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ECI 
announces 
Presidential 
poll schedule
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 04 J :

The Election Com-
mission of India has 

announced the schedule 
for the conduct of the 
Vice-Presidential Elec-
tion via Noti ication No: 
480/2017-BE today.

According to the 
schedule, the last date for 
making nominations is 18 
Jul, the date for the scru-
tiny of nominations is 19 
Jul while the last date for 
the withdrawal of can-
didatures is 21 Jul. The 
date on which a poll shall, 
if necessary, be taken is 
scheduled on 05 Aug.

SUMMIT REPORT
N , 04 J :

South District Administration re-
cently conducted an examination 

to select students for a merit based 
scholarship programme wherein 
the selected students would get ad-
mission in North Point Residential 
School, Siliguri. 

Students who scored 70% 
above in their class X boards were 
shortlisted to appear for the exam-

ination. Eleven students made it to 
the inal list with 05 Below Poverty 
Line (BPL) students willing to join 
the programme. 

Junita Gurung and Arju Tha-
pa from Namchi Girls Senior Sec-
ondary School, Benai Chettri from 
Lingmoo Senior Secondary School, 
Chungki Bhutia from Pabung Sec-
ondary School and Lungthen Lep-
cha from Yangang Senior Second-
ary School have con irmed that 

they will join North Point Resi-
dential School in Siliguri under the 
scholarship programme. 

A normal North Point Residential 
School student has to pay Rs 2,50,000 
every year but under the scholarship 
programme the selected students 
would not have to pay school fee for 
the next two years. The school will 
also provide free foundation courses 
to the students to compete in engi-
neering test after class XII. 

11 South Dist students get
scholarship in NPRS

SUDIPTA CHANDA
SILIGURI, 04 L
Prime Minister Narendra Modi is 
once again out on one of his foreign 
trips, which often gives rise to seri-
ous debate within the country. But, 
this time Modi is out to create histo-
ry as the irst Indian Prime Minister 
to visit Israel since India established 
diplomatic ties with that country 25 
years ago.

By the time this write-up goes to 
print, Modi will have already set foot in 
Israel sending out a clear political mes-
sage that the incumbent government 
is no longer uncomfortable in dealing 
with Israel. And that by itself is a major 
policy departure from the past.

The groundbreaking visit also 

indicates that India has decided to 
de-hyphenate its relationship with 
Israel and Palestine and engage with 
the two entities separately on mu-
tually bene icial terms as part of a 
two-nation theory.

The political statement is un-
derlined with Modi choosing to 
stay in Jerusalem, on which Pal-
estine has claims too, during the 
length of his visit.

Although India maintains diplo-
matic ties with Israel, which would 
gain strength following Modi’s visit, 
India also recognizes Palestine’s en-
tity. But, that does not stop the Or-
ganization of the Islamic Conference 
passing resolutions on Kashmir suc-
cessively. No Arab country, however, 

opposes it.
On June 26, the day of Id-ul-Fitr, 

Iranian supreme leader, Ali Khame-
nei had taken to social media urging 
Shia Muslims to rise against oppres-
sion in Bahrain, Yemen and Kashmir. 
India protested through diplomat-
ic channels, but the mindset of the 
Arab world stood exposed.

Instead of carrying the baggage 
of former stubborn political issues, 
which often de ied logic, Modi’s vis-
it to Israel will focus on trade, aqua 
engineering and agriculture technol-
ogy, regional security and the likes. 
When premiers of countries like 
India and Israel meet, defence and 
counter insurgency issues are bound 
to be on the table.

And guess which country is los-
ing sleep over Modi’s visit to Isra-
el and making the maximum noise 
about it? If your answer is Pakistan, 
you are on the money.

Experts in Pakistan view Modi’s 
visit as a nexus between India and 
Israel against Pakistan. How, only 
they know. Israeli strategic experts 
are aware of the asymmetric war 
Pakistan continues to wage through 
its home-grown terrorists against 
India. Certain comments on the sub-
ject have come from the Israeli es-
tablishment too.

The issue is bound to come up for 
discussion between Modi and Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu during their meeting. And that is 

worrying Pakistan.
Besides viewing Modi’s visit to 

Israel as India’s aggressive diplomat-
ic moves, a section of Pakistani ana-
lysts is also inclined to draw paral-
lels between Hindu nationalism and 
Jewish nationalism and has called on 
the Pakistani establishment to re-
main watchful of the security coop-
eration between India and Israel fol-
lowing Modi’s visit. In their opinion, 
this would directly affect Pakistan’s 
security interests.

Both India and Israel suffer from 
a common threat – terrorism. And, 
ighting terror collectively will be 

the pillar on which the renewed bi-
lateral ties would rest. Sure, Pakistan 
is rattled.

Modi’s groundbreaking trip to Israel begins

WORK BECKONS, COME RAIN OR SHINE 

G , 04 J : The constant downpour these days can dampen spirits 
especially when it comes to hitting the streets. But when your daily bread 
comes from the streets there is no escaping the rain! 

Meet Krishna Biswakarma (32) of Lingding, Gangtok who sells green or-
ganic vegetable near the Lal Bazaar lyover. Krishna brings the veggies from 
her own ield and sells them here. 

“I don’t mind the rain. It’s good to do something for yourself and your 
family. Besides it helps me inancially. I get to see new people every day and 
I don’t complain about how my life is right now. It is hard, for sure but it is 
what I got,” she says.  [Rebyna Rana]

N  D , J  4 (PTI): 
The Supreme Court today 
asked an NGO to apprise 
it how it had deciphered 
the population details of 
‘Limbu’ and ‘Tamang’ tri-
bals in Sikkim and West 
Bengal by using the 2001 
census data.

A bench comprising 
Chief Justice J S Khehar 
and Justice D Y Chandra-
chud was hearing a plea 
of NGO ‘Public Interest 

Committee for Schedul-
ing Speci ic Areas (PICS-
SA) that ‘Limbu’ and 
‘Tamang’ communities, 
belonging to ST category, 
have been denied pro-
portionate representa-
tion in West Bengal and 
Sikkim.

It asked lawyer 
Prashant Bhushan, ap-
pearing for the NGO, to 
provide population de-
tails about the ‘Limbu’ 

and ‘Tamang’ tribals on 
July 11, the next date of 
hearing.

Bhushan claimed that 
there was a rise in the 
ST population in Sikkim 
and West Bengal and not 
reserving seats for them 
proportionate to the 
growth in their popula-
tion amounted to denial 
of their constitutional 
rights.

SC asks NGO to provide population
details of STs in Sikkim, WB

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 04 J :

Petrol pumps in and 
around the capital 

have been running short 
of fuel since Monday. 
Long lines of vehicles 
could be seen in some 
of the petrol pumps to-
day with only limited 
amounts of fuel being al-
lowed per vehicle. 

SNOD at Deorali did 
not have any fuel on Mon-
day and only received 
fresh supplies of 6000 lts 
of petrol in the evening. 
The pump in-charge in-
formed that they were 
to receive another batch 
of 9000 lts by Tuesday 
evening. 

At Khangri petrol 
pump, it was informed 
that they only have 1000 
lts emergency stock. 

Bansilal petrol pump 
on Indira Bye Pass was al-
lowing fuel worth Rs 700 
per vehicle today and the 
workers there said that 

they are not sure of when 
fresh supplies will arrive. 

The petrol pumps 
at Chanmari were also 
completely out of stock 
[petrol] today.

It may be recalled 
that the Pragatishil 
Tankers Drivers Associ-
ation, an association of 
Oil Tanker drivers trans-
porting Petrol and Diesel 
from NJP to Sikkim, had 
decided to shut down 
their service from 22 
June onwards in support 
of the Gorkhaland de-
mand. However, it could 
not be con irmed if the 
Association’s strike is 

still on as there are a few 
tankers that are supply-
ing fuel to Sikkim at the 
moment.

The East District Mag-
istrate had passed an or-
der on 01 July instructing 
all petroleum products/
fuel outlets in the district 
to ration the sale of High 
Speed Diesel and Motor 
Spirit to the buyers. 

For the general public 
not more than 20 liters 
of HSD/MS is to be giv-
en per vehicle per day 
by the petrol pumps on 
production of requisite 
coupons/permissions 
from the designated au-

thorities. 
All petrol pumps in 

the district are also re-
quired to maintain a 
minimum buffer stock of 
1,500 liters each of HSD 
& MS excluding the dead 
stock in the storage tank, 
as per the noti ication. 

In case of emergen-
cies, 30 liters of HSD/MS 
is admissible on the pro-
duction of requisite cou-
pons/ permission from 
the issuing authorities 
on submission of valid 
reason. 

Similar orders were 
passed by other District 
Magistrates as well.

However, with petrol 
pumps running short of 
fuel and no fresh orders 
from the authorities till 
Tuesday, there is uncer-
tainty at all levels, from 
consumers to retailers 
and this could mean 
more problems if con-
sumers start hoarding or 
panic buying. 

Gangtok runs short of petrol

West
prepares for 
Janta Mela
G , 04 J  
[IPR]: A coordination 
meeting for the prepa-
ration of Janta Mela as 
well as review of essen-
tial commodities in the 
district under the chair-
manship of DC West, Ka-
pil Meena was held at the 
conference hall, District 
Administrative Centre 
on Monday. The meeting 
was also attended by SP 
West, ADC, ADC Dev and 
Heads of Departments.

The District Collec-
tor directed all HoDs to 
make themselves avail-
able during the visit of 
the Chief Minister from 
06 to 10 July and deliver 
responsibilities assigned 
to the departments. 

Further, all HoDs 
were directed to coor-
dinate with ADC (Dev) 
Gyalshing and Soreng 
to set up departmental 
stalls and to make ar-
rangements for distribu-
tion of bene its during 
the Janta Mela which is 
scheduled to be held on 
07 July at Gyalshing and 
08 July at Soreng.

Regarding the buffer 
stock of essential com-
modities in the district, 
the DC directed all con-
cerned of icials headed 
by the SDM to carry out 
the ongoing inspection 
of bazaar and maintain 
stock position till the sit-
uation is normal in West 
Bengal.
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SikkimSCAN

SIKKIM STATE TEACHERS’S RECRUITMENT BOARD
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM

UPPER SYARI, GANGTOK, EAST SIKKIM
No. 14/SSTRB/17 Dated: 01/07/2017

NOTICE
1. Applications are invited from the eligible in-service HM-JHS, PGT and GT serving in the Govt. 

Schools of Sikkim for fi lling up the posts of HM, SS.

Note : Service period on deputation to any department holding non teaching post shall not be 
counted as regular service.

2. The eligibility criteria, educational qualifi cation and professional qualifi cation are as under: Can-
didates must have possessed the following minimum educational & professional qualifi cations 
from the recognized University.

3. Candidates fulfi lling the above criteria may submit their applications through proper chan-
nel in the prescribed form available in the SSTRB Offi  ce after submitting a Bank Receipt of 
Rs.200/-(Rupees Two Hundred) remitted in the State Bank of Sikkim under the revenue Head 
0202-EDN.

4. Last date for the receipt of application of HM, SS is 25/07/2017 (within Offi  ce Hours). No. appli-
cation shall be accepted after 25/07/2017.

5. Following documents should be submitted along with the fi lled up Application Form:
i. Attested copies of Marks Sheet and Pass Certifi cate of Class X to Graduate issued by the rec-

ognized Board/University, the professional certifi cate B.Ed recognized by NCTE.
ii. Appointment order of GT/PGT/Promotion Order of HM, JHS and the joining report.
iii. Departmental Clearance/NOC (From Joint Director of Concerned District).
iv. ACR for the last three consecutive years (2014, 2015 and 2016).
v. Vigilance Clearance.
vi. Latest Increment Order (attested copy).
vii. Three copies of pass photo size photo having imprinted name and date of birth at the bottom 

of the photo.
 
 Note: APPLICATION RECEIVED WITHOUT SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS WILL BE RE-

JECTED SUMMARILY. 
6. Examination will be held in two phases for the post of HM,SS:
i. Written Examination. (MCQ) types of Questions.
ii. Vice-voce.
iii. Candidates who obtain qualifying marks will be called for viva-voce. Final selection will be 

made on basis of the combined marks of both the exams.
Admit Card will be issued in due course of time. No TA and DA will be paid.
Admission at all stages of examination for which candidates are admitted by the Board will be 
purely provisional. If it is found on verifi cation that candidate(s) does/do not fulfi l the prescribed 
criterion, their candidature for the post will be cancelled by the Board at any stage of the examina-
tion process.

Sd/-
T.Topgay Bhutia.

Controller of Exams.
Dated: 1st July 2017

Name of 
Posts

No. of Post Post Ratio Pay in the Pay 
Band III + Grade 

Pay

01 HM, SS 53

a. 50% by promotion of 
PGT and GT.

b. 50% by promotion of 
HM of J.H.School
Note: In the event of 
non- availability of 
eligible candidates 
from category (b) the 
post of Principal SSS 
shall be filled up from 
the eligible candidates 
of category (a) in order 
of merit.

15600-
39100+Rs.6200

Sl.
No.

For the 
Post of

Qualification Qualification Experience Age Limit
Academic Professional

01. HM,SS Minimum Post 
Graduation 
from any 
recognized 
University

B.Ed 
Recognized 
by NCTE

a. Minimum 
10(Ten) years of 
uninterrupted 
regular service 
as GT/PT.
b. Minimum 
6(six) years of 
uninterrupted 
regular service 
as HM, JHS

No age bar.

