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VISHNU NEOPANEY
G , 24 O :

The State Government 
here has denied any 

of icial communication 
from counterparts in 
West Bengal seeking any 
assistance or support in 
the neighbouring state’s 
hunt for GJM leaders 
who could be hiding in 
Sikkim.

When contacted for 
comment with regard to 
reports surfacing in the 
national media about 
the West Bengal Govern-
ment likely to initiate 
talks with Sikkim at a bu-
reaucratic level seeking 
cooperation to stop any 
“support” to supporters 
of Gorkhaland agitation 
and assist in their hunt 
for Gorkha Janmukti 
Morcha [GJM] chief, Bi-
mal Gurung, Additional 
Chief Secretary, Suresh 
Chandra Gupta, who 
is also in charge of the 
Home Department here, 

informed that the Sikkim 
Government has not re-
ceived any communica-
tion from West Bengal on 
these lines thus far.

He further added that 
in case such a proposal 

arrives, the State Gov-
ernment will examine 
documentary evidence 
included in the proposal 
and other aspects of the 
proposed bilateral talks.

It may be recalled 

that at least two previ-
ous attempts to arrest 
GJM chief, Bimal Gurung, 
from Sikkim have failed.

West Bengal Police 
has also been accusing 
Sikkim of helping and 

giving shelter to the GJM 
president and his sup-
porters.

The irst raid by CID, 
West Bengal was con-
ducted on 31 Aug at a 
resort in Namchi, South 
Sikkim, where Mr Gurung 
was allegedly chairing a 
central committee meet-
ing of the GJM. Although 
Bengal CID sleuths man-
aged to arrest some GJM 
leaders, the party presi-
dent managed to escape. 

The incident was 
deeply lawed. To begin 
with, WB cops did not 
coordinate efforts with 
Sikkim and did not even 
come equipped with re-
quired documents for 
such an inter-state exer-
cise. Also, the GJM pres-
ident, for all the trouble 
he is with his state’s au-
thorities, was not wanted 
(to Sikkim’s notice) at the 
time and was at liberty 
like any other Indian to 
visit and stay in Sikkim.

Be that as it may, the 
Bengal police misadven-
ture also led to the death 
of a GJM supporter in a 
shootout in Sikkim.

As per a Sikkim Po-
lice FIR, Bengal cops shot 
dead a GJM supporter 
during the raid in Sikkim 
on the day. As mentioned, 
the raid had been con-
ducted without any legal 
and relevant documents.

On 07 Oct, CID sleuths 
conducted yet another 
raid also at Namchi, but 
the underground GJM 
supremo again allegedly 
managed to escape min-
utes before the raid was 
conducted. In both the 
instances, Bengal police 
blamed Sikkim police of 
non-cooperation.

“WB Government has 
been pointing ingers 
at Sikkim time and time 
again since the latest ag-
itation for statehood be-
gan in the Darjeeling Hills 
earlier this year and saw 

a 104 day long closure of 
Hills protesting against 
the atrocities of West 
Bengal Government. Sik-
kim has suffered a lot due 
to the unrest going in the 
Darjeeling Hills of West 
Bengal and the people 
of our landlocked State 
are also victims here. 
Sikkim tourism and de-
velopmental activities 
have also been affected 
adversely in the last four-
ive months,” expressed 

Mr Gupta while speaking 
to SummitTimes.

Mr Gupta shared 
that the possibility of 
talks for cordial rela-
tions between the two 
States was a good sign 
and stressed that Sikkim 
has maintained good 
relations despite suffer-
ing during the period of 
closure in West Bengal. 
Sikkim, he said, will be 
extending WB all the 
support based on factual 
propositions.

No of icial proposal from WB seeking support to round-
up GJM leaders suspected to be hiding in Sikkim

A SummitTimes ile-foto of WB police personnel at Namchi Police Sta-
tion on 31 August 2017, the day when their misadventure includ-

ed the gunning down of a GJM supporter in South Sikkim

NITESH R PRADHAN
GANGTOK, 24 OCT:

When 60-year-old Rupa 
Gurung, now of Pendam 

village in East Sikkim, got 
married nearly four decades 
ago and left her maternal 
home in Darjeeling to start a 
new life with her Sikkimese 
husband, she had no inclina-
tion of how much the world 
around her would change.

“Rapid globalisation has 
brought the world down to a 
small phone and has made us all 
lazy,” she says. And no, she does 
not herself have a smartphone, 
but sees people hunched over 
theirs all the time.

Major festivals of Dasain 
and Tihar have just ended 
with a major chunk of village 
economy and other activities 
revolving around what is in 
store for the upcoming festive 
season.

“There used to be an ex-
citement, joy and a feeling of 

the entire community coming 
together to observe such festi-
vals in a much more collective 
way,” she recalls.

With time, technology has 
resulted in bigger and bright-
er light decorations and the 
small earthen lamps are slow-
ly fading out.

Another senior citizen, 
Palzor Tamang of Gangtok, 
expresses that with changing 
times, not only are old cus-
toms being ignored but it has 
also made certain rituals van-
ish altogether.

This holds true for he ar-
gues that observance of Kag 
[Crow] Tihar and Goru [Oxen] 
Tihar is a rare sight these 
days.

In the Newar community 
of the State, the observance 
of Mha Puja or Worship of the 
Self, observed on the day of 
Goru Tihar, a day before Bhai 
Tika, has become rare with 
many Newar families opting 

not to celebrate it due to igno-
rance on the part of the young 

about the festival or the ac-
companying rituals.

“Nowadays some young-
sters don’t even know about 
such festival being observed,” 
laments Sita Pradhan, a 
grandmother.

“Even the deusi and bhai-
lo tunes and practices have 
changed,” she adds.

The festival may have lost 
its old world charm and has 
become increasingly commer-
cialised but it is still huge.

Constant updates by the 
media on television and on-
line space has meant that 
these festivals may have 
grown beyond their tradition-
al scope but it has also shriv-
eled its role in society.

“Now we just wish each 
other through phone over Face-
book or Whatsapp,” says a mid-
dle aged homemaker in capital, 
Priya Thapa, who remembers 
the old days when the entire 
locality used to come together 
to organise community pujas 
for Dasain and Deusi-Bhailo 

during Diwali.
“Not to forget making sel 

rotis with neighbours and en-
joying them together in the 
evenings,” she adds.

The recent ban on noise 
and air polluting irecrackers 
has also made Diwali a much 
quieter affair.

However, many senior 
citizens have expressed that 
crackers were not a major 
part of their Tihar celebra-
tions in childhood and were a 
recent phenomena which has 
been banned for good.

“Growing up, there was 
not much noise and the air 
was clean during Tihar. How-
ever, there were some oc-
casions in the recent past 
where there was visible pol-
lution during Diwali which 
we could sense. This has been 
banned in Sikkim for good,” 
said 65-year-old retired gov-
ernment employee, Pradeep 
Pradhan.

Dasain and Tihar are just not the same anymore

Next Fri 
declared govt 
holiday
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 24 O :

The State Government 
has declared a public 

holiday for 03 Nov, next 
Friday, which is the poll 
date for the Gram and 
Zilla Panchayat elections 
in Sikkim. State Govern-
ment of ices, Educational 
Institutions and public 
undertakings will remain 
closed throughout the 
State on 03 Nov. 

This, for the voters to 
keep their date with the 
EVMs and also to facilitate 
the polling process 
which will engage a 
large number of of icials 
and personnel and even 
government facilities and 
infrastructure.

Govt to infuse 
Rs 2.11 lakh 
crore into 
PSU banks 
over 2 years
N  D , O  24 
(PTI): The government 
today announced an ag-
gressive Rs 2.11 lakh 
crore capital infusion for 
the NPA hit public sector 
banks over a period of 
two years.

Out of this, Rs 1.35 
lakh crore will be 
through the recapital-
isation bonds, while re-
maining Rs 76,000 crore 
from the budgetary sup-
port, Financial Services 
Secretary Rajiv Kumar 
said here.

Addressing media, Fi-
nance Minister Arun Jait-
ley said the capital infu-
sion would be done over 
the next two iscal.

He also said the cap-
ital infusion would be 
accompanied by series of 
banking reforms which 
would be spelt out in the 
next few months.

The nature of the 
bonds and details of the 
bonds would be made 
public during course of 
time, he said.

Non-performing as-
sets of banks have in-
creased from Rs 2.75 
lakh in March 2015 to 
Rs 7.33 crore as on June 
2017.

The inance minister 
said banks would get Rs 
18,000 crore under the 
Indradhanush plan.

Under Indradhanush 
roadmap introduced in 
2015, the government 
had announced to in-
fuse Rs 70,000 crore in 
state- run banks over 
four years to meet their 
capital requirement in 
line with global risk 
norms, known as Ba-
sel-III.

In line with the plan, 
public sector banks were 
given Rs 25,000 crore 
in 2015-16, and similar 
amount has been ear-
marked for the following 
years. Besides, Rs 10,000 
crore each would be in-
fused in 2017-18 and 
2018-19.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 24 O : 

Sikkim Krantikari Morcha 
today released its 99-page 

manifesto for the upcoming 
panchayats terming it as a sum-
mary of the vision document of 
the party. 

While launching the party 
manifesto today, ten days ahead 
of the panchayat polls, SKM act-
ing president, Kunga Nima Lep-
cha, accused the Sikkim Demo-
cratic Front [SDF] government 
of failing to guarantee the fun-
damental rights of the people. 

Speaking to SummitTimes, 
Mr Lepcha informed that SKM is 
ielding 77 candidates for pan-

chayat ward elections and six 
for zilla panchayats. Sikkim has 
111 Zilla Panchayats and 1,038 
panchayat wards of which 27 

and 536 have already gone un-
contested to the Sikkim Demo-
cratic Front.

SKM has one candidate each 
in ward and zilla levels in North 

Sikkim, 10 candidates contest-
ing zilla elections in West Sik-
kim and 64 contesting ward 
elections there. In South Sikkim, 
SKM has ielded three candi-

dates each in zilla and ward lev-
els and East district it has two 
candidates contesting at the zil-
la level and 9 in the panchayat 
ward level elections.

“The SDF government’s deci-
sion to make the panchayat polls 
on party-basis is a ploy to snatch 
away the people’s fundamental 
right to choose their own repre-
sentative at the grassroots level 
free of party af iliations. They 
are terrorising the poor with the 
help of muscle and money to re-
main in power,” said Mr Lepcha. 

“Once the SKM party comes 
to power, the party based 
Panchayati Raj system will be 
abolished and open Panchayat 
elections will be established,” Mr 
Lepcha said while adding that 
the present system has failed to 

SKM releases panchayat poll manifesto,
lashes out against SDF Govt

G  N  (UP), 
O  24 (PTI): The gov-
ernment is looking into a 
proposal for 50 tempera-
ture-controlled posts 
along the India-China 
border for ITBP jawans 
who guard the Hima-
layan heights in sub-ze-
ro temperatures, Union 
Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh said here today.

Addressing personnel 
of the Indo-Tibetan Bor-
der Police, established 
on this day 56 years ago 
to guard India’s borders 
with China, the home 
minister announced a 
slew of other measures 
to boost the capabilities 
of the force.

These include the 
construction of 25 bor-
der roads in Arunachal 
Pradesh, Uttarakhand 
and Himachal Pradesh.

There are 176 bor-
der posts along the In-
dia-China border, from 
Karakoram Pass in La-
dakh to Jachep La in 
Arunachal Pradesh.

According to Singh, 
the government is con-
sidering using technol-
ogy to maintain a tem-
perature of 20 degrees 
Celsius in the proposed 
new posts. These will be 
located in high-altitude 
areas where ITBP jawans 
have to bear the brunt 

Govt considering
temperature-controlled
posts for ITBP: Rajnath
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establish decentralization 
of power and functions 
as enshrined under 
Constitutional provisions. 

He alleged that the 
SDF was trying its best 
to win the election un-
contested with the help 
of money power, which 
was not acceptable in a 
democratic system and 
said that people have 
been forced to accept it 
which is tantamount to 

suppressing their fun-
damental rights to elect 
candidate of their own 
choice. 

“There is no transpar-
ency in SDF government. 
Gram Sabhas remain only 
in name. Panchayats are 
people’s representatives 
but SDF party has made 
them only party workers 
to implement the party or-
ders instead of being peo-
ple’s sewaks,” he alleged. 

Mr Lepcha further 

accused that if the Gov-
ernment has transpar-
ency then it should be 
re lected on implementa-
tion of REDRH, a central 
government sponsored 
scheme to reconstruct 
the earthquake damaged 
houses, and CMRHM 
adding that needy people 
are still deprived of the 
bene its while SDF party 
workers have been re-
ceiving more than double 
the bene its.

