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USHA LACHUNGPA
G , 04 O : Twenty years 
ago, I was on one of my many forays 
into the Cold Desert in North Sikkim. 
It was the December of 1997. The 
usual schedule during spring days 
was a customary halt at the Thangu 
Forest Rest House (with our lying 
mammal, the Long-eared Bat colony 
in its roof, unknowingly setting a si-
lent record of the highest altitude bat 
in Sikkim and possibly the world), 
followed by a trek into Lashar valley, 
then back to Thangu, then the visit to 
the three Great Lakes - Gyam Tsona, 
Gurudongmar and Tso Lhamo, and 
time-permitting our Teesta’s source, 
Khangchung Tso, to check on the wa-
terfowl in the lakes; and a sojourn 
into Lhonak Valley. 

It was part of a PhD study in the 
trans-Himalayas and Alpine Grass-
lands of North Sikkim under the 
Grassland Ecology Project of BNHS, 
possible only due to the large-heart-

ed hospitality of Aj. Chingya’s family 
in Lashar, Aj. Donkung Nyima’s on 
the Tso Lhamo Plateau and Aj. Tsog-
ya in Muguthang. Each tour was for 
at least about a fortnight.

All over India, bird-watchers and 
scientists were busy with the Asian 
Waterfowl Count, as winter is the 
time when migratory birds we know 
as “Karaang-Kuruung” ly down the 
great East-Asian Australasian Flyway 
into the warm regions of the Indian 
subcontinent all the way to Sri Lanka. 
In Sikkim, our high altitude lakes are 
mere stop-over sites for these leg-
endary migrants protected under the 
International Ramsar Convention to 
which India is also signatory. 

As usual, after an early breakfast 
and some packed food, I visited the 
lakes that day. We normally halted 
below the lake and trekked the short 
but tough-on-lungs walk up through 
vast colonies of Himalayan Marmots 
and Woolly Hares. In spring, it was a 

sight to behold, the Marmots gambol-
ing around nibbling on the rich alpine 
vegetation whistling to each other, div-
ing down their dens when we got too 
close, their young chasing each other 
until a shrill call from a parent would 
send then scuttling down the nearest 
hole in the ground, away from the Gold-
en Eagle gliding overhead or perhaps 
a Tibetan Fox; or the sudden run-and-
freeze-and-vanish into the landscape 
habits of the Woolly Hares that would 
let you reach within hand-touching dis-
tance before exploding into motion. 

The lake itself would inevitably have 
the most recently arrived Karaang-Ku-
ruungs, usually Bar-headed Geese, 
Pintails, a few Pochards, the inevitable 
Brahminy Shelduck and some small 
waders on the banks. If I was lucky, 
there would even be a few Seagulls 
(yes, SEAGULLS) loating around the 
milky waters of their short-stay home. 
These were scenes straight out of Na-
tional Geographic documentary. 

Most of these species are protect-
ed under the Indian Wildlife (Protec-
tion) Act, the whole area classi ied as 
Reserve Forest. The area then was 
off limits to tourism; only a privi-
leged few could visit.

That winter day, when all these 
glorious animals had happily hiber-
nated for the season deep in their 
dens, I reached Gurudongmar Tso, 
home to the world’s highest altitude 
amphibian the Boulenger’s Toad, 
and was shocked to see three huge 
car-parks razed into the landscape 
burying forever scores of lives. My 
old jalopy could actually climb up to 
the lake on a freshly made dirt track 
capable of hosting large vehicles like 
trucks. Before that, at Giagong Gate, I 
was a bit miffed to be handed a tick-
et/pass to “Guru Nanak Jheel” which 
I did not take, being on government 
duty in a government vehicle. Today, 
I wish I had taken one just as a sam-
ple. There was not a single bird, in the 

waters, the land or sky. Instead there 
were a lot of hoardings and pen-
nants proclaiming a faith that was 
not there before. A gigantic gaudily 
painted structure replaced a small 
Buddhist incense burning ‘Sangbur’, 
there were toilets, a cemented court-
yard, marble plaques cemented into 
walls and even a bathing room. As I 
miserably surveyed the area where 
a deathly silence now had settled, I 
mourned the loss of countless inno-
cent lives that had made this place 
the wildlife paradise it once was.

On this occasion of Wildlife Week 
2017, when the people have inally 
woken to reclaim their land, I ded-
icate this awakening to the count-
less lost lives that once enlivened 
the surrounds of Gurudongmar Tso, 
the holiest of lakes of North Sikkim, 
and pray that good sense prevails 
and that we may in a few years see 
the wildlife return to reclaim their 
homes, free from fear at last.

ON THE OCCASION OF WILDLIFE WEEK 02-08 OCT 2017

A dedication to a lost habitat and lost lives in North Sikkim

Petrol price 
down Rs 2.5 
a litre, diesel 
by Rs 2.25
N  D , O  4 (PTI): 
Petrol price was today 
cut by Rs 2.5 per litre and 
diesel by Rs 2.25 follow-
ing the reduction in ex-
cise duty on auto fuels.

Petrol in Delhi now 
costs Rs 68.38 a litre, 
down from Rs 70.88. A 
litre of diesel now comes 
for Rs 56.89 as against Rs 
59.14 previously, accord-
ing to Indian Oil Corp 
(IOC), the nation’s larg-
est fuel retailer.

The government 
had yesterday cut excise 
duty on petrol and diesel 
by Rs 2 per litre each to 
moderate the relentless 
rise in fuel prices over 
the last three months.

IOC Director (Finance) 
A K Sharma said the cut in 
retail selling price is high-
er after factoring in its im-
pact on VAT.

As things stand, ex-
cise duty is levied on fuel 
produced ex-re inery. Lo-
cal sales tax or VAT is lev-
ied on the total of ex-re-
inery cost plus excise 

duty and commission 
paid to dealers.

So, till yesterday the 
VAT on petrol in Delhi 
was Rs 15.07 while today 
it stands at Rs 14.54. On 
diesel, VAT today is Rs 
8.41 per litre as against 
Rs 8.73 previously.

The excise duty cut 
paused the relentless 
rise in rates witnessed 
since July 4. While petrol 
prices had increased by 
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Sikkim University is 
hosting a two-day 

conference on “national 
identity of Indian Ne-
palis” here on 06 and 07 
October, a press commu-
niqué from the Registrar, 
SU, informs.

More than 40 Indian 
Nepalis who have made 
a name for themselves 
at the national and inter-
national level in ields as 
diverse as literature, mu-
sic, journalism, drama, 
sports, ilmmaking, army 
etc will be attending the 

conference and sharing 
their stories of “struggle 
and success” with youth 
of the State, “and through 
them to the youth of the 
entire country”, the re-
lease adds.

The sole purpose, 
the release details, is to 
inspire the youth to be-
come “achievers and not 
losers”.

National identity 
of the Indian Nepalis, 
the release points out, 
is an “age-old issue”, 
with them being consid-
ered “foreigners, immi-

SU conference on
National Identity of

Indian Nepalis
VISHNU NEOPANEY
G , 04 O :

With the panchayat 
elections kicking 

into gear with the Model 
Code of Conduct of icial-
ly coming into force yes-
terday all over the State 
with the declaration of 
dates, the process moved 
up one more notch today 
with the irst nomination 
papers getting iled today.

The State Election 
Commission is holding 
the panchayat polls for 
113 territorial constitu-
encies for Zilla Pancha-

yats and 183 Gram Pan-
chayats comprising of 
1,038 Panchayat wards, 
excluding the two Dzum-
sas of North Sikkim.

As informed by the 
District Collector [West], 
Kapil Meena, who is also 
the District Returning 
Of icer for the pancha-
yat polls, one nomina-
tion was iled today for 
Gyalshing Territorial Zilla 
Panchayat. This was by an 
independent candidate.

South Sikkim also saw 
the iling of a nomination 
paper, for Damthang 

Gram Panchayat Unit by 
Passang Lachen Sher-
pa on reserved seat as a 
Sikkim Democratic Front 
candidate.

District Collector and 
District Returning Of icer 
[South], Raj Kumar Yadav 
informed that only one 
nomination paper from 
Damthang Gram Pancha-
yat Unit was received by 
the DAC, adding that no 
one has iled nomination 
for Territorial Zilla Pan-
chayat in South District 
as of now.

Meanwhile in North 

and East Sikkim no nom-
inations were iled day. 

District Returning 
Of icer [East], Prabha-
kar Verma told Summit 
Times that under his ju-
risdiction no nominations 
were iled on the second 
day for both Territorial 
Zilla Panchayat and Gram 
Panchayat Unit.

State Election Com-
mission, in a noti ication 
issued yesterday, called 
upon all the Panchayat 
wards of Gram Panchayats 
and all the Territorial Con-
stituencies of Zilla Pancha-

yats in the State to elect 
new members to the Gram 
and Zilla Panchayats.  

The Model Code of 
Conduct for the ensu-
ing two-tier Panchayats 
came into force from 
yesterday after the State 
Election Commission no-
ti ied the process of elec-
tion on 23 Sept. 

The State Election 
Commissioner, in a press 
statement last month, 
had announced that the 
two-tier Panchayat elec-
tions will be held on 03 

PANCHAYAT POLLS NOTIFIED, MODEL CODE OF CONDUCT COMES INTO FORCE

Two nomination papers iled 
thus far, many more to go

SAGAR CHETTRI
G , 04 O :

Sikkim Himalayan Sporting Club 
[SHSC] is all set to take on As-

sam Ri les Regimental Centre, Shil-
long, in the inaugural match of the 
37th All India Governor’s Gold Cup 
International Football Tournament 
2017 here at Paljor Stadium here on 
Thursday evening. This is the third 
appearance for the home team in 
the prestigious Governor’s Gold Cup 
football tournament.

SHSC was the runners-up team 
of the recently wrapped Sikkim 
Premier Division League 2017 and 
players of the home team have been 
sweating out hard at Paljor Stadium 
to shown its strong presence in the 
tournament.

Speaking to media persons 
here at Paljor Stadium today, SHSC 
founding president, Tenzing Lamtha 
shared that SHSC was participating 
in the Governor’s Gold Cup for the 
third time. 

SHSC made it to semi- inals in 
2014 and again lost in the semis last 
year.

“We have made a good team and 
have prepared hard in a short peri-
od of time. We are all set to face any 
challenge and players are in a great 
form to give their best in the tourna-
ment,” he stated.

Mr Lamtha appealed the sup-
porters and well wishers of SHSC 
and people of Sikkim to support the 
home team with their presence and 
cheer them in the inaugural match.

The home team players have un-
dergone rigorous training sessions 
under coaches Pushpa Gurung and 
Pranay Subba. The team will be led 
by its goalkeeper, Bipin Bhattarai as 
the team captain.

SHSC coach, Pushpa Gurung stat-
ed that the team mostly has young 
local footballers supported by senior 
and experienced footballers from 
in and outside the State. The home 
squad also has four players from 
Ghana and one from Manipur. After 
completion of the contract with Mo-
hammedan Sporting FC, Kolkata, the 
experience mid ielder from Sikkim, 
Mobin Rai has also joined SHSC.  

“As the premier division league 
was concluded recently we did not 
have much time to prepare for the 

tournament. However, the players 
are in great shape and in high spir-
its to play with the same rhythm 
to make a good start in the tourna-
ment,” Mr Gurung said. 

He mentioned that the home team 
had defeated ARC Shillong in its irst 
match last year in the tournament. 

“We will come out on the ield 
tomorrow to repeat our win again 
against ARC Shillong in the inaugural 
match,” he said.  

The squad of ARC Shillong has 
also reached the capital recently for 
the tournament and presently prac-
ticing at Paljor Stadium. ARC Shill-
ong is the winner of Independence 
Day Football Tournament 2017 for 
Chogyal Sir Tashi Namgyal Memorial 
Cup.

ARC Shillong coach, N Abhungo-
bi Singh mentioned that this is the 
third time for the team in the Gover-
nor’s Gold Cup. The team had played 
back in 2003 and last year in the 
tournament. The team had won the 
Independence Day Football Tourna-
ment for Chogyal Sir Tashi Namgyal 
Memorial Cup for two consecutive 
times in 2016 and 2017.

“Although we lost to SHSC in our 
irst match in the tournament last 

year this time we will be playing 
hard to go ahead in the tournament. 
We have prepared hard for one 
month at Shillong and all players are 
it to give their best in the tourna-

ment,” he said.
The coach stated that local crowd 

Sikkim Himalayan to take on Assam Ri les in Gold Cup opener today
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WB BJP chief 
faces protest 
in hills; claims 
he brokered 
peace
K  (WB), O  
4 (PTI): West Bengal BJP 
president Dilip Ghosh 
today faced protests by 
supporters of expelled 
GJM leader Binay Ta-
mang, who demanded 
that the saffron leaders 
leave the hills immedi-
ately and refrain from 
"disturbing peace and 
stability" of the region.

Tamang's supporters 
came on the street and 
demonstrated against 
the state BJP chief when 
he reached here leading 
a BJP team.

Ghosh, however, re-
futed the allegations that 
he had come to the hills 
to foment trouble, and 
said it was due to his ini-
tiative that peace had re-
turned to the hills.

"I talked to the Union 
home minister after 
which peace returned to 
the hills," he claimed.

Slamming Tamang, 
who was made chairman 
of Board of Administra-
tors (BoA) for Darjeeling 
hills by the Mamata Ba-
nerjee government, the 
BJP leader said, "It does 

turn to pg02
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Apple IPHONE MRP Offer Price Extra Offer

IPHONE 5C 8GB 31500 14990 (free temper glass)

IPHONE SE 32 GB 39000 26000 (free cover & temper glass).

IPHONE 6 32 GB 29000 28000 (free cover & temper glass).

IPHONE 6S 32 GB 62000 40500 (free cover & temper glass).

IPHONE 6S Plus 16 GB 72000 49990 (Free Bluetooth BOSE  
   SPEAKER)

IPHONE 7 32 GB 60000 51500 (free cover & temper glass)

IPHONE 7 Plus 32 GB 67300 61500 (free cover & temper glass).

Rs 7.8 to reach Rs 70.88 
a litre in Delhi yesterday, 
the highest since August 
2014, diesel rates had 
risen by Rs 5.7 to touch 
an all-time high of Rs 
59.14.

The excise duty cut 
would cost the govern-
ment Rs 26,000 crore 
in annual revenue and 
about Rs 13,000 crore 
during the remaining 
part of the current iscal 
year that ends on March 
31, 2018, the govern-
ment had said yesterday.

The government, 
which had between No-
vember 2014 and Janu-

ary 2016 raised excise 
duty on petrol and die-
sel on nine occasions to 
take away gains arising 
from plummeting glob-
al oil prices, has been 
criticised for not cutting 
excise duty despite a sus-
tained rise in fuel prices 
since early July.