PRITAM LAMA
G , 04 J :

A programme on dis-
tribution and plan-

tation of cardamom sap-
lings was held at Uttarey 
in West Sikkim on 03 
Jul with the members 
of Gumpa Dara Utthan 
Samiti Samaj.

The project was im-
plemented by Khangc-
hendzonga Conservation 
Committee [KCC], Yuk-

sam, and funded by Divi-
sion of Science and Tech-
nology Project [People & 
Protected Area] in part-
nership with WWF, India, 
which aims to support the 
development of the fringe 
village of Barsey Rhodo-
dendron Sanctuary.

Speaking to Summit-
Times, Project Co-ordina-
tor, KCC, Dawa T Sherpa, 
informed that the project 
was started in the year 

2015 in order to provide 
alternative livelihood op-
portunities through com-
munity based eco-tour-
ism initiatives and value 
addition of available 
bio-resources. Under this 
project, cardamom nurs-
ery and demonstration 
plot was established in 
the same year.

During the pro-
gramme held on 03 Jul, 
cardamom saplings were 

distributed to the local 
people and members 
of Gumpa Dara Utthan 
Samiti Samaj by Damien 
Boltauzer from Toronto 
University, Canada, who 
is currently working as a 
volunteer with KCC.

Mr Boltauzer active-
ly took part in planting 
the cardamom saplings 
and expressed his hap-
piness on being part of 
the programme.

Cardamom saplings distributed in Uttarey

J , 04 J  (IPR): The third 
co-ordination and review meeting for 
the upcoming Bhanu Jayanti celebra-
tion was held at Green Park, Jorethang 
today. The meeting was chaired by Area 
MLA and Health Minister, AK Ghatani. 

Mr Ghatani, who is also the chief 
patron of the Bhanu Jayanti organiza-
tion committee, was accompanied by 
committee president, B.C Rai, Nayaba-
zaar Jorethang Municipal Corporation 
members, Head of Departments, head 
of schools, line department of icials, 
representatives from different Non 

Governmental Organizations and civil 
society members. 

Mr Ghatani expressed his delight 
and satisfaction on witnessing mass 
participation and positive reinforce-
ment from the Bhanu Jayanti organiz-
ing committee and the representatives 
and public of Jorethang for attempting 
to successfully execute the programme. 
He also announced his aspiration of in-
troducing a publication solely dedicat-
ed to the celebrations in the succeeding 
years to commemorate the event in 
true glory.

Coordination meet for Bhanu
Jayanti at Jorethang

Maintenance 
work on 
Singtam’s 
drains gets 
underway
YOGEN THATAL
S , 04 J :

Singtam Nagar Pan-
chayat has initiated 

the repairing and re-
placement of rusted 
metal planks covering 
the drainage system in 
and around Singtam Ba-
zaar today as part of the 
preparations for the up-
coming celebration of the 
203rd Bhanu Jayanti.

“The replacement 
and maintenance work 
was necessary as the 
planks had not been re-
paired or replaced since 
its installation. Singtam 
Nagar Panchayat faced 
some criticism for the de-
lay but lack of adequate 
budget was the reason 
behind the delay,” men-
tioned Councilor, Naresh 
Prasad, while speaking to 
SummitTimes.

It is to be informed 
here that the cost of the 
ongoing work of the re-
placement of the planks 
is being covered by SNP 
and is targeted to be 
completed before 13 Jul.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 04 J :

A consultative meeting of Pan-
chayat Cell of SDF party was 

held in Chujachen Constituency 
under the chairmanship of vice 
president (E), DB Thapa.

The objective of the meet-
ing was to make the party cadres 
aware about the stand of the SDF 
party on power devolution and to 
make them aware about their role 
in taking the power devolution 
policies of the SDF party to every 
house of the constituency, informs 
a press release. 

Also present in the meeting 
were Chief Whip, Bikram Prad-
han, K.B. Chamling, Puran Gurung, 
Manita Manger, Indira Pradhan, 
Ganesh K. Rai, Harihar Poudyal, 
Dev Gurung, CLC president and 
senior party workers of Chujachen 
constituency.

The programme started with 
the welcome address by the CLC 
president, Wangdi Bhutia. In his 
address, Chairperson of the Pan-
chayat Cell, Ganesh K. Rai high-
lighted the objectives of power 
devolution and informed the gath-

ering about the Sikkim Panchayat 
Act. 

The philosophy behind ‘Aafno 
Gaon Aafai Banaao’ of the Chief 
Minister, Pawan Chamling is to 
a great extent, founded upon his 
strong belief in the empowerment 
of the people at the grassroots 
which he intends to achieve by de-
volving more power to the Pancha-
yats, he stated. 

Manita Manger stressed on the 
need to have a strong coordination 
among the party cadres in build-
ing consensus for the upcoming 
Panchayat election. She also spoke 
about various policies of the SDF 
government towards women em-
powerment.

While addressing the gather-
ing, Bikram Pradhan stressed that 
the party cadres must be serious in 
shouldering their responsibilities 
in order to ensure better Sikkim as 
dreamed by Pawan Chamling. The 
meeting had an interactive session 
where party workers raised var-
ious issues and put forward sev-
eral suggestions too, intended to 
strengthen the party at the grass-
roots. 

D.B. Thapa, in his address, said 
that Sikkim has taken tremendous 
strides of development under the 
visionary leadership of Pawan 
Chamling. He stressed that our 
youth must reap the bene its of 
development that has happened in 
Sikkim. 

He also informed the gath-
ering that Pawan Chamling has 
been very serious about the po-
litical demands of the state and 
has vigorously pursued these 
demands at the Centre which, 
he said, will soon materialize. 
The programme concluded with 
the vote of thanks by Harihar 
Poudyal, member, Panchayat 
Cell.

SDF Panchayat Cell holds consultative
meeting at Chujachen

“How did you arrive at the ig-
ures that there is a rise in popula-
tion of these communities from the 
2001 census,” the bench said.

The apex court had yesterday 
said the constitutional scheme that 
the 2001 census data would be 
used for giving proportionate rep-
resentation to Scheduled Castes 
(SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (ST) in 
Lok Sabha and legislative assem-
blies is “unambiguous”.

However, the NGO in its plea 
has claimed that the population 
of Limbu and Tamang communi-
ties in Sikkim was 20.60 per cent 
in 2001 and had risen to 33.8 per 
cent in 2011.

It also said that in Darjeeling 
area of West Bengal, the ST popu-
lation rose to 21.5 per cent in 2011 
from 12.69 per cent of 2001.

“It is very clear that for propor-
tionate representation, the census 
of 2001 shall be considered till 
2026. There is no ambiguity,” the 
bench had said.

The PIL has sought direction to 
the Centre, the poll panel and the 
two states to take steps for pro-
portional representation of STs, 
as guaranteed under Articles 330 
(reservation of seats for SCs and 
STs in the House of People) and 
332 (reservation of seats for SCs 
and STs in legislative assemblies of 
states) of the Constitution, to pre-

vent violation of Article 14 (Equal-
ity before law).

The petition said in the Tribes 
Advisory Council (TAC) estab-
lished in West Bengal on March 
6, 2012, there were no elected 
members of STs from the three 
hill area subdivisions of Darjeel-
ing district.

“Moreover, the state assembly 
elections in 2016 had no reserved 
ST seat and hence had no imple-
mentation of articles 170 and 332 
of the Constitution noti ied as per 
census 2011.

The delimitated assembly seats 
in Darjeeling hills presently con-
sist of elected non-ST members,” 
it said.

SC asks NGO to provide population
details of STs in Sikkim, WB

contd from pg01

G , 04 J  
[IPR]:  A joint inspec-
tion of the site belonging 
to Cultural Affairs and 
Heritage department 
at Kyongsa was done in 
the presence of Princi-
pal Secretary [Cultural 
Affairs Department], DC 
West, Secretary [Build-

ings and Housing], C.E. 
[Buildings and Housing], 
RO Gyalshing and other 
of icials. 

This land is pro-
posed to be utilized for 
a new community cen-
tre complex to come up 
here soon. Earlier, Sec-
retary Cultural Affairs 

Department also visited 
the under construction 
Cherenzi statue at Sanga 
Choling monastery. The 
DC suggested undertak-
ing a proper stability 
study and to be ready 
for inspection during the 
Chief Minister’s visit to 
the district.

Of icials inspect community
centre site at Kyongsa
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GRAND OFFER
RAMOLA CELLULAR

LALL MARKET ROAD  GANGTOK

APPLE  IPHONE MRP OFFER PRICE EXTRA OFFER
IPHONE 5C  8GB 31500 15000 (free cover & temper glass)
IPHONE 5S 16GB 25000 19000 (free cover & temper glass)
IPHONE  SE 16GB 39000 28000 (free cover & temper glass)
IPHONE 6S   32GB 62000 41000 (free  headset  move with 
   the beats . Rs.3499)
IPHONE6S  64GB 72000 51000 (FREE MINI SPORT 
   BT SOUND BOX)
IPHONE6S PLUS 16GB     72000        51500 (FREE  BOSE SPEAKER)
IPHONE  7 & 7plus  ( available on discount price )
OTHER BRAND AVAIABLE –
OPPO  / VIVO /GIONEE (free sel i stick ) (Samsung  xoami)

(GET DISCOUNTED PRICE OFFER ON ALL GADGETS   &  TRENDY  ACCESSORIES)
FEEL FREE TO VISIT US FOR FREE DEMO

CONTACT -  9832062684 / 9733115163 (limited period off er till stock last)
(BAJAJ FINSERV  EASY EMI 0% INTREST & PROCESSING FEE . ALL MOBILE HANDSETS AVAILABLE)

Gangtok on 
Wednesday, 

05 July
Temp: 23°C /19°C
Forecast: A couple 
of morning t-show-
ers followed by a 
thundershower in 
parts of the area 
in the afternoon.
Sunrise: 04:45 AM
Sunset: 06:34 PM

MISSING 
In c/w Mangan PS case 
no.09(05)17 dated 23-05-2017 u/s 
MC.
Details of the Missing Child
Name: MIKMA DOMA BHUTIA, 
d/o Palden Wangyal Bhutia, r/o 
Pakshep, Mangan, North Sikkim 
Sex: Female
Age:17 years 
Height: 4.5 feet

Complexion: Fair
Clothes: Black track pant, yellow house dress of 
Singhik School, white canvass.
Missing Since: 20/05/2017 evening from her resi-
dence at Pakshep,Mangan,North Sikkim.
If found/ seen please contact Mangan PS at 
8388806750/ 8967688626

Government Secondary School in Gangyap, 
West Sikkim is setting up a library for stu-
dents, an initiative of the school Headmas-
ter, Tashi Ongyal. The SMC and the guardians 
have constructed and contributed wooden 
almirahs, out of the fund collected in the 
village to store the books. The school is cur-
rently engaged in a drive to collect books. 

Those interested in contributing in this 
effort can donate old or new books. You can 
drop the books at SummitTimes offi  ce at 
DPH, Gangtok.

DONATE A BOOK! GET THE
YOUNG READING!!

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 04 Jul:

Five personalities from dif-
ferent ields have been 

felicitated for their contri-
butions towards the society 
on the occasion of the 166th 
birth anniversary of Padri 
Ganga Prasad Pradhan here 
in the capital today. On the oc-
casion, social worker, Rita Rai, 
literary igures, Ravi Rodhan 
and Emmanuel Gift, and jour-
nalists, Ajay Thapa and Sagar 
Chhetri, were felicitated by 
the United Christian Welfare 
Society of Sikkim [UCWSS].

The celebration had an 
eminent literary igure from 
Darjeeling, Rajesh Lulam, as 
resource person. He spoke 
about the life and contribu-
tions of Padri Ganga Prasad 
Pradhan in the ield of jour-

nalism and writing. He en-
couraged poets and writers to 
continue writing and contrib-

uting towards the society.
Likewise, UCWSS pres-

ident, Elder Patrus Gurung, 

encouraged the gathering to 
take inspiration from the life 
of Padri Ganga Prasad Pradhan 

and give sel less contribution 
towards the society. He also 
shared his plans to organize 

the birth anniversary of Padri 
Ganga Prasad Pradhan in a 
grander manner next year by 
involving more young people.

On the occasion, Pastor 
Lukash Sharma, Dil Kumar 
Gurung, Pastor Yoel Rai 
and Shila Lepcha recited 
their poems and Vasund-
hara Subba also presented 
her short story. Youths of 
Life Tabernacle Church pre-
sented songs written and 
composed by Padri Ganga 
Prasad Pradhan.

The programme, which 
was conducted by UCWSS 
general secretary, Pastor Pe-
ter Samsher, started with the 
opening prayer by Rev Joseph 
Tamang and concluded with 
the closing prayer by Rev 
Robin Chettri and benediction 
prayer by Pastor HR Rai.

Five felicitated on birth anniv of Padri Ganga Prasad Pradhan

SFA C Division 
S-League

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 04 J :

Football Club Fighter 
and Sumin Football 

Club registered victories 
in the ongoing Sikkim 
Football Association C 
Division Sikkim-League 
here at Paljor Stadium 
today. 