SKM releases panchayat poll manifesto,
lashes out against SDF Govt

contd from pg01

of snow blizzards and 
sub-zero temperatures.

“We are committed 
to enhancing your opera-
tional and infrastructure 
capabilities. Recently, we 
got a proposal to build 50 
new border posts for the 
force and we are working 
on it,” the home minister 
said.

The setting up of 
more posts is aimed at 
ensuring that they are 
not abandoned during 
extreme snow and cold.

The government is 
also considering special 
lightweight winter cloth-
ing for troops deployed 
above 9,000 feet and an 
enhanced leet of snow 
scooters to patrol the 
high-altitude areas of the 
3,488-km Sino-Indian 
frontier.

The force guards the 
border in altitudes rang-
ing from 9,000 feet to 
18,700 feet in the West-
ern, Middle and Eastern 

sectors of the Indo-China 
Border.

Singh said he is not 
satis ied with housing 
and infrastructure fa-
cilities and is “serious-
ly” working to improve 
these areas.

The minister said 35 
old border posts in very 
high- altitude areas are 
being upgraded as “com-
posite” units.

“We are working to 
enhance road, mobile 
and satellite connectivi-
ty in the border areas for 
the ITBP,” he said.

The minister asked 
ITBP troops to ensure 
and build good relations 
with border dwellers as 
they are “strategic as-
sets” of the country and 
important stakeholders 
in keeping the borders 
safe.

Singh lauded the ITBP 
for introducing Manda-
rin during basic training 
of its troops. This was 
done so they can con-

verse with the Chinese 
Army during face-offs.

He also asked ITBP 
of icers to take the re-
sponsibility of at least 
one family of those killed 
in the line of duty.

The ministry is work-
ing to help jawans who 
have suffered 50 per cent 
disability during opera-
tions through the Bharat 
Ke Veer benevolent fund, 
he said.

ITBP Director Gener-
al (DG) R K Pachnanda 
said the force has been 
nominated as the “nod-
al agency” for obtaining 
and channelising satel-
lite communication for 
all border-guarding forc-
es in the country.

He said the home 
ministry has also ap-
proved the ITBP’s pro-
posal to hire helicopters 
for high-altitude border 
posts. The paramilitary 
is enhancing its intelli-
gence set-up, Pachnanda 
added.

contd from pg01

Govt considering temperature...

N , 24 O  [IPR]: The irst 
round training for Polling Of i-
cers and Presiding Of icers in 
South Sikkim was held today at 
Community Hall and Namchi Se-
nior Secondary School in Nam-
chi, South Sikkim. The training 
was conducted by Returning 
Of icer and District Collector 
(South), Raj Yadav, Assistant 
Returning Of icer’s (ARO) Benu 
Gurung, BC Rai, Sunil Mothey 
and District General Observer, 
Chewang Gyasto.

The participants were in-
formed in detail about the rules 
and regulations laid down by Sik-

kim State Election Commission 
and were advocated to strictly 
follow the rules while conducting 
the panchayat election. 

The RO and AROs also spoke 
about the guidelines to be fol-
lowed by the of icers deployed 
on election duty before and 
during the poll.  

They explained the do’s and 
don’ts on using the Electronic 
Voting Machine (EVM) and em-
phasized the duties of Presiding 
and Polling Of icers concerning 
the setting up of polling stations. 

The of icials were also 
briefed that the entry of polling 

of icers, contesting candidate, 
the election and polling agent 
of each contesting candidate, 
public servants on duty, media 
persons with authorized access 
and person accompanying or 
assisting a blind or in irm voter 
can enter the polling station. 

Further, the returning of icer 
underlined about the substan-
tive role of the Presiding and 
Polling Of icers and updated 
them that they need to be vig-
ilant and well versed with the 
how’s of the election process as 
there are high probabilities of 
abrupt violence particularly in 

the sensitive and hyper sensitive 
polling stations. 

The of icials were also ex-
plained in brief about the secu-
rity arrangements which have 
been placed at every polling 
station so as to ensure smooth 
elections.

The Returning Of icer also 
noti ied that the irst round 
training for Polling Of icers will 
be held on 25 Oct at Commu-
nity Hall in Namchi. The EVM 
Commissioning will commence 
on 26& 27 Oct and the second 
round training will be conduct-
ed on 28 & 29 Oct.

First round training held for polling
and presiding of icers

ITBP RAISING DAY CELEBRATED
AT CHUNGTHANG

G , 24 O : The 11th Battalion of the 
Indo Tibetan Border Police, Chungthang, today 
celebrated its 56th Raising Day wherein special 
troop unit of 11th ITBP Btn presented a parade. 
Commandant Rajesh Kumar Tomar handed over 
prizes to soldiers who played an important role 
in encouraging and leading the force as well as 
civilians. Various competitions were also held for 
the soldiers and villagers of the area during the 
function.

34 yr old 
booked under 
POCSO Act
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 24 O :

A 34-year-old man 
from Lower Karek, 

South Sikkim has been 
accused of sexually as-
saulting a 16-year-old 
minor girl. 

According to a police 
report iled at Namchi 
Police Station on 23 Oct, 
the victim informed the 
police that she was ‘inap-
propriately touched’ and 
sexually assaulted by the 
accused who also report-
edly tried to undress her. 

A case under Protec-
tion Of Children From 
Sexual Offenses Act has 
been booked against the 
accused. He was taken 
into police custody while 
the victim was sent for 
medical examination at 
Namchi District Hospital. 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 24 O :

Sikkim Youth Alliance 
(SYA) has criticized 

the Sikkim Public Ser-
vice Commission and the 
State Government for not 
giving priority to regu-
larize the services of lo-
cal Assistant Professors 
working on adhoc basis 
in various Government 
Colleges in Sikkim. SYA 
has demanded that rules 
be relaxed to accommo-
date the regularization of 
their services.

The criticism comes 
after the SPSC recently 
invited applications from 
eligible local candidates 
and eligible candidates 
who have appeared in 
NE (SLET) / NET/ SET 
for illing up 32 posts of 
Assistant Professors in 
Mathematics, Botany, Zo-
ology, Physics, Chemistry 
and Statistics through 

direct recruitment under 
Human Resource & De-
velopment Department, 
Government of Sikkim. 

“Criteria such as the 
NE(SLET) / NET/ SET is 
not justi iable for the in-
terested local candidates 
as there are already ex-
isting local Assistant 
Professors teaching in 
all such faculties on ad-
hoc basis in various Gov-
ernment Colleges in the 
Sikkim. Hence, irst pri-
ority should be accorded 
to regularize their long 
pending services under 
HRDD duly honoring 
Rule 4 (4) of the Sikkim 
Government Establish-
ment Rules which safe-
guards local employment 
protection,” reads the re-
lease.

“If at all the local 
candidates do not ful ill 
the mentioned eligibility 

SYA wants relaxation in 
rules to regularize services

of adhoc Asst Profs

turn to pg03

GST collections 
at Rs 92,150 
cr in Sept
N  D , O  24 (PTI): The government 
has collected Rs 92,150 crore as Goods and 
Services Tax (GST) in September from 42.91 
lakh businesses, the inance ministry said on 
Tuesday.

Of this, Rs 14,042 crore is on account of 
Central GST, while State GST is to the tune of 
Rs 21,172 crore.

Integrated GST collections stood at Rs 
48,948 crore, of which Rs 23,951 crore was 
on account of imports.

“The total revenue of GST paid under 
different heads (up to October 23, 2017) 
for the month of September 2017 is Rs 
92,150 crore,” finance ministry said in a 
statement.

Collection under compensation cess 
stood at Rs 7,988 crore, of which Rs 722 
crore is compensation cess from imports in 

September.
Till Monday 42.91 lakh business entities 

had iled initial GSTR-3B returns for 
September.

As per the data available, GST collections 
for the maiden month of July were over Rs 
95,000 crore, while for August the igure 
was over Rs 91,000 crore.

September was the third month of GST 
roll out.

GST which amalgamates over a dozen 
taxes, including excise duty and service tax, 
was rolled out on July 1.
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Gangtok on 
Wednesday, 

25 Oct
Temp: 21°C /08°C
Forecast: Sun-
shine and clouds 
with shower or 
thunderstorm in 
the area; cooler.
Sunrise: 05:41 AM
Sunset: 4:58 PM
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CCCT, CHISOPANI,
South Sikkim

(Government Polytechnic)
QUOTATION NOTICE

Sealed quotations are invited from 
the eligible Manufacturers/Dealers/
Suppliers for the supply of Comput-
ers, Photocopier machine (on buy 
back), CCTV Surveillance System, 
UPS & UPS batteries (on buy back) 
and Projector under AICTE-NEQIP 
sponsored Scheme, Govt. of India.

Last date of receiving sealed quota-
tion is 2nd November 2017. Inter-
ested parties may visit www.ccct.
skmpoly.edu.in for more details.

 -PRINCIPAL

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 24 O :

Five cricket coaches 
from Sikkim attended 

a Level ‘A’ Coaches Course 
for North East States held 
from 10-16 Oct at Shillong, 
Meghalaya. The course 
was conducted by the 
Board of Control for Crick-
et in India [BCCI] and had 
teaching faculty members 
from the National Cricket 
Academy, Bengaluru.

A press release from 
Sikkim Cricket Associa-
tion informs that Sujeet 
Subba from West District, 
Sanjeev Kumar Prasad 
and Dichen Ongmu Bhu-
tia from North District, 
Sonam Palzor Bhutia 
from South District and 
Tshering Ongmu Bhutia 
from East District have 
completed the Level ‘A’ 
coaches course of BCCI.  

The release mentions 
that the SCA plans to 
hold coaching camps and 

regular trainings in all 
the four districts under 
the supervision of the 
recently returned BCCI 
Level ‘A’ coaches.

The release adds that 
North East States have 

been af iliated with the 
BCCI as Associate & Af il-
iate members and Sikkim 
is an associate member 
of the body. It is added 
that the Sikkim Cricket 
Association has been ac-

tive in the cricketing ac-
tivities in the state. 

“SCA just wrapped up 
an inter School/ Zonal 
Under-14 and Under-16 
tournament on 15 Oct 
with inals played in 

Mangan. The SCA) has 
its District bodies in all 
four districts with coach-
ing mostly centralized in 
the East with state level 
coaches in Gangtok,” the 
release informs.

Cricket coaches from Sikkim attend
Level-A Coaches Course

criteria, they should be 
given advantage of addi-
tional time period after 
selection to clear any 
such eligibility,” the re-
lease further reads.

Criticizing the State 
Government for not 
setting up examination 
centers for exams like 
NE (SLET)/NET/SET to 
take place in the State, 
the SYA has said that the 
local candidates are not 
equipped with such el-
igibility criteria due to 
the failure of State Gov-
ernment in establishing 
examination centers in 
the State. 

SYA wants 
relaxation...
contd from pg02

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 24 O :

The State Pickleball 
team has left to 

participate in the 1st 
Indian Open Pickleball 

Championship 2017 
to be held on 28-
29 Oct in Mumbai, 
Maharashtra. 

The team has 
Hemant Pandey and 

Ranjan Tamang as 
players accompanied 
by Sangey Tshering 
Lepcha as the team 
coach and Norbu Sher-
pa as team manager.

Pickleball team leaves for
c’ship in Mumbai

Calling all 
power-lifters!
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 24 O :

Bodybuilding & Pow-
erlifting Association 

of Sikkim is all set to or-
ganise the 2nd Strongest 
Man and 1st Strongest 
Woman of Sikkim 2017 
on 29 Oct at Mount Zion 
School in Lumsey, 5th 
Mile. The association has 
invited lifters from across 
the State to be the part of 
the championship.

A  (UP), O  
24 (PTI): BSP chief May-
awati today attacked the 
BJP claiming it should 
change its mindset to-
wards the Dalits, Tribals 
and backward classes or 
else she would be forced 
to convert to Buddhism 
like Bhimrao Ambedkar.

“I throw an open chal-
lenge to the BJP to change 
its casteist and commu-
nal mindset towards Dal-
its, Adivasis, Backwards 
and also those who have 
changed their religion 
or else I will also have to 
take a decision towards 
changing my religion to 
Buddhism,” she said at a 
party rally here.

Recalling Ambedkar, 
she said that after wit-
nessing discrimination 
in the ‘varna vyawastha’ 
(caste system) in Hin-
duism, he had called on 
the Shankaracharyas and 
seers to modify it. Since it 
was not done, Ambedkar, 
a little before his death, 
converted to Buddhism 

in Nagpur along with his 
followers, she said.

