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NANGHKHA LONGKUMER
G , 05 J :

Do you have a penchant for indig-
enous Naga cuisine? If you are 

in Gangtok and ever have the urge 
to tingle your taste buds or experi-
ence authentic Naga cuisine minus 
the trip to the Naga Hills and back, 
NAGA Kitchen is the place to be. Es-
tablished on 07 May 2016, the place 
is owned by Zangyal Dorjee. Locat-
ed at 5th Mile, Tadong just opposite 
CISCO bank, it is the ϐirst and only 
Naga restaurant here in Gangtok. 

Sandwiched between a car wash 
and a building, a huge round sign 
board reads the words “NAGA Kitch-
en’’ where a ϐlight of stairs leads to the 
entrance. As soon as you step in, whiffs 
of bamboo shoot and smoked meat 
greet you, reafϐirming that something 
tasty is simmering in the kitchen. 

The interiors are simple and un-
derstated with enough room to ϐit in 
twenty four people. The ambience 
has a lot of contrast with tons of nat-
ural light pouring through the win-
dows that practically makes a wall on 
the left side of the entrance and the 

warm earthy colors of the furniture 
and the wall paint that ties it all up. 

Flick the menu open and you no-
tice that the menu is symmetrically 

divided into Chinese and Naga cuisine. 
Fried rice, Chowmein, soups and even 

parathas are some of the choices you 

Being and eating Naga in Gangtok

SUMMIT REPORT 
G , 05 J :

Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling today vis-

ited the upcoming Kisan 
Bazaar at the intersec-
tion area between Lal 
Bazar and Arithang. The 
Chief Minister also in-
structed that the con-

struction of the bazaar 
should be completed be-
fore 31 Mar.

The Chief Minister 
visited all the ϐloors of 
the bazaar which is cur-
rently under construc-
tion and gave various di-
rections and suggestions 
to the ofϐicials of Urban 

Development & Horticul-
ture Departments. 

He directed that all the 
shops should be allotted 
exclusively to rural farmers 
and the ϐirst and second 
ϐloors should be made an 
open space for rural farm-
ers to sell their products.

The Chief Minister 

also speciϐically said that 
only organic products 
should be allowed to 
sell in the market which 
will act as the main 
hub where the produce 
grown in villages can be 
bought and sold under 
the same roof. 

He also directed the 

ofϐicials to look into the 
construction of wash-
rooms and kitchens in 
the ϐirst and second 
ϐloors for the organic 
produce sellers. 

It may be recalled 
that construction of the 
Kisan Bazaar had begun 
in 2012.

CM instructs ofϐicials to get Kisan Bazaar ready by 31 Mar

VISHNU NEOPANEY
G , 05 J : 

Ruling party nomi-
nee for the Rajya 

Sabha election, Hishey 
Lachungpa today filed 
his nomination seek-
ing a second term as 
Rajya Sabha MP for an-
other six years here at 
the Returning Officer’s 
Chamber at Sikkim Leg-
islative Assembly. Today 
was the last date for 
filing nominations and 
Mr Lachungpa’s was 
the only nomination re-
ceived by the Returning 
Officer.

The party supremo, 
who is also the Chief 
Minister, Pawan 
Chamling along with 
cabinet ministers, MLAs 
and party workers were 
present to witness the 
ϐiling of nomination.

The Chief Minister, 
while witnessing the ϐil-
ing of nomination, told 

reporters that the selec-
tion process for the Ra-
jya Sabha candidate was 
done in a transparent 
manner wherein the par-
ty decided to nominate 
Mr Lachungpa for a sec-
ond time.

Scrutiny of the nom-
ination papers is sched-
uled to be held on 06 
Jan with the last date for 
withdrawal of candida-

tures being 08 Jan. 
SDF has 29 sitting 

MLAs in the Sikkim Leg-
islative Assembly which 
means Mr Lachungpa is 
looking at another term 
as the Rajya Sabha MP 
from Sikkim.

Mr Lachungpa is 
a three-time Minister 
[1994 to 2009] and one 
of the inϐluential leaders 
of North Sikkim. 

Hishey Lachungpa
looks set to serve second
term as Rajya Sabha MP

New Rs 10 
notes to come 
in chocolate 
brown colour 
M , J  5 (PTI): 
The Reserve Bank will 
soon bring into circula-
tion new Rs 10 denom-
ination banknotes in 
chocolate brown color, 
which will have India’s 
cultural heritage Konark 
Sun Temple as a motif on 
the reverse side.

The central bank will 
shortly issue Rs 10 denom-
ination banknotes in the 
Mahatma Gandhi (new) 
series, bearing signature of 
Urjit R Patel, Governor, RBI, 
it said in a release.

The base colour of the 
note is chocolate brown, 
it said. “The new denom-
ination has motif of Sun 
Temple, Konark on the 
reverse, depicting the 
country’s cultural heri-
tage,” RBI said.

Among the sa-
lient features of the 
banknotes, on the ob-
verse (front) the note will 
bear portrait of Mahatma 
Gandhi at the centre, the 
Ahshoka Pillar emblem 
on the right, watermarks 
and number panel with 
numerals growing from 
small to big on the top 
left side and bottom right 
side.

On the reverse (back), 
it will carry the year of 
printing on the left, a 
Swachh Bharat logo with 
slogan, language pan-
el, motif of Sun Temple 
and denominational nu-
meral 10 in Hindi script 
Devnagari. Dimension of 
the banknote will be 63 
mm by 123 mm.

“All the banknotes in 
the denomination of Rs 
10 issued by the Reserve 
Bank in the earlier series 
will continue to be legal 
tender,” it said.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 05 J : 

The state government has ex-
tended the deadline for sub-

mission of report recommending 
the 5th Pay Revision to 31 Mar 
2018 through a notiϐication pub-
lished on 28 Dec 2017. The pre-
vious deadline was 31 Dec 2017.

State government employees 
will now have to wait another 
three months for the pay revision 
bonanza as the report of the 5th 
Pay Revision Committee is yet 
to be ϐinalised, informed ofϐicial 
sources. 

The notiϐication has not elab-
orated on the reasons for the ex-
tension, however, it is learnt that 
the state Pay Revision Commit-
tee has completed its task in its 

draft form and is in the process 
of deliberation to give ϐinal shape 
to the report. 

Once the report is submit-
ted, the state government will 
go through the recommenda-
tions made by the committee 
and will take final call after 
placing the report before the 
state cabinet. If approved, the 
state and semi government 
employees are expected to get 
their pay revised from January 
2016. 

The committee has not yet 
revealed anything about the 
structures, but ensured that in-
terests of employees of all grades 
including pensioners have been 
taken into consideration in view 
of inϐlation. 

5th Pay Revision
Committee gets another three

months to submit report
K , J  5 
(PTI): West Ben-
gal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee 
today unveiled the 
ofϐicial emblem of 
the state govern-
ment, which was 
recently approved 
by the Centre.

The logo high-
lights the Ashoka 
emblem on the top 
with the theme 
of “Biswa Bangla” 
at the centre. Banerjee has 
also contributed to the de-
sign of the emblem.

“Bengal begins a new 
journey today with a new 
identity...This historic 
achievement is indeed a 
new feather in Bengal’s cap 
after a long wait of 70 years 

since independence. You 
will be happy to know that 
I have made a small contri-
bution in design of the em-
blem...(sic),” the chief minis-
ter said in a Facebook post.

She added that the em-
blem would feature on all 
the ofϐicial stationery and 
displays.

M , J  5 (PTI): The 
State Bank of India said it is 
looking at revising minimum 
balance amount and penalty 
charges in the wake of all-
round criticism for raking in 
a windfall proϐit of over Rs 
1,771 crore from customers in 
penalty for non-maintenance 
of monthly average balances 
in their savings accounts.

The country’s largest lend-
er which has over 402 million 
savings account holders, had 
reintroduced monthly average 
balance (MAB) charges from 
April 2017 after a gap of ϐive 
years. Accordingly, the bank 
demands Rs 5,000 in MAB in 
metros and Rs 1,000 in ru-
ral accounts, failing which it 
charges a penalty.

As a result, between April 
and November 2017, the bank 

had netted a windfall of Rs 
1,771.67 crore, which is more 
than its second quarter proϐit, 
as penalties from customers 
for non-maintenance of MAB, 
ϐinance ministry data showed.

“A review of the monthly 
average balance is something 
we’ve been looking at contin-
uously since we had brought 
it back in April and we have 
already brought it down in Oc-
tober a bit. Now we are in the 
process of reviewing it again,” 
MD for retail and digital bank-
ing, PK Gupta, told reporters 
in Mumbai on Thursday.

He said the bank is do-
ing a comprehensive review 
of the MAB and penalty for 
non-maintenance of the 
same, based on the feedback 
it has received and will soon 

Mamata unveils ofϐicial emblem 
of West Bengal government

SBI looks at revising downwards 
min balance amount, penalty
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Wangchuk Bhutia
Mangan, 05 Jan:
Three days long organic fes-
tival at Mangshila, North Sik-
kim organised by Nari Samaj, 
Mangshila, Tibuk Gram Pan-
chayat Unit ofϐicially kicked 
off today with the aim to pro-
mote locally grown produce 
and to encourage farmers to 
take up organic farming.

The festival was declared 
open by Deputy Speaker of 
Sikkim Legislative Assembly 
cum area MLA, Sonam Gyatso 
Lepcha. He was accompanied 
by Sikkim Nationalised Trans-
port Department Chairman, 
Pintso Namgyal Lepcha as 
special guest. 

Locally grown organic 
produce like tuber roots and 
other items made from cane 
and bamboo were put on dis-
play by different Women Self 
Help Groups of the area.

Zilla member, Zomin Lim-
boo in his address said that 
organic produce should be 
given priority in the State to 
ensure proper growth of the 
Organic Movement.   He also 

extended his gratitude to the 
area MLA for sanctioning ru-
ral marketing in Mangshila.

SNT Chairman, Pintso 
Namgyal Lepcha said that 
Mangshila should set an 

example in enhancing the 
growth of organic farming as 
the government has already 
announced ban on import of 
vegetables from March 2018. 

The chief guest, in his ad-

dress, appreciated the initia-
tive taken by the Nari Samaj in 
organizing the organic festival. 
He suggested to the organizing 
committee to conduct the fes-
tival annually from next year.  

“I am very happy that the 
people of Mangshila have taken 
an initiative in implementing 
the policy of the government’s 
organic mission,” he said. 

“Our State is on its way to 

becoming a self reliant State 
and the people can do a lot 
to contribute in this mission. 
Government policies are use-
less until the people take up 
the initiative to implement 
those policies,” he added. 

Mr Lepcha further direct-
ed the Panchayat members to 
undertake mass production of 
various vegetables for supply 
and marketing. 

He also informed about 
government schemes like 
construction of marketing 
centers at various locations in 
Dzongu with transportation 
facilities of the organic vege-
tables to these centers. 

He further appealed to the 
Panchayats to award the con-
struction work of government 
infrastructure to good and re-
sourceful contractors so that 
the work is completed in time. 

Also present in the festi-
val were Block Development 
Ofϐicer [Dzongu], KR Limboo, 
BDO [Mangan], Karma Thend-
up Denzongpa, Zilla and Pan-
chayat members, ofϐicials and 
local gentries.

Three-day organic fest kicks off in Mangshila

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 05 J :

Dhumketu Puppet Theatre, 
a registered troupe 

of Song & Drama Division 
(Eastern Region), Ministry of 
Information and Broadcasting, 

Government of India is set to 
organize a social awakening 
puppet play in various places 
and villages in Gyalshing, West 
Sikkim from 08-13 Jan, a press 
release informs.

The theme of the puppet 

show is ‘Betiyaan’ and the tour 
aims to promote the Central 
Government’s ‘Beti Bachao Beti 
Padhao’ scheme throughout the 
area.  

The programme will be pre-
sented under the supervision 

of Second-in-Command, 36th 
Batallion Sashastra Seema Bal, 
Gyalshing, RN Mishra, reads the 
release. 

The puppet show will show-
case the struggles of being a girl 
in today’s world.

Puppet play on girl child to tour Gyalshing

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 05 J :

Sikkim Aam Bihari 
Kalyan Manch [SAB-

KM] has thanked Chief 
Minister Pawan Cham-
ling for visiting the two 
state hospitals, STNM 
and Central Referral Hos-
pital, Tadong on the ϐirst 
and second day of 2018, 
a press release informs.

SABKM president, 
Chotelal Prasad who is 
currently undergoing 
treatment at Central Re-
ferral Hospital, Tadong 

got an opportunity to 
meet the Chief Minister. 