In the irst match, FC 
Fighter defeated Border 
Football Club by a soli-
tary goal. Mohnish Up-
reti scored the winning 
goal for FC Fighter in the 
15th minute.

In another match, 
Renzong Football Club 
Junior went down to 
Sumin FC 1-2. Karma So-
nam Bhutia [25th] and 
Keshar Chandar Gurung 
[28th] scored a goal each 
for Sumin FC, while the 
only goal for Renzong 
FC Junior was scored by 
Thendup Lepcha in the 
20th minute. 

On 05 Jul, the first 
match will be played 
between Daddy’s Dz-
ongri and Khamdong 
Sports Academy and 
Aftamath Football Club 
will take on Mustang 
Football Club in the sec-
ond match.

NITESH R PRADHAN
G , 04 J :

Sikkim based K-Pop group 
Koded has come in second 

in the Assam regional round of 
K-Pop India Contest organised 
by Korean Cultural Center India 
in Guwahati on 30 Jun.

The group Koded with mem-
bers, Roshni Pradhan [Gangtok], 
Sharmila Sharma [Melli-Sikkim], 
Rinchen Bhutia [Rinchenpong] 
and Tenchen Chopel Lepcha 
[Rongli], started with a dream of 
expressing their love for K-Pop, 
a music genre originated in 
Seoul, South Korea.

“We initially started off with 
three girls, excluding the boys. 
We were on a hunt for more 
members as the K-Pop contest 
audition requirement for dance 
category was minimum four 
members,” said one of its mem-
bers, Roshni Pradhan.

Over a period of time, the 
dance group met fellow boy 
members through mutual 
friends.

Since the dance category of 
this competition required the 
exact number of members as in 
the K-Pop group that they were 
supposed to make a cover for, 
hence, the team had to let go 
off one original member and 
formed a group consisting of 
two girls and two boys.

“The name Koded was cre-
ated to represent our group 
consisting of both boys and girls 
in reference to co-education 
and the initial letter ‘K’ denotes 
the group which we cover i.e. 
K.A.R.D. which is a recent and an 
upcoming K-Pop idol band con-
sisting of two boys named B.M 
and J.SEPH and two girls named 

Jiwoo and Soomin, that shows 
off tough and chic style of K-Pop 
music genres,” informs Sharmila 
Sharma.

They then applied for the 
online audition for which they 
had been practicing for barely a 
month since they study in differ-
ent colleges.

“But these did not stop us 
from preparing for the upcom-
ing event,” said Rinchen Bhutia.

For the online rounds, they 
were asked to make a 3.30 min 
video and upload it on YouTube 
and the of icial site of the K-Pop 

India Contest 2017.
“We applied under the North-

East zone and after a month or 
so the results were out. A total 
of 18 groups including the sing-
ing category were listed under 
the Assam Regional Round,” said 
Tenchen Chopel Lepcha.

The regional round was held 
on 30 Jun in Guwahati, Assam. 
The event took place in ITA Cen-
tre in the city which began at 6 
p.m. in the evening. The judge 
for this region was a new idol 
boy band named ‘Luncente’, who 
also showcased their new song 

and made their debut in India 
that day itself.

The organiser of this event 
was the Korean Cultural Centre 
India [KCCI] that is based in New 
Delhi and organises K-Pop con-
tests in many parts of the coun-
try every year. The inal winner 
of the competition gets an op-
portunity to represent India in 
the K-Pop World Festival that is 
held every year in South Korea.

However, the group Koded’s 
journey for this year has come 
to an end but they managed to 
secure the second place in the 
regional round.

“It was a bitter sweet expe-
rience as our name was called 
out for the second position and 
the second position winner is 
not quali ied for the inal round 
which is going to be held in New 
Delhi,” said Rinchen Bhutia.

Further adding, he said that 
nevertheless this was the irst 
time they had entered in this 
competition and got an oppor-
tunity to represent Sikkim in the 
Assam Regional Round of K-Pop 
India Contest 2017.

“We are very fortunate to 
have parents who supported us 
inancially as well as mentally to 

participate in this year’s contest 
and specially our brother Manas 
Ghosh who played an important 
role in our journey and helped 
us to reach that stage,” said Ro-
shni Pradhan.

The group members of Ko-
ded who are in their early 20s 
hope to ful ill the dream of ex-
pressing their love towards 
K-Pop and are hoping to partic-
ipate in next year’s edition us-
ing all the experience they have 
gathered this year.

Sikkimese group comes 2nd in
regional K-Pop contest S , 04 J : MP Bir-

la Cement has launched a 
brand initiative through 
a 360-degree communi-
cation campaign includ-
ing electronic, digital and 
print mediator strength-
en its relationship with 
the homebuilder named 
‘Cement se Ghar tak’.

A press release in-
forms that this campaign 
goes beyond the con-
ventional route by add-
ing value of providing 
on-site expert technical 
services to homebuild-
ers. This Customer Sup-
port Services [CSS] team, 
not only provides advice 
but also calculates costs, 
recommends the right 
type/grade of cement for 
diverse construction re-
quirements and guides 

the home-builder through 
crucial steps during vari-
ous phases of building the 
super-structure.

Cement se Ghar tak 
is a 360-degree commu-
nication campaign reach-
ing out directly to home-
builders. The campaign 
includes a television com-
mercial [TVC], which is 
currently on air on major 
news and entertainment 
channels. The TVC will 
also be promoted across 
digital platforms and in 
cinema theatres. Through 
this TVC, MP Birla Cement 
has showcased the brand 
as a trustworthy compan-
ion that empathizes with 
the customers’ need for 
a well built home.  [You 
Tube link Cement se Ghar 
tak], adds the release.

MP Birla Cement launches 360
degree communication

campaign

Beer a 
‘health drink’, 
says Andhra 

minister
A , J  4 (PTI): 
For Andhra Pradesh Ex-
cise Minister K S Jawa-
har, beer is a health drink 
and he is ready to prove 
it, a remark that would 
please guzzlers no end.

Amid protests by 
women over the state’s 
new liquor policy, he 
purportedly told a TV 
news channel that the 
government would pro-
mote beer as a healthy 
drink.

“Who said beer is 
not a health drink? I 
am ready to prove it’s a 
health drink,” he told the 
channel late last night. A 
video clip of his remarks 
has gone viral on social 
media.

The minister was not 
available for comment or 
clari ications.

But, he reportedly 
sent a WhatsApp mes-
sage to the channel 
this morning listing the 
“health bene its” of beer.

“The health bene its 
of beer include anti-can-
cer properties, a reduced 
risk of cardiovascular 
diseases, increased bone 
density, prevention of 
dementia and coronary 
disease.

“It also aids the diges-
tive system, treats diabe-
tes and has anti-ageing 
properties,” the note, ti-
tled ‘13 amazing bene its 
of beer’, said.

Excise department 
of icials, however, plead-
ed ignorance about the 
move to promote beer as 
a health drink.

“If it’s a health drink, 
why do we need special 
licence for brewing? It 
could even be sold in any 
general store,” a senior 
excise of icial remarked.

Cabinet approves nulli ication of proposed CNT amendments
R , J  4 (PTI): The 
Jharkhand cabinet today 
approved the nulli ication 
of the proposed amend-
ments in section 21 of 
Chottanagpur Tenancy 
Act (CNT) and section 13 
of the Santhal Pargana 
Tenancy Act (SNT).

A government com-
munique today said that 
the cabinet in its meet-
ing, presided by Chief 
Minister Raghubar Das, 
approved the Tribal 
Advisory Committee s 
decision yesterday to 
nullify the proposed 

amendments.
The Cabinet was 

also briefed about the 
return of the amend-
ment bills by Governor 
Droupadi Murmu with 
the comments of differ-
ent political and social 
organisations.

The cabinet was also 
informed about yester-
day s TAC meeting and 
its decision to nullify 
the proposed amend-
ments in the CNT and 
SPT acts.

Das had yesterday 
announced the decision 

to nullify the proposed 
amendments in section 
21 of Chottanagpur Ten-
ancy Act (CNT) and sec-
tion 13 of the Santhal 
Pargana Tenancy Act 
(SNT). The announce-
ment came after the TAC 
meeting, chaired by him.
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WRITE US: Readers are invited 
to comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if they 
like something in this paper. 
Letters carrying abusive/ 
indecorous language and 
personal attacks, except when 
against people responsible 
in this newspaper (who are 
fair game), will have to be 
ignored. Letters which carry 
forward a conversation 
or initiate a dialogue will 
command immediate attention 
and receive prominence.  
Mail us at: 
letters@summittimes.com

Where are the Women
of the Aandolan?

A people’s movement needs adequate 
representation of both genders

So, all parties lining up in support of the statehood 
demand in the neighbouring region have grouped 

themselves under a collaborative exercise that goes 
by the name Gorkhaland Movement Coordination 
Committee. The unity being displayed by these polit-
ically opposed groups for a common cause has been 
welcomed by people invested in the agitation who 
are celebrating this path-making through consensus, 
and while the “unity” is indeed welcome, noticeably 
missing from the roll of “leaders” are women.

Why is it that not a single member of the all-party 
collection of around 30 is a Gorkha woman? 

In fact, women have been missing from leader-
ship roles of any consequence from the entire ag-
itation, appearing only in positions that only their 
gender could have occupied (under a stereotypical 
power-sharing model), like heading the women’s 
wing or as part of cultural groups and welcome com-
mittees. This is not to suggest that some forcible gen-
der empowerment should have been attempted, but 
a wondering aloud about why aandolans perpetuate 
patriarchy even though, on the streets, it is invari-
ably women who are being pushed to the frontlines. 
While having women leading the processions might 
have been a conscious decision to force the security 
agencies to play fair, it is unfortunate that not more 
of them are following a natural progression into de-
cision-making processes. And no, claiming that there 
is no conscious effort to keep women away from such 
responsibilities is not enough, because, given the level 
of internalization of gender stereotypes, not inviting 
them in is signal enough that they are not welcome. 
Also, given that the movement is wrapped in the lag 
of identity and community pride, it is unlikely that 
women will try and assert themselves, convincing 
themselves that introducing gender equality into the 
already stressed situation might prove a distraction 
that the people do not have a stomach for at present. 

That said, the denial is still stark and unfortunate, 
which is why the “leaders” should have gone out of 
their way to ensure more than token and more than 
a human shield role for the women of  the Hills. Even 
from an admittedly stereotypically gender-perpetu-
ating position, one has to point out that the move-
ment could do with a more feminine touch. Enough 
talk and bluster has been played out to establish the 
martial traits, the power of the khukuri, the pinch 
of exploding tubelights and the incendiary nuisance 
of petrol bombs, maybe it is time to assert cultural 
re inements beyond the pompous poetry of jingo-
istic slogan-writing. It is also unfair for an all-male 
committee to decide on modes of agitation and ap-
proaches to con lict and con lict resolution which 
affect every family and every resident of the hills, 
their daily lives and many futures. Inviting women 
in will  obviously not compromise the “movement” 
but might actually help make it more nuanced, even 
more effective, better prepared and more genuinely 
representative. For those who would suggest that 
women cannot suddenly be foisted to leadership and 
decision-making roles without having risen through 
the ranks, one needs to only point out that not too 
many of the male leaders have established their cre-
dentials through such a process either. And does the 
agitation not claim to have become a people’s move-
ment now? How can it be one if women are absent 
from all decision-making bodies?

RAHUL GANGULY

In a time of constantly being ques-
tioned what it means to be “Indi-

an” and it’s articulation through a 
discourse of aggressive Hindutva 
politics, it can become easy to for-
get or overlook the fragments of this 
identity. In doing so, we could often 
overlook the other struggles, which 
take place within the geopolitical 
boundaries of the nation. The ques-
tion of Gorkhaland, broadly speak-
ing, is one of self-determination. For 
purposes of conceptual coherence, 
we can understand, in the context 
of this work, self determination as 
a process of reclaiming subjectivity 
and a break away from being simply 
an object of discourse. However, to 
more meaningfully understand the 
process through which subjectivity is 
reclaimed, it is important to read the 
various sites of contestation, rather 
than leaving it as an abstract category 
existing “outside”. 

ON THE MARGINS
At the outset, it is important to trace 
a brief genealogy of the evolution of 
Gorkha identity, something which is 
important for us to base upon our 
understanding of how this adminis-
trative identity is challenged and re-
constructed by those who are shaped 
by it. As Bidhan Golay argues, the 
history of Darjeeling, and the narra-
tive of migration, must be situated in 
prevailing colonial racist ideologies 
that identi ied particular sections of 
people as intrinsically and biologi-
cally suited for particular tasks. The 
“Gurkha” identity as a martial race is 
largely a product of ethnographical 
knowledge of the colonial state. 

With the establishment of a “mod-
ern” regime of power in Darjeeling, 
the region was normalised gradual-
ly into a “hill station”, i.e. primarily a 
place of retreat for outsiders, an un-
derstanding which continues to re-
main operational in the post colonial 
context with regards to everyday atti-
tudes about the region. Golay argues 
that the most signi icant impact of 
colonial capitalism was that through 
its civilising mission, it turned the hill 
population into a rei ied commodity, 
once again a form of identity produc-
tion that has been inherited by the 
administration in post colonial India.  