In all, duty on petrol 
was hiked by Rs 11.77 
per litre and that on 
diesel by 13.47 a litre 
in those 15 months that 
helped government’s ex-
cise mop-up more than 
double to Rs 2,42,000 
crore in 2016-17 from Rs 
99,000 crore in 2014-15.

While the costliest 

petrol was sold in Sep-
tember 2013 when it was 
priced at Rs 76.06 a litre 
in Delhi, the previous 
highest rate for diesel 
was also during the BJP 
rule in September 2014 
when it was priced at Rs 
58.97 per litre.

On petrol, excise has 
been cut to Rs 19.48 per 

litre from Rs 21.48 per 
litre and on diesel to 
Rs 15.33 a litre from Rs 
17.33 previously.

The rise in petrol and 
diesel prices also re lect-
ed in wholesale price in-
lation, which increased 

to 3.24 per cent in Au-
gust 2017, as compared 
to 1.88 per cent in July.

Contd from pg01

Petrol price down Rs 2.5 a litre, diesel by Rs 2.2

M , 04 O  (IPR): The 148th 
birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi 
was observed here at the District Ad-
ministration Center in North Sikkim on 
02 Oct.

The function was attended by Addi-
tional District Collector, TT Kaleon, as 
chief guest accompanied by Additional 
District Collector (Development), Tashi 
Chopel, Sub Divisional Magistrate (HQ), 
P.W Lepcha, of icers and staff members 
of the DAC.

Gandhi Jayanti was also observed in 
other parts of the district. 

SDM Of ice in Passingdang Sub Di-
vision celebrated Gandhi Jayanti with 
SDM (Dzongu), Tshering Dorjee Bhutia 
in attendance along with the of icials of 
the Sub Division and panchayats of the 
area. A cleanliness drive was also con-
ducted in an around Mantam and Ling-
dem hot spring by the panchayat mem-
bers and Self Help Groups of Lingthem 
and Lingdem Gram Panchayat Unit, Up-
per Dzongu. 

A Similar programme was also con-
ducted at the Sub-Divisional Of ice of 
Chungthang and Kabi Sub Division.

G , 04 O  (IPR): 
A meeting was held to-
day at the State Home 
Department to deliber-
ate on the proper prepa-
ration and smooth func-
tioning of General Pan-
chayat Elections to be 
held next month. 

The meeting which 
was chaired by the Chief 
Secretary, AK Shrivas-
tava was also attended 
by Additional Chief Sec-
retary-cum-Home Sec-
retary, S.C.Gupta, State 
Election Commissioner, 
Nima L. Yethenpa, Dis-
trict Collector (East), 
Superintendent of Police 
[East], Head of Depart-

ments and the concerned 
of icers of various de-
partments. 

During the meeting 
the Chief Secretary in-

formed in brief regard-
ing the Sikkim Pancha-
yat Act, 1993 which in 
keeping with the 73rd 
Amendment of the Con-

stitution was enacted to 
establish a two tier Pan-
chayati Raj Institution 
(PRI) system in the State. 

He also said that the 

aim of the Act was to 
consolidate and amend 
the law related to pan-
chayats and to provide 
for the constitution and 
organization of pancha-
yats as units of Self-Gov-
ernance in Sikkim. 

The Chief Secretary 
stressed that Panchayats 
are the most effective 
vehicle for overall devel-
opment of a society and 
thus we must make sure 
that the Panchayat Eec-
tions are held in the most 
free and fair manner.

The Chief Secretary 
talked in detail about the 
model code of conduct 
and instructed that strict 

compliance must be 
made so that no rules are 
broken and the Election 
is conducted smoothly. 
He also informed every-
one that there are suf i-
cient numbers of EVMs 
for smooth conduct of 
polls and counting also 
will be held promptly. 

He also requested ev-
eryone present for their 
whole hearted support 
and proper coordination 
among all the line De-
partments for the con-
duct of peaceful and fair 
elections.

Various issues re-
lated to the upcoming 
elections were discussed 

in detail such as mainte-
nance of law and order, 
telecommunication and 
network, connectivity is-
sues, timely dispatch and 
printing of ballot papers, 
power supply, road con-
ditions etc.

State Election Com-
missioner, Nima L. Ye-
thenpa also touched 
upon various issues re-
lated to the polls and 
said that all the matters 
discussed in the meet-
ing would be taken into 
consideration and imple-
mented for the smooth 
functioning of the up-
coming General Pancha-
yat Elections. 

Home Deptt takes stock of panchayat poll preparedness

not matter what a traitor 
is saying.

"He (Tamang) has 
betrayed the people of 
the hills and is acting as 
a stooge of the state gov-
ernment. Before seeking 
a clari ication from me, 
he should irst clarify the 
stand of the state govern-
ment (on Gorkhaland)," 
the state BJP chief said.

Ghosh said GJM supre-
mo Bimal Gurung was the 
undisputed leader of the 
hills and others were noth-
ing but "extra players". 
The BJP team, which will 
visit the Darjeeling hills 
and neighbouring Sikkim, 

is scheduled to hold meet-
ings with party workers 
and GJM leadership.

Another expelled GJM 
leader and vice chairman 
of the BoA for Darjeeling 
hills, Anit Thapa also ac-
cused the BJP of creating 
tension in the region.

"What were they doing 
for three and half months 
when the hills were burn-
ing? When peace has re-
turned, they want to create 
trouble," he alleged. West 
Bengal Tourism Minister 
Gautam Deb also asked 
the BJP to clear their stand 
on the separate statehood 
demand by Gorkha Jan-
mukti Morcha (GJM).

WB BJP chief faces protest...
Contd from pg01
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N , 04 O :

Consequent upon the 
noti ication released 

by the State Election Com-
mission yesterday regard-
ing the upcoming pancha-
yat elections, a meeting 
with the representatives 
of various political par-
ties was held today by the 
District Collector (South) 
cum Panchayat Returning 
Of icer (PRO), Raj Yadav, a 
press release from the DC 
informs.

During the meeting 
Mr Yadav briefed of icers 
about the noti ication of 

the panchayat election, 
the model code of con-
duct, publication of vot-
ers list, last date for nom-
inations, date of scrutni-
ty, list of polling stations, 
dates for withdrawal and 
many more important 
dates during the ongoing 
panchayat elections.

He informed that a 
tightly-guarded room 
will be set up in Namchi 
Senior Secondary School 
for the Electronic Voting 
Machines [EVMs] which 
is scheduled to arrive on 
05 Oct. 

Following the arriv-

al of the EVMs trainings 
will be held after which 
the commissioning of the 
EVMs will be done. 

The PRO underlined 
that it is mandatory for 
the contesting candidate 
to submit a sanitary cer-
ti icate. 

He also explained 
that the political parties 
and the candidates will 
have to take due permis-
sion from the concerned 
Block Development Of-
icers and the police for 

any kind of distribution 
of pamphlets, banners 
and the use of loudspeak-

er at various places.
The PRO also handed 

over contact numbers 
of important of icers for 
any assistance regard-
ing the election. During 
the meeting the PRO 
also shared details about 
polling stations, electoral 
rolls, the contact num-
bers of various nodal of-
icers and Sector Magis-

trate. Moreover, the PRO 
requested all the political 
parties to ensure free, 
fair and peaceful pan-
chayat elections in the 
South District, reads the 
release. 

South admn preps for panchayat polls

Gandhi Jayanti in
North Sikkim

Assistant 
Returning 
Of icers 
appointed for 
East district 
G , 04 O  (IPR 
E ): As per a press 
release issued by the 
District Collector [East], 
Prabhakar Verma, seven 
Assistant Returning Of i-
cers (ARO) have been ap-
pointed for the upcoming 
Panchayat Elections for 
East district. The District 
Collector will be the Re-
turning Of icer oversee-
ing the entire operations 
of iling nominations. 
The of ice of the various 
selected AROs will be 
stationed at the District 
Administration Center in 
Sichey, reads the release.

The candidates are 
directed to submit their 
nomination papers ei-
ther to the District Re-
turning Of icer or any of 
the 07 AROs between 11 
a.m. and 03 p.m. on any 
day (other than public 
holidays) at the DAC. 

The selected AROs 
are- Additional District 
Collector [East], Addition-
al District Collector [De-
velopment], Gangtok, Ad-
ditional District Collector 
[Development], Pakyong, 
Sub Divisional Magistrate 
[Rangpo], SDM [Rongli], 
SDM [Pakyong], and SDM 
[Gangtok]. 

As per the directives 
of the DC, nomination 
forms are made available 
at all the SDMs of ices in 
the district as well as the 
DAC.  He also underlined 
that it is mandatory for 
the contesting candidate 
to submit a sanitary cer-
ti icate issued by the con-
cerned Block Develop-
ment Of icers. 

The candidates are 
directed to approach 
the help desk installed 
at DAC, Sichey to know 
their respective AROs 
before iling their nomi-
nations. The candidates 
are also required to sub-
mit a copy of their caste 
certi icate and a security 
deposit receipt under 
Temporary Deposit Re-

turn to pg5
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Gangtok on 
Thursday, 

05 Oct
Temp: 28°C /14°C
Forecast: Partly sun-
ny and not as warm 
with  shower in spots.
Sunrise: 05:30 AM
Sunset: 05:18 PM

STATE ELECTION 
COMMISSION , SIKKIM

ASSAMPA VILLA, AMDO GOLAI
TADONG, GANGTOK – 737102

Ph: (03592)281916, 281543 
/ Fax 281610/281979. Email: 

secsikkim@gmail.com
No: 491/SEC/2017    Dated: 3.10.2017

CIRCULAR
Whereas in terms of Rule 13 of the 

Sikkim Panchayat (Conduct of Election) 
Rules, 1997, the State Election Commis-
sion has decided to issue Notifi cation to 
conduct Panchayat Election to elect new 
members from all the Gram Panchayat 
Wards and Territorial Constituencies in 
the State. For conduct of free and fair 
election, the Model Code of Conduct is 
enforced w.e.f. 3rd October, 2017. It is 
applicable throughout the State of Sik-
kim and it shall remain in force till the 
Election process is over.

Sd/-
(T.N. BHUTIA)
SECRETARY,

STATE ELECTION 
COMMISSION, SIKKIM.

R.O.No. 352/ipr/pub/classi./17-18 dt. 3.10.2017

Contd from pg01

grants and even security 
threats” to India despite 
the contribution made by 
the community to secure 
the borders of India and 
their sacri ices.

The release further 
clari ies that “this con-
ference is not organized 
to crib about those who 
doubt their nationality 
and who make all kinds 
of allegations based on 
their perceptions”.

“Instead, it is organ-
ised to celebrate what 
they have achieved, 
showcase their achieve-
ments so that the youths 
of Sikkim feel inspired to 
be achievers themselves”.

SU 
conference 
on
National 
Identity...
Contd from pg01

has always been encour-
aging and supportive of 
the team. 

“It is encouraging to 
see that the local crowd 
always supports the good 
team. We have been get-
ting awesome support 
from local crowd and we 
appeal them to support 
us this time again,” Mr 
Singh said.

Another home team, 
Royal United Sikkim 
Football Club [RUS-
FC] who recently was 
crowned the champions 
of Sikkim Premier Di-
vision League 2017will 
take on Calcutta Customs 
on 06 Oct. 

“We remain unbeaten 
in the premier division 
league and were also 
one of the inalists of this 
year’s Independence Day 
Football Tournament for 
Chogyal Sir Tashi Namg-
yal Memorial Cup. We 
will go with the same 

momentum to perform 
well in the tournament,” 
said RUSFC captain, May-
al Dok Lepcha. 

He mentioned that ex-
perienced players Ashish 
Chettri and Dawa Lepcha 
have been added in the 
regular squad of the team 
for the tournament.

“Being a knock out 
tournament, we have 
prepared hard accord-
ingly to advance further 
in the tourney. We are 
all set to start with a win 
against Calcutta Customs 
in our irst match,” he 
said.

Mr Lepcha mentioned 
that the RUSFC has been 
focusing on to provide 
much exposure to mainly 
local players from Sikkim 
and neighboring hills. 

“We have been trying 
our best to provide max-
imum exposure to local 
players from Sikkim and 
neighboring hills,” he 
said.

Sikkim Himalayan to take
on Assam Ri les...

BJP to 
contest 
panchayat 
elections
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 04 O : 

A meeting of the Sikkim 
unit of the Bharatiya 

Janta Party was held at 
the Singtam party of ice 
chaired by its president, 
DB Chauhan. The 
meeting was attended 
by members from the 
central committee 
and constituency level 
committees.

“The meeting has 
decided to strongly take 
part in the upcoming 
Panchayat Election in the 
State and will to go to the 
people of Sikkim with 
main issue of rampant 
corruption in the present 
government in Sikkim,” 
informs a press release 
from the BJP party state 
president. 

The release informed 
that the meeting has 
also constituted district 
committee for the 
election campaign in all 
four districts.

SAURABH RAI
S , 04 O :

Komal Thatal has made 
the state of Sikkim 

proud by earning a place 
in the Indian squad for 
the FIFA Under-17 World 
Cup 2017 which will be 
hosted by India. From 06 
October, Komal will be 
seen in action for the In-
dia Under-17 team rub-
bing shoulders with the 
best young footballers 
from around the world.

Komal’s presence in 

the World Cup will also 
boost the name of Sikkim 
across the country and the 
world and it will be apt if 
the Government of Sikkim 
recognized this youngster’s 
achievement without wait-
ing for how he performs in 
the World Cup. Being part 
of the Indian team is al-
ready a big achievement.

Such a recognition 
from the State needs to 
be seen in light of the 
Manipur Government’s 
recent announcement 

of cash incentives of Rs. 
5 lakh each for the eight 
footballers from the 
state who will be repre-
senting India in the FIFA 
Under-17 World Cup. It 
is hoped that the Gov-
ernment of Sikkim will 
also announces some in-
centive for the budding 
Komal Thatal.

Players should be 
supported at this age, 
since ive years down the 
line, Komal will clearly 
establish himself also 

a professional footbal-
ler and at that phase, he 
might not need any i-
nancial assistance. But 
at the moment, it will be 
of big help and support 
to him and his family. 
It about time we start-
ed creating stars rather 
than just chasing them 
after they have already 
become one.

Komal, a product of 
Namchi Sports Hostel, 
has already made histo-
ry by becoming the irst 

Indian Player to score a 
goal against Brazil, a feat 
he achieved in the BRICs 
U-17 Tournament in Goa 
last year.

Born to Arun Kumar 
Thatal and mother Su-
mitra, Komal’s parents 
work as tailors and life 
has not been easy for 
them. Komal can give a 
better future to them and 
Government of Sikkim 
can play a role in helping 
this youngster ful ill his 
dreams.

Komal has made Sikkim proud. Sikkim should
recognize him more emphatically 

Upper 
Dzongu 
villages 
still cut off 
says SKM 
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 04 O :

Sikkim Krantikari 
Morcha has alleged 

that many villages of 
Upper Dzongu are still 
cut off from the rest 
the state due to the 
Mantam lake. The party 
has further alleged that 
the state government 
has ‘totally failed’ to 
provide relief to the cut 
off villages.  

