
Commissioner to sort out the
problem which will be at-
tended by Additional Director
General of Police, Headquar-
ters, SP East and South. Ac-
cordingly, provision of escorts
to the trucks for transporta-
tion of Essential Commodities
shall be decided.

SDM and SDPO Ravangla
have been directed to keep
stock of at least 2,000 litres

of High Speed Diesel and Mo-
tor Spirit for emergency use.
Melli SHO has been directed
to continue rationing of 10
litres/vehicle
2,000 litres of HSD/MS buffer
stock for emergency use. SDM
Jorethang has been directed
to instruct the owner of the
pump to maintain 5,000 litres
of HSD/MS and accordingly
rationing be started as per the
availability of stock by SDM/
SDPO Jorethang.

SDM HQ and DCSO have
been directed to ensure min-
imum stocks of 3,000 litres of

maintaining

HSD/MS and to start rationing
of stock accordingly. As per
the report, only minimum
required stocks have been
maintained. SDM Yangang has
been directed to ensure at
least 2,000 litres of HSD/MS
to be used during emergency
situation. SHO Temi has been
directed to maintain at least
2,000 litres of HSD/MS to cope
with emergency situation.
Asreported by the DCSO/S,
at least 700 bookings have
been done till today at Nayu-
ma Indane and two trucks are
arriving on Sunday. Manager,

Nayuma Indane has also been
directed to set aside at least
100 re-filled LPG cylinders for
emergency use and remaining
may be distributed as per the
demand. SDM Jorethang has
been directed to instruct Man-
ager/In-charge State Trading
Corporation of Sikkim Jore-
thang to ensure stock of 100
re-filled LPG cylinders.

As per the report of Chief
Medical Officer (South) the
district is in short supply of
essential medicines.
sary requisitions for essential

Neces-
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Kovind, Meira
in direct contest

for president

NEw DELHI, JuL 1 (PTI):
The stage is set for a di-
rect contest between the
ruling NDA's presiden-
tial nominee Ram Nath
Kovind and the opposi-
tion-backed Meira Kumar
for the country’s top con-
stitutional post.

Today was the last day
for withdrawal of nomi-
nations for the presiden-
tial election scheduled for
July 17.

Barring Kovind and op-
position candidate Kumar,
the nominations of over
90 other candidates who
wanted to be in the race for
the post of president have
been rejected during the
scrutiny process.

Members of Parlia-
ment will cast their votes
using green- coloured
ballot papers, while MLAs
who vote in the presi-
dential election will used
pink-coloured ballots.

The process of print-
ing ballot papers will be-
gin tomorrow. The differ-
ent colours of the papers
will help the returning
officer count the votes
based on the value.

Total value of the elec-
toral college is 10,98,903.

The ballot boxes will
be brought to Delhi for
counting on July 20.

Country’s highest ropeway
swings out at Tsomgo

SANDEEP PRASAD
GANGTOK, 01 JuL:

onveyer & Ropeway

Services P. Ltd, in as-
sociation with Sikkim
Tourism and Civil Avia-
tion Department, today
dedicated the country’s
highest altitude passen-
ger ropeway at Tsomgo
here in East Sikkim today.

The ropeway takes
off from the shores of
Tsomgoat 12,313 ftabove
sea level and climbs up
a further 250 metres in
height, covering the jour-
ney in a 625 mtr ride.

The ropeway was in-
augurated by Tourism
Minister Ugen T. Gyatso
in the presence of Trans-
port Minister, DT Lepcha,
Parliamentary Secretaries
Pintso Chopel Lepcha and
Shyam Pradhan and Mem-
ber of Parliament (Rajya
Sabha), Hissay Lachungpa.

“We are extremely
delighted to commission
India’s highest passenger
ropeway. The ropeway
has all kinds of safety
features as per the latest
technology such as rope,
disc brake, rubber lin-
ers,” said CRSPL director,
Rachana Mukherjee.

The inbuilt capacity
of the ropeway is 800
passengers per hour
(PPH). With 12 cabins,
each with the capacity of

gers
has

transporting 6 passen-

and closing doors.

“We feel
ropeway will be a star
attraction for the tour-
ists and would definitely

the ropeway cabin
automatic opening

that the

boost tourism and in-
crease number of people
visiting Tsomgo Lake. It
will provide a new hori-
zon to the beautiful state
of Sikkim and provide
employment opportuni-
ties for local youth and

areas,”

Chakravarty.
“The

development of adjacent
said CRSPL man-
aging director, Shekhar

establishment
of the ropeway is a result
of hard work and dedi-
cation. It is sure to bring

people closer and it is
a step towards a better
future. The ropeway will
boost tourism and pro-
vide employment to the
youth of the area as well,”
Minister Gyatso said in
his address.

Courier services in Sikkim hit due to transport
uncertainties caused by Darjeeling unrest

KESANG DOMA BHUTIA
GANGTOK, 01 JuL:

One of the many repercus-
sions of the ongoing unrest
in Darjeeling has been the dis-
ruption in the transport of goods
from Siliguri to Gangtok and the
courier services in Sikkim have
also taken a hit.

Blue Dart’s branches locat-
ed in M.G Marg which provide
to and fro daily services from
Gangtok to Siliguri has been
going under loss since the an-
nouncement of the indefinite
strike in Darjeeling. Their last
delivery from Siliguri was on
26 Jun which was received by
the management during the

odd hours of 3 a.m and the only
batch dispatched for Siliguri
was on the very same day.

All important and urgent
documents for passport, college
admission documents, some
official documents are sent
through this service and they
are not willing to shoulder such
responsibility in these circum-
stances fearing loss and damage
of the same en route.

Prior to the bandh, another
courier company, DTDC used
to transport shipment of 60-70
packages to and fro per day but
now the company is also suffer-
ing losses. The mail van from
Siliguri has not made any de-
livery and due to this a bulk of

packages to be sent through the
same van has been lying around
in the office itself.

They have been sending the
packages through SNT buses
where one bag is charged Rs 100.

The Delhivery Private Limit-
ed, located in Tibet road, Gang-
tok provides courier services for
online shopping sites specifical-
ly catering to Amazon, one of the
largest online stores.

The Assistant Manager of
the said courier service stated
that prior to the bandh the com-
pany used to receive shipment
of about 1000 products in a day
and dispatch 200-300 packages.
However, the company’s busi-
ness has gone down by 50%

since the bandh was declared.
The shipment from Siliguri
comes only till Melli or Rangpo
and it has to be received by the
company from there on. This has
created a hassle for the company
and the business is suffering.
The Management of Air Ex-
press, Gangtok stated that they
are suffering a huge pecuniary
loss due to the present situation.
They stated that as of now
nothing has been done to address
the situation but the Courier Ser-
vice Providers have been called
by the Police Department on 03
Jul for a meeting. They hope the
Government will pay heed to
their plight and take measures to
redress the current situation.

DM-West passes orders to
check hoarding in light
of Gorkhaland-induced

supply disruptions

GEYZING, 01 JuL (IPR):
District Magistrate (West),
Kapil Meena, has passed
an order to control produc-
tion, supply and distribu-
tion of essential commod-
ities as provided under
Section 03 of the Essential
Commodities Act, 1955
due to the possibilities of
disruption in the normal
movement of heavy vehi-
cles, trucks, tankers carry-
ing essential commodities
to the district due to the
ongoing disturbances in
Darjeeling which have af-
fected the movement of

vehicles along National
Highway 10.
All  Sub Divisional

Magistrates in the dis-
trict have been directed
to form Sub-Divisional
inspection teams and
carry out intensive in-
spection of all bazaar
areas in their respective
jurisdictions.

In case of any vio-

lation found like illegal
hoarding, black market-
ing and unjustified esca-
lation in the commodity
prices, necessary legal
action shall be taken by
the concerned Station
Head Officer and Food
Inspectors as per the pe-
nal provision of Essential
Commodities Act, 1955.

All petroleum prod-
ucts/ fuel outlets in the
district have been in-
structed to ration the
sale of High Speed Die-
sel and Motor Spirit to
the buyers.

For the general public
not more than 10 liters
of HSD/MS will be given
per vehicle per day by the
petrol pumps on produc-
tion of requisite coupons/
permissions from the
designated authorities.

All petrol pumps in
the district are required
to maintain a minimum

turn to pg02

Panchayat office torched
in Kurseong, shutdown
completes 17 days

DARJEELING (WB), JuL
1 (PTI): A panchayat
office was set ablaze in
Darjeeling hills, where
the GJM today took out
processions in support of
its demand for a separate
Gorkhaland.

Normal life remained
crippled in the hills as
the indefinite shutdown
entered its 17th day.

Suspected Gorkha
Janamukti Morcha (GJM)
supporters set ablaze
the St Mary’s Gram Pan-
chayat office in Kurseong
last night, but the securi-
ty forces moved in quick-
ly and prevented it from
getting completely gut-
ted, the police said.

GJM supporters took
out processions in vari-
ous parts of the hills de-
manding a separate state
and a large gathering was
held at the Chowkbazar
area here.

The
sonnel

security per-
maintained a

close vigil

in the disturbed areas
even as Internet services
remained suspended.

Shops and business
establishments were
shut and transport was
off the roads.

The state government
had yesterday sought
10 companies (around
1,000 personnel) of the
CRPF to deal with the sit-
uation in the hills.

“We had earlier asked
for 10 CRPF companies
from the Centre. But
they had sent only four
companies of women po-
lice personnel and three
companies of the Sa-
shastra Seema Bal,” West
Bengal Director General
of Police Surajit Kar Pur-
kayastha had told report-
ers at the state secretari-
at in Kolkata.

“We  have again
sought 10 companies of
the CRPE” he had said.
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SikkimSCAN

Cardamom seedlings dlstrlbuted in North Sikkim

SUMMIT REPORT
MANGAN, 01 JuL:

training cum distri-

bution of cardamom
seedlings under Mission
Organic Value Chain De-
velopment- North East
Region for Rarik ward
of  Lingthem-Lingdem,
Passindong-Saffo and
Tingvong Gram Pancha-
yat Units was organized
by Horticulture and Cash
Crop Development De-
partment at Mantam,
North Sikkim on 30 Jun.

The programme was
attended by Chairperson
Transport Department,
Pintsho Namgyal Lep-
cha along with HCCDD

additional director, T. T.
Lepcha, deputy director,
Sankar Bhutia, Horti-
culture Inspector, N. K.
Bhandari, panchayat and
zilla members.
Additional  Director
(HCCDD), North in his ad-
dress informed that 500
hectares of land will be
covered in Upper Dzongu
and 50 lakh cardamom
seedlings will be distrib-
uted under the MOVCD
programme in the dis-
trict. He also informed
that the department is
trying for proper market
linkage for organic prod-
ucts and urged the bene-
ficiaries to produce more
organic seedlings.

He further added that
now the schemes are be-
ing brought under direct
benefit transfer (DBT)
system and benefits are
being distributed as per
the farmers trace net
identification area regis-
tration process.

Similarly, training
cum cardamom sapling
distribution programme
was organized by HC-
CDD for the beneficiaries
of Toong-Naga, Sing-
hik-Sentam and Ring-
him-Nampatam  GPUs
and the saplings were
provided by Cardamom
Grower’s Nursery Co-
operative Society under
MOVCD.

Tourism Minister condemns

attacks on Sikkim vehicles

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 01 JuL:
inister for Tourism & Civil Aviation Department,
Ugen T Gyatso Bhutia has criticized and con-
demned the attacks on Sikkim vehicles in Siliguri.

He said that this was setting up a dangerous trend
that was not good for national security.

The Minister was speaking as the chief guest at the
inaugural function of the Ropeway at Tsomgo in East
Sikkim today.

Further stating that Sikkim has been serving as a
soldier on the country’s borders, he condemned such
‘bullying’ of Sikkimese people.

“The people of Sikkim are great patriots but the
State is being ignored, suppressed and underestimat-
ed through such acts,” said the Minister.

Such incidents are a matter of great concern for
the country as well, he added.

SKM meets
in Chakung

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 01 JuL:
Aconstituency level

coordination  meet-
ing of Sikkim Krantikari
Morcha party was held at
Chakung, West Sikkim to-
day, a press release from
the party informs.

The meet was chaired
by CLC president, BR Sub-
ba and attended by party
members Bashant Khad-
ka, HS Subba, HR Tamang
and other functionaries.

The main motive of the
meeting was to strength-
en party activities in the
constituency and also to
get suggestions from party
workers to stimulate party
programmes and policies
in the coming days.

Senior leaders, while
addressing the gathering,
detailed the various party
activities currently under-
way along with upcoming
programmes of the party.

BJP-Sikkim
questions State’s
silence on
vandalizing of

Sikkim vehicles

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 01 JuL:
haratiya Janata Party

Sikkim has demand-
ed a clarification from the
State Government regard-
ing safety measures taken
up by the government to
tackle the vandalizing of
Sikkimese vehicles plying
to Siliguri, a press release
from the party informs.

Questioning the State
Government’s silence on
the matter, the party has
also condemned the West
Bengal government say-
ing that they are ‘mute
spectators of such unlaw-
ful deeds done by the an-
ti-Gorkhaland protesters’.

The party has fur-
ther said that the State
Home Ministry should
have stepped forward to
ensure the safety of Sik-
kimese people.