The BSP chief said 
that she too is giving an 
opportunity to the Shan-
karacharyas, religious 
leaders and people as-
sociated with the BJP to 
change their thinking or 
else she too will convert 
to Buddhism at the right 
time along with crores of 
supporters.

Accusing the BJP of 
taking the “casteist agen-
da” of the RSS forward, 
she blamed it for the sui-
cide of Rohith Vemula in 
Hyderabad and the Una 
case of Gujarat where 
some Dalits were as-
saulted resulting in out-
rage and protests.

Charging the BJP 
with ielding a Dalit 
associated with the 
RSS as the presidential 
candidate to garner 
votes, she said that 
because of this, Congress 
and other opposition 
parties had also ielded 
a Dalit candidate.

Will convert to Buddhism
if BJP’s mindset towards backwards 

doesn’t change, says Mayawati

SANGAM 
CLUB 
TREATS 
PAKYONG TO 
POST-DIWALI 
MUSIC AND 
COMEDY 
DHAMAKA 
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 24 O : 

Sangam Club of Pachey in Pakyong, 
East Sikkim organised a musical 

night at St. Xavier’s School play-
ground on 23 Oct. 

Guest artists from Nepal like co-
median Jitu Nepal, popularly known 
as Mundre and famous as the writ-
er-director of the hit comedy weekly 
television series Jire Khursani, singer 
Melina Rai known for her song Kutu 
Ma Kutu and Nabin K Bhattrai along 
with a musical band from Kathman-
du enthralled the packed audience 
with their entertaining mix of come-
dy and songs. 

Local artists from Pakyong also 
performed on the evening.

The musical program was attend-
ed by Transport Minister DT Lepcha, 
area MLA Hemendra Adhikari, local 
dignitaries along with the residents of 
Pakyong, Rongli, Rhenock, Ranipool, 
Singtam, Gangtok and other places.

Pollution 
alert in 
Chandigarh; 
Sr citizens, 
children 
advised not 
to go out
C , O  24 
(PTI): Concerned over 
the increase in air pol-
lution level, the Punjab 
Pollution Control Board 
(PPCB) today issued an 
advisory, asking senior 
citizens and children to 
avoid going out in the 
open for few days.

It also asked school 
managements to ensure 
that children are not al-
lowed to undertake out-
door activities for the 
coming days. The board 
further urged farmers to 
stop the reckless burning 
of paddy stubble.

Roshan Sunkaria, 
Principal Secretary, Sci-
ence and Technology, 
said the “unprecedented” 
increase of pollution lev-
els in the air could prove 
to be hazardous for chil-
dren, students, senior 
citizens and patients.

“The board has is-
sued an advisory asking 
senior citizens, patients 
and children to avoid 
venturing out in the open 
for few days and similar-
ly, school managements 
should ensure that chil-
dren are not allowed to 
undertake outdoor ac-
tivities for the coming 
days,” he said.

N  D , O  24 (PTI): The Home Minis-
try has asked all states to ensure safety and 
security of journalists in exercising freedom 
of speech and expression, in the wake of in-
cidents of attacks on mediapersons.

In an advisory to the states, the home 
ministry also said all cases of attacks on 
journalists should be investigated promptly 
to ensure that criminals get “persecuted in a 
time- bound manner”.

“Fourth Estate is an important institu-
tion of the democracy. It ensures that citi-
zens are able to express their opinions freely 
without any fear and coercion as provided 
under the Constitution of India.

“It is the duty of the state to ensure safe-
ty and security of the journalists who ensure 

that the Fourth Estate discharges this key 
duty,” the advisory said.

The central government’s missive was 
sent in the wake of the killing two journal-
ists, Gauri Lankesh in Bengaluru and Shan-
tanu Bhowmik in Agartala.

The ministry said from time to time, in-
cidents of attacks on journalists and medi-
apersons were reported and all such cases 
need to be investigated promptly “to ensure 
that criminals get persecuted in a time-
bound manner”.

“States should also take all preventive 
and deterrent action as deemed required. 
States are already empowered to provide 
security to individuals based on threat per-
ceptions,” it said.

The ministry said while police and pub-
lic order are state subjects under the Consti-
tution, in view of its importance, it is draw-
ing the attention of the state governments 
and Union Territory administrations from 
time to time towards the need for a robust 
criminal justice system with emphasis on 
prevention and control of crime.

“The state administrations are request-
ed to... ensure that a peaceful environment 
prevails, allowing journalists/media per-
sonnel to exercise freedom of speech and 
expression in their professional pursuit; 
ensure that the investigations are conclud-
ed in a time-bound manner and public trust 
in criminal justice system is maintained,” it 
said.

MHA asks states to ensure security of journalists
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Scaring People Away
From Real Stories

Governments have always wanted to 
silence media, now they are succeeding

A news website has been slapped with a criminal 
defamation case for a report it put together from 

government documents about the staggering increase 
in the inances of a strongman politico’s son’s business 
soon after his father hit the peak of his power and in-
luence. The report, while it was arguably uncom-

fortable for the protagonists of the story, was neither 
incorrect nor did it veer into speculations. It could 
even be called a boring story in itself and became sig-
ni icant primarily because it spoke about people that 
most of the mainstream media has clearly agreed not 
to mess with. Just plain reportage sans commentary 
attracted this action. Elsewhere, a satirical reference 
to GST in a new Tamil ilm raised BJP’s hackles to such 
an extent that they demanded that the lines be taken 
out because they misrepresented facts. Apart from 
the fact that if facts were made sacrosanct for mov-
ies then only the credits can ever be shown, the BJP 
bluster also lagged, again, the increasing attempts to 
gag all comment and criticism. And as the world has 
learned, when it comes to the ultra-Right, nothing 
hurts them more than ridicule. Let us stay with sto-
ry a little longer. It appears that the producers of the 
movie in question even agreed to delete the two-min-
ute sequence which has so offended the saffron par-
ty. Thankfully they did not have to do so because they 
received a spontaneous outpouring of public support 
on social-media. And since social media appears to be 
standing in for public opinion and setting the agenda 
nowadays, more agencies stepped up in their support 
and a standoff has begun. Then, BJP went back to its 
go-to options whenever in a tight corner – tease com-
munal lines. They invoked the Christian faith of the 
lead actor in a bid to consolidate their own insularity. 
Hopefully, this ploy will fail as well. In what is being 
increasingly seen as intimidation through state agen-
cies, an actor who spoke out strongly in support of 
freedom of expression in the present case, was raided 
the very next day by Income Tax sleuths. Irrespective 
of what led to the raid, the message being received by 
the fence-sitters on issues like this is clear – they see 
it as a warning to kowtow or face blow-back. They are 
already sitting on the fence, so their response to such 
situations will hold no surprises.

And this is where things are getting worrisome 
not just in the country but also the world over. Media 
houses being slapped with defamation cases is not 
new, but the public aggression, ridicule and even vi-
olence is increasingly being normalized. It is ine for 
individuals to hold opinions, even wrong notions, but 
it is not okay for, let’s say the president of America to 
continuously refer to liberal media as fake news. When 
he does that, he opens the doors for the fringe to be-
come more vicious. The bigger media houses can take 
the challenge and enter into a stare-down, like CNN 
and New York Times and Washington Post are doing 
in America, but not all media has the resources or the 
will to engage in such bitterness. Much the same is ob-
viously planned when big-ticket defamation cases are 
iled. It is unlikely that the petitioners even expect to 

win in court, but what they have already won outside 
is scare everyone else into silence. Some big cases, and 
even viewers would have noticed that investigative 
journalism has suddenly disappeared from the media 
space. What such intimidation also achieves is that 
it ties up the resources and time of the sued groups 
and hobbles their pursuit of other stories. But every 
democracy needs a strong and professional media so 
it becomes important for the “public” to step up. Tak-
ing the recent Tamil ilm episode as an example, pub-
lic support not only forced the BJP to tone down, but 
also gave the ilm-makers the courage to stand fast. 
In America, White House belligerence has increased 
viewership, sales and advertisements to media outlets 
being painted as “fake news”. These are not new read-
ers or viewers or advertisers. These are people who 
had shifted to other platforms and are now returning 
as an expression of support for free expression and 
real news. We need to ensure that such engagements 
are seen more often and in more places.

WRITE US: Readers are invited to 
comment on, criticise, run down, even 
appreciate if they like something in this 
paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except 
when against people responsible in this 
newspaper (who are fair game), will have 
to be ignored. Letters which carry forward 
a conversation or initiate a dialogue 
will command immediate attention and 
receive prominence.  Mail us at: letters@
summittimes.com

ANWAR MHAJNE & CRYSTAL M 
WHETSTONE
theconversation.com

Democracies in sub-Saharan and 
North Africa have regressed in 

recent years.
Ethnic and religious minorities, 

political opposition, women and the 
LGBT community still struggle for 
equal rights and the right not to expe-
rience violence.

Activists throughout Africa, many 
of them women, are working hard to 
improve human rights on the con-
tinent. Some use traditional under-
standings of femininity and mother-
hood to advance their political aims.

In our research paper, The Use of 
Political Motherhood in Egypt’s Arab 
Spring Uprising and Aftermath, we 
trace women’s use of motherhood – 
women’s identities as mothers – as a 
tool for political participation in civil 
society and government in Egypt.

Our research sheds light on how 
women activists have used this to in-
crease the political participation of 
different sectors in society. One of the 
sectors we focused on is previously 
politically inactive women. These are 
individuals who have never paid at-
tention to politics or engaged in col-
lective action, who then become in-
spired by their identities as mothers 
to enter the public sphere.

We believe that researchers 
studying social movements have not 
given suf icient attention to political 
motherhood as a mobilisation force 
for democratisation. This is because 
it’s usually associated with femi-
ninity and the private sphere while 
politics is typically viewed as a mas-
culine domain. This can be traced 
back to thinking in Europe during the 
Enlightenment that connected wom-
en’s position in the home to being ci-
vilised. This was transposed around 
the world via European colonisation, 

where it continues to limit women’s 
political participation.

POLITICAL MOTHERHOOD
Political motherhood refers to a form 
of women’s political participation in 
which women are mobilised into the 
public political sphere and mobilise 
other groups through an association 
with their roles as mothers.

Political motherhood taps into the 
position of mothers who can draw 
political attention to abuses against 
their families and other young people.

Women who engage with political 
motherhood often do so consciously. 
They choose to use traditional notions 
of motherhood to their advantage.

But this only happens if there is a 
bottom-up approach to using moth-
erhood as a political mobilising force. 
In this scenario activists de ine how 
they want to use motherhood.

We argue in our research that 
political motherhood can be particu-
larly effective in countries where tra-
ditional notions of motherhood are 
embedded in society. For example, in 
Egypt and Tunisia governments view 

the family as an important unit of so-
ciety with mothers at its centre.

In these societies female activists 
are protected by the state because 
they have been de ined as a special 
category of citizen who must be hon-
oured and protected.

THE CASE OF EGYPT
Maternal activism has a long history 
in Egypt going back to the 1919 rev-
olution when Egyptian women made 
the strategic connection between 
motherhood and nationalism. They 
used their role as “mothers of the 
nation” to legitimise their political 
activism.

This deployment of motherhood 
was used again during the Egyptian 
revolution of January 25th in 2011 – 
part of the events of the Arab Spring.

The iconic image of an older Egyp-
tian woman kissing a male Egyptian 
of icer on the cheek to shame the po-
lice for their brutal actions against 
demonstrators remains one of the 
strongest symbols of the revolution.

Another example of the strategic 
deployment of motherhood was the 

march organised by the mothers of 
the martyrs on 21 March 2014.

Political motherhood was essen-
tial in challenging the state in the 
Egyptian case. It helped recruit pro-
testers for the January 25 revolution 
and protected some of them from 
state violence.

LESSONS LEARNT
Egyptian mothers have continued to 
demand justice and accountability. 
When the government of the Mus-
lim Brotherhood proved as unjust as 
Mubarak’s regime, women again took 
the streets to demand justice.

By playing up their status as 
grieving mothers, women are able to 
keep pressure on authoritarian and 
semi-authoritarian regimes. Regimes 
claiming legitimacy through conser-
vative understandings of the family 
as a foundation of society are much 
more hamstrung in shutting down 
such protests when women play a 
central role.

WOMEN A FORCE FOR CHANGE
Fighting for democracy is hard work. 
For activists it is the continuous pres-
sure they bring to bear on domestic 
and international institutions to force 
change. It is just as gruelling for pro-
gressive government of icials and bu-
reaucrats who are working towards 
reform on the inside.