It can be argued that the Gorkha 
identity and life world is located both 
literally and iguratively on the mar-
gins of the imagined nation, continu-
ing to be a subject of discourse, which 
denies them the subjectivity that a 
democracy promises its citizens.

Another important analytical 
category we need to understand 
while dealing with the question of 
Gorkhaland is the distinction Ayesha 
Jalal draws between a formal and a 
substantive democracy. A formal de-
mocracy is a genuine democracy in-
sofar that it guarantees the right to 
vote and the freedom of expression. 
However, a compounded idea of the 
formal and substantive meanings of 
democracy refers to more than the 
exercise of citizens’ voting rights in 
elections or even free speech. Democ-
ratisations normative or substantive 
appeal derives from the empower-
ment of people, not as abstract legal 
citizens, but as concrete and active 
agents capable of pursuing their in-
terests with a measure of autonomy 
from embedded structures of domi-
nance and privilege. 

THE COLONIALITY OF POWER
Within the speci icity of the 
Gorkhaland movement and its un-
equal relationship with West Bengal, 
one can locate it as a ight for realisa-
tion of substantive democracy. Why? 
Formal democracy is given. The GTA 
has regular periodic elections, has a 
bureaucracy, has all the trappings a 
supposed modern democracy should 
have, just like the rest of West Ben-
gal. Further, although the the use of 
violence by the state machinery to 
quell the movement is condemnable 
in no uncertain terms, it is neither 
arbitrary nor antithetical to formal 
democracy. Ayesha Jalal argues, that 
democracy, as expressed in the for-
malisation of regular elections, can, 
and often do, coexist with inherently 
authoritarian tendencies of the state. 

In fact, the violence can be read 
structurally as an attempt of the 
state to simply articulate its pres-
ence through the army in an area to 
formally restore its control over the 

area. The act of violence then be-
comes not only legitmised in a formal 
democratic structure for the state, 
but the act in itself largely becomes 
irrelevant for the state. 

What matters to the state is the 
structural logic of the act. 

Hence, in this context, the move-
ment should be fought on grounds of 
the need for a substantive democratic 
experience and its establishment as 
a lived reality. Since it entails a recla-
mation of a concrete and active agen-
cy, by logical extension, it entails a 
reclamation of subjectivity. It entails 
the formal recognition of the move 
away from the margins, from an after 
thought, to a centrality of existence 
through formal, constitutional recog-
nition. 

The possessive attitude and the 
lack of political will of the state of 
West Bengal can also be read in the 
light of the idea of coloniality of 
power. Drawing upon the Descartian 
body/ soul binary, in which Descartes 
locates the soul to the site of rational-
ity, and the body to be eternally the 
“object” of study, the epistemology of 
modern rationality and its impact on 
colonial rule, shaped a similar binary 
between the metropole and the colo-
nies. For instance, the early anthro-
pological knowledge production can 
be read in a similar light. While co-
lonialism as a formal institution may 
have ended, we very well know that 
the logic system and knowledge pro-
duction of colonial modalities have 
stayed on, adapting and reshaping 
themselves. 

Perhaps at the risk of drawing 
a tenuous link, but one that I think 
is important to think about, this 
grounding of rationality in the me-
tropolis and locking the margins as 
objects to be studied, can be found 
in West Bengal’s attitude today to-
wards the hills. Rhetorical arguments 
about the region being too small or 
ill equipped to handle its own devel-
opments, can be read as a denial of 
rationality to the region, and hence 
subjectivity. 

ACCOMMODATIVE HEGEMONY
There are however no easy answers 
to this , just as there isn’t to any oth-
er political question. Paulo Friere, in 
his seminal work, Pedagogy of the 
Oppressed, argues that in the initial 
stages of struggle, the oppressed, or 
sections of the oppressed, instead 
of striving for liberation tend them-
selves to become oppressors or “sub 
oppressors”, and attempt to make 
it their private revolution. Whether 
the demand for Gorkhaland is a rev-
olutionary one or not is a matter of a 
different paper to address and cannot 
be done justice to here, but we see 
strongly how the attitude of the polit-
ical elite in the region re lects Friere’s 
concerns.  What Friere calls “false 
charity” and I understand as accom-
modative hegemony, is best exempli-
ied through the illusion of autonomy 

that the GTA as an institution is seen 
to provide. By making it a playground 
for corrupt politicians, the GTA in 
fact exempli ies the discourse on “ad-
ministrative immaturity” of the hill 
population, which the West Bengal 
government wants to produce, hence 
justifying the need for the area to re-
main within the state. 

Simply the institutional forma-
tion of Gorkhaland is not the answer; 
for, it would, if not critically thought 
about, result in a reproduction of the 
same structures of inequality with 
simply a change in the nature of the 
political elite. It is also intellectual-

ly and politically lazy to ground the 
movement on simply achieving the 
statehood demand and then decid-
ing on what will happen after that. As 
Friere critically argues, in dialectical 
thought, not only are word and action 
intimately interdependent but also 
that action cannot be dichotomised 
from re lection. To fall in to this trap 
of thought/ action binary, I argue, will 
result in the movement ultimately 
coming to nothing but full illing the 
power ambitions of local elite.
INSTEAD, RECLAIM SUBJECTIVITY
Do we have a way through this? Yes, 
it lies in a dialectical understanding 
of the movement, and the grounding 
of the movement in people’s claims 
to reclaim subjectivity. There is no 
ixed end, rather, it is a constant dia-

lectical process between the desire to 
reclaim subjectivity and the attempt 
to be rendered as passive objects of 
discursive construction. The Gorkha 
identity here becomes crucial not only 
as a guiding force but also as the site of 
contestation. Again, it is important to 
understand that the identity imposed 
upon the populace by the political par-
ties is not the one that can lead to tran-
scendence of marginality, for it is root-
ed in the same institutional language 
that produced the marginalisation. 
Rather, it will have to be the Gorkha 
identity that is actively and creatively 
constructed by the “ordinary people”. 
As Golay argues that there has been 
for a long time, attempts by civil so-
ciety in Darjeeling, to rede ine a self 
identity based on the idea of kinship 
re lected by the term Nepali Daju 
Bhai. It is interesting that this categor-
ical kinship, and the organisation of 
identity around cultural commonality 
is a strong political tool from below 
to actively reclaim the subjectivity 
by grounding it in language, the real, 
human , lesh and blood nature of a 
population that has for so long been 
abstracted as rei ied commodities or 
sources of wage labour. 

It is in fact in this utterance and 
cognitive recognition of humanism 
that the transcendental potential of 
the movement lies. 

The identity of “Gorkhali” is a 
categorical , cultural and political 
kinship between historically mar-
ginalised groups such as the ethnic 
Nepalis, Lepchas, and Bhutias. It is 
this ight for humanism and subjec-
tivity which should be the principal 
sight of the movement. Institutional 
statehood, is no doubt the irst step, 
towards achieving this, but it is only 
that - a irst step. If we do not cre-
atively think about what after that, 
we will simply see a reproduction of 
elite, sel ish political and economic 
structures, and end up creating a vac-
uum for the entrance of right wing 
forces. That will defeat the very pur-
pose of the struggle. 

There is an unconscious, tran-
scendental recognition of humanism 
and subjectivity in the movement, 
by moving, linguistically from an ab-
stract population to real lesh and 
blood people, with real demands for 
a substantive democracy. Gorkhaland 
has to make use of this process, by 
immersing itself within the process 
and not mistaking the irst step, i.e. 
state formation, as the inal end.

Lastly, to tie up the broader 
themes, it is important to use the lens 
of difference between “history” and 
“memory” that noted philosopher 
Walter Benjamin posits to under-
stand how a meaningful and more en-
riching Gorkha identity may perhaps 
be constructed through this under-

standing. Before that we need to un-
derstand the idea of relational space 
that social geographer David Harvey 
talks about, as that will help us grasp 
this difference more meaning fully. 

Harvey argues that relational 
space is an idea of space which holds 
that there is no such thing as space 
outside the process which de ines 
it. Processes do not occur in space, 
but de ine their own spatial frame. 
For Walter Benjamin, memory dif-
fers from history such that memory 
is a relational temporal concept. He 
argues that if a site, say in this case 
the Gorkhaland movement, is histor-
icised, then it imposes a ixed narra-
tive upon the movement. Memory on 
the other hand, Benjamin argues, has 
a potentiality that at times can lare 
up to reveal new possibilities. In this 
regard, one of the important ques-
tions I would like to raise is the re-
construction of the axis of the Gorkha 
identity. The “martial” attributes to 
the identity have largely arisen as a 
result of anthropological and colonial 
discourses, and has been historicised. 
Without in any way, demeaning the 
contribution of the Gorkha popula-
tion to the defence of the nation, it 
is also important to re lexively ques-
tion this aspect of the identity. For, at 
a larger level, the idea of the “army” 
is intricately linked to the same re-
pressive state apparatus that was 
involved and still is involved in quell-
ing the right to self determination. To 
valorise the Gorkha identity based 
on “martial” attributes, which, in the 
irst place was a product of colonial 

discourse, is to ultimately reproduce 
a language of violence. To legitimise 
a community through its role as parts 
of a system of violence, is to dehuma-
nise it, is to objectify it. Of course, as 
Benjamin argues, the legitimacy of 
narratives does not come from the 
past, but from the contemporary act 
of narration. Hence the constant re-
peating of this narrative by the po-
litical elite leading this movement 
is what lends it, its credibility. But a 
deeper look would reveal that the po-
litical elite leading the movement is 
still ultimately talking in the language 
of the same structural logic that is be-
ing used to quell the movement, albe-
it in a different context, and in no way 
really seeks to reclaim the subjectivi-
ty of the Gorkha population. 

While individuals do not neces-
sarily precede narratives, a re lexiv-
ity which a relational idea of space 
perhaps allows, would be useful to 
rethink the symbols of the commu-
nity. To reclaim subjectivity involves 
rejecting discourses of objecti ica-
tion and languages of violence. For a 
more meaningful, substantive identi-
ty to emerge, the people, while rec-
ognising the contributions they have 
made to the army, must also actively 
rethink the logic that the army ulti-
mately represents, and perhaps move 
away from such a marker which ulti-
mately places their subjectivity in an 
institution that stands for structural 
violence, and is outside of them. The 
dialectics between a symbol that is 
valorised, and the fact that the sym-
bol is a part of the same structure 
that is denying Gorkha right to self 
determination must be recognised in 
order to actively reclaim subjectivity. 

There are and will emerge several 
sites of contestation as the movement 
emerges, but we must be aware that 
many of those contestations lie with-
in.

[the writer is a Sociology graduate 
from Presidency University, Kolkata]

Statehood is but the irst step. The
Pursuit Should Aspire for More
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I , J  4 (PTI): 
Union minister Kiren 
Rijiju escaped unhurt 
when his chopper made 
an emergency landing on 
a small ield due to bad 
weather here today.

The Mi-17 helicop-
ter with Rijiju and seven 
other passengers and 
crew members on board 
was lying from Guwa-
hati to Ziro in Arunachal 
Pradesh when it faced 
heavy rains and fog this 
afternoon.

The pilots of the 
chopper, belonging to the 
Border Security Force 
(BSF), managed to ma-
noeuvre for around 10 

minutes before landing 
on a small ield in Itana-
gar under emergency sit-
uation.

“I was lucky enough 
to be landed safely, 
thanks to the BSF pilots 
who are very experi-
enced,” Rijiju told PTI.

The minister of state 
for home said the Itana-
gar Superintendent of 
Police (SP) came to the 
spot after hearing about 
the development. Local 
residents too came for-
ward to help Rijiju and 
others.

Rijiju was travelling 
to Ziro to attend the Dree 
harvest festival.

S , J  3 (PTI): 
Young voters formed a 
75 feet by 120 feet hu-
man logo, the size of a 
football ield, depicting 
the campaign logo of 
Meghalaya government 
to enroll new voters, an 
of icial said today.

“Young voters num-
bering 2,800 between 
the age group of 18 and 
19 years got together to 
form a 75 ft x 120 ft size 
human logo at J N Sta-
dium here on Saturday 
last as part of state-wide 
drive to enroll new vot-
ers,” Chief Electoral Of-
icer F Kharkongor told 

PTI.
He said the young 

citizens braved the rain 
to complete the human 
logo of the state s Mis-
sion Unite You n I .

The CEO said the 
election department will 
soon submit the docu-
mentation required to 
the the Limca Book of 

Records for information 
and necessary accord of 
the successful formation 
of the human logo by the 
new voters.

“We expect to be able 
to send the video record-
ing by July 8 and we are 
optimistic that our ef-
forts will be recorded in 
the Book of Records,” he 
said.

The state s enrolment 
of new voters aims at 
enrolling over 69,000 
young voters between 
the age group of 18 to 21.

About 74,000 such 
voters between the age 
group of 18-19 years 
have been enrolled and 
the special enrolment 
campaign will end July 
31, he said.

According to the state 
s election department, 
the current number of 
enrolled voters is over 
17,19,000 in a state with 
a population of about 
three million people.

Young voters form
human logo, the size

of football ield

Rijiju escapes
unhurt as chopper makes 

emergency landing

Meira Kumar 
to visit 
Meghalaya 
tomorrow
S , J  04 (PTI): 
Opposition Presidential 
candidate Meira Kumar 
will be campaigning in 
Congress ruled Megha-
laya tomorrow to garner 
votes for the July-17 elec-
tions, of icials said today.