“Our Chief Minister
should have met with
the authorities of Bengal
government in the same
manner he openly sup-
ported the demand for

West officials conduct weekly field
visit to Yuksam sub- d1v131on

GYALSHING, 01 JuL [IPR]: Week-

Assessment inspection of
schools, PHSCs and ICDS centres
under Jorethang and Sikip

F“‘ i ol .l_+

ly field inspection visit by the
West District Administration was
conducted today in Yuksam sub-
division. The visit was led by DC
West accompanied by CMO, DPO
Disaster Management, CDPO,
SDM Yuksam, BDO Yuksam, con-
cerned Panchayats, ACF Yuksam,
Revenue Officers and police.

The team visited Rimbi vil-
lage wherein a cardamom seed-
ling distribution programme for
20 beneficiaries was held. These
seedlings were sponsored by
Panchayat funds in convergence
with MGNREGA.

The team then visited
Khechopalri lake where a meet-
ing was held with the manag-
ing committee to discuss future
plans of development around
the lake. It was suggested by the
DC that a future plan of action
may be prepared and all funds
may be utilized properly accord-
ing to the plan.

The team then visited ICDS
centre and Horticulture fields on
the way to Yuksam. In Melli area,
a meeting with land owners of
SSB acquired land for its battal-
ion headquarters also met the
DC to place their demands. The
new Village Administrative Cen-
tre at Khechopalri GPU was vis-
ited and suggestions given to the
Panchayats to further augment
their own sources of revenue.

A visit was made to the
Kanchenjunga falls to discuss

and finalize future development
activities around it. New toilet
being made by SBM Gramin and
plan to construct proper parking
space were taken up with the
Gram Panchayat.

At Yuksam the team visited
the PHC and saw the ongoing
construction of X-ray room facil-
ity. Team also saw the forest of-
fice and Kanchenjunga national
park check post cum interpreta-
tion centre where coordination

issues with other agencies and
plans for further involvement of
community in its development
were discussed.

Atthe SDM Office and BAC Yuk-
sam, important discussions were
held for further expansion, repair
and renovation of SDM Office for
which funds were recently re-
ceived. Also, a visit to the recently
constructed SDPO office was made
and issue of road connectivity to
this office was taken up.

Indian firm takes over construction
of Durga temple in Bhutan

JORETHANG, 01 JUL (IPR):
Sub Divisional Magistrate
(Jorethang), BC Rai, on
30 June completed the
assessment inspection of
schools, Physical Health
Sub Centers and Integrat-
ed Child Development
Scheme Centers under
Jorethang and Sikip Block
Administrative Center for
Best School/PHSC/ICDS
Award 2017.

Mr Rai was accom-
panied by officers of the
concerned departments.

The inspection team
visited Omchu Secondary
School, Salghari Second-
ary School, Denchong
Junior High School and
Nandugaon Senior Sec-
ondary School. Among
the PHSC’s Vok, Omchu
and Nandugaon PHSCs
were visited and in-
spected for the award.
Kholaghari, Sikip, Lamat-
en, Salghari, Lower Nan-
dugaon, Daragaon and
Majhigaon ICDS centers
were also inspected.

GAC condemns harassment
of Sikkim vehicles

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 01 JuL:
Gorkha Apex Commit-
tee has condemned
the vandalisation of Sik-
kim vehicles in Siliguri and
New Jalpaiguri. The com-
mittee has also rued the
silence from the Central
and State Governments of
West Bengal and Sikkim
regarding the matter.

A GAC press release
issued by the organisa-
tion’s chief advisor, RS
Gadaily, points out that
the Right to Freedom Act
(Article 19) guarantees
the freedom of speech
and expression as one of

its six freedoms, and yet
Sikkim was facing back-
lash for exercising this
freedom of expression as
provided by the Constitu-
tion of India.

GAC has called on the
West Bengal and Central
Governments to ensure
the safety of Sikkimese
people by providing se-
curity to the people and
vehicles of Sikkim.

“The failure to ad-
dress this issue in time
will not just create re-
gional tension but would
certainly create ripples
in Delhi too,” reads the
release.

THIMPHU, JuL 1 (PTI): A
prominent Indian infra-
structure firm has taken
over the construction of a
much-delayed Durga tem-
ple in Bhutan after the
project was hit by flaws
in its design and disagree-
ment among members of
a Hindu body governing
the temple, according to a
media report.

The construction
work of the temple at
Kuensel Phodrang in
Thimphu began in 2012
and was scheduled to be

as its design had some
flaws and also there was
disagreement among Hin-
du Dharma Samudaya of
Bhutan (HDSB) members,
Kuensel Online reported.

Following a directive
from the government,
Jaiprakash  Associates
Limited (JAL) has now
taken over the construc-
tion of the temple and it
will be completed by June
2018, it said.

After terminating
the earlier contract, JAL
was given the work to

Gorkhaland,” reads the | completed in 2014, but improve the architectur-
release. the project got delayed al design of the temple
DM-West passes orders
to check hoarding...

Contd from pg01 supply and distribu- daily basis to the DCSO

buffer stock of 1,000 li-
ters each of HSD & MS
excluding the dead stock
in the storage tank.

In case of emergen-
cies, 20 liters of HSD/ MS
is admissible on the pro-
duction of requisite cou-
pons/ permission from
the issuing authorities
on submission of valid
reason. Further, all pet-
rol pumps are directed to
maintain proper record
of sale of fuel.

In order to prevent
any malpractices in the

tion of other essential
commodities includ-
ing ration, edible items,
vegetables etc. all Block
Developmental Officers
were directed to carryout
inspection with the assis-
tance of police and Food
Department officials in
their respective blocks
and to submit report to
the concerned SDM on a
regular basis.

All petroleum outlets
as well as the Fair Prices
Shop will have to report
the stock position on a

(W) whom in turn will
submit the compiled re-
port to the District Mag-
istrate.

(The Essential Com-
modities Act was enact-
ed way back in 1955. It
has since been used by
the Government to regu-
late the production, sup-
ply and distribution of a
whole host of commodi-
ties it declares ‘essential
‘in order to make them
available to consumers
at fair prices.)

since the earlier designs
and constructions had
some flaws.

JAL volunteered to

construct the temple
with its own fund, the re-
port said.

“Work is in full swing
and going on smoothly.
The company will spend
about Nu 40M for the
construction,” said JAL

civil engineer and depu-
ty general manager Ajay
Pant.

“We had to dismantle
almost all the old struc-
tures, both inside and
outside, because of poor-
ly designed structures
and quality, Pant said.

“We had to remove
materials, including all
the statues, which were

made of fiberglass and
metal,” he said.

Pant said statues of
god or goddesses in the
Hindu temples should be
carved on the stone.

The plan now is to
bring statues and other
materials related to the
temple from Chennai, he
said. The temple’s main
statue will be Durga.
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Gangtok on
Sunday,

02 July
Temp: 25°C /18°C
Forecast: Some
sun, then turning
cloudy with a cou-
ple of showers and
a thunderstorm
Sunrise: 04:44 AM
Sunset: 06:34 PM

Plantation
drive in HC
complex

GANGTOK, 30 Jun [IPR]:
The High Court of Sikkim
undertook a plantation
drive at the Court prem-
ises here today.

Saplings were plant-
ed by Yogmaya Agniho-
tri, wife of Justice Satish
K Agnihotri [Chief Jus-
tice-High Court of Sik-
kim], Judge-High Court of
Sikkim, Justice Meenak-
shi Madan Rai, and
spouse of Justice Bhaskar
Raj Pradhan [Judge-High
Court of Sikkim], Manasa
Priyadarshana Pradhan.

The plantation drive
was undertaken as a
gesture to appreciate
the role of spouses who
have played a crucial
part in their hectic yet
fruitful lives.

Teething
problems of GST

to be resolved...

Contd from pg01
is the right move. GST will
benefit both consumers
and traders. Prices will
not increase. Tamil Nadu
is fully prepared. All in-
frastructure is in place for
smooth implementation.”
“I am happy that the
GST has come into exis-
tence. There are certain
things regarding proce-
dure and there are issues
related to rates, we should
sit down with traders. I
am sure the council will
take care of these things,”
former West Bengal fi-
nance minister and CPM
leader Asim Dasgupta told
PTI after the GST launch.
“l came here with
concurrence of my party
CPI-M because I was con-
nected with the framing
of the GST. I was chairman
of Empowered Committee
on GST way back in 2009.
I find that the framework
is still there.”

Thank you, Doc!

GANGTOK, 01 JuL: Interact Club
Council, Gangtok, comprising of the

Interact Clubs of West Point Senior
Secondary School, Enchey Senior
Secondary School, Tashi Namgyal

Academy,

Tathangchen Second-
ary School, Paljor Namgyal Girls
School and Kyi-de-Khang School

observed Doctors Day by offering
flowers to doctors in and around
Gangtok. The team thanked them
for their contribution and greeted
them on the occasion, a press re-
lease informs.

Blood Donation

on Doctors’ Day
SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 01 JuL:
Rotary Club of Gang-
tok South along with
Rotaract Club of Gangtok
Hills and Interact Club
Council, Gangtok, orga-
nized a blood donation
camp at STNM Hospital
as a part of Doctors’
Day celebrations today.
The club members also
offered khadas and
flowers to the doctors of
STNM hospital for their
service to the society.

SFA C-DIVISION S-LEAGUE

A tight draw and
a clean victory

SAGAR CHETTRI
GANGTOK, 01 JuL:

n the first match of the

day of the Sikkim Foot-
ball Association C Divi-
sion Sikkim-League here
at Paljor Stadium, Ranka
Football Club held Down-
town Football Club to a
1-1 draw.

With the help of Pra-
bhat Thapa in the 26th
minute, Downtown FC
ended the first half 1-0 in
the lead but in the second
half, Kigen Tashi scored
the equalizer for Ranka
FC in the 60th minute.

In the second match,
Lall Bazaar-Gangtok
outplayed New Moon
Hostel 3-0.

Binay Subba [27th
minute], Pramod Prad-
han [63rd] and Topden
Lepcha [70th] contribut-
ed one goal each in the
Lall Bazaar victory.

On Sunday, United Dz-
omsa Football Club will
take on Chujachen Sports
Academy in the first match
at 12:30 p.m., which will
be followed by another
match between Sadarain
Football Club and Football
Club Pakyong.

Police to penalise people taking
selfies on Digha-Sonepur bridge

PATNA, JuL 1 (PTI): The Patna police will penalise people
if they are found clicking selfies at the newly constructed

Digha-Sonepur bridge here.

. A penalty of Rs 600, effective

from today, will be charged from those found taking sel-

fies, police said. The move

comes following the death of

four people, in the last 20 days, who were trying to take

selfies at dangerous spots

on the bridge, they said. The

Traffic police will collect the penalty from those caught
taking selfies at Digha-Sonepur rail road bridge, Patna
Traffic Superintendent of Police (SP) PK Das said.

South reviews shortage of essential
commodities; SP-Jalpaiguri assures
security for Sikkim trucks

Contd from pg01

medicines have already
been submitted to the
head office.

MC.

Complexion: Fair

In  clw
n0.09(05)17 dated 23-05-2017 u/s

Details of the Missing Child
Name: MIKMA DOMA BHUTIA,
d/o Palden Wangyal Bhutia, r/o
Pakshep, Mangan, North Sikkim
Sex: Female

Age:17 years

Height: 4.5 feet

Clothes: Black track pant, yellow house dress of
Singhik School, white canvass.

Missing Since: 20/05/2017 evening from her resi-
dence at Pakshep,Mangan,North Sikkim.

If found/ seen please contact Mangan PS at
8388806750/ 8967688626

MISSING

Mangan PS case

The DCSO has been
directed to conduct a
meeting with all the
whole sellers of the
market to get the list of
essential commodities
along with number of
shop keepers required
for necessary escort ar-
rangements.

SHO Namchi was di-
rected to conduct a meet-
ing with the Truck Driv-
ers’ Association and get
the details of registration
of trucks along with the
names of drivers who are
ready to ply for supply of
essential commodities
with escort.

CMO South has been
directed to conduct

[-T notifies form for
Aadhaar-PAN linking

NEw DELHI, JuL 1 (PTI):
The Income Tax Depart-
ment has introduced a
one-page form for tax-
payers to manually apply
for linking their Aadhaar
with Permanent Account
Number (PAN), apart
from the available online
and SMS facilities.

An individual will
have to mention both PAN
and Aadhaar numbers,
the spelling of the names
mentioned on them and
give a signed declaration
that the Aadhaar number
provided in the applica-
tion form has “not been
provided” by them for the
purpose of linking it with
“any other PAN".

They will also have to
undertake a declaration
stating they have “not
been allotted any other
PAN than the one men-
tioned” on the form.

“I understand that
complete security and
confidentiality shall be en-

meeting with the entire
medicine vendors and
compile the list of es-
sential medicines along
with the quantities of
medicine. SP (South)
has been requested to
instruct the SHO con-
cerned to direct all the
construction sites to
stop back cutting, ex-
cavation (private/ pub-
lic) works till sufficient
fuel is available in the
market.

All the pump own-
ers/managers are di-
rected not to issue fuel
heavy machinery, only
machinery engaged for
clearance of roads are
authorized for the same.