Mr Prasad further in-
forms that Mr Chamling 
informed the patients 
about all the health pol-
icies of the state govern-
ment and wished them 
speedy recovery and a 
happy new year. 

Mr Prasad has 
thanked the Chief Minis-
ter for maintaining peace 
and security in the State 
and ensuring smooth 
business for the Bihari 
community in the State. 

SABKM thanks CM 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 05 J :

Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha held its co-or-

dination meeting at 
Turung under Namthang 
Rateypani constituency 
today.

A press release from 

the party informs that 
the meeting was led by 
Constituency Level Com-
mittee president, Bimal 
Kharel and was attend-
ed by CEC members, 
Sharmila Tamang, Ratan 
Singh, Kavita Sapkota, 
Santosh Rai and other 

members. 
Meanwhile, seven 

youths from Turung 
ward joined SKM. The 
new members were 
welcomed with khadas 
by CLC president, Bimal 
Kharel. 

Several party related 

issues were discussed 
and highlighted on 
strengthening the 
party’s activities in the 
constituency. 

The meeting decided 
to carry forward door-
to-door interaction with 
general public.

SKM holds coordination meet in Turung

SUMMIT REPORT
K , 05 J :

The Gorkha Jan Mukti Vidhyarthi 
Morcha (GJVM) Kalimpong Dis-

trict committee has placed a demand 
for a B Ed College in Kalimpong to the 
Gorkhaland Territorial Administration 
[GTA].

The Committee submitted a memo-
randum to vice president of GTA, Anit 
Thapa demanding a separate B Ed Col-
lege in Kalimpong District.

Informing about the same, pres-
ident of the committee, Dipen Ch-
hetri said that the students of Ka-
limpong District either have to go 
to Siliguri, Darjeeling or Sikkim 

to pursue B Ed courses. In view of 
this, we have requested for the es-
tablishment of a B Ed college in our 
district, he said. 

The committee has suggested that 
the land of BT College be used for the B 
Ed college, he informed.

General secretary of the commit-
tee, Ram Prasad Roka said that the GTA 
Board, who have a vision of improving 
education in the Hills, have strongly as-
sured to take this matter up. 

Mr Roka informed that after the 
formation of the committee, their main 
aim has been the setting up of a B Ed 
college in Kalimpong and they have 
started working on that.

GJM student
wing demands B Ed College

in Kalimpong

Bollywood 
biopic on 
the man 
behind bike 
ambulance 
in Bengal
K , J  5 (PTI): 
Karimul Haque’s 24x7 
‘bike ambulance’ has 
saved many lives in the 
villages of North Bengal 
and now his inspiring 
story is getting a Bolly-
wood treatment.

Vinay Mudgil, an as-
sistant director “Hum 
Saath Saath Hain”, is 
planning to make a ϐilm 
on Haque’s life.

A tea garden worker 
in his early 50s, Haque 
has been at the beck and 
call of patients in around 
20 villages of Jalpaiguri 
and Alipurduar districts.

He is known as the 
‘Ambulance Man’ in the 
villages where people 
bank on Haque’s ‘bike 
ambulance’ to reach the 
nearby Sadar hospital.

Having taken a for-
mal training from local 
doctors and chemists, 
Haque even provides ba-
sic medical care to them.

His selϐless service 
over the last 15 years 
bagged him the Padma 
Shri award last year.

Haque’s story drew 
Mudgil to his village 
and he spent time with 
the ‘Ambulance Man’ to 
understand his life and 
circumstances.

“Karimul can be an 
inspiration for many... 
This is one man who lives 
for others. Even with his 
meagre income, he tries 
and helps people. Not 
every day do we come 
across a person like him,” 
he said.

“I had a wonderful 
time interacting with 
his family there. They 
are simple people with 
hearts of gold,” added 
Mudgil, who has prom-
ised to give 50 give per 
cent of the proϐits from 
the biopic to Haque.

“We have signed an 
agreement and I have of-
fered 50 per cent proϐits 
from the ϐilm to Karimul. 
I hope the money helps 
him in his cause,” the di-
rector said.

Haque, who is not a 
ϐilm buff, ϐinds it hard to 
believe that a Bollywood 
movie will be made on 
his life.

“People used to laugh 
at me when I had started 
the service. Now, direc-
tors from Mumbai are 
approaching me for a 
biopic on my life. It is all 
too good to be true,” he 
said.

A personal expe-
rience had motivated 
Haque to take up this 
service 15 years ago.

“My mother fell ill in 
the middle of the night 
and with no help in sight, 
I had to see her die in 
pain. I felt helpless and 
could not sleep for the 
next few days.

“A few years later, 
when a colleague at the 
tea garden collapsed, I tied 
him to my back and took 
him to the hospital on my 
bike. That is when this 
idea of bike ambulance 
struck me,” he explained.
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Gangtok on 
Saturday, 

06 Jan
Temp: 15°C /01°C
Forecast: Part-
ly sunny, partly 
cloudy and cold.
Sunrise: 06:27 AM
Sunset: 4:56 PM

Anthyesthi Kriya
We are deeply over-
whelmed and indebted 
to all our dear friends 
and well wishers who 

have been so supportive and forth 
coming in our time of bereavement; 
the sad demised of our beloved fa-
ther late, Nageshwar Singh who 
left for his heavenly abode on 26 De-
cember. Once again in all humility 
we request for your benign presence 
in offering prayer for the departed 
soul (the 13 day Anthyesthi Kriya) 
scheduled to be held on 8 January 
at our residence at Singh Bhawan, 
Dikchu Bazar East Sikkim.

Family members: 
Pankaj Singh, Abhay Singh, Raj Singh, 

Pritam Singh, Amant Singh
Contact: 7407812240, 9593781730, 

9733052560, 7797885264,7797582013

Kutse Shegu 
The 49 days Kutse Shegu of our beloved father, 
Special DGP, Late Mr. T. Norbu, IPS (retd.), who 
passed away on 24th November, 2017 falls on 11th 
January 2018. 

All our relatives, friends and well wishers are re-
quested to join us for off ering prayers to the depart-
ed soul at our residence at Dallam/ Sombaria Kothi, 
West Sikkim. 

We off er our sincere gratitude towards those who 
stood by us in the time of bereavement. 

Tashi Choyzam (daughter) 8436000805 
Rigzing Chopel & Sangay Tup-

den (sons) 9609860216 
Sonam L. Kaleon (son-in-law) 

Sonam Sarita & Tenzing 
Pema (daughters-in-law)

contd from pg01

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 05 J :

Marwadi Yuva Manch, 
Prerna Branch, 

Gangtok installed its 
fourth amritdhara [water 
ϐilter] at Balika Niketan 
in Tadong today.

A press release in-
forms that the chief guest 
the area MLA, Timothy 
Basnet, inaugurated the 
new facility. 

The Amritdhara 

project is initiated and 
sponsored by Asha 
Kandoi and Nisha 
Kandoi along with their 
families. 

The Prerna Branch 
of the Marwadi Yuva 
Manch, Gangtok, has 
installed several amrit-
dharas in Gangtok. The 
Manch’s ϐirst amritdhara 
was installed at STNM 
Hospital in the capital 
last year.

see in the Chinese option. 
Naga cuisine makes up the 

right side of the menu. 
It includes a list of fresh and 

smoked pork, beef, chicken and 
ϐish items prepared with either 
fresh or dry bamboo shoot. You 
can play around with different 
combinations of meat, bamboo 
shoot and Akhooni (fermented 
soy bean), or Anishi (fermented 
dry yam leaves). The choice is 
all yours.

We tried the smoked pork 
with fresh bamboo shoot, a 
vibrant dish with the perfect 
amount of heat, saltiness and sa-
voriness. The taste of pork with 
rendered fat and the bursts of 
smoky ϐlavor was just pure bliss. 
The smoked pork with anishi 
and the smoked eel looked noth-
ing short of sophisticated. The 

deep brown dishes presented 
in white platters with shredded 
carrots and fresh coriander just 
popped right off the table. If we 
eat with our eyes ϐirst, this was 
deϐinitely scrumptious.

The anishi makes for thick 
dark gravy with an earthy taste 
which the sourness of the bam-
boo shoot cuts through and 
balances it out. The pork just 
melts in your mouth, while the 
smoked eel had a hard chewy 
texture to it.

The smoked beef with fresh 
bamboo shoot was up next and 
it didn’t disappoint. The dish 
shared similarities in terms of 
construction and appeal with 
the smoked pork, but the dis-
tinct taste of beef was hard to 
miss. The meat was tender and 
laden with smoky goodness.

If you think we were over-

dosing on everything smoked, 
we were not done yet. Lo and 
behold, came the smoked pork 
spare ribs. Here you get two gi-
normous chunks of slow cooked, 
dried bamboo shoot slathered 
ribs with meat that fall right off 
the bone with little effort.

The rice that accompanied 
the dishes was simplicity at its 
best. Fluffy rice with freshly 
diced vegetables on top, color 
me impressed! 

From the chutnies, the ak-
hooni chutney was less than 
thrilling. A soybean riddled chut-
ney with shards of crushed gin-
ger and dried chilies, the intensi-
ty from the beans was somehow 
lacking. The alu chutney on the 
other hand had quite the punch. 
Made with mashed potatoes, 
chilies, tomatoes and dried ϐish, 
the strong ϐlavor of the ϐish and 

the tang of tomatoes comes alive 
with the rich texture of the pota-
toes in every swirl in the mouth. 

It truly is an authentic Naga 
experience with an array of 
mouth watering food. In order 
to make everything as genuine 
as possible, all Naga items are 
prepared by Jungshilemba Long-
kumer, a lad from Nagaland. All 
the core ingredients from the 
meats, chilies, bamboo shoots 
and other condiments are also 
shipped straight from Nagaland.

NAGA Kitchen is open Mon-
Sat from 10:30am-9pm. Cus-
tomers can also order from their 
homes through the Mitho online 
delivery service. With plans to 
shift into the heart of the city 
complete with the bells and 
whistles of a full Naga ethnic 
experience in the coming days, 
food lovers get ready!

Being and eating Naga in Gangtok...
contd from pg01

Marwadi Yuva
Manch installs amritdhara

at Balika Niketan

announce it.
Currently, the bank 

has a MAB of Rs 3,000 for 
the metro and urban ac-
counts and the non-main-
tenance penalty varies Rs 
30-50 plus taxes.

For semi-urban 
and rural branches, the 
amount is ϐixed at Rs 
2,000 and Rs 1,000, re-
spectively and the penal-
ty for non-maintenance 
is in the range of Rs 20-
40 plus taxes.

SBI has close to 40.5 
crore saving bank ac-
count customers.

SBI had reintroduced 
monthly average charges 
from April 1, 2017, but 
had to revised down-
wards the penalties for 
non-maintenance of the 
minimum balance from 

October 1, after facing 
backlash from customers.

While between April 
and October, the MAB 
was Rs 5,000 for met-
ro accounts, which was 
brought down to Rs 
3,000 per account. The 
penalty was also reduced 
from Rs 50-100 to Rs 20 
-40, plus taxes.

The bank recently 
said on an average bal-
ance of Rs 3,000 in the 
metros, SBI earned only 
Rs 6 a month whereas for 
a minimum balance of Rs 
1,000 in rural, it earned 
on Rs 2 per month which 
is meagre compared to 
the services offered and 
the corresponding costs 
incurred by the bank (free 
cheque books, 8 free ATM 
transactions, free branch 
transactions).

SBI looks at revising
downwards min balance

amount, penalty

PCS calls for 
election to 
ill Culture 

Secretary 
post
SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 05 JAN:

Press Club of Sikkim 
(PCS) in an executive 

meeting held today has 
called for election to ϐill 
vacant post of Culture 
Secretary, a press release 
informs. 

It was decided in the 
meeting that a committee 
to conduct the election 
will also be constituted 
with a formal notiϐication 
to be released soon. 

The nominations can 
be ϐilled from 08 Jan on-
wards, as per the release.

Scrutiny of the nom-
ination papers is sched-
uled to be held on 10 
Jan with the last date for 
withdrawal of candida-
tures being 11 Jan. The 
poll is scheduled to be 
held on 11 Jan and the 
counting of votes will be 
done on 17 Jan.

PCS today during the 
meeting also constituted 
a subcommittee to or-
ganize its annual picnic 
party which will be held 
on Republic Day.

YOGEN THATAL
S , 05 J :

As per the Ministry of 
Highways and Road 

Transport (MORTH) de-
cision to ban bull-bars on 
cars and SUVs running 
on roads of India, Sing-
tam Police Department 
conducted an awareness 
drive as instructed by the 
Ministry.

