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SANDIP KOLHATKAR
P , M  11 (PTI): Bhilar, a small ham-
let between the picturesque Panchgani 
and Mahabaleshwar hill stations in Ma-
harashtra, turned into a paradise for bib-
liophiles last year after being declared as 
India’s irst ‘village of books’.

The artistically decorated libraries, 
spread across the ‘Pustakanche Gaav’, or 
the ‘village of books’, in Satara district are 
now set to cross the language boundaries 
and add books of Gujarati, Hindi and En-
glish languages to the shelves to cater to 
the non-Marathi tourists.

The project, launched by the Maha-
rashtra government last year to promote 
the “culture of reading” and lure tourists, 
was inspired by Britain’s Hay-on-Wye, a 
Welsh town known for its bookstores and 
literature festivals.

The concept was mooted by the 
Marathi Bhasha department and Rajya 
Marathi Vikas Sanstha, a government 
body.

“Currently, we have 25 locations in the 
village displaying Marathi books - ranging 
from literature, poetry, religion, history, 
environment, folk literature to biogra-

phies and autobiographies,” said Balasa-
heb Bhilare, who hosts a library in a por-
tion of his house.

“However, since Panchgani and Ma-
habaleshwar are popular tourist spots, a 
sizable chunk of visitors from Gujarat and 
north India also come to the village,” he 
said.

A lot of tourists mentioned in their 
feedback to keep Gujarati, Hindi and En-
glish books at the libraries, he said.

“So to cater to them, we have decided 

to increase the locations from 25 to 35 and 
add approximately 2,000 to 3,000 books 
from each language to it,” he said.

Bhilare, who was instrumental in con-
vincing the villagers about the bene it of 
the project, expressed hope that the ad-
dition of books of other languages will in-
crease the footfall of tourists.

Vinay Mavalankar, the book village 
project in-charge, said state education 
minister Vinod Tawde is keen to add books 
of Gujarati, Hindi and English languages in 

these libraries.
“The books will be selected with the 

help of literary committees of the respec-
tive languages under the Maharashtra 
government’s culture department and 
soon popular Gujarati, Hindi and English 
books will be stacked,” he said.

Currently, around 25,000 Marathi 
books pertaining to various genres of lit-
erature are available in these libraries.

Dr Jagatanand Bhatkar, the assistant 
secretary of the Marathi Vishwakosh Cen-
tre in the neighbouring Wai town, said 
apart from boosting tourism, the project’s 
aim was to promote Marathi language, its 
culture and rich literature.

That is why books from various genres 
of the Marathi language were kept for 
reading free of cost, he said.

“Now, since only Marathi books are 
there, the footfall of Marathi-speaking 
tourists have increased in the village,” said 
Bhatkar, who is involved in promoting the 
project.

“In my initial report, I had categorically 
mentioned that besides Marathi-speaking 
tourists, a number of Gujarati people fre-
quently visit Mahabaleshwar and Panch-

gani,” he said.
So, in order to cater to the Gujarati and 

Hindi tourists, the decision of including 
Gujarati, Hindi and English books has been 
taken, Bhatkar said.

Even foreign tourists come frequently 
to these hill stations and they too drop in 
at the libraries, he said.

Earlier, there was no facility for sell-
ing these books but now stalls have been 
opened where tourists can buy them, he 
added.

Since the launch of the ‘book village’ 
project last year, more and more people 
are coming forward to host free libraries 
at their homes.

Each of these 25 locations are dedicat-
ed to a particular genre of literature and 
walls of the cottages which house these 
reading hubs are decorated with literary 
themes.

The libraries have been set up in such a 
way that a visitor can easily choose books 
of his or her interest.

For example, if a reader is interested in 
novels, there is a dedicated spot where he 
can just walk in and browse through ic-
tional writings.

‘Village of books’ aims to break language barrier

NIRMAL MANGAR
G , 11 M : 

The Human Resource 
Development De-

partment has termed the 
written examination held 
yesterday for  appoint-
ment of primary teach-
ers as a manifestation of 
what could be termed as 
real women’s empower-
ment in Sikkim.

Written examina-
tion for the 446 posts 
of government primary 
teachers was held on 10 
March at Tashi Namgyal 
Senior Secondary School 
in Gangtok.

Out of 626 who took 
the exam, 514 were fe-
male candidates. Only 
112 male candidates ap-
peared for the exam.

“We were surprised 
to see the number of fe-
male candidates. This 
indicates how Sikkim 
is way forward when it 
comes to educating the 
girl child. This is some-

thing which India should 
be proud of Sikkim. This 
is all because of the Chief 
Minister Pawan Cham-
ling,” said the HRDD 
Principal Secretary, GP 
Upadhaya, while speak-
ing to SummitTimes.

The exam was held 
for the candidates who 
have completed a Diplo-
ma in Elementary Edu-
cation and have passed 
Teachers Eligibility Test 
with over 60% marks.

“The enforcement 
of National Council of 
Teachers Education 
guidelines will result in 
huge improvement in the 
quality of education in 
government schools both 
for students and teach-
ers,” the Principal Secre-
tary adds.

Mr Upadhaya further 
informs that based on 
the number of the candi-
dates, nearly 75% of the 
new teachers could be 
women.

Female candidates
outnumber men in the

primary teacher’s
examSUMMIT REPORT

G , 11 M : 

Sikkim High Court, on 10 
March, delivered a historic 

judgment dealing with the le-
gality of administering oath to 
an accused while recording a 
confessional statement under 
Section 164 of the CrPC and 
whether this was in violation 
of Article 20 (3) of the Consti-
tution of India.  

The full court of Sikkim 
High Court delivered the 
judgement and recorded that 
such an oath a confessional 
statement recorded under the 
provision of Section 164 CrPC 
on oath was untenable.

These relate to oaths ad-
ministered on accused before 
taking their “confessions” to a 
judicial magistrate and were 
thus far being processed under 
provisions of Section 463 CrPC.

The High Court has now 

clari ied that even this latter 
section does not permit vio-
lation of a fundamental right 
guaranteed under Article 20(3) 
of the Constitution of India.

“It must always be remem-
bered that under the doctrine 
of Constitutional supremacy, 
the Constitution is the para-
mount law to which all other 
laws must conform. The Con-
stitution of India must ever 
remain supreme and deemed 
written in every statute and we 
are, therefore, of the irm view 
that the substantial illegality 
of administering oath upon an 
accused before taking a con-
fession which is prohibited 
cannot be termed as a curable 
irregularity under Section 463 
CrPC,” the full bench of Sikkim 
High Court said. 

The full court judgment 
further observed that admin-
istration of oath while record-

ing statements of the accused 
under section 164 CrPC would 
amount to a concealed threat. 

If this be so then to permit 
further evidence to disprove 
what has been held to be a 
concealed threat would be to 
dilute the fundamental protec-
tion given to an accused under 
Article 20 (3) of the Constitu-
tion of India which we are not 
inclined to in today’s context 
where the accused due to so-
cial conditions, lack of knowl-
edge or advise may not be in 
a position to understand the 
nuances and intricacies of the 
laws, the judgement reads. 

Dealing with the legal sanc-
tity to administer oath to an 
accused while recording a con-
fessional statement of an ac-
cused under Section 164 CrPC,  
the bench posed three ques-
tions to dealt in depth with 
constitutional validity. 

 “(i). Whether the confes-
sional statement recorded un-
der the provisions of Section 
164 Cr.P.C on oath, is fatal or 
could it be still protected by 
the provisions of Section 463 
Cr.P.C and if so protected, then 
whether the judgment of the 
Division Bench of this Court re-
ported in re: Arjun Rai v State 
of Sikkim1 is good law? (ii). 
Whether the mere administer-
ing of oath to an accused while 
recording his confessional 
statement keeping in mind sub 
section 5 of section 164 Cr.P.C, 
without anything more, lead 
to an inference that the con-
fessional statement is not vol-
untary and thus in violation to 
the fundamental requirement 
of Section 164 Cr.P.C and thus 
fatal ? (iii). Whether adminis-
tering oath to an accused while 
recording the confessional 
statement of an accused under 

Section 164 Cr.P.C violates Ar-
ticle 20 (3) of the Constitution 
of India?’’ 

Appearing on the defence, 
Senior Counsel B Sharma sub-
mitted that administering oath 
to an accused person before 
recording a confessional state-
ment was indeed “fatal” and 
cannot be cured under section 
463 CrPC, adding that the pro-
hibition is found in Article 20 
(3) of the Constitution of In-
dia as well as section 164 (5) 
Cr.P.C. and section 4 (2) of the 
Oaths Act, 1969. 

JB Pradhan, Public Prose-
cutor, appearing for the Appel-
lant State argued that section 
164 Cr.P.C. was in three parts. 
The irst part i.e. sub section 
(1) dealt with empowering 
certain Magistrates to record 
any confession or statement. 
The second part i.e. sub sec-
tion (2), (3) and (4) thereof are 

Administering oath before recording 
confession by accused unlawful: HC

ARPAN PRADHAN
C , 11 M :

Sikkim Democratic Front pres-
ident, Chief Minister Pawan 

Chamling, today unveiled a stat-
ue of Arun Rai at Chakhung, in 
West Sikkim today. The late Rai 
was an SDF party-worker killed 
in an incident of political vio-
lence on 11 March in the run up 
to the 2014 Assembly elections.

The function was also at-
tended by former MLA, CB Rai, 
Cabinet Ministers, MLAs, zilla 
panchayats, panchayats, and 
councillors from Nayabazar 
Jorethang Municipal Corpo-
ration along with party of ice 
bearers, party workers and lo-
cal residents. 

The Chief Minister, while 
addressing the gathering, cau-
tioned the people against in-
dulging in ‘negative politics’ 

since such digressions could 
harm the Sikkimese society.

“We need to stay alert and 
not take politics lightly as there 

are many negative forces within 

Statue of SDF martyr Arun Rai
unveiled in Chakung 

turn to pg02

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 11 M :

Twenty- ive pouches of 
what the police sus-

pect to be ‘heroin’ weigh-
ing 2.46 grams were seized 
by Jorethang Police from a 
house in Melli Gaon, South 
Sikkim on 10 Mar. 

The police reported-
ly acted on a tip from a 
source who said that a 
man from Melli Gaon was 
selling heroin in the area. 

A team from Jore-
thang Police Station, 
accompanied by Sub 
Divisional Magistrate 
[Jorethang] and two 
independent witness-

es, conducted a house 
search of the suspect and 
recovered 25 pouches of 
a ‘brown colored’ sub-
stance wrapped in a bag 
along with Rs 18,720 in 
cash and apparatuses to 
consume heroin. 

The police seized the 
recovered items and sent 
them for chemical analysis. 

The suspect, a 
20-year-old man from 
Majhidaon, South Sikkim 
was accordingly booked 
and arrested under 
Narcotic Drugs and 
Psychotropic Substances 
Act. The case is under 
investigation. 

2.46 grams of
suspected heroin seized

in Jorethang  
Nepal PM 
Oli wins vote 
of con idence
K , M  11 
(PTI): Nepal’s new-
ly-elected Prime Minister 
KP Oli today won a his-
toric vote of con idence 
with two-thirds majority 
in the country’s lower 
House of Parliament.

Oli, who was appoint-
ed to the post on Febru-
ary 15, secured 208 votes 
out of total 268 Parlia-
ment members present 

turn to pg02
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safeguards for recording 
confessions and there-
fore mandatory. 

The provisions of sub 
section (2), (3) and (4) of 
section 164 Cr.P.C. would 
make it amply clear that 
the guidelines prescribed 
therein are for the pur-
pose of safeguarding the 
accused and to ensure 
that the confession is vol-
untary and not made on 
account of any extrane-
ous in luence. 

On the issue of Article 
20 (3), Mr Pradhan sub-
mitted that the Supreme 
Court has held that right 
against self-incrimina-
tion under article 20 (3) 
does not exclude any vol-
untarily statement made 
in exercise of free will 
and volition. 

Assisting the court, 
Senior Counsel A Mou-
lick submitted that tak-
ing confession on oath 
involves the idea of call-
ing God to witness what 
is averred as truth which 
itself amounts to invok-
ing fear in the mind of the 
confessor taking the oath 
adding that Article 20 (3) 
of the Constitution of In-
dia prohibits self-incrim-
ination and therefore 
recording of confession 
would violate the said 
constitutional safeguard.

He further submitted 
that section 164 (5) of 
CrPC, Section 281 CrPC 
and section 4 (2) of the 
Oaths Act, 1969 speci i-
cally prohibits adminis-
tration of oath to an ac-
cused person in a crimi-
nal proceeding.

Another senior 
counsel N. Rai assisting 
the court, submitted 

that confession having a 
“testimonial character” 
cannot be categorized 
as material evidence 
adding that a confession 
of an accused recorded 
by the Magistrate under 
oath is not admissible in 
evidence. 

Once oath is admin-
istered, it is a concealed 
threat to the accused and 
same takes the character 
of a “testimony” and los-
es its character of a state-
ment of an accused. 