APPLE IPHONE
IPHONE 5C 8GB
IPHONE 5S 16GB
IPHONE SE 16GB
IPHONE 6S 32GB

IPHONE6S 64GB

IPHONE 7 & 7plus

IPHONE6S PLUS 16GB 72000

GRAND OFFER

RAMOLA
LALL MARKET
MRP
31500
25000

39000
62000

72000

51500

CELLULAR
ROAD GANGTOK

sured for my personaliden-
tity data provided for the
purpose of Aadhaar-based
authentication,” the tax-
payer will state as part of
the declaration.

“The form is just an-
other procedure, via
the paper medium, to
link the Aadhaar with
the PAN database, as re-
quired from July 1. The
SMS and online modes
are also available,” a tax
department official said.

The department has
also formally notified, un-
der a CBDT notification
of June 29, the procedure
and format for “intimating
Aadhaar number to the I-T
Department by PAN hold-
er and quoting the same in
PAN applications”.

Taxpayers can link
their Aadhaar-PAN using a
mobile-based SMS service
(formatted message to be
sent to 567678 or 56161),
by logging on to the web-
site of PAN service provid-
ers like NSDL and UTIIT-
SL, by personally visiting a
PAN service centre or over
the e-filing website of the
tax department.

Similarly, the depart-
ment has specified in
detail the procedure for
quoting of Aadhaar in
new PAN application and
for changes or correction
in PAN data.

The department has
also specified to the PAN
and e-filing service pro-
viders that they “shall
ensure that the identity
of information of Aad-
haar holder, demograph-
ic as well as biometric, is
only used for submission
to the central identities
data repository of the
UIDAI for Aadhaar au-

thentication purpose”.

“Any deviation will be
treated as non-compliance
to security and confiden-
tiality clause or similar
clause of their respective
agreements/contracts
and may lead to applica-
ble penalty as per their
respective  agreements/
contracts,” the department
notification said.

The I-T department has
made it clear that taxpay-
ers without Aadhaar num-
ber or its enrolment ID will
not be able to e-file their in-
come tax return (ITR) from
today even as it has said
that in “no case” any PAN
will be invalidated.

The Supreme Court
had last month upheld
the validity of an Income
Tax Act provision (sec-
tion 139AA) making Aad-
haar mandatory for allot-
ment of PAN cards and
ITR filing, but had put a
partial stay on its imple-
mentation till a Constitu-
tion bench addressed the
issue of right to privacy.

The Central Board of
Direct Taxes (CBDT), the
policy- making body for
the I-T department, had
said on June 10 that the
apex court’s order had
only given a “partial re-
lief” to those who do not
have an Aadhaar or an
Aadhaar enrolment ID,
and the taxman, hence,
“will not cancel” the PAN
of such individuals.

Aadhaar has also
been made mandatory
for applying for PAN with
effect from July 1.

The department, as
per latest data, has linked
over 2.62 crore Aadhaar
numbers with its PAN da-
tabase.

KJM VARMA
BEIJING, JuL 1 (PTI):

mid a stand-off in the

Sikkim sector with
Chinese troops, India has
attended an SCO meet-
ing in China to enhance
anti-terrorism and bor-
der control mechanisms
among member nations,
the first plenary meeting
after India and Pakistan
became full members of
the China-dominated se-
curity grouping.

Seven Shanghai Co-
operation  Organisation
(SCO) member states in-
cluding China, India and
Russia participated in the
organisation’s meeting of
heads of border control
departments on Thursday
in Dalian, Northeast Chi-
na’s Liaoning Province.

Officials from the Indi-
an Embassy attended the
Dalian meeting of the SCO.

This is the first ple-
nary meeting since India
and Pakistan joined the
grouping in June. The
other members are Chi-
na, Russia, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan,  Tajikistan
and Uzbekistan.

India and Pakistan
last month became full
members of the SCO that
is increasingly seen as a
counterweight to NATO.

India’'s membership
was strongly pushed by
Russia while Pakistan’s
entry into the grouping
was backed by China.

Member states dis-
cussed how to cooperate
on combating terrorism,

India attends SCO
meeting in China amid
Sikkim stand-off

separatism and extrem-
ism, state-run Global
Times reported.

The members also
talked about a joint op-
eration along the border
to prevent trans-border
crimes and to improve the
organisation’s coopera-
tion on safeguarding bor-
der security at the SCO
meeting, the report said.

Border enforcement
cooperation is an import-
ant part of cooperation
between China and other
SCO member states, Chen
Dingwu, a senior official
at China’s Ministry of
Public Security’s Border
Control Department, said.

He said China values
the collaboration with
border control depart-
ments of other countries,
and has already built co-
operation mechanisms
with 11 neighbouring
countries, including SCO
members.

SCO member states
are willing to discuss
issues of common inter-
est based on equality as
provided by the Shang-
hai Spirit, SCO Secre-
tary-General Rashid Ali-
mov said.

Alimov said the SCO
will create a positive
political atmosphere to
comprehensively consol-
idate and develop trust,
respect and friendship.

The Chinese daily
said the Indian delega-
tion attended the meet-
ing “despite border rift
with China in the Sikkim
sector”.

CORRIGENDUM/EXTENSION OF LAST DATE FOR SUBMISSION OF BID

SIKK?

)

AWWAS BHAWAN, CHURCH ROAD, GANGTOK

SIKKIM HOUSING & DEVELOPMENT BOARD

In partial modification to the earlier Notice Inviting Bid for Project Development

OFFER PRICE
15000
19000
28000
41000

51000

(FREE BOSE SPEAKER)
(available on discount price )
OTHER BRAND AVAIABLE -

OPPO / VIVO /GIONEE (free selfi stick ) (Samsung xoami)
(GET DISCOUNTED PRICE OFFER ON ALL GADGETS & TRENDY ACCESSORIES)
FEEL FREE TO VISIT US FOR FREE DEMO

CONTACT - 9832062684 / 9733115163 (limited period offer till stock last)
(BAJAJ FINSERV EASY EMI 0% INTREST & PROCESSING FEE . ALL MOBILE HANDSETS AVAILABLE)

EXTRA OFFER
(free cover & temper glass)
(free cover & temper glass)
(free cover & temper glass)
(free headset move with
the beats . Rs.3499)
(FREE MINI SPORT
BT SOUND BOX)

Consultancy Services for “Construction of Residential Housing Complex at Lumsay,
5th Mile Tadong, Gangtok, East Sikkim”, advertised previously in Local and National
papers, please read the following changes in the said Notice viz:-
1. The last date of submission of Bid is extended till 12:30 PM of the 18th July,
2017.
2. The revised time for opening of bids by the Committee is 1:30 PM of 18th July,
2017.
3. The earnest money to be deposited is revised as Rs.1.00 lakhs.
All other terms and conditions remain unchanged. Further details and Appoint-
ment Document are available on our website www.sikkimudhd.org.
Sd/-
ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER,
SH&DB
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Enough!

Sikkim has realised that silence
is not always golden. It should
not fall silent again

ransporters have refused to run the Siliguri gaunt-

let, and, in keeping with the mood for indefinite-
ness prevailing in the neighbouring hills, have gone on
such a strike themselves when it comes to shipping
goods and merchandise from West Bengal to Sikkim
or vice versa. One sympathises with them. Why should
anyone drive into trouble when the agencies respon-
sible for law & order and safety seem disinclined to
ensure or demand it? Passenger jeeps, private vehicles
and taxis are also put at risk every time they venture
beyond Salugara deeper into West Bengal.

Here, what needs to also be recognised is that
the “situation” is not nearly as universally violent or
hostile as visuals from the episodes would suggest.
The attacks have been one-off incidents clearly car-
ried out by lumpen elements, which, during “normal”
times, go about their business as extortion artists
or political muscle for hire. That said, even one-off
incidents are not excusable and unless every single
incident is condemned, protested and followed-up,
they set Sikkim up for continued harassment till
much after the current excuses to target have run out
of juice. It is also important to bear in mind that the
impunity with which the attacks have been carried
out were emboldened by the Bengal administration’s
own track-record of ambushing Sikkim vehicles with
challans for obscure traffic violations. It is this atti-
tude which marked out Sikkim vehicles as easy prey
and the State’s support for Gorkhaland only freed the
criminally inclined hands to partake in the dadagiri
which the law enforcement agencies in Bengal were
already displaying. It thus becomes important for the
Sikkim Government to make a bigger noise about the
situation in Siliguri. It is not enough for the officials
here to speak to their counterparts in West Bengal
and present jurisdiction as an excuse for the absence
of a stronger engagement. To begin with, Sikkim has
to ensure that every incident of intimidation, harass-
ment and vandalisation is officially recorded even if
an official complaint has not been filed in Siliguri. It
should then present these specifics to authorities in
West Bengal and, at the very least, seek an update
on the legal follow-up. Do the authorities in Sikkim
know exactly how many hate crimes have been tar-
geted against Sikkim people in Siliguri since the let-
ter went out to the Home Minister in support of the
Gorkhaland demand? By now a special cell should
have been dedicated to keeping track of such inci-
dents. Otherwise, when officials here speak to their
counterparts in West Bengal, they will be speaking in
vague terms about “some” incidents. Babus need spe-
cifics. Present them with specific incidents and they
will have to respond with specific updates, otherwise
Sikkim’s security will also only be vaguely assured.

The present rash of attacks will eventually die
down, hopefully before anything more extreme hap-
pens. Sikkim'’s official protests - and condemnations
by political parties don’t count - should be put on re-
cord before that happens so that overt action is seen
to be taken, so that the Sikkimese know that the gov-
ernment here looks out for them with genuine con-
cern beyond Rangpo. About the current situation in
the neighboring hills, Sikkim had long adopted the
silent approach, and only now did it speak its mind
on the issue. Yes, the matter concerns WB and the
Centre, but surely, since Sikkim is dragged into it ev-
ery time anyways, it has the right to an opinion and
should have the freedom to express it. Also, intimida-
tion should not be the reason it holds back, because
the kind of harassment it is being subjected to is
clearly illegal and criminals should never be allowed
to influence governments or people. And this is why
the Sikkim Government should do more than speak
to counterparts and should take up the complaints
more resolutely. After all, not only does it have a right
to complain and speak on behalf of its people, it also
has a responsibility to ensure their safety.

Once a child bride, 21-year-old

scripts NEET success story

KoTA (RAJASTHAN),

JuL 1 was then 12, and his elder

After the Mayor’s Defeat, Lampedusian
Voters Face a Global Media Backlash

DANIELA DEBONO
theconversation.com

iusi Nicolini, the Nobel Prize-nominated, Olof

Palme Prize-winning and UNESCO-recognised
mayor of Lampedusa, Italy, has been voted out of
office. On June 11 2017 she came in third place
in the island’s municipal elections, with just 908
votes.

The news went way beyond the borders of this
migrant-flooded Mediterranean community of
6,000, which in recent years has found itself at the
centre of Europe’s refugee crisis.

“An Italian mayor won an international award
for helping migrants. Then she lost her job,” ex-
claimed one Washington Post headline.

Domestic and international media grieved
Nicolini as a fallen heroine, a local champion re-
pudiated by her own people. And the Lampedu-
sians, who were instrumental in Nicolini’s rise as
a humanitarian star, were denigrated and vilified,
deemed ignorant, backward and racist.

A MORAL COMMUNITY BUT AR-

BITRARY DETENTION
Since her election as mayor in 2012, Nicolini has
fed into an Italian narrative about Lampedusa as
the ideal, moral community.

She courted and embraced the media with stead-
fast zeal, becoming a staple on Italian TV programs.
She spoke about how, despite its size and the harsh
conditions it faces, Lampedusa chooses to welcome
immigrants because it is the right thing to do.

This largely quelled criticism of the bad treat-
ment migrants actually receive in Lampedusa,
where they are detained in a centre in Contrada
Imbriacola referred to as “the Hotspot”.

The human rights committee of the Italian sen-
ate has criticised the facility, suggesting that it de-
nies some migrants the right to asylum. Since the
centre is designed for very short stay (a maximum
of 48 hours), it provides no activities in-house and
access only to basic services.

But many people are held for much longer, even
exceeding 30 days. And this, the report concludes,
violates the fundamental right of freedom from ar-
bitrary detention.

The immigrant detention centre has also been
taken to task by the Italian human rights law expert
Fulvio Vassallo Paleologo. In a 2012 book, he de-
nounced the centre for its unlawful detention, use
of forced returns, and, in previous years, push-back
operations from neighbouring waters.

He recently reiterated these concerns:

“The treatment of migrants in Lampedusa is of-
ten worse, in fact, than in other parts of Italy, and
the situation, experts Glenda Garelli and Martina
Tazzioli say, did not improve with the introduction
of the EU’s “hotspot approach”. Conditions and pro-
cedures continue to fall below acceptable human
rights standards.”

But the issue rarely surfaces in the media. Only
when migrants protest (as they did on Lampedusa
on May 6) does the Hotspot garner some, if any at
all, domestic or international coverage.

Even then, the accompanying images of desper-
ate-looking men and burning buildings serve more
to instil fear than to highlight the precarious condi-
tions of the migrants stuck there.

EXOTIC, PURE AND BACKWARD
Generally, Lampedusians have been portrayed in
Italy as an exotic, pure island community; as “noble
savages” untainted by civilisation, more humane,
generous and hospitable than the rest of us.