The Ministry had sent 
out a letter to the trans-
port commissioners of 
all the States of the coun-
try, urging them to act 
against vehicles running 
with bull-bars. 

While the govern-
ment notiϐication was 
brief, it was very clear 
that the move was to 
lessen the risk of injury 
to pedestrians and vehi-
cle occupants, alike, in 
the event of an impact. 
The Act will be imposed 
on private, taxi, SUV and 
commercial vehicles. 

“For a long time, ve-
hicles in India have been 
accessorized with bull 
bars – often available at 
the point of sale, itself. 
While some feel that the 
accessory adds the look 
of their vehicles, oth-
ers are of the opinion 
that bull bars and crash 
guards can help protect 
their vehicle’s body in 
low-impact scenarios. 
However, the facts state 
that these extraneous 

parts can actually re-
duce the effectiveness 
of safety systems built 
into the car’s structure. 
This is because bull bars 
are typically ϐixed to the 
vehicle’s body structure 
at two points; in an im-
pact, the crash energy is 
transmitted directly to 
these two points rath-
er than being dispersed 
through the car’s crum-
ple zone. Furthermore, 
bull bars can also ham-
per the functioning and 
timely deployment of the 
airbags in crashes which 
the reason for the aware-
ness”, informed Sub In-

spector Singtam Police 
Station, Vijay Basnett 
and Sub Inspector, Lax-
man Gajmer. 

During the drive, po-
lice personnel instructed 
drivers to remove the safe-
guard failing which legal 
action will be taken as per 
Section 52 of the Motor 
Vehicle Act, 1988 with ϐine 
of Rs 1000-Rs 5000.

According to section 
52 of the Motor Vehicles 
Act, “No owner of a mo-
tor vehicle shall so alter 
the vehicle that the par-
ticulars contained in the 
certiϐicate of registra-
tion are at variance with 

those originally speciϐied 
by the manufacturer”. 

Car makers do not 
homologate cars with 
bull-bars, which means 
that when an owner is 
getting this accessory 
ϐitted through the after-
market, he’s committing 
an illegal act.

Car makers invest 
millions to make vehicles 
safer. Crumple zones, 
which are built into the 
front end of the car, in-
clude components such 
as bumpers, grilles, radi-
ators, bonnet and other 
structural parts. When a 
bull-bar is ϐitted to a car, 

it can make the crumple 
zones ineffective during 
a crash, transmitting 
force to the occupants of 
the car, causing serious 
injuries, or even death.

Pedestrian safety is 
also hugely compromised 
by bull bars. Cars are, at 
stock, designed to meet 
pedestrian safety stan-
dards. The ϐitment of bull 
bars, however, actually 
offsets the beneϐits of a 
pedestrian-friendly front-
end design, as mandated 
by latest vehicle norms. 
The rigid bull bars have 
proved lethal in many 
car-to-human accidents.

Singtam Police conducts awareness
drive on bull-bars ban on vehicles 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 05 J :

State Health Department 
has issued a clariϐication 

regarding a post on social 
media alleging that there is 
no child specialist at Namchi 
District Hospital, South 
Sikkim. 

The department has 
said that Dr Birendra Gu-
rung, Pediatrician was post-
ed in the district hospital 
since several years until he 
was transferred to STNM 
Hospital in Gangtok a few 
days back. The department 
has gone on to clarify that 
Dr Birendra Gurung has 
been replaced by Dr CK Ne-
pal, Pediatrician who joined 
Namchi District Hospital on 
05 Jan 2018. 

“This is a mischievous 
attempt to give misinforma-
tion to discredit the Health 
Department and Namchi 

Hospital in particular and 
this is highly condemnable,” 
the release reads. 

The department further 
informs that there are 22 
specialists posted at Namchi 
Hospital. 

“The Government has re-
cently enhanced the present 
doctor’s cadre strength in 
STNM Hospital from 305 to 
626 with 325 posts of med-
ical ofϐicers and 301 posts 
of specialists,” informs the 
release. 

The department has 
said that health has always 
been a priority of the State 
Government with the de-
partment referring 400 
patients to higher special-
ized centers in the last six 
months and sanctioning 
of Rs 05 crore by the State 
Government under Mukhya 
Mantri Jan Raksha Kosh 
[MMJRK]

Health Dept 
condemns allegations 
of lack of pediatrician 

at Namchi Hospital
L , J  5 (PTI): The exterior 
walls of the Uttar Pradesh Haj ofϐice, 
opposite the state legislature build-
ing in the heart of the city, has got 
a saffron look overnight, days after 
the secretariat building facade was 
given the same coat.

The Haj ofϐice boundary got a 
bright saffron shade within days of the 
BJP government reducing the number 
of holidays allotted to state-recognised 
madrasas in the 2018 calendar.

The paint was carried out late 
last night and the Haj ofϐice staff 
were not immediately available for 
comments, Friday being a holiday.

When contacted, Minister of 
State for Minority Affairs Mohsin 
Raza told PTI, “I fail to understand 
the problem of those having issues 
with the new colour. Is saffron an 
anti-national colour? Saffron is a co-
lour which symbolises ujala (bright-
ness) and urja (energy).”

He said, “When the ϐirst rays of 
the Sun fall on the Earth, it comes 
with saffron light.”

Raza said, “Saffron is a colour, 
which is synonymous with positiv-
ity. It is a gift of God. I think those 
who are against usage of saffron on 
walls of UP Haj Samiti ofϐice, may 

also object to saffron colour in the 
national tri-colour.”

He said, “This is peculiar politics. 
After all, only the outer walls of the 
government ofϐice has been painted 
and not the building or any personal 
property of any individual.”

The saffron colour, mostly asso-
ciated with Hinduism and especially 
with the Sangh Parivar of which the 
BJP is a part, was painted on the front 
portion of the Lal Bahadur Shastri 
Bhawan Annexe where the ofϐices of 
the chief minister and top bureau-
crats are located. After assuming of-
ϐice in March last year, Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath showed his fondness 
for the colour as the state govern-
ment gave saffron tinge to covers of 
ofϐicial booklets and background of 
ofϐicial posters issued by the public 
relations department and ministries.

In October last year, 50 saf-
fron-coloured buses of the UP State 
Road Transport Corporation, named 
‘Sankalp Seva’, were launched to 
provide service in rural areas.

The department of energy also 
announced that power connection 
to unauthorised colonies would 
be provided through electric poles 
painted saffron.

After CM sectt, now Haj
ofϐice gets saffron shade

PCI seeks 
report from 
U’khand govt 
on order 
banning 
outsiders’ 
entry in sectt
N  D , J  5 (PTI): 
The Press Council of India 
(PCI) has sought a report 
from the Uttarakhand 
government over its order 
banning the entry of “out-
siders” in government of-
ϐices at the secretariat.

The Uttarakhand 
government had claimed 
that the decision was tak-
en in view of the agenda 
of Cabinet meetings be-
ing leaked to media on 
several occasions in the 
recent past.

The local media, 
however, interpreted the 
order to be a move to 
reduce systemic trans-
parency. Members of the 
media felt the order was 
meant to deny them di-
rect access to informa-
tion by the government.

“Taking suo motu 
cognisance of the issue, 
the PCI chairman had 
ordered to immediately 
call a report in the matter 
from the chief secretary 
of Government of Uttara-
khand,” a PCI release said.

PCI chairman Chandra-
mauli Kumar Prasad “felt 
that prima facie, the action 
of the Uttarakhand govern-
ment impinged on the free-
dom of the press,” it said.

The order states that 
outsiders cannot directly 
make an entry into gov-
ernment ofϐices at the 
state secretariat.

In case of an urgen-
cy, they can meet the 
employee or ofϐicial con-
cerned at the reception, 
it says.
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WRITE US: Readers are invited to 
comment on, criticise, run down, even 
appreciate if they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ 
indecorous language and personal 
attacks, except when against people 
responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be 
ignored. Letters which carry forward 
a conversation or initiate a dialogue 
will command immediate attention 
and receive prominence.  
Mail us at: letters@summittimes.com

Celebrate Diversity
Some clichés never go out of style

In the current times of overbearing rightwing mo-
no-culturalism, the fact that Sikkim, despite at-

tempts at regimenting people by their community, 
remains largely unmoved by arguments which seek 
to other, remains a constant source of relief. Some 
continue to see individuality at the community level 
as somehow diluting a larger identity, but they are 
clearly hamstrung by regressive narrow-mindedness 
which continues to see empowerment and conϐidence 
as somehow detrimental to cultures and identities. 
Thankfully, such mindsets remain in minority in Sik-
kim. In an India where boorish religious heads want 
to hound certain idols out of temples, certain sexes 
away from worship, and impose caste obsessions on 
the entire population, the fact that Sikkim is yet to al-
low communal gimmickry political currency holds up 
a light that should never be allowed to dim. Clichéd as 
it may sound, Sikkim should never stop celebrating its 
diversity, its people should never hesitate from sup-
porting expressions of cultural uniqueness by oth-
er groups, and even as such cultural expressions are 
made by individual groups and communities, the cel-
ebrations should be joined by all. Make it a habit and 
an instinctive response, and troublemakers keen to 
sow differences by fanning fear of the others will ϐind 
themselves out of jobs. And make no mistake, agent 
provocateurs, if given the chance, will tease out hesi-
tations and feed on suspicions thereby weakening the 
collective society. We have seen how that can wreck 
vast swathes of a nation as big as ours, so its damage 
potential for a society as small as Sikkim’s should have 
the residents doubly wary.

Agreed, “unity in diversity” is an overused line, a 
phrase which has accompanied us for far too long as a 
topic for essay-writing contests and argument for de-
bates; and since everyone has heard it so often that it 
fails to elicit either pride or passion anymore, perhaps 
it is time to turn the approach on its head and reinforce 
unity. “Diversity in unity”, as some thinkers have pro-
posed for the country in the past, carries a nice spin to 
it, forces one to ponder longer and also acknowledges 
the fact that conϐident diversities mean self-assured 
identities which will be the best safeguard for unity. 
Unencumbered diversity inspires conϐidence which 
goes on to powers empathy; forced identities and 
ideas on the other hand fan fear which breeds intol-
erance which is a debilitating, self-defeating handicap.

To its credit, the current dispensation in Sikkim, 
despite rather loud criticism by individual leaders, 
has consistently supported the aspiration of the re-
spective communities to express their individualities. 
And such an approach is also in perfect sync with the 
requirement for decentralization, empowerment and 
going back to the roots [as one can see in the revival of 
organic farming]. Endorsing diversity, once it becomes 
a habit, is no longer limited to cultures, and would also 
mean supporting free expression, accepting differing 
views, living with divergent traits and allowing free 
thought – if that is not the empathy and tolerance that 
a people need to thrive as a community, unencum-
bered by factionalism or hate, then what is?

Diversity, once ingrained, provides diverse people 
with the ability to be okay with and open to things 
that set them and others apart – religion, culture, race, 
gender, sexual orientation, physical and mental abili-
ty, language (the list goes on) and understanding and 
accepting of people for who they are. Being cultural-
ly aware provides an opportunity to stand back and 
consider that there are certain backgrounds, personal 
values, beliefs and upbringings that shape the things 
we all do. Something that is considered inappropriate 
behavior in one culture may be perfectly acceptable in 
another. Learning about other cultures helps people 
relate to one another and be okay with different per-
spectives. Everyone and every community can beneϐit 
from such attributes. Now more than ever.

VALERIE VAN MULUKOM
theconversation.com

Whether you get mesmerised by 
Vincent van Gogh’s painting 

The Starry Night or Albert Einstein’s 
theories about spacetime, you’ll 
probably agree that both pieces of 
work are products of mindblowing 
creativity. Imagination is what pro-
pels us forward as a species – it ex-
pands our worlds and brings us new 
ideas, inventions and discoveries.

But why do we seem to differ so 
dramatically in our ability to imag-
ine? And can you train yourself to be-
come more imaginative? Science has 
come up with some answers, based 
on three different but interlinked 
types of imagination.

CREATIVE IMAGINATION
“Creative imagination” is what we 
normally consider to be creativity 
with a large C – composing an opera 
or discovering something ground-
breaking. This is different from ev-
eryday creativity, such as coming up 
with imaginative solutions to house-
hold problems or making crafts.

Creative inspiration is notorious-
ly elusive. Being able to train creativ-
ity or induce a state of creativity has 
therefore long been the aim of many 
artists and scientists.

But is it possible? We know that 
some individuals have a more cre-
ative personality than others. Yet 
research has suggested that creative 
imagination can also be boosted 
through our environment or simply 
putting in lots of hard work. For ex-
ample, experimental studies have 
shown that when children engage 
with creative content or watch others 
be highly creative, they become more 
creative themselves.