The NDA candidate 
Ram Nath Kovind will 
also arrive later this 
week to seek support 
from opposition regional 
parties and the National 
Peoples Party, they said.

“The Congress candi-
date has been scheduled 
to arrive here on July 
5 and will address the 
MLAs at the annexe hall 
of the Assembly at 11 
AM,” Speaker AT Mondal 
told PTI.

In the 60-member as-
sembly, the Congress has 
30 MLAs apart from the 
support of the two Na-
tionalist Congress Party 
(NCP) legislators, 11 In-
dependents and a mem-
ber of the North East So-
cialist Democratic Party.

The opposition Unit-
ed Democratic Party 
(UDP) with eight MLAs 
and the Hills State Peo-
ples Democratic Party 
with four MLAs are yet to 
decide.

Darjeeling shutdown enters 20th day,
situation remains tense

D  (WB), 
J  4 (PTI): The situ-
ation in Darjeeling re-
mained tensed as the 
agitation for a separate 
Gorkhaland entered its 
20th day today.

Internet services re-
mained suspended for 
the 17th consecutive day 
as the Darjeeling district 

extended the ban on it in 
the hills for eight more 
days yesterday.

Except pharmacies all 
the other shops, restau-
rants, hotels, schools 
and colleges remained 
closed.

The Gorkha Janmukti 
Morcha (GJM) is sched-
uled to take out rallies in 

various parts of the hills 
during the day in support 
of its demand for a sepa-
rate Gorkhaland.

GJM has demanded 
that the Centre initiate a 
dialogue on Gorkhaland 
as it is the aspiration of 
the hill people.

Its general secretary 
Roshan Giri said yester-

day, “The Mamata Ba-
nerjee government is 
dealing with it as a law 
and order problem. But 
it is not a law and order 
problem. It is a political 
problem and should be 
solved politically.”

Various boarding 
schools have extended 
their vacation due to the 

ongoing unrest in the 
hills.

The hills have been 
on the boil since June 8 
following the agitation 
spearheaded by the GJM 
demanding Gorkhaland. 
The agitation has also 
led to widespread vi-
olence, claiming two 
lives.

N  D , J  4 (PTI): Over 
200 senior Central government 
of icers have been tasked with 
monitoring district-level imple-
mentation of Goods and Service 
Tax with a focus on resolving dif-
iculties faced by consumers.

The government has clubbed 
each district of the country in 
166 clusters, aligning them with 
the administrative divisions of 
the central revenue department, 
a government noti ication is-
sued today said.

Each of these clusters have 

been assigned to of icers rank-
ing joint secretary and above.

The of icers have been asked 
to monitor availability of essen-
tial commodities and retail price 
trends.

“Speci ic instances of price 
rise have to be reported in real 
time to consumer affairs and 
revenue department,” the noti i-
cation said.

A list of 201 of icers is giv-
en in the noti ication who have 
been asked to monitor imple-
mentation of GST in the districts 

allotted to them with a focus on 
resolution of any dif iculties be-
ing faced by the consumer.

The of icers presently post-
ed in various departments of 
the Central government will 
monitor implementation of GST 
in the allocated districts which 
will include registration of trad-
ers, display of tax rates in shops, 
awareness camps and publicity, 
GSTN functioning, proper billing 
in shops etc.

They have been asked to re-
port sector-speci ic tax rate related 

issues to the revenue department.
They will obtain feedback 

from consumer associations, 
individual consumers, business 
associations, district adminis-
tration etc on a daily basis.

The of icers will activate and 
utilize channels of feedback such 
as call centers, web portals, video 
conferences, social media etc.

They will monitor calibra-
tion of billing software by trad-
ers, with special focus on ac-
counting and billing systems of 
the public sector undertakings.

200 offi  cers to monitor district-level implementation of GST

K , J  4 (PTI): Making a 
dramatic allegation against West 
Bengal Governor KN Tripathi, 
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee 
today accused him of threaten-
ing and insulting her and said 
she even thought of quitting of-
ice over this “humiliation”.

In an open confrontation 
with Tripathi, the irebrand 
Trinamool Congress(TMC) su-
premo further alleged that the 
Governor was acting like a “BJP 
block president.” 

The Governor for his part 
expressed surprise over Baner-
jee’s “attitude and language” 
and said there was nothing in 
his talk for which the chief min-
ister felt insulted, threatened or 
humiliated.

Alleging that the Governor 
threatened her over phone, Ba-
nerjee said, “The way he spoke 
taking the side of BJP, I felt in-
sulted. I have told him that he 
cannot talk like this.” 

“He (the governor) is be-
having like a block president of 
BJP. He should understand that 
he has been nominated to the 
post.... We are not the servants 
of anyone,” a combative Baner-

jee told reporters at the state 
secretariat. Banerjee said the 
Governor spoke to her in con-
nection with a communal inci-
dent in the state.

“BJP leaders were meeting 
him and the Governor is saying 
whatever he likes,” she said, and 
asked, “Why should he take one 
side?” she asked.

“I appeal to the Governor, 
don’t behave like this.” 

“The Governor talked big on 
law and order. I am not here at 
the mercy of anyone. I never felt 
so humiliated and insulted. I even 
thought of quitting,” she said.

“The post of Governor is 

a constitutional post and he 
should act within that frame-
work,” she added.

Tripathi defended himself 
against the allegation levelled 
by the chief minister through a 
statement issued by the Raj Bha-
van here 

“The Hon ble Governor is 
surprised at the attitude and 
language used by the Hon ble 
Chief Minister during the Press 
conference today.

“The talks between the Hon 
ble Chief Minister and the Hon 
ble Governor were con idential 
in nature and none is expect-
ed to disclose it,” the statement 

said.
It said that the Governor 

asked the chief minister to en-
sure peace and law and order by 
all means.

“The Hon ble Governor al-
ways holds the persons, who 
occupy the Constitutional posi-
tions, in high esteem,” it added..

The statement said that 
Governor, being the head of the 
state, is the guardian of all the 
citizens and not of any particu-
lar party or section of society.

The statement said that it 
was proper for the Governor to 
bring to the notice of the chief 
minister any serious grievance 
made by any member of public 
or any serious event happening 
in the state.

“The Hon ble Governor can-
not remain a mute spectator to 
the affairs in the State,” it said.

State BJP President Dilip Ghosh 
wondered why the chief minister 
felt insulted when the Governor 
inquired about an incident.

“Can’t the Governor ask her 
why the incident has happened. 
If the Governor asked her about 
it, where is the question of her 
being insulted,” he said.

WB Governor KN Tripathi threatened
me, thought of quitting: Mamata

G , J  4 (PTI):  
The lood situation in As-
sam deteriorated today 
with one person washed 
away by the gushing wa-
ters and over 3.8 lakh 
people left affected in 13 
districts of the state.

With this, the total 
number of deaths in this 
year’s lood-related inci-
dents has gone up to 17, 
including seven in Guwa-
hati.

According to a report 
by Assam State Disaster 
Management Authori-
ty (ASDMA), a person 
drowned in the lood wa-
ters at Lanka in Hojai dis-
trict. His body has been 
recovered.

The victim was iden-
ti ied as Mahendra Deka-
raja (47).

The ASDMA said, 
more than 3.8 lakh peo-
ple were affected in the 
latest wave of lood in 
Lakhimpur, Jorhat, Go-
laghat, Cachar, Dhemaji, 
Biswanath, Karimganj, 
Sonitpur, Hojai, Majuli, 
Barpeta, Nagaon and Nal-
bari districts.

At present, 834 villag-
es were under water and 

over 19,000 hectares of 
crop area were damaged, 
the ASDMA said.

Over 2.05 lakh people 
were hit in the worst-af-
fected Karimganj district, 
followed by Lakhimpur 
with more than 77,800 
sufferers.

The authorities are 
running 148 relief camps 
and distribution centres 
in eight districts, where 
24,675 persons are cur-
rently taking shelter.

Due to the lood wa-
ters, many roads, em-
bankments and bridg-
es have been damaged 

in Barpeta, Biswa-
nath, Golaghat, Cachar, 
Karimganj, Morigaon, 
Baksa and Nalbari, the 
ASDMA said.

Currently, the Brah-
maputra is lowing above 
the danger mark at Ni-
matighat in Jorhat and at 
Tezpur in Sonitpur.

Other rivers like Dik-
how at Sivasagar town 
in Sivasagar district, 
Dhansiri at Numaligarh 
in Golaghat, Jia Bharali 
at NT Road Crossing in 
Sonitpur, Barak at Badar-
purghat in Karimganj and 
Kushiyara at Karimganj 

town in Karimganj are 
lowing above the danger 

marks.
Meanwhile, Inland 

Water Transport Di-
rector Bharat Bhushan 
Choudhury said, ferry 
services on Brahmapu-
tra in the state capital 
has been suspended until 
further order.

“Due to rising water 
level and heavy current 
of Brahmaputra as well 
as submerged logs and 
other materials, all the 
eight Guwahati-based 
ferry services have been 
suspended,” he said.

Flood situation worsens in
Assam, one more dies S , 04 J : Dr A 

Varadaraj from Chennai, 
Tamil Nadu, has joined 
Inspiria Knowledge Cam-
pus, Siliguri, as Principal. 
Dr Varadaraj has numer-
ous research publica-
tions to his credit and is 
a Review Board Member 
of International Journal 
of Management entre-
preneurship & Technol-
ogy [IJMET], New York, a 
press release informs.

Born and brought up 
in Chennai, Dr Varadaraj 
has done his MBA, MPhil 
in Management and sub-
sequently has a PhD in 
Management and Human 

Dr A Varadaraj to head Inspiria
Knowledge Campus as Principal

Resource from Bharati-
dasan University. He was 
a part of the Measi Insti-
tute of Management and 
believes in strategically 
establishing a learning 
environment to meet and 
enhance the students’ 
needs of emotional, intel-
lectual, social and creative 
strengths. He feels that 
as an academician one 
should judiciously estab-
lish and maintain positive 
relationship with fellow 
teachers, staff members 
and parents and pro-
moted an environment 
of open communication, 
adds the release.
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M , J  4 (AFP): 
Eight-time world boxing 
champion Manny Pac-
quiao has said he will 
“think hard” about re-
tiring after his stunning 
and controversial defeat 
to unheralded Australian 
challenger Jeff Horn.

Arriving home in the 
Philippines a day after 
losing his World Boxing 
Organization welter-
weight title in a major 
upset in Brisbane on 
Sunday, the 38-year-old 
Pacquiao said he was 
thinking about hanging 
up his gloves for good.

“I am also consider-
ing the opinion of people, 
the opinion of my family 
and my body,” Pacquiao 

told ABS-CBN television 
on Monday night when 
asked about retirement.

“I plan to relax irst 
and recover from the 
pains in my body and 
then after that, when I 
have already relaxed, 
that’s when I will think 
hard about it.”

Immediately after the 
ight, Pacquiao had said 

he wanted a rematch 
with Horn.

Pacquiao’s wife, Jinkee, 
and his trainer, Freddie 
Roach, had said they would 
advise him to quit boxing 
after a phenomenal 22-
year professional career in 

which he won world titles 
in an unprecedented eight 
weight divisions.

Pacquiao brie ly re-
tired from boxing last 
year to pursue his long-
held political ambitions 
and was elected sena-
tor. But he quickly made 
a successful comeback 
against Jessie Vargas in 
November, saying he still 
felt like a youngster.

The 29-year-old 
Horn’s ultra-aggressive 
style proved too much 
for Pacquiao, with the 
three judges scoring the 
ight 117-111, 115-113 

and 115-113 to the Aus-
tralian after 12 rounds.

On Monday, Pac-
quiao made disparag-

ing comments about his 
opponent.

“He’s not really good 
but he’s really strong,” 
Pacquiao said of Horn, as 
he questioned the deci-
sions of American refer-
ee Mark Nelson.

“There is no problem 
with the style of Jeff Horn 
if he plays dirty, because 
there is a referee,” Pac-
quiao said.

“The problem here is 
that the referee, I don’t 
know if he did it delib-
erately or he just did not 
have experience, he just 
allowed it and did not 
even give any warning 
for how many times. It’s 
as if the referee wanted 
to help my opponent.

Beaten Pacquiao to ‘think hard’ about retiring

Shastri will 
probably get 
the coach job: 
Gavaskar
N  D , J  4 (PTI): 
Former captain Sunil Ga-
vaskar feels his ex-team-
mate Ravi Shastri is the 
favourite to become the 
head coach of the Indian 
cricket team.

Shastri has become 
the front-runner for the 
high-pro ile job after he 
formally submitted his 
application to the BCCI.

“Ravi actually was the 
one (during his tenure as 
Team Director) the turn-
around actually started 
for the Indian cricket 
team back in 2014,” Ga-
vaskar told NDTV.

“After India lost in 
England, the BCCI asked 
him to come in as a team 
director...suddenly there 
was a change in the 
team’s fortunes over a 
period of time. Now that 
he’s applied, he’s proba-
bly the man who is going 
to get the job,” Gavaskar 
told NDTV.

Shastri, who served 
as Indian team direc-
tor from August 2014 
to June 2016, shares a 
healthy rapport with the 
players including captain 
Virat Kohli.