Unknowingly, they have become part of what
the human rights and migration expert Paolo Cut-
titta called lo spettacolo del confine”, a “political

The “Door of Europe” monument, which commemorates migrants who died on
their journey, is seen on the southern Italian island of Lampedusa

i g R
Giusi Nicolini

spectacle” with “Lampedusa being the theatre of
the border play’” (his translation).

In the public imagination, Lampedusians were
an exceptional community. This narrative, which
Guisi Nicolini steadily spread across Italy and
abroad, caught like a spark in a dry haystack. Oth-
ers began feeding the fire.

Film director Gianfranco Rosi won the 2016 Ber-
lin Film Festival with a movie about Lampedusa.
His Fuocoammare (Fire at Sea) was celebrated as
an immersion “into a community on the margins”.

In it, Lampedusians are depicted as a backward
people, reminiscent of the Italian peasant in the
early 1900s.

I was on fieldwork in Lampedusa when the Ital-
ian national broadcaster RAI aired Fuocoammare
for the first time in October 2016, and I watched
the film in the main square there.

Amid the celebratory tone, there was also an
acute sense of disappointment in town. As | walked
that evening with a Lampedusian friend, I could
sense his jilted sense of pride.

I put on a brave face: It was nice to see Lampe-
dusa on the big screen.

He raised his eyebrows: Yes, it was.

“But why did Rosi show us in this way to the
world?” he asked.

“Have you ever seen my son eat spaghetti in that
way?” he added quickly, referring to a scene where
a little boy, depicted as wild and free (he runs bare-
foot around the island) is seen slurping away at a
plate of pasta.

A SHARED REPUDIATION
This view changed when the Lampedusians voted
out Nicolini. After the election the media so univer-
sally repudiated the people of Lampedusa that it
almost seemed like an orchestrated response.

Here are some headlines from June 12 2017:

“Lampedusa fires Mayor Nicolini, symbol of
hospitality and winner of the UNESCO peace prize”

(La Stampa); “UNESCO prize winner Nicolini loses
Lampedusa election” (European Post); “Lampedu-
sa rebukes Giusi Nicolini, the symbolic mayor of
migrants” (Affari Italiani).

A spray-painted message, quickly removed
by other Lampedusians, made the rounds, too. It
read: Grazie avete estirpato il cancro Lampedusano
(Thank you for removing the Lampedusian cancer).

The message, reported as shocking and insult-
ing, brought forth anti-racist moralising and a cas-
cade of social media support for Nicolini.

Everyone was trying to understand what had
happened in Lampedusa; baseless analyses mush-
roomed. Some claimed that the problem was a lack
of respect for the law, implying that the mayor had
ruffled feathers.

Others alleged that her defeat was friendly fire
from Pietro Bartolo, a Lampedusian who has also
been internationally feted for championing migration.

Nicolini herself cited jealousy, claiming that
her opponents accused her of “aspiring to more
awards and accolades instead of addressing the
issues that are dear to the inhabitants of Lampe-
dusa and Linosa.”

THE REAL LOCAL ISSUES
I shall refrain from conducting yet another analysis
of the election results.

Instead, I refer readers to the diligent analysis of
the Lampedusian collective Askavusa, tellingly titled
The elections in Lampedusa: An inevitable short cir-
cuit. It argues that Nicolini was ousted for reasons
that have nothing to do with migration. That she lost
because of maladministration of the island.

From the lack of potable water and the irregular
outsourcing of the waste management to a private
company that mistreats its (Lampedusian) employ-
ees, voters took many concerns to the polls on June
11. Under Nicolini’s watch, the island had also seen
unsanctioned construction, rampant nepotism and
militarisation.

There’s nothing radical about people choos-
ing their mayor based on local governance issues
rather than global ones. But false constructions, it
seems, make for better headlines.

This is what happens when a place becomes a
symbol. This community of islanders was reified
for moral purposes, its people commodified for po-
litical, cultural and economic gain.

In a convoluted way, this isn’t unlike the vili-
fication and dehumanisation that contributes to
the terrible treatment of undocumented migrants
worldwide. No one, including the Lampedusians,
deserves it.

[the writer is Fellow, Global Governance Pro-
gramme, Robert Schuman Centre for Advanced
Studies, European University Institute]

Would like to write, read and

TRISHA MUKHERJEE/ PTI

N
t
Author Ruskin Bond has his future \ i
chalked out - he wants to write aif
more, read more and sleep more.

Over 500 short stories, novellas,
essays and an autobiography later,
Bond - at 83 - stresses that there is a
lot more to be written.

sleep: Ruskin Bond at 83

Wi he change anything?
fiih “Perhaps, a few more love affairs,”
he replies promptly.

On a serious note, he wishes he had
been kinder to some people, particu-
larly his mother, who separated from
his father when Bond was eight and
married another man.

“I could have been a bit kinder to

(PTI): She was married off
at the tender age of eight, but
that never deterred Rupa Ya-
dav from pursuing her dream
of becoming a doctor.

Now 21, Rupa has secured
an all-India rank of 2,612
-- scoring 603 marks in this
year’s National Eligibility and
Entrance Test (NEET).

Her husband and broth-
er-in-law, both farmers, also
supported her all along, even
driving an auto to meet the
education expenses, disre-
garding villagers’ disparaging
remarks.

Born into a poverty-rid-
den farmer’s home in Kareri
village of Jaipur district, Rupa,
then a student of class III, and
her elder sister Rukma, were
wedded to Shankarlal, who

brother Babulal, respectively.

After her class X exams,
in which she scored 84 per
cent marks, her husband and
brother-in-law helped her
continue her studies.

Rupa continued to excel,
again scoring 84 per cent in
class XII exam, even as she
managed household chores at
the same time.

The same year, she en-
rolled herself for a B.Sc course
and also appeared for the AIP-
MT examination, securing an
all India rank of 23,000.

“Though I did not qualify
for a good government medi-
cal college, the AIPMT marks
encouraged my husband and
brother- in-law to send me to
Kota for preparing for MBBS
entrance test,” Rupa said.

The bucket list of the much-loved
children’s author is topped with a de-
sire to pen more children’s stories and
“gory” crime thrillers.

“Everybody wants another chil-
dren’s book. I'd like to do some good
gory crime stories, something of ev-
erything. That way you don’t get bored,
moving from one genre to the other,”
he told PTI.

However, the Landour-based writ-
er, who recently launched his auto-
biography “Lone Fox Dancing” here,
doesn’t like to write under pressure.

“I have accumulated publishers
over the years and now they are all af-
ter me - ‘Mr Bond, you owe us a book.
I am feeling a bit overworked. I don’t
like writing under pressure,” he says.

“So I will make them wait,” Bond
chuckles. Having spoken on several oc-
casions about his love for reading, it is

not surprising that he wishes to read
more books - not the latest bestsellers
but his favourite authors.

“I have read thousands of books,
but there are so many that I still hav-
en’'t read. And I am not talking of the
latest bestsellers, I am talking about
the books that I have missed over the
years by the writers I like,” he says.

He writes in his memoirs about
his fondness for authors such as Ag-
atha Christie, PG Wodehouse, Charles
Dickens, Somerset Maugham, George
Bernard Shaw, Jerome K Jerome and
Mark Twain.

)
He may have read two or three books
of a particular author, but now wants to
read more of the writer’s works.

“I like reading and good writing,”
he says.

Poke him a little further, and he
adds that he loves a good nap, too.

“I enjoy sleeping - I always have,”
he says simply.

Bond adds that he is a man who is
easily pleased - “not a difficult person;
I don’t think so anyway”.

By and large, Bond believes he has
lived a life without regrets.

But looking back on his life, would

people, maybe more understanding
of my mother - hadn’t been too cen-
sorious and been a little supportive.
Sometimes one feels guilty, that one
could’ve done more for someone,” he
reminisces.

Happiness, he believes, is an “elu-
sive” word. “But you could say content-
ment is there,” he says.

Written with Bond’s quintessential
wit and warmth, the autobiography,
published by Speaking Tiger, takes
readers back in time to the genesis of
some of his memorable works.

As for naming his autobiography,
given a chance, he says, he will call it
“Twenty-Two Steps”, after the 22 steps,
each of a different shape and size, that
lead to his quaint Ivy Cottage in the hills.

The book also contains over 50
photographs, some never published
before, capturing the author’s life.
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Children face the heat in Dar]eellng shutdown

DARJEELING (WB), JuLy 1 (PTI): Chil-
dren of Darjeeling hills are an unhappy
lot now with schools closed, Internet
suspended and playgrounds off-limits
due to the indefinite shutdown in the

hills since June 15.

Malls, cinema halls, the zoo also re-
main out of bounds for them.

“Our parents are not allowing us to
go outside and play. The police uncles
are not allowing us to play on the road.
Inside the house, there is no Internet.
We cannot play online games,”
Vivek Giri, 13, a student of class VII.

“With net connection off for the
last 15-16 days, we have been unable
to check our Facebook accounts or
Whatsapp messages. We are totally cut
off from the outside world as cable net-
works have also been snapped in a few
areas,” Roshan, a class VIII student of St
Joseph’s North Point, told PTI.

Travelling to other places during the
vacation has also hit a stonewall as they
cannot leave the hills during the ongo-

ing shutdown.

“My father had planned to take us to
Digha sea beach during our vacation. I
have never been to a sea beach, but now

said

due to this shutdown, all our plans have

gone for a toss,” said another student of

St Joseph’s North Point.

Most of the students in Darjeeling
either study in government schools or
in renowned boarding schools.

They were also apprehensive about
whether their friends, who have gone
home for the vacation, will return or
not due to the unrest in the hills.

“Earlier in 2009, when there was a

Prashant’s

shutdown, many of our friends had left
the school. They never came back. We
think a similar thing will happen this time
too,” said Prashant, a class XI student.
apprehension
shared by Robindra Subba, director of
Himali Boarding School in Kurseong.

In 2009, boarding schools witnessed
a 25 percent drop in the number of stu-
dents due to the unrest, he told PTI.

was

“After that, it took us five-six years
to get back the confidence that students
are safe in the hills. We don’t know what
will happen now,” Subba said.

Various boarding schools sent hun-

Although empty streets during bandhs used to be taken over by kids and their im-
promptu cricket and badminton games, it is different this time around. The tension
in the air does not allow for such fun & games for the young during bandhs. (a file
foto of shut shops and near-empty streets of Kalimpong on one of the, what is now

17-day old, indefinite general strike)

dreds of students safely to the plains
when Gorkha Janmukti Morcha (GJM)
gave a 12-hour window to the students
of all the boarding schools to leave on
June 23.

546 Indian
nationals in
Pak jails

SAJJAD HUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD, JuL 1 (PTI):
At least 546 Indian

nationals, including
nearly 500 fishermen, are
languishing in Pakistani
jails, according to a list
the Pakistan government
handed over to the Indian
envoy here today.

The list was given to
High Commissioner Gau-
tam Bambawale under the
Consular Access Agreement
signed between the two
countries on May 21, 2008.

The foreign office said
the Indian prisoners in-
cluded “52 civilians and
494 fishermen”.

It said the “step is con-
sistent with the provisions
of the Consular Access
Agreement”, under which
both countries were re-
quired to exchange lists of
prisoners in each other’s
custody twice a year - on
January 1 and July 1.

The foreign office said
the Indian government
will also hand over a list
of its prisoners in India
to Pakistan High Commis-
sion in New Delhi.

According to the list
Islamabad shared with In-
dia on January 1 this year,
there were 351 Indian
prisoners held in Pakistan,
including 54 civilians and
297 fishermen.

The foreign office said
219 Indian fishermen
were released on January
6 this year and added that
Pakistan would release
another 77 fishermen and
one civilian on July 10.

Fresh landslides in Himachal,
Assam flood situation grim

New DELHI, JuL 1 (PTI): Tor-
rential rains triggered fresh
landslides in Himachal Pradesh,
even as the flood situation in As-
sam remained grim with more
rains likely to hit the northeast
region tomorrow.

The weatherman has pre-
dicted very heavy rains in Me-
ghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur,
Mizoram, Tripura, sub-Hima-
layan West Bengal, Sikkim, Bihar
and eastern Uttar Pradesh.

A downpour is “very likely”
in Arunachal Pradesh, Gangetic
West Bengal, Odisha, Jharkhand,
west Uttar Pradesh, Uttara-
khand, Gujarat, Goa, Chhattis-
garh and coastal Karnataka.

The maximum temperature
in Rajasthan, Haryana and Pun-
jab, which received rains over
the last two-three days, was re-
corded below the season’s aver-
age at most of the places.

A fresh spell of rains and a
cloud cover thereafter kept the
heat at bay in the national capital.

Several parts of the city
gauged rainfall between 9.8 mm
and 15.9 mm. It had a high of
35.1 degrees Celsius and a low
of 25.4 degrees Celsius. Light
rains and thundershowers are
likely tomorrow.

A 17-year-old youth was
killed after a cloudburst struck
avillage in south Kashmir’s Kul-
gam district last night.

Meanwhile, the 300-km-long
Jammu-Srinagar national high-
way, the only all-weather road
connecting the Valley to the rest
of India, was reopened for ve-
hicular traffic after a day-long
closure due to rainfall-induced
landslides in Ramban and Ud-
hampur districts of Jammu and
Kashmir.