Women who choose to use politi-
cal motherhood in their activism my 
ind some room to manoeuvre under 

regimes that restrict civil liberties, 
and in societies which have been rav-
aged by armed con lict. Just as the 
Egyptian women in the Arab Spring 
found.

We remain hopeful that women 
can be a force for change in Africa.

[Anwar Mhajne is PhD Candi-
date in Political Science, University 
of Cincinnati; Crystal M Whetstone 

is Ph.D. Candidate, Political Sci-
ence, University of Cincinnati]

Lessons from Egypt on the role of
women in ighting for democracy

VASHNA JAGARNATH
theconversation.com

In October 1918, a year after the 1917 Oc-
tober Revolution in Russia, a sailors’ mu-

tiny in Germany triggered a revolutionary 
upsurge. Polish-born German philosopher 
Rosa Luxemburg and her comrade Karl Li-
ebknecht emerged as key leaders in the un-
folding revolution.

On 15 January 1919, at around nine in 
the evening, Luxemburg and Liebknecht 
were arrested by the army in Berlin. They 
were taken to the Eden Hotel where they 
were interrogated and tortured. 

Luxemburg was then taken outside the 
hotel where she was beaten to death with a 
ri le butt. Her body was thrown into the Landwehr 
Canal. Liebknecht was shot dead.

In death Luxemburg and Liebknecht became 
martyrs to the communist cause. Even the Sovi-
et Union’s irst head, Vladimir Lenin, with whom 
Luxemburg had a con licted relationship, wrote 
that, “..she was — and remains for us — an eagle. 
And not only will communists all over the world 
cherish her memory, but her biography and her 
complete work… will serve as useful manuals for 
training many generations of communists all over 
the world.”

Lenin’s comments were prescient.
Here in 2017, Luxemburg is still widely regard-

ed as a major theorist of imperialism, capitalism, 
democracy and political action.

ELECTRIFYING INTELLIGENCE
Luxemburg was born in Zamość, Poland, on 5 
March 1871 to a lower middle-class Jewish family. 
At the age of ive she became very ill and suffered 
damage to her hip that left her with a permanent 
limp and lifelong pain. But even as a child she had 
what’s been described by memoirist, Vivian Gor-
nick, as an “electrifying intelligence”.

At the age of 15 she joined the Polish Proletari-
at Party, in which she developed a lifelong political 
connection to radical unions and workers. It was 
during this period that she began engaging in a 
range of political activities, including organising a 
general strike. These actions brought Luxemburg 
to the attention of the authorities. In 1887, when 
she had completed her secondary education, she 
led to Switzerland to escape arrest.

She enrolled at the University of Zurich. She 
wanted, as one writer put it, everything – “books 
and music, sex and art, evening walks and the rev-
olution”. Ten years later she graduated with a doc-
torate in law, making her one of very few women 
with a PhD at the time.

Luxemburg then returned to serious politi-

cal work. Her anti-capitalist and internationalist 
stance immediately put her at odds with the Polish 
Socialist Party. For Luxemburg, true independence 
did not just mean the independence of Poland, but 
a truly internationalist, anti-capitalist revolution. 
She would hold to radical internationalism till the 
end of her life.

In 1898 Luxemburg moved to Berlin to be, she 
believed, at the heart of the communist struggle. 
Unsurprisingly Germany didn’t allow the young 
revolutionary into the country. She remedied this 
via an unconsummated marriage of convenience.

She immediately positioned herself on the rad-
ical left of the Social Democratic Party of Germany. 
She came to loathe the reformist parliamentary 
route taken by German socialists, leading her, years 
later, to describe the party as “nothing but a stink-
ing corpse”.

During this period of her life Luxemburg 
worked at a frantic pace, writing, teaching and 
speaking to build the international movement of 
the workers across Europe. From the outset, she 
was radically anti-imperialist. In 1899 she wrote 
with foresight that,

“the dismemberment of Asia and Africa is the i-
nal limit beyond which European politics no longer 
has room to unfold.”

INTELLECT AND PASSION
Luxemburg irst met Lenin in 1901 and was imme-
diately drawn to his intellect and passion. They got 
to know each other well during the proletarian up-
surges across Russian and Eastern Europe in 1905 
and 1906. But Luxemburg and Lenin were often 
critical of each other.

She argued for a form of revolutionary democ-
racy rooted in struggle, and theory as something 
constantly open to debate and change. In “The Mass 
Strike, the Political Party and the Trade Unions” 
(1906) she argued that spontaneity and organisa-
tion are both vital to any struggle.

In 1907, while teaching at a political school in 

Berlin, she began to undertake serious the-
oretical work on imperialism. This included 
a study of southern Africa. Luxemburg ar-
gued that the development of capitalism de-
pended on the destruction of non-capitalist 
societies, beginning with the appropriation 
of land.

Her irst major theoretical interven-
tion, “The Accumulation of Capital” (1913) 
argued that capitalism could not function 
within a single society and that imperialism, 
“a system of exploitation practised by Euro-
pean capital in the African colonies and in 
America”, was inherent to capitalism. Cap-
ital, she wrote “ransacks the whole world.”

BOURGEOIS INTERESTS
As the First World War ravaged Europe, Luxem-
burg, like her Russian comrades, was irm that 
the working classes were being used to ight the 
war but that it would be resolved in the interest of 
the bourgeois and the elite. Luxemburg together 
with Liebknecht, and others started the Spartacus 
League to oppose the war and advocate for a more 
radical agenda in Germany.

In 1915, she was arrested but continued to ag-
itate, write and communicate with the world out-
side. In a letter from prison she wrote that, “To be 
a human being is the main thing above all else … To 
be a human being means to joyfully toss your entire 
life in the giant scales of fate if it must be so, and at 
the same time to rejoice in the brightness of every 
day and the beauty of every cloud.”

“The Russian Revolution”, an essay written in 
prison contains what is perhaps her most widely 
repeated remark: “Freedom only for the support-
ers of the government, only for the members of 
one party – however numerous they may be – is no 
freedom at all. Freedom is always and exclusively 
freedom for the one who thinks differently.”

When released from prison in 1918, she and 
Liebkneckt, immediately began the Die Rote Fahne 
(the Red Flag) newspaper. Luxemburg also worked 
tirelessly to foster the revolutionary spirit that led 
to the second revolutionary wave that hit Germany 
in January 1919. If she and her comrades had been 
successful with their revolution, history would 
most probably have taken a very different course, 
avoiding the rise of fascism in Europe.

But alas, it was not to be. As German poet Ber-
tolt Brecht wrote in Epitaph (1909):

    Red Rosa now has vanished too. (…)
    She told the poor what life is about,
    And so the rich have rubbed her out.
    May she rest in peace.

[the writer is Senior Lecturer, Histo-
ry Department, Rhodes University]

An Egyptian anti-government activist kisses a riot po-
lice of icer following clashes in Cairo, Egypt.

Rosa Luxemburg: freedom only for the members
of one party isn’t freedom at all
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AMANPREET SINGH
N  D , O  24 (PTI): 
The trite script of misogy-
nistic perception invariably 
paints marriage as the be-all 
and end-all for Indian wom-
en. Walking away from this 
‘holy bond’ is considered sac-
rilegious.

But some women are 
choosing to rewrite this jad-
ed script and forge an all-new 
identity.

In 2013, Bhuvana Kalva 
was the new spark on Indi-
an women’s tennis scene. 
She came out of nowhere to 
win an ITF Futures (the en-
try-level tournaments for 
the pro tour) title at the age 
of 18, downing players of the 
calibre of Ankita Raina, who 
is now the country’s top sin-
gles player.

But suddenly she disap-
peared and one was left won-
dering as to what became of 
the promising player.

In this year’s edition of 
the Fenesta National Cham-
pionship, Bhuvana, now 22, 
was back with her racquet 
and she had a tale to tell -- 

about adolescent infatuation 
going wrong and the subse-

quent rediscovery of self.
At the age of 19, Bhuvana 

chose to go against the 
wishes of her parents and get 
married. The marriage failed 
and she was soon locked 
in a divorce battle with her 
husband.

The case got over as 
quickly as the marriage itself 
but her tennis career seemed 
all but over and she went into 
the oblivion.

Her dream of a successful 
tennis career had gone bust 
before it could take light.

This year, Bhuvana 
reached the women’s sin-
gles semi inals and was just 
one point away from a sum-
mit clash before caving in to 
Zeel Desai, the eventual run-
ner-up.

But her effort caught the 
attention of any in the Indian 
tennis fraternity and there is 
a buzz about the power of her 
strokes. Now that the racquet 
is talking, it’s also stilled all 
other parables.

As the established names 
and younger players fell by 
the wayside, Bhuvana clung 
onto her self-belief to make 
semis.

What stood out were her 
ierce ground strokes.

So, just what makes her 
strike the ball so hard and go 
for the lines?

“I follow one dictum: kill 
the opponent before she kills 
you! As such, I like to go for 
my shots, before she does,” 
Bhuvana told PTI in an inter-
action.

Does she feel mentally 
stronger, having faced tough 
personal times?

“Yeah, exactly. I feel very 
strong now. I feel I can handle 
any situation and it’s my dad 
who pushed me to come back 
and play. I had stopped play-
ing completely. All thanks to 
him, I feel stronger than be-
fore,” said the Hyderabadi.

She won’t talk much about 
her past but encapsulated 
her story in two sentences: 
“My world was only tennis. I 
did not know anything about 
the outside world and how it 
works.”

Bhuvana revealed that it’s 
only been the last few weeks 
that she began taking the 
game seriously again.

“Right after I got out of 
that situation, since then he 
(her father) was pushing me. 
I thought about it and I came 
back. I was not 100 percent 
in training (initially); I did it 
half-heartedly. So, after los-
ing a few tournaments I again 
stopped playing. I was down 
mentally and emotionally. I 
could not take losses anymore. 
But for the last two months, I 
am completely into it.”

Her coach Illyas Ghouse, 
who has moulded many a 
national champions, said the 
biggest challenge for him was 
to get Bhuvana to regain her 
physical strength.

“There was zero motiva-
tion and she was not eating 
well. There was no strength 
in her body to play even a full 
set.

Even good players lose 
rhythm when they stop play-
ing. As a teacher, you want to 
help these kids. I also have 
two daughters,” Ghouse said 
from Hyderabad.

“I even began to doubt if 
she wants to do it. I was not 
sure if she was ready to go 

through the grind. But she is 
now determined.”

The hard work seems to 
be paying off.

“I did not expect to reach 
the semis. It was surpris-
ing to me as well. I am more 
con ident now. I feel I am not 
very far behind these play-
ers who are playing on the 
circuit. If I work hard, I can 
catch up.”

“I lost this match (semi-
inal) but it feels great to be 

in form and competing with 
these players.”

Bhuvana also spoke about 
her semi inal defeat against 
Zeel. She had a match point 
in the 12th game of the inal 
set but missed the chance to 
close it out and was blanked 
0-7 in tie-breaker.

“I got a little down af-
ter the match point. It was 
an easy forehand and I hit it 
into the net. I think my brain 
stopped thinking after that. I 
was completely blank in the 
tie-break. It’s been a very 
long time since I played such 
a long match. It was hard to-
wards the end.

A comeback story that re lects true grit

REBYNA RANA
G , 24 O : 

An amazing lute play-
er who can also play 

melodious tunes on the 
lute through his nose 

with ease and amaze 
people with his unbeliev-
able talent.

Meet 42-year-old 
Hemant Thapa, a re-
nowned lute player of 
the hills. He originally 
hails from Mungpoo un-
der Kurseong subdivi-
sion but has been resid-
ing at Kalimpong with his 
wife since 1994.

We have heard or 
witnessed people play-
ing lute by their mouth 
and lute playing is not 
as easy as it seems. It 
requires a lot of lung 
power to bring out notes 
from the lute. However, 
Hemant Thapa goes be-
yond that. He is said to be 
the irst ever lute player 
from Kalimpong to play 
through nose without 
any uneasiness. 

“When I irst started 

out, it was quite dif icult 
to play through my nose,” 
he says.

“It is something 
that I mastered as time 
passed,” he adds. 

Hemant irst started 
playing lutes in the usu-
al manner. It was from 
1995 onwards when he 
decided to test himself by 

playing the lute through 
his nose.

When he was a stu-
dent of Scottish University 
Mission Institute [SUMI], 
Kalimpong, Hemant as-
sisted a lute player who 
encouraged him. After 
that he started playing 
lute from his nose. 

“All it needs is a 

breath,” Hemant says. 
Hemant had a hard 

time convincing his au-
dience about his special 
talent. 

“Some people did 
not believe that I could 
play the lute through my 
nose,” he confesses. 