There are two phases to creative 
imagination. “Divergent thinking” is 
the ability to think of a wide variety 
of ideas, all somehow connected to 
a main problem or topic. It tends to 
be supported by intuitive thinking, 
which is fast and automatic. You then 

need “convergent thinking” to help 
you evaluate the ideas for usefulness 
within the main problem or topic. 
This process is supported by ana-
lytical thinking – which is slow and 
deliberate – allowing us to select the 
right idea.

So if you want to write that mas-
terpiece, having lots of brainstorm-
ing sessions with friends or taking a 
course in creative thinking or writ-
ing may help you come up with new 
ideas.

However, that doesn’t necessar-
ily help you select a good one. For 
that, research suggests that the ϐirst 
requirement is actually exposure 
and experience. The longer you have 
worked and thought in a ϐield and 
learned about a matter – and impor-
tantly, dared to make many mistakes 
– the better you are at intuitively 
coming up with ideas and analytically 
selecting the right one. 

Creative success is therefore not so 
much about ϐinding a muse. As micro-
biologist Louis Pasteur said: “Fortune 
favours the prepared mind.” This also 
applies to art, with Pablo Picasso ad-
vising: “Learn the rules like a pro, so 
you can break them like an artist.”

FANTASTICAL IMAGINATION
For many people, the ability to be-

come completely absorbed by an 
idea is key to ϐinalising a successful, 
creative project. For that you need 
something scientists call “fantastical 
imagination”, probably best predicted 
by your fantasy proneness and imag-
inative immersion. These describe 
your tendency to have highly vivid 
and realistic fantasies and level of ab-
sorption in imaginary worlds.

However, given that fantastical 
imagination can increase daydream-
ing and distract from everyday ob-
ligations, it may not seem like a de-
sirable ability to have, at ϐirst glance. 
There’s even a dark side – one’s fan-
tastical imagination tends to increase 
as a response to traumatic events by 
becoming an escape from reality.

But there are beneϐits. Fantasy 
engagement in children is associated 
with increased creative imagination, 
narrative ability, and perspective tak-
ing. For adults, it may help improve 
memory consolidation, creative 
problem-solving and planning.

This is also an ability you can 
boost. Research shows that children 
who were encouraged by their par-
ents to participate in pretence play 
and role playing have higher levels 
of fantasy proneness later in life. And 
it’s never too late to start – amateur 

actors are known to have higher fan-
tastical imagination too.

EPISODIC IMAGINATION
“Episodic imagination” is similar to 
fantastical imagination but predom-
inantly makes use of real (episodic) 
memory details rather than imagi-
nary (semantic) details when visual-
ising events in our mind’s eye.

This helps individuals to better 
imagine alternative pasts and learn 
from their mistakes, or imagine their 
futures and prepare for them. The 
little research that has been done on 
this so far indicates that individuals 
with a higher capacity for visual im-
agery experience more sensory de-
tails when imagining their future.

Moreover, though years of self-im-
provement books suggest to “imagine 
it and it will happen”, this is actually 
the opposite of what you should be 
doing. The best preparation for the 
future is paradoxically to imagine 
the process – not the outcome – of 
your desired future event. One study 
showed that when students imagined 
desired outcomes (good grades for an 
upcoming test) they performed sig-
niϐicantly worse than students who 
imagined the process getting to the 
desired outcomes (imagining study-
ing thoroughly). Perhaps something 
to keep in mind for your New Year’s 
resolutions?

We all have imaginative ability to 
various degrees, and it’s difϐicult to 
imagine where humankind would be 
without it. So even though you are yet 
to actually write that novel you’ve got 
in you somewhere, keep trying. There 
are many routes to boost creativity, 
with play, practice, and experience 
being crucial. It may even make you 
smarter.

As Einstein himself reportedly 
once said: “The true sign of 
intelligence is not knowledge but 
imagination.”

[the writer is Research 
Associate in Psychology, 

Coventry University]

The secret to creativity–
according to science

LAUREN COLLISTER
theconversation.com

When it comes to texting, the period, full stop, 
point – whatever you call it – has been get-

ting a lot of attention.
People have begun noticing slight changes 

to the way our smallest punctuation mark is de-
ployed, from declarations that it’s going out of style 
to claims that it’s becoming angry.

What they’re actually noticing is written lan-
guage becoming more ϐlexible, with texting pos-
sessing its own set of stylistic norms (sometimes 
informally called “textspeak” or “textese”).

The period is merely one example of this shift, a 
change that has opened up new possibilities for com-
municating with written language. Just as we have 
different styles of speaking in different situations, so 
do we have context-dependent styles of writing.

READING BETWEEN THE PERIODS
Though periods can still signal the end of a sen-
tence in a text message, many users will omit them 
(especially if the message is only one sentence 
long). This tendency now subtly inϐluences how we 
interpret them.

Because text messaging is a conversation that 
involves a lot of back-and-forth, people add ϐillers as 
a way to mimic spoken language. We see this with 
the increased use of ellipses, which can invite the re-
cipient to continue the conversation. The period is 
the opposite of that – a deϐinitive stop that signals, as 
linguistics professor Mark Liberman has explained, 
“This is ϐinal, this is the end of the discussion.”

For some, this can appear angry or standofϐish.
Earlier this year, psychologist Danielle Gunraj 

tested how people perceived one-sentence text 
messages that used a period at the end of the sen-
tence. Participants thought these text messages 
were more insincere than those that didn’t have a 
period. But when the researchers then tested the 
same messages in handwritten notes, they found 
that the use of a period didn’t inϐluence how the 
messages were perceived.

In a 2007 study by linguists Naomi Baron and 
Rich Ling, multi-sentence text messages often 
had punctuation to indicate where the sentences 
stopped, but only 29 percent of these texts had punc-
tuation at the very end of the message. The reason, 
Baron and Ling explain, is that “the act of sending a 
message coincides with sentence-ϐinal punctuation.”

SITUATIONAL SWITCHES
But of all the things to feel when seeing a period at 
the end of a text message – why insincerity?

The answer could have something to do with a 

term used by linguist John J. Gumperz: “situational 
code-switching,” which is when we change how we 
talk depending on where we are, who we’re talking 
to or how we’re communicating.

A common example is the way we talk in a job 
interview versus at a bar with friends. Typically, 
a speaker will use much more formal language in 
an interview than when hanging out with peers. If 
you talked to your friends the same way you talk-
ed during a job interview, it would probably give a 
stilted, distant feeling to the conversation.

Scholars originally investigated situational 
code-switching in spoken language because spo-
ken language was used in both casual and formal 
settings. In the past, written language was almost 
always tinged with a level of formality because it 
was associated with permanence in books and 
written documents.

However, now that text messaging and social 
media have given their users an outlet for casu-
al written language, differences between writing 
styles can be seen.

The use of the period is one example of situa-
tional code-switching: When using one in a text 
message, it’s perceived as overly formal. So when 
you end your text with a period, it can come across 
as insincere or awkward, just like using formal spo-
ken language in a casual setting like a bar.

A DIFFERENT FORM OF SINCERITY
Another example of language change in casual writ-
ten forms is the repetition of letters. Communication 
scholar Erika Darics has observed that the repetition of 
letters or punctuation marks adds intensity to messag-
es (“stopppp!!!”). She writes that this creates “a display 
of informality through using a relaxed writing style.”

Linguist Deborah Tannen described a similar 
phenomenon, noting that repeated exclamation 
points in a message can convey a sincere tone, like 
in the following text message: “JACKIE I AM SO SO 
SO SORRY! I thought you were behind us in the cab 
and then I saw you weren’t!!!!! I feel soooooooo bad! 
Catch another cab and ill pay for it for youuuuu”

Note that this message does not contain a mes-
sage-ϐinal period, since that may convey insincerity 
that would contradict the apology being present-
ed. Instead, the sender uses the non-standard long 
vowels in “soooooooo” and “youuuuu” as well as 
ϐive exclamation points at the end of one sentence.

Compare this to a standardized version of the text 
message: “Jackie, I am so sorry. I thought you were 
behind us in the cab and then I saw you weren’t. I feel 
so bad! Catch another cab and I’ll pay for it for you.”

This more formal version, according to the ar-

guments made by Tannen and Darics, reads more 
like a work email sent to a colleague than one to 
a friend sincerely and fervently apologizing for a 
transportation mishap.

It’s a bit counterintuitive, but using formal lan-
guage may undermine the sincerity of the apology; 
in order to convey the “right” message, it’s import-
ant to know the proper protocols. This may explain 
why some people’s text messages seem stilted or 
awkward: they’re used to writing with a formal 
style that doesn’t translate to the casual medium.
WILL TEXTING ERODE OUR WRITING SKILLS?

In the media, there’s been a fair amount of debate 
about whether texting – or using overly casual lan-
guage – can “ruin” someone’s writing ability. (Ex-
amples include the LA Times, the BBC and The Dai-
ly Mail, to name a few.)

However, past research into situational 
code-switching in spoken language has shown that 
a person’s ability to code-switch can signal social 
competency, can afϐirm one’s sense of identity or 
membership in a community and may be an indica-
tor of high intellectual ability in children.

Studies like the recent work of psychologists Gene 
Ouellette and Melissa Michaud have shown that the 
use of text messaging and “textese” has little relation-
ship to how someone will score on spelling, reading 
and vocabulary tests. Meanwhile, a study out of Cal-
ifornia State University found little use of “textisms” 
in formal letter writing assignments completed by 
students. This observation supports work like a study 
by psychologist Beverly Plester and colleagues, who 
found that an increased use of textese was correlated 
with higher scores on verbal reasoning ability tests. 
They suggested that the preteens in their study were 
able to “slip between one register of language and an-
other, as they deem it appropriate.”

This shows that frequent and ϐluent users of ca-
sual written language can often readily code-switch: 
they know to put that period at the end of every sen-
tence in a formal writing assignment. Some educa-
tors are even beginning to incorporate lessons about 
formal and informal writing into their classrooms, 
which can help students identify those situations 
that require the use of different styles.

Instead of ignoring or deriding the variation 
in written language, embracing the change in lan-
guage – and the ability of speakers and writers to 
code-switch – can lead to better communication 
skills in all contexts. Knowing when a period might 
indicate insincerity is just one of them.

[the writer is Scholarly Communica-
tions Librarian, University of Pittsburgh]

Why does using a period in a text message
make you sound insincere or angry?
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JAYANTA BHATTACHARYA
A , J  5 (PTI): Killing of 
two journalists within two months 
rocked Tripura in 2017 that also 
witnessed a number of political 
developments ahead of elections 
scheduled this year.

Shantanu Bhowmick (28), a 
journalist of local TV channel-Din 
rat, was stabbed and beaten to 
death when he went to Mandai in 
West Tripura district on Septem-
ber 20.

Police said Indigenous People’s 
Front of Tripura (IPFT) and CPI-
M’s tribal wing Tripura Rajaer Up-
ajati Ganamukti Parishad (TRUGP) 
gathered at Mandai where prohib-
itory orders under Section 144 of 
the Code of Criminal Procedure 

(CrPC) were promulgated to main-
tain peace.

Sudip Datta Bhaumick (50), a 
crime reporter with Bengali daily 
Syandan Patrika and TV channel 
Vamguard, was killed inside the 
headquarters of the 2nd battalion of 
TSR at RK Nagar on November 21.

The killings drew widespread 
condemnation including from the 
UNESCO.

On the political front, the BJP’s 
bid to emerge as a force in the state 
got a boost with the joining of sev-
en MLAs.

Six of them were from the Tri-
namool Congress (TMC) and one 
from the Congress.

According to Chairman of the 
North East Democratic Alliance 

(NEDA) and Assam Finance Min-
ister Himanta Biswa Sharma, no-
body can stop the BJP from form-
ing the government in Tripura.

“People have become euphor-
ic of forming BJP government. I 
am sensing that our party would 
sweep the elections in the state 
and would be difϐicult for the 
CPI-M to even win 10 seats in the 
60-member House,” he claimed.

The Indigenous People’s Front 
of Tripura (IPFT), an anti- left ultra 
tribal party, had long been cam-
paigning for a separate state by 
carving out the Tripura Tribal Areas 
Autonomous District Council (TTA-
ADC), which constitute two third of 
the state territory and is the home 
to the tribals, who form one third of 

the state’s 37 lakh population.
All the major political parties 

in the state including those in the 
ruling Left Front, Opposition BJP, 
Congress and another anti-left 
tribal party Indigenous Nationalist 
Party of Tripura (INPT) have re-
jected the demand as divisive and 
impracticable.

However, the demand for more 
autonomy of the tribal council has 
come to the fore to empower it.