An SKM press release 
issued by its general 
secretary [press & 
publicity], Bikash Basnet 
has demanded that the 
state government take 
immediate action to 
solve the problems faced 
by around 15 villages of 
Upper Dzongu.

CLEANLINESS DRIVE AT ARITHANG
G , 04 O :  On the occasion of Gandhi Jayanti on 02 Oct, Christian 
Revival Church of Arithang, Gangtok carried out a massive cleanliness drive 
under ‘Swachhata hi sewa’ programme. The members of the church in asso-
ciation with members of local hotels like Shanti Niketan, Amba Regency and 
members of Arithang Taxi Drivers’ Association cleaned the premises located 
between Hotel Sher-E-Punjab to Arithang SP Golai, informs a press release. 
It is further informed that the church is continuously carrying out social pro-
grammes in and around the area.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 04 O :

Gandhi Jayanti was celebrated at 
Jeel Junior High School in West 

Sikkim with a string of commemo-
rative events celebrating the spirit 
of non-violence. 

Organized by the area’s Gand-
hi Jayanti Celebrations Commit-
tee 2017 in collaboration with 
Prabhat Club, the function was 
attended by area MLA (Rinchen-
pong), KS Lepcha, as chief guest 
accompanied by local of icials, 

panchayats, school staff members, 
students and local residents, a 
press release informs.   

The chief guest in his address 
urged the of icials and the public to 
follow the principles of Mahatma 
Gandhi with regard to self gover-
nance and cleanliness. He advised 
the public to maintain peace and 
cooperate with election of icials in 
the upcoming panchayat elections 
scheduled to be held next month. 

The school and the organiz-
ing committee felicitated the chief 

guest, teachers of Rinchenpong 
Secondary School and other of i-
cials for their sel less service to the 
area. 

The raf le draw results to raise 
funds for the school were also de-
clared on the day. 

The Gandhi Jayanti Football 
Tournament was won by Ta-
kuthang FC who defeated Seekh-
ip FC in the final match. The win-
ners took home Rs 50,000 along 
with a trophy and medals for the 
players. 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 04 O :

Teesta Stage IV Hydro-
electric Project or-

ganised various activities 
from 15 Sept to 02 Oct on 
the occasion of ‘Swacchta 
Hi Sewa’ campaign of the 
Central Government, a 
press release informs. 

The programme 
kicked-off with the ad-
ministering of ‘Swacchta 
Hi Sewa’ oath to all the 
employees of the proj-

ect. During the campaign, 
of icials and employees 
participated in a cleanli-
ness drive in the head-of-
ice of the project at 

Tingchim premises and 
playground of Tingchim 
Secondary School and 
roads and surrounding 
areas on Gangtok-Man-
gan Highway. The clean-
liness drive was led by 
the project head, Ramesh 
Mukhia and Senior Man-
ager [Human Resource], 

Swacchta Hi Sewa at Teesta Stage IV
RK Verma.

On the occasion, the 
project also distributed 
hand wash soaps, toilet 
cleaners and other mate-
rials to the students and 
employees of the project. 

A street play on 
‘Swacchta Hi Sewa’ cam-
paign was also held at 
Zero Point on Gang-
tok-Mangan highway in 
Tingchim.

The closing ceremony 

of the programme was 
held at the project head-
of ice at Tingchim on 
02 October, in which 
the project head, Mr 
Mukhia highlighted on 
the importance and 
message of ‘Swacchta 
Hi Sewa’ campaign. 
Likewise, Senior 
Manager [HR], Mr Verma 
thanked the participants 
for contributing in the 
campaign.

Gandhi Jayanti at Jeel JHS
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No Excuses
A privileged few are foisting insularity

in the name of nationalism

The nation needs to accept that what is being 
passed off as a majoritarian right-wing govern-

ment is actually a minority, regressively upper caste 
insularity disguised in shallow nationalism. Evidence 
of this sliver-sized representation unloading its of-
fensive version of what de ines India is manifesting 
in the gau-rakshak lynch mobs, the normalization of 
misogyny and spite through state-endorsed ictions 
like love-jihad and the easy mindlessness with which 
lives can be snuffed because long-demolished (at least 
of icially) caste barriers are being erected again. In the 
latest instance, a Dalit youth was beaten to death in 
Gujarat because upper caste goons now feel entitled 
enough to take lives as others of their ilk have done in 
Gujarat and too many other places across the country. 
Thanks to a mass media which has capitulated on its 
responsibility to inform and explain, being liberal and 
rational is now being painted as a character law and 
sycophancy and iconoclasm being sold as nationalism. 
India, however, is more enduring than the acting chops 
or decibel range of those who want to scream and hate 
the country into the dark ages when everything was 
worked around the shallow sensitivities of a privi-
leged few. And while the idea that India will reclaim 
its tolerance is reassuring, it should not be taken as a 
cue to remain uninvolved. The citizens need to stay en-
gaged, inform themselves better and consciously tune 
out the propaganda so that they can hear the concerns 
of the real India. And places on the margins, places like 
Sikkim also have a role to play, if not for anything else, 
then to hold on to its sanity and not get caught in the 
vortex that is sucking too many institutions and places 
and mindsets to their nadir.

One of the horrors revisiting the country at present 
is the violent enforcement of the caste structures. Sik-
kim, which appears to be sipping the kool-aid of saf-
fron chauvinism with abandon, needs to be especially 
wary of this since it has still not completely erased 
this scar from its society.  That the caste system exists 
comes as no surprise, but the fact that it continues to 
be enforced should have everyone hanging their heads 
in collective shame. The caste system, and let us have 
no one claiming in Sikkim that it is a solely Hindu con-
struct because it’s observance has in iltrated every 
other community, is one battle that the nation has lost; 
not for want of laws or quotas, but because the mind-
sets continue to remain insular. Here, the caste system 
is not observed as strictly in the towns because it is a 
practical impossibility in the cheek by jowl existence 
in such places, but in the rural belts, where human 
interaction and social exchanges underline survival 
itself, the system still holds good. It is all very ine for 
the townsfolk to turn up their noses in disgust and 
feign embarrassment, but fact remains that the sys-
tem remains rooted because of the pseudo posturing 
and ill-informed intellects directing efforts at social 
reforms from the comfort of city sitting rooms. Reality 
checks were not taken as often and tokenism contin-
ued to stand in for grassroots initiatives. What failed 
in Sikkim, failed the country as well.

Barely a decade ago, Sikkim was confronted with a 
situation where a village on the shoulder of the capital 
would not allow members from the scheduled castes 
access to a place of worship. This, despite speci ic laws 
in place which ban such regressive practices. When 
ordered to open their doors for all castes, the people 
concerned decided instead to shut their doors to ev-
eryone on the pretext of repairs. The only agencies 
engaged in the reform were cops and courts. The rest 
of Sikkim watched from the sidelines. What is also dis-
turbing is that victims shy away from making a more 
forceful enough protest and appear to have learned 
to live with it. It would, however, be wrong to believe 
that they suffer the insults willingly. They are forced 
to; not because the caste system is enforced, but be-
cause they are unsure of the support mechanism that 
can help them take on this system. They know of the 
laws, but what they also know is that they will have to 
battle these forces on their own. They have not seen 
enough commitment, either in their leaders or asso-
ciations or in the society at large, to add a battle for 
self-respect to their daily grind for survival. It takes 
more than laws to demolish centuries-old practices, 
and as we are now learning as a nation, it only takes a 
few regressive minds to wrest some control for these 
demons to climb back into our lives. 

Gone are the times when one could excuse those 
who enforce the caste system as not being necessarily 
evil or villainous, but just generations groomed on a dif-
ferent set of sensibilities. They need to be called out for 
their refusal to change because in our inability to do so, 
we are freeing the hands of fascist agencies to unleash a 
violence which also leaves blood on our hands.

WRITE US: Readers are invited to comment 
on, criticise, run down, even appreciate if they like 
something in this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ 
indecorous language and personal attacks, except 
when against people responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored. Letters 
which carry forward a conversation or initiate a 
dialogue will command immediate attention and receive 
prominence.  Mail us at: letters@summittimes.com

SANGAY LACHENPA & DATHUP 
LACHENPA

The people of Lachen, led by their 
Pipon, the elected head of the vil-

lage council (Dzumsa), can be seen 
milling around premises of High 
Court of Sikkim premises in Gangtok, 
some 130 kilometres from their vil-
lage. In earlier times, the Pipon would 
have come to Gangtok for some vil-
lage-related works like development 
projects or to meet some senior of i-
cials. However, this time it is neither 
of these. The Pipon and his elected 
executives, or gyambos, are here to 
hear a writ petition iled by Advocate 
Amritpal Singh Khalsa of Mumbai 
and social activist Ajmer Singh Rand-
hawa from New Delhi with regard to 
the Guru Dongmar Lake which lies in 
North Sikkim. 

For the people of Sikkim, Guru 
Dongmar is revered not only in terms 
of religious sanctity but is also wo-
ven intricately to the very identity as 
a source of legitimacy of the indige-
nous people co-habiting the area and 
its cultural landscape. The lake, ac-
cording to Sikkimese legend, is bless-
ed by Guru Rinpoche who is credited 
with preaching Buddhism in Tibet 
and the culturally contiguous Hima-
layan regions somewhere around the 
8th Century A.D. 

According to Buddhist religious 
sources, Guru Rinpoche also visit-
ed Sikkim which was then known 
as Bayul Demajong. There are many 
places in Sikkim which were graced 
and consecrated by Guru Rinpoche 
(N. Jinpa, Namgyal Institute of Tibe-
tology). Although he did not convert 
any Sikkimese and did not erect any 
building or monasteries (Ahmad, NIT, 
Waddell (1899) 2005), he is credited 
with having hidden many holy books 
and treasures for posterity and conse-
crated many places in Sikkim. These 
include the holy sites of Tashiding, 
Chungthang, Guru Dongmar etc.

Guru Rinpoche prophesised the 
events regarding the irst corona-
tion of the Sikkim Chogyal and is also 
credited with hiding Sikkim as the 
last treasure and for its discovery by 
a Lhatsun Namkha Jigme in the 17th 
Century (about 800 years later). It 
was based on the prophecy of Guru 
Rinpoche that Phuntsog Namgyal was 
consecrated as the Chogyal in 1642 
(Saul Mullard, 2011). The Namgyal 
dynasty ruled Sikkim for more than 

three centuries until Sikkim was 
merged with India in 1975 leading to 
the end of three centuries of Namg-
yal reign. It is within this ethos that 
Guru Rinpoche holds reverence for 
Sikkimese people. Today, the very et-
ymology of Sikkimese identity stands 
grounded within the cosmology of 
the  Namgyal world view. 

Tashiding is one of the most bless-
ed sites of Guru Rinpoche in Sikkim. 
In the northern part of Sikkim, Guru 
Dongmar Lake and Chungthang 
(Tsunthang) have been blessed by 
Guru Rinpoche. The sacred rock (Lhe-
do/ Neydo) at Chungthang, which 
is believed to bear the footprints of 
Guru Rinpoche, is revered to this day. 
Guru Dongmar is believed to be the 
irst place in Sikkim where he tested 

an omen and it is here that in order 
to provide year-round drinking water 
to the local inhabitants during win-
ter months that he placed his hands 
on a certain part of the lake which 
never freezes despite the harsh win-
ter months when the rest of the lake 
freezes over. 

Guru Dongmar becomes import-
ant for the people of Lachen and La-
chung not only in terms of religion but 
also to the evolution of its culture and 
politico lives over the generations. 
The people of Lachen and Lachung 
are followers of the Nyingmapa sect 
of Tibetan Buddhism - the oldest sect 
which is said to be based on teachings 
advocated by Guru Rinpoche. The 
people have been worshipping Guru 
Dongmar Lake for centuries and it is 
also worth noticing that the settle-
ment pattern of Lachenpas who are 
essentially primordial nomads, have 
restricted themselves along the basin 
of river Teesta lowing out from Guru 
Dongmar.

The name Guru Dongmar lows 
from the Gurudramar, or the red 
faced deity of Guru Rinpoche. Gu-
rudramar or the red faced guru is one 
of the main protecting deities of sev-
eral important monasteries in Sikkim 
including that of Lachen monastery 
(Jigme N. Kazi, 2014) and it is well 
known fact that monasteries in this 
part of the world have played a sig-
ni icant role in the evolution of soci-
ety, polity and economy. It canvasses 
across social and cultural spectrums 
and changing its narratives will have 
larger rami ications on the identity of 
Lachenpas and Lachungpas.

The recent controversy with re-
gard to Guru Dongmar Lake irst 
emerged in 1997-98 when the 20th 
Punjab Regiment of the Indian army 
stationed in Lachen made concrete 
efforts to convert the Guru Dongmar 
Lake into a Sikh pilgrimage site by 
constructing a Gurudwara (Jigme N. 
Kazi, 2015) on its banks. This was 
opposed strenuously by the local 
people and the Sikkim state govern-
ment intervened. The Sikkim gov-
ernment, in its noti ication number 
70/Home/2001 dated 20.09.2001 
(Home Department, Government of 
Sikkim), documented all sacred plac-
es of worship in Sikkim which were 
more than 100 years old. A commit-
tee was formed in 1998 vide noti i-
cation number 32/Home/98 dated 
24.9.1998 (Home Department, GoS) 
to examine the background of all the 
places of worship, monasteries in-
cluding historical monuments and sa-
cred lakes in Sikkim. The committee 
declared Guru Dongmar Lake along 
with many other sites as important 
sacred places. This was in tune with 
the Government of India legislation 
on the Places of Worship (Special 
Provision) Act, 1991, which prohibits 
conversion of any places of worship 
and provides for the maintenance of 
the religious character of any place of 
worship as it existed on the 15th  day 
of August, 1947. 

The people of Lachen had been 
conducting Tsechu prayers during 
Guru Rinpoche’s birth anniversary 
every summer and for that, in 1945, 
had constructed a structure - Guru 
Dongmar Lhakhang - at the lake. The 
allegiance of the Lachenpas towards 
Guru Dongmar Lake and Guru Rin-
poche is a centuries old practice.

The Sikh connection to the Guru 
Dongmar Lake is a recent phenome-
non. It started with the arrival of the 
Indian Army to these parts after the 
Sino-Indian War of 1962. The Punjab 
Regiment, it appears, got confused 
between Guru Nanak and Guru Rin-
poche. When asked about the holy 
lake of Guru Dongmar and its leg-
ends, the local population explained 
that it was blessed by Guru Rinpoche. 
The Army contemplating Guru Rin-
poche as Guru Nanak constructed 
a dharmasthal (which today many 
Sikh think to be a Gurdwara Sahib). 
The matter and differences were re-

solved in 2004 on mutual agreement 
when the Indian Army handed the 
dharmasthal over to the Government 
of Sikkim and the Lachen monastery 
was entrusted to look after it. 