The testimonial 
compulsion therefore 
amounts to self-incrimi-
nation and such a defect 
of substantial nature 
cannot be cured by sec-
tion 463 CrPC. 

The court held that 
administering oath to an 
accused before recording 
his confession is prohib-
ited, unlawful and illegal 
and it has been held that 
administering oath on 
an accused infringes the 
fundamental guarantee 
against self-incrimination 
under Article 20 (3) of the 
Constitution of India. 

The Supreme Court 
has in no uncertain 
terms held that no prej-
udice may be proved for 
enforcing fundamental 
right. Violation of fun-
damental right itself 
renders the impugned 
action void, observed the 
Full Bench.  

Administering oath 
before recording...

Contd from pg01

Health Dept’s Mental Health Cell to conduct
50 wellbeing campaigns in East  

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 11 M :

District Mental Health 
Cell of the Health 

Care, Human Service 
and Family Welfare De-
partment carried out 
the fourth edition of the 
‘Winning Ways To Well 
Being” campaign to ad-
dress adolescent mental 
health issues, teen men-
tal health problems and 
tobacco, alcohol and sub-
stance misuse in various 
schools and educational 
institutes from 08 to 10 
Mar, a press release in-
forms.  

Program coordinator, 
Pinkey Bhutia, and Psy-
chologist, District Coun-
seling Center, Singtam 
District Hospital, Sonam 
Tongden, inform that 50 
WWTWB campaigns will 
be conducted in collab-
oration with seven Pri-

mary Health Centers and 
sub centers of East Dis-
trict with the objective 
to educate students and 
teachers on life skill ed-
ucation, stress manage-
ment, common mental 
health problems in ado-
lescents, and harmful ef-
fects of tobacco, alcohol 
and substance misuse. 

Many doctors and 
experts talked about var-
ious topics like life skill 
education, stress man-
agement, common men-
tal health problems in 
adolescents, and harm-
ful effects of substance 
abuse at various venues 
during the three day 
campaign. 

A pledge campaign 
which was launched by 
Health Minister, Arjun 
Kumar Ghatani in 2015 
to help peers during emo-
tional crisis and saying 
never to consume tobacco 
and drugs was also con-
ducted, reads the release.

The team conducted 
WWTWB campaigns at 

Pangthang School, Sai 
Gurukul School in Pa-
kyong, Pakyong, Pakyo-
ng Junior High School, 
Aho Kissan Government 
School, Technical Insti-
tute of Handicraft and 
Handloom and Aritar 
Secondary School from 
08 to 10 Mar, the release 
informs. 

the State that can harm 
the Sikkimese society,” 
he said.

Mr Chamling fur-
ther urged the people to 
understand politics in 
proper manner and re-
marked that politics was 
a science which educates 
people in many ways and 
does not seek to divide 
and harm them.

 “It is important to 
take politics seriously,” 
he stressed.

The Chief Minister 
further informed the 
gathering about various 
government schemes 
which will bene it the 
local public of the area. 
He also urged the people, 
especially youths to take 
bene its of the various 
schemes of the State Gov-
ernment.

He also encouraged 
the students and youths 
to focus on becoming en-
trepreneurs and become 
‘job providers’ not ‘job 

seekers’.
He also announced 

that the government will 
frame laws and acts to 
ensure 90% job reserva-
tion guarantee for local 
youth in hotels and in-
dustrial establishments 
of the State.

The Late Amar 
Rai was assaulted by 
miscreants during the 
assembly elections 
campaign in 2014. 
He succumbed to his 
injuries on 11 March at 

Central Referral Hospital 
in Tadong, East Sikkim. 

The government 
has also renamed and 
noti ied the 12KM 
stretch from Chakung to 
Khaniserbong Kamling 
Road in West Sikkim as 
Late Arun Rai Marg.

Mr Chamling said 
that the contributions 
and sacri ices made by 
the late Arun Rai will 
never be forgotten by the 
party and assured that 
the party will continue 

supporting his family in 
future.

The Chief Minister 
thanked late Arun Rai’s 
family and remembered 
his commitment towards 
the society and the party 
in particular.

Area MLA, RB Subba, 
while speaking to Sum-
mitTimes said that the 
sacri ice made by late 
Arun Rai is ‘unforgetable’ 
and that SDF party will 
forever be grateful for his 
work and commitment 

towards the State and its 
people. 

About the statue, Mr 
Subba said that the party 
decided to build the late 
Arun Rai’s statue in his 
memory and to remem-
ber and respect his con-
tributions towards the 
State and the party. 

The statue has been 
crafted by West Bengal-
based sculptor, Amar 
Sundas and took more 
than two months to 
complete. 

Statue of SDF martyr Arun Rai unveiled...
Contd from pg01

in the House of Repre-
sentatives, of icials said.

The 66-year-old Oli 
received the backing of 
all political parties, ex-
cept the main opposition, 
the Nepali Congress and 
some fringe parties who 
voted against him.

He received 121 votes 
from CPN-UML, 52 from 
CPN (Maoist Center), 16 
each from Rastriya Janta 
Party Nepal and Feder-
al Socialist Forum Nepal 
and one each from Rastri-
ya Janamorcha, Rastriya 
Prajatantra Party, Nepal 
Workers Peasants Party 
and an independent law-
maker, the of icials said.

Oli has consolidated 
his position by securing 
more than two thirds 
majority votes, the of i-
cials said.

Speaker of the Parlia-
ment Krishna Bahadur 
Mahara has announced 
next session of the Par-
liament on Friday.

Earlier, Oli had called 
on all political parties to 
support the government. 
The Nepali Congress had 
said it would not support 
Oli and play the role of an 
effective opposition.

According to the new 
Constitution, the Prime 
Minister needs to win a 
con idence motion in Par-
liament within six months 
after his appointment.

There are 275 mem-
bers in the House of Rep-
resentatives including 
165 members elected 
under the irst-past-the-
post category or direct 
election and 110 under 
proportional representa-
tion basis.

Nepal concluded 
three phase of provincial, 
local and parliamentary 

elections as part of its 
efforts to implement the 
new Constitution that 
was promulgated in Sep-
tember 2015.

Nepal’s new govern-
ment led by Left parties 
convened its irst parlia-
ment session on March 
5 after the Himalayan 
nation successfully held 
landmark provincial and 
federal elections.

There are 275 mem-
bers in the House of Rep-
resentatives including 
165 members elected 
under the irst-past-the-
post category or direct 
election and 110 under 
proportional representa-
tion basis.

The CPN-UML has 
121 members, Nepali 
Congress has 63, and 
CPN-MC has 53 while 
Federal Socialist Forum 
Nepal has 17 and Rastri-
ya Janata Party Nepal has 
16 members.

In 2015, when Nepal 
adopted a new Consti-
tution that split it into 
seven states, dozens of 
people were killed in eth-
nic clashes over territory 
and rights.

The ethnic Madhesi 
group, mostly of Indi-
an-origin, protested for 
months, saying they were 
not getting enough terri-
tory in one of the states 
and were also facing dis-
crimination.

Violent clashes not 
only killed 50 people, but 
also left the country with 
severe shortages of fuel 
and medicine because 
protesters blocked the 
borders with India.

The protesters final-
ly agreed to the elec-
tions after some amend-
ments were made to the 
Constitution.

Nepal PM  Oli wins 
vote of con idence

Contd from pg01

19-yr-old 
booked 
under SADA 
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 11 M :

A19-year-old was 
booked and arrested 

under Sikkim Anti Drugs 
Act on charges of being in 
possession of contraband 
substances on 11 March 
by Jorethang Police. 

The accused was re-
ported to the police by 
a ‘source’ and was later 
intercepted at a parking 
area roaming in a ‘suspi-
cious manner’. 

Upon carrying out a 
body search in front of 
independent witness-
es and Sub Divisional 
Magistrate [Jorethang], 
the police recovered 68 
spasmoproxyvon tablets 
and a pouch of marijuana 
hidden inside a bag. 

The accused was then 
arrested and booked 
under SADA, 2006 and 
is currently in police 
custody.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 11 M : 

The Bharatiya Janta 
Party’s Sikkim unit, 

in a press release issued 
today, has said that the 
recent session of the 
State Assembly was ‘not 
fruitful. 

The party contends 
that the assembly ses-
sion did not concentrate 
on issues and works re-
lated to the people of Sik-
kim. A BJP press release 
regretted the ignoring 

of its repeated demands 
to telecast the assembly 
session live.

While raising doubts 
on the functioning of 
the State Bank of Sik-
kim, the party alleged 
the SBS of ‘rampant 
corruption’ in its way of 
functioning.

The release further 
informs that youth from 
different parts of the 
State joined the party at 
its Singtam party of ice 
on Sunday. 

Assembly 
session ‘not fruitful,’

says BJP 

WANGCHUK BHUTIA
M , 11 M :

The valedictory func-
tion of the two month 

long skill development 
programme organised by 
the Block Development 
Of ice, Rakdong Tintek, 
in collaboration with 
Rakdong Tintek Gram 
Panchayat Unit was held 
at the Block Administra-
tive Center in Rakdong 

Tintek, East Sikkim to-
day.

Community Level 
Committee president, 
Binod Pandey, attended 
the programme as chief 
guest with Panchayat 
President [Rakdong Tint-
ek GPU], Tika Maya Pan-
dey, Additional Director 
[Human Resource De-
velopment Department], 
Tilochand Dahal, Cheli 

Convenor [Tumin-Lin-
gee], Tika Devi Nepal, 
gram panchayat mem-
bers of Rakdong Tintek 
GPU, school heads, BAC 
staff members and gen-
eral public in attendance. 

The development 
programme was con-
ducted for children in 
the GPU to make use of 
the winter break by en-
gaging them in different 

skill building activities 
like singing, dancing and 
communication building 
exercises. 

Initiated by the BDO 
[Rakdong Tintek], Uttam 
Chettri, 45 students were 
trained for free in the two 
months long winter break. 

Singer Dinesh Dahal 
and Samdong Got Tal-
ent Winner, Junu Chettri 
trained the children. 

Two month skill
development prog for children

wraps up in Rakdong-Tinek 

G , 10 M  
[IPR]: An important 
meeting for discussion 
on existing mechanism 
as well as activities of 
Agriculture Technolo-
gy Management Agency 
(ATMA), West district 
was organised today un-
der the chairmanship of 
DC West, Kapil Meena. 

Project Director and 
Dy Project Director ATMA 
made a presentation on 
last year’s activities in the 
ields of trainings, exten-

sion of latest technolo-
gies and capacity building 
among the farmers. DC 

West directed the team to 
focus on productive activ-
ities based on genuine re-
quirements and to achieve 
set targets of improve-
ment in agriculture sector. 

He asked for sub-
mission of draft annual 
action plan to be submit-
ted by ATMA and to give 
monthly progress re-
ports of ATMA along with 
KVK. He appreciated the 
new farming techniques 
being adopted by the 
team for improving pro-
duction and productivity 
of various crops under 

Meeting on ATMA held
in West District

turn to pg03
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YOUGAN TAMANG 
G , 11 M : 

Trained in many dance 
forms like Indo West-

ern, Cuban Salsa, Bol-
lywood, Contemporary, 
Bharatnatyam and Kath-
ak, Nisha Rasaily of Gang-
tok is all set to appear on 
the television screens. 
She and her dance part-
ner, Tara Prasad, will be 
seen competing in &TV’s 
new dance reality show, 
‘High Fever Dance ka 
Naya Tevar’, which be-
gins airing 17 March. 

The dance reality 
show will be judged by ac-

tress Lara Dutta, choreog-
rapher Ahmed Khan and 
celebrated dancer Dana 

Alexa from New York. 
Born and brought up 

in Gangtok, Nisha com-

pleted her high school 
education from Paljor 
Namgyal Girls School 
and later moved to New 
Delhi to pursue her pas-
sion for dance and art. 
Initially, she started with 
‘Kingdom of Dreams’ as a 
student and later became 
a senior instructor there. 
She also became part of a 
dance studio Dance Café 
in New Delhi.

Nisha later attended 
a Zumba Workshop in 
Berlin and is a certi ied 
Zumba itness trainer 
now. She has represent-
ed India in various dance 

shows across the globe 
and recently was a part 
of choreographer and 
dance team for South 
India International Film 
Festival in Dubai. She 
also has few music vid-
eos in her credits.

Nisha always wanted 
to contribute her talent 
as a dancer to Sikkim. 
For that she had also 
conducted a dance work-
shop in Gangtok with 
Dance India Dance fame, 
Proneeta Swagiary in De-
cember 2017.Watch her 
on &Tv Pictures from 17 
March. 

Sikkim’s Nisha Rasaily to be 
seen in dance reality show

organic practices. 
He assured of max-

imum assistance from 
the Centre as the district 
is selected as an aspira-
tional district under NITI 
AAYOG initiative which 
will improve assistance 

for genuine need based 
activities in agriculture 
and allied sectors. The 
meeting was attended by 
KVK Scientists, Agricul-
ture Department Of icers 
and all BTM/ATM work-
ing under ATMA Project 
in the district.