However, after 
playing at several live 

shows and musical 
programmes Hemant 
started getting positive 
feedback from the masses 
which encouraged him to 
be fearless and proud of 
his talent. 

Hemant Thapa is a 
government employee at 
Kalimpong Service Cen-
tre since 1994.

Hemant Thapa, a lautist with a differenceWest Bengal 
govt hushing 
up dengue 
cases: BJP 
chief
K , O  24 (PTI): 
West Bengal BJP presi-
dent Dilip Ghosh today 
criticised the state gov-
ernment for allegedly 
failing to control the den-
gue outbreak and said 
the state government is 
busy “hushing up dengue 
cases”.

The state govern-
ment and the health de-
partment should ensure 
proper treatment and 
diagnosis of dengue pa-
tients, he said.

“The state govern-
ment has completely 
failed to tackle the out-
break of dengue in the 
state.... My question is 
why is the state govern-
ment trying to hush up 
the matter, instead of 
providing better treat-
ment facilities to pa-
tients,” he said.

West Bengal BJP yes-
terday staged a protest 
rally in Salt Lake area of 
North 24 Parganas dis-
trict against the ‘failure’ 
of the state government 
to tackle the outbreak of 
dengue.

The party also de-
manded resignation of 
West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee 
from the post of health 
minister.

K , O  24 (PTI): 
Since January this year, 
18,238 cases of dengue 
have been reported from 
different parts of West 
Bengal, while 35 people 
have died due to the vec-
tor-borne disease till to-
day, state Chief Secretary 
Malay Dey said.

He said during the 
same period last year, 
20,140 cases of dengue 
were reported and the 
number of deaths stood 
at 40.

Asserting that there 
was nothing to panic, Dey 
told reporters, “There 
have been reports of vi-
ral fever but not all are 
dengue. Laboratories are 
conducting rapid tests to 
ascertain dengue which 
is not acceptable.”

While ascertaining 
dengue, laboratories 
should follow the pro-
tocol set by the World 
Health Organisation 
(WHO) or else the state 

government would take 
necessary action against 
them for wrong diagno-
sis and creating panic, he 
said.

“We are monitoring 
the situation on a dai-
ly basis. We have taken 
appropriate preventive 
measures,” Dey said, 
adding that all munici-
palities and panchayats 
have been asked to be 
cautious.

“The igures (dengue 
cases and deaths) were 
much higher last year. 
There is no abnormality 
in dengue incidences this 
year. So there is nothing 
to panic,” the of icer said.

Dey said the state 
government is not trying 
to suppress any informa-
tion regarding dengue 
cases or deaths.

Though dengue is 
mostly a city-centric, this 
year, such cases were 
from suburban areas and 
districts, he said.

35 dengue deaths
in West Bengal since 
Jan: Chief Secretary

N  D , O  24 (PTI): Jitu 
Rai and Heena Sidhu combined 
to give India their irst gold 
medal of the ISSF World Cup Fi-
nal here, clinching the top hon-
ours in the 10m air pistol mixed 
team event on the opening day 
of competitions.

It was historic as the mixed 
team events have been of icially 
granted medal status at an ISSF 
World Cup Final.

In the 10m mixed air ri le 
event, the duo of Deepak Kumar 
and Meghana Sajjanar had to be 
contend with a fourth-place in-
ish at the Dr Karni Singh Shoot-
ing Ranges.

The Indian pair, which suf-
fered a two-shot penalty for 
shooting in the wrong sequence, 
would have probably landed a 
medal otherwise.

The duo of Jitu and Heena 
shot 483.4 in the inal to inish 
on the top of the podium.

The mixed team competi-
tions were organised as test 
events in the World Cups held 
earlier this year and will be 
making the Olympic debut in the 
Tokyo 2020 Games.

Despite starting off with a 
2.5-point disadvantage from the 
lead after the irst series of ive 
shots, Sidhu and Rai gradually 
closed the gap on their oppo-
nents to give the host nation a 
positive start in the prestigious 
tournament that is being or-
ganised for the irst time in the 
country.

France’s Florian Fouquet 
and Celine Goberville bagged 
the silver medal with 481.1. The 
bronze medal was awarded to 
Yang Wei and Cai Xiaoxue of Chi-
na, who failed to match the pace 
set by India and France, inish-
ing third with 418.2 points.

A multiple medallist in top 
international events, Rai will 
also gun for glory in the 10m 
free pistol and 50m pistol in the 
coming days.

This was the Indian pair’s 
third gold in the event this year, 
having won both the test events 
(Grand Prix status) at two earli-
er World Cup stages in New Del-
hi and Gabala.

This was also Heena’s sec-
ond WCF gold medal. She had 
won the individual women’s 

10m air pistol gold in 2013.
For Jitu, this was his second 

medal at the WCF level, having 
won silver last year in the indi-
vidual men’s 50m pistol event.

In the inal, where each team 
shoots 30 shots before the start 
of elimination rounds 34th (17th 
individual shot), Heena and Jitu 
started slowly but a magni icent 
couple of 10.9s by Jitu on his 
15th and 17th individual shot, 
meant that they held on to win 
the gold easily.

A 10.8 in his 21st individual 
shot was also crucial and Hee-
na was a picture of consistency 
throughout the inal. They in-
ished with a combined total of 
483.4 after 48 shots.

In the mixed team trap, 
Spain’s Antonio Bailon and Be-

atrice Martinez won gold by 
shooting 42 out of 50 in the inal 
round. They beat Italy’s Giovan-
ni Pellielo and Jessica Rossi to 
silver. The Italian pair scored 40 
while USA’s Derrek Haldeman 
and Ashley Carroll won bronze 
with a inal round score of 31.

“It feels great to win here in 
front of our people, even if this 
puts a little extra-pressure on 
us. There were high expecta-
tions from us and a lot of eyes 
were looking at me and Jitu for 
this inal, that’s why we trained 
a lot together in the last few 
days,” Heena said.

“We like this format, it’s a bit 
longer than the other ones but 
we de initely like it,” added Rai, 
who previously won two medals 
during the ISSF World Cup Stage 
1 that took place in New Delhi 
last February and March.

Raninder Singh, President 
of the National Rifle Associa-
tion of India (NRAI), was de-
lighted and said, “Both Heena 
and Jitu shot brilliantly. This 
reiterates the point made ear-
lier during the first World Cup 
stage here by me that the in-
clusion of Mixed events in the 
Tokyo 2020 Olympics will give 
India an edge.

“Heena and Jitu’s perfor-
mance this year as well as oth-
er mixed teams drive home that 
point emphatically. We con-
gratulate the winning pair once 
again and wish them all the very 
best for the future.”

Jitu, Heena strike gold in air pistol mixed team event

Agartala-
Delhi 
Rajdhani 
service likely 
to start 
this week
A , O  24 
(PTI): The much-await-
ed Rajdhani Express ser-
vice from Agartala was 
likely to be launched by 
the end of this week, 
Northeast Frontier Rail-
way (NFR) sources said.

“The date of launch of 
the Rajdhani Express from 
here is yet to be ixed. 
But we hope to start the 
service by the end of this 
week,” chief administrator 
of NFR A K Jadav told re-
porters here last night.

The infrastructure re-
quired to run the new ser-
vice was ready, chief pub-
lic relations of icer of NFR 
Pranab Jyoti Sharma said.

N  D , O  23 
(PTI): The JNU teachers’ 
association today con-
ducted a “public inquiry” 
against Vice Chancellor 
M Jagadesh Kumar and a 
ive-member jury unani-

mously held him “guilty” of 
violating statutory provi-
sions and academic norms.

The jury recommend-
ed an inquiry by the 
President of India - the 
ex-of icio Visitor to JNU - 
against Kumar.

“The jury held him 
prima facie guilty and 
un it to be the VC of JNU. 
We recommend a Visi-
torial Enquiry into the 
charges and his removal 
from the of ice of VC,” the 
jury said.

Members of the jury 
were JNU professors Pra-
bhat Patnaik (emeritus), 
P K Yadav, Delhi Univer-
sity professors Nandita 
Narain and Apoorvanand 
and senior journalist Ak-
shaya Mukul.

Some of the allega-
tions included undermin-
ing the integrity of faculty 
selection process, viola-

tion of reservation pol-
icy, harassing teachers, 
denying their legitimate 
dues, undermining sexu-
al harassment watchdog 
GSCASH and callous atti-
tude in missing student 
Najeeb’s case.

“All the democtatic 
institutions in all levels 
including GSCASH are 
being undermined for 
a speci ic agenda. The 
agenda is not an academ-
ic agenda but a destruc-
tion of critical thinking, 
dissent and academics,” 
Ghosh told the jury.

Prof Amitabh Singh 
read out statements 
which Kumar had issued 
on various occasions 
countering the allega-
tions against various de-
cisions the administra-
tion had taken.

On October 17, JNU-
TA had announced a 
“public inquiry” against 
Kumar for allegedly vi-
olating various conven-
tions of the university. 
The inquiry would con-
tinue over the next four 
days.

JNU teachers’ body 
holds ‘public inquiry’

against VC
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N  D , O  24 (PTI): India’s politi-
cal and economic presence in Afghanistan 
is often viewed as a Machiavellian ploy 
aimed against Pakistan and a new book 
analyses what truly drives India’s Afghan-
istan policy.
“My Enemy’s Enemy: India in Afghani-
stan from the Soviet Invasion to the US 
Withdrawal” by Avinash Paliwal provides 
a comprehensive analysis of India’s strat-
egy debates and foreign policymaking 
processes vis-a-vis Afghanistan, from the 
last decade of the Cold War to the 1990s 
Afghan civil war and the more recent US-
led war on terror.

Afghanistan was cen-
tral to this (temporary) 
thaw in India-Pakistan ties 
- both as a curse and a po-
tential blessing, he writes.

“It had been a curse be-
cause of the powerful but 
unimaginative trope that 
Afghanistan is a proxy bat-
tle ield.

Pakistan’s support to the 
Taliban in the 1990s, and 
India’s counter-balancing 

strategy of arming the anti-Taliban United 
Front, was perhaps the peak of such shadow 
boxing,” the book, published by HarperCol-
lins India, says.

But it had also been a potential bless-
ing because resolving differences on Af-
ghanistan required little political capital 
from both sides, and cleared the way for 
communicating about other ostensibly in-
tractable issues such as Kashmir, Baloch-
istan, and cross-border terrorism, it says.

The central question that concerns this 
book is: is containing Pakistan a key factor 
driving India’s Afghanistan policy?

Despite having a vision of a strong, 
stable, sovereign, and ter-
ritorially united Afghani-
stan, India’s policy course 
has witnessed changes 
big and small over the 
past three and a half de-
cades, writes Paliwal, a 
lecturer in Diplomacy and 
Public Policy at the School 
of Oriental and African 
Studies (SOAS), Universi-
ty of London.

Referring to former 

vice president Hamid Ansari’s statement in 
2003 that a ‘neutral status’ is the best op-
tion for Afghanistan’s persistent problems, 
he says, “However, in contrast to this alleged 
aim of neutrality, between 1996 and 2001, 

India was staunchly against the Taliban re-
gime and provided political, inancial, and 
military support to the anti-Taliban United 
Front (UF), popularly known as the North-
ern Alliance.”

Marking a policy change with the entry 
of the coalition military machine in 2001, 
India voluntarily stopped such partisan 
support and attempted to engage most 
Afghan political factions, the author says.

According to him, the three causal 
drivers of India’s Afghanistan policy, i.e. 
desire to strike a balance between Afghan-
istan and Pakistan, international political 
postures, and Afghanistan’s domestic pol-
itics (the origins of which lie in the pre- 
and post-independence political history) 
are mostly in con luence but can also be at 
odds with each other.

The author says that a fulcrum of glob-
al power play for decades, and a theatre of 
con lict, competition, as well as aspiration, 
Afghanistan is of critical strategic interest 
for India, and captures the magnitude and 
multitude of changes in India’s foreign and 
security policy over the years.

Although there are explanations for 
Pakistan’s behaviour towards Afghani-

stan, India’s Afghanistan policy has elic-
ited analogies of ‘great game’ and ‘proxy 
warfare’, or simply, strategic desire for ac-
cess to material resources in that region, 
as causal explanations, Paliwal writes.

If anything, India’s role in Afghani-
stan’s international history (particularly 
from the mid-1960s onwards) has been 
overlooked, he says.

The book is divided into three parts: 
debating neutrality, debating contain-
ment, and debating engagement.

Each part deals with three different 
phases of India s role in Afghanistan.