These areas were far away from 
mainstream Indian religions such as 
Sikhism and even Buddhism came to 
this region not directly from India but 
from Tibet. In that sense, Guru Nanak 
visiting Sikkim is highly improbable. 
More so, symbols of Sikhism in Sik-
kim surfaced only after the Indian 
army arrived here. 

The matter came to light again 
when Lachen monastery and Lachen 
public decided to renovate the Sar-
va Dharamastal at Guru Dongmar. 
There were accusations that the 
dharmasthal was being demolished. 
It is worth mentioning that this con-
troversy is not about construction of 
dharmasthal or a monastery. Rather, 
one must locate these changes in the 
context of altering historically em-
bedded local narratives of place and 
space within which some groups are 
trying to advocate other beliefs. The 
distortion of indigenous narratives 
reveals an unfortunate ignorance of 
Sikkim’s unique heritage which is 
much different from the mainstream 
Indian civilisational discourse.

To sum up, recent claims of a few 
groups with regards to Guru Dong-
mar Lake do not only violate Con-
stitutional rights with respect to the 
protection of places of worship but 
also undermine the rights and prac-
tices of indigenous people which 
comprise Sikkim’s border popula-
tions. This would have much larger 
rami ications for national integra-
tion of people from the margins. The 
history and narratives of the place 
and the people is intertwined with-
in place and space of surrounding 
areas such as sacred groves and sa-
cred sites of which Guru Dongmar 
is one and the most signi icant for 
Buddhist communities. The pattern 
of change of narrative of place in a 
way has robbed Sikkim’s distinct 
and unique history, cultural heritage 
which is by far worse than Priyanka 
Chopra’s ‘insurgency’ comment on 
Sikkim. 

[Sangay Lachenpa is a Re-
search Scholar at JNU, New 

Delhi and Dathup Lachenpa 
works at Project Denjong.] 

Altering Local Narratives: The
Case of Guru Dongmar Lake

SALLY FERGUSON

Today, the “beautiful mechanism” 
of the body clock, and the group of 

cells in our brain where it all happens, 
have shot to prominence. The 2017 
Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medi-
cine has been awarded to Jeffrey C. 
Hall, Michael Rosbash and Michael W. 
Young for their work on describing the 
molecular cogs and wheels inside our 
biological clock.

In the 18th century an astronomer 
by the name of Jean Jacques d’Ortuous 
de Marian noted his plants opening 
and closing their leaves with the cycle 
of light and dark, with the leaves open-
ing towards the sun. Being an inquisi-
tive chap, he placed the plants in con-
stant darkness and observed that the 
daily opening and closing of the leaves 
continued even in the absence of sun-
light – indicative of an internal clock.

Subsequent work by others also 
showed innate daily rhythms in other 
animals and plants, but the location 
and inner workings of the biological timing system 
remained a mystery.

The discovery of a mis iring gene that resulted 
in disrupted daily rhythms in fruit lies (the unsung 
heroes of the story) gave the irst hint. Over several 
years, Hall, Rosbash and Young uncovered the ma-
chinery of the biological clock.

It’s in your genes.
From the latin circa “about” and diem “a day”, 

circadian rhythms are internally driven cycles in all 
living things - including humans - that continue in 
the absence of external time cues. The sleep/wake 
cycle is one daily rhythm; core body temperature 
is another. While we have known since de Marian 
that physiological systems are controlled internal-
ly, the way in which the clock works was a mystery.

The biological clock’s cycle is generated by a 
feedback loop. Genes are activated which trigger 

the production of proteins. When protein levels 
build up to a critical threshold in the cells, the 
genes are switched off. The proteins then degrade 
over time to a point that allows the genes to switch 
back on, starting the cycle again. This takes about 
24 hours.

But it isn’t just one gene doing all the work. Hall, 
Rosbach and Young found that many genes, pro-
teins and regulators are involved in the complex 
machinery that keeps us ticking. Some molecules 
control the activation of genes, some are involved 
in the translation of light information from the 
eyes, and some govern the clock’s stability and pre-
cision, ensuring that it keeps ticking and remains in 
sync with the external environment.

While we already knew that the internally 
generated cycle existed, Hall, Rosbach and Young 
described the mechanisms by which the cycle is 
created and maintained at the molecular level. As a 

result of this work we now understand how inter-
nal rhythms remain synchronised with each other 
and with the external environment.

We are starting to understand the range of 
health challenges experienced by those who have 
to work against their internal clocks, such as shift 
workers. We can predict times of the day and night 
where alertness and performance are likely to be 
impaired and thus control the health and safety 
risks.

And we can explain why, on the irst morning 
after the start of daylight savings, waking up is so 
much harder. But don’t worry, the beautiful mech-
anism in your biological clock is designed to make 
adjustments based on the information it gets from 
the external environment, and those molecules will 
have you resynchronised in just a couple of days.

[the writer is Research profes-
sor, CQUniversity Australia]

Circadian Rhythm Nobel: what they
discovered and why it matters
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DEAR LOVED MORNING DEAR SINCERE
Draw No:5 DrawDate on:03/10/17 Draw No:10 DrawDate on:03/10/17

1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 88D 18365 1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 80K 28959
(Including Super Prize Amt) (Including Super Prize Amt)
2nd Prize Rs.9495/- 18365 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) 2nd Prize Rs.9495/- 28959 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
3rd Prize Rs.9,000/- 3rd Prize Rs.9,000/-
10724 16638 19901 20327 31289 44978 50394 61620 67395 68592
61676 75451 77954 91273 91338 68787 79551 81982 91842 96350
4th Prize Rs.500/- 1174 1215 1224 1819 5837 7111 7347 7960 9587 9724 4th Prize Rs.500/- 0155 0745 1272 1477 1904 1949 4213 6900 7310 8537
5th Prize Rs.250/- 0856 1574 1598 4536 5276 6396 7576 7857 9397 9952 5th Prize Rs.250/- 0475 0820 1645 2129 2245 2954 5325 6880 7712 9293
6th Prize Rs.120/- 6th Prize Rs.120/- 
0055 0084 0410 0434 0517 0522 0919 0968 1060 1090 0018 0133 0226 0239 0360 0434 0487 0560 0829 0836
1095 1152 1204 1247 1465 1808 1845 2045 2371 2450 0895 0996 1124 1307 1353 1402 1444 1557 1602 1876
2458 2487 2618 2695 2784 2789 2848 2891 2965 2985 1923 1962 1997 2070 2102 2161 2494 2600 2692 2803
3040 3134 3150 3198 3240 3555 3584 3658 3664 3740 2901 2928 3210 3242 3290 3302 3305 3424 3533 3555
3883 4517 4575 4612 4630 4687 4825 4901 4919 4946 3790 3813 3845 3881 3884 3957 3977 4088 4191 4393
4968 5091 5336 5576 5608 5630 5722 5758 5768 5901 4461 4533 4554 4628 4673 4841 5234 5237 5634 5648
5905 5912 5931 5948 5971 6190 6265 6313 6402 6431 5743 5905 5966 6046 6066 6117 6260 6299 6532 6662
6651 6828 7041 7224 7290 7312 7321 7365 7378 7787 6760 6920 6944 7230 7444 7721 7754 7846 7905 8059
7927 8004 8071 8171 8181 8452 8525 8528 8778 8810 8175 8261 8479 8486 8560 8611 8647 8720 8815 8864
8971 8990 9132 9248 9295 9325 9814 9822 9925 9996 8902 9184 9297 9310 9360 9474 9709 9859 9891 9926

Issued by:
The Director, Sikkim State Lotteries, Deorali-737102, Gangtok, Sikkim.
Please Visit: www.sikkimlotteries.com

KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE

SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES

NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR PARROT EVENING
Draw time: 08:00 pm onwards

Draw No:10 DrawDate on:03/10/17
1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 76B 29350
(Including Super Prize Amt)
2nd Prize Rs.9495/- 29350 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
3rd Prize Rs.9,000/-
22706 55902 56107 57523 61980
64111 68577 75964 79281 92530
4th Prize Rs.500/- 2607 3131 3277 4043 4258 5895 6052 6891 9009 9243
5th Prize Rs.250/- 0012 0791 1221 1423 1634 5949 6423 6916 8277 9971
6th Prize Rs.120/- 
0226 0324 0366 0418 0457 0519 0537 0707 0817 1091
1157 1186 1248 1253 1296 1303 1443 1490 1558 1576
1597 1692 1711 1781 1920 2039 2048 2082 2120 2221
2224 2963 2979 3103 3152 3424 3486 3560 3709 3828
4490 4598 4715 4740 4820 4905 5038 5142 5194 5201
5363 5377 5402 5429 5464 5606 5614 5632 5666 5691
5766 5787 5812 5871 5889 5914 6361 6497 6638 6688
6847 7311 7605 7624 7735 7851 7885 7920 7970 8011
8022 8072 8094 8241 8453 8949 8987 9003 9033 9039
9071 9109 9143 9145 9155 9162 9601 9626 9667 9950
Issued by:
The Director, Nagaland State Lotteries, Kohima, Nagaland
For Results, Please visit: www.nagalandlotteries.com

KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE

NITESH R PRADHAN
G , 04 O :

The festive spirits of Dusher-
ra were dampened in the 

neighboring hill districts of 
Darjeeling and Kalimpong even 
after the suspension of bandh. 

“It was an unprecedented 
situation while we support 
the cause we just couldn’t 
give up on our bread and 
butter,” Rajen Tamang (name 
changed), a West Bengal po-

lice personnel hailing from 
Kalimpong shared. 

Celebrations are subdued 
in the hills this Dasain, one 
of the main festival of the Ne-
palis. This has led to low sales 
and a slump in businesses. 

“May be it is the mood of 
the people that there is no 
festive cheer,” said a clothing 
store owner in Darjeeling, 
Tenzing Bhutia. 

He also rued about his 

stocks for sale being perma-
nently damaged due to damp-
ness and other natural factors 
after being locked in store for 
many days due to the bandh. 

Similarly, the families ob-
serving the festival in the hills 
have toned down the celebra-
tions with no loud music or 
any other form of outward 
celebrations. 

“How can we celebrate 
when so many of our own 

brethren have lost their lives,” 
said Manju Sharma, a home-
maker from Kurseong. 

The prevailing mood in 
the hills has also resulted in 
people moving towards the 
plains or Sikkim to observe 
the festival in a more festive 
setting. 

A Kurseong resident Anju 
Chettri says that after a long 
bandh and everything that fol-
lowed it is better to celebrate 

outside. She was in Siliguri 
with her family especially for 
Dasain. Likewise, a Darjeeling 
resident, Divya Thapa is in the 
state capital with his family to 
observe the festival with his 
maternal relatives. 

“My area is particularly 
disturbed so everyone advised 
us to be in Sikkim,” he says. 

Many in Sikkim also 
skipped meeting their rel-
atives in the hill districts of 

Darjeeling and Kalimpong. 
“We have advised them 

to be here rather than there 
where there is still a percep-
tion of threat,” said, Samir 
Joshi, a Gangtok resident 
whose maternal family re-
sides in Pedong in Kalimpong 
district. 

The Dasain charm faded in 
the hills with people still in af-
tershock of an unprecedented 
situation.

Not just the rains dampened Dasain in Darj and Kpg

Two nomination papers iled thus far...
Nov after formal publication of commence-
ment of election process and results will be 
declared on 05 Nov. 

The last date for iling of nomination is 
10 Oct and the scrutiny of nominations will 
be done on 11 Oct. Last date for withdrawal 
of candidature is 13 Oct and counting will 
be held on 05 Nov. The entire election pro-
cedure will be completed before 08 Nov. 

The State Government had issued a no-
ti ication on 21 Sept declaring the tenure of 
present Panchayats to be ‘complete’ and had 
authorized the State Election Commission to 
hold fresh elections.

The of icials data shows that 40% of 
seats have been reserved for Scheduled 
Tribes (Bhutia, Lepcha, Limboo and Ta-
mang), 6 percent for Scheduled Castes, 26 
percent of Other Backward Classes (Cen-

tral list that includes Gurung, Rai, Bhujel, 
Sunuwar, Jogi, Thami), and 25 percent for 
Other Backward Classes (State List that in-
cludes Newar, Bahun and Chettri) as per the 
2007 population criteria.

The Nodal Department Rural Management 
& Development has already noti ied the res-
ervation roster for upcoming election of the 
ward and Zilla (Territorial) wise reservation 
details for the upcoming panchayats polls. 

contd from pg01

ceipt (TDR) in State Bank 
of Sikkim during the sub-
mission of their nomina-
tion papers. 

The nominations of 
51 Gram Panchayat Units 
comprising of 283 Wards 
will be received by the Re-
turning Of icer (RO) him-
self. In addition the nom-
inations of 06 Navey Sho-
tak GPU and 07- Lingdok 
Namphong GPU of North 
Sikkim comprising of 11 
Wards will also be received 
by the RO himself. 

The GPU’s have been 
divided into 20 sectors 
and equal numbers of 
Sector Magistrates and 
Sector Police Of icers 
have been appointed for 
the maintenance of Law 
and order during the 
Panchayat Election. 

The Model Code of 
Conduct has been en-
forced since yesterday 
and all the designated 
AROs and Sector Magis-
trates have been prop-
erly briefed regarding 
the nomination process 
by the DC. The irst day 
of the nomination began 
from 03 Oct; however no 
nominations were iled 
on the irst and second 
day of nomination iling.

Assistant 
Returning 
Of icers...
contd from pg02

DARJ DASAIN: Amidst the general gloom enveloping the people of Darjeeling, there were some moments of 
positivity this Dasain with people celebrating the festival in the best manner they could. It was also a window of 
business inally for hawkers selling various items like balloons in Darjeeling’s town square hoping to earn some 
money after the 104 days bandh which was suspended on 27 Sept. [foto: Rebyna Rana]

Health 
gets new 
Secretary
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 04 O :

Vishal Chauhan, a 1998 
batch IAS of icer of 

the Sikkim cadre, upon 
his repatriation from the 
inter-state deputation 
from Uttar Pradesh, has 
been posted as the Com-
missioner-cum-Secre-
tary, Healthcare, Human 
Services and Family Wel-
fare Department.

He takes over from 
Dr Kumar Bhandari who 
will now function as the 
Director General of the 
Department. The order to 
this effect was issued by 
the Department of Per-
sonnel on 26 September. YOGEN THATAL

S , 04 O :

Garbage generated by 
residents living in 

Singtam being dumped 
along Rongi Chu has led 
to an alarming situation 
in the area forcing the au-
thorities to impose ine 
on anyone who is found 
dumping garbage. 

Municipal Inspec-
tor, Birendra Rai today 
warned the residents of 
Singtam against dump-
ing garbage in the river. 
Stating that such acts 
will not be tolerated Mr 

Rai said that the cul-
prits will have to pay 
fine and legal action 

will be taken against 
them under the Munic-
ipal Act.