During his tenure, 
India won limited-overs 
away series against En-
gland in 2014, reached 
the semi- inals of the 
World Cup and World 
T20 (2015 and 2016 re-
spectively), won away 
Test series against Sri 
Lanka, home series 
against South Africa and 
T20 away series against 
Australia.

The others who have 
applied for the head 
coach role are Virender 
Sehwag, Tom Moody, 
Venkatesh Prasad, Rich-
ard Pybus, Dodda Ga-
nesh, Lalchand Rajput 
and Phil Simmons.

L , J  4 (AP): So much 
for the idea that Stan Wawrinka 
might be able to complete a ca-
reer Grand Slam at Wimbledon 
this year. Didn’t even make it out 
of the irst round.

An owner of one champi-
onship from each of the other 
three major tournaments, and 
the French Open runner-up just 
three weeks ago, Wawrinka was 
bothered by his left knee and 
lost 6- 4, 3-6, 6-4, 6-1 to Daniil 
Medvedev at Centre Court in the 
irst round at the All England 

Club last night.
Wawrinka was seeded No. 

5 and ranked No. 3. He iced his 
knee during changeovers and 
never was able to summon his 
best tennis.

“Apparently grass is not the 
best surface for my knee,” Waw-
rinka said with a grin. “I need to 
igure it out exactly, what’s the 

problem now, what I’m going to 
do, and come back on the tennis 
court when I (can play) without 
any pain.”

He said his knee has been a 
problem off and on this season, 
including at the Australian Open 
in January, when he made a run 
to the semi inals.

Wawrinka said he was a bit 
hesitant about even playing at 
Wimbledon, but he thought the 
knee seemed better during re-
cent practices.

He had no answers when 
asked what comes next, includ-
ing how much time he might 
need to take off.

“What’s sure is that I’m go-
ing to take the time I need to 
feel ready again physically,” the 
32-year-old from Switzerland 
said.

Wawrinka won the Austra-
lian Open in 2014, the French 
Open in 2015 and the US Open 
in 2016. But he never has been 

able to excel at the All England 
Club, where his best showing 
is getting to the quarterfinals 
and his career record is now 
18- 13.

This was Wawrinka’s sixth 
defeat in the irst round at Wim-
bledon. And just how big a victo-
ry was this for Medvedev, a 21- 
year-old Russian who is ranked 
49th?

He dropped to his knees 
and kissed the Centre Court 

turf afterward.
This was the irst time he 

had won a Grand Slam match. 
A year ago at Wimbledon, Med-
vedev lost in the irst round of 
qualifying.

“So even, I guess, if I didn’t 
beat Stan, it would be one of the 
biggest wins in my life. My irst 
top-10 win. I have no words to 
describe this,” Medvedev said. “I 
guess this memory will be with 
me forever.

With bad knee, 3-time major champ
Wawrinka out at Wimbledon

M , J  4 (PTI): The Indian 
Under-18 girls rugby team, led by 
Odisha’s Sumitra Nayak, is all set to 
take part in the Paris World Games 
2017 commencing on July 7.

This is the second international 
tournament for the U-18 girls team 
after they bagged a bronze at the 
inaugural Asian U-18 Rugby Sevens 
held in UAE, it was announced at a 
media conference today.

“We had a selection camp where 
25 girls took part out of which 12 
girls, ive each from Odisha and West 
Bengal (and the other two from Del-
hi and Mumbai), were selected,” said 
team coach Nasser Hussain.

Hussain said ive girls - Sumi-
tra, Rajni Sabar, Basanti Pangi, Lija 
Sardar (all Odisha) and Gargee 
Walekar (Maharashtra) - were part 
of the squad in the Asian tourna-
ment held in UAE.

“So far, seven teams have con-
irmed their participation for the 

rugby event,” said the coach, adding 

it was a fairly young side.
Apart from rugby, the World 

Games - conducted with an eye on 

France winning the bid to host the 
2024 Olympics - will see competi-
tions in volleyball, football, badmin-

ton, basketball and handball.
The Games will see participation 

of around 15,000 athletes from over 

60 countries.
Hussain said that team members 

will be meeting members of both 
the French women’s national rug-
by team and under 18 team during 
their visit.

Sumitra Nayak said the team will 
try their best to clinch a gold medal 
in the tournament.

“We have been training since the 
past one month under Hussain Sir 
and we have practised a lot for the 
tournament and will give our best,” 
said Nayak, who initially trained at 
the Kalinga Institute of Social Scienc-
es in Bhubaneshwar.

Mumbai girl Gargee said she got 
acquainted with the sport through 
an initiative of the Rugby India.

She assured that she will give her 
best in the team’s bid to emerge vic-
torious in the tournament.

“My parents have supported me, 
but it is dif icult to balance academic 
life and sports,” said Gargee, who is 
studying in a city-based college.

India U-18 girls rugby team to take part in Paris World Games

An Indian 
‘Dead Poets
Society’
M , J  4 (PTI): A new the-
atre adaptation of 1989 American 
drama “Dead Poets Society”, that 
revolutionised the process of edu-
cation, will hit the stage today at 
Prithvi Theatre here.

Conceptualised by members 
of the Sophia College English 
Dramatics Association, the play 

named after the original ilm, is 
being performed as part of the 
monthly ‘Thespo@Prithvi’ initia-
tive.

Directed by Vahishtai Ghosh, it 
is the story of nine women, told in 
an Indian context to make the sto-
ry more “relatable” for themselves 
and for the audience.

“Dead Poets Society is a sto-
ry for everybody, and it brings 
to life numerous other stories. 
This play is a collective repre-
sentation of nine women, each of 
whom is inspiring in their own 
right.

“It didn’t make sense for us to 

attempt to be American girls in an 
American school and an American 
context. We really just worked to 
make the story more ours, more 
relatable,” Ghosh told PTI.

While the play was adapt-
ed without any “strong political 
agenda in mind”, Ghosh insists 
that it remains inseparable from 
the theme of education.

“It is a commentary on the 
current state of educational in-
stitutions...on how we continue 
to teach our children that to be 
successful, one must abide by the 
rules of ‘hoi polloi’.

“Educators at every level today, 

more than ever, must remember 
to nurture a child’s wonder and 
curiosity for the world. We must 
not forget to encourage them to 
take the time to pet a cat, smell a 
lower, or count blades of grass in 

a ield,” she said.
First performed as part of 

the college’s platinum jubilee 
celebrations, the play will now 
see the names of the charac-
ters changed in the latest show 
-- Keatings, originally played by 
Robin Williams in the ilm, has 
become Gracias.

Ghosh said they have con-
sciously distanced themselves 

from the American drama to an 
extent that the narrative’s focus 
shifts from the teacher to the stu-
dents, “who are vastly different 
from one another”.

“It brings to the play a degree 
of subjectivity.

Keating’s world view itself 
is not what we wish to propa-
gate through this play. I pray 
that you see yourself, as well as 
someone you know and love in 
these characters, and take from 
the play what you choose to,” 
she said.

The play will also be staged to-
morrow.

India submits expression
of interest to host

U-20 FIFA WC
N  D , J  4 (PTI): 
The All India Football 
Federation (AIFF) on 
Tuesday submitted an 
expression of interest to 
host the Under-20 FIFA 
World Cup in 2019.

Bracing up to organ-
ise the U-17 World Cup 
later this year, AIFF pres-
ident Praful Patel stated 
that this would be the 
next “logical step for the 
development of football 
in India”.

“With India hosting 
the FIFA U-17 World Cup 
India 2017 this year in 
October, we feel host-
ing the U-20 World Cup 
would be the best way 
to sustain the footballing 
momentum in India.

Even though the 
event was held earlier 
this year in Asia in Ko-
rea Republic, we would 
be happy to discuss with 
FIFA about the possibili-
ty of hosting the event in 

India in 2019,” he said.
The format of the U-20 

World Cup is the same as 
the U-17 World Cup with 
24 teams playing out 
of six venues. The U-17 
World Cup will be held in 
India from October 6- 28 
across six centers.

Patel had earlier in-
dicated that India would 
bid for the U-20 World 
Cup in 2019, drawing 
from the experience of 
hosting the U-17 event.

“We have told the 
FIFA Competitions Com-
mittee that we are keen 
to host the event at the 
earliest available oppor-
tunity in 2019, and this 
will further give a boost 
to our grassroots initia-
tives,” Patel had told the 
website of the Supreme 
Committee for Delivery 
and Legacy, which is in-
volved with the organis-
ing the 2022 FIFA World 
Cup in Qatar.

Sachin, 2 others enter
semi inals at Asian

Youth boxing
B , J  4 (PTI): 
World youth champion 
Sachin Siwach (49kg), 
along with two others, 
advanced to the semi i-
nals, rounding off a good 
day for India at the Asian 
Youth Boxing Champion-
ships here.

Sachin defeated Fil-
ipino James Ian Solis in 
an unanimous verdict. 
He will next be up against 
Thailand’s Panmod Thiti-
san, who got the better of 
Rustam Muratov of Kyr-
gyzstan. Also advancing 
to the semi inals were 
Etash Muhammed Khan 
(56kg) and Sachin (75kg). 
Khan outpunched Filipi-
no Laurente Pitt to set up 
a clash with Thailand’s 
Pluem Wangkhlaklang.

Wangkhlaklang de-
feated Iran’s Ashkan Re-
zaei. Sachin, on the oth-
er hand, had no trouble 

going past Japan’s Riku 
Kondo. He will be up 
against Zhu Chao of Chi-
na. Chao beat Muntadher 
Al-Fartoosi.

However, it was cur-
tains for Himmat Singh 
(91kg). Singh lost to 
Danila Semenov of Ka-
zakhstan.

India thus have six 
boxers in the semi inal 
stage, assuring the coun-
try of at least six medals.

Naveen Boora (69kg) 
and Ankit (60kg) had 
made it to the last-four 
stage of the tournament 
on Monday.

Harshpreet Sahrawat 
(+91 Kg) has got a direct 
entry into the semi inals 
due to the small size of 
the draw. He will face 
Uzbekistan’s Mullojon-
ov Lazizbek on July 6 
with Wednesday being a 
rest day.

CONTACT

 Summit TIMES
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9775736596 
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7699771651
MANGAN/ DIKCHU

9832612485/
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9609066814
DARJEELING

9434121862
GANGTOK
8016270440,
9832082664,
9832424750,
8768664251
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NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
SINGAM SILVER MORNING DEAR LOVING EVENING

Draw time: 11:55 am onwards Draw time: 08:00 pm onwards
Draw No:10 DrawDate on:04/07/17 Draw No:115 DrawDate on:04/07/17

1st Prize Rs.10 Lakhs/- 99K 74205 1st Prize Rs.50 Lakhs/- 84D 99209
   (Including Super Prize Amt)     (Including Super Prize Amt)

Cons. Prize Rs.9,100/- 74205 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 99209 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9,000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
09161 20211 22598 23458 36521 12699 16233 21076 21572 41638
68104 79614 87034 98637 99637 54789 73510 75260 78974 95453
3rd Prize Rs.500/- 3rd Prize  Rs.9000/-
0914 2476 3355 4182 5013 5601 5648 6988 7311 8523 02551 05505 10503 45631 62528
4th Prize Rs.300/- 64170 64434 68390 76845 86373
0325 1522 2684 3351 4063 6045 6298 6634 8945 9380 4th Prize Rs.1000/-
5th Prize Rs.130/- 0160 0578 2744 3492 3651 4180 5610 6898 6918 9581
0093 0254 0429 0656 0886 0926 0941 1236 1333 1369 5th Prize Rs.600/-
1474 1481 1483 1494 1538 1618 1633 1662 1672 1765 0317 0391 1311 3466 4371 6464 7236 7421 8042 8382
2055 2185 2428 2451 2471 2772 2797 2877 2970 3013 6th Prize Rs.250/-
3080 3218 3246 3455 3726 3818 3850 3893 4060 4120 0001 0038 0042 0226 0457 0705 0747 0895 0948 0981
4129 4187 4315 4326 4344 4360 4413 4510 4586 4837 1222 1263 1266 1424 1545 1620 1683 1797 1933 2024
5184 5196 5440 5493 5536 5559 5871 5938 6084 6329 2281 2382 2390 2576 2591 3089 3267 3365 3380 3548
6346 6403 6552 6600 6610 6671 6972 7138 7244 7276 3754 3863 3904 4048 4086 4094 4227 4336 4351 4387
7282 7329 7430 7536 7556 7658 7821 7946 8084 8125 4393 4644 4801 4916 5096 5185 5258 5315 5426 5479
8162 8262 8319 8338 8368 8573 8613 8931 9069 9301 5506 5855 5887 5905 5936 5939 6064 6151 6205 6225
9397 9591 9687 9698 9706 9765 9781 9840 9976 9987 6312 6367 6647 6723 6821 7030 7144 7179 7194 7265
Issued by: 7316 7389 7440 7583 7676 7776 7784 7866 7976 8014
The Director, Nagaland State Lotteries, Kohima, Nagaland. 8162 8251 8367 8621 8668 8669 8672 8685 8881 8936
For Results, please visit: www.nagalandlotteries.com 9066 9140 9167 9172 9334 9359 9397 9829 9877 9933

KINDLY CHECK THE RESULTS WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE.