The irst part, debating neutrality, con-
sists of two chapters that examine the his-
tory of India’s relations with Afghanistan 
and how the latter igures in the former’s 
popular imagination.

The second part of the book, debating 
containment, delves into events that led 
India to more or less embrace the proxy- 
war format vis-a-vis Pakistan in Afghani-
stan during the 1990s and early years of 
the twenty- irst century. The third part of 
the book, debating engagement, analyses 
India’s approach towards Afghanistan af-
ter 9/11.

Book analyses India’s policy towards Afghanistan

L , O  24 (AP): 
Cristiano Ronaldo has 
caught up with Lionel 
Messi to become a ive-
time winner of FIFA’s 
best player award.

The Real Madrid for-
ward was crowned play-
er of the year on yester-
day at the FIFA Best cere-
mony at the London Pal-
ladium theater attended 
by runner-up Messi and 
third-placed Neymar.

A second successive 
honor for Ronaldo was 
expected after a season 
in which the Portuguese 
eclipsed his award coun-
terparts in the trophy 
stakes. As well as Span-
ish league and Spanish 
Super Cup success, Ron-

aldo scored twice in the 
Champions League inal 
against Juventus to win 
European soccer’s elite 
competition for the third 

time in four seasons.
Ronaldo’s coach at Ma-

drid, Zinedine Zidane, was 
crowned coach of the year.

FIFA has shifted its 

award ceremony from 
its usual January slot to 
October so players are 
judged across a season 
based on the typical Eu-

ropean schedule rather 
than the calendar year.

The women’s award 
honored the Nether-
lands’ success at the Eu-
ropean Championship in 
August. Lieke Martens, 
who scored in the inal 
win over Denmark, won 
the player’s award and 
Sarina Wiegman collect-
ed the coaching accolade.

The Puskas Award for 
best goal went to Arsenal 
striker Olivier Giroud for 
a scorpion-style kick. The 
Puskas Award- winning 
goal from an overhead 
back-heeled strike came 
on New Year’s Day in Ar-
senal’s 2-0 victory over 
Crystal Palace in the En-
glish Premier League.

Ronaldo joins Messi as five-time winner of FIFA player award

N  M , O  24 
(PTI): A battle of con-
trasting styles of football 
will be on view when 
classical Spain crosses 
swords with a robust 
Mali in the semi inal of 
the FIFA U17 World Cup 
here on Wednesday.

The semi inal contest 
at the D Y Patil Stadium 
is expected to produce 
top-drawer football with 
Euro U17 champions 
Spain adopting their Ti-
ki-Taka (short-passing) 
style of play in trying to 
overcome the free- low-
ing and attacking man-
ner of play by African 
champions Mali.

Both the teams have 
progressed to the last 
eight after losing their 
opening games, Spain to 
another top title- favou-
rite and South American 
champions Brazil and 
Mali to another Latin 
American out it, Para-
guay, respectively.

While Spain have 
played mostly in the 
southern coastal city of 
Kochi, Mali have a slight 
advantage of having 
played at the D Y Patil 
Stadium in two Group B 
games before travelling 
out and returning to the 
same venue in under a 
fortnight’s time.

How much of an ad-
vantage the familiarity of 
the playing surface will 
be for Mali will be known 
on Wednesday with one 
small difference from 
their stay and play earli-
er on the rains have gone 
away.

In both of Mali’s pre-
vious games here, rains 
had made the ground 
wet and even in the quar-
ter inals against fellow- 
Africans Ghana they had 
to brave a soggy ield in 
Guwahati to sail through.

Three-time Euro U17 
champions Spain will 
be confronted by the 
hard-tackling Africans 
who also play at a fast 
pace and the outcome 
will be determined by 
which team lasts longer 

in the trying conditions 
although the game has an 
8 pm start.

After losing to the 
stylish Brazilians, who 
too have advanced to 
the semis, Spain have 
not put a foot wrong. 
After brushing off the 
challenge from Niger 
and DPR Korea comfort-
ably, the Spaniards had a 
tough game against fel-
low- Euro out it France 
at Guwahati and won on 
the back of a penalty goal 
by their lead scorer Abel 
Ruiz.

Striker Ruiz has 
scored four goals in the 
competition, including 
the irst in the 3-1 victo-
ry over Iran in the quar-
ters, and will certainly be 
tightly marked by Mali s 
defenders.

“La Rojita” have an-
other ebullient forward 
in Sergio Gomez and the 
deep Mali defense will 
have their hands full in 
keeping him and Ruiz at 
bay.

Mali have a top 
goal-tender in Youssouf 
Koita to give the defend-
ers before him a lot of 
con idence.

Mali, the 2015 inal-
ists, too have an enter-
prising forward in Las-
sana N Diaye who has 
pumped in ive goals 
out of the 15 they have 
scored in the competi-
tion so far.

They have other 
key goal-poachers too 
in striker Hadji Drame 
and attacking mid ielder 
Djemoussa Traore and 
the Spanish defense will 
have to be extremely 
vigilant in not allowing 
space to the quick-footed 
Mali players.

The fact that Mali 
have made 128 attempts 
at goal so far is an indi-
cation of how attacking 
they could be.

There will also be an 
intense battle for mid-
ield dominance between 

the two teams and is 
expected to dictate the 
course of the match.

Battle of contrasting 
styles as Spain 
clash with Mali

K , O  24 (PTI): Tradi-
tional powerhouse Brazil will 
rely on their much-admired 
natural lair when they take 
on a resolute England in what 
promises to be a stirring semi i-
nal contest of the FIFA Under-17 
World Cup here Wednesday.

Brazil survived a scare of 
sorts against Germany in the 
quarter inals. In front of a crowd 
of over 60,000, the Brazillians 
took more than 70 minutes to get 
on the score- sheet before man-
aging to seal it in their favour.

The two spectacular strikes 
from Weverson and Paulinho 
saved the day for them after 
usually clinical Germans had 
taken the lead in the irst half.

The crowd is once again ex-
pected to be behind the South 
Americans at the iconic Salt 
Lake Stadium tomorrow despite 
the fact that the match was shift-
ed here at the last minute from 
Guwahati due to the rain-soaked 
poor pitch conditions there.

The last-minute shift caused 
players of both the teams some 
inconvenience as they had al-
ready reached Guwahati and 
had to take another light within 
hours of alighting there.

England were based here 
for three group matches and the 
round of 16 game before proceed-
ing to Margao for the quarter inal.

Brazil, on the other hand, 
were earlier based in Kochi and 
Margao but felt at home here 
after getting overwhelming sup-
port at the Salt Lake Stadium 
in their 2-1 win over Germany. 
From the days of incomparable 
Pele’s irst visit to the city in 
1977, Kolkata fans have been 
traditional Brazil supporters.

Except for a brief period 
against Spain in their campaign 
opener, Brazil were largely un-
tested before the Germany clash.

It was the irst time in the 
tournament that Brazil were 
truly rattled. The Germans were, 
in fact, the dominant side, espe-

cially in the irst half.
Brazil turned it around 

through two special strikes from 
Weverson and Paulinho in the 
space of six minutes to remain 
on course for their fourth title 
overall and irst since 2003.

Brazil’s strike trio of Paulinho, 
Lincoln and Brenner have been in 
great form. Paulinho though over-
shadowed the other two in the 
match against Germany.

Alan and Marcos Antonio 
were not allowed to dominate 
the midfield by the Germans 
in the first half but they came 
into their own in the second 
session.

Brazil’s defence has also 
been rock solid with Vitao mar-
shalling the back four admirably 
without conceding a ield goal 
so far in the tournament. They 
have conceded two goals in the 
tournament but the irst against 
Spain was an own goal by Wes-
ley while the German goal in the 
quarter inals was from the spot.

Goalkeeper Gabriel Brazao 
has proven dif icult to beat. With 
a save rate of 88.9 per cent, the 
Brazil custodian is yet to let an 
opposition strike ind the back 
of his net from open play.

However, Brazil’s defence 
was breached several times by 
the Germans in the irst half of 
their quarter inal match and it 
will be interesting to see how 
they hold up against England 

forwards, who have scored 15 
goals in ive matches so far.

England are brimming with 
con idence after their 4-1 deci-
mation of United States of Amer-
ica in the quarter inals.

This England side, whose 
players are from the youth 
teams of the top English Premier 
League clubs, has had an im-
pressive run in the tournament.

They were practically un-
stoppable in the group stage and 
found their irst real test against 
a plucky Japanese side in the 
pre-quarter inals.

It seemed that England felt 
the absence of star striker Jadon 
Sancho against Japan and the 
match could have gone either 
ways. But they won it in the pen-
alty shootout.

Sancho left for Bundesliga 
side Borussia Dortmund after 
the group stages but the ‘Three 
Lions’ showed they could deal 
with that by completely outplay-
ing USA in the quarter inals.

B reaching the semi inals 
here, they have achieved what 
their peers have not done so far 
in three earlier attempts.

Liverpool youth team play-
er Rhian Brewster has been 
in ruthless form and must be 
raring to go after his hat-trick 
against USA. Also Phil Foden of 
Manchester City with his luid 
movement at the right channel 
and Chelsea starlet Callum Hud-

son-Odoi at the left lank would 
be keenly watched.

Brewster is a goal behind the 
top-scorer trio of Jann- Fiete Arp 
of Germany, Lassana N Diaye of 
Mali and France’s Amine Gouiri 
who all have scored ive goals 
each.

Manchester United Starlet 
Angel Gomes has been used 
sparingly by head coach Steve 
Cooper.

England have also conced-
ed just three goals in the tour-
nament so far but that could 
change tomorrow against the 
likes of Paulinho, Lincoln, Alan 
and Brenner.

The Teams (From):
Brazil: Gabriel Brazao, Wes-

ley, Vitao. Lucas Halter, Victor 
Bobsin, Weverson, Paulinho, 
Marcos Antonio, Lincoln, Alan, 
Lucao, Matheus Stockl, Rodrigo 
Guth, Luan Candido, Victor Yan, 
Rodrigo Nestor, Vitinho, Yuri Al-
berto, Brenner, Yuri Sena.

England: Curtis Anderson, 
Josef Bursik, William Crelin, 
Timothy Eyoma, Joel Latibeaud-
iere, Marc Guehi, Jonathan Pan-
zo, Lewis Gibson, Steven Ses-
segnon, Morgan Gibbs White, 
Tashan Oakley Boothe, Conor 
Gallagher, Angel Gomes, Nya 
Kirby, George McEachran, Cal-
lum Hudson Odoi, Philip Foden, 
Emile Smith Rowe, Rhian Brew-
ster, Daniel Loader.

Brazillian lair up against English resolve

Ruskin Bond 
autobiography 
wins literary 
award
B , O  24 
(PTI): Beloved children’s 
author Ruskin Bond’s au-
tobiography, “Lone Fox 
Dancing: My Autobiogra-
phy” has been awarded 
this year’s Atta Galat-
ta-Bangalore Literature 
Festival Book Prize in the 
non- iction category.

The book, launched 
earlier this year, talks 
about the octagenarian 
writer’s eventful life, often 
taking readers back in time 
to the genesis of some of 
his memorable works.

It also contains over 
50 photographs, some 
never published before, 
capturing iconic mo-
ments from Bond’s life.

“Brutally candid, 
Bond’s autobiography is 
the complex story of the 
not-always happy life of 
the master chronicler of 
simple, innocent lives, of 
misty mountains, of birds 
and beasts, of ghosts and 
lost loves, of rain and 
snow in a language that 
has stayed with us for 
more than six decades,” 
Akshaya Mukul, head of 
the jury, said.

The award was an-
nounced on October 20.

“We are proud to an-
nounce that Speaking Ti-
ger author Ruskin Bond 
has won the Atta Galat-
ta-Bangalore Literature 
Festival Book Prize 2017 
for his book ‘Lone Fox 
Dancing: My Autobiog-
raphy’ in the non- iction 
category,” publishers 
said in a statement.

The prize was estab-
lished two years back by 
the Bangalore Literature 
Festival, in collaboration 
with Atta Galatta, a city-
based bookstore and 
art-literature space.