Municipality warns
Singtam residents against 
dumping garbage in river

M , O  4 (PTI): The Re-
serve Bank today sharply revised 
downwards its growth projection 
to 6.7 per cent for the current is-
cal, from 7.3 per cent earlier, due 
to lower kharif foodgrain produc-
tion and disruptions arising from 
the implementations of GST.

The Goods and Services Tax 
has led to some uncertainty in 
the manufacturing sector, which 
is likely to delay revival of invest-
ment activity, it said.

“The projection of real GVA 
growth for 2017-18 has been re-
vised down to 6.7 per cent from the 
August 2017 projection of 7.3 per 
cent, with risks evenly balanced,” 
RBI said in its fourth bi-monthly 
monetary policy statement of the 
current iscal, leaving the key poli-
cy rate unchanged.

It said the loss of momentum in 
irst quarter (April- June) of 2017-

18, when GDP slipped to a three 
year low of 5.6 per cent, and the 
irst advance estimates of kharif 

production are early setbacks that 
impart a downside to the outlook.

The GST implementation so far 
also appears to have had adverse 
impacts on growth, rendering an 
uncertain future for the manufac-
turing sector in the short term, it 
added.

“This may further delay the re-
vival of investment activity, which 
is already hampered by stressed 
balance-sheets of banks and cor-
porates,” RBI said.

At the customary post-poli-
cy meeting, Governor Urjit Patel, 
however, said there are factors that 
have affected the growth in the sec-
ond quarter of this year and some 
of these factors will dissipate.

“In recent days, high frequency 
indicators suggest that the growth 
is in the uptick. Core IIP released 
yesterday was 4.9 per cent. In the 
second quarter, the services sector 
has been showing healthy growth 
rate. So, there is a possibility that 
the cyclical upturn will happen in 
the next two quarters,” Patel said.

The teething problems linked 
to GST rollout may get resolved 
relatively soon allowing growth to 
accelerate in second half, he said.

Echoing similar sentiments, 
deputy governor Viral Acharya 
said: “It is too early. However, in 
my view and real time activity in-
dicators do not yet paint the clear 
picture to be able to separate the 
transient component of this one 
quarter loss of momentum from 
the gradual decline in overall 
growth that has taken hold since 
Q1 of last iscal.”

He further said: “The long term 
trend is best explained by the de-
veleraging underway in the heav-
ily indebted part of the corporate 
sector and in poor credit growth 
at public sector banks given they 
have inadequate capital relative to 
impending losses on their legacy 
assets.”

The Asian Development Bank 

too has lowered the growth pro-
jection to 7 per cent for the current 
iscal from its earlier estimate of 

7.4 per cent.
The real GVA growth slowed 

signi icantly in the June quarter, 
cushioned partly by the extensive 
front-loading of expenditure by 
the Centre, thus running up 96.1 
per cent of its iscal de icit as of 
end August.

GVA growth in agriculture and 
allied activities also slackened 
quarter-on-quarter in the seasonal 
irst quarter moderation, partly re-
lecting deceleration in the growth 

of livestock products, forestry and 
isheries.

Industrial sector GVA growth 
fell sequentially as well as on a 
y-o-y basis. The manufacturing 
sector, the dominant component of 
industrial GVA, grew by a pale 1.2 
per cent, the lowest in the last 20 
quarters.

RBI said the uneven spatial 
distribution of the monsoon was 
re lected in the irst advance esti-
mates of kharif production by the 
Union agriculture ministry, which 
were below the level of the previ-
ous year due to lower area sown 
under major crops including rice, 
coarse cereals, pulses, oilseeds, 
jute and mesta.

RBI further said the assess-
ment of food prices going forward 
is “largely favourable”, though the 
irst advance estimates of kharif 

output pose some uncertainties.

RBI cuts growth forecast to 6.7%
on GST, lower farm output

Centre wants 
states to cut 
VAT on petrol, 
diesel by 5 pc
N  D , O  4 (PTI): 
After cutting excise duty 
by Rs 2 per litre, the Cen-
tre now wants states to 
cut sales tax or VAT on 
petrol and diesel by 5 per 
cent to provide further 
relief to consumers.

Finance Minister 
Arun Jaitley will soon 
write to all state chief 
ministers urging them 
to cut VAT on petrol and 
diesel, Oil Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan told re-
porters here.

“We have proactively 
cut excise duty. Now it is 
the turn of states to re-
duce VAT,” he said.

Unlike the Centre, 
states levy VAT as an ad 
valorem duty which rises 
every time there is an in-
crease in price.

N  D , O  4 (PTI): 
Concerned over the ris-
ing number of multi-drug 
resistant (MDR) tubercu-
losis cases in the country, 
the health ministry will 
introduce a new drug in a 
“controlled manner”.

As a pilot, 400 cours-
es of Delamanid will 
be rolled out in ive to 
six states as part of the 
conditional access pro-
gramme under the Re-
vised National TB Con-
trol Program (RNTCP).

According to a senior 
health ministry of icial, 
Delamanid which is in its 
phase 3 clinical trials, has 
been given approval by a 
technical group on tuber-
culosis in the ministry.

The ministry had 
launched Bedaquiline 
drug for treatment of 
drug resistant TB in 2016 
and currently it is avail-
able in Delhi, Chennai, 
Mumbai, Guwahati and 

Ahmedabad.
“Delamanid and Be-

daquiline will be used for 
treatment of tuberculosis 
in combination with oth-
er drugs parallely.

Delamanid can be an 
alternative.

“We need more than 
one drug for treat-
ing TB because of in-
creasing drug resis-
tance in patients in the 
country,” said Jagdish 
Prasad, director gener-
al of health services in 
the ministry.

Prasad said that at 
present half of the pa-
tients do not respond to 
tuberculosis treatment 
as they have developed 
resistance to the drug.

According to World 
Health Organisation’s 
(WHO) TB statistics for 
India for 2015, there 
were an estimated 
22 lakh cases in the 
country.

New TB drug to be
introduced in controlled

manner: Health Min

Govt 
announces 
committee 
for water 
management 
in Northeast
N  D , O  4 (PTI): 
The Centre has set up a 
high-level committee for 
proper management of 
the water resources in 
the North-Eastern region 
(NER), an of icial state-
ment said.

The panel has been 
formed in the wake of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s visit to Guwahati 
in August this year to re-
view the lood situation 
and relief work in the af-
fected region.

It will be led by NITI 
Aayog Vice Chairman Ra-
jiv Kumar.

“The committee will 
facilitate optimising ben-
e its of appropriate water 
management in the form 
of hydro-electric power, 
agriculture, bio-diversity 
conservation, reduced 
lood damage erosion, 

inland water transport, 
forestry, ishery and eco 
tourism,” the statement 
read.

The committee is also 
tasked with spelling out 
actionable steps for op-
timising water resourc-
es in the north east and 
chalking out an action 
plan for dovetailing of 
the schemes of Union 
ministries concerned.

The Ministry of De-
velopment of North East-
ern Region (DoNER) will 
serve as the co-ordinat-
ing point.

The Committee will 
submit its report by June 
next year, the statement 
said.
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DEAR WORTHY MORNING DEAR KIND
Draw No:4 DrawDate on:28/09/17 Draw No:9 DrawDate on:28/09/17

1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 97B 49837 1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 96E 34207
(Including Super Prize Amt) (Including Super Prize Amt)
2nd Prize Rs.9497/- 49837 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) 2nd Prize Rs.9497/- 34207 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
3rd Prize Rs.9,000/- 3rd Prize Rs.9,000/-
03810 09717 21446 35051 38456 04176 11598 35397 43710 52241
62847 75057 87704 88492 91791 73611 76167 80855 84706 86046
4th Prize Rs.500/- 1501 3655 4695 5468 5713 6438 7125 7624 8948 9819 4th Prize Rs.500/- 0497 1461 3203 4714 5212 5849 6114 7286 9263 9396
5th Prize Rs.250/- 0275 1476 1775 1808 2387 3215 3988 5963 5969 9156 5th Prize Rs.250/- 0573 2402 3098 3347 4563 4773 5645 5770 6432 7847
6th Prize Rs.120/- 6th Prize Rs.120/- 
0083 0121 0337 0513 0584 0780 0871 0920 0997 1071 0015 0060 0314 0344 0479 0492 0539 0556 0705 0874
1088 1542 1558 1634 1656 1806 1814 1936 2220 2280 1268 1279 1775 1842 2067 2068 2083 2165 2192 2200
2596 2875 3055 3146 3167 3214 3263 3277 3324 3504 2305 2351 2650 2698 2780 2811 2818 2828 2879 3109
3599 3811 3855 3960 4012 4228 4300 4453 4602 4973 3216 3441 3457 3718 3790 3867 3897 3912 4100 4226
5140 5197 5290 5453 5506 5604 5613 5623 5808 5839 4280 4384 4431 4459 4524 4840 4888 4915 5039 5123
5883 6072 6162 6264 6297 6337 6546 6550 6571 6716 5127 5139 5222 5290 5307 5546 5568 5903 6068 6166
6718 6755 7128 7246 7272 7288 7471 7886 7963 8449 6565 6649 6877 6917 6970 7107 7149 7204 7267 7393
8497 8666 8725 8808 8882 8899 8930 9134 9203 9232 7444 7458 7693 7754 7842 7877 7881 7888 7954 8039
9274 9284 9341 9346 9348 9406 9462 9470 9513 9515 8131 8189 8220 8599 8646 8796 8816 8854 8858 8893
9644 9673 9715 9742 9850 9901 9915 9934 9967 9992 9030 9033 9205 9206 9372 9447 9500 9501 9945 9948

Issued by:
The Director, Sikkim State Lotteries, Deorali-737102, Gangtok, Sikkim.
Please Visit: www.sikkimlotteries.com

KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE

SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIESNAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR FALCON EVENING
Draw time: 08:00 pm onwards

Draw No:9 DrawDate on:28/09/17
1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 79J 92933
(Including Super Prize Amt)
2nd Prize Rs.9497/- 92933 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
3rd Prize Rs.9,000/-
15380 19525 27560 30011 31784
34097 55707 60236 66588 89420
4th Prize Rs.500/- 0094 1182 1777 3071 4022 5799 5992 7527 9188 9192
5th Prize Rs.250/- 0762 1804 2276 4803 5131 8085 8426 9051 9379 9953
6th Prize Rs.120/- 
0007 0028 0131 0181 0239 0292 0370 0380 0479 0550
0579 0787 0804 0925 1050 1109 1262 1421 1487 1704
1769 1790 1949 2285 2306 2383 2511 2889 2958 3012
3077 3214 3318 3476 3527 3747 3864 4028 4252 4267
4332 4334 4845 4881 4970 5079 5100 5186 5194 5207
5324 5432 5455 5467 5588 5833 5990 6089 6113 6258
6415 6476 6531 6593 6653 6797 6889 6939 7046 7075
7095 7243 7389 7447 7458 7562 7568 7583 7588 7732
7794 7815 7908 7991 8099 8438 8468 8536 8624 8650
8685 8686 8698 8836 8979 9407 9593 9897 9903 9994
Issued by:
The Director, Nagaland State Lotteries, Kohima, Nagaland
For Results, Please visit: www.nagalandlotteries.com

KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE

DEAR ADMIRE MORNING DEAR TENDER
Draw No:4 DrawDate on:29/09/17 Draw No:9 DrawDate on:29/09/17

1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 82K 52688 1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 97G 93118
(Including Super Prize Amt) (Including Super Prize Amt)
2nd Prize Rs.9498/- 52688 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) 2nd Prize Rs.9498/- 93118 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
3rd Prize Rs.9,000/- 3rd Prize Rs.9,000/-
03135 22736 32232 35366 61778 05093 09792 26315 39160 60884
66617 66847 74973 75697 97766 61534 74948 77067 85408 90573
4th Prize Rs.500/- 2082 2119 2966 4024 5047 5094 6193 7206 8101 8361 4th Prize Rs.500/- 0351 0663 1261 1629 2216 2649 2789 5553 8186 9127
5th Prize Rs.250/- 3347 3871 4451 6330 6673 6772 8639 9568 9729 9776 5th Prize Rs.250/- 0087 3864 4346 4394 4918 5365 5368 7537 8601 9412
6th Prize Rs.120/- 6th Prize Rs.120/- 
0152 0160 0309 0345 0399 0509 0544 0582 0654 0688 0000 0077 0115 0497 0501 1088 1236 1255 1396 1427
0726 0889 0924 1243 1310 1483 1484 1625 1633 1896 1679 1771 1773 1868 1917 1945 1965 1995 2045 2168
1921 1923 1955 2258 2300 2353 2449 2460 2463 2567 2180 2387 2422 2442 2524 2647 2742 2841 2930 2989
2615 2681 2883 2917 3001 3320 3413 3528 3583 3677 3018 3196 3221 3251 3446 3588 3594 3685 3766 3805
3775 3829 3905 3961 4308 4508 4577 4648 4758 4918 3916 3935 3950 3985 3987 4052 4125 4267 4306 4467
4929 4962 5052 5073 5456 5484 5681 5829 5955 5979 4585 4717 4811 4839 5030 5105 5106 5672 5844 5882
6154 6237 6338 6451 6664 6807 6888 6961 7410 7530 5887 5899 6005 6095 6106 6197 6333 6350 6394 6444
7558 7590 7635 7647 7972 7986 7991 8243 8260 8333 6836 6963 7105 7109 7233 7362 7464 7657 7942 8100
8350 8427 8503 8945 9092 9123 9154 9197 9229 9240 8201 8213 8293 8385 8440 8491 8535 8754 8875 9006
9329 9527 9550 9587 9699 9757 9795 9809 9965 9977 9177 9296 9399 9441 9698 9735 9789 9885 9899 9973

Issued by:
The Director, Sikkim State Lotteries, Deorali-737102, Gangtok, Sikkim.
Please Visit: www.sikkimlotteries.com

KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE

SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIESNAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR VULTURE EVENING
Draw time: 08:00 pm onwards

Draw No:9 DrawDate on:29/09/17
1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 96A 00224
(Including Super Prize Amt)
2nd Prize Rs.9498/- 00224 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
3rd Prize Rs.9,000/-
05912 07306 11371 12119 38144
44840 47823 65307 76748 77077
4th Prize Rs.500/- 0137 0841 2617 3316 4177 5038 5828 7621 8047 8113
5th Prize Rs.250/- 0880 2229 2510 5162 6163 6465 8257 9396 9526 9875
6th Prize Rs.120/- 
0144 0339 0343 0386 0470 0472 0646 0904 0961 0971
0985 1044 1159 1181 1232 1408 1430 1941 1946 2174
2447 2477 2918 2928 2957 3045 3329 3334 3403 3428
3606 3651 3759 3859 3912 3992 4064 4129 4132 4225
4351 4428 5205 5213 5310 5475 5648 5697 5712 5729
5823 5992 6257 6262 6353 6367 6417 6440 6444 6468
6556 6624 6641 6904 7043 7181 7215 7269 7437 7448
7481 7506 7646 7732 7746 7867 7960 8006 8249 8271
8329 8387 8524 8561 8577 8642 8808 8837 8877 8888
9007 9010 9406 9491 9564 9584 9663 9879 9882 9931
Issued by:
The Director, Nagaland State Lotteries, Kohima, Nagaland
For Results, Please visit: www.nagalandlotteries.com

KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE

DEAR PRIZED MORNING DEAR GENTLE
Draw No:4 DrawDate on:30/09/17 Draw No:9 DrawDate on:30/09/17

1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 83C 21252 1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 85G 96747
(Including Super Prize Amt) (Including Super Prize Amt)
2nd Prize Rs.9499/- 21252 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) 2nd Prize Rs.9499/- 96747 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
3rd Prize Rs.9,000/- 3rd Prize Rs.9,000/-
01168 17103 40554 44963 48076 18866 26142 47905 56814 66325
59583 59992 79703 93414 97946 74780 76592 85960 86769 91470
4th Prize Rs.500/- 0669 4327 4414 5662 5758 5933 6866 7724 7878 7929 4th Prize Rs.500/- 0015 0490 1271 1561 2532 2940 7632 8921 9873 9996
5th Prize Rs.250/- 0160 0583 2739 6025 6634 6932 7073 8937 9393 9514 5th Prize Rs.250/- 0881 1900 2429 2886 6266 6761 7246 7714 8081 9497
6th Prize Rs.120/- 6th Prize Rs.120/- 
0047 0052 0599 0719 0928 1089 1372 1379 1626 1639 0023 0061 0080 0089 0359 0387 0678 0993 1458 1480
1686 1816 1880 1901 1962 2015 2098 2134 2163 2226 1708 1940 2192 2199 2220 2283 2572 2582 2708 2732
2311 2343 2507 2638 2656 2694 2742 2829 2993 3171 2884 2951 2971 3023 3056 3290 3396 3456 3511 3525
3212 3279 3320 3337 3393 3591 3617 3669 3691 3768 3535 3598 3620 3701 3867 4001 4011 4469 4614 4761
3892 4012 4077 4080 4110 4140 4195 4308 4525 4649 4835 4931 4943 4958 5101 5375 5386 5415 5494 5509
4967 5040 5083 5163 5198 5253 5316 5338 5501 5512 5522 5533 5560 5716 5742 5834 5837 5853 6170 6251
5520 5605 5658 5725 5913 5934 6054 6130 6204 6271 6256 6283 6296 6427 6715 6924 6961 6995 7084 7322
6432 6566 6812 6916 6986 7035 7039 7082 7146 7641 7356 7498 7517 7583 7928 8096 8123 8280 8281 8285
7841 7942 7999 8148 8289 8381 8557 8748 8847 9053 8313 8351 8406 8598 8607 8608 8788 8882 9024 9028
9076 9139 9218 9259 9294 9442 9742 9795 9824 9869 9091 9099 9214 9360 9468 9707 9827 9883 9909 9955

Issued by:
The Director, Sikkim State Lotteries, Deorali-737102, Gangtok, Sikkim.
Please Visit: www.sikkimlotteries.com

KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE

SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES

NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR OSTRICH EVENING
Draw time: 08:00 pm onwards

Draw No:9 DrawDate on:30/09/17
1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 87G 87824
(Including Super Prize Amt)
2nd Prize Rs.9499/- 87824 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
3rd Prize Rs.9,000/-
17902 18357 34685 37024 54371
72288 75119 81992 83537 84717
4th Prize Rs.500/- 0001 0013 1094 2488 2777 3409 5149 6705 6856 7651
5th Prize Rs.250/- 2661 3364 3887 4086 4553 6711 6924 7766 8464 9129
6th Prize Rs.120/- 
0022 0083 0103 0250 0644 0661 0681 0699 0892 0968
1071 1121 1211 1345 1364 1569 1594 1680 1718 1833
1923 2000 2203 2272 2423 2427 2478 2525 2616 2856
2869 2918 2977 3616 3627 3897 3939 3995 4049 4151
4245 4339 4355 4360 4594 4662 4734 4800 4801 4817
4957 4978 5015 5240 5249 5340 5341 5385 5417 5476
5679 5911 5922 6187 6305 6757 6835 6901 6910 6927
6960 7046 7339 7517 7706 7713 7907 7960 8127 8377
8458 8531 8717 8812 8839 8860 8893 8911 8985 9023
9249 9363 9512 9538 9584 9770 9780 9785 9817 9984
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The Director, Nagaland State Lotteries, Kohima, Nagaland
For Results, Please visit: www.nagalandlotteries.com
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FC Goa signs 
MoU with 
EBTC for 
promotion 
of football
P , O  4 (PTI): 
Indian Super League 
side FC Goa has signed 
a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU) with 
European Business 
and Technology Centre 
(EBTC) in an effort to 
promote football in the 
state.

The MoU will give 
special emphasis on 
grassroots programmes 
and football infrastruc-
ture development, an of-
icial release said.

The move will see 
India-Europe collabo-
rations in technology, 
framework and best 
practices along with in-
novations to suit local 
needs in Goa through 
various projects, pro-
grammes and initiatives 
aimed at supporting 
football.

EBTC is coordinated 
by EUROCHAMBRES, 
the Association of 
European Chambers 
of Commerce and 
Industry with a 
mandate to facilitate 
India-Europe cross-
border collaboration.

EBTC, amongst sev-
eral others, represents 
the interests of the 
KNVB (The Royal Dutch 
Football Association) in 
India.

SUMMIT REPORT
L , 04 O :

The 48 Battalion of Indo-Tibet-
an Border Police in Lachung 

of icially kicked off the inaugural 
match of the irst ever Bapu Foot-
ball Tournament at Thomchi Sta-
dium in Lachung, North Sikkim 
on 02 Oct, a press release issued 
by the ITBP Deputy Commandant, 
Avinash Kumar informs.

The inaugural match was at-
tended by Lachung Pipon along 
with ITBP Deputy Commandant, 
Avinash Kumar, Medical Of icer 
[Lachung PHSC], ITBP jawans and 
local residents. 

The irst match of the tourney 
was played between Boys Club 
and Lachung School in which Boys 
Club won 4-1 registering their irst 
win in the tourney. 

The second match of the day 
was played between Sporting 
Boys Club Dogra and Boarder 
Club in which Boarder Club won 
3-0 progressing further in the 
tourney. 

12 teams are slated to com-
pete in the inaugural season of the 
tournament. The inal match of the 
tournament will be played on 10 
Oct, informs the release. 

M , O  4 (PTI): 
Rio Paralympics silver 
medalist Deepa Malik 
will be honoured with 
the ‘MG Mehta Human 
Spirit’ award, at a cer-
emony to be held here 
next month.

The award, which 
has been previously won 
by Padma Shri awardee 
Arunima Sinha, the irst 
Indian woman amputee 
to scale Mount Everest 
in 2013, and paralympic 
cyclist Aditya Mehta, has 
been instituted by the 
Ratna Nidhi Trust.

“I look forward to re-
ceiving this award. Ratna 
Nidhi’s work for persons 
with disabilities has been 
massive and at a global 
scale. Their founder Ma-
hendrabhai Mehta was 
a beacon of light. This 
award, in his memory 
is absolutely priceless,” 

Malik said in a statement 
issued here.

Malik was honoured 
with the Padma Shri ear-
lier this year and Arjuna 
Award in 2012.

“We chose Deepa Ma-
lik for the ‘M G Mehta 
Human Spirit’ award, for 
her exemplary achieve-
ments. We confer this 
every year around World 
Disability Day (observed 
on December 3) to a de-
serving individual who 
is a role model to per-
sons with disabilities in 
India,” trustee of Ratna 
Nidhi Trust, Rajiv Mehta 
said.

The award will con-
sists of a cash award of 
Rs 1 lakh and a citation.

The award ceremony 
will be held on Novem-
ber 21 at the Y B Cha-
van Auditorium in south 
Mumbai.

Deepa Malik
to receive MG Mehta

Human Spirit
award

Bapu football tourney
in Lachung

B , O  4 (PTI): 
China has diverted 10 bil-
lion cubic metres of wa-
ter from the south to its 
drought-prone northern 
regions including Beijing, 
which are home to 53.1 
million people, aided by 
the world’s longest ca-
nal and pipeline network 
spanning 1,400 kms.

The water pumped 
from the Yangtze River 
has gone to Beijing, Tian-
jin and the provinces of 
Henan and Hebei along 
the middle route of the 
water diversion project, 
South-to- North Water 
Diversion Of ice under 
the State Council said.

The project was con-
ceived by Chinese leader 
Mao Zedong in 1952 but 
delayed over its likely 
impact on environment 
as well as resettlement 
of people. It was only 
approved by the State 
Council in December, 
2002, after half a century 
of debate.

It has been hailed in 
China’s of icial media as 
an example of how Chi-
nese people are capable 
of bettering their lives 
through hard work.

But the new water-

way presents fresh chal-
lenges, such as the pro-
tection of water quality 
from unforeseen natural 
risks in the future.

It is the second big-
gest water project un-
dertaken by China after 
the Three Gorges dam, 
regarded as the world’s 
biggest hydropower dam.

The middle route of 
the project carries water 
through canals and pipes 
from Danjiangkou res-
ervoir in central China’s 
Hubei province. It began 
operation in late 2014.

The project has sup-
plied 2.7 billion cubic 
metres of water to capital 
Beijing, serving 11 million 
people, state-run Xinhua 
news agency reported.

Currently about 70 
per cent of Beijing’s wa-
ter supply comes from 
the project. The city’s per 
capita water resources 
have increased from 100 
to 150 cubic metres. Pre-
viously, the city’s water 
supply came mainly from 
underground water.

Tianjin got 2.2 bil-
lion cubic metres of 
water while Henan and 
Hebei provinces got 3.5 
billion cubic metres and 

1.1 billion cubic meters, 
respectively.

Of icials with the of-
ice said the project has 

played “an indispensable 
strategic role” in help-

ing the north ease water 
shortage, improve water 
quality and ecology, build 
a resource-conserving 
society, and prevent nat-
ural disasters.

China diverts 10 billion cubic metres
of water to arid north

GENERAL LAND FOR SALE: 
Roadside plots (general 
land) available for sale at 
Adampool, east Sikkim. 
Contact 9434117687 for further 
details and to arrange site visits.

Pak rakes up 
Kashmir issue 
at UN, India 
calls it ‘’lonely 
voice from 
wilderness’ 
United Nations, Oct 
4 (PTI): Pakistan has 
raked up the Kashmir is-
sue again at the UN with 
its envoy Maleeha Lodhi 
accusing India of spread-
ing terrorism in the Val-
ley, drawing a sharp re-
action from India which 
described her diatribe as 
a “lonely voice from the 
wilderness”.

Pakistan’s Ambas-
sador and Permanent 
Representative to the UN 
Lodhi, during a debate of 
the General Assembly, also 
alleged that India made a 
“false claim” of conducting 
surgical strike across the 
LoC to provoke con lict 
with Pakistan. She warned 
New Delhi that “any ag-
gression” by it would re-
ceive a “matching and ef-
fective response”.

“This claim, and In-
dia’s repeated threats 
to conduct such strikes 
across the LoC, consti-
tute lagrant violations 
of the UN Charter’s in-
junction against the use 
or threat of use of force,” 
Lodhi said during the 
debate on the Report of 
the Secretary General on 
the work of the world 
body. She said that the 
UN should not “ignore 
these open threats to use 
force” by India.
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DEAR VALUABLE MORNING DEAR FAITHFUL
Draw No:5 DrawDate on:04/10/17 Draw No:10 DrawDate on:04/10/17

1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 94J 08012 1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 86A 68684
(Including Super Prize Amt) (Including Super Prize Amt)
2nd Prize Rs.9496/- 08012 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) 2nd Prize Rs.9496/- 68684 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
3rd Prize Rs.9,000/- 3rd Prize Rs.9,000/-
00331 31018 60048 63907 76444 03007 08725 23470 27510 31714
80086 84158 97687 98154 99477 44666 64480 83358 85040 97848
4th Prize Rs.500/- 0192 1615 2883 4238 5194 5267 6594 6807 8021 9516 4th Prize Rs.500/- 0227 1814 3248 3893 4517 5680 6074 7175 8209 8791
5th Prize Rs.250/- 0621 2437 3121 3658 6151 7065 7123 7583 7633 9367 5th Prize Rs.250/- 2760 3983 5688 7222 8388 8822 8917 9038 9431 9942
6th Prize Rs.120/- 6th Prize Rs.120/- 
0060 0176 0636 0867 0918 0952 1007 1120 1204 1269 0014 0087 0136 0518 0587 0605 0652 0744 0832 1115
1305 1319 1367 1534 1588 1659 1889 2025 2036 2137 1118 1216 1262 1333 1827 1856 1909 1913 1974 2001
2513 2540 2717 2778 2941 3013 3131 3149 3170 3211 2094 2393 2488 2538 2569 2645 2650 2693 2721 2934
3494 3628 3729 3869 3894 3986 4006 4009 4340 4433 2966 3157 3168 3312 3524 3573 3589 3694 3800 4104
4585 4663 4700 5003 5015 5326 5430 5506 5524 5538 4173 4389 4445 4540 4564 4727 4756 4911 4994 5087
5645 6061 6072 6280 6347 6501 6580 6603 6627 6684 5124 5173 5451 5634 5711 5797 6058 6059 6063 6166
6774 6810 6830 6832 7104 7169 7299 7495 7623 7684 6275 6371 6373 6454 6588 6854 6909 7005 7105 7223
7731 7767 7776 7799 7984 8018 8168 8238 8256 8294 7267 7316 7363 7375 7405 7483 7490 7494 7595 7667
8418 8558 8578 8655 8664 8723 8807 8815 8843 8865 7693 7859 8213 8374 8382 8647 8665 8866 9087 9093
8930 9010 9055 9060 9157 9194 9239 9396 9416 9896 9298 9344 9504 9516 9572 9593 9699 9719 9873 9899

Issued by:
The Director, Sikkim State Lotteries, Deorali-737102, Gangtok, Sikkim.
Please Visit: www.sikkimlotteries.com

KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE

SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIESNAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR EAGLE EVENING