The IPFT also suffered a split 
when the dissident faction led by 
Budhu Debbarma formed a sep-
arate committee and declared on 
April 16 that they are the real IPFT.

The issue of more autonomy to 
the tribals and empowering the TTA-
ADC became an import issue in the 

state ahead of the assembly elections.
Not a single insurgency-related 

incident was reported in 2017. Tri-
pura is now free from insurgency, 
which devastated the state for the 
last three decades.

During the year gone by, India 
decided to throw open its border 
roads to help Bangladesh con-
struct border outposts in Chit-
tagong Hill Tract (CHT), known for 
its inhospitable terrain.

Some areas in Chittagong, bor-
dering Tripura and Mizoram, have 
no motorable roads and India de-
cided to allow the Bangladesh bor-
der guards to construct 13 border 
outposts using the road connectiv-
ity available in the two states.

Chief Minister Manik Sarkar in-

augurated Indo-Bangla Friendship 
Park at Chottakhola in South Tri-
pura district, around 130 km from 
here on December 16.

The foundation stone for the 
20.20 hectare park, which encom-
passes seven hillocks and a lake 
near the Trishna wild life sanctu-
ary, was laid by the then Bangla-
desh Foreign Minister Dipu Moni 
in November, 2010.

Two statues of Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and In-
dira Gandhi, were put up in the 
park which was earlier a base 
for Bangladeshi freedom ϐighters 
from where they launched opera-
tions against the Pakistani army in 
Noakhali, Feni and parts of Comilla 
district of Bangladesh.

Journalist killings rocked Tripura in 2017

I /S , 
J  5 (PTI): Northeast-
ern states are keeping 
a strict vigil to check a 
possible inϐlux of illegal 
migrants into their terri-
tories following the pub-
lication of the ϐirst draft 
of the National Register 
of Citizens (NRC) in As-
sam, administration and 
police ofϐicials have said.

The NRC, ϐirst pre-
pared in 1951, is being 
updated in Assam under 
the supervision of the 
Supreme Court to weed 
out illegal migrants. The 
ϐirst draft of the updated 
version was published on 
December 31.

Arunachal Pradesh, 
Meghalaya, Nagaland 
and Manipur have taken 
measures to prevent ille-
gal migrants from enter-
ing their territories.

In Arunachal, super-
intendents of police of 
all border districts have 
been directed to liaise 
with their Assam coun-
terparts regarding the 

matter, according to an 
ofϐicial release.

Chief Minister Pema 
Khandu had sought in-
formation from the state 
director general of police 
on the situation in the 
border areas in the wake 
of the publication of the 
NRC ϐirst draft.

He also directed the 
DGP to maintain a strict 
vigil at border outposts 
to check the possible in-
ϐlux of illegal immigrants, 

the release read.
The Meghalaya Po-

lice tightened surveil-
lance along the border 
with Assam following 
publication of the NRC 
ϐirst draft, state Direc-
tor General of Police SB 
Singh said today.

“We have taken pre-
cautions to check any in-
ϐiltration of anti-national 
elements right from De-
cember last week,” DGP 
SB Singh told PTI.

The home depart-
ment had on December 
22 directed the state po-
lice to step up vigil and 
conduct checks in the 
border areas, he said.

Special police teams 
have been deployed at 
the Jiribam Babupara 
Bazar in Manipur and 
along the Barak river 
bordering Mizoram, the 
Manipur Police said in a 
statement.

The Barak originates 

in Manipur, ϐlows through 
Mizoram and Assam and 
enters Bangladesh, where 
it forks into the Surma 
and Kushiyara rivers.

Police teams have 
been deployed at Mao 
Gate in Senapati district 
bordering Nagaland and 
the Tamei-Haϐlong road 
in Tamenglong district 
bordering Assam to 
check the entry of mi-
grants into the state, the 
release read.

Nagaland Home 
Commissioner Abhishek 
Singh was conϐident of 
preventing possible spill-
over of illegal migrants 
into the state.

With the Inner Line 
Permit system in the 
state and police person-
nel manning check gates, 
illegal migrants cannot 
enter Nagaland, he said.

State Home Minister 
Kuzholuzo Azo Nienu, 
however, said the mat-
ter had not yet been 
throughly discussed in 
his department.

NE states tighten vigil on Assam
border after NRC publication

Meghalaya 
CM 
inaugurates 
40 mw Umtru 
hydro-electric 
project
S , J  5 (PTI): 
Meghalaya Chief Minister 
Mukul Sangma inaugu-
rated the 40 mw Umtru 
hydro-electric project at 
Dehal in Ri Bhoi district.

Inaugurating the Rs 
629 crore project yes-
terday, he said the state 
has various potential ar-
eas for power generation 
and called on the local in-
digenous people to par-
ticipate in the process of 
state building.

“Power sector is the 
most important sector. It 
not only provides power 
to consumers but also 
helps sustain our liveli-
hood and augment reve-
nue of the state,” he said.

The chief minister 
said Meghalaya has the 
potential to sell electric-
ity to other states and 
may be export power to 
neighbouring countries 
like Bangladesh.

Scrub typhus 
virus: One 
persons dies, 
47 infected 
in Mizoram
A , J  5 (PTI): 
One person died and 
at least 47 people have 
been infected with sus-
pected scrub typhus vi-
rus at Phullen village in 
Aizawl district, Health 
department ofϐicials said 
today.

Nodal ofϐicer of the 
State Integrated Disease 
Surveillance Programme 
(IDSP) Dr Pachuau Lal-
malsawma, who visited 
Phullen village yesterday 
said the spread of the dis-
ease has been contained 
and the patients were 
given medical treatment.

Phullen village is 
about 125 kilometre 
north-east of the state 
capital. Lalmalsawma 
said that the ϐirst case 
was detected during the 
last part of November 
and new infection detect-
ed till January 3.

Scrub typhus is a mite-
borne disease caused by 
Orientia tsutsugamushi 
(formerly Rickettsia tsut-
sugamushi). Symptoms 
are fever, a primary le-
sion, a macular rash, and 
lymphadenopathy.

Cases of scrub typhus 
infection have been de-
tected in Champhai, Aiza-
wl and Lunglei districts.

Over a hundred peo-
ple have died in the state 
during the past few years 
due to scrub typhus in-
fection, Health depart-
ment ofϐicials said.

K , J  5 (PTI): 
National Award-winning 
director Suman Ghosh 
today said the Central 
Board of Film Certiϐica-
tion (CBFC) has agreed to 
release his documentary 
on Nobel laureate Am-
artya Sen in its entirety, 
including the four words 
that the board’s regional 
ofϐice had objected to in 
July last year.

The hour-long doc-
umentary had courted 
controversy last year 
when the director re-
fused to abide by CBFC 
Kolkata diktat of beeping 
the four words -- cow, 
Gujarat, Hindutva and 
Hindu.

“CBFC chairman Pra-
soon Joshi watched ‘The 
Argumentative Indian’ in 
Mumbai yesterday along 
with other board mem-
bers and gave his consent 
to the words.

“After seeing the ϐilm 
yesterday, Joshi held a 
discussion with me and 
said ‘the ϐilm can be re-

leased without any cuts,’” 
Ghosh told PTI here.

The director further 
said she was hopeful of 
getting a written commu-
nication from the board 
soon on the matter.

The ϐilm, shot in two 
parts in 2002 and 2017, 
has Sen talking about 
the social choice theory, 
development economics, 
philosophy and the rise 
of right-wing national-
ism across the world, in-
cluding India.

“I am happy that the 
CBFC respects the free-
dom of expression in 
arts. Joshi told me he got 
to learn a lot about the 
Nobel laureate through 
my documentary,” Ghosh 
said.

CBFC gives green
signal to Amartya Sen

documentary

R , J  5 (PTI): The 
CBI court will pronounce 
tomorrow the quantum 
of punishment against 
RJD supremo Lalu Prasad 
and 10 others in a fodder 
scam case, his counsel 
said today.

The RJD supremo ap-
peared before the court 
of CBI special judge Shiv 
Pal Singh for the argu-
ment on the punishment 
through videoconferenc-
ing from Birsa Munda 
central jail, where he has 
been lodged since his 
conviction on December 
23, and in a written plea 
sought leniency due to 
his illness and old-age, 
Prasad’s counsel Chit-
taranjan Prasad said.

“The judge said he 
would pronounce judge-
ment at 2 pm tomorrow,” 
Chittaranjan Prasad told 
reporters after emerging 
from the videoconferenc-
ing hall here.

The court conclud-
ed arguments on the 
quantum of punishment 
against Prasad and 10 oth-
ers in connection with the 
withdrawal of Rs 89.27 
lakh from Deoghar Trea-
sury between 1990 and 
1994 when he was the 
chief minister of Bihar.

Besides Yadav, the 
court today heard ar-
guments on the punish-
ment of RJD leader R K 
Rana, former IAS ofϐicers 
Phoolchand Singh, Ma-
hesh Prasad, former gov-

ernment ofϐicial Subir 
Bhattacharya, suppliers/
transporters Tripurari 
Mohan Prasad, Sushil Ku-
mar Sinha, Sunil Kumar 
Sinha, Raja Ram Joshi, 
Sanjay Agarwal and Sunil 
Gandhi.

The court had heard 
pre-sentencing argu-
ments in alphabetical or-
der yesterday of former 
IAS ofϐicer Beck Julius, 
Gopinath Das, RJD leader 
Jagdish Sharma, trans-
porter/suppliers Jyoti 
Kumar Jha and Krishna 

Kumar Prasad.
It had deferred an-

nouncing the punishment 
against Prasad and others 
for the second consecu-
tive day yesterday.

The court had on De-
cember 23 convicted all 
the 16 accused in the fod-
der scam while acquit-
ting six others, including 
former Bihar chief minis-
ter Jagannath Mishra.

The court had con-
victed Prasad for offences 
of cheating with criminal 
conspiracy under the Indi-
an Penal Code and the Pre-
vention of Corruption Act.

Under the sections, 
Prasad can be sentenced 
to a minimum jail term of 
one year and maximum 
of seven years, his advo-
cate Chittaranjan Prasad 
had said.

In 1996, the Patna 
High Court had ordered 
an inquiry into the fod-
der scam cases and a 

charge sheet in the Deog-
arh treasury case was 
ϐiled against 38 people 
on October 27, 1997.

Eleven of them died 
and three turned ap-
provers while two other 
accused confessed and 
were convicted in 2006-
07, a CBI ofϐicial said.

On September 30, 
2013, Yadav, Jagannath 
Mishra and several oth-
ers had been convicted in 
another case pertaining 
to illegal withdrawal of 
Rs 37.7 crore from Chai-
basa Treasury in the ear-
ly 1990s. The conviction 
on December 23 last is 
the second in the scam.

Yadav faces another 
three fodder scam cases 
for illegal withdrawal of 
Rs 3.97 crore from the 
Dumka Treasury, Rs 36 
crore from the Chaiba-
sa Treasury and Rs 184 
crore from the Doranda 
treasury.

CBI court to pronounce punishment
against Lalu on Saturday

BJP using 
dirty tricks 
to destabilise 
Tripura govt: 
CPI(M)
H , J  5 (PTI): 
The CPI(M) today alleged that 
the BJP was misusing power 
and resorting to “dirty tricks” 
to destabilise the Tripura gov-
ernment, led by the Left party.

The charge comes a day af-
ter the saffron party urged the 
Election Commission (EC) to 
appoint the micro-observers 
in poll-bound Tripura from 
outside the state and deploy 
a maximum number of para-
military forces, alleging that 
an atmosphere of fear was 
prevailing in the north-east-
ern state.

“The BJP-RSS is misus-
ing power to destabilise the 
Tripura government through 
dirty tricks,” CPI(M) politburo 
member Brinda Karat told PTI.

Tripura, she said, was a 

symbol of peace and harmony 
in a region which had a histo-
ry of ethnic conϐlicts.

The CPI(M) government in 
Tripura had done better than 
the BJP-ruled states as far as 
the social and development 
indicators were concerned, 
Karat added.

“False charges, manufac-
turing lies and the abusive 
statements of BJP leaders will 
cost them heavily in the coming 
election (in Tripura), in which 
the Left Front will emerge even 
stronger,” she claimed.

The BJP had yesterday said 

only those government ofϐi-
cials should be deployed on 
poll duty in Tripura, who gave 
a declaration that they were 
not members of any political 
party or any trade union, afϐili-
ated to a political outϐit.

“The micro-observers 
should be appointed from 
outside the state, because 
the CPI(M) has started giv-
ing membership to the state 
government employees. Polls 
cannot be held with the mem-
bers of the Left party inside 
the booth,” BJP leader Himan-
ta Biswa Sarma had said in 

New Delhi.
“We also request the EC to 

deploy a maximum number 
of paramilitary forces in the 
state to ensure a free-and-fair 
election,” he had said.