Meeting on ATMA held
in West District

Contd from pg02

SUMMIT REPORT
D , 11 M : 

The Department of Science & Tech-
nology and Climate Change in col-

laboration with Sikkim State Council 
of Science & Technology, organised a 
three-day workshop on “Low Cost Teach-
ing Aid in Science and Mathematics for 

School teachers” at Sikkim Science Cen-
tre, Marchak here from 08 to 10 March. 

The workshop was attended 
by 150 science and mathematics 
teachers from all over the State, 
a press release informs.

The main motive behind organis-
ing this workshop was to convey how 

teachers can build low-cost teach-
ing aids and create an engaging and 
immersive learning experience. 

Dr. Shivashankara Shastry 
from Bangalore for Mathematics 
and Sandipan Dhar from Kolk-
ata for Science were the resource 
persons at the workshop.

Workshop held on low-cost teaching 
aids for Science and Mathematics

129 children 
immunized 
on Poilo 
Sunday in 
Singtam 
YOGEN THATAL
S , 11 M :

The second phase of 
the State-wide im-

munization campaign 
was conducted at SNT 
complex, Mandi Bazaar, 
Aadarsh Gaon and Dis-
trict Hospital in Singtam 
today.

Sources inform that 
129 children were immu-
nized today with some 
venues still  to report the 
numbers at the time of 
going to print. 

Jeena Tamang, Ong-
mit Lepcha and Meena 
Sewa coordinated the 
immunization camp un-
der the supervision of 
Sonam Bhutia.

N  D , M  11 
(PTI): The National 
Commission for Pro-
tection of Child Rights 
(NCPCR) will relook its 
guidelines for child par-
ticipants of television 
shows following the re-
cent controversy over 
singer Papon kissing a 
minor contestant of a re-
ality programme.

The child rights body 
had last month received 
a complaint against An-
garag Papon Mahanta al-
leging “sexual assault” by 
him after a video of the 
singer kissing the contes-
tant went viral.

“Our guidelines for 
child participants of TV 
shows were framed in 
2011 before the Juvenile 
Justice Act of 2015 and 
the Prevention of Child 
Sexual Offences (POCSO) 
Act of 2012 as well as 
the Child Labour (Pro-
hibition and Regulation) 
Amendment Act of 2016. 
We will revise our guide-
lines in consonance with 
the new legislations,” 
NCPCR chairperson Stuti 
Kacker told PTI.

The incident involv-
ing the popular sing-
er took place during a 

pre-Holi celebration 
where Papon and a few 
children participating 
in the reality show were 
interacting with fans 
through a Facebook live 
video.

Papon quit the show 
following the controver-
sy.

An FIR was also regis-
tered against him follow-
ing the incident.

Papon, however, stat-
ed that he was being 
“victimised” for no fault 
of his and that he would 
“never commit an inde-
cent act”.

The Child Labour 
Amendment Act prohib-
its the engagement of 
children in all occupa-
tions and of adolescents 
in hazardous occupa-
tions and process.

However, the Act al-
lows children to work in 
a family enterprise if it is 
a non-hazardous occupa-
tion as well as permits 
them to work as artistes 
in an audio-visual enter-
tainment industry, pro-
vided they do not work 
for more than ive hours 
per day and a permission 
is sought from the dis-
trict magistrate.

Papon kissing row:
NCPCR to revise 

guidelines
for child TV artistes

M  (WB), M  11 
(PTI): Two years after 
a spinal cord injury had 
crippled him and took 
away his desire to live, 
24-year-old Suman Das 
of Malda district has now 
started looking back at 
life with new hopes.

Suman had raised 
the euthanasia debate in 
West Bengal by seeking 
permission to end his life 
in the face of serious ill-
ness and abject poverty.

But now his focus has 
changed. “No, I do not 
want to die any more,” 
said Suman who is now 
able to walk with the 
help of a walker, thanks 
to the effort of a physio-
therapist who is treating 
him free of cost.

Das had shot off a 

letter to the District Mag-
istrate on October 28, 
2016 praying that he be 
allowed to opt for eu-
thanasia after returning 
from a Bengaluru hos-
pital following a spinal 
cord surgery.

He had to return from 
Bengaluru as the post-op-
eration physiotherapy 
procedures involved high 
medical expenses which 
the poor labourer from 
Englishbazar block could 
not afford.

“My son could not 
move his hands and 
feet after the surgery in 
Bengaluru in mid-2016 
and the hospital advised 
prolonged physiothera-
py there which was very 
expensive,” his mother 
Saraswati Devi told PTI.

2-yrs after euthanasia 
appeal, youth wants 

to start life anew
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Begin Work on 
Manifestos

Who knows, the electorate might 
actually begin reading

The next election cycle, should stay on schedule, 
is barely a year away. There is also a lot of chat-

ter about them arriving earlier. Either way, they are 
not very far away, in fact, the speed with time passes 
nowadays, they are almost upon us. One gets a sense 
that even the political players sense this and there is 
a noticeable urgency in their politicking. The people 
can expect to get pampered and remembered over the 
coming months, but it will also be welcome if their 
intelligence was also respected enough by those who 
seek to win their favour in the EVMs. A good display of 
this respect would be if political parties invested time 
and effort in producing informed manifestos which 
rise beyond the routine and the sops. To its credit, 
some elections back, the SDF had produced an unar-
guably impressive set of manifestos – one which set 
their vision for the State and 32 others with constit-
uency-speci ic issues and plans. That was, however, 
some elections back and remains unfortunately un-
matched. Efforts should  be made by all parties to  top 
that effort in 2019.

Agreed, most of the campaigning, when that cycle 
begins, is done by individual candidates in their re-
spective constituencies, and it also needs to be accept-
ed that elections in Sikkim are more personality-driv-
en than candidate-speci ic or ideology-driven. What 
this means is that after the candidates have made their 
door to door visits and exchanged khadas and greet-
ings, exchanged slogans and the occasional stones, the 
voters will want to the top leaders to visit and cajole. 
But this process, despite its short-term excitement, is 
essentially a mix of distracting speeches which are ei-
ther rants and complaints or boasts and claims. May 
be the electorate deserve better, and what better ap-
proach than intelligently drafted commitments in the 
form of election manifestos. Given recent electioneer-
ing history, leaders might get convinced that the ex-
tension of the public meeting bluster on to social me-
dia might win them the day. They might be mistaken, 
because while social media is a wonderful outreach 
tool, in the absence of a clearly-set agenda in the form 
of a manifesto, it is just about ambushing, countering 
and exaggerating (in political hands). Nothing that 
happens online is even binding. It is an in luencer yes, 
but will work only if the groundwork has been laid and 
positions clearly de ined. That is still something only a 
manifesto delivers.

In a democracy, manifestos are also more desir-
able than speeches because while rhetoric and theat-
rics can cover-up for shallow arguments, but when it 
comes to the written word, super luity stands easily 
exposed. Impossible promises used to slip in easily 
into manifestos at one time, but now that the Election 
Commission of India has included election manifestos 
into its watchlist of model code of conduct regulations, 
there is some accountability being attempted.  The ECI, 
it may be recalled, has directed the political parties 
that any matter that could be against the ideals and 
principles of the Constitution should not be includ-
ed in the manifesto. Besides, manifesto should be in 
harmony with the basic spirit of the provisions of the 
Model Code of Conduct. Equally importantly, all polit-
ical parties are expected to pay attention on the reli-
ability of promises and justi ication of such promises 
and inancial resources to meet the promises should 
be mentioned in the manifesto, the ECI expects. That 
probably explains why manifestos were so super icial 
in the last elections.

Be that as it may, con idence of the voters should 
be achieved based on such promises that can possi-
bly be ful illed. So parties can no longer slip in prom-
ises based solely on their earnestness because if ECI 
is to pull its weight, parties need to also share details 
on how they plan to deliver on the promises. This, of 
course, should always have been the case without ECI 
spelling it out, but now that some conditions have 
been imposed, parties can no longer type out a mani-
festo in the last minute.  Anyone serious about want-
ing to get a chance to govern Sikkim for the next ive 
years should at least invest the coming months to put-
ting together a plan detailing what they want to do for 
Sikkim and how. One expects the usual commitments 
– of local protection and the like - to be common to all 
parties and there are no surprises there, only repeti-
tions. What is expected is what new they will bring to 
Sikkim; what focus areas they are going to prioritise. 
As much as such an effort will help convince people 
that they care enough, it will also remind party cad-
re and traditional supporters of what they are ight-
ing for. Since the electorate is growing increasingly 
younger, it will seek out realistic and convincing future 
prospects. And who knows, maybe people will actually 
read and compare manifestos this time before decid-
ing how they vote.

turn to 05

GERVASE PHILLIPS
theconversation.com

Antisemitism is on the march. 
From the far-right demonstrators 

in Charlottesville, Virginia, with their 
“Blood and Soil” chants and their 
“Jews will not replace us” placards 
to attacks on synagogues in Sweden, 
arson attacks on kosher restaurants 
in France and a spike in hate crimes 
against Jews in the UK. Antisemitism 
seems to have been given a new lease 
of life.

The seemingly endless con licts 
in the Middle East have made the 
problem worse as they spawn divi-
sive domestic politics in the West. 
But can the advance of antisemitism 
be attributed to the rise of right-wing 
populism or the in luence of Islamic 
fundamentalism? One thing is clear. 
Antisemitism is here and it’s getting 
worse.

Antisemitism rears its ugly head 
in every aspect of public life, wheth-
er internal debates within political 
parties or accusations of conspirato-
rial networks or plots in politics and 
business. Or even in the accusations 
that Hollywood mogul Harvey Wein-
stein’s sexually predatory behaviour 
was somehow linked to his Jewish 
origins.

But by focusing narrowly on the 
contemporary context of modern 
antisemitism, we miss a central, if 
deeply depressing, reality. Jeffrey 
Goldberg, the editor of The Atlantic 
magazine, puts it correctly when he 
says that what we are seeing is an an-
cient and deeply embedded hostility 
towards Jews that is reemerging as 
the barbarous events of World War 
II recede from our collective memory.

Goldberg says that for 70 years, in 
the shadow of the death camps, an-
tisemitism was culturally, politically 
and intellectually unacceptable. But 
now “we are witnessing … the de-
nouement of an unusual epoch in Eu-
ropean life, the age of the post-Holo-
caust Jewish dispensation”. Without 
an understanding of antisemitism’s 
ancient roots, the dark signi icance 
of this current trend may not be ful-
ly understood and hatred may sway 
popular opinion unchallenged.

Antisemitism has been called his-
tory’s oldest hatred and it has shown 
itself to be remarkably adaptable. 
It is carved from – and sustained by 
– powerful precedents and inher-
ited stereotypes. But it also taking 
on variant forms to re lect the con-
tingent fears and anxieties of an ev-
er-changing world. Understood this 
way, it is the modern manifestation 
of an ancient prejudice – one which 
some scholars believe stretches back 
to antiquity and medieval times.
ANCIENT TRADITION OF HATRED

The word “antisemitism” was pop-
ularised by the German journalist 
Wilhelm Marr. His polemic, Der Sieg 
des Judentums über das Germen-
tum (The Victory of Jewry over Ger-
mandom), was published in 1879. 
Outwardly, Marr was a thoroughly 
secular man of the modern world. 
He explicitly rejected the ground-
less but ancient Christian allegations 
long made against the Jews, such as 
deicide or that Jews engaged in the 
ritual murder of Christian children. 
Instead, he drew on the fashionable 
theories of the French academic Er-
nest Renan (who viewed history as a 
world-shaping contest between Jew-
ish Semites and Aryan Indo-Europe-
ans). Marr suggested that the Jewish 
threat to Germany was racial. He said 
that it was born of their immutable 
and destructive nature, their “tribal 
peculiarities” and “alien essence”.

Antisemites like Marr strove for 

intellectual respectability by denying 
any connection between their own 
modern, secular ideology and the ir-
rational, superstitious bigotry of the 
past. It is a tactic which is employed 
by some contemporary antisemites 
who align themselves with “anti-Zi-
onism”, an ideology whose precise 
de inition consequently excites con-
siderable controversy. But this con-
tinuing hostility towards Jews from 
pre-modern to modern times has 
been manifest to many.

The American historian Joshua 
Trachtenberg, writing during World 
War II, noted:

“Modern so-called ‘scienti ic’ an-
tisemitism is not an invention of Hit-
ler’s … it has lourished primarily in 
central and eastern Europe, where 
medieval ideas and conditions have 
persisted until this day, and where 
the medieval conception of the Jew 
which underlies the prevailing emo-
tional antipathy toward him was, and 
still is, deeply rooted.”

In fact, up until the Holocaust, an-
tisemitism lourished just as much in 
western Europe as in central or east-
ern Europe. Consider, for example, 
how French society was bitterly di-
vided between 1894-1906, after the 
Jewish army of icer, Captain Alfred 
Dreyfus, was falsely accused and con-
victed of spying for Germany. It saw 
conservatives squaring up against 
liberals and socialists, Catholics 
against Jews.