DEAR CHANCE SINGAM GREAT EVENING
Draw No:51 DrawDate on:04/07/17 Draw No:22 DrawDate on:04/07/17

1st Prize Rs.50 Lakhs/- 83A 11785 1st Prize Rs.10 Lakhs/- 93D 12331
(Including Super Prize Amt)  (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 11785 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9,100/- 12331 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/- 2nd Prize Rs.9,000/-
21756 42260 43350 54758 57970 02136 29832 30700 36238 40089
58685 79193 88607 90008 99945 43169 46851 69639 77482 97745
3rd Prize  Rs.9000/- 3rd Prize Rs.500/-
02819 06463 09708 26899 27277 0326 1120 1542 3583 4228 5582 6931 7359 7988 9164
32194 34165 43654 66527 82989 4th Prize Rs.300/-
4th Prize Rs.1000/- 0094 0299 0418 1370 4239 6661 6910 7451 7550 8291
0510 1188 1806 2363 4704 6036 6902 7400 7986 8672 5th Prize Rs.130/-
5th Prize Rs.600/- 0016 0088 0092 0117 0285 0294 0405 0495 0579 0794
1530 2484 3815 4393 6874 6926 7312 8325 8349 9773 0813 1008 1019 1164 1356 1588 1675 1742 1907 1928
6th Prize Rs.250/- 2193 2241 2245 2294 2425 2450 2464 2601 2608 2673
0029 0200 0447 0626 0661 0851 0907 0924 0978 1108 2687 2832 2879 3216 3528 3566 3735 3796 4197 4210
1174 1201 1231 1243 1348 1397 1607 1815 2015 2349 4439 4539 4668 4675 4716 4815 4853 4865 4869 4930
2361 2379 2388 2429 2445 2725 2773 2776 2871 3066 4946 5134 5149 5153 5168 5220 5365 5651 5748 5753
3083 3127 3149 3447 3568 3819 3850 3895 3923 4077 5875 6028 6085 6102 6111 6125 6207 6223 6329 6566
4097 4340 4400 4423 4472 4562 4639 4782 5020 5119 7129 7296 7314 7567 7581 7653 7674 7743 7761 8158
5174 5178 5194 5297 5409 5620 5669 5678 5919 6041 8295 8430 8435 8485 8538 8714 8769 8801 8826 8829
6175 6191 6361 6623 6626 6666 6816 7022 7070 7261 8928 9024 9139 9381 9578 9637 9671 9830 9850 9914
7427 7518 7562 7618 7792 7831 7913 8073 8133 8214 Issued by:
8347 8380 8513 8574 8757 8871 8900 8955 9022 9062 The Director, Sikkim State Lotteries, Deorali-737102
9234 9292 9423 9466 9471 9551 9577 9899 9910 9947 Please visit: www.sikkimlotteries.com

SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES

KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE

MIZORAM STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR PARROT MORNING
Draw No:47 DrawDate on:03/07/17

1st Prize Rs.50 Lakhs/- 91L 09880
(Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 09880 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
27730 31566 52802 53051 54586
64894 68860 69622 72631 99666
3rd Prize  Rs.9000/-
03143 08285 18103 21421 22535
25461 25487 44070 70325 92681
4th Prize Rs.1000/-
0034 1561 2585 2655 2663 5249 7661 8214 8606 9792
5th Prize Rs.600/-
1493 2973 3740 4690 6063 6354 7345 7877 9010 9112
6th Prize Rs.250/-
0066 0068 0503 0594 0734 0738 0839 0886 0925 0955
0987 0992 1014 1193 1286 1442 1451 1762 1806 1903
1964 2033 2095 2251 2275 2460 2487 2498 2542 2720
2881 2888 2947 3059 3172 3459 3529 3609 3834 4260
4280 4325 4493 4680 4709 4937 4939 5044 5188 5248
5344 5360 5543 5577 5643 5713 5787 5813 5925 5988
6039 6357 6630 6638 6660 6822 6851 6893 6940 6966
7205 7255 7266 7373 7392 7439 7614 7788 7945 8099
8123 8140 8197 8262 8316 8373 8442 8472 8629 8839
8849 8963 9042 9141 9257 9326 9396 9478 9662 9738
Issued by: 
The Director, Mizoram State Lotteries,
For results please visit: www.mizoramlotteries.com

FLAT AVAILABLE FOR 
COMMERCIAL OPERATIONS: 
A fl at measuring around 
3,000 sq ft across an 
entire fl oor; conveniently 
located on the roadside 
and ideal for development 
into a showroom, bank 
or corporate offi ce, is 
available for rent at 
Church Road, DPH. The 
property is available for 
immediate occupation and 
can also be developed 
to suit the requirements 
of prospective tenants. 
Contact 9434117687

GENERAL LAND FOR 
SALE: An area measur-
ing 50”x 50” ft at roadside 
below Yangang Bazzar at 
Yangang, South Sikkim 
is for sale. Expected Price 
Rs.12.50 lakhs (negotia-
ble). Interested parties may 
contact: 7047558497/ 
9593984403.

ADVERTISEMENT 
RATES AT 

DISCOUNTED RATES- 
UPTO 80% DISCOUNT.
Book our advertisement 
for Sale, To-let, Rent, 
Offer  etc as classifi ed, 
weekly/monthly and alter-
nate issue  and all display 
advertisement for quarter 
page/half page & full page 
both in colour and black 
white  in SummitTimes, an 
English Daily from Sikkim.  
Contact our Siliguri offi ce 
at Space Ads, Uttra-
pan Market, Hill Cart 
Road, Siliguri.  Con-
tact Person : Mani 
Rai 9832318644, 
7908175332.

KJM VARMA 

B , J  4 (PTI): Chi-
na would be forced to use 
a “military way” to end the 
standoff in the Sikkim sec-
tor if India refuses to listen 
to the “historical lessons” 
being offered by it, a Chi-
nese expert has warned.

As the standoff at the 
Doka La area continued for 
the third week, the of icial 
media and the think-tanks 
here have said that “war 
is possible if the con lict 
between India and China 
is not handled properly”.

“China is trying its best 
to use historical lessons to 
reason with India and show 
sincerity in peacefully solv-
ing the problem, but if India 
refuses to listen, then China 
would have no other choice 
than to use a military way 
of solving the problem,” Hu 
Zhiyong, a research fellow 
at the Shanghai Academy 
of Social Sciences, told the 
state-run Global Times.

Hu claimed that India is 
provoking China because it 
wanted to prove to the US 
that it could contain China 
while Prime Minister Naren-

dra Modi was in the US. But 
Hu said US President Donald 
Trump was not like his pre-
decessor Barack Obama.

“Obama believes India 
is important only because 
they share the same values, 
but Trump is very pragmatic, 
and he doesn’t treat India as 
a valuable ally because New 
Delhi is too weak to confront 
Beijing,” Hu opined. Although 
India always treats China 
as its biggest rival, China 
does not think so as India 
lags far behind China, Song 
Zhongping, a Beijing-based 
military expert, was quot-

ed as saying by the daily.
“Experts also scoffed at 

India’s military threat after 
Indian Defence Minister Arun 
Jaitely asserted on Friday that 
the India of 2017 is different 
from what it was in 1962,” said 
the report in the daily, known 
for its nationalist stance.

“The gap between the mili-
taries of China and India today 
is even bigger than in 1962, 
and I hope India can keep calm 
for its own good,” Hu said.

Since the standoff on 
June 6, when the People’s 
Liberation Army (PLA) de-

stroyed bunkers of the In-
dia Army claiming the area 
belonged to China, Chinese 
media have carried sever-
al pieces warning India for 
escalating border tension 
and “reminding” the Indian 
Army about the 1962 war.

Of the 3,488-km-long 
India-China border from 
Jammu and Kashmir to 
Arunachal Pradesh, a 220-
km section falls in Sikkim. 
China has cited the 1890 
Sino-British treaty to settle 
the dispute over the Sikkim 
section of the boundary.

‘China will have to take military way if India doesn’t listen’

Achal 
Kumar Joti 
appointed as 
the next CEC
N  D , J  4 (PTI): 
Election Commissioner 
Achal Kumar Joti was 
today appointed as the 
next chief election com-
missioner (CEC) suceed-
ing Nasim Zaidi.

64-year-old Joti, who 
was the chief secretary of 
Gujarat when Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi was 
the chief minister, will 
take over as the head of 
the Election Commission 
on July 6, a noti ication 
issued by the law minis-
try said.

Zaidi will demit of-
ice tomorrow. Joti, a 

1975-batch Indian Ad-
ministrative Service (IAS) 
of icer, had joined the 
three-member poll panel 
as an election commis-
sioner on May 8, 2015 
and would be in of ice till 
January 17 next year.

He retired as the Gu-
jarat chief secretary in 
January 2013.

A CEC or an EC can 
have a tenure of six years 
or hold of ice till the age 
of 65 years, whichever is 
earlier.

Joti, who will be 
the 21st CEC, has also 
served as the Gujarat 
vigilance commissioner 
and worked in various 
capacities in the state, in-
cluding as the chairman 
of the Kandla Port Trust 
between 1999 and 2004 
and the managing director 
of the Sardar Sarovar Nar-
mada Nigam Ltd (SSNNL).

He was also the secre-
tary in the industry, rev-
enue and water supply 
departments in the state.

The government is 
also soon expected to ap-
point one more Election 
Commissioner to ill up 
the vacancy caused by 
Zaidi’s retirement.

Om Prakash Rawat is 
the other election commis-
sioner in the poll panel.

North Korea claims to have successfully test- ired its irst intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) - contra-
dicting US and South Korean of icials who earlier said it was an intermediate-range missile. The latest in a 

series of launches appeared to be the secretive state’s longest-range ballistic missile launch to date - and took 
place just hours ahead of America’s Independence Day celebrations. A US weapons analyst said the missile was 
capable of reaching Alaska, as US President Donald Tru’mp urged China to “end this nonsense once and for all”.

N  D , J  4 (PTI): 
The Congress today ac-
cused the Centre of not 
taking Chinese incur-
sions seriously and asked 
it to take proper steps to 
counter a possible attack 
or speedily engage with 
Beijing through diplo-
matic channels.

Accusing Union min-
isters of only delivering 
speeches, AICC senior 
spokesperson Ajay Maken 
asked how the government 
intended to combat re-
peated “incursions”, when 
it was “downgrading” the 
threat as “transgressions”.

“On the one hand, the 
prime minister is on for-
eign visits. On the other, 
we have seen that our 
government itself is not 

taking the incursions se-
riously,” Maken alleged.

“Our government 
calls the incursion a 
transgression. When you 
only will downgrade the 
incursion as transgres-
sion, how will you ight 
it?” he asked.

The former minister 
said the BJP-led NDA gov-
ernment needs to pre-
pare itself on the ground, 
“be it on borders shared 
with China or Pakistan” 
for any possible attack.

“First of all, you will 
need to understand it is 
a Chinese incursion. The 
government needs to 
speedily take aggressive 
steps or act through apt 
diplomatic means,” he said.

“The government 

only delivers speeches. 
Intruders are continu-
ously entering India. It 
is a record high, it never 
happened so in the past,” 
he claimed.

Asked about his 
views on the govern-
ment’s “proactive” de-
ployment of Indian secu-
rity personnel in Doklam 
area near Sikkim, Maken 
said had the government 
been proactive, there 
would be “no incursions” 
in the irst place.

“This government 
only talks...,” he said.

Congress spokesper-
son Abhishek Singhvi has 
expressed concern over 
the rising in iltrations 
along the border with Chi-
na and asked the govern-

ment what was its strate-
gy to resolve the issue and 
deal with national security 
which was “going through 
turbulent times”.

The party leader said 
“unfortunately, it appears 
that this government has 
been caught napping” 
and has not been able 
to implement recent ac-
cords between the two 
countries signed by the 
UPA government, which 
have been violated.

Singhvi said the Con-
gress, however, stands 
solidly behind the gov-
ernment on issues of 
national security and on 
steps taken in national 
interest to resolve the 
current stand-off with 
China.

Centre Govt not taking Chinese 
incursions seriously: Cong

N  D , J  4 (PTI): Domestic 
cooking gas (LPG) price has been 
hiked by up to Rs 32 per cylinder 
-- the steepest increase in six years 
-- following implementation of the 
Goods and Services Tax (GST).

Subsidised LPG rates have 
been increased to Rs 477.46 per 
14.2-kg cylinder from Rs 446.65 in 
Delhi after GST was implemented 
from July 1.

In the previous indirect tax re-
gime where separate factory-gate 
duty and sales tax were levied, LPG 
attracted a zero or nil excise duty 
all over the country.

VAT or sales tax was nil in Del-
hi as well as Chandigarh, Haryana, 
Jammu and Kashmir, Rajasthan, 
Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh, West 
Bengal and some north-eastern 
states. It ranged from 1 per cent to 
5 per cent in other states.

However, under GST, which 
subsumed more than a dozen cen-
tral and state levies, a 5 per cent 
tax was levied on subsidised LPG. 
This essentially meant that states 
where VAT was nil or less than 5 
per cent, rates have gone up.

Besides Delhi, subsidised LPG 
price has been hiked by Rs 31.67 
per cylinder to Rs 480.32 in Kolk-
ata and Rs 31.41 in Chennai to Rs 

465.56, according to information 
available from oil companies.