Draw time: 08:00 pm onwards
Draw No:10 DrawDate on:04/10/17

1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 85A 91438
(Including Super Prize Amt)
2nd Prize Rs.9496/- 91438 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
3rd Prize Rs.9,000/-
06555 12773 21812 30127 43458
43873 49541 76679 97587 98881
4th Prize Rs.500/- 1718 1733 2510 5157 6764 7081 7366 7770 8271 8955
5th Prize Rs.250/- 0334 1792 5118 5138 5202 5810 6979 7890 8139 9886
6th Prize Rs.120/- 
0011 0252 0381 0455 0498 0530 0559 0605 0729 0936
1100 1199 1279 1330 1429 1439 1462 1519 1663 1756
1757 1984 2021 2047 2064 2130 2161 2470 2663 2750
2824 2897 3009 3038 3289 3324 3473 3492 3560 3595
3759 3862 3931 4029 4149 4514 4658 4788 4859 5052
5057 5147 5291 5310 5315 5365 5408 5479 5482 5560
5692 5713 5729 5869 5876 5884 5919 6122 6203 6214
6217 6494 6641 6656 6707 6888 6975 7079 7211 7231
7325 7349 7415 7598 7618 7661 7675 7836 7845 8108
8323 8458 8558 8664 8925 9256 9286 9312 9493 9850
Issued by:
The Director, Nagaland State Lotteries, Kohima, Nagaland
For Results, Please visit: www.nagalandlotteries.com
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          S I K K I M   S T A T E  L O  T T E R I E S 
          SIKKIM DURGA PUJA BUMPER
          Draw No:3 DrawDate on:27/09/17

          1st Prize Rs.1.27 Crores D 30268
             (Including Super Prize Amt)
          2nd Prize Rs.11 Lakhs A 18582
          3rd Prize Rs.9,000/-
          11097 35332 46230 54806 59057
          59342 69317 69580 74394 77763
          4th Prize Rs.5,000/-
          24204 24800 35978 59177 63049
          64190 67039 70990 79314 79535
          5th Prize Rs.1,000/-
          0508 0572 1301 1326 5421 6718 7360 7948 8507 9791
          6th Prize Rs.500/-
          0851 1175 1560 1774 1875 2137 2401 3209 3460 4001
          4309 5800 6261 7362 7644 8212 8445 8963 9214 9819
          7th Prize Rs.300/-
          0286 0906 1705 2676 4171 5246 6430 7483 8515 9248
          0381 0931 1760 2689 4179 5303 6548 7793 8599 9298
          0389 0942 1808 2792 4194 5529 6621 7838 8624 9410
          0578 1031 1966 2932 4224 5603 7011 7850 8838 9445
          0580 1247 1981 3031 4330 5660 7016 7865 8860 9508
          0588 1302 2034 3081 4340 5855 7050 7916 8964 9586
          0599 1352 2447 3640 4750 5884 7112 7971 8999 9653
          0601 1547 2495 3979 4932 5984 7120 8068 9100 9657
          0623 1616 2613 4021 4947 6253 7374 8082 9125 9684
          0895 1626 2654 4170 5007 6382 7378 8254 9136 9820
Issued by:
The Director,Sikkim State Lotteries,Deorali -737102 Gangtok Sikkim
Please Visit : www.sikkimlotteries.com
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NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR EAGLE EVENING

Draw time: 08:00 pm onwards
Draw No:9 DrawDate on:27/09/17

1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 90L 02548
(Including Super Prize Amt)
2nd Prize Rs.9496/- 02548 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
3rd Prize Rs.9,000/-
07128 09609 13866 18070 47812
49412 49884 68105 82097 90371
4th Prize Rs.500/- 0535 0711 2035 2933 3368 3871 5391 5661 8468 9562
5th Prize Rs.250/- 0044 0176 2521 3879 4348 5656 6362 7405 7584 8539
6th Prize Rs.120/- 
0080 0096 0350 0390 0410 0427 0481 0710 0764 0884
1119 1274 1358 1404 1464 1670 1758 1805 1915 1961
2026 2225 2236 2291 2378 2404 2500 2551 2579 2760
2947 3323 3330 3341 3521 3571 3649 4288 4401 4422
4607 4634 4964 5089 5182 5209 5255 5415 5453 5499
5532 5683 5749 5789 5808 5846 6077 6117 6127 6128
6175 6354 6401 6496 6592 6633 6765 6801 6891 7061
7187 7253 7335 7403 7434 7549 7599 7605 7619 7842
7877 7890 7932 8012 8111 8124 8173 8224 8323 8473
8531 8637 8741 8819 9261 9346 9351 9393 9614 9999
Issued by:
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DEAR RESPECT MORNING DEAR AFFECTIONATE
Draw No:4 DrawDate on:01/10/17 Draw No:9 DrawDate on:01/10/17

1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 85C 09235 1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 97E 09159
(Including Super Prize Amt) (Including Super Prize Amt)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/- 09235 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) 2nd Prize Rs.9500/- 09159 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
3rd Prize Rs.9,000/- 3rd Prize Rs.9,000/-
27726 50931 55816 59998 68887 29917 37897 47000 50436 55389
69813 82877 83948 85444 91215 58886 77621 80865 90147 91376
4th Prize Rs.500/- 0785 6635 6834 7068 7092 7769 7785 8377 8713 9686 4th Prize Rs.500/- 0783 1197 1441 2186 2316 4549 4811 5422 7227 9887
5th Prize Rs.250/- 0204 0230 1480 1843 3127 4578 6547 7844 8747 9820 5th Prize Rs.250/- 0318 0477 0567 1567 1616 3363 3748 4075 4511 5769
6th Prize Rs.120/- 6th Prize Rs.120/- 
0051 0345 0379 0395 0532 0541 0625 0662 0686 1417 0404 0501 0546 0738 0821 0936 1257 1392 1412 1652
1609 2193 2254 2367 2416 2442 2627 2727 2821 2838 1823 1901 2013 2058 2145 2183 2245 2302 2321 2349
3102 3201 3241 3520 3543 3557 3905 4078 4225 4311 2380 2492 2636 2785 2877 2938 3073 3081 3157 3207
4348 4392 4567 4724 4852 5095 5149 5282 5354 5402 3276 3358 3368 3463 3468 3528 3535 3586 3680 3706
5431 5446 5529 5544 5676 5710 5797 5946 5997 6051 3777 3885 3898 3939 3965 3986 4047 4172 4181 4626
6066 6215 6236 6478 6625 6670 6671 6737 6770 6812 4645 4678 4696 4709 4775 4872 4884 4964 5099 5135
6824 6872 7057 7099 7171 7212 7379 7496 7568 7617 5319 5376 5377 5517 5653 5796 5848 5965 6033 6243
7656 7774 7807 7816 7921 8063 8235 8487 8517 8530 6373 6388 6608 6726 6778 7031 7087 7197 7391 7506
8610 8689 8746 8753 8835 9005 9175 9218 9304 9444 7516 7570 8064 8100 8227 8460 8593 8610 8678 8803
9562 9563 9659 9736 9783 9837 9841 9856 9947 9979 8901 9014 9209 9278 9301 9346 9725 9907 9963 9990
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SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES

NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR HAWK EVENING

Draw time: 08:00 pm onwards
Draw No:9 DrawDate on:01/10/17

1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 78B 19853
(Including Super Prize Amt)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/- 19853 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
3rd Prize Rs.9,000/-
09416 13276 19123 22409 50508
53898 55687 58328 81448 98376
4th Prize Rs.500/- 1322 2313 4787 5094 7877 8424 8713 8749 8965 9669
5th Prize Rs.250/- 0607 0903 2374 2694 4907 5379 7387 8583 8862 9037
6th Prize Rs.120/- 
0048 0125 0308 0320 0344 0615 0619 0800 0838 0848
1123 1370 1402 1411 1419 1439 1557 1635 1654 1659
1915 2049 2067 2161 2166 2201 2353 2508 2510 2626
2660 2688 2784 2895 2971 2989 3054 3142 3235 3507
3623 3763 3889 4104 4418 4483 4518 4582 4600 4664
4774 4836 4917 4935 4995 5181 5267 5309 5311 5348
5367 5437 5486 5491 5575 5734 5868 5908 5989 6092
6132 6506 6510 6690 6902 6935 7046 7095 7311 7382
7399 7481 7703 7923 8113 8170 8217 8224 8310 8386
8486 8661 8725 8798 8866 9374 9495 9609 9629 9883
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KJM VARMA
B , O  4 (PTI): A doc-
umentary being aired on 
Chinese media showcases 
the achievements of sweep-
ing military reforms carried 
out by President Xi Jinping 
in the last ive years to build 
a strong army in order to ex-
pand China’s global in luence.

The documentary comes 
ahead of the 19th Congress 
of the ruling Communist Par-
ty of China (CPC), to begin 
here from October 18 during 
which Xi is set to get a second 
term in of ice.

As per the practice fol-
lowed by the party, top lead-

ers will get two ive-year 
terms and retire after 68 
years of age.

The eight-episode series, 
aired from September 29, 
highlights how the Chinese 
military has stepped forward 
to solve problems and re-
shape its political ecology, or-
ganisational structure, system 
and work style, since Xi took 
over during the 18th National 
Congress of the CPC in 2012, 
state-run Xinhua news agency 
reported today.

The documentary titled 
‘Qiang Jun’, which means 
building a strong army, 
was produced by the Polit-

ical Work Department of 
the Central Military Com-
mission and is being aired 
on both state broadcaster 
China Central Television 
(CCTV) and local television 
stations.

Many Chinese have ex-
pressed pride after watching 
some episodes, the report 
said and listed the comments 
of some netizens praising the 
military.

Xi, a strong advocate of 
a powerful military to back 
China’s global economic in-
luence and power, carried 

out massive reforms in the 2.3 
million-strong People’s Liber-

ation Army (PLA), the world’s 
largest force.

Besides operational re-
forms, he has also carried out 
an unprecedented anti-cor-
ruption campaign purging 
the forces of corrupt elements 
from top to bottom.

In the last ive years, at 
least 13,000 military of icers 
involved in corruption have 
been punished, the Hong 
Kong-based South China 
Morning Post quoted a report 
yesterday by the PLA Daily, 
the of icial organ of the Chi-
nese military.

The punished include Gen 
Guo Boxiong and Gen Xu Cai-

hou who served as vice chair-
men of the Central Military 
Commission (CMC), the PLA’s 
high command which is now 
headed by Xi.

They were accused of sell-
ing top posts of the military to 
the highest bidder.

Guo, 75, was sentenced to 
life imprisonment in July last 
year and Xu died of cancer at 
the age of 72 in 2015 while in 
custody and under investiga-
tion for graft.

Since he took over, Xi’s fo-
cus has remained on revamp-
ing the military. In an un-
precedented overhaul, he an-
nounced that the PLA would 

shed 300,000 troops, taking 
the total number down to two 
million.

He has also vastly in-
creased the role of the navy 
and air force to assist China’s 
global push for in luence.

Xi also scrapped the PLA’s 
four former headquarters 
General Staff, General Polit-
ical, General Logistics, and 
General Armaments and es-
tablished 15 functional de-
partments to divide their 
powers.

The PLA’s seven military 
commands were also 
reshaped into ive theatre 
commands.

China documentary depicts powerful military ahead of CPC meet

B , O  4 (AP): 
Yahoo has tripled down 
on what was already the 
largest data breach in 
history, saying it affected 
all 3 billion accounts on 
its service, not the 1 bil-
lion it revealed late last 
year.

The company an-
nounced yesterday that 
it has sent emails provid-
ing notice to additional 
user accounts affected 
by the August 2013 data 
theft.

The breach now af-
fects a number that rep-
resents nearly “half the 
world,” said Sam Curry, 
chief security of icer for 
Boston-based irm Cy-
bereason, though there’s 
likely to be more ac-
counts than actual users.

“Whether it’s 1 bil-
lion or 3 billion is large-
ly immaterial. Assume it 

affects you,” Curry said. 
“Privacy is really the vic-
tim here.” 

Yahoo irst disclosed 
the breach in December 
. The stolen information 
included names, email ad-
dresses, phone numbers, 
birthdates and security 
questions and answers.
Following its acquisition 
by Verizon in June, 
Yahoo says, it obtained 
new intelligence while 
investigating the breach 
with help from outside 
forensic experts. It says 

the stolen customer 
information did not 
include passwords in 
clear text, payment card 
data or bank account 
information.

Yahoo had already 
required users to change 
their passwords and 
invalidate security 
questions so they 
couldn’t be used to hack 
into accounts.

The disclosure is 
also a huge embarrass-
ment for Verizon, which 
has just started running 

TV ads for its new sub-
sidiary Oath, which will 
consist of Yahoo and AOL 
services.

Verizon spokesman 
David Samberg said 
the company has no 
regrets about buying 
Yahoo, despite the latest 
revelation.

Companies often 
don’t know the full extent 
of a breach and have to 
revise statements about 
how it affects customers 
years later, said Ben 
Johnson, co-founder and 
chief technology of icer 
for Obsidian Security, 
based in Newport Beach, 
California. Johnson 
said Yahoo might never 
know exactly what was 
accessed.

“The fact is attackers 
are having ield days and 
the problem is only going 
to get worse,” he said.

Yahoo: 3 billion accounts breached in 2013. Yes, 3 billion

India, Djibouti 
sign pact 
on bilateral 
consultations
D  C , O  4 
(PTI): India and Djibou-
ti today agreed to es-
tablish regular Foreign 
Of ice-level bilateral 
consultations with an ac-
cord signed in this regard 
during President Ram 
Nath Kovind’s visit here.

The agreement to es-
tablish the consultations 
was signed in the pres-
ence of Kovind and his 
Djiboutian counterpart 
Omar Guelleh.

Kovind thanked 
Guelleh for his country’s 
support during Opera-
tion Rahat for evacuating 
Indians from war-torn 
Yemen in 2015, and also 
discussed cooperation in 
the maritime and renew-
able energy domains.

He also urged for an 
early rati ication of Dji-
bouti’s membership of 
the International Solar 
Alliance and mentioned 
its solar energy potential.

Earlier today, Kovind 
was accorded a ceremo-
nial welcome by Guelleh 
at the Presidential Palace 
here before leading dele-
gation-level talks.

Kovind, who arrived 
here yesterday on the 
irst leg of his four-day 

visit to Djibouti and Ethi-
opia, is on his maiden trip 
abroad since taking of-
ice. He is the irst Indian 

leader to visit Djibouti.

French MPs have overwhelmingly voted in favour of a new counter-terrorism bill, despite 
criticism that it undermines civil liberties. Several of the measures put in place under the 

state of emergency declared after the 2015 Paris attacks will now be made permanent. The 
bill will become law before the start of November when the state of emergency will inally 
end. Under the law, authorities are allowed to shut down mosques or other places of wor-
ship if preachers are suspected of spreading radical ideas and theories. Suspected jihadist 
sympathisers can also be con ined to their neighbourhoods without the approval of a judge. 
Police can also carry out more on-the-spot identity checks and expand border controls to 
areas around international train stations, ports and airports. The bill was approved by 415 
votes to 127 on its irst reading in the lower house of the French parliament, having already 
been passed by the upper house in July.