Yet Trachtenberg was undoubted-
ly correct in suggesting that many of 
those who shaped modern antisem-
itism were profoundly in luenced 
by the older “medieval” tradition of 
religious bigotry. The Russian edi-
tor of the infamous Protocols of Zion 
– a crude and ugly, but tragically in-
luential, forgery alleging a Jewish 

world conspiracy – was the political 
reactionary, ultra-Orthodox, and self-
styled mystic Sergei Nilus.

Wrought by fear and hatred of the 
challenges to traditional religion, so-
cial hierarchies and culture posed by 
modernity, Nilus was convinced that 
the coming of the Antichrist was im-
minent and that those who failed to 
believe in the existence of “the elders 
of Zion” were simply the dupes of “Sa-
tan’s greatest ruse”.

So modern antisemitism cannot 
be easily separated from its pre-mod-
ern antecedents. As the Catholic theo-
logian Rosemary Ruether observed:

“The mythical Jew, who is the eter-
nal conspiratorial enemy of Christian 
faith, spirituality and redemption, 
was … shaped to serve as the scape-
goat for [the ills of] secular industrial 
society.”

ANTISEMITISM IN ANTIQUITY?
Some scholars would look to the 
pre-Christian world and see in the 
attitudes of ancient Greeks and Ro-
mans the origins of an enduring 
hostility. Religious Studies scholar 
Peter Schäfer believes the exclusive 
nature of the monotheistic Jewish 
faith, the apparent haughty sense of 
being a chosen people, a refusal to in-
termarry, a Sabbath observance and 
the practise of circumcision were all 
things that marked Jews out in antiq-
uity for a particular odium.

Finding examples of hostility to-
wards Jews in classical sources is not 
dif icult. The politician and lawyer 
Cicero, 106-43BC, once reminded a 
jury of “the odium of Jewish gold” and 
how they “[stick together]” and are 
“in luential in informal assemblies”. 
The Roman historian Tacitus, c.56-
120AD, was contemptuous of “base 
and abominable” Jewish customs 
and was deeply disturbed by those of 
his compatriots who had renounced 

their ancestral gods and converted 
to Judaism. The Roman poet and sat-
irist Juvenal, c.55-130AD, shared his 
disgust at the behaviour of converts 
to Judaism besides denouncing Jews 
generally as drunken and rowdy.

These few examples may point 
towards the existence of antisemi-
tism in antiquity. But there is little 
reason to believe that Jews were the 
objects of a speci ic prejudice be-
yond the generalised contempt that 
both Greeks and Romans exhibited 
towards “barbarians” – especially 
conquered and colonised peoples. 
Juvenal was every bit as rude about 
Greeks and other foreigners in Rome 
as he was about Jews. He complained 
bitterly: “I cannot stand … a Greek 
city of Rome. And yet what part of the 
dregs comes from Greece?” Once the 
full extent of Juvenal’s prejudice has 
been recognised, his snide remarks 
about Jews might be understood as 
being more indicative of an altogeth-
er more sweeping xenophobia.

THE ‘CHRIST KILLERS’
It is in the theology of early Christians 
that we ind the clearest foundations 
of antisemitism. The Adversus Ju-
daeos (arguments against the Jews) 
tradition was established early in the 
religion’s history. Sometime around 
140AD the Christian apologist Justin 
Martyr was teaching in Rome. In his 
most celebrated work, Dialogue with 
Trypho the Jew, Justin strove to an-
swer Trypho when he pointed to the 
contradictory position of Christians 
who claimed to accept Jewish scrip-
ture but refused to follow Torah (the 
Jewish law).

Justin responded that the de-
mands of Jewish law were meant 
only for Jews as a punishment from 
God. Although still accepting the pos-
sibility of Jewish salvation, he argued 
that the old covenant was inished, 
telling Trypho: “You ought to under-
stand that [the gifts of God’s favour] 
formerly among your nation have 
been transferred to us.” Yet Justin’s 
concern was not really with Jews. It 
was with his fellow Christians. At a 
time when the distinction between 
Judaism and Chritianity was still 
blurred and rival sects competed for 
adherents, he was striving to prevent 
gentile converts to Christianity from 
observing the Torah, lest they go over 
wholly to Judaism.

Vilifying Jews was a central part of 
Justin’s rhetorical strategy. He alleged 
that they were guilty of persecuting 
Christians and had done so ever since 
they “had killed the Christ”. It was an 
ugly charge, soon levelled again in the 
works of other Church Fathers, such 
as Tertullian (c.160-225AD) who re-
ferred to the “synagogues of the Jews” 
as “fountains of persecution”.

The objective of using such in-
vective was to settle internal debates 
within Christian congregations. The 
“Jews” in these writings were symbol-
ic. The allegations did not re lect the 
actual behaviour or beliefs of Jews. 
When Tertullian attempted to refute 
the dualist teachings of the Christian 
heretic Marcion (c.144AD), he need-
ed to demonstrate that the vengeful 
God of the Old Testament was indeed 
the same merciful and compassion-
ate God of the Christian New Testa-
ment. He achieved this by presenting 
the Jews as especially wicked and es-
pecially deserving of righteous anger; 
it was thus, Tertullian argued, that 
Jewish behaviours and Jewish sins 
explained the contrast between the 
Old and the New Testament.

To demonstrate this peculiar ma-
levolence, Tertullian portrayed Jews 
as denying the prophets, rejecting 
Jesus, persecuting Christians and as 

rebels against God. These stereotypes 
shaped Christian attitudes towards 
Jews from late antiquity into the me-
dieval period, leaving Jewish com-
munities vulnerable to periodic out-
breaks of persecution. These ranged 
from massacres, such as York in 
1190, to “ethnic cleansing”, as seen in 
the expulsions from England in 1290, 
France in 1306 and Spain in 1492.

Although it was real people who 
often suffered as a result of this ugly 
prejudice, antisemitism as a concept 
largely owes its longevity to its sym-
bolic and rhetorical power. American 
historian David Nirenberg concludes 
that “anti-Judaism was a tool that 
could usefully be deployed to almost 
any problem, a weapon that could be 
deployed on almost any front”. And 
this weapon has been wielded to dev-
astating effect for centuries. When 
Martin Luther thundered against the 
Papacy in 1543 he denounced the 
Roman Church as “the Devil’s Syn-
agogue” and Catholic orthodoxy as 
“Jewish” in its greed and materialism. 
In 1790, the Anglo-Irish conservative 
Edmund Burke published his mani-
festo, Re lections on the Revolution 
in France, and condemned the revo-
lutionaries as “Jew brokers” and “Old 
Jewry.”
FROM MARXISM TO HOLLYWOOD

Despite Karl Marx’s Jewish ancestry, 
Marxism was tainted at its very birth 
by antisemitism. In 1843, Karl Marx 
identi ied modern capitalism as the re-
sult of the “Judiasing” of the Christian:

“The Jew has emancipated himself 
in a Jewish manner not only annexing 
the power of money but also through 
him and also apart from him money 
has become a world power and the 
practical spirit of the Jew has become 
the practical spirit of the Christian 
people. The Jews have emancipated 
themselves in so far as the Christians 
have become Jews … Money is the 
jealous god of Israel before whom no 
other god may stand … The god of the 
Jews has been secularised and has 
become the god of the world.”

And there remain those, from 
across the political spectrum, who 
are still ready to deploy what Nire-
nberg referred to as “the most pow-
erful language of opprobrium avail-
able” in Western political discourse, 
commonly using the language of 
conspiracy, webs and networks. In 
2002, the left-leaning New Statesman 
included articles by Dennis Sewell 
and John Pilger, debating the exis-
tence of a “pro-Israeli lobby” in Brit-
ain. Their articles, however, proved 
less controversial than the the cover 
illustration chosen to introduce this 
theme, which drew on familiar tropes 
of secret Jewish machinations and 
dominance over national interests: 
a gold Star of David resting on the 
Union Jack, with the title: “A Kosher 
Conspiracy?” The following year, vet-
eran Labour MP Tam Dalyell accused 
the then prime minister, Tony Blair, of 
“being unduly in luenced by a cabal 
of Jewish advisers”. It is still language 
that is being used now.

On the far right, white suprema-
cists have been quick to project their 
own time-honoured fantasies of Jew-
ish malfeasance and power onto con-
temporary events, however seem-
ingly irrelevant. This was quickly ap-
parent in August 2017, as the future 
of memorials glorifying those who 
had rebelled against the union and 
defended slavery during America’s 
Civil War became the focus of intense 
debate in the United States. At Char-
lottesville, Virginia, demonstrators 
protesting against the removal of a 
statue of Confederate General Robert 

Antisemitism: how the origins of history’s
oldest hatred still hold sway today
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E Lee, began chanting “Jews will 
not replace us”. When journalist 
Elspeth Reeve asked one why, he 
replied that the city was “run by 
Jewish communists”.

When accusations of serious 
sexual misconduct by Weinstein 
were published by The New York 
Times in October 2017, he was 
quickly cast by the far right as a 
representative of the “eternal con-
spiratorial enemy” of American 
society as a whole. David Duke, 
former head of the Ku Klux Klan, 
would write on his website that 
the “Harvey Weinstein story … is a 
case study in the corrosive nature 
of Jewish domination of our media 
and cultural industries”.
‘THE HATREDS OF OUR TIME …’
Responding to such language, The 
Atlantic’s Emma Green astutely 
commented on how “the durabil-
ity of anti-Semitic tropes and the 
ease with which they slide into 
all displays of bigotry, is a chilling 
reminder that the hatreds of our 
time rhyme with history and are 
easily channelled through timeless 
anti-Semitic canards”.

There is real danger here as the 
spike in antisemitic hate crimes 
shows. This peculiar way of think-
ing about the world has always re-
tained the potential to turn hatred 
of symbolic Jews into the very real 
persecution of actual Jews. Given 
the marked escalation of antise-
mitic incidents recorded in 2017, 
we are now faced with the unset-
tling prospect that this bigotry is 
becoming “normalised”.

For example, the European 
Jewish Congress expressed “grave 
concerns” over an increase in an-
tisemitic acts in Poland under 
the right-wing Law and Justice 
government which won the 2015 
parliamentary election with an 
outright majority. The group said 
the government was “closing … 
communications with the of icial 
representatives of the Jewish com-
munity” and there was a “prolifer-
ation of ‘fascist slogans’ and unset-
tling remarks on social media and 
television, as well as the display of 
lags of the nationalist … group at 

state ceremonies”.
In response to these fears, a 

survey investigating antisemitism 

within the European Union will 
be undertaken in 2018, led by the 
European Union Agency for Funda-
mental Rights. The agency’s direc-
tor, Michael O’Flaherty, comment-
ed, correctly, that: “Antisemitism re-
mains a grave worry across Europe 
despite repeated efforts to stamp 
out these age-old prejudices.”

Given the phenomenon’s deep 
historical roots and its epoch de-
fying capacity for reinvention, it 
would be easy to be pessimistic 
about the prospect of another ef-
fort to “stamp it out”. But an histor-
ical awareness of the nature of an-
tisemitism may prove a powerful 
ally for those who would challenge 
prejudice. The ancient tropes and 
slights may cloak themselves in 
modern garb but even softly-spo-
ken allegations of conspiratorial 
“lobbies” and “cabals” should be 
recognised for what they are: the 
mobilisation of an ancient lan-
guage and ideology of hate for 
which there should be no place in 
our time.

[the writer is Principal Lec-
turer in History, Manchester 

Metropolitan University]

Antisemitism: how the origins of history’s
oldest hatred still hold sway today
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H , M  11 
(PTI): Cracking the whip 
against underage driving, 
as many 69 parents have 
been jailed in Hyderabad 
over the past one month 
for allowing their minor 
children to drive, police 
said.

The Hyderabad Traf ic 
Police (HTP), as part of its 
campaign against under-
age driving found minors 
in the age group of 14-16 
years, driving bikes, scoot-
ers and cars and in some 
cases even three-wheel-
ers, without driving li-
cences, Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police (Traf ic) A 
V Ranganath said.

Subsequently, the 
parents (fathers) of the 
69 teenagers were pro-

duced before the local 
courts, which sent them 
to jail ranging from one-
day to three-day impris-
onment apart from im-
posing ines for the viola-
tion of rules pertaining to 
underage driving.

HTP launched the 
drive against under-
age driving in the irst 
week of February in the 
wake of series of road 
accidents in Hyderabad 
during January in which 
ive minors were killed, 

the DCP said.
“We have been im-

posing ines through the 
courts for the past two 
years. But it did not have 
desired impact (against 
underage driving). Fol-
lowing the series of road 

mishaps involving mi-
nors we went severely 
against minor driving,” 
he said.

“We invoked the pro-
visions of the Motor Ve-
hicles Act and request-
ed local courts citing 
various Supreme Court 
judgements that minor 
driving should be treated 
seriously as it not only 
endangers lives of minor 
drivers but of others also 
and the courts were con-
vinced of our requests,” 
Ranganath told PTI.

The parents are being 
prosecuted under sec-
tion 180 of the MV Act 
(Allowing unauthorised 
persons to drive vehi-
cles), as they were al-
lowing driving by an un-

der-aged person, he said.
While under section 

181 of the Act (driving 
without licence), the mi-
nor drivers were being 
prosecuted and so far 
three juvenile drivers 
were punished and also 
sent to juvenile homes.