The award carries a to-
tal purse of Rs 2 lakhs un-
der four categories -- Best 
Fiction (English), Best 
Non-Fiction (English), Lit-
erary Achievement Award 
in Kannada and Popu-
lar Choice (English). The 
winners also receive an 
original trophy- ‘Thought 
Beyond Words’.
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DEAR LOVED MORNING DEAR SINCERE
Draw No:8 DrawDate on:24/10/17 Draw No:13 DrawDate on:24/10/17

1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 94G 06528 1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 80H 44561
(Including Super Prize Amt) (Including Super Prize Amt)
2nd Prize Rs.9495/- 06528 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) 2nd Prize Rs.9495/- 44561 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
3rd Prize Rs.9,000/- 3rd Prize Rs.9,000/-
46875 49923 58064 58431 61353 08596 35808 43012 45808 46443
70008 80758 84177 84766 91432 60624 64711 66330 68839 73390
4th Prize Rs.500/- 0138 0775 0977 1025 1928 2096 2368 2989 4968 7515 4th Prize Rs.500/- 0149 1577 2652 2752 3115 4596 6959 8179 8252 8975
5th Prize Rs.250/- 0931 3212 3424 3602 3685 4797 5681 6312 9040 9371 5th Prize Rs.250/- 0082 1084 1294 1505 2164 2250 2952 3048 5865 6413
6th Prize Rs.120/- 6th Prize Rs.120/- 
0024 0045 0046 0142 0345 0420 0556 0738 0750 1051 0008 0301 0433 0446 0632 0694 0799 0869 0882 0905
1227 1246 1287 1308 1349 1380 1582 1655 1771 1804 0949 1074 1130 1184 1187 1292 1547 1714 1801 1802
1959 2151 2240 2370 2420 2649 2769 2873 2917 3052 1931 2035 2075 2311 2474 2618 2719 2824 2880 3126
3087 3117 3177 3205 3368 3390 3419 3503 3623 3712 3134 3198 3214 3522 3541 3654 3793 3800 3842 3864
3956 4095 4212 4317 4391 4393 4448 4625 4640 4694 3962 4010 4027 4030 4074 4329 4454 4792 4993 5143
4839 4867 5075 5172 5202 5390 5413 5423 5471 5506 5286 5528 5529 5754 5973 6133 6160 6316 6482 6718
5725 6032 6070 6101 6200 6285 6984 7084 7090 7247 6830 6867 6995 7077 7078 7156 7173 7272 7343 7352
7411 7419 7431 7537 7614 7776 8017 8050 8104 8149 7659 7743 7943 8051 8131 8273 8352 8376 8424 8450
8191 8201 8242 8277 8300 8438 8773 8781 8880 9072 8491 8560 8766 8800 8834 8939 8951 9016 9089 9131
9147 9184 9253 9256 9429 9447 9523 9662 9764 9819 9135 9377 9437 9475 9492 9583 9652 9848 9873 9955

Issued by:
The Director, Sikkim State Lotteries, Deorali-737102, Gangtok, Sikkim.
Please Visit: www.sikkimlotteries.com

KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE

SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIESNAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR PARROT EVENING
Draw time: 08:00 pm onwards

Draw No:13 DrawDate on:24/10/17
1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 81B 95784
(Including Super Prize Amt)
2nd Prize Rs.9495/- 95784 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
3rd Prize Rs.9,000/-
07801 09750 13210 23263 36539
59686 62756 64558 65571 99694
4th Prize Rs.500/- 0108 2209 4328 4752 5135 5669 6515 6842 8636 9010
5th Prize Rs.250/- 0346 1037 1186 1288 1364 2885 3291 4689 8985 9109
6th Prize Rs.120/- 
0029 0058 0127 0364 0407 0578 0598 0674 0701 0758
0897 0920 0965 0980 1067 1117 1180 1269 1280 1281
1312 1340 1479 1530 1598 1651 1849 2181 2362 2399
2404 2458 2479 2518 2824 3056 3072 3331 3433 3482
3707 3718 3768 3868 4140 4179 4406 4616 4625 4651
4739 4794 4824 4936 4977 5014 5191 5696 5711 5714
5718 5783 5815 5989 6283 6291 6658 6861 6872 7086
7266 7295 7314 7324 7501 7590 7876 7883 8156 8180
8295 8359 8380 8408 8414 8429 8592 8640 8668 8680
8915 9111 9126 9280 9369 9462 9561 9613 9782 9842
Issued by:
The Director, Nagaland State Lotteries, Kohima, Nagaland
For Results, Please visit: www.nagalandlotteries.com

KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE

GENERAL LAND 
FOR SALE:

Roadside plots 
(general land) 

available for sale 
at Adampool, 
east Sikkim. 

Contact 9434117687 
for further details and 
to arrange site visits.

WINTER CRASH COURSE      
X & XII CBSE / ISC/ ICSE - 2017-18 

Try & continue, highly experienced faculties

UDISHA

B , O  24 (PTI): 
China’s top diplomat and 
Special Representative 
for India-China border 
talks has been elected 
to the powerful Central 
Committee of the CPC, 
belying speculation that 
he is set to retire.

Yang Jiechi, 67, along 
with Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi, 64, were elect-
ed to the 204-member 
central committee of the 
Communist Party of Chi-
na (CPC) which conclud-
ed its once-in- ive-years 
Congress here today.

Former Chinese Am-
bassador to India, Le 
Yucheng was among the 
172 alternate members 

elected to the Central 
Committee. Yang, a for-
mer Chinese foreign 
minister who took part 

in the India-China bor-
der talks with his Indian 
counterpart Ajit Doval 
also played a major role 

in the talks to resolve the 
73-day Dokalam standoff 
which ended on August 
28.

Observer says that 
Yang may get elevated 
to the 25-member Polit-
buro of the CPC which 
will be unveiled tomor-
row along with the sev-
en-member Standing 
Committee which gov-
erns the country.

If he gets into the 
Politburo, Yang could 
become vice premier 
becoming irst Chinese 
foreign ministry of icial 
to get the post in over a 
decade, observers said. 
If he gets elevated, Wang 
could become state coun-
cillor and the new Spe-
cial Representative of 
India-China border talks 
in March.

The elevation of Yang, 
Wang and Le shows Pres-
ident Xi Jinping’s plans 
to give a big diplomatic 
push for his multibillion 
dollar Belt and Road 
Initiative as well as to 
counter US push into 
Asia-Paci ic.

The absence of the 
country’s top diplomat 
from the Politburo was 
largely due to an un-
written party rule which 
favoured seniority over 
competence, the Hong 
Kong-based South China 
Morning Post said in a 
recent write-up.

It quoted of icials 
as saying that Yang ap-
peared keen to cling on 

to power and he had 
been particularly active 
in the past few months, 
taking personal credit for 
establishing a personal 
rapport between Xi and 
Trump and bringing an 
end to China’s border 
stand-off with India.

Beijing was “serious-
ly considering” the eleva-
tion of the country’s top 
diplomat because China 
now saw itself as a global 
power and the increased 
prominence would help 
implement Xi’s ambi-
tious initiatives such as 
the ‘Belt and Road’ in-
frastructure and trade 
development scheme, it 
said.

China promotes of icial in-charge of border talks with India

US Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson has called on North Korea’s leader Kim Jong Un to negotiate over his 
nuclear ambitions but warned the rogue state a pre-emptive strike remains a possibility. Boris Johnson 

said he backed a series of “commitments” made by South Korea and the US secretary of state’s efforts to talk, 
making it clear the UK did not seek to bring about regime change. He told the Chatham House conference in 
London: “These are the commitments that we hope will encourage Kim Jong Un to halt his nuclear development 
programme, to come to the negotiating table and thereby to take the only path that can guarantee the security 
of the region as a whole.”

I , O  24 
(PTI): US Secretary of 
State Rex Tillerson will 
arrive in Pakistan today 
on his maiden visit to the 
country to normalise bi-
lateral ties strained after 
President Donald Trump 
accused it of providing 
safe havens to terrorist 
groups.

Tillerson’s crucial 
visit to Islamabad comes 
days after he made a 
major policy speech 
on America’s growing 
strategic relations with 
India and US President 
Trump’s move to offer 
a bigger say for India in 
war-torn Afghanistan.

Tillerson, during a 
surprise visit to Afghani-
stan yesterday, indicated 
that he will irmly tell Is-
lamabad to stop provid-
ing safe havens to terror 
groups on its soil to im-
prove bilateral ties.

Islamabad needed to 
“take a clear-eyed view 
of the situation that they 
are confronted with in 
terms of the number of 
terrorist organisations 
that ind safe haven in-
side” the country, Tiller-
son told reporters trav-
elling with him at the 
Bagaram Air Force base 
in Afghanistan.

“We have made some 
very speci ic requests 
of Pakistan in order for 
them to take action to 
undermine the support 
that the Taliban receives 
and the other terrorist 
organisations receive in 
Pakistan,” Tillerson said.

Tillerson is visiting 
Pakistan on the invita-
tion of Foreign Minister 
Khawaja Muhammad 
Asif. During his brief 
visit, he will meet Prime 
Minister Shahid Khaqan 
Abbasi, Foreign Minister 
Asif and Army Chief Gen-
eral Qamar Javed Bajwa.

Tillerson’s visit to Is-
lamabad marks the irst 
by a senior member of 
the Trump administra-
tion. The Radio Pakistan 
reported that Pak-US 
relations, stability in Af-

ghanistan and regional 
security issues will be 
discussed during the 
meetings.

Foreign Of ice sourc-
es said that the discus-
sion would focus on 
improving security and 
economic relations but 
“cooperation against mil-
itants would be promi-
nent during talks.”  

Tillerson’s visit is 
signi icant as it would 
clarify Trump’s policy 
and set course for future 
Islamabad-Washington 
relations.

In August, President 
Trump had unveiled his 
Afghanistan and South 
Asia policy in which he 
had hit out at Pakistan 
for providing safe havens 
to “agents of chaos” that 
kill Americans in Afghan-
istan and warned Islam-
abad that it has “much 
to lose” by harbouring 
terrorists.

Pakistan regularly 
denies that it hosts ter-
ror groups ighting the 
US and Afghan forces in 
Afghanistan.

Trump’s criticism 
led to further strain in 
US-Pakistan relations 
with a peeved Islamabad 
saying the US president 
ignored its efforts in the 
war against terrorism.

But bilateral relations 
improved slightly after a 

meeting between Prime 
Minister Abbasi and Vice 
President Mike Pence on 
the sidelines of the UN 
General Assembly last 
month. The ties lso im-
proved after Pakistani 
troops rescued an Amer-
ican-Canadian family 
from militants who held 
them captive for over ive 
years.

There was anoth-
er step forward when 
Quadrilateral Coordina-
tion Group of Afghani-
stan, China, Pakistan and 
US held its meeting last 
week in Oman after a hi-
atus of over one year to 
help start peace talks be-
tween Kabul and Taliban.

The US also met a ma-
jor demand of Pakistan 
for action against mili-
tants operating against it 
from Afghanistan when a 
drone killed chief of Ja-
maatul Ahrar Umar Kha-
lid Khurasani last week.

The top militant was 
involved in several ter-
rorist attacks in Paki-
stan including Peshawar 
school attack in 2014 
that killed 150 people, 
mostly students. In Pa-
kistan, of icials said that 
they are wary of de-
mands by the US without 
taking into consideration 
its concerns about in-
creasing role of India in 
Afghanistan.

Tillerson to arrive in Pakistan
on maiden visit

Nepal govt 
accepts 
resignation of 
envoy to India
K , O  24 
(PTI): The Nepal govern-
ment yesterday accepted 
the resignation of Deep 
Kumar Upadhyay, the 
country’s ambassador 
to India, who has quit 
contesting the upcoming 
parliamentary elections.

Upadhyaya had ten-
dered his resignation to 
Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister for Foreign 
Affairs Krishna Bahadur 
Mahara on October 6.

A cabinet meeting 
headed by Prime Minister 
Sher Bahadur Deuba yes-
terday accepted the resig-
nation of Upadhyay, leav-
ing the envoy’s post vacant.

Upadhyay has iled 
his nomination for the 
upcoming parliamentary 
election from Kapilastu 
district in western Nepal 
as the ruling Nepali Con-
gress candidate.

Upadhayay was ap-
pointed during former 
prime minister Sushil 
Koirala-led government 
in April 2015. He was re-
called by the subsequent 
government headed by 
the CPN-UML’s K P Shar-
ma Oli in May, 2016 on 
charge of working against 
the country’s interest.

Upadhyaya had played 
a key role in reducing the 
tension between Nepal 
and India, when the Hi-
malayan country had 
suffered blockade on its 
southern border follow-
ing the promulgation of 
the new Constitution.

LALIT K JHA 
W , O  24 (PTI): 
The Trump administration is 
looking forward to completing 
the nearly USD 2 billion deal for 
selling 22 unarmed Sea Guard-
ian drones to India, a senior US 
of icial has said. The major deci-
sion to sell unarmed Sea Guard-
ian drones was announced 
during the summit meeting 
between Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and President Donald 
Trump on June 26.