Widespread rains led to

fresh landslides in Himachal
Pradesh. The Manali-Leh road
was blocked near Koksar.

The MeT office has predict-
ed moderate to heavy rains and
thundershowers in the mid and
lower hills, and snow and rains
in the higher reaches up to July 7.

In Assam, floods have affect-
ed more than 2.68 lakh people
in Barpeta, Lakhimpur, Jorhat,
Karimganj, Cachar, Dhemaji,
Karbi Anglong and Biswanath
districts.

The Assam State Disaster
Management Authority’s report
said 453 villages have been in-
undated and over 5,272 hect-
ares of crop area damaged by
the swirling flood waters.

Karimganj is the worst hit
with 1.53 lakh sufferers.

76,000 people have been
affected in Lakhimpur. 5,670
people have taken shelter in

269 relief camps set up in four
districts.

The southwest monsoon ad-
vanced into the remaining parts
of Bihar.

Heavy and very heavy show-
ers drenched northern Bihar,
while the southern part of the
state received light to moderate
rainfall in the last 24 hours.

Patna gauged 0.7 mm of pre-
cipitation, Gaya 0.6 mm and Pur-
nea and 7.7 mm. Humidity levels
soared up to 100 per cent in Pat-
na, Gaya, Bhagalpur and Purnea.

It was another wet day for
Punjab and Haryana. Rains over
the last two-three days have ar-
rested the rise of the mercury in
the region.

The maximum temperature
in the two states remained be-
low the normal levels and was
recorded in the mid 30s at most
of the places.

“Inclusive conception”

of country

“under attack”: Sonia Gandhi

NEw DELH]I, JuL 1 (PTI): Making
a veiled attack on the government,
Congress President Sonia Gand-
hi today said the “inclusive con-
ception” of the country is “under
attack” and the nation was facing
a great challenge in the form “do-
mestic misrule”.

She said the press was being
“pressured to obey and applaud”
rather than to question and speak-
ing the truth was the imperative of
the present age.

She was speaking at a func-

visitus at

www.summittimes.

tion here where President Pranab
Mukherjee released a commemo-
rative publication of the National
Herald newspaper on ‘70 years of
India’s Independence’.

“The National Herald evokes a
time when nationalism fought for-
eign rule. But domestic misrule is
as great a challenge for our coun-
try,” Gandhi said.

“At a time when the inclusive
conception of our nation is under
attack, and the press is pressured
to obey and applaud rather than

to question, speaking truth to
power is the imperative of our
age,” she said.

She said the ‘National Herald’
newspaper, which was run by the
Congress, was a reminder of “what
is precious about the India which
its founders fought to free”.

The Congress chief called for
working together “to safeguard an
India in which each person’s voice
can be raised and heard -- most of
all the voices of those who ques-
tion and disagree.”

China’s jailed dissident to get
traditional medicine therapy

BEIJING, JuL 1 (PTI): China’s

Longhua Hospital

under the

ernment.

jailed dissident and Nobel Lau-
reate Liu Xiaobo will be given
traditional Chinese medicine
therapy to treat his liver cancer,
experts said even as Beijing re-
jected global calls for his treat-
ment abroad.

Liu’s wife Liu Xia has agreed
to treat Liu with traditional Chi-
nese medicine therapy after two
top experts held a group consul-
tation on him, state-run Global
Times reported.

Two experienced experts
specialising in liver cancer
treatment from Beijing-based
Guang’anmen Hospital and the

Shanghai University of Tradi-
tional Chinese Medicine held a
group consultation on treatment
to be given to 61-year-old Liu,
the report said.

He was receiving treatment
at the No 1 Hospital of the China
Medical University in Shenyang
after his release on medical pa-
role.

Liu is serving a 11-year sen-
tence since 2009 for carrying
out pro-democracy movement
challenging the one-party rule
of the Communist Party of Chi-
na (CPC). He was accused of at-
tempting to overthrow the gov-

His relatives and interna-
tional human rights groups had
called for his release and permit
him to go abroad to get better
treatment. China had refused
the permission to go abroad.

Experts said the hospital’s
diagnosis of Liu was conclusive
and the treatment Liu received
was clear. They suggested using
traditional Chinese medicine as
an adjuvant therapy to improve
the sensitivity of drugs and re-
duce side effects, the report said.

After receiving consultation
result from the experts, Liu’s
wife Liu Xia said she believed

the hospital had done its best.
She agreed to the traditional
Chinese medicine treatment,
and expressed her gratitude to
medical experts, local officials
said.

According to personal infor-
mation recorded at Jinzhou Pris-
on, where Liu served his sen-
tence, he had hepatitis B before
going to the prison.

The prison had organised
physical examination for him
once a year and had arranged a
round visit every 15 days. The
prison had added screen checks
for hepatitis and tumour for Liu
since 2012, the report said.

com

Arunachal Pradesh
launches e-Inner Line
Permit programme

ITANAGAR, JuL 1 (PTI):
Arunachal Pradesh has
launched the e-Inner
Line Permit (eILP) pro-
gramme as a digital step
for hassle-free entry of
domestic visitors to the
frontier state.

Chief Minister
Pema Khandu yester-
day launched the www.
arunachalilp.com, a web
portal that will assist
visitors to apply for and
obtain the mandatory
ILP, online from any-
where in the country.

Conceptualised by
the State Council for IT
and e-Governance and
developed by Bohniman
Systems Private Limit-
ed for the department
of Information Technol-
ogy, the system is fea-
ture-rich and will allow
online submission of re-
quired documents, pho-
tograph and payment by
a visitor or group of visi-
tors to the state.

The system is mo-
bile-responsible and
hence the ILPs to be is-
sued now will be paper-
less, an official release
today said.

Congratulating  the
department for the ini-
tiative, Khandu said the

hassle-free and paperless
system will lead to signif-
icant increase in number
of visitors to the state,
the release said.

He emphasised on
providing training to the
personnel at designated
offices of resident com-
missioners, deputy resi-
dent commissioners and
deputy commissioners
so that they are familiar
with the system and can
issue ILPs promptly.

As the issued ILP will
now have bar and QR
codes for verification,
Khandu said security per-
sonnel manning the entry
gates will have to be prop-
erly trained and equipped
so that entries with fake
ILPs are detected.

IT Special Secretary
Prince Dhawan said after
fulfilling all criteria online,
visitors will receive the
ILPs with unique identity
number and codes in soft
copy in their emails, which
can also be displayed on
their mobile handsets or
tabs at the entry gates.

Visitors will also have
the option to avail ILPs
at entry gates and oth-
er designated places on
payment of fees, the re-
lease added.

B’desh marks 1st anniv
of Dhaka terror attack

ANISUR RAHMAN
DHAKA, JuL 1 (PTI):
ne year after the worst
terror attack in Ban-
gladesh, a popular cafe
here which was the site of
the horror was reopened
today even as the coun-
try was grappling to rein
in radical Islamists and
searching for the five re-
maining terrorists behind
the gruesome incident.
The Holey Artisan
Bakery and O’ Kitchen
restaurant in the upmar-
ket Gulshan area was
opened for the public to
pay respects to the 22
people, including an Indi-
an girl, killed in the attack.
Representatives of
various political parties,
including the ruling Awami
League, opposition Bangla-
desh Nationalist Party, and
various civil society groups
and police personnel paid
their respects and laid
flowers at the site.
Bangladesh expressed
gratitude to individuals

and foreign countries like
India, Japan and the US
for supporting it during
its ‘difficult one year’
since the July 1 attack.

“We're grateful to the
people and governments
who stood by Bangladesh
during a difficult last one
year,” State Minister for
Foreign Affairs Shahriar
Alam said.

“We remember those
who lost their lives in
Holey Artisan Bakery
with deep respect and
convey deep sympathy
to their families and gov-
ernments of their coun-
tries,” Alam said on his
official Facebook page.

On the evening of
July 1, five operatives of
Islamic State-inclined
Neo-Jamaatul =~ Mujahi-
deen Bangladesh (Neo-
JMB) stormed into the
eatery and started firing
indiscriminately.

They then brutally
killed the hostages with
guns and machetes.
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Visva-bharati
forms panel
to examine
script of film
on Tagore

KoLKATA, JuL 1 (PTI):
Visva-Bharati University
has set up a committee
to examine the script of
‘Nalini, a bi-lingual film
based on the platonic
relationship between a
teenage Rabindranath
Tagore and Marathi girl
Annapurna Turkhud.

“We have formed a
committee to examine
the contents of the script
which has been sent to the
university by the produc-
tion house,” Visva-Bharati
officiating Vice-Chancellor
Swapan Kumar Datta said.

“Besides ensuring
that there is no fictional
portrayal in Gurudev’s
(Tagore’s) life, we have to
keep in mind factors in-
cluding public sentiment,
his millions of followers
and ashramites and oth-
ers,” Datta told PTI.

Headed by the VC, the
eight-member commit-
tee has Jnanpith award
winning poet Sankha
Ghosh, who is an authori-
ty on Tagore.

Datta said, “We have
to ensure that solemnity
associated with Tagore is
not harmed in this work.”

“We will scrutinise the
historicity of a phase of
Tagore’s life as claimed by
the makers on a personal
level before giving con-
sent to shoot,” he said.

Director of the film
Ujjwal Chatterjee said,
“We have done extensive
research on 17-year-old
Tagore’s relationship with
Annapurna Turkhad in
1878-79. She had initiated
the young Rabindranath to
the western culture before
his trip to the UK.

She was the daughter
of a family friend of the
Tagore family living in
Maharashtra.”

He said, “The scenes
will be based on written
documents and it will be
platonic”.

The Marathi-Bengali
biopic is being produced
by Priyanka Chopra’s
‘Purple Pebble Pictures’.

Last week, the VC had
convened a meeting of the
committee with Chatterjee,
who had directed ‘Escape
from Taliban’ years back.

Chatterjee had said
earlier that the film will be
narrated from the point of
view of a young student
who visits Santiniketan
in 2017 and comes across
a picture of Annapurna
captioned ‘Nalini’ and the
sequences would unfold
from there.

“I would appreciate
if there was no effort to
sensationalise and fic-
tionalise certain period of
Tagore’s life in isolation.
Rather, there should be
a bid to explore Gurudev
and his gamut of works,
philosophy in its entirety,”
the VC said.
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PM has assured continued support
to football, says Bhaichung

NEw DELH], JuL 1 (PTI): Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has as-
sured former captain Bhaichung
Bhutia of unflinching support to
football even after the FIFA U-17
World Cup.

With less than 100 days left for
the country’s first-ever FIFA tour-
nament, Bhutia thanked Modi for
his “continuous support to Indian
football”.

“The Honourable Prime Min-
ister’s passion for sports is really
admirable,” Bhutia said a day after

Modi met Indian sporting legends
during the inauguration of a stadi-
um in Ahmedabad.

“The Prime Minister has been
possibly the biggest supporter of
the FIFA U-17 World Cup. He has
been standing beside Indian foot-
ball all throughout and it’s such
an inspiration for the footballing
fraternity, Bhutia, the first Indian
footballer to play over 100 inter-
national matches, stated.

“I thanked him for promot-
ing Indian football. The Prime

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with the sports-persons at the ceremony to
inaugurate the TransStadia Integrated Sports & Entertainment Arena Proj-
ect & Khel Mahakhumbh-2017, in Ahmedabad, Gujarat on 30 June, 2017.
Bhaichung (standing first from left) was also present for the event.

Minister assured me of his con-
tinued support for the U-17 World
Cup, adding that he will continue
supporting football even after the
World Cup ends,” Bhutia added.

Modi also made a special men-
tion of the Indian football legend
bringing laurels to the country.

Modi had in the past, in his ad-
dress to the nation, acknowledged
the rising popularity of football in
India and has called for the cre-
ation of right atmosphere for its
development.

The FIFA U-17 World Cup India
2017 is slated to kick off on October
6, with the official draw scheduled
to take place in Mumbai on July 7.

India take on Pakistan In

ICC Wom

Derby, Jul 1 (PTI): Their confidence on an
all-time high after back-to-back wins, In-
dia would look to continue their unbeaten
streak when they clash against arch-rivals
Pakistan in their third game of the ICC Wom-
en’s World Cup, here Sunday.

The Indian eves, enjoying rich vein of
form, would definitely start as overwhelm-
ing favourites against Pakistan, who looked
below-par in the tournament so far.

As far as their recent form is concerned,
India comprehensively won their last four
ODI series, first whitewashing Sri Lanka and
the West Indies at home and then beating
South Africa in the finals of the World Cup
qualifier as well as the quadrangular series.

The Indians continued from where they
left in the qualifiers and registered compre-
hensive victories in their first two matches.

India made a dream start to the tourna-
ment by stunning hosts England by 35 runs
before trouncing West Indies by seven wick-
ets in their next encounter.

Sana Mir-led Pakistan, on the other hand,
are yet to taste victory in the tournament.
They have lost by three wickets against
South Africa before being handed a heavy
107 runs defeat via D/L method by England.

And come tomorrow, they would be des-
perate to open their account and what better
it can be if they can taste success at the ex-
pense of traditional rivals India.