I , O  3 (PTI): Pakistan’s Foreign Minister 
Khawaja Asif today left for a three-day visit to the US 
as part of efforts to rebuild bilateral ties frayed after 
President Donald Trump accused the country of shel-
tering terror groups.

Trump while announcing his new policy for Af-
ghanistan had also praised India for its development 
efforts in the war-torn country. In response, Pakistan 
had said that Trump through his remarks ignored the 
efforts in the war against terrorism.

Pakistan also asked the US to postpone a planned 
trip by its special representative for Afghanistan and 
Pakistan Alice Wells to Islamabad.

Asif also delayed a visit to Washington for which 

he was invited by Secretary of State Rex Tillerson.
But the relations improved slightly after a meeting 

between Prime Minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi and 
Vice President Mike Pence on the sidelines of the UN 
General Assembly last month, according to an of icial 
of the Foreign Of ice.

“The foreign minister during the current trip will 
meet Secretary Tillerson and other of icials to discuss 
matters pertaining to regional peace and security,” 
the of icial said.

Some senior US of icials may also visit Pakistan 
after the thaw in tension as both sides agree that mu-
tual cooperation was vital for peace in Afghanistan, 
according to the of icial.

D , O  4 (PTI): Bangladesh 
today signed a whopping USD 4.5 
billion third line of credit (LoC) 
agreement with India for its in-
frastructure and social sector de-
velopment with Finance Minister 
Arun Jaitley pledging to back the 
country’s development initiatives.

The agreement was signed in 
the presence of Finance Minister 
Jaitley and his Bangladeshi coun-
terpart A M A Muhith after the two 
leaders held talks here.

“Bangladesh has developed 
signi icantly on the socioeconom-
ic front in the past seven years,” 
Jaitley said following the signing of 
the deal.

“We have stood by Bangladesh 
s attempts to develop and we will 
do so in the future. This signi icant 
agreement is a continuation of that 

effort,” he said.
Speaking on the occasion, Muhith 

said, “Bangladesh and India have ex-
cellent relations at the moment. 

“They stood by us during our 
independence. We hope they will 
continue to do so in the future,” 
Muhith said.

The USD 4.5bn LoC was an-
nounced during Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina’s visit to India in 
April. Economic Relations Divi-
sion Secretary Kazi Sho iqul Azam 
signed the deal on behalf of Ban-
gladesh, while Managing Director 
of the Export-Import Bank of India 
(Exim) David Rasquinha signed for 
India.

The new Indian line of credit, 
worth USD 4.5 billion, will be used 
to fund 17 major projects in Bangla-
desh, which include electricity, rail-

roads, roads, shipping and ports. 
As with previous LoC agreements, 
Bangladesh will pay an interest rate 
of 1 per cent a year. It will have 20 
years to pay back the loans, with a 
grace period of ive years.

Under the agreement, 
Bangladesh would have to 
purchase 65 to 75 per cent of the 
services, goods or works from the 
Indian market with the money 
to be provided under the third 
LoC following the precedence of 
the previous two nearly identical 
agreements. Bangladesh has two 
other LoCs open with India: the 
irst one was signed in 2010, and 

the second one in 2016. These 
LOCs are collectively worth Tk3.06 
billion, but till last year, Bangladesh 
government has been able to use 
only USD 576 million.

Bangladesh signs USD 4.5 bn
loan deal with India

Pak foreign minister embarks on US
visit to improve ties
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EtCETERA

A R C T I C   C I R C L E  - HALLATT

B A B Y   B L U E S  - KIRKMAN & SCOTT

L O C K H O R N S  - HOEST & REINER

ARIES: Your heartstrings may not 
feel particularly strong, and this sit-
uation isn’t likely to get any better 
today when you fi nd that people are 
insensitive to your situation. This 
isn’t a good time to rely on others to 
pick you up. Put on your protective 
armor before you go out the door. 
The forecast calls for pushy moods 
and hostile attitudes.    
TAURUS: The fog has fi nally lifted 
and you’re able to see clearly again. 
Make sure you’re awake and alert, 
because the gun is about to go off  
and the starting gates are about to 
open. You have the ability to take 
the lead, especially when it comes 
to matters involving love and ro-

mance. Your creativity is strong, 
and you’ll lead the pack almost ef-
fortlessly.  
GEMINI: Light a candle and make 
a wish. See the fl ame as a symbol 
of the transformation and passion 
within you. Your heart may feel 
restless. The fl ame fl utters as a re-
sult of the passing wind. As the 
fl ame dances, you may remember 
the dances that you perform in an 
attempt to draw attention away 
from an issue that you know you 
must face. The time is now.  
CANCER: This is a climactic time 
for you, and you may feel like your 
world is caving in. You may des-
perately try to hold the keystone 

in place so that the whole struc-
ture doesn’t fall. Somehow you 
feel solely responsible for holding 
together everything in your world. 
Remember that partnership means 
that there is someone else who 
needs to uphold his or her end of the 
bargain.  
LEO: Your mood should turn to-
ward getting things underway. This 
may mean that you need to get cer-
tain things out of your way, includ-
ing people. Don’t be afraid to take 
action as necessary in order to get 
your point across. Deeds will speak 
louder than words. If you feel like 
time is passing you by, rip up the 
calendar and enjoy every moment 

as it comes.  
VIRGO: You’re on an emotional 
high. You feel like a soaring eagle. 
Your behavior may seem rather pri-
mal and animalistic, but this is fi ne. 
See where this instinct takes you. 
Raw passion is the fuel that lights 
your fi re. Don’t deny this internal 
fl ame. Move forward with your 
dreams, especially in love and ro-
mance.  
LIBRA: You may be asking, “Why 
me?” in almost every realm of your 
life today. For some reason it seems 
that everyone but you has exact-
ly what they want. Perhaps you’re 
just being too picky. Your standards 
are high, and this is fi ne. It’s easy 

to reach small goals. You’ve picked 
the largest mountain to climb. Be 
patient.  
SCORPIO: Draw your strength 
from your sense of self. There isn’t 
another person like you, so capital-
ize on this and move forward in the 
way that only you can. There’s a 
great deal of bravery in your heart 
asking you to take risks that you 
may not have considered before. 
There are opportunities just waiting 
for you and no one else.    
SAGITTARIUS: At fi rst you may 
be taken aback by someone’s ag-
gressive approach to people and sit-
uations, but then you may see that 
really, this person has something 

important you can learn from. Study 
this way of going about things and 
realize that you need to adopt more 
of this assertive manner in order to 
be successful. This is especially true 
in matters of love and romance.    
CAPRICORN: Gifts of pleasure 
could be bestowed upon you with 
little or no eff ort on your part. Re-
gardless, it may be hard for you to 
sit still, since just about everything 
seems to be going your way, espe-
cially in matters of the heart. Al-
though your approach to love is ag-
gressive, it also involves tenderness 
and sensitivity.      
AQUARIUS: You might be put off  
by other people’s comments. You’ll 

fi nd their behavior rude. You may 
break from your normal good man-
ners and start to lash out at people 
around you. It could be the result of 
pent-up energy with no positive out-
let. Be careful about exhibiting the 
behavior that you abhor in others.  
PISCES: Get things started. You 
have many fantastic ideas. Really, 
the hardest thing for you now is to 
choose which one to pursue fi rst. 
Activities that engage your cre-
ativity and sensitivity are most ap-
pealing now. Give some strength to 
your heart, which is normally seen 
as being tender and overly sensitive. 
Know that you’re brave and go for 
the gold.
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GIRL POWER: Former First Lady of United States Michelle Obama spoke during the 
2017 Pennsylvania Conference for Women.

Dr. RAJEN UPADHYAY
Assistant Professor in History, 

Namchi Govt. College
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Namchi Govt. College

05th Oct
1910- Portugal established a 
republic after the Portuguese 
monarchy is ousted by revo-
lutionaries. 
1930- Great Britons largest 
dirigible the R-101 Airship 
crashes in Beauvais, France, 
killing all on board. 
1933- Machine Gun Kelly has 
pleaded not guilty to charges 
of a being a co-conspirator in 
the Urschel kidnapping. 
1962- East German guards 
shot a man with Tommy gun 
blasts on the eastern side of 
the Berlin Wall and would not 
allow ambulances from the 
red cross on the western side 
to approach even though the 
man was screaming in pain, 
the incident took place about 
3 miles from checkpoint 
Charlie. 
1962- The Beatles release 
their irst single in the UK 
“Love Me Do” (released on a 
45RPM Single Format on Par-

lophone Label) which gets to 
number seventeen. It was lat-
er released in the US on 1964 
and goes to Number 1. 
1989- The Dalai Lama, exiled 
spiritual and political leader 
of Tibet, won the Nobel Peace 
Prize for shunning violence 
and seeking liberation from 
China for his Himalayan na-
tion through peaceful means. 
2011- Visionary co-founder 
of Apple Computers, Steve 
Jobs, died after battling pan-
creatic cancer for several 
years. The 56-year-old former 
CEO had resigned prior to his 
death leading to speculation 
that his health had made a 
turn for the worse. Fans of 
him and his company imme-
diately set up memorials and 
tributes at Apple stores and 
on the internet upon hearing 
the news.

Judwaa 2, starring Varun Dha-
wan, Jacqueline Fernandez 

and Taapsee Pannu, has bro-
ken the dry spell at the box-of-
ice in style. The ilm got a solid 

start on Friday itself. The ilm 
managed to rake in Rs 16.10 
crores on its irst day at the 
box-of ice. With that collection, 
Judwaa 2 became the fourth 
highest opener of 2017 after 
Baahubali 2 (Rs 41 crores), 
Tubelight (Rs. 21.5 crores) and 
Raees (Rs. 20.42 crores). It’s 
also the biggest opener of Var-
un Dhawan’s career. 

What’s more, Varun Dhawan’s latest 
ilm took a bigger opening than Akshay 

Kumar’s Toilet: Ek Prem Katha (Rs. 12 
crores) and Shah Rukh Khan’s Jab Harry 
Met Sejal (Rs. 15.25 crores)

 And as expected, Judwaa 2 was un-
stoppable at the box-of ice on day two 
as well. Trade experts had predicted the 
ilm will bank Rs. 18.19 crores on Satur-

day. However, the ilm exceeded the ex-

pectations and crossed the Rs. 20 crore 
mark. Yes, you read it right. Judwaa 2 
scored a big Saturday as it raked in Rs. 
20.55 crores. 

 Sunday was the day when the ilm 
recorded the highest collection. The 
strong buzz around the ilm and the 
massive love from audience helped Jud-
waa 2 make Rs. 22.60 crore on its third 
day. 

 To the ilm’s luck, Monday was a 

national holiday 
and the audience 
thronged the cin-
emas on the irst 
day of the week 
too. The ilm raked 
in a huge sum of Rs. 
18 crore yesterday. 
The four day grand 
total of the ilm 
stood at Rs. 77.25 
crores. 

 Judwaa 2 is 
all set to cross the 
hundred crore 
mark by Thurs-

day and if the ilm performs well in its 
second weekend too, then it has all the 
chances to overtake Raess and become 
the highest grosser of the year so far.

As tweeted by trade analyst Taran 
Adarsh, the ilm stayed super strong 
on its crucial Tuesday collecting 08.25 
crores on Tuesday. Taran tweeted its 
total collection of 05 days which now 
stands at Rs 85.30 crore.

BOX-OFFICE

JUDWAA 2 IS A SUPER HIT!

BE IMPECCABLE 
WITH YOUR WORD- 
Speak with integrity. 
Say only what you 
mean. Avoid using the 
word to speak against 
yourself or to gossip 
about others. Use the 
power of your word in 
the direction of truth 
and love.

DON’T TAKE ANY-
THING PERSONALLY- 
Nothing others do is 
because of you. What 
others say and do is 
a projection of their 
own reality, their own 
dream. When you are 
immune to the opin-
ions and actions of 
others, you won’t be 
the victim of needless 
suffering.

DON’T MAKE AS-
SUMPTIONS- Find the 
courage to ask ques-
tions and to express 
what you really want. 

Communicate with 
others as clearly as you 
can to avoid misunder-
standings, sadness, 
and drama. With just 
this one agreement, 
you can completely 

transform your life.

ALWAYS DO YOUR 
BEST- Your best is 
going to change from 
moment to moment; it 
will be different when 

you are healthy as 
opposed to sick. Un-
der any circumstance, 
simply do your best, 
and you will avoid 
self-judgment, self-
abuse, and regret.

T o l t e c 
s p i r i t u a l i s t 
Don Miguel 
Ruiz’s iconic 
book The Four 
A g re e m e n t s 
asks us to live 
up to four sim-
ple truths in 
our lifetime, 
which will re-
sult in a life 
where you are 
fully dedicat-
ed to yourself.

O f t e n 
called a 
life-changing 
book, it is full 
of universal 
truths we all 
know but dis-
miss daily. The 
Four Agree-
ments kindly 

and compassionately 
remind you to nurture 
your soul and leave 
behind negative habits 
which in lict pain and 
long-lasting hurt.

BOOK OF THE DAY

The Four Agreements by Don Miguel Ruiz

APP-DATE

INSTAGRAM 
ADDS 
POLLING 
STICKERS 
TO STORIES

Instagram is making its Sto-
ries a little more interactive 

with a new polling feature 
that users can add with a 
“poll” sticker.

Adding polls is similar to 
any other sticker on Insta-
gram: just drag and drop it 
onto your image in your sto-
ry, and you’ll automatically 
be presented with the option 
to customize the question 
and choices. People viewing 
your story will be able to tap 
on a choice to vote, which will 
then show the overall results 
so far. To see the results for 
yourself, simply open up the 
viewers list for that image 
or video on your story, and it 
will show you total vote num-
bers, who voted, and what 
they chose.

Along with the new poll-
ing stickers, Instagram is 
also adding an eyedropper 
tool that allows you to take 
colors from your pictures to 
use on text and brushes, and 
an alignment tool (which is 
limited to iOS for now) that 
should help make sure text 
and stickers are properly 
centered on your pictures. 
The new update is available 
now on Android and iOS.

GENERAL LAND FOR 
SALE: Roadside plots 
(general land) available 
for sale at Adampool, east 
Sikkim. Contact 9434117687 
for further details and 
to arrange site visits.

THIS WEEK’S TOP 10 SONGS 
ON BILLBOARD HOT 100

1. Cardi B- Bodak Yel-
low (Money Moves)

2. Post Malone featuring 
21 Savage- Rockstar

3. Taylor Swift- Look 
What You Made Me 
Do

4. Logic featuring Ales-
sia Cara and Khalid- 
1-800-273-8255

5. Luis Fonsi & Daddy Yankee featuring Justin Bieber- 
Despacito 

6. French Montana featuring Swae Lee- Unforgettable
7. Portugal. The Man- Feel It Still
8. Imagine Dragons- Believer
9. Yo Gotti featuring Nicki Minaj- Rake It Up
10. Demi Lovato- Sorry Not Sorry