According to the DCP 
there has been tremen-
dous appreciation from 
parents over the drive 
against underage driving 
and they have congratu-
lated the police for being 
harsh as it would deter 
children from asking 
bikes and cars.

“This drive (against 
underage driving) will 
continue till this year-
end and we want to sta-
bilise it,” Ranganath said.

69 parents jailed for allowing minors
drive on roads in Hyderbad

I , M  10 (PTI): 
Arunachal Pradesh 
Chief Minister Pema 
Khandu has directed 
the authorities of North 
Eastern Electrical Power 
Corporation (NEEPCO) 
to avoid delay in 
completion of the 110 
MW Pare Hydro Project, 
an of icial statement has 
said.

He asked them to 
abide by schedule for the 
trial run of the turbines 
and the commissioning 
of the project.

Khandu, along with 
Deputy Chief Minister 
Chowna Mein, Speaker T 
N Thongdok, Power Min-
ister TamiyoTaga and a 
host of other legislators, 
visited the project site 
at Jampa-Sopo area yes-
terday to take stock of 
the much-awaited hydro 
project.

Urban Development 
Minister Nabam Rebia, 
who is also the local leg-
islator, showed the digni-
taries around along with 
other of icials of NEEP-
CO, the statement said.

The work on the proj-
ect started in 2010 and 
was originally scheduled 
to be completed by Au-
gust 2012. The date was 
later revised to 2017 as 
heavy machineries could 
not reach the project 
site owing to the con-
struction of the Trans-

Arunachal Highway.
The NEEPCO of icials 

have assured the chief 
minister that the project 
would be ready for com-
missioning by March 31 
but it would take them 
few more months to gen-
erate optimum power.

The CM expressed 
satisfaction over the 
progress of the project 
and assured full cooper-
ation of his government, 
the statement said.

“This is a big and im-
portant project for the 
state.

Not just the local peo-
ple, it would bene it the 
entire state.

It is a matter of im-
mense satisfaction that 
at least one of the sever-
al hydro projects in the 
state is getting commis-
sioned within a month,” 
it said quoting the CM.

Later in the day, 
Khandu laid the foun-
dation of a bridge over 
Dikrong river. The bridge 
will connect Sopo with 
Lekhi village in the area, 
the statement added.

Arunachal
CM take stock of

power project

Gold bars 
valued at Rs 
4.8 cr seized 
near India-
Myanmar 
border
I , M  11 (PTI): 
Assam Ri les has seized 
97 gold bars worth Rs 
4.8 crore from a vehicle 
in Tengnoupal district 
of Manipur, near the In-
dia-Myanmar border, and 
arrested one person in 
this connection, a release 
issued by the para-mili-
tary force has said. 

The troops, while 
frisking the vehicles at 
Khudengthabi check post 
on the Imphal-Moreh 
highway on Friday, found 
the gold bars concealed 
inside the cavity of a car’s 
chassis, it said.

The vehicle was pro-
ceeding towards the 
state capital from the 
border town of Moreh in 
Tengnoupal district.

The arrested indi-
vidual has been handed 
over to the Directorate 
of Revenue Intelligence, 
Imphal, it added.

S , M  11 
(PTI): In a surprising 
ind, a study has revealed 

that pollution in Srinagar 
the summer capital of 
Jammu and Kashmir hits 
dangerous levels during 
winter months as the air 
carries ive times more 
tiny particulate matter 
than the permissible lim-
it, with the experts term-
ing it a worrying devel-
opment.

The study, jointly con-
ducted by a team of scien-
tists from Pune-based In-
dian Institute of Tropical 

Meteorology (IITM) and 
University of Kashmir, 
found that the air quality 
deteriorates signi icant-
ly during the winters in 
the city, known as one of 
the world’s major tourist 
destination and also for 
its pristine environment.

“Long term monitor-
ing of ine particulate 
matter, PM2.5, respon-
sible for deteriorating 
human health, has been 
done and the results in-
dicate that air quality of 
the capital city Srinagar 
deteriorates signi icant-

ly during the winter,” 
the study, conducted 
between May 2013 and 
April 2014 and the re-
port of which was re-
leased recently, said.

It found that PM 2.5 
levels in winter touched 
348 micro-grams per 
cubic metre ive times 
higher than the national 
permissible limit of 60 
micro-grams per cubic 
metre, mainly due to the 
use of coal for domestic 
purpose.

“The level of PM2.5 
touches a peak value of 
348 micro-grams per cu-
bic metre against the In-
dian permissible limit of 
60 micro-grams per cu-
bic metre. The emissions 
due to domestic coal 
usage are found to be 
1246.4 tons/year, which 
accounts for 84 per cent 
of the total annual emis-
sions,” it said.

On some days, the air 
pollution in Srinagar is 
worse than that of Delhi 

and overall as bad as 
Kolkata.

“While the overall 
pollution in Srinagar (in 
winter) is as bad as in 
Kolkata, on some days, it 
is as bad or worse than 
Delhi,” Shakil Ahmad 
Romshoo, Head Depart-
ment of Earth Sciences at 
Kashmir University, and 
one of the authors of the 
study, said.

He said what was 
worrying was that the 
air quality in Srinagar is 
worst among all Hima-
layan states in the country.

“There are inter-an-
nual variations. The 
dry weather in winter 
months spikes up the 
pollution levels, while 
it decreases whenever 
there is rainfall or snow-
fall,” Romshoo said.

The study revealed 
that cold temperatures 
with dry conditions 
along with elevated lev-
el of biofuel emissions 
from domestic sector are 

found to be the major 
processes responsible 
for winter period partic-
ulate pollution.

“The emission from 
vehicular combustion is 
220.5 tons/year which 
accounts for 15 per cent 
of the total annual emis-
sions, followed by the 
emissions from fuel wood 
burning that is around 
8.06 tons/year one per 
cent,” it said, adding that 
westerly winds originat-
ing from Afghanistan and 
surrounding areas also 
contribute to the high 
PM2.5 levels.

The study said high 
altitude destinations 
around the world are 
perceived to have a 
clean environment and 
have become preferred 
places for tourist 
attractions, but such 
places are slowly found 
to be environmentally 
degrading due to ever 
increasing tourists and 
associated emissions.

K , M  11 (PTI): 
The question paper pack-
ets of West Bengal Sec-
ondary Examinations, set 
to begin tomorrow, have 
been itted with a micro-
chip, which will send an 
alert to its server as soon 
as the seal is broken.

West Bengal Board 
of Secondary Education 
President Kalyanmoy 
Ganguly told reporters 
that the microchip will 
be put on a sticker on the 
sealed envelope contain-
ing the question papers.

“The specially de-
signed envelopes will be 

GPS-enabled, enclosed 
by a seal. If the seal is 
broken, the data will be 
passed on to the cen-
tral server at the control 
room at the Board of ice 
here,” Ganguly said yes-
terday.

The question papers 
will be despatched from 
the main venue in each 
district to the examina-
tion centre by 10.30 am.

Once the venue su-
pervisor opens the pack-
et for sorting purpose by 
11.15 am, the data will 
be relayed to the central 
server and the Board 

will crosscheck who re-
ceived and opened the 
packet with its own list 
of names.

The invigilators at the 
examination centres will 
have to sign on the pack-
ets by 11.40 am, ive min-
utes before the distribu-
tion of question papers, 
Ganguly said.

The steps will ensure 
that there were no mal-
practices or unfair means 
during the examinations.

The Board president 
said no electronic gadget 
would be allowed inside 
the examination halls.

Microchip to prevent 
question leak in Secondary

Examinations

A  (B ), M  
11 (PTI): An FIR has 
been lodged against Bi-
har BJP chief Nityanand 
Rai for violating the 
model code of conduct by 
allegedly making provoc-
ative speech during cam-
paigning for Araria Lok 
Sabha bypolls, an of icial 
said today.

Narpatganj Assembly 
constituency’s nodal of-
icer-cum- Circle Of icer 

Nishant Kumar yesterday 

lodged the FIR.
“I have asked Nar-

patganj Assembly con-
stituency’s nodal of i-
cer-cum-Circle Of icer 
to lodge an FIR against 
Bihar BJP Nityanand Rai 
chief Nityanand Rai for 
violating model code of 
conduct,” Araria District 
Magistrate Himanshu 
Sharma told PTI.

While campaigning 
for his party’s candidate 
at a public meeting at 

Narpatganj on March 9, 
Rao allegedly said, if the 
RJD candidate wins this 
election, Araria will be-
come a safe haven for the 
ISIS.

Rai is also a Lok 
Sabha member from Uji-
arpur in Bihar.

RJD vice-president 
Shivanand Tiwary 
had also taken strong 
exception to Rai’s 
statement terming it as 
outrageous.

FIR lodged against 
Bihar BJP chief for 

violating model code

Pollution hits dangerous levels in
Srinagar during winters: Study
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N  D , M  11 (PTI): Tasli-
ma Nasrin’s book “Dwikhandito” 
(Split in two), which was banned 
by the West Bengal government in 
2003 for allegedly hurting the sen-
timents of the Muslim community, 
is now available in English.

Nasrin is known for her writing 
on women’s rights and criticism of 
religious fundamentalism. This de-
iance on her part had led to the 

ban on the Bengali original of the 
book by the then Left Front in West 
Bengal as well as the government 
of Bangladesh.

While the West Bengal govern-

ment lifted the injunction after the 
ban was struck down by the Cal-
cutta High Court in 2005, Nasrin 
was eventually driven out of Kolk-
ata and forced to expunge passag-
es from the book, besides facing 
a four-million-dollar defamation 
lawsuit.

Now published in English as 
“Split: A Life” by Penguin Random 
House India, the book tells about 
Nasrin’s experiences and works, 
her stint as a doctor, how she be-
came the target of fundamental-
ists, how “Lajja” was banned and 
her life in exile in India.

“In my country, fundamental-
ism was on the rise and the winds 

were blowing in their favour. As 
usual, women were the irst to 
fall victim to the fatwas issued by 
fatwaphilic maulanas in villages 
across the country,” she writes in 
the book, translated by Maharghya 
Chakraborty.

About her writings, she says 
she wrote with a lot of trepidation 
and awkwardness and was never 
fully happy with the inal outcome.

“Despite the nagging voices 
in my head regarding my novels, 
there was one thing at least that I 
could achieve in them. With each 
woman whose life I laid bare in the 

pages of my novels I tried to reaf-
irm that a woman’s body and her 

heart were her own and not some-
one else’s property to treat as they 
pleased,” she writes.

On the ban on “Lajja”and the 
subsequent fatwa against her, Nas-
rin describes how the foreign me-
dia was after her, requesting inter-
views, op-ed pieces and reactions.

“...mosque was not safe for me, 
nor was the home of someone 
staunchly conservative, nor a dark 
alley, an empty road, a terrorist’ 
hideout, a den of drunks, some re-
ligious event, a Jamaat congrega-

tion or literally a villain’s lair,” she 
says, adding the safest place was 
the con ines of her home.

Narin says “Lajja” wasn’t the 
main reason behind the ire of the 
fundamentalists.

“The fundamentalists had been 
upset with me for some time; the 
ban had only managed to add fuel 
to the ire that had been simmer-
ing for a long time. This explained 
the fatwa. The government’s inac-
tion had bolstered their courage 
and further fanned the lames. 
This explained the nationwide 
movement,” she writes.

Taslima book once banned by Bengal now in English

N  D , M  11 (PTI): 
Young Akhil Sheoran clinched 
the gold medal in men’s 50m 
ri le 3 position with plenty 
to spare as India continued 
their superlative run at the 
ISSF World Cup in Guadalaja-
ra, Mexico.

Sheoran, thus, became the 
fourth young Indian shooter 
to win a medal on ISSF World 
Cup debut.

This was after the likes of 
Shahzar Rizvi, Manu Bhak-
er, Mehuli Ghosh and Anjum 
Moudgil had put India on top 
of the medal standings with 
their performances over the 
last week.

Sheoran’s gold was India’s 
fourth of the competition and 
makes it almost certain that 
the country would inish on 
top of the medals tally for the 
irst time in an ISSF World Cup.

Sheoran shot 455.6 in the 
inal to pip Austria’s Bernhard 

Pickl in second place with 
452.

In a classy ield which in-
cluded 38-time ISSF medallist 
and Hungarian ri le legend 
Peter Sidi, Rio Olympic Bronze 
medallist Alexis Reynauld of 
France and air ri le gold med-
allist Istvan Peni, also of Hun-
gary besides India’s champion 
3 position exponent Sanjeev 

Rajput, Sheoran’s performance 
in tough conditions belied his 
age and experience.

Earlier in the quali ication 
round where each shooter 
shoots 40-shots in each posi-
tion, the experienced Rajput 
shot a solid 1176 out of a pos-
sible 1200 to qualify second 

behind Peni who shot 1178.
Sheoran was fourth with 

1174 while young Swapnil 
Kusale, competing in his irst 
World Cup, shot 1168 for sev-
enth place to ensure all three In-
dians made the eight-man inal.