But it would be easier said than done as
India are looking a completely different side
in this tournament. The Indians have so far
excelled in all three departments of the game.

While the batters stole the limelight against
England, it was the chance of the bowlers to
shine against West Indies as they restricted

't

en’s World Cup

the Caribbeans to a paltry 183 for eight.

Spin trio of Deepti Sharma (2/27), Poo-
nam Yadav (2/19) and Harmanpreet Kaur
(2/42) demolished West Indies the other day.

She might not have picked up any wickets
in the first two games, but Jhulan Goswami,
the highest wicket-taker in ODI history, will
lead the Indian bowling attack and would be
desperate to contribute to the team’s cause.

On the batting front, opener Smriti Mand-
hana looked to be enjoying the form of her life.

The left-hander, who has made a fine
return from injury, followed up her 90-run
knock against England with a smashing 106
off just 108 balls against the West Indies to
set up the base for India’s chase.

With 196 runs in just two games, the
20-year-old Mandhana has no intention of
stopping and she has already warned that
there is a lot more to come.

“I'm not satisfied at all, [ haven’t worked
really hard for the last five months to get fit
just for a 90 or a hundred. I want to do well
for India and win the World Cup for India.
That’s what I've been craving for in the last
five months,” she had said.

Besides Mandhana, skipper Mithali Raj
too is in tremendous touch. She struck a re-
cord-breaking seven successive half centu-
ries before the streak got snapped in the last
game against West Indies.

Against West Indies (46), Raj fell just
four runs short of what could have been her
eighth successive half century.

But the Indians will have to be on their
toes tomorrow as plenty of emotions run in
any Indo-Pak encounter and eventually the
team which can hold their nerve better will
have an edge over their rival.

Match starts at 3 pm IST.

Mumbai City FC retains goal-

keeper Amrinder Singh

MumBal, JuL 1 (PTI): Mumbai
City FC has retained India’s astute
goalkeeper Amrinder Singh for the
fourth season of the Indian Super
League. Amrinder was instrumen-
tal in Mumbai City FC’s impressive
performances last season, taking
the club into the semi- finals.

The 24-year-old captained
the Indian team at the AFC un-
der-23 championship qualifiers
in Bangladesh in 2016 and since
then he is in blistering form.

Amrinder made six appear-
ances for Mumbai City FC in

season 3 of the ISL, keeping five

Eve-teasing incident:
youth held after Face-
book post by girl

MANGALURU, JuL 1 (PTI): The
Facebook post by a girl in which
she narrated the harrowing ex-
perience of being followed by a
youth on scooter while walking
along the road has led to the ar-
rest of the culprit.

Rizwan (29), the owner of the
scooter and a resident of Jeppu
near here, was arrested yester-
day, police said.

The police, who had taken a
suo motu case based on the Face-
book post, had traced the scoot-
er owner from the picture of the
number plate the girl had posted
on Facebook.

The girl, Rashmi Shetty, had

FIFA shifts India’s
U-17 World Cup

group matches
to Delhi

NEw DELH], JuL 1 (PTI):
Heeding to the govern-
ment’s request, football’s
world governing body,
FIFA today shifted India’s
group matches of the up-
coming U-17 World Cup
from Mumbai to the na-
tional capital.

The All India Football
Federation (AIFF) initial-
ly wanted Mumbiai to host
India’s matches but later
asked FIFA to shift them
to New Delhi under pres-
sure from the sports min-
istry. The government felt
it was appropriate that
the national capital hosts
the home team’s matches.

“Following a request
from the All India Foot-
ball Federation to hold
the group matches of the
FIFA U-17 World Cup India
2017 in which India are
playing in New Delhi, and
the fruitful discussions be-
tween the Local Organising
Committee (LOC) and the
local government, FIFA has
agreed to amend the match
schedule,” the Local Organ-
ising Committee (LOC)
said in a statement.

As per the amended
schedule, Group A, fea-
turing the home team,
which is automatical-
ly seeded as Al, will be
based in New Delhi and
teams of Group B will be
based in Navi Mumbai.

Matches  for  the
knockout stage remain as
planned before.

Acknowledging the in-
creased efforts of the local
authorities and the LOC in
connection with the re-
quested amendment, FI-
FA's Head of Tournaments
Jaime Yarza said: “Atten-

dance, especially in the
venue where the home
team plays its matches,
is one of the priorities of
the FIFA U-17 World Cup
India 2017, crucial to
achieving the purpose of
better positioning foot-
ball in the country, so
the government’s com-
mitment in this regard is
highly appreciated.

“The presence of the
secretary of sports at
the meetings concerning
the state of the works in
the stadium and train-
ing sites sends a positive
message and reflects the
strong involvement of
the authorities.

“We expect this in-
volvement to extend into
the area of pollution pre-
vention, which has been
an important topic dis-
cussed in relation to the
tournament, in particular
in Delhi. We are now ex-
pecting an action response
plan to prevent pollution
levels from affecting the
tournament, which ideally
should continue beyond
the tournament.”

Besides India, who
are automatically quali-
fied as hosts, the follow-
ing teams have booked
their tickets to the com-
petition: Iran, Iraq, Japan,
Korea DPR (Asia); New
Caledonia, New Zealand
(Oceania); Brazil, Chile,
Colombia, Paraguay
(South America); Costa
Rica, Honduras, Mexi-
co, USA (North, Central
America and Caribbean);
England, France, Germa-
ny, Spain, Turkey (Eu-
rope); Mali, Niger, Ghana,
and Guinea (Arica).
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clean sheets under his belt and
also won the ISL Season 3 Gold-
en Glove Award.

On being retained by Mum-
bai City FC, Amrinder Singh said,
“I'm very happy to be back in the

city of dreams. Last season with
the club was great as we finished
top of the table but I'm back to
complete the job and give the
fans a reason to celebrate.”
Ranbir Kapoor, Team owner,

Mumbai City FC said, “We are all
gearing up in the best way pos-
sible for the next season of the
Indian Super League and we are
extremely glad to have Amrind-
er back for us this season.

put up the post on June 25 about
the man who stalked her on
broad daylight as she was walking
through a prime area in the city.

The post had gone viral in the
social media.
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Israeli singer wishes to re-live her Bollywood dream

HARINDER MISHRA

Lop (ISRAEL), JuL 1 (PTI):

Liora Itzhak, chosen to sing the national
anthems of Israel and India to welcome

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, wishes to re-

live her Bollywood dream yet again.

Born in Israel to Indian immigrant par-
ents from Mumbai, Liora had to abandon that
dream in the 1990s due to “homesickness”.

She flew to India at the age of 15 to study
Indian classical music at Sur Sarvadhan in-
stitute in Pune.

After learning Indian classical music with
gurus like Padma Talwarkar, Pandit Suresh
Talvarkar she also learned light bhajan and
ghazal singing between 1991 and 1998.

Liora’s Bollywood break came with an

opportunity to sing in the movie ‘Dil ka Doc-
tor’. She also sang along with renowned In-
dian singers like Kumar Sanu, Udit Narayan
and Sonu Nigam during this period.

However, when her Bollywood career
seemed to have just taken off, she felt very
homesick having stayed away from her fam-
ily for eight years. She declined some of the
offers that came her way and decided to
come back to Israel.

“I was 23 and terribly homesick having
spent eight years away in difficult condi-
tions from my parents and siblings. I love In-
dia but I just could not bear this separation
anymore”, Liora told PTIL.

Following the huge popularity record-
ed by what she calls her Israeli Bollywood

number, “mala mala”, in 2016 which has
made her a popular name in the Israeli mu-
sical industry, she aspires to once again live
her abandoned Bollywood dream.

Liora’s other song, ‘Tu hai mera pyar pe-
hla) a fusion of Hindi and Hebrew words, in
collaboration with famous singer Idan Raic-
hel has made her a household name in Israel.

She was also selected by the Israeli Pres-
ident’s office in 2015 to sing at the banquet
dinner hosted in honour of Indian President
Pranab Mukherjee during his visit to Israel.

She will sing at the dinner hosted by Is-
raeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
in honour of Modi, who will be first Indi-
an prime minister to visit the Jewish state
from July 4.
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Maruti cuts
prices by up
to 3% to pass
on GST relief

NEw DELH], JuL 1 (PTI):
Top automaker Maruti
Suzuki India (MSI) has
slashed prices of its mod-
els by up to 3 per cent
with immediate effect in
order to pass on GST ben-
efit to its customers.

In a statement today,
the company said it has
transmitted the entire
benefit of GST rates on ve-
hicles to its buyers.

“The ex-showroom
prices of Maruti Suzuki
models have come down
by up to 3 per cent. The
rate of reduction varies
across locations depend-
ing on VAT rates applica-
ble prior to GST,” MSI said.

The company, how-
ever, has hiked prices of
diesel variants of Ciaz and
Ertiga models with smart
hybrid technology by over
Rs 1 lakh because of with-
drawal of tax concessions
on mild hybrid vehicles
under the GST framework.

The price hike on the
models will also vary from
state to state.

US to honor two Indian-Americans
with Great Immigrants award

YOSHITA SINGH
NEw YORK, JuL 1 (PTI):

Indian-AmericanS, Adobe
chief Shantanu Narayen
and former US Surgeon
General Vivek Murthy, are
among 38 immigrants to
be honoured this year for
their role in helping ad-
vance the country’s soci-
ety, culture and economy.

Narayen and Murthy will
be honoured with the presti-
gious ‘Great Immigrants’ an-
nual award on US’s indepen-
dence day on July 4.

Murthy, 39, born in the
UK and a Harvard and Yale
alumnus, was appoint-
ed by former President
Barack Obama in 2014,
becoming the first-ever
Indian-American to occu-
py the post and also the
youngest ever surgeon
general of the country.

However, Murthy was
dismissed this year in
April by the Trump ad-
ministration.

Narayen, 54, a native

GENERAL LAND FOR
SALE: An area measur-

of Hyderabad has an un-
dergraduate degree in
electronics engineering, a
master’s degree in com-
puter science, and an MBA
from UC Berkeley. He is a
board member of Pfizer
and US-India Business
Council (USIBC). He was
among a select group of
CEOs who met Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi in
Washington for a round-
table during the leader’s
visit for first bilateral
meeting with President
Donald Trump this week.

Among other honor-
ees include Canadian-or-
igin social entrepreneur
Jeff Skoll, who has been

awarded the 2017 Car-
negie Medal of Philan-
thropy, PayPal cofounder
of Ukrainian origin Max
Levchin, Iranian-origin
philanthropist and entre-
preneur Hushang Ansary.

Each year since 2006,
the corporation has rec-
ognised the contributions
of naturalised citizens,
and for 2017, the honor-
ees represent more than
30 different countries of
origin, a wide range of
personal immigration sto-
ries, and a high-level of
professional leadership in
numerous fields.

“Our annual tribute
to ‘Great Immigrants’

demonstrates the rich-
ness of talent, skills, and
achievements that im-
migrants from around
the world bring to every
sphere of American soci-
ety,” said Vartan Gregori-
an, president of Carnegie
Corporation of New York.

“This campaign re-
minds us of the debt the
United States owes to gen-
erations of immigrants
who become citizens and
contribute to the prog-
ress of this country. Today,
we celebrate and thank
them,” he said.

The honorees will be
recognised with a full-page
public service announce-

ing 50”x 50” ft at roadside
below Yangang Bazzar at
Yangang, South Sikkim
is for sale. Expected Price
Rs.12.50 lakhs (negotia-
ble). Interested parties may
contact: 7047558497/
9593984403.

ment in The New York
Times and an online public
awareness initiative.

The Carnegie Corpo-
ration of New York was
established in 1911 by
Scottish immigrant An-
drew Carnegie to promote
the advancement and dif-
fusion of knowledge and

MIZORAM STATE LOTTERIES

DEAR HAWK MORNING

understanding. Draw No:46 DrawDate on:01/07/17
In keeping with this | |1st Prize Rs.50 Lakhs/- 99H 11745
mandate, the corpora- | [(Including Super Prize Amt)

Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 11745 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/-

07657 16434 24607 42450 63338

75246 89973 91495 92253 96506

3rd Prize Rs.9000/-

22594 23043 33680 40228 41370

54986 56042 73168 79062 96529

tion’s agenda focuses on
the issues that Andrew
Carnegie considered of
paramount importance:
international peace, the
advancement of educa-
tion and knowledge, and a

strong democracy.

Pro-democracy campaigners have accused police of abusing their power and assaulting a number of their ac-
tivists at a protest to mark the 20th anniversary of Hong Kong’s return to Chinese sovereignty. They had been
trying to march towards the city’s convention centre, where President Xi Jinping was swearing in the territory’s
new leader, Carrie Lam. Protesters carried banners with the words “Democracy. Self-determination’, as well as a
replica coffin, meant to signify the demise of promised civil liberties.

Kansas allows college students,
teachers to carry guns

CHICAGO, JuL 1 (AFP):
Students and professors
will be legally allowed to
carry concealed handguns
onto college campuses in
the US state of Kansas.

The concealed carry
law was enacted four years
ago and applied to all public
buildings, but colleges in the
Midwestern state were ex-
empted until July of this year.

The law is the latest in
a series of state legislative
efforts around the coun-
try to address the issue
of campus safety from po-
tential shooters.