Sarma, a minister in the 
BJP government in Assam, is 
also the convener of the North 
East Democratic Alliance 
(NEDA), a coalition of the BJP 
and regional parties from the 
north-east.

The CPI(M) has been rul-
ing Tripura since 1993 and 
elections in the north-eastern 
state have traditionally been 

two-cornered contests be-
tween the Congress and the 
Left party.

The BJP’s bid to emerge as 
a force to reckon with in the 
state got a boost last year with 
seven MLAs -- six from the 
Trinamool Congress (TMC) 
and one from the Congress -- 
joining the saffron camp.

Sarma had also claimed 
that the BJP would sweep 
the Tripura polls, following 
which the number of CPI(M) 
members would be reduced to 
less than 10 in the 60-member 
Assembly.

Elderly man rescued, 6 
kidnappers arrested

T  (M ), J  5 (PTI): A 63-year-old man, 
who was kidnapped from Lakhipur town in Goalpara 
district of Assam on Tuesday, was rescued today from 
Mansinggre Rongnak village in North Garo Hills of the 
state, a senior police ofϐicer said.

A joint team of Assam and Meghalaya police res-
cued Sukur Ali, a resident of Goalpara district of the 
neighbouring state, and nabbed four members of an 
inter-state gang that had kidnapped him, he said.

Two more were arrested from Assam yesterday, 
taking the count to those held in the case to six, the 
ofϐicer said.

“The rescue of the 63-year-old man was made pos-
sible by Assam police. They had managed to nab one of 
the kidnappers in their state and found out from him the 
names of other members of the gang,” Superintendent of 
Police, North Garo Hills, Dalton Marak, explained.

The motive behind the kidnap, however, is not 
clear as yet, Marak said. “During the early morning 
operation, there was a brief exchange of ϐire but no 
one was injured,” the SP said, adding that two coun-
try-made revolvers and nine rounds of ammunition 
were recovered from the gang.
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Weeklong kara-
te training camp 

organised by Dragon 
Martial Art Karate Asso-
ciation, Darjeeling and 
supported by Lingsey 
Pithamchin Karate 
Committee at Lingsey 
Pithamchin under Kalim-
pong District ofϐicially 
wrapped up on 04 Jan at 
Pithamchin with a grand 
programme, a press re-
lease informs.

The programme was 
attended by former Hor-
ticulture Ofϐicer, West 
Bengal Government, C.B 
Golay and Sikkim Muay-
thai Boxing Association 
President, RB Rai.  

Dragon Martial Art 
chief coach cum interna-
tional karate judge, Shi-
han Kul Hari Rai in his 
address talked about the 
importance of karate in 
India and how everyone 
is taking up the game for 
self defence and physi-
cal ϐitness. Mr Rai also 
shared his experiences as 
a karate enthusiast. 

Sikkim Karate and 
Kick Boxing Association 

founder, RB Rai talked 
about the origin of mar-
tial arts and informed 
about Sikkim’s perfor-
mance in various inter-
national and national 
level championships.     

Pranjal Biswakar-

ma, a karate coach from 
Rangpo, East Sikkim was 
felicitated with Black 
Belt (02nd Dan) along 
with Pravash Pradhan 
from Rhenock, East Sik-
kim who received Black 
Belt (01st Dan) and Leela 

Kumar Rai of Takathang 
who received Brown Belt 
(1st Dan).

Similarly other 
coaches from Kolkata, 
Sikkim and other places 
were also felicitated with 
various belts. 

The programme was 
also attended by karate 
trainees and their coach-
es along with Dragon 
Martial Art Karate As-
sociation members and 
local residents, reads the 
release.

Weeklong karate training camp
wraps up in Kalimpong

ZAFRI MUDASSER NOFIL
N  D , J  5 (PTI): When 
you ask CEOs, top editors and pub-
lishers whether they found time to 
read books published by their com-
petitors in the year gone by, don’t 
always expect a negative answer.

For many of them managed to 
read a lot of books brought out by 
other publishers despite having a 
busy time in 2017.

According to HarperCollins In-
dia CEO Ananth Padmanabhan, the 
three books he enjoyed the most 
were “Tom Hanks’ collection of 
short stories “Uncommon Type” 
(Penguin Random House), Tim 

Harford’s “Fifty Things That Made 
the Modern Economy” (Hachette) 
and Dan Brown’s “Origin” (Pen-
guin Random House).

He also read Walter Isaacson’s 
biography of Leonardo Da Vinci 
published by Simon & Schuster 
which he found “purely fascinating”.

The top three reads of Meru 
Gokhale, Editor-in-Chief, Literary 
Publishing, at Penguin Random 
House India, were “Ants Among 
Elephants” by Sujatha Gidla (Harp-
erCollins India), “Home Fire” by 
Kamila Shamsie (Bloomsbury In-
dia), and “Remnants of a Separa-
tion” (HarperCollins) by Aanchal 

Malhotra.
When asked about his 

favourites, Bhaskar Roy, CEO of 
Palimpsest Publishers, said the 
book that cast a spell 
on him was George 
Saunders’ “Lincoln 
in the Bardo” 
(Bloomsbury).

“The master 
short story writer 
poignantly explores 
a state between 
death and rebirth. 
Soon after the end 
of the American Civil War, when 
President Lincoln is still grappling 

with the unsettled situation, he 
sees his 11-year-old son traipsing 
into the surreal state between life 
and death. In this ϐirst novel Saun-

ders explores an area 
where ϐiction merges 
into philosophy,” he 
told PTI.

“At the oppo-
site end is Haruki 
Murakami’s irre-
pressibly irreverent 
‘Men Without Wom-
en’ (Random House) 
which brilliantly ex-

plores human relationships and 
inner crevices of doubts, dilem-

mas, follies and foibles that sum 
up an urban man’s life. This collec-
tion of short stories points to our 
vulnerabilities without leaving the 
reader sad or depressed,” he said.

“My nonϐiction reads were 
overwhelmingly topped by Rana 
Dasgupta’s ‘Notes on a Suicide’, 
an incisive quest into the dys-
functionality and delirium of the 
21st-century urban life in Europe. 
Published in Granta, this essay is 
more thought- provoking than any 
number of treatises and theories 
published this year,” he added.

The favourite books of Hemali 
Sodhi, senior vice president (mar-

keting) and publisher (children’s) 
at Penguin Random House India, 
in 2017 were “Hunger” by Roxane 
Gay (HarperCollins), Louise Pen-
ny’s “Glass Houses” (Minotaur) and 
“History of Wolves” by Emily Frid-
lund (Atlantic).

Yogesh Sharma, Vice President 
(sales & marketing) at Bloomsbury 
Publishing India too liked “Lincoln 
in the Bardo” besides “My Brilliant 
Friend” by Elena Ferrante (Euro-
pa), “Olive Kitteridge” by Elizabeth 
Strout, “We Were Liars” by E Lock-
hart (Delacorte Press) and by L S 
Hilton’s “Domina” (Penguin Ran-
dom House).

What top editors, CEOs of publishing houses read in 2017!

Rajya Sabha 
lost 34 
hours due to 
disruptions, 
functioned 
for 41 hrs
N  D , J  5 (PTI): 
The Rajya Sabha was 
today adjourned sine 
die with Chairman M 
Venkaiah Naidu urging 
members to seriously in-
trospect on their conduct 
in the House which lost 
almost 34 hours due to 
frequent disruptions.

The Rajya Sabha, 
which had 13 sittings 
during the winter session 
that started on December 
15, saw the passage of 
nine government bills.

Ahead of adjourning 
the House sine die at 1 
PM in the presence of 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, Naidu said the 
session had its highs and 
lows, but lamented that 
it ended up losing some 
degree of esteem on ac-
count of disruptions.

“It is unfortunate that 
despite discharging its 
responsibilities to a great 
extent, the august House 
ends up losing some de-
gree of the esteem of the 
people on account of dis-
ruptions and substantial 
loss of functional time.

“Intense and pas-
sionate submissions and 
debates are the order of 
democracy, but disrup-
tions are certainly not. I 
urge upon members to 
seriously introspect in 
this regard,” he said.

Naidu also said it was 
“an opportunity for all of 
us to review, recall and in-
trospect” about how the 
proceedings have been 
conducted in the House.

This, he said, was the 
ϐirst full session after he 
took over as the Chairman 
and it could have been bet-
ter than what it proved.

Naidu said though 
Parliament was a politi-
cal institution, it “cannot 
be an extension of pol-
itics in its typical sense 
which is marked by deep 
divisions and acrimony.”

Parliament is an im-
portant institution for 
furthering the shared 
socio-economic goals of 
the nation, critical to ful-
ϐilling the aspirations of 
citizens, he said.

“The legislatures of 
our country including 
the apex Parliament need 
to quickly evolve the way 
we conduct our proceed-
ings so as to meet the 
needs of our evolving na-
tion,” he said.

Naidu said 19 private 
members’ bills were in-
troduced and one was 
discussed at length.

During the ϐive days 
when Question Hour was 
taken up, he said as many 
as 46 starred questions 
were orally answered 
and 51 members made 
Zero Hour submissions 
and another 28 made 
special mentions.

T -
, J  5 (PTI): Veteran 

CPI(M) leader and Ker-
ala Chief Minister Pina-
rayi Vijayan has lavished 
praise on North Kore-
an leader Kim Jong-un 
for putting up a “tough” 
resistance against “im-
perialist” America bet-
ter than the Commu-
nist-ruled China.

Addressing a CPI(M) 
district committee meet 
at Kozhikode on Wednes-
day, he said North Korea 
was showcasing a better 

example in defending 
“imperialist” forces.

The CPI(M) polit bu-
reau member also said 
there was a general crit-
icism that China’s ϐight 
against imperialist forces 

was not living up to the ex-
pectations of the people.

“North Korea has 
been adopting a tough 
anti-US stand.

North Korea has suc-
cessfully withstood the 

pressure exerted by the 
US,” Vijayan said.

The chief minister’s 
statement came days 
after a ϐlex board of the 
North Korean leader, 
brought out as part of a 
programme of CPI(M) in 
Idukki district, was re-
moved by the party after 
it triggered a controversy.

The local leaders of 
the Left party later clari-
ϐied that Kim’s photo was 
included by “mistake”.

Kim, in his New Year’s 
Day address, has said 

North Korea’s nuclear 
weapons can reach any-
where in the US and threat-
ened that he has a nuclear 
button on his desk.

Hitting back, US 
President Donald Trump 
on Wednesday warned 
that his “nuclear button” 
is “much bigger and 
more powerful” than the 
one controlled by Kim 
as the White House said 
it was keeping all its 
options on the table to 
curb Pyongyang’s atomic 
programme.

Kerala CM praises Kim Jong-un’s “tough” anti-US stand 

REBYNA RANA
G , 05 J :

Sikkim Amateur Taekwondo 
Association [SATA] felicitated 

the participants and coaches of 
the recently held National Ju-
nior Kyorugi and 10th Nation-
al Junior Poomsae Taekwondo 
Championship at Chhattisgarh 
from 27-31 Dec 2017. The fe-
licitation programme was held 
today here at SATA ofϐice in the 
capital.

Eighteen participants from 
SATA including three coaches, 
two managers and one technical 
ofϐicer had gone to represent the 
State where the Sikkim Poom-
sae team had managed to secure 
ϐirst position. 

Sikkim Poomsae team 
grabbed eight gold and one sil-
ver medal. 

The eight gold medalists 
are; Sulochana Limboo, Abisek 
Gurung, Sulochana Limboo, Pri-
yadarshini Jyoti Bania, Abisek 
Pradhan, Jigdel Jangpo Bhuita. 

Abisek Gurung and Priya-
darshini Jyoti Bania won two 

gold medals each in different 
events. 

The team was accompanied 
by Gangaram Pradhan as the 
Poomsae coach, Lata Pradhan 
and R Lepcha as team manager, 
Dawa Tamang and Sabina Sun-
das as Kyorugi coaches while 
Amit Pradhan was the technical 

ofϐicial from Sikkim. 
The Poomsae team was 

trained by Master Trilok Subba, 
Rajen Subba, Gangaram Prad-
han and Saroj Gurung.

SATA assistant chief coach, 
Rajen Subba congratulated the 
team for making the State proud 
and thanked the team for win-

ning laurels for the State. 
Next, the team is scheduled 

to participate in the Sub-Junior 
Championship in Maharashtra 
in February.  

The program was also at-
tended by the parents of the 
participants along with SATA 
members.