Rajput had the best prone 
round among all quali iers 

with a 398 out of 400 while 
both he and Sheoran had the 
strongest kneeling round 
among the eight with scores 
of 392 each.

Swapnil had the stron-
gest standing round among 
the three Indians with a 390 
score which was the second 
best in the position among all 
quali iers.

In the inal, Rajput was 
strongest off the blocks, being 
in second spot after the irst 
10 kneeling shots with Sheo-
ran in third and Swapnil in 
joint fourth place.

At the end of it, Rajput 
was 0.6 clear of second placed 
Austrian Pickl. Sheoran was 
in fourth and Swapnil in ifth 
place with Istvan Peni loom-
ing in third spot. World num-
ber one in the event and Rio 
Olympics bronze medallist 
Alexis Raynauld of France was 
down in eighth place, while 
Sidi was placed seventh after 
the irst Kneeling position.

Rajput got stronger in the 
15-shot prone round and by 
the end of it was 1.1 clear of 
second placed Sheoran.

After ive shots in the 
standing round, Sheoran was 
a point clear of the ield with 
Peni moving to second. Sheo-
ran led the ield at the end of 
the third round with a com-
fortable 2.3 point margin.

Sheoran came up with a 
10.8 in the 42nd shot to seal 
the gold in his favour. And even 
a 10.8 in the next shot could 
not help Raiput to inish on the 
podium and he had to be con-
tent with the fourth place.

Meanwhile, Manu Bhaker 
has quali ied in fourth place 
for the women’s 25m Pistol 
Final, shooting a score of 581.

Annu Raj Singh shot 575 
to inish 10th. Anna Korakaki, 
the reigning Olympic Champi-
on in the event and Heidi Ger-
ber, the Rio Bronze medallist, 
are also among the eight who 
have quali ied.

Akhil Sheoran wins gold in shooting World Cup

Bindra lauds 
India’s show 
in Mexico 
WC, says 
shooting is in 
safe hands
N  D , M  
11(PTI): Olympic gold 
medalist Abhinav Bindra 
has lauded the brilliant 
performances of Indian 
shooters at the ongo-
ing the ISSF World Cup 
in Guadalajara, Mexico, 
saying the future augurs 
well for the sport.

India are set to in-
ish on top of the medals 
tally for the irst time in 
an ISSF World Cup after 
clinching as many as four 
golds, one silver and four 
bronze medals.

Young Akhil Sheoran 
clinched the gold medal 
in men’s 50m ri le 3 po-
sition today and joined 
the likes of Shahzar Riz-
vi, Manu Bhaker, Me-
huli Ghosh and Anjum 
Moudgil had put India on 
top of the medal stand-
ings with their perfor-
mances over the last 
week.

Bindra said shoot-
ing is in safe hands and 
the current lot has what 
it takes to be Olympic 
champions in future.

“The Indian Shooting 
Teams performance at 
Mexico starts a new era 
in Indian shooting. The 
future is in extremely 
safe hands &am con i-
dent that the young ath-
letes have the ingredi-
ents to take them to the 
very top of the Olympic 
podium. Congratulations 
to all,” Bindra tweeted.

The Beijing Olympics 
10m air ri le gold medal-
list also had words of ap-
preciation for the coach-
es and support staff of 
the shooting contingent.

“Also a special men-
tion for all the Junior Team 
Coaches and support staff 
who have worked tire-
lessly away from the spot-
light and bright lights to 
lay a strong foundation 
which has resulted in all 
the medals. They must 
be empowered to further 
their work,” Bindra wrote.

G , M  11 
(PTI): Hero MotoCorp 
Chairman and Managing 
Director Pawan Munjal 
today called for better in-
frastructure and facilities 
for the growth of golf in 
the country.

For starters, there 
is a dire need to have 
more public golf courses, 
which can be accessed 
by budding golfers,” said 
Munjal, former Chairman 
of the Asian PGA Tour 
Board of Directors and 
the Past President of Pro-
fessional Golfers Associa-
tion of India (PGAI).

“Currently out of the 
250-plus golf courses in 
India, only a handful is 
open to the public or walk-
ins. The gol ing infrastruc-
ture has to be made ac-
cessible and affordable to 
greater numbers.

“That will kindle in-
terest and love for the 
game in the general pub-
lic and parents, who will 
then be motivated to let 
their kids take up the 
sport, said Munjal on the 
sidelines of Hero Indian 
Open today.

Munjal, who is also 
the CEO of Hero Moto-
Corp, agrees that the de-
velopment of golf cours-
es in India is on a rise 
but he feels that most of 
these are real estate led 
and tourism-oriented.

No doubt, these as-
pects are important, but 
we need both -- cham-
pionship courses for the 
game at the higher levels 
and basic facilities such 
as driving ranges, public 
courses and academies 
to promote the game at 
beginner’s level.

Munjal calls for
better infrastructure to

make golf popular

C , M  11 (PTI): Skip-
per Rohit Sharma will be des-
perate to get back to form as a 
resurgent India look to set their 
record straight against hosts Sri 
Lanka in the third match of the 
Nidahas Tri-Series, here tomor-
row.

The stand-in skipper, possi-
bly the most proli ic white ball 
player after regular leader Virat 
Kohli, has gone off the boil since 
the start of the South Africa se-
ries.

He will like to score heavily 
to get his con idence back as he 
frets on whether he could give 
Rishabh Pant another game in 
the tournament.

Touted as Dhoni’s successor, 
Pant is yet to do justice to his 
immense potential till now. With 
someone like KL Rahul waiting 
for his chance, time is running 
out for the burly youngster from 
Rourkee.

Rahul’s presence gives his 
skipper an option to use him as 
an opener and himself come at 
No 4, dropping Pant from the XI.

It was not a perfect start for 
India’s second string squad in 
the tournament as they lost by 
ive wickets against the hosts in 

the opening match.
But the Sharma-led side 

bounced back strongly to beat 
Bangladesh by six wickets in 
their next match.

So tomorrow’s match would 
provide India with a chance to 
make amends for the mistakes 
they committed against the Is-
landers in the opener.

The tournament is current-
ly evenly poised as all the three 
teams have won a game each 
from two outings but Sri Lanka 
are leading the table on net run 
rate ahead of India and Bangla-
desh.

But a win tomorrow would 
take India to the top, dislodging 
the Lankans.

Opener Shikhar Dhawan is in 
imperious form with two back-

to-back half-centuries in the 
tournament so far.

After his 49-ball 90 in the 
opener against Sri Lanka, Dha-
wan made 55 off 43 deliveries 
to help India chase down Ban-
gladesh’s below-par 140 total 
with consummate ease in the 
last game.

After an indifferent Test se-
ries against the Proteas, Dhawan 
found his mojo back at the start 
of the limited overs leg in South 
Africa which can be ascertained 
from his sequence of scores in 
the last ive T20 -- 55, 90, 47, 24, 
72.

But Rohit’s form remains a 
cause of concern for India as he 
made 17,0, 11, 0 and 21 in the 
last ive T20 matches.

Among other Indian bats-
men, Manish Pandey (37, 27) 
looked in good nick and along 
with comeback man Suresh 
Raina and Dinesh Karthik form 
the core of the team’s middle-or-
der.

On the bowling front, Jaydev 
Unaadkat needs to be more con-
sistent. The left-ar pacer has 
picked up four wickets in two 

matches so far but leaked runs 
which is not expected while 
spearheading the attack.

The young and inexperi-
enced Indian bowlers have done 
a decent job so far with the likes 
of Washington Sundar, Yuzven-
dra Chahal and Vijay Shankar 
living upto their expectations.

Sri Lanka, on the other 
hand, would be smarting from 
the shocking ive-wicket loss to 
Bangladesh last night.

Bangladesh pulled off a 
memorable record chase to stun 
the Lankans last night, ending 
their recent run of reverses 
against the islanders owing to 
Mush iqur Rahim’s belligerent 
35-ball 72.

Chasing a mammoth 215 in 
the stipulated 20 overs, Ban-
gladesh crossed the line in 19.4 
overs for the loss of ive wickets, 
which was the fourth highest 
run chase in T20 Internationals 
and Bangladesh’s best.

The Lankan bowlers were 
taken to cleaners by Bangladesh 
batsmen and the hosts would be 
hoping for an improved show 
tomorrow.

On the batting from, the 
two Kusals -- Kusal Mendis and 
Kusal Perera are in ine form for 
Sri Lanka.

Indian bowlers would be 
wary about Perera, in particu-
lar, who has scored 66 and 74 
in the two matches, while Men-
dis made 57 against Bangladesh 
yesterday.

Teams (from): 
Squads: 
India: Rohit Sharma (c), Shi-

khar Dhawan (vice-captain), KL 
Rahul, Suresh Raina, Manish 
Pandey, Dinesh Karthik (wk), 
Deepak Hooda, Washington 
Sundar, Yuzvendra Chahal, Axar 
Patel, Vijay Shankar, Shardul 
Thakur, Jaydev Unadkat, Mo-
hammad Siraj and Rishabh Pant 
(wk).

Sri Lanka: Dinesh Chandimal 
(c), Suranga Lakmal (vc), Upul 
Tharanga, Danushka Gunathila-
ka, Kusal Mendis, Dasun Shana-
ka, Kusal Janith Perera, Thisara 
Perera, Jeevan Mendis, Isuru 
Udana, Akila Dananjaya, Amila 
Aponso, Nuwan Pradeep, Dush-
mantha Chameera, Dhananjaya 
De Silva.

India fret over Rohit’s form 
ahead of Lanka clash
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NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR AFFECTIONATE MORNING DEAR RESPECT DEAR HAWK EVENING

Draw Time: 11:55 am onwards Draw Time: 04:00 pm onwards Draw Time: 08:00 pm onwards
Draw No:14 DrawDate on:11/03/18 Draw No:14 DrawDate on:11/03/18 Draw No:32 DrawDate on:11/03/18
1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 89D 21258 1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 95L 09836 1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 96L 31655

  (Including Super Prize Amt)   (Including Super Prize Amt)    (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 21258 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 09836 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 31655 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
07074 26972 33409 42131 52393 10671 18300 25546 29728 30908 03596 06993 27957 29343 30750
62978 65343 68621 68658 93337 33576 69719 71343 84882 97353 40720 44424 56133 63612 65409
3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0657 2940 3478 3544 4966 6173 6650 7785 7968 8550 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0183 1824 1917 3976 5582 5634 5922 6513 6801 9355 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 1549 2937 3402 3711 4747 5621 6235 6806 9549 9861
4th Prize Rs.250/- 0143 0508 2536 2664 5845 8102 9384 9393 9499 9537 4th Prize Rs.250/- 0206 0392 0928 1786 2705 3158 4286 5148 5628 8506 4th Prize Rs.250/- 0002 1501 2426 2458 2517 4982 5564 6159 7860 9978
5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/-
0051 0193 0206 0249 0316 0451 0469 0585 0632 0823 0207 0273 0395 0567 0627 0884 0916 1279 1754 1796 0059 0243 0335 0344 0390 0516 0547 0576 0593 0784
0837 0968 0969 1127 1147 1161 1212 1284 1346 1392 1896 2017 2084 2276 2341 2352 2359 2378 2565 2744 0922 0979 0998 1200 1387 1524 1539 1697 2161 2269
1490 1868 1876 1946 2221 2274 2479 2545 2697 3020 2780 2900 2947 3031 3260 3333 3476 3634 3688 3823 2453 2486 2534 2557 2677 2688 2798 2823 3105 3300
3062 3183 3656 3663 3800 3838 3897 4008 4040 4200 4010 4029 4064 4066 4113 4205 4518 4536 4553 4663 3301 3462 3585 3649 3671 3674 3686 3752 3853 3871
4353 4724 4731 4797 4928 5016 5050 5138 5139 5179 4771 4823 5135 5198 5203 5556 5606 5627 5752 5839 4089 4132 4242 4312 4313 4575 4593 4689 4796 4890
5242 5271 5335 5744 5755 5796 5975 6010 6041 6044 5916 6130 6379 6589 6636 6647 6742 6759 6808 6904 5093 5194 5380 5404 5477 5696 5731 5756 5777 5897
6411 6451 6476 6648 6692 6738 6826 6909 6910 6924 7180 7196 7258 7276 7285 7302 7377 7407 7500 7511 5927 5955 5964 6178 6272 6273 6281 6291 6326 6417
6985 7118 7176 7264 7277 7343 7363 7390 7476 7536 7539 7552 7586 7603 7659 7687 8044 8292 8303 8314 6439 6449 6450 6585 6651 6700 6725 6771 6833 7059
7549 7760 8012 8208 8264 8295 8326 8644 8661 8929 8333 8390 8460 8487 8652 8698 8719 8745 8816 9002 7142 7454 7851 8021 8138 8164 8235 8422 8463 8569
9020 9054 9210 9274 9300 9335 9415 9547 9782 9863 9084 9171 9175 9335 9352 9371 9458 9459 9596 9956 8678 8782 9001 9089 9094 9280 9446 9500 9508 9577
     Issued by: 