Some approaches
tightened restrictions on
guns while others made
them more available with
the goal of allowing poten-
tial targets of gun violence
to defend themselves with

Pak bans JuD front amid pressure to curb terror funding

IsLAMABAD, JuL 1 (PTI):
Pakistan has  quietly
banned Tehreek-e-Azaa-
di Jammu and Kashmir,
a new front for Hafiz
Saeed’s Jamaat-ud-Dawa,
as international pressure
on the country grew, in-
cluding from a global
watchdog, to combat ter-
ror and its funding.

TAJK gained promi-
nence as a JuD front when
it held pro- Kashmir free-
dom rallies and displayed
banners and streamers
across Pakistan on “Kash-
mir Day” on February 5,
days after Saeed was put
under “house arrest” for
90 days in Lahore.

The mastermind of
the 2008 Mumbai attack
in which 166 people died
had indicated about a
week before his house ar-
rest he might launch TAJK

to “expedite the freedom
of Kashmir”.

The re-branding of
JuD as TAJK showed that
Saeed had got a wind of
the government plans and
had worked out how to
resurface and survive af-
ter the clampdown on his
ostensible network of JuD
and its affiliate Falah-e-In-
saniat Foundation.

The JuD front was put
on the list of “proscribed
organisations” on June
8 - a fortnight before the
meeting of Financial Ac-
tion Task Force in Spain,
according to a list avail-
able on the website of Pa-
kistan’s National Counter
Terrorism Authority.

Jamaat-ud-Dawa
(JuD) has called a meet-
ing on Monday to discuss
the ban on its affiliate,
The Nation reported.

There are 64 other
outfits in the proscribed
organisation category,
including Jaish-e-Moham-
mad, al-Qaeda, Tehreek-e-
Taliban, and JuD’s armed
wing Lashkar-e-Taiba re-
sponsible for 26/11 and
several other terror at-
tacks in India.

According to a report
in Dawn newspaper today,
Pakistan continues to re-
main on the radar of the
FATF over concerns that it
is not fully complying with
curbs against entities listed
with the United Nations.

India had raised the
terror financing issue at the
FATF in February this year.

The FATF last week
referred Pakistan to its re-
gional affiliate - the Asia/
Pacific Group on Money
Laundering - for further
analysis and a follow-up

report on actions the
country has taken against
entities designated under
UN sanctions list.

Pakistan government
has been under mounting
international pressure to
crackdown on terrorist
networks and their fronts.

However, according to
the report, Pakistani offi-
cials expect that Pakistan
would be cleared of the
concerns.

The United Nations
placed both JuD and FIF
on its watch list in Decem-
ber 2008 and March 2012,
respectively.

The ban on TAJK on
June 8 happened a day
before the Shanghai Coop-
eration Organisation sum-
mit in Kazakh capital As-
tana. India had pushed the
SCO members at the sum-
mit to curb the financing

of terrorist organisations
and their fronts.

The Astana Declara-
tion of the Heads of State
of the SCO said that the
“member states will con-
tinue to cooperate in order
to counteract the activities
of individuals and legal en-
tities related to the recruit-
ment, training and utilisa-
tion of terrorists, public
calls for terrorist activities
or the justification of acts
of terrorism, and financing
terrorist activities.”

Last week, the US de-
clared Pakistan-based
Hizb-ul- Mujahideen chief
Syed Salahuddin a global
terrorist. The announce-
ment had come hours be-
fore Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and US President
Donald Trump had their
first bilateral meeting.

US returns looted royal seals to S Korea

SEOUL, JuL 1 (AFP): South Korean
President Moon Jae-In is returning
from an official visit to Washington
with two ancient royal seals loot-
ed during the Korean War, reports
said today.

The repatriation of the Chosun
dynasty antiques, dating from the
16th and 17th centuries, comes
after years of campaigning by the
South Korean government, which
said they were stolen during the
turbulent 1950-53 war.

Moon received the seals during
a ceremony in Washington during a
visit to the US Friday and was due to
arrive in South Korea with them on
Sunday, Yonhap news agency said.

The Chosun dynasty, who cul-
tivated a ruling philosophy drawn
from Confucianism, governed from
1392 to 1910, when Japan colo-

-

The royal seal of South Korea’s Queen

Munjeong, of the Joseon Dynasty. One

of the looted seals returned to South
Korea by the US

nized the country.
One of the seals was made in 1547
to honor Queen Munjeong (1501-

1565), the third wife of Chosun Dy-
nasty’s 11th king, Jungjong.

The other is a jade block created
in 1651 to commemorate the instal-
lation of the crown prince of King
Hyojong.

They were seized by US author-
ities in 2013 after Seoul clarified
these were stolen items.

It marked the third time that
Washington has returned South Ko-
rean treasures.

In 2013 the United States sent
back Korea’s first money printing
block made in late 19th century and
the following year, it handed back
nine royal seals.

Tens of thousands of old Ko-
rean cultural items were spirited
abroad during Japan’s coloniza-
tion of Korea from 1910-45 and
the Korean War.
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their own weapons.
Kansas is joining Ar-
kansas, Georgia and other
states with laws that allow
students and faculty to
carry guns on college cam-
puses. California and South
Carolina are among 16
states that ban the practice.
The Kansas law would
still let universities ban con-

4th Prize Rs.1000/-

1524 1606 1673 3237 3437 5099 5135 5868 8260 9764
5th Prize Rs.600/-

0920 1642 2284 4997 5127 5392 7184 7310 8887 9504
6th Prize Rs.250/-

0021 0368 0502 0662 0799 0803 0842 0930 1003 1213
1250 1416 1424 1436 1455 1598 1771 1826 1876 1981
2126 2162 2488 2517 2547 2697 2775 2780 2797 2819
2960 2979 3004 3059 3076 3177 3238 3330 3398 3603
3652 3672 3847 4006 4151 4255 4490 4581 4640 4756
4858 4949 5004 5007 5204 5217 5439 5477 5555 5978
6155 6201 6341 6429 6610 6811 6840 6850 6945 7024
7083 7363 7494 7571 7666 7740 7743 7817 7844 8055
8145 8187 8263 8292 8328 8386 8458 8824 8847 9046
9057 9103 9164 9174 9240 9275 9389 9461 9956 9988

3 Issued by:
ceale'd guns, but onlly if they The Director, Mizoram State Lotteries,
provide students with metal F - . .
or results please visit: www.mizoramlotteries.com
detectors at entrances.
NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES

SINGAM EMERALD MORNING
Draw time: 11:55 am onwards
Draw No:9 DrawDate 0n:01/07/17
1st Prize Rs.10 Lakhs/- 99) 69302
(Including Super Prize Amt)

Cons. Prize Rs.9,100/- 69302 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9,000/-
12496 17797 18007 19294 24783
38474 41417 64760 79746 81761
3rd Prize Rs.500/-
0585 2106 5435 6491 6771 6966 7440 8454 9820 9974
4th Prize Rs.300/-
0185 0392 1446 4791 5216 5912 7011 7410 8634 9152
5th Prize Rs.130/-
0283 0427 0625 0802 1022 1068 1086 1149 1176 1281
1562 1565 1566 1576 1649 1685 1697 1714 1717 1866
2018 2288 2437 2477 2649 2780 2792 2810 2812 2856
2905 2992 2996 3078 3101 3414 3441 3663 3819 3925
4021 4293 4304 4396 4442 4497 4668 4762 4856 4862
4887 4895 4939 5065 5362 5530 5575 5739 5763 5923
5952 6091 6336 6393 6437 6460 6461 6649 6664 6865
7005 7014 7136 7143 7287 7297 7317 7352 7461 7464
7485 7737 7913 7994 8431 8440 8502 8517 8765 8809
9043 9368 9377 9588 9653 9701 9779 9884 9982 9996

DEAR TENDER EVENING
Draw time: 08:00 pm onwards
Draw No:114 DrawDate on:01/07/17
1st Prize Rs.50 Lakhs/- 90B 63946
(Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 63946 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
05855 23536 23664 33761 34089
37590 37645 78394 80870 97975
3rd Prize Rs.9000/-
03981 14511 19376 32505 32906
33440 46170 71280 79238 95538
4th Prize Rs.1000/-
0388 3708 4121 4942 5027 5213 5425 6883 7791 9367
5th Prize Rs.600/-
2024 2066 2541 3458 5170 6414 7160 7505 7873 9926
6th Prize Rs.250/-
0030 0048 0091 0119 0127 0307 0328 0692 0701 0838
0891 0929 1006 1073 1120 1419 1553 1602 1806 1819
1890 2006 2119 2302 2324 2374 2416 2456 2469 2471
2485 2581 2833 2989 3265 3366 3389 3569 3648 3653
3657 3782 3870 3876 4078 4125 4253 4290 4563 4666
4793 5090 5299 5368 5379 5483 5487 5596 5801 5828
5887 5915 6018 6085 6086 6434 6700 6706 6929 7103

Issued by:
The Director, Nagaland State Lotteries, Kohima, Nagaland.

For Results, please visit: www. com

7106 7144 7404 7431 7577 7623 7728 7800 7819 8112
8185 8220 8502 8664 8737 8883 8948 8970 9095 9152
9297 9338 9381 9502 9503 9509 9872 9906 9980 9992

KINDLY CHECK THE RESULTS WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE.

DEAR HONOUR

Draw No:50 DrawDate on:01/07/17
1st Prize Rs.50 Lakhs/- 97) 94604
(Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 94604 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
04505 11427 20819 30792 39478
44918 50677 85589 90880 92510
3rd Prize Rs.9000/-
01458 07479 07571 31680 36254
41845 56645 64124 70788 75932
4th Prize Rs.1000/-
1377 1753 2114 3937 4042 5236 5892 6071 8163 8562
5th Prize Rs.600/-
0630 3770 4440 5903 6544 6725 6955 7366 8265 9017
6th Prize Rs.250/-
0030 0311 0395 0552 0571 0581 0732 0810 0919 0926
0987 0996 1046 1403 1419 1522 1631 1650 1728 1947
1979 2011 2155 2306 2341 2724 2749 2786 2800 2996
3037 3155 3177 3265 3282 3410 3476 3574 3718 3807
3945 4111 4135 4142 4221 4244 4258 4300 4331 4335
4522 4576 4664 4763 4764 4882 4884 4888 5053 5413
5461 5477 5485 5520 5675 5786 6005 6033 6169 6174
6319 6386 6557 6582 6617 6636 6844 7207 7521 7535
7609 7628 7770 7832 7928 7998 8077 8109 8138 8200
8244 8351 8607 8758 8849 8861 9024 9043 9452 9792

KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE

SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES

SINGAM TOUGH EVENING

Draw No:21 DrawDate on:01/07/17
1st Prize Rs.10 Lakhs/- 91A 29628
(Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.9,100/- 29628 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9,000/-
15152 28364 55139 56947 63713
64365 71517 71539 89126 97697
3rd Prize Rs.500/-
0421 0939 1930 1953 1965 2019 4849 5118 8299 9184
j4th Prize Rs.300/-
0288 0496 1066 2403 3357 3897 5644 6128 7626 9721
[5th Prize Rs.130/-
0095 0387 0546 0557 0728 0770 0779 0879 0896 0989
0996 1121 1221 1503 1522 1523 1641 1846 2002 2197
2320 2368 2371 2430 2441 2513 2580 2777 2807 2821
2915 3115 3337 3631 3809 4151 4172 4175 4329 4374
4548 4565 4768 4882 4911 4976 4982 5079 5096 5216
5219 5318 5365 5373 5469 5710 5724 6217 6366 6486
6648 6659 6703 6747 6958 7043 7049 7193 7347 7370
7440 7487 7539 7597 7747 7780 7798 7906 7933 7958
8118 8173 8514 8605 8616 8663 8753 8962 9134 9228
9285 9301 9315 9357 9398 9414 9499 9906 9913 9948
Issued by:
The Director, Sikkim State Lotteries, Deorali-737102
Please visit: www.sikkimlotteries.com

ARUNACHAL PRADESH STATE LOTTERIES

GAJA GANAPATHY
Draw No:96 DrawDate on:30/06/17
1st Prize Rs.10,000/- A 04354
2nd Prize Rs.5,000/-
3rd Prize Rs.500/-
4th Prize Rs.250/-

5th Prize Rs.100/-

6th Prize Rs.50/-

0184 0296 2241 2523 3576 4566 4843 8253 9169 9922

1916 1936 3509 4582 6659 8049 8099 9145 9571 9887

1346 3648 3889 4037 5254 7636 7918 8689 9579 9806

0110 0940 3292 3717 4719 5166 5668 5827 8280 8790

0038 1298 1874 3101 4047 4707 6899 7562 8498 8340
0114 1409 2092 3183 4060 4744 6948 7619 8555 8917
0205 1465 2247 3265 4165 4945 7004 7695 8561 8950
0265 1591 2302 3306 4242 5108 7071 7723 8588 9048
0359 1616 2505 3328 4273 5283 7127 8002 8634 9179
0525 1652 2617 3480 4381 5288 7133 8011 8638 9319
0692 1770 2843 3540 4388 5438 7300 8019 8726 9532
0712 1782 2985 3679 4401 6059 7359 8409 8772 9708
1088 1825 3032 3823 4433 6181 7362 8470 8823 9912
1193 1852 3063 3899 4442 6669 7457 8476 8837 9938

MAKKAR RASI
Draw No:96 DrawDate on:30/06/17
1st Prize Rs.10,000/- A 03101
2nd Prize Rs.5,000/-
3rd Prize Rs.500/-
4th Prize Rs.250/-

5th Prize Rs.100/-

6th Prize Rs.50/-

0245 0795 1331 3731 3990 4885 5634 7224 7901 9424

0129 1935 2417 5479 5823 7911 8142 9538 9717 9803

0500 1416 2330 2580 3307 3534 5255 6323 8814 9814

0356 1661 3232 4764 5381 5587 6490 7223 8795 9826

0044 1058 2754 3183 4559 5396 5851 6907 7990 9044
0347 1483 2805 3222 4560 5472 5877 7260 7996 9092
0355 1516 2900 3242 4582 5606 5922 7280 8122 9128
0423 1767 2951 3278 4632 5649 5996 7363 8145 9290
0497 2107 2991 3412 4799 5740 6489 7482 8202 9293
0652 2118 2995 3457 4832 5757 6564 7619 8281 9319
0854 2212 3041 3573 4870 5815 6752 7713 8625 9359
0869 2527 3087 4332 4934 5826 6770 7739 8827 9681
0912 2602 3091 4436 5132 5839 6801 7806 8940 9732
0958 2672 3114 4461 5208 5841 6852 7898 9027 9888
Issued by: The Commissioner, Arunachal Pradesh State Lotteries, Itanagar.
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Beyonce and Jay-Z name their
twins Rumi and Sir Carter

World, meet Rumi and Sir Carter! A
source confirmed to Us Weekly that Be-
yoncé and Jay-Z have named their newborn

twins Rumi and Sir Carter.