SATA felicitates Sikkim Poomsae team 

S , J  5 (PTI): 
Shillong Lajong and 
Chennai City FC played 
out a goalless draw in 
a Hero I-League match 
at the JN Stadium, here 
today.

It was Lajong who 
had the upper hand in 
both the halves with 
some dominating foot-
ball but failed to ϐind the 
back of the net.

Lajong made two 
changes in their starting 
line-up as Alen Deory 
replaced captain Samuel 
Lalmuanpuia and Ken-
star Kharsong was hand-
ed his I-League debut in 
place of experienced de-
fender Juho Oh.

It was the home side 
who were dominating 
straight from the kick-off 
as they enjoyed most of 
the ball possession.

Ivory Coast striker 
Abdoulaye Kofϐi had the 
ϐirst chance of the game 
in the third minute mark 
when Alen’s through ball 
fell at his feet and he 
launched his shot, but 
the ball went straight 
into the hands of the 
Chennai City keeper.

Four minutes later 
Kofϐi was again in the 
thick of things as Re-
deem’s cross from the 
left found him, but the 
striker failed to connect 
well.

The inclusion of Alen 
seemed to be the right 
move for the Reds as the 
striker was ϐinding the 
majority of the ball on 
the right ϐlank and was 
allowed to make his blis-
tering runs.

The hosts were en-
joying the majority of 
the possession in the 
attacking half and were 
creating chances from 
set pieces but none of the 
efforts were threatening 
enough.

Hardy soon went for 
a long ranger on his own 
but the ball fell straight 
into the keeper’s hands. 
Lajong had some follow 

up corners, but the Chen-
nai defence was strong 
enough to clear out the 
danger.

Laurence then re-
ceived a yellow card and 
went into the referee’s 
book for a foul on Joachim.

Lajong started the 
second half right where 
they left off.

Substitute Samuel 
Lalmuanpuia shot one 
from distance but his 
shot went over the post 
without creating any 
trouble for the Chennai 
keeper.

Kofϐi then dribbled 
past three Chennai de-
fenders but failed to keep 
his shot on target.

Chennai too had a 
few opportunities in the 
hosts’ box but they didn’t 
manage to test Lajong’s 
keeper Phurba who rare-
ly had to make a save.

In the 78th min-
ute Lajong had their 
best chance of the half. 
Aiman’s cross from the 
left was intended for Kof-
ϐi, but the forward failed 
to connect and the goal-
keeper had to come up 
with a brilliant save to 
keep Lajong off scoring.

Seconds later it was 
Alen Deory who had a 
brilliant chance to open 
the scoring, but the for-
ward’s venomous shot 
hit the bar.

The hosts went on an 
attacking spree looking for 
a goal in the dying minutes 
of the game but all their 
attacks were cleared away 
by the visitors.

In the second minute 
of four additional min-
utes Lajong had their last 
chance to secure three 
points at home. Samu-
el Lalmuanpuia’s per-
fect freekick from thirty 
yards fell straight into 
the heads of Kofϐi, but 
the striker’s header went 
wide of the post.

Lajong will now host 
AIFF developmental side 
Indian Arrows January 8 
here.

Lajong, Chennai play 
out goalless draw
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S , J  5 (AFP): Nu-
clear-armed North Korea 
today accepted the South’s 
offer of talks next week, 
hours after Seoul and 
Washington agreed to de-
fer joint military exercises 
which always infuriate 
Pyongyang until after the 
Winter Olympics.

The meeting, the ϐirst 
since December 2015, 
will take place in Pan-
munjom, the truce village 
in the heavily fortiϐied 
Demilitarised Zone that 
divides the peninsula.

Tensions have been high 
after the North carried out 
multiple missile launches in 
2017, including a number of 
ICBMs, and its sixth atomic 
test, by far its most powerful 
to date.

The tentative rap-
prochement comes after 
the North’s leader Kim 
Jong-Un warned in his 
New Year speech that he 
had a nuclear button on 
his desk, but at the same 

time offered Seoul an ol-
ive branch, saying Pyong-
yang could send a team 
to next month’s Winter 
Olympics in the South.

Seoul responded with 
an offer of talks between 
the two, and earlier this 
week the hotline between 
them was restored after 
being suspended for al-
most two years.

Yesterday, the South’s 
President Moon Jae-In 

and his US counterpart 
Donald Trump agreed to 
delay the giant Foal Eagle 
and Key Resolve joint mil-
itary drills until after the 
Winter Olympics, which 
begin in Pyeongchang on 
February 9.

That announcement 
came hours after Trump 
said high-level talks be-
tween North and South 
would be “a good thing”.

A uniϐication ministry 

ofϐicial told AFP that the 
North faxed a message to 
Seoul accepting the pro-
posal for talks on Tuesday.

Ministry spokesman 
Baek Tae-Hyun told jour-
nalists that the agenda 
would include the Pyeo-
ngchang Olympics “and 
the issue of improving in-
ter-Korean relations”.

Who would attend 
and the size of the delega-
tions would be settled by 

fax, he said.
“I understand the 

North is also going to have 
talks with the Internation-
al Olympic Committee next 
week,” he added.

Last year saw fears of 
conϐlict spike, with Kim 
and Trump trading per-
sonal insults and threats 
of war, and the US presi-
dent responded to Kim’s 
New Year message with 
a Tweet that his nuclear 
button was “much big-
ger and more powerful”, 
prompting scorn and 
alarm from analysts.

Concerns over North 
Korea have overshadowed 
the Winter Games, which 
Seoul and the organisers 
have proclaimed a “peace 
Olympics”, urging Pyong-
yang to participate, unlike 
the 1988 Summer Olym-
pics in the South, which it 
boycotted.

Tensions always rise 
during the annual drills, 
which Pyongyang con-

demns as preparations 
for invasion and often 
responds to with provo-
cations. Beijing and Mos-
cow both see the exercis-
es as adding to regional 
tensions.

But recent days have 
seen a rare softening of 
tone on both sides.

Announcing the delay 
to the drills, the White 
House said in a state-
ment: “The two leaders 
agreed to de-conϐlict the 
Olympics and our military 
exercises so that United 
States and Republic of 
Korea forces can focus on 
ensuring the security of 
the Games.” 

US Defence Secretary 
Jim Mattis later said the 
drills would take place 
some time after the 
Paralympics, which end 
on March 18.

He insisted the post-
ponement was for prac-
tical rather than political 
reasons, citing the im-

portance of the Olympics 
for South Korea’s tourist 
industry, and added that 
Washington would not 
lower pressure on Pyong-
yang in other areas.

North Korea’s young 
leader has shrugged off 
multiple sets of new Unit-
ed Nations Security Coun-
cil sanctions -- including 
restrictions on coal sales 
and petroleum imports 
-- and heightened rheto-
ric from Washington as 
his regime drives forward 
with its weapons pro-
grammes, which it says 
are intended to defend 
against US aggression.

And the US ambas-
sador to the United Na-
tions Nikki Haley struck a 
cautious tone earlier this 
week.

“We won’t take any of 
the talks seriously if they 
don’t do something to 
ban all nuclear weapons 
in North Korea,” she said 
Tuesday.

North Korea accepts South’s offer of talks next week

North Korea hit one of its own cities during a botched ballistic missile test last year, according to a report. A Hwasong-12 inter-
mediate-range ballistic missile was launched from North Korea’s Pukchang Airϐield on 28 April. It ϐlew around 24 miles to the 

northeast before failing and coming down on the city of Tokchon, according to news website The Diplomat. The missile struck a 
complex of industrial or agricultural facilities in the city, which is about two hours from the North Korean capital. Citing satellite im-
agery, The Diplomat said there were also residential and commercial buildings nearby and people in them would likely have heard 
the explosion. It was not known if there were casualties.

K , J  5 (PTI): 
Two Hindu brothers 
were today shot dead 
outside their grain shop 
by bike-borne robbers 
in Tharparkar district of 
Pakistan’s Sindh prov-
ince, triggering protests 
from the minority com-
munity.

The victims, identi-
ϐied as Dileep Kumar and 
Chandar Maheshwari 
were grain traders. They 
were opening their shop 
in the grain market in 
Mithi area of the district 
when the incident took 
place, the Express Tri-
bune reported.

According to police, 
in the ϐirst ever robbery 
incident in the city, bike-
borne dacoits tried to 
snatch the money from 
the brothers, but when 
they resisted, the rob-

bers shot them.
Following the inci-

dent, traders shut their 
business in Hindu-domi-
nated areas in the district 
in protest and people 
blocked main roads and 
staged sit-ins, leading to 
trafϐic jams.

Local people alleged 
that police reached late 
at the spot as most of 
the personnel have been 
deployed in Mirpurkhas 
for the security arrange-
ment of a rally organised 
by the Pakistan Peoples’ 
Party (PPP), where for-
mer President Asif Ali 
Zardari is supposed to 
address, the report said.

Meanwhile, Sindh 
Home Minister Sohail 
Anwar Siyal directed the 
Senior Superintendent 
of Police of Umerkot to 
probe the killing.

Two Pakistani
Hindu businessmen 
shot dead in Sindh

K , J  4 (AFP): A 
suicide attacker blew him-
self up near a crowd of 
police and protesters in 
Kabul today, killing at least 
11 people and wounding 
25 others, ofϐicials said, in 
the latest deadly violence 
to bring carnage to the Af-
ghan capital.

There was no imme-
diate claim of responsi-
bility for the attack which 
happened during a pro-
test following the death 
of a shopkeeper during a 
police operation target-
ing alcohol bootleggers, 
an unnamed ofϐicial said.

“A suicide attacker has 
detonated himself... close 
to a number of police who 
were trying to provide 
security for an ongoing 
protest,” deputy interior 
ministry spokesman Nas-
rat Rahimi told AFP.

Health ministry 
spokesman Wahid Ma-
jroh told AFP that 11 
bodies had been taken to 
hospitals around the city 
along with 25 wounded.

Majroh added that 
the toll could rise.

Kabul police spokes-
man Basir Mujahid said 
the suicide bomber had 
targeted police ofϐicers, 
ϐive of whom were killed 
and another 11 wounded.

“He detonated his 
vest very close to police 
who were trying to stop 
the protesters,” Mujahid 
told AFP.

A security source 

11 killed, 25 wounded in Kabul suicide attack’

who spoke to AFP on the 
condition of anonymity 
said 20 people had been 
killed and 20 wounded in 
the attack, but that high-
er toll could not be im-
mediately conϐirmed.

Footage shown on 
Afghanistan’s Tolo News 
showed men, purported-
ly shopkeepers, gathered 
on a street during the 
day, angrily denying they 

were bootleggers.
Afghans are prohib-

ited from selling or con-
suming alcohol in the 
Muslim-majority country.

President Ashraf 
Ghani condemned the 
“barbaric attack” and or-
dered an investigation, 
according to a statement 
from the presidential 
palace.

The deadly assault 

comes a week after more 
than 40 people were 
killed and dozens more 
wounded in a suicide 
blast claimed by the Is-
lamic State group that 
targeted Shiites in Kabul.

It was the third dead-
ly attack claimed by the 
group in the Afghan capi-
tal in December.

The capital has be-
come one of the dead-

liest places in war-torn 
Afghanistan for civilians 
in recent months, as the 
Taliban step up their at-
tacks and IS seeks to ex-
pand its presence in the 
country.

Last week’s assault 
came days after a suicide 
bomber killed six civil-
ians in a Christmas Day 
attack near an Afghan 
intelligence agency com-
pound in the city, which 
was also claimed by IS.

On December 18 mil-
itants from the group 
stormed an intelligence 
training compound in Ka-
bul, triggering an intense 
gunϐight with police, two 
of whom were wounded.

Security in Kabul has 
been ramped up since 
May 31 when a mas-
sive truck bomb ripped 
through the diplomat-

ic quarter, killing some 
150 people and wound-
ing around 400 others 
-- mostly civilians. No 
group has yet claimed 
that attack.

Despite the increased 
security measures mil-
itants continue to plan 
and carry out devastat-
ing attacks.

Yesterday Afghan-
istan’s spy agency an-
nounced it had busted a 
13-member IS cell in Ka-
bul that had been hatch-
ing “a series of big terror-
ist attacks” in the city.

The Middle Eastern 
jihadist group has gained 
ground in Afghanistan 
since it ϐirst appeared in 
the region in 2015 and has 
scaled up its attacks in Ka-
bul, including on security 
installations and the coun-
try’s Shiite minority.

US freezes 
over $1 bn 
military 
aid to Pak 
over terror 
inaction
W , J  5 
(PTI): Putting Pakistan 
on notice, the US on 
Thursday suspended over 
USD 1.15 billion in securi-
ty aid and the supply of 
military equipment to it 
for failing to clamp down 
on the dreaded Afghan 
Taliban and the Haqqani 
Network terror groups 
and dismantle their sanc-
tuaries on its soil.