The Director, Nagaland State Lotteries, Kohima, Nagaland
For Results, Please visit: www.nagalandlotteries.com

K I N D L Y     C H E C K     T H E     R E S U L T S     W I T H     T H E     O F F I C I A L     G A Z E T T E  

ARUNACHAL PRADESH STATE LOTTERIES
MUMBAILAXMI RANI

Draw No:5 DrawDate on:11/03/18
1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 3170 2nd Prize Rs.2,000/- 1637
3rd Prize Rs. 1,000/- 2299 4th Prize Rs.  506/- 2142
5th Prize Rs.200/-
1036 1065 1125 1152 1170 1207 1228 1234 1319 1389
1414 1439 1487 1501 1517 1563 1635 1905 1965 2020
2022 2040 2063 2087 2133 2215 2219 2266 2460 2480
2492 2531 2537 2733 2764 2765 2818 2825 2885 3037
3083 3136 3222 3255 3260 3300 3357 3417 3422 3425
3435 3457 3460 3513 3575 3632 3652 3665 3706 3733
3798 3853 4068 4100 4177 4199 4303 4338 4394 4395
4433 4453 4480 4495 4571 4811 4817 4875 4903 4960
5040 5087 5188 5200 5202 5211 5275 5335 5377 5388
5455 5480 5531 5534 5622 5779 5850 5868 5890 5960
6th Prize Rs.100/-
1016 1025 1033 1064 1072 1100 1146 1162 1163 1192
1260 1291 1301 1312 1314 1337 1378 1380 1386 1454
1505 1509 1551 1577 1611 1641 1684 1711 1721 1728
1745 1817 1825 1870 1875 2031 2075 2095 2121 2204
2207 2211 2213 2220 2259 2276 2309 2331 2384 2396
2405 2415 2432 2478 2483 2500 2530 2563 2591 2593
2620 2621 2652 2657 2680 2691 2692 2795 2829 2896
2916 2928 2957 2962 2974 2988 3011 3016 3042 3044
3082 3111 3125 3157 3173 3175 3187 3233 3249 3254
3325 3344 3353 3387 3409 3418 3443 3464 3504 3510
3529 3560 3568 3618 3748 3753 3767 3771 3772 3850
3851 3894 3899 3938 3954 3974 3989 4029 4046 4056
4080 4098 4124 4128 4152 4169 4213 4228 4230 4234
4237 4273 4288 4349 4350 4369 4400 4405 4425 4446
4451 4487 4512 4520 4528 4531 4537 4544 4548 4577
4592 4632 4684 4703 4728 4748 4759 4809 4810 4812
4888 4956 4969 4976 5025 5054 5133 5186 5191 5198
5268 5286 5324 5353 5382 5423 5428 5430 5488 5527
5569 5649 5652 5669 5733 5737 5756 5773 5784 5795
5894 5899 5906 5926 5927 5972 5973 5976 5977 5981
Issued by:
The Commissioner,
ARUNACHAL PRADESH STATE LOTTERIES,ITANAGAR.

 MIZORAM STATE LOTTERIES
 LABHLAXMI LIBRA

 Draw No:5 DrawDate on:11/03/18
 1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 6753
 2nd Prize Rs.1,000/- 1103 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 5388
 4th Prize Rs.300/- 2528 5th Prize Rs.  206/- 1529
 6th Prize Rs.100/-
 1023 1096 1107 1110 1114 1126 1167 1168 1181 1201
 1268 1320 1321 1338 1344 1352 1367 1382 1419 1421
 1438 1446 1459 1469 1495 1513 1517 1530 1533 1545
 1591 1671 1726 1731 1737 1747 1766 1789 1818 1823
 1837 1874 1916 1955 2019 2029 2032 2080 2092 2240
 2282 2303 2333 2360 2391 2392 2407 2429 2438 2475
 2513 2520 2578 2579 2608 2613 2615 2634 2638 2678
 2687 2701 2706 2710 2713 2755 2759 2818 2886 2926
 2937 2944 2953 2959 2970 3015 3025 3040 3048 3055
 3073 3121 3142 3153 3171 3186 3189 3201 3235 3236
 3265 3268 3285 3341 3373 3450 3484 3491 3492 3499
 3513 3520 3530 3544 3555 3573 3633 3662 3721 3732
 3765 3771 3826 3834 3910 3920 3936 4011 4113 4138
 4150 4204 4238 4242 4272 4297 4308 4318 4326 4378
 4392 4427 4436 4437 4464 4481 4511 4529 4534 4537
 4542 4604 4628 4661 4664 4679 4757 4813 4823 4887
 4915 4921 4922 4926 4927 4929 4954 4963 4970 4988
 4992 5022 5093 5119 5133 5188 5202 5209 5221 5224
 5231 5266 5271 5274 5277 5328 5393 5407 5432 5442
 5467 5469 5471 5474 5580 5588 5623 5641 5677 5693
 5694 5757 5773 5806 5860 5867 5892 5914 6029 6068
 6069 6106 6138 6147 6182 6188 6238 6240 6256 6315
 6325 6326 6357 6367 6378 6421 6445 6456 6462 6463
 6497 6543 6567 6582 6618 6734 6741 6750 6762 6861
Issued by:
The Director ,Mizoram State Lotteries,
For result please visit: www.mizoramlotteries.com
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L , M  11 (PTI): 
A shoe was hurled at 
Pakistan’s ousted prime 
minister Nawaz Sharif 
by a religious extremist 
today during a function 
at an Islamic seminary in 
Lahore.

The incident took 
place a day after religious 
extremist blackened the 
face of Pakistan’s Foreign 
Minister Khwaja Asif with 
ink when he was address-
ing his party’s worker’s 
convention in his home-
town in Sialkot, some 
100-km from Lahore.

Today Sharif was a 
chief guest at Jamia Nae-
mia seminary, Ghari Sha-
hu Lahore.

As Sharif was heading 
towards rostrum for a 
speech, a student hurled 

a shoe at him that hit his 
shoulder and ear.

The student also 
managed to reach in 
front of Sharif and chant-
ed “Labbaik Ya Rasoolul-
lah” slogan.

The security person-
nel caught the student 
and his other accom-
plice who also chanted 
“Labbaik Ya Rasoolullah” 
slogans and gave them 

sound thrashing.
Later, the two students 

were handed over to po-
lice. Police identi ied the 
shoe thrower as Abdul 
Ghafoor, a former student 
of the seminary, and his 
accomplice as Sajid. The 
situation became very 
tense after the incident.

Sharif made a brief 
speech in which he did not 
mention about the man 

who threw shoe at him.
The religious par-

ties especially Teh-
reek-e-Labbaik Pakistan 
had held Sharif and his 
party (PML-N) responsi-
ble for making an attempt 
to change a clause relat-
ed to inality of Prophet 
Mohammad (PBUH) in 
the Constitution.

In yesterday’s inci-
dent, Faiz Rasool, who 
threw ink at the foreign 
minister, told the police 
that he vent out his anger 
because the PML-N had 
tried to change the inal-
ity of the Prophet in the 
Constitution.

“This hurt the senti-
ments of millions of Paki-
stanis including myself,” 
he said.

Pakistan’s Law Min-

ister Zahid Hamid had 
to resign last November 
when hundreds of Teh-
reek-e-Labbaik Pakistan 
supporters camped at 
Islamabad’s Faizabad 
traffic interchange 
forcing the PML-N gov-
ernment to take action 
against those in the 
federal cabinet respon-
sible for attempting to 
change this clause from 
the Constitution.

The mainstream 
parties -- Pakistan Peo-
ple’s Party and Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaaf -- con-
demned the incident.

PML-N leader and 
Railway Minister Khwaja 
Saad Ra ique said those 
afraid of popularity of 
PML-N are behind such 
incidents.

Shoe thrown at Nawaz Sharif
at madrasa in Pak

China has abolished the limit on how long its leader can serve, meaning President Xi could now rule 
the country inde initely. The almost 3,000 hand-picked delegates at the National People’s Congress 

overwhelmingly endorsed the constitutional change, with 2,958 voting in favour. There were two votes 
against, three abstentions and one ballot was invalidated. The amendment overhauls a system intro-
duced by former leader Deng Xiaoping in 1982, which was introduced with the aim of preventing a repeat 
of the bloody reign of Mao Zedong. Until now, presidents had been limited to two consecutive terms.

W , M  11 
(PTI): US President Don-
ald Trump has threat-
ened to impose a hefty 
import duty on Europe-
an cars if the European 
Union retaliates against 
his steep tariffs on alumi-
num and steel.

Earlier this week, 
Trump of icially an-
nounced tariffs of 25 per 
cent on steel and 10 per 
cent on aluminum, de-
spite major opposition 
from his own party, trig-
gering a possible trade 
war with China and Eu-
rope.

The EU threatened an 
“arsenal” of retaliatory 
measures when the tar-
iffs were irst proposed, 
including imposing im-
port tariffs on products 
made in red districts.

Trump threatened to 
tax European-made cars 
if they retaliated against 
the aluminum and steel 
tariffs with their own 
taxes on US imports like 
Harley Davidson motor-
cycles, bourbon and blue 

jeans.
“The European 

Union, wonderful coun-
tries who treat the US 
very badly on trade, are 
complaining about the 
tariffs on steel and alu-
minum,” Trump said in a 
tweet Saturday.

“If they drop their 
horri ic barriers and tar-
iffs on US products going 
in, we will likewise drop 
ours. Big de icit. If not, 
we tax cars etc. FAIR!” 
Trump said in a tweet.

During a joint White 

House news conference 
with visiting Swedish 
Prime Minister Stefan 
Lofven, the European 
Union has been particu-
larly tough on the US.

The European Union, 
Trump rued, makes it al-
most impossible for the US 
to do business with them. 
And yet they send their 
cars and everything else 
back into the US, he said.

“And they can do 
whatever they like, but if 
they do that, then we put 
a big tax of 25 per cent 

on their cars, and believe 
me, they won’t be doing 
it very long,” Trump as-
serted.

“The European Union 
has not treated us well, 
and it’s been a very, very 
unfair trade situation. I’m 
here to protect, and one 
of the reasons I was elect-
ed is I’m protecting our 
workers, I’m protecting 
our companies, and I’m 
not going to let that hap-
pen,” Trump asserted.

As such Trump as-
serted that he is going 

ahead with his plans to 
sign the executive order 
to impose import tariffs 
on steel and aluminum.

“We’re doing tariffs 
on steel. We cannot lose 
our steel industry. It’s a 
fraction of what it once 
was. We can’t lose our 
aluminum industry; also 
a fraction of what it once 
was. And our country is 
doing well. The massive 
tax cuts, and all of the 
deregulation has really 
kicked us into gear,” he 
said.

“But I have to work on 
trade deals. We’re work-
ing on NAFTA (North 
American Free Trade 
Agreement) right now, 
and if we’re able to make 
a deal with Canada and 
Mexico in NAFTA, then 
there will be no reason to 
do the tariffs with Cana-
da and Mexico,” Trump 
said.

The NAFTA is an deal 
signed by Canada, Mex-
ico, and the US, creating 
a trilateral trade bloc in 
North America.

Trump threatens to impose tax on European cars

Xi set to rule 
China for life 
as parliament 
scraps two 
term limit
B , M  11 (PTI): 
China’s one-party po-
litical landscape today 
changed as the country’s 
rubber-stamp parlia-
ment rati ied a historic 
constitutional amend-
ment abolishing the two-
term limit for President 
Xi Jinping, paving the 
way for his continuation 
in power perhaps for life.

Set for his sec-
ond ive-year term as 
President this month, 
64-year-old Xi, the most 
powerful leader in re-
cent decades heading the 
ruling Communist Party 
of China (CPC) and the 
military, will now be the 
irst Chinese leader after 

the founder chairman 
Mao Zedong to remain in 
power lifelong.

The National People’s 
Congress (NPC) has kept 
its reputation as the rub-
ber stamp parliament for 
its routine approval of CPC 
proposals by voting exact-
ly to the of icial script.

The amendment re-
moving the term limits for 
the president and the vice 
president was approved 
by the NPC with 2,958 in 
favour, two against and 
three abstentions, of icial 
media reported. The two 
votes of dissent were ap-
parently has the of icial 
sanction to show sem-
blance of diversity.

For today’s vote, the 
NPC chose to follow pa-
per ballot system instead 
of hand raising and elec-
tronic voting.

Xi stood up irst at 
the Great Hall of the Peo-
ple in Beijing to cast his 
paper ballot in a red box.

The irst Constitu-
tion of China was enact-
ed in 1954. The current 
Constitution has been in 
place since 1982 and has 
undergone four amend-
ments in 1988, 1993, 
1999 and 2004.

The removal of the 
term limit was regarded 
as the biggest political 
change in the one-party 
system which remained in 
force in China since 1949.

Ahead of the vote by 
deputies in the NPC, the 
seven member Standing 
Committee - the topmost 
body of the ruling Com-
munist Party of China - 
unanimously approved the 
amendment to abolish the 
presidential term limits.