In Mumbai, where a VAT of 3 
per cent was applicable previously, 
the price has gone up by Rs 14.28 
to Rs 491.25 per cylinder.

This is the steepest increase 
in domestic subsidised LPG rate 
since June 25, 2011, a hike of Rs 50 
per cylinder, which was necessitat-
ed due to a jump in international 
oil prices.

Every household is entitled 
to 12 cylinders of 14.2-kg each at 
subsidised rates in a year. Any re-
quirement beyond that has to be 

purchased at market price.
The rate of market-priced 14.2-

kg cylinder in Delhi is Rs 564.
Sources said the 5 per cent GST 

resulted in a Rs 26.88 increase in 
rate per cylinder in Delhi and the 
remaining hike of about Rs 3 is 
because of the decision since June 
last year to raise prices by about 
Rs 2 to cut the subsidy.

The rate of non-subsidised 
LPG, which consumers pay af-
ter exhausting their quota of be-
low-market priced bottles, went 
up by Rs 11.5 to Rs 564. Such bot-
tles attract an 18 per cent GST.

Subsidised LPG rate hiked by up to
Rs 32 per cylinder post GST
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EtCETERA

A R C T I C   C I R C L E  - HALLATT

B A B Y   B L U E S  - KIRKMAN & SCOTT

L O C K H O R N S  - HOEST & REINER

ARIES: You may wonder what all 
the fuss is about today, Aries. Peo-
ple may be getting all worked up 
over nothing. Don’t get absorbed 
in the melodrama. Set the record 
straight and bring out the truth as 
you see it. Don’t let others hide 
behind façades, and don’t do the 
same. It’s important that everyone 
be aware of how you feel.
TAURUS: Today is a wonderful 
and productive day for you, Tau-
rus. Don’t hog the limelight. Let 
other people feel like they’re being 
heard, too. You might get into trou-
ble if your head gets too big or your 
attitude too stubborn. Opinions will 
be strong, so give people room to 

voice their own. They will appreci-
ate your patience and tolerance.
GEMINI: Stand back and let some-
one else take the reins today, Gemi-
ni. Trust in others. There are many 
helpful hands out there to guide you. 
The most important thing is to let go 
and have confi dence that others will 
direct you. They will if you let them. 
Your brain may buzz to the point 
that you feel you’ve lost control. Re-
lax your mind and calm your nerves.
CANCER: You have quite the jug-
gling act on your hands today, Can-
cer. Things may fl y at you from all 
directions, all demanding your at-
tention. Give equal weight to your 
needs. You will be on an important 

road with a great deal of responsi-
bility. Don’t shy away from a star-
ring role. You have the diplomacy 
and peaceful nature required to be a 
successful leader.
LEO: Tension may build today 
from all directions, Leo. Everyone 
may seem to be operating as part 
of a great conspiracy against you. 
Don’t get paranoid. This scenario is 
most likely far from the truth of the 
matter. Try to embrace change and 
don’t treat it like an enemy. Outdat-
ed ways of doing things may get in 
the way of important progress to-
ward success.
VIRGO: Spread your ideas out to 
the world, Virgo. Now is a great 

time to go on a long trip, or at least 
begin planning one. Explore the far 
reaches of your space, literally and 
fi guratively. Join others who share a 
similar spiritual mission. By reach-
ing out to new and diff erent people, 
you can have some unforgettable ex-
periences with the potential to have 
a positive impact on your life.
LIBRA: Take time out to change 
the things in your life that need 
restoring, Libra. Explore your 
emotional needs and fi nd ways 
to satisfy them. You may need to 
adopt a radically diff erent approach 
in order to get where you need to 
go. Even if things seem unstable 
at fi rst, they’re likely to smooth 

out and be much more dependable 
eventually. Be an individual.
SCORPIO: Today may be quite 
emotionally intense, Scorpio. Your 
greatest gifts may get you into trou-
ble on a day like this, but that doesn’t 
mean you should stop being your-
self for even one minute. There’s a 
great deal of important information 
to exchange, so remain open to all 
opportunities and possibilities. Meet 
the world with open arms.
SAGITTARIUS: You may need 
to make some distinct mental ad-
justments in order to fi t in with 
the energy of the day, Sagittarius. 
Try to tune into these energies and 
see what kind of balance they can 

bring to your life. Be more mindful 
of your words and don’t say things 
you don’t really mean. Be genuine 
in all your interactions.
CAPRICORN: There’s likely to be 
a bit of tension today regarding your 
position in society, Capricorn. Maybe 
you’re running into issues that stem 
from your involvement in the collec-
tive versus your focus on your person-
al issues. Make sure these two aspects 
of your life are in balance. Unexpect-
ed things may pop out of the wood-
work to keep you on your toes.
AQUARIUS: There’s a bit of rigid-
ity in the air today that might leave 
you feeling as if you’re butting heads 
with everything you come in contact 

with, Aquarius. Try not to get too 
bent out of shape if people disagree 
with your opinions. People need their 
space, and emotions will be operat-
ing at a fairly high level. Consider 
this during all your encounters.
PISCES: Your emotions may 
surprise you today as unexpected 
issues crop up out of nowhere, Pi-
sces. Take time to smooth the wrin-
kles in your current plan of attack 
regarding your involvement with 
the world. A self-centered approach 
will create barriers between you 
and those you wish get near. Con-
sider how your actions aff ect those 
you love, and make any necessary 
adjustments in your approach.
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5TH JULY
WORLD HISTORY
1687: The irst volume of Isaac 
Newton’s “Philosophiae naturalis 
principia mathematica” (“Mathe-
matical Principles of Natural Phi-
losophy”) was published in Latin 
by Edmund Halley. 
1776: The Declaration of Inde-
pendence was irst printed by 
John Dunlop in Philadelphia USA. 
1809: Napoleon Bonaparte 
defeated Archduke Charles of 
Austria at the Battle of Wagram.
1811: Venezuela became the irst 
South American country to de-
clare independence from Spain. 
1826: Sir Thomas Stamford Bing-
ley Raf les, British statesman, 
died in London. He is best known 
for his founding of the city of Sin-
gapore now the city-state of the 
Republic of Singapore. 
1946: The bikini bathing suit, cre-
ated by former civil engineer Lou-
is Reard, made its debut during a 
fashion show at the Molitor Pool 

in Paris.
1975: Arthur Ashe became the 
irst black man to win a Wimble-

don singles title as he defeated 
Jimmy Connors. 
1977: Pakistan’s army under Gen 
Mohammad Zia ul-Haq seized 
power. The civilian government 
was ousted by the military and 
martial law was imposed.

INDIAN HISTORY 
1882: Hazrat Inayat Khan (1882-
1927), classical singer and Mus-
lim mystic, was born.
1994: Kiran Bedi was awarded 
the prestigious Magsaysay Award.
2000: 10 Bengal tigers, including 
7 rare white tigers, died at the 
Nandankanan Zoo in India. The 
tigers died of trypanosomiasis 
(sleeping sickness).

newsworthy!!!

rumourhasit!

Dr. RAJEN UPADHYAY
Assistant Professor in History, 

Namchi Govt. College

A-LIST STYLE: Jennifer Lawrence, Natalie Portman 
and Robert Pattinson attended the Christian Dior 
Haute Couture Fall/Winter 2017-2018 show in Paris.

Get ready to feel the need 
for speed in summer 

2019. Paramount Studios has 
given Tom Cruise’s Top Gun 
sequel an of icial release date 
of July 12, 2019. 

Although Paramount list-
ed the title simply as “Top 
Gun,” on Friday, June 30, 
Cruise has previously said 
that the long-awaited sequel 
will be titled Top Gun: Mav-
erick. “It’s not going to be 
called ‘Top Gun 2,’” the actor, 
54, told Access Hollywood in 
June. “I didn’t want a number. 
You don’t need a number.”

Cruise went on to explain 
that the sequel will feel simi-
lar to fans of the 1986 classic, 
which also starred Kelly Mc-
Gillis, Anthony Edwards, Meg 
Ryan and Val Kilmer.“We’re 
going to have the same tone 
that we had from the irst,” he 
said. “Stylistically, it’s going 
to be the same.”

C r u i s e 
will be re-
prising his 
role as aviator Pete “Maver-
ick” Mitchell in the modern 
world of drone technology. 
“When you look at the world 
of dog ighting, what’s inter-
esting about it is that it’s not a 
world that exists to the same 
degree when the original 
movie came out. This world 
has not been explored,” Sky-

TOM CRUISE’S ‘TOP GUN’ SEQUEL
GETS A RELEASE DATE

dance CEO David Ellison told 
Collider of the ilm in 2015. 
“It’s really exploring the end 
of an era of dog ighting and 
ighter pilots and what that 

culture is today are all fun 
things that 
we’re gonna 
get to dive 

into in this movie.”Though 
he’s stayed mum on speci ics 
about the ilm, the star offered 
up more details about the 
project to Entertainment To-
night in June. “There’s gonna 
be jets, very fast jets. There’s 
gonna be an aircraft carrier, 
maybe two. And a wide range 
of jets,” he joked. “[There] 
may be a volleyball scene.”

Yash Raj Films of icially announced 
that they would be bringing a never 

seen before star cast on the big screen 
shortly, and it is none other that Varun 
Dhawan and Anushka Sharma. The ilm 
is titled Sui Dhaaga- Made in India.

 It will again see the collaboration 
of YRF with Dum Laga Ke Haisha fame 
Sharat Katariya and Maneesh Sharma. 
The ilm will be loosely based on PM Na-
rendra Modi’s idea of Make in India and 
the makers are also heard saying that 
the ilm is a heartwarming story of pride 
and self-reliance. 

Speaking about the film, Varun said, 
“From Gandhiji to Modiji, our coun-
try’s leaders have always endorsed 
the mantra of Made in 
India. With Sui Dhaaga I 
am proud to take their message to mil-

lions of movie lovers in a manner that 
is entertaining and relevant. I really 

liked the script Sharat 
had written and I am 

happy that I am teaming up with YRF 

on this movie. Anushka and 
I are teaming up for the first 
time so I am sure there will 
be fireworks.”

 Anushka was also quot-
ed saying, “I always get ex-
cited with unique ideas that 
have human interest sto-
ries. Sui Dhaaga is a story of 
self-reliance that I believe 
will connect to the grass-
roots level with every Indi-
an. And I am really looking 
forward to work with Var-
un Dhawan and the team of 
Maneesh Sharma and Sharat 

Katariya.”
 The team shall begin shooting in 

January next year, and the ilm shall be 
in theatres on Gandhi Jayanti 2018.

YRF TO BRING VARUN DHAWAN AND ANUSHKA SHARMA TOGETHER
ON THE SILVER SCREEN FOR THE FIRST TIME

Salman Khan starrer ‘ 
Tubelight ‘ was one of the 

much-awaited ilms of this 
year. Although it did not fare 
well at the box of ice when it 
comes to crashing records, 
the ilm nonetheless went 
past the Rs 100 crore club in 
just six days of its release.

According to a latest re-
port on Boxof iceIndia.com, 
‘Tubelight’ raked in Rs 3 
crore on Sunday taking the 
total to Rs 110.07 crore over 
the weekend. With an over-
whelming response in the 
irst week, the ilm collected 

as much as Rs 102.57 crore. 
The second weekend saw an 
upward graph with Friday’s 
collections being Rs 2 crore 
followed by Rs 2.50 crore and 
Rs 3 crore on Saturday and 

Sunday.Salman sportingly 
took the response from the 
critics saying, “The critics 
were really good. I was ex-
pecting minus 3 and minus 
4 but they gave 1, 1.5 appar-
ently, so I am very pleased.” 
However, few reports stated 
that Chinese actress Zhu Zhu 
is quite unhappy with the 
way this ilm turned out at 
the box of ice.This is also Sal-
man’s shortest ilm thus far, 

with his previous ilms like 
‘Sultan’, ‘Bajrangi Bhaijaan’ 
and ‘Prem Ratan Dhan Payo’ 
ranging between 2 hours and 
45 minutes to 3 hours. The 
ilm was cleared with just 

one verbal cut.
‘Tubelight’ may not have 

fared as well as expected at 
the box-of ice, but that has 
done little to wipe the smile 
off leading man Salman 
Khan’s face. The star was 
spotted teaming up with his 
adorable co-star Matin Rey 
Tangu at the ilm studios, for 
what appears to be a photo 
shoot. Both Salman and little 
Matin dressed in matching 
leather jackets and lashed 
their widest smiles for the 
cameras as they posed to-
gether on the sets.

boxoffice report

TUBELIGHT RAKES IN RS 7.5 CRORE
OVER THE SECOND WEEKEND

THIS WEEK’S TOP 10 SONGS
ON BILLBOARD HOT 100

1) Despacito- Luis Fonsi and Daddy Yankee featur-
ing Justin Bieber

2) I’m The One- DJ Khaled featuring Quavo, Chance 
The Rapper, Lil Wayne and Justin Bieber

3) Wild Thoughts- DJ Khaled featuring Rihanna and 
Bryson Tiller

4) That’s What I Like- Bruno Mars
5) Shape Of You- Ed Sheeran
6) Believer- Imagine Dragons
7) Humble- Kendrick Lamar
8) Congratulations- Post Malone featuring Quavo
9) Mask Off - Future
10) Something Just Like This- The Chainsmokers and 

Coldplay 