The US “looks forward to 
completing the deal for transferring Sea 
Guardian unmanned drones,” the of icial 
said. The addition of 22 state-of-the-art 
unarmed drones to India would add to 
its Navy’s surveillance capabilities in the 
strategic Indian Ocean region.

As part of India being designated as 
major defence partner, the Trump adminis-
tration is taking additional steps to remove 
bureaucratic bottlenecks and accelerate the 
process of sale of high-tech defence equip-
ment to India. A special focus is on strength-
ening Indian maritime capabilities.

The defence cooperation is only going to 
increase, the senior administration of icial 
said, adding that this is based on fundamen-
tal understanding that interests of the two 
countries are now aligned.

This was the irst major defence deal 
announced after India was designated as a 

major defence partner. Vivek Lall, chief ex-
ecutive of US and international strategic de-
velopment at General Atomics, said sale of 
Sea Guardian drones is a signi icant step in 
cementing the US- India bilateral defence 
relationship.

To be sold at an estimated cost of USD 2 
billion, this would help create some 2,000 
jobs in the US, he said. The Sea Guardian is 
a variant of the tested MQ-9 platform which 
allows for greater interoperability with US 
and allied forces, Lall said adding that its 
use by the Indian Navy will also develop 
the country’s credible capabilities, which is 
signi icant for Indian maritime security and 
naval power projection.

However there have been no talks be-
tween the two countries on New Delhi’s 
request for General Atomics Predator C 
Avenger armed drones. It is understood that 
this was not raised by Defence Minister Nir-

mala Sitharaman in her meeting 
with her US counterpart Jim Mat-
tis during his visit to India last 
month.

The two are scheduled to 
meet again this week in the Phil-
ippines. According to an industry 
source, this “case is being actively 
considered” by the White House 
as a next step after the Guardian 
deal.

“As military aviation trans-
forms globally to autonomous 
systems, US and India have a 
great opportunity to collaborate 

at the highest levels of technology and inno-
vation,” the industry source said.

Last week, US Secretary of State Rex Til-
lerson had said that in keeping with India’s 
status as a major defence partner and their 
mutual interest in expanding maritime co-
operation, the Trump administration has of-
fered a menu of defence options for India’s 
consideration, including the Guardian UAV.

“We value the role India can play in glob-
al security and stability and are prepared to 
ensure they have even greater capabilities,” 
Tillerson had said ahead of his visit to India.

“The proposals the US has put forward, 
including for Guardian UAVs, aircraft carrier 
technologies, the Future Vertical Lift pro-
gramme, and F-18 and F-16 ighter aircraft, 
are all potential game changers for our com-
mercial and defence cooperation,” Tillerson 
said.

‘US looks forward to completing
Sea Guardian deal with India’
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A R C T I C   C I R C L E  - HALLATT

B A B Y   B L U E S  - KIRKMAN & SCOTT

L O C K H O R N S  - HOEST & REINER

ARIES: Today’s intense celestial 
energy will help you make progress 
toward your goals. Your mind will 
be quick and receptive and your 
writing and speaking abilities espe-
cially acute. You might feel that you 
could sell anything to anyone if you 
wanted to. Make the most of this in-
tellectual power. Start new projects 
now. If you do, success is more than 
likely.  
TAURUS: Your creative impulse 
should be high today. You might de-
cide to try some writing. You may 
have a particular subject in mind to 
write about. You could also take a 
class in a subject that interests you, 
or do a little research on your own. 

You might consider some long-dis-
tance travel for pleasure as much as 
for learning. The sky’s the limit.    
GEMINI: Intense, vivid dreams 
spark your mental processes. You 
could wake up wondering why you 
dreamed what you did and what it 
has to do with what’s going on in 
your life. Dream books can be help-
ful. What do the symbols mean to 
you? The symbols, or even the story 
itself, could set in motion a mental 
chain of events resulting in a new 
project of some kind. Make the 
most of it!  
CANCER: A phone call from a 
partner could have you suddenly 
playing the role of salesperson. You 

might have a project you want to 
pitch, you might need to sell your 
way of doing something, or you 
might actually have to sell a prod-
uct. Whichever it is, you’re likely 
to succeed. You’re especially quick 
and expressive today. Your powers 
of persuasion are high.  
LEO: Money and creativity are 
successfully joined today. You 
might make money from a com-
pleted project, or you could receive 
some money to fi nance a project. 
Others might share in your eff orts, 
but you’re the mind behind the 
whole thing. Your intellectual pow-
ers are particularly strong. You’re 
better than usual at expressing your 

ideas.  
VIRGO: Today you’re likely to be 
especially sharp. Your intellectual 
powers are operating at a high level. 
A wealth of new ideas may come 
to you from all sides, without and 
within. You’re more talkative than 
usual and want to share your ideas 
with others. Optimism and enthusi-
asm defi ne you today.  
LIBRA: You may feel inspired to 
make certain changes in your home. 
Your imagination is especially 
acute, so it’s easy to visualize how 
the rooms will look afterwards. You 
could seek others’ opinions, too. 
Now you need to sell your family 
on the idea. Don’t worry - you can 

do it. Your persuasive powers are at 
an all-time high.  
SCORPIO: You may want to take 
a more judicious approach to your 
shopping sprees. Try spending the 
afternoon looking and trying on but 
not buying. That way, you’ll have 
time to refl ect on whether or not you 
really want and need the items. This 
could help cut out a lot of impulse 
spending. Your wallet will be fatter 
and happier.   
SAGITTARIUS: Today you have 
a quick intellect and intensifi ed per-
suasive powers. Acute mental pow-
ers are joined with personal power 
to bring about career and fi nancial 
success. Any projects you start or 

complete today are destined for suc-
cess followed by public recognition 
of some kind. This is a great omen 
for your future.  
CAPRICORN: Your intellect and 
way with words have served you 
well in the past. Now all signs indi-
cate that you’ll progress more rapid-
ly toward your goals. Advancement 
is defi nitely on the horizon. You 
might decide to increase your mar-
ketability by signing up for a course 
of some kind, perhaps an advanced 
degree. All systems go!  
AQUARIUS: If you’ve been con-
sidering writing or teaching, today 
is the day to get started. Your imag-
ination is intense, you’re inspired, 

and your way with words is sharper 
than usual. You could also sell any-
thing. If you want to pitch a project 
to someone, do it now. Many ideas 
may be running through your mind. 
It would be a shame not to set them 
down on paper.  
PISCES: Contact with a lot of 
friends may take place today. Invi-
tations to social events could come 
your way. Your relationship with 
your friends is congenial. You could 
be introduced to new friends. Some 
of the people you meet could be 
from distant states or foreign lands 
or involved in unusual occupations. 
This could prove an exciting, stim-
ulating day.
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Dr. RAJEN UPADHYAY
Assistant Professor in History, 

Namchi Govt. College

Dr. RAJEN UPADHYAY
Assistant Professor in History, 

Namchi Govt. College

25TH OCTOBER
HAITI HURRICANE 1935: A 
major hurricane strikes Haiti 
leaving more than 2,000 people 
dead and many thousands 
homeless and hungry. 
ZAMBIA INDEPENDENCE 1964: 
Zambia formerly Northern 
Rhodesia the home of the Victoria 
Falls becomes the ninth African 
state to gain independence 
from the British Rule. The new 
president of the country is 
Kenneth Kaunda from the United 
National Independence Party. 
CHINA UNITED NATIONS 1971: 
The communist People’s Republic 
of China is recognized by the 
United Nations and the Nationalist 
Chinese government of Taiwan is 
expelled. 
U.S.A. STATUE OF LIBERTY 
1977: Two dozen persons took 
over the Statue Of Liberty in a 
siege this morning, they have said 
they represent
ETHIOPIA FAMINE 1984: 
Following reports from Oxfam, 

Save the Children, Christian Aid 
and the Red Cross who believe 
10 million people are facing 
starvation in Ethiopia. The EEC 
donates £1.8 million. It is thought 
just in 1984 1 million people DIED 
of starvation in Ethiopia as the aid 
was still not enough and in many 
cases too late. 
NORTH KOREA NORTH KOREA 
Returns Citizens to Seoul 2013  
In a rare move of reconciliation 
North Korea has returned six 
South Korean citizens to Seoul. 
The men had not been on any 
list of those abducted by the 
North.

PLAID PARTY! The songstress wears head to toe plaid 
onstage in London while performing some of her hits. 

Taylor Swift’s latest look leaves little 
to the imagination. The pop star’s 

newest music video for the single “…
Ready for It” will premiere Thursday 
night and she’s giving fans a sizzling 
sneak peek of what’s to come.

The 27-year-old posted a series 
of clips on Instagram Monday, which 
teased a major battle within an explo-
sive sci- i world. In one scene, Swift is 
spotted with lightning-like powers be-
fore going face-to-face with a villain.

While Swift starts off 
wearing a black hooded 
cloak, she later transforms 
into a cyborg wearing a 
nude bodysuit. The en-
semble is similar to what 
actress Scarlett Johansson wore for the 

2017 ilm “Ghost in the 
Shell,” which is based on 
a popular 1989 manga 
series. The 32-year-old’s 
lesh-colored bodysuit, 

which was meant to mimic second skin, 

stirred headlines 
when the ilm irst 
premiered.

Swift’s new song 
is from her upcoming 
album “Reputation.” 
Earlier this year, she 
unveiled the record’s 
irst music video for 

the track “Look What 
You Made Me Do.”

Swift, who has 
changed a lot over 
the years, proudly 

declared, “I’m sorry, the old Taylor Swift 
can’t come to the phone right now. Why? 
Oh, ‘cause she’s dead!”

“Reputation” is scheduled to be re-
leased in November.

TAYLOR SWIFT’S TEASER FOR ‘...READY FOR IT’ FEATURES
NEARLY NUDE SINGER IN CYBORG BODYSUIT

?what’s
TRENDING

Saif Ali Khan has got his kitty full this year. The 
actor already had Rangoon and Chef release this 

year. Kaalakaandi is lined-up next. Saif’s fi rst look 
in the fi lm has got us hooked. Fans were waiting for 
the fi lm to release in September. But it had a run-in 
with the Censor Board, which resulted in the delay.

Now, we hear that the fi lm won’t 
have a theatrical release. Instead it will 
be streamed digitally. Speaking about 
the fi lm, a source informed Filmfare that Kaal-
akaandi will release on Netfl ix as the content of the 
fi lm might not get a green signal from the Censor 
Board. Kaalakaandi is directed by Akshat Verma 
and with digital market reaching the rooftop; this 

decision might fall in favour of the cast and makers 
of the fi lm.

Talking about the film, Saif earlier told a 
leading tabloid, “Kaalakaandi is a film I’m so 
happy to be part of! It’s a cross section of Mum-

bai with underworld goons, doomed 
bankers and idealistic lovers in this 
karmic tale about love, crime and liv-

ing a lifetime in one night!! Akshat Verma has 
written and directed this unique movie. He’s 
probably the only voice that tells it exactly like 
it actually is. Mumbai is a crazy, beautiful city 
and he is captured it perfectly in this very fun 
and moving film.”

SAIF ALI KHAN TO RELEASE KAALAKAANDI ON NETFLIX

Romantic comedy this is 
not. The rosiness of a 

woman stumbling upon con-
venient fantasy ful illment 
by marrying into privilege 
and bourgeois wealth do not 
tinge the themes of this clas-
sic. Rather this aspires to the 
novelty of a sort of female bil-
dungsroman [a novel dealing 
with one person’s formative 
years or spiritual education]. 
A woman who is roused into 
the acknowledgement of her 
desires and self through the 
unwitting intervention of 
men considered unworthy of 
being even good travel com-
panions - how many male 
authors/poets/dramatists 
of Forster’s generation have 
cared enough about class 
distinctions and gender in-
equality to fashion such a 
narrative? 

Sexually and emotionally 
inhibited young woman sa-
voring personal liberty for 
the irst time through the 
love of a man of inferior so-
cial standing who assumes 
a consciously passive role in 
earning her affections - this 
was, perhaps, Forster’s way 
of contradicting and af irm-
ing Austenian values at the 
same time. The very pos-
sibility of the intersection 
of marital bliss and lack of 
wealth and connections in a 
prospective husband and dis-
regard for societal approval 
lay well outside the limits of 
Austen’s imagination but she 
did endow her many women 
characters with enough di-
mensions to be keenly distin-
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guishable from each other. 
What else is there to say? 

Here’s to the unexpected joy 
of discovering another male 
author of the last century, 
who was effortlessly free of 
the abysmal sexism that is so 
regrettably palpable in the 
work of many novelists (of 
all genders) of the present. 
Here’s to a great story-tell-
er who ventured beyond the 
narrow horizons conferred 
on him by his times.