The amendment effec-
tively ended the collective 
leadership system fol-
lowed by the CPC to avert 
a dictatorship emerging 
in otherwise a one-par-
ty state akin to the era of 
Mao which witnessed the 
most brutal events like 
Cultural Revolution re-
sulting in the killings of 
millions of people

Observers say the 
constitutional amend-
ment in effective pays the 
way for China’s transi-
tion from being one-par-
ty state to one leader 
state with Xi, described 
by some as an Emperor, 
to remain in power in the 
foreseeable future.

Xi, christened as 
“lingxiu” - a leader with 
highest prestige, is ag-
gressively pushing Chi-
nese military’s mod-
ernisation to make the 
world’s largest army a 
mightier force capable of 
winning modern wars.

The proposal of lim-
itless tenure for Xi has 
sparked worldwide con-
cerns specially in China’s 
neighbourhood.

D , M  11 (AFP): 
Syrian regime forces 
continued their offensive 
against Eastern Ghouta 
today, a day after they 
cut off the rebel-held 
enclave’s largest town, 
pressing on with a 20-
day assault that has left 
more than 1,000 civilians 
dead.

Government troops 
and allied militia 
launched their military 
campaign for Eastern Gh-
outa on February 18 and 
have since overrun more 
than half of the area, de-
fying global calls for a 
halt to the violence.

The assault has fol-
lowed a divide-and-con-
quer strategy, eating 
away at rebel-held ter-
ritory, and government 
forces on Saturday suc-
cessfully isolated Ghou-
ta’s main town of Douma 
in a blow for the belea-
guered rebels.

Regime ighters cut 
off a road linking Douma 
with the town of Haras-
ta further west and also 
captured the town of 
Misraba, according to the 
Syrian Observatory for 

Human Rights.
“Regime forces have 

therefore divided East-
ern Ghouta into three 
parts -- Douma and its 
surroundings, Harasta in 
the west, and the rest of 
the towns further south,” 
the Britain-based moni-
tor said.

Shelling and air 
strikes slammed into 
Douma on Saturday, 
trapping residents in-
side their basements for 
hours, AFP’s correspon-
dents in the town said.

Rescue workers and 
medics were struggling 
to navigate the town’s 
rubble-littered roads to 
bring wounded residents 
back to ield clinics.

At least 20 civilians -- 
including four children -- 
were killed in Douma on 
Saturday, in addition to 
17 civilians in other bat-
tlefront towns, said the 
Observatory.

The deaths raised 
the assault’s total toll to 
1,031 civilians, including 
219 children, according 
to the Observatory. More 
than 4,350 have been 
wounded.

Syria army cuts off main 
rebel town in Ghouta as 

death toll tops 1,000
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EtCETERA

ARIES: The key word for you 
today is boundaries, Aries, so 
think for a minute about what 
this means to you. It’s time to 
have a serious talk with your-
self. Set some limits and be hon-
est about drawing the line. Your 
health, your state of mind, and 
your relationships with others 
all depend on your taking the 
initiative to know when to say 
no in certain situations.  
TAURUS: Make sure that you’re 
living consciously at this time, 
Taurus. It could be that you’re 
going through a period of denial 
and simply refusing to see the 
truth of the situation. Open up 
your eyes to the world around 
you so you can invite in joy and 
compassion. Don’t be satis ied 

with super icial interactions 
that don’t really satisfy you 
emotionally and intellectually.  
GEMINI: In some ways, today 
could seem like a day of reck-
oning for you, Gemini. You 
might look in the mirror and 
see things that you really aren’t 
very happy with. Perhaps you 
harbor a sense of shame based 
on past events that still linger in 
your mind. Don’t let this shad-
ow of insecurity continue to 
dwell in your life. Work through 
these feelings and identify the 
root of the problem.  
CANCER: Let today serve as a 
reminder of the importance of 
love, Cancer. Don’t just think of 
it as a commodity you ight for 
and conquer with conniving 

tricks and strategic dating tac-
tics. Realize that love is evident 
in how you see the world; it’s a 
seed in you. The more you see 
love in the people around you, 
even in the heart of a stranger, 
the more you’ll be blessed with 
its radiant light.  
LEO: You may be feeling a strong 
sense of guilt now because of 
something you did in an effort 
to feed your ego, Leo. Be aware 
of how your actions have affect-
ed others and apologize. Guilt is 
basically a useless emotion that 
you should get rid of as quickly as 
possible. Don’t let this feeling keep 
you from opening up your heart to 
restore it to its original innocence.  
VIRGO: Pure wisdom is an 
important quality for you to 

aspire to on this day, Virgo. 
Know that the wisdom you 
seek should come from a point 
of calm knowing and strength 
as opposed to a frantic, loud, 
and outlandish display for at-
tention. You’ll be recognized 
accordingly. Be aware that the 
more knowledge you spread to 
others, the more it will grow for 
everyone to pro it by and share.  
LIBRA: Why keep ighting a ight 
that you know you can’t win, Libra? 
Why keep trying to fool yourself 
and others into thinking that you 
have all the answers when you’re 
only aware of the tip of the ice-
berg? The mass of knowledge lies 
well beneath the surface. Instead of 
ighting, offer to surrender. At this 

point, others will be much more 

willing to quench your thirst for 
truth. The key for you is to listen.    
SCORPIO: Anger is apt to stir 
inside you today, Scorpio, so be-
ware of any actions that might 
manifest as a result of this pow-
erful feeling. Do what you can to 
ind the deep source of this an-

ger. If it’s an obvious injustice, 
see the situation as an opportu-
nity for change, and work to re-
form the policy that led to this 
breach of fairness and equality.  
SAGITTARIUS: Show some 
gratitude to the people around 
you today, Sagittarius. The 
seat of your personality is very 
strong at this time, and you’re 
con ident to your core. Mix this 
feeling with the service-orient-
ed sensitivity of the day that 

asks us to do things for others. 
Keep in mind that a gesture as 
simple as a smile and word of 
appreciation can be healing for 
another person - and you.    
CAPRICORN: Think of today as 
a restorative time for yourself in 
which you can come to a point 
of greater ease and comfort, 
Capricorn. Trust yourself and 
the people around you. Open 
your eyes to the reality of the 
situation at hand. If you’re cur-
rently working through some 
major life changes, have faith 
that whatever happens will 
work out to your bene it.  
AQUARIUS: You may ind yourself 
gravitating toward solid, ground-
ed things, Aquarius, in hopes that 
these will provide you with the 

stability that you lack. A key word 
for you today is patience. Learn 
how to wait without becoming 
restless or grumpy. What you will 
discover after a while is that the 
stability you seek is actually sit-
ting right there inside of you, and 
has been all along.  
PISCES: Try to come to a place 
of serenity today in which you 
free yourself from desire and 
jealousy, Pisces. It’s important 
that you take time to recognize 
the incredible growth that can 
spring from this position of 
calm and pure satisfaction. Rid 
yourself of the excess baggage 
that you cling to as some sort 
of support or means of comfort. 
The less you carry, the more you 
free up your arms to create.  
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BELLA IN BLACK: Supermodel Bella Hadid looks happy to be 
arriving in New York at JFK airport.

Anupam Kher shares a special bond 
with Hollywood actor Robert De 

Niro. Recently, Anupam Kher left to 
shoot for an international television se-
ries. Robert De Niro surprised his co-ac-
tor in the ilm, Silver Linings Playbook, 
on his birthday with a special dinner 
at Greenwich Hotel, in New York. Re-
portedly, De Niro presented him books 
including Pete Souza’s Obama – An Inti-
mate Portrait and Richard Berenholtz’s 
New York New York.

Talking about the surprise that he 
got on his birthday, Anupam Kher said, 
“I know Mr. De Niro from the time of Da-
vid O Russell’s Silver Linings Playbook. 

It’s during this ilm I became friends 
with him. And when he came to India 
for a brief visit I invited him to my act-
ing school Actor Prepares in Mumbai. I 
was moved that he accepted my invita-
tion and actually spent four hours at the 
school. Then on his 70th birthday, I was 
invited to an exclusive 20 member guest 
list party. And I attended it. Since then, 
whenever I am in New York, I always 
make it a point to meet him depending 
on his schedule. And however busy he 
is, he has always has given me time to 
meet him either at his of ice or at his 
home. And since I was in New York 
shooting for NBC’s pilot, I requested 

if I could meet him on my birthday on 
March 7. To my surprise and happiness 
I was requested to come around 6 pm to 
meet Mr De Niro at his residence. And 
I discovered that the family had organ-
ised a surprise dinner for me and a cake 
cutting ceremony. Such things don’t 
happen in life but then my life is based 
on the philosophy of Kuch bhi ho sakta 
hai. At dinner, Grace asked me why I call 
him Mr. De Niro and not Bob as every-
body else calls him. I replied, “However 
much Mr. De Niro makes me feel like a 
dear friend, for me, he will always be 
somebody who is larger than life and 
the God of acting.”

ROBERT DE NIRO GIVES ANUPAM KHER THE BEST BIRTHDAY SURPRISE

Kristen Wiig will play a villain in 
the next Wonder Woman ilm. 

The ‘Bridesmaids’ actress cast 
in upcoming superhero sequel, 
director Patty Jenkins tweeted 
Friday. 

Director Patty Jenkins an-
nounced on Twitter Friday that 
Wiig will star as Wonder Woman 
rival Cheetah in the superhero se-
quel. Jenkins said in her post that 
she “can’t wait to inally work with 
one of my favourites” and is very 
excited by what they have planned.

Star Gal Gadot welcomed Wiig 
to the cast in a follow-up post and 
added, “This is going to be WON-
DERful.”

Jenkins reportedly became the 
highest-paid female ilmmaker in 
history when she signed on to di-
rect the sequel to the 2017 block-
buster Wonder Woman. No title 
has been announced for the ilm, 
which is scheduled to hit theatres 
in December next year.

Wiig will be playing the role of 
Cheetah, a/k/a Barbara Ann Min-

erva, an archaeologist who takes 
a bloodthirsty human-cheetah 
form thanks to an alliance with 
an ancient plant god, Urzkarta-
ga. When she isn’t lashing fangs, 
Minerva is chasing down rare an-
tiquities -- a day job in line with 
Diana Prince’s, as she’s working 
at the Louvre in the Department 
of Antiquities in the irst scenes 
of Wonder Woman.

The sequel to the 2017 hit will 
reportedly be set in the midst of 
the Cold War in the 1980s.

KRISTEN WIIG CAST AS WONDER WOMAN VILLAIN CHEETAH

Black Panther, the irst su-
perhero ilm with a pre-

dominantly black cast, has 
passed the $1bn (£794m) 
mark at the worldwide box 
of ice. The Marvel super-
hero blockbuster has of i-
cially joined the box of ice 
billion-dollar club in just 26 
days.

Disney, which is behind 
the ilm, based the igure 
on ticket sale estimates and 
comes on the 26th day of the 
ilm’s release.

The Marvel superhero hit 
starring British actors Daniel 
Kaluuya, Letitia Wright and 
Martin Freeman is the ifth in 
Disney’s Marvel Universe to 
reach the milestone.

It is also the 33rd ilm to 
join the box of ice billion-dol-
lar club, and the 16th Disney 
title to do so.

Other Marvel ilms to go 
over the $1bn mark include 
The Avengers (2012), Aveng-

ers: Age of Ultron (2015), 
Iron Man 3 (2013) and 
Captain America: Civil War 
(2016).

Earlier this week, UK box 
of ice igures revealed it was 
out-performing superhero 
licks Iron Man, Thor and 

Captain America after tak-

ing £35.4m in its irst three 
weeks.

On Friday, it opened 
in China, the world’s sec-
ond-largest movie market, 
and raked in $22.7m on the 
irst day.

Directed by Ryan Coogler, 
it also stars Chadwick Bose-

man, Michael B Jordan and 
Oscar winner Lupita Nyong’o.

A total of 18 ilms set in 
the Marvel Universe have 
been released to date, with 
two more scheduled for later 
in 2018 - Avengers: In inity 
War and Ant-Man And The 
Wasp.

BLACK PANTHER CROSSES $1BILLION 
MARK AT GLOBAL BOX OFFICE

Zayn Malik’s website 
has crashed after he 

shared a new song for 
free. The former One 
Direction star sends 
fans into frenzy as he 
shares a song on his 
website after it was 
“leaked by someone”.

The former One 
Direction star said 
he made the decision 
after the song Zayn x 
August Alsina - Don’t 
Matter (Remix) was 
leaked.

The announce-
ment sent fans into a 
frenzy, with the web-

site where the track 
was available crash-

ing. Many shared their 
frustration at not be-

ing able to hear the 
song, with one com-

menting: “The link 
isn’t working i’m gon-
na cry.”

And the hashtag 
#Don’tMatter quick-
ly started trending 
worldwide.Malik, 25, 
tweeted: “This was 
not a song I intended 
to put out, but due to 
unprofessionalism has 
been leaked by some-
one and my fans mean 
more to me than a stu-
pid leak, so here it is 
free for you to enjoy.”

Malik split from 
One Direction in 
March 2015.

ZAYN MALIK’S WEBSITE CRASHES AS HE SHARES ‘LEAKED’ SONG