The power couple welcomed their second
daughter and first son on June 12, and are
also the parents of 5-year-old daughter Blue
Ivy. As previously reported, the twins were
born at L.A’s Ronald Reagan UCLA Medical
Center, where Queen Bey had an entire floor

shut down to ensure privacy.

“Look for lots of matching outfits!”"In Jay-
Z’s newly released album, 4:44, the rapper
opens up about his life at home with Beyoncé
and seemingly apologizes for cheating on Bey,

while referencing their kids.

“I apologize often woman-
ize / Took for my child to be
born / See through a woman'’s
eyes / Took for these natural
twins to believe in miracles /
Took me too long for this song

/ I don’t deserve you,” Jay-Z says on the album
title track.The couple have yet to publicly con-

wha

TRENDING

firm or comment on the birth
of their newborns aside from
Jay-Z's track. Beyonce’s father,
Mathew Knowles, was first to
announce the news on Sunday,
June 18, with a sweet Instagram post wishing
the twins happy birthday.

FRESH-FACED BEAUTY: Halle Berry spoke at the 2017 ES-
SENCE Festival in New Orleans on Friday, June 30.

ADELE CANCELS LAST TWO SELL-OUT WEMBLEY
SHOWS AFTER DAMAGING HER VOCAL CORDS

he 29-year-old Hello

singer says she is heart-
broken at having to pull out
of the shows and pleads for
fans forgiveness.

Adele has said she is “dev-
astated” after being forced to
cancel her last two sell-out
shows at Wembley Stadium
after damaging her vocal
cords. The 29-year-old sing-
er wrote a heartfelt apology
to thousands of fans who will
miss out this weekend on
seeing the star perform her
last concerts of the year.

In a post shared on social
media, she said: “To say I'm
heartbroken would be an un-
derstatement.

“The last two nights at
Wembley have been the biggest
and best shows of my life.

“To come ) \ walk out on
home to (‘(‘N‘?‘?‘Sb“‘l\ you in that
such a re- ’ way.”The

sponse after
so long away doing something
I never thought I could pull off
but did has blown me away.
“However, I've struggled
vocally on both nights. I had
to push a lot harder than I
normally do.”
The Hello singer said she
went to see a throat doctor

on Friday night, who advised
her not to perform over the
weekend. She said: “I'm al-
ready maxed out on steroids
and aids for my voice.

“I've considered doing
Saturday night’s show but
it's highly unlikely I'd even
make it though the set and I
simply can’t crumble in front

of you all and

star said she did not take
the decision lightly, adding:
“To not complete this mile-
stone in my career is some-
thing I'm struggling to get my
head around and I wish that I
didn’t have to write this.

“It's something I'm really
struggling to come to terms
with. It’s as if my whole ca-

NEWSMAKERS!!
PRIYANKA TWEETS ABOUT BEING
INVITED TO JOIN THE ACADEMY

Bollywood actors like Am-
itabh Bachchan, Priyanka
Chopra, Deepika Padukone
and others have been invited
to join the Academy

The Academy of Motion Pic-
ture Arts and Sciences issued a
list of 774 invitations to new
members to join the prestigious
film body this year. Bollywood
actors Amitabh Bachchan, Pri-
yanka Chopra, Deepika Padu-
kone, Aishwarya Rai Bachchan,
Irrfan Khan, Aamir Khan and
Salman Khan, have been in-
cluded in the list along with
filmmakers Goutam Ghose and
Buddhadeb Dasgupta. Priyanka
Chopra, who is now an inter-
national star, has made to the
Academy list for her Hollywood
debut film Baywatch and Barfi!.
Thanking the Academy for in-
cluding her on the prestigious
list, she tweeted, “Thank you
@TheAcademy for inviting me
and all these amazing women
into the fold. It's good to see
you've included some guys too.”
Priyanka has been a part of the
Oscars twice.

A couple of weeks, Priyanka,
34, was ranked #1 on the chart
of Top Actors list, displacing her
Baywatch co-star Dwayne ‘The
Rock’ Johnson.

Meanwhile, Big B’s Holly-

Cops feted for their ‘humanitarian’
gesture dur

HYDERABAD, JuL 1 (PTI): Con-
gress today felicitated two po-
licemen for ensuring that no
disturbance was caused when
Muslims  were  conducting
prayers here on Eid-ul-Fitr re-
cently by their gesture of putting
uniform caps on paper mats.
The two constables, Ven-
katesh Naik and Pratap Singh,
who were on duty at Mir Alam
Eidgah for Eid prayers, put
their uniform caps on paper
mats to prevent them from be-

W »

_ & y il
ing blown away by wind, Mohd
Ali Shabbir, Leader of Opposi-

ing Eid

. i

tion (Congress) in Telangana
Legislative Council, said.

prayers

Shabbir Ali and Opposition
Leader in Legislative Assem-
bly K Jana Reddy felicitated the
two policemen.

“The gesture, despite the
rules that cap should not be re-
moved by policemen while on
duty, stood out as an example of
communal harmony and human-
itarian help,” Jana Reddy said.

The two were felicitated
with a shawl, flowers and a
cash reward of Rs 5,000, Shab-
bir Ali said.

wood project The Great Gats-
by and Kabhi Khushi Kabhie
Gham has been recognised
on the list while Aishwarya’s
Jodhaa Akbar and Devdas
have been included. Deepika’s
Piku and xXx: The Return Of
Xander Cage, her maiden Hol-
lywood film, have been listed.
Aamir’s 3 Idiots and Lagaan
are there. For Salman, it's
Sultan and Bajrangi Bhaijaan

reer has been building up to
these four shows.”

Adele had already per-
formed two nights to crowds
of around 98,000 fans on
Wednesday and Thursday
night and tickets for her
Saturday and Sunday shows
were also due to be before

\:

02nd JULY
WORLD HISTORY

311- St Militiades begins his reign
as Catholic Pope

626- Incident at Xuanwu Gate: in
fear of assassination, Li Shimin
ambushes and kills his rival broth-
ers Li Yuanji and Li Jiancheng
706- Remains of Chinese Em-
peror Gaozong, his wife Empress
Wu Zetian and family members
interred in Qianling Mausoleum
by Emperor Zhongzong, outside
Chang’an on Mount Liangshan
963- The imperial army proclaims
Nicephorus Phocas to be Emperor
of the Romans on the plains out-
side Cappadocian Caesarea
1140- Hartbert becomes bishop
of Utrecht

1214- Battle of La Roche-aux-
Moines (Angers), part of King
John of England attempt to re-
claim Normandy from France
1298- Battle on Hasenbuhl (Goll-

capacity crowds.

She said refunds would
be available to fans if shows
cannot be rescheduled, sign-
ing off with: “I'm sorry, I'm
devastated.

“I'm sorry. I love you. 'm so
sorry. Please forgive me x.”

THIS DAY

[V HISTOR!

Dr. RAJEN UPADHYAY

Assistant Professor in History,
Namchi Govt. College

heim) between German kings Ad-
olf & Albrecht I

INDIAN HISTORY

1757- Nawab Siraj-ud-Daula is
captured and assassinate by Mu-
I d Beg at the i of
Miran, son of Mir Zafar.

1972- Indian Prime Minister Indi-
ra Gandhi and Pakistani President
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto signed the
Shimla Treaty which contained
the principles which should gov-
ern future relations between both
countries.

1970- Pandit Kunjilal Dubey;, free-
dom fighter, educationalist and
politician, passes away.

1993- ONGC is converted into a
corporation by ordinance.

1997- Screening for Hepatitis C
is made mandatory all over India.

while Irrfan’s Life Of Pi and
Slumdog Millionaire.

WANTED ON LEASE

WANTED HOUSE OR
FLAT ON RENT OR
LEASE FOR HOME
STAY IN GANGTOK-

RAVANGLA-PELLING

ON LONG TERM
BASIS.

CONTACT:
LONG DRIVE HOLIDAY
PH: +91 9831211785
{© +91 9830200785

ARCTIC CIRCLE

LOCKHORNS HOEST & REINER

"LEROY STARTS UNTANGLING THEM NOW SO HE'LL

BE READY FOR CHRISTMAS"

HALLA
WE NEED A BETTER

THE DAY AHEAD

ARIES: This period is full of diffi-
culties and you will tend to question
yourself, especially today. You will
start thinking about your person-
ality. Your ego risks bruising, and
you will have the greatest difficulty
turning your intention into real ac-
tion. Your sensitivity prevents you
from materializing your ideas.

TAURUS: It would be fair to say
that you love being recognized,
Taurus. Today will enable you to
show off your leadership skills. You
will organize the day. You will ac-
cept your responsibilities and your
smarts will help you welcome the
day’s challenges. But stay humble

and keep your actions simple, espe-
cially after intense emotions.
GEMINI: You have a dynamic per-
sonality, Gemini. With today’s celes-
tial energy, you should try to avoid
expending your energy on pointless
conversations. Try to be a little more
pragmatic. Consider any possible
compromises very carefully. If you
stand strong, you will reach your ob-
jectives much more quickly.
CANCER: Today you could
learn a lot from other people who
are similar to you, Cancer. They
have the ability to get involved
easily and go straight to the
heart of any problem. The world

is in constant flux. You have to
question yourself if you want to
attain your objectives. Try to be
open-minded, adapt to the situa-
tion, and act before it’s too late.
LEO: The stars will compel you
to clarify your position within
the collective, Leo. You have a
lot of power when you’re part of
a group, but you’re sometimes
clumsy about communication. You
can’t always succeed. The planets’
positions will have a beneficial im-
pact, and you will tend to put your
life under the microscope.
VIRGO: You’ve always wanted
to change the world, and you’d

like to share your dreams with
your friends, Virgo. But today you
don’t have enough enthusiasm
to fulfill these dreams. You will
question your personal strategies.
You shouldn’t try to convince oth-
ers all the time. Your friends ap-
preciate you just the way you are.
LIBRA: You have the tendency to
plan everything, Libra. You need
to feel in charge of things. Today
you should try to listen to others
around you. Let yourself go for a
while, even though you aren’t used
to it. Furthermore, you need to de-
velop your personality. You can do
this by opening up to others.

SCORPIO: You're attracted to
eccentric individuals with very
strong personalities. But realize
that behind this attraction lies a
very strong need for freedom,
Scorpio. In your life, freedom
is more fantasy than reality. The
time has come for you to do some
soul searching. Try not to hide
from the realities of your life.

SAGITTARIUS: Today will de-
stabilize you, Sagittarius. You’re
trying to rebuild your life on new
foundations. Perhaps should you
try to change your point of view.
Also, you need to preserve your
perception, because it will allow

you to adapt to all situations.
You need to be fully alert and
prepared at all times. Try not to
become discouraged.
CAPRICORN: You have a
tendency to get very involved
in your projects, Capricorn. To-
day the stars will compel you
to clarify your situation. It’s al-
ready clear that you aren’t afraid
to work long hours to ensure that
your projects end in success. But
your entourage will probably
have difficulties keeping up with
you. You’re too full of energy.
AQUARIUS: Today the stars ad-
vise you to get back into the swing

of things, Aquarius. You will forget
your past frame of mind and be
able to prepare for a new adventure.
Your vitality will be as strong as it
has ever been. You will probably
meet someone who has a beneficial
influence in the days to come.

PISCES: There’s a certain qual-
ity in your personal relationships
that motivates you in life, Pisces.
This is one of the reasons why
your emotions play an import-
ant role in the scheme of things.
You’re guided by your emotions.
Today you will be in the best dis-
position to meet a lot of people
who will give new impetus.
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