The freezing of all 
security assistance to Pa-
kistan comes after Pres-
ident Donald Trump in 
a New Year’s Day tweet 
accused the country of 
giving nothing to the US 
but “lies and deceit” and 
providing “safe haven” 
to terrorists in return for 
USD 33 billion aid over 
the last 15 years.

The suspended 
amount also include USD 
255 million in Foreign Mili-
tary Funding (FMF) for the 
ϐiscal year 2016 as man-
dated by the Congress.

In addition, the De-
partment of Defense has 
suspended the entire USD 
900 million of the Coali-
tion Support Funds (CSF) 
money to Pakistan for the 
ϐiscal year 2017 and other 
unspent money from pre-
vious ϐiscal years.

“Today we can conϐirm 
that we are suspending na-
tional security assistance 
only, to Pakistan at this 
time until the Pakistani 
government takes decisive 
action against groups, in-
cluding the Afghan Taliban 
and the Haqqani Network,” 
State Department Spokes-
person Heather Nauert 
told reporters.

“We consider them 
(terror groups) to be de-
stabilising the region and 
also targeting US person-
nel. The US will suspend 
that kind of security assis-
tance to Pakistan,” she said.
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EtCETERA

A R C T I C   C I R C L E  - HALLATT

B A B Y   B L U E S  - KIRKMAN & SCOTT

L O C K H O R N S  - HOEST & REINER

ARIES: You’re apt to be in a very 
joyous mood today, Aries, and it’s 
going to show on your face. This 
isn’t going to go unnoticed by 
the people you meet. You could 
make some new friends, and, if 
you aren’t currently romantically 
involved, you might actually meet 
an interesting potential love part-
ner. This person is apt to be very 
polite and polished, not to mention 
smart! Be cordial, be nice, and en-
joy your day.   
TAURUS: Today you might host 
a gathering of people interested in 
psychic or metaphysical matters, 
Taurus. A very special guest could 
give a talk or lead a discussion 
group. This could be fascinating 
for everyone present. You’ll gain 
a reputation as a wonderful host, 
even though all you really do is 

pass out cookies and pour the cof-
fee. You, above all, should have a 
great time and enjoy talking with 
your friends. Have fun!  
GEMINI: Writing may be one of 
your main focuses for today, Gem-
ini. You have a lot of information 
to impart to anyone who might 
be interested in what you have to 
say. You could try your hand at a 
magazine article or perhaps fi ction 
or poetry. However, even if all 
you write at this time is a letter to 
your cousin, what you say will un-
doubtedly be bright, gripping, and 
certainly very interesting. Go to it!  
CANCER: Professional interests 
continue to expand, Cancer, and 
you’re managing to keep very 
busy. Your income is rising, and 
you could be achieving a certain 
prominence in your fi eld. None-

theless, you could be looking 
for new opportunities. The fi eld 
you’re in now may not be one that 
you want to continue for the next 
20 years. This is therefore a good 
day to put out a few feelers and test 
the waters. You might be surprised 
at the opportunities out there. 
LEO: Travel in the company of a 
close companion might be loom-
ing over the horizon, Leo. In fact, 
you might be leaving pretty soon, 
and you’re probably growing ex-
cited. Some surprising develop-
ments could come up during the 
course of this journey, and thus it’s 
likely to shape up to be more than 
a simple vacation. Make sure you 
look your best, don’t hold back on 
what you want to do, and have fun.  
VIRGO: An unexpected lucky 
break could come your way to-

day, Virgo - something you would 
never have expected in a hundred 
years. It could seem like a dream 
come true, yet it could disrupt your 
life in some way. You might fi nd 
yourself facing a choice: go for it 
and change your entire way of life 
or let it go and take the risk that 
another great opportunity might 
never appear. Who said life was 
easy? Think about it!    
LIBRA: If you aren’t current-
ly romantically involved, Libra, 
today you could meet someone 
who shows a lot of promise. Work 
might be involved in some way, 
and it’s also possible that this per-
son has been living in your neigh-
borhood for a long time. A friend 
could introduce you to each other. 
You’ll probably spend at least an 
hour talking, and will probably 

make arrangements to meet again.  
SCORPIO: Some kind of unex-
pected shakeup could take place 
today, Scorpio, and you could fi nd 
yourself suddenly being off ered 
more money or responsibilities. 
This might be just the break you’ve 
been waiting for, but it could take 
you so much by surprise that you 
might ask for time to think about 
it. Don’t think for too long, how-
ever, because they might give the 
break to someone else!  
SAGITTARIUS:  Today you 
might attend at least one festive 
social occasion, Sagittarius, and 
therefore you may meet some very 
interesting people in unusual pro-
fessions, such as fi lm or TV. Ex-
pect to hear some bizarre stories, 
some of them true, others that are 
clearly exaggerated. Out of all this 

friendly banter and tale telling, 
however, you could acquire some 
useful information. Make a note of 
it so you’ll be able to remember it 
later.  
CAPRICORN: Your level of 
health and physical well-being is 
likely to be very high, Capricorn, 
and thus you’re probably glowing. 
As a result, you might fi nd that 
those around you pay more atten-
tion to what you’re saying than 
they usually do. You’ll also fi nd 
that your mind is especially sharp, 
and you’re apt to be exceptional-
ly quick on the uptake. Therefore, 
you might absorb a lot more from 
what you hear than you normally 
do. Make a note of it!  
AQUARIUS: You might be feel-
ing especially adventurous today, 
Aquarius. The same old streets 

and buildings in the same old town 
might suddenly seem to be closing 
in on you. Therefore, you might 
just grab a close friend or signifi -
cant other, hop in the car, and take 
off  for the mountains or the ocean. 
You probably need a break. You’ve 
been working very hard and prob-
ably could benefi t from some time 
in open country. Go for it!  
PISCES: An intense dream or 
vision could result in a spiritual 
breakthrough of some kind, Pi-
sces, and you might spend much 
of the day in a bit of a daze, trying 
to make sense of it. You might see 
if you can fi nd a few books on the 
subject, because all signs suggest 
that reading could bring a lot of 
useful information your way today. 
You might also want to write down 
an account of your experience.
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is facing it’s worst winter 
in more than 20 years with 
temperatures reaching -43C 
and more than 2 ft of snow, 
transport and infrastructure has 
been badly effected and more 
than 100,000 people have been 
evacuated after their homes 
collapsed under heavy snow. 
2011- Witches Curse 
Romania Government:  
The Romanian government 
reformed their tax code to 
include such occupations as 
fortune teller, astrologer, and 
witch into the category of self-
employed, forcing those who 
identify as such to pay taxes 
for the ϐirst time. This action 
prompted some self-identifying 
witches to threaten to curse 
the government for their 
actions, while others praised 
the government for the ofϐicial 
recognition of their crafts.
2013- Pakistan Drone Attack 
Kills Militants: A US drone 
attack in South Waziristan 
killed eight suspected militants 
according to ofϐicials in Pakistan. 
2014- Dennis Rodman 
Visits North Korea: Former 
basketball player Dennis 
Rodman arrived in North Korea 
with a team of other former 
NBA players for a game that 
would mark Leader Kim Jong-
Un’s birthday. Rodman has 
been criticized for failing to 
address human rights issues in 
the country and claims that he 
is friends with the North Korea 
leader.

06   JANUARY 
1912- New Mexico: New 
Mexico is admitted into the 
United States as the 47th state 
1919- President Theodore 
Roosevelt: President Theodore 
Roosevelt passed away. He 
died in his estate home in 
Long Island, New York. He 
had took over ofϐice at age 
43 after President McKinley 
was assassinated. He was the 
youngest president ever to take 
on the ofϐice of President of the 
United States. 
2000- UK Major Flu Outbreak: 
A major ϐlu outbreak in the UK 
causes problems with NHS 
hospitals stretched to the 
limit, many hospitals have 
been forced to cancel all non-
emergency surgery and many 
hospitals intensive care beds 
are full and are now facing a 
shortage of beds, the outbreak 
is being blamed on the poor 
take up of of ϐlu vaccine shots. 
2001- George W. Bush Wins: 
After a ϐive-week long debate 
regarding Florida voting ballots, 
George W. Bush was ϐinally 
declared ofϐicial winner of the 
Presidential election. This was 
one of the closest presidential 
election races in U.S. history.
2006- China Worst Storm 
In 25 Years: Western China 

Rajinikanth and Akshay 
Kumar will soon be seen 

together in the ϐilm 2.0. The 
ϐilm will showcase two of 
the biggest superstars of 
our country together. 2.0 is 
a science ϐiction and will in-
volve a lot of visual effects. It 
is being said that 2.0 will be 
one of the biggest openers of 
2018. The ϐilm that is being 
made with a massive budget 
will mark Akshay Kumar’s 
Tamil debut.

The ϐilm’s trailer will be 
launched at the Natchathira 
Vizha 2018 in Malaysia on 

January 6, which will be 
graced with the presence 
of Rajinikanth as well. 
South ϐilm critic Sreedhar 
Pillai shared the news 
on his Twitter account by 
saying, “#2PointO teaser 
to be released at the 
#NatchathiraVizha2018, 
Malaysia on Jan 6, says @
Karthi_Ofϐl . @superstarrajini 
will be there at the event.” 
The ϐilm was initially going 
to be released during Diwali 
2017; however, it has now 
been slated for an April 2018 
release. 

TRAILER OF RAJINIKANTH AND AKSHAY KUMAR’S 2.0 TO BE OUT ON 6TH JAN

The night is dark and full 
of terrors, one of them 

being that the ϐinal season 
of Game of Thrones will only 
have six episodes. According 
to HBO, season 8 of the me-
dieval fantasy series will air 
in 2019 and be four episodes 
shorter than all of its other 
previous seasons.

Fans took to Twitter to 
react to the news and express 
their excitement for the the 
highly-anticipated last sea-
son. GOT devotees also didn’t 
hold back from sharing their 
disproval of having to wait 
more than a year to see the ϐi-

nal battle for the Iron Throne 
go down.

Sophie Turner who plays 

Sansa Stark in the highly ac-
claimed series opened up about 
shooting the ϐinal season during 

an interview with The Holly-
wood Reporter last month.

“The day where we had 
the ϐinal read-through for 
the ϐinals script, it was real-
ly bittersweet. It was hard,” 
the 21-year-old star recalled. 
“At the end of the very last 
script, they read aloud, ‘End 
of Game of Thrones.’ As soon 
as they read that out loud, 
pretty much everyone burst 
into tears. There was a stand-
ing ovation for [showrun-
ners David Benioff and Dan 
Weiss]. We were all clapping 
and cheering. It was amazing. 
It was the ϐirst time every 

single cast member had been 
there and sat through all of 
the scripts for season 8.”

“I was proud of David 
and Dan, and I was looking 
around at all of the other cast 
members around the table, 
nodding at them and saying: 
‘Well done. We’ve done it.’ It 
was the craziest feeling,” she 
continued. “It’s the biggest 
project we’ll ever do. We’ve 
put our hearts and souls into 
it. Saying goodbye to it means 
putting parts of our hearts 
and souls behind. But we also 
know we’ve given it every-
thing that we’ve got.”

GAME OF THRONES’ SIX-EPISODE FINAL SEASON WILL AIR IN 2019

Justin Timberlake has re-
turned with his new single 

“Filthy.” The Grammy winner, 
36, released the edgy new 
track a few minutes before 
Friday.

“Filthy” is the ϐirst single off 
Timberlake’s forthcoming LP 
Man of the Woods, his fourth 
full-length album after Justi-
ϐied, Future Sex/Love Sounds 
and The 20/20 Experience.

The video begins with ap-
plause from a crowd as Tim-
berlake arrives dressed like 
Steve Jobs and introducing 
an artiϐicial intelligence cre-
ation that proceeds to amaze 
the crowd with its ability to 
move and dance.

Timberlake shared the 
video on Twitter as well, 
writing, “This song should be 

played very loud.”
The new record — a rock-

tinged set said to be inspired 
by his relationship with wife 
Jessica Biel and 2-year-old 
son Silas — will drop Feb. 2 
and features collaborations 
with longtime producer Tim-
baland, country star Chris 
Stapleton and Alicia Keys. 
Then, two days later, Tim-
berlake will headline the Su-
per Bowl LII Halftime show. 
Ahead of Man of the Woods’s 
release, Timberlake will 
tease fans with three more 
promotional singles and mu-
sic videos.

JUSTIN TIMBERLAKE RETURNS 
WITH NEW SINGLE ‘FILTHY’